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Zionist Federation of Australia and New Zealand 
PHONE· CENT. A305 77 BOURKE STREET, 

MELBOURNE. C .1 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS · 

"ZIONITA"' 

OUR REF. No 632/52 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver , 
1961 Shaker Boulevard, 

aker Heights , 
c1u-v~LAJD , Hio , -q.s .. 

Dear Rabbi , 

23rd October 1952 

It is my privilege to extend to you, on be alf' of the Zionist 
Federation of Australia and Neu Zealand, a most cordial invitation to 
visit ustralia for a period of a ;eek to ten days bet een 15th - 25th 
April, 1953, and to be the Guest of Honour at the Israel Independence Day 
Celebrations which will be held in the .ajor cities of ustralia in that 
period. 

It has been our custom, in line it1 Je" sh communities and tJ.1e 
Zionist iovemcnt all over the 1orld, to hol large-scale celebration 
functions in all dtates of ustralia on or ve close to the 5th Iyar each 
year since the establis ent of the State of Israel . These celebrations 
have taken varying forms ranging from pageants to .ass public eatings, 
and we have succeeded in establishing this occasion ~s the tost important, 
best org· 1ised, idely sup: orted, n.nd attended event in our conL.lunal 
Calendar. 

t 11ost of our previous celebrations the highlight .. as been an 
address y a leading overseas or "'ustralian Je ish personality as for 
instance last year ihen 1e . ad the Jrivilege of avin ,ith us t e 
Very nev. Dr. Israel Brodie , Chief abbi of the ritish 1 1pire. The 
functions the1nselves are prepared aany onths in advance , are held int e 
largest, r,1ost digni ied aall available , i .e. last ear's 1as held in the 
J.elbourne To n Hall - acco oda ting approximatel 2, 5 0 people, a d are 
ell publicised. 

This year (5713) 1e proposed to enlarge the scope of our 
celebration even further and have hired t' e .elbourne ~xhibition Buildin -
the hall of ni-h ca.11 accommodate anything from 4000/5000 people - for the 
20th ·pril, 1953. 

Similar plans are in preparation in other large Je -dsh centres 
in ustralia and we uill ensure t &tall t1e celebrations are co-ordi nated 
to take place on successive evenings of the same week , i.e. Saturday, 
18th - Thursday, 23rd, so that, should you be able to accept our invitation, 

vou 



-' 
- 2 

er. 6.32/52 (contd). 23rd October, 1952. 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

you can?e present at each of the celebrations. 

We would like to point out that there are five ajor Jeuish 
centres in ustralia, all about two hours' air-travelling diste,.nce apart 
and that it would therefore not cause you undue discomfort or difficulty 
to participate in all five celebrations. The ionist Federation of 
Australia and 1 e , Zealand iill be ppy to cover all travel, accom.mociation 
and other expenses connected ith their invitation and earnestly ope 
that ustralian J e rry ill have the honour of el coming you here . 

.-le ask you, hen considering our invitation, to bear in mind 
the fact that ustralia is far removed from other large Jewish centres, 
and a visit by a orld-famous Jewish personality like yourself would do 
a great deal towards stimulating and inspiring eater efforts in all 
phases of Je1ish and Zionist endeavour, and ould particularly enhance the 
likelihood of maximum financial aid to Israel through the United Israel 
ppeal, ~hich will corm ence in ustralia shor.tly after•your visit. 

We are most anxious and eager to ha e your acceptance and to 
welcome you here . The period we ave sugge tea, i.e. 7 - 10 days is only 
a minimum one- and we ould be delig1ted if you could afford and arrange 
to spend a longer time here which 1ould give us the opportunity of 
acquainting you wit1 our Jewish and Zionist problems and of ving your 
valued advice on the conduct of our affairs. 

You will understand that time for adequate preparations for 
the Independe ce Day celebrations is vital to us and et erefore take 
t e liberty of requesting that you cable us as soon as ossible in reply 
to our invitation. 

ith ionist greetings, 

Yours sincerely, 

• ZIO IST F 'DE . T;:;:T 

,,1.:· . • 
p 

LI & ~ .z. 



HoYellber 20, 1952 

irr. s. ll)w, PrUident 
Zionist ,-ctuauon ot 
Aullt.l'IIUI and H• zeal and 
77 Bourlm Stnet 
llelboume, c. 1, Aunnl.1a 

)I)' dear llr • .,_, 

I appnoiat.e WrJ' IIUOh 10111' kind letter of ootober 23rd and 
ywr p-aoioue imitation wbioh you extend to• on behalf~ 
tt. Zioai•t hderat.ion ot lunnlia and W. fA&lam t,o Yiait 
Aunralia be••n tlw ]5th and 2Stb ot April next 7-.r. 1' 
would ruMI P,ftn • anat pl.euUN indl1d it I •re in poai­
\ion to aooept, JQ1r inYi.tation. I ha lofll wn1ied t.o vl1il 
Auetralia and W.W Z•land and to bee acquainted with the 
JMriilh OOlllllmit1•• then, and ot c-· .. - -, with the oOllll\rie■ 
theullTN. I do hope that fortune will JIIYOI' - in the not­
too-di■-nt Mun eo that I llaJ' be able to do just \bat. un­
tor\unatel.1', thl■ comng llpJ'in1 I • so bean~ oci 1tted to 
important enp-ma in rq on cne 11n:lty and 1n other pane 
ot the md.ted State• that I cannot, '-- on an ••-• whiob 
would \ala• out ot the tbd.tecl state• tor taro or tbl'N week•• 
Perhape ■01111 future year I _,. be able t.o oom to you. 

Pl••• 0011ft7 rq deep appno1at.1on to thl Zioni■ta of ;your 
hden.~on tor their oordial ilffilation. 

W1 th wuweat nprda, I reaain 

Very e1noere~ ours, 

ABBA HILmt SILVIB 
AHSaer 



TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL 
LIBERAL SYNAGOGUE MELBOURNE 

RABBI'S OFFICE 

L A 3730 

De2,r Dr . 3 il ve1· , 

78·82 ALMA ROAD, 

ST.KI LOA, S. 2. 

12 t__ anuar ,/ 

.. s C. __ • rnan o_ the Ee ..... 'i __ stlc ..... ard of th 
·ust al: a.n Union for ro'"'ressive Ju .:. : , I een asked t 
enquire ·w 1e t· er t._er , ou. e any ... o i 1-.1 ~ 1 it o~ arra.ngine; for 

ur isit , as guest on r t the Jul ~lee ·1, Jr~.ti ns . _our 
na , as one of t ... e '.Tor d- am us lea ers of Zio· i an· ~i bera_ 
Judaism in the nited States , was suggeste as soon a the iirst 
discLss~ s fo the Tu ee were hel . This is no et a for a_ 
invi tati , ..,uL ra ·her in Lhe n·.ture of , n en uir , as we woul like 
to lmo,·1 \•1...1e t 1er ou woulr consider visi t:Ln us in 195 . 

I understand that the Zio• ist moveme t also s 
r ached ou ·1th a request t visi L, t_ : s countr ar 1 , as one who 

is clso actlve in·:· v Zion st fi 1 , I would deem it a ·,rivilege • 
i .... cuss a renewal of their invi c t.~nn _ or 195½- if ou were to give 

me )ermissio1 'o do so . Your vis · t c,.., ~l e arr nge in the 
·ericai ,..,ummer mont .s (Ju1 or u .., t ) and , if ou would consider 

comi 1c " a i r , need 01 l eep ., ou aH". :r n erica or a e1:? wee ts , 
the "ir tri itself taking 22 days . 

I t is ro osed to com ine e ither the laing of the 
foundation stone for a n w Tern l e in lielbou ·ne, or t:_e a c tual 
consecration of that building , with the Ju i l ee Celebrati ns . 
vis i t :..rom a e:reat J ewish leader like ours elf woul d ea ... owe r ful 
stimulus to Jewi s life general ly in this continent and in ·articul· r 
to Li eral Ju a sm and t ... e cause of Zio1ism . 



i ver . 2 . 

~ d , ex ect t_ u reme 
re r~ go when ssin t' rou lev lan . 
o see e _or . litcle w' i.e and I still re 

de iE?l t . 

• 

v·· • t O 70U t 
u were ci us 

em er Qr eetin 

o ing that ou .a' gi~e our in- · ta~ · on 
consir e ... a tion , 

ur favou a· e 

I remai. , 

it... . "mest eoar s , 

.,. urs ver r sin ere ", 

T .... 



CLASS OF SER.VICE 

This is a fall-rate 
T legram or Cable- ,,,.-
gram u:i "ss its de- • 
ferred ci:,aracter ·sin­
dicated by a suitable 
ayrnbol above or prc-
ced Ing the :iddrcss. 

WESTER 
UNIO; ; 

FX-1201 

LT=Inr'l L,·ttcrTcl~ram 

VLT=lm'1 Victory Ltr. 
W , P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

Tho tilmg t~mo shown in the <!Ate line ou tclegr:11:n:1 and day le&i.ers iti STAl'\D , RD TIMI~ nt point of origin. Til.Qa o[ receipt is 1-\T \ ~)A.HD Tl~U·: :jpoi°{) 1~ I~ tino.tion 
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o, SFR003 41 I TL O SF MELBOURNE VI RCA 21 

RPDLRS ·p SILVER (DLR 22)= 

1HE JEMPLE ANSELLRD CLEVELANDOHIO= 

UNDERSTAND YOU NG TRAL ZIONISTS 19,5 STOP 
CORD I ALLY RENEW OUR I NV 1 fAf I ON .0 BE KETN TE SPEAKER 

. 
JUBILIE CELEBRAT ON AU~TRAL.IAN IBERAL JUDAISM Sf()p .. 

PLEASE ADVISE APPROXIMATE DATE AND LENGTH YOUR STAY , 
' -

~ETTER ~OLLOWIHQII, . 
SANGERa 

TUE COMPANY WILL AI'l> .ECIATE SUGGEST O!lli3 FRO.M IT::3 P.I.T.iw.·:::; CO.'CER. r.·c IT3 SERVICE 
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S ~ CLA004 79/77 TF ~R INTL SYDNEY I I " PP nrT 1 5 1 7?Q 

RPDLRS2 . 5? LT RA Fl SILVER 

DLR 1 981 0 SHAKER OllLEVAPTIE , LE 'E /\ JD OH I n 

Y EYECUTIVE EXTENDS CORDIAL INVITATION ,4RS SIL 1ER 

YOURSELF VISIT AUSTRALIA FOR ELE'RR Tl TE TH 

ANNIVERSARY ANTI OPEN! G UNITE ISRAEL P E 
' J 

LL 

FIVE AUSTRALIAN STATES ND NE ZE L N STn SIi ,H VISIT 

TO co~~ENCE APRIL 22N , FOR~ INI IJM STAY THREE !EEKS 

STOP YOUR PRESENCE \A'()lJLD A D ENOR AOUSL Y TH IS HI 3TOR I , 

OCC SION AND AUSTRAL I N JE RY VOULD ~RE~TLY /\PPRErt~TE 

THIS HONOUR HOPE YOU ACCEPT PLEASE C~ LE ZIO JIT 

SYDNEY ----- ~AX FREILICH PRESIDENT BIONIST ~E ERL\TI J 

N AUSTRALIA NE tZEALAN 





ZIONITA SYDNEY 
SYDNEY AUSTRALIA 

Def 'd. Cable via W.Un. 

Oct. 16, 1957 3 :00 Rl 

DEEPLY HOOORED YOUR INVITATION HOWEVER WILL BE IN ISRAEE. AT 

f.'f THAT TIME. WARM~T REGAROO. 

RABBI SILVER 




