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Rabbi A.H. Silver 
246 East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silve~, 

Olivet Colle e 
Olivet, Lichigan 
... ar~h 11, 1946 

Our chapel co _ttee , a student roup in 
the nain, is extend:n ts dut es beyond the 
plann of chapel services al'"'ne. It is vork-
ing iith so e tovnspeople to bring leadin re-
liv ious in i viduals to t e co lJ.e 0 e co .nrnunity for 
worship services the f rst Sunday even .... n n each 
no th. 

Can yo rran e to be _n thiQ ser.:. es on 
A 9r 11 7 ? e reall.ze that t late date 
at ID ch to e.sk you to come, u.:r project ls 
newly plenne and we sincere l ope OU ca:i. spe k 
for us on the date .• di cat ed. 

The service w_ll begin at 7:3, 
mot vesner services, ill be rathe~ s~ 
I yo have any su est ons as to s _ec le 
to nclude ~n the rsh p pro .... ram ·,e h 11 
them, howerer. 

l __ ke 
planned. 
te s 
elco e 

I am ne·i in t l .s sect on of the countr r. 
But I have heard my collea~ues and nany of our 
st dents speak so h bhly of you that I am lad 
to concur ln the 1r r1v t tion to ou . 

Since ely yours, 

ennett 
of Re] • ion 



roteseor John • Be nett 
Olivet Coll go 
OliTet, ichi 

de r r~tesaor ~ennetta 

I dee l reel te yvur Kind letter d 
your inYi tion to address etin under t • 
uapices ot ur c apel oo ttee on un a ~enin , 

April 7. I r l onored t. t ou ve invit a 
I iah & re free to ccept ur 1nvit· t1on. 

Untortun tely I o • v1ly c~ t or ·tJ • r er 
of e son 1 t I ca ot in ju tic to ys lt 

ny addition 1 obl t ona. ? r t ome 
I may be le to be ot ervio• 

1th 11 o 1she , illld in t 
our r t.e curt•• ot ~ ur invi ti.on , Ir 

o t cordiall . Jurs , 

H aB 



OLIVET COLLEGE , 
OLIVET. MICHIGAN 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi S 11 ver, 

June 18, 1946 

Last year we had an exchange of letters in which you indi­
cated that you would come to Olivet this year if we could 
arrange a suitable time. 

The Student Relations Committee is planning a program of 
religious activities for the next school year which we hope 
will be far rr~ore significant than the usual "religious em­
phasis week." The program includes, among other plans, a 
vesper prcgr8.L"ll far the fir st Sunday evenin of each month -
a college and commun ty assembly. e are interested in having 
men come to the campus who are e~_nently able to present re­
ligion as a rr~tter of personal devotion and social action. 

We want you for om of these services, preferably February 2, 
1S47. e should like for you to delver the sermon at the 
vesper service and then participate in a forum later in the 
evening. If it is possible, we should like to have you re­
main for another day or two in addition to meet with indi­
viduals and small groups of students for further discussions. 

You will know best what theme to develop with the colle e 
group as a whole. Our students are very able intellectually, 
and they have the usual skepticism about religion in general 
and organized religion in particular. We have a relatively 
large number. of Jewish students here and I often feel that 
they are particularly lacking in the matter of moorings. 
Perhaps they are only rrore vocal and frank in their analyses. 
At any rate, we should like for you to have them in mind in 
your viait, particularly in relation to the informal discussions. 

If you cannot come at the time suggested, will you please 
indicate another time so that we may arrange our schedule 
accordingly? We can work out the details later, and I am 
sure that we can make a. satisfactory arrangement concerning 
honorarium and expenses. Please let me hear from you at your 
ear lie st convenience. 

John B. Bennett 
Professor of R_el 1g ion 



June 22, 1946 

rof'esaor John B. Bennett 
Olivet Col ege 
011 vet, '1c£ ·nn 

My de r rotesaor DeD..t.i tti 

Id ly .. reci t Jo r k~ 
in to co o li et Colle~e 

t as ur• ., ou tn ifl I ere • 11 
add1t1ollbl l cture no· e ts r 
I ould ost ha. to co t 
been c: µailed to ecliJ e 
normal oon tions I ould 
hc.v . n7 co itments 1n c. • cti 
situation over and 1n Pilestine 

on ad ·tin l re onsibiliti 3. 
th• cGWitr~ dur1n t ide past :,e son 
be again for ood part ot thie 
ur t you 11 undere .. and. 

e ... s 1n ::..n ting•• 
I uld like 

pt 
in , aon 
it ... , I h ve 

ch wider 
• t. X 

ish 
ble to 

t c out or 
.. t va to 
y ar. I aa 

1th all good . • hes. I r in 

SaBI 




