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Heatlquarters 69th Infantry Division 
()jpu -I"- pe.u, (tiff~ 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Chio 

My Dear Rabbi: 

14 October 19.54 

I was delighted to talk to you and to learn that you are considering 
giving us the pleasure of yaar presence. The Commanding General of this 
post, General Cornelius E. ~an. will extend the formal invitation. He 
is a dnout Roman Catholic who has given maximum support to the work of 
all the Cha.plain• here. 

He has extended an invitation to Cardinal Spellman and to Bishop 
Kennedy' to represent their respective faiths. 

As you probably know, Yort Dix is the training center for the metro
politan areas of the east vhieh explains the ver7 large percentage o! 
Jewish Personnel. In addition. McGuire Air Force ~ase, a large installa
tion, is adjacent to the poet. 

Knowing how busy you are. I can only justify this invitation by stress
ing the importance of this •Judaism Dq•. There are now three (.3) Jewish 
Chaplains here ministering to the needs of the men. In their name, I want 
to urge you to accept the invitation of the Commanding General. 

In setting the date. may I invite your attention to the onl1 military 
holidq that occurs during the recommended period. Washington's Birthdq 
falls on 'l'uea~, 22 Februa17 19.55, and would be the onl.7 weekdq night 
unsuitable for this eelebrat16n. 

With best personal wishes. 

erel77ouz~ 

HERMAN DIC!CER 
Chaplain (Major) 
U. s. ArllT 



HEADQUARTERS 69TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
OFFICE CF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

FORT DIX, NEW JERSEY 

October 15, 1954 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In the months ahead, I am planning a series of 
special days dedicated to the major religious faiths. 
Fort Dix is the home of the 69th Infantry Division, 
with approximately forty thousand (40,000) troops, of 
which over ten per cent ( 10%) are members of the Jewish 
Faith. It is my sincere belief that such a Judaism Day 
would greatly benefit the young men undergoing training 
here, lead to greater religious understanding, and sub
stantially contribute to the spiritual strength of this 
command. 

As the outstanding representative of the 
American Jewish Community, I would like to extend this 
invitation to you to address the personnel here on this 
occasion. At present, plans call for the celebration of 
Judaism Day some weekday night during the months of 
February or March 1955, suitable to your calendar of en
gagements. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

C. E. RYAN 
u.ar 

Major General, USA 
Commanding 



jor neral c. ·• yan 
Headquarters 69th Infantry Di vision 
Ofiice of Co nding neral 
Fort x, ew Jersey 

dear neral 

October 26, 1954 

I wish to thank you for your graci us invitation to 
participate in the series of speci l y dedicated 
to the major religl.o s faiths hich ou hav planned 
for Fort x. 

I shal l be de ghted to come. •• ould the date of 
Tuesday ev nin , ch 1st, or ednesday eveni ng, 
' ch 2nd, be convenient? 

1th all good ish s, rmit e to remain 

ery inc rely your, 

H LVER 



HEADQUARTERS 69TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
CFP'ICE CF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

FORT DIX, NEW JERSEY 

October 30, 1954 

Rabbi Abba Hi lel s ·1ver 
The Te!llple 
East 105t~ Str et at An el Road 
Cleveland , Ohjo . 

My dear Rabbi Silv r: 

I wi h to express my tnanks and appreciation 
for your letter of October 26 , 1954. e were pleased to 
hear that you find it possible to speak at our Judaism 

ay celebration. Of your two suggested dates , Tuesday 
evening , March 1st, ould be the most convenient for 
us . 

Yo early reply confirmi ..... t~~s date will 
enable us to make the most careful pl ns to assure the 
success of this celebra ion. In due time , you will be 
infonned of all these plans . 

I ouln a p eciate your fo rwar ing a bio-
graphical sketch and picture to assist us in the prepar- V 
ation of the p1blicity, nd am rlirecting t e Jewish 
Chaplain to maintain close liaison with you. He will 
in onn me o. yo,~ lans so that I may personally meet 
you and ~elcome you to Fort Dix. 

Looking fo ard to this meeting and with every 
goo t • sh, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

ajor General , USA 
Commanding 



Hea•quarters 69th Infantry Division 
fJll'a "'de pe.u, ~ 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Chio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

2 November 1954 

General Ryan has notified me that you were gracious enough to accept 
his invitation to speak at Fort Dix on March 1st. Permit me to add MT 
gratitude as well as that of my fellow chaplains and those of the entire 
military congregation here. It is indeed electrifying news and will afford 
us a goal in our winter program. 

At this point it is too early to inform you of the program, but rest 
assured that we will make every effort to make this day of Judaism a mo
mentous occasion. 

In closing,~ I just add that your travel expenses will be covered 
by the Jewish Chaplains' Fund. 

With best personal wishes, I am 

cerely you:rs,~ 

HERMAN DICK'ER 
Cha.plain (Major) 
u. s. Arllll' 



• 

Headquarters 69th Infantry Division 
fJll'u t,/ fie fle11114' ~ 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 

Rabbi Abba Hillel SilTer 
'l'he 'l'ellPle 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

~ Dear Rabbi SilTer: 

25 Janu&r7 1955 

I 8111 writing to inform 7ou of the plans being Mde for the •Judaism 
Dq" celebration on the eTening of Tuesdq, 1 March 1955 at which you 
haTe consented to be the principal speaker. l fine musical and dramatic 
prograa has been eepeciall7 prepared for this occasion. 'l'he Sport• Arena 
is being decorated so as to giye a dignified and proper background. 

InTitation■ have been sent to all the co111D1UDity organizations of Bev 
Jersey and Philadelphia. A sizable representation of civilians fro■ these 
areas is expected. 

The program itself will be preceded by an offir1•1 n1nner at the 
Officer's Club at 6 P. M. after which we will proceed to the Sports Arena. 
May I at this time extend to you Mrs. Dicker•s and~ own personal 
invitation to stq with ua at our house on the post. 

Please let me know at your early conTenience about your travel plRns 
so that we mq make the neceasaey arrangements. 

Looking forward to hearing fro■ 7ou and seeing 7ou soon, I re•in 
with eTeey good. wish 

!IERMAN DI cnR 
Chaplain (Ma,1or) 
U. s. Ar1111 



Headquarters 69th Infantry Division 

fJll'ee t,/ de fJUllt4i f!'afddue 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

HJ' Dear Rabbi Silver: 

4 February 1955 

The Public Information Officer has requested ■e to secure from 

you the text of your address on Judaism Dq, March 1. This is de

sired for press-release and also for radio coTerage ~hich he is now 

trying to arran~e. 

Would it be possible to get the text and title at a Teey early 

date? It would ~eatly assist the PIO in his work. 

I am enclosin~ a rou~h map indicating the location of this post. 

The nearest cities are: PhiJ~delphi 28 ■iles Southeast 
New York Cit7 72 miles North 
Trenton 18 miles North 

As soon as we will kno~ your o~ travel sehedule we will make the 

necessary arrangements to meet you. 

With best personal wishes 

HD/sc 

r.:~.~~r~ 
HERMAN DICKER 
Chaplain(Major) 
u. s. Arrq 
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Cl plain • 1 1tan icker 
Headquarter >9th nfantry 1 vision 
Fo.:'t : •• •. , !. J _ey 

• kers 

February 4, 1955 

.rmi t me to o for your i r of ,January 
t enty-fi!'th. I am loold.n..., foruard it .. lea ure to U\Y 
visit to •or on ~ re :irst.. ppr ci tive of 
yo n ! cl-.er inv • t t-on to •o ' hou~e est 
on the pot . , of cour e, delighted to tee pt your 

aciouu jnvitation. 

I plan to arrive by plane in Pm ladelphia on the orning 
of rch irst at 9:uS a.m. via United ir ines Flight 
214 from Cl veland. From there on I do not know how best 
to proceed to Fort Dix. I oul appreciate if you ould 
let e know. jor neral Ryan rot me on October thir
tieth that yo oul inform him of the plnns of my arrival 
so that he may personall t me. 

1th all od s s, I remain 

ry cor iall your, 

AB HIIJ., L I V 

P.S. You may wish to in icate to me ome speci 1 ubject 
or subjects that you ould like to iscues or special 
interest to the en t the post. 

AHSarms 



N A T I O N A L J E W I S H W E L FA R E B O A R D ~-•-~ 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTUS and YM-YWHA, ~m 
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CHARLES AARON , President; FRANK L. WEIL, Honorary President; IRVING EDISON, Robbi DAVID de 
SOLA POOL Mrs. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Vice-Presidents; Mrs. ALFRED R. BACHRACH , Mrs. 
SAMUEL R. GLOGOWER, RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Mrs. WALTER E. HELLER, PHILIP M. ICLUTZNICK, 
ROBERT M. LEVISO N, SOLOMON LITT, CHARLES W. MORRIS, MILTON WEILL, Vice-Presidents; ALAN J. 
ALTHEIMER, SE-cretar)•; JOSEP.H H . COHEN , Treasurer; HENRY KOHN , Assistant Treasurer; SAMUEL 0. 
GERSHOVITZ, Execut ive V,ce-Prcsident. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 4, 1955 

145 EAST 32nd STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

LExington 2-49..C9 

Cable Address: 
JEWELIO New York 

I have just learned,with great delight, that you will be the 
speaker at the Fort Dix convocation on March 1st. 

In cooperation with the Public Information Office at Fort 
Dix, we are working hard on newspaper, radio and television coverage. 

Since you are an old hand at th·s kind of thing, I hope 
you will find it possible to send as far in advance of March 1st as possible 
the text of your address to Captain Tan Hamerick at the Public Information 
Office, Hq. 69th Infantry Division, Fort Dix, N.J. I too would appreciate 
getting a copy. 

we would of course a preciate it if somewhere in your address 
you might find it possible to make some reference to the role of the 
National Jewish lelfare Board's Commission on Jewish Chaplaincy. 

I am enclosing a copy of the release we are sending to the 
daily papers, including those in Cleveland, and to the entire Jewish 
press. 

BP:JB 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

µ (Jfblc,,f 
BERNARD POSTAL 

Director 
Bureau of Public Information 



for 
release 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS and YM-YWHAs 

MEMBER, UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. (U.S. 0.) 

145 EAST 32nd ST., NEW YORK 16, N. Y. LExington 2-4949 

Burear, of Public Information 

FRIDAY• FEBRUAY 18, 1955 

3,000 JE1 ISH Gie TO ATTEND TORAH CONVOCATION AT FORT DIXJ 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER TO ADDRESS "JUDAISM DAY" FETE 

FORT DIX, N .J. --·•The largest Torah Convocation ever to be conducted for 

Jewish military personnel in the U.S. Armed Forces will be held at Fort Dix on 

March l when Dr. ftbba Hillel Silver, world-renowned Jewish leader and rabbi of The 

Temple, Cleveland, addresses a "Judaism Day" assemblage of sane 3,000 Jewish service

men in Fort Dix sports arena. The program will begin at 8 P.M. 

Chaplains Herman Dicker and Max Daina, Jewish chaplains at Fort Dix, 

have arranged the Convocation in cooperation ~ith the National Jewish ~~lfare Board's 

(JWB) Commission on Jewish Chaplaincy. Col. Harry D. Henshel, New York, chairman 

of JWB 1 s national Armed Services Committees, will bring greetings to the assemblage. 

Dr. Silver is a former member of the Commission through which JWB recruits, eccles

iastically endorses and serves all Jewish military chaplains. Dr. Silver's son, 

Rabbi Daniel Silver, recently completed a tour of duty as a Navy chaplain. 

The Commission on Jewish Chaplaincy encourages the Jewish chaplains to 

organize Torah Convocations as occasions for providing instruction in Judaism. 

Materials and guides for use in setting up Torah Convocations are provided by the 

Commission, which is composed of representatives of the Central Conference of Ameri

can Rabbis, Rabbinical Assembly of America and Rabbinical Council of America. JWB 

is the government-authorized agency for meeting the religious and welfare needs of 

Jewish military personnel and of Jewish veterans in Veterans Administration hospitals, 

a~d the national association of Jewim Community Centers and YM•YWHAs. 

The keynote of the Fort Dix Convocation will be the "history, traditions 

and meaning of Judaism and how they apply during these troubled times." The Ameri

can Jewish Tercentenary will be emphasized in the program. A giant 30 tt. by 80 rt. 

backdrop is being built by Jewish servicenen stationed at Fort Dix to dramatize the 

theme or the Convocation. 

Similar cultural rallies, though on a smaller scale, are regularly spon
sored by Jewish chaplains at military installations throughout the world, with the 
complete support of the military authorities. "Judaism Day" at Fort Dix is one or 
three days honoring the major faiths on the post. A Catholic celebration was held 
last December and the Protestants will hold one next fall. The observances are 
planned under a program of religious emphasis instituted by Maj. Gen. C .E. Ryan, 
eommanding Fort Dix. 

BP~ ,EJL, OP I CL 
2/18,2/19 
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HEADQUARTERS 69TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
OFF'ICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

FORT DIX, NEW JERSEY 

Rabbi Pbba Hi}lPl 3ilver 
The TP . . pJ e 

March 9, 1955 

East l 5tr S ree a An el Road 
Cle elsnd , Ohio . 

T'" d .. y ear a 1Ji Si _ ver: 

Upon tr.e concl usion of the 11 Judaism Day" 
cel_brati on, I wish toe ress MY persoral appreciation 
or yo , ri it of Harch 1st and 2n<i . rom al 1 the r eports 

that have reached me since , : lmow t hat o~r presence and 
yo ·x address ~ave left a t r enenctous imnact and Till serve 
as an inspiration to all who wee pri.vileeed tc eet and 
lic.l r you . 

I hop t at you too ., - .. 1e derived a meeisure 
of sati . ction fro1 the act:i.vities c, rri(:d out at t s 
post . It is visits lik- ~rours that make t : e task of 
trajnir.G our youth much easier. 

Looking fo rd to mePtir1g you aga5.n soon, and 

with every 0
00 .:..~r.., I 2J'1 

s · ncerely your , 

riga j_er Gn 
omP1; nding 



General John • Harmo117 
Headqu&n.ere 69th Infantry Division 
Fort Dix, N• Jern7 

lly dear C.neral ffa1110D71 

Jllrch 13, 19$S 

Perllit M to thank JOU tor your kind letter ot Karch 9th. 
I am happy to learn tra11 your letter that, 117 nait to 
Fort Dix and my acldnaa were in •OM ,ray helpful. I need 
not tell JOU that I enjoyed rq day t, rort. Dix tnmendoua~, 
particularq t.he pleanre which it afforded • ot ••ting 
you and Kn.~. I learned mch tram Yiait:1.ng the 
any inatallaUona on tbe poet, which were de•oted to the 
care, health, and ap1r1 tu.al needs ot our •n in the aerrloe. 
I thought that the eftning program with its rich mwd.cal 
prop-a•••• r, iapreaaift. 

looking forward with pleaaure to the opportunity of -ting 
you again, and with all good wiabee tor suoceaa in your new 
comand, perad. t me to remain • 

Very oordialq yours, 

ABBA HILLEL S LV!Jt 

AHS1ru 



uarch 24, l9SS 

t:haplain Herman Dicker 
adquarters 69th Infantry DiYiei.on 

Otfice of the Jniah Chaplain 
ort Dix, ew Jersey 

Chaplain D:l.cker1 

l belieTe you will want O kn that 

bbi Silver's expenses involftd in the trip 

t,o Fort Dix on Veroh lat amounted to .oo. 

I needn't tell you of the g.1.awing remark• 

that he made about his Yiei t to the ost • I 

hope the n enjoyed h1m as much as he enjoyed 

being t ort Dix. 

Very truly yours, 

( s.) Ruth • Sparrow 
Secretary to bbi ilYer 



Headquarters 69th Infantry Division 
fJUtu "'de p.,u, ~ 

Fort Dix, New Jersey 

Mrs. Ru.th M. Sparrow 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Mrs. Sparrow: 

30 March 1955 

Thank you for your letter of 24 March 1955. I W1'S happy to hear 
that Rabbi Silver was so pleased with his visit here. You may be as
sured that we too enjoyed his st~ immensely. 

Enclosed you will find a check for$ 60.00. Please return the 
signed receipt in the envelope provided. Enclosed also are two co
pies of the pictorisl coverage of Judai~m Dq for your files. 

Witn every good wish 

3 Incl: Receipt 
Envelope 
Newspapers 

.r 

Sincerely yours, 

MAN DICKER 
Chaplain (Major) 
U. s. Arlll7 



,. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS 

WASHINGTON 25. D . C . 

11 . .iay 1955 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

I am writing to you concerning your fine work on the 
occasion of Judaism Day which was held recently at Fort 

Dix, new Jersey. 

The purpose of this Judaism Day was to assist the 
Chaplains in their work and also to clarify and strengthen 
the religious faith of the military personnel of our 

country. 

I feel confident that all who heard you at Fort Dix 
will lono- remember your talk on 11Buildi g .America iith 
Religious Values", and that they will be insoired to live 
richer and more fruitful spiritual liv s . 

Thank you a ain for your gracious contribution. l1 ay 
our Father God make the 19.55 Judaism Day a reciprocal 

blessin~ to you. 

. y 
Chaolain (Lajor General), USA 
Chief of Chaplains 

Ra~bi ~bba Hillel Silver 
st 105th Street and Ansel Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 



.. 
' . 

Mlljor General Patrick J. Ryan 
DepArtaent or the Arrq 
Of'fice or the Chief ot Chaplains 
• aahington 25, . C. 

ICY dear General Ryan a 

111,y 18, l9S5 

Permit me to thank you for 1our kind letter or May 
11th. I enjoyed my Visit to ior.t. Dis tremendously, 
and I as ha WY that I had the oppc)J'tuni ty to share 
in the program, "Building America ith Religious 
Valuea." I think the idea or holding auch meetings 
dedioated to the re-atirmation of the great spiritual 
values of religion 1a an inspired one, 

With warmest regar a, I remain 

ABBA filLLEL SILVER 

AHSarme 




