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J~'WISH STUDEl,TS' CONGREGATICJl o:P 

HARVARD UUIVERSITY. 

C/.J.IBRIDGE, , SS. 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
East 55th St & Central, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver:-

Au~ust 9th, 1924. 

Unfortunately for the past 
two years ·-1 e have been unable to have you with us 
to conduct one of our Friday evenin~ services. 
We are now drawin~ up our list of speakers for the 
coming school year and again nope to have you 
among them. If you intend to be in the east dur­
ing tr:.e coming year, will you let us know so that 
we may arrange a possible date with you? 

The Departmei. t of SynaJog 
and School Extension, you know, pays the expenses 
of any visiting rabbi within a radius of three 
hundred miles from Boston. If you expect to be 
within the above area, perhaps you will find it 
not too inconvenient to be with us for one of our 
services. 

Each year e have had quer­
ies fron: many men as to why we have not fl.ad you 
speak to us. We sl~uld be i rateful to you if your 
preuence could this year replace our former ex­
planations. 

( Swnrner address) 

923 E. 60th St. , 
Chicago, Ill. 

Sµi.1erely y01 rs, 

. #.c 
~esident .--..__ 
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1 c_u:.:.s.:::s:.:.oF_;_.,s_E_Rv_,c_E_ 1_sY_M_■_oL_ 1 WEST 
,- TELEGRAM 

DAY LETTER BLUE 

. Nl~HT MESSAGE NITE 

NIGHT LETTER NL 

If none of these *" IYffltlols 
appears after the check (number al 
WOids) this 11 a telegram. Othff. 

u lta oharact• 11 I ndlcatecl by the 
TE 

UNION 
AM 

IYfflbol appearing after the check. NEWCOMB CARL TON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VIC:E-PRESIDl!NT 

Form 1204 

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL 

TELEGRAM 

DAY LETTER BLUE 

NIGHT MESSAGE NITE 

NIGHT LETTER NL 

It none of theae tfwH symbols 
app1ar1 after the check (number al 
wonla) thla la a tel..,am. Other-
wlult1charlcterl1lndlcatecl by the 
aymbol appearing after the chick. 

n, fllln1 time u abowa In tb1 date line oa tuU•rate tllqrama aad da, llttlrl, ud 1111 um, of r1e11111 at dlltiaatloa II sun• all ■1111111, II STANDARD TIii£. 

Received at 2016 East 105th St., Cleveland, Ohio. Cedar 1867 

114H tN 4j NL CLEVE.LAND HELA Y 
/ 

H IUHH A H d I L V Etc 

TH£ TE PL£ 1 5 AD L K .1l c.; LE V l:. LA ND O H I 

WE UNDEH~TANV TH T YOU IL IN B d O V ~EB K TENTH 

<;OULD YOU P03tiltfLY "TAY OVt.K TO ~PEAK TO THE HAt<V JJ 

t;ONuKft.ATION ON Dfc.;t::MBEH TWEl TH YOUt< PRESENCE. WILL 

<,; KTAINLY dTlllULATt JJJJAltSM IN HAHVAK PLEA~t. Ai'tiWfK A 

t>OON AS PO~~fl:HJ; ro NJNC:Tt.EN <;ENTHE t>Tt<EET CAMBHIJJGE 

'AM U "L GLUECK 
11 ~SA NOV ~9 
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Collect _Day .Letter 

Samuel Glueck 
19 Centre Street 
Cambridge, Kasa. 

attend. 

• 

December 1st, 1924 - 100n 

Sorey cannot stay over Friday. If you can 

for Wednesday afternoon will be glad to 

A.H. Silver • 
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ul!Je uJemplt 
EAST 105TH STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 

TELEPHONES• CEDAR 132-133 

Gtlttttlanb 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, 0. D .. RABBI 

SOLOMON BLUHM 
DlltlECTOII 0,, TEM .. LE ACTIVITll:a 

January Thirty-tint 
1927 

!Jr. Frank FN9d, 
336 A HarDrd Street 
Csmbr14ge, &:i.asachus 

~ dN.r 

I reg _JrUCh that 1 t wi 11 
not be poaaibl• m o aYail nwselt ot 
your kind 1nY1tat1on add.res• the Jewish 
Students of Harvard at e time of m;v visit 
to Boa ton in .Apr! !fJll s d ule for the 
short period tba I s~ 1 be the Bast 
is oomp!etely t led. Perhaps other 
season may ott r an opp rtunity to to 
be with you ain. 

" th kindest 
you alls ceas, I am 

( Very sine er,, ly yours , 
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OFFICE OP THE CHAlllMAN OF THE 

BOARD OP PREACHERS 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dea~ Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSE1TS 

Karch 20, 1934. 

I aa writing to invite you to preach in the 
UniYersity Chapel at Harvard at some time during the 
academic year 1934-34. 

Rabbi Levi ha• been one ot our preachers tor 
the last two or three years end we are very anxioua 
to extend our acquaintance among the rabbis ot 
liberal Judai•. 

'l'he engagement supposes a Sunday morning 
service at 11.00 o'clock, allowing tor a sermon ot 
about half an hour. 

We hope that the Sunday preacher will atay 
with ua through as much ot the week tallowing as 
possible to conduct the daily morning Chapel at 8.45. 
We realize that this means a rather heayY charge on 
the time ot busy men, but only by a tew days residence 
ot that sort c8Jl a man get the teeling ot the reli­
gious lite ot the UniYersity, and by staying on 
arter Sunday he puts us doubly in his debt. 

The honorariUlll tor the Sunday aerTioe 1• 
$50.00 and tor each of the daily aenioes $10. The 
University pays tra-.eling expenses as well, and t~e 
visiting preacher ia the guest o t the Un1Ters1 ty in 
the Preacher'• Room at Lowell House. 

. I should like to suggest February 10 and as 
much ot the week thereafter ae you oan giTe to ua. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, CleTeland, o. 

~ 

W. L. Spe 
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ch 23, 1934. 

fr. ob rt Alberg. Secret~17, 
:ia.rv. d m :oter of .A.wkah, 
30 1111• r\h :ve. , 
Cambridge, Ma••• 

Let m \bADk 7~ for our .clnd. 1nv1t ·tlon 
to addr••• \he Hi va.rd Oba :ter o Awkah. I eh~4 
e].adly availed ~• lf of .P<>rlun1'1 nt 
I ., 'b en cor.ro. i. led t Cl c my •:r:,;IJll,_~~nt with 
ord l d:ue t reaaure at w Ke P .rbap1 a, • aae 

fuh: ti. when I am in the v1c· \1' of Boston 
I lha.11 be 1 to b@ of vie• ou. 

1th 11 good leMe, rft in 

AHS: JC 



Dr. • L. SperJ7, 
emorial Cbur ., 

Be.rv d Univ r 1t7, 
Cambri , a • 

4 r Dr. Speff71 

it to th;ulk: you for O\lJI kind 
lnvi \ 11 n ,o pr ch ln the Univ r •• 1 t7 Chalpe1 
al Harv d o b 10th and t •t over 
for a.a •ch ·h ..,...,. • po ., bl to conduct 
the 117 morm. Cha el. I 1 b " -q 
pl• ee4 lo come \o you n b 10\h, al\houch 
at the r en\ wr ti , I cannot bow maQ7 d.a.7• 
I c r ia over. work at Temple la 
Ye-q he&YJ' and it mq not be po ble for• 
,o tlq oYer tor more U da.T• If ~ calendar 
11 tree th: t • ek, I aru 11 ot coura, be hapw 
to• OYer for an addit .onal. or two. 
Pl • let me know wh tlUlr thi • an~anwnt will 
be • \letacto17 ,o 7ou. 

1th b et ilhea, penal\ tor 1n 

l r7 •lnc•rtl.7 ;you.rs, 

AHSal3X 



OFFICE OF THE CHADlMAN OP THE 
BOAilD OF PllEACHEllS 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

April 13, 1934. 

Thank you for your very kind note. I am 
very happy to hear that you will preach for us at 
the University on February 10. We will let the 
matter of daily prayers following the Sunday wait 
until your calendar is a little more completed • . 
If as the time draws on you find that you can 
give us a day or so we will be very grateful. 
Meanwhile the important thing is to be assured 
of your Sunday with us. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
'!he Temple, 
Cleveland, o. 

w. L. Sperry. 



Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
The T ple, 
East 105th St., at Ansel, 
Cleveland, Oho. 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

14 Alton Court, 
BrooKline, ass., 
S ptember 1, 1934. 

! learned from a Harvard manual that 
you are scheduled to preach at the Chapel 
during the coming academic year, 

The Harvard Menorah Society would be 
greatly honored to have you as 1ts guest 
speaker at a Greater Boa,ton Intercollegiate 
Menorah meeting. 

As I plan to send pr n d program of 
the year's activities to 11 J wish st dents 
before school begin, I ould appreciate 
very much having you rite ua at your earliest 
convenience, stating a possible subject and 
the probable tim of your visit. 

fishing you a very Happy and Prosperous 
New Year, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

, Pres1d nt, 
The Harvard Menorah Society. 



September 17. 1934. 

Mr. Dlol ». Caa\a, Preaideal, 
1h art Menorah Socle'7, 
14 Al on llftl!lP,. 

lrookltne, Mae•• 

WT 4 r . eaa,_., 
I appncl te yoar lul ltoa lo ad4N • Ult 

llarT&r4 lluorah Soole'7 ..-1-1 av Tiell to lanar4. 
I r pet \h t I ah&ll M\ tie ao le lo 1aa.lilliWIIII l \. I 
aball " ln aa4 near Bo.loll tor \wo ~...... \l"CJq u4 
Moad.,-, an4 I have q ach-=1..a t a44na-. 

lllla all eoo4 ., •• tor • ...,, han7 MW 
7.0, pend\ \or-la 

AIISIU 



OFFICE OF THE CHAI1lMAN OP THE 
BOARD OF PREACHERS 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear abbi ilver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETIS 

December 4,1934 

e are looking forward ith pleasure to 
your coming to the Harvard Church on 
February 10 . 

Vlhen we last corresponded you said ~hat 
you might be able to give us two or three 
days of morni prayers at the beginning 
of the week. There is a fifteen minute 
service at 8:45 each morning, and in so 
far as possible e like to have our Sunday 
preacher spend at least part or the week 
with us. Most of our preachers are able 
to do this. 

I am writing thus early because I am leaving 
for the Pacific oast the first of January 
and shall not get back until just in time for 
your service on February 10. I must therefore 
make advance provision for the morning prayers 
of that week. 

I hope you will give us what time you can, and 
am planning to ask Rabbi Levi to complete so 
much of the week as you are not able to take 
in order that both the Sunday and daily prayers 
of that week may bring us the oys r ·beral 
Judaism. 

Sincerely 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
•ast 105th Street at Ansel Road 
leveland, Ohio 



Dr. William SpffJ7, 
larva.rel Un1Y•r•1V, 
Cambri4 • eaaahu•ette. 

d .. ;_ .. r Dr. SpeJT71 

December 10, 1934. 

Pen11, me ,o \haAk you. for -raur kind le\\o 
of Decemb r 4\h. I • looking f orwar4 wi 1h real 
pl nre \o my for\heam111£ na1, lo \he Barvarcl Memorial 
Church on Jebroary 101h. I am 80"'7 th.a\ I will no, 
• able ,o be with 7ou.r aroup tor morning prq•r• more 

than ou q, ondQ aonilng. I 1111st • 1 ~r1Dgf1e14, 
Ma••• ondq night and .,.., 1 av tor lioail atur -, 
addreaa before the Sprln iel4 Cl '7 Clul>. 

Would you tell me aomelhl more ab<111t \he 
t1ft en mim1\e nice and wbal would be expeote4 of me? 

1\h all good wiahe1, I remain 

Cordially your,, 

AHSa:BK 
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OPFICE OF THE CHAlllMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PllEACHEllS 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

CAMBRIDGE, MAssACHUSETIS 

December 1 , 1934 

' hank you for your kind ~ote of December 10 . I am delighted that you can spend at least one morning with us - .i. :onday, the 11th - for daily prayers . I am enclosing order of that service . It is a fifteen minute service at 8 : 45 , allo ing opportunity for a five or six minute address . I shall be on the ground myself and if you prefer not to take the whole service I will take so much of it as you may care to delegate to me . 

row that I am t riting you , may I send you full details regard-ing the unday service . I do so because I am getting off at the beginning of the new year for a five weeks trip to the Pacific Coast and shall not arrive ho ~ until the 9th of February , the same date when I ass you will be arr iving. 
The preacher at the University while in residence is the guest of the University at Lo .1ell ijo se . ome into the outh Station in Boston and take the subway there for Harvard Square , which is about a ten minute run. taxi will be waiting at the subway exit and it is not more than a couple of minutes to Lowell House . • hen ask the janitor to show you to the preacher ' s room. There is a little suite of sittin~ room, bed room and bath at your disposal . 

Your meals , unless otherwise arranged for by friends , are taken in the Lowell House dining room and you sign the slip presented to you ''The I emorial hurch~ with your name underneath . 
I enclose the Order of unday service . fuen I am here I usually take the first half of the service , that is through the Old Al. Testament Lesson . The preacher of the day begins i th the Q¼d. ,,,.., Testament Lesson and concludes the service . 

If you are willin to do this I should be happy to have you take the Second Lesson and the prayer as well as the sermon . If you ~refer to read the ld est ent Lesson I will read the ew Testament Lesson , but when Rabbi Levi has been here in the past I have read the Old _est ent Lesson and e h s read the ew est ent Lesson . his has always seemed to IO.ea rather gracious arran e ent of the to lessons . 



r.e morning service allows for a sermon of from t enty­
five to thirty minutes in length, the whole service truces 
just about an hour and we like to get through by t ·elve 
o'clock. 

I shal not trouble to rite you again be fore going ~7est, 
but shall look you up either on the evening of the 9th or 
the morning of Feb ruary 10. 

Should any unforseen misadventure make it impossible for 
you to co e - since we all have to be ready for influenza 
or the like - ill you kindly address me at this office. __ ail 
will be cared for here and there ill be someone to make 
arrangements for a substitute if necessary. I hope, ho1ever , 
that nothing of the sort may interfere with your visit. 

Looking forward with pleasure to se 

Rabbi .H. ilver 
The Temple 
=ast 105th Street at 
vleveland, Ohio 

sel Road 

I am, 



Jcuss o, SERVICE DES1R1Ek 
DOMKfflC CA■LK 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAYLmER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MESSAGE LETI'ER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LmER RADIOGRAM 

~llbouldebeekelaaot_,.. 
delind; otbentiN-.. will be 

WE-STERN 
UNION 

era-ttteduatali...... 
_ .. 11nleettoa, II, ■. WMlff 

NUIDCNT 
NEWCOM■ CARI.TON 

CNAIIIMAN OP TNII --

Send llae/ollor,ini -ic. auhJed to tM lcnna on~ lraeo/. ~laich GN lw-,, ~ lo 

MR. ilTHUB D. HOLZMAN 
91 SALSBURY B~D 
BROOKLINE, SS. 

J, C. WILLKYKII 
l'lllff YIC:ll•P'IIII .. DSNT 

February 2 • 1935 

1206-A 

CHECK 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

YOU INVITE ME TO ADDRESS AVUKAH A.T HARVA.IID. THE NATIONAL CONV.E TION 
OJ Tlii AVUKAH W. S ID£LD IN CLEVELAND LAST OHTH. WHY S NO INVITATIO 
EXTENDil O ME TO A.DDRESS CONFERENCE IN MY O\fN CITY? PLFA;;iE CONSULT 
OFFICERS OF YOUR HA.TIO L ORG.A. IZATION • 

. 

• H. SILVER 

WJtSTJtJtN UNION GIFT ORD£RS SOLVE THE PERPLEXlNG QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE 



OPPICE OP THE CHAlllMAN OP THE 

BOAllD OF PREACHEll.5 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSE1TS 

February 4 , 1935 

In Dean perry 's absence may I 

remind you that you are scheduled to conduct 

the service at The emorial hurch on 

February 10, 1935. You have also agreed 

to take mornin prayers in Ap leton Chapel 

on February 11,1935. The preacher's room 

in Lo ell House will be in read·ness for you 

on your arrival. 

Sincerely yours, 

-.___I'< ~"3~ :;r~<._-d~ 

Secretary 

Rabb i Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, East 105th treet at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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JcLASS OF SERVICE DESIRE£k.. 

DOMESTIC CAIILE 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MESSAGE LETTER 

NIGHT WEEK END 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons should check clue of IMl?'Vlee 
desired; otherwise message will be 

transmitted ae a full-rate 
communication. 

COLLECT 

WESTERN 
UNION 

NIIWCOMII CARLTON. Plt&&IOSNT J.C. WILLEVER 0 P'llt&T YICS-P1t&a10•NT 

Send the /ollo•ing meuage. ,u/,jecl lo the term, on ha~ hereof. whlcl, are herehg agreed lo Feb • 4 , 19 35 

1207-A 

CHECK 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

_____________________ 19 __ _ 

Artnur D. Holzman 
To ___________________________________________ _ 

91 Salisuury Rd. 
Street and No. ___________________________________ _ 

Bro .) 1 ine, ...iass. 
Place _______________ ---'...;.......~----''-'----------------

REGRE'l' CA ,_!OT ACCJPI' 

Sender'• addreaa 
Jo, re/a.a 

A SILVER 

THB QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 
IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 

JF]'ICERS 



WILL APPRECIATE SU~ESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 120l -8 

IY TII& SIIINa OP TNIS 
MIISAG&. PLUS& GIVa 
IT TO TN& NIIIINGU 
oa TELEPHONI IT TO 

ESTER 
UNIO 

NSWCOM■ CARL TON 
CHAIIUIAN OP' TMK a<>AllD 

SIGNS 
DL - Day Letter 

NM - Night Meaaai:e 

'NL - Night Letter 

LC - Deferred Cable 

NL T- Cable N~ht Letter 

Sblp lladi01U1U 

The filin,r time u shown iD the date line OD full-rate te1e«rama ud d&.Y Jetter.. and the time of receipt at deatiDatioo u ahowll OD all---. Ml BT ANDARD TIME. 

- • Received at 2040 Eut 9th St., Cleveland, Ohio CHu1~~f.!!?~E a7 ,
1 
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WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXI~G QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OP THE 
BOARD OP PllEACHBllS 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Dr.Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSE1TS 

arch 30,1935 

It was pleasant to have y u with us 
this year, and it you are willing to come 
back another year I hope you can do so. 
I 111 be quite frank and say that I am 
proposing to ask a number of different 
Rabbis from liberal Judaism over a period 
9f years in order that we may come in touch 
with representatives of your position and in 
order that you maY. in turn see us. But we want you anotner year, anyway. 

Could you come to us on June 7, 1936 and 
give us two or three days thereafter of morning 
prayers? You know the conditions, and I 
hope that your visit here was pleasant enough 
so that you may be inclined torepeat it if 
your· schedule allows. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

s 

-



April 5, 19. 5. 

Dr. Wi •• i L. 3p rry, 
Harvard Univ r 1ty, 
Cambr. a, . 

d · r r. S r~a • •t1 

Let. me ... .w..~ :, for your 1nd 
and for 7au.r 1nv1t \o pr ch t 
on June 7,193. , 1 lo 
hap~ e\w n no then, I 11 •-·~ 
AD4 \o en t o r a 
pr,qe •• I \horou enjoyed IQ' vi 
which it, ford d o e\ y • 

1th o • ·iab s, I 11 

V _..,. c rd lly y 

.A.HSI 

tter of ch 30, 
Church 

14 :WUl'.~U OQA 

v r rror\ \o oome 
uct.1 or-111:. 
• op ort.UA1'7 

• 



OFFICE OF THE CHAillMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PllEACHERS 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSETTS 

pril 12,1935 

I am delighted that you will come 

to us again next year, and am accordingly 

confirming on my schedule your appointnent 

with us for unday, June 7, 1936, and for 

two or three days of daily prayers thereafter. 

You gave us a real 11'.f't when you were 

here this year and it 111 be good to see you 

again. 

Rabbi bba Hillel ilver 
he Tem le 
'ast 105th Street at sel Road 
leveland, Ohio 
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HARV ARD UNIVERSITY 

L 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OFFICE OP THE CHAIRMAN OP THE 
BOARD OP PREACHERS 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

11 a 19,1936 

Dear Ra S lver : 

You ar preac:in~ for us on SundG June 7, 
and e are 1001 ing forward to your comlne vith interest. 
It ~ill be good to see you back again . 

I h~~ orlgln&lly sug ·este tvo or three -ays 
of r yers tnere~fter , u I hesitate to ·ress t_ is 
matter . Since I first rote ou the University year 
has been s~1.oved back a weei( , and June 8 to 13 incl-1s i ve , 
are the final dc:ys of the exa1inat on ~ iod. ,..,ommencenent 
co11es the follov·ing v,eek . 

If you have other appointnents in Easton . the 
first o the V'ee'r , or · f our o···n inclinat on i~ to st or 
t·o or three eys •3 should e el g ted to have ou ltnger 
on as our guest , but I hove to arn ou that aily services 
have ;>ractic&lly run out :~ tha ti e of year, an l there s 
a mere handful of en fort ose lrst fie or six ornin s. 
1-"e go through t e for1t1 of no.in ta in ing the service to the 
last doy of the acadenic yeor , but b 1 the end of the 
exa~ination time the great ~ajorit of st.1dents have -lready 
left Ca.111 r Ldge , and our congre~a t on, wl1 i ch is never la.rge , 
is scaled do~n accord ngly . 

If , therefore , ou feel thbt ;oJr time can e 
use to etter od -onta e so e 'here else , I am on the 5round 
and can core for thP service that eek. I usually do it 
because I h: ve not the nerve to ask n othe:- man to do it 
under the con itions. !ovever , if ou woul enjoy tv,o or 
three d~ys of rest &n quiet here b 11 means o linger on. 

abbi A ha 
The Tenple 
East 105th 

leveland , 

S ncerely yours , 

.Iillel Silver ~- -( • .Jd_~ 
-?r. 

Stre tat nse Road 
hio 



Dr. • L Sper17, 
emor 1 Church, 

llanarcl Un1Yerel'7, 
Callbr14 , aaacmael ,,. 

4 Dr. Sperr,1 

2, 1931 

L \ m thank-:, u for klnd 1.,,.r ot 
~ 19. I am r tber pl ••4 \o 1 am \ha.I 1 will 
no\ require aor •nloH tor on \ Ille-. , 
JW1 , .... I •hall be qulle bua7 \he p,an•1Ader ol 
\be •. 

I lo,.,...1oa& ton • ti pleaaur• lo 
r •1• 11 Bar ard Uni ••r•l IT and ~• w11h 700.. 
ilh all g o 4 iuea, ,....._la 

Y 17 -•lnc•rel.7 youra, 
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I I HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

I 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAllD OF PREACHEllS 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETfS 

J 1.1ne . , 1 . 6 

Denr i .)ilver : 

'e • r_ 1001 in or.· r •• t Lrec.. t le· .ur to 
• o r ~ i ~ 6 T • s next Sun 1 • J • r, : eve 1 and ': ' -~ 

• Pl e ... .:. sr;n d • ' f )rtn: ht as f 1·old .. , 1 ~11 i s 
prerc ed nere es r Tn ~ - &s e first t: e e 
' c: -3 ever een at rd an re Vi e .1.· •, a.S • t 11· v • 1". , 

11 • rr· &s he seems to een & t e in D' Vii t· us. 

I t . ~· p 

n o e louse p 

from the South Sta' ion 1· , 
three inutes alr to Lov 
01·e· cher ' s roo •. ~11 e ·--iti ;; 

lo e v-' en OU c.rr i ve . 
to ea t nth Lo 11 Iou 
shoul 1 e si~ned • h o 

to t er ' s room 
'a. 

uare , • n 
The 're to t· e 

u ln the or er ' s 
"a s fin s0 1neth n 
om , ~n eeks t ere 
T1e :.1:e 1or:.al C urch. 

H~· Jil for 1 self I b~ to be next uund~ ·nd 
t~ke art of tile servLce . f ou ~old 1 · ~e to read 

the 1
1 e Test~ e... Le • son oul to ave ou o 

so , ut ~.:' : ou ~ r f-r to re· the Old Testa ent Lesson 
v, r 11 rec.u. t e lesson from the e-· Tes~ament. 1·:e an 
se tle t 1is Sun a y nol'n • n . 

,. . \ . • 1 Vf:' .>U r r ~r. ~ rd· niVH to J. 0 

' . t .. c.. OU ar_. .. e co 1f 1 t 1 settled ir. . 
little 1 te ~-1 t even in efore ul e se 

· re off on . n ,. r"er n East oston c.. t 9 o ' c -
Satur a ven · n . 

I o ri0t nee to tell ou hov, mu l ~ t me'" ns s from 
m'n 0:. • s of v •e, to 1ave 'OU 1e1e in n · s chur h or one 
of t e nd'" ser·· i.··es of 

Ab .. 
T e Te J; le 
"ci.st 1 5th 
Clevel'·n , 

Sinc:rel 

.... "llel Silver 

'--­
treet at Ansel .o· 

0 · o 



THE MEMORIAL CHURCH - HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

©rber of 'Wlorsbip 
SUNDAYS AT 11 A.M. 

b "'llttt, " /«'\l""- 1hun""'re""'tb," u .] h C • ~ \»-' v ■J v v nannounce(l, t e ongregation 

All people tha on arth do dwell, 
ing to th Lord with ch erful voice 

Him erve with fear, hi prai~e forth tell, 
Come ye b fore him and r joicc. 

For why, the Lord our God i g od, 
His mercy i forever ure; 

Hi truth at all time firmly tood, 
And hall from age to ag endur . 

Sentences front Scrtpture 

tn\?ocatton, anb ttbe 1ort,'s 1Pral]er 

landing 

in which the Congregatfrm jcins 

<Ibant The Con_gregation, standing, joins 

0 come, 1 t us ing unto the Lord: let us heartily rejoice in the trength of 
our alvation. 

L tu come b fore hi pre ence with thankJ giving: and how our elves glad 

in him with psalm . 
For the Lordi a great God: and a great King above all god . 
In hi, hand are all the corn r of the earth: and the tr ngth of the hill is 

hi al o. 
The ea is hi and h mad it: and hi hand pre par d the dry land. 

0 come, 1 t u wor hip and fall down: and kn el before the Lord our 
faker. 

For h i the Lord our God: and we are th p ople of bi pa ture, and the 
he p of his hand. 

0 wor hip the Lord in the beauty of holine : I t the wbol arth tand in 
awe of him. 

For h cometh, for he cometh to judg the earth: and with righteou ness 

to judg th world and the people with hi truth. 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi ible: the only wise God, 
Be honor and glory through Je u Chri t: forever and ev r. AME . 

1Responst\?e 1Reabtng The Congregation standing 



Bntbem 

1esson from tbe @It, \testament 

Bntbem 

1esson from tbe 'flew '?testament 

1Responses tor mtntster anb <tbotr -

MINI TER: The Lord be with you. 
Cnorn: And wi h thy pirit. 
Mr rr TER: Let us pray. 0 Lord, how thy mercy upon us. 
Caom: And grant u thy salvation. 
11:1 1 TER: 0 God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Caom: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

brntn 

Sermon 

~raper 

bpmn 

l3enet,tctton 

The Congregation standing 

The Congregation standing 
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Dear Rabbi Silver; 

GREAT STONES, 

HEADINGTON, 

OxFORD. 

May 16-37 

I am oft on sabbatical leave 

tran Harvard tor a half year, and struggling at this 

distance to make up rrry preacher's list at Harvard 

tor 37-38. 

Can you and will you come to us tor SUnday, 

Octol:e r 24,19371 I hope this is possible. 

We•shal] be glad to see you. 

The 1 invitation carries with it the hope that 

you could spend perhaps three days taking moming 

prayers through Wednesday morning. I know that 

this is a busy time ot year, yet we are very anxious that 

our Sunday preachers should give us th.is added help,1t poss 

' 1ble. 

c.., 



Dr.•• L. Sperry, 
Great Stones, 
Headington, 
Oxford, England. 

lly de r Dr. Sperryl 

June l, 1957 

I •• haP.Y to receive y r letter or 
llay 6th and to le rn toot u re bout to enjo 
a abbatical half-year. I hop th t ou 111 
enjoy it ae much ae I enj yed bbatic 1 r 
in 195S. 

I a preciate dee 1 • ur invi t tion 
to p each a ain at Hari rd. 'ou sugg et the ate 
or October 24 1 57. I beg n my Sun a orning 
S rvices in Octo rand, if ossible, I ehould not 
11 e to be out or my P"1 ?it th t month. Have you 
an , oth r Sun aye tree, y the 14th or 21st ot 
November or any Bunda in Decemb r? 

With all good iehe or v 
eumaer, I remain 

1 sat 

V r cordiall u·a, 

ABS1BI 



Rabbi ./ a !illel S:Il.ve1·, D .D. , 
The Temple , • 
East 105th Street , 
Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silvar, 

GREAT STONES, 

HEADINGTON, 

Oxf'ORD. 

16 une 1937 

Thank you for youi· cind nove of J·me ls t . 

I see our difficulty about October 24t, 19 7 . On t.a. e 

other hand, I am in som d fficult at tis end . I have bad 

to ma e out a h ot_ etical rogramme for t e ear, and t en 

suggest to each man a date . The trouble i s at it is 

im ossible to offer a ma any one a f-a-dozen Sunda ~s, 

allo~ ing for a mon back an forth for let ers, an ever get 

t e sc ~edule complete on t1at asls . 

I am sorr· o sa that t e schedule for the comin year 

is in such shape that at the moment I d o not see another 0 unday 

w ich I can offer you . If you feel that you oug.t not to be 

awa fro. our ovn ul it during October , I should re retfull 

accept t e fact and simpl put your name in reserve for the 
follov n ac demic year . If, howev r, OU feel that the cause 
deserves it , I do hope OU will come to us on the date su geste 

I do not ish to urge ou, and plainl the claim of the 
Temple ccmes first . 0 t e ot er hand , we do want o make 
a lace once eac ear for a spokesman for liberal Judaism, 

and the times bein as they are If 1 that tis a gesture 

• 
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GREAT STONES, 

HEADINGTON, 

OxFORD. 

worth while making at Harvard, ot11 for our sal{es and for yours . 

:ould lt be too much to ask you , after thinking t e matter 

over , to sen me a deferred cable - a matter of dollar, for 

which I ~:ill reir.1burse you - saying whether ou caL come on 

October 24th? If not , I shall have to invite omeone else 

for that service . There would rema t e bare ossibility 

that there mi 0 ht ea date later in t he ~ar which I could 0 

suggest . 

atte1 pt it . 

I can ot promise it at the morrent, al though I should 

In any case; we hope you i l l have us 1 mind 

for 1938- 39 . 

~1th best wishes, 



Rabbi bba Hillel Silver, D. D. , 
The Temple, 
ast 105th Street, 

Cleveland, Ohio . 

ear Rabbi Silver, 

GREAT STONKS, 

HEADINGTON, 

OxFORD. 

2 July 1937 

Thank you for your cable hich arrived a day orl so ago . 

It is very generous of you to concede to my necessities 

and to accept the a""' pointment for Sunday, October 24th. I 

greatly ap~reciate your generosity . I am glad, ho,ever, that 

you agree ith me in principle that in the present state of 

this unhappy 1orld ' s affairs it is worth our keeping these 

channels of communication open. 

ill you be able to i ve us t 'iO or three days of .. orning 

Prayers thereafter? I realise that this is asking a ood deal 

at your busiest season of the year, but it may be that you \ ill 

ielcome two or three days of comparative quiet in C4mbridge 

before plunging into the year ' s work. If so, ve shall be 

only too hap y to have you. Perhaps you 'IJtill drop me a line 

on this matter, to this address . 

September . 

I shall be here until 

The important thi?:g, ho ever, is to have the Sunday settled, 

and I thank you for accor odating yourself to my situation. 

1ith very best wishes , 
rs , 



LOWELL HOUSE 

~0 HOLYOKE STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

abbi bba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi ilvera 

29 September, 1937 

I see by the Harvard emorial Church schedule that 

you are coming here for some days beginning October twenty­

fourth. 1s that presumably means residence in the preacher's 

suite in Lowell House, I wish to send you a word of welcome, _____,,--
for, although I have no responsibility for the preacher's suite, 

I am chief of the Trouble Bureau of Lowell House and hope you 

will not hesitate to call upon me if Ion do anything to make 

your stay more agreeable. You doubtless know that you are free 

to take any meals you please in our hall and to treat the Tutors' 

Common Room as your club room. In particular, on onday, the 

twenty-fifth, at six-thirty, the House tutors and their guests 

meet in this Common Room and dine together. The visiting 

preacher is often kind enough to join us on these occasions, 

and I hope very much that you will be so good as to continue 

the tradition. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Julian•L~~ 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PREACHERS 

~y dear Dr . Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

October 11,1937 

It is our ho~e at he erorial Church that the various 
visiting preachers to the university shoulu nave every op~or­
tuni"ty to become acquainted vith a number of stu • ents, an to 
ex~ress w atever is on their minus at the tie of their visit 
v:ith us . 

bor those no desire such, I am planninb to invite a 
group of students to meet ~ith them tor tea uurinf., t e latt r· 
part of some af'ternoon . Stua.ent s a1·e constantly askin me 

ow they mi ht tin touc .. ith certain of our visitin 
preacherc, uri t1e latt r ' s f v tiaya at t1e niversity . 

am writing this letter ·it 
but please o not feel compelle to 
1or this purpose . ny uecision you 
optional . ~rne Dean visnes to :cant 
while you are at rlarvard . 

e . n Speriy ' s ernission , 
eserve an, of your ti1~ 
ma e sroul be purely 
you the utmost 11 rty 

In case rour sche ·ule allovs or a cou le f free h ·urs 
lat some afternoon (wit tie exception of e nes a) , ould 
you notify me o the c...ate a f'e days b6fore your departure for 
Cambridse . 

he Dean lill wtite you later about t e services of worship. 
e are loo~in for· ar to your visit with us . 

nabbi Abba. illel Silver 
'l.1 he r11 em le ... 
ast 105th St . at nsel oa 

Clevelan, hio 

Sincerely yours , 

~ -
s i ... tant at the emorial C urch 



October 1~, 19!7 

Dr. Arthur P. Colbourn, 
The uorial Church, 
n rv rd Onive •ity, 
Cambridge, e. 

da&r Dr. Col :>unu 

L t ■e thank . ou for J i:>u~ letter ot 
Octa er 11. I h d hoped to e le to t at 
Harv rd or re day. I tlnd, ho ever, b t I 
shall h v to 1¥ ve on1 evening n time to _eep 
U> engagam nt 1th th m ric n ni rl.·n As oc1 tion 
1n Burtalo on Tu d y. nl r -• at rnoon oul~ 
th~Nttore be onda 1 • I~ ~11 le ed to eet 
a id•. te o • ~rternoon or t udents. 

1th 11 good hea nd loo~in !o~ ard 
wlth ple ure to my Yi it, I ro 1n 

V ry cordiall; 0•1r:- , 

AH81Bl 



OPPICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETIS 

October 18,1937 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

We are looking forward with pleasure to your 
visit to us next Sunday. I appreciate the sacrifice 
which both you and your congregation made that you might 
be here so early in the autumn. You are familiar with 
our ways and means. Will you, on your arrival, make 
your way to what is, I hope, the now familiar preacher's 
room at Lowell House. If, by any chance, you could get 
here by Saturday noon you would be in time to see what 
ought to be a good football game. If you can do this let 
me know and I will try to get you a ticket. 

Happily for myself I shall be on the ground next 
Sunday morning and will take as much or as little of the 
service as you wish. Usually I carry the service through 
the Old Testament Le5son and ask the visiting preacher to 
pick it up with the Ne~ Testament Lesson and continue 
through to the end. You might prefer to read the Old 
Testament Lesson yourself. On the otherlhand it would be 
a gracious interchange if I were to read the First Lesson 
and you were to take the Second Lesson. This is at your 
discretion. 

We are also counting on you for three days of 
morning prayers Monday, Tuesday and V'ednesday. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerel 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, Wast 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 



October 20, 91'7 

Deu Willard L. Sperry, 
The ■eaorial 0hurc1, 
Hal'Yard t7n1 Yerai ty, 
Ca■brid1e, aa. 

117 de"r Dr. 8perr,1 

Let ae \ban 7ou tor ., our d letter 
ot October 18. I hope t,o arriTe 111 Caabrid1• 
OD Sawrday 1n U..e tor the toot.ball-• It 
1.ou can 1•t • ticket, I abould appreciate it 
Yer,aaoh. 

I note that you are ooun 1 OD .. tor 
three dq1 ot IIOJ'DUII pr 7en. I afraid th t, 
it rill not be poaa1bl tor• to 1ta7 ner be70Dd 
llond&J. I aa aoh ~ to addre11 the rloaa 
Onit rian A•aociation in httalo on Tue day eTeninl• 

11th all good n■hea d look1 
with pl• IUN to ·••inl 1•, I readn 

orward 

Y ry cordiall.7 OUl"S, 

ABSaBI 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BOARD OF PREACHERS 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSETTS 

October 22,1937 

Here is the ticket for the game on 

Saturday afternoon. I do hope you can use it. 

I am sorry to say that I cannot be with you and 

shall have to trust you to make your way just 

across the river to the Harvard stadium. The 

golden rule is ''follow the crowd". 

I will try to look in on you or give 

you a ring sometime during the evening Saturday to 

see that • 11 is well. 

I am sorry you cannot stay for 

prayers Tuesday and Wednesday, but quite understand. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Lowell House 

Sincerely yours, 

k./V~ 



OPPICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAAD OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

cto r 2, 1 37 

ear r . ilve: 

y u for 

pleasant to 

11th you . 

ay I take a o nt or tvo of your t· e tot an 

11th us at tea lat _o a at on . t was 

av t e o portu.it or I .e el .. t a minutes 

Since your vi it wit u, veral stu e1ts have 

eque te that I xten thei t a s e.n oo vines . 

Thooe at t e t a reatly ap i·ecic,te y r ~1111 ne a 

fran n s i an verin t eir ue tio s . t e , ole , 

those atte 11 ~or in raJers co o e a rat . r ale1·t roup , 

an t 

clarif 

li{e not i. bett rt a1 to ave t e cna ce to 

e of -r, questions \l ic are alto t to va ue 

i n their min sat t e present ti .e . 

er it me to join the tu e.ts i e te Ji t· eir 

tha a • 

slstant at t1 e orial C ur c 
ab i bba i ll 1 ilv 

... he mple 
at 105t St . n n 1 .. oa 

Cl eve l a 
' 

hio 



OPPICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PREACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

r o ember 8,1937 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your book on ~essianic Speculation 
in Israel. It is good of you to let me have it, and I doubly 
appreciate it because it is an "author's copy'', and ec&use of 
the hours v-ve have had together here in the Church and by the 
fireside. It is of the greatest interest to me to have the 
story which you are telling in preciselr this form. If one 
is rought up a Christian one is so apt to conclude that with 
the coming of Christ the essianic hope ·as fulfilled, but 
you know as well as I do that among New Testament scholars in 
our camp there is the greatest uncertainty as to the nature of 
Jesus' self-consciousness, and indeed a ood de&l of doubt as 
to whether he ever actually formally identified himself with 
the Messiahship. It may be possibl that he thought he was 
the "future Messiah", who ~ould in fullness of time be vindicated 
by God. 

Mean~hile, I am glad to have the continuing consecutive 
record as you tell it, and I shall read the hook with the greatest 
interest. 

What about a Sunday next year? You will come back to us 
won't you? I am abo t ready to propose a date,and will suggest 
tVi·o or three if you will encourage me to do so. V!ha t season of 
the year would be best for you? 

I hope very much you got no ill-effects from your bath inthe 
Harvard stadium. I should be sorry to think ve 1 id you open to 
a bad cold at the beginning of a heavy year's ~. ork 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, East 105th Street 
Cleveland , Ohio 



love~ber 18, 9S? 

Den • •• Sperry, 
The eaorial t'hurch, 
HAn~rd Uni• reity, 
Cambridge, aes. 

Ky dear Dean Sperrya 

Pera1 t me to th8.nk ,lOU r or ~ our 
lcind letter of November 8. I h d such a 
pertect1~ delighttul time t Harv rd last 
month and enJo ed the opportunity or being 
1th >·ou so greatll that I ehnll be Y ey 

happ7 to return to you gain next season. 
Would n Sun ~Y in January or nry fit 
in w1 th your schedule? I could t aside 
•ny Sunday in thoee two monthe. 

AHSaBl 

11th all good rlahee, I remain 

Very cordially trr., 



OPPICE OP THE CHAIRMAN OP THE 
BOAllD OF PllEACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSFITS 

ovember· ~,... , 193~ 

I am ver grateful for our kind note 

sa in that 1 ou ·ill come to us for a Sund'y dur ng 

the next ~cLdemic er. 

I hon 

I am , therefor , , sug est ng 

lis · s a ossible date for you 

and will hold it until I hear from you . 

It ould , of course, ever nice if 

ou could erha s stcy over night and t' J.(e 

mornin pr' ers on ~ndr ~nd uesd·!. That 

iould 6 ve ou ~ chanc to Jine at Hi•h T' le -t 

Lowell House on the Aond·y night ~nd see a little 

some th n of a fe·· o our f· cult . 

' th ver hest ish · 

nc er 

a i 1 Hillel Silver 
The Te'Il le 
'~st 105th ~tree t 't nsel o·d 

t",level·nd, Ohio 



loveaber 29, 19!7 

Dean lilliu L. Sperry, 
Harvard Uni crsit7, 
Cambridge, fa•• 

lly de r D n Spercy1 

Let•• thank you for our letter 
or Nov ber 2~. I have eet nsi e in ~ che'1ule 
unc ), Febru ry 12, 1 f for •orial Chu ch. 

I ·111 tr to ~iii over for an addition&l d&l 
or to. 

1th U good i , I r ia 

Ver., oordiall) " ur , 

AHSaBIC 



OPPICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PREACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETIS 

December 2,1937 

Dear Rabbi Silver 

In accordance with your request 

I am sending you telephone toll charge on 

your call to Cleveland. Check for this may 

be mailed to ~r.w.c.saeger, the Bursar of 

Harvard College. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

_y ,/_ ~ v-. ;; r~ d.. a.LA. 

Secretary 



OPFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAllD OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

December 2,1937 

Thank you very much for your welcome 

note of November 29. I am accordingly enter~ng 

you for Sunday, February 12,1939, and for a day 

or two of morning prayers thereafter. You are 

good to do this for us. 

With many thanks and all best ~ishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

?v.<f.Vi~ 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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Jun• 6, 1938 

r. Willi• lled1n Woodward 
f50 Reid Annue 
on Aahing\on 

Lon 191. d, •• York 

Pe lt to thank you ~or~ kind letter and 
your 1nT1 t tlon to speak be tore the • ilq J'ounda-
tion on the oecae1on of v1e1t to Hanard. ned 
aea110n. It woul haTe aft<"trded ~&\ plealQN 
to aftil y .. lt of ~ 1n•1 tlnn. but I haft 

re d aooepted. one to add the Uni tart.an 
Church f H. nrhill on Sund nlng, Jlebnaz7' 12th. 

P rha: t eom• fliture ti I of .. moe to 
you. 1th all «ood wt ehea, I 1n 

t4o t cordially, 

AHSall 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PllEACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSE'ITS 

December 8 , 138 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You are oin to preacn for us on .ti·ebr ary lG , 
and t1ere is ;ending between us the matter of 
morning pr yers thereafter . You mentioned a 
possibilitr of one or to ays of prayers after 

the Sunday . I do hope you can give us tnis 
additional service , and that perhaps just at 
that time of year you ¥ ill enjoJr the relative 
uiet of tne Preo.cher 1 s ftoom an t , e chance for 

s01ne rnelita.tive hours . I fina. t.1 at no an J then 
a m~n is glad to have· decent excuse to 0 et 
away for a fevw de1ys from his parish cnores , and 
we are always more than reh y to offer that . 

In short , v-ill you drop me a line letting ine 
know~ at da s ou hope to be able to give us 
after lt'ebruary 12 for the mo ing service wi th 
vhich you are f amili ar . 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Te i:>le 
ast 105th treet at nsel i o ~d 

Cleveland , Ohio 



December 20, 19~8 

D·an . L. Sperry 
The emori 1 C,'hurch 
Harvard Univareity 
C mhr_dge., ass. 

;· dear Dean perryt 

am looking to rd to my 
pr aohin in the emori 1 Church on Pebru ey 12. 
I shall be v r: happy to ~hare in t . e pr • rs on 
onday morning, P'ebrua~ lf. I to addresr- he 

Congre utional ini ters of Boston ~t 1 ven o'clock 
th~t morning. In th afternoon l v for ~prin 1field, 
Kasa. where I am chaduled to dre~ the CitJ Club. 
Otberwiaa I should have been t d to. a over 
anoth r rl.y or two. 

I $hall b most hap l to e e you 
again. 

ost cord! 11) your, 

AHSaBlt 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAllD OF PllEACHEllS CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

ece. 1ber ' ~ , 1 3 

e·r • b' i u i 

T • n1
- f'o •• our ote . ·e • re • l . • rs i:d 

for • n r ti1 .. ' O c· n ·ive u folloi. in o r 

uun a~ . s .1.' 11 look .forv-· r tJ. ere or--- to ·o r 

t· kin J; rel e ·::s on ton c...., o ri~ebr ary lS , · s 

ell ac- t e S naa:,· service :r·e1 ~ ry l' . 

It be· ~lea~ure t s_ • g· in . I a.m 

on tne l~th e 

of Febru·r . I u re sin · a Con oc~t on &t 

tle Univ it- of oc ester t 1· t • f terno n. 

Yu ·r f· ili r no, ~1th t d • r serv ce 1ere 

11ich roes f :)r ;· r lli t'.:) Si'.11 J. . r ou ( ., OU be 

\.ill in
0 t co d .... t t e 

OU r· t,. er I .a; rov · ae 

p·r: f • t? 1. • Vi e sh ld 

li.t{e t· . in • t 1e 1ole 0 

be more t ·n • C 

Yours 

H· bb· H. Silv r 
T e e le , , t 1 5t 1 
Clevel • n , 0 1io 

entire ervi p - , ::, , oul • 

0 eone to t· e b. t e· t 

b ver !:" l' c.:, if OU felt 

t is I mow 

OU' on ... eg· tion . 

,~ 
citreet 

V 



Janw.tr) 5, 1959 

D r . L. Sperry 
eaori l Church 

H rv~rd Univ rsity 
Ca br dge, •a s. 

• d r D n Sp rr i 

... hall b 
the hole ervice 

ed to tn<e 
• I th !n ts uch ns 

th tis • ur ret r nee. 

I am sorry th t ~·o l] not be in 
Camhr:ldge on ht a as I ill tl 1 ai 
tne opport i. of ending a littl time with 
you. 

i tb all good ish , I rellf!in 

Yost cordiall· J ur, 

aHSallK 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OPFICB OP THB CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BOAllD OF PllEACHEllS 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETIS 

ebruary 6,1939 

Dear abbi Silver: 

I am sorry not to be on hand next Sunday to see 
you once more, and to have tne cnance of a visit 
with you. I have to go out to hochester for one 
of their occasional Sunda.y Convocations at the 
University. However, you know your w&.y around 
here, and I will t ~ust you, when you arrive, to make 
your way to Lowell House ~here the Preacner 1 s Room 
will be ~aiting for you. 

I am enclosing the Order of bervice and gladly 
commend the entire service to you. It is simple 
enough c..nd goes forward without any dif-'-'icul ties. 

Unless you are otnerwise engaged on ~unday noon 
I think th tone or two/of our Divinity "chool students 
will be glad to lunch with you, and I will arrange 
th~t they take you to the Faculty c~ub. T~o boys 
whom I have in mind are serving as Junior assistants 
here at the Church and I covet for t1em the chance to 
visit wi ti1 you for an hour if you are grc.cious enough 
to give them that privilege. 

v:e are counting on you as well 
Monday, b~t as I shall not et 
left I shall have to ask y t 

Yours since 

rtabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

for morning prayers on 
ba before you have 
a7/ept this greeting. 



Dean • L. ~perry 
emori l Church 

Rarva Unive 1ty 
Cambrid e, a~s. 

Fe '"'rue.ry 9, 1959 

M de r D n ~perry1 

Thank "'ou so much ror .. -our kind note. 
I looking f o , ard to my v1e1 t to the Cha ?8 
of the emori l Cbutch 1th keen ple~ ure. r shall 
arrange to take ch rge of the en ir service · nd 
shllll al o attend the momin Jera on ond• . 

I am orry th t I 11 not be bl to 
have lune eon with he tu en on Sunny. I hould 
h v been aost h8p y to do it but friend had ritt n 
to a some time ago to ve lunch-on it them nd I 
accepted their tnvi tion. 

1th all good wishes, I rem in 

oet cordially your~, 

AHS1BK 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BOAB.D OF PREACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

£ebruary 14,1939 

I got in this morning from Rochester, but 
foun · , or course, that you nad left yesterda.y 
for your other appointment. Every one was 
speaking with grc:1titude of the high seriousness 
of the sermon on Sunday, 'hich for tnem 
reca~tured somet.ing of t1e mor&l integrity of 
prophecy. I hope that on your side you found 
and felt the welcome which was awaiting you. 

Personally I nave no slightest doubt about the 
end of all the tragedies of our time. The 
forces responsible for them car ry within them tne 
seeds of their o.nn destruction, and I am one of 
the people wno thinr that tis suicidal process 
may go forwara more rapidly than at tne moment we 
dare ope, but you and I will never see a settled 
wo1ld again in our life time. 

Meanwhile, many thanks for your contlnued kindness 
to us. 

-Yours sine 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tem~e 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAll.D OP PllEACHEllS 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETrS 

February 17,1939 . 
/ I I ~\'\. " '"' _,,/ 1. '-~ ,c1t 

, (.c,V / 

Dear Silver: 

Could you, and would you, pre .ch for us on Sunday April 14, 40? I/ 
This invitation carries with it the hope that you could sty for / 
two or three days thereafter. You would find a welcome waiting 
for you, of which you must have been aware a fortnight o. If 
you could give us this date I could then sup Jlement th invitation 
to you to be our preacher by a further invitation tp u to deliver 
the annual Dudleian Lecture at Harvard, which will b given on the 
afternoon of April 16 at a time when a number of the alumni come 
back to hold their annual meeting and nave a day's eunion with us. 

The history of the lectureship is this. In the micidle of t11e 
eighteenth century Judge Dudley of the Colony left a su.m of money 
to the college to found a lectureship in his name. tte prescribed 
the four subjects: 

Natural Religion 
Revealed Religion 
The Validity of Non-Episcopal Ordination 
The Errors and leresies of the Homan Church 

These lectures to be given in rotation, one each year. The tneory 
being that during his four years of college every student would have 
heard the entire cycle, and could go out armed against the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. On tae whole we had thought it prudent 
to omit the highly controversial lecture about Homan Catholocism 
and it has not been given for some years. There is no good 
stirring up feeling on that issue, at least in a State like 
Massachusetts. The other three lectures are given in rotation. 
In 1940 we come to the third of these lectures on tne ~alidity 
of Non-Episcopal Ordination. The founder of the lec~ures intended 
to satisfy hearers that Congregational and Presb)terian Ordination 
was valid. This subject was much to the front in Colonial days, am 
is it is true still one of the stumbling blocks ,to a reunion of 
Christian churches. 

In recent years, however, we have used the subject as an occasion 
to interpret and defend the general prophetic conception of the 
ministry and the democratic polity of the church. Since the 
prophetic ministry in the Christian church derives from Judaism it 
would be particularly appropriate that from time to time we h·ve 
some spokesman for Judaism as our lecturer. If you are minded 



February 17,1939 

to accept,my hope would be that you might say something ~bout 
the struggle between Prophet and Priest in Judaism, about the 
Congregational polity of the Synagogue, and about the prophetic 
ministry as you at present construe it. I tnink both you ·nd 
I believe in it, but certainly in our kino of nristiam Church 
there are a good many heart searchings about certain weaknesses of 
Congregational polity. It is felt to be too atomistic for the 
kind of world in which we live, and we are trying to make up our 
minds whether to merely perpetuate in it its traditional form,or 
to revise it at certain points with more direct reference to the 
changing manners of bmerica. I assume that you feel these things 
too on your side. 

If you can and will do this, there is a stipend of $150 for the 
lecture, and the text of the lecture is then subsequently put in 
our hands for printing in an annual bulletin which we publish. 
The aut11or is given as many off-prints as e wishes. This would 
be a happy chance to give you a look at other siae of Harvard 
life, and I nope you accept. 

Yours 

Rabbi Abba Hillel 0ilver 
The Temple 
East 105th treet 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Febru • 25, 19~~ 

Dean . L. Sperry 
The 1 ■orial Church 
H Univ r ity 
CA d a, ass. 

y de r De ~perrya 

Let thank ou for ur ind lett r. 
I feel hi hly honored that ou ish me tor turn 
to Harv rd n xt ee son. I hall be v r· ha ?Y 
to do ao nd the ate, &pril 14 ae , r us I can 
know no, is B ti factory . 

I ""hould al o 
Dudleian Leet r on April 
some l ter t e, send ou 
.fonaul t ., ed on e 
sent . 

. 1 d to deliv r the 
16, 1~40. I shall, t 
the~ rJ_c hich I 111 
orm tion hich you .indly 

It s a gre t pla 
Harv rd d to e;>e in in 
gr ce. y onl regret a th 
the ~leasure of .ein you. 

sure form to ev it 
the .ul~it h ch OU 

this ... , r r ■i sed 

1th all good iahes, r r ain 

ost cordiall ir • 



OFFICE OP THE CHAlllMAN OP THE 
BOAllD OF PllEACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi ilver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETI'S 

February 27,1939 

I am delighted tnat you will come to us 

on April 14,1940, and am &ccordingly entering 

you for the Sunday, and perhaps two or three 

days of morning prayers thereafter. 

This also carries with it your gracious 

acceptance of the Dudleian Lecture, which v~ill 

be delivered on the afternoon of April 16. 

l e can get in touch with one another a little 

later as to the precise subject. 

I need not ~ell you that our Divinity alumni 

will be glad to 

Yours si • 

Rabbi bba Hillel ,ilver 
The Temple 
~ast 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

onnection 



S ptember 21, l~ie 

111-. Juatia Radin, Pre 1 ent, 
Ra rd .lwkah Sooiet.7 
BB lpaont Road 
Br1 hton, ~ i •• 

d r • Radilla 

I greatly a preoiate 70ur kind 1nv1 tion 
to a1dn11 the rvard 49ukah i on t oo-ion 
ot Ti.sit to Bo1ton. I wiah I..... • to acoept 
1 t. Untort tel7 ay _ ~ in Bo ton 111 be a Tff'J 
brief one. I intefld to arri ft o y vening 1n ti.a 
to addr.. the oon • Uon o the Uonal Rec ation 
.l eooi \ion and I au t, 1 •• the • n1pt, o tm­
Clevland wh re I have a Yery iaportant etinl on 
the 10th. 

1th a 1ood 1hea, I remain 

Very oordiall7 you.a, 

AHS1BI 



. \ 
1 

Sept. 26, 1939 

My dear abbi Silver, 

Justin Radin, Pres., 
Harvard Chapter, 
33 Egre ant oad, 
Bri hton, Mass. 

Undoubtedly, the most important meeting for an Avuka.h--the 
Student Zionist Organization--chapter is its first, because 
it is at that time that the incoming collese men and women get 
their first glimpse of Avukah and form their opinions of the 
organization and the principles it upholds. And at at e such 
as the present, rahen the rorld su1 port of the Zionist endeavor 
becomes the oblisation of the American Jews, the Jewish student 
body must be ade aware of its posit on and must be trained 
for its role in the future. It is for this reason that t1is 
year n particu ar ve of New England Avukah stress so much our 
opening meeting. 

It has been called to my attention that you, Rabbi, wil l be 
in Boston around October 10. Woul t .oss ble for you to 
address t e New England o pters at the r lar e opening meeting 
on an eveni1 1g during your stay in Bos on, an evening to suit 
your convenience? The meetin will be eld at one of Harvard 
University's buildings. As time is so short may I expect to 
hear from you right a1ay in order that our plans may be def­
initely established? 

I am fully aware of the boldness sho,;n in as~ing you to be 
so generous to us, but I feel that this boldness is justified 
by the cause which occasions it--the cause of Zion. 

JR/ag 

Yours respectfully, 

JusL }fa_L-__ 
Justin adin, Pres., 
Harvard vukah Society. 
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£AR,NOSE ANO THROAT 

OR.MYRON MF.TZF.NAA M 

101515 CARNEOII!: AVENUE 

CLEVELAN0,0Ht0 

fU!:CONSTRUCTIV£ ANO 
PLASTIC NASAL SURG£f~Y 

October 19, 1939. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, hio. 

My deer Rabbi: 

The recognition of schola~ship by an 
old conservetive institution of greet learning 
is e rich and lasting compensation in the lite 
of a student. 

May you have many opportunities to pre­
eP.nt THE GCSPEL OF TRUTH in this world of confus­
ing id9olog1ee to the student and to the scholar. 

With best wiehP.a from Elsa and myself, 
I remain, 

yours, 

NM:CJ 



Office of the Rabbi 
270 West 89th Street 

f 
1400 Phone: SChuyler '4· 
4433 

CONGREGATION B'NAI JESHURUN 
NEW YORK CITY 

Pounded 1825' 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
!he 'l'emple 
~aat 105th St. at --•l Boad 
Ola nland, Ohio 

MT dear Dr.SilTer: 

October 20, 1939. 

Temple 
270 West 88th Street 

Let ae tbank 7ou. tor 7our courtN7 in 
••ndinc •• a cop7 ot 7our aagniticent addr••• on •!he World Oriel• and Jewieh SurTiya,l•, and at the eaae tille congratu­late 70U upon the gr6at and •ell aerited honor •hich baa bee a•arded 70u in 7our appoint■ent aa Du.dleian lecturer at B&rT&rd for the current 7ear. 

Cord1all7 7oure, 

IG:JIB 



DAVID RALPH HERTZ 
LAWYER 

1001 HIPPODROME BUILDING 

Dr. A.H. Silver, 
Ansel Road Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear :Rabbi: 

CLEVELAND 
CHERRY 442e 

October 20, 1959 

The honor which Harvard bestowed on you 

makes me very happy. We can regard ourselves as 

indeed fortunate that we have you to put our best 

foot forward for us. 

Sincerely yours, 

David Ralph Hertz. 

DRH:EC 



QLEIISLANI> 
-'I.LI .. ~• 
~ 

CANTON 
YOUNGSTOWN 
STEUHNVILLE 

SANDUSKY 
MANSl'IEW 

OOSTE,. 
WA .... EN ..., 

11\lEINBERGER DRUO STORES, INC. 

GENERAL OFFICES AND WAREHOUSE· 2400 SUPERIOR AVE. 

CLEVELAND 

Ootober 20, 
1 9 3 9 

Rabbi Abba Hillel SilTer 
o/o The Temple 
E. 105th at Ansel Road 
CleTeland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi SilTer: 

I am sure that you haTe reoeiTed the congratulations 
and best wishes of many friends and as I, too, wish to 
be nunbered among those wishing you well, I am taking 
this opportunity of extending to ou, with the greatest 
of pleasure , my heartiest oongr tulations upon your 
most worthy aohi 'Y8ment. 

Cordially yours, 

AY :TS 



DEPAHTMENT 
OF 

JNSTRUCTION 

0iF EDUCA!'.JJID~ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
2 E. 105 Street, 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

October 20, 1939 

Accept my heartiest congrat­

ulations for the new honor that has been 

conferred upon you by the flattering invita­

tion to address Harvard University as a 

Dudleian Lecturer. Your many friends rejoice 

that such an outstanding recognition of your 

merits as a spiritual leader should be added 

to many others. 

Very sincerely yours, 

, 
E. B. de Sauze 

Director of Foreign Languages 



BERNARD H . SINK& 

C LEVE LAN D , D H I D 

rtabbi bba Hil el Silver 
2 :S . 105 St . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

7 1 .~a ield .. oad 
Cleveland :eiF,hts, Ohio 
Friday, October 20, 1939 

The editorial columns of this mornin 1s Cleveland Plain Dealer 
carry ratifyinf! news to your friends and admirers of your 
appointment as Dudleian lecturer at Harvard university. 

The editorial refers fittinfly to this being a distinction for 
Cleveland as rell as for your aood self . tin rrry humble 
opinion it also , in the broadest sense, reflects credit upon 
all Jevrry and particularly upon t . at sect · on of it fortunate 
enou h to live in Cleveland. 

It is in this spirit, that I feel _rivileged to offer con~ratula­
tions and to ·Hi.sh you and yours continued health and hapniness . 

yours , 

S: 



N. R. C°ORN~ET 

October 
20th, 

1 9 3 9 

Rabbi hba Hillel Silver 
2 East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear hbi: 

e rejoice it you in the honor 
which Harvard University, has 
bestowed upon you. ish 
'Torld is roud of yo , e are 
ha J;:, to o that we e affiliated 
1th you at the Temple an ot er 

Je ish and communal activities. 

Sincerely ours , 

mc:Bz 
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SAMUe:L H.SILBERT 
THE COURT OF' COMMON PL~S JUDO~ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
2 Ea.st 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Rabbi: 

October O, 1939 

May I join the Multitudes in extending my heartiest 
cong atula ions upon your selection by Harvard as 
Lecturer oft e Harvard Chapel. I have said his 
many times and I repeat it in all sincerity: you 
are the Ambassador of Good Will for our people . You, 
by your acts of goodness and ability, show the non-
Je~ h world our etter nd our unsQlfi id. 

You may recall telling ou o i ~qo ht y 
dear old MothP.r had written a poe on oolph Hi l r . 
You unders And, of course, that ~y Mother is no loner 
a oun ster and hat to 1Tite a poem a quite an 
effort. raturally, she is rather proud of her a ieve­
ment and submitted it to me for consideration. 

To please her I 
submit the poem 

r reAt joy a 
et ~amirer. 

told her th it 's my intention to 
to you fo . your con idera ion. Thi fAVe 

s h eA.rd of you nd onP ~ your 

You will no doub recall, my dear Rabbi, thA in one of 
your unpuarded moment you promi ed e you •1ouln re':ld 

he poe. If you 1il be clous PilOU h o do so and 
drop her note llinp her that ou approve of her 
erforts sh 11 "Klayb Naches" and I will e deeply 
ra eful. 

My Mother is Mrs. Miria Silb rt, and he resides t 
1024 Bartlett Street, Los ~1 s, C 1. 

With kindest ersonal re ards, I am, 

Most cordially yours • 
SHS: D ~•a,ue,Q ~ -~ •00~ 



October 2a, 1989 

Jmge Darid lph H rts 
1001 Hip .. odroae Buildiq 
Clneland, Ohio 

d r Mends 

It indeed ve tho httul ot ·ou 
to end e • our note ot tellci t.iou on the 
oc •ion ot my appoin ent •• Dudlei n Lecturer 
\ • rv rd. I did not ct + t the a pc,in nt 

would blo up ao woh coment n the country - but 
I aa Y ry ple sed indeed. 

AHSaBl 

,:_a. • 
t on or yo 

d ain SlurJLH~ 

lovely note, I 

, 



October ~4, 19~9 

J'tri&• Saauel H. Silbert 
The Court ot COU0n Pleaa 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Lfy dear Jw1e1 
. 

Thank you so much for your telicitatione 
and partloularly tor the pleasure or letting•• read 
the poem or your mother. I really enJ oyed th• 
eentillente which she expresses gre tly. I wrote to 
her this afternoon. 

With all good wishes, I eaain 

Ve , oordi ly youre, 

AP~1Bl 



<Oqtb lthrk <tinngrtgattnn 
CORNER PARKWOOD DRIVE AND MORISON AVENUE 

TELEPHONE: GLENVILLE 1408 

MORRIS AMSEL, CANTOR 

Rabbi Aba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Oct. 25, 1939 

The Oheb Zedek Congregation wishes to 
congratulate you on the honor confered upon you by Harvard 
University in tendering to you the appointment as Dudleian 
lecturer. 

It is a signal honor and one in which the 
entire city rejoices. May you and all Jewry continue to 
receive such honors and recognitions. 

Sincerely yours, 
OHEB ZEDEK CONGfil~GATION 

l } 
Adolph Klein, president 

HINRY ZUPNICK 
SECRETARY 
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C. 

De·r Friend : 

It was indeed ver thou htful of .; ou to .. end me our 
' note of felicit ations on the occas~on of my a p ointment 

as Dudleian Lecturer t Harv· rd . I did not suspect th t 
the appointment would blm up so much comment in the 
country - but I am very pleased ·ndeed . 

{ith all good ·ishes and a ai..n a. sur ing you of my 
appreciation of ,our lovely note , I rem in 

ost cordially you:. s , 



~aMc.: 

~.10 aBJ.(.,, ~--1¥'1 

/!laJJi @Jii~ ~i1ck 
~~ !.iJLcf/1 

<!Yan {f,,_/anw, Xa6 

November 9 • 1939 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
105th at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Silver: 

I read with the greatest of pleasure 
oonoerning the signal honor aooorded to you 
by Harvard University 1n seleoting you to be 
the Dudleian leoturer for this season. Jly 
heartiest oongratulations. 

ith cordial greetings to you and your 
Wife, 

Sincerely, 



loYe■ber 16, 19S9 

Rabbi Ephr·ill Frisch 
Temple Beth El 
San Antonio, Texas 

deu.r Friend1 

It aa indeed Tery thoughttul ot you 
to eend ae our note of felici tions on the 
occasion of ay appointment as Dudlean Lecturer 
at Harvard. I did not suspect that the a oint­
ment ould blo up eo much commebt in th9 country -
but I aa very lea ed indeed. 

1th all good shee, 
you of .. a preoi tioo or o 
remain 

in a suring 
ly note, I 

lost cordially yours, 

AHS1Blt 



• HAMILTON M. GIFFORD, Minist,ronJ Dmct,, • 38 LANGDON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. • T,J,phon,, KIRKLAND SH0 • 

£pmnrt(J iltt!Jniltst £ptsrnpal C!tlµttr4 
THE CHURCH WITH THE WESLEY FOUNDATION AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Massachusetts Avenue ,pposit, Waterhouse Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Nov. 23, 1939 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am writing in my capacity as Speakers' Chairman 

of the Wesley Foundation to invite you to spend some Sunday 

evening with us during the coming year. We have one of 

the largest and most active student grou sin Cambridge, 

and we would deem it both a pleasure and an honor if you 

could find it possible to pay us a visit. Our meetings 

begin at 7:30, and we would like to have you speak for about 

half an hour on any subject you may select. 

I notice that you will be in Cambridge on April 14. 

We should feel honored indeed if you could find it possible 

to visit us at that time, or on any other Sunday evening 

you may happen to be in this neighborhood. Hoping that 

you will find it possible to be with us, I am 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple 

E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Very sincerely yours, 

~LI(~ 

Max D. Gaebler 



ov b r 4, 1959 

• x D. Gaebler 
Epworth ethodiet Epi copal Church 
Cuabridge, s. 

y dear r. C'taebl ra 

Permit me to thank you or your rd 1 tter 
ot OYember 28 and for Tour inv1t tion to addre a the 

e lay Found on. I to be 1n Caabrid on urrlay, 
ril 14, but I hn ve lr Niy accepted an 1nv1 tl tion 

trom ford Hall to a dres that organ zation on the 
even ng ot that y. I am not no plarming to be 
1n or ne r Cubrid eon any oth r S y during the 
• aon. Should nry pl a change, shall be very h . y to 
co..--ic~te th ou. 

111th all good es, and t nkin& ou 
for your court sy in inv t me, in 

Velj cordially .,-our , 



OPPJCE OF THE CHAIR.MAN OF THE 
BOARD OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSFITS 

December 13,1939 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Your friendly letter with its more than generous enclosure is 
at hand. Thank you for both. If I was of any service to your 
good cause I am happy. The full occasion was a most pleasant 
one for me, as I wrote you, and it ~~11 double my pleasure in 
seeing you back here later in the year. 

As to the Dudleian Lecture - the formal topic prescribed for 
the year is "The Validity of Non-Episcopal Ordination". The 
lectureship was founded about 1740 and was intended to buttress 
the Puritan type of non-conformist church ijS against Anglicanism, 
both back in England and here in the Colon.):es. What the topic 
intends is of course some interpretation and ~ccount of the 
prophetic conception of the ministry as against the priestly. 
This interpretation of our common task is as congenial to you as 
it is to us in the New England churches. Anything you may care 
to say about the old prophetic ideal and practice and then about 
the serviceableness of that type today would be wholly relevant. 
Professor Kirsopp Lake, who was for years on our faculty, once 
said to me that you cannot train prophets in a Divinity School. 
You can only train priests. The priest is the institutional 
man whose duties can be defined in advance and who can be 
educated for them. A prophet is an occasional man whose 
inspiration comes direct from God and not from a professor in a 
university, and who is more often than otherwise a layman. I 
must confess that the more I think about it the more puzzled I 
am to see how an authentic prophet can be a member of a 
regularized religious profession, working according to the 
calendar in an institution, yet the world cannot get along without 
its prophets. ~uery - Are they today the laymen who are doing such 
yeoman service to the cause of religion - but not necessarily 
in and through churches? 

I don't know whether all this rings any bell in your mind, but 
it was what was in the back of my mind when I proposed your name 
for the leztureship. The date, as you kn w, s Tuesday, April 16. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Yours 1nJ , 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
.SUMMER .SCHOOL of ARTS and SCIENCES and of EDUCATION 

W ADSWOR.TH HOUSE, CAMBIUDOE, MASSACHUSETTS 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

KIRTLEY P. MATHER, Director 

STANLEY SALMEN, AHl•tat Director 

:ranuary 27, 1940 

Harvard University is proposing to connect with its S'Y'llller 
School a theolo,&ical conference which is to last two weeks. 'l'lie 
~eral topi~ for discussion will be "Religious and !i~oral Principles) 
in Their Bearing on the Contemporary National and International 
Crisis." The University has asked me to be responsible for this 
conference. 

It is our intention to invite the participation of a number 
of religious groups, in particular the Roman Catholic Church, the 
J"ewish groups, the Protestant Churches as represented by the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ, and the ~uakers. The 
Protestant Churches will, of course, also be represented by some of 
the more liberal theologians. 

We have thought it worthwhile to include in our invitations 
the diplomatic representatives or some of the neutral nations, in 
particular the Ministers of the Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, and the 
Argentine Republic. The colored group will find its spolesman in 
President Mordecai J"ohnson of Howard University. 

Our intention is to divide the general subject into the 
following divisions: (1) The International Problem, particularly as 
it connects itself with the question of war; (2) The Problem of the 
Individual; (3) The Problem of Vlorld Organization; (4) The Problem of 
Racial Relations; (5) The Problem of Economics. To each of those 
subjects two general lectures will be devoted and two round-table 
discussions. In addition to this, a number of people will deliver one 
evening lecture. 

Thus far the Roman Catholic Church has agreed to send one of 
its representatives. We hope that this will be Bishop O'Hare. The 
Federal Council or the Churches of Christ will probably send President 
Buttrick or else Professor Henry Sloane Coffin. The linisters of the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, and President :rohnson have also accepted. 
Dr. Henry :r. Cadbury will speak for the Quakers. 

Harvard University would be most happy if you would represent 
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the Jewish groups and would be willing to take for your subject 
The Problem of Racial Relations. 1 e should be glad to accommodate 
ourselves to your convenience with respect to the dates, except 
that the lectures must be delivered within the period extending 
from July 8 to July 19. The University would, of course, take care 
of all your travelling expenses and would be happy to have you as 
its guest for whichever period it might please you to stay with us. 
For the lectures themselves we should pay two hundred dollars, in 
addition to expense money. 

It has been a long time since you and I served our apprentice­
ship as ministers to congregations in :lheeling, West Virginia, and if 
my memory serves me right, we have not seen each other since that time. 
I should be most happy if your coming here would afford me the 
opportunity of renewing our former acquaintance. I am 

JACFA: IB 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

-



OPPICB OP THE CHAill.MAN OP THE 

BOAJ.D OP PllEACHllllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear abbi bilver: 

CAMBRJDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

January ~9,1840 

You are always good enough to give us a 

bunday here when ~e ask for it. I am now 

writing to see wnetaer you could come nere on 

January 26,ld41? If so you would be putting us 

still further in your debt. 

I look bac with pleasure on my evening with 

you at The Temple, and more particularly on tne 

happy dinner in 

Yours 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E~st 105th Street at Ansel toad 
Cleveland, Ohio 



January 50, 1940 

Dr. J. A. c. 1agginger Auer 
HarYi rd •!Iller School 
C bridge, Ma... • 

lly dear Dr. Auera 

I• s very h ppy to receive )'our letter. It broueht bac'· m•ories to ■e or our "'heelln days and or the pl sant con ota hioh we had there. I am plea eel or the op;,ortunity to be able to renew th•• 

Your kind invitation to partiolpate in the 'l'heologic 1 Contereno• hich Harv: nl University 1 pro eing to hold this year in connection ·1th ita S"'m11 .. r. School 1• gre•.::Uy. a . raci ted. O'"M) 1y, I l ave !or Europe u~!UVI th tir t ot June but bee uae or r conditiona I rill ot course not able to llllk• the trip this ar. I ha .. l, tharetore, be t ha.,py to participate a ·our Oonterence. I ould reol te it 
it you ould put eon e t rl) n t Conrer nc period eo that I will not have to br e into DQr v c tion - hich will , rob bly be e .)ent i tbe ~ est next Ulll:Uer rl th m:, ru117. 

I understan that I aa to diaowss th subj eot1 •Th• Probl• or Raoial Rel tione•. Ia it one or two leoturea that you would wiah 11e to deli..r? And uld ou wish e also to conduct any round table difcuasion? I 111 appreciate ha rib& tJ"OII 7ou any other d tail$ 1ah I ou ht know in the preparation tor the Conterence. 

j881BK 

1th all good eh a, . nait me to Nllllin 

ont cordially our , 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL of ARTS and SCIENCES and of EDUCATION 

WADSWORTH HOUSE, CAMBRIDOE, MASSACHUSBTTS 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KIRTLEY P. MATHER, Director 

STANLEY SALMEN, AHl.taat Director 

February 2, 1940 

I was most happy to receive your letter, and 
in answer to it may I say that you will be asked to give 
two lectures and to lead two round-table discussions. 

We shall be glad to see to it that your lec­
tures will come early in the series, so that you will be 
free to leave for the West. 

I shall be sending the printed material to you 
just as soon as it appears, which will be early in March. 

My wife renembers you most pleasantly from our 
Wheeling days and particularly asks to be remembered to 
you. She, too, is looking forward to seeing you again. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Cordially yours, 

JACFA::MB 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

J. A. C. Fagginger Auer 



February 2, 1940 

Den • L. Sperry 
The Memorial Church 
Harvz.rd Oniverei~ 
Cambridge, Mapa. 

Ky dear Dean Sperry& 

It 1a alw 7e a great ?leaeure for me to 
e;,eak troa the pulpit ot the eaorial Church ot 
Harrord and! shall be wry ple eed to be •1th you 
on Jan r, 26, 19'1. 

I am looking forward th ple sure to 
seeing you next April. With all ood 1:ehee, I 
remain 

Yott cordi~ yours, 

AHSaBK 



OPPICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OP THE 
BOAJlD OP PllEACHER.S 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, M.ASS.ACHUSETI'S 

February 5,1~40 

Thank you i'or your welcome note, which has just come. 

Ve shall look forward tnen to your being witn us 

on January ~6 ,1941. 

~ean ·hile tnere is ~pril 14,140 in tne near future. 

By tne way may we count on ou for mornin6 prayers 

April 15 to 17, inclusive? I am u~suming tn&t this 

will be possible since you are deliving the D dleian 

Lecture on the Tuesday 

Your ~ 

Rabbi 1bba Hillel ciilver 
Tne ·.rem_gle, .ti.ia.St 105th t>t. at 1~nsel 1toc.d 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Pebruar, 14, 1940 . 

Dr. Ji• L. Sperry 
The t.temor1al Church 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, U&sa. 

Uy dear Dr• Sperey1 

Lat me thank you for your kind note 
or February 15. I will be ble to take the 
morning prayers on the 15th and the 18th, but 
not on the 17th. I leaYe Boeton right attar 
the Dudleian Lecture tor I have an addres1 
scheduled in New London, Conn. on Ne day 
evening. 

I am looking forward ,~th keen pleasure 
to seeing you on April 14. With all good ; she!, 
I remain 

Ko~t cordially yours, 

AHSaBK. 



Lowm.L Hoon 
HAavilD UHIVllllT1' 
50 HoLTOK& STUrr 

CAlou>oz,MAIL 

28 4arc, 1940 

Rabbi Hillel Silver 
Th Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear abbi: 

These lines bring you a 

elcome to Lowell ouse were I 

understand you ill be spending so e 

days in th, vicinity of ril four-

tenth. In p rticular, I trust tat 

ou will dine with the tutors and 

their ests at the High able on the 

vening of .ond y, pril fifteenth. 

ince rely yours, 

,~~ 
ulian L. Coolidge 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL of ARTS and SCIENCES and of EDUCATION 

WADSWORTH HOUSE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KIRTLEY P. MATHER, Dlreaor 

STANLEY SALMEN, AHlnaot Dlredor 

March 30, 1940 

Oltt plans are going forward with the best or 
success. I am enclosing for your information a tentative 
statement which, being tentative, may or course be changed. 

We are hoping that Mr. Sumner Welles may open 
our conference, At least, Secretary Cordell Hull promised 
us that he would try to prevail upon him to do so. 

Apart from this general information, my reason 
tor writing to you is twofold. First of all, would the 
dates July 12 to 15 suit you? You would speak in the morning 
and afternoon, and the Minister rrom the Netherlands, Dr. 
Loudon, would speak in the evening. Probably on one of those 
days President Mordecai Johnson ot Howard University would 
speak likewise. 

We are very keen to have as large a delegation 
ot our Jewish friends as it is at all possible to get. Harvard 
University leans heavily upon your kind help in this connection. 
First of all, where can we get a Jewish Yearbook giving the 
names ot all the Rabbis? Secondly, can you suggest some effective 
way of approaching them? Thirdly, could we send our material to 
the Jewish Denominational papers, and would you help us in writing 
a letter to them, explaining and commending our undertaking? 

These are a great many questions, but I know that 
you will be ready to answer then\~ Our convention is of a unique 
nature, and Harvard University wants it to be the greatest pos­
sible success. 

We do not wish to encroach upon your vacation plans, 
but we should be happy it your stay with us could be prolonged 
as much as possible. Rooms tor you will be found at the Harvard 
Faculty Club; indeed, they have been ordered already. You will 
meet, as our list of speakers indicatu, a number ot people who 
are nationally and internationally interesting, and it is 111' desire 
that they will meet you as one ot the outstanding figures in the 
Jewish religious lite. 
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Jly wite joins me in most cordial greetings. She, 
too, as 8ll. I, is desirous to renew our old acquaintance and 

friendship. 

I am 

Kost cordially yours, 

,,/_J,.e. 9~~ ~ . 
J. A. C-.. 1!'agg1nger Auer 

J'.ACJ.PA:JR 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Aprill, 1940 

Dr. Julian L. Coolidge 
Lowell Ili>use 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mase. 

Ky ear Dr. Coolidge, 

Thank you so :nuoh for your kind 
not ot . rch 28 and for your worda at ·elcOM 
to Lowell House. I shall have the ?leaeure ot 
spending a little mor ti • t th Uni vcrsi ty 
than 1n . revious yeara. I shall arriTe Saturday 
and rill reaa1n throU&h Tt.e da. • I a. pr elate 
greatly your' nd invi tion to ine with the 
tutors and their i\l8Bts at the Htgh Tebla on 
the evening ot pr11 15. ! shal ~ e v ry happ7 
to be with 7ou. 

o~t cordially yours, 

AHSaBlt 



HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL 
ANDOVER HALL, FRANCIS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Dean April 2, 1940 

Dear rtabbi Silver: 

Here is the program for the annual Visitation 
Day held at the Divinity School. The date is April 16. 

I have checked your name and the part in the 
program for which you are responsible, to make assur­
ance doubly sure. 

I presume that you will be in residence at 
the Preachers' Room in Lowell House. It is at your 
disposal if you find it convenient and comfortable. 

By the way, would you be willine to talk 
informally to some men in the Divinity School on the 
Monday evening at eight o'clock? You would have a 
chance to dine at High Table at Lowell House, at 6.30, 
and slip over here after that. 

It seems to me that it would be a happy th~ng 
if you were willing to talk rather frankly about some 
of the problems of contemporary Judaism. You would 
be assured of a wholly sympathetic hearing, and the 
men would be glad of some authoritative information 
about (a) the Palestine situation and (b) the ways in 
which the refugee problem has been further complicated 
in the last six months. We do not wish to overwork 
you but this would mean a purely informal hour for 
which no preparation would be neces acy,. l 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

o¥r, 



April 5, 1 0 

Denn W. L. Sperr, 
~a- 1;rd Divinity School 
Cambridge, t..!ass. 

Ky dear Dean SperrJI 

Thank you _ors nding me the pr ru for tbe 
annual Yicitntion Day oft P. alumni. Iara looking 
torwnrd t th real olo'• c; 1re to the d .y. 

I s .all be ver. .nppy to meet with the m911bera 
ot the Divin!.ty School on llond y_ e uag, following 
dinner. • ould Jou &rre.nge tc !ave omeone ui.ke H 
to the meeting place~ 

I shall be var; ha?PY to n 1 ~' elf ot the • 
bospitc.lit ot Lowell Rouse irain • 

.. 1 t.h 1:11 eood .·•.a. oe: nnd anticip ting with 
plensur• our meet·n gain, I remain 

Mo t cordially ;rours, 

Al aBI 



OPPICB OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAllD OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

mm 
m 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETI'S 

April 8,1940 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

We are looking forward wit1 eager interest to your 
two or three days with us beginning with the service 
here in the WJiversity church next Sunday. I shall 
be here and will take the bulk of the service. We 
can perhaps divide its details between us when we 
meet. iill you in addition to preacning the sermon 
offer the pastoral prayer? It might be interesting 
and pleasant if the courtesies back and forth let me 
read the 11 01d 1estament11 lesson and left a lesson from 
the New Testament to you - provided you find some passage 
which interests you and seems appropriate. Otherwise 
I will take the second lesson. 

I am still hoping to hear from you that you would be 
~ .,_~ •llling to meet some of the boys at the Divinity School 

e:::) _.....__ ~ ~the Monday night. In any case we are looking forward 
1,,.-~- ~o your lecture on Tuesday afternoon when some of our 
f,/:(-;d alumni will be coming back for their annual gathering. 

~ / I am sorry to say that our household is somewhat upset 
at the moment and I am afraid we cannot have the pleasure 
of giving you lunch on Sunday. I mention this so that you 
may be free to accept some other invitation should you have 
one. Meanwhile I shall hope to be dining Qt Lowell 
House on Monday night. Therefore we shall, be sitting 
at the same table at least once during your visit here. 

The room at Lowell House is waiting for you and you are 
familiar v.ith the ways and means of getting there and 
installing yourself. 

Yours 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The J:emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Office of the Dean 

HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL 
ANDOVER HALL, FRANCIS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

April 8, 1940 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Your welcome note of Aprll is at hand. I 

just dictated earlier in the mornine,at the 

Church, the usual note to you as our next Sunday's 

preacher. 

The room at Lowell House wlll await you, 

and I am delighted that you will speak at the 

Divinity School on Monday evening at 8 o'clock. 

Unless I have to change my plans, I will come over 

and join you at Lowell House at 6.30. You will 

remember that they wear dinner jackets. If you 

desire not to be bothered with that ritual - which, 

on the whole, is a rather pleasant one - you and I 

could dine at the Harvard Faculty Club. Under those 

circumstances I will be your guide to the place of 

our 8 o'clock meeting. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Sincerel 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL of ARTS and SCIENCES and of EDUCATION 

W AD.SWORTH HOUSE, CAMBRIDOE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KIRTLEY P. MATHER, Dlreaor 

STANLEY SALMEN, AH,.tut Director 

April 9, 1940 

Through untoreseen circumstances, we 

have tound it necessary to change the dates of your 

lectures trom July 12 and 15 to July 10 and 11. Please 

let us know it this change does not suit your conven­

ience. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Cordi ally yours, 

tz cr:~~ 

JACF.l:MB 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

J. A. c. Fagg1nger Auer 



April 24, 1940 

Dr. J.A.C. Fagginger iluer 
U.rvard Un1Y~rs1ty 

deworth Hou.e, 
Cambridge, llasa. 

Ky dear Dr • .Auera 

In reply to your kind letter of pril 9; 
~l"llit me to say th£. t th , d tea which you havo 
finally . atUad on, July 10 nnd 11, n.re agreeable 

to ... 

It waa a great plea.sur.• to aee you at 
Har~ rd last eek, and I hope that ffe shall have 
aor time in July for each other. 

1th all good ishes, I in 

oat cordially yours, 

AHStBlt 
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June S, 1940 

Dr. iltl: P. ather 
12 ,ads·ort Hou.a 
Cambrid e, as. 

dear Dr. th rs 

e:nnit me to thank you £or ~ ur letter 
ot June S and the ntati ve rogram of the 
Conference which you ent me. I note the subjects 
hich ou aAsigned to me ror t e fonmi lectures 

and roun tables on Jul 10 and ll. They re 
entirely ts ctory. I am loo~ n forw rd 
with great int rest to the se ions. 

1th all good 1 h s, I rema n 

o t cordially y urs, 

HSaBlC 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

SUMMER SCHOOL OF ARTS ANO SCIENCES 

ANO OF EDUCATION 

KIRTLEY F. MATHER, OlltlCT0II 

STANLEY SALMEN, AIIIITANT DrftlCT0lt 

WADSWORTH HOUSE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 21, 1940 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Would you be kind enough 

to let us know when you propose to 

come to Boston, in order that we may 

make the proper arran ements for 

your entertainment and l odging? 

Thanking you in advance, I 
\ . 

remain 

J. A. C. Fegginger Auer 

JACFA:mb 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
~ast 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



J ~4, 940 

Dr. J •• c. Fa inger Auer 
Su mer School of ~rte rn ~ciences and of uc tion 
H· rv~rd Uni"' ·~i ty 
adw,:orth ouoe 

Cam ri r;e , ., s. 

~ e r Dr. Auera 

I am to ? ~ c.: t .. 1~ out Church on Jul, 7. I rive in C briave on the a nine . f t y d • ,uld t f .tl. if 7 :l ,Oul . e o· h t :•ou 
., 

1ave a o for lode1ng. 

tsh111J 
to seeing 

l ood 
. o , I remain 

'or·. rd 

V,,.,. ,. C :l 11 ·-. 



June 28, 1 40 

Dr. J. A. C. Fa. t:;inger uer 
Harvard Univ.- sity 
.adeworth H use 

C bri kl-e, .:w1,S8. 

y er Dr. uera 

Let thank .,ou ror the rrange nts 
hich y u a e for me at t e HarwLrd Facult~ Club. 

I shall arrive th re Sun a venin, Jul 7, or 
ond" morning, Jul) 8. rs. ~11v r wil l not be 

• able to accompany :me. 

1th all good 
1th p a ure to seei 

iSaDK 

: she • a 
'ou, I r 

or rd 

o t cordiall , y urs, 



I 
I 
( 
' HARVARD SUMMER SCHOOL CO 

1uly 8 to 19, 1940 

Sel1g1oua Pr1nc1plea .!!!,. Contemporary National~ International Iaeuea 

Prelia1nary Announcement 

••• 

It 1• 1noreaa1nely apparent that little or no progress is being ma4• 

toward the aat1atactory solution ot the many problems which we tace today, 

both within the nation and in the area ot international relationships. At best, 

we have moved forward only a small traction ot the distance toward the goal ot 

peace and prosperity tor all. At worst, we tear the complete collapse of 

civilization. before the intelligent application or good will can save -.nlcind 

from that catastrophe. Education and persuasion are 1n danger of defeat in the 

struggle with force and coercion. 

Can the basic religious principle of kindliness and good will, of 

social consciousness and sharing, of faith in God and charity toward •n, be 
. 

ettect1vely ~lamented to bring light and lite to a day that 1a dark with 

conflict and stress? Can religion make a trul.7 practical contribution toward 

the presenation or democracy against the threat ot totalitarianism, toward 

the harmonious resolution of the inevitable antagoniama that ar1ae between the 

rights ot treedom-lovlne individuals and the needs ot organized social groupa? 

What ia the real nature of the forces ot disintegration that are at work today? 

How do they tunction? Is it possible to render them ponrlesa by opposing them 

with torcea ot integration? If so, how? 

Individuals and institution• concerned with the enriobJUIJlt ot human 

lives, and that ot couree lncludea all teachers and educatiOJlal inatitutiona aa 

ell as all religious workers and church••• cannot eao pe such queationa aa th•••• 

Th• nature ot the threatening conditions IIU8t b investigated ud the end avor 



must be made to find means b7 which they can be rendered he.rmleaa. It is not 

certain that such an endeaTor will lead to success. The problem JDa7 be so 

Yaat or so intricate that it resists our attempts to eolYe it. Thia does not 

release ua from our obligation to deal with it to the beat of our ability. 

Even if we do not reach tangible results, much ia gained if we merely diacover 

the reason why' a problem ia incapable of solution tor the time being. 

There 1a 1 however, good reason tor believing that the intelligence of 

men of good will, when properly mobilized and effectively applied, will proYe 

adequate to meet the i~~rative demands of these crucial times. otivated bJ 

that belief, the HarYard SUJ1111er School will assemble a conference to meet in 

Cambridge, 14aseaohusetts 1 for the ten days from July 8 to July 19, inclusive, 

for the consideration of Religious Principles and Contemporary National and 

International Issues. 

Such questions aa those listed above ill be 0 rouped under tive 

subdivisions. Two lectures and two round-tabl d1eoussiona will be devoted to 

each of ·these sub-topics durill8 the fore~oon and afternoon sessions of the 

conference. Evening sessions will consist of forum-lectures which uy be of 

a more general nature or may be directed apeciticallt to the areas indicated by 

the sub-topics, as the speaker chooses. Conference leaders are bei g drawn from 

the 1'1elds of religion, diplomacy, buainesa and education. y of the Aaericen 

church and religioua groups will aend their repreaentat1Yes; the highest 

diplomatic otfioera ot a number of European countries 111 speak. 

Participation in this conference is open to all. The conference tee 

will be 10.00. Keala and lodging will be provided at the Hanard Union and 

in e UniYereity dormitories tor 3.00 per day tor those ho desire that 

ad'COmmodation. All social and recreational act1Y1ties ot the SUJlmer School will 

be lable to members of the conference during the conference period. 
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HARVARD SUMMER 

SCHOOL CONFERENCE 

July 8 to 19, 1940 

Religious Principles and Contemporary National 
and International Issues 

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 

IT IS increasingly apparent that little or no progress 
is being made toward the satisfactory solution of 
the many problems which we face today, both 

within the nation and in the area of international rela­
tionships. At best, we have moved forward only a 
small fraction of the distance toward the goal of peace 
and prosperity for all. At worst, we fear the complete 
collapse of civilization before the intelligent applica­
tion of good will can save mankind from that catas­
trophe. Education and persuasion are in danger of 
defeat in the struggle with force and coercion. 

Can the basic religious principles of kindliness and 
good will, of social consciousness and sharing, of faith 
in God and charity toward men, be effectively imple­
mented to bring light and life to a day that is dark 
with conflict and stress? Can religion make a truly 
practical contribution toward the preservation of de­
mocracy against the threat of totalitarianism, toward 
the harmonious resolution of the inevitable antago­
nisms that arise between the rights of freedom-loving 
individuals and the needs of organized social groups? 
What is the real nature of the forces of disintegration 
that arc at work today? How do they function? Is it 
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possible to render them powerless by opposing them 
with forces of integration? If so, how? 

Individuals and institutions concerned with the en­
richment of human lives, and that, of course, includes 
all teachers and educational institutions as well as all 
religious workers and churches, cannot escape such 
questions as these. The nature of the threatening con­
ditions must be investigated and the endeavor must 
be made to find means by which they can be rendered 
harmless. It is not certain that such an endeavor will 
lead to success. The problem may be so vast or so 
intricate that it resists our attempts to solve it. This 
does not release us from our obligation to deal with it 
to the best of our ability. Even if we do not reach 
tangible results, much is gained if we merely discover 
the reason why a problem is incapable of solution for 
the time being. 

There is, however, good reason for believing that the 
intelligence of men of good will, when properly mobi­
lized and effectively applied, will prove adequate to 
meet the imperative demands of these crucial times. 
Motivated by that belief, the Harvard Summer School 
will assemble a conference to meet in Cambridge, Mas­
sachusetts, for the twelve days from July 8 to July 19, 
inclusive, for the consideration of Religious Principles 
and Contemporary National and International Issues. 

Such questions as those listed above will be grouped 
under five subdivisions. Two lectures and two round­
table discussions will be devoted to each of these sub­
topics during the forenoon and afternoon sessions of 
the conference. Evening sessions will consist of forum­
lectures which may be of a more general nature or may 
be directed specifically to the areas indicated by the 
sub-topics, as the speaker chooses. Conference leaders 
are being drawn from the fields of religion, diplomacy, 
business and education. Many American church and 
religious groups will send their representatives; the 
highest diplomatic officers of a number of European 
countries will speak. 

Living Arrangements 

Participation in this conference will be open to all. 
The conference fee will be $10.00. Meals and lodging 
will be provided at the Harvard Union and in the 
University dormitories for $3.00 per day for those who 
desire that accommodation. All social and recreational 
activities of the Summer School will be available to 
members of the conference during the conference 
period. 
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Information 

The organization and management of the confer­
ence are under the direction of Dr. J. A. C. Fagginger 
Auer, Professor of Church History, Harvard Univer­
sity. Registration cards, reservations for room and 
board and additional information may be secured by 
applying to the Summer School Office, Wadsworth 
House, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachu­
setts. 

Sub-topics and the Leaders Assigned to Them 

THE Pr.oBLEM OF THE I DIVIDUAL: 

Dr. GERALD B. PHELAN, 
President of t!1e Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Toronto, 

Canada. 

THE PROBLEM OF RACIAL RELATIONS: 

Dr. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER, 
Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio. 

THE PROBLEM OF Eco owes: 
Dr. NORMAN THOMAS, 
Author and lecturer, candidate of the Socialirt Party for 
President. 

THE PROBLEM OF WAR: 
Dr. HENRY J. CADBURY, 

Hollis Professor of Divinity, Harvard University. 

THE PROBLEM OF WoRLD ORGANIZATION: 

Bishop IV AN LEE HOLT, 
Chairman, Commission for the Study of Christian Unity, 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 

Evening Lecturers (List incomplete) 

MR. CHARLES BRUGGMANN, 

Minister of Switzerland. 

DR. JoH HAYNES HoLMES, 
Pastor of the Community Church of New Yori(. 

DR. MoRDECAI JoH so , 

President of Howard University, Washington, D. C. 
DR. w. APPLETON LAWRENCE, 

Bisliop of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachu­
setts. 

DR. ALEXANDER Louoo , 
Minister of tlie Netherlands. 

DR. w ALTER A. MAIER, 

Concordia Semina1·y, St. Loi.is, Missouri (Bringing 
Christ to the Nation, the Coast-to-Coast Lutheran 
Hour). 

DR. HJALMAR J. PROCOPE, 
Minister of Finland. 

MR. HARPER SIBLEY, 

Director, the Security Trust Company, Rochester, New 
York; former President of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States. 

Miss SARAH w AMBAUGH, 

Expert Adviser to Peruvian Government for Tacna­
A.rica Plebiscite; member of Saar Plebiscite Commis­
sion of the League of Nations. 
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fereuce 011 Religious Principles: 
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Street ....................................................................... . 
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• HAMILTON M. GIFFORD, Mi•i1t,r11,.JDir1&t,, • 38 LANGDON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS.· T,J,phu,. KIRKLAND HS0 • 

THE CHURCH WITH THE WESLEY FOUNDATION AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Massachusetts Avenue opposit, Waterhouse Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

~st 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sirs 

39 Hammond st. 
Cambridge, ~ass. 

July 20, 1940 

Knowing tnat you have planned to give the sermon at the 
Harvard Memorial Church on January 26, 19•1, the ~esley Foundation would very 
much like once more to invite you to address them on that same evening of the 
26th. 

As you may know fron· former con:munications, the Wesley Foundation is a 
group of fifty to ~ixty students from the local colleges, together with a 
considerable number of young people of post college age who are looated 
permanently in Cambridge. The group meets every ~unday evening for a short 
devotional service, follo~ed by a speaker and discussion and a later fellow­
ship period. You are undoubtedly familiar with this type of college voung 
people's group. 

As a good many members of this group have heard you speak and as I, too, 
know from personal experience the wonderful force ot your messages, we of the 
Foundation would count it one ot the highlights of our year's program to have 
you with us on this evening. Your straight thinking and tolerance are a very 
nece~sary antidote for much of the careless talk we are all forced to hear 
today, and college students oan profit greatly from cool, calm thought uch 
as yours. I very sincerely hope that you will not already have m~de plans 
for this evening although I know how numerous invitations for you to speak 
must be. 

If it is possible for you to accept our invitation for January 26, I shall 
write you later in the fall to make final arrangements about date, time, and 
~ubjeot, unless you have ome change of plans in the meantiJne. If your program 
is already filled I hope that we may hear you at some later date. 

Thank you very much for your kindness. 

Yours incerely, 

wgene c. orman, Jr. 



HAR.YARD UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL of ARTS and SCIENCES and of EDUCATION 

WADSWORTH HOUSE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KIRTLEY F. MATHER, Director 

STANLEY SALMEN, A .. 1.i.,,t Dlnctor 

July 26,1940 

~e shall make arraneements for your lodging 

at the Harvard Faculty Club, 20 Quincy S:breet, 

Cambridge, if you should happen to come alone. If 

Mrs. Silver should come with you, which we very 'much 

hope she will, we shall be able to take care of your 

lodging in one of the dormitories. Please advise 

us whether your wife will be with you. 

With all good wishes, and looking forward 

towards seeing you, I remain 

Very 

J. A. c. Fagginger ~er 

JACFA:mb 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



HARVARD UNIVERS ITY 

SUMMER SCHOOL OF ARTS ANO SCIENCES 

AND OF EDUCATION 

KIRTLEY F. MATHER, OIRECTOII 

STANLEY SALMEN, AHIITAMT OIRlCTOII 

e r abb i i lv 

WADSWORTH HOUSE 
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 

u st 19 , 1940 
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i thin a 

e re t r. t o D • ~at r 

abb i b a 1-1 1 i lver 
Th Templ e 
Ea st 105th t r eet a t Ansel oa 
Cleveland , hio 
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DAY LETTER 

NIGHT 
MESSAGE 

DEFERRED 

NIGHT 
LETTER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LmER RADIOGRAM 

Patnln911hoaldcheelfc!Ma'1feenice 
dafNd; otbarwise -ee will be 

trammjtted as a f'all-rate 
eommnmeatfon. 

I. F. Kidder 
Cambridge, Mass. 

R . a. WHIT& 
..llt&BIDltNT 

TERN 
UNION 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAll'IMAN OP TH& 90ARD 

J.C. WILLSYtR 
f'llt•T YIC&•Pltlt.lD&NT 

September 1~, 19«) 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

SORRY TO HEAR OF DEAN SPERRYS ILLNES • OULD GLADLY HAVE C0r1E ON SEPT " BER 
29 BUT I HAVE TWO EDDINGS SGHEDULEE FOR THAT DAY. ~y BEST I 'ISHES TO 

DEAN SPERRY. 

AH SILVER 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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dkaced by • adrable NLT•Cule Nlllat 1-r 
symbol above or pre,, 

"Clllld1nc the addn& R. ■. WHITE NEWCOM9 CARL TON .J. C. WILLEVl!:R 
"\ Sblpll.adloaraa 

-·••D-NT CHAI .. MAN OP' THS ■OA"0 P,l .. ■T VICIE•PRE■IDllNT 

TIie GJi11a dme abownlD tbe date 1iM OD ce1ecruu and day W.. ii STANDARD TIME at point of orisin- Time of rec:eapt ii sflilJ~@at PJfN olfltma"9 

H ·14 5 4 3 4 E X T RA DL D U L f CAT OF TELE P O ·J E TC' L E G n 11 ~-a.. ,,;; .,-

I U X CA·.: B I GE L ASS 1 2 8 4 6 A 

RAB I A BAH SILVER= 

THE TE ,,PLE EAST 105 ST AT A~SEL = 

DEA1 SPcR Y QUITE ILL COULD YU T K .... S~RVICE HARVARD 

i:1Ei110R I AL C URC I SEPTE JBER 29 STOP T llS IS O c OF T 

I r: PORT A J T SU DAYS OF T E YE A Ai D I S SP R RY SUGGEST D 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OPPICB OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
80.UD OP PllEACHEJ.S 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETI'S 

e&r 1bJ i ilver : 

T ank 1 ou i or , ·i in u,:;; i,>1·0Ii ... t.1 • t11c1 t Tou , ·oul 

not be c:.ble to take tne ...,un c., uorninc rvice 

e '• i 0. sor:r .. OU ~OU 

our , inD nab.1 . to o so . 

I 

11ove ta~ n your t. ... l.c::. t c... te . 

o ld e1:r.•c11 00 e • J • Vc1ilL.b e time 101· you to 

co e ae1· ? lh t i~ t.1.1e 

b t e 11a.ve • ve T ood esicie11 t conbr Le. tiuD • t 

t11L. t ti e • nd v~ ou.ld he g hu if ou ou lu l,; o t1e t; 1en . 

You '..> sine .rel·· , 

abbi bb& rlillel ilver 
'rne Tem le 
ust 10 tn otre tat nsel ... o~ 

Cleve o.nu , Onio 



eptember 1,, 1940 

iri Bill uer 
t t Dr. at r 

H r rd Unive ity 
C brid , a"' e. 

y i Billauerr 

r ~turn.in h re • th th ~ n er pta 
o th ddre lch Id 11 on July 10 nd 11. I 
correct and r liainL t t hioh 
- t·. u~ht co , 1th did not 
1 y ~e 

t to .. end 
o r 

On ge on 
1 ctur on Jull 10, 

hich I ell v red. 
anusc ipt . • 

0 

·o 
I 

There o 
to be made t I thou t 
of it. I both th 
hich - ou s nt a, d ,e new oopie . 

1th 11 good , e,Ir in 

V • cordiall .. ou .. , 

AHSaBK 

co _ectio 
cl copy 
n cripte 

1 



pt ~r 18, 

i .. I.abell • 1 der, 
~ecr t ton~ n • L. p rry 
emori 1 Church 
an rd Univ rsity 

C br·d , as. 

y de i era 

0 

Lat :n t an 1ou o ~ r • 1 .d note 
t I hould li c to 
o r al Cburc 50, ut 

nlr eduled to Univ ~1 ty 
on ~rch ot b on 
pulpit t· ,o a ·s in o .e on free any 
('.! in J~ ... ..-..ry { otJ~ • n , or 

,/ ( O • UlZl b • 9) O (Other 
t ril 1 .. ). 

ith 11 &ood 0 uh , Ir n 

V r· cordially ur, 

AH aBK 



OPPICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOAI.D OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear abbi bilver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

ueptember '7,1J40 

our letter saying arc 30 oul not be 

an available ate for you n s been received 

at tni office. 

I now 1 inct tn& t Dean uperry cannot taKe i1is 

November 3 aate nere at £he memorial C).urcn 

~oul it be po ~sible ror you to conuuct the 

service nere on tnat aatu? 

~ean Sperry is getting ~lon very well ana 

is expected to be up an around in a short 

time no, but probably ill not be able to 

preach until 1 te in uecember. 

If tnis d~te is not po~sible ·or ou I wi l 

su06est anotner &t some time later in the e~r. 

Yours sincerely, 

• _I)~ ~ ~- ?r<_ d ~ 
uecret&r to Dean ciperry 

nab ' i bba Hillel ~ilver 
Tne J.em_ple 
Clevelan, Ohio 



S pt ber SO, 1940 

iss I< bell r. 1 der 
Seer tary to ean • L. perry 
The emorial Church 
Harv rd University 
C bridge, AS. 

y er i· Ki dera 

I am v ry ha py to le rn ht D Sperry 
1 etting lon v ry ell. I wish I could occupy 
hi pulpit on ovember !. Untortun tely t.ls le 
th f r t Sun ay momi hen I --ill occupy my own 
ulpit h re t The Temple. ur SunAay . omi~_ 

Season begins th first uun y orni n Novem ~r. 

la e conve my st reeti s to 
D n Sperr;, and t ishes £or complete nd 

peedy reoov ry. 

, 1th 11 1ood "' hes, I reJDAin 

Very c rd ally ours, 



October 14, 1940 

1 s riam Bill uer 
ecre iry to Dr. ther 
ad orth House 

Cnmbridge, ... e. 

Ky dear i r Bil u.era 

If you ve coap ete cop)' of t .1e irst 
addres w ich • ellvered t tle Ul&llller ~chool 
Conference on •Religious Princip sand Contamporal"7 
• tional and Int tion J. I 5ues", I would a preci te 

your send it to me. You will recall t t I left the 
major part o the first lecture th ou in anuscript, 
and the t e transcript hich 'OU , ent contained onl7 
a ref rence to th t uscript, b t not the WG.41..U.Pcript 
it elt. 

1th all good Phes, I reJ!l8in 

Very sincerely y ure, 

AHSaBK 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL of ARTS and SCIENCES and of EDUCATION 

WADSWORTH HOUSE, CAMBRIDOE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

KIRTLEY F. MATHER, Director 
STANLEY SALMEN, A .. l•tut Director 

October 21, 1940 

Please forgive my delay in sending you a copy 
of your first address at our Summer School Conference 
on "Religious Principles Jmd Contemporary National 
and International Issues," in toto. 

I think you will find that the enclosed 
manuscript is a complete record of the proceedings of 
your first morning session--the stenotypist's copy, which 
you were good enough to correct and have re-typed, plus 
your written address, which starts on the first page and 
ends on page eighteen. I am keeping a carbon copy of the 
enclosed manuscript in this office and am sending to you 
under separate cover the original copy of your written 
address, which is embodied in the manuscript. 

Will you kindly notify us of any changes you may 
wish to make in this material? Thank you for your 
patience and for all your help. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Secretary to Dr. Mather 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



OPPICE OF THE OIAlllMAN OP THE 
BOAB.D OP PllEACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSE'ITS 

December lo,1~40 

Dear habbi Jilver: 

You may or may not ho.Ve learned from tnis office 
tnat I nave been out of commission for 0-bout 
five months. I am only no~ getting back to 
work again. 

I find in tne accumulated correspondence your letters 
of 8eptember 9 and 18 about your uate uere at 
tlarvard on one of the Sundays of tnis academic year. 
I can quite understand tnat it is o t of tne question 
for you to come on tne date original y orr~nged -
January 26. Un1ortunately the scaedule for tne entire 
year, witn the exception of · arch30, \\as maae up lust 
June, and there were no vacant i::>undays wnicn I could 
offer you. ·rnat situation still obtains, but if a 
SWlday should come vacant with decent ~drning in 
advui,ce I am going to feel free to write you in the 
.hopt that you c~n take it for us. 

V,'e shall miss not ~1aving you uere on tae date 
originally proposed, but omce tne schedule is made up 
I feel I ougnt to let it stand for tne suKe of the 
convenience of all concerned. 

I nope all goes ~ell witn 

Yours 

Habbi Abba Hillel uilver 
The temple 
East 105tn bt. at Ansel noad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

• 



Dean W. L. Sper17 
The 8110r1al Church 
Harvard Univeraity 
Caabridge, aaa. 

Ky dear Dean Sperry, 

Decem er 16,140 

I had heard earlier in the secson that you were 
not well, but I didn't realize that you had been 111 ao 
long. I tru t that you re tully recovered and teelin, 
•• u. 

Aa far a1 being w1 th you some Sund y t 1 s year -
you know, ot course, thlt I am al a7a moet happy to caae. 
I realize t tit la illpoeaible tor ;you to re-arrange a 
chedule which haa been fixed without u;:,settin& th plane of 

other peo?le. Please feel tr e to call upon m at ny tiae, 
and it I Ul tree to c011e, it "111 be a great eli ht. 

Ple· se at y well and trona. You are greatl7 
needed. 

Kost cordiall7 yours, 

AHSaBK 



' • 

' 

OPPJCE OF THE OfAJR.MAN OF THE 

BOAllD OF PR.EAOfEllS 

. HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Habbi Bilver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSETTS 

February 3,1941 

I sent you a line tv~o or tnree weeks ago saying 
there seemed little cnance of a clunday coming 
vacant during tne rest of this academic yeQr, but 
hoping you might save us a 0und~y for ld4l-4~. 

I ventured to suggest Maren 8, ld4~. Is tnis 
going to be possible for you? I huve been nold.ing 
it in your name until I hea from you. 

Hab i rtbba Hillel 
Tne ·.remple 
East 105th ~treet 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Pebruney a, 1941 

Den • L. Sperry 
amorial Church 

Harvard UniversitJ 
Cambridge, aa1 • . 

ly de r e m perrya 

I shall be very bapP7 to be 1th you 
on rch 8, 1942 and I trust t t nothing will 
interfere w th ay c aing to !eaorial Church aext 

ear. 

I 111.eaed seeing you tb1.a 
I tru t that you re entir 17 11. 
I remain 

r, gre tl7. 
1th all good wi bee, 

llo t cordially your, 

AHS1BK 



OPPJCE OP THE CHAIRMAN OP THE 
BOAJl.D OP PllEACHEllS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi bilver: 

Thank you for your 1ote of February b. 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSETTS 

February l~,19 1 

I am accoraingly entering you for uunday, 

~arcn d, 1~4~, at Tne emorial Cnurch 1ere 

at .tlarvard,anei wit 1 you trust t at not11ing 

may interfere ~itn our meeting nen . 

. t<i,bbi 1,bba Hillel uilver ½ 
Tne feill,:>le Z, 
Last 105tn ~treet 
~leveland, Onio 



• HAMI,TO~ M. GIFFORD, Minist1r1111J Dirtctu • 38 LANGDON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. • Td,phon, KIRKLAND 5350 • 

• \ £pwnrt4 
THE CHURCH WITH THE AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Massachusetts Avenue oppOJite Waterhouse Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

June 15 , 194 1 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

We of the Wesley Foundation are hoping that this year you 
will be able to speak to us on the evening of your address in 
Cambridge--March a, 1942. We were very disappointed that you 
were unable to be with us last year. 

As you no doubt recall, the Wesley Foundation is composed 
of some fifty or sixty students from the various colleges in 
and around Cambridge , together with a fair number of local 
yotmg people of post college age. The group meets every Sun­
day evening for a short devotional service, followed by a 
speaker and discussion of his talk. Later in the evening 
there is a fellowship period of more infonnal nature. 

I am enclosing a blotter listing some of the speakers we 
have had the pleasure of hec.ring this past year. We of the 
Foundation should count it one of the highlights of our year's 
urogram to have you speak to us, for we feel you can bring to 
us as students and young people a message of faith and inspira­
tion to help us in these challenging times. 

If it is possible for you to accept our invitation for 
March a, I shall write to you later on to make final arrange­
ments about time and place, unless you have some change of 
plans in the meantime. The subject of your talk may be any­
thing you thinl: fittinF- for the occasion. If your program is 
already filled, I hope that it may be possible for us to hear 
you at s 01:ie other time. 

Thank you for your cons ideration of this request. 

Sincerely yours, 

:;/Mn/~ 
(Miss) Helen Smal l 
286 Woburn Street 
Lexington , Mass. 



THE WESLEY FOUNDATION 
at HARVARD UN IVERS I TY 

tfptuottb .flletf,obijt <butcb 
At first traffic light aorth of Har11ard SqMOre 

on Massachu,etu Awnue, Cambridge 

SPRING SCHEDULE, 1941 
SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 7:30 

Feb. 16. Leverett Salstonstall, Governor of the Com• 
monwealthof Massachusetts. Union mcct-­

ing at Congregational Church. 

Feb. 23. W. H. Timbie, Professor of Electrical Eng;,.. 
nee ring at M. l. T. "Science and Religion." 

Mu. 2. Arthur Merritt, Department of Mu1ic, Har• 
vard University. 

Mar. 9. James M. Landis, Dean of Harvard law 
School. 

Mar. 16. Rollo W. Brown, Lecturer and Author. 

Mar. 23. New England Methodist Student Conference 
at Epworth Church. 

Mar. 30. Dr. Mc Gillicuddy, Massachusetts Society for 
Social Hygiene. " Love and Marriage." 

Ezcellent addresses-Social Hour-Refreshments 

-+ Sunday evening suppers at 6:30 +-



' 

I .,, 

Mt • Belea ._ 1 
28' Wehftl Stnet 
teztnctoa. Ma••• 

IIT de r Ml • lullt 

I ba•• Ju , N'1:ana4 ,.. •7 ftoall• 
aa4 I • ple .. a lo npJr ,o roar ldad leller 
of .,.._. lllh u4 70Qr lid la,t M a 4Nta 1be 
eela7 1ou<!alt• oa Imada., e.eal .. , llaroh 1, 19-62. 

I ehall 1- ftl'J' UPJF lo M •1th F• aa4 I \na, ,u, aolblae Id. 11 latert•n •1 w ooal ... 

•sa all ION dehee, I naata 

Ye17 oordla~ 7oare, 



HAMI\. TON M. GIFFORD, Minis,,, ••J Dir1&to, • 38 LANGDON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. • T,l,phu, KIRKLAND S3S0 • 

i;arnur~ - £pmn 
THE CHURCH WITH THE WESLE 

t~o~tst ar~urr~ 
··~ · ll ':ATION AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
~ 

Massachusetts A venue oppuifl Waterhouse Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

August 18, 1941 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te:r.iple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Jy dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter 

of August 13. We appreciate your willingness 

to speak to our Wesley Foundation group, and I 

will write to you during the winter to make 

final arrangements. 

Cordially yours, 

(Miss) Helen Small 
286 Woburn Street 
Lexington, Mass . 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE CHAJilM.AN OF THE 
BOARD OF Pll.BACHERS 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

October 31, 1941 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You are preaching for us on Sunday, 
Karch 8th. I am writing to get some final 
word as to how much of the week there­
after you are going to be able to give us 
tor. Morning Pra. yers. I hope you are goin /r' l 
to be able to give us ■esit of the week, ~l ~. 
although I realize that this is asking a t.,,t, 
lot. 

~ 

However, you have a good many friends 
around here and many things to do, and you 
might even enjoy such a chance for quiet 
as you would get in the Preachers' Room. 
Do drop me a line and let me know what we 
may count on, as I am getting the schedule 
ready £or the printer. / 

S1ncel4 s, 
/J 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Honmber 41 1941 

Dean • L. Sperry 
The or1&l Church 
Hanard Univ .... raity 
Cll!ll~dge, Ma.ea. 

' 

My d r De • Sperry, 

Thank you for your note. I hope to 
be able to remai.n owr through Tues ay, 
• rob 10. I mu t be in Chi . o on th 12th 
and I e ould ll e to epend r oure in 
Cleveland on .edne~ ~ o Chic go. 

I aa lookin ro ard ple ure 
to eein you ·ain. I tru t t r .. t ou . ve oeen 
well. 

By the y, d1d you receiY• coy ot 
my book, The World Crisia and Je ah Surv1 17 

1th all cood w1 shes, I remain 

V ~ cordial y yo rs, 

AHS1BK 

,.s. I ban acceptec! nTitat1on1 troa the Arlington 
OllUNh ot Boeton, tor s,oo P •• &mdayJ am 
teem the ealq Faundatio , .... t Cambridge, at 
7150 p.m. Sun •7• I it al.r1ghtt 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIR.MAN OP THE 

BOARD OP PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

tffljfi} --m 
THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MAsSACHUSElTS 

November 7, 1941 

Thank you for your kind note of November 4. 
I am glad to know that you will be with us through Tuesday 
morning, March 10, for Prayers. 

The appointments that you have made for the 
afternoon and evenipg on Sunday are quite all ri,g.ht as far as 
we are concerned. I am sure that you will have an invitation 
from the Master of Lowell House for high table dinner on Monday. 
I hope that you will accept. It is, as you will remember, a 
pleasant couple of hours. 

I apologize profoundly and profusely for not 
acknowledging your book. I don't know whether I have had 
occasion to tell you so or not, but for six or eight months 
last year I was pretty completely out of the run with a long 
and tedious illness which ended with a rather drastic operation. 
The result was that a good many of my private affairs were 
hopelessly neglected, and the receipt of your book was one such 
misadventure. Is it too late to thank you for the book and to 
say that I am particularly glad to have in that permanent form 
the Dudleian Lecture here at Harvard and the gist of what you 
had said at the Swnmer School here? Those two chapters give 
added local interest to the whole work, which is candid, generous, 
and courageous. 

I have, as a matter of fact, loaned the book 
to the Preachers' Room for a little while. That room,when I 
took it over ten years ago, was filled with the most pre­
posterous set or antiquated books. I have slowly replenished 
it with more contemporary material, and such books as yours I 
keep more or less in rotation, keeping them there a few years 
and then recovering for my own shelves--i.e., if they are my 
property. 

You will have had meanwhile another letter 
from me written by my own hand on my own typewriter about an 
entirely different matter. Since I wrote you, the man in 
question has landed a job which pays him $20.00 a week and 



-2-

promises more. There is, therefore, no emergency in his case. 
The real problem is whether some more permanent and better use 
cannot be made of this fellow. I should like to arrange that 
you see him when you are here. / 

Sine ~yo---L-

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, D.D. 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OP THE 

BOARD OF PREACHERS 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

December 3, 1941 

I am beginning to get the reaching 
schedule here at Harvard in sha e for the academic year 
1942-43. 

I hope very much that you can come to us 
for a Sunday. 

Would you, for example, be willing and 
able to give us one Sunday in the autumn? I venture 
to suggest November 15th. If this date is not right, 
then could ou suggest one or to undays in 943 which 
would be possible for you? Ve hope, of course, that 
if and when you do come, you ill be able to stay on 
for at least a couple of da sat Morning Prayers. In 
doing us this added service you come a little closer 
to the set-up here in Harvard, and I dare to hope that 
a couple of relatively quiet days in e Preachers' 
Room would not be unwelcome. 

Rabbi Abba _lillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

l 



Dec 

Dean • L. Spe!'ey 
The •orial Church 
Ha.rV":Lrd University 
C t rid e, •• 

Sperrya 

r 24, 1941 

Plea a rdon the lon dela 1n 
an •ring our .:ind note or December 5. I ha ft 

been tr vell round a re t eal and I h&ve 
not been able to an er my let ers. 

I great.ly a preciate your kindnec- a ill 
invit.ing me to pre:Lch at Harv , in dur1 the 
acadeio • r 194-2~. o ur • WIT happy 
to accept your invit· tion. It i ditticult tor•• 
to . et a iay e ly in th Fall 1,&Gi:,....ch a y own 
Sund y rn1ng Services begin the tir~t Sunda7 
:morning in ? ovember and I do not 11 e to ab ent 
ayselt so aoon after the beginnin of the preaahiAI 
season. I shall be r d to oome on t! tJ1ird or 
rourth Sund&y in February, or on tl e fir,;t or eeoond 
Sunday in rob. I am looking torward "1th ple sure 
to 1111 Tisit to the aaorial Church thie eeaeon. 

I truet t i! t ou are wall, and send 
you IQ' warmest greetings or th season. With 
all good i h s, I remain 

lost cordi~ your, 

AHSaBI 



LOWELL HOUSE · HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

MASTER'S HOUSE 
50 HOLYOXE STREET 

February 6, 1942 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ear Rabbi Silver: 

I find that you are to be in 
Cambridge durin0 the week of rch 
eighth, and, what is more to the point, 
in the preacher's suite at Lowell ouse. 
I hope that you will come to High Table 
on the night of - ondey, the ninth. 

The company gathers in my 
house at six to get acquainted, be­
fore taking up the serious business 
of eating, and I hope ou will Join 
that gathering. Your handiest way 
in will be to alk through the Senior 
Common Room, which obviates boing 
outside of the House and ringing the 
bell on a possibly rainswept door-
ste . 

Yours very truly, 



HAMILTON M. GIFFORD, Ministtr ••• Dfrut,r • 38 LANGDON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. • T1l,11J .. , KIRKLAND S3S0 • 

l;arnarh - £pwn tlJnhtst Qt~urrlJ 
THE CHURCH WITH THE WESLE ION AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Massachusetts A venue opposit, Waterhouse Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

a i bb2 illel Silver 
T' e Te '"Ole 
Glevel2.n 1 , 0 1 io 

1" ear Re.' i Silver : 

Fe brt a-:t::1J 14 , 1942 

I n Hri_ ti E at this time to :re .ind. you of your very 
1 

• uiomise to spe c to the .., ou11e people of' the ·.1esley 
Foundation on S da even:r~ , • re 0

, 7: 30 P . ~. 

The meetin«s of the Fon·1da ,ion are held in the 
Harvarcl- E2wori;h Methe ~ist C'1urc. , . hich is located on 

assachuset.,s Avenue at ;' e ..:'i ct traffic li ht nortih 
of Harvar Square , nd on the r • ._.nt h 1d side of tl1e 
stre t as one co ES fro t~e 

Te us al S n\·J evenin po consist oi a 
s or 1.1 devot..:..onal service , follo ·1e by- the s ... eaJ.cer of 
the even · ne w o 1.1alJ for ·_:i. Ol t - GY minutes , ,.. d 
then le ds a discu ~o on ~es t of h's talk if 
t 1e , )p • c has uee 01 e s ·_te fo After this formal 

I ee Li ~ there i~ c 11 • n:fo a l refresh. e1 t and fello vship 
eriod. You are cordi lly inv · te. to re ain ~it us 
·or -his ti1 e . 

I 10n er if uou woul 
sub-i ct of our t· lk o l; 

oreviols S1nday? 

be w·11:n~ to write ne the 
at ,,e may a nounce • v the 

I f t ere s anr f ther infoL acio I can i e you 
on ., irec tions or a y 1 hase of the even.i.1 r 1).coo-ra , please 
let 1.e Lnorr . A 1 of ts at he :B1oundation are 1 o. i g 
forw(;... to ,.,rou vis.:.. t Ti th s on 1.Tarcl1 8 . 

Si. cerely yo rs , 

..:fiL~ 
S ;e .ers 1 C - i ..... 



Dr. J.b ba Hillel Silver 
1.be Temple 
C.levelami, Oiu.o 

Dear l)r. SilTerZ 

24 HOrman<iT Street 
RoxbU17, Ma1eachuse~i• 
J'ebruary 26, 1942 

We are exiremel7 gJ.ad. to see tba1; you are goinc to conduct aervicea at 
Memorial Cbapel on March ts, 9, and 10. We ahould J.1lm to take further a.a.vantage 
of your bei.JaC 1ll Cambridge b7 aslcillg 7ou. to addre1a tlle Jewish ■ tud.eni bod7 
on tile nbJect or Jewiah repreaentatioD at the future peace conference. 
Avu.kah baa not bad ao cooo. an opporQUlity to preaeDt Zioni.at sima to '11• 
Jew1ah a'GU.d.enta of 1:lnrYs.ra. as a w.noJ.e. 

We hope Ter'I DllCh tba.t a~ this rattler lalie date you art, atill avail.ail• OD 
aome afternoon or evening during 7oa.r •'87 in Boaion. MOJMia7 or h.eeds.7 
even~ wouJ.d, of course, oe Dest, but an:r o~b•~ time will be euiU\ble. 

We look fo,.-ward to seeing 7ou iu Camt>ri.<lge. 

S1.ucerel7 you.,:a • 

~ui t..f ~1.4 

Daniel Smolene, Preeident 
Bane.rd Awkah 



J Cl.ASS OF S(RvlC( I)[ SIR(O \. 
1206-B' CHECK 

DOMESTIC CA.U 

TELEGRAM OltOINMIT 

DAY URGENT 
LmER RAT[ WESTE-RN 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 
S[Rlfol ocrtRRCO I 

UNI ON ovt.RNIGHT NIGHT 
THCGRAM LmCR 

SPECIAi. SHIP 
S(RVIC[ RADIOGRAM 

""'""'" obOOlld d>«k rlaa of -
4...i;~lhe-WIII'-

'-ittalMo~er ... ■. WHITE NEWCOM II CAAL TON .J. C. WILLKVS .. _..,.,_....,_ 
..... 910.NT CHAI .. MAN 0~ TH• ■OAfllO ~•"'•T v1c•--••10sNT 

S..J Ila. /ollocolnl tclq,om, IUb/ed lo lhe lemu on 6a~ Item,/, u,/tlcli CIN herd11 a,rud lo 

Dean \I • L. Sperry 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, tass . 

Feb. 26, 1942 

MUST LEAVE EXT E FOR ENGLAND ON IMPORT T MISSION Al D I UST THEREFORE 

TIME FILED 

REGRETFULLY NOTIFY YOU THAT I ,ILL BE m ABLE TO BE WITH YOU ON MARCH a. I HOPE 

THAT I HAVE OT CAUSED YOU SERIOUS INCONVENIENCE BUT I SU THAT YOU 

ILL U DE TAND. ILL BE OST : APPY TO ERVICE YOU AT ~OME FUTURE TIME. 
KINDEwT REG RDS. 

AH SILVER 



a. ~ the account of_ arJ1e o 1- --------
1 CLASS o r S(R~ICL (Jl SIR£O \. 1206-B' CHECK ' DOMESTIC GAaLI 

TCLEGAAM OROIHARY 

DAY URGCNT 
LmER RATE \VESTERN 

ACCOUNTINQ INFORMATION 

SERI.Ill OUCRREO 

UNI ON OVERNIGHT NIGHI 
l[L(GRAM Lm[R 

SP{Cl-'l SHIP 
SlRVtC( PAOIOCRAH 

Pauon, llhoul4 cb•~ claa of -

4...-1 ; qtl,-- \be - ""' loo 
u.-itted ... wl_., .. . II. WHITS NEWCOMB CARL TON .J. C. WILL.KV ... 

w,11,-yca"'- ~, .. :acotrNT C:HAI .. MAN 0,.. THI( .OARD ,.., ... T VIClr•"'"llrelDllrNT 

s.ttl 11,c folloun111 telc,,am, .,l,jed lo tltc tcmu on la~ laueo/. which a,. hud,, ,,,rud lo 

i s s Helen Small 
286 oburn St . 
Lexington, ass. 

Feb . 26 , 1942 

TIME FILED 

UST LEAVE EXT EEK FOR ENGLAND ON I PORT T ,I SION DI MUST THE •FORE 
REGHETFU~~Y OTIFY YOU THAT I IL BE UNABLE TO BE 1ITH YOU O \.RCH 8. I HOPE 
TH tT I HAVE NOT CAUSED YOU ERIOUS INCONVENI1:,1H.,E BUT I 1 SURE THAT YOU ILL 
UNDERST D. ILL BE OST HAPPY TO SERVE YOU AT SOtlE FUTURE TIME. KINDEST 
Rffi s . 

AH SILVER 



CLASS OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 1 

A. N . WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

1201 SYMBOLS 

DL==Day Letter 

NT,. Overnight T elerrram 

LC-=Defcrrcd Cable 

NLT=Cablc Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing iime shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

BP.286 33 r T=TDB CA ABRIDGE MASS 2 

RABBI AB A HILLEL SILVER= 

THE TEMPLE CLEVE= 

I ) 

' I 
I I ( 

WE SHALL 
U- A DATE 

YOU r .. YSEL 

YOU GREJ\T Y JE 

DUR I • G THE COM I l G 
HOPE YOU CJ\J GIVE T SU( D/\Y DUT 

COLLEGE YE/J.R ~, I LL SUB ST IT UTE 
OR YOUR JOUR JEY= 

o. 
ALL GOOD WISHES 

1/ S ERRY• 

• • 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS PROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



larch 2, 1942 

llr. Daniel Sllollma, President 
Har'ftl'd Aftkab 
24 ltcn,umdy 8\r 
ltoxbury, .... 

Illy dear Slaol-• 

Thwk you tor your kind note. 
As you ro bl.y know bt now, I h&w had 
to cancel rq visit to Harvard this season 
because I u ping broad thU week. Who 
I next T.ld----~ I naD& that I ehall 

ve i.be pleaa.re ol adr 1-our &""P• 

i"tb all good wishes, r••1• 

V 811 c~rdially your. , 



HAMILTON M. GIFFORD, Mi,,ist,, 11•tl Dir,&t•r • 38 LANGDON STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. • T,1,thu, KIRKLAND SH0 • 

t;arnnrh - tEpwn t4n~ist QT~urr~ 
THE CHURCH WITH THE WESLE ION AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Massachusetts Avenue opposit, Waterhouse Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

March 17, 1942 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

We were extremely disappointed 

that cirC'Wllstances prevented your being 

wi1h us on March 8th, but understood, 

of course, the necessity of your cancella­

tion. 

We trust that your mission in 

England will be aooomplished successfully, 

and hope that we may have the honor and 

privilege ot your presence ·at one of our 

meetings next season. 

Cordially yours, 

(Miss) Helen Small 
286 Woburn Street 
Lexington, Mass. 




