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In 1932, I was given a sabbatical year, leave-of-absence, by my 

congregation. I spen it abroad in Berlin, Paris, Prague, Rome, Geneva 

and in Palestine. For the first time I came face-to-face with Fascism 

and azism in their ative homes. The Fascist regime in Italy was then 

celebrating the tenth anniversary of Mussolini's March on Rome. While 

I was in Berlin in January, 19,3, the Nazis took over the government of 

Germany. I also attended the sessions of the League of Nations in Geneva 

and was present when the critical debate on Manchuria took place. 

Everybody knew that the Sino.Japanese conflict over Manchuria 

had brought the League to the first sear h·ng test of its career. Heretofore, 

the League had intervened more or les s ccessfully in conflicts where 

only smaller nations ere involved. Now one of the Big Five was vitally 

involved. The League must now reveal its true character. Was it really 

a competent international organization to ensure peace, resolved 

to enforce the principles and agreeme ts of the pact upon all the signatories 

alike without fear of favor, or was it merely a creature of the great powers 

who would allow it freedom of speech and action only ,vhen their own 

private interests wer not jeopardized? \Vhat ill the League do in this 

critical juncture? All possible excuses for delay had now been exhausted. 

It was now mo re than a year since China had appealed to the League against 

Japan's invasion of Manchuria. It was almost a year now since Japan, at 

the League's intercession, had agreed to an immediate cessation of 

-
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hostilities and to the withdrawal of her troops. Following that solemn 

pledge, Japan had proceeded to ignore it and to do as she pleased. 

The League had invoked no sanctions against Japan but had resorted to 

the well-known device o .a po nting a fact-finding Commission. The 

Lytton Commissio1 was appointed, and after months of close investigation, 

its report was finally submitted to the Council of the League. The report, 

remarkable for its thoroughness and unbiased judgment, found Japan's 

aggression in Manchuria unwarranted by any consideration of self-difense 

and furthermore declared that the new state of Manchukuo, which Japanese 

bayonets had carved out of China was o liing more than a Japanese puppet 

state. 

The Assembly was now meeting to m ke the final disposition of 

the case. The hour of decision had arrived. 

Many delegates took part in the ~omento s debate. Dr. Yen spoke 

for China. Matsuoka spoke for Japan. There were those who spoke for 

the smaller nations - - for Ireland, Czecho-Slovakia, Sweden, Spain. 

These all spoke in defense of China and against Japan. If Japan were 

allowed to go unchecked and the League in this emergency were to be found 

powerless in checking he aggression of a grea power, then their own 

security from aggression was gone and the League was a broken reed 

to lean on. 

Everyone now waited to hear the spokesman of the Great Powers . 

Paul Boncour arose to speak for F ranee. On never realized how pant 

-and flexible a language French can be in the hand of on who ished to 
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~gP a g, dodge a d wriggle round a oral is sue. Paul Boncour' s speech 

was so finely spun, so dexterous and so meaningless that men declared 

it to be diplomacy at its ve1y best. He was follo ed by Sir Jol1n Simon. 

speaking for Great Britain. Sir John was also at his barrister's best. 

He could see both sides of the case. On the one hand, etc., but on the 

other hand, · etc.. , Therefore, one must not proceed with undue haste. 

And so Great Britain, too, VJOuld not take sides. It was all over 

then. The great drama of Geneva had petered out into a sour comedy. 

One knew now that the League would do nothing in the Manchurian situation. 

Wha. t took place that day in Geneva was the beginning ,6£ 'the end of the 

League of ations. 

From Geneva I went to Rome and there I had an interview with the 

Duce. Premier Mussolini was, at that time, riding high. He as cele­

brating triumphantly the tenth anniversary of Fascism in Italy, hich he 

established. \Vithin another ten years, his pattered and riddled body would 

be hanging face down from a lamp-post in Milan, his empire gone, his 

country in total collapse. But on the da that I saw him in the Pallazo 

Venezia in Rome, he looked and acted as if he were the favorite of the 

gods. In our conversation he prescribed not only for Italy, but for the 

United States as well. He thought that a central master mind and central 

economic planning and control were necessary in a country like America. 
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e prided himse f o the re igious tolerance which existed in his 

country and declared that there was no anti-Sem· tism in Italy. Here 

Jews occupied positio s of high impor ancc. He e~ ressed the thought 

that the increase in anti-Semitism in Europe in recent years was a 

result of economic dislocations and said that he thought it would ane 

with the return of normal times. 

It would not be long before Mussolini would join the Axis and 

would abandon his religious tolerance and accept the racism of the Nazis 

and their shameful ant· -Jewish program. 

I arrived in Berlin on January 22, 1933, at the beginning of what 

turned out to be the most exciting fortnight in the political history of 

Germany. I found the tcity on edge. The Nazis were staging one of their 

quasi-military demonstrations. 

Th:ree days later, in- spite of bitter cold weather, fifty thousand 

communists staged a counter-demonstration. "Berlin is ours", they 

cried. 

On the following Sunday,· a hundre thousand Socia Democrats w:itth 

bands playing and banners flying marched into the grea Lu · gar en Square 

shouting, "Berlin bleibt rot (Berlin remains Red)". 

In the meantime, the political pot was boiling and spilling over. 

Von Schleicher' s brief regime o! less than two months as Chancellor 

seemed to be coming to an end. 
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On January 28th he resigned. Forty-eight hours of terrific 

suspense now followed. Who would succeed von Schleicher? 

Hindenburg now called upon the former Chancellor, Franz von 

Papen to negotiate w·th the politic l party le ders for the formation 

of a new Cabinet "within the fr mework of the Constitut· on and in 

agreement with the Reichstag 11 
• Who would be the new Chancellor? 

Would it be Hitler? -- Hitler, the firebrand, the agitator, who had 

promised his followers that heads would roll in the dust once he came 

into power. But Hindenburg had twice refused him the Chancellorship. 

And then suddenly with the force an speed of a thunderbolt came 

the announcement that a new Cabinet ha been formed and that Hitler as 

made Chancellor. Berlin was stunned. Th Nazis were delirious with joy. 

Their long-hoped-for day of triumph had finally come. 

Almost immediately, the azi newspaper appeared ith screaming 

headlines: "Chancellor Hitler!" "German Berlin!" "Hang the flags out". 

A huge torchlight procession was held in the evening. Thousands upon 

thousands of Hitler shock-troops and S eel Helmets carrying tore.bes 

marched shouting "Hei 1 Hitlerr• and singing "De tsch and, Dcutschland 

tiber alles". Past the President's Palace th marched here the erst-

while insignificant Army Corporal, now Chancellor of the German Reich, 

WitJ.e r, received their homage. 
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I stood on the c rb and watched the processio . 

I knew, of co se, what the ris of Hitler to power would mean to 

the Jews of Germa y bu I unde -es imated the dep 1 of d p a • y of the 

man a:1d his regime. I thought at the ti e that it as possible, and perhaps 

likely, that the Nazi leaders, now shouldered with political responsibility, 

would be sobered by these responsibilities and would not attempt to carry 

out their fantastic schemes against the Jewish citizens of Germany. I 

was beguiled by the thought, a ·s were so many German Jews at the time, 

that "one does not eat his soup· as hot as it is cooked". 

The German Jews with whom I poke on after the rise of Hitler 

to power, were concerned, of course, b t ere not greatly frightened. 

They were preparing themselves for the storm which they kne,v was coming 

but which, they are confident, \.vould sooner or later blow over. 

This, unfortunately, was not to be. 

When I returned to the United Sta es five months later, the az1s had 

already shown what their tactics were. Upon my arrival, in an interview 

with the press, I said: "The Je s of German are being sacrificed to a 

racial oloch, the lik of which the world has never seen. The Jews are 

doomed to be helots or aliens in Germany unless they obtained a legal 

status as a minority nationality within the state. The Jew is on the rack in 

Germany. Nazi atrocities are unlike ,t'zarist atrocities. They are deadlier . 

, 
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They are calculated to strangle a community of six hundred thous and souls 

by encompassing it on all sides with increasingly tighter economic and 

educational barriers. They are being forced from public life, from the 

professions, from the arts, from the schools and u • rsities. They are 

being ham ered at every turn in their economic freedom. zarist Russia 

made pogroms on the Jews an· found it necessary at le st to apologize. 

Nazi Germany is engaged in the meanest dry pogrom known in history 

and shamelessly brags about it. The military spirit is again rampant in 

Germany. It is being fostered by the press, the platform, the theatre, 

the movies, even by the pulpit which has become a lacky of the state. 

The youth of Germany is being indoct ·n t i th the same Valhalla complex 

of military grandeur and impei·ial destiny which led to 1914. Germany 

must not be permitted to re-arm. 1 azism is a clenched fist raised against 

the world and an armed Nazism cannot be trusted to preserve the peace 

of the world. Germany's plea at the disarmament conference for equality 

is a plea to re-arm and a menace to the orld." 

Soon after my return I began to \vork actively in campaigns for the 

relief of German Je\vry. It was at that time, too, that I helped to organize 

the economic boycott against the azis. 

After I left Berlin, I went o Prague. Ever since the First World War , 

I had entertained the hope of some day visiting the ~ w fepublic of 

Czecho-Slovakia, and particularly its President, Tomas G. Masaryk. 
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' I had long been an admirer of this wise and courageous leader who 
,_ 

towtred majes • cally over all the political leaders and statesmen of 

Europe. I was very eager to learn what this man, the most authentic 

exponent of democratic ideals i the o ern orld, had to say in th se 

confused and turbulent times. 

I was received by the Grand Old Man of Europe in the audience 

chamber of the Hradcany Castle. He came in tall, erect, impressive. 

His eighty-three years lB. d not bent his back, dimmed his eye nor abated 

his intellectual vigor. Very informally, but very earnestly, he spoke 

about many things for nearly an hour -- politics, religion, the blind 

gropings of our age for a new order of things, and on all matters the 

President proved to be a keen and incis' e c mmentator who spoke as one 

having the auth:ority of great knowledge and vast experience. 

Around his democratic country which he, himself, had fashioned 

out of the chaos of war-shattered empires, now surged the raging waters 

of Fascism and .1. azism. His land lay in the path of the political tornadoes. 

Everywhere about him, the democratic order was at hand-grips with 

dictatorships, and desperate experiments in absolutism. 

"What do you, Mr. President, think of the fu ure of democracy?'', 

directly and without circumlocution I asked him. We were holding our 

interview a few days after Hitler's rise to power in Germany. His answer 

came, without a moment's hesitation, clear and decisi e, "Democracy is 

, 
. 
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passing through a crisis but cr1s1s does not mean defeat. Democracy 

is safe. Ma ind has known monarchical and all forms of autocratic 

government in countless ages. It has experienced democracy only for a 

very short time. In a sense, emocracy is only just coming to be. 

Mankind has nothing to put in its place. All dictatorial experiments are 

impressive but ephemeral. It has been tried before. Democracy, however, 

needs a gra.at moral content today. We ha 2.. been exploiting it exclusively 

for capitalistic individualism and business purpfoses." 

"What is really at the bottom of _the world's great moral confusion? 

What is really wrong with our age?", I as ed him. He replied, "The world 

is morally ill. The World War was not the a se of this moral illness, but 

only a tragic symptom of it. The world h s come to worship the machine 

and force, which is an expression of the machine. The things which the machine 

creates are looked upon as the highest values of life,and men and nations 

have rushed into headlong pursuits after them. Human aspirations are 

all too frequently only the desire to possess some kind of machine, or 

some machine-made toy. The world needs a new mind and a new devotion 

to spiritual values bound up with a realistic program of social progress." 

Here President Masaryk launched into a criticism of the churches 

for having failed in their spiritual mission throughout the world. This 

failure, he held, was one of the causes of our spiritual chaos. T_he churches 

today are bureaucratic and institutionalized. They do not go out into the 

, 
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highways and by-ways of life to reach and mold the personal lives of men. 

They have theii: institutions and their fun ct· onaries in every town and 

hamlet in the land. In many countries they have control of the education 

of the young, yet they fail to insp • re the rising generation with en­

thusiasm for the moral and spiritual essentials of civilization. 

There was something of the ancient prophet about this man who, in 

spite of the burden of more tha:i four-score years, was still battling as 

fearlessly and as confidently for what he regarded as the basis and in-

dispensable ideals of humanity as he di in t years of his youth and his 

early manhood. 

I was greatly stirred by the faith and the steady vision of this man. 

The years which were to follow ould not vindicate his hope that democracy 

was safe in the orld. His own beloved co ntry would after a second 

World War, fall into a ruthless communist dictatorship such as he could 

never have envisioned, and this dictatorship would engulf a third of the globe. 

But perhaps Professor Masaryk's outlook had wider perspectives. Perhaps 

he was thinking in larger epochs when he said that democracy was passing 

through a crisis. That crisis is still going on and the final outcome is . 
not yet in sight. 
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The American League for the Defense of Jewish Rights was organized 

in May, 1933, to fight the azi regime by means of a boycott. Its President 

was Samuel Untermeyer. I as the Chairman of the Administrative Committee. 

When it was incorporated in ovember, 1933, as a membershi corp::>ration, 

under the laws of the State of New York, ''to champion human rights .... to 

combat religious and racial discrimination and oppression .... " its name 

was changecl to "The Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League to Champion Human 

Rights", and its officers were Samuel Untermyer, President; myself, along 

with James G. Gerard, Fiorello H. LaGuardia, Arthur S. Tompkins and 

Col. Theodore Roosevelt as Vice-Presidents. A Notable group of Americans 

from all walks of life constituted its Boa d of Directors. 

The Boycott was widely endorsed as civilization's only weapon against 

Hitlerism, short of war. Organized labor, the liberal forces of the United 

States, and outstanding religious leaders in the nation ad "Ocated it. There 

was ~ considerable opposition to an official boycott, even on the part of 

organized Jewish bodies, such as the B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish 

Committee, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and others. Opinions 

differed sharply as to its practicability and its reperc ssions. The large 

Jewishly-controlled departments ores in 1· v York City were far more 

relunctant to cooperate with the boycott movement than the non-Jewish stores. 

While some fri nds of the boycott movement undoubtedly entertained the 

hope that it would contribute to the fall of Hitler, the greater number looked 

upon it as an effective weapon of protest, as a means o! expressing 
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Q~~ -the gu&t and abhorence of the A~erican people of the Nazi persecution 

bQg Jc wish people and the shameless azi propgaganda which was beginning 
~,, h 

to infiltrate our cit·es. 

" ~~ I addressed many n eetings in behalf of the boycott mov me t. Two stand 

ie j out in my memory - - one in December, 1933, in the Chicago Stadiu attended 
. ~__.-/ , .... 

I,~ ~ ... by some fifteen thousand people ...,...~ as acldressed by Dr. Paul utc inson, .. / 

and Dr. Carles Clayton M 0 rrison of the 11Christian Century" , Dr. John Haynes ~~........;.,.., 

~luw, .... of the Community Church of ew York, Col. Raymond Robins, Solomon 

0. Levinson, and others. At this meeting, a re olution was unanimously adopted 

"to join in the condemnation of the inhuman conduct of the Nazi government and 

to aid and cooperate to remove this vital 

an,'to pledge ourselves to refrain from b in 

materials, goods and products, and to refuse 

e ace to liberty and civilization; 

or ealing in any and all German 

to patronize or ride in German owned 

or controlled steamships or other means of transportation unti the stigma and 

curse of Taziisrn ere weeded out of the German government". 

In addressing this l?oycott rally in Chicago, I s ated: ,,..... 

" Just why ar we 

passionately indignant at 

so aroused, so deeply stirred? Just hy are we so 

;ft=-±-h-ieh has happ.ened and is happening in Germany? 

After all, we are not accus omed to ersecu 10n. 1any page of our history 

are red with the blood of J wish mar yr~~. What makes thi la est chapter • 

in the story oi the age-old persecution of Israel so much more horrible and 

dreadful? \\ hy are we rZJ.llying to figh against this thing as men fight against 

death and the plague? The re are ct her countries in the world today where the 

Jews do not as yet enjoy full equality. -•--"-!p~oo..li-lr4it-.i"-'--aa,~r:H"~ee'fKl~fl+·_.._. there are other 
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lands in which our brethren suffer disabilities of one ki d or another. 

What is the difference betwee the and Germany? 

The difference is a very v·tal one. In thos coun r1es s cially 

of Eastern Europe where our people do not, as yet, posses a full measure 

of equality, they are hopeful of achieving it. They have come out of the 

Dark Ages practically rightless but by dint of effort and struggle over many 

generations they have achieved a measure of it. Tpey are hopeful that they 

will achieve more. There is, therefore, in their situation an upward climb, 

a constant ascent which gives hopefulness and confidence to their, struggles 

and their sacrifices. 

But, in Germany, the process has e n completely reversed. In 

Germany there has been a throwback; that which was alread achieved 

through blood and struggle has been again rested a ay. In Germany our 

people through many generations of struggle had reached a position of 

freedom. They succeeded in winning equality and they have used it worthily. 

From the days of Moses Mendelssohn to the days of Albert Einstein, they 

contributed to Germany's cultural, political, social and economic life in 

fullest measuri.;. In every department of human endea or, the Jews gave 

to Germany and through Germany to the world, men of genius, in science, 

art, literature, in the things of the mind and the spirit- - pathfinders, 

pioneers, men who wrote the classic text books of the new sciences. 

What, therefore, has happened in Germany concerns us not merely insofar 

as 600, 000 men, women and children of our people are being trodd n ~nder 

the ruthle s h~el of tyranny bscauee the s curity, 11-being and rights of. 
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If Hitler succeeds ( and there isn't the slightest doubt in my mind that he will not -
succeed}, if Hitler succeeds in establishing himself and in using that great nation 

of 65, 000, 000 <I{ people as a base for his 

world, then Jews are facing an era of 

anti-Semitic can paigns throughout the 

~~ 
dread, uncertainty and conflict ~le 

world. It is because we want to avert that cala ity that we a e deter ined to 

crush Hitle rism at the outset. I do 't want t is great land of ours, which has been 

our hope and our dream as it has been the hope and dream of mankind/ this land which 

is built not upon one race but upon a hundred races l this nation into which all peoples 

have poured their • blood and their dreams - - I don't want this nation which i.-:r--~ 

--~ founded on the principle of the Ynalienable rig~of all men to life, liberty and 

" 
the purwit of happiness, I don't want this land to be sullied, to be dirtied by Naziism 

d H . 1 . (t 
an 1t er1sm. 

second 
The :KKxKx&l meeting. which I recall was the Testunonial Dinner which 'f/aS 

tendered to William Green, President of the American Federation of Labor, early in 

1934. Mr. Green had given outstanding leadership to the boycott movement in the 

United States. He sa'\V earl~ and clearly the dangc rous azi assault on organized 

Labor. Under his guidance, the American Federation of Labor decided by unanimous 

vote that the American Federation of Labor join with other public-spirited organizations 

in officially adopting a boycott against German-made goods and services until 

the German government recognizes the right of the working people of Germany to 

organize into bona fide independent trade unions of their own choosing, 
tt. 

and until Germany ceas2s its offensive xa»i.ngcxrfx policy of persecution of }ew. sh I ~ 

people. 

-
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At this testimonial dinner I said among other things: 

''The sarr.e bloody hand which laid waste the Jewish community also 

destroyed all t e agencies and institutions of mutiual.help and protection which 

organized labor had estab ished in Germany over a period of many years, 

ou lawed ins unions, scattered its forces, imprisoned its leaders, confiscated 

its funds and reduced the working men to a condition of feudal vassalage. 

l( This, of course, was the prime objective of the Nazi movement. That is 

why it was so heavily financed by the big industrialists, bankers and manufacturers 

of Germany. The bogey o:xmeKXR~~ of Communism which the 

skillful Nazi agitators raised was a ruse and a camouflage. The German Republic 

was never i:eriously threatened by Commu is1 . It was the rising power of organized 

labor and the clear trend towards socializati n of industry which the hard-pressed 

and frightened magnates of Germany were pas ionately eager to check and which 

they succeeded in checking. At least for the time being .... For no such victory 

can long endure at this late day. Those purblind industrial rulers of Germany who 

have succeeded in destroying the only free ins.itutions whereby he progress of 

the people could have been assured through peaceful ways of evolution have laid 

up for th4mselve s a bloody day of reckoning. 

\\It is a commonplace of Jewish history tha the reactionary forces of a 

country which are aligned agains the J e :v are also aligned against the working 

classes. The fortunes of our people thmughout the world hav~n linked up ,.._ 

-lwa'Y-6 wilh the progress of freedom and political and economic liberalism. 

Wherever these ideals flourished, the position of our people was satisfactory. 

-



- 6 -

---Wherever they vere suppressed, its position became insecure and frequently 

de~erate. Similarly the for unes of labor are linked up with the progress of-tncee 

great social ideals. Those who attac them attac also the security and rights 

of labor. It is, therefore, no accident of history that az·is , wh'ch is the 

implacable foe of the Jewis"" people, is also the implacable foe of organized labor. 

" Every reactionary movement has used the Jew as the pivot in the fulcrum for 

dislodging liberal and progressive ideas and institutions. The enemies of the 

Third Republic in France stigmatized it as Jewish. zarist Russia pogromized the 

Jew because it claimed that he was responsible for the revolutionary movements 

which were undermining the regime. Hitler tt ts to eradicate democracy by 

declaring that it is fundamentally Je vish an not G rmanic ... 

\\ 
Fascism is a deliberate and conscious effor to res tore ~nkind to that 

system of ideas and social organization which prevailed in the days before the 

French Revolution. If it triumphs in the wo d, it will also restore our people to 

the status which it occupied in pre-Revolutionary days -- pol'tica and economic 

rightlessness and defenselessness. Instead of free men intrenched in ~alienable 

human rights, we shall become members of a disfavored minority group in an 

ierarchic systen of feudal vassalage -- exactly the position which e occupied 

in the "" iddle Ages. It vas the doctrines of re French Revel tion - - Liberty, 

Equality, Fraternity - - which opened for us the doors of opportunity in Europe 

and which made the~i:m.tbc:6rnxxx ine ecnth Century for the Jews of We &e rn 

Europe the Golden Age of their history. Fascism will again shut these doors 

against us. It has already shut them in Germany. Lacking tre basis of economic 
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idealism, Fas cis must find some other soc· al ideal as its basis. It 

can find it only in an intensified nationalism or racism. Strong nationalism 

and racism always spell stro g an i-S m· is . T ey are intoler nt of all 

minol"'ity groups. 

"The Jewish people 1s, therefore, fighting in self-defense gainst 

this rising tide of political reaction, national chauvinism and racial in-

tolerance. But other groups, too, must wage a similar defensive ar aga·nst 

this self-same menace, particularly trade unions which are the first to 

succumb whenever Fascism tr·umphs. It is, therefore, most logical 

that in the attack upon Hitlerism and Fascism, rganized labor should 

form one unified front with the hosts of I ra against the common foe. 

For every anti-Semite is, under the skin, an enemy of freedom and of the 

working c ass. " 

When Samuel Untermyer resigned because of age from the 

presidency of the A'1ti- azi League, he requested that I succeed him. I 

could not, because of my 1Tn1nv Zionist commitments. Untermyer, a 

brilliant lawyer and la partner of Lo is Marshall, cam late to acti J9... 

service in the Jewish field, but thereafter worked with great energy and 

effectiveness in. ·many important undertakings. 

Mr. Untermeyer represented Mr. Bernstein of the Jewish Tribune, 

in his libel suit against Henry Ford for the ~nd attacks on him 

and on Jews, generally. He forced Mr. Ford to. apologize to Mr. Bernstein . 

... 



- 8 -

Mr. Untermeyer was for some years Vice-President of the American 

Jewish Congress and Presidxnt of the Palestine Foun ation Fund 

(Keren ·aycsod). 

Shortly before his deat in 1940, he made a request tha I should 

officiate at his funeral. When he passed away I traveled to e York 

and conducted the funeral services at his home in Yonkers. 
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The Central Conferenc of American Rabbis, the organized body of 

American Reform Rabbis, was founded in 1889. It's founder was Isaac M. Wise, 

o:ie of the leading eform Rabbis of his day. He also founded the Hebrew Union 

College for the training of Rabb· s. He, as well as his colleagues of tl ose early 

days, were strongly anti-natio alist or a ti-Zio ist and they se the t ne for 

American Reform Judaism for the next two generations. 

In fact, their confreres in Germany, where eform Judaism originated 

in the early nineteenth century, had already set the tone. They confidently 

proclaimed that Germany was their Fatherland -- a rather one-sided proclamation. 

They needed no other homeland. The early Reformers were riding the high 

tide of nineteenth century liberalism, but th y f 1 d 

of nineteenth century nationalism, the trend to r 

note the dangerous shoals 

he centralizing state, and 

the threat to the Jewish minority of the fast deploying class struggle of their day. 

Especially dangerous was this oversignt in a land like Germany, which as only 

just then recovering, 1after two centuries, from the physical and spiritual 
• 

devastations of \vars of religion, among a people periodical wayed by wa es 

oi hysterical religiosity, hysterical metaphysics and hysterical politics, hose 

foremost religious leader in the sixteenth century could indulge in an anti-Semitism 

\.V11ich was matched only by the anti-Semitism of the foremost political lead r of 

Germany in the nven ieth century. 
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These reformers were thinking of progress as most men of their 

day did, in terms of a steady advance, an unbro e march forward, rather 

than in terms of a succession of cyclical move ents, which, over and again, 

come again and which result only in a slight net a vance for mankind. There 

were ample warnings all around them, portents which less romantic eyes did 

appraise more realistically - - signs of an irreconcilable opposition, an 

indurate racial, cultural, economic and religious hostility which had not and 

would not accept the humanistic and democratic synthesis which a revolut·onary 

middle-class capialism had popularized in the nineteenth century, an which was 

destined sooner or later to disintegrate. 

Dr. Isaac M. Wise entertained this sam premature confidence that 

mankind was rapidly approaching the era of a un· ersal faith and a universal .. 
republic. He declared in 1875: 

"Before our very eyes, the world moves on\l ard into the golden age of 

redeemed humanity and the fraternal union of nations, as our prophets thousands 

of years ago have predicted. \Ve are fast approaching the universal democratic 

republic with civil and religious liberty, cemented by the orld's advanced 

intelligence. This century settles old accou ts. It is prog essive." The following 

year he declared: "The Jews do not think of going back to Palestine among Beduins 
• 

and sandy deserts, and the nations in po~ er do not ant them to go there. No 

European 'Country today \Vould give permission to the Jews to emigrate with their 

wealth or even without it ... lit is all dream and fantasy. The world goes not backward, 

its march is onward, and this will expunge the old race prejudice as well as the 

religious super stitutions of the races .... " 
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And so, when Dr. Wise and his colleagues came to formulate a 

Declaration of Principles for Reform Judaism, as .yhey did in 1885 in Pittsburgh, 

they stated: 

"We recognize, in the modern era of universal culture of heart and 

intellect, the approaching of the realization of Israel's g eat Messia ic hope 

for the establishment of t e kingdom of truth, justice and peace among all me . 

We consider ourselves no longer a nation, but a religious community, and therefore 

expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship under the sons 

of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish State." 

When the Balfour Declaration was issued in 19 7. the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis went on record at it Co ve ti in 1918: "We do not 

subscribe to the phrase in the Declaration whi says: 'Palestine is to be a 

National Homeland for the J e ish people." .. We a e opposed to the idea that 

Palestine should be considered the Homeland of the Jews ... The ideal of the 

·Jew is not the establishment of a Je ish State no:r the reassertion of Je ish 

nationality which has long been outgro\.vn" 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis always favored he ri-ri:..,..Q.. 

rehabilitation of Palestine for such Je\.VS as may desire to go there and even 

urged upon Je vs the duty to contribute to the reconstruction of the country bu 

it remained obdurately opposed to Zionism and to the establishment of a Jewish 

National Homeland. 
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But the sentiment of many of its members, especially of the younger 

' 
gnneration, moved steadily away from this doctrina""~ 1 position. Life was 

forcing them to a new orientation. The exponents of the classical, anti-Zionist 

position in the Conference we e soon figl ting a rear-guard actio . The show-

down came in 1935, at the Chicago Convention. It was now fifty years since the 

Pittsburgh Platform had been adopted. The Conference aFFanged for a re­

evaluation of that Platform, more particularly of its position on Zionism. 

Dr.~ Samuel Schulman of Temple Emanuel, New York, and I were invited 

to present our contrasting views. I had, from time to time, been honored by 

my colleagues by being invited to deliver a sermon or read a paper at their 

conventions on some subject related to Juda· m. On all such occasions, I 

urged a new attitude on the pai\of Reform J a· sm toward Zionism . In this 

climactic discussion in 1935, I was also invited to present the Zionist viewpoint. 

This turned out to be the last major debate on the floor of the Conference on the 

subject of Reform Judaism and Zionism. 

Dr. Schulman, in a very scholarly paper, in the main defended the 

Pittsburgh pronouncement on Zionism, although he was far less dogmatic than 

he hirr1self had been in 1918 at the Convention following the issuance of the Balfour 

Declaration. After all, much had happened in ,the intervening years ...• 

Dr. Schulman acknowledged that he strength of what he called the 

nationalist party, consisted in the fact that it had emphasized the importance 

of s ael Ly calling tt a nation. Indirectly, it had strengthened the backbone 

of Jewish consciousness, although it braced it artificially .... Its weakness was 
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that while it wants to strengthen the backbone of Jewish consciousness, it has 

assimilated away t e Jewis soul by making Israel a "goy" like other "goyim", 

a nation like other nations. 

He called for unity and not fo bitte controversy an ong Je s o e this 

issue .... "Let us work togetl er, we the religionists and tl ose ho iffer ith 

us .... Not to stand aloof is our aim, but recognizing the value of Palestine for 

hundreds of thousands of our brethren in Israel, let us help increase the 

settlement, at the same time let us bravely uphold the truth that Israel is not 

a "goy" like other "goyim". It always was, it is now and if it is to live at all, 

will always be a ;witness to God." (C. C. A. R. Year Book, 1935, p. 309 ff). 

Thirteen years later, on the eve of the proclamation of the State of 

Israel, when Israel did bee me a "goy" like ot er "goyim'', Dr. Schulman wrote 

me: "I feel the need of saying to yo that I hail the courageous assertion of the 

Je\VS of Palestine, ,. ith pride in their spirit, and I invo c God's blessi g pon 

their efforts. 11ay God bless the new State .... May e give ictory to the valiant 

defenders of their cot.rt ry and may peace come soon ...• I contratulate you upon 

the dignity and brilliance with which you have represented the cause before the 

United ations. 11 

In my paper I took issue,. ith he accepted thesis that the Jewish people 

was nothing more than a religious community and tha its mission to humanity 

pre eluded the idea of national restoration. 
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The ideal of the mission of Israel, I ·maintained, is not a denial, a 

revision or a substitution for any other concept heretofore held basic in 

Jewish thought, but only a supple ent, an addition, another bulwark for 

national security. 1t does no supplant nationalism. It re-enforces it It 

• 
does not look upon the dis ers10 as a blessi g. It con ronts it as a tr gic 

fact which, however, must not be permitted toe danger the survival of Israel. 

It does not assume that the Jew must remain in exile in order that Yahweh may become 

the God of all the nations. It does not proclaim that Israel is no longer a 

A 
nation but only a religious community, whose sole rai3on d'etre is the conversion ----------
of the Gentiles. The prophcci.es of Second Isaiah ring with the recurrent i·afr-i1 t1. 

of lsra,11' s appr,vi.chi.•.1~ restoration to P le ti e. ~ hen the prophets speak of 

Restoration they are not thinking of "the coloniz ti n of Palestine as a philanthropic 

effort deserving of general support" (a concessio made to Palestine even by 

anti-Zionist Reform Rabbis), but of the rebuilding of the political life and home 

of the Jewish nation. 

Zion; rebuilt and Israel ingathered are the passionate themes of the prop. ets 

following the exile, arid they did not regard them as being in any way irreconcilable 

with the hope of converting the whole world to Yah :veh. 

Any one who attempts to exploit the historic ission Idea of Israel as an 

arg ment agains Jewish nationalism or agains he rebu'lding of Palestine or in 

justiiication of the Galut is guilty of gross distortion of an idea which is very clearly 

and u. an1bigously defined in its original sources. The proph ts did not believe that 

t e Jews should continue to live in exile, nor that they should welcome the 

Dispersion as a bl ssing for the sake of their mission. 
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·ation, race, land, language were always vital and indispensable concepts 

in Jewish life, indissolubly assoc·ated of course with religio1. It was never a 

case of one or the other. They were all one, organically united. There were 

times when one or the other had to be stressed. \Vhenever orie of thcs factors 

of survival was threatened, the strong instinct of the peo· le rallied to its 

defense. Hence in our history we find eras of accentuation of one or another 

of these several concepts and eras of attenuation. But never was any one of them 

abandoned -- until the time of the Reform Rabbis of Germany which is, of course, 

a very recent and seemingly a rapidly vanishing phenomenon. 

A Mes ianic hope not bo nd p with th re rati n of Israel to Paleatine 

is simply not fou d in Jewish religious litera ure anywhere from the time of the 

Secon Isaiah to our own day. ational restoration was the very heart of the 

" essianic ideal from its very inception. To substitute for this national ideal an 

anti-national, nebulous es sianic Age, on the plea of religious evolution, is to 

be guilty not of revision but of distortion. It is both nc\' and co nterfeit. 

It is idle, of course, to talk of our people as no longer a nation but a 

religious community, in the face of the fact that millio!'l s of J e\' s are today 

recognized by the la of nations as nationa minorities in Pola d, Lithuania, 

Czechoslovakia, millions more as a distinct nationality in Soviet Russia, where 

an autonomous Jewish region is actually being built, and hundreds of thousands 

in Pa estine where a Jewish homeland is being lcreated under the terms of a 

mandate of the League of ations which recognizes not only the national existence 

of the Jewish people but its historic claim to a national home. It is not only 

idle today to repea the "re 1girus-communit " shibbolet of the early Reformers 

b t also quite fanta tic. 
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The Jewish pea· le produced the Jewish religion, but peo le and religion 

are not synonymous ter s. The Jewish religion -- and I use the ter in its 

customary sense, for I do not beiieve that a clever neology - - the use of a ·word 

in a new and unsanctioned sense - - is e uivalent to a new theology - - is a colossal 

and world-revolutionizing concourse of spi;r·tual ideas unfolding itself in the life 

of a people of a particular character and temperament, but the Jew· sh religion 

does not exhaust the full content of the Jewish people. 

It was Judah Halevi who declared: "If there had been no Jews there would 

have been no Torah, and the Jews did not d r· e the· high estate from Moses, 

but Moses derived his high estate from the 

Jewish life possessed in its great epochs classic balance, and the aim 

of religious leaders today should be to restore it. Many tributaries flo into 

the historic channel of Jewish lif . In :recent years some zealo s and mostly 

uninformed partisans have attempted to reduce Jewish life to ha is only a 

fraction of itself - - to race or nationalism or folkways or theologic abstractions. 

Quite unconsciously they are all falsifying Jc ish life. It is a mark of decadence 

in the diaspora that so n1any of our people have lost the sense of the classic 

harmony in Je ish life and are attempting to substi ute a part for the whole. 

It is the total program of Jewish file and destiny which the religious 

leaders of our people shou d stress today -- the religio sand moral val 1es, the 

universal concepts, the mandate of mission, as well as the Jewish people itself 

and allf its national aspirations. · Thus the ,trength and security of our lif will 
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be retrieved, and, whether in Palestine or in the diaspora, we shall move 

forward unafraid upon the road of our destiny." 

ck ·, 
The discuss·on of y pap r &ffoved so 1t1·fHr3~~fl:1!l. that at one o'clock in 

n 
the morning the Conference which was meet· ng in a club in the suburbs of Chicago, 

decided not to adjourn ;1; session but to retur to the hea qua rte rs hotel in the 

city, and there to resume the discussion. This was done and it was no until the 

early hours of tre morning that the session finally adjourned. 

It was at this Confcrenca that the traditional opposition of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis to Zionism as finally officially abandoned. 

It was replaced by a position of benevolent neutrality. It left the accept nee 

or rejection of the Zionist program to the de e a ion of the individual members 

of the Conference themselves, and it further r so that the Conference '\: ould 

continue to cooperate in the up-building of Pale 1ne. 

Two years later, ..,; hen a new set of guid"ng principles for Reform Judaism, 

the so-called Co umbus Platform as adopted to replace the Pitt b rgh Platform 

of 1885, it declared: 

"In the rehabilitation of Palestine, the land hallowed by memories and 

hopes, we behold tm promise of renev ed life for many of our brethren. We 

affir the obliga • on of all Jewry to aid i i s upb ildi g as a Je ish homeland 

by endeavoring to make it not only a haven of refuge for the oppressed, but also 

a center of Jew:sh culture and spiritual life." 

In February, 1942, I was invited to deliv r the sermon at the convent· on 

of the Central Conference of American Rabbis ,vhich met that year in Cincinnati . 

c.. 

the founding of the congregation iwhich (bears th name of I aa.c Mayer 
. 
1 e, 
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and whose pulpit Dr. Wise occupied for many years. Commenting on this convention, 
a 

the "Reconstruct·o ist"/magazine of reform within Conservative Judaism stated 

that "The Convention of American Rabbis wl ich took place recently demonstrates 

again land quite forcefully the ha y ca acity of e or Juda's for self-examination, 

self-criticism and fresh adjustment .... The Conference sermon preached by 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver from the pulpit occupied for many years by Isaac Mayer 

Wise, set the theme for the convention. The sermon was a moving experience, and 

a penetrating critique of Reform Judaism .... Additional proof of the central 

importance of Zionism, logically a spiritual concept synonymous with Judaism, 1n 

contemporary Reform Jewish thinking, as the bold and vigorous plea of Dr. Silver 

for Jewish nationalism and for a Jewish homelan alestine, a plea which he 

coupled in his sermon with one for greater con ec ation to God, Torah, and Israel 

and which was enthusiastically received by the vast majority of the Con£ rence 

members.'' 

It was at this Conference that a resolution endorsing a Jewish army for 

Paiestinian Jewry was adopted over the bitter opposi ion of the "old guard". 

The resolution read: "The Central Conference of American Rabbis adds its voice 

to the demand tha the Jewish pop 1lation of Palestine be given the privilege of 

establishing a military force which will fight u der its o n banner on the side 

of the d~mocracies under allied command, to defend its own land and the Near 

East to the end that the victory of democracies may be hastened everywrere." 
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The "old guard'' was so outraged at the adoption of this resolution, that 

it called a conference and organized what subsequently became the Council of 

American Judaism, a notorious ar ti-Zionist g1 oup frorr1 which the Rabbinic 

constituentcy steadily withdrew, leaving it almost entirely in the hands of 

super-patriotic laymen whose chief interest was not Judaism but anti-Zionism. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis, in the critical years of the 

last quarter of a century, during which time the battle for the establishment 

of the State of Israel was waged, and its foundations were laid, maintained a 

positive, constructive and most helpful attitude. Many of its members were 

leading cfuampions in the strugg'ie. 
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Jewish ''intellectuals" have always been a problem to the Jewish people. 

As a rule they are s ercilious fringe-Jews, victi s of a consc·ous or un-

conscious escapism. They enter ain neither love nor reverence for their 

people's heritage. The have cu t e r mo r 1ngs a 1 a e a r· ft. 

The term "intellige tsia", like the terms "proletariat" a "peasant", is 

'->t6t . 
really applicable ~ to the structure of America1 society. Th y belong, or ,._ 

belonged, to the social stratifications of the Old World. When men speal of 

the Jewish "intellectuals" in the U1 ited States, they have in mind, presumably, 

Jewish authors, jouranlists, artists, philosophers, professors, etc., not 

necessarily all the educated, college-bred Jewish m n and women of horn there 

are legion in our country. 
of 

Quite a number of this small group/alien d "intellectuals" -- if and 

when they treat J e·ws and J daism in their literary productions - - do o lighting! y, 

disparagingly an at times with acid and scorn. Some of them do so o t of ignorance. 

But a goodly number of them hail from old-fashioned Jewish homes and from a 

distinctly Jewish environment where they re ccived orthodox Jewish training. 

But they have removed themselves from positive Jewish life becau e they believe 

that there ar~ sweeter pastures elsewhere -- higher re ards, both ocia an 

monetary. To belong to a distinguish ble and, at times, disfa ored minority 

group is too difficult a burden to bear. It is only after these intellectuals become 

disillusioned, when they discover that the rewards which they anticipated are 

not forthcoming, that some of them return to the \Velcoming fold of Israel, a bit 

sa.ddened and embittered and a bit over-zealous .... 
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_.. 
But. tbey (the rabbis} are guilty certainly of a too weak acquiescence 

in the degrad • ion of tbe rabbinical function to that of a spokesman --
1.e. mouth ec , of ignor c , tion fear of t in:f'luential 
evish lait. 

to vrite a rejoi de t se 1 "Let C s. Mr. Hur.ritz re e ted 

me repeat again s si c ~1y e l , in ta io to vrite an 

article for the Menorah Journal, as so es "' be, to p n the situation 

as you see it in answer to Kall.e 's and Cohen's articles .•.• 1 

be doing tbe Journal a very great rvice -- I believe you will 

tbe cause f udaism in America a great rvic -- if you v1ll p 

OU v1J.l 

doing 

nt Oi r 

analysis of t situation, y ur description of hat t r na an t 

synagogue have so far had to build up in this country, and v t ~J. 
J 

t ir ~ture service s d be. • I c~ ........... 
-1;wp~~·. 

consente~. My article, "Wby Do the Heat I , 
for tbis-Z" I finally 

as ace pt d y t 

" 11 .... norah Journal. Galley proof's were submi tt to vhich I corrected and 

returned. Th rtic e s announced for publication in t ;fournal ,a!'l1~~ 

forthcoming 

ss and f 

c tion o my artic e a an indicati9n ot the broa ded-

On t eve of my departure for Earope in July ot that year 
I 
I vas 

informed by Mr. rwi tz t t th articl wo blisbed. 

I _.....M,,_dia.tely t rned o er t a.rtic 
~~d 

tot Je sh Trib of 

Nev York, bich pu ished it in fo .,! tc.,,..i~nts, b gi th tbe issue 

of July 23, ~926. 

Mr. rwitz attempted to justify the suppression of my article in 

a lett r ch set to the Jewish Tribu upon my return trom E\lrope. 

I read-hi 1~ replied to it in tbe Tribu ot August 20th. 
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"Upon my return from London today I read the letter which Henry 

Hu.rv1 tz wTOte to you 1 e lan i of the 6Upp ss on of 

bad been requested and ace p d by 'T'ne norah Journal' . 11 

• Hun- tz s ate 1 • s let t 

c e hich 

conditions to its publicatio , ona, tba it s uld pri e in full., 
without change, and tw, tha; no ansv, r to it should ap 

issue of tbe Journal. 
int s 

This is correct. One vill read:S ly understand vby these conditions 
were made vhen one re mb rs that two of the three authors se pa rs I 
discussed are respectivel th ditor and the managing editor t the 

Menorah Journa1. 'When I requeste that no an~ r should i th 
same issue, I asked for my article the s privilege which t articles 
of Dr. Kallen, Mr. Cohe, d Vu-. Hu tz d. ed1 tor in c ted i 
a note which accompanied the galley proofs tba.t a rep to it vould appear 
in the following issue of the Journal, to c, of c rse, Ir d 
absolutely no ob ectio s. 

rwitz wa free to Jee c n tio . He t Jct 
them; rath r be accepted them "W1 th alacr1 ty and in wr1 ting. 

Mr. Hu.rw1 tz refers to tbe title of my art1cl , ''Why n:, t Heathen 
Rage" (a Biblical phra , by th ay) a ~th e eg no C t of Ra: bi 
Silver. 

11 

Here again ir. Hurwitz's IJC ry seems to f'ail him. I su m1tted 

t\.~ titles for his consideration, the other being, "A Rabbi Makes Reply, 11 -
and Mr. Htuvitz, himself, selected the former. 

There is a subtle sugg stion c ntaine in . Hu.rvitz' s letter that 

my article did not tully measure up to the established stiandard of tbol.18ht 
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and expression of t M norah Journal. Of that the reader must Judge. I am, 
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Menorah Journal. In July it failed tterly .. • • 
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vagaries of tbia distinguished editor. 
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(. 
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Americ Je -sh Cowuiittee are aware of the exte t and bitterness of the 

hostility the have awakened in broad sectors ot American Jewry, especially 

among infer d and committed Je s.,, co la.int is a1 st the spirit vbicb 
tr. ".A 

en1ma, it as disclosed in t circumstances, th t tbe magazine bas 
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studiously igno d so of the st s gnifican ele nts in Jewis life; 

that it has consisten ly given distorted p sentatio to c ain ot rs, no 

le6S u~ ~ ~ j and, finally, h t all to f son an air 

of condescension and S v f. 
... 

historic Jewish C itie 1 

The l no rah Journal 

It made nru.ch of Je sh "cultu "an cat red 

e 

Je 

sh pro r 

1 C uding 

ct ies." 

C • 

the culture vas cularist in character, avoiding any positi identification 

vi.th Judaism as a ligion. I vas it He raic in character or tri ht 

in its "nationalist" identification. It vas neither Zionist nor anti-Zionist. 

Tovards the end it b came t th i ce · of th ric Council for 

T. da1 It Cult 11U sm. • • • , ;1th a," to n, " ndo 1n • • • • 
Tbe Journal ceased being a nt a bi-

nthly, then a quart r y, se 

arly. It c 

8llJilla.l periodical. 

move~nt, of hicb I •a ft first La member of its Board of Go rs and 

had assisted·it'f'i ci from time tot g to disintegrate 

quite early. It is not poss le to launch vital ve t of Jevish 

renaissance • t Di sp vhich 1s purely se in ch act r. In 

rejoinder, "Wby th Heathen Rage," I co nted on this fact: 

i - • , 

neligion t sole re on Jev rsisted 1 ni 
his identi t ,. in the • rld. I b -:v-e s cbe high and lo 1 h 
liter ture to di c r r evide ce t at ~ e • t e to remain a 
Jew a.dmidst advers circumstance in order th t be mig t de elop, to 
q:.1ote .. ... . tz in his articl , 11 atc.i..uu.o~, \- t of the D ", a 
great II s e archit ctu , mural paintings and frescoes, and 
sculpt re od and brass, rks in s11 r, gold and other meta.ls 
. . . a.nd t e old signboards of Polish Jewry. 11 I find nowhere that t 
Je • objected to intermarriage vith other peoples (a practice hich 
vould of course ha destroyed him) on tbe ground that the re tant 
raci admixt re o d prod.uc less gifted musici O or scientists or 
vri ter . There as but o~ reason throughout the ages: "Lest be will 
turn a.vay thy son f~m folloving Me, that they may rve otber gob." - --

.. 
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The Jew persisted in racial. uniqueness in order to p serve th integri·ty 

of his faith. Loyalty to the faith spelled loyalty to the race. When tbe 

P.merican Jev ~ 11 a.ban his fait he will s ftly an 
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Following the large-scale rab riots of 1936 in Palestine, a Royal 

. 
Commission was appointed by the B1·"tish Government u der th chairman-

s ip of Earl Peel, "to asce tain the u erly' g ca ses of the · st rb nces, 

to inquire into the manner in which the Mandate for Pale sti e is being im­

plemented in relation to our obligations as Mai datory toward the Arabs and 

the Jews respectively; and to ascertain whether upon a proper construction 

of the terms of the Mandate, either the Arabs or the Jews have any legitimate 

grievances upon account of the way in which the Mandate has been, or is being 

implemented; and if the Commission is sati fied that any such grievances are 

well-founded, to make re commendations for their removal and for the pre-

vention of their recurrence". 

The Commission submitted its report in July, 1937. It was comprehensive, 

fail and sympathetic. I proposed the termina ion of th andate nd he 

division of Palestine into three parts - a Je\vish State, an Arab State, and 

a British Mandated Territory, which would include Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 

and J. Tazareth with a corridor from Jerusalem to th coas , and an enclave 

near ·Aqaba (as,_ ell as, tem~arily, Tiberias, A re, and Haifa). The area 
,.. 

of the new Je\vish State would be equal to abou one-fifth of Palestine west 

of the Jordan. It recon1n1ended par ition "as the only method we are able 

to propose for dealing with the root of the problem". On the principle of 

~~ 
11 alf a loai is better than no bread", it ~1,1~~~ the sol tion so nd and just. 

Without working out the scheme of partition in full detail, it made the above 

g neral recommendations on the territorial division of the country. 
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At the Fortieth Annual Conve 1tion of the Zionist Organization of 

America, which me shortly after the issuance of the Royal Commission 

report, in NevY· York City, the proposed scheme of part'tio 

subject of discussion. 

as t e chief 

I vigorously opposed this partition pro osal of the Royal Co mission. 

The "American Hebrew" of July 2, 1937, reporting my address before 

the Zionist Convention, wrote: 

"Rabbi Silver attacked Great Britain for failing to carry out tl e 

terms of the Mandate to facili~ate Jewish immigration and the close settle-

ment of Jews on the land. Dr. Silver also 

for failing to provide physical protection a 

ed the British Government 

rity for Jewish settlers 

during the recent Arab disorde s. Declaring hat Great Britain undertook 

to build a Je ~ish Home and in Palestine including both sides of the Jordan, 

Dr. Silver pointed out that it had failed in tha pledge, cutting off from the 

provisions of the J. andate the whole of Transjordania, a territory t ice as 

large as the present Palestine. 

11 1 -ow, twenty years after the Balfour Dec ara ion, an effort is being 

madt! to cut the J e, ish hb meland still fu rthcr to constric i s boundaric s and 

to -oasign an xpandi g Jewish Homeland to what must be a political and 

econo1nic absurdity. 

"The high sp.ritual exaltation of our people, in 1917, inspired by the 

Balf ·r Declaration, has been, through two decades, successively dampened, 

and hilled, not so much by terroristic resistances on he part of c rtain in­

ran 1 eant Arab elements in Palestine, as by th failure of the Manda ory 
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Government to fulfill the obligations w ich it uncle rtook un er the terms of 

the Mandate. 

"The whole record of the Ad inis ation of Palestine ilith refer nee 

to the upbuilding of the Jeivish Homeland a; been a series o{ failures, blunders, 

inaction and non =- cooperation. 

"Great Britain undertook, under the terms of the Mandate, to place 

the country {Palestine) under such political, ad1ninistrative and economic 

conditions as ;will secure the establishment of the Jewish National Home. It 

failed to do that. 

"It under tooK to 'facilitate Jewish immig tion under suitable conditions'. 

It has failed to do tliat. Far from opening the o rs of Palestine wide to Jewish 

mass immigration, it has continually wrangled and bickered and bargained, for 

minimum schedules for immigranas." 

The Convention of the Zi'oriist Organization of America which preceded 

the World Zionist Congress called to meet in Zurich in August, err,phatically 

rejected the partition proposal. 

.J "1 
At the...C6ngress, the principal issue was th 

I l ~rar. 
y ' liJ/_ 

accep ance or rcJect1on 

o! the Royal Commission'.5
1 

Ti\e debate as on " he her nego iations should 

be undertaken with Great Br.itain on the basis of the recommenda ions of the 

Royal Commission. The majority favored such n gotiations. The minority, 

of which I was one, e ·pressed firm opposition to any discussion with Great 

Britain~ might consider partition, holding that the inalienable rights 

of the Jewish people to their historic Homeland cannot be barter d awa ,. 
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I addressed the Congress on the subject and in the course of my address, 

I stated: 

"The epor of the oyal Comm· ssion sets the fashion for illogical 

conclusions, and this m ho ha bee adfpted by the Co g ess. The eport 

vindicated all our clai1 s, stated that the position of t e Arabs lad improved 

greatly, that the Arab land-owners and fellaheen had profited, that the health 

of the population had improved, and that all this had been made possible 

through the growth of the Jewish population in Palestine. The conclusion 

should then have been a recommendation for a vigorous imple entation of 

th M ndate, Instead, there is an un~ ar 

country. Similarly, Dr. Weizmann failed t 

o osal to dis1nember the 

the logical conclusions of 

his own declarations. He criticized the Pales ine Administration, declared that 

the Mandate could be carried out, that the riots ii,. Palestine cou d have been 

prevented, and that the fault was the weakness, bl ndering, and, in part, 

definite sabotage on the part of members of the Palestine Administration. 

11 \Vhat, then, should have been his conclusions? A demand, based upon 

the Report of the Ro ral Commission, for the removal of tho e responsible 

for existing conditions. Instead oi h. ch, he, too, recommend parti ion. 

Dr. Rup in pointed out the insurmountable diificultie s which are involved 

by the presence of so large an Arab minority .in the proposed Jewish state 

and the diiiiculty of transferring this Arab population. \Vha houl d hav 

been his cone usion? A total rejection of the plan of partition as unsound 

and unworkable. Inst ad, he, too, agr es ith the Commi s·on's plan. 
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"What prompted these people to suggest illogical conclusions? The 

prom· sc of a la i g se tlement betw en Jews and Arabs and tl e lope of a 

large-scale Jewish in migration. 0 all t .. se scores they ar lf to be 

disappointed. Partitio do s no offer th pro se of a las ing s ttlement 

with the Arabs. The ra s 1 a e said that they ould res·st it. At r ·re 

irredentism will be created inside and outside of Palestine. Should trouble 

arise, and the English Government be called in as the protector of the 

Arab minority, it would arrive, ossibly at the same conclusions as those 

at which the Commission had arrived, namely, that a further partition or 

perhaps even a compl te liquidation of t omel nd is indicated. 

"Fear is not leadership; surrender i tate smanship~ dismemberment 

1s not nation- building! hen the Children of srael found themselves with the 

Egyptians at their backs and the Red Sea in front, the \ ord ,vent forth: 

'Speak unto the Children of Israel and let them go for, ard. ' 11 

The Zioni& Cong re s adopted the majority rcso ution , 1· ch stated that 

the partition scheme was unacceptable b that the Executive should ascertain 

the precise terms of the Government for the proposed Je ish State, and that 

the Executive should bring any definite sch me that ma ght emerge before 

a newly elec ed Congress for consideration and decision. 

The Permanent Mandate's Commission of the League was favorable 

1n rinciple to an examination of the proposed partition scheme, but opposed 

to the immediate creation of two independent states. 
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The Britis gov rn e t soo a1tto need that it was not comn itted 

to the Royal Co miss· o 's artit· o p a d t at it would s nd out another 

Commission to draw u a. ore rccise s e ,e. T i Co • s sio , headed 

by Sir John oodhe d, u 1 i o sly advised against the do o of t e 

partition scheme outlined by the Royal Cornn issio on the grounds of its 

impracticability. The British gover me t then a nounced that it \Vould co vene 

a conference of representatives of the Palestinian At bs and of the neighb ring 

Arab ates, and of the Jewis gency in an effort to promote an understanding 

Jewish delegates, so that the conferences of the two sides were held separately. 

The London conference led to no agreement. \ hen the talks were broken off, 

two months later the British overnment i u d its h·tc Pap r. 

f hat \Vill ta e place 

almost a decade later following the report of th Anglo-American Committee 

~ I • 
oi nqu1ry .... 



In August, 1939, I attende the t,enty-first Zionist Congres in Genev. 

It met under the shadow of the White Paper w. ich had been issued by the British 

goverTli~ent the preceding V.ay and which deiared that no more than seventy-five 

thousand immier ts i .cl sive of twe y-five thous d refueees, ould be admitted 

over the next five years, and that thereafter no furthe~ Jewis immigr tions 

wou .. d be permitted unles.:. t ~e Arabs .., g ee • T ,is ,, s co lete re udi tion 

of the obligations v' ic: Great 

for the Jewish rational Homeland. 

it in had s e under t e e of t e M ndate 

The delegates to the Congress were, of course, bitter. All were united in 

rejecting the ~~ite Paper. Some advocated passive resistance-complete non-

pol::i cy wbich-ha-d-been-announoed-by-t e-Br • -ti h-eo· r :.t. There were a fe 

o called for armed struggle against t e gover ment. 

Dr. Chaim ·,!eizmann, who was the objec £ e violent attacks because th 

diplomatic failure was qharg d up to him--pl d or the use of peaceful 
c.o-iv.J½.: f, ri I 

methods only in • .g the ,';hite Paper. I ided with hi , and defended 

his position n the floor f th Congress. I was soundly den unced for the 

position wr~ch ~ took. The Laborite delegate e~pecial y did not approve of 

,.., ~ position, nor did ... the members of the American dele tion. , a11J of them 

'Ile were on the eve of a second ~torld ·.11ar. In fact, within two weeks of 

t.l:e opening o: the Congress, 'the r;ar actual br ke out. The wa ould be 

co::ducted a a::..nst the deadliect e::e::--r of our people-the azi • Gre t ritain 

wou d be the chief adver arJ of the /az::..s in this strugele. As Jews, we were 

cee ly involved in the outcome of the coming struf,gle. If the razis won, not 

c. -:r v:o· ~ d ?~lestine be lost to us, ut the wish p ople ou d al.o be lost. 

In a 1azi ao~inated Tiorla there would e no room for the Jewi h peopl or for a 

Jewish Palestine any more than there would te room for any fr pe pl~. Gr at 

Eritain 1ould be fighting not alone for it o~m survival and for th survival 

o" t. e free ,orld, but a so for o surviv 1. ho d refor, not r 
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to measur~s which iould gravely embarrass her in her tar efforts. fL 
To be sure i:e cou d not accpet the \'fni te Paper. Its proposals ere 

contrar_1 t > la,·; a. w justifiable on moral grounds. e ust, nevert eless, 

I areued, continue our cooperation with the Mandatory Go er . en -in order to 

avert chaos in ? lestine. ,·;e c o figh t· e itis o er e ole ce 
.,.. 

even if we w:i.shp -o. l d ;e do not ,vis t 1 unless dri e to despe tion. A 

change is tound to take place. For the present e ust continue our work unde 

the brutal regime imposed upon us by a gover ent which ould not c~ntinue in 

o~fice indefinitely. 

In covering - r address before the Zionist Congress 1 the 11l1ew York Times" 

of August 20th re orted: 

"In an impassioned ch frequ ntly ·nt e b hecklers 

Rabbi Abb Hille Silver of Cleveland, io d today to the delegate 

z·onist Congre s here to do attending the t,·enty-first session of the Wor 

nothing that mig' t br"ng the Je¥s ·n Palest1ne into conflict ith th British 

Governn:ent. 

":Jr. S.:.lver defended the political policies of Dr. Ch im V'eizmann President 

o! t· .e . or:d z.:. . ist Org niza tion Conceding that Dr. ·,'ieizmann m-- ha e been 

'~oo yieldiug or occasion,! r. Silver declared -4~t it wa not Dr. ~~eizrann 

who stvod tod y a a discredited leader, but the Briti 
6!...,~ 

Colonial S cretary, 

• 'Dr. v:eizr..an is t us today i t ho of defe t 

• t1· .,- ·' ' ' D S • 1 id 1 ":"t 1· s ''.')'>• 1.''".lcDon 1 d who s•-,a·s t.::n"1 a" a ,y r.e n ..,ne past., r. 1. ver sa • _ LL pi ... ~j 

as a • stro:-ter o: .. co·•enants and a breaker of mandates.' 

" , I :.-~ke b ~ d t.o say, , Dr. Silver dee la red, 1 th.at the British will not 

era te tl---- t thei.:' r;overnnent shall r • , in branded with the brand of 

be:.:::- :ra • 1 

11 :: added ~at he was persuaded that new proposals regardin Pale tine 

v;ere e~er e efor lon. 
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"'That being so,' Dr. ilver said, 'I am constrained to ro ose to the d lee tes 

to this congres~that they 
. '/ 

conflict it the .ia d o 

o nothing which mignt bring the Jewi h people into 

over e • 
,. ,e e ot yet co fro d t final-

it·'··· 

"Dr. Silve told tr e co fe ce t. e , s .ot p cifi t t • e s 

not obsessed Y,i. th any ' ppe se .e ' id , t eld ,at so e d the Je s dg t 

have to pass to an attitu·e of r sist- ce. Hes id it 

ship to prepare for that day and store up a ,archest. 

s task of ·se 1 ~der-

"'I·am not unmindful of the plight of our poor refuges ho are tryin" to 

get into Palestine, 1 he uent on., 1b t I a orried bout the ossibilit of our 

making colossal blunder t ti e ·,en circwnstances do not ·arr nt out t king 

such action.' 

rt Asked by one questioner w t he woul o pou tnmigrati. on Dr. Silver 

re lied: 

111 I propose that e exert our :vesf o the AUQ.:l..,.W thin th li of 

the White Paper. There is a possibility of bringing int n fr tho d of 

Jews v~thin those limits. ·e have been considerin in the nited S~ate a plan 

to bring in immediately the twent"'! -five thou and that the . te ?aper perr.tits 

alor.g va th ten thousand allovted to nter th·. rear-a total of thirt -fi vc 

thousand.'" 

Ee~ore m 1y year would pass, I vo· d ace· d bi Z o • t l aders and 

o~~ers of being a dangero s ext err~st ad acti it. 

~~ ~e-,. fn 1939 . ~as certa·n1y amo, - the most moderate. To this day I wonder 

w:-et.her I ,as :-rong then •. • 

mL.e Congr ss re ect d the ,,.'h • te Pa. er but refused to go alon with thos of 

~ts delegates ;ho advocat.e· non-cooperation w:th the - itish Government. 

:.avid n 

' ., ..,. e I 

r 

ion succinct formulated the official Zionist line_:_ .. ,.To fight 

P per as though there w re and o fight th ',,. a tho h 

no "'ni ap r.' This a one c n re dily 
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I 

to follow: 

In the war years which followed, which brought with them the 

early victories of the Taz·s an th~ir co est o co ntr· s here 

Jews lived in large numb s, nd where tl e azis roceeded to carry into 

effect their policy of extermi 

in Europe became desperate. 

atio of J s, t e positio of tl Je\vs 

Many fle~r homes and many of them ,. 
sought asylum in Pa estine. Great Britain held vigorously to the White 

Paper policy and refused to admit them. Refugees attempted to enter the 

co ntry "illegally". Many were deported. 0 hers ere appre ended and 

interned. The tragedies of the "P tria" and the " truma" ensued. The 

eople of Palestine \Vere soon dri en ·ode 10n a an organized 

campaign of resistance to British rule in Palestine,which· was made in­

evitable by the stubborn and inhuman policy of the gove rnm nt , set in 

which finally forced Great Britain to acknowledge defeat and to surrender 

the Mandate to the United .1. Tations. I pu licly approved of this r sistance 

both of the Haganah and the Irgun and I tried to compose the bitter rivalry 
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At the .L ation 1 Conference for Pa est·n , c lled by the United Palestine 

Appeal which met in asl ington in January, 1938, I was elected Chairman 

Dr. S.S. ise ~ o ad rv din 

that capacity in 1936 a d 1937. The Confere ce was held eig teen days after 

the issuance of the British White Paper. A feeling of de re sion pervaded the 

Conference. Zionist hopes had received a crushing blow. 

In accepting the position of chairmanship of the United Palestine 

at a time of such low ebb, I felt that first and foremost it was essential to 

raise the morale of the elegates and wor ers and our Zionist constitu ncy 

e 1 

generally. Without confidence ·n our ultim t r'ctory, the work of the United 

Pale tine Appeal woul suffer normo s'ly. 

I was al ay confident that the inescapable logic of events wo ld, in due 

time, ma e Palestine a Je ish State. For a hort r or a longer time his may 

be halted or retarded, but the re- birth of Israel as a nation in its historic 
~ 

home as sure to come to pass as God's ·ord ne er ret rns empty until 

it has accomplished that for hich it wa sent. 

h i escapable logic of v nts ! Vh all th doors of the orld ould 

o losed to our people, then th ha d of des iny will fore ope the door of 

Pa s ne. A d tha .. hour, I believed, was rapidly approachi g. 

Accordingly, I made this the central theme of my speech of acceptance. 
II 

is is one of the rar n1on1en s in my lie", I st tcd. "I am keenly 

a •ar\;; that the • urden involved is even greater than the honor. I am th 

sp r l leader of a large congr gation, which, of cour , has th first claim 

o my time an u on my ne y. N v rth e 
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d..o 
I not feel justified in declining, but I regard?4 myself as a conscripted 

soldier. This is an hour of battle for ls r el e are figl ti g on all fronts. 

1 • ever ·n o r history have we had o fight o so ma fro ts at one and the 

same t'me. s all gi e to t is c uri g t e co 1ng y ar hatever 

energies I can comman , whatever b"lity I ca command, wl atever time 

I can command. I shall try to be mo re t an the nominal head of the campaign. 

I am assuming responsibility, and I assume, also, that you wish me to take 

on a full measure of aut ority. 

"I shall try to benefit by the accumulated experiences of ours during 

the past years. I shall try a few new expe m n a fe ne.,., -,.,ays. I shall 

on the wide-spread pro-Palestine sentiment hich exists among our people 

everywhere. I have found that hile ideologically all of our people may not be 

ready to commit themselves to our Zionist program, there ar re lly fe 

Jews in this country who are do·ng any thinking a al -- a d ost Je shave 

been made to think in the last few years -- , ho have not become Palestine­

minded and Palestine-sympathizers. I h 11 ry, a f r as I ca , o organiz 

that senti!T. t and o capitalize upon 

:, I ~· ould ike." to see banished from o r mids in these days the mood 

of defeatism, the mood of despair. 1 .. 0 people 1s at its best hen it is frightened.. 

You ca 1.ot appeal • o the gen rosity of peo 1 h n rou terrify them. The re -

ac ion to fr: h is flight and hoarding. Bring your people t e kind of message 
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which the prophets of Isr el always brought to their people in the dark 

night of suffe • 
11 Do ot b afra • d ! 11 Bring 

them the message of tl e prophets: "'J he thou passest thro g t e aters, 

I ·11 be with thee, n t roug the r·vers t ey s all no over o lee. 

When thou walke st throug the fire, tho s alt not be bur ed, either s all 

the flame kindle upon thee." 
. 

11 You can bring t em that kind of a message on the basis of what ·we 

have actually achieved and builded in the desperate years since the \Vorld 

War. \Ve have reason to speak to our people in confidence and in ho e for 

the future. 

" Fallowing the orld War, when mo e lf of ur people ere 

broken and shattered in Easte n Europe, thei • life di organized, their 

economic resources at a vanishing point, he there took place on of t 1c 

greatest migra·ions known in the history of our p ope, , h n om ch of our 

energies and resourc s had to be devoted to the 1 mentary work of rescu , 

of providing bread for the starving and shrouds for the dea -- the Jewish 

people, nevertheless, had the courage, the vision and th heroism to apply 

itself to the colossal job of re-b ilding their Je ish nat·onal life in Pa estine. 

Vith their o '!/ ands and their o, r our ce s he oak a la d which had 

been neglected, stripped, and made desolate, and in a few short years populated 

it, b ilt to vns and cities, schools and hospita_ls and a university and tran -

formed a backward, Oriental province into the most civilized center in the 

r Ea . 
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II I pe to you to go forwar s he missar·es of that f ith, courage 

a, vision w • c 1 have not been dimmed in wo ousand year ! '' , 
I served as Chairman of the Un' al stine p l for s1 years, 

re 1n t 'tion in y, 19 C nt e o t e or of 

t e e • c n Zionist E er cy Coun il. 

• 
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In 1939, the Second orld ~ ar bro re o t It v· s to m· r ~ // d and th 

of 

'/ 
,. other o 

che ·ered l is 

, a c I admir 

y things in the wor d. It , •as to affect , estinies of 1 tions, 
I The Jewish peo le suffered more uring tl • s \ ·ar than 

"e f ce of thee i: • It • s tl e blackc: pe iod • its lo g and 

• Re 

greatly. 
,. 

e \ as th e oqu 

S eo 

.... 

which inspired en of go - ill iI those searching and cr·tical years. I had voted 

for him twice, b on March , 1941, addressing m congr gation on s bj ct ,vhict 

"There ar cit· zens o o not fa or a i t rm fo Preside t Rooseve t, 

not becau e are h s fi th r n s-- e fri nds of tl ings 
1 e ands for. h" • y onum 
ser ·ceswhic he has r er is ount d rin last e,re rea s ••• 'Il 
r em er at .. • R e relt, • 19 : t e a ·h·c 0 

thro th e , rs of boo 1d de 0 • i < s t }(' 
0 a eo p C: ap f" ' OS n ,..tr ha a 

(' ' ·hoc:: fann. 

nt 

·ere Ian i hing_ a people prostrate n onl ma e1iall.T, but \·en mo · o pirituall.7. 

The~' r memb r at 1r. Roo~c r t . C i r R eir c fid 1c and hope. 
He set a i i g\· ah, >c 1 a· o·ct~Rtr .·C'r .•• Thc r 1nc'lJcrto 

s o J er ·tt 

m ·1 ·o. tho t~hts and ~ c of 

a 
~ccuri ~ • fi r 

••• 



security for the need and for the un~mployed. 

"They re~ember that Mr. Roosevelt en ~e, vored to ei:;tablish laws vhich 

·,;mud rote ct c.bor c_eai . t exploi ta ion, and to i u c inery for the 

amica le adjust~ent of employer an employee rela ionships. 

"They reme ber tha e v s resp ible for thee ct e of lavs to 

curb t·Je evils of g bli a o the stock exchanee and. t e e loitation of the 

investi J:)Ublic. All tbes meacur s he attem ted to achie vit in the 

frn.mei,.;ork of the system of private enterprise. And through the en ctment of 

these measures, be succeeded in averting a violent political and conomic 

upheaval in our land. 

"He has vor~{ed and is still ·orking not al.on for peace, but for a 

"u,:,t peace. 

"And yet, because of their very a atfon for him, these friends of 

. not to stand for re-el ct Mr. Roosevelt, ~~ong w om run one, ould ur 

The Third Term, y fr-lends, 'is not a lav, but a tradition, a tradition vhicb 

reflects tbe political vi ~C' of the erican peo ' a custo e ren 

powerful tha.vi a ·I. It ie-

tundred f fty years, and duri 

crit"cal times, C'ome of the 

C rto w C h not be n viol t d in on 

th on h ndred fift. east re nav been 

ore critical tb the p e ent." 

"I-t is particularly important in the c- d yr;, wben the indisp nsible-

or:e-rr. u"1 ru.le is exalted in o m y parts of tbe ·o ld at th xpen,..e of the 

democr tic :'aith in ... a,_.s· nd institutio sjatb th n in pr ons, that it 

stou.1 ~ not e re • diated." ... 

P.fter ... be t"·o parties met in convention and ~- Roo evelt vas 

o.,-r,inated mocr tic P rty for a th rd t rm, I was asked y Th Cl v 

land P ss • ether I wou d rlsh to exp ss myc lf on the nomination of l'...r. 

?.oo. vel t or on . ! nd 11 L. Willki , who v s nomin t d by t R pu licans. 

--

• 



.. 

In reply, I stated: "ll.iy conviction as to the third tenns remains 

u changed and so does, iration for the p ~CA~ and acbiev ments 

o~ ?resident o se elt. What I expr ssed in my fare address represents a. 

convicti • o. "' - 0 con"'i era ion ld ave -w rr 

c:' atti u e, the o positio c ndidate, i tis c se 1 • Willie, 

d a che.ng 

uld 

t~ve been an isolationist, r presenting a for ign polic at sharp variance 

- uh the and courageious one which President P.oosevelt s been 

presenting. In which case, tre vital inte sts of civilization, nov being 

t· reatened, would have out"eigbed any ot r consid ration1· 

Y.r. Willkie haG expreGsed imself clearly d unequi ocabl 

1..endering ma.ximum aid, hort of war, to Great Britain. 11 

ortunately, 

it-ef)~of 

The Rep blican I tional ColrJili tt nsive us of my sta.t 

ctive in th campaign. 

I ' 

nt 

I 
vhich was entirely proper. 

declined on the ground that it 

as asked to 

~" o.s an un practice b \.\I'• not to 

?articipate in any po itical c paign. 

I rec a a.rm not from l . 1 ki : 

' fuar Rabbi Silver: 

''I •. o t ppr ci ti v of our statement r 1 

?ress of Ti e""da , fa.uguGt 6, announcir15 our pport of 
\ 

~- sident oft~ Unit d t~te. 

Cl v land 

c dida.cy for 

II As one of t· e a tetan J '\ G r b c • t , as • 11 as 

.. ot 1r ral d 1 ad r in th Zio ~ e nt, I am d to ha~ your 

s-.=. ... port, and ~ pl grat fuJ. for all o a doing in my bebnJ.f. 

Cor all d sine 1 , 

l ndell L. illki I 

Politics aside, I really o.dmi d this man 
k.tt~r pp vision in th .,A,H-~..,.~tT." of 
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reached out to the "One World", and whose deep humani y touched the 

hearts of n1.en. 

In 1944, hen Presiden oosevelt ran for a fourth term, I again 

voted for the Republican ca didate, M . T o as De'- y. T is , as lool ed 

upon as heresy and was deeply resented bw tl ose Jews and Zionists who 

were conp letely sold on F. D.R. There were prominent Zio1 ists,close to 
I 

the Admibiistration , who felt that my Republicanism would prove em­

barrassing to the Movement in Washington. ,My troubles in the Zionist 

Emergency Council in the the next fe 

are in the main traceabl to thi fact 

V 
~~ .. ,' to which T will refer la r on, 



Early in ~~e year 19i2, I receive an invit ~ion from nr. eiz n to 

visit ~ngland in behalf of the ~al stJ e Appeal Campaign. I ace pted the 
2 - &.;. ~ J,J./'--1 invitation and, travelli~gby ayof n~rmuda and Lisbon, gy Gli-ppe?, I arrived 

I 
in England on~ rch 9~ a was me ya co ·ttee e e by Dr. ~eizmann in 

the Par.id" c;,ton Statio • I stop e at the Dorchester Hotel P-nd after dinner 
that eveinc :;: wa ked o t i 0 f' st 1 c·o ti • eir 

a"'" e hncterground and ghostly expe. ience. IA steppe into t shelt en, 
wo en, and chi en ;ere slee i g i iro cots o tree tiers ile pa seng rs 
were waiting for their trains .• 

It was a ery distress·ng time for 

staggering • lo s in the Far F.ast. The 

gl nd. It had quite recentl~r received 

und of .:ialay, Singapore, Rangoon, 
Jav , ,. d Bu:- 1ia ere still fresh. 

and trying d--y for our ~ove nt. 

.ose ere dar days also for our people 

7mile the full extent of our p ople' t the hand bf the Nazi 

,as as yet f Im m, eno h} was known of/' 'azi a 1· c pl ns to e 'ter • t 

European Je7rr/ to f'll us all with horror. Our .viove ent as impaled on the 

horns of a tra ic dilemm. Jens ev--,-h re v e, of co e, hind 
Great ritain and her allie in th ·ar a ain t the lazi, on n 
of ci "lizatio .. Rut p"em nt wa 1 d t r ~1 t Gr rjt in in 

Pa .... est..:.ne ecaus , as the .. ~ndato . Government, i ha· h t the doors of 

Palest::.ne against. our refu0 ee ·who 1 re des erat lj s eki.n asylum fr ::i Pitler' 

co nee. a t::.on ca u. s and ga cham er • Pale tine tTew 1ere loy 1 y fighting 

i . .. .e a .. i s f ~ ea rita: n, ut th Haga h a Irg n; each in it oin ay, 
had tors v Gr at B.it • in ale tie in the hp o sa ·ng the haple s 

remna.t~ o~ our eo le from ey:termination. 

t!'I os ·,·ere e day,of the White Pa r. I arrived in London just t n da s 

after vh s· nki t:> of the 'Struma"-t e ship 1hich mrried sev n hundr d J • sh 

s. It had been turned a from the ahor ~ of PalP.t~n nd had 
per· sh ·nth lack S a. 

___,. -
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Upon my arrival, I met with the representatives of the press at 

t e central Zio. ·st office, 77 Great Russell Street. I spoke to them of 

the pressing an urge t proble of our Je isl refugees, tl e victims of 

our common enemy and of Pales i e which sho 1 be open and available 

to them , for in Palestine the Jewish people had an internationally accredi ed 

legal status for which they }:lad to thank Great Britain. 

" The Balfour Declaration as a product of great political vision and 

statesmanship and emanated from the deep humanity of the fine spiritual 
• • 

centres of the English people; and the Jewish people would forever rem in 

rateful to this act of state manship, h n n1 y nd friendship. 

"Unfortunately in the last hventy aid ar , for one rea on or another 

difficulties were placed in the way of the full implementation of the le ter and 

the ~irit of the Balfo r Declaration. White Papers made the , rk of re-

habilitation, reconstruction and actual con ersion of Palestin into a homeland 

for the J e :vish peop e 1ncrea i gly mo e iffic lt. B the er hopefu 

f 1at the tnme vision, the sam humanity, the ame friendship which the 

English people evidence during the last ar, :vonldcgain manife t it. elf 

n::> ' a.din the ·ears to come, vhen it m s become inc _easi gl clear to 

... o htf ul peo le, pa -------- with th increased tragic position of European 

e ry, that the s a ishmen of a ational Home land for the Jewish people 

in th ir historic home as an immediate rgency. 
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" The Jewish people are asking Great Britain to treat them as friends 

and allies. Great Britain has o more loyal f iends i the world, o more 

l9yal friends in t at par of the worl whic d beco o e of the most 

critical oints in the far-flu g bat e of t e U "ted at· o s in the Near East 

than the Jewis' people. Tl e ask o this great people not to embarrass them 

in the United States by such incidents as the 'Struma' affa·r, by sending 
I 

refugees who fled from ten thousand hells in Europe to a place which they 

to regarded as sanctuary, concentration camps in the Holy Land and 

great people to treat them in a way which ing with the dignity 

of an ancient 1 eopl ; to pe;rmi tlie J e s of tine to fight for the common 

cause, under British command, but under th flag of the Je :vish people in 

Palestine. '' 

I expected to find he ar-be e and sorel troubl d Je ish com-

m it of Great Britai distrau ht, and as far as Zioni t activi i ere 

concerned, all but paralyzed. But to my gr at s rprise I found it unshaken 

in its Zioni t loyalties, firm i its re olve, and ge 1ero in it re ponse. 

I isited ni e c· ies. Some oft cm had b recentl bli ze and badly done 

up. Th ni h s ere made darl r by the niversal blac o . B sides London, 

I visited 11a chester, Leeds, Liverpool, Birmingham, ew Castle, Southport, 

Harrin a , Sheffield Glas o •. It :vas a hirl ind o r. I addr s ed many 

meetin s. .tJverywh re I recei ed the ame heartening impression and the 
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same warm response. I left the shores of England encouraged by what I had 

seen, and upon 1ny return to the United States, I conveyed to my fellow-Jews 

the inspiring in1pressions of courage, perseverance, and lo>·alty which I 

found there. 

While in London, I held several press conferences. I addressed the 

Palestine Parliamentary Committee in the House of Lords. I saw Mr. Neville 

Butler of the British Foreign Office, am Mr. Richard Law, Under-Secretary 

in the Foreign Office. I spent an hour with Viscount Cranborne, the British 

Colonial Secretary. I conveyed to ·them the shock which \vas hlt by the 

Jews of America and by the American pe n ally over the recent 

"Struma" disaster, and the earlier episode of the ''Darien", ·which had reached 

Palestine with eight hundred refugees and carried on board also the survivors 

of another refugee vessel the "Salvador", \vh· ch had sunk in the Sea of . 
Marmora with the loss of over two hundred lives and of the "Patria", which 

exploded in the Haifa harbor with the loss of two hundred a d fiftyi-seven 

lives. On landing., the refugees on the "Darien" were all interned. I asked 
to 

for the release of the internees. I pointed out/the officials, and especia ly 

to Lord Cranborne, the strong opposition in the United States to the White Paper 

policy vhic 1 ~a.s so badly entangling Great Britain in a web of hostile acts 

against the help ess victims of azi persecutions, which I am sure, the 

English people themsel ·es did not approve of. I also discussed with British 

officials the formation of a Jewis army in Palestine and urged the British 

gave nmen to give approval and to cooperate in this proj ct. I wa told tl at 



- 5 -

White Paper policy might be reconsidered but not now. Even Winston 

C chill would not f var any c ange at t is time. I s gg sted that adminis-

trative discretion could be xercis d eve within t e frame •o , of the \\Thite 

Pa eT to avert a recur en·ce o of the "St uma'' trage y. I told them that . 

the only true fr"ends that Gre t rita· had in the ear ast -- friends o 

were actually fighting on its side -- were the Jews, and that Great itain 

was sacrificing dependable friends in a critical hour to appease potentia 

or actual enemies. 

I was most cordially received, and my very frank and £01 thright 

presentation as not in any ay resented. r ard Law promised to 

repeat faithfull what I h d told him o M . n n Eden. Lord Cranbo ne 

said that he would give the a ter mo t serio s thought. It' was clear to me 

that they were .L ot at all happy over the measur s hich t e '\ hite Paper 

olicy was forc·ng them to take. 

I do no hat good cam o t of hese alks. B t f t r 

, • d b h • d k M . t.vs d n1 s ,,ere not ... urne away, . ut, en seize , were ta en to aur1 an 

{Chec.i:<.) lat,=>r on to Cyp:-us, for he War's duration. This wa a pal ry relaxa ion, 

1 deed, but the ,. er no mor "Struma" incide s. 

rhile i L ndo , I also call d, in th company of D e1zmann, on 

•• e Soviet Ambassador Ivan Maisky. We discussed Savi t-Jewish relations, 

."' r lem of J e ish r fu e s in R sia, their ransi to Pal 

a d genera a it de of the Sovi t Government toward h J wish ational 

01 • 
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I 1 ft England on March 25th for Lisbon. The re I waited sev ral 

da s for a C ip er to carry _me back lo . I traveled ·xteen our to 

Baloma on the est Coas f f .ica and then on to ata , sleeping on th~ 

lJ.OOr of t plane in t· .,.e cloa - roo . ro tal e fle to ele at 

the mouth f the Amazo . ere spe t the night. s the eve 

of Passover, I inquired whether there were any Jews in Belem. I found 

t at there were two congregations of Je s - - o e Se hardi, the other 

Ashkenazi. Towards evening, the Chach m and the lay head of the Sephardi 

congregation called and invited e to attend Passover Eve service at their 

synagogue, which I did. Later I 

at· his home. It was a charming 

t 

der con CJ: 

a e Seder :vi th the Cha cham 

according to th Sephardi 

ritual. At about nine o' cloc in t e evening, a committee of the Ashkenazi 

community came to the Chacham' s house and invit d m to join them a 

heir Seder. I cnt a ong, bidding far e 1 o my gracio, ho t and h" s 

fa ily. At t e Ash enazi S d r, the H ggada 1 as b gun all o r again, and 

t e Passov r meal as well ... I enjoyed two Sedarim in one night. 

Early ne •• morning, we flew to Port of Spain in Trinidad. I att nded 

Passover serv·ces there in th .mall s nagogu , her I sa a n mbe r of 

.. m rica old" rs. Trinidad ~as a 1 impo ta m rican a m bas . That 

n I va 1 ited to a ten. a lovely Seder hich as cond ct d by a 

Cl a a for h J ish soldiers on the base. Th s for h fir 

.. i e in my life, I njoyed three Sedarim in one Passover ... 

'\ 
• 
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The ex we ew to P °z.to Rico a d ew York. I had taken along 

w·r me a acka e of Matzo . Wl en th lrisl customs inspector in New York 

o e e y suitcase a ·ha "T cse are 

Jew biscuits, ain't they? Me and my miss s ike them too." 
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Two important conferences were to be held in the next two years 

11 the U ited States whic were to prove decisive in the history of the Zionist 

{ovement. 

An extraordinary Confe e ce as called by the E ergency Committee 

for Zionist Af-airs in ew York City, May 9-11, 1942, at the Biltmore 

Hotel. It was the first general conference of all the Zionist grou ings in the 

United States s ·nee the outbreak of the ar and the first important Zionist 

gathering since the World Zionist Congress in 1939. Dr. Chaim Weizmann 

and David Ben-Gurion were present. 

The aims of th Confer nee were o about unity in Zionist 

ranks in the United State and to formulat Z • o ist aims in anticipation of 

the end of the ar and he Peace Conference hich was to follow. Bo h Dr. 

\Veizmann and David Ben-Gurion delivered important programa ic addresses, 

The Biltmore Confer nee pa sc some im ortant re 

Foremost among them vas: 

tions.' 

"The Conference urges that the ate of Palestine be opened; that 

th Jc: i h Ag cy be res e \ ith control of immigra ·io i to Palestine and 

:vi h th nece sary au hority for up ildi g the co 1ntry, inc ding the develop­

oc upied and u cultivated lands; and that Palestine be established 

as Je\ 1 ish Common :vea h in eorated in the str c ure of the new democratic 

world. " 

-
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This so-called Biltmor progr m constituted, as the American 

Jewish Yearbook for 1942 states, "a fundame tal departure from traditional 

Zionist policy. ereto o e of ·c· Zio ·s stea fa ly ref d to fo ulate 

the ultimate aim of the M~ve ent, prefer ing i stead to concentrate on the 

practical task of building the Jewish ational Home. But the British White 

Paper of 1939, which interpreted the terms of the Mandate in a way that 

would freeze ''T e Jewish Community to a permanent minority status", and 

the war situation which would eventually bring international factors to bear 

upon the future of Palest·ne, pro 1pted he Z • nist le ders to take a firm 

unequivocal stand. This demand for a J mon ealth ~as subsequently 

endorsed by all major Zionist gro ps .... Th B ·1tmore program ~ as fi 1 y 

sanctioned also by the Inner Actions Committee of the Zi nist Organization 

in Jerusalem. In the absence of the World Zionist Con r , which m~ la t ,... 
in 1939 and may not meet again for the duration of the war, this may be 

r arded as t e official Zionist stand on the ultimate aim of th Movement." 

On Augu t 29, 1943, the American Je vish Con£ r nc met at the 

\ aldorf-Astor· a Ho el in ! e, York City. It, as held in an ic1 ation of the 

problems t at ould face he Jewish peo 1 1n he os - a p riod in E rope 

d Pal ine. I had een planned a a prelimina ) meeting of thirty-t o 

n tio a Je ish organizations ~hich had b en h ld in Pittsburgh e rlier 

• l d h. h h d b k d h • • • • v>- f H M k in t e year an ic a ee convo a t 1n1t1a i o nr}' one y, 

Pr sident of th B 'nai B 'ri h, on of the truly reat lay-leader which American 

J r due d. At this m tin it had be n decided to ummo an Am ric 
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Jewish Assembly (the name was later changed to the American Jewish 

Conference) whic would be orga iz on de o at· c es, to establish 

a common program of action in connectio wit post-w r problems, relating 

tot e rights and status of Jews i t e po -war o ld, to consider and re-

commend action upon all matters looking to the implementation of the rights 

of the Jewish people with respect to Palestine and to elect a delegation to 

carry out the program of the American J • ish Assembly in cooperation w·th 

the duly accredited representatives of Jews throughout the world. (The 

American Jewish Conference, Proceeding of the First Session, 1944, p. 33}. 

Five hundred elega ·e attended th a orf-Astor·a Conference, 

one h ndred and t ent -f" re enting 

hundred and se· enty-five o were electe·d by the comm'tnities. Elections 

were held in every state of the Union. At least two million two hundred and 

fifty thousand J e s participated di c ctl y o in dire ctl in the lo ca elections 

o' delegates t • • t American Jewish Conf n ce. (Ibid 48+. All ade of 

opinion 1n h merican Je ish Commun ·ty were represent d at the 

Conf rence -- Zionists and non-Zioni ts, Orthod x, Co e.rvatives and 

Reform Jews - - labor lead rs a man , who b longed o no s ecia group. 

A 1 rouping s ere gi en propo tion repr s nta io ach of th 

Con ·e enc committees, each group designa ing its o representatives 

a d ach committee electi is O\'n officers. 

(:) s 
lenary ssion of the Conference which as held on 

t 30th wa d voted to a symposium on Pal s ine. It 
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was at this session that I spoke. I was given the time Hotted to the American 

-ewis' Congres . The time of the Genera Zionists had e n assigned to 

other speakers. 

j~ 
''My d ar friends~l:he Je vis 1 p e is 1 danger of co 1ng out of 

this war the most ravaged of peo es an· t e least healed and restored. 

"The s ark tragedy of our ravage has been abundantly told here and 

elsewhere - - ~ragic, ghastly, unredeemed. To rehearse it again is only to 

agellate one's self and to gash our soul again and again. But what of the 

healing? V/hat • s beyond the rim of blood and tears? Frankly, to some of us, 

nothi e e b i g omf r ed t the 'th the hope that the Atlantic 

Charter and the Four Freedoms and victor ring the healing of our peopl . 

111 am afraid that e are again sacrificing cool, albei bitter r asoning 

and logic to beguiling roma cing in the void. Vve arc aga·n turning away from 

I~ 

Sistory to drea s an to apocalyp s which som f us amazingly nough 

choose o cal
4 

realism and a e manship. 

'
1 The "'ast V{orld Viar made th orld safe for d mocracy and granted 

the Je vs o" C tral and Eas ern Europe not only· the ri hts of citizenship, but 

even inori • rights. But yo r me. b , or ha ou f o o t ? I brou ht 

also 1 1 .. a~ the most borough oing, bruta and a n"hilationist anti-S mitism 

f a ' r peo le as ever expe ienced. 

"Have you al ady for otten th or of th fir orld Wa ? D re 

yo 1 rge • t? And now again, in the second orld War, ma y Jews are hopin 
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to achieve through another Allied victory hat an Allied victory fa.led to 

give them after the 1 st war, what a whole c ntury of enlightenment, liberalism 

and progress faile to give them -- peace and sec r·ty. They are again 

confusing for a political e uality with i munity from economic and social 

pressures. 

"The immemorial roblen of our natio al homelessness, which is the 

principal source of our millenial tragedy, remains as stark and as menacing 

today as it ever was. Yet e::>me Je '>IS are again try·ng to circumvent it with 

wiS1ful thinking and to hide the real problem, the nettling, perplexing, in­

sistent problem, crying for expression and solution, nde the thick blanket 

of appeals to Jewi h u • y a d J ~ish aff n· Y'· 

''Trere is a tragic fact which see o scape so many students of 

anti-Semitism. The story of J ish emanci ation in Europe from the day after 

the French Revolution to the day before the azi revolution is the story of 

political positions captured in the face of tubborn and sullen oppo i ion, hich 

left our emancipated minority in each country encamp d "\; it in an unbea en nd 

unreconciled opposition, so that at the slightes pro ocation, a soon as things 

got out of order, the opposition return d to the attack and inflicted gri vous 

wounds. 

"And in o r da , stirre b) the political and conom1c struggles which 

have torn natio s apart, this never-failing, never-reconciled opposition s vep 

over he Jewish political and conomic po/si ions in Europe and comple ly 

demol' shed them. The e is a stout black cord which connec the era of Fichte 
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in Germany with its feral cry of "hep, ep", and the era of Hitler with its 

cry of "Jude verrcc' e". The Damas us affair of 1840 s up with the 

wide spread reactio after the Revolution of 184 - - the Mort ara affair of 

Italy; the C ristian So ialist o e the r of c ; t} 'Ilsza-Ezlar 

affair in Hungary; the r vival of b ood accusations 1n o em1a; the pogroms 

in the 80' s in Russia; La Fra ce Juive and the Dreyfus affair in Franc ·; 

the pogroms of 1903; the Ukrainian blood baths after the last war and the 

human slaughter houses of P land in this :var. 

"This, my friends, is our persistent problem. This is our immediate 

emergency -- imme iate almost to ev ry e 

every country. What we are confronted w· 

of our people in almost 

the fright£ 1 a gravation 

of a situation :vhich has con 1n o ly d rke e th page of our history since 

the beginning of our <lispers· on. 

"No ;v, :vhat is th sol tion for this persistent emerg ncy in Je\ ish 

life? There is b tone solution for that national homelessness which i the 

ourc of our mil e ·a1 trag d). Th:r e is b tone sol tion fo ational home-

essness. That i a national home! J. ·ot ne immigratio op ortuniti sin o her 

coun rie s for fleeing refug es; not ne\ colonization scheme 1n o h r parts of 

th orld, man o uhich re o hopefull at (?mpt d in he la f w decades, 

\' o our ve r o n day, and :vith such lit e success. The only sol tion 

.. to or alize the po itical s a us of the Jewish people 1n the world by 1v n 

na io al basis in i s na ional a d his oric home. 
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'The world finally came to acknowledge the validity of this solution. 

In 1917, Great Britain issued the Balfour Declaration. This Declaration was 

not intended to be an immigrant aid scheme, an effort to open up a new avenue 

for Jewish immigration. Shortly before its issuance, and for many years 

prior thereto, Jews in very large numbers were finding opportunities for 

immigration in many parts of the world, especially in the Western Hemisphere. 

The Balfour D claration was a political national act designed to rebuild the 

national life of the Jewish people in its homeland. 

"Now, is thi my interpretation or that of Zionists only? Not at all. 

It was the universally accepted interpret tio f the statesmen of the world 

and of those who were responsible in the first place for the issuance of 'this 

Declaration: Lloyd George, President Wilson, Jan Smuts, Winston Churchill. 

They were thinking in terms of a Jewish Commonwealth or, as many of them . , ~ 

called it, the Jewish State, which was to be the natural outgrowth and evolution 

of the Jewish National Home. 

"And how did our American Jews 1n those days interpret that document? 

When the first.American Jewish Congress met in Philadelphia in 1918, a 

Congress in which Zionists and non-Zionists participated, as in this Conference, 

it elected a delegation to represmt American Jewry at the Peace Conference, and 

the delegation was given instructions formulated as follows: 
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They were to cooperate w·th the representatives of 

o ue r Jewish organizations, specifically with the World Zionist 

Organization. to t e end that t e Peace ·confe nee i ht 

rec gn1z the as irations and historic claims of the Je\vish 

people in regard to Palestine and might declare, that in 

accordance wit the British Government's Declaration, there 

sha • be estab ished such political, administrative and economic 

conditions in Palestine as would assure, under the trusteeship 

of Great Britain, acting on behalf of such a League of Nations 

as might be form d, th development 0£ Palestine into a Jewish 

Common\ eal.th. 

11 \Vhy has there arisen among us today this mortal fear of the term 

"Jewish Common ealth" :which bo h Briti h and American sta e men took in 

their stride, as it ere, and\ hich o r o n fel o -Je s of h camps en-

dorsed a quarter of a century ago? Why are an i-Zionis s, or non-Zionists, 

or neutrals determined to xc1se that phras - - and I susp ct, in ome 

i lstances, at least, hat hope? 

11 Vhy a e they asking us, on the plea of unity, to surrender a si.c 

political concept which was so much a part of the whole patter of the Balfour 

Declaration? I suspect it is b cause th y, or some of them, or mo t of them, 

have never r a 1 reconcil d themselves to the fac both of the Declaration 

and of he i :1anda e. They would lik o forg t about h m or h v the world 

for e .. abo hem or i h h m out of xist nc . Of co rs , th have no 
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objections to Jews going to Palestine any more than they would have ny 

objections to Jews going to ew Zealand, to ustralia or y other part 

of the world. 

It is amazing to me, I fra ly co fess, that Je s are .a.oved to applaud 

a fellow-Jew when he conse1 ts that ;J e s sl ould have the rigl t to go to 

Palestine. Once having made this monumental concession that Jews have a 

right to go to Palestine and that that right should not be restricted, they feel 

justified in asking the Zionists to make a little concession of their own - -

just a little concession -- na ely, to surrender that for which they and their 

fathers hoped and prayed throu h the cen r1 

process off fillment -- a Jewish Common 

nd which is already in the 

of Pal stine. 

"We are told that o r insistence on the Jewish Commonwea th i insist-

ence on an ideology, and why, w are asked, shou done crea e di l y lil 

the ranks of America Isra 1 o r an id o ogy? 

"In all sincerit , fri nds I a k you to think along wi h m 1s it an 

ideology? ls the natural, normal instinct of a homeless people to find a home' 

for itself after centuries of homele sness and to lead a normal, natural exist-

ence, an ideology? Is it a ideo og, fo an En i h nc to wa cl England, or 

for a Frenc man to ant a Fra e, a Free F ance, a d, l e x1 d from it, 

to wish ardent! to return to it? 
the 

•; V' • 1s it an "ideolo y" for/p ople o Isra 1 to ant the Land of Isra 1 

from 1hich it as dri en cen r1es ago and so lost its p ac and its rest and 

l J of lif ? 
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"Was • t a ideology :vhi ch kept alive the lo e of national restoration 

among our people for nineteen cent ries? \Vas it not rather tl e hard, cruel 

facts of our existence, ex· cs, 1 ass er s, pogro ~s, indignities, all t ay 

a ong the black stout cord of disaster, ever broken fro1n 70 to 1943? 

"We are r,ot insisting on ideologies; we are insisting on the faithful 

fulfillment of obligations internationally assumed to rvards our eople and on 

the honoring of_ covenants made with us. We ask for nothing ne rv. It is those 

who tell us to surrender the demands already acknowledged in international 

sanctions, that are motivated by idologies, no we. It is they who are forcing 

the reopening of a question which should h v 1n consci nee been closed in 

1917. 

"So, my good fri·e nds, we are not concerned here with ideologies. The 

reconstitution of the Jewish people as a natio in its homeland is not playful 

political concei- of o rs, a sort of intell ctual pastim calculat d to satisfy 

some natiozul ·anity of ours. It is th cry oi despair of a p oplc driven to the 

~:all, iighting for its very life. It is the pressing urgency of instant and current 

s · ffer·ng a d oft e beset ing dang rs and d·sabilit·es toda,, d, I am afraid, 

a so ton1orro . 

"From he infested, typhus-ridden Ghetto of Warsaw, from the death-

• ,.o i.< of azi-o upied lands rvhcr~ myriads of o r people ar a vaiting e ·c cu 10n 

b 1 f.c ·lov o ie quick me h d, from a ndr d concen ati n camps hich 

be.fo 1 the map of Europe, from he pitif l ranks of our wand ring ho \s over 

r fac 

er: 11 thi 

f the earth, com s the cry: "Enough; t r mu t be a final 

sur and c r a1n nd ! '' 
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"How long is the crucifixion of Israel to last? Time and again we 

have bee·n stretc ed upo t e rack for other p oples' si s. Ti e and again 

we have been made the ippi g boy for b under· g governments, t e scape-

goat for defeat in war, for mise ya d epressio , for conflict a o g classes. 

"How long is it to last? Are we forever to live a homeless people on the 

world's crumbs of sympathy, forever in need of defenders, forever doomed to 

thoughts of refugees and relief? Should not, I ask you fellow-Jews, ought ot, 

the incalculable and unspeakable suffering of our people and the oceans of 
. 

blood which we have shed in this war and in all the wars of the cent¥rts; should ,. 
not the myriad martyrs of o r eople, a 

vast sacrifices of our br ve sol i r so s w 

th magnificent heroism and the 

today fighting on all the b ttl 

fronts of the world - - should not all this be compensated for finally and at long 

last with the reestablishment of a free Je • sh Common'l.vealth? 

"Is not this his oric justice and is t is orld today not reaching o t so 

desperate ya d so pathctica ly for an orld order of j ice ? Shaul d e 
I 

not be included in that world order of justice? Are we not deserving of it? I am 

for unity ;n Israel, b t unity for, hat? It i strange; fr qu ntly, I am be ildered. 

If I agree vi· cer a·n peop e, tha 's u it . If I a kt cm to agree ith me, that 

is dis· ity. 

"I am for uni y in Israel, for the realization of the total program of 

J ish li relief, rescue, recons ruction, and the na ional re ration in 

P e 1ne. I am not for unity on a fragment of the program, for a fragment 

of progr m is a b rayal of the rest of the p o ram and a rag· c f tility 
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besides. Vic can ot truly res ue the Jews of Euro e ss we have free 

immigration in to Palestine. \Ve cannot ve free 1 • gration into Palestine 

unless our political rights are r cognized tL.e1e. 0 r po • ical righ s cannot 

be recognized f ere unless our historic connection with the country is ac­

knowledged and our right to rebuild o r national home is reaffirmed. Tl ese 

are inseparable links in the chain. The whole chain breaks if one of the links 

is missing. Do not beguile yoursel es: Do not let anyone beguile you with the 

thot.gt that the Arabs in Palestine or the British Colonial Office, for that matter 

and the two at t e moment m to be y ony us --- will consent o a large-

g up our idea of a Jewish scale immigration into Palestine as soon 

Com1nonwealth. Trey ar not that naiv 

Commonwealth and to Jewish immigration. 

h r are opposed both to a Jewish 

"If :ve surrender our national and histo 1c clairrn to Palesti and rely 

solely on the reiugee philanthropic appeal, we shall lo e our case a well as 

d violence to tic historic hopes of o r people. On the basis of sheer philanthropy, 

of satisfying pressing immigration needs, Palestine has already done its full 

shar ior J wish ref 1gees. It has take 1n mor than one-half of the to a 

Je :v· h refu es of the world, a d he Pale tine Arabs an 1r sympathiz rs 

in E gland here h ve een quick o point out tha P estine has already done 

al ha ca b expected from a small countr and far mor han most of the 

1 ger co ·n ro~s have done. It is b ca se Pal s ine is he J ish Homeland 

tha we 

I 
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It is because oft e l istoric connection of the Jewish peopl w:t that land 

that the Mandato y Governm nt in the first place un ertoo to reconstitute 

it as a atio a ome a p e ge s e to f ci • a e J e • s ·grat·on 

and the close set ement of the Jews upo the land. In other wor s, it is 

on the national idea that the upbuilding of Palestine as a place of la1ge-scale 

Jewish immigration has always rested and can alone continue to rest. Our 

right to immigration in the last analysis is predicated upon the right to build 

the Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. They are inter-linked and insepara le. 

"To ask, therefore, the Jewish peo le 

which after centuries it finally acquired i 

about them, to suggest to 1 o l that w 

ab • cate the pblitical positions 

• or, by remaining silent 

e aband ned them, on the 

vain assumption that this would lead to the opening of the doors of Palestine 

to large-scale Jewish immigration, is utterly fantastic. I am for unity, but 

here I must point out in all humility that unity of ac ion in d mocra ic organi­

zation depends ot upon unanimity bu upon the will"ngness of the minor·ty to 

submit to the decisions of the majori y. 

''It is folly to expect uni rsal a reement am ng five m1 • on J of 

<.. America, or among th ir chosen rcpres ntatives here, on all ba i oblems 

aii cting Je\ ish li ·e. I is folly o xpec it. It is nai e to an ici ate 1. 

owever, this is no reason for avoiding thes basic probl ms. Thi 1 no re so .. 

or r venting th majority from endorsing prog am h' ch t minority 

may not be incl·n d o endorse. If th overwh lmin maJ ri y of Am ican J s 
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believe i the pbuilding of a Jewish Commonwealth, they should have the 

rig' t, t ro g i t e mediu oi this solem con lave, to y so an to make 

their de and pan the 1 . strange th'ng has ace rred here. \Ve are 

asK d not to re· ·nquish o r co • ct· o 

them. 

b t at the e e no to expr s 

The m1no ity, if it is 1se, as I believe it is, and responsible, as I 

know it is, and responsive to the democratic process, will abide by the 

decision and aa:ept the role of loyal opposition. \ e are not a government 

and we have no authority to impose decisions, but there is a tremendous 

moral authorit in a solemn concla e su f the chos n repr enta-

tive of our pe ple, an hen af er du de • on it speaks in overwhelming 

endor ement of a certa ·n rogTam, it de ci...,i n ough not to be 1i htly dis­

regarded. 

"I close ith this ord m r fri nds. The heroic ish v 1n Palestine has 

pray ri lly ap al o u to p 101 its han s. Yo r a 1 1n he publ • c 

press. 0 r Y· h v today is fighting a desperate fi ht aga·nst n mi s s retched 

all the way fro.. Jcru al m th ·ough Cairo, thro gh .n w pap r offic s in the 

c·t, i ·e Yor:. It i fig g a despera fi ht ag •. ne i s ho ar 

a o ►·, er co spirac o s ra le i s further d vc> m nt d to 

u h the rea hop of na io al freedom ~hie· as s stained the fa't 

a e or os splc did n and om n ho a ildin h J ·ish 

com veal • • Th y have appealed to u , the· r broth rs and ist rs in Americ , 
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to approve of their s !truggle, to defend their rights and to appeal to the political 

lea ers and states en oft is great, free and bless d la to he p them 1 ow in 

this, the approaching hour of decision, with the s me sympathy and the same 

understand'ng as the P si ents oft e U ited States from Wilso do n, and the 

Congress of the United States, helped them in the earlier years. I ask you, good 

friends, shall e let the do, ? 

"Shall we pass a Palestine resol tion here hich ill mention nothing 

about the historic Balfour Deel ratio and its clear intent and underlying purpose 

the upbuilding of the J e ish Common-wealth? \Vill it be pe ha s our purpose 

to send a delegation to the peac conferenc 

grat· on aid plea to let Je 

Santo Domingo? 

o to Palestine, 

10 hing mo re than an immi­

ale stine ere for s a other 

"Are we to ask merely for the right of asylum in our historic home, the 

right whicn an peop e may c.1.aim in any part of , orld though, unfortunately, 

s ch claims are onl infrequ ntl r cognized? Is th·s J ish ta n1a ship? 

Is this Jewish is ion, cou age, faith? Or are we o declare in this great 

assembly, whe the proper time comes, that we sta d by those who have gi n 

" e1r t a and heir blood and t e r s eat to build for th m and for s and the 

future ra 10 s at lon last, a tcr he ear~ c n r1e , a horn , a ·ational 

Ho J v1 h Commonwealth, where the spiri of our entire people can finally 

be a r ~· s ell as the people i self? 

" e 01ng to t ke co ns l here of f ar of :vha this one or that one might 

say, of 10 o r ctions a e likely o be misinterpr ed; or are to take coun 

-0 0 l r oral onviction , of o r J'aith, of ou histo , o our chiev m 
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.. I -t 
(J..v.. W.A r-,.., ~ 

Louis Lipsky, :vho was a,-:1~ figure in the leadership of 
I 

t e Confere 1c , e cribed the effect <if 4y ddress in the "Co gr ss 

Wee ly"ofO tobe 13, 1958: 

"At this h t·ng o e t, ·t t e Zio is s greatly troubled, 

with the non-Zionists uncertai as to here t is confusion 1ould lead, the 

man destined .. o play that part of deus ex n1achina revealed himself, in 

the person of b a Hillel Silver, ho was the next speaker - - rep re sen ting 

not the Zionis s, but the merican Jewish Congress bloc which named him 

as their spokesman. 

" e rose f om his sea in th 

He moved some hat clumsi y and :it h unc r 

d row on the pl tform. 

step in th direction of 

the speaker's esk. He l aned his hands on e de k and lbraced hi shoulders. 

His voice rang out resonant, fresh and arrogant. He t e b er, t e 

pleader, the r b er. He w s 1n er t d in m king a cas and v. inning i 

a d u ed all t e r s of he advocate ho e o convin and i a er· ict. 

Te sought the 1ght word o d scrib hat h wanted to say. H was not 

evasive. H as not tactful. He gave ,a movin , penetrating an lysis of 

t e r vailing co d"t· o f J e ,ish life and 'ha Zioni m mea a a tcd. , , , 
II 

y summar of th1 remarkabl addre s ,ould b inadequate 

0 the blic impr sio it made upon the audi nc that h ard it. The 

r1 e ·c1 e nt it er a ed e med o ind very syllable r d by h 

s r tot, nervous system of very listener. It was indeed the climax 
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of a great moment. It brought back the Zionist groups to the mood of un­

swerving oyal y o t eir caus , to a refusal to bandy words and make com­

promises. It made the Zionist program v· i ly clear. It strengthened the 

convict· o o t e Zionis t at t iey co ca t e ole Je 1/i 1 peo e itl 

t em on the ·ngs oft eir fa't in t e great struggle in whic the Jewish 

people we :re immersed. 11 

I was made a member of the Committee on Palestine which consisted 

of sixty-seven members and I as elected its chairman. Af er a fr e and full 

discussion in fire sessions of the Committee, of the t ree separate resolutions 

which ere introduced, agre m nt a fi 1 

J'-' was to be presented to the Conference, Pr 

a ed. Befo ·e t e re ol tion 

r, upport d by Jacob Blaustein 

of Baltimore, President and Chair an, res e ively, of the American Je ish 

Committee, attem ted to t all action ostpone by intro ucing a mo ion 

"that the actio o the Confe nee ·ith respec to l b def rred 

a future session to be call d by the Pra sidium and that mean hil the Pal tine 

Commi 1.e be co tinued in e is nee 11
• 

Th r "sol ·ion was decisively defeated. 

,. 
On ,\ dnesday ev ning, Sept mb r 15, at the y ~ ~ . 1 nary fession of he 

on ich d a o ed b ~ c mmi tee ,·th only 

o diss The g1s of r sol ion w s: 
11 T·1 A e c n Jewish Confer c , m e 1ng a 1m hen the poli\tci 

of tl p r he ma 1n , a d consc·o 0 l is o 1c r ponsibility d 
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o• its o • tio as re r sentative of Amer· c n Je ry and spokesman for the 

silenced J <.'Wis 1 com 

ent of the covenant 

o E ro e, c lls for tl e loyal a d f ithful ful­

te re i to be ee the nations of the w rld and 

t' e Jewish l co e. 

"We call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, an of the Mandate 

for Pale tine whose intent a d underlying purpose, ased on the 'historical 

connection o the Jewish eople with ?alestine ', was to reconstitute Pales ine 

as the Jewish Common ealth. 

"We d m d th 1 me ia ;vithdr ntir ty of t e Pal tine 

V ite Paper of ay, 1939, i h 1 s un ,,arra1 e rictions on J i h imm • -

ration and la:1d settlcm n . Th hite Paper is a violation of the righ s 

acco ded to the J e ish people nder the 1andat for Pal 1ne. I s ch rac riz d 

, r. Winsto Churchill in th Ho 1se of Commons as a 1hr ch an a r -

• •• .. t'on o the B lfo r D clarati Th a and e Cammi s1on 

o: .. ·.e Leac;e f J. ·ations r\;,fu ed to r cogn1ze its legality or its moral validity. 

"T e Conf rencc demand ha th a of Pales 1ne b open d to Jc ish 

c r or Palest·n reco 1z t 

the a 1orized r pr sen a i of e J i~h P o 1 , b v ed 1th 

rit r t ir c a d reg la immigration into Palestine, to develop to the 

tl a 1c ltu nd ina s ia po an the natural so res 

co L try, n o tilizc i n d nd unoccupied land for J wi h 

0 I lZ 1 a d lo h be fi of th co n r • a a hol . 
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"The measures here urged constitute the essential prerequisites for th 

attain1nent of a ,Jewish majority and for the re-ere tion of th Jewish Commonw alth." 

Thi,. Resolut· o s loquently seem <led by I •n1y '1 msk , , ~ s adopted 

by th,, overwhelming majority of the delegates wi only four dissei • g vo .. es This 

was followed by a long ova • o an es 

presented a "statement of dissent" on the part of the Alnerican Jewish Com1nittee. 

Concluding remarks were made by Dr. \ 1·se and myself. The audience rose and 

sang "The Star Spangled Banner". 

I was ask to speak again at tl1e conclusion of the last session of th~ 

Conference. I said in part: "This has been the only great asse1nbly, e only 

great K'nesia {Co vocation) of American Israel in e last u ·enty-five rs .•• 

Here was revealed the J ewi mind i all its • • vigor and clarity. \ e all 

e :per· enced so e very hi th· s Conferenc Tl e e er 

solemn moments; there w re also great, • o ous moments in the la few da ~ that 

spol e of high ho e dun Jro <e co fid C'e in o rse , in r de T • 
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"A gr at hour has not foW1d us, thank God, a small people. 

our probl ms \'ith realism, \ 1 ith frailness and with .ourage . 

o h r h re in a fine spirit of co1 de ship and t 1 ranee. 

c fa ed 

e teach 

"The future is still ery uncertain. 

a ide .... 

1any cur ains ar still to b dra :vn 

"In all h mility I pray to God at this great 1noment that whe ,ve meet again 

we shall meet in an hour of ictory, in an hour of red mption, in an hour of 

peace. 11 




