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83 WILSON STREEr 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

PORTLAND.KAINE 

February 18, 1945 

The Biltmore Hotel declined to let you have the suite 
which had been reserved for you and now compounded the error 
by sending you the bill which had not been intended for you. 
Thank you for returning it. We are taking care of it. 

It was good--very good-- to have you with us. We en­
jo~ed hearing you, and being with you both before and after 
our Tu Bishvot observance. 

The size of the gathering on a night of a near blizzard 
should show you how well people regard you and how greatly 
they are interested in what you have to say. I trust this 
will be of some consolation in the difficult time you have 
been having. 

I have been quite busy studying Midrash Tehillim am 
preparing it for the Yale Judaica series--of which you 
probably heard. The Jewish public gives gzctw grudging 
approval to a rabbi who busies himself with such "Useless 
activities". But it seems to me that unless men in the 
rabbinate dare break the evil spells of Shetus and Ketanos 
which beset us we shall drift into an atmosphere which is 
Kulo Kingston, Rahamono lizelan. 

The enclosed check/ is a token of our appreciation. You 
may dispose of it JlJI in any way you deem proper. 

Cordially, 

J. J. 

P. s, J 
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March 20, 1945. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi: 

Confirmina the request which was ma.de upon you by 
Israel Bernstein, who he~ded the UJA in Portland for 
5 years, and who was also Chairman of the Maine Jewish 
Committee for 4 years, I, as President of the Jewish 
Federation of Portland and Vice-President of ~~e 
Maine Jewish Committee, and affiliated with ~1 nist 
activities in Portland and 1n the State, an ardent supporter 
of your militant policy, and f the Emergency Committee in 
the State, want to urge you to make a supreme effort to be 
with us on any one of the Sundays in April which were left 
epen for your convenience. We certainly would consider it 
an honor to have you with us in person. 

we 1n Portland feel that under your administration the 
Zionist Emergency Connnittee has accomplished far more for 
Palestine than has been done 1n the last decade. I assure 
you that Portland would certainly give you ~~e most genuine 
reception that any leader has had in the past. 

I look forward to meetine you personally 1n Portland. 
With kindest regards. 

AS:ES 

~ectfully, 

UrL-s ~sident 
Jewish Fede;;ti~~f Portland 

MEM■ER OF 

COUNCIL OF JEWl ■ H FEDEIIATIDN■ AND WELFARE P'UND■ , INC. 

UNITED COMMUNITY AND WAIi CHIE■T DP' CIIIEATEII PD"TLAND 
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Dear Rabbi: 

March 20, 1945. 

3-6582 

It was a pleasure to talk to you over the telephone 
for the first time, and it will be an even greater 
pleasure to talk to you personally. 

We, here in Portland, have a Federation w _ich functions 
most effectively, which has new been in e.mstence for three 
years, and which is the outgrowth of cooperation in former 
UJA Campaigns. 

This year the Federation is raising $50,000 for the 
two principal agencies of UPA and JDC, and ours will be the 
first Campaign in the state, which through its Maine Jewish 
Comnittee plans to raise a minimum of $1501 000 fer these 
two agencies. Thus you see U1at we here in Portland are 
depended upon to show the way for the rest of the state. 

Each year we have had a national speaker, and each year 
we made every effert to have you with us, but had not been 
successful. Now we feel that this is the year for you to 
accept our invitation and to inaugurate the most successful 
campaign in our history. We here in Portland have always 
had a warm spot in our hearts for you, and this year we are 
solidly behind you in your vigorous efforts to place 
Zionism on a sound• public foundation without dependence en 
any single public personality. Personally I have already 
given you very leyal support. 

Moreover, if you were to come, I can arrange for about 
25 of the principal Zionist leaders in our state to meet 
with you in conference the afternoon of the banquet, and in 
that way you will be able to ace mplish two most worthwhile 
purposes. 

We will leave open the Sundays of April 15, 22 and 29, 
so that you may select which one will suit your convenience. 

MEM■ IUII! DP' 

COUNCIL DP' JEWl■H f"EDEIIATIDN■ AND WELF'ARE P'UND■ , INC. 

UNITED COMMUNITY AND WAIi CHE■T OP' IIIIEATEII ptQIITLAND 



.Ai1tl"J~ 
~~~-~: :z~- -, 

;' 

" 

OFFICER& AND 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ABRAHAM S . LEVEY 
l'RltSIDENT 

MRS . ISltAEL BERNSTEIN 
1ST VICl!-l'Rl!SID.NT 

BARNETT I. SHUR 
2ND VICIE-l'R•SIDl!NT 

WILLIAM GOODMAN 
TREASURER 

SIDNEY W. WERNICK 
CHAIRMAN 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

JACO■ SAPIRO 
CHAIRMAN 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

BARNETT I . SHUR 
CHAIRMAN 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NORMAN I. GODFREY 
EX ECUTIVE SECRETARY . 

' 
MRS . ISRAEL BERNSTEIN 
ISRAEL BERNSTEIN 
EDWARD J. BERMAN 
JACO■ H . BERMAN 
MRS. ANNA BLUMENTHAL 
SAUL G. CHASON 
ROBERT CLENOTT 

SAMUEL J. COHEN 
MRS . MORRIS COX 
SIDNEY DAVIDSON 

LEO GOLODETZ 
MRS . .ARNOLD GOODMAN 
WILLI.AM GOODMAN 
MEYER KARLIN 
MRS. SAMUEL KATZE 

ABRAHAM S. LEVEY 
GEORGE I . LEWIS 
HAROLD P . NELSON 

DAVID NOVICK 
HAROLD J . POTTER 

MAURICE ROSS 
MRS . IRVINCJ ROTHSTEIN 
JACOB RUBINSKY 
MRS . SAMUEL SACKNOFF 

JACOB SAPIRO 
EDWARD SHAPIRO 
BARNETT I . SHUR 

WILLI.AM SLADE 
LOUIS WEINER 
SIDNEY W. WERNICK 

JOE WIGON 

JEWISH FEDERATION 
MEMBER ORGANIZATION8 

B "NAI BRITH 
l!l ' NAI ■RITH AUXILIARY 

CENTER BUSINESS GIRLS 
CENTER WOMEN'S CLUB 

COUNCIL OF 111:WISH WOMEN 
DEGAL ZION CAMP 
ETZ CHAIM SYNAGOGUE 
ETZ CHAIM SISTERHOOD 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

i 
I 

f 
JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL \ 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS \ 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS AUXILIAltV ' 
JUNIOR HADASSAH \ 

PIONEER WOMEN 
POALE ZION 

PORTLAND HEBREW SCHOOL 
PORTLAND ZIONIST DISTRICT 
6HA.AltEY TPHILOH SYNAGOGUE 
SHAAltEY TPHILOH SISTERHOOD 
UNITED HEBREW CHARITIES 
UNITED JEWISH AptptE.AL 
Y . M . H . .A. 

( 

l 
I 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER BUILDING 

341 Cumberland Avenue Telephone 3-6582 

PORTLAND 3, MAINE 

2 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The history ef the Federation has been one of 
progressive success. Your comine will not only insure 
the success ef the immediate campaign, but will strengthen 
us in our leng range program for Federation act1vit1es 
locally, and for Zionist activities nationally and 
internationally. 

With kindest personal regards, and with the hepe that 
you will honor us with your presence, I remain 

Air Ms.11 

IB:ES 

Faitlti'ully and R ectfully, 

Israel Eernste1n 

MIEM ■ IER DP' 

COUNCIL DP' JIEWl ■H P'EDl:IIATIDN■ AND WELP'AIIIE P'UND■, INC. 

UNITl:D COMMUNITY AND WA" CHl:■T OP' ll"IIATIEII ,-DflTLAND 

----
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Dear Rabbi: 

ISRAEL BERNSTEIN 

PORTLAND, MAINE 

April 3, 1945 

I had been hoping to hear from you in reply 
to my letter of invitation of March 20th, 
and when time passed without a reply I tried 
to reach you on the telephone at your home 
but was not suacessful. 

Now we have reached the stage here where we 
have to make definite plans for the opening 
dinner to our campaign, which at this date 
cannot be held any earlier than Sunday, April 
22nd. So I would very much appreciate a 
reply from you by the first of next week, if 
at all possible, advising me whether you can 
accept the invitation. 

I realize full well that in s ome respects this 
invitation may impose upon your time and effort, 
but all of us here have set our heart on having 
you as our guest and are convinced that your 
presence here will help us not only in this 
campaign and in the campaigns throughout the 
State but will be a cementing influence for 
our future activities for all Jewish causes. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Faithfully and respect: yours, 

) \ -----~ --
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland 
Ohio 



April 11 19'6 

• I1rael Berutein 
Jni1h lederation ot Portland 
Ml Cuabe.rland TCUa 
Portland B, ine 

dear • Bemateina 

Pl•~•• pardon t e long delay 1D anaw ring your 
kind i.t tera • I n n from the o1 ty moat ot the tille and the h lidaya have intenened 10 t -,q oornapondence bu lqged. 

I riah I oould co• to help "1th your c: .. ,NI 
Untcrtua tel1' I alreadJ achedw. to open o,-..~,P• in 10 n, place•, ••11 •• tor: ot.h r organisationa that it 1• 11apq a pbpic illposaibil1t fer to take OD any additicmal out ot t .... .-a8UDta. I aaaun 7ou that it I we. e t, all able, I •ould ban been aoat ha py to acoe t your kind 1DT1 tion. I know ot the tine aoral aupport whloh 7ou and your trieada haw 1ftll right long. Perh pa at a tutuN tiae I be ot ••mce toy • 

1th all pod wi•hea, I ,._in 

Ve cordi&l.17 7oura, 

AHSaBl 




