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Co-Cltainne11 

Hox. NawTo■ D. B.uu 

hoP. Cu.I.TO• J. H. RAYSS 

Ma. ROGJUI w. STaAUI 

\ \ \~HE ..9VATIONAL GONFEllENCE ,j /JEWS AND GffllISTIANS 

f Por l•mc,, Amil, alld Ulldnslalldiflg aM011g Prolesta,ctz, Callaolicz alld lftN 

289 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

Kay 4, 1936. 

Babbi Abba 111.llel Silver, 
The Temple 
East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

TNtltou Ghl&acY 5-3475 

Evaun R. Cu■cBY, P11.D. 
Dir,clor 

RoanT A. AsawouB, D.D. 
Edt1catwnal Secrelar, 

Ba•so• Y. I.AMD11, PB.D. 
R,1,orcl S,crnary 

We do not seem to have had a reply 
to our invitation to you to take part in the seminar on 
"The Historical Develoi;ment of Religious Values in the Nation" 
which is being arranged at the Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, 
Connecticut, Septemb@r 6 to 11 aboo.t which we wrote you on 
April 18th. I attach amther copy of the program. In 
view of the tact that there is a demand for urinted copies 
of the prelim~nary program, I wonder if you could let us 
know soon if you will be able to take part. We are ready 
to pay your travel expenses and your living while at the 
seminar. We very much hope that it will be possible for 
you to be with us. 

Sincerely yours, 

BYL:WMP 



, . 

April 16, 1936. 

This memorandum outlines an informal national seminar of religious leaders 
among Catholics, Jews and Protestants. The original sue;Gestions for it have come 
from Rev. T. Lawrason Rigfs, Catholic Chaplain at Yale University, and Mr. George 
Shuster, Associate Editor of Jhe__G_9~Me!iJ:.. The following material has been arrang
ed by Everett R. Clinchy and Benson Y. Landis. 

Theme The general theme of the Seminar would be "The Historical Develop
ment of Religious Values in the Nation." 

Objective The objective would be to bring together about 150 well known 
scholars, both clergymen and lay leaders, among Catholics, Jews 
and Frotestants for the purpose of study and exchange of informa
tion on important questions of common interest, as given in detail 
below. 

Time and Place September 6th to 11th, at Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Conn., 
where rest and recreation will be combined with serious study. A 
connnon dining room is available. Tiorship services will be provid
ed for in the manner desired by each group. 

TOPIC "The Historical Development of Religious Values in the Nation." 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

HORNING SESSIONS 

9:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.H. (with a recess). 

Papers, with time for thorough discussion. 
(Each presentation limited to 25-30 minutes) 

"The Genius of Our Religious Institutions in the Light of Their 
Presentations by: History." 

David de Sola Pool 
Peter Guilday 
H. Richard Niebuhr 

"The Issues Presented by Anti-Religious Forces in the Nation." 
Presentations by: 

Abba Hillel Silver 
George Shuster 
William F. Hocking 

"The Issues Presented by the Totalitarian States of the World." 
Presentations by: 

Edward Israel 
Carlton J. H. Hayes 
Joseph R. Sizoo 

---------- ·-· ----(Russian Orthodox) 



• 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

- 2 -

"The l~lisious Issues Presented by Science." 
Presentations by: 

1:ordecai Kaplan 
Hugh Scott ':Vaylor 
• th r~ f" t 1::r .... ur _..... ,Jomp on 

"Tl1e f,eligious Issues Presented by :;.-~istorical Research." 
Presentations by: 

T. Laurason Ri&:,s 
111:;.ton Steinberg 
Frank Gavin 

(~0_9NS free for rest, recreation and informal discussions.) 

SUNDAY 

i.ONDAY 

TlJ"ESDAY 

THUR'JDAY 

ETinn·G SESSI0US 7: 30 - 9: 30 P .u . .. - -----·------ --- -------- -- -
(:i~ach presentation limited to 20-25 minutes) 

" .. !ethoc.s of TraininG the C.!lergy." 
Presentations by: 

HUghell J: .. Jbebroke 
Joseph ..d.,gan 
Louis Finkelstein 

"Hethods of Conducting the Pa1·ish or Congregation." 
Presentations by: 

Geo~[,e A. Buttrick 
John B. Kelly 
Israel Goldstein 

":~ethods of Religious Education." 
Presentations by: 

SarJSon I3enderly 
Georce Ford 
Luther F. Ueicle 

"1.Iethods of Social 8ervice" 
P£esentations by : 

Abraham Cronbach 
Eduard Roberts i _oore 
Edmund c:1aff ee 

"~ -ethods of Connnuni ty Cooperation." 
Presentations by: 

I~rris a. Lazaron 
I.iichael J. Ahern 
Lynn Harold Hough 



~ 6, 1936 

Dr. neon Y., Landia, Research S oret ry, 
The Natio l Conf ~rence of Jewe and Chri tinns, 
289 J'ourth Av mie, 
Kew York, N.T. 

tq- d- · r Dr.,: 

Please pardon the lon delay in 
anew rin& your let er. I have not been ••l l aD4 
m, correspondence ~ • lagged. I wlllh I were fr•• 
to av 11 rqaelt ot our kind inYi • ti n to parti
cipate in the seminar on the •Hi 1, rical Developmen\ 
or Religl oua Values in tile Nation• September 6. 
I would h ve re ded it a• a eat priTil ge to 
accept it. However, I plan to • abroad \h11 
aunmer and in all likelihJod twill ot r \urn 

til the middle or September. I must th re ore 
tor ego the i aure of bei ~ 11 i th y u. 

I tru t .. t I mq be of serv ce to you 
at aome future \1me. 1th all good •1•h••• I remaiA 

V ry cordially your1, 

AliStBK 




