
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series VI: Speaking Engagements, 1917-1964. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         200           75           275 
 
 

McKeesport, Pennsylvania, 1918-1952. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



. • arch 1 1 1 l . 

• urr Pai - 2 • • st. , 
ort, • 

o rr • anno' co • r n 1ork too r t. 

i . a. • 



UNION 
f - fl lhla tllrea Qlllbol1 llllehllalllr NL TEL 
.............. (number of _ _...._ AM 
Wfll)IIII lladly-.,. 0111•· 
wlllbelllnctw la Indicated by the 
QIIIINll__,lng aflar Ille check. NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT 

RECEIVED AT 5516 EUCLID AVE., CLEVELAND, OHIO 

88HU 20 7 EXA 

• 
GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

~CK E" PO T PA 1120A MAR 1 1918 
I 

RA I . A S I LV ER 

CLEVE LAN OH I 0 

Form 1204 

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL 

DayMIISIII 

Day Letter Blue 

Night Mesage Nite 

Night Letter NL 
If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number al 
words)thl1ludaymeua11.0tller-
wise its character Is Indicated by the 
symbol appearlne after the check. 

NERCO h I TT EPA HEL UP IRE REP Y I .. ~E I ATE LY TO E _f_ER OF 20 

MURRAY A TET 

.. 
f" 

603 PETTY ST CK E PORT PA 

133P 



ARMIN H. FRIEDMAN 

A TTORNl!Y AT LAW 

211 Pl!OPLES BANK BLDG. 

~Kl!ESPORT, PA. 

Rabbi A.H. Sylver 
E. 55th and Central Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend:-

McKeesport, Pa. 
June 14, 1920 

Ere another week or so has naseed by you will be 
on your way across the 1ater. I tr~st that you will be 
able to fulfill the various u.nd rtakings which you are com­
templating and that your contact with the big men of Israel 
will bring you back to us, reinspired to do even bigger 
things, if that might be possible, for your people and your 
faith. 

Hoping that you have a pleaBant voyage and with many 
than {:s for your hospitable attentions t o me while in your 
midst, believe me to be 

Sincerely yours 
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s/10/22 

Babb1 A. ilatet 
sbeaport# Pa. 

Address Rabbi Silv•r~ ranoiaco, oar• 

Rabbi Jrartin Beyer, 3108 Jack•on St. 



Pp.id pg l,tte.r 

Rabbi ' A. iletet 
cKeesport, Pa. 

Ri:t bbi Silver pe.ased thro h Cleveland yesterday 
and I placed before hil!l your invitation for September 17th. 
He ,egret8 eaceedingl that it will be utterly im,.10 sil>le 
for him to mate any 6the·r out of town enge.gen-.ents for Septen-.ber 
or October. 

F. H. Jones. 



RABBI A.H.SILVERe 
THE TEMPLE 
CLEYELAND,OHI~• 

DEAR COLLEAGUE:-

MC'KEESPORTePAe 
JUNE 7THe 1923• 

PERMIT ME AT THE OUTSET TO EXTEND YOU ANO MRSeSILVER 
MAZOL TOVE GREETINGS AND PERSONAL BEST 'ISHES FOR THE HAPP.ESS OF THE 
NUPTIAL UNIONe 

YOU NO DOUBT REMEMBER OUR CONVERSATION LAST SUMMER ANO 
THE SUBSEQUENT CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO COMING OVER TO McKEESPORT TO I PARTICIPATE IN THE CORNER STONE LAYING CEREMONIES OF OUR NEW TEMPLEe 

IN REPLY TO OUR INVITATION 1 YOU EXPRESSED REGRET AT TOUR 
INABILITY TO MAKE THE TRIP TO OUR CITY OWING TO PREVIOUS LECTURE EN• 
QAQEMENTS OUT WEST ,euT YOU EXPRESSED~ OESIR~ : TO H~VE THE OPPORTUNITY 
Of TAKING PART IN THE DEDICATION PROGRAM LATERe 

WITH THE EDIFICE NEARING COMPLETION AND THE PROGRAM Of DEDIOATION 
ABOUT TO BE DRAWN UP,ITHOUGHT OF WRITING YOU AGAIN 1 AS A QENTLE REMINDER, or THE OPPORTUNITY THAT IS YOURS TO HAYE •ouR EXPRESS- WISHES FULLFILLED 

W~IIC NOT ONLY DESIRE YOUR PRESENCE - JHS IOY~THE DED• 
ICATl0'1,BUT PLAN TO HAVE YOU BE THE FESTIVE SPEAKER OF THE OCCASION• I NEEl.,.OT COUNT FOR YOU THE HOST OF ADMl~ERS AND FRl£NDS OF YOURS THAT 

ILL BE THERE TO MEET AND GREET YOU FROM PITTSBURGH AND VICINITYe 
THAT DAY WILL BE A GALA DAY IN LOCAL JEWERY 1 1NASMUCH AS 

THE TEMPLE IS A COMMUNITY MOVEMENT,IN WHICH ORTHODOX AS WELL AS REFORMED 
JEWS ARE KEENLY INTERESTED.LANO THESE ARE EXPECTEI TO TURN OUT IN NUMBERS 
TO ATTEND THE CELEBRATIOtwJHERE WILL ALSO BE IH ATTENDANCE MANY NOTABLE 
MEN ANO WOMEN,JEw4,8' ANO "C3N-JE~.._AS WELL

1
FROM THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE 

CITY or PITTSBURGH. 
IN THE EVENING~WE SHALL HAVE A BANQUIT THAT WILL ALSO SERVE 

AS A CONGREGATIONAL REUNIONe IT II OUR PLAN TO HAVE YOU DELIVER THE MAIN 
ADDRESS or THE EVENINQ AND CLOSE IT WITH AN APPEAL FOR FUNDS TO HELP THE 
TEMPLE REDUCE ITS BUILDING INDEBTEDNESSe 

IF YOU DECIOE TO ACCEPT THE INVl~AT'ION 1 AS I HOPE YOU WILL, 
YOU CAN SUIT YOURSELF·• EITHER DELIVER TWO AOORESSES 1 0NE IN THE AFTERNOON 
AND ANOTHER IN THE EVENING 10R SPEAK VtRY BRIEFLY FOR A FEW MINUTES IN 



( . > 

THE AFTERNOON AND •we- DELIVER THE MAIN ADDRESS AT THE BANQUET. 
00 NOT HESITATE TO WRITE ME WHAT YOUR FEES FOR SERVICES --~BE. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 1 LET ME STATE THAT THE CONGRtGATION 
IS A CONSERVATIVE CONGREGATION 1 USING THE JASTROW PRAYER BOOK AND 
CONDUCTING SERVICES WITH ORGAN ANO i,HOI~• THERE IS NO OTHER LIBERAL 
CONGREQATION IN THE Cl TY• THE NEW BUI LO ING WI LL COST ABOUT $1;5,000·•00 
Wt EXPECT ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED PEOPLE TO ATTEN THE BANQUET• 

ONCE MORE EXTENDING YOU FELl:ITATIONS ANO WITH BEST 
WISHES FOR THE ULTIMATE SUCCESS or YOUR OWN BUILDING PROJECJ ANO 
TRUSTING TO HEAR FROM YOU EARLY NEXT WEEK,1 REMAIN, 1 

FAITHFULLY AND CORDIALLY YOURS, 

,,. 

-
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urra)l ~. ~1st.et 
RABBI 

TEMPLE B'NAI ISRAEL 

AESIDINCE 

603 PETTY STREET 

BELL PHONE 2966- J 

rtabbi Abba H.Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland,Ohio. 

y De4r Rabhl Silver• 

McKEESPORT. PA . 6/20 /23/ 

Received your let~er and 
transmitted its contents to my committee. I need 
not tell yo1 how delighted its members ere to 
hear of your eaceptance. 

is . uguet 26th. 
The d~te eet for the dedication 

WishiT1.g y(l)u in the interim ~ 
delight~1l summer with Iota o re and recreqtfon. 

Very cordially yours. 

Jl}ll {led~ 
RAFF I TENPLE F TWKr ts11A.1!L. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS COR. LINCOLN AND SHAW AVES. 
FRANK R 8. KAl9LAN, PIIUIDINT 

EUGINE KROW, VICI PIIHIDINT 

■IMON KALK■TONE, TRIA•UHII 
HENRY FRIEDMAN, CHAIRMAN 

ABE M. SIMON 

MURRAY A. ALSTET, RABBI 

JO.El9H A. SIMON 
JACOB L., NAYHOU8I! 
OR. NOAH SUNSTl!IN 
CHA■. H, ROSENBLl!ET ilcEeespnrt, Ja., August2nd. 1923 J081!PH KALKSTONE 
DAVID SAMUELS 

MAX D. GRll!Nf'll!LD, SICIISTARY 

Rabbi A.H.Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
East 55th. St. , 
Cleveland,Ohio. 

Dear Colleague:-

Just a gentle reminder of the gala 

day coming in .c7.:eesport Jewery, the c1.edicc:tion of the 

new Temple on August 26th., and the bic banquet following 

in the evening at which you will be the festive speaker. 

The building itself is nearing complet 

ion and the pevple are eagerly looking forward to the 

opening of its doors. 

Trusting that you and yours are 

spending an enjoyabie summer,with personal regards, 

cordially yours, 

Rabbi !urra A.Alstet. 

P.S. - A few days before the 26th. I shall n-ite you 

again advising on the trip you are to make,railroad 

schedules and meeting at the stations etc. 
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3 . . . rill , 
Ch b r o o· n rce, 
cK es ort., Pa. 

Regr9t 
or any day t'hat 

5/2.6/ 24 
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ARMIN H. FRIEDMAN 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

211 PEOPLES BANK BLDG. 

MC:'KEESPORT. PA. 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

MY dear Rabbi:-

April 10th 
1 9 2 5 

MoXeeeport LOdge, Bo. 573, I.o.fl.B., of which I am still the executive head is planning an affair to celebrate its 21st anniversary and is to take place either towards the latter part of May or the first part of June, preferably on a Sunday evening. The date, howvver, is being left opened with a view of having you with us on that occasion to deliver the chief address. 

I quite realize that you are a very busy man and I am quite au.re that the response whioh you will receive will more than recompense for the sacrifice of your coming. 

Of course, you realize, that e are in no position top~ as large an honorarium as Pittsburgh could but will be able, I am sure, to take care of you satisfactorily on that score. 

I am greatly indebted to you for the success of the affair of last year when you were good enough to suggest to me Rabbi w.. H. Fineshriber ~ho came here and who, I am sure, was greatl.7 impressed with the ocoasion. I am enclosing a newspaper ~eport of Rabbi Fineshr1ber•s visit, so that, you can see for yourself that the affairs which we are putting on here are quite noteworthy. 

I trust that I will hear from you soon in the affirm­ative in which you shall give us the date when you can come here, so that we can go ahead •1th the necessary arrangements to make your com­ing an epochal event in the history of the Jewry in this section. 
Trusting- this letter finds you in the best of health, I am, 

AHF:ES 
ENCL-1 

Sincerely yours, 
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THE TEMPLE BROTHEROOD 
Temple B' • na1 Israel 

OFFICEltS: affiliated with 
WM. ,. BRODER 
PHILLIP KESSLER 
l~AAC BROWN 
~I ONEY A 1<4PLAN 
BEN BROWN 
Or. ,I. 0. FARKAS 
OSCAR FEINBERG 

PRESIDENT 
VICE-PRESIDEPlT 

TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

Rtp. TEMPLE BOARD 
EX-OFFICIO 

DIRECTOR 

i h · r 

, ... - .. 
.J 

McKEESPORT, PENNA. 
OHICE OF THE SECRETARY 

523 Wa'nJt Strut. McKte$port. Ptnna. 

... 
r .. 

... i r:c .r . .J y . r 

l 

J . 

ADVISORY BOARD: 
SAM. H. HIRSHBERG 
JOSEPH ODLE 
JOSEPH KAPLAN 
ARMIN H. FRIEDMAN 
Dr. ALLEN SAFIER 
RALPH KAMINSKY 
JOEL HARRIS 

. .. 

Meetr first and third Wednesday, 8:30 o'clock, at Temple B'nai Israel 

DIRECTOR 
DIRECTOR 
DIRECTOR 
DIRECTOR 
DIRECTOR 
DIRECTOR 
DIRECTOR 
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TELEPHONES 

2-3632 • 3-8322 

WOLLI KAELTER 
RABBI 

PMON E 8·2783 

ISRAEL TABATSKY 
CANTOR 

PM ONE 8·4345 

TEMPLE B'NAI ISRAEL 
536 SHAW AVENUE 

McKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA 

July 29, 9 52 

The ... ev . r . bba Hillel Silver 
The Te le 
Cleveland, Oh.io 

De~r r . Sil er : 

The eek- 6nd of September 5 - 7 .1ill be obse ved by Temple 1 1a 
Israel of .icKee ort to celebrate three joyous occasions : 1 . the 
ortieth nni ersary o~ the foun ·n o the con r e at·on; 2. the 

thirtieth annivers r oft e a in oft e corne st~nA oft e re -
ent Templ; 3. the dedication of a ne ~ sc ool buildi • 

r . Free of been ask d to 
service Fri y ni t and ~o 
yout ervice turday nornin 
··,ill s are the honors at the 

preach the 
ne hew, 
• For e 
e ic tion 

ser on at the anniver ary 
ol, 1 peak t the 
ab i t1e con~regation 

s Sund Y• 

G. J. SELKOWITZ 

EXEC. SE CRETARY 

On b ~alf of he con ttee , I hou d li e t extend to you an invit -
tion to be ~hes e kPr at the bcnruet at e nka ·a Sund y ni 1ht, 
hich ·11 climax the entire program. 

1a I add that I ould consi er it a personal avor if you ould 
find it possible to accept this invitation . Temple B1rai Israel is 
a relat vel/ recent affi i<te of the Union and constitu .. es an islan 
of liberalis in a co unity ich has three ortho ox congre ations . 
The mess~ee of a vital, ivin Judaism, as it comes from our inspired 
per onality , is sorel n eded here . asides , I carnot thjnk of anyone 

.., ho could dramatize ore si nificantly the chllen ·e of Jewish education 
hich the neff school facilities flin at our Temple family . 

Connection bet, een Pit; u 
could see to it t t ou coul 
should • :ish. 

n CJNel nd are re ~t ive y oo 
eturn the e the s n~ even·n i 

n 'Je 
you 

I ould appreciate hear· nc• o you t your e r i est con enience so 
that our co · tee ma lan accordin ly . 

ith best ~ishes or a pens nt an restfu s 
I am 

Sincere y, 

er, kin es re ards 

WA~ 
bi ~olli Kaelter 



Rabbi Woll.1 bsltar 
Temple B1nai Ierael 
S.36 Sha Avenue 
Mc t, Pellll811 van1a 

Dear Rabbi laelter, 

Juq 30, 19S2 

In anawr to ,-our letter of Juq 29 iRvi ting Babbi Sllv• 
to epe k, I a sol'T7 to 1.nlom J'OU that hC'I 1s vacat.1 on,nc 
in Europe and ia not expected to retum witU the nrn 

k cf September. 

• thou8h hie secret.&!71• now alao on vacat1011, up011 
ohecking Rc.1.bbi Silver's date book I find that be baa 
aeveral cqre0 a.tional wddinga scheduled tar the 
ennin ot September 7th. r. theretare, ~ 
think that Rabbi Silver v1ll be umble to accap\ yov 
kind inT.I. tation. 

Ruth L. H1rach 
Secret..,- to labbi Stem 

(IWI) 
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TE:LE:PHONE:S 

2-3632 • 3-8322 

WOLLI KAEL TER 
RABBI 

PHONle 8·2783 

TEMPLE B'NAI ISRAEL 
536 SHAW AVENUE 

McKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA 

A t 11, 1952 G. J. SELKOWITZ 
E:XEC. SECRHARY 

ISRAEL TABATSKY 
CANTOR 

PHONle 8-4345 

Te e . r . bba illel Sil er 
The Te le 
Cleveland, 0 io 

Dear Dr . s·1v • • 

h8n1 ou for the o:rrrnt res one to our let er of u y 9, throu~ 
the medium of your- a ficient of cc t , in ic t ·ng t t you o 1 
be un ble to cele rate~ ·th us on un en·n, Se tember 7t6, as 
uest s .eaker . 

In vie· of. our commitm:1nts at that t·1 e, e e ch n ed the te to 
the 10eken of October 3 t1ro oh t.e 5th, in anticip tion o your join­
in ·'1ith us, Temple B' ai I rael, on October 5th as spe . ker t th ban-
auet ic il c imax t ortiet ~nni ersar· oft e foun ·ng of e 
c n re tion, he thirtieth anniversar: of the 1 y·n oft e corn rstone 
and the de~ication of a ne~ school building . 

Upon return rorn your action, nill you please "nfo mus at once · e~her 
this ate iscon enient for ou. 

Since ·ely, 

l,l)dli~ 
abbi ·olli aelter 
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September S, 19S2 

Rabbi Wolli Delter 
Te!lll)le B1nai Israel 
536 Shaw Avenue 
cleeaport, Penn8'Ylftn1a 

)IJr dear Rabbi belt.er, 

Upon 'lfll' return troll lurope thia morning, I found your com-­
mum.cation ot Juq 29th and Au t 11th. inviting me to 
acklreea a banquet celebrat nc th 4oth l1 rsary or t 
.... ounding of ur congre t on. It - •l v g1ven me rrre t 
pleasure L~d to be w1:th l'OU• ortunately-, -:q achedu).a 
of congregational Retinties durj_ng the month o! October is 

o full that i i hrpos _ble for t le t'lt? city. 
want to extenc! to you and the menber of TP.~le B1na1 Iara.el 
rq heartiP t telieitat1. ns am best wishe for many y, ars ot 
servioe 1n ./'our coocmni ty. 

With all good wiehlle tor a 'ffr"1 haPP1 Rn Year, I Nll&in 

lloat cordial~ yours, 

ABBA HILIEL SILVD 
AHS1er 




