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CUSS OF IEIYICE SYMBOL 
Telearam 
Day letter Blue 
Night Mesaaae Nlfe 
lllaht Letter NL 

If none of these three s,mbola 
aPONrt after the check (number of 
worda) th 11 la a telegram. Other-
•lselta character Is Indicated by the 
a,mbol appearing after the check. 

WEST UNION 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDDn' GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. l"IRST 9nc:Mt1ta1DENT 

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL 

Blue 
Nlte 
NL 

It none of these three symbols 
1ppears after the check (number ol 
words) this Is a telegram. Other• 
•Ire Its character Is Indicated by the 
aymbol appearing after the cneck. 

= = ================"=============--c:=--=--=::.-=-=c_----=---=--- = 
RECEIVED AT 2040 EAST 9th ST., CLEVELAND. ALWAYS OPEN 

2 0\/ 23 A 1 4- 25 

CH ARLESTON SCAR ·22 

r AB BI : ABBA HILLEL ' SILVER • • 
CLE VF LAND OH I 0 

' JEW I SH -COMMUN l·TV OF CHARLESTON SOUTHCAROLI NA ·ARRANGED BANQUET 

FOR SUNDAY EVENING DECEMBER ·THIRD ·TO LAUNCH CAMPAIGN FOR COMMUNtTY 

,CENTER STOP COMMt·TTEE UNANIMOUSLY RE0.UEST ' YOUR PRESENCE KINDLY . 

WI RE COLLECT ' If · YOU CAN COME STArlNC HONORARIUM CARE ;EWISH -C,OMMUNtTY 

-CENTER 1Fl 1FTY FOUR GEORGf STRFfT 

JEWl!H W~l!f',lt"~ !lOA"D CAMPAIGN DIRE~ 1...... ~ 
- ~•···--·-- C ? ~ ;,.. • c .,,. 0 I ' ~ 
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1750 

BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
Charleston Jewish Community 

Celebratins 200 Years Of American Jewish Life In Charleston 

CHARLESTON. SOUTH CAROLINA 

ep e ber 7, 1950 

Dr . A ba "llel S ver 
Tl:e Temple 
C eve lan . , 0 i o 

ear Dr. ilver: 

e icen ennial Committee exten s to 
vitation to occ _y tle p pt of 1istoric 
as uest cpca er on Frida nig t, ove be 

centenn r rel 10,s services wi 
our congregations in arles on. 

ou a cordial in
t El ohir emp e 
4, hen sp cial 

a joint b t e 

The enclosed broc ure il ci e yo a rief outlinB o 

1950 

t e ~icentennial a is ackground. Our icente ial is on
sidered a sign f cat event b leading ational Je1ish groups, 
as well as ocall , ecause ere is a co. un · ty w re, or 
ore than two l ndre ears, 0 ,,s and no -J e s Ja e i ved and 

worl'cd together in mutual respect r·endshi:p as fel ow 
citizens . This same sp rit is car· d tin th centenn al 
cele ration; both Je fS an non-Jews re working on the commit-
tees and wi articipate in all evens . 

The culminating event of the community celebration will 
be the special religious servic which are being panned by 
representatives of the four congregations , and in which all of 
Charleston ewr • •iil participate . e ope that you can be 
with us for th:s significant occasion. 

:sf 

Enc - brochure 

Very sincer l· yours , 

~ <{. ~ 
rs . arry M. Rubin 

C .airman 
Bicentennial Steering Comm ttee 
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SINCE 1750 ... 

The Story of 

K. K. BETH ELOHIM 

Am.erican Judais111 
through Two Centuries 

Charleston, South Carolina 



years before the birth of the United States. 

THE PAST ... 
The story of Beth Elohim is a 

heritage which all American Jewe 
can share with pride. It is a ro
mantic story, a story of courage, of 
religious devotion, of American 
progress. 

Jewish pioneers began to settle 
in Charleston soon after the found
ing of Carolina in 1670. The 
earliest mention of a Jew was in 
1695. Religious services were held 
informally until their number was 
sufficient to organize officially as 
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim (Holy 
Congregation House of God) on the 
day after Rosh Hashanah (New 
Year) in 1750, almost two score 

A cemetery was established at 189 Coming Street, which emu today a, one 
of the country's most historic burial ground,, with graves dating back to 1762. 

Thia congregation was the religioua home of Moses Lindo, who before the 
Revolution, developed the fabulous Carolina indigo trade, the backbone of the 
wealth of the colony; and of Joseph Levy, who fought as a lieutenant against the 
\Indians in the Cherokee War of 1760, probably the £int Jewish officer in 
America. 

The brilliant young Francia Salvador early cut hit lot with the Revolutionary 
cause, and became a Deputy to the Provincial Congre88 in 

Religious education wat an im
portant part of congregational life 
from the beginning. In 1838 Beth 
Elohim pioneered in a new ap
proach to American Jewish educa
tion when it established the second 
Jewish Sunday School in the U. S., 
only a few months after Rebecca 
Gratz organized the first in Phila
delphia. 

Here taught Penina Moise, the 
indomitable blind poetess, who has 
written more hymns now appear
ing in the Union Hymnal than any 
other J ewieh author. 

Beth Elohim is memorable as the 
Cradle of Reform Judaism in 

. 
r . ,•.,"rj r ~ .,k ,I I\ -. •I '' 

.-..<-)\"':)!; •• ' " ., . ~, .. J,; ;.,-., -\ ~,,.~· 
NEW TABERNACLE, 1949 

America. In 1824 a group of members, their petition for changes in the service 
refused, organized the "Reformed Society of Israelites" which existed until 1833. 
When the old Synagogue bumed in 1838, this group, augmented by others, won 
out in the propoeal to install an organ in the new (present) building. Liberal 
Judaism thus took root in the United States. 

Throughout two centuries Beth Elohim has furnished leadership in the city, 
the state, the country: in war and in peace, in business and in the am. in pro
f ession, and in religion. Their names are too numerous to list. They have left 
their mark in deeds which are a rich legacy for all American Jews. 

THE PRESENT ... 1775, the first Jew to hold an elective office in the modem 
world. One year later he took part in the defense of the 
frontiers during the American Revolution, was scalped by 
Indian, and died on August 1, 1776, being the first Jew to 
give his life for our country. 

INTERIOR. 1792 While Beth Elohim takes a natural pride in iu long and 
historic background, the congregation continues vigorous in 
iu service to the present and the future. 

The young congregation worshipped in 1everal places 
until 1780 when a site was purchased on Huell Street 
( where the congregation still is) and a cotton gin Wat con• 
verted into a Synagogue. In 1792 an impressive Synagogue 
was built, which was destroyed in the great fire of 1838. 

The present Synagogue, considered one of the country's 
rmeat examples of Greek Revival architecture, designed by 
C. L -Wamer and built by David Lopez in 1840, it the 
eecond oldest synagogue building in the U. S. and the oldest 
in continuous use. 

In 1790 Beth Elohim wrote congratulation, to George 
Wahington on becoming President. In his reply, Washing
ton aaid: 

"May the same temporal and etemal blessings which 
you implore for me, rest upon your congregation." 

Impelled by the traditional Jewish devotion to charity, 
the members of Beth Elohim established, in 1784, the 
Hebrew Benevolent Society, oldest in the U. S., and in 1801, 
the Hebrew Orphan Society, both existing today. 

;z ~~~'.:::}~jt~~r~f ;f W(~~fffi 
·. :~, . ·.·.:·. ..... .... 

:~:· • 

Ju two hundred members are active in religious life 
and are vital forces in the leadership of the community . 

Iu president, Thomas J. Tobias, is a direct descendant 
of J oeeph Tobias, the first president of the congregation in 
1750, and Abraham Alexander, who served as Rabbi during 
the Revolution. The congregation's membership include, 
other descendanu of the founders of 1750. 

The Congregation has a vital Sisterhood, an active 
Brotherhood, a lively young married and unmarried group 
known as the Temple Supper Club, and a vigorous Youth 
League. lu Religious School is housed in a recently con
structed Tabemacle on the site of the old one. Religious 
devotion is strong. 

Iu members are active in all Jewish communal affairs, 
and hold important posts in the general community, such 
as: chairman of the County Board of Education, member 
of the S. C. State Porta Authority, directors of the County 
Health Department and of the County Tuberculosis As
sociation, and are found on the City School Board and 
many other important agencies. They are leaders in the 
professions, in business, in the arts, and in public service. 



THE FUTURE ... 
For the future, Beth Elohim has three major obligations: to inspire its 

members to fuliillment as Jews and as Americans; to serve the community in all 
its aspect!; and to make its own history available as part of the rightful heritage 
of all American Jews. 

For its members and the local community the Tabernacle, just rebuilt at a 
heavy cost for so small a group, and the historic Synagogue will continue as focal 
points of Jewish life and religion. 

For American Jews, the Bi-Centennial Celebration in 1950 of the founding 
of the Charleston Jewish Community, as signalized in the birth of Beth Elohim, 
fixes nation-wide attention on 200 years of loyal and creative Jewish living in 
America, a rich contribution to the American way of life which sheds luster an'd 
dignity on American Jewry as a whole. 

For those with personal ties to the Congregation, through family or friend
ship, for those of all faiths who recognize the values which such a past can con
tribute to the future, K. K. Beth Elohim has established a Patron Membership 
with minimum dues of $20 a year. Beth Elohim, historic home of many American 
Jews and traditional heritage of all, will welcome your aid and support in con
tinuing a vital, creative .A. merican Judaism. l n addition, you will have another 
religi,ow home, receive regular information about our work, and be listed of
ficially. Our Congregati-On ,and Rabbi will be happy to serve you in any way. 

K. K. Beth Elohim 
72 Hasell Street 
Charleston 8, S. C. 

I wish to become a Patron Member of historic K. K. Beth 
Elohim. I enclose a check for$_________ _ _ You may bill me 

for $_ _ -----------· 

NAME 

ADDRESS --------------------------
City and State ____________ _______ _ 

Patron Membership, $20 per year minimum; 
Permanent Patron, $250. 

Others who might also be interested: 



Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim 
FOUNDED 1750 

The Cradle of Reform Judaism, 1824 

72 HASELL STREET 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
• 

ARTHUR V. WILLIAMS, PRES. EMERITUS 
THOMAS J. TOBIAS, PRESIDENT 
EDWIN S. l'EARLSTINE. VICE-PRESIDENT 
DR. LEON IANOV, JR., TREASURER 
SAMUEL H. JACOIS, SECRETARY 

st BROAD ST .• PHONE 822.I 

• 
DR. ALLAN TARSHISH. RABBI 
85 MONTAGU ST., PHONE 2-4634 

1750 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 27, 1950 

Just a line to express appreciation for the 
outstanding success which you made or our joint bicentennial 
religious service. It was a memorable experience to hear 
you talk. The entire canmunity has expressed great 
enthusiasm over your address. 

It was a great personal pleasure getting to meet 
you and I regret that I was unable to cane to Rabbi Tarshish's 
home after the service. I was just too worn out from 
bicentennial responsibilities. It was perhaps just as well 
as I talked too much at dinner time anyway! 

As President of Beth Elohim I wish to say that your 
appearance at our historic synagogue was in itself a historic 
occasion. It was a g at privilege having you. 

Cordially yours, 

P.S. I understand that you were interested in our bicentennial 
souvenir plate so I am sending you one. 

- Bicentennial Celebration, Two Centuries of American Judaism- 1950 
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1750 

BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
Charleston Jewish Community 

Celebrating 200 Years 0£ American Jewish Life In Charleston 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLI A 

November 29, 1950 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

On behalf of the entire community of Charleston, I 
express our sincere apureciation to you for the time and 
effort you so generously contributed to make our Bicen
tennial celebration the success we had hoped it would be. 

I use the term "entire community of Charleston" ad
visedly, because we have had most favorable comments 
from numbers of the citizens who heard the radio broad
cast of your talk, as well as from those who were nresent 
to hear you in nerson. • 

We have been very much concerned about your return 
trip in the severe storm that disrupted transportation 
schedules in the area to which you were going and hope 
that you suffered no hardship. 

Mr. Tobias, President of Beth Elohim, is sending you 
one of the Bicentennial plates sponsored by that congrega
tion. It can be a tangible souvenir of an event that 
united the Jews of Charleston in spirit and fellowship 
more than any other circumstance in recent years. 

Personally, it was a privilege to have you in Charles
ton and to be with you informally at the Tarshish home. 
I hope to have the pleasure of being with you again. 

Very sincerely yours, 

<Ztz:CZ:.~ 
Mrs. Harry M. Rubin 
Chairman 
Steering Committee 

RER:sf 

1950 
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CH RLESTO 
BICE TE 

JE H COM 1l KT -
rr L CELEBR TIO 

_750-19 0 
The Jcwii-h comnrnnitv of Cltarle:-iton. South Carolina. ,,., 

200 ycar1-, of Amcriean Jewi:-11 life in Cltarle~to11. 
cel<'hratin« r 

The central figure about whieh the program will he planned j!'i Fran
c,~ ahador, offieC'r in the ReYolutionary army, fin-,L Jew to he elected to puh
Jic offic<" ju outh Carolina ( and prohably in Amcriea l. fir:--l South Carolina 
Jew to lose hii- life in the M·nic_•e of hi:- <·ountry. 

TE.YT tT/1 ' /~ />J<OGR t \I 

. mHla) , ,o,. 19: ( )pe11i11g of 1-peeial Biecnlenn
ial exhihib at Gihlwi- rt Gal-

\lornhn. \0\. ~0: 

J,·n aJHl f.harlf'!--l011 \1 u:-enm: 
~ui,led tour::- to plae<',., of hi:-
tori<' intere,.,t. 

t_f l<'rll0011: lkdieation of 
plaque to nwmor~ of Franei:
Sah ador. \\ ith <·o-operation of 
Chadt·,.,ton llii-torie Co111mi:-
!--io11, Dan:,d1ter~ of I he A mer
i<'an Re, olut ion. on~ of the 
He,olution and other oq.rnrn
zations. 

_\ .i;,!111: Banquet. \\ ith 11atio11-
all~· known s1waker. 

Tue:-day, o,. 21: Open inf! 11ight of pageant. '·For Those \Vho Li,·e in the 

un", profe~~iona11y written and produced. d,·picting th 

hi:,;torv of the Je,\s of Charleston a!,!ain:-t the hat·k.,round . ~ r 
of the comm uni tv. 

\Vedne~day, ~ ov. 22: Pageant ""For Tho:,;e \"X ' ho Live 111 the Sun'". 

Thurs,lay. ~o,. 23: Pa/!eant , '"For Tho~e \rho Liv<' m the . 1rn ''. 

Friday, 1 °'. 2 t: pecial religion:- :-en·1c<•:-. 

A~ early as 169:i tlwre 

i::- rceor1le,l evidenee that 

Jew~ lived in Charleston: 

h~ 17:iO there were enough 

to organize a eongn•gation. 

In that year Congrc)!alion 

Kahal K.uloi-h Beth Elo

h i 111 ( HoJy Congregation 

Hou:-<' of God l lweanw in

eorporated. and has con

tim1etl through the year:-. 

It was jn this ~ame Con
~regation jn 182 l that Re
form .J uclai~m had its birth 
111 America; here that the 
:-eeond 
. chool 
18:38: 
or!!;an 

was or/!a11 izecl 111 

here that the fir:-l 
was in talled in a 

1-ynagogue Ill the rnited 
tale:- in 18-W. 
From this ,·ongregation, 

from tim to tim , hav 

lrRJ'/'/1 SJJ .. 1/,() \I ."i) \ :l<;O<;l 1~· 

1 I 1111 

fl/A \l 1,;1, Sl',\AGOGl E 



temmed the other three con~regation m Charle ton: Brith Sholom olde t 

orthodox con°regat1on in th South and on of the old t in the country, or

ganized in 1856; Beth I rael, orthodox congregation organized in 1911; Eman

uel, con r ative con~regation orr,aniz d in 194 7. 

From earliect da Jews ha e parti ipated in the economic and cultural 

lif of Charl ton to . u h an extent that th hi tor of Charl ton J , r r fleet 

th g neral background of Chari ton. For xample: Mo, e Lindo who wa, an 

important fi~ure in the fl v lopment of th ex1,01·t trad in the indigo indu try 

of South Carolina; Micha I Lazaru~ who bi-ought t am na igation to th Savan

nah Ri r • Jo hua Lazaru who introduc d illuminatincr ga to Charl ton in 

1840· Judah P. B njamin Se r tar of th Confedera , who p nt hi boy

hood in Charle ton; P nina Moi , w ll known po te , and many others, in

cludino- four of the nin founder of th Supr m Council of Scotti h Rite Ma on

ry ( founded in Chai-le. ton in 1801 1. So it i . fitting that the entire ommunity 

J wi h and non J wi h, are parti ipating jointly in the Bi nt nnial. 

While the prooTa:m for th community celebration will be one ntrated 

in th p riod of th , ek of Nov mb r 19 19-0, many otl: r v nt will tak 

place throughout the entir,e Bicent nnial y ar. One uch v nt , ill be Beth 

Elohim own celeb1·ation of it founding on the actual date, September 15, 

wh n a re-d di ation of the T ·mpl will take place with appropriate xerci e . 

Anoth r will b th r I a of th book, History of the J ws of Charleston, by 

the Jewi h Publication Society, in October. 

Vi itor to Chad ton for the Bicent nnial will al o enJoy eeino- the 

plac of int r t that J ring thou and of touri t ea h y ar to one of America 

mo t hi toric citie . 

For information uJrite to 

BCE TE I CO MITIEE 
58 St. Philip t. 

Charle ton, S C. 
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TEN1'ATIVE PROGRAM 

TI 

ov. 13: Re iew of book The Jew of Charle ton" ~ at 
the Charle ton Free Library. 

Sunday, Nov. 19: Opening of pecial Bicentennial exhihit at 

Monday 

Tue day 

Wedne da 

Thur da 

Friday 

Saturday 

Gihbe rt Gallery and Charle. ton :Mu eum • 
guided tour to place of hi . toric intere t. 

ov. 20: A/ter110011 : Dedication of plaque to memory 
of Franci Salvador with co-operation of Char
le ton Hi toric Commi ~ion. city council, and 
patriotic organization . 

Nigh t : Banqu t.. with nationally known 
peaker. 

o . 21: Opening night of hi toric play with mtLIC 

·For Tho e Who Live in the Sun profe -
·ion ally written and prod need by Sam Byrd, 
depicting the hi tory of the Jew of Charle ton 
again t the background of the community. 

o,. 22: Pia}~ For Tho 'e w·ho Live in th 
by Sam Byrd. 

un ! 

o . 23: Pia '"For Tho ~ Who Li 111 the . un ., 
by Sam Byrd. 

0 . 24: Special religion . 
er ire . 

o . 25: Play For Tho Who Li in the Sun ' by 
Sam Byrd. 
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The Jew · of Charle ton have their root. deep in the hi tory of 
Charle ton and An1erica. J ewi h pioneer began to ettle here oon 
after the founding of die colony in 1670. The earlie t mention of 
a Jew i in 1695, when Governor Archdale write that he had a 
Spani h- peaking Jew to act a an interpreter in dealing with a group 
of Spani h- peaking Indian. from Florida. But there were prob
ably Jew here before that tim . and the name ot Jew .. appear in 
the city record prior to 1700. 

Along with other the e early Jewi h :ettler were primarily 
attracted to Charle. ton by the climate of religion freedom which 
exi ted here from the beginning. They were few in number at fir t 
and wor hipp d in each other lton1e . But by 1750 there were 
more than a dozen Jewi h familie in the city .. , a ufficient number 
to organize a religion congregation. ln10 t two core y<'ar before 
the birth of the United State , it elf Kahal Kado h Beth Elohim 
( Holy Congregation Hou. e of God came into being on 'September 
15, 1750. So it i that all the Jew of Charle ton are celebrating 
in 1950 the Bicentennial of the Jewi h community a .. ignalized hy 
the founding of Beth Elohim it fir. t organization. 

While the Jew of Charle ton from the heginning expre ed a 
profound devotion to their religion life they have never lived 
i olated or in a vacuum hut have been part and parcel of the c01n
munity a a whole from the earlie t time until today. Charle ton 
Jew have participated in the very creation of our late and country. 
Jo eph Levy fought a a lieutenant again t the Indian in the 
Cherokee War of 1760 probably the fir t Jewi h officer in America. 

A notahle figure wa the brilliant young Franci Salvador~ who 
came fro1n England to Charle ~ton h fore the Revolution and early 
identified him elf with the cau e of freedom. He wa elected a 
Deputy to the Provincial Congre of South Carolina in 1775, and 
later re-elected. Thi group threw off Briti h rule and et up the 
fir t independent government in the United State . Thu Franci 
Salvador hecame one of the fir t Jew to hold an elective office in 
the We tern world. A year later, taking part in the def en e of the 



frontiers during the Revolution, he was scalped by Indians and died 
on ugust 1, 1776. Ile was the first Jew to give up his life for our 
country and stands as a ymbol of Jewish participation in the crea
tion of the United States. 

Many other Charleston Jews saw service in the Revolution, both 
as officers and in the ranks. Of the 60 men in Cavtain Lushington's 
company during the siege of Charleston, half were Jews. They 
took part in the War of ] 812 and in the Mexican War. During the 
War Between the States, 182 Jews of Charleston served in the Con
federate army and 25 of them gave their lives. (The average loss 
in the Confederate Army was 10 per cent.) 

Charleston Jewry contributed many lead
ers to the Lost Cause. Judah P. Benjamin, 
Secretary of State, known as the "brains of 
the Confederacy", lived here as a boy, was 
educated here, and attended services at Beth 
Elohim, of which his parents were members. 
Other notable Jews of this area were Dr. David 
C. De Leon, the first Surgeon-General of the 
Confederacy, and A. C. Mayers, the first Qu3r
termaster General. 

J 

they established the Hebrew 
Orphan Society, which was 
the first to employ the modern 
system of placing orphans in 
private homes. This So-ciety 
still exists. 

Masonry with its emphasi 
on the brotherhood of man 
strongly appealed to the Jews 
of Charleston. Isaac Da 
Costa, one of the founder of 

Charleston Jews have also been notable 
in their participation in civic undertakings 
from the earliest times to the present day. 
They have always been part of the community 
and have worked for it betterment. Jews 
were members of benevolent organizations 
from the earliest days, such a the St. Andrews 
Society, the South Carolina Society, and other 

K. K. BETH El,OTIH1 SYNAGOGUE 
groups. 

The College of Charleston, the oldest municipal College in the 
country, lists Jewish alumni from early days, and Jews have been 
among the chief contrihutors to this educational in titution. Only 
recently Mrs. Isabel Cohen Doud, a descendant of Mordecai Cohen, 
himself a philanthropist of the early 19th century, willed some 
$200,000 Lo the College, its largest benefaction. Jews were also 
early contributors to the Charleston Library and to the Charleston 
Orphan House. 

Jews also took care of the needy of their own faith. They or
ganized the Hehrew Benevolent 'Society in 1784 and it is still active 
today, the oldest such organization in the nited States; and in 1801, 

) Beth Elohim, was a member 
of Charleston's King Solomon 
Lodge in 1753, and many 
Charleston Jews belonged to 
Friendship Lodge as early as 
1766. The Supreme Council 
of Scottish Rite Masonry was 
founded in Charleston in 
1801, with Jews as four of 
the nine founders. 

Jews have also taken an 

B'RITH SHALOM SYNAGOGUE 

EMANUEL SYNAGOGUE 



active and prominent part in the economic life of Charle ton. Be
fore the Re o)ution. indigo. next to rice, wa the backbone of the 
colony' pro perity. fo. t of u know how Eliza Luca began the 
cultivation of indigo· but not o many are aware that a Jew, Mo e 
Lindo a former London indigo 1nerchant.1 came to Charle. ton and 
wa re pon ihle for the development of the export trade in indigo 
to uch an extent that he wa. mac1e Surveyor an<l ln~pector General 
of Indigo for the Colony of South Carolina. Hi mark of in pection 
qualified the Carolina-grown product for acceptance in the Briti h 
111arket . He i.' generally credited with heing one of tho e mo t re-
pon ible for the great develop1uent of thi indu trv before the 

Revolution. 

There were al o: Michael Lazaru , who brought team_ naviga
tion to the 'Savannah River· ~- C. Mordecai., who e. tabli hed a 
line of team hip hetween Charle ton and Havana; Daniel Hart 
con ul to the Kingdom of Hollanrl; Jo hua Lazaru , who introduced 
illun1inating ga to Charle ton in 1840 • l\1ordecai Cohen, one of the 
leading bu ine men of the . late., anrl Nathan athan a prominent 
planter. 

There ha,·e al o been man_ prominent Charle ton Jewi h 
arti L writer , doctor~, lawyer, ., judge , and political figure too 
numerou to me-ntion. Of pe ·ial intere .. t wa .. Solomon Heydenfeldt 
horn in Charle ton, who e1nigrated we L and hec-ame a Ju tice of the 
Supreme Court of California in tl1e middle of the 19th century. 
Bernard I. Barud1, on l1i mother'' ide i des<·ended from Hartwig 
Cohen., Rabhi of Beth Elohim from 1818 to 1823. 

Charle ton . Jewi h community today ha , about 2000 individ
ual about 600 familie . There are four congregation . a Jewi h co1n-
1nunity center and a number of other or0'1nization which will he 
Ii ted in thi hrochnre under the heading. "·Place of lntere. t to 
Vi it. 

In 1790 wl1en George Wa hington wa inau 0 urate a the fir t 
pre ident of the , nited Stc1te Jacoh Cohen, then pre i,lent of Beth 
Elohim wrote him a letter of congratulation. . In hi re1>ly W a hing
ton aid: 

The lihera lity of enti111ent toward each other 
which 1nark every political and religion de
nomination of man in thi. country tand . un
paralleled in the hi tory of nation ... May the 
aine temporal and eternal hle ing , which . on 

implore for me re t upon our congregation. 



The . pirit ·~· pr . ~t•fl in \\a . hin 11to11·. lttt<·r to the Jt•, ~ oi 
Charle ton ha~ <·ndurcd. Jews ha,e Jhed Ju•rf• in peaet and 
, eeuril\ for mon" than 200 ) t ari-. in harmony with tht ir nt ighhor . . 
and in aeth e participation in tlw Ii£· of the t·omnmnit~ a11<I the 
countr}. Thi. i,' not only a tribute to the Jen~. hnt a trihutt· to 
the , pirit of Charl( ~ton aml the Am rit·an ,Jr(•am. 

Thu: the Bit·t•ntennial <'elt'hration of 1950 l-iland: not only a. 
a commemoration of two c·t•nturie. of Jewi~h life in Charle. ton. hut 
a,' a L ymhoL a tlt>mon~tra tion of the ~piri I of mulf•r. landing all() 
mutual re. peel. , hich ha!-- exi:tt d in thi~ ~fr,\ \\' orld. 

Today wlwn m n art t--ee•king Wei)~ anti tt>('hniqtw. for 1wople 
to li,~e tog ther in ju.:tice and peace .. Charle. ton L a Jh,ing tl<"m
on ·tration that this ean he done. e lune hegun the pattern 
whereby men may expre., the: ir o, n i)l(lh iduality in fulfillnwnt., 
and yet join together f )r the gr<·at eommon ith>al. W( all hol(I to
gether. Thi. hi"ent, .. nnial of the Charlt>~lon .Tel\ i~h <·ommunit~ t·om
memorate the , or king of the A meriea n \\ ay of ]ifo o, er a 1wriotl 
of mor than t, o eenlurie in one nwrican cit). 

T 
l K. K. Beth EloJ1i 111- -72 t. Rcligiou. ervi<·f•~ Ii ritht)' 
at 8 P. 1. and atunlay all l \. 1. J~o opt,n dail from 9 \. f. to 
l P. t Dr. Ban Tar~hi~h., Rahhi. Thoma. J. Tohia~., prt•. idt>nt. 
Founded 17:-0. One of the oldc t <·01wn gation. in the Unite<I 

tate . econd olde t nagoO'ue huilding in the . . anti the olde 'l 
in continuon~ n e. Pre~enl ~ nagogu }milt in 1810. on :ite of 
former one huih in 17()2, CoJllrreu-ation ha~ he, n on ~anH> silt" . in<·P 
1780. Iron gate and fence dat • from 1792. The Cradle of Rt form 
Judai , m in \me.riea., whcr • R form .1 udai!'\m , tarted in the l •. . in 
1824. Pre. <mt ynaO'oMue , a the fir~t Jewi . h eongre"Htion in the 

. S. to in tall an organ. ote the unu. uaJ tran~1ation of the hema 
o, er th gr at door., the fact that th S nagogu~ face Ea t. the paint
ing of the old Synagogue., the remnant of the old ('Orner~tone. the 
Menorah - dating Lack to 1802 ( loi,.t for ~ome 70 year: um1er the 
huildincr and then fount] anti th unu, ua] ark ith the ~ nerahle 
t;croll of tlw Law. The Bieentennial Tahernaele ,uljoining the Syn
agogue i huih on the ~ite of the old Talwrnade 1838-1948 1n 

which wa founded the , econd Jewi. h unda . ehoo] in the 
Penina Moi e., poet and hymn writer., taught h r . 

2 Beth Elohim , Coming treet C m ter - 189 Coming t. One 
of the old ,' l Jewi :h cemeterie. in merica., with grave · dating ha<·k 
to 1762. Hen· are lmri d man hi. toric per on, . 



3) Former Shearith 1 rael C.ongregation- ~ 1 entworth St., between 
Meeting and An on. ow a Negro church. When Beth Elohim 
in tailed an organ in 1840.. a group eceded and organized thi 
Synagogue in 181.7. Returned to parent congregation in 1866. Note 
that thi building al o face ideway to the treet o that wor hipper 
could face Ea t. 

4) 88 Broad St. ( next to the County Court Hou e ) - Former home 
of the Hebrew Orphan 'Society now an office building. A plaque 
relate it connection with the Hebrew Orphan Society. 

5) Brith Sholo111 'Synagogue-64 St. Philip St. Religiou Ser
vice : Friday, undown and 8:15 P. M. Saturday 9:00 A. M. Pre • 
ident Melvin Jacoh~. Founded in 1856. One of the olde t Ortho
dox congregation in the country and the olde t in the South. Beau
tiful interior. 

6) Beth I rael Synagogue- 1821/2 Rutledge Ave. Alo Ortho
dox. Religion Service : Friday , undown; Saturday, 9 :00 A. M. 
Loni Tuch1uan, Rabbi. Martin Cha e, pre ident. Organized in 
1911. Thi congregation in 1948 dedicated it new and beautiful 
Synagogue building. 

7) Synagogue Ernanuel- 78 Gordon St. Conservative. Religion 
Servic : F'riday, 8:15 P.}1. , Saturday, 7:45- · 9:15 A. M. , 10:30-
11 :30 A.M. Lewi Weintraub, Rabbi. Nathan Goldberg pre ident. 
Thi i the mot recent congregation, organized in 1947. Note thi 
tform er army chapel converted into a Synagogue in excellent ta te. 

8) Jewi~h Conununity Center- --58 St. Philip St. athan Shulman, 
Director. David S. Gol,lberg, pre ident. A Jewi h connnunity cen
ter, organized in 1923, went out of exi~tence. It wa reorganized in 
1945. Meeting place £or uch organization a the ational Council 
of Jewi h Wo1nen, B'nai B'rith and it Wo1nan Auxiliary JewLh 
War Veteran Zioni t Organization of An1erica, Hada~ ah Jewi h 
Welfare Fund and other . 

Vi itors to Charle ton for the Bicentennial will al o enjoy eeing 
the place of intere t that bring thou and of touri t each year to 
one of America' mo t hi toric citie . 

For in.formation write to 

BCE TE ILC TT 
58 St. Phi ip St. 

Cha esto S 
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A BI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY IN CHARLESTON 

THE STORY OF CONGREGATION BETH ELOHIM 

by 

Dr. Allan Tarshish 

The Governor of South Carolina, John Archdale, recorded that 

soon after he assumed office in 1695 some Spanish speaking Floridian 

Indians were captured, and he wrote: "I had a Jew for an interpreter." 

This is the first mention of a Jew in the colony of Charleston, 

which had been founded only twenty-five years before, in 1670. Who 

this Jew was, except that he probably was a S'fardic Jew who could 

speak Spanish, whether he was the only one in the colony at that 

time or whether there were others, how long he or they had been in 

the community, we do not know. 

But we do know that September 15, 1950, marks the 200th anni

versary of the founding of Congregation Beth Elohim of Charleston, 

S. C., one of the oldest Jewish congregations in the United States, 

the Cradle of Reform Judaism in America, the religious home of the 

first Jew who died for American independence, the congregation which 

was the first to place an organ in its synagogue, and the second to 

establish a Jewish Sunday school. 

Is there any meaning to this bi-centennial anniversary beyond 

the marking of a length of years? Why did Liberal Judaism in the 

• United States come to light first in this olj aristocratic Siphardic 

congregation of the Deep South? How did it happen that this group 

helped to pioneer in Jewish education? Why does patriotism run like 
. 

a continuous motif through its history? If we explore the answers 

to these questions we can learn much about the story of American 

Judaism. 

• 
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Early Days 

Though we do not know the name of the Jew who served as an 

interpreter in 1695, we know the names and more about four Jews who 

lived in Charleston in 1697, and many others after that. For, from 

its beginnings, Charleston showed a liberal attitude toward differ

ing religious groups. The Constitution proposed for the colony by 

the famous liberal philosopher, John Locke, expressly states that 

"Jews, heathens and dissenters" be entitled to the same rights as 

those of the dominant faith (Episcopalians). Though this constitu

tion was not adopted, its spirit was observed in many ways. In 

1697, the Assembly enacted an enabling law permitting citizenship 

rights for all aliens who applied. Some sixty aliens successfully 

petitioned for such rights, including four Jews. It is also on 

record that Jews participated in an election as early as 1703. Thus 

the practice as well as the theory of equal rights for all religious 

groups was early established in Charleston. 

Charleston also soon became one of the most prosperous and 

cultured of the colonies. Josiah Quincy wrote to his wife in 1773, 

"In grandeur, splendor of buildings, commerce, shipping and indeed 

in almost everything, Charleston far surpasses all I ever saw in 

America." Its early prosperity was primarily based on rice and 

indigo. 

There was established in Charleston the oldest city college 

in the United States, the first Chamber of Commerce, and one of the 

oldest library societies. In 1826 the city had four free schools, 

though free schooling was not general in the country until after 

the Civil War. 
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The Jews participated in this economic prosperity and culture, 

and flourished in this atmosphere of liberalism. Jews were merchant~ 

brokers, ship owners. They advertised in the newspapers everything 

from calicoes to Spanish olives and Barbadoes rum. 

Moses Lindo 

Joseph Tobias called his schooner "The Judith." Moses Lindo 

called his ship "The Lindo Packett." Moses Lindo was one of the 

most interesting and important figures of that early time. He came 

to Charleston from London to purchase indigo. Great Britain, be

fore the Revolution, paid a bounty on indigo from the British 

colonies. Lindo saw that South Carolina indigo could become im

portant in its economic life and so he settled in Charleston to 

develop it. A group of merchants and leaders testified that he was 

"the only person known to us capable of rendering this service" and 

thus he was made Inspector General of Indigo. Unquestionably Moses 

Lindo was greatly instrumental in making indigo one of the main

stay's of the colony's prosperity. 

He is not mentioned as active in the affairs of Beth Elohim, 

but undoubtedly he was a devoted Jew, for we find that in 1770 he 

sent a contribution to Brown University in Providence, R.I., be

cause it admitted Jews . 

The Founding of Beth Elohim 

The Jews of Charleston must have held services and met to

gether as Jews before 1750, but ·at first they were few in number, 

and it was not until the day after Rosh Ha-shono of 1750 that they 

met formally and decided to organize "Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim 

Un've Shalom--Holy Congregation House of God and Mansion of Peace" 

...... -
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(the "Mansion of Peace" was later dropped and we presume there was 

no particular significance to its omission). It was the fourth or 

fifth Jewish congregation in the United States. The president was 

Joseph Tobias, and it is interesting that in 1950, two hundred years 

later, a direct descendent of his, Thomas Jeffer~on Tobias. is pras~

dent of the congregation. 

Beth Elohim was strictly Orthodox and followed the Siphardic 

minhag (mode of prayers), though there were a number of German and 

Polish Jews among its membership. The constitution of 1820 has been 

preserved and can give us an idea of the autocratic nature of the 

rules of the congregation. 

Every Jew, resident in Charleston, over twenty-one years of 

age, had to be a member. After he was a member for two years, he 

might be entitled to become a Yochid. The Y'chidim elected ·twenty

five members as a Go·1eral Adjunta 1 The General Adjunta elected seven 

members as the Private Adjunta. This Private Adjunta really ruled 

the congregation, 

There were severe regulations about attending meeting~, servic~ 

and observing the Sabbath and Holydays, with heavy fines for viola

tions. One rule stated that no other synagogue could be established 

within five miles of the city, and if anyone was guilty of such an 

"atrocious offense" he forfeited all honors in the congregation 

FOREVER. And if he returned, he had to pay a fine o! $2001 00 and 

could receive no burial until the fine was paid, 

From 1750 to 1780 the congregation worshipped in various 

places. In 1780 they secured a site on Hasell Street (where the 

congregation still is), ana eaav..--ed .. . aa Gld cgtton gin tact~ry into 

a synagogue. In 1792 they buil\ lhelr ... ~agegue which was in 
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use until 183$, when it was destroyed by fire. Lafayette, who 

visited this Synagogue in 1825, described it as "spacious and ele

gant." Inside it looked like a typical synagogue of the period 

with a praying desk in the center and benches facing the praying 

desk on each side, but outside it looked like a church and had a 

steeple. A cemetery at 189 Coming Street was acquired in 1764, 

which is still in use and is the largest pre-Revolutionary Jewish 

cemetery in the United States. 

Francis Salvador and the Revolution -
Young Francis Salvador come to Charleston from England in the 

beginning of December, 1773. ''His manners were those of a polished 

gentleman," said a contemporary. He came from a wealthy family and 

owned 7000 acres of land. He must have made an impression very 

quickly, for in 1774 he was elected one of the representatives of 

his district to the Provincial Congress of South Carolina, and thus 

became one of the first Jews to hold an elective office in the 

modern world. He was also elected to the second Provincial Con

gress and held a number of important posts. In 1776 the second 

Provincial Congress became the first General Assembly of the State. 

Soon after the end of this Assembly in April, 1776, the 

British fleet anchored off Charleston, which was the signal for the 

Indians and the Tories to attack the colony from the rear. Francis 

Salvador heard of the massing of the enemy and made a perilous ride 

through enemy lines to bring reinforcements from Major Andrew 

Williamson. Thus he came to be known as the "Jewish Paul Revere." 

The reinforcements assembled on July 25. On July 31, 

Williamson set out to surround the enemy, with Salvador beside him, 
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but instead they were ambushed and a battle ensued. Salvador was 

shot with arrows, scalped, and died on the battle field, but he 

lived long enough to hear from Williamson that the enemy had been 

driven off. His last words expressed his joy at the deliverance of 

his compatriots. He died on August 1, 1776, as far as we know, the 

first Jew to die on the field of battle during the Revolution. 

When he died he was only twenty-nine years old and had lived 

but three years in America, but he left an enduring impression. 

Another Charlestonian, Joseph Levy, was probably the first 

Jew to hold an officer's commission in America. In 1757 he was com

missioned a lieutenant, fought in the Cherokee War of 1760, and 

also in the American Revolution. 

During the Revolution so many Jews of Charleston enlisted in 

Richard Lushington's Company that it was known as the "Jews' Com-

pany.n 

Jews. 

Of the sixty men in the group, some twenty or thirty were 

Post Revolutionary Days 

After the Revolution the new constitution of the State of \ 

South Carolina of 1790 read in part: "The free exercise and enjoy

ment of religious profession and worship without discrimination or 

preference shall forever hereafter be allowed within this state to 

all mankind." 

An interesting incident occurnrl in connection with this con

stitutional convention. Christopher Knight had been elected a dele

gate and evidently a number of Jews had voted for him. He wanted 

to express his gratitude and sent fifty guineas (about $250.00) to 

Beth Elohim to serve the poor. Jacob Cohen, the president of the 

congregation, returned the money and, though expressing his apprecia-

, 
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tio~ stated that the congregation could not accopt the gift "as it 
may be suggested at some future period that thQ members of our com
munity were to be brought." 

It was this Jacob Cohen who in 1790, as president of Beth 
Elohim, joined with the Jewish congregations of New York, Philadelphia 
and Richmond to write a letter of congratulation to George Washington 
on his election as president of the United States. Washington re
sponded in part: 

"The liberality of sentiment towards each other, which 
marks every political and religious denomination of man 
in this country stands unparalleled in the history of 
nations .... 

"May the same temporal and eterna;J. blessings which you 
implore for me, rest upon your congr r~gation." 

Marriages and Due::.§. 

The members of the congregation were blessed with many joys, 
including weddings. One marriage notice arpearing in the daily press 
of 1784 is of interest: 11 Last Wednesday was married in the 16th year 

• of her age, at her mother's house near the Jegroes' burying ground 
in this city, by Rabbi Abraham Alexander, M·i..ss Rachel de la Motta, 
a native of St. Croix, to Abraham De Pass o:. Jamaiea, two persons 
in whom l-tit, beauty., and good. nature never f'.hined more conspicuous!" 

Jews, like non-Jews., had their differences and, following the 
customs of their environmeRt, they often enfaged in duels. When 
Mordecai Noah lived in Charleston in 1811-12, he had to fight a duel 
with another Jew named Cantor. In 1834 Jaco) Schirmer made this 
comment in his diary: "Duel on the race cou:•"Se between Moise and 
Cohen, latter mortally wounded and died on tt·e 12th." And as late 
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as 1874, O.R. Levy and Benjamin Hernandez fought a duel at the corner 

of Broad and Meeting Streets (one of the main centers of the town). 

It might be of interest to note that to this day when an official 

of the state takes his oath of office, he must swear that he will not 

fight a duel or be a second to it. Dueling, however, is actually 

no longer in practice! 

The Golden Age of Charleston 
$ 

After the American Revolution the city of Charleston entered 

upon its golden age, which reached its peak about 1820. In 1800 

Charleston had the largest Jewish population in the United States, 

with 500 Jews compared to 400 in New York. Even in 1826, when there 

were about 6000 Jews in the United States as estimated by Isaac Harby, 

there were about 400 Jews in all of New England, the same number in 

Pennsylvania, in Virginia, in North Carolina, and in Georgia, about 

950 in New York State--and 1200 in South Carolina. In 1825 one of 

Lafayette's companions wrote at length in his Journal about the Jews 

of South Carolina, and said that nowhere else were they in sufficient 

numbers to notice. 

Leading Jews of Charleston brough steam navigation to the 

Savannah River, introduced illuminating gas to Charleston in 1840, 

established a line of steamships between Charleston and Havana, and 

pioneered in other industrial enterprises. There were also well

known Jewish writers, painters, teachers, lawyers, and physicians. 

At one time, of the four newspapers in Charleston, two were edited 

by Jews. Jews were active in the social and charitable life of the 

community. Of the nine people who founded the Supreme Council of 

Scottish Rite Masonry in Charleston in 1801, four were Jews. 
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They also took care of members of their own faith. In 1784 

they established the Hebrew Benevolent Society, still in existence 

and the oldest such society in the United States. In 1801, they 

also founded the Hebrew Orphan Society, which also still exists. It 

has become a trust organization with only eighteen members and~ 

sort of honorary society of Jewish life in Charleston. Those Jews 

who have distinguished themselves in service to the Jewish com

munity, are elected to its membership when a vacancy occurs. 

The Beginning of the Refonn Movement 

Cordial interfaith relations existed among Jews and Christians. 

It was in this spirit that Rev. Samuel Gilman, outstanding minister 

of the Unitarian Church of Charleston, author of the ode "Fair 

Harvard," a friend of many of the members of Beth Elohim, came to 

the synagogue one morning and later wrote his impressions of the 

service in the North American Review of Boston. 

He noted with surprise that people sat or stood at will. Dur

ing the service one of the prominent members walked over to him and 

discussed a difficult point of Hebrew grammar, and then continued 

to converse on general subjects. The Rev. Gilman admired the 

gentleman's scholarship and sense of hospitality, but wondered about 

his piety. 

The liturgy was in Hebrew and Spanish, the Spanish being used 

to announce the contributions offered. Chanting went on "with 

great indistinctness and volubility, now sinklng into a low murmur, 

now in violent vociferation." The service took three hours, be

cause it was rapidly done. He was informed that if it were properly 

carried out, it would have taken five hours. People went in and 

out, ·and.there was no sermon. 
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It must have been with eyes such as these that many of the 

members of the congregation viewed their own service. They could 

not help contrasting its lack of decorum and interest with the dig

nity of the other phases of their life. We must remember that at 

this time Beth Elohim was the richest and largest Jewish congregation 

in America. Its members were leaders in all the general activities 

of the city. They mingled easily in polished circles with their 

fellow citizens, and were themselves people of culture. 

They had heard of the beginnings of the Reform movement in 

Gennany about 1810, and evidently felt that this was what they needed. 

Therefore in 1824 forty-seven leading members of the congregation 

petitioned the Adjunta for refonns in the services, stating: "As 

members of the great family of Israel, they cannot consent to place 

before their children examples which are only calculated to darken 

the mind ·and withhold from the rising generation the more rational 

means of worshipping the true God ... We wish not to overthrow, but 

to rebuild, we wish note to destroy, but to reform and revise ... n 

They asked that the Hebrew prayers be translated also into 

English, that the principal ones whould be kept and others omitted 

so that the service could be abridged, that the money offerings dur

ing the service be abolished as undignified, and that thEreshould 

be an English sermon based on the portion of the week. 

Today we would consider these Refonns moderate, but the Adjunta 

rejected the petition without public discussion and the right of 

appeal, so twelve of this group, on November 21, 1824, organized 

"The Refonned Society of Israelites," the first movement of Reform 

in the United States. In two months they had thirty-eight members 

and in two years, fifty and Isaac Harby wrote, "The Jews born in 
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Carolina are mostly our way of thinking on the subject of worship, 

but act from a tender regard for the opinions and feelingspf their 

parents in not joining the society." 

They organized their own religious school and prepared to edu

cate a youth who might become their rabbi. They worshipped without 

hats, had instrumental music, and issued their own prayer book. This 

prayer book, written by Isaac Harby, Abraham Moise and David 

Carvalho, was in classical language and was not similar to the 

prayer book of the Hamburg Reform Temple, but followed the Portu

guese service. It did omit the belief in a personal Messiah and 

in bodily resurrection, two theological beliefs also omitted in 

Reform Judaism today. Reform Judaism believes instead in a Messianic 

Age and in the immortality of the soul. 

In 1a26 they planned to build a temple of their own, and ap

pealed for donations. But Isaac Harby, one of their leaders, left 

for New York in 1a2a, and though the society continued active for 

a few years, it was decided to disband in 1833, and most of the 

members rejoined the parent congregation. 

Why did they disband? It has been generally stated that they 

were ahead of their time, and this is probably the chief reason. 

There were only seven other congregations in the United States at 

that time, most of them small. Other Jews were more concerned with 

adjusting economically to their new land, and probably had little 

energy and thought left to concern themselves about reforms in re

ligion. Influential and persuasive rabbinical figures like Isaac 

Mayer Wise, David Einhorn, and others had not yet come to the United 

States, to bring power and learning to the Refonn movement. The 

members of the Society were all laymen, and interested and well 
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educated though they were, they still did not have the time or the 
scholarship to bring to the movement which the rabbis did. They 
must also have missed the powerful leadership of Isaac Harby when 
he left for New York. 

The New Synagogue and ths Renewed Struggle for Reform 

However, this was not the end of the Reform movement in Charles
ton, but just the beginning. In 1836 Rabbi Gustavus Poznanski, 
formerly assistant rabbi at Sherith Israel of New York, became rabbi 
of Beth Elohim. He was considered safely Orthodox when elected, 
but evidently he, too, came under the influence of Reform ideas in 
Charleston. Then in 1838 occurred an event which was to bring the 
matter again to the fore: the burning of the old synagogue which 
had been built in 1792. 

The congregation began to make plans to build a new synagogue 
on the ashes of the old. Finally the plans of a New York architect, 
Cyrus L. Warner, was accepted, and David Lopez, a builder and mem
ber of the congregation, was commissioned to erect an imposing 
edifice. 

This synagogue, in the Greek Revival style, was built in 1840 
and dedicated in 1841. It faced sideways to the street, so that the 
Ark would be on the eastern wall. On the front is found the tra
ditional "Sh•ma" with the unusual translation "Hear O Israel, the 
Lord our God, is the Sole Eternal Being." This building has been 
in use ever since, and therefore is the second oldest synagogue 
building in the United, and the oldest in continuous use (in the 
year 1950, 110 years). The synagogue in Newport, R.I. is,of course, 
older, but it was not used for some hundred years during the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
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When the old synagogue burned, and while the congregation con

templated erecting its new magnificent structure, they built what 

they called "a temporary tabernacle," so that the congregation would 

have an interim place of worship. In this tabernacle was started, 

in 1838, the second Jewish Sunday school in the United States. 

Rebecca Gratz of Philadelphia had organized one a few months before, 

and she would write out the lessons and send them on to Charleston. 

Incidentally this "temporary tabernacle" was built so well 

that it was modified for regular religious school and social pur

poses and was in use until 1948 (110 years} at which time it was 

torn down and a modern religious school building erected, called 

HThe Bi-centennial Tabernacle," dedicated in 1950. 

In 1840, as the congregation prepared to make use of the new 

synagogue, the Reform element petitioned for an organ in the new 

building. Rabbi Poznanski was asked his opinion and stated that 

Jewish law did not forbid instrumental music in the synagogue. An 

Orthodox member responded, "If Mosheh Rabbenu (Moses our teacher) 

were to appear and make that declaration, I would not believe him.n 

In this spirit the Board of the Congregation turned down the 

petition, but did bring it before the congregation as a whole, and 

they voted forty-six to forty in favor of the organ. This was the 

first organ in any synagogue in the United States, and from that 

time on the congregation moved further along the pathway of Reform 

Judaism. 

At the dedication service on March 19, 1~41, Rabbi Poznanski 

said: 

"This synagogue is our Temple, this city our Jerusalem, 

this happy land our Palestine, and as our fathers defended 
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with their lives that Temple, that city and that land, so 

will their sons defend this Temple, this city and this 

land ... " 

Poznanski, of course, did not mean to evince any lack of sympathy 

for the Holy Land and all that it meant to Jews spiritually, or 

deny the right of other Jews to go to Palestine if they desired, but 

he was expressing the point of view of the Jews of Charleston, that 

they felt at home in their city and their country, that they felt 

they could worship God in their new Temple in complete fulfillment, 

as did their ancestors in the old Temple in Jerusalem. It was an 

expression of the complete adjustment of their lives. 

At first the two groups in Beth Elohim were able to come to 

an understanding, it being agreed that the organ should be used only 

on alternate Saturdays, but soon thereafter the Orthodox element 

took the matter to court. After a trial that lasted three years 

and enlisted some of the ablest legal talent of the South, the de

cision went to the Reform group. The Court pointed out that they 

were in the majority and also were part of the atmosphere of Ameri

can progressivism. The Orthodox element then withdrew, and in 1847 

built their own synagogue a few streets away and called it Shearith 

Israel (Remna~t of Israel). 

Isaac Mayer Wise and Charleston 

In 1850, Rabbi Poznanski felt that he wanted to retire, and 

Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise was invited to come and visit Charleston. 

In his "Reminiscences" Wise devotes a number of pages to his Charles

ton experience and says, "l was much taken with Charleston. I liked 

the congregation with its Reform and its firm principles. The city 
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and its inhabitants, so refined and cultured, please me, as well as 

the not inconsiderable library .•. " 

While Wise was in Charleston he listened to a debate between 

Rabbi Poznanski and Rabbi Morris Raphal of New York on the subject 

of Reform vs Ortbojoxy. In the course of the debate Rabbi Raphal 

addressed the audience "Do you believe in the personal Messiah? 

Do you believe in the bodily resurrection?" Wise felt the questions 
I 

were directed at him and he rose and said "No" in a loud voice. 

After Wise left Charleston he was elected rabbi of Beth Elohim, 

but his friends in Albany persuaded him to stay there. However, 

shortly thereafter, the edict of excommunication which Rabbi 

Raphal and Shearith Israel congregation had issued against him, 

reached Albany, and it aroused many opponents within his own group. 

This led to the split in his congregation, and his eventual move 

to Cincinnati in 1854. 

Although Wise did not accept the pulpit of Beth Elohim, the 

experience in Charleston gave him courage to continue his battles 

for Reform. He wrote "I felt exalted, vivacious and energetic. I 

was ready to engage in new struggles and looked hopefully toward 

the future ... " 

The Civil War 

During the next decade Charleston and Beth Elohim were in the 

throes of the Civil War. Most of the members of the congregation 

were loyal to their section of the country, and some 180 of them 

enlisted and fought bravely and well. General Edwin Warren Moise 

spent $10,000.00 of his own money to equip troops. Benjamin 

Mordecai made one of the largest gifts to the Confederacy when he 

established the Free Market of Charleston. 
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Judah P. Benjamin lived in Charleston as a youth. His father, 

Philip Benjamin, was a member of Beth Elohim and active in the Re

formed Society of Israelites. Judah Benjamin was placed in the 

school ~f the Hebrew Orphan Society and received a thorough English 

and classical education in Charleston. Later he went to Yale, 

settled in New Orleans and became Secretary of State of the Con

federacy. 

As a result of the Civil War, both Beth Elohim and Shearith 

Israel which had seceded from it, were so impoverished that they 

agreed on a reunion. Shearith Israel dissolved and its members re

turned to the parent congregation, thus healing a breach of some 

twenty years. A moderate Reform was agreed upon, but gradually the 

congregation moved all the way toward Reform, and as soon as the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations was organized in 1873, Beth 

Elohim became a member. 

Penina Moise 

Perhaps one of the most unusual and heroic characters of Beth 

Elohim was the poetess, Penina Moise, who was born in Charleston in 

1797 and died in 1880. She was one of a large family whose father 

• died early, so that she had to work hard in the home and study at 

night. She ruined her eyesight and became blind. In addition she 
• 

spent a good part of her life taking care of a paralyzed mother. 

Despite all this she conducted a private school, she was a noted 

leader in the literary circles of Charleston, wrote poetry for many 

of the publications of her day, was superintendent of the Sunday 

school of Beth Elohim and wrote a great many hymns which are now 

found in the Union Hymnal. The theme song of the radio program 
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"The Mes3age of Israel": "God Supremen is one of her hymns and 

epitomizes her life of courage and faith: 

"God Supreme, to Thee we pray 

Let our lips be taught to say, 

Whether good or ill may flow 

Heavenly Father, be it so." 

Conclusion 

Many other members of Beth Elohim served the state, the com

munity, and other communities with distinction. Bernard Baruch 

traces his ancestry to an early Rabbi of Beth Elohim. 

The present membersof Beth Elohim are active in all Jewish 

communal affairs and hold important posts in the general community 

as: Chairman of the County Board of Education, Master In Equity, mem

ber of the South Carolina State's Ports Authority, Director of the 

Charleston County Health Department, Director of the County Tubercu

losis Association, and they are found on the City School Board and 

other important agencies. 

Some of the recent rabbis of Beth Elohim have been Dr. Barnett 

A. Elzas, who wrote the "Jews of South Carolina" and other historical 

works; Dr. Isaac E. Marcuson, now of Macon, the Administrative Secre

tary of the Central Conference of American Rabbis; Dr. Jacob Raisin, 

who wrote "The Haskalah Movement" and other scholarly works . 

Beth Elohim today numbers about 200 members, some of whom are 
and 

descended from the founding families, and its religioUSf\Cultural life 

are most active. Its members face its Bi-centennial, proud of their 

past, but more concerned with their duty to the future: to continue 

to pioneer in progressive Judaism and to work for a dynamic American 

democracy. 
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Questions 

1. What are "S'fardic" Jews and 11 Ashk 1 nazic11 Jews, and why was it 

that more S1 fardic Jews came to the United States in the early 

period? 

2. Why were there more Jews in Charleston in the eighteenth century 

than in cities like Baltimore and Boston? 

3. Can you name any other Jews, besides Moses Lindo, who have helped 

to deveiop our country economically? 

4. Why was it so natural for most of the Jews in the United States 

at the time of the American Revolution to join the side of the 

colonists? 

5. Do you think Francis Salvador or Haym Salomon was a greater Ameri

can hero? 

6. Do you agree that "The Reformed Society of Israelites" was ahead 

of its time? 

7. What relation did the Court decision in the Beth Elohim case have 

to do with the fact that Reform Judaism spread more in the United 

States than in Europe where it started? 

B. Do you think the Sunday school has proved its worth to Jewish 

education? 

9. What happened in American history and in American Jewish history 

which caused the rise of other Jewish centers much larger than 

Charleston now? 
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GJla. @raJ/e of GR.form g ud.ai,m, 18'24 

72 HASELL STREET 

@karleslon, ef oulh @aro/ina 

• 
AIITHUlt V. WILLIAMS, P'ltas. aMaltlTUS 

THOMAS J . TOBIAS, P'1t•s10•NT 

EDWIN 5. PEARLSTIN•, VICII.P'RIISIDllNT 

EDGAR A. CoHllN, TRllASURaR 

SAMUEL H. JACOBS, SIICRllTARY 

Ill ■ROAD ST., P'HONII IHI 

• 

(/Jr. £Allan g ar1hi1h, GRaUi 
8~ MONTAGU STREET 

PHONE 2-4634 

Octob~r 3, 1951 

Dear Dr. tiilv1r, 

our whole Jewish community i& deli1ht1d with th• news truit you 
have a read to com• and a eak ta us at our Community Reli&ious ~•rvice, 
triday, November 2-ith. Th• response is so enthusiastic that we will wire 
our •.i:ab1rnacl1 with loud ap1ak1rs, ao that •• can t ak• care of th• 
overflow. My ,u,ss is that moat of the Jews of Charleston ill ta there 
that eveninc. 'fhe doctors repert to me that all of their Jewish atients 
have informed them tl'uit they muat b1 well on ttu.t date. 

• have r1c1iv1d th• ublicity u trial your office sent, and 
•• a reciat• it. 

Under 11parate cover we are s1ndin, you aoma further material 
about th• history of th• community and th• ~ic1ntennial. !1h1 other three 
Habbi1 and myself ar, meetinc soon to plan a ••rvic• acceptable to Reform, 
\;on11rvati v1, and orthodox (wi1h us luck! 1). or cour•• th• other thr•• 
con1re,ations will not have a1rvic1a that nicht. 

·• are all lookinc forward to a m1aa•i• from you which will voice th• 
e1a1ntially spiritual nature of two hundred years of Judaiam in an 
Amarioan community. • know that you will be able to 1xpr1aa 10 will, 
what • h1 ltin&ly try to say. 

• havt mad• reservation, for you at th• ~ort Sumter Hotel, and will alao 
rnak1 lant r1a1rvationa for you back to Cleveland. Wh•n you know when 
you coma in, let me know 10 that we can rn11t you at th• airport. 

iithwarm1stb11t wi1h11 andd teat •it reieation for your ace• tanct. 

cor4.ally 9 

M~ 
Allan Tar a hia h 

1750 -- il3icenlenniaf @efeLralion, 9wo @enluries o/ American [f udaism .... 1950 
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REDEDICATION - KAHAL KADOSH BETH ELOHIM 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA - 1750 • 1950 

i 



Kahtl Kadosh Beth Elohim 
Founded September 15, 1750 
Rededicated September 15, 1950 
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WHEREAS, on the day after Rosh Hashonah in the year 1750, on 

September 15th, the Jews of Charleston, few in number but 

devoted in faith, in thank£ ul recognition of their new beginnings 

in a land of freedom, turned their hearts and thoughts to the 

founding and dedication of a religious congregation which they 

named Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim (Holy Congregation, 

House of God) ; 

And WHEREAS the efforts of these, our spiritual ancestors, 

were blessed to such an extent that Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim 

has prospered and continued with undiminished strength through 

two centuries as a center of both religious and communal leadership; 

And WHEREAS we are privileged to be alive at this historic 

occasion of our two hundredth anniversary; 

THEREFORE, by the power vested in me by the Board of 

Trustees and the Members of Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, I do 

hereby proclaim Friday, September 15th, in the y ar 1950, to be 

a day of solemn re-dedication to the high principles that moved 

our founders to the service of God, our country and all mankind. 

H U N D R E D 

Thomas ]. Tobias, President 

Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim 
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Jewish pioneers began to settle in Charleston soon after the founding . 
of Carolina in 1670. The earliest mention of a Jew is in 1695. Few at fust, 
they worshipped informally until their number was sufficient to establish a 
congregation in 1750 almost two score years before the birth of the United States. 

In 1790 Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim wrote congratulations to George 
Washington on becoming President. In his reply, Washington said: "May 
the same temporal and eternal blessing which you implore for me, rest upon 
your congregation." 

Beth Elohim has its roots deep in the history of Charleston and America. 
It was the religious home of such notable figures as Moses Lindo, who during 
the colonial period developed the fabulous Carolina indigo trade; Francis 
Salvador, the Revolutionary patriot who stands as a symbol of Jewish par
ticipation in the creation of this country; and Judah P. Benjamin, Confederate 
statesman, who attended services here as a boy. 

Beth Elohim is memorable as the Cradle of Reform Judaism in America. 
The Reformed Society of Israelices was organized in 1824 by members who sought 
a change from the orthodox Sephardic ritual. 

In 1838 Beth Elohim helped to pioneer in a new approach to Jewish 
education for children when it established the second Jewish Sunday School 
in this country, only a few months after Rebecca Gratz organized the first in 
Philadelphia. Here taught the blind poetess, Penina Moise, author of hymns 
sung today in liberal Jewish congregations throughout the country. 

The present synagogue, one of the country's finest examples of Greek 
Revival architecture, built in 1840, is the second oldest synagogue building in 
the United States and the oldest in continuous use. The first synagogue on 
this site (1780-1792) was a converted cotton gin. A second, built in 1792, was 
burned in the great fire of 1838. 

While Beth Elohim takes a natural pride in its long and historic back
ground, the congregation continues vigorous in its service to the present and 
the future. It has recently constructed a new Bicentennial Tabernacle on the 
site of the old one (1838-1948) and its members are active in religious life, in 
Jewish affairs and in service to the general community interests of Olarlcston. 
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REDEDICATION SERVICFS 

KA.HAL KADOSH BETH ELOHIM 

Charleston, S. C. 

Friday, September 15, 1950, 8 P. M. 

Shofar Call-M. Harold Baumrind. 
(The dedication of the present Synagogue building in 1841 was heralded 
with the Shofar.) 

Choir-&tr11ch Habaw B' shem Adonoi-Blessed be those who come in the name 
of the Lord. 

Congregation rises. 
Processional of Rabbis, Officers and Trustees, with Torahs. 
Rededication Prayer before the Ark-Dr. Allan Tarshish: 

Bor11ch AJto Adonoi Elehonu Melech Hao/am, Sheheheyaun11 V' keey-mawnu 
V' Hig-geeyaumu Lazman Hazeh. 

With joyous hearts we assemble before Thee, 0 our God and God of 
our fathers, to thank Thee for having granted us life, sustained us, 
and permitted us to witness this rededication of our holy congregation at 
this two hundredth anniversary service. 

Imbue us with the strength and wisdom to continue the great work 
already done here. Speak unto us also the word of new life. Be Thou 
as the sun calling into blossom the latent pow r of every heart, that the 
glory in us may answer to the glory of Thee. 

As those who have gone bofore us in this congregation have 
pioneered to bring Judaism to the shores of the western world, as they 
have carried the banner of Jewish education and liberal Judaism, as they 
have remained devoted to their faith and shown their loyalty to our 
beloved country, so may we of our day continue to pioneer in the world of 
the spirit. 

May we ever hear Thy voice in this holy Temple. May we hear 
Thy voice everywhere in Thy world. Let Thy spirit reach us in the 
quiet of our dwellings. May it penetrate to us in the tumult of the mar
ketplace. May we hear Thy voice in the musician's strains, in the measures of 
the poets, and see Thee in the colors of the painter. May we carry Thy 
message to the faces of children and to the handclasp of human friendship. 

As we stand in tribute to those before us, may our children, too, 
rise up and call us blessed. Amen. 

Congregation is seated. 
Choir-Sheheheyanu-Praised art Thou, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the 

Universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us and ~itted us to come 
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to this time. 
Congregation rises. . . 

Candle Blessing and Kidd,uh-Mrs. Milton A. Pearlstme and Karl Karesh. 
Congregation is seated. 

Choir-Kiddush. 

RF.SPONSIVE READING: 
Thou, 0 Lord, hast enthralled me, and I am enthralled 

Thou has seized and over powered me. 
How lovely are Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of Hosts, 

My soul yeameth for the co11rts of the Lord 
For the Lord is nigh unto all that call upon Him 

To all that call upon Him in tr11th,· 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall 

And raise th II p all those that are bowed down. 
0 Lord, one generation shall laud Thy works to another 

And declare Thy mighty acts,· 
The Golden Age of Spanish Jewry has spoken to Colonial America 

The American Revolution to the Reformed Society of Israelites 
Rebecca Gratz caused her word to go forth to Sally Lopez 

And the voices of children were heard by Thee in the Old Tabernacle 
The writings of Mendelsohn came to the Vilna Gaon 

And Jews from Germany and Eastern Etlfo pe praJ1ed to Thee from Beth 
Elohim 

Out of the chaos and turmoil of civil war, they turned unto Thee 
And new strength and life came to the South. 

We have heard the cries of the concentration camps and the songs of Israel 
We have lived and died at Anzio and lwo /ima and cannot forget Hiroshima. 

0 Lord of Hosts and God of our fathers, be with us yet, be with us yet. 
So Thy word and Thy spirit shall not depart from 111, nor from our children 

and our children1 s children, henceforth and forever. 
UNION PRA. YER BOOK, pp. 38-46. 
TORAH SERVICE, Union Prayer Book, page 94. Rabbi Tarshish, Milton A. 

Pearlstine, Maier Triest. 
Organ-New World Symphony. 

Congregation rises. 
Rededication Pledge-Thomas J. Tobias, President: 

Two hundred years are but a day in Thy sight, 0 Lord. But 
two hundred years are many generations of human beings, with their 
hopes and fears, their sufferings and aspirations, their failures and their 
achievements. The men and women of the past have striven greatly toward 
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Thee, and have given of themselves with notable service in religion, in 
patriotism, in charity and in work for the common good. 

Our pledge to the future is to continue to seek Thee as our spiritual 
ancestors did before us. Let us emulate their faith in Thee, striving for 
greater religious devotion, broader service to our fellow man, and a deeper 
dedication both as Jews and as Americans. 

Our pledge to the future is to invigorate ourselves with the spirit 
of the past and the guidance of the Lord; to make not only this historic 
synagogue a Beth Elohim, a House of God, but also to do all in our power 
to sanctify our daily lives. 

Our pledge is to our homes and those dear to us, to our work and 
duties, to our dealings with our neighbors, and to our fellow countrymen 
and those who dwell in other lands. Let us carry the word of God in truth, 
in justice, in mercy, in fellowship, and in understanding throughout our 
lives. Amen. 

Response by Congregation: 
As the Hebrew of old responded Na-a-seh V'nish-ma-: "We will 

do and we will hearken''-when they received the Ten Commandments 
at Sinai, we members of Beth Elohim, on the 200th anniversary of the 
founding of our congregation, continue to bear witness to the sacred 
covenant and reaffirm our unshaken faith in one God and one mankind. 
In justice and in peace, and in the liberal spirit of our historic synagogue, 
we pledge ourselves to live by and for these great principles to the fullest 
extent of our ability, so help us God. 

Oioir-Sheheheyawn11 (triumphantly) . 
TORAH RETURNED TO ARK. 

Congregation is seated. 
Introduction of Guest Speaker-Dr. Allan Tarshish. 
Reconsecration Address-Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, President of the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations. 
Oioir-Yigdal-Praisc to the Living God. 
Oosing Service-Union Prayer Book, page 71. 
Kaddish memorializing the founders of Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, who 

included Moses Cohen, Chief Rabbi; Isaac Da Costa, Reader; Joseph 
Tobias, President; Michael Lazarus, Secretary; Abraham Nunez C.ardozo, 
Abraham Da Costa, Isaac De Paz, Moses de Mattos, David de Olivera, Jacob 
de Olivera, David Franks, Philip Hart, Solomon Isaacs, Moses P.imcnta, 
Levi Sheftall, Mordecai Sheftall, Moses Solomons and Meshod Tobias. 
( Compiled from available historical sources but not known to be complete.) 

Benediction. 
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Arthur V. Williams 
President Emeritus 

KAHAL KODOSH BETH ELOHIM 

DJ' . .Allan Tanbisb, Rabbi 
Milton A. Pearlstine 

Maier Triest 
Past Presidents 

.Bo.ilD OF fiUSTllS 

Thomas J. Tobias, President 
Edwin S. Pearlsti~, Vice-President 
Samuel H. Jacobs, Secrdary 
Edgar A. Cohen, Treasurer 
M. Harold Baumrind 
Mrs. Manning Bernstein 
Sol Breibart 
Samuel C. Brown 

JOCBE BICENTENNIAL COMMITrEII 
Jack Patla, Chairman 
Mrs. Leon Banov, Jr., Vice-Chairman 
Dr. Hyman H. Addlestone 
M. Harold Baumrind 
Karl Karesh 
Mrs. Milton A. Pearlstine 
Mrs. Joseph D. Read 
Dr. Allan Tarsbish, ex officio 
Mrs. Thomas J. Tobias 
Thomas J. Tobias, ex officio 

Karl lwesh, President Brotherhood 
lleubin E. Lapin 
Bernard J. OlaSQ.V 
Mn. Milton A. Pearlstine. President 

Sisterhood 
Joseph D. Read 
Julius H. Weil 
Leo W ctbcrbom 

KKBE aJU>E.DlCATION COMMITnl 
I. Lee Banov, Chairman 
Manning A. Bernstein, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. M. Harold Baumrind 
~rge C. Birlant 
Mrs. David Cohen 
Edgar Hirschmann 
Mrs. Marion Hornik 
Mrs. Bryan Miller 
Sanford ~lasov Mrs. Edwin S. Pearlstine 
Arthur ~gel Mrs. Thomas J. Tobias Frank Seigel 
Mrs. Maier Triest 
Harry Truere 
Mrs. Leo Wetherbom 
Leo W!etherhom 

CONGREGATION 

Dr. and Mrs. Hyman H. Addlestone 
Saul Alexander 
Mr. and Mrs. David Alterman 
Miss Cecile Altman 
Mrs. Carrie L. Antley 
Mr. and Mrs. I. Lee Banov 
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Banov 
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Banov, Jr. 
Mrs. Seymour Barkowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Barshay 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Baum 
Mrs. William Baum 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Harold Baumrind 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Baumrind 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman R. Berkman 

H U N D R E D 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Berlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Berlinsky 
Mr. and Mrs. Manning A. Bernstein 
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Bidant 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Bloom 
Mr. and Mrs. George Bogin 
Miss Daisy Bowman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sol B.reibart 
Mrs. J. J. Brown 
Mrs. Maurice Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Zack Brown 
Mrs. C. M. Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. David Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Cohen 
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Mrs. l. S. Cohen 
Mrs. Leon Cohen 
Samuel Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dumas 
Mrs. Edward Eiserhardt 
Mrs. Morris Ellison 
Mrs. Louis Engelberg 
Miss Meyeral Engelberg 
Joseph Fatman 
Miss Pauline Fatman 
Mrs. Robert McC. Figg 
Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Frenkel 
Mt. and Mrs. Walter Freudenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Friedman 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Fu.rchgott 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Fu.rchgott 
Mrs. Oscar Fu.rchgott 
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Gcndelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton M. Glass 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Goer 
Mr. and Mrs. David Goldbera 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Goldstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Mau.rice Goldstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Melton A. Goodstein 
Mrs. Ashley Halsey 
Mrs. David L. Ha.rt 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Heilpem 
Mrs. A. A. Hirsch 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Hinch 
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Hirsch 
Edgar Hirschmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Hirschmann 
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Hoffman 
Mrs. Aaron Hoffman 
Robe.rt Hoffman 
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Hornik 
Mr. and Mrs. Marion Homik 
Miss Rosa Hornik 
Miss Gladys Iseman 
Mt. and Mrs. Harold Jacobs 
Mrs. Sam Jacobs 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Jacob, 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Jaffee 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Karcsh 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Karcsh 
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley H. Kamb 
Mrs. Josephine Kleinzahler 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Kowitz 
Mrs. s. Kraft 

H U N D R E D 

Mr. and Mrs. Isadore Kramer 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Kramer 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Krawchcck 
Jack Kurtz 
Mr. and Mrs. Reubin E. Lapin 
Lou.is P. Lcrhman 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lc.rhman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Levin 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levine 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Levinson 
Miss Tess Levitt 
Mrs. Gabriel Levy 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Libator 
Mrs. Edgar Lieberman 
Arthur N. Lipman 
Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Lipman 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lubclsky 
Isaac Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Mashlcr 
C. ff.May 
David Mazo 
Mrs. I. M. Mendelsohn 
Mrs. Mayme E. Meyer 
Mr. and Mrs. L.A. Meyenon 
Mrs. Bryan Miller 
Mrs. Josephine Mittie 
Mrs. C. H. Nachman 
Clarence Nathan 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Nathan 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert H. Nathan 
Miss Gertrude Nathans 
Alvin D. Olasov 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Olasov 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Olasov 
M.r. and Mrs. Hyman Olasov 
Mr. and Mrs. Sanford OIi.SOY 
Miss Nina Ottolcngui 
Miss Dora Patla 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Patla 
Mr. and Mrs. William Pearlman 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Pearlstine 
Floyd J. Pearlstine 
Mr. and Mrs. Leo C. Pculstine 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton A. Pcarlstine 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Peimer 
Bernard Perman 
Mr. and Mrs. William Perslce 
Miss Carrie T. Pollitzer 
Miss Mabel L. Pollitzer 
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Mr. and Mn. J. L Pressman 
Max Pressman 
Mn. Jacob S. Raisin 
Miss Rachel M. Raisin 
Mr. and Mn. Sidney Raskind 
Dan T. Read 
Mr. and Mn. Dan T. Read. Jz. 
Mr. and Mn. Joseph D. lead 
David Reinstein 
Nathan Reinstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Richmood 
Mrs. Gus Rittcnbcrg 
Miss Rose E. Rittenberg 
Mrs. Sidney Rittenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Robinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Klyde Robinson 
Dr. and Mn. Jack Rosen 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Rosen 
Mrs. S. L. Rosen 
Miss Dora Rubin 
Mr. and Mn. Harry M. Rubin 
Miss Ruth Rubin 
Nat Sandler 
Mr. and Mrs. Marion J. Schwartz 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Seigel 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Seigel 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Shulman 
Miss Judith Singer 
Mrs. Mary Singer 
Mr. and Mrs. David Solomon 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter H. Solomon 
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Sorentrue 
Mr. andMrs. Monroe L. Spanier 

Mr. and Mn. Arthur A. ~ 
Mr. and Mn. Jnioa Steinberg 
Mr. and Mn. Leon Stcinbera 
Mr. and Mn. Abe J. Stine 
Cmnmander and Mn. Ben A. Sana 
Mn. Henry Strauss 
Mrs. Joseph T.igler 
Miss Hortense Tobias 
Mrs. T. Jefferson Tobias 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Tobias 
Miss Caroline Triest 
Mr. and Mrs. Maier Triest 
Mrs. Montague Triest 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tnere 
Miss Anne Tu.rteltaub 
Jack Vane 
Mrs. Irving Wallace 
Miss Ray Hannah Warner 
Miss Tess Warner 
James E. Welles 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius H. Weil 
Jack W cinberger 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Wdaheqa 
Mrs. Vir&inia Weinstein 
Mr. and Mn. Ernest etherbom 
Mr. and Mn. Leo Wetherhom 
Mrs. Rollie Wetherhom 
Dr. and Mrs. Alvin H. White 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur V. W'dliams 
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur V. \Villi•ms, Jr. 
Miss Hannah Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry deCastro Williama 

PAnON MEMBERS 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Cyril Abraham 
Cecil A. Alexander 
Henry A. Aleunder 
Samuel C. Brown, Jr. 
Saul P. Dribben 
Mrs. J. L. Felsenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Irving Grinsbug 
Henry S. Hendricks 
Mr. and Mrs. Monon S. Lebeck A.M.Loveman 

H U N D R E D 

Mrs. Marie S. Marks 
Mn. Albert Warshauer 
Mr. and Mrs. T. L Pearlstine 
Mr. and Mn. Herman Picbs 
Dr. A. S. Raisin 
Mr. and Mn. Meyer Smeia 
Jama J. Schwebel 
Miss Fannie B. Strauss 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tanbbb 
Dmd A. Wufield 
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The Sisterhood of Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim 
Will Give A Reception In The Bicentennial Tabernacle 

Immediately Following The Rededication Service 




