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AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION 

TWENTY- FIVE BEACON STREET, BosTO 

OFFICE OP THE PRESIDENT 

April 24, 1940 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You will receive shortly an official 
invitation from Rev. Floyd J. Taylor, minister 
of our Unitarian Church in Plymouth, .Jassachusetts, 
to pr8ach in that pulpit on Sunday morning, 
August 11, and I am writing to express my own 
earnest hope that it may be possible for you to 
accept this invitation. 

Our church in Plymouth is the church 
of the Pilgrim Fathers, and thus in a special 
way the custodian of the tradition of robust and 
self-sacrificing faith which those exiles from 
religious persecution in England bequeathed to 
America. Ve are very anxious th~t the summer 
services in this church should repr~sent not 
merely our ovm Unitarian denomination but rather 
that larger and more inclusive heritage of 
religious faith which is the true foundation of 
our nation's life. The invitation to you comes, 
therefore, with special significance from our 
point of view, and it is our sincere hope that 
you may be able and willing to respond favorably. 

With high regard and all good wishes, 
I am 

Faithfully yours, 

FME.B 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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May l, 1940 

Dr. ftO)~ s. t&ylor 
first Pariah 1n Plymouth 
Pl.J:SOUth, ..... 

111' dear Dr. Ta7lor1 

I deeply appreolate 7our kind 1n'f1to.t.1.on to 
OcoupJ' tha pulptt or The PS.rat Church ol Plymouth on 
Aupat 11.. It would haw giftb ·111 great pleuure 
indNd to accept 7our 1n'ritatiOD• I auat., ~'""• 
-.ke a tew welt■ ot •OQllplete net th1• 8UIIINr •• t 
haw had an unauall.7 ~ ~ r., and •1 heal.Ua 
bal not bNa ot the best... I .. ~- to Co 
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to the end ot Aupn aaS u a. o let. ran. 

I• to be at lfuftrd Unlvure1ty on Jul.J 10 
end 111n aonneotton with th• Theological ConteNnce held~ 
the auapiON ot t.be Sllalel' SchO?l• I oould ananc• to be 
with JOU on Sunday, Jul.7 7, if that date 1• open on 
1ov calendar. It lt ia not, I hope that I uy be ot z,ent.o• 
to JOU at SOQ9 futUN UM. 

11th a.U 1ood w1ahoe, I Nllllill 

Kost oordiall;y 7oura, 
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AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION 

TWENTY-FIVE BEACON STREET, BOSTON 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

May 6, 1940 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I very much appreciate your taking the 
trouble to answer my note of April 24, and I 
certainly hope that Mr. Taylor may be able to 
arrange an interchange of dates so that you may 
preach in Plymouth on July 7. It v1ill mean a 
grea t deal not only to the people in Plymouth but 
also to our general denominational plan if this 
can be arranged. 

Dr. Jennings has persuaded me to 
preside a t a m~eting in Worcester on Thursday 
afternoon, May 16, at which you are to give the 
principal address. I suppose I shall be expected 
to make a few preliminary remarks, but I want to 
assure you that I shall take only a brief time 
and that the occasion will be primarily in your 
hands. I am looking forward with very special 
pleasure to this opportunity to greet you person
ally , and to introduce you to the representatives 
of the various denominations here in Massachusetts . 
who will gather for that particular discussion 
meeting. 

Vi th all l{ind regards and be st wishes, 
I am 

Faithfully yours, 

FME.B 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, D. D., 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cl 0 veland, Ohio 

th.. 1; :e1----~'=> 



FIRST PARISH IN PLYMOUTH 
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June 19, 1940 

Rabb Abba H llel ~ Iver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Th s s a rem nder t ~t you ,ere 
k n enough to a ree to preach at the F rst Church 
on July 7. 

I re ret tiat I ~ l] not have the 
pleasure of meet n you but I to be away at 
the t me. 

Our order of s rvice s very simple . 
I am leaving a coy on the pulpit, and anything I 
fail to make clear our director of music will explain . 
The service is at 10:45. 

Hospitality ill be arranged for 
you , but I can not give you details at the moment . 
If you Vi 11 send to Mr. 'ill .am P. Libby, the Chairman 
of our Parish Committee, the address whlch •rill reach 
you between July 1 and that Sunday, he will advise you 
of the arrangements. 

May I repeat that we appreciate your 
com n to Plymouth. 

Sincerely yours , 

~~; -
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DALE E. TURNER, B. 0,, MIN18Tl:R 01" EDUCATION 

IRENE C . KAUT%, CHURCH 91:CRETARY, 

OUR 80TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 

ROBERT M, BARTLETT, D. D .. MINl9TER. 

Brook Road, Manomet, Plymouth, Ma ~s. 

Rabbi Abba H Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr Silver: 

ARCHIE BLACK, a. Mua .. DIRltCTOR OP MU91C 

CHARLES GILLETTE, M . D .. Ml9910NARY 

August I6, I9~ 

We enjoyed your visit here with 
us a few days ago. I wqs so glad to have th i s 
ohanoe to meet you. I mentioned the !yres Lecture 
on the Evolution of the Soul that we have in my church 
every November. I have just received word that 
the man who was to give the lecture this rall is 
un3ble to come. I wonder if you could undertake 
the tas.......k for us? 

The lecture oomes in November, the 
date to be sat after conference with the lecturer. It 
1s held on an evening. The leoturer usually s peaks 
agout 40 minutes 1nd there is a a1scuss1on period. 
The hon,..---orar1um 1s $200. The leoturer pays his 
own travel. We should be gl~d to ente r tain you 
overnight in our home. Tne lecture is printed and 
distributed ~tour expense·. It h~s quite a o1rcula
t1on. So we would need fe copy of your manuscript 
8 bout 3 weeks before th ecture so we could see it 
through t~e printer. 

I think thEbest time is late 1n 
November, betwe en the middle 1nd Thanksgiving • 

. shall be glad to mail you copies of 
the former leoturas. This is the twentieth. Others in 
the series have been Arthur Compton, K1rtley Mather, 
w111_1am Hocking, RuCUs Jones, D~vid Seabury ,lolm 
Haynes Holmes, Willard Sperry etc. I hope that we 
o~n ~dd your name to thts 11st and have the pr1v1l•ge 
of he ~r1n~ you. I real1 e that we are not giving you 
very much time, but I do hope that you can see your 
way clear to come. Please let me hear at my P1ymouth 
3.ddress. 

I trust that you are aurviu1ng this 
long he 4t wave, which 1a severe even here ~t the shore. 

oerely yours, 



Dr • .,berl . ._,le\ 
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I know \u, JOU wUl UHN\an4, en4 I Mpe lhal 7ft will 
keep .. tn ab4 for SOM ful'V• ooeul•• 

11h all goo4 .,~-. all4 )aoplJlc .. , ,OU will oontiaM lo 
ba•• a plMeart •4 ne"'11 e r ••• I r••••• 
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