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Rabbi Abba Silver 

The Temple 

'Clt~e ~tate ~ni&ersitu of ~ofua 
~ofua aiifu 

~tpartmmt of ~omanu ~•nguagn 

East l05th.Street at Ansel Road 

Cleveland,Ohio 

Dear Sir: 

October 8,1927 

The enaloeed Retrospect and the program will indicate what the Vesper 

Committee is trying to do in the University of Iowa. Vespers is a well recog

nized part of the life of the students of an endowed institution but it may 

be that Iowa has a somewhat unusual record among state universities for con

tinuity of service. These services are held monthly on Sunday afternoon from 

four to five o'clock and are limited strictly to one hour,1nclud1ng musical 

numbers by the orchestra and choir and very brief devotional exercises by one 

of the local ministers. We should like to have you speak during the year 1928-

29,perhaps in the month of October.The exact date could be arranged later. 

Though the Committee expresses ita preferenoe,it prefers to accept the date 

most convenient for the speaker when this is possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

c.E.Cousins 

Chairma.n,Veaper Committee 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

DllPAIITMllNT 01" RELIGION 

M. WILLAIID LAMP'I: 

IOWA CITY 

J. llLLIOT Ross 
CHAIILl:S A. HAWLl:Y 
MOSl:S JUNG 

~ 

ug. 21, 193 

Detir abb1 Silver: 

The Senate Bo r on Vesper erv1ces 
at the University of Iowa h ve extended invitations to out
standing leaders of the various religious denominations to 
speak at the AllArelicious Services which are 1eld fort-
ni htly throughout the winter. These services are sponsored 
by all~ religious groups on the campus and afford an un
usual opportunity for acquainting the average student and 
faculty member as well as the townspeople of Iowa City with 
vital religious messages. I have been asked to co unicate 
with you concerning the possibility of your ucceptin n 
invitation from the Senate Board to address a student body 
on Nove1nber 16t or November 23rd t ei ht o'clock in the 
evening. I am ful.y ~ware or t e pressure of your work 
but I hope tat n the interest of Judaism you will find 
it convenient to accept either o t ese dates. As soon as 
I hear from y u I shall inform tie chairman oft e Board 
who will communicu +e w1tn you concernin t1e arrange ents 
to be mude ·in connection with y ur trip. 

You may be interested to e r th t tl ere 
are about 25U Jewish students on t e campus. Iowa City is 
surrounded b~ ubout ten to fifteen Jewish comr.i ities who 
very rarely huve en opportunit of receiving a .Jewish m s ~age 
of value. uny of thei4 rembers I am sure would avail them-
selves of your visit .. ere to come end hear you. 

I J: C 

Rabbi . I. Silver 
Tne Ter ple 
Cl eve land, Ohio 

Vi t 1 all kind re ards, I am, 

Yous ver sinoerely, 

4ose~~/· 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

SIENATI: BOAAD ON Vl:SPIEAS 

Rabbi Abba - illel Siiver, 
E. 105th St. end .Ansel Blvd.~ 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

TJe regret that you are unable 
to agree to oome to the State University ot Iowa for 
a Vesper address this tell, but are very glad tor 
the suggestion in your letter to Professor Moses 
Jung that you might be available for a date next 
spring. 

Ve are still able to offer the 
following dates: February 22, Maroh 1, Maroh a, 
and 14aroh 15. Our preference would be L4aroh l, but 
any ot these days would be aatisf otory. President 
Jessup, the senate Board on Vesper, and a cooperative 
student-taoulty committee unite in urging you to come. 
We would do everything in our power to make your 
visit worthw~ile. 

MWL:DM 

Awai ting your reply, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Chairman 
Senete Board on Vespers 



01:PARTMl:NT OF RELICJION 

M. WILLAIID LAM~II: 
CHAIILU A. HAWLll:Y 
MO■ II:■ JUNG 
WILLIAM H. MOIIGAN 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY 

r overnber 28, 1930 

abbi bba -111el Silver, 
E. 105th t. and sel Blvd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

~y dear Rabbi Silver: 

you as in if 
of Iowa for a 
22, rch l, 

Several weeks ago I wrote 
you could come ~o t1e State University 
University Ves er address on ~ebruary 

rch 8, or rch 15. 

The only one of these dates no 
open is mrch 15. Ho ever, we are also tryin to 
secure a spea er for ther's Day, y 10. Could 
you not possibly arran e to come on one 01 these 
dates? f the t o,we would refer other's Day, but 
we would do anythin in our po.er to get you here 
any time. 

L:D 

aitin your reply, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

' 
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DIEPAl'ITMIENT OF RELIQION 

M. WILLAIID LAlll~K 
CHAIILU A . HAWLEY 
MO■K■ JUNO 
W I LLIAM H . MOIIOAN 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY 

December 5• 1930 

bbi .lla Hillel Silver , 
E. 105th St . at .:.nsel Road , 
Cleveland, Ohio 

\Y dear Rabbi Silver: 

le are delighted to knou that 
you will give us favored consideration for a speak
ing appointment durin the academic year 1931- 32 . 

I am able to submit the foll 
owing specific dates : October 18, November 1 , md 

ovember 22 . I think our preference ould be Oct
ober 18 as this is the de.y following Homecoming o.n.d 
we couJd make your presence here a feature of this 
occasion . 

If none of these dates are 
satisfactory kindly suggest one of your own and we 
shall try to fit it into our s chedule . 

Believe me , 

Very cordially yours , 

... L: D 



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION 

M . WILLARD LAMPII 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY CHARLES A . HAWLIIY 
MOSES JUNG 
WILLIAM H. MORGAN 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear abbi Silver: 

February 13, 1931 

I expect to be in Cleveland the 

early part of the morning of iuesday, February 17, and 

would greatly appreciate seeing you for five or ten 

minutes, if at all convenient. It will be necessary 

far me to leave on a 10:30 train. 

I will call your office to see if 
an appointment is possible. 

Cordi ally yours, 

WL:DM 



IOWA STATE COLLEGE 
OF 

AGRICULTURE AND MECHANIC ARTS 

AMES, IOWA 

Februar 18 , 19 1 
Dllll!CTOIII OP' RELIGIOUS LIP'I! 

NKL.ON PAX80N HOIIN 

Ra bi . H. iivcr 
The fer ple 
Clevel ntl, Onio 

·y de a.... Dr . ' i l c r : 

ill it be _ossible for you to speakat our 
Chape l s rvice s .1e ... i rr.e c1 rin the !;chool year 1961-.52? e 
have such a service about once each ,, onth on unda nibh . It 
is our aim to secure he very best speakers available for these 
occasions . 

If you can co1.1e , .ril 1 you sub it t o or tnree 
dates, if possible , on whic 1 o 1.i..1. L b available . This i 11 
allo\.r me a lit1.,le choice in it i your comin into our college 
calendar. There are quite a few dat s dL1ring the school year 
when it would not be advisable to attempt a service of this kind . 
In additi on to s k ng at the Chae service on Sunday ni~ht, 
we will also apprecia ,e having you s end •. nda • th us . There 
rould be a ro p conference or t', o and sever 11 in verviews sot 
for hat da • he honor:...rium wi ll be 2 0 . 00 . ve w· 11 provide 
entertainr:-.ent while you ar0 here . 

e sincerel 
you to accept tis invitation . 
earliest convenience? 

hope -chat i-c • 11 be possible for 
eight I hear from. 0 at JOUl" vcr 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
DEPARTM&NT OF Rltl.lGION 

M. WILLARD l.AMPI: 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY 
CHARLI:■ A. HAWLEY 
lotO■ I:■ .JUNG 
WILLIAM H. MORGAN 

Rabbi bba Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Febru ry 26, 1931 

On returning to Iowa I find that 
it ill be entirely s tisfactory to us to have you 
come here on Uonday, November 2, - the day following 
your appointments in Chicago. 

Please therefore definitely re
serve November 2 for us. I am conferring with the 
other University authorities so as to secure the 
very best :possible hearing fo~ you before the Uni ver
si ty. 

'fi th high :per l re ard, I am 

Very sincerely you rs , 

,l L: IM 
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DIRECTOR OP' RELIGIOUS UP' 

IOWA STATE COLLEGE 
OF 

AGRICULTURE AND MECHANIC ARTS 

) AMES, IOWA 

)larch 11, 1931 

Rabbi Alba Hillel Silver, D n. 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear nr. Silnrs 

I am sorry it will be impossible 
for me to use you in JD¥ program at any other 
time except Sunday. However, I am sending a 
copy of your letter to the chairman of our 
leoture bureau. It is possible that you may hear 
from. him regarding the November dates. 

Sincerely yours 

NPH/mw 



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
DE .. ARTMSNT OF RELIGION 

M . WILLAIID LAMP,I[ 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY CHAIILl[8 A . HAWLllY 
ll081[8 .JUNO 
WILLIAM H . MOIIGAN 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
E. 105th st. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

September 14, 1931 

We are looking forward to 
your visit here on Monday, November 2. I have 
conferred with the chairman ot the University Lecture 
Committee who has asked me to write you to see it an 
honorariUJi ot 125 would be satistactory. 

My understanding is that you will 
be at the Chicago Evening Club the preceding Sunday 
night. You could caae to Iowa City either by night 
sleeper or by a rast day train on Monday which arrives 
here at 4:00 P.M. You could re t urn so as to be in 
Chicago early Tuesday morning. 

We have no def inite suggestion 
to make as to the subject ot your address. Any of the 
topics in "Religion In A Changing World" will be very 
acoeptable. If you should care to submit two or three 
topioa, we should be glad to express a preterenoe. 

We are sure that your visit will 
mean much to the University and to our School of Religion. 

Very cordially yours, 

MWL:Dll 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 

IOWA CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

BENJ. F. SHAMBAUGH, PII0l'O:SS0A 

FRANK E. HORACK. P110l'ESS0II 

KIRK H. PORTER, PII0l'ESS0R 

J. VAN DER ZEE. PIIOFO:SS0II 

y dear Dr. Silver: 

e are very much pleased to 
sity of Io a on onday, November 
and faculty of our institution. 
rangements ere made by Mr •• 
University. 

JOHN E. BRIGGS . ASS0CIATI: P11tOl'ltSSOII 

IVAN L. POLLOCK. AssoCIATI: P1101'l:SSOIII 

GEO. F. ROBESON. Assoc1ATO: PIIOl'ESSOII 

SUOHINORA BOSE. LotCTUllltll 

September 25, 1931 

have you visit the State Univer-
2nd, to speak to the students 
You ill recall that the a.r-

illard Lampe on behalf of the 

Your lecture on the date named 111 be scheduled for eight 
o'clock in the evenin·, in the atural Science Auditorium. 

e leave the subject matter of your lecture to your own 
choosing. It was your book on "Religion in a Changing orld" 
that attracted the attention of the Comnittee on University Lec
tures and led to the invitation th t as extended to you through 
r. Lampe. 

It has occurred to me that your lecture ight be announced 
under the title of "In a Chenging old". Under this title you 

ould be at liberty to discuss religion, education, and mor lity 
in a ohan ing world. Since the lecture is to be given on a week 
d y as a University Lecture, I think e should prefer to use the 
title here suggested. Please advise me if this would be a ee
able to you. 

It is our understanding that ou are to receive an honor
arium of 125, which will be handed to you at the close of the 
lecture •. 

I should be pleased to have you advise me of the train upon 
hich you plan to arrive at Iowa City. 

ery sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

S:GP 

E. 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

~ 
Chairman of S 
on Universit 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 

IOWA CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

March 27, 1937 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

In accordance with telegrams exchanged we have 
scheduled you to speak at the State University of 
Iowa on the evening of Friday, June 18th. You will 
receive an honorarium of 350. 

Your audience will consist largely of members 
of the faculty and studente attending the summer 

eee1on or the State University. The summer ses
sion students are mature and will be eager to take 
the beet you have to give. The subject or your ad
drase will be of your own choosing. 

It is cu tomary for the Friday evening Univer
sity Lecturer to take part in a round table dis
cussion on the Saturday morn1n following his 
address, and so we would be p e d if you could 
favor us with your presence at such round table 
meeting. 

Everyone on the campus 1e ple sed w th the 
announcement that you are scheduled to visit our 
University again. We have not forgotten the deep 
impression which you mBde on our students when you 
spoke here in 1931. 

Very cordially yours, 

I, 

Ch irman of Senate Board 
on University Lectures 

Rabb1 Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

S/CC 

E. 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
)OWA CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

May 4, 1937 

y dear Rabbi Silver: 

This is to remind you that in accordance with 

our previous correspondence you are scheduled to 

address the students and faculty of the State Uni

versity of Iowa at Iowa City on Friday evening, 

June 18th, at eight o'clock and to participate in 

a round table discussion at nine o'clock on the 

Saturday morning following. 

We should be pleased to have you advise us 

several days in advance of the hour of your arrival. 

A room has been reserved for you at the Jefferson 

Hotel. 

Very sincerely yours, 

hairman of Senate Boar 
on University Lectur 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

S/CC 

E. 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



llay 12, 937 

Dr. lloeee Jung, 
School of "el1g·on, 
State Un1vere1ty ot Ion, 
Iowa City, Iou. 

y de r Dr. Junga 

Pleas pardon the long dela in 
acknowledging your kind letter or ay let. 
I ha e been so abeorbed in the local Jewi1b 
Wal re Fund Caapaign or which I am chairman 
that I h ve neglected ay cor.espo dence. 

I 6hould v r ' P~ o h.v dinner 
1th you and llr • lw,g on Friday venin prior 

to the lecture. 

Lookin forward with ple aure to seeina 
you ain, and with all good ishee, I remain 

Very cordiall yours, 

ARSaBK 



y 18, -~'57 

Dr. B. P. S am llh, 
8 ta Onivereity of Ion, 
Iowa City, Io a. 

Jly d r Dr. Slwabaugh1 

Lt P- thank ou tor your ind note ot 
fa · ,. I note th·t I am to ar res~ the t enta 
and taoulty of th . S te niv rsit of Iowa on 
Friday ennin, J e 18th t ' oc truat 
t t I• · al•o e Mble to r nine 
o'clock round ble di cussion t1 ornin. 
Th t ill ~ end upon btlity t .1.1Ku~e onnection1 
to get ■ e to Cl v nd or un ~ n I ve 
a r we4dings t ich I mu tor lei ta. 

I shall not1r you a few da sin advance 
the hour or my arrival. 

With all 1ood wishes and loo in fo ward 
with ple sure to II nait, I remain 

Vex, cordiall ·our , 

AHS1BIC 

, 



Oa~ARTMENT OF RELIGION 

M. WILLAIID LAMPS 
CHAIILlt■ A. HAWLICY 
MO■lt■ JUNG 
WILLIAN H. MOIIGAN 
CHRl■TIAN RIC:HAIID 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY 

May 18, 1937. 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver, D. D. 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Dr. Shambaugh's secretary intormed me that 
there is a precedent or long standing preventing 
friends of Senate Lecturers to invite the speaker ot 
the evening to any social function prior to the 
lecture~. It it should be convenient tor you to substitute 
Saturday noon for Priday evening, Krs. Jung and I would 
be very glad to have you at our home for lunch. 

Looking forward with pleasure to seeing you 
again, I am, with kind regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 



Dr. oee• JllDI, 
te Um.Y reity of Io•, 

Iowa City, Iowa. 

My d ar Dr. J111111 

Let .. thank ou or your kind 
letter ot y 18th. I appreoiat• ••ey --• 
our iJIYl tioa to hav. 1 c with ou 011 

Saturday noon. I~ not, bo••• r, in o••r 
tor aturday. I aa aax1 lo et o to 
Clevelaad ia tiu tor iapor Am tioaa 

Sund 7, .TUiie 20th. 

.ABSa 

With et 
rd with pleanre to 

, . oordial.17 ours, 



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
)OWA CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

lq' dear Babbi Silver: 

June 9, 1937 

Upon rq return from a few weeks of rest in the Southwest 
I find ;your letter of Ma7 18th on rrq desk. 

I have consulted the local railroad. agent w1 th regard to 
train connections between Iowa City and Clevela.nd.. Be in
forms me that 7011 can lea.Te Iowa Cit7 on Satur~ atternoon, 
June 19th, at 2:45 P. ll. arriTing at Chicago at 9:00 P. K. 
You can leave Chicago, rta the lfew York Central Bal.1lroad, at 
11:40 P. l!. arriving in Cleveland at 7:37 .A.. M. on 9,mda;y. 
I shall be glad to mak:a reservations tor 7our return trip, 
it ;you care to have me do so. 

In v1,,. of the train achedule, we aball aa8WD8 tha.t 1011 
will take part in the Rolmd Table on Sa~ morning aa an
nounced. 

If ;you could send us a gloss print of ,ouraelf S\11 table 
for mald.ng a cu.t for new9P8per uae, the favor would be much 
appreciated. 

Verr aincerel.7 yours, 

, .Si 
irman of Senate &a.rd 

on Univerait7 Lectur 

B&bbi .A.bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

EIM 

E. 105th St. & Ansel Boad 
Cleveland, Ohio 



O1:~ARTMENT OF RELIGION 

M. WILLAIID LAM~• 
CHAIILU A. HAWLaY 
MOSIES JUNG 
WILLIAM H. MOIIGAN 
CHIIISTIAN RICHAIID 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

IOWA CITY 

June 10, 1937. 

Rabbi bba H. Silver, D. D. 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Mr. Shambaugh's office informed me that 

the 3 p.m. train on Saturd a ternoon ould bring 

you in good time to Cleveland. a.y I therefore 

express the hope that you 111 find it possible to 

accept our invitation for lunch on Sat rday, the 19th. 

Looking forward to seeing you, I am, 

W/ 



June 14, ... 9!7 

Dr. o ea Jung, 
School or ·"eligion, 
S te Onive it or Iowa, 
Io City, Iowa. 

tq d r Dr. Junga 

I shall be Y ey pl ed to h e luncheon 
with ou on Saturday, the 19th. 

11th bet wi hee, I in 

Ve cordi 11 ' • 1r , 

HBaBI 



June 14, l g,7 

Dr. B. P. Shu ugh, 
S te n1ver~1t o! Iowa, 
Io. CitJ, Io • 

ly dear Dr. Sham 1h1 

P nut to ackno ledge receipt or 
our ind lett r or Jun • sh .l v r1 

happy to ta ov r tor the Roun Ta le on 
Saturd ornin. 

A S1BK 
Enc. 

I aa encloain herewith a lo•• 

With all good lehes, I in 

Ver cordiall or, 



_ ab i ... bba Hillel ilver 
Cleveland. , ._io 

-'fY Dear .abbi ilver : 

419 :J • /ashin ton t . 
Iowa City , Io·1a 

e have fou d out th t you are oin~ to lectu eat our 
University o Io,.a , uirid.ay , June 1 . e woul te 
very t1ch if rou ooul , eet ~it~... 1 :. ni. t ·1 '- h 
syna o ue fter your lecture at the Unive r sity. 

I ,ould li recall to your 
so e tine :,-o vhe o 1 honore tl u 

y occasion 
t onr 

yna o ue un e ne circu 1 t 

ince election ~o t 
u 119.J , your • e 

3ionist 
al 

s is eo.i:n, 1ext 
ti1 ulate or c use . 

I ho e this till 
favor tis ui th 
ward to your 

eet ith yo ~ ~ov 1 , i po ible , 
r1., , ly . t any rate , ,e ill lo k for 

re sence ·,i th us . 

lith ion reoti ,s, I ret ain 

incerely yours , 

Jr:.1r.~ ~aver.an 
irman of istrict 



J'une 17, 1 ,-,7 

Ir. J. raverman, 
419 • shin ton Street, 

OIRI City, Ion. 

Lt me thank ou or our nd 1 tter for u nvit tin to met th the Zioni of Io a \#it. I ah ll be tr elin all 
nd .. hal... b- l ac t · ring in the vening. l 1 t ill not p it mat eet t anoth r roup follo in the niv •. ·t lecture an add• nin t. I a.m ure th t ·111 un er nd. 

I 1, o cour to see ou ncl any 0th r Z1 ni 
in ., J cit ' • 

·th all ood i h , I rem n 

V oordialll , 

H • I 



AMES PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
UONAaD A. 8Tl!OEll, SUPERINTENDENT 

AMES, IOWA 

Babbi Abba Hillel SilYer 
The CleTelan4 Temple 
CleYeland, Ohio 

Dear llabbi Silver: 

Sept•ber 1, 194-3 

We are conducting a series of adult education forwn• in 
Ames. We are wondering if 7ou would be free to address such a 
meeting eometime in Bovember or December of this 7ear. We are 
particularq concerned with a subJect au.ch a• Religion in the 
Poat-War Period, or a aubJect of similar nature. 

If you WO\lld be interested in coming we ahould be glad to 
have 7011 state your fee for one meeting, vhieh would include 
expense•. In the event 7011 would be interested in two or three 
e..-ening addressee ve might be able to arrange them in thia pa.rt 
of the eta te. 



Dr. Leonard 
a Public 

Aaea, Iowa 

d 

Thank you so auch tor your kind letter. 
I dNpl a , rec1 te your in i t1on to p&rtici tA 
in the aerie• ot adult eduo tion ranama hich you 
are coaducting. I wish .I re rree to coau. 
Untort tel7 I tied down 1th ao cti Yi tJ.e• 
in oonnect1on it ork am aver llet t 
I cori trained to daoUne sqap.y tion lob 
I ould n .... r._ ly eli t aco ,-lt. l • 
kH 1n Ja1 ror so tut UU'-.-ai • 

ith ll od 

o,t c rdi 11 re, 

lSaBI 



AMES PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
UONAllD A. STEOl!.R, SUPl!.IUNTl!NOENT 

AMES, IOWA 

May 13, 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Last fall I wrote you about the possibility 
of coming to Ames for a forum talk, with the 
thought that we might also s chedule two or 
three other forums for you in Iowa. You 
replied that you were too busy to assume this 
responsibility, but that you might be able 
to do it at a later time. 

This summer or early fall we will again be 
scheduling our forums for the coming winter 
season and I am wondering if you might be 
interested in three or four appearances in 
Iowa at that time. If so what would you ask 
to make the trip and speak to approximately 
four adult groups in Iowa on consecutive 
nights? 

LAS:S 



lq 19, 11-M 

Dr. Leoa&rd A. St.ger, Sllpeli.Dtendd 
Aaea hblio Scboola . 
Aaea, Iowa 

1 dear Dr. Steger• 

I ... ■oat leued to reoeln yovr latter 
and your inYitattoe \o addreaa our ~ora a011eU. 
next ter. I tind 111••lt, how•• , 1n no ••1•r 
poa1UOD than •hen ·1011 ~iret rote to •• Ia taot 
rq obllg tlona ban iDoreaeecl. They will ro bq 
NM\D Yer.. heavy unW the ta 1 ti• ot the war. 
Beoauae or 1 t, I do not r .. 1 t abould cOlllit 
IIYNlt to leotur• me ...at• • •x" ...... 

1th all aood wiahea, 

loat oOl'di&lly youra, 



,I 

THE STATE 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

April 6, 1953 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have the pleasure to extend to you a cordial 

invitation to deliver the commencement address for the Class 

of 1953 at the State University of Iowa. The graduation cere

monies are to be on Friday, June twelfth, at nine-thirty o'clock 

in the morning. Let me assure you, if assurance is needed, 

that this decision was reached before we received the current 

issue of LIFE magazine. 

The School of Religion, at this University, as you 

know, has been for more than a quarter of a century a prioneer 

in bringing before the students of a publicly supported university 

the philosophies and viewpoints of the various faiths of the 

world. In recognition of the importance we attach to religion 

as an integral part of the student's life, we desire this year to 

have an eminent theologian as commencement speaker 

An honorarium of $300 is provided . If that amount 

is not acceptable, will you please tell us your usual fee? A 

rigid policy of the University against awarding honorary degrees 

except at the inauguration of a president, prevents us from 

proposing that honor. 

I hope sincerely that you can accept our invitation. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 

Cleveland, Ohio 

H:mfp 

S ncerely yours, 

President 



Dr. ftJllll •• _._., ~
... ----- ot Jae 1-01 •• !Ga ____ _. ___ , 
tlllmk 7G11 ,_. .,-, kind i.t. ... ot April 611a and ,_ 700:, 
patd.na infttaUon te dlliwr 4'ba ---•• ...... . 
tr,, ta. elaa ot USl at tla na• 11d.Wl'd11, ot ... • 
'9alt 12tla. I~ apfftOSate ~ tbonp"'9'••• Sa 
lniUns •, wt I •n be wr, MtW • be with ,- on 
tbat ..,. 

1f1 t.la •nan ftpN8• I I D 1n 

•- R1Ll:IL SILYIR , .... 



, ' 
SCHOOL OP' RELIGION 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
ICWA CITY 

iabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

May 18,1953 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear iabbi Silver: 

It has given me great pleasure to 
hear that you have accepted the invitation 
to be our coJIIDl8ncement speaker this year. 
In my capacity as the Hillel Director and 
the Jewish professor of our School of 
Religion, I feel a ~eat satisfaction to 
have you with us. 

It is our hope that the Jewish stu
dents and members of our smafa conununj ty 
will derive""9atisfaction fro■ your visit 
that •Y be anticipated. The coJ111enceaent 
ti•, however, is hectic but there might 
be a way~for those people who deserve it 
most-to •et with you. Would you please 
advise 11e as to the time and length of your 
stay and whether you will be willing to 
speak to a Jewish group while here? The 
topic I would desire for this would be any 
aspect of Israel. 

With highest regards, 

Sincerely, 

-l.~14 ·c4 ?J~~6w'1.-;-
Frederick P.Bargebuhr 

FPBss 



State University of Iowa 

0 F F I C E 0 F T B E PBESIDENT I O W A C I T Y 

May Zl, 1953 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

We are delighted to have you as our Commencement 
speaker on June 12th. 

Mrs. Hancher and I extend you a most cordial in
vitation to stay at the house; but, if you prefer, we shall arrange 
a reservation at the Hotel Jefferson. 

We try to give our house guests complete freedom to 
do as they please, and we proceed with much the same freedom 
in our own engagements and affairs. Occasionally our house 
becomes a busy place if many callers stop by, but the number 
is unpredictable and usually is not excessive. And you are 
always free to retreat to your room, if you desire seclusion. 

Please let me know your wishes. 

We shall meet the afternoon plane on Thursday. 
The Commencement exercises will begin at 9:30 in the morning 
so that it will be necessary for us to be at the Field House by 
9: 15 a. m. If you stay at the house, I shall take you there myself. 
If you are at the hotel, we shall see that you are called for. 
There will be approximately 1, ZOO graduates. The ceremonies 
will conclude in the late forenoon, in sufficient time for you to 
have lunch with us and then take the 2:25 eastbound plane, if 
that is your wish. 

My son, who is a senior in the College of Liberal Arts, 
is scheduled to graduate on June 12 and so this is a special event 
for our family. We are happy that you are to share that event 
with us. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, 6, Ohio 

Sincerely yours, 

Vit~1~~~ 
President 



, ,. 

, 

nr. Phderict P. Bara-__. 
8'a'8 Uld......S.1r et ... 
Ima 01'7• lCJN 

117 deu-, ~- Barpbubr1 

Thank 70\l tar your kind latter ot •118._ I, '°°• • looldni 
forward • ar mil to JGllla Hate lld.wral.'7. 1 ftF91, ... 
e'ftr• tba' U. rill an ,•• 14' -.. lllld,w .., otllllr .... ••• tMII 
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I p1ua to lMw 1-diate~ after '- JH •••• 

n11a a11 aooct 'ldlmil anc1 ic.r1nc tol'WU'i 1- '- plauln et •n
ial JIM• I r1nn1• 

IIDn Oll'dl•J~ Jffllft, 

AB BD1,II, SIIna 
AIISter 



Dr. fl.rail •• Ranolllr • ,,_Sdela 
a.t.e Vlltftl'ld.V et Iallll 
ICIIII& OS.'7, X.. 

...... Dr .......... 
I 

nartk YR tor r-,a kind latter ot -. n.t., and ,_ ro• 
puic,Q■ lloapltali'7, im.UJw • \o ~ al yoor IIOIII. I 
• ~ apJJINSaUw to 71N and lln. llllllblr, lllat I abollld 
Jftlar ~• \ tla llnel 4'effa■•• 

I• leeld• ,..._.. to arnlll lo,....• ,-., and J • 
""' lliM to ■baN iii tb1a 3o,wa -■ion• \ba ..-.lion 
of 7UO II I• 

IIDn ~ 7GV8, 

A• BIIDL SILVII 
Alllaer 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sir, 

ALBIA, IOWA 

June 12, 19 53 

I have just finished reading your University of Iowa address. 

It is a penetrating analysis of our errors, and an inspiring 
blueprint of our potential. It WBS once sai• it is the duty 

111 BENTON A VE., E. 

of editors to afflict the coMfortable, and coMfort the afflicted. 
I think it is the duty of Rabbis, PriPsts and Preachers, too-
and I think you do it beautifully. 

I'm pleased, and proud, that you came to Iowa to say what has 
needed to be said very Much--and did it ;~well:() \ \ _ Jt 

Sincerely, ~ a, \u}""\ ~ 



• 
I 

0 F F I C E 

State University of Iowa 

0 F T H E PRESIDENT I O W A 

June 14, 1953 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

It was a great pleasure, as well as a great 
honor, to have you as the Commencement speaker 
at our June lZth Commencement. Your address 
made a profound impression on the audience as it 
should have done both from its intellectual content 
and the manner of its delivery. 

As you know it was a very special day for 
me because of my son 1s graduation, and I was 
startled to discover--without having had any advance 
notice 0£ the fact--that the son of the late Walter A. 
Jessup received a master's degree in the sarr e 
ceremony. I suppose it is indeed rare in American 
educational history when two president's sons receive 
degrees in one of its convocations. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

Rabbi Abbi Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, 6, Ohio 

t;e;~~ 
V i. rgil M. Hancher 

President 

C I T Y 



• 

llr• Do•ld A.~ 
Albia ll•••pen 
111 Bin_,. Aw.• S. 
Albia, I_. 

IC,dllU' ......... 

1blmk you 1br yt>\ll' note ~ JIIDI 12th. 1' ... _.,, 
tbollabM\al of JOU w ..S.te t.o •• and I Yt!r'J •• 

..,..-.oata ta. ...u.nte wtdall,..,.. _.. •• 

th U good wiabe•• I nmiD 
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S T A T E U I V E R S I T Y O F I O ,v A 

Inf 01 ,nation Service 

Rabbi Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 15, 1953 

We greatly appreciat~our response to 
our recent request for some advance information on 
your Commencement address, and ve hope you will 
feel that our story (enclosed) did fair justice to it. 
The story was sent to each of Iowa's 40-plus daily 
newspapers, 50-plu.s radio stat ona and a number of 
selected education edttors around the country. In 
addition, we duplicated the tir talk and sent 
it to various editorial. page 

Our job would be much simpler if every 
vi iting speaker cooperated to the extent that 
you did. May I add that I heard your talk and 
enjoyed it greatly; let us hope that your young 
audience will take it to heart. 

Encl. 
GBS:pah 

Sincerely, 

Gordon B. Strayer 
ews Filitor 
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STATE UNIVERSITI OF lOWA -1953- INFORQTION SERVICE 

!,9! RELEASE AFTER 11:30 !t!i• ~mJJ, ~ g: 

(offer three faiths to 1,065 SUI graduates) 

Iowa City., Iowa, June 12 -- Three "faiths that will serve us best" were 
ottered this morning to the 1953 graduating class of the State University of Iowa by 
Rabbi Hillel Silver of Cleveland, O . ., one of the three ministers who delivered prayers 
at the recent inauguration of President Eisenhaver. 

To sustain and inspire the 1,o65 degree candidates in an age when man 
is "seldan thought of as an end in himself but as a tool for sanething or someone 
else" and when men are "cODIDitting the most shameless acts of iIJlnorality in the name 
of high morality," Rabbi Silver urged: 

(1) Faith~ ~reality~ purpose ~~universe,~ purpose~ which 
~ struggles ~ aspirations .!:£!! s intesraj. part. Man will feel at home in the 
world "only if he believes that it is his Father's house," he said. 

(2) Faith~~ worth ~ sovereignty ~~individual ~~human 
personality. ''Man must 11 ve and ~ct always as if his life were tremendously 
significant, as if his soul and mind were boundless in their capacities and influence," 
Rabbi Silver affirmed. 

(3) Fe.1th~! method 2!_ human progress which employs ~ ways 2!:_ 
Justice, freedom~ peace _!2 reach goals ,2! Justice, treedan ~ peace. ''Ea.ch single 
step on the way to a wortqy~ective must be a worthy objective in itself. When 
ruthless, brutal and desperate measures are employed, they not only make the 
attainment of exalted human goals impossible; they also turn man's long journey toward 
them into one of misery and horror," he said. 

Rabbi Silver assured the graduates, their parents, friends and other 
Commencement Visitors that "a golden age of universal Justice, brotherhood and peace 
.iwa.its the human race and can be hastened by the efforts of the human race." 

In his charge to the candidates before conferring the degrees, University 
President Virgil M. Hancher added this challenge to Rabbi Silver's declaration ot faith: 

(more) 



STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOUA -1953- INFORMATION SERVICE 

(offer three faiths to 1,o65 SUI graduates -- 2) 

"From you, to whom much bas been given, much will be demanded. And if 

you fail, lesser men will undertake to do that which you should have done," President 

Hancher told the class of 1953, including his son Virgil Hancher, Jr. 

"Your University has many claims to distinction, but none so great as 

that it bas dared to be itself. It has dared to be creative. In an age fascinated by 
it has sought for itself the best in the physical sciences and in technology, 

the spell of the physical sciences and in technology,/but it has dared also to run 

counter to the spirit of the age by its contributions to all that concerns man as man, 

from the cradle to the grave," President Hancher declared. 

Candidates for degrees represented 34 states and 17 foreign countries. 

President Hancher conferred 67 doctor of philosophy degrees, 103 doctor of medicine 

degrees, and 52 doctor of dental surgery degrees. There were 165 master's and 677 

bachelor's degrees awarded. 

M. Wills.rd Lampe, director of the school of religion, offered the 

benediction and invocation, and the university band, directed by Charles B. Righter, 

played traditional music. 

In his Commencement address, "What Kind of Faith Will Serve Us Best?" 

Rabbi Silver drew from the writings of philosophers George Santayana and Bertrand 

Russell, mathematician Albert Einstein, Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, and the Books 

of Job, Isaial1 and the Psalms. 

Tracing individual man's gains and losses from the tribal life of 

primitive society to the present day, Rabbi Silver charged: 

"Our age makes little of the individual. His personal life is not very 

important. Men are handled impersoaally in the mass. Increasingly they are becoming 
the 

statistics in/hands of e. predatory collectivism. They are shunted about like herds ot 

cattle. They are slaughtered by the millions. They are coordinated and subjugated to 

the state until the last vestige of their freedom and their rights vanishes. 

"Because the religious basis of our society has been denied., and 

materialistic theories of life and history have taken hold of the thoughts and actions 

of men and governments, the stature of the individual., and with it, his rights and 
(more) 



, 
STATE UNIVERSffi OF IOWA -1953- INP'CllMATION SERVICE 

(offer three faiths to 1,065 SUI graduates -- 3) 

inherent d.iu""Ility have suttered. Every precinct ot his life is invaded and violated. 

Having denied to man the image ot God, he bas been aiven the mask of the robot. ~ 

most endangared person _!!! ~ world t92Y !! ~ !!!!!! ~ thin-~ himself. The 

eagerly awaited a.people's century• has unfortunately become the century of the secret 

police." 

"'lhe classic way of religion bas never been fully tried in the world. 

Today in an evolving atomic age wherein man's power will be vastly augmented, 

including the power of self-destruction, it is being ignored more thoroughly than at 

any time in human history. State and class autocracies have proceeded on the theory 

that there is no law superior to theirs, and that their brutal methods are justified 

by their resul.ts." 

"The economic life of man has resolved itself' into a bitter class 

struggle. :Each class is resorting without hesitancy or compunction to methods of 

violence, suppression and war. Ee.ch class Justifies its tactics in the name of sane 

great human ideal. 'lbe shame of our age is that men are camnitting the most shameless 

acts of imnorali ty in the name of high morality. Methods which are abhorred and 

denounced in one's opponents are rationalized and justified as moral imperatives when 

employed by oneself." 

"For our civilization to survive, it is clearly necessary to revise 

this mood and thought pattern of our age, and to recharge our world culture with a new 

devotion to the sanctity of the only true method of human progress." 

"We must supplement what we know by a Jmnber of' heroic projections of 

faith which, while they outrun knowledge, experience and log1ceJ, proof, are not refuted 

by them and are indispensable in our enterprise on earth," Rabbi Silver concluded. 

- 30 -
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