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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

FREDONIA, NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF' THE PRESIDENT 

ef 

Rabbi Abbi Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

March 14, 1951 

I 3 ~ reauested by the ,enior Class of the 
College to extend to you an invitation to deliver 
he accalaureate address at the College on Sunday 

evenin June 3. Personally I am delighted to be 
a e to join wit1 the class in extending this 
invitation. The circumstances surrounding this 
baccalaureate are just a little unusual. I am, 
~hereforo, writing you at some l ength. 

The Teachers College is a constituent unit 
of the State University of ew York ~'lhich, as you 
may have heard, was esta lished in he St~te of 
'ew York two ye rs ago. The Co ege is loc ted 

midw y bet een rie, Pennsylvani, and Eu falo, 
~e-, York, on the ma n line of the Tew ~ ork Centrnl. 

The unusual circumstances re these: 
Te adMinistration of the Coll be, supported as it 
is with virtually unanimous faculty effort, has 
labored consistently in the field of inter-cultural 
relations to the end ttat all groups, irrespective 
of origin, may enjoy the full frui·ts of a healthy 
democracy. •e have tried to prevent within the 
College divisions which would set one group off 
against another. 

Four years ago the Bishop of the Catholic 
church of this diocese took the position that the 
Catholic students could no longer attend our 
baccalaureate services if they were to be religious. 
The faculty, therefore, voted to discontinue the 
baccalaureate service. The Student Christian 

oundation chapter of the College, supported by the 
Protestant churches or the community, picked up 
where the faculty left of£ and for the past four years 
has conducted a baccalaureate service under the 
sponsorship of this organization. This sponsorship, 
of course, has not pleased the Catholic people, 
althou the faculty has not participated. 
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Our present Senior Cl ss has be n n-
hap y ~ 0ut th SP. iv'sions ~nd icers 

pp in e a commi t.te to see ·,,h c ld be one to 
rovide a t~~c aureate u rvice I ich all eroups 

coul a his it ~ee co si~te of three 
. e. b rs i lel ocie y , three m ere o 
he re an b , ree m r.l r of the Jtudent 
h • +- • t m ' t-r s-. ian ... ov . en . , e comm1 , ee as emer )e 

• • t a pro ,ram hi ch , o.l though r coen • ze it 
cannot ere_ igi us in e sense th tit o· ld 
s tis y the various faiths , c n at 1 as be point~d 
·n t1e direction of religiJn ,-iti ut dogma . :'he 
cm itt ere 1ueste th , in the interest of 
soli rity , he rees a :s~e ba c"laur ate service 
have s i~ irat s~eaker a i . he otives o 

he committee I t. • k are fine . y this . ans t e 
ope to reeain a certain degree of unit i:t out to al 

surren er to either the rot stnnt or t .. e a ho~_ic 
group . I t · nk the young eop e h ve one ome .t"ine 
thin inE nd I am cornp imenting t em ·pon their efforts 

o harmoni/e wh I c nsi er to be more or less 
nrtificial if rences. 

The cornmi~tee I extend 
to ou the invit~tion t ss . 
Incident 1/ , th.' s t __ er n 
im ortent • ~ or o lee . n ~ ccasion of 
the Com .ence 0

1 t • e • ~ 1 )rant our first .. s er ' 
degrees , de ic ... te n ne~ 1~.y th 0 orner-
ston for a new a.mini~tr ti,n in~ , ~ initiD e 
ur 5+~ nni ers r· ro rm . 

ere 
s rvices i you 

L_ r : S 

n honorariun J~or our 
t , E' i vi a ti on . 

V r sine re y u 



lllroh 19. 1951 

nr. .u.. a. Gregc1t7• PrU1dent 
stat. tld.wrai\y of York 
state T .. r-hen Colla 
Fn<»nia• Ra York 

117 dearDlr. Cl'8gol71 

I appnc1ate ·w17 llllc:b your ldm latter ~ IIIIPII"" lhtb and~ 
graoioue irm.\at.1.on t.o dlllwr tJII baccala--• addrea 1io 
the state Teachera Colle on 9mda7 ewni.»£e t1'Dt )rd. n 
would haw giftll gr-9at ~ pleaMU"e 1ni11d t-o ooaa to 70U on 
that· day. II: d&VGr. I - IIC'baduled to dellwr tba beoce]41111"Mte 
addre .. at tha UDiftrld.1i, ot Tampa on hat rr dq. I• w7 
ac:a11 that I • aeoard1nel1' UDlble 1:o aftil IIO'•lt ot ta. op-, 
pUl t.tmlt7 to be w1 th 7°'1• 

oping that I 11117 be ol eerv1oe t.o YOll at 8<llle future Ume• I 
r1■2,n 

Ko t oordi~ yours• 

ABBA m:LLEI, sn,vm 
Al ,_. 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

S TATE UN IVERSITY OF NEW YOR K 

STATE TEACHERS CO LLEGE 

FREDONIA , NEW YORK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tanple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 28, 1953 

The State Teachers College at Fredonia is canpleting 
its arrangements for the Baccalaureate Service -which will be 
held at the College the evening of June 6, 1954. Many of our 
students am faculty members have personally requested that I 
extend to you an invitation to deliver the baccalaureate ad
dress. I share with them the sincerity and enthusiasm with 
which they have indicated their preference, and I am most grati
fied to be able to invite you to be our speaker. 

You will be interested to know, I am sure, that 
Fredonia has an extremely active Hillel Society, Newman Club, 
and Student Christian Association which not only carcy on inde
pendent activities, rut also meet annually for a valuable inter
faith program. As an administrator of one of the teachers 
colleges in the State University of New York's system, I am most 
anxious to complement such an integration of inter-faith activi
ties by continuing the fine series of baccalaureate speakers we 
have had in the past, a group which has included such men as The 
Reverend George A. Buttrick of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Ne1·.r York City, The Very Rever,end Francis L. Meade, 
President of Niagara University, and Rabbi Leo Jung of the 
Jewish Center of New York. I sincerely hope that you will per
mit us to maintain the high standards of our baccalaureate serv
ice by join:ing us on our 1954 pro gram. 

Our honorarium for such an address is two hundred dollars. 
We hope that this is supplemented, in a way, by the satisfaction 
that can cane from contributing to the preparation of young men 
and women who are about to enter an important profession. 

• cerely yours, 

H iP.cn 



I 

Dr. Harry • Porter 
State Um:nraity o£ N York 
State Teachers Colle 
Fredonia• N•• York 

11y mar r. Porter 1 

Januar7 7, 19$4 

Permit• to thank you tor your kin letter ot December t ent.y
eighth and tor your gr.s.ciouo invitation to deliver the bacca
laureate ddreaa b££cre the tate ~ cl r Colle on Sund~ 
• en1ng, June sixth. 

That in .ha eve or our restinl ot Shal:uot, thl holiday on which 
.. baw Continr.ation. It ia therefore quite imposeible tor • 
to be awa7 troa 111 awn congregation on that holiday. I hope that 
I may be 0£ aerdoe to 7011 at ._. future time. 

W1tb warmeat regarda, I raain 

AB A HILLEL SILffli 

AIIStl'lla 
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

FREDONIA , NEW YORK 

Si l r 

n R d 

bi I V r: 

0 ob r 23, 19 6 

In Dec r f 953 joined our f culty . n invit-
ing you o del·v r the b cc laure t ddres at our 954 com-

nc ercis You e u b e 0 cc p th inv 
on use o rvice th t y r JI 0 th ev of 
st of h . Yo id, h V r, expr the 9 n 

ho e 
f ur t· 

n thre 
spea er 
vi ti on 
Sud -

you 
e. 

i 0 
to p 
rn ng 

b b to be of 

o rrange o 
_,_ i th Prot e 

our 1957 
9th. 
~ 

oul d I • 

ervi 

A I ind·c t din th r v·ou l 
an c Hi I 1 S i ty n Club, nd 
Foundation. Our ccalaur e programs o 
ye rs have, e b 1· v, been i o t nt el 
faith act·vi • s, d r nxiou o 
qua ity. R c nt rs h v inc1ud d 

e to u at 0 

progr ms 
nd J ·sh 
you a in
e h 1 d 

tt r, Fre nia ha 
Std Christin 
th pas severa 

m nts of our n e -
• tain he·r h. h 

Rev r d G org 
on of R ck f Iler A. Bu rick of w or, Or. John 8. Th 

Ch pe1, Univer ity of h·c o, nd R b. 
I earn tty hop ht y fi i 

Lo J g of 
si-ble to ace 

invit t·on nd t oh vein 957 n hr in-
gui h d baccalau ervi e. 

o ars. 
uppl 

kin a 
acing 

H P .j wb 

ch an 
op, as e v sa ·d i 

ed by c r in int ngib 
v 1 able contr'b t·o o you 
rof s ion. 

Si nc r ly y r 

o hundr d 
st , t t th . s i 
ha c n c e from 
le nd to h 

%G-~ 
. Par ,. 
t 
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October 25, 19$6 dictd. 10-2L 

Dr. Harry • Porter, Presi.den\ 
State niversi ty r h ew YOl"k 
State eacbers liollep 
Fredonia, New York 

I am ind 
me, 1·0 
your 19!)7 

, Pi: recldt·· ve o.r your thm ghtful:ncss in ~-nvj-t:,ing 
t.:. c • , rleliver the acca · ire ,!I. ~e ot 

... ercises. 

Again the , 
Sur.dAy n ~.-ni . ::,, r:, •. 

exe cis s c 
flli~G S . l. 

that morni • 

I regret . .. l t 1 or 

1· . . a· u 

AHS1al 

o t tc • +. • ., . 

!ost cordiall J"OllrS • 

. I 

• 




