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~ice-Cl!~ancellor' • @ffice 

~~e ~nifrenitg af lite $out&, 

$efuanee, ~ennes•ee 

Kay 24, 1939 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
But 101th Street and .Ansel Road 
Clneland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Sil'nri 

In Jul7 ot lut year I beo8Jl9 Vioe-Chanoellor and Preei­
dent ot the Uninraity ot the South at 8-nee, Tnneaaee. her 
ainoe I haTe been here I ban been thinlcing ot how tine it would be 

to have you on our oam.pue. I reoall ao well your rlai t to Chattanooga 
duri.Dg the Sa.ioentemdal -- your perfectly magnifioent addre••• 
Would it be possible tor 7ou to tind tiM to make a trip to Sewanee 
to apend a day or two in thi1 hiatorio plaoeT 

There 11 no man in our nation whoa I had rather welooae 
to this institution than youraelt. 

With beat nahea, I aa 

Cordially 7oura, 

AG/p 

' 



June 15, 19~9 

Dr. Alex Guerry, President 
The ITniverFity of the South 
Sewanee, Tenn. 

y de r Dr. Guerry, 

I deeply ap;,reciate your ~d letter and your 
invitation to come to ~o anee and spend da~' or two 
on the campus of the Univ9rs1ty or the South. I aAsure 
you that nothing ould give e gre' ter leasure. 
Unrortunately t this wr~ting, Tam una le to s 1 whether 
I ehall be able to c011e. I aa l ving foray Yac tion nd 
I sh&.11 no return from abroad fo September. y 
schedule for the Fall and int r e quite uncertain. I 
have lreud ude aany oommitmen in connection th my 
work as national chairmen ot the aign for oYer ea 
reliet and refugee work. Thia, I am afraid, will take 
up prettj nearly all or the time that I can spend a3 
from•. mini terial duties t home. 

It you will get in touch nth me oaetime n xt 
Fall or inter, and it good . ortune will f vor me, I 
ahall aake every effort to come to you. I recall 1th 
gr at pleasure my visit to Chattanooga on the occasion or 
the aaicentennial celebr tion. 

1th all good wishes or a plea ant summer, I 
remain 

Koet cordially your, 

AH aBIC 



~in-Gtltancellor' • ©ff ice 
~IJe ~mfitr•itv of tlte ~outq 

~efuanee, tltenne.t.see 

June 16. 1939. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at .Ansel Road. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silveri 

I hope this letter reaches you before you leave for 
Europe. I am enclosing a pamphlet which I hope you will take 
a tew minutes to read. Under separate cover I am sending you a 
book ot vins of the University of the South. When you know 
something of our ideal here and when you aee how beautiful Sewanee 
is, I hope you will be tempted to give the University a day of 
your time in the fall. winter or spring. I must have you here. 

I want these young men to catch something of your spirit 
and your philosopey, to know you at least for a few hours and to 
have contact with your own peraonali ty. Please work it out so 
that we will see you on our campus next year. 

With best wishes• I am 

Cordially yours. 

~ {jn l d_, 



Zae 22, 1919 

Dr. Alex GuelT)', Vice-Chancellor 
Th tJai• reit,y ot the _,outh 
Sew "' T11m. 

111 dear Dr. Gurr,1 

I regret th.at your letter ot J\IM 18 arrl ved 
after Dr. Silver lett Cleveland tor h11 eu er•a oatloe 
abroad. I aball, however, be ple aed to refer it 11d the 
pe■pbleta wbiola 7ou eent to h11 attention when he ret.urna 
in Sept, ber. 

lltb bHt wiahe1, I raa 

Yer, e1acerely 1oura, 

BIi Secretary to Rabbi IUTer. 



September 1'1, 11!9 

Dr. ilex Guerry, Yice-cbanoellor 
The Univerait7 ot the South 
Sewanee, Tenn. 

Jly dear Dr. Gu.erey1 

I have recently returned troa Europe and 
t1ld your lonl7·letter in"fi.Ung •• to visit SewanN 
thia ooa1nc aeaaon. I n;::ed not tall you that I• 
greatly apprea:1at1Ye ot your \houghttulness in extendiag 
to• this p-aoioua invitation. I wish I were tree at 
the present acaent to state detinite~ when I a~uld oom•, 
but I have ao auoh to do this comi year in oonn•ction 
with retua•• and trar reli•t work that I tlnd it dlttioult 
just now to make a definite ooamitaent. I am National 
Oh.airman ot the Urdted lewieh Appeal hioh 11 engaged in 
raiaing a large a1.111 or 110De7 for the victima ot persecution 
abroad. Bef'ore very lone we ahaU hav• to take care o: the 
Tiotiu ot thew r eiaaater. 

Ro, ever, I should like to come to Sewanee and 
I ehaU roake nary ertort to do ao 1n th• Spring. Would 
rou drop u a note in January or February! 

l'ith all good wiehea, I remain 

lery cordially yours, 

AHStBI 



Jf ice-CII~ancellor '• ®ffice 
S~e ~nifter•itu of t4e $out4 

$efuanee~ Senneliliee 

B&bbi Abba. Hillel Silver, D.D., 
The Temple, 
l&st 105th st. & Ansel Boad, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear B&bbi SilTer: 

September 19th, 
1 9 3 9. 

Certainly you will he&r trom me in January or February. I want 
you tremendously at, Sews.nee. I can think ot no-one else right now 
whom I would like as muoh. The spring would be tine tor your visit. 
The campus and the doma.in &round our building• &re loTely at tb&t 
period of the year. Pl•••• keep us in mind. Come to see us. 

I am enclosing with this letter a. pamphlet, wbioh sets forth some 
of our e,duo&tiona.l idea.la. 

With beat wishes and kindest rega.rds, I &m 

Cordially yours, 

AG/W 
Eno-1 

~ 



MOTHER OF 

GO D LI N ES S, 

D I S C I P L I N E, 

and FREEDOM 



Mother of Godliness, Discipline, 

and Freedom 

NE of the most beautiful war 
memorials in the world is on the 
campus of Winchester College 
in England. This memorial is 
built in the farm of a cloister 

around an open court. On the walls be­
neath the cloister ceiling are carved the 
flags and shields of the allied nations and 
the names of five hundred young men 
from this school, who lost their lives in 
the last great conflict. 

Above the names, deep-cut in the 
stone, is the remarkable inscription com­
posed by the old headmaster himself in 
memory of his own boys: 

IN THE DAY OF BATTLE THEY FORGAT NOT GOD 

WHO CREATED THEM, NOR THEIR COUNTRY, 

THE STRONGHOLD OF FREEDOM, NOR THEIR 

SCHOOL, THE MOTHER OF GODLINESS AND 

DISCIPLINE .... THOU, THEREFORE, FOR 

WHOM THEY DIED, SEEK NOT THINE OWN, 

BUT SERVE AS THEY SERVED, AND IN PEACE OR 

IN WAR, BE EVER AS CHRIST'S SOLDIER, GEN­

TLE IN ALL THINGS, VALIANT IN ACTION, 

STEADFAST IN ADVERSITY. 

Here is the meaning and purpose of 
education. The young man who comes 



from college or university shall be one of 
Christ's soldiers, with all the lofty con­
ception of life that this implies, willing 
and proud to seek not his own advantage 
but the common good of all, to enrich hu­
man society by unselfishness and sacri­
fice. 

He will be gentle in all things for he 
will have learned that tenderness, not 
coarseness, or vulgarity, or cruelty, is the 
badge of courage and manliness, and that 
next to food, raiment, and shelter, kindli­
ness and consideration are the necessities 
of life. 

He will be valiant in action, bold and 
fearless in whatever he undertakes. He 
will understand that education is not in­
tended to lead a man into cynicism, 
mockery, or inertia, but to endow him 
with fortitude as well as with wisdom for 
the doing of great deeds. 

Finally, he will be steadfast in adver­
sity. He will know that the test of any 
man is his courage in difficulty and in 
danger. He will not bemoan his fate 
when misfortune assails him, nor content 
himself with futile protests against an 
unkind world. He will not sit helpless 
in idle vanity or despair, blaming others 
for his weakness. He will feel that every 
difficulty is an opportunity for resource­
£ulness and achievement. He will un­
derstand that man is born to be stout­
hearted in adversity, stronger than adver­
sity, if he is to be of the stuff to justify his 
creation. 

Thus the inscription sets forth the 
meaning and purpose of education. It 



does more. It defines a school or college. 
Recall the phrases, "the school, the 
mother of Godliness and discipline", 
and "their country, the stronghold of 
freedom." Let it read "a college, the 
mother of Godliness, discipline, and 
freedom." These words speak a true 
definition of an institution of learning. 

Godliness: Faith in God and the con­
viction that "to believe in Him and His 
love is not to escape from reality but to 
stand upon the rock of the only certain­
ty known to man:" Faith in Christ, the 
Son of God, and the revelation of God to 
man: Belief in the power of goodness 
and the permanence of spiritual ideals: 
Not faith and belief alone, however, but 
a life in which character and virtue find . 
expression. 

Discipline: The discipline of hard 
work, of genuine scholarship, of fine 
academic standards, of intellectual at­
tainment, and of careful training of mind 
and body: The discipline of a sense of 
duty, of self-control, and of self-reli­
ance: The discipline of good taste, good 
manners, and of high ideals. 

Freedom: That freedom of the mind 
and conscience which is the very breath 
of life for college or university: That 
freedom of mind and conscience which 
is man's most precious possession, the 
source of creative talent, the means and 
opportunity of man's finest growth and 
development: That freed om which pre­
serves and defends the dignity of human 
personality, one of the great concepts of 



. 

life: That freedom which is the avenue 
to happiness and peace: 

But not an irresponsible freedom; not 
a freed om that con£ ounds license, dis­
order or violence with liberty; not a free­
d om that confounds rudeness, selfishness 
or self-indulgence with independence: 

_ A freedom rooted in responsibility, in 
self-discipline, in a sense of obligation to 
serve society and government, and to 
champion the principles of justice and 
decency, on which civilization rests. 

This is Sewanee's ideal for herself: 
That THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SouTH 
shall always be the mother of Godliness, 
discipline, and freedom. And this, the 
ideal of the University for Sewanee men: 
That they shall not seek their own gain, 
but that they shall serve their people, and 
shall be ever as Christ's soldiers, gentle 
in all things, valiant in action, and stead­
fast in adversity . 

/ 
r 



,it,-a!~muellor' • CDffice 
11IJr, ~fnuitg of ~, Jioutq 

Jiefuame, Lmusue 

R b a ·- • Si ver 
e e 

E. Str et • Ansel d . 
C le·.~ela d , Ohio 

ear Rabbi Siver: 

I am delighted to o.ve •rord from 

o e er 2 st 
1 9 4 0 

.inson t at OU\. 
. 1 s C V- 0 he progre. of +- -~o .. er. 
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to Semi-Can-

o_ Ch tt noo ~. Since 
s re i 

t e 

~ othing 
visit our crun_ 1s an 
Plea e ~ee t :sin 

ou rnak me ha.pp · er t an for .. ou to 
spea o our st ts an f ctl r • 

.; • when ·ou can s. a.re a fe I our.., 
n turn ours ep to ou .. pus . 

it .. b st wis' es, I 

Co dia 

AG:KS 



' 

Deceaber 2, 1940 

Dr. Alex Guerry 
The University ot the South 
Sewanee, Tenn••••• 

IIJ' dear Dr. Gue1"71 

I was delighted to receive y~ur note, and 
I aa looking forward with pleaaure to aee1ng 
you t the conference of the Southern Association 
or Colleges lilld Secondary School• in eaphia on 
December 12. If it ia at all poaeible, I ehould 
be veey hap?J to viei t the ca.mpue of the Uni ve . ·s ty 
of the South. 

11th all good wishes, I reaatn 

Moat cordiallt yours, 

AHSaBl 



Jice-CII~amellor' • Clffice 
~~ ~mftemtv of tlJe Jiouth, 

jiefuatttt, tlttlffltHtt 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th st. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 30th 
1 9 4 1 

Ever since I heard you speak in Memphis in 
December to the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, I have been more anxious than ever 
to present you to the students and faculty of the 
University of the South. Your address was me.gnifi­
cien~ I don't want our people here to miss it. 
Can't you send me a choice of several dates? I am 
certain we can find a time to meet your convenience. 
You will recall that you promised to come to Sevmnee 
if you did not take a long trip to the Wast coast. 

I am sorry I did not see you again. It 
just happens that I was and sm a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Association. This means a 
good deal of extra work and a special demand upon my 
time and attention to details of the business of the 
Association. 

With best wishes, I mn 

Cordially yours, 

AG:KS 
~ ~'J_J&_••· 

I 



Pebrua.ry 191 1941 

Dr. Alu Guerry, Vice-Chancellor 
The Uni var 1 ty or the ~uth 
Se anH, Term. 

1 dear Friend• 

Plea e pardon the long delay in answerin, 
your kind letter. I han been tre.veling good 
deal tJt the time and ay correapomence hae lagged. 

I ua coing to the Pacitic Coaet the latter 
part or Jlaroh and will robabl be gone until 
well into April. Upon rq retUl'll, I h Te quite a 
nmaber of caa;,aip meeting to addre sin the Ea.at 
1n oonnection rlth oversea ... reli and refugee work. 
I aa traid that I shall 'have to orqo the great 
pleaaure ot visiting the Oniver ity ot th South 
thia seaaon, and the additional ::>leaaure ot apendiq 
SOiie tillle w1 th you. '!'he presaure or work upon •• in 
the laet tew yean ha been territic and I haw had 
to deollne MD)' inn t tiona which nor11&ll7 I would 
have been delighted to accept. 

I do hope thnt I shall have the pleasure ot 
coaing to you next eaaon. With all good :ishee, 
I reaain 

loet cordially yours, 

AHSaBlt 



,ice-Giqanc.eUor'• <tffite 
Sqe ~&er•itv of t!Je $outlf 

jlefuame, Sennu•ee 

February 21, 1941 

Rabbi Abba Eillel Silver, D. D. 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Put us dovm for next 
year without failS We want you on the 
campus of the University of the South 
in October, if it is possible for you 
to make the trip to Tennessee at that 
time. 

I understand about this 
spring. You are much too crm,1ded with 
the pressure of work to entertain the idea 
of an address to our students and faculty 
in March, April, or 11a . 

With kindest regards, 
I am 

Cordially yours, 

AG/g 
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Dr. Ale& ·•"7 
!be Ont NP11 ,,, of Ill• IGlllt.11 
SewaN, '-• 

IIF ctear DP. Ga.en,1 

I .,. J111t Ntune4 troa r, Yaoalloa 
d ••• lea-4 to r e1n JOQP tant \SOIi lo 

Ti t t the Uat ftl"at ly ot the SoaUl lhl • 1a11. 
I ehoa14 ftJT ... 11 ltlr to OQIN lo 1'0II Ihle 
hll. 1.... l•t M an •h I .,, 4V1 ,_ 
... N o t en•a! a\ for, . ••487 or 
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,iu-Cl!Jrmcellor'• G)ffire 
m~e ~ni&e~•itv of t!Je Jiout~ 

Jie&ranee, IIennessee 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

August 16, 1941 

~st 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland., Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Your letter makes me very happy. I am delighted 

with the idea that you will really visit the University 

of the South this fall. That's fine. • ·Please don't 

change your mid. I am very anxious for the students 

and the faculty of this instit tion to hear you. 

The following dates for the f 11 have been set 
✓ 

for lectures and addresses: October 20., November 22., 

and Decembor 15. lmost any Wednesday except one ---- ✓ 

within these three weeks will be entirely satisfactory. 

Tuesday is not a good night at S81'anee. Please 

select the 4ate you want or ive me the choice of 

two or three dates. 

AG/dp 

Thanks for your letter • 

. ith best wishes, I am 

Cordially yours, 



I 
I 

I . . 

I 

August 18, 1941. 

Dr• Alex Cuerry, 
Vice-Chancellor•• Office, 
The Uni•eraity of the South, 
SewanH, Tenneesee. 

My dear doctor Guerrya 

Thank you so much !or our 
kind letter or Auauet 18. ould edne a7, •o• ber 12, 
be s conftllient date for you! It ao, I hall ke ••eey 
etrort to c011e to 7ou on that date. I the aeeting 
a aorn1ng, afternoon or evening one' 

AHSaae 

1th all good iebee, I reaain, 

Very cordially 7oure, 

.. 



Jice-Cl!4anullnt '• @ff ice 
m~e ~ni&enitv of t~e ~autlJ 

~emanee, G!enneHee 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

:ugust 20, 1941 

~ast 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver; 

I am delighted to have word from you that you 

will be in Sewanee November ·12. The date is entirely 

satisfactory. It would be better for you to speak 

in the evening. Everyone would be free at that time 

to come to hear you. If it is particularly convenient, 

we could arrange for you to talk at 12:00 noon. 

Please write me about this detail . 

With be ~t wishes, I am 

Cordially yours, 

AG/dp 



I 
• 

Auguet 22, 1941. 

Dr. lex OuerrJ, 
Vice-C ancellor•e O flee, 
The Un1Yersib1 of the ~uth, 
, wanee, T~nnee e. 

lly df!ar Doctor Guerr"t 

It 111 o pe~r~ctl.y ~ 1 actory 
or e to addrAee the eeting in the evenin& o 

Noveaber 12 . I am lookin t'orwar~ 1 h plee ure to 
e ing you again. 

AHS1■e 

1 • all good wi . e, ! r~ ain, 

Very cordially 7our, 
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Octob r 91 l 41 

Dr. Gu rey 
The tfnivorsity ot th South 
ce anee, Tenne see 

JI ear Dr• Gu rrya 

Thank 'OU ..,o uch £01· y ur i?ld 
letter f Octob r 7th nd for your 
kindne sin rel in me from m e 
011 ·ove b r 12th. I .. h 1 b 

e th ou on eune... 1, .., 

o t cordiall "ours, 
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ent 
to 
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Octo r 20, l 1 

r. Alex Guerry 
The UniY reit or the South 
ewanee, Tenne ... see 

My d r Dr. Guerry, 

It will be J t connnient tor me 
to come to o on Thurs r, J anu r,1 8th as on 
edna day the 7th and so I ve written down 

th te or th• 8th. 

o t cordi your, 

AHS1BK 



Jfice-G!IJanttUor' • <Bffiu 

ltlJe ~i&enitv of lite ,nutlJ 
,e&tanee, ltemuHee 

October 22, 1941 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

We will put you down for Thursday, January a, 

for your address at Sewanee. We are delighted that you 

are coming to the University 0£ the South. There ia no 

man in all America whom I would rather welcome to our 

campus than you. Please do not allow anything to change 

your plans. To have you here will be a very real plea-

sure. 

AG:ja 

With best wishea, I am 

Cordially yours, 

~ 



1>eo bar ll, 1Ml 

Dr. Alex Gurq 
Uaivars1_, ot ~• ScMatb 
Se1waaaee, Tena. 

ll)r dear Dr. Gaen71 

!baak )'OU tor 7our kind le\ter ot 
Deo bar 10. I ahell • aw..v ertor\ to 
be with 7011 on Tburac19, Janu r, a. Trda 
cormectiou bermND Cleveland and s .... 
an poor. I aa thuefon pl.A•~ _, take 
the plaM 1'bvada7 aoftWII, .~ :.-,, .. -r,.J,j-.. - 1D 
Chattuoop t 1,00 p • TlMI~ 1 a tft1II 
ou.t ot Ch.at,'4llaooca am~.,.... CCMNl.ll at ltOl. 
"1d it be po ibl• tor OMOne to piok 

•• up 1n Chattuoo and .dr1i • to an,...•t 

I a look.1,-g to rd witll 1 
plealMU'e to •NlD& JOII• 

Aff81BIC 

1th all 1ood wiahe , I r1 ta 

Very cord1all.J y •• 
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SYMBOLS CLASS OF SERVICE 

--
This is a full ·Tate DL•Day Letter 

WESTERN 
Telegram or Cable, 

UN I 0 N ·· 'Jrf~ 
NT•Ovcm!ghtTdcgr m 1,ram unless its de, 

----erred character is in• . '. ' l 6',Q • { \, : . LC• - cd C.blc dicatcd by a suitable 
symbol &hove or pre• NLT•C.ble Night utter ceding the addre~ R . B . WHITE NE'INCOMB CARL TON J . C . WILLEVll!:R 
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~e&ranee, ~enneHee 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, on Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

January 14th• 1942 

I am very happy that you oame to Sewanee • •• happy because 
I was anxious for our students and faoul ty to get to hear you 
and happy because I was glad to see you again. You have meant 
really a great deal to me. Your books and your addresses whioh 
I have heard have contributed so much to my own understanding 
of thing• and to a greater faith. I admire you more than you 
realize and you aid me more than you can understand. 

My regret wa.s that your visit was so brief. I had 
counted upon having you here for the next morning at least. I 
oan realize, ho1'8ver, that you oe.nnot tarry long in one plaoe 
beoause you are a very busy man. 

You JJD1st oarry out your promise, however, to visit us 
again and to bring Mr•• Silver with you. It you will make the 
trip to this college domain in the mountains in the spring or 
fall. you will be enchanted by the beauty or Sews.nee. There is 
nothing else like it of which I know in this whole country. 

I am enclosing a oheok for t100.oo. I wish that it could 
be many times more. Our resoaroea are, however, quite slender and, 
in all probability, will be more limited as the days pass by. 

I trust that the affection and regard of the people here 
&nd or myself and Mrs. Guerry particularly along with our gratitude 
for your splendid talk will be compensation for the time you took 
to ooms to see us. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

AG1KS • 



' 

January 16, 1942 

Dr. Alex Guarr, 
!he On1vGra1ty ot the Solath 
s. .... , , ... 

lly dear Dr. Guerry1 

It wu a joy to be with JOU at SewuN. 
ay ODlJ' r•IN ie that it had t.o be ao brief. 
bed&¥ I ehow.d like to OOM back tor a 1 er 
tar &Ill wander owr that beautitul oountry aa4 

... mre ot the Unin.-119, it• taCNlty and etudenta. 
Thank you tor the t• loftl7 boure lD rour baa• and 
tor the generoua boa¢.tallt7 o • Guerry and 
J'OUJ'Hlt. 

lloat cordieJJJ, 

AH81Bl 

P.s. tor the chNk whiah 7011 •• 
•1•1• 
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