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RABBI HARRY S. MARGOLIS 
PADUCAH. KENTUCKY 

Rabbi bbc;;, H.Sil ver , 
The mempJ e , 
Cl eveland ,Ohio . 

De~.r Silver : 

., ove1. ber D , l 9' ., L1 . • 

ou v-iJ 1 r ~cE~lJ. th .t about o I rote 
ou to det r .. ~1ine if ou could r r1·c n , e to address 

ry con r sa.tion onetime .t :voux convenie ce . I 1_ 
repl inc , ou stc~ted the..t .. ou coil not co_.1e ere 
o,;rinE to the re,· ure o-f du ~ie~ c.;onnected ·;i th t 1e 

builc-inc; of the Te1 ... ,le but as s )n P .. ~.; the Ten: le 
!c~S GO! )leted .,,ou \", ould tr- to c.ke ...,l'l'c:.Il ..,i.1 ,l t - ., 

to come here . Do JOlJ think ou co11ld co_ e here 
in Janucry on your w .,,- to the St .Lo..1io co ve .tio:r.? 
ou Pee v:e --.re onl one hu· d.rec c.nd J~ifty , iles 

a7ay from St.Louis. 

Al though re c..,re r. ~d to off er you he 
attractive , onet2 .. ry inc...tic e -ntrJ that c,re fo t 1condnw 
from l(;~rcer co:· . uni ties , e re will in to offer rou 
one hundred dollc,rs D.nd e '"pensec: if y u wil l con
Eent to ..... ddress our Tem ... le 1 orun, ,v· lie~_ is bein 
ponsored by our en ' s Club . Our neet in ,.::· n.i. 6ht i s 

Sundc.y night but 1ve c r e 'ill int to .;Jet the dc .. y c.nd 
d~te to meet your conve 1ience c.S -r:e re oing in 
the e,f;e of Re.bbi Si .10n of ashin2,ton , ·,,ho is our 
first Fort . spea.ker of the nef ...,on. 

If you find it i m ... oc"ible to (;o.me here in J 2nuc.ry , 
ho ·1 bot t Fcbruc.ry or arch? 

rusting you c~n se your w:y clecr to come er e 
end c:.::surin -ot. •''-- a. or,t cor ial uel come , ith 
best wishec to you c,nd rs . il ver , I am 



Dec aber 1 htb 
192' 

Babbl rrJ • MalrKVll•• 
Pa4uoab 9 Kentuclq. 

._v.,_ anawer your lett r 
the !lope that 1 oulcl b 'ble to ork out a, 

111 uoh wq aa to 'b altl to o te 
you on w to th ·t.Loill• Colff ntlon. I tlm. 
bavlra·v re t t I ahtlll •• to be In t.Lo OD 

Jld , Jq r:, lit to 01>tlll ,i.e oaa l of t 
eatllle t.oratloll • mut baCk 

to Cln 1 ln t tor 117 a. ;y •"lee. 

I ahall do utmost to c to 
~ou SOiie tl ln the upr1ng, r. pa t th a 
tble 1ng 1n a tflll other towna In our n 1 hbor
hood. I ehall let ,011 Jmow later wheth r l cam 
mall:e 1 t and ·h •• 

• 1th ltlDcl at ard.•• I lteg to 



WALLERSTEIN BROS. 
I NCORPORATED 

DICTATED BY HLW/RG. 

Rabbi Abba Silber, 
Clevelend, Ohio~ 

..___ -------

J WALLERSTEIN 
PRESIOENl 

M . B WALLERSTEIN 
Sf:CTY-TREAS 

H . L . WALLERSTEIN 
VICE PRCS 

M . H . WALLERSTEIN 
VICE PRES 

PADUCAH, KY Dec • 15. 19 25. 

Dear Re.bbi:-

It is an extreme favor I am about to ask, but 
before so doing will pref~ce same \1i. th a hit of detail. 

Four years ago when Rebbi Margolis came to our 
Congregation, he organized a Man's Club and Temple Forum -
open both to Jew and Non-Jew. 

You probably know that Rabbi Margolis is not 
officiating with our Congregation, having accepted the pulpit 
of Temple in St. Paul. 

Though we are without a Rabbi spiritual leader, we 
the ~en's Club of Temple Israel are attempting to carry on our 
Temple religious work (until we can get a Rabbi) end also to 
continue to conduct a Forum and what I\ ill ask of you is this, 
we are most anxious to have you as a Forum speaker at a time to 
suit your convenience during January, February or M&rch. We heve 
a limited fund available for speaker's fee. 

We trust you will find it possible to grant us the 
opportunity of hearing yo~ ~sour Forum spesker this se3Fon. Ve 
are 

Moat sincer ly, 

"\ 
Temple Israel Forum Com. 

'_' -the Sto1~e 1¥z"tlt a CoTtscience.'' 



r. H. L. lerateln, 
care all en teln Broa. , 
Paduo&b, KentUOQ• 

1" dear Ir. ....11 r•tein, 
. 

I wish I could a ., my w y clear to 
ocept the kind inTi tatlon oontalneci ln your let

ter of Dec l,er tittMnth to addres• your:!llldits 
0111b 101\De but I tbd 117eelt w17 btaTlly burdened 
with speaking engagemonta and oannot accept all¥ 
additional d·te tor this a aon. 

Perbapa aaotltir ••••o• 111111¥ off r 
opportunl ty tor me to 1ene ¥OU. 

Veey 1 nc rct ly youn , 



PAOUCAH1S LEADING HOTE.L 

E I.HAST[NG S, 
MANAGER 

J>ADl. C .. AII,KY. 
EUROPEAN 

- ··· -
125 ROOMS - 100 BATHS 
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Rabbi Harry L. Rio ond, Temple Ira l, 
Paducah, Ky. 

1 de abbi R10hmond: 

T you very muoh for y ur kind note of oh 15th. 

I ieh I re free to nocept your invit tion to a dre a The en's Club. Unfortunately, I must return to Olevel nd 1 d1 te fter my v11Je ad r 

1th 1 r d tru.st1n t t you e , I to re in 

V ry incer 1, 

A : B 



MORRIS w. GRAFF. RABBI 

Dear Friend, 

\ -Wemple c3f srarf 
BROADWAY AT SEVENTH 

PADUCAH, KY. 

December 5 1955 

M. SIMON, P111:s101tNT 

J. J. GRUENEBAUM. SltCRll:TAIIY 

l e are eagerly looking for,,a.rd to your 
visit on the seventh of next• month. I hc1.ve never recRived 
from you your subject or list of subjects. What are you 
speaking on in Memphis? 

I wonder if you will do me another 
persone.l favor? v;ould you please make a brief te.lk at 
a combined luncheon of the Lions and Rotary clubs? Both 
of these groups have loyally supported the Forum and in 
appreciation of their aid I likP- to have the spee.kers 
appea.r before them at a noon meeting. Others on our 
programs have complied ith this request and1 I hope that 
you will do likewise. 

By way of information, there is a 
7:10 P. M. B&O train out of Cincinnati that has a special 
Paducah sleeper attached at Louisville. This is the 
best connection between Cincinnati ana Paducah. 

What did you think of Revusky's book 
"Jews in Palestine 11 ? Personally, I liked it very much 
but would like your opinion. 

Ruth joins in sending best personal 
greetings. Give Mel Harris our regards. 

Sincerely yours, 



. 

MORAIS W . GRAFF, RAIIIII 

t ear Friend, 

BROADWAY AT SEVENTH 

PADUCAH, KY. 

December 25 1955 

M . SIMON, P1tll:SIDll:NT 

J . J . GAUENBAUM. SECIIETARY 

After discussing the subjects, 
"The lige of Dictators" and II Some Aberrations of our 
Day II with various forum patrons I find them botil very 
popular. ( In the case of the second subject I know a 
lot of dictiona_ries ould have to be consulted!) Our 
forum audiencesare composed for the most part of lawyers, 
doctors, teachers and others who have had a fairly good, 
liberal education. It's really a pretty intelligent 
group. 

So far this year we have had 
Senator La.Follette who spoke on the national situation, 
and David Seabury who s poke on the subj ct, "lfow To 
Viorry Successfully." Your nddre~s concludes the 1955-6 
forum. It will intere t you to know that two days after 
your lecture here Dr. Townsend is scheduled to speak 
before a large public mass meeting sponsored by the 
local Townsend club. I dont kno ho many of the local 
Townsenditea are patrons of the forum. ( Perhaps you 
could discuss the Townsend Plan at the noon-day meeting.) 

I've mentioned all this because 
any subject that you prefer to speak on here is perf~£,tly 
acceptable with us. The above information might help:in 
making the selection for us. Tiill you please let me know 
at a very early date (a) the subject you think best for 
your engagement here,(b)the de£inite time of your arrival, 
and(c) if you will acdress the Lions and ltptary Clubs 
at noon? 

I am enclosing a letter ~hich 
I am sending this week to the m~ers of the Temple. I 
thought you would be interested in seeing it. 

With Happy Hanukkah greetings 
from both of us, 

Sincerely~ 



MORAIS W . GRAFF. RAl!ll!II 

Dear Member: 

l!IAOADWAY AT SEVENTH 

PADUCAH. KY. 

M. SIMON, PR1:•101tNT 

J . J . GAUENl!IAUM , 911:CRETARY 

I realize very well that most form letters are 
hastily thrown away. I usually do the same. But for several reasons, 
I am asking you to make an exception in this case. In the first place, 
It would be physically impossible for me to type a letter to each member 
of the congregation. Secondly, this is my initial written contact with 
the general membership of our Temple. Thirdly, I believe that I have a 
message deserving of your attention. 

If you are a faithful Temple-goer this letter is 
not particularly applicable. By attending Temple each Friday evening 
you are already doing what I am suggesting to all of Paducah's Jewry. 

It seems to me that most people simply fail to 
realize that religion is one of the vital needs of existence even as are 
food, clothing, shelter, light and air. Without these latter, you 
would certainly perish. You would not, therefore, deliberately go on 
a "hunger strike" or be hermetically sealed in a dark and airless room. 
But many of you will deprive yourself of spiritual nourishment and 
divine light. Physicial deterioration is not a swift and immediate 
process. Scientists estimate that you can live for many days without 
food. You can exist for many more on a minimum amount. Prisoners 
live for years in Stygian darkness. And likewise you may apparently 
live without religion for an indefinite period. But the effects of 
spiritual malnutrition will be written on your soul, as surely as 
physical malnutrition is written into the bones and sinews of your body. 

Even as a doctor is interested in your physical 
condition I am concerned with your spiritual development. If I had 
the power to prescribe for your spiritual heal th I would merely write: 
"TEMPLE ATTENDANCE--Take Regularly." Many of you were deeply im
pressed with David Seabury's recent Forum lecture particularly with 
his statements regarding the value of the confessional. I quite agree 
with him that ench individual should have an opportunity to unburden 
himself, for much personal value is derived therefrom. And yet, do 
you realize that such opportunity is regularly given to you if you will 
but s~ze it? What else are our Friday evening services with the Medi
tations, Silent Devotion\ Responsive Readings, and Prayers but 
moments of communion and confession? Whet,her you are a business man, 
profession9l, or retired, whether you are a housewife, teacher, 
parent, or child, you need confession periods, confession of the highest 
and purest type. confession with your people and with your God. You 
must not look upon our Prayer Book and services as part of a meaningless 
ritual but as fl solemn opportunity to give unto your soul a time for 
needed meditation, for offering a prayer of thanksgiving for the very 



joy of living, of communing with your finer self and with your Divine 
Maker. 

This advice I submit as your Rabbi and counselor. 
Won't you accept it in the friendly manner in which it is offered and 
comply with the suggest.ions? I do not promise any marvelous panaceas, 
nor do I guarantee a cure-all. But I do say that you can thus help 
yourself to one of the most useful a ids toward a happy and well balanced 
life. 

Please save and show this letter to others in 
your family and to your friends. 

I am, 
Faithfully, 

P. S. Realizing Israel's traditional "love of learning" and also the 
past inadequacy of Jewish education I am preparing for next month a 
series of lectures entitled "A BIRD•S-EYE VIEW OF JEWISH HISTORY." 
Like my course of addresses on "Palestine Today• this, too, will be 
popular in style. I plan to cover the entire field of Jewish history 
from the humble beginnings of the Hebrew nation through the emancipa
tion of the Jews in the modern world up to January 1936. The series 
will be divided into five integral lectures, each separate in itself. 
The materials for these sermons will be based for the most part on a 
recent book bearing the same title, "A Bird's-Eye View of Jewish 
History" by Dr. Cecil Roth and published by the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. This series will neither conflict with nor duplicate 
the Discussion Group sponsored by our Men's Club. 

LECTURE ONE--FRIDA Y, JANUARY 3 

ISRAEL 1600-586 B. C. E. 
The Birth of the Hebrew People 

The Establishment of the Monarchy 
Th Kmgdom of amaria The Kingdom of Judah 

The Prophets of Israel 
LECTURE TWO-FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 

THE JEW 586 B. C. E.-425 C. E. 
The Return from Exile 

The Struggle Against Hellenism 
The Hasmonaean State The Hegemony of Rome 
The Patriarchate The Mesopotamian Center 

The Development of the Talmud 
LECTURE THREE- FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 

DIASPORA 425-1492 
The Diaspora in Europe The Triumph of Christianity 
The Hegemony of Islam The Northern Centers 
The New Learning The Shadow of the Cross 
Th Social Revolution Expulsions and Per ccution 

The Crowning Tragedy 
LECTURE FOUR- FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 

THE BREAK OF DAWN 1492-1815 
Rcn1issance and Reformation The Lcvantine Refuge 
Poland (to I 648) Life in the Ghetto 
The Dawn of Liberty The Fall of the Ghetto 

LECTURE FIVE- FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 
THE NEW AGE 1815-1935 

Revolution and Emancipation 
Anti-Semitism and the New Diaspora 

A Ne World 
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MORRIS W. GRAFF, RA■■ 1 

'Ciremple ~srael 
BROADWAY AT SEVENTH 

PADUCAH. KY. 

llay 28 1955 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend and Colleagues 

M . SIMON, Pllll:91011:NT 
J. J . GRUENEBAUM . Sl:CRl:TAAY 

Since coming to Paducah 
five years ago I have always entertained the hope 
that someday I might be able to invite you to speak 
here. At last the opportunity has come for me to 
realize this hope. 

The Men's Club of the 
Temple is now preparing its annual Forua program. 
'l'he Forum lectures are sponsored by the Men'a Club 
as a result of ay suggestions made a few years back. 
That the programs have proven to be a success is a 
source of great joy to me. 

Information has reached me 
that you are to speak in Memphis on January 8,1956. 
Therefore, at this time I 8Jl asking if' you will speak 
in Paducah on Tuesday, January 7th., the day before 
your Memphis engagement? The transportation facilities 
between Paducah and Memphis are excellent. As to a 
fee- we can otter tl.50. I realize that this is not 
as much as you usually receive but due to a small 
population our budget is naturally limited. Dr. John 
Baynes Holmes spoke here last year for $125 and Bishop 
Francis J. llc~nnell the year before for $150. 

I sincerely hope you will 
do me this personal favor by accepting the invitation. 
Your presence on our Forua will go tar in assuring ite 
continued success. What are your lecture subjects for 
next season? 

With best personal regards 
in which llrs. Graft Joins ae, 

Faithfully yours, 

(VY\ - -·. -- - --, 



Ba bi rri• . Gr· t, 
T le Iar el, 
Broadway t. ~ e \h, 

P'att110a~. • 

d r rria1 

Le' VUmk 7au. for .... Ill,& 1 t\ 26. 

I 11 • v r , &la'-JU~ '° b •1 \h you on !'wt• , Jam1ar1 7, 
th bet"ore I aob du.l 1A Neall)A . .i.a. .Aa tor ~ 
hoaorau-1 / • I do no , • 7el, ow what, 

1 cture aubJeo\a will e n t I wi l b PP7 
t wr i t to ou • ).)" 1D \be 1all. 

1 t,o y aDd t,o y 

' 
AHSa 



cember 9, 193 

Raubi rria . Gr ft, 
Temple Iar el, 
ro • • t S ve \h, 

Pi.lducah, • 

d r . orrial 

1',~ .. - you ao much for ur 1 t .. er ot ece r 15. 
A• r g da aubJecla • lt th awl1 nee Jewlah, t would 

e•\ \he eubJec\ C GI S J X. 
THE OD • If t.he i nee ia mixed, \he tollowin& 
aubJec\a mi \ be ot in\ r a\i 

(1) Tim Al} ... DICT ro • ~1• ia the ddre•a 
which I w1 l liver t ~hla. 

(2) aga~ S r J • Th ' a 1 the 
- .. ··~• a which! deliYerecl t w eka go 
a\ tba CiV Club of CleYeland and proTe4 
r th r at\ractive. 

A• r da eT;>e ln before the Ll011a d .Ro\a17 
Club• t n n - ! mu. I fir t find ou.t whe~er I can 
arriY i ducah on time. 

1th 11 od abe to 
remain 

Aa ev r • 

~SIBX 



Dec er 27. 19Z 

• Ora f, 
.. o.e 1, 
• t . eve \h, 

• 

d r orriec 

tor ur l tter ot D c her 23. 
P r "S .Al»err t1one f Qu.!- y• 
wow.d b t e moet a_ r riate t r • our a.ud1e ce. 
I pl to arri • in aducnh a\ ?135 A. morni • 

I wow.d r t er not 1 • d 
Rot ry Club1 t noon. i tind t t a d 
ia od d al of . hard i o. tt, howe r, y u 
coun, on IP .w 1 th re to elp youz \\q c• in 
the even.in , I hall o out t to aq a t • worda 
lo th0 m. But I would r th r ot. 

I lo in forward with t ple: sure 
t • ein you on \be ?t.h. 1th 11 • od wish , r r in 

Very cordially our , 

S: 



ALEXANDER FEINSILVER, 

RABBI 

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
PADUCAH, KENTUCKY 

Dr. bba lillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Clevel~nd, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

ril 2Zrd, 1941. 

Our city is to be hoft to the forthcoming annu~1 eeting 
of the Kentucky-Tenne csee A~sociation of the Union of P. ·neric
an Hebre Con6 re6ation and the Southprstern ConfPr ~nce of the 
N•tional Federation of Temple istPrhoods, to b held hr on 
~ovember 8th, 9th and 10th, 1941. 

For the sessions on Sunduy, iovember 9th, 1e rre plrnning 
a morning religious s ervice, to be held at the Te~ple, an ft
ernoon f'y1nposiu.--n, on a ubject dealin, with some phas€ of con
tempor~ry Jewish life, and a dinner-dance in th evening, to 
be held at the Hotel Irvin Cobb. 

At a recent meetin of the co ·nittee in ch"r0 e of arr e
ment~, the dP ~ire wac expres s d to s cure yo r s ervices ~~ the 
principal ~~eaker for the cundry even1n6 ~ec sion. The loc~l con
gregrtion, the bi-state association, d the n £tion~1 oru niza
tion of the Union of Pmerican Hebr' Con~r g~tions 're cooperat
in in this underta.Kin, r, d ill sh r e in me ting h~tever ex
pens e is entailed. 

If the d tc mentioned is conveni nt to you, ·e ~hould very 
uch like to hav you ,, i th us at th· t time. ould you be eood 
nough to inform us whether you 'ill be abl to arr rnge it, and 
rh~t your fee ~ill be? Hoping that you ·ill fina it po ~sible to 
ccept this invitation, d th~t .e ~ay coon h ar from you, 

~ ~f;:\tf: ~{, • ff It~ on~,~,_....,--------""Y'\. 

Prggram Chairman. Presid nt, remple I~rael. 

A .,-. e:-:--
IA/~ ~~ Tre~ . "" , __ / __ ~-~ 

Alexnder Fei ~ilver, 
abbl, Temple r~r el. 
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•r. 0 8 ~ - p ~ m• n, r nt 
T•ple I rel 
Padu h, Kentucky 

y 9 ... r r. Simona 

Permit me to thank you, Rabbi Alexander 
Peinsil ver d . ,r • ' terling ere for our i nvi tion 
to "dre s the even n e eion or the P:entucky-Tanna see 
A aoci tion o the Union ot Aa~ricnn Hebrew Con reg ion• 
on Sunn y, lovaaber 9. I feel highly honored to haYe 
received your inrlt•tion and t iah I r tree to come. 
nro tun tel I hive ••n const~ ined n recent y ra 

to limit my out or town lecture nts to the 
or or th Uni tad J eh A~) 1 al th United • al tine 

Ap al hoe n tion 1 chairm n I • I am comoelled 
to do a r at deal or tr nling in conn c ion t th the 
ca igne ven to the extent of neglecting som ot 
■ im ortant work h re e.t home. I hope • t you 111 
und r tand. ? rh ... t o e futur tim I aay be ot 
eervice to you. 

IJIS&BI 

1th all good i her for succee, I remain 

Ve cordi lly y ur, 




