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Rabbi Allba H. Silver 
19Jl0 Shaker lvd. 
Cleveland, vhio 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA, NORMAN, OKLAHOMA 

Box 543, Faculty '- _nange 
December 20, 1956 

In reply to your telephone conversation m..th o co~ representative, Lon Leva, 
may I take this opportunity to outline the program of the 1957 Conference on 
. eligion which will be held m-ch 3rd through 7th. 

The Conference on .. eligion is an inter-deno1T".ina tional endeavor to present to 
the students of the University an opportunity to gain new perspective and new 
scope in the area of religion. In essence, wnat we are trying to do is to stimu­
late religiots awareness and concern and thus enable the student to better incor­
porate relieion into his life. 

Tne titlb of COR this year is II o •an is an Island," reflecting our tneme, 
" an in Relation: to nimself, to society, and to God. 11 In this we hope to point 
up the fact that man lives and thrives in co u ity, that man must relate if he 
is to achieve any degree to fulfilment o h. self. 

In man's relation to himself, we are concerned to present the Biblical co~ -
cept of man, and further to examine the situa tic,n o man as he is in his finit,eness 
and his uncert • ty. . e furtner seek to know the value of self-awareness• 

In man 's relation to society we desire to explore the meaning of community. 
Under this heading, also, we wish to exa~i.~e o present day social scene, to 
see man as he lives under pressure, to see man as he seeks security, fulfilmeit. 

In m I s relation to God, we ropose to ask what man conceives God to be. 
Further, we ask ihat does it mean to say wear related to God. And relevant to 
present day thi.."lki g, we wo d ask, "Does man need God?" t the same time we 
would like to as , wna t a1 e the responsibilities d duties o a an in right 
relation witn God? 

Please understand that these are only s gestions to give you some idea of 
our thinkinr on the subject. • e certai."11 ~ant you to approach ties ject on 
any basis that ¥OU desire , and to resent whatever ideas that yo wisl. You might 
wish to center your discussions in 01e particular area of' the theme, for instance, 
man in relation to God, or you might wish to approach the subject f rom the broader 
viewpoint o the enti e t eme. This matter is entirely up to you. 

I enclosing copies of the brochures ·or C forte pact two y wnich 
may give you a bett r idea o the t e of pro r that we present. The p:rograr for 
the 1957 CR will o course be dif erent in iany details, but the saine eneral 
proced e will be followed. 
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UNIVERSITY OF" OICLAHDMA, NORMAN, OKLAHOMA 

abbi All a H. ilver 

'·le would like £or you to conduct a seminar eacn afternoou, 1·i.onday thro c:rh 
Thursday. The title of seminar is probably a _1 isnomer, since t1e attendarice in 
recent years has been so lar6e tiat a true seminar could not possibly be held. 

1 The procedure has been that tne speaker SJoke abo~t 45 minutes , and tnen the 
students present were given the op~ortun Lty to ask questiGns . Thursday morninP, 
you wil l be scheduL.:-d to deliver a platform ad--ress . In additior.. , there. will be 
some classroo disc-ssions , and several other speaii.g events . 

Since our . Christmas vacation is be~inning son, will you please re9ly to 
1r . Len Leva, 1502 Arlington, Lawton, klaho a . 

e certai l y are ho ing that -yo will be able to participate i.11 - e onference . 
Your contribution to t e conference will be of tremendous val..ie to t e students 
nere , a d we will oe hon red if Jou cari cu .. e . 

jj/sd 

Sincerely yours , 

~~ 
James c. Jo so 
General _a· r.11ian 
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Dtteellber 2h, 19S6 

llr. J-• c. Johneob 
General Cbai'.'NII.D 
~rm an P.eliglcm 

_,, --lair--Shl. Pacult1 obanp 
lJniwrsit7 ot Oklah0111 
Woi•n, Olrlah011& 

dear • Johnson, 

Thank you to.,. ur ,n..A,,6,_ letter ~ ~ra:.mber 20th. should Yer'7 
•ch like to coae• but I ha one through enp nt book 
and ... ind hat am al d up in t.he sprinc 
110nths to tak T'\ftn·•-. ----- ~ ea. 

I am sorry t I r. not ot el 
t,o OS ly. 

i th armeat, reg-d.rda and all good hes, I re•in 

at cordiily o •• 




