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My Zionist career began when I was a lad of eleven . At the 

suggestion of my father I organized, together w1 th my brother Maxwell, 

the first junior Zionist club i n the United States . We named it the 

Dr. Herzl Zion Club, after the illustrious founder of political 

Zionism who had died that year. 

When Dr. Herzl died, my fa.ther~ve• Zftsc wi-th a 

:pa.es• c::,te ic::11, ,w.d be a!FiiJr tears~ t~ pxi,ic:e a.nd a 

lea.dP.._;- he, tb1 s day; faJ Jen 1 n T,.;1 u'i iF:i fm. d:l!)s lak1 ~ took us 

to a packed memorial service which was held in one of the large 

synagogues on the lower east side of New York, were men and women 

wept bitterly as if for a lost son. They wept for an uncrowned king 

who, in a few brief years, bad kindled the hopes of a homeless people 

and, by the magic of bis personality, had stirred their Messianic 

dreams of 

\ 
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national. restoration, yet had died a poor, broken, and tired man at 

the age of forty-four. 

'lbe fmb conducted its meetings, which were at first held in 

the narrow quarters of our home, in Hebrew. Father supervised our 

programs and corrected our Hebrew. M,y beloved JDOther, proud and 

happy w1 th what we were doing, looked after us lovingly and, from 
(. . .,., J ;;.,,.i 

time to time, added her e::71rn a t to our intellectual repasts. 

We were five children--Bessie, Pearl., MaxweU,and our youngest 

sister Rose. Pearl died in 1931, and though many years have 

since passed, I think of her oi"ten. 

Both Bess and Pearl worked and augmented the family income. 

'!heir earnings made it possible for the younger children to go to 

school and High School. By the time I was Bar Mi tzvah I al.so con­

tributed something to the family budget. I taught F.nglish to 

illllligrants much older than I, and Hebrew to children somewhat younger 

than myself. During the High Holy Days, I earned a few dollars 
.s 

singing in a ,ynagogue choir, 

We loved to sing in our home, Father wrote his own Hebrew 

melodies and composed his own music. He had a fine voice. I some­

times sang some of his songs at public gatherings which our lfub 

arranged. 

Our fmb program consisted of discussions in Jewish history 

and literature, debates, recitations, and lectures by adults who were 

invited to address us. We arranged for open meetings to which the 

public was invited. Before long we edited and published a little 

maga'!".ne of our own in Hebrew. 
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INI'-> 
'lbe moat attractive feature of our program 0111 the annual. 

production, of a Hebrew play which we presented in a rented theatre , 

QR tt: brt 71 '•· Abraham Goldi'aden, the father of the Yiddish ~ 
theatre, interested himself in our club and wrote his first and only 

' 4,"4('1 
Hebrew Jal&', "David in War", tor us. B.e also composed the music and 

l>J ... 
personally trained us in the acting. M b 11 • = t Ute 1i1Mb viai ted the 

numerous societies and I.andsmannschatten with which the East Side 

abounded in those days, addressed their meetings and sold tickets. 
-- 1~ ~~fl\Cl.t 1 i 

We fi ~ the People 's 'lbeatre on the Bowery 11, 11p■ at ,,., and the play 

was a success. It was the first Hebrew production anywhere in the 

United States and it created quite a stir. 

er productions were to toll.ow. A colleague recently sent 

me a review f the play, ''Moses", which we Mi produced in 1 

n the megaz1 ne "'lbeatre". , In a pleas 

vein it praised the oung amateurs ror their act1 

performance of ''Moses" 

professional actor. 

light 

By~ of reply I wro 

Day's Journey into the J41ne 

see, it has been a Long 

the part of "Jiok>ses" in 

ter I wrote a book about' es and the Original 

Torah I• am afraid that in spite of the histrio c talents of '111:f 

'111:f scholarly research ~ later years, Jiok>ses in 

e thick darkness which he entered on his ~ up Jiok>unt Sinai.ct " 

• Herzl Zion Club was responsible for the fO\Ulding of 

otese,:~t in the United States wh1 

under the name of Young Judea. 

and "OPPIDIMJ. workers 

r ot active Zionist 

bis, received their 
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'lhe seven years between 1904 and 1911, when I lefi 
"° J . f,; )(.\.--:,JI Ill. 

for Cincinnati to enter the Hebrew Union College, were 'i' J • • s 

and developing years for me. 'lhe vital and cultura~ stimuJa+-ing 

environment of the East Sidj if tJ z 1 ; 1 1,.. ttli ve and turbulent w1 th 

ideologl.cal controversy, bubbling over w1 th the ferment of old world 

ideas in their new world bottles, the opportunities for manifold 

expression which the club afforded, were all that a young lll8Jl could 

ask for in his formative years. JJIYV.ii@ .. 1111=11JIJ!lt1!!1'!1?4lb,..•liiilltllllilllli•ee•rl. 

Though bread was not always abundant, the fullness of life was there, 

comradeship and challenge and beckoning horizons. We enjoyed a rare 

freedom of movement and scope within a traditicnal Jewish discipline 

which vas accepted by us as a matter of oourse. We were, as it were, 

on our own in a world were to be on one's own meant, a.a a prior 

condition, loyalty to a revered way of life. 

Among m,y unforgettable memories of those years were the 

lectures of Zvi Hirsch Masliansky. I sat every Friday evening in the 

wings of the stage of the Fducational AJ.liance--Masliansky was fond 

of me and had inv1.ted me to sit theN--and I listened to the captiva­

ting flow of his eloquence, After these many years I can still taste 

the sweet honey of his words. Maaliansky was the most popular 

preacher-lecturer on the F.ast Side,i1211111tllllNJ1N_.i115~ 'lhousands flocked 

to hear him, He would enrapture his audience by his eloquence and 

wit, by the vivid port~l of the life which the iJISlligrant listeners 

had left behind, its spiritual grandeur, as well as i ta physical 

poverty, its tyrannies and repressions, Vut congregations would sit 

spellbound. as he spoke to them of the llew World, 1 ts PI'Olld.ses and 

horizons and of the 11111.ny problems which confronted them and of the 
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frictions which were developing between parents and children. His 

impassioned words would reach heights of poetic fervor and grandeur 

when he spoke of the people of Israel, of its destiny and the hope of 

national restoration in Palestine. 

In the Fall of 1911, I left tor Cincinnati. In pursuing a 

Rabbinical career, I was tolloving a family tradition. M;y father was 

an ordained Rabbi and so was his father before him. He had studied 
F,,.-;1. ,e,t 

~ t the famous Yeshiva of Slabotka lin Lithuania) t I J c never occupied 

a Rabbinic post either in the Old World or the Nev. In Neinstadt, 

Lithuania, where I was born, Father was a •••• .. •Ill manufacturer ttP S#iiP, 

He earned his living in Nev York as a teacher ot Hebrew. '.lbough him-

self Orthodox, he raised no obJection to my enrolling in a Reform 

seminary. He belonged to the Haska)ab-- the "enlightened" wing of 

Orthodoxy. He was at home in several la:oguages--Russian, German, 

Li thuanian--and he wrote a beautiful Hebrew. Y4a.rJ later, when, he~ 

settled in Palestine he published two volumes of Biblical comnentary, 

"Oiashukei Kesef" (Filigrees of Silver) which critics have praised as 

a fine blending of Rabbinic and scientific scholarship. 

M;r decision to enter the Hebrew Union College vas not the 

result of any clear ideological choice. Because of my love for .._ ,..~ 
h.:..~ 

hew1Q;f"SIJJ I I IOhcai and the religious way ot life of my parents, I 

bad then and still hSYe a warm affection for Orthodox Judaism, but I 

fel.t no strong intellectual oonmitment to it, either as to its practice 

or doctrine. I and my young friends were reaching out, quite un­

consciously, tor a more liberal type of Judaism. I vas aware, ot 

course, of the anti-Zionist ~rad! ti.on of Reform Judaism but before me 

were the examples of eminent men like Gustav Gottheil, who though a 
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Flabbi of the leading Reform Temple in New York vaa also Vice-President 

of the Federation ot American Zionists; and of Judah L. Magnes, a 

graduate of the Bebrev Union College--and a one-time instructor there-­

'Who vas Secretary ot the Federation of American Zionists and at the 

same time Flabbi of a Reform Temple. '!bat vaa true also of A Stephen 

s. Wise, vbo headed a liberal congregation in New York and vas a leader 

in Zionism. One really never lmovs 'What motivates the basic decisions 

ot a Os lite, but looking ove.r the years I am inclined to believe 

that the decision vbich I made was a vise one. 

I spent four years at the Bebrev Union College and at the 

University of Cincinnati. My days there ve.re ._..,. pl.easant. 'lbe 

members of the Col.lege Faculty were masters in their respective fields, 

some of them world-renovned. 'Ibey revealed to me the quail ty and 

depth• of genuine Jewish learning and each in his own way influenced 

me, some by their remarkable scholarship, others by the example of 

their lives, still others by the gemdne warmth of their personalities. 

No attempts were made to indoctrinate the students. '!he sharp con­

troversy over the issue of Zionism vbich had raged at the College a 

few years prior •1!!11111,-llil•l!M and vbich had resul.ted in the resigna­

tion of tvo of its professors, had apparently subsided, and vbile the 

College still. reflected the prevail!~ anti-Zionist position of early 

Reform Judaism, it was no longer mill tant about it. A student coul.(1. 

preach a pro-Zionist sermon in the College Cbapel if he so desired. 

Some of us did, and I we.a not disciplined for it. 

During my first year in Cinc:irmati, I ..... helped to organize 

a Bebrew-spealdug society, the "Ivriah". We held public meeting• and 

organized coursee for the study of' modern Hebrew. )I\)' early love for 
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F/\.H-e. ~ \, 
the Hebrew language was, of course, a bYJlroduct of my chiil:il1111d 

training m1d i1iJ home ce.:l:r11<m1P't, In later years I came to understand 
• 

how vital the cultivation of Hebrew was for the preservation of 

Jewish life . No Jewish community ever contributed culturally or 

scholastically to our people's life which did not foster the Hebrew 

laDguage or Hebrew literature. No Jewish community e.n- survived 

for long which ign.ored Hebrew. This is an ineluctable fact of Jewish 

experience. We have armor against everything, except amharazut. 

I was ordained in 1915 and I was called to my first pulpit in 

Wheeling, West Virginia. The community was relatively old, as Jewish 

communities in the Ohio Valley go, anCLa_.,_ thoroughly Americanized. 

Almost everyone belonged to the temple,and attendance at worship on 

Friday evenings was relatively better than that of their descendants 
~ ~ · " . ('t ~ "''~j \ ' 

in later times. 'ftzst: loyalty to Judaism was greater than their 

knowledge of it. Religious education in the Sunday School was 

rudimentary, with untrained volunteer teachers and inadequate 

fClS@r &1:r; textbooks. :a.it much of the life of the community centered 

in the temple. 

I served IJL ll>i in Wheeling for two years, during which 

time I learned much about the nature and problems of a small Jewish 

colllllWlity in the Middle West. Jewish life here was far more peripheral, 

much less rich, than the more intensive Jewish life which I knew in 

the Fast. As a rabbi, I came close to the people whom I saw, perhaps 

for the first time, as individual human beings in the setting of their 

everyday lives--not merely as a group abstraction. I found great 

warmth and helpt"ulness, and to this day I cherish my pleasant memories 

of them. Some years later I returned to Wheeling to marry Virginia 

Horkheimer, who bas shared my life and graced and guided it ever since. 
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I was called to the pulpit of The Temple in Cleveland in 

1917 and I have remained there __. since. Cleveland bad a Jewish 

population of eighty thousand. Already in those years The Temple 

was an important and influential congregation. My predecessor, Moses 

J . Gries, was a man of dedication and of high personal integrity, but 

ultrareform in his interpretation of Judaism. In later years I was 
A. 

to reintroduce many eleme.nts of ritual and ceremony which he had 

discarded--the Friday evening and Saturday morning services to 

supplement the Sunday morning lecture-service, as well as the teach­

ing of Hebrew in the Sunday School and on weekday afternoons. Rabbi 

Gries was anti -Zionist and so presumably were the majority of the 

members . But my "reforms" and my Zionism, which s0on made themselves 

manifest, did not encounter N1r marked resistance. Perhaps my youth 

and the reception which the entire coJJIIIUllity gave to my preaching, 

helped me. The Temple always allowed me a free pulpit. Occasionally 

I found myself under the necessity of advocating a social, economical, 

or political cause which was unpopular or dista.steful to some or to 

many in the congregation, but no effort was ever made to restreiin me . 

When in later years I had to absent myself for long periods of time 

in connection with my Zionist activ1 ties ~ • eJ,iowt Jb I s; Qr 

5tTPSSSZ.,,. the Temple people were extremely patient with me . On my 

seventieth birthday I told my congregation it had been good to grow 

old among people whom one loved. 

Our two sons, Daniel Jeremy snd Raphael David, were born in 

Cleveland. Daniel Jeremy is now rabbi of The Temple . Raphael David, 
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a graduate of Harvard Jhsiness School, is active in the business 

world. Both have brought Joy to our home--they, their wives and their 

children. 

Cleveland bas been a good city to work in, The cosmopolitan 

character of its people endowed it w1 th a <-ommendable spaciousness. 

Intol.erance of any sort found it d1f'f'icu1t to take permanent root. 

Cleveland bas a strong liberal. tradition dating back to the days of 

Mayor Tom Jobnson. 
l-,Af 

Neither reaction nor radicalism made much headway 
H1>,S 8£'fW r 

ci ty11 • carried along by a sound, confident and 

steady-going liberalism. 

The sense of c.ivic um.ty in Cleveland is evidenced in its 

Commm:f ty Chest. I attended the very first Commm1 ty Fund Campaign 

in 1918 and I have rerna1n~ cl.ose to the Fund ever since. I was 

pr1 vileged to open many of its Campaign meetings. '!be Comrnun:f i'.y Fund, 

the first to be organized in the United States, was a civic achieve­

ment of uw:>re than local significance. It was a pioneering effort, 

~rimental in the extreme, but it succeeded, and it carved a highway 

for the COlDIIDm:f ty idea in philanthropic giving for the entire nation. 

Cleveland is a tolerant city in a religious sense. 'lhe various 

religious groups carry on their activities in amity 

and frequently in cooperation. '!here have been "'llt' few instances of 

bigotry and sectarian hostility, I have been a member for more than 

forty years of a group of clergymen of various denominations called 

the Alathians. We meet monthly in each other's homes. A paper is read 

by one of the members on a subject of bis own choosing of c0111110n 

interest to our profession and ministry. It is then cliscussed freely 

and fully. Following which we sit down to a fellowah1p clinner. No 
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publicity is ever given to these meetings and no resolutions are...-

adopted. 
,l._y i-...,,4'" 

lbt itt MS served as a valuable clearing-house for ideas, 

and a vehicle for better understanding, and 81U a liil.l •• .._., ss31 gt cus 

i » 57 cT h 

I came to the Temple during the First World War. 
04. t:~... (o,.,.'" 

Befe1e Jeng 

to 1st • ~ aetiYit.L!" 4fi§!vne¢ our ?n11u~.:udbtn w.:a:-::mood 

' ,: z 7 I :,Z SD@Pll :!o J, liB, Hl1. I threw myself heartily into "the wa.r to 
' 

end all wars". I attended m:v patriotic rallies and spoke in many 

parts of' the country in behalf of Liberty Eonds. In the SUlllller of 

1918 I went over-seas for the United States Committee on Public 

Information and at the request of' the French High Colllllission. I 

visited the Front, the Army Camps, hospitals 

the Red Cross, the Y.M.C.A., the Jevi 

Salvation Army. My asp.ignrnent was to see what provisions were made 

for the care of our troops ove.r-seas. ) 

In France I met many distinguished Fre:ncbrnen--Albert Thomas, 
., 

Maurice Barres, Joseph Reinach, &Idle Eoutroux and others and learned 

their views on the future peace, on Franco-American coope.ration and 

on Russia, where the Eolshevik Revoluti.on bad but recently overthrown 

the Kerensld. goverument and bad pulled Russia out of the war. I 

returned home to tell of what I saw. My report was seern:1 ngly not all 
All.m• .)TH,.,(.,< 

th.at the super-patriots expected for therea.fter and until the a I llf 

;!!32 r a member of the Secret Service attended every one of my Sunday 

morning lectures.,,..At the close of the wa.r I was decorated by the 

French government, "Officer de l'Inatruction Publique". 

I was disillusioned with the Peace Treaty, <Meh !½il; 2 ·•~ 

iJ-,. I spoJte out against 1 t: "'lhe treaty of peace as we have it 
• 
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cannot, by any stretch of the i mag1.nation, be called a peace t reaty. 

There is no promise of peace in it. I t has many of the earmarks ot 

the Peace of Vienna of 1815 and the Treaty of 1871. I t is imperial­

istic to a degree and vindictive in a f rightf'Ul measure. 'lhe spirit 

of vae victis is wr1 tten large in it. One looks in vain for that 

spacious generosity, that spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation, 

that healing sympathy which one was led t o anticipate f rom the words 

of our leaders and spokesmen. " f J • III :t'.a• Ti 

rn1·JJ1 Cc a Ai', JN, p z ~-y/ (June 1, 1919.) 

7 IT : --~ ", Mac-

CI was persuaded that the League of Nations which President 

Wilson was urging upon the Allied nations with so much idealism and 

with such cogent logic would be ~ndang,-red by 'l!le harsh terms ef •i.e 

Peau m - ... 1 M.,,,.,6 bN lUf f Pl osei Upob llae def'eated--wn!lens • I h,-.. t> b""-"" 
~ I =~,. W . • f{, been a strong advocate of a League of Nations and had 

spoken in many cities in favor of it, but when I returned from a 

second trip to :&lrope in 1920, after the Treaty of Versailles had been 

published, I was convinced that "it was not a treaty of peace but a 

treaty of war and that any league organized to perpetrate such a 

treaty is organized for war." (Oct. 19, 1920.) In an address before 

the Cleveland City Club, speaking on "&irope Revisited", I declared: 

"What one carries back with him from &irope is a confirmed feeling of 

the almost absolute futility of war. 'lhe gains which the world can 

credit itself with as a result of the war do not Justify the sacrifices. 

&u-opean governments have learned practically nothing from the war." 

(Oct. 16, 1920.) 

I was shocked and dismayed by the wave of intolerance, witch­

hunting and anti-Red hysteria which swept over our country after the 
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war. Those were the days of the Red Scare and the Palmer raids . 

Cleveland, too, was in the grip of this b.ysteria. On May l, ll'fJ9, a 

parade of socialists anJ"';;-11nPathizers was broken up in a bloody riot. 
I< 

The next day two socialist centers were attacked by mobs, ransacked, 

and their occupants beaten ,\llft 

Free speech was muzzled in our city. Under the auspices of 

the City Club, the one liberal body i.B e1n•J J which 1-t kept faith , ., rn~-" 
• v .~ 

.TAim • en, Orn ad MP1 fl', I addressed open-air meetings C:a ct:11 23 • cl 11d 

Public Square and elsewhere, I called upon;.. fellow citize.ns to 

return to democratic sanity and to safeguard the traditional values 

of our free American society. I helped to organize a group of 

Cleveland men pledged to law, order, and free speech. I have always 

not whether one subscribes to one policy or another, but whether, in 

so doing, that individual is prompted by love of country or by selfish 

motive#. A man who is devoted to his country; who seeks 1 ts welfare; 

who works for its prosperity, is a patriot. He need not endorse 
ne.. 

every policy of government. He may believe that his country is 
;. 

totally wrong in a given instance, and still be a patriot. Be may 

be conservative; he may be a li'beral; he may be radical.; he may be a 

capitalist; he may be a socialist; he may be, if Lincoln is to be 

believed, even a revol.utionist , and still be a patriot . 

In 1927 tile ttat.ionaJ. ~c1et.y or l:>caboaro. and Blade, a fraternal 

arm of the Reserve Officers Training Corps, the Key Men of America, 

and similar organizations issued a Black List of fifty- six "dangerous 

un-American personages who were working to undermine the government 

by their communistic tendencies," I was honored by being included in 
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L, ~Te.\ v-i: (l o' , ~ d ,, F;,.;o:.. <.- Tf ,:t__.,.,_.~ 
tb.is distinguished list. JI i9iiit&1 ad e11Cb::ssres as Jane Adams, 

William E. Borah, Robert M. I.e.Fol.lette, John De,1ey, and Sherwood Eddy. 
"'"'C> 

My particular crime seems to have been t.hat I heartil.y ·endorsed the 
I\ 

World Court and that I had defended the cause of organized labor. 

I was not troubled by this blacklisting, but I was troubled by 

the growing intolerance in the nation as was evidenced by the large 

number of these self-constituted so-called patriot ic bodies which 

wer~ growing up like weeds on the American soil. Anyone who was a 

liberal, an enemy of child labor, a defender of the rights of the 

Negro, an advocate of the World Court, a pacifist, or anyone who 

favored the recognition of Russia, was automaticall.y blacklisted. 

I.eter on I was to be blacklisted also by the Daughters of the American 

Revolution. 
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To return to Cleveland and my ministry at The Temple . 

In 1924 we moved into our new temple in University Circle . 

It is a beautiful and spacious structure. The sanctuary is of a 

modified Byzantine style. It bas been described as "a building which 

is not on:cy archi tectural:cy satisf'ying, but which expresses in itself 

the deep:cy religious spirit and the essential Unity of the Jewish 

faith . " (The Architectural Forum, No . 1925.) 

I have always bad strong reservations on the trends in 

contemporary church arcbi tecture . The church has lived with many 

types of architecture in many parts of the world, types which it 

created, borrowed, or embellished. The test of an effective church 

style is nei~ber i ts antiquity nor its modernity. Aey building which 

is conducive to prayer and meditation, which fosters in man a mood of 

humble quietude and reverence, and which gives him sanctuary from the 

clamor of the market pla.ce and the drabness of the commonplace is, 

from the point of view of the mission of the church and synagogue, 

good architecture . It may be old in design or 1 t may be new, or it 

may be a blending of the two--it matters not, provided the spirit of 

man f inds shelter in it and is moved by its beauty and harmony and 

the memories which it arouses to dwell on the mystery of life and 

the eternal ways of God, 

A church design which is mere:cy untradition; which deliberately 

startles by its feats of novelty, which embodies abstractions i n 

constant need of commentary, or vbich attempts to make the religious 

edifice "functional" in the mechanical sense of the term, aligning it 

with the nigh universal trend tovard efficiency in our industrial 

society, misses, I am afraid, the unique and redemptive contribution 
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which a h011se of worship can make to the beset and troubled spirit of 

modern man when it turns to the courts of the Iord in quest of peace 

and spiritual. security. 

enters pray or to 

modern! How f'unctio How sensat nally di ff ere 

noLther than house of God 

' 
. rn· 195J3 we added additional facilities ~ ;• 'llmJif- and we 

acquired land to build a parking area and also a small park. We were 

determined to remain where ue were, and not to move to the suburbs 

where many of Ol.lr members were moving. I regarded the flight of 

churches and synagogues to the suburbs as a mistake and as a surrender 

of civic' responsibility. 1~"' I.J. 
We have had no occasion to regret Olli' decision. 

Our membership through the years has increased, and the University 

Circle, where we are 1191 located, with its numerous educational and 

social institutions is developing into one of the nation's ••t 

impressive cultural centers. 

Here I have worked these forty years. In spite of many 

ext~,,, t sf t • activities, tad ;;b • ir •M.• ·rere 

re YJJJR re by ret1onel sad ABie: I tried not to 

neglect m;y Temple work. I was in my pulpit most every week-end and 

preached most every Sunday. I taught my Confi:nnation cl.asses regular~, 

conducted cl.asses for adults, supervised the general activities of the 

Temple and attended to the pastoral duties of m;y office. I did not 

visit people as often as I might have for I did not have the ti.me, 

but I did not wholly neglect that part of my ministry either--and m;y 

associates in the Temple supplemented my work. I have never regarded 
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the purely pastoral phase of a rabbi 's work as of primary importance. 

In the tradition of the rabbi, it never lOOl!led large, though in the 

eyes of many members of modern CODBregations it is all-important, 

Historically, the rabbi was the teacher, not the pastor. 

I prepared my sermons carefully, -writing them out in longhand 

and then memorizing them. I seldom spoke extemporaneously. 

The inspiration necessary to the moment 

may be late in coming, Only in recent years, or on occasions which 

called for scrupulous care in wording,did I resort to a manuscript . 

In whatever I sought to accomplish, the spoken word was my most 

useful tool. My work through life has been principal;ty a work of 

persuasion and I had to rely upon the proper word, the proper argument, 

the proper oode of delivery. Whether in the pulpit, the platform, or 

at congresses or conferences, it was through the spoken W'Ord that I 

could best represent my cause and on it._, much often depended, 

As a rule, my sermons never exceeded thirty to forty minutes . 

Beyond that, both preacher and CODBregation reach a point of no 

return. But capsule sermons to satisfy the quick-lunch taste of 

modern temple-goers never appealed to me. They are usually devoid of 

intellectual nutriment and free of spiritual cal ries. 

One of the subjects W'hich I stressed int pulpit and platform 

\las the impo\ce of Je\lish e<i_ucation . In 1922, I recall that in the 

keynote address W'bich I delivered' at the Golden Jubilee Convention of 

the Union of Ame~can Hebrew Congreg tions in Carnegie Ball, I stated: 

"In defere~ to ourselves let us be frank. Our religious 

schools are inadequate . rudimentary and faulty. 

The time allotted to the re~ous education o our children is'-A~ 



too short. We cannot transmit a heritage of three thousand years, , 

the l.ea:rning and wisdom of thirty centuries, the history, reli~n, 

ethics, and literature of a people, all in he one or two hoin-s a 
I ,\ I 

week during the few y ·rs of the child' school life . we, 1a1bbis, 

fw.nk;J¥--Collote.&--'>U :lneQ;ll.it¥ to ~c:-it,,1'.witb this p~~ -¥oli--Jewisb 

'JAyrneD d'JJ>et--~oo to-1.'t-; 1vrnii1irhtrTrmst-tak~~•i.m. tiatt"ve in 

~~:em~:lO)!tsly H'8'!M-wozf,i~" My concern led 

Bureau of 

to organize the 

with the aid of the 

Federation of Jewish Cha/ies and with the ooperation of the other 

rabbis of the city. A survey had reveal talrt # toss U sand 

Jfwish children of s-401 age, of enty-one thous in our 
1 .. ., :r ,:.,,., riZ'::. r) 

collllllUDi ty, were • rjCei ving no religio training watsoever. 

Bureau a~ed }Jfself to the establishment of schools in all of 
If ~f'-" fi,.,,..,._, ..... 

the city, to/ the.,. support of--a.e existing educational insti tions,,. 

vateh.:.&xt !se eutkelJ tcl!'•&UPfJZ Ls, and to the tra.ill?llng of 

~;til~~:...e.am~•"ih!•~--•101 teachers. ected pre'aident 

Bureau and. actively served in that capacit for sevelears . 

The eau has served ju through the years 

educational agencyjt£ our community. 

an established 

* * * 

In my forty- five years as rabbi of The Temple vbat was it that 

I tried to t each my people about Judaism? I was never enamoured of' 

formaJ., systematic theology, though, of course, I bad studied theol.ogy, 

not only as part of my training, but subsequently to discover wat new 

ideas and insights had been added. I have found 11 ttle new in the 

writings of the renowned theologians of our day. Some were more 
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obscure than others, some more ponderous / ttt:::tftlle■tlllll•:1111.,.., but all ended 

with the same few simple truths which are the essence of all the 

religions of the western world, truths which the ancient seers and 

prophets of our religion had stated with greater clarity, conviction, 

and eloquence. 

In preaching Judaism I never extolled one type of Judaism 

over another. I never criticized Orthodox Judaism, nor deprecated 

Conservative Judaism, nor extolled Reform, J ? ; I was never an 

"or thodox" Reform Jew. Denominational distinctions interested me 

very little. In fact, I was rather critical of Refonn Judaism though 

I was a Reform rabbi, perhaps because I was a Reform rabbi . I believed 

that the pioneer reformers and their disciples were too zealous to 

modernize Judaism, and toosel.f- conscious about modernity, '!here was 
bir~ 
,._. much emphasis in their thought and speech upon "reform, " "change," 

"progress, " too 11 ttle upon "rebirth, " "return, " "tracing back to God. " 

Nothing is so shallow and ephemeral as modernity. The very word 

suggests a mode, a fashion, an improvised an.d passing version which 

has its practical utility, to be sure, but which must not be confused 

with that which is of the essence and of the eternal. 'Ibey were too 

eager to accommodate, to facilitate, and, strange as it may seem, to 

conform--not to tradition, of course, but to the most recent thought 

and practice of their day--the tradition of recency. They were 

sufficiently intellectual in their critique, but lasting religious 

reformation is achieved only by mystics who are concerned not with 

the recency of their doctrine, but with the immediacy of their 

religious e.xperience. 
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Groat spiritual movements break not only w1 th the past, but 

with the present as well. 'Ibey never attempt to modernize religion 

but to restore it to its timeless..aat1M•~1 essence, to its enduring 

distinctiveness through all times and ages, to that which like the 

flowing current moves and changP.s and yet remains the same. Quite 

consciously they are movements of "return" to marvelous and decisive 
J 

beginnings so as to recapture ... ageless truth. 'Ibey never set out to 

adjust men to their 

"'c.rl 
social, political or economic environment. 'Ibey 

aim to tear tJ free from their environment. 
,it 

They i!emanrl •.w.-~ 

surrender, self-denial~ renunciation of worldly comforts and interests, 

%''-( " and they offer • the compensations of spiri tuaJ. blessings. 'Ihe 

greatest religions were those which made the greatest demands upon 

their followers and which called for the most rigorous disciplines. 

~'U..) 
For all their loyalty, learning and high-mindedness, many 0:- n.f-ft.. ir..::ru. 

tbl' 1 net,,ra o;G m·r yoqmen-t; over-estimated the importance of U I• 
C-'--....,.._ •• 

ritual n a. It was not long before it became clear that people 

could refrain from praying from an abridged prayer book quite as 

easily as from an unabridged one, that a Jew could fail to observe a 

one-day holiday quite as readily as a two-day one, and that even 

services of J E dignity and beauty could fail to impress and attract 

if the disposition to worship is not there. It mus be cl~ar by now 

r for the restoj a_ that t he omission from the prayer book of the pr ,.. 

7 (.t>.~,.J½- iT :/ 
tion ot: Zion 'did not ,appease th unfriendly ent , -fl di'd not/ 

I I 
succeed in maJd.ng 1119re secure re position of 

Fatherland. It i;uat --• be /41ear by that the J w who spoke a 

I 
perfect German crld be disliked as veh ash who spo ea 

perfect or impeftect Yiddish. 'Ihose o ver t:t.nai~ drive out of 

Germany 'were J"'1s who had 'become pe ectly djuat 

I 
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~edetn1Zl:a. 'lhis is not to suggest that many of the reforms were 

unnecessary. But looking at tbem from the perspective of history, 

which reformers frequently sacrifice for an apocalypse, they appear 

far less consequential than they seemed at first . 

The need for this type of reform was over • long tMle ago. 

What is needed today is not the innovation or renovation or reform­

ation or reconstruction of Judaism, but the conversion of the Jew to 

his faith . It is no longer a question of less or of JOOre: but or·~ 
which 

godlessness, secularism, and materialism/have blighted our people, 
to 

along with al..l other peoples, but/which we, because of our unique 
;'\.~ 

position in the world, can least of submit. It is hopeless to try 

" to reach the heart of our people or to serve them by reviving old 

slogans and battle-cries, or discarded rituals, or by confronting 

them with the competitive claims of Orthodoxy, Conservatism, or 

Reform. None of these has scored any significant victory in our day, 

and life is now attacking them all. 

And so, when I taug}tt my people about Judaism, I spoke to 

them not of competitive denominational ideologies, but of that vhich 

is carved out of the everlasting rock. 

I tried to transmit te •ir:=ts cle the core insights of Judaism 

vhich are easily recognizable in all stages of its developme.nt: that 

God is One, indwelling in all nature, and yet transcending it, near to 

man in al.l his needs and yet bqond me.n's comprehension; that God can 

never be represented and is never incarnated; that man, while fashioned 

out of the earth, is nevertheless made in the spiritual image of God; 

that while man is bound up by his physical and mental limitations, he i s 
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nevertheless boundless in his moral aspirations, and he is free to 

determine his own spiritual progress through his own efforts, assisted 

by the grace of God; that both body and soul. are of God and that the 

vhole of man--body, m1nd and soul--is sacred; that all men are equal 

in their essential. h1unan1 ty and in the sight of God; that there is but 

one moral law for prince and pauper, tor rul.er and subject, for native 

born and the stranger; that life is good and is a gracious gift of 

God; that the evil which exists in the world can be overcome, and in 

the overcom1ng of it lies the meaning and the adventure of human life, 

and that a good age of universal justice and brotherhood and peace 

awaits the human race, to be ushered in by the efforts of the human 

race; that there is a reward for goodness in time and in eternity, and 

punishment for evil wich can be averted through repentance; that man's 

principal concerD should be with life this side of the grave since 

"the hidden things belong to God but the things that are revealed 

belong to us and our children, that we may do all the words of the 

law." 

I.. 1 i 1 • : s t ressed that while Judaism is the religion ot 

the Jewish people, evolved by them and entrusted to them, their m1ssion 

was to spread its teachings to the vhole world. 'lhe message of Judaism 
I~ 

vu univexwal. Israel conceived of itself as a covenanted people, 

trained through a self-imposed discipline to be, as it were, an army 

of the wrd, to carry this revelation of the One God and of His 
Israel 

mandates to all men everywhere. llJI. vas chosen not for any special 

favors or special privileges, but for the hard, exacting obligations 

of spiritual leadership which is so often a crown of thorns. 
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As an historic faith, infused w1 th the life experience of the 

Jewish people, Judaism naturally reflected in 111,1:111a ... 111ff its customs, 

symbols, ceremonies, and festivals the special experiences and the 

special needs and h9pes of the Jewish community, but the light of its 

spiritual and its ethical vision is inte.nded for the whole of mankind. 

Judaism excluded no one from sharing in its faith because of race or 

of caste . In fact, no one needs to be formally admitted into its fold 

in order to be "saved." 

This is the Judaism which I taught ~ I 1 11:e through the years 
M P 

- -in sermon, lecture, address, 91' classNi■ 1n I 
I 

lt1a. This is the 

Judaism which I applied in interpreting the events of the day, from 

week to week, from year to year, not only to my own congregation but 

to the numerous other groups which I frequently addressed. 

It is difficult to estimate the effectiveness of one's 

ministry. The minister deals in imJX>nderables. A businessman can 

point to his profits, the doctor to the number of cases that he cured, 
A:J 
~ engineer to the number of structures O'l' \s2ttgcs which be built . 

The minister can JX>int to no such tangible achievements, He does not 

know whether bis teaching is followed or not, or whether his preach­

ing has any influence whatsoever. You have to have faith that the 

seeds that you sow will, somewhere, in some soul, take root. 
:;.a _,._ 

I have found a strengthening of _,.. spirit in study and have 

S~I\I... A . I"""'.>" it.; cc 
managed to a...e. away -.-e nours for some serious writing. In 1927 

l!r I) ,J I >u ~ 
I published lit' book/. =ssianic Speculations in Israel, from the First 

through the Seventeenth Centuries , " Its nucleus was the doctoral 

thesis which I had presented to the faculty of the Hebrew Union College 

in 1925, which I now enlarged and completely revised. It was well 



received in the scholarl_y world. In 1958, when a paperback edition 1ft' 

.. J::n 2 auk ws published, I added a brief preface which carried the 

story of messianic speculations up to the time of the establishment of 

the State of Israel. I believe that Zionism and messianism tap the 

same spiritual sources . Loss of natiooal independence, the will to 

live as a rehabilitated people in the national home, and an unfaltering 

faith in divine justice established the force of messianic belief in 

Israel. I found the beckoning vision of a redeemed bumani ty basic to 

Israel's way of life then and now--only now the will to live and the 
l-(' .Al)!,. 

unyielding bold on divine justice .i. to practical strategies rather 

than to pious speculations. 

In 1931 I published a series of essays under the self- explana­

tory title, "Religion in a Changing World." It was a ''best- seller" 

among such books in its dey. I find in my files a selection of 

quotations, published by the Cleveland Press, which points the 

direction of my thought: 

Man ' s true life does not take place in time or space but in 
the secret processes of spiritual growth, 

One should not confuse that which is necessary with that 
which is ultimate. 

Man does not require much to be happy. It is in bis striving 
after the excessive that the roots of bis unhappiness lie. 

Man must have more than one world in which to live; for bis 
one wor ld may collapse and then he is totall_y bereft. 

There is nothing new in novelty. 

Man possesses no rights other than the right to do right. 

Man ' s first duty is not to express himself but to perfect 
himself. 

We are the richest nation in the world today and the richest 
nations were alv~s the first to succumb to moral decadence. 
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'lhe liberal regards democracy not ~s absolutely perfect but 
as progressively perfectible , 

A man can be a blackguard even in Utopia, 

Our age needs a fonn of good will which will not only tolerate 
differences but which gledJy uses them for the enrichment of life, 

On the plane of common human aspirations all men may meet 
without sacrificing their characteristic cultures or modes of life, 

International good vill is not a legacy of the human race, 
rt vill be the achievement of those men and women throughout the 
world who can think vi th a minimum of bias and feel vi th a maximum 
of restraint, 

Our modern pessimism is based on the belief not that knowledge 
will not increase, but that increased knowledge vill not bring us 
increased happiness . 

A trayf'ul of mechanical toys, of engines, motors, radios, and 
airplanes is no adequate compe.nsation for the loss of human 
freedom and dignity, 

Not the least of the roles which religion should perfonn in 
the modern world is to resist change--change which is unintelli­
gent, uninformed, and whimful, One of religion's great opportun­
ities is to tide mankind over its periods of confusion, 

'lhe flaunting of moral conventions, unaccompanied by a critical 
appraisal and by a readiness to substitute still higher conventions 
for them, is far from being a sign of moral advance. 

At the heart of the atan, matter and energy become undisting­
uishable, merged into the one astounding miracle of creation, and 
the heart of knowledge, science, and religion become one, in the 
everlasting mystery of mind, 

In 1956 "Where Judaism Differed" was published. rt was an 

inquiry into the distinctiveness of our faith and dwelt on the 

fundamental insights of Judaism. To these I have alreaey referred, 

It vas well received, and in a short time six printings were issued. 

A Hebrew translation appeared in Israel in 1961. 

In 1961 my book, ''Moses and the Original Torah, 11 was published . 

..._ - _j !"}( /l;~ E' !'f.l < Moses w:ICI! been relegated by the prevailing schools of BP critics 

llfA-.1 to the EC legendary periphery of Scriptural history, It ~ argued 

that be lived so long ago that whatever be taught must have been 
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,.,h ,;,..,, "-. 1 \...., .:r<.. , 
rudimentary and imperfectly developed. The doctrine of evolution cannot 

be applied to man's spiritual life in the same way it is applied to 

organic life. The advance of spiritual ideas is not necessarily slow 

and gradual. What is intrinsically exalted does not necessarily come 

late in time . I argued, in this work, that Moses in fact began Israel's 
,!"t:t_1. ... .N."-"'-· 

spiritual revolution; that the Torah cannot be laid to the literary 
... ~ 

prophets or to any other movement or event in 1 I s: Dilli J. history. 

I studied the orifJ' 11el Torah of Moses to which the prophets of later 

time frequently refer--its uniqueness, where it is to be found in the 

Bible, and how it fared in pre-exilic times among the peoples of the 

Northern and Southern Kingdoms . My approach was radical. of current 

assumptions, and the book aroused considerable controversy . 

* * * 

Jewish "intellectuals II have always been a problem to the 
·:3 .,.,.,g_ .. 

Jewish people . As a rul.e .the;, era e~ ~Ui,ws friagc J , A.lxliims 

of_e.£9psc:Sow oi: 1mcono~1eus es~plsm,- -i.bey entertain neither love 

nor reverence for ·their people ' s heritage . They have cut their 

moorings and are adrift. ,-

!I'he term "intelligentsia, " like the terms "proletariat II and 

"peasant, " is really not applicable to the structure of American 

society. It belongs, or belonged, to the social stratifications of 

the Old World, When men speak of the Jewish "intellectuals" in the 

United States, they have in mind, presumably, Jewish authors, 

Jou.rnalists, artists, philosopmrs, professors, etc., not necessarily 

all the educated, college-bred Jewish men and women of whom there are 

legion in our country. 
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Quite a number of this smal.l group of alienated "intellectuals" 

--if and when they treat Jews and Judaism in their literary products-­

do so au,. 11 J;c di sparagingly,p and at ti.mes with acid and scorn . 

Some of them do so out of ignorance . :&it a goodly number of them hail 

from oldfashioned Jewish homes and fran a distinctly Jewish environment, 

w:tigre th•¥ ssae1 uea ortbcdox l!ild sb t,ra1 n1 ng. :&it they have removed 

J!"!B1 ti ve :IeJd ab 3t te because they believe that there 

are sweeter pastures elsewhere--higher rewards, both social and 

monetary. To belong to a distinguishable and, at times, disfavored 

minority group is too difficult a burden to bear, It is only after 

these intellectuals become disillusioned, when they discover that the 

rewards which they anticipated are not forthcoming, 1hat some of them 

return to the welcoming fold of Israel, a bit saddened and embittered 

and a bit over-zealous. •~ 

From time to time these intellectuals are polled by some 

enterprising magazine as to their attitudes towards Jew and Judaism 

and the results are, of course,. largely negative. These findings are 

then interpreted to mean that there is a sharp tre.nd among all 

educated Jews in the United States away from Judaism and the Jewish 

people, and toward non-religion and assimilation . 

In 1926 the Menorah Journal presented several such intellectuals 

in a survey of the Jewish cultural and religious scene in the United 

States , One was Professor Horace M. Kallen, another was Elliot E. 

Cohen, managi 'lg editor of the Menorah Journal and in later years editor 

of Commentary, and the third was Henry Hur.ntz, the founder and editor 

of the Menorah J ournal. The Menorah movement was founded in the early 

twenties by a group of intellectuals to refurbish Judaism for the 



-22 d-

modern college student--who bad presumably outgrown the old brand. 

'Ihese three "did a job" on American Judaism, the American 

rabbi, and Jewish theological schools in the United States. Their 
"$ I> DL,: ,..,.. A>-:" 

composi te .i• tm:'. t of American Jewish life was one of lamentable 

inadequacy. There was but one hope for American Israel and that was 

in an adequately financed and endowed Menorah movement . 

Especia~ freewheeling and gross was the essay of Elliot 

" E. Cohen, whose particula.r pete noire was the American rabbi, but 
ib► O< O e 

whose distaste for Judaism genera~ was no less sharp. Among the 

rare pearls of wisdom with which his article was adorned were: 

The Elders of Zion myth is a by no means distant cousin of 
the Jewish mission myth . 

The little respect our culture receives is that paid to a 
people who stumbled ~ on some spiritual ideas capable of 
being incorporated, in a greatly improved form, of course, in 
the culture of the West . 

Le.eking wisdom, our leaders take refuge in speech. Good 
Watsonian behaviorists, they discover the springs of thought 
in the voice box . 

MC-
Speeches and sermons are born of the air and destined to 

vanish with the breath that gave them birth . A 

But they (the rabbis) are guilty certainly of a too weak 
acquiescence in the degradation of the rabbinical :f'unction to 
that of a spokesman- -i . e . mouthpiece, of the ignorance, ambitions 
and fears of the influential Jewish laity. 

Mr. Hurwitz requested me to write a rejoinder,1.o IL lies. 

"Let me repeat again most sincerely and urgently, my invitation to ycu 

to write an article for the Menorah Journal, as soon as may be, to 

present the situation as ycu see it in answer to Ks.lien's and Cohen's 

articles •. • • You will be doing the Journal a very great service--

I believe you will be doing the cause of Judaism in America a great 

service--if ycu will present ycur analysis of the situati on, your 
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description of what the rabbinate and the synagogue have so far had 

to build up in this count ry, and what you believe their future service 

should be. May I count on you for this?" I finally caisented to write 
1 

such an article. .t,t,' a1t::ieie, ''Why to 1;ae He!KB.Oli p cc, M "'iias acccpsca. '--"> ) 
- ~--....-" -• 

Galley :r;iroete we1 e submitted ta me wM* I 111111e&ca J ssLsea. 

Mr. Hurwitz anno~~~d '.Jtff~J~o~ng publication ":C. ag a lltcl:e as an 
_,;,,i,-< c:. \ )Ji(\;'t( ,. , _ 

indication of -..e ➔1rsd 1aciedne■r__el fairness -'lf N1~Jiene 4 i9 

On the eve of my departure for E>.lrope in July of that year, I 

was informed by Mr. Hurwitz that the article would not be published, 

I i11D11ediately turned c,, 

,--
( t 

!iise I iele to the Jewish Tribune of New York, 
-IN,EVl.t n- Vl"I' f'C.1N f~ f> 

- wh:1-cb p k~ched-t t, in four weekly installments, beginning 'With the 

issue of July 23, 1926. 
'n· 

Mr. Hurvitz attempted to Justify ri. suppression of my article 

in a letter which he sent to the Jewish Tribune. Upon my r eturn from 

Europe, I replied to i t in the Tribune of August 2oth . 

•~~n my r_.turn from ):cndon today I I read the letter /hi 91 
Henry Hurwitz wrote to you in explanati on of the suppre~sion of my/ 
article which had been requested and accepted by ~be ijenorah Journal. 

"Mr. Hurwitz states in his letter that I made two unacceptable 

conditions to its publication, one, that it should be printed in full, 

'Iii thout change, and two, that no answer to 1 t should appear in the 

same issue of the Journal. 

"This is correct. One 'Will readily understand why these con­

ditions were made when one remembers that two of the three authors 

whose papers I discussed are respectively the editor and thf' managing 

editor of the Menorah Journal, \Jhen I requested that no answer should 

be made in the same issue, I asked for my article the same priVilege 
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\lbich the articles of Dr. Kallen, Mr. Cohen, and Mr. Hurwitz enjoyed. 

'!be editor indicated in a note which accompanied the galley proofs 

that a reply to it would appee.r in the following issue of the J"6urna.l, 

to which, of course, I raised absolutely no objections . 

"Mr. Hurwitz was free to reject my conditions. Re did not 

reject them; rather he accepted them with alacrity and in writing. 

''Mr. Hurwitz refers to the title of my article, 'Why Do the 

Heathen Rage? ' (a Biblical phrase, by the we.y) as 'the elegant 

nomenclature of Rabbi Silver.' Here again Mr, Hurwitz 's memory seems 

to fail him. I submitted~ titles for his consideration, the other 

being, ' A Rabbi Makes Reply, • and Mr. Hurwitz, himself, selected the 

former . 

"There is a subtle suggestion contained in Mr. Hurwitz's 

letter that my article did not f'ully measure up to the established 

standard of thought and expression of the Menorah Journal. Of' that 

the reader must judge. I am, however, again compelled to refresh 

Mr. Hurwitz's memory. Upon receipt of my article, he wrote that he 

was glad to get it 'and glad even after reading it. ' 'lbis was in 

April. Four or five weeks later, during which time the editor 

undoubtedly had suffici ent time to acquaint himself with the pe.l.pe.ble 

deficiencies of the article, he sent me the galley proofs . Shortly 

thereafter, at a public meeting, he announced itB forthcoming publica­

tion. In June, then, the article still measured up to the exacting 

standards of the Menorah Journal. In July it failed utterly. . • . 

"One must be a dour fellow indeed not to chuckle at the 

lit erary vagaries of this distinguished editor." 
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Thirteen years after I penned my critique of the Menorah 

Journal, Milton Steinberg, the noted rabbi of the Park Avenue Synagogue 

of New York, felt constrained to wr1 te a similar critique of Commentary 

Magazine, a monthzy Journal of Je'Wisb life, letters, and opinion, 

sponsored by the American Je'ldsh Committee. Its editor at that time 

was the same Elliot E. Cohen, who brought to his new post the same 

aversion to Judaism and rabbis, and the same predilection for secularist 

themes and writers . Onzy this time he preferred literary confections 

which had a touch here and there of the pornographic. 

ti 

or the 

oubt, " wrote Rabbi Steinberg, "whether either the editors 

:O?ll!llll,lilications committee representative of the Americ 

hostility they have awake in broad sectors of Ameri 

especialzy among informed and ommitted Jews ... 

stances, that the magazine has 

significant elements 

ored some of the most 

consistentzy given 

to certain others, 

11 too frequentzy it takes on an air o 

ciliousness towards matters Jewish, including his 

ti~ies, and of offensiveness toward Je'Wish sanctities . " 

c Jewish 

The Menorah Journal lacked a positive Jewish program and 

content . It made much of Je'Wish "culture" aM. ealse1ei tie oeu:6:oh 
,I 

i nee I I •li,,1s, but the culture was secularist in character, avoiding 

any positive identif ication with Judaism as a religion. Nor was it 

Hebraic in character or outright in its "nationalist" identification. 

It was neither Zionist nor anti-Zionist. Towards the end it became the 

mouthpiece of the American Council for Judaism 

to quote Emerson, "ends in headache." 
* * * 

• • • "Q.i1ture, 'With us, " 
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* 

z.ty philosophy of Judaism as a religious humanism led me to the 

conviction that the organized religious community, as such, should 

enter the arena of social and poll ti cal life and work for the building 

of the good society. 

The primary and major service which the church and the synagogue 

must render the cause of social justice is to galvanize, by education 

and inspiration, the will of men so that they will seek justice and 

pursue it , But they should not remain content to speak of social 

justice in the abstract . 
,,_ ... 

Neither is an academy for4 social sci enc es . 

They are, or should be, a dynamic agency for social reconstruction . 

They must enter the arena of life and do valiant battle for its 

sanctities. 

Organized religion cannot, of course, align itself with a 

propaganda for one specific economic system against another. It must 

not involve itself in economic dogmatism. To do so would be to 
1te,1.~., 

suffer a severe loss in spiritual prestige and authority. -it would 

be compelled either to champion an existing order in spite of its 

sundry and inevitable flaws , or a new order, which might fail ever to 

approximate the virtues claimed for it . 'lhe organized religious 

fellowship is not concerned with systems, but with the safegua.rding 

of princ1ples which each age must be challenged to work into such a 

system as will best meet its requirements. Whether it be capitalism, 

socialism, or communism, there are basic principles of justice at 

stake in each, and organized religion must under all conditions 

remain free to defend these ideals for which no system holds adequate 

guarantees , 
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A m1.nister is, of course, never entirely free in bis profession . 

No one working in and through an insti tution is entirely free . One 

, 6 ,t.f=ee,r 
cannot expect to have the pn:1'-Afi •• 7 W1 independence, say, of a 

prophet, and st1. ll be the e.ndoved and accredited spokesman of an 

organized group. In a m1.nister of small integrity, this makes for a 

measure of insincerity. But in most cases it serves to increase the 

m1.nister •s patience without decreasing his courage or his dedication. 
f' .... , T,, .o\.... 

This conviction as to the role of organized religion ~iJ.•s--"'l~crn 
AF' 

Etft••l~y informed and impelled my active participation in the social 

movements of the day . 

By 1927 the unemployment 
Sc:nH,v~ , ,. '"'<- ~ f\J -;- •t'l.11' '1A• •o.f 
SR! :_, rs in Cleveland, as i n 7 1 , I 1 oure sn cu c~ tb)i era, ••s, 

I urged our city government to undertake imnediate large scale 
$ .. ,,.~ ..... ,..:i,-..,"' 

construction projects as a means of let gil :s relief,~ tlhe ilia sp~ed 

and ad.wj941!t J 1-, .te~c, and ledei&t. a EAef , It was at this time 
A- -r & ,., rd" t?- '? 

that I began 111/f campaign for statewide unemployment insurance, 41:1:ch 

' 

soci 

blot on 

-
to 

, and n 

t and richest country in the 

Unemployment, I was convinced, was not an insoluble problem. 

Periodic fluctuations of prosperity and depression were not inevitable . 

'lhe business cycle could, to a large extent , be controlled, If the 
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same 81110unt of research and ingenuity which baaJ gone into the technical 

improvement of American industry had gone into the problem of the 

regularization of production, the stabilization of markets, and the 

control of credits, the dread ghost of the business cycle would have 

been laid long ago. 

I urged that a law should be passed establishing compulsory 

unemployment insurance for all workingmen. 
\,< ... ..... l<l\~t. q 

Every HQNiil.M8fflBn ts 

entitled to be protected against involuntary unemployment, just as 

he is entitled to be protected against the disability of sickness and 

old age. Unemployment insurance is a legitimate charge against 

industry in the same way as accident 1 :r a t~ or fire insurance. An 

insurance plan should be so drafted and premiums should be so graded 

as to pit financial p1'e~§1.U"e upon the employer to regul.artze employ­

ment w1 thin bis ind.us try. 
'-' t.)iN"'"'-1\.W ~ t> 1,,V'" l .,-·.._, 

'J.'Jle l;Onsumers League of Ohio had been 11'1;1.ui□!'ll:51 I I J bl of 

unemployment. In 1928 I urged upon it the wisdom of concentrating on 

unemployment insurancf'. e&dl a 11.11e oi 11el..-t■e :WSe »eJ I er prol::2 n •JB!eb 

wea £!1)6ed by Wl!i'PIIP)~aaat. In April, 1930, the League appointed a 

committee ti as • ; •: :m: i•J <¥£ft I I • ce w1 th the idea of framing 

legislation on the subject. 'lhe colllllittee consisted of economists, 

representatives of labor and industry, social workers, and civic and 

religious leaders. It met weekly in the Parlor 01' 'lhe Temple for a 

period of six months. It studied intensively every phase . of unemploy­

ment insurance and the insurance plans which had been adopted in other 

countries . 

.s ---- l'\tf",9.i;utt_~ 

As an outgrowth of tbisi;;study it was decided to sponso:!.in 

the Obio State Legislature aa-'lfM-filli-ttor unemployment insuranc~ public 
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meeting of citizens was called on December 15, 1930, to receive the 

draft of the proposed bill for consideration and action. At this 

meeting, the Cleveland Colllllittee for Unemployment Insurance was 

of'f'icially organized and I was elected cbairman. 'lbe meeting voted 

to authorize the Chairman to appoint committees to secure the endorse­

ment of other orgam.zations throughout the State, to interview members 

of the Ohio Legislature, to orgam.ze a Speakers Eureau and to do 

whatever else was necessary to further the movement. 
- ~~ ~~ 
~ vas introduced in the Ohio State Legislature in 

January, 193),,,. It was known as the Reynolde-Keifer Bill. Hearings 

_ on: thQ!.,Pf 11 were held in Columbus and I appeared before the Legislature 

on February 17th. Prior to my appearance, the Executive Director of 

the State Counci1 of Retai1 Merchants clrcul.arized the membership of 

the Council with the warning: ''When the eloquent Rabbi Silver appears 

in Columbus before legislative committee, with packed galleries, 

pleading for such a cause, I.OOK OUT!" 

At these bearings I said: 

"I have been amazed in recent years as I became progressive:cy 

more and more aware of this problem, of the relative indifference of 

the American public to the whole problem of unemployment until it 

becomes as acute as it has in recent months. We assume that unemploy­

ment is inherent in our industrial system and can o:fter on:cy emergency 

relief. We have overlooked the social menace of unemployment • .,. .It has 

been said that irregular employment makes for irregular character, ,r,I\Jo 

'I tor a break-up of personall ty. Social workers tell us of the 

disruption which results when the head of the fami:cy fails to provide 

for the needs of the ram1:cy. He cannot endure the silent rebuke of 
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wife and children. Unemployment is forcing tens of thousands of self­

respecting work:l.ng-men to the humiliation of begging at the doors for 

charity. 

"nus Bill will not solve the problem of unemployment but it 

will solve sane of its evils. It substitutes for our unplaDned anti­

social relief a dignified American method of relief. nils Bill is an 

insurance measure and not a 'dole'. It is the very antithesis of the 

dole ••. 'llle beneficiary pays for the protection which he receives and 

the amount is clearly fixed. 'llle plan is actuarially sound. 

"It places no additional burden on the people of the State of' 

Ohio, for we are already spending millions in taking care of the 

unemployed in an inefficient, haphazard sort of' way ••• Why should not 

the great State of Ohio take the first step in the right direction 

'Which will immediately be followed by other states?~ 

\ "In airance will help our state when it most needs help--during 

periods of economic depression. 

"'llle mind of the American working-man today is ~ restive. 

During the next decade we will have to pay for the undernourishment of 

these years, for the partial. starvation to which we are subjecting our 

children. Bow long will the American working-man tolerate a system 

'Which compels bi.m to use up bis savings periodically? Russia is a 

chall.enge to our whole system, which seems to acknowledge that unem­

ployment and misery are inherent in our capitalistic system. You do 

not believe it, nor do I. 

''1his Bill is sound, this Bill is practical. ,+t is con,ervat1ve. 
/ / / ,.,,. , l -- \ I I 

It ba6 ~ in1(9 acdourit al~e -~i:1,ences b_f other~tries\... 
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"I votce the earnest sentiments of men and women who work in I I • 

thiti,el.d of eligion, who are close to men and women in i heir great 

n d.s !" 

'l)M91e Here 1,liitl who,_spoke ~inst the Bi}t)~presentatives 

of industry and business~th the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and the 

Cleveland Chamber of Comerce worked for its defeath 
~ ,r 
'-'lhe ii.W. vas killed in the Senate on Marcil 12th, and in the 

House on March 26th. f' .. b 1, , ,1 't 
However, as a resul.t of the e:r:i le i11••••11t which 

/'K, oMf•~ •-to ~e 
..l,.. ._a;c!iihb± 111 u■ 1 J 9F1ell:t ir:unwranc~ introduction of •t, ilill 

~ ,i ... ..... ...... 11..,-
and due to the manifold acti v1 ties of our collllli. ttees th:?! & I J he 
ST1t7e 
S!Js1,.e, the- SI &a Legislature on April 9, 1931, acted favorably upon ,W.. "' 

recommendation of Governor White for the appointment of a Commission 

"to investigate the practicability and the advisability of setting up 

unemployment reserves or insurance funds to prov1de against the risk 

of unemployment, and to recommend what fox,n of legislation, if any, 

may be wise or suitable to Ohio as a separate State and which may seem 

to offer the best preventive remedy to avoid future distress and 

suffering, such as is being undergone by our citizens who are unable 

to find work through no faul.t of their own." 

Governor White appointed this CoDlllission in November, 1931. 

It consisted of ten members with Senator J. A. Reynolds of Cleveland 

as Chaix,nan and Elizabeth s. Magee, as Secretary. 'lhe Commission 

included a prominent industrialist, the Secretary of the Obio State 

Federati011 of labor, the Master of the Ohio Grange, the Secretary of 

the Springfield Chamber; of Co11111erce, two professors of Economics--one 

from Antioch and the other from Ohio State University, the DJ.rector of 

Information Bureau on Women's Work, an attorney fl'Olll Cleveland, later 

to becane United States Senator, the National Secretary of B'D&i B'rith, 

and myself. 
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'J.bis <.:ommission worked for a year and made a thorough study of 

the field of unemployment insurance. On October 26, 1932 it presented 

its conclusions, together with the draft ~ a )•iii: lea an Unemployment 

Insurance Law. 'lhe Commission found that ''unemployment insurance is 

not only desirable and practical but that the state cannot sa.fely face 

the employment insecurity of the future without preparing for it by a 

compulsory system of insurance. 11 

'!he report, as might be expected, vas not 11Dan1mous. Two 

members, representing the employers and the Ohio Grange dissented: 

"Instead of a substitute for charity," they wrote to the Governor, 

"the proposed Bill presents an additional form of charity which may 

easily induce idleness, discourage thrift, and leave a large part of 

the present charity load as a public charge while the cost of compul­

sory unemployment insurance must eventually be borne by labor, the 

~er or the consuming public. ''.S 
~e represeDtative of the employers on the Com-

, -
mission, a Cleveland manufacturer, J. F. Lincoln, in addressing the 

Associated IDdustries of Cleveland, charged that the three Jewish 

members of theC'-Onm:l~sion (Dr. I. M. Rubinov, Prof~ssor Will1am M. 

Leiserson, and I) were the authors responsible for the Unemployment 

Insurance Bill. Be went on to say that all three were foreign-born, A/Vr> 

"their beats :und wa1c:::ea t:;w1ttlon of a lend gt msrome, ex1Je, and 

au#do= stab one or acc,eM :neruort1 an n1 ••:q ane 1 PIDeJQP".'ial ,c.:;,;;.I ~ j r-' ) j 

l\_e.. 
ha•1e$< 1101P questioned whether "these sponsors of the Bill had 

absorbed the American spirit of initiative, of individual responsibility, 

and self-reliance sufficiently to be trusted with the- handling of maJor 

social and poll t1 cal problems of the country. " 
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t -

, ,R ,t t>~ -..1,, \.c,J <-/'t1;' lc..J--, 
-81~.y, 1llle Ohio Chamber of Comerce, in a bx Lua It I 

/\ 

sas~•d the Comm1ssion's report, expressed "its resentment at the 

impudent challenge burled at us by foreign propagandists." It asked, 

"When vere Christian charity, family love, neighborly kindliness, and 

human brotherhood !ICieDti f'i ,:_7 " It turt.ber stated that "this attempt 

to foist upon the United States foreign ideals aDd foreign practices 

during this trying period is indefensible and disloyal." 

~ 
'lhe UnemploYJ11ent Insurance Bill of the Comm1ssion vas introduced 

~ 

into the Ohio Legislature in 1933. It was knovn as the Harrison-Keifer 

Bill. 
Cl 

-e 1 '1.1.ll passed the House but vas killed in the Senate. 

Organized labor at first opposed UDemployment insurance, but 

by 1932 e u ! j r- reversal of attitude took place on the part of the 

American Federation of Labor. 'lhereafter, UDemployment insurance had 

organized labor as one of its staUDchest friends in the State. 

In 1934 I went to Washington and appeared before the Ways and 

Means Comm1ttee of the House to advocate the passing of the W88Jler­

Levis Bill tor Unemployment Insurance. 

In June, 1934 I called a conference in Columbus to plan the 

drafting and presentation of a third unemployment insurance bill. 

In 1935 a third bill was introduced, ISSl'T •the Boyd-Hunter 

~, vhich, like ~ .pz~~=w.•,,, embodied the recomnendation..of 
(/ 

the Ohio Commission on Unemployment Insurance. '.3 ( z ll passed the 

House but vas killed in the Senate. 

FtnaJJy, in December, 1936, at a special Nssion of the ST/.,,,.,~ 

Legislature, an Unemployment Insurance Bill was passed--..,. tb z 1,ute 

1 5 7 1 • vbich, in the main, f'olloved the provisions of the original 
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Pa..~ ... ...c., 
Commission Vtll. 'lhrough the years before its enactment into law, 

the Ohio Plan vas discussed in many states of the Union and stimulated 

action in many of them. It vas, in a way, the forerunner of unemploy-
~ '\ 

ment insurance in the United States. ,..::;-:;-931 " ts: -

From time to time I felt impelled to speak out in labor­

management disputes . Cleveland was then, as it is today, an import­

ant industrial community. As in most other cities, :periodic attempts 

were made to crush effective labor unionism. At the close of the 

First World War there was severe unemployment in the city, and this 

situation was seized upon to undermine the organized labor movement . 

A leader in the campaign was the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce whose 

president had been President Wilson's Secretary of War, Newton D. 

Baker. In protest I resigned from the Chamber of Commerce . '!he 

correspondence between Mr. Baker and myself was given wide publicity 

in the local press. Labor leaders assured me that it greatly 

strengthened their position. 

In September, 1930 I found myself again involved in a 

labor-management dispute in which justice vas on the side of labor. 

'!he Hotel Managers of Cleveland broke a seventeen year old agreement 

w1 th the Cooks ', Wai tresses ', and Waiters I Union, and the latter had 

to resort to a strike in order to protect their right of collective 

bargaining, The action of the Cleveland Hotel Association in refusing 
/lfV 

all forms of arbitration was clear~ part of aa I tc'i effort instigated 
~ 

and directed by powerf'ul interests marshalled under the banner of the 

Associated Industries of Cleveland, who were anxious to use the 

l-i ~AN.;, C.0 
c depression to destroy unionism. I publicly e Iii I ad the 

hotel owners ' action as lrl ghhanded , and their refusal to arbitrate as 

\.V ;t t.. -n,_'lt.. Pf_E:~.t A,. c, 
indefen.sible., M XJ; "''~"' ,oP- A r-'°'"''"'·t..l'\;.}(.":-.. 
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Through the years I was called in on several occasions to 

arbitrate labor-management disputes and to settle strikes, 

Years later, in 1958, the issue of the Union Shop was again 

revived. A "Right to Work" constitutional amendment was presented 

to the voters of the State of Ohio, On that occasion I issued the 

following statement, which was widely used by the Ohio Federation of 
Fz; Pa I ; : - u c4,, 

Iabo1N.c a a f t th a s tu'lilllent : 

"Every man in a free society should have the right to work. 

But every man, once he finds employment, also bas the moral dut y to 

join an organization of fellow workers which achieves f or him, 

through its organized efforts, the favorable conditions he enjoys in 

his employment and a.f'fords him protection for the future . Everyone 

is morally obligated to share in the responsibilities if they wish to 

avail themselves of the rewards of collective effort . The theoretic 

"Right to Work" which no one questions is qualified by man's moral 

responsibility to assume the obligations which assure him the very 

things which he seeks in his employment. 

"It has been my conviction for many years that no f ree 

society and no free economy can long endure in the modern world 

without a strong organization of its working people . A strong labor 

movement not only protects wo1·Kers aga1ns~ expl.01. t;ation but, at the 

same time, will save capitalism and free enterprise f'rom those very 

abuses which ultimately destroy it." 

The amendment was decisively defeated . 
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As I look back upon my political and economic attitudes, I 

believe that I should describe myself as a liberal. I was never a 

socialist, but I favored the welfare state . I was never a committed 

poll ti cal or economic party man--but I have found certain consistencies 

in my judgments . I n 1929 I penned what I then cal.led the creE.J"!Sic. •• 
$ Q TtN<'l - .. 

.2 -If"' 
1o r-- the untired and undaunted llberni., sf slJ t1rnes I 3 f 1.1'>'--iarans-

,.. ,; \ 'I. ., Fo ,1.. •1 W ! ' 

pose :bee Ure~ pe166i?tli@) :ar ;prcnrear f or t be ·p111:rea and the Cft,<1."D 
l• ,.,._ '/ O •",J 

•s t.uAis■eut becomes what ~ in f'act was, a.¥ J .. 
ii. 

_9bP, iii the- creed-i-sub1'1i c_J he to . 

We believe in Man, in bis slow, ascendfnt progress, in the 

autonomy of bis spirit and in the primacy of bis cWms over the 

claims of all forms of human organization, 

We believe in freedom--the fullest measure of freedom 

compatible with the fullest measure of responsibill ty. 

We believe i n authori ty--but onq in autbori ty sanctioned by 

reason and consent . 

We believe that the onq tools of social progress are 

education, experimentation, and cooperation. 

We believe that to be well governed i s not as important as to 

be self-governed; that values bestowed are not as desirable as values 

achieved. Hence, we reject all manner of milleniums proffered to us 

at the spear-point of dictatorship. 

We believe that all truth is made manifest through the contact 

and clash of diverse opinions and that the ~ motive power of 

progress is the free exchange of ideas and the exercised privilege of 

nonconformity. 



We believe in tolerance but not in indifference, i n enthusiasm 

but not in fanaticism, in convictions but not in obsessions , in 

independence but not in isolation, in conflict but not in hate . 
><. ,,._ I( 

In 1917, the year I came to Cl.eveland, the (hmrmmi st Revolu-

tion took pl.ace in Russia. No llt,l!eu t11aur ee l d oz woul:d wish to 

b.il cs tMs UiijtSr e&iJJSiige e~ tt:c t..catli!1>8 eee4lt.tt7, The pulpit would 

have relegated itself to i r relevancy if it had failed to give men 

guidance on this powerfu.l. new phenomenon which was shaking the very 

foundations of our society. Religion could not ignore it--for it was 

attacking all religion . Democracy and liberalism could not ignore it, 

for it was destroying them both wherever it could. It would have been 

a simple matter to engage in wholesale condemnation and so find oneself 

praised and applauded. a.it there were factors in the Communist 

revolution which a religious leader was obligated to consider, and 

spiritual elements which he could not ignore. AB between the Fast and 

the West it was not altogether a case of black or white--the perfectly 

good system against the utterly evil one. 

I have long been convinced that Communism is a disfigured 

theory, and I have long been convinced that we must learn to live on 

the same globe as the Soviet people and they with us . In 1920 I 

stated in my pulpit, "I believe that Bolshevism i s fundamentally 

primitive and naive, and in practice wicked and destructive . I 

believe that it does not and Will not make for greater human freedom 

or greater human happiness; and I believe that industrial democr acy 

and industrial progress must be sought along other lines than those 

of cl.ass struggle and the dictatorship of t he proletariat . " (Nov. 24, 

1920. ) I have not cbaogP.d my mind. In those early years I a lso 
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denounced the British blockade of Russia and called for the withdraval 

of American troops on the thesis that every nation must determine its 

own life and in the belief that no one nation can compel the world to 

mold itself after its image. 

In 1917 I delivered a sermon which I titled, "Bolshevism--How 

to Meet it. 
11 

My central tho\l8bt was, "Kill Bolshevi.sm with justice, 

k111 1 t with love. 11 That was very naive, quite as na1 ve as were the 

teachings of the founders o:f' our faith when they confronted the evils 

of their ~ day. My visits to Russia, in 1926, 1935, and 1961, con­

vinced me that most economic systems can achieve economic results and 
~ r ..._ c ... ~-.~-,.,... r,,T~ 

that whatever our views on> aonrst I tf ··a a9'111'em there remains no 

option but livi.ng with it. I said this often. In 1961, upon my 

return from my most recent visit, I put it this way: 11I am convinced • 

that we must learn to 11 ve on the same globe with the Soviet people 

and they with us . The Russians have adopted a way of life which is 

theirs . I would not choose it for myself or for America. It ha.a 

stark and basic defects which we cannot ignore, and it has certain 

merits which we should not underestimate . &it their way of life is 
,.-~, 

theirs, and whatever is wrong with teat< they themselves will have to 

correct in t~e future . Neither they nor we are always in the right. 

The problem before the world today is not which system is the better, 

but how the two ~an keep from destroying each other--an<.\ mank1 nd. 

Both are strongly entrenched and sufficiently powerful that one 

cannot destroy the other without destroying itself. The question is, 

then, not which will bury the other, but _whether a war, once unleashed 

between the F.ast and the West, will not bury them both. 

''The only alternative to annihilationist war is mutual 



accommodation . Many of the differences betveen us will have to be 

left to the solvent of time . The tvo systems will certainly persist 

concurrently for a long time . 'lllis should be accepted as an axiom 

by this generation and the next, and the next. llei ther the communists 

nor we are getting off the globe . We must all, therefore, make every 

effort to free ourselves from the emotional climate of the cold war . 

This, of course, applies also to the communists, for the cold war 

cannot be ended uni lateral.ly. As a people, we should learn to live 

more wisely and less excitedly, and to act more circumspectly and 

cooperatively in world affairs, exploring every avenue of possible 

agreement and bearing in mind that we can never have it all our own 

way. As a rule, it is better to study our adversary--at times even 

to learn from bim--tban to abuse him, We should go about our national 
-----

business wi t!i"Jmotional tautness, certainly w1 thout self-righteousness, 

in the full knowledge that while the worst can happen, in all likeli ­

hood it will not; doing what we feel we ought to do at the behest of 

our own national traditions and principles, helping where we can, 

seeking no political. compensation in return, craving no praise and 

deterred by no threats, looking first to the soundness and justice of 

our own economy and the wellbeing of our people, No one will rob us 

of our chosen way of life, nor will time rust our spiritual treasures, 

i f we cherish them lovingly." 

In line with this position I favored diploma.tic recognition 

of Russia in the 1930's and Russia ' s admission to the League of Nations 

and our ■e•~ recognition of Red China after World War II . I felt 

that our military intervention in Korea was precipitous and born more 

of impatience than statesmanship. In an address titled, "A Letter to 
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mold i tseli' after its image. L.11 ,- ' 

In 1917 I delivered a sermon which I titled, "Bolshevism--

How to Meet It . " My central thought was, "Kill Bolshevism with 

justice, kill it with love . " '!hat was ••tr naive, quite as naive as 

were the teachings of the founders of our faith when the confronted 

the evils of their day. My visits to Russia, in 1926, 1935, and 1961, 

convinced me that most economic systems can achieve economic results 

and that whatever our views on the communist system there remains no 

option but living with it. I said this often. Is 1991; c; 11 wJ 

Ill!_ (t,,:mn,~ 
reti1n1 ~11• ~ most recent vi6it, I pot 1 t tb1 s , ay. ~r -8111 convinced 

that we must learn to live on the same globe with the Soviet people 

and they with us . The Russians have adopted a way of life which is 

theirs . I would not choose it for myself or for America. It has 

stark and basic defects which ve cannot ignore, and it has certain 

merits which ve should not underestimate. But their we;y of life is 

theirs, and whatever is wrong with it they themselves will have to 

correct in the future. Neither they nor we are always in the right. 

The problem before the world today is not which system is the better, 

but how the two can keep from destroying each other--and mank1nd. 

Both are strongly entrenched and sufficiently powerful that one 

cannot destroy the other without destroying i tseli'. The question is, 

then, not which will bury the other, but whether a war, once unleashed 

between the East and the West, will not bury them both. 

lnie only alternative to annihilationist w~ is mutual accom­

modation. .•fas~ of the d1 fferencec 'botweee \lS will have to be lett to 

the so.J.vOBt of t1 me, The h&~terns ldll certainly perJist con­

currently tor -&-"hAl8~• 'Ihu should be accepted as-an-atom by 
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:tin. gc.ncxat1on and tha next,, .and the next . Neither the collllllUDists 

nor we are getting on the globe . We must ~, therefore, make every 

effort to free ourselves from the emotional climate of the cold war.- -~- /Irv n -L h. 4!- "C , , .;'f'\ .,J N ,\ iJ 
'lb:! s , '4 _aeu~ee, appliea also to the cowww...li stc, for the cold var 

cannot be ended unilaterally. As a people, we should learn to live 

more wisely and less excitedly, and to act more circumspectly and 

cooperatively in world affairs, exploring every avenue of possible 

agreement and bearing in mind that we can never have it all our o'Wll 

way. As a rule, it is better to study our adversary--at times even 

to learn from him--than to abuse him. We should go about our national 

business without emotional tautness, certainly without self- righteous­

ness, in the full knowledge that while the worst can happen, in all 

likelihood it will not; doing what we feel we ol.18bt to do at the 

behest of our own national traditions and principles, helping where 

we can, seeking no political compensation in return, craving no praise 

and deterred by no threats, looking f irst to the soundness and justice 

of our own economy and the wellbeing of our people . No one will rob 

us of our chosen way of life, nor will time rust our spiritual 

treasures, if we cherish them lovingly . ..-
1 1-.( , ... ",c·,,...,. 

In line with LM:c pcot-,e~ I favored diplomatic recognition of 

Russia in the 1930's and Russia's e.dmission to the League of Nations 

and our recognition of Red China after World War II . I felt that our 

mill tary intervention in Korea was precipitous and born more of im-

patience than statesmans~;. -if!!:::,;;~;~ i=i-.. ::x,~ ;~re ;:•s ,., f • 

J A-i"' o r -;.,:;; f\ n_;.:: ,p r i-1 '= , ..... , G "- o ,:;. 

•f!, 4~ ~ ~AN->1'-/r . 
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essio l d I ve my rea¥ 

It 
t • • It is roper to al.ert the :American people today to the 

grave dangers 

but more is 

first 

ch they f'ind tqeflnselves, as the 

In the 
;' 

elf-examination at e top level, A 

done, 

conducive nd governmen7" no/1s 

.n.JLNability with s-ugi~stions and critic{sm/and narrow 

nmrt1 sansbip 

international situations. 

to mak poll ti cal. cap1 tal out of grave 

"There is in ri,y judgment need for a r e-examination of our 

entire policy which has been going from bad to worse ever 

"l':!~ian, on bis own responsibility, announced the so­

and pledged our country to resist Conimunism all 

over the world, a comm1 tmesit on which we are simply not le t o make 

good and one which our allies 'are unw1llill8 to back A re- exam:Lna-

tion of our entire foreign policy 1 

"These are some of the tb1138s a 

write to Mr. Truman . I 

words which he himself uttered the 

those words lies the right direct 

• 

like to 

v his attention to some 

in these dire 

days. He said, 'There is no c lict between the leg:1 

of the free world and thos of the Soviet Union that cann t be settled 

by peaceful means, and w111 continue to take every honors: le step 

we can to avoid a g eral war . ' This is quite different from the 

dogmatism, the tings, and the warmongerill8 of so many others, which 

are so ntly beard these days, 



"S i,a lin, too, has declared 1110re thsn once t hs 1. the colilllUilis t 

wor ld and ctht> cspii:allst vorld coul d li ve side by sioe i n one wnr l.d . 

~ does~ · ru• t f talin. o tsl.Lc ~'-' not t.n. s t Truroo.n. Hence 

-
>,he· i mpasse: >S-:"'" Il 1i!' clear that. on.J.,y in t he direction or courageous 

and continuoUB explo re.t.ion o'.' every avenue f o r reaching ,.ma ~rs t.and­

ings, if only piecemeal, only ' u the <iirection of nt>gol !. Rt!on. 

earnestly sought and Vt•l comt>O, li es the hope of the worlJ . "'""ti:Otia -

It\ <,J-; ~ 7 
t1on 

T" 
m'eo 

111 not appe88em~11 . J,f<t- hot · Tt,,. Amert can peoJile be persuaded 
c. M ll-.f' ~~j,.i, lJ'F " 

c los~ th~1 r f1l1 nds "* th a n @cUJ • ,I' ~h.- woJ·d ·appeasemen t. . ' rt 

i s e"ll¢a,, a t.Abu ; evi ce t..:> pa.r& .!.)'-1 1' w 1 ,ught rull 1.11.se dlplo:r.f>·. tr tl"t 01 • . 

There snould be u rgent ard cent.: ni.ou r. explora t.1on or f'Vt'ry ,pp :-tw•, ~ .. 

f or the coming t o an underst8Jln' ~ With the Soviet, a 111ttl •n vhi ch ... 

cannot any more f".han it can defeat us ... . defeat in 11ar 

~ appeal to our national leader&hip i r ..ISohi~ v ,1,, 

4 \le- make m=atl goou • ii l, f 61 OP llr a 11. 1 A:velveu in Qtl~llll'• Jll 

tv,~> wNC, 

~•t;J~ l s t o bf! CO lI •i.6POu:, "\11( U:di ra.1 ct , not • c, t,"' ll "8.Yt> by 

partis an poll t1ca ~ cow;.Lderut.lor >i Rnu nvt tv a .lv,._ 1 o:. s .. J' 1. • be 

push us 1nto war for reaaona wh.l.ch have noUlir.g ,..J J, .r t ·I, . ) .' t' c-:· 

count ry. 'lbere are tboee in our country vbo nn not vw t IUl U'.11 t- • -

thosi: llho ;,t ll try to sabot.88t any possib1 h ty or v.g ,,::e:1u•1, 

a.re our real enemies _..._, 

I !liged 11 frtendller atti'tudt to11aroa ~ s • Ru , 1a in s p1 t e 

of what I ~11 about ito att.11.,1tl,. t.◊\ltl.l'as rf"lig l on, :.ow-. r-d1, Z1on1 11ru, 

and tovarda the Jevieb peopl1. t n I.he Soviet Un.1 .,n . 



'lhe regime in Russia is hostile to religion. Its leaders 

boastfulzy avow their atheism. They do not seem to be as rabid and 
wo~ 

gross in their opposition :h J as in 1920, but everything that the 

government can do to eradicate it from among the people, short of 

completezy closing down all places of public worship, is done . 

Anti-Semitism in Russia has bad a long and dark history, and 

the October Revolution did not uproot it. Russian Jews, it is reported, (_11(, l) 

are being steadizy pushed out of positions in the top governing bodies 

of the State and the Central Committee of the Cnmrm1n1st Party, the 

higher echelons of the Red Artrry, the diplomatic services, and the 

higher brackets of academic professions and plant management. 

I do not know bow widespread this type of anti-Semitism actualzy 

is in the u.s.s.R. today. Its exl.stence is vigorouszy denied by the 

government . :a.it ciu.tural and religious discriminations directed 

against the Jewish nationality group, as such, is certainzy being 

practice.l The fundamental law of the u.s.s.R. grants cultural 
Lr 

autonomy and equality to all nationality groups . 1'7~ a right 
T 

to--•~ ow language, schools, press, and other cultural activities . 

This bas been one of the honorable and proud boasts of the Soviet 

Union . 'lhe Jewish group is recognized as a nationality. Every Jew in 

the Soviet Union is required to indicate thl.t he is a Jev--just as 

every Georgian that he 1 s a Georgian. But unlike all the other 

nationality groups, and there are many, the Jewish group enjoys none 

of the rights of these nationalities . 

It has been denied these rights because it is an extraterritorial 

colllJIUn1 ty, that is, not centered in any one territory or region. It is 

argued by Jae apologists of the regime that those wbo wish or wished 
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to enjoy such rights could, or should have, migrated to the autonomous 

Jewish region of Bi.ro-Bi.djan in eastern Siberia, which the Soviet 

established. nus argument, of course, ignores historic realities. 

Jews, though widecy scattered, always constituted a separate ethnic 

and cultural group in Russia which, even in the darkest days of the 

Tzars, were free to exercise their religion, and free to tea.ch and 

develop their own Hebrew and Yiddish culture. The argument al.so 

overlooks the fiasco of Biro-Bi.djan, of which more later . 

I am inclined to the belief that progress in the direction of 

winning for the Soviet Jewish minority the same cultural and religious 

considerations which are a.ccorded-ejll: other nationality and religious 

groups is not foreclosed, given an insistent world Jewish protest, 

but one which does not Join the chorus of the Cold War. 

In 1932 I was given a sabbatical leave of absence by my 

congregation. I spent it abroad in Berlin, Paris, Prague, Rome, 

Geneva, and in Palestine. For the first time I came face to face 

with Fascism and Nazism in their native homes. The Fascist regime 

in Itacy was then celebrating the tenth anniversary of Mussolini's 

March on Rome. 'While I was in Berlin in January, 1933, the Nazis 

took over the government of Germany. I attended Ula sessions of 

the League of Nations in Geneva and was present when the critical 

debate on Manchuria took place. 

Everybody knew that the Sino-Japanese conflict had brought 

the League to the first searching test of its career. Heretofore, the 
a... .. :r .., ... ~ 

League had intervened ioore or less success~ in conflicts ~ 

~ sma~ nations,. Now one at the Big Five was 
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Jewish region of B1ro-Bidjan in fastern Siberia, which the Soviet 

established. 'Ihis argument, of course, ignores tee, historic realities 

ot tlle Jewi.sh-po~on in-jl1561a. Jews, though widely scattered, 

always constituted a separate ethnic and cultural group in Russia 

which, even in the darkest days of the 'l"zars, were free to exercise 

their religion, and free to teach and develop their own Hebrew and 

Yiddish culture. 'lbe argument also overlooks the fiasco of Biro­

Bidjan, of which more later. 

I am inclined to the belief that progress in the direction of . ~ .. 
5 e J \ "'°'' 

Winning for the Jewish minority :l,n tee ile:vi.ot 'Wen--tbe same cultural 
J.. 

and religious considerations which are accorded all other nationality 

and religious groups is not foreclosed, given an insistent world 

Jewish protest, but one which does not join the chorus of the Cold War. 

In 1932 I was given a sabbatical leave of absence by my 

congregation. I spent it abroad in Berlin, Paris, Prague, Rome, 

Geneva, and in Palestine. For the first time I came face to face 

with Fascism and Nazism in their native homes . 'lbe Fascist regime 

in Italy was then celebrating the tenth anniversary of Mussolini's 

March on Rome. While I was in Berlin in January, 1933, the Nazis 

took over the government of Germany. I also attended the sessions 

of the League of Nations in Geneva and was present when the critical 

debate on Manchuria took place . 

Everybody knew that the Sino-Japanese conflict bad brought 

the League to the first searching test of its career . Heretofore, 

the League had intervened more or less successfully in conflicts 'Where 

only smaller nations were involved. Now one of the Big Five was 
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vi taJ J y involved. 
,~lfi.<tlt- Of' l'<JtiPw. ;. 

'!be League must now reveal its t, at I I 11 • 

Was it really a competent international organization to ensure peace, 

resolved to enforce its principles and agreements upon all signatories 

alike without fear or favor, or was it merely a creature of the great 

powers, who would allow it freedom of action only when tta•-~ 

f:ttn':tf,P!tferests were not jeopardized? AJ.l excuses for delay had 

been exhausted. It was more than a year since China had appealed to 

the League against Japan's invasion of Manchuria. It was almost a 

ye.ar since Japan, at the League's intercession, had agreed to an 

immediate cessation of hostilities and to the withdrawal of her troops 

--a solenm pledge no sooner spoken than ignored. 'Ihe Igtton Commission 

had been appointed to gain time and, after months of close investigation, 

its report had been submitted. 'Ihe report, remarkable for its 

thoroughness and unbiased judgment, found Japan's aggression in 

Manchuria unwarranted by any consideration of self-defense and 

.tt••P••-~Z•iiJ .... J •lllil.tt the new state of Manchukuo, which Japanese 
To '-t' ~ 

ba¥onets had carved out of China, ~no'""tlirng more than a Japanese 

'!be hour of decision had arrived. 

Many delegates took part in the momentous debate. Dr. Yen 

spoke for China. Matsuoka spoke for Japan. '!here were those who 

spoke for the smaller nations--for Ireland, Czechoslovakia, Sweden, 

Spain. These all spoke in defense of China and against Japan. JiJl!t 

JafSZ SISTO 

were to be 

:i'F 
eJJowed to go unghec':si y d the 

found powerless 13. chec"t:f&: th-

League in this emergency 

aggression of a great 

power, then t.,g :ta t 122 sccuib3 :l:'2&& \[} S- wiiE!!l&!lll!ll1i11s_.s,11,rlld the 

League was a broken reed to lean onAN-C:> o•(T'l:R.J<A=n•...,"- <..~t'+...r..J 
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Everyone wa1 ted to rear the spokesmen of the Great Powers . 

Paul Boncour arose to speak for France . I had never realized how 

pliant and flexible a language French coul.d be in the hands of one who 

wished to dodge and wriggle round a mor al issue . Boncour's speech was 

so finely spun, so dexterous, and so meaningless that men declared it 

to be diplomacy at its "W,¥' best. He was followed by Sir John SilllOn, i,q .C..c,,,.-,, 
,4. frfl,tf?Att; SZfJb, 

speaking for Great Britain. SI I 1'•*11 #As at m: s o~f llStEx 'a l I it 
$",~ :,¢.CfN 

couJ.d see both s i des of the case. ,,.._ On the one hand, etc . , but on the 

other hand, etc.; therefore, one must not pr oceed with undue haste. 

It was all over . Gi h litt&Iur ew, !JJ:.8:U not>,; t > oa aas . 

llle high drama of Geneva had petered out into a sour comedy. Ont Jm-11 

roc """f5i't ~IC Le&gUe=wot1!1:d du9iotbing lii:t1-w Ksncmtrt en sir ••an. I 

saw and knew the beginning of the end of the Ieague of Nations . 

From Geneva I went to Rome, and there I had an interview 

with Il Duce. Pr~er Mussolini we; g l Ii t I tee, ri JI 8 h1 Ii: He 
/ ,J C,_~ t •)'I.A:° t) F /"r /U,<PN , /tll., ,,i 1'•-'f 

was celebrati ng t:wii btJQ' the tenth anniver sary of Fascism i n 

I taly. Within another ten years, his eat teaed 8il!td ztl!i~d body would 

be hanging face down from a lamp post in Milan, his empire gone, his 

country in total collapse. But on the day that I saw him in the 

Palazzo Venezia 19 Bernt, he looked and acted as if he were the 
I A,.. I> ~'(:, 

favorite of the gods, wfj.eh be believed himself to be . In our 

conversati on he prescribed free ly for Italy, ~ for the United States A JV 1> fut\ 

,Le.. ""· ,:. ..... • 
ae uaJ l; Jie:!i~es&ltltalcQJ1t~Ji~hlJtt:...dt;llaMe~tsr::slA:~:ae~z:aitt .rr:ae•l.-111a111a11l!l'ilil<e~rr"::2a:lfilm:~L-.t .. 11mil.l.c!e:!ee~n:tt.rraelJ-eeeeiocinwoClmni1 ~ 

p: O Ing ■m1 ci:mtxo'l. wcxe Beeeeoai:r i n a Cvunb:J fj•se Pmc;1 c" , 

Mussolini Jid~d himself on the religious tolerance which 

existed in his country and decl.ar ed that there was no anti-Semitism 



in Italy. Jews occupied positions of high importance. He expressed 

the thought that the increase in anti -Semitism in Europe 1:•r2:::11•s="~t 

~a•s was a result of economic dislocations. He was bringing better 

times about, and } t J: i 4Met anti -Semitism would wane 'Wi. th the 

return of normal times , It would not be long before Mussolini~ •a 
.-10..,. f o , i',JL,Z ti' jN r'l''(c:.. 6 ? 

abandon~ religious tolerance &Ba :pt the racism of the Nazis 
,., " 

and their shameful anti-Je'Wi.sb program. 

I arrived in Berlin on January 22, 1933, at the beginning of 

what turned out to be the most exciting fortnight in the political 

history of Germany. I found the city on edge. 'lbe Nazis were 

staging a series of quasi -military demonstrations . 'lbree days later, 

in spite of bitter cold weather, fifty thousand communists staged a 

counterdemonstration. "Berlin is ours," they cried. On the follo'Wi.ng 

Sunday, a hundred thousand Social Democrats, 'With bands playing and 

banners fl;ying, marched into the great wstgarten Square shouting, 

"Berlin bleibt rot (Berlin remains Red)." 

In the meantime, the political pot was boiling and spilling 

over. Von Scbleicher's brief regime of less than two months as 

Chancellor seemed to be coming to an end. 

On January 28th he resigned. 

Hindenburg now called upon the former Chancellor, Franz von 

Papen, to negotiate 'With the political party leaders for the formation 

of a new Cabinet 'Vi thin the framework of the Constitution and in 

agreement 'Wi. th the Reichstag. " Who would be the new Chancellor? 

Forty-eight hours of terrific suspense - followed. Who would 

succeed von Schleicher? Would it be Hitler?--Hitler, the firebrand, 

the agitator, who had promised his followers that heads would roll in 

the dust once he came into power. But Hindenburg bad t'Wi.ce refused 

him the Chancellorship. 
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And then suddenly, with the force and speed of a thunderbolt, 

came the announcement that a new Cabinet bad been formed and that 

Hitler was Chancellor. Berlin was stunned. 'Ille Nazis were delirious 

with joy. Their long hoped for day of triumph had f inally come . 

Almost immediately, the Nazi newspaper appeared with screaming 

headlines: "Chancellor Hitler! " "German Berlin! " "Hang the flags out! " 

A huge torchlight procession was held. '.thousands upon thousands of 

lt!I I r shock troops and ~teel ke1mets, carrying torches, marched, 
II 

shouting, "Heil Hitler" and singing, "Deutschland, Deutschland uber 

alles . " They marched past the President's Palace, where the erstwhile 
6 F r1..._ tte., £.L.. 

hm*@ I 21crt Army Corporal, now Chancellor .:,f Iii!: Cen.Gdl iA t ah, 

rece.ived their homage . 

I $tOod on the curb and watched. 

I knew, of course, what the rise of Hitler to po~r would mean 

to the Jews of Germany, but I underestimated tne aepravity or tne man 
t( 

ano. his regime . I thought that it was possible, and perhaps likely, ,.. -{),tel, 
that the Nazi leaders, MW shouldered with politi cal responsibility, 

would be sobered by these responsibilities and would not attempt to 

carry out their fantasti c schemes against the Jewish citizens of 

Germany. I was beguiled by the thought, as were so many German Jews 

at the time, that "one does not eat his soup as hot as it is cooked. "~ 

C'Ihe German Jews with whom I spoke :con £tar th<; rtae of 

-~•ta ts poJ(I!" were concerned, of course, but were not greatly fright. 

ened. 'Ibey were preparing themselves for the storm which they knew was 

coming but which, they were confident, would in time. blov over. 

'Ibis hope was not to be . 
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I left Berlin for Prague. Ever since the First World War, I 

had entertained the hope of visiting the new republic of Czechoslovakia, 

and particularly its President, Tomas G. Masaryk. I had long been an 

a.dmirer of this wise and courageous l eader, who towered majestically 

over ._ the poll tical leaders taamtl&!"-"s•sa•1a1111r~n of Europe . I was v.,,, 

eager to learn what this man, the most authentic exponent of democratic 

ideals in Europe, had to say in such conf'used an.d turbulent t i mes . I 

was received in the audience chamber of the Hradcany Castl.e . He cmne 
_,, 

in, tall, e rect, impressive. '-"8 ~ ghty-three years had not bent his 

back, dimmed his eye, nor abated his intellectual vigor. t;z:.. 

---.L:iformally, but ~ earnestly, he spoke about many things for nearly 

an hour--politics, religion, the blind gropings of our age for a new 
\...Q_ 

order of things; and on all matters ~a Ii a h-nt proved to be a keen 

and incisive commentator, lfb.o=;ij~!!t-1!t9"''ffl!~Mfl~tt""-tilie:::Mii,._N'il~ of 

• 

President, think of the future of democracy?" 

We were holding our interview a few days after Hitler's rise to power 

i n Ge.rmany. His answer came, without a moment ' s hesitati on, clear and 

decisive, "Democracy is passing through a crisis, but crisis does not 

mean defeat . Democr acy is safe , Mankind has known monarchi~ and C\A.,/ 

2¥ forms of autocratic government iw cc&licse ane:s. It has 
' 

experie.nced democracy only for a very shor t time. In a sense, 

democracy is only just coming to be , Mankind has nothing to put i n 

i ts place. All dictatorial experiments are impressive but ephemeral. 

It has been tried before . Democracy, however, needs a great moral 

content today. We have been exploiting it exclusively for capitalisti c 

i ndividual.ism and business purposes . " 
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"What is reall.y at the bottom of the world ' s moral contusion? 

What is reall.y wrong vi th our age'l" 

"'lbe vorld is mora~ ill. 'lbe World War was not the cause of 

this moral illness, but only a tragic symptom of it. 'lbe world has 

come to worship the machine and force, wich is an expression of the 

machine. The things which the ma.chine creates are looked upon as the 
11-"r-'7£ I\ 'T1- e ..._ 

highest values of life; and men and nations have rushed in headlong .. 
pursui tt-af~•::!lnu.. Human aspirations are all too frequently only 

the desire to possess some kind of machine, or some machine-made toy. 

'lbe world needs a new mind and a new devotion to spiritual values 

bound up with a realistic program of social progress . " 

Here. Ft utj t Masaryk launched into a criticism of the 

churches for having failed in their spiritual mission th ,. JI t t':e 

wr'tit~r '.thl. s failure , he held, was one of the causes of our spiritual 

chaos. "Churches today are bureaucratic and institutionalized. 'Ibey 

do not go out into the highways and byways of life to reach and mold 

the personal lives of men. 'Ibey have their institutions and their 

f'unctionaries in every town and hamlet 1 n 1l 1 J In many countri es 
I 

they have control of the education of the young, yet they fail to 

inspire the rising generation With enthusiasm for the moral and 

spiritual essentials of civilization." 

'lbere was something of the ancient prophet about this man 

who, in spi te of the burden of more than four score years, was still 

be.sic and indispensable ideals of bmnan1 

his early manhood. 



I was greatly stirred. '!he years whtak zctc ~c tlol1iew vould 

not vindicate his hope that democracy was safe in the world, His own 

beloved country vould, after a second Worl.d War, fall into a ruthless 

communist dictatorship such as he could never have envisioned, and 

this dictatorship woul.d engulf a third of the globe . fut perhaps 

f f.\"'6, r . 
r.Professor Masaryk's outlook had wider :P□ £4 I .L1•es Perhaps he was 

thinking in larger epochs when he said that democracy was passing 

through a crisis . 'lhat crisis is stil.l going on and the final 

outcome is not yet in sight. 

* * * 

With the coming of the Nazis to power the Jevs of the world 

fel.t themselves mortal.ly challenged. 'lhey reacted in many ways . 

~e American League for the Defense of Jewish Rights was 

organize~ May, 19~ to fight the Nazi regime by means of boycott. 

Its President was Samuel Untermeyer, a bril.llant lawyer and lav 

partner of Louis Marshall. I was the Chairman of the Administrative 

Committee, When it was incorporated in November, 1933 its name was 

changed to "'lhe Non-Sectarian .Anti - Nazi League to Champion H~n 

Rights," and its officers were Samuel Untermeyer, President; ~self, 

along with James G, Gerard, Fiorello H. Le.Guardia, Arthur S, Tompkins, 

and Col. 'lheodore Roosevelt, as Vice-Presidents . A notable group of 

Americans JfElrMilll111aiiJ111J 111s111sliJWl-=:a!1Z-l!l!Pffee constituted its Board of Directors. 

r~""•'-< .. 'lhe boycott was widely endorsed as the only weapon against 

" Hitl.erism, short of war. Organized labor, the liberal forces of 

the United States, and outstanding religious leaders ,,.:: .. _11,M,t.i:l:ee~n 

advocated it. 'lhere was, however, considerable opposition to such a 

boycott, even on the :pert of organized Jewish bodies, such as the 
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B'na.1 B'rith, the American Jewish Committe, the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations, and others. Opinions differed she.rpzy as to 

its practicability and its possible repercussions . Parentheticalzy, 

1-! Jewisbzy-controlled department stores in New York City were far 

more reluctant to cooperate with the boycott llllOJ••at-tt than 1rJR non­

Jewish stores. 

While some friends of the boycott movement undoubte~ hoped 

that its economic penalties would contribute to the fa.11. of Hitler, 

the greater number of us looked upon it as an effective weapon of 

protest, as a means of expressing the horror and abhorrence of the 
---- t-., I G 

American people .<1f Nazi persecution and the shameless Nazi propaganaa 
A 

which was beginning to infiltrate our ow cities. 

I addressed many meetings in behalf of the boycott movement. 

Two stand out in my memory--one in December, 1933, in the Chicago 

Stadium, which was attended by some fifteen thousand people. '!he 

meeting was addressed by Dr. Paul Hitchinson, and Dr . Charles Clayton 

Morrison of the Christian Century, 

Comrouni ty Church of New York, Col. 

Dr. John Raynes Holmes of the 
~. ~ 

Raymond Robbins, Solomon o. Levinson, 

and others. A resolution was unanimouszy adopted 8141 th# J a btng "to 

join in the condemnation of the inhuman conduct of the Nazi government 

and to aid and cooperate to remove this vital menace to liberty and 

civilization and to pledge ourselves to refrain from buying or dealing 

in any and all German materials, goods, and products, and. w reruse 

to patronize or ride in Germ.an owned or controlled steamships or other 

means of transportation until the stigma and curse of Naziism ~ VJ,14' 

weeded out of the German govermnent." 
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addressing this boycott rally in Chicago, I stated: 

"Jut why are we so aroused, so deeply stirred? Just 

we so passion ely indignant at what has happened and is h~;,ening 

in Germany? all, we are not unaccustomed to perse tion. Many 

pages 

makes 

are red with the blood of Jewish martyrs . What 
I 

this latest chap er in the story of the age-ol~ persecution of 

dreadi'ul.? Why are we rallying to 

fight against this thing as men fight against death and the plague? 
I 

'!here are other countries in 

as yet enjoy tull equal! ty. 

brethren suffer disabilities 

e world toda;y where the Jews do not 
I 

The e are other, lands in which our 
I 

of on kind of' another. What is the 

difference between them and Germany? 

"'Ihe difference is a very vi t 

especially of Eastern Europe where 

In those countries 

a tull measure of equal! ty, they 

do not, as yet, possess 

of achieving it. 'lhey 

effort and struggle over~ generations they achieved a 

measure of it. fUl that they will a '!here 

is, therefore, in their ituation an upward climb, constant ascent 

which gives hopetulnes and confidence to their st,nq@es and their 

sacrifices . 

rmany the process has been completely r versed, In 

Germany there been a throwback; that which was al.ready 

through bloo and struggle has been again wrested away. 

our peopl through many generations of struggle had reached a 

'lhey succeeded in winning equality and they have us d it 

wor From the days of Moses Mendelssohn to the days of Albe 
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Einstein, they contributed to Germany's cultural, political, social, 

~and econom1c life in fullest measure, In every department of h.\llDlllll 

e eavor, the Jews gave to Germany, and through Germany to th world, 

men f genius, in science, art, literature, in the things the mind 

an.d th spirit--pathfinders, pioneers, men who wrote t classic 

f the new sciences . 

therefore, has happened in Ge 

merely insofar six hundred thousand men, w en, and children of 

because the security, w 

at stake, If Hitler succee 

my mind that he will not succee 

of Jews in the world are 

isn't the slightest doubt in 

as a base for his anti-Semi c campaign throughout the world, then 

Jews are facing an era o dread, uncertaint and conflict all over 

the world, se we want to avert that aJaro1ty that we are 

determined to crus Hitlerism at the outset . I don t want this great 

land of ours, w ch has been our hope and our dream, a it has been 

race but pon a hundred races, this nation into which all 

ured their blood and their dreams--! don ' t want this 

wWl't:h was founded on the principle of the unalienable rights of 

en to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, I don't want this 

land to be sullied, to be dirtied by Naziism and Ilitlerism. " 

" 'Ihe second meeting which I recall vas lAe testimonial dinner 

tendered to William Green, President of the American Federation of 

Iabor, early in 1934 , Mr. Green had given outstanding leadership to 
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the boycott ,..01 a L i n the United States . He saw early and clearly 
lMl ... ~ •T 1/1 ft'.,. Ut{' />,V;> t: ,fL~'-'"V..f t'IV ( i,.s!_ 

the dangereae Nazi assaul.t on organized labor and he was outraged by C--<: 11.. • .,,,.~, '.) 
(t.,._·,, IL~ " ' ~ tvtt-l' ~ 

i'ff t,hat;e. Under his guidance, the .American Federation of Ie.boft Joined 

~ ,man1 mous ;;ti the boycott. 

At this testi.monial dinner I said, among other things: 

"The same bloody hand which laid waste the Jewish community 

also destroyed all the agencies and institutions of mutual help and 

protection which organized labor had established in ~rmany over a 

period of many years, outlawed its unions, scattered its forces, 

imprisoned its leaders, confiscated its funds, and reduced the 

workingmen to a condition of feudal vassalage , 
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~ - ..... _i ~ ... , ,,.,.., ... · ·~--.;. 

After the War I opposed the rearming of Gen:na.ny. Ou If I eb 11, 
/a ,.._, L,~ .... T , ~ ""'"'"' f. .AS A. ~ ,1.. 1"l, 4.e,J'7i '1 o ._., ->(t.'-O rt..- 4 <. _;. > ""- (. p 
l9!iil; lit op site •• 'ibe 'l!el!ll!i;i,e en ''iaa;J.l. We ~ee.!.'!11 Ge,Pl'\'1 ! 11 I sat a. ., 

1 
E'-

. ,,..,,.,..,~..,,,, .. _ _ W h -' t l!"e ~ r-w c. .,.,.,_, .. p "-'IJ 4. ;. t«,1: ... , r rr117r, 1> ._,,., N Jv•, 

~~ - ~~- 1-

,,;; At Potsdam in August, UM5, an agreement was 
reached between Truman, Churchill and Stalin for the complete 
demilitarization of Germany. They agreed that all war potentials 
of Germany should be destroyed--war plants, warships, aircraft 
and arms--so that Germany would never again be able to make war .... .,_ g y 1cis0 _) 

C_S> -
v~s ' 'Wt .... t ft ,<8 and 2 b2Jf y&&P8 81!fh T:aariy the United States 
.Mrleading the world in a determined effort to re-arm Germany.r 

-~ "lroni~J,' enou§t the explanation which"~given ft..1 fl is ahege 
~i1 l:i is exactly 'fie e:f½ia..aa1£uer gave when he persuaded the allies to 
help him re-arJn--namely, the over-riding need to resist Communist 
aggression. M Po allie ~~ 
si4e . a • st a - - ..... _,, e obili g 
eab6 , r r o their erstwhile c~:unon enemy. 

l"Disagreements among the allies following the first World War made 
possible the reconstruction of Germany's military might, the emergency of 
Hitler, and his early diplomatic and annexationist victories. Germany 
!mew how to play off one ally against the other and how to gain advantages 
from each. Hitler knew how to make his brown dictatorship tolerable and 
palatable to the allies by harPing upon the evils and the dangers of the red 
dictatorship. So did Mussolini. As a resul t Europe was turned over as a helpless 
victim to the bestialities of Nazi and Fascist madmen while the democracies 
were paralyzed into inaction by a propaganda which said that all these things 
were necessary--in order to save Europe from a worse fate--from Communist 
domination. But strange to say, when the unbearable tensions and the 
expansionist greed of the Nazi-Fascist adventurers finally brought on the 
Second World War, it was found that the allied democractic nations were at war, 
not with Communist Russia, but with the Nazi and Fascist states, and Communist 
Russia, far from fighting against the democracies, was actually fighting on 
their side. 

~Hstory has often a strange and tragic way of repeating itself. 
As if doomed by some inescapable fate, as if under the compulsion of 
some spell or incantation, the allied nations are today retracing the same 
road which they took after the First World War, step by step. Spurred on 
by the fear of Communist Russiia, real, inflated or imaginary, the democratic 
nations @ IJ,:,g to re-anfi"Germany even before the Germans ~ asked 
for it, even though most German& at :;ell opposed i9 it. 67 d ts !Bed 
ta thr,at ;earmarnent \tf391l 8c&any. 

"The United States, even more than Great Britain--certainly more 



, 

• 

than France -- «s resolved to bring Western Germany within the 
Western European defense system against the Soviet. It~-1,re­
pared to re-arm Germany in the same manner as it r◄;'re-arming 
the member nations of the North Atlantic Pact. ince all German 
plants which before w~r produ arms an 
dest , t'he Unite tes w· 
wit n , ,and th erica 

a:rpnam n t e 1s 
ill supply t allied 

s o stand off a possible 

f ftlt-:S• ""°'- e <11 fl-c-/tlC<:' 4 F-

ions 
e West ... 

ti •~io fl¾ 4 ll.eArt-= p ''I n t as ~,•f\Jn ,.,, I 
iJ'\ the daye folleoi:Ptg t!he fi estt Worm 'PNar, .: hwn, e a1a::aaw 
deterrnia il 111 :1 e~arm, It h•'1ielp us keep the world safe for 
democracy. 11 

In January, 1952 I joined Professors Albert Einstein and 

Stringfellow Barr in sponsoring a Report on Germany which was issued 

by the Faculty- Graduate Committee for Peace at the University of 
G?k 

Chicago> whose conclusions were: 

\ 



of President Roosevelt . What I expressed in my March address repres­

ents a settled conviction. ~ one consideration would have warranted 

a change of attitude, i f the opposition candidate, in this case 

Mr . Willkie, would have been an isolationist, representing a foreign 

policy at sharp variance w1 th the sound and courageous one which 

President Roosevelt has been presenting . In which case, the vital 

interests of civilization, now being threatened, would have outweighed 

any other consideration. Fortunately, Mr. Willkie has expressed 

himself clearly and unequivocably in favor of giving ma.x:i.mum aid, short 

of war, to Great Britain. " 

'!he Republican National Conmiittee made extensive use of my 

statement. That was entirely proper. I was asked to become active 

in the campaign. I declined on the ground that it was an unvarying 

practice of mine not to participate in any political campaign. 

I received a warm note from Mr, Willkie: 

rec.iative of your statement release 

Cleveland Pr ess of Tues August 6, announcing yo suppor1; of my 

candidacy for President of 

"As one 

well as a noted liberal and 

to have your support, 

in my behalf. 

the hearts of men. 

in the country, as 

movement, I am proud 

all you are doing 

Cordially and sincerely, 

Wendell L. Willkie" 
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In 1944, when President Roosevelt ran for a fourth term, I 

ae;ain voted for the Republican candidate, 'lboma.s Dewey. '!his was 

looked upon as heresy and was deepzy resented by many Jews and Zionists . 

'lbere were prominent Zionists, close to the Administration, who felt 

that my Republicanism would prove embarrassing to the Movement in 

Washington. My troubles in the Zionist :&nergency Council in the Rext r<> ... ~011,,,111. 

GP w~,--t. W\ ,)/tO.- '-"~"' I Wei\.~-
.., years, to 1tt t:➔r :w:1 11 refe;p Ja:t;ep SIIJ , snr in the main traceable 

<'oL. T,dL\ t.-•b~,._,._(j'" ·" l 
to this tt;;A :-



r 

of land acquisition, irrigation, afforestation, and sanitation, in 

order to prepare the land for mass immigration. Upon nr:r return to 

the United States, I toured IJl8Dy cities in behalf of the Palestine 

Reconstruction Fund. 

In July, 1920 I attended the World Zionist Conference in 

London. It vas the first meeting of World Zionists since before the 

war. 7 PQ P TI 5P~ I 111 i I Jbsd • d1h°e promises _I 

of the Balfour Declaration loomed large e.:nd hopef'u1 in the dellbera-

tions of this conference . 'llle Supreme Council of the Peace Conference 
Iii P,>~ ~'4>/W'IM V-.,-..~ ('P. l"-i.-~ e,l).;-~t•~•' 

had met in San Remo a few •nteh■ Jd er and had resolved that Palestine O ; -r '" 
I\ 6,~L f"C.;Jl. 

shoul.d be allotted to Great Br1 tain as a mandatory. Sir Herbert 

Sanllel vas already in Palestine as High Comnissioner. 

I recall 4'e great ate 1 t demonstration ,.., I J I ae held in 

Albert Hall on July 12th to celebrate the acceptance by Great Britain 

of the mandate for Palestine. Ten thousand people packed the 1 3 3 A.,-, ,-ro,t.,..,.,... 

and thousands who sought admission were unable to get in. The giants 

of our Movement were on the plat:form--WeJ.&menn> Nordau, Sokol.ow, 

Usshisbkin. So were 13e.lfour, Lord Robert Cecil, Col. Wedgewood, and 

Major Ormsby-Gore. Lord Rothschild presided. 'llle speakers were all 

enthusiastical..cy greeted. Jlpeeches were frequently interrupted 

by loud applause, cheers, ana. cries of ''Hear, hear! " F.ach 

had a notable message and a.ll their messages were inf'Used with high 

hopes for the Jewish National Home, whose career had now begun. It 

was a stirrirg and unforgettable occasion for everyone and especial..cy 

:for me. I was the youngest man on the platform and I spoke for the 

American Zionist Delegation. 'Dlis vu rq first address to an audience 

outside the United States. 'llle response of the audience delighted me. 



I XODCJna 1-efe11e<l bo a, address as "a 
• 

rnegn1 ficent~ £ecoq;iJ 1 ebed ,_ It vu the wrk of 

(I ba11 the ellt,11~ _gf controlling vast 
' .. 

audi-.~11 oy the .,..ll~!Nl"~.J;i;l~.l;Qjllil,Ji...,al1,1i-1;:~W• dx,ret1c ty-'dettly 

~ . • .- ,As: ... _: 
brought ,?x: nii,ao.e a;aniSounci, ~•tii:ac~~led•ll,.,j~la-'~:aL.-­

a mtg Jilllnt' 01gan. "-:J► J._eh CQ:b!1ra111c1e,· ~ 1', ~•"''"-• 

!.:=.-- All this, of course, fed not only my van1 ty but my confidence 

and moral£ 

It was at this London Conference of J t that the Keren Hayesod 

('lhe Palestine Foundation P\md) was established and this led to the 

first serious controversy in Zionist ranks in which I was to take part. 

'lbere bad been, of course, other controversies in -. prewar days 91"-

0 and there would be many more, 1-1111111•11!!••--•<• Our 

ousebold was to resound, from time to time, t he clash of 

slogans and bat tle cries, each c-Je1m1ng 

to have the and only answer to vhat ould be done. But the 

relentless realities o of unforeseen and 

It bad to adjust its 

weather, and wind.a. 

occasions. 

__ often muted some of the 

this man or that party. Fre­

its course in : z J &to?'IJIY seas. 

to time to shifting tides, 

c of its own, and when 

n required, it did not hesitate to 

nts, however drastic they may have been. 

e the necessary 

no ne navigator ~naJJ;y brought our ship sately into po • 



?Tb~a .... oia.11111•14t:&111•1.,.ia•t lilillll?llalleu;u .. e at this Conference w::ae --,rx the nature 

of the newly organized Pal.estine Foundation Fund. Dr. Weizmann and 

his colleagues on the Zionist Executive f avored the inlllediate raising 

of an all-incl.usive f'und of twenty-five million pounds, to be secured 

w1 thin one year, through an extraordinary offering of capital and 

income similar to the Biblical. Tithe. 'lhese f'unds would be contributed 

by the Jewish people; part would be devoted to the acquisition of land, 

to immigration, education, and other social services, and the major 
1,- • • 

part to investments in economic undertakings within ti. ce t y 'lhe 

Fund, in other words, would undertake al.l activities necessary for the 

upbuilding of the Jewish National Home. 

Justice Iouis D. Brandeis and most of his colleagues from the 

United States were oppoeed .,.-the e t I ngl.i ns or;· f'lmie, ,.,: insisted 
I>. k • • A..) ~ , ,J . ~- l 

on~ separation flt investments and donations. 'lhe Keren H.ayesod 
I\ 

shoul.d be devoted exclusively to soc.ial services :l:n D 7 ••lit I and Jal9 tJ • 1. ll(' 
C/1-1'. , A<. 

organizational and poll tical. activities. Jill e for economic under-
~ tl P tt.y ~o.," Cl.1~ C,4 "li-1'~~~ 

takings it f l a U!ce should be raised from private investors. 'lbe ,.., 
economic pJann1ug and developnent of the country shoul.d be vested in 

the hands of a small body of experts. Justice Brandeis also favored 

a more or less decentralized Worl.d Zionist Movement. 

,::. ~,, ~-
agreement wibti ME 2~;11,. 7 1 ~t Wt"i•rnaon 113 request, and in order 

to bring s0111e new forces into the work, he had seen and persuaded 

some leading personalities in British Jewry to assume direct respon. 

sibility for the econom:l.c developnent of Palestine within the Zionist 

M:>vement--Sir Al.tred Mond, James de P.othschild, and Wal.ey-Cohen. 'lhese 

three, together with We1 zmenn, Sokolov, Flexner, and himsel.f., were to 



e ~ ,t1' !(,lit. 
constitute tht. a ?? Execut ive. 

charged, changed his mind. '!he 

S t.J 
:a.it overnight, Weizmenn,A Brandeis 

............. _ 
plan which was agreed upon was 

wrecked. Brandeis felt shocked and let down and he never forgave 

Weizmann. 

The clash between these two men was due oat Jc to a sharp 

ditterence on how to do the up'building work in Palestille. It was due 

also to a conflict of personalities .... Weizmann, as Isaiah Berlin 

described him years later, "was not too tolerant of other leaders .• 

he believed in his own judgment, he was bold and independent, and at 

times deeply disdainful • • • he found it dif:1'1cu.lt to share the 

direction of affairs w1 th others. 11 
( Chaim We:I ZJD!!nn, Athenaeum, 1963, 

p. 41 . ) • Wej zmann shared the weakness of other great men. He was 

intolerant of greatness at bis side. @I) s iesides Brandeis--Herzl, 

Wolfsohn, Nordau, and Sokolow, had also felt the abrasive exclusive-

• • 

ness in leadership of this brilliant man, who vas otherwise so amiable 

to friends and co-worke.rs . 

Justice Brandeis, too, was hard and intlexible once he had 

reached a conclusion. He was not g1 ven to any detours on the road to 

his main objective. Weizmann found Brandeis--as he later described 

him--"a Purl.tan, upright, austere, of a scrupulous and implacable 

logic. 'lhese quail ties sometimes made him hard to work w1 th. 11 

(Chaim Weizmann, "Trial and Error, 11 1950, p. 248. ) Brandeis, a 
0 p s. tlmC 

relative newcomer to the Movement wa, nqt r@tcten!lt• eenaitis ~ 

tJio b tTI 
Ot: , j):! 

sd Ji10B:I tj I 1 4t elille 
P,.N :> 1--c,v,_ ~to ;, 

of the older leaders ·wltltllilt• .. •tlltallhteed 

" to -a:r:s,-~ --men like Ussishkin, Rubbin, 
• 

Jabotinsky. waa lees than circumspect in his treatment • 
f Ff,1c.1,.J /IND Qu.s"' .1,.1 ' 

lie tailed to see that the Movement, after au, had not been organized, 



concluded that the differences between Weizmann and Brandeis could be 

compromised. I was never taken in by the propaganda which went the 
A ~C~7 l'-

roundS aTJ cat 1- fundamental ideological conflict vlB • :I etod between 

their tw concepts of Zionism--between that of Eastern European Jews 

which Dr. Weizmann represented and that of Western European Jews 

which Justice Brandeis represented--the so-called irreconcilable 

struggle between Washington and Pi.nsk. Weizmann's protagonists at 

the time, especia~ wuis Lipsky, made much of it and,..-:' Weizmann, 

1""\.. -e "' " himself, dwelled on it n t.iuie and later, oa f n h1 u 12?4 I ., a 

, 
Ex11/ ?t is true that Dr. We:l.zrnann appealed more effectively to 

the Jews of Eastern Europe and to their descendants in the United 

States. He spoke their language and understood their psychology much 

better than the ''Westerner," Brandea. -:, 
,... ,,,., .... ; "' 

Brandeis was a sound poll ti cal Zionist. His position was that 
/-

now that the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate were established 

facts, the major energies of the !-k>vement should be directed towards 

the economic development of the country 1,1 •■--lli@l,pr.- to prepare it as 

rapidly as possible for a maximum Jewish 1Dllligration. He believed 
k ~; l<.e.l F> • 7 c,., , )' 1o 

rurther tJlat the Jewish people snould be used 11Qi:::m-3i,r-'1IO make 

donations for vital and necessary acti v1 ties, such as immigration, 

education, and health which would yield no financial returns, Z' '=v' 
,fe,,. ,,,. • ,, 

that they should invest capital in the country.-aaa. that these invest-

ments should be treated as investments and not as donations and their 
/-'V-1 fJP•·~ ., • ,r, 
c; n stf on: should be directed by an independent board of experienced 

economists and financiers. 

Before Dr. Weizmann arrived in the United States in April, 1921 

to launch the Keren ~esod, the Executive of the Zionist Organization 



of America approved of a memorandum ·Mel!. :w to be submitted to him 

upon arrival.. It set out the.;viewpoint of the Executive and was to 

serve as a basis for conference and discussions with Dr, Wejzmenn1 

looking towards agreement. Dr. Weizmann chose to regard this 

memorandum as an ul.timatum. 

A public reception and meeting was arranged in his honor and -r L • ,. 't 

those who accompanied him--Professor Al.bert Einatein and M. M. Usshishkin-­

by the Zionist Organization of America at the Metropolitan Opera House 

on the afternoon of April. 10th. A General Conmittee, representative 

of all el.ements of the Jewish comnn1n1ty, was organized. Judge Mack 

invited me to represent the Zionist Organization c£ America .oz 11 t 

OF I accepted tt:s 1 
/!rtJ • a • a and spoke at what was -IIB.-ZtiZt!!!~SIR!lld-

~ r Jr enthusiastic gathering, which was addressed al.so by ,I a Mack, 

Herbert u-brnen, and Louis Marshall. 

During the ensuing week, a number of conferences were held 

between Judge Mack and Dr. Wejzrnenn and their colleagues. With good 

will, c0111110n ground could have been reached. In fact, ..If. We:I zrnenn 
'41¼b 

fina~ agreed that until the nex~ Zionist Congress, the Keren Hayesod. 
~ S~ltfl>AJ ,.. Q.-. P r,._rr •. ~ 

in the United States shoul.d be"exeht81V@l)' 6 a>Detion fund. '.Ille draft 

of an agreement had actua~ been drawn up, but the next morning 

Dr, Weizmann rejected it and proceeded to issue a manifesto announcing 

the establishment of a Keren Hayesod. Bureau in the United States. 
l. 

~ We!zraenn maintained that the _r J draft virtua~ meant the 

control of the Keren Hayesod. by the Zionist Organization of America 

and the actual recognition of the Zionist Organization of America aa 

a body, coordinate with, or even superior to the World Zionist Organiza­

tion. 

'!he tat ~ in the f'irt>i,...,.fat the Annual Convention of the 

Zionist Organization of America it bunt into flames. '!he lonvention 



j,/_ 

become 'the tools for capi tall st e,cplo1 tation in Palestine. ' The 

Soviet government shares this view." 

nus, of course, wss r.onf1rmation of our contention that the 

Crimean scheme was being used by Russian conmn1ni sts as a counterfoil 

to Palestine. 

---
meeting 

I 

I 
July 14th, before my departure for London to attend ~ 

Com:ad +.tee of the World Zionist Organ.izat 

statement: 

"What 18 t.rei:~ u.sly significant is the wledgment 

on the he So the 

project vas --
Palestine and indirectly al.so as 

"The Zionist Organization h 

of evidence concerning the ulterior motf 

protagonists of Russia of the colonizati 

time been in possession 

ctuating the Bolshevist 

refrained from making use of its 

important and necessary relief c:&mJ""1 

the United States in behalf of 

of the implied antagonism t 

eme, but bas consistently 

to hurt the 

launched throughout 

In spite 

on project, 

the Zionists have active cooperated in the relief canpelll, 

throughout the count , but they have at all times regarde with 

misgiving this heqou.u.ng movement fraught with so much uncer 

and danger. 

ave never questioned the sincerity of the leaders of the 

cwv.ioint Distribution Colllllittee, but we hope that they will be 

sed by the startling disclosures contained in Kalenin 's 

statement, and that they will be cautious in embarking further upon 

any extension of their colonization prosram. 



n e XaJen1n atatm 11t; bean out the prediction that the 

JDOYement among the 

baa already taken OD 

statement of K'al.enin, the1 ~!IIIQL 

such aa the Russian 

on the part ot American Jwa before 

ma4e available tor cultivation." -
ibe Soviet govermnent originally intended to use the Cr:lmeen 

colonizations aa a bue tor a territorial center ot the Jf!Wish nation 

• in the Son.et Union. In 1926 the Soviet Executive Council cbangl'ld 
1 C" 

its mind and decided to establish .....-autoD01DOUS Jewish agricultural 

territory in the Siberian fiont.ier at Blro-BldJan. ibis put an end 
• 

to all large scale plans tor Jewish colonization in Crimea. 

Surprisi~, American Jewish philanthropists became excited 

about this project, too. It, too, petered out. 'Dus was also to be 

the fate ot the colonization project in the Dominican Republic in 

1939. Agreements were entered into between a group of Jewiah philan­

thropists in the United States and the goTe.1w-t. or Rafael 'fruJillo. 

'lhe tint thirty-two settlers arrived in May, 19'f(). B.r the end ot 

that year, aoae tvo hundred end ten pencma bad been settled, and that 

vu it! 'lhe Second Worl4 War pract1caJJ7 put a stop to the transport­

ation ot Jewish refugees to the Dcs1.nican Republic, and vhen the var 

vu OYer nobody •"'"" to care Vfflry mach about the project altopther. 
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Judaism tor the next tvo generations . 
. 

ID tact, their contreres in Germny, 

nineteenth century, 

a rather one-sided proc other homeland. 

liberal.ism, 

threat to the Jewish minority of the fast deploying c.-... 

ruggle ot their da:r•/ 'Du.a oversight vas especi~ dangerous in 

a land like Germny, which was on~ Just then recovering, after two 

centuries, from the pbysica1 and spiritual devastations of van ot 

religlon, among a people periodicaJJy ~ by waves of hysterica1 

religiosity, hysterical metaphysics, and byaterica1 politics, vhose 

foremost religious leader in the sixteenth century coul.d induJ ge in 

an anti-Semitism vhich was matched only by the anti-Semitism of the 

foremost political leader of Germny in the twentieth century-. 

'lhese early Reto:nners were thinking of progress, as most men 

ot their day did, in terms ot an unbroken arch forward, in te.?'118 

borrowed trail the progress of things scientific. !there were ample 

warnings all around them, portents which less romantic eyes did 

appraise more real.istic•JJy--signs ot an irreconcilable opposition, 

an indurate racial, cultural, economic, and rellglous hostility which 

had 110t and would not accept 



the humanistic and democratic synthesis which a revolutionary middle­

class capitali sm had popularized in the nineteenth century, and which 

was destined sooner or later to disintegrate . 

Dr. Isaac M. Wise entertained this same premature confidence 

that manld l"ld was rapidly approaching the era of a universal faith and 

a universal republic, He declared in 1875: 

"Before our very eyes, the world moves onward into the golden 

age of redeemed humanity and the fraternal union of nations, as our 

prophets thousands of years ago have predicted. We are fast approach­

ing the universal democratic republic with civil and religious liberty, 

cemented by the world ' s advanced intelligence. 'lhis century settles 

old accounts. It is progressive . " The following year he declared: 

11'lhe Jews do not think of going back to Palestine among Bedouins and 

sandy deserts, and the nations in power do not want them to go there, 

No European country today would give permission to the Jews to emigrate 

with their wealth or even without it . • • It is all dream and 

fantasy. '!he world goes not backward, its march is onward, and this 

will expunge the ol.d race prejudices as wel.l. as the religious 

superstitutions of the races, • • • 
II 

And so, when Dr, Wise and his colleagues came to formulate a 

Declaration of Principl.es for Reform Judaism, as they did in 1885 in 

Pittsburgh, they stated: 

''We recognize, in the modern era of universal cul.ture of 

heart and intellect, the approaching of the realization of Israel. 's 

great Messianic hope for the establishment of the kingdom of truth, 

justice, and peace among al.l. men. We consider ourselves no l.onger a 

nation, but a religious CODlffllD1 ty, and therefore expect neither a 

1 V 
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On ~md~, .Jam,aey 24, 1943, 'lhe Temple celebrated my tventy­

fiftb year as its Rabbi. The guest apeaker was Dr. Cba1rn Weizmann, 

president ot the World Zionist •Organization. In tbe course ot his 

address, he said: 

"I do believe that Rabbi Silver is destined to perform things 
which will transcend tbe tr.amework of even a great cOJIIIIUDi ty 
like you.rs. Very otten, I ,collf'eaa it to you, I had it in mind 
to exercise the authority and power which was given to me by 
my conati tuenta in dratting away Rabbi Silver, at least for a 
short time, and :Loading upon him the ~t and difficult tasks 
of service to tbe national ideal at this very critical time. 11 

It vaa not long betore the drafi came and I responded to the 

BUDIIIOns. 'lhe next ten years proved to be tbe moat exciting and 

rewarding years of my life. 

- - - - - - -- - -

~ Zionist career~.-.,u --➔, began m c J •• llet'nO?r.ea-.-111 

1 ~. w lae e:act, ,, I was t1a •• a lad of eleven. At tbe suggestion of 

my father, I organized, together with my brother ~-11, tbe first 

junior Zionist Club in the United States. We named it the Dr. Herzl 

Zion Club, atter tbe illustrious founder of political Zionism wbo had 

died that year. 

When Dr. Herzl died, my father, wbo loved Zion with a passion­

ate love, said to us with tears in his eyes, "A prince and a leader 

baa this~ fallen in Israel." A fev ~a later be took us to a 
r 
,pw.t memorial service which was held in one of the large synagogues 

on the Lower F.aat Side of Bev York, where men and vomen wept bitter~ 

as if for a lost son. '!hey wept tor an uncrowned king, who, in a ff!IV 

brief yee.ra, bad kindled the hopes of a h0111Cleaa people and, by the 

magl.c of his personal! ty, had stirred their Meaaianic dream• ot 
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the Hebrew language was, of course, a by-product of m.y childh00<1 

training and m.y home environment. In later years I came to understand 

bow vital the cultivation of Hebrew was for the preservation of Jewish 

life. tJ C> St:..,, t H 

D. f> t'\:. c, r ll- ' ~ 4:;; 

J.S.. 1 t. (I. . 7 ii. le. 
/-le 1>1te.., 

~- nA1 wnc:-
I\ 

, 

.._ un\""'V •• \ T'/ L V~ ~ 1..u ,v.,_ V-' ti. t.:.r. 

~ iJ 12 \'.c !A/ "''{ < I..S, 

, b.l J O r l..1;; r~ 

fflCL .. 1 t CCCL ,a p, .C dO-( 11it:rv f;, ( , ~~ r{-"11./c; 

h(G I ,,-1 
t.. /1. l' , -

• .,... ,-. r , .-1ft ,, :1eit 1~ 1 /1\ h,.. n. r1 .i ~ , 
I was ordained in 1915 and I was called to m.y f irst pulpit in 

Wheeling, West Virginia. 'lbe coanmn1ty was relatively old, as Jewish 

coDlllllDities in the Ohio Valley go, and was thoroughly Ame.ricanized. 

Almost everyone belonged to the Temple and attendance at worship on 

Friday evenings was relatively better than that of their descendants 

in later times. 'lbeir loyal.ty to Judaism was greater than their 

knowledge of it. Religious education in the Sunday School was 

rudimentary w1 th untrained volunteer teachers and inadequate religious 

text-books. att much of the life of the <-nnmm1 ty centered in the 

Temple. 

I served as Rabbi in Wheeling f or two years, during which time 

I learned much about the nature and problems of a small Jewiab cODIIIUD1.ty 

in the Middle West. Jewish life here was far more peripheral, much 

less rich
1 
than the more intensive Jewish life which I knew in the East. 

As a Rabbi, I came close to the people whom I saw, perhapa for the 

first time, as individual human beings in the setting of their evel)'-aa;y 

llves--not merely aa a group abstraction. I tow:id great warmth and 

helpfulness and to this day I cherish m.y pleasant memories ot th•• 
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Some years later I returned to Wheeling to marry Virginia Horkheimer, 

who has shared my life and graced and guided it ever s.ince. 

I was ca.l.led to the pul.pit of 1'be Temple in Cleveland in 1917 

and I have remined there ever since. Cleveland had a Jewish popul.ation 

of ~000. Already in those years the Temple was an important and 

influential congregation. ~ predecessor, Moses J. Gries, was a man 

of dedication and of high personal integrity, but ultra-reform in his 

interpretation of Judaism. In late.r years I was to re-introduce many 

elements of r1 tual and cereiooey which he had discarded--the Friday 

evening and Saturday morning services to supplement the Sunday morning 

lecture-service, as well as the teaching of Hebrew in the Sunday School 

and on week-day afternoons. Rabbi Gries was anti-Zionist and so 

presumably were the maJori ty of the members ,,,er t ;• JP But my 

"reforms" and my Zionism, which soon made themselves manifest, did not 

encounter any marked resistance. Perhaps my youth and the reception 

which the entire coDIIIWli ty gave to my preaching, helped me. 1'he Temple 

a1ways a.l.loved me a free pu1pi t. Occasionally I found myself under the 

necessity of advocating a social, econom1cal or politica1 cause which 

was unpopul.ar or distasteful to some or to many in the congregation, 

but no effort was ever me.de to restrain me. 

When in later years I had to absent myself for long periods of 

time in connection with my Zionist activities throughout the country, 

or over-seas, the Temple people were extremely patient with me. On my 

seventieth birthday I told my congregation it has been good to grow old 

among people whom one loved.~ 

Our two sons, Daniel Jerem,y and Raphael Da.vid, were born in 

Cleveland. Daniel Jerf!!llly is now Rabbi 0£ '!he Temple, Raphael Da.vid, 
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var. Those were the days of the Red Scare and the Palmer t'81ds. 

Clevel.am too was in the grip of this hyste.ria, On May 1, 1919, a 

parade of socialists and sympathizers was broken up in a bloody riot, 

The next day two socialist centers were attacked by mobs, ransacked 

and their occupants beaten up. 

Free speech was muzzled in our city. Under the auspices of 

the City Club, the one liberal body in Cleveland which bad kept f aith 

with true Americanislll, I addressed open-air l!leetings in the Cleveland 

Public Square and elsevherP-,4- tt •• I called upon our fellow­

citizens to return to democratic sanity and to safe-guard the 

traditional values of our tree American society. I helped to 

organize a group of Cleveland men pledged to law., order and tree 

speech • .: ,. I 
/ 

In 1927., the National Society of Scabbard and Blade. ._ } 
e 

t)(t.<1\ 
1 

Reserve Officers TraiDi:ng Corps., the Key Men of America., and similar 

organizations issued a Black Li.st of fifty-six "dangerous un-American 

personages who were working to undermine the government by their 

' 

"•"'•Rvi> I. 7. .., «! "'" , , ._¥.,,,ti',, N Th.~ 
COUID!JD1 stic tendencies". I was •d1stingw..shed list. It contained 

"' 
such names as Jane Adams> William E. Borah, Robert M. Le.Follette, 

J obn Dewey., and Sherwood F.ddy. n P,, , • "7"l) 

w < r, , .J ~.\ti 
I was not troubled by this blacklisting but I was troubled by 

the growing intolerance in the nation as was evidenced by the large 

number of these self-constituted so-called patriotic bodies which were 

growing up like weeds on the American soil, Anyone who was a ilberal, 

an en~ of child-labor., a defender of the rights of the Negro, an 

advocate of the World Court, a pacifist, or aeyone who favored the 

recognition of Russia, was automatically black] 1 'lted, tater on I waa 

to be blackJ:t ated also by the Daughters of the .American Revolution. 

w 
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To return to Cleveland anJ my ministry at the Temple. 

In 1924 we moved into our new Temple in University Circle. It 
' ,, . 

is a beautiM structure of a modified Byzantine style. It has been .. ,.. 
described as "a building vhich is not o~ arch1 tecturally satisfying, 

but vhich expresses in 1 tself the deeply religious spirit and the 

essential unity of the Jewish faith." ('Ille Architectural Forum, 

No. 1925.) 

I have always had strong reservations on the trends in 

contemporary church architecture. The church has lived with many 

types of architecture in JIIUl¥ parts of the world, types vhich it 

created, borrowed or embellished. 'lbe test of an effective church 

style is neither its antiquity nor its modernity. A:rq building 

which is conducive to pxeyer aJJd. meditation, vhich fosters in man a 

mood of humble quietude and reverence, and which gives him sanctuary 

from the clamor of the market place and the drabness of the co111110nplace 

is, from the point of view of the mission of the church and synagogue, 

good architecture. It may be old in design or it may be new, or it 

may be a blending of the two--it matters not, provided the spirit of 

man finds shel.ter in it and is moved by its beauty and harmony and the 

memories which 1 t arouses to dwell on the mystery of life and the 

eternal ways of God. 

A church design which is merely untraditional, which deliber­

ately startles by its feats of novel.ty, which embodies abstractions 

in constant need of cOJ11Dentary, or which attempts to make the religious 

edifice "functional" in the IDE"chan1 ~al sense of the term, aligning it 

r. • i I NC.'(. with the nigh universal trend toward luctm in our industrial. 

society, misses, I am afraid, the unique and redemptive contribution 
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My pli losopby of J\¥laism as a religious J-urnen1 '1!11 a.. led me 

to the conviction that the organized religious community, as such, 

should enter the arena of social and political life and work for the 

building of the good society. 
,tJ"t:(t 

'lhe fl:r1:t aa•t service which the church and the synagogue 

must render the cause of &ocial justice is to galvanize, by educatl.on 

and inspiration, the will of' men &o that they will seek justice and 

pursue it. 

But they should not remain content to speak of social justice 
,. , -

in the abstract. i1N3 •• rot an academy for social sciences. 'lhey 
• ,. ..... ,(1 

are a dynamic agency for social recon&truction. 'lhey must enter the 
I 

arena of life and do valiant battle for its sanctities. 

Organized religion cannot, of course, align itself with a 

propae;anda for one specific economic system against another. It must 

not involve itself in economic dogmatism. To do so would be to suffer 

a severe loss in spiritual prestige and authority. It vould be 

compelled either to champion an existing order in spite of its sundry 
• 

and inevitable flavs, or a nev order, which might fail .;:. fr to 

approximate the virtues claimed for it. 'lhe organized religious 

fellowship is not concerned with systems, but with the safeguarding 

of principles which each age must be challenged to work into such a 

system as will best meet its requirements. Whether it be capitalism, 

socialism or connnm1 sm, there are basic principles of justice at stake 

in each, and organized religion must under all conditions reme.1.n free 

to defend these ideals for vbich no system bolds adequate guarantees. 

A minister is, of course, never entirel.¥ free in bis profession. 

No one working in and through an institution is entire~ tree. One 
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c8DDOt expect to have the perfect freedom and independence, es;;, of a 

prophet, and still be the endowed and accredited spokesman of an 

organized group. In a minister of smell integrity, this makes for a 

measure of insincerity. ait in most cases it serves to increase the 

minister ' s patience without dec.reasing his courage or his dedication. 

1:his conviction..-o~DS.•rec as to the role of organized religion 
,-

in modern society gu:I.GIIM'l...ae...tlar<>U@:b-the ,em& be41h it1 my pulpit and ,tn. 

my active participation in the social movements of the day. 

'nlus, in.~ clN-lt da.y,a ot tlae. eooroe1 'l- ciaPN••ion, when so 

many of ourJeJJow rzauons were job-ress and their £•1l1ea ,in dire 

want, I s}.Soke ap tt:me ,end age111 011 the social menace of unemplo)']Qent. 

By 1927 the unemployment situation had become extremely 

serious in Cleveland, as indeed it had become all over the country. 

I urged our city government to undertake iJ1111ediate large-scale 

construction projects as a means of bringing relief to the unemployed 

and adequate local, state; ~ federal relief'. ~. -f It was at this time that I began my campaigp for unemployment 
f 

insurance which was to continue for al.most a decade wi:1;11 bbc 8betbc ef 

0Mb L $ 11 tt. 

Unemployment was forcing thousands to the doors of chart table 

institutions and nothing is more degrading and desolating. 'lbis '­

social pauperization of the manhood and womanhood of our land was a 

blot on the honor of the fairest and richest country in the world. 

Unemployment, I 'Was convinced, vas not an insolubl e problem. 

Periodic fluctuations of prosperity and. depression were not inevitable. 

'!he business cycle coul.d, to a large extent, be controlled. If the 
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Collml.ssion Bi~ 'lhws, seyen years of Ul)t'J •ge;f 11g l.e'bor and devotion 

to '1181t<e final:1¥' exowu&f ii th success. 

'Dlrough the years before its enactment into law, the Ohio Plan 

was discussed in many states of the Union and stimu.lated action in 

many of them. It was, in a way, the forerunner of unemployment 

insurance in the United States. 

Farly in 1954 I was invited by the Senate Committee on Labor 

and Public Wei.rare to testify on Bill s-692 which had been introduced ? 

the previous year--a bill to prohibit discrimination in employment 

because of race, color, religion, national. origin, and ancestry. I 

intended to attend the hearings on January 19th but because they were 

postponed to March I did not attend in person, but I sent a statement 

which was requested to be incorporated in the record of the hearings. 

In this statement I declared: 

''We have prided ourselves on our doctrine of "tree enterprise." 

How much free enterprise is there for an American citizen of dark 

color--or of m:l.nori ty religions--if his advancement is restricted, 

or made impossible by his race or creed? Is it not fair to s~ that 

individual enterprise can only be mde trul.y free when every man's 

achievement is llm:1.ted only by his own ability and merit? ••• 

''What cannot be measured is th~ unmeasurable hope and sense 

of status that the mere passage of such legislation brings to millions 

of our fellow Americans. . . . , 

"A second potential boon of FEPC is the strengthening of our 

unity as a people. It is of the essence of Americanism that we are 

unatrai.d of frank controversy on all manner of social, economic, and 

poll tical questions. But there is a type oi' controversy that is 

, 
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~.t-ruitless and destructive--the controversy that pits race 88ainst 
• 

race e.nd religion 88a1nst religion in matters of earning a 11 vellhood. 

'!he real issues e.nd problems confronting us are so grave that we dare 

not squander our strength on such disputes. In the last analysis 

the.re are only two ways to answer the increasingly articulate <:!emend 

for full rights by racial and minority groups : there is the way of 

segregation and oppression and there is the way of equality of 

opportunity. '!he first is a direction which leads to conflict and 

~olence. 1:he second l.eads to harmony and a united people. It is my 

belief that FEP l.eg1.alation represents a significant step in this 

second, constructive direction. 

111:he third major basis tor urging enactment of the legislation 

before you is the contribution wbich it can make to strengthen our 

poll tical and moral leadersbiy on the internatiaie.l scene._ -::-

"Such leadership do/s· not derive from industrial and mill tary 
/ 

might alone, vital as these are. It stems from faith which the world 

has in the integrity o/ our ideals e.nd our devotion to the principles 

of human equality. We have heard much discussion concerning the 

value of the voye of .America; I am conf"i~ent that with enactment 

of a federal FEP measure, the true voice of Axnerica will speak with 

an autbori ty' and persuasiveness no broadcast or series of broadcasts 

can hope to achieve. 

/.'We can no longer afford the luxury of ambi 

subject of intergroup relations. It is far too .Late to 

words, "A.U. men are created equal," and to sanction deeds o inequality. 

We cannot hope to win the cooperation of peoples vho are toa~ 

off the last shackles of inequall ty abroad if ve tolerate this s of 
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,,, , 
.,. / _.,L_ 

thing Jt'home. We,,-ca.n, t?tbe enactmenyr- 1''.t!it', 

/ / W II ga-p between vhat ve profess and at we practice. 

help~se the 

---
From time to time I fel.t impelled to speak out in labor-1. 

rneoagPment disputes. Cleveland was then, as it is t~, an important 
I 

iodustrial cC">umm1ty. An orpn1zed NJ;eq)t was Jlllde at. teet ttaa to 
J 

crush labor UDionism. St1Nke1 OIQ!i_ 249koute weillle the wdet et'-11lte-day. 
·,. 111 I ,.. 

At the close of the
1 
var there was severe unemployment in the city and 

this situation was seized upon to undermine the organized labor 

movemeot. A leader in the campe.ign was the Cleveland Chamber of 
,..,. ,. r ·r I 

Coumerce whose president WM President Wilson's Secretary of War, 

Newton D. Baker. In protest I resigned from the Chamber of Consnerce. 

The correspondence between Mr. Baker and IIIJ'Belf was given vide 

publlci ty in the local press. tabor leaders assured me that i t 

greatly strengthened their position. 

In September, 1930 I found myself again involved in a 

labor-JDRnagP111ent dispute in which Justice was on the side of labor. 

The H6tel Managers of ClevelaDd broke a seventeen year old ag,:eement 

vi th the Cooks ', Wai tresses ', and Waiters ' Union and the latter had 

to resort to a strike in order to protect their right of collective 

bargaining. r. f't ' At .. 

'1'-e: I I -.Ml was clearly part of a UD1 ted effort instigated 
- • <. 

(' • ,-.fl.,< ,. • " l "'-

and directed by poverf'ul. interests who Yere feet uto1R1as • stmngte-
1 I . r, 

• holA .GD Ci.1• Jard to destroy UDionism iA-a perioa oe 1rtv,st ecnnomic 

I'~ 'F Q, 

I, pm)1 p)a• er1 t• e,a,a. .. a:i:.ea•~•• lDClef e11sible the •1 

in~n•1&Hle wttl tiide wblaa •••• Aoteie bi4 taken In r:IU81ng ell 

foam ef as:bt~r.-M:en, 'lhrougb the years I vu called in on several 

occasions to arbitrate labor-management disputes and to settle strikes. 

Years later, in 1958, the issue of the Union Sbop vu ap1n 

. " 
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revived. A "Right to Work" constitutional amendment was presented to 

the voters of the State of Ohio. On that occasion I issued the 

following statement, which was widely used by the Ohio Federation of 

I.e.bor to defeat the &ml/'ndment: 

''Every man in a tree society should have the rigbt to vork. 

1".t every man, once he finds employment, also has the moral duty to 

join an organization of fellow vorkers which achieves for him, through 

its organized efforts, the favorable conditions he enjoys in his 

employment and affords him protection for the future. Everyone is 

morally obligated to share in the responsibilities if they wish to 

avail themselves of the rewards ot collective effort. The theoretic 

"Right to Work" which no one questions is qualified by man's moral 

responsibility to assume the obligations which assure him the very 

things wich he seeks in his employment. 

"It has been m,y conviction for many years that no free 

society and no tree economy can long endure in the modern world 

without a strong organization ot its working people. A strong labor 

movement not only protects workers against exploitation but, at the 

same time, will save capi taliSJD and free enterprise from those very 

abuses which ultimately destroy it." 

Tbe amendment was decisively defeated. 
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art and in literature. But it is 

and leadership. It is cert ainly 

few liberal magazines, o 

-haV'e lived by. ~ ~ ¼.. 

- 2 -

nd undirected. It lacks program 

aggress.ve. At best it rallies around a 

school of social work, or a few outstanding 

e untired and undaunted liberals of all times 

We believe in Man, in his slow, ascendent progress, in the autonomy 

of his spirit and in the primacy of his claims over the claims of all forms of 

human organization. 

We believe in freedom -- the fullest measure of freedom compatible with 

the fullest measure of responsibility. 

We believe in authority - - but only in authority sanctioned by reason 

and consent. 

We believe that the only tools of social progress are education, experi­

mentation and cooperation. 

We believe that to be well-governed is not as important as to be self­

governed; that values bestowed are not as desirable as values achieved. Hence, 

we reject all manner of milleniums proffered to us at the spear-point of 

dictatorship. 

We believe that all truth is made manifest through the contact and clash 

of diverse opinions and that the very motive power of progress is the free 

exchange of ideas and the exercised privilege of non-conformity. 

We believe in tolerance but not in indifference, in enthusiasm but not 

in fanaticism, in convictions but not in obsessions, in independence but not 

in isolation, in conflict but not in hate. 



J_ 
~ ;- . 
In the year tha~ I cWtte=te=Ellio o eland, 1917, the Communist Revolution took -

place in Russia. 'Oa·0118ho11t-the aucceechng yeafs of strugwe between what has come 

to be !mown as the East and the Weat, I had to define my own position toward ecnrmull.ism 

in.its.manifuld manifestattons.- No religious leader could or would wish to by-pass 

this major challenge of the twentieth century. The pulpit would have relegated itself 

to irrelevancy tit ~e Mnd@r vroild if it had failed to give men guidance on this powerful 

new phenomenon which was shaking the very foundations of our society. Religion 

could not ignore it--for it was attacking all religion. Democracy and liberalism 

could not ignore it, for it was destroying them both wherever it could. It would 

have been a simple matter to engage in wholesale condemnation and so find oneself 

praised and applauded. But there were factors in the Commuaist revolution which 

Q.. 
tJie. religious leader was obligated to consider, and spiritual elements which he 

could not ignore, As bet\yeen the East and the West it was not altogether a case 

of black or white--the perfectly good system a~st the utterly evil one. 

In 1917, wheB J!2yhevi~fir_st swept jntp power-iii:WS ia, I delivered a .. -
sermon at The Temple on "..._B>lshevism--How to Meet It". My central thought was 

"Kill Bolshevism with justice, kill it with love", That was very naive, quite as 

naive as were the teachings of e founders of our faith when they confronted the 

evils of their own day. Since then I ha visited Russia three times, in 1926, 1935 and 

1961. I have spoken often in and out ofmy pulp,1N:m what our attitude towards the 
\ •IC> 

Soviet Union should be. 0 f o ~ ,.. f ~ ~""J" r, tJ 

" I • -' ,1 I) , . -:I I , t- t c.. •• 

LA,1- •rt,,-_. 
I. '( tJ "" l "I ',.( . ,Z I!,~ .J -e, r, 

~ ,, , " • c i.- ' r 
' I am convinced that we must learn to live on the same e with the Soviet 

people and they wtth us. The Russians have adopted a way of life which is theirs. 

I would not choose it for myself or for America. It has stark and basic defects 
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which we cannot ignore, and it has certain merits which we should not under­

estimate. But their way of life is theirs, and whatever i s wrong with it they them­

selves will have to correct in the future. Neither they nor we are always in the 

right. There is much, iD roy lmroble jQdgJPcQt, ~&teach can learn from the other, 

thoo&h neither at tl, , 1uGtftettL scm:s to be hiclmed to ae)m.,,..,.lodge it. NfUther 

system has e-aid tbe last wotd. BoU1 have undezgoue changes Jn the past, and nn-

doubtedly will do so in--it:hme~:tbt\tttua-1~·-ee:· .;-itllnti!ef"'eij!xfxfige~ni1ci!tl!'es-s-io:rlfl-lllitt.fenmrtaa:yv-tbn1:-ttnngg-1t:1~1tEe11111"'1•"'"u.l"oa.swer 

The leaders of both Cuw,cu to reduce tens· of the 

worli:I p.fe wai~r signs of a n 

/ v I 



Kremlin and the White ouse. The old is leading us nowhere, only from 

or in ideas . 

. Let us not be afraid to trade with each other in. goods 
/ 

compete in only one way - - whic system can do more 

/ 
' 

/ Cert ·nly there are great difteren)7s between thei r system and our 

syJm, but these • erences cannot be resolved by the sword/The problem 

before the world today is not which system is the better , but how the two 

can keep from destroying each other -- and mankind. Both are strongly en­

trenched and sufficiently powerful that one cannot destroy the other without 

destroying itself. The question is then not which will bury the other, but 

whether a war, once unleased between the East and the West will not bury 

them both. 

"The only alternative to annihilationist war is mutual accommodation. 

Many of the differences between us will have to be left to the solvent of time. 

The two systems will certainly persist concurrently for a long time. This 

should be accepted as an axiom by this generation and the next, and the next. 

Neither the communists nor we are getting off the globe. We must all, 

therefore, make every effort to free ourselves from the emotional climate 

of the cold war. This, of course, applies also to the communists , for the cold 

war cannot be ended unilaterally. As a people, we should learn to live 

more wisely and less excitedly, and to act more circumspectly and cooperatively 

in world affairs , exploring every avenue of possible agreement and bearing 

in mind that we can never have it all our own way. As a rule, it is better to 
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study our adversary -- at times even to learn :Crom him -- than to abuse him. 

We should go about our national business without emotional tautness , certainly 

without self-rigliteousness, in the full knowledge that while the worst can 

happen, in all likelihood it will not; doing what we feel we ought to do at the 

behest of our own national traditions and principles , helping where we can, 

seeking no political compensation in return, craving no praise and deterred 

by no thr~ ts, looking first to the soundness and justice o:C our own economy 

and the well- being of our people. No one will rob us of our chosen way of life, 

nor will time rust our spiritual treasures, if we cherish them lovingly. " 

1 was, of course, ·q· d el•/ critici~ed a,n,Q atta eked4or the position which -
T,took 
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I favored our recognition of Red China, and was opposed to our 

military in.t'erv,e'ntion in Korea. In an address titled, LIA Let11tr to Mr. Truman", 

/ 
which I delivered in the Temple pulpit on December 17, 1950, I said: 

"In his address to the country the other 
President Truman summoned the American ople 
and self- sacrifice because of the grave ger in which our 
country finds itself. "Those .of us w work for the govern­
~nt", lie stated, "will do our b , but the outcome depends , 
as i.._t has always depended, e spirit and energy of our 
people '-'-:,.... 

"In my h_ .. v j'ltNlo4U:nent there has been very little 
wrong with the irit and energ the American people. 
They did no ail, either in unity or in ---~spirit of sacrifice , 
either in e first World War or in the secon orld War. 
What er was asked of them they performed, com)il,lltently 
an atriotically. They gave their sons to the war, a 

eir daughters -- as many as the government demande . 
On the battlefields our fighting men 

- -------------"",,-



gave an excellent account of the:.iS€:lves, and withdrew from no sacrifice in 
life or blood. • Our shops, our mines, our mills ' were adequately manned. 
'Whatever taxes our government imposed upon our people they paid. Whatever 
re rictions and rationings were i.~posed upon them were complied with. There 
n er was and thereis not now any reason to doubt tbe loyalty, tbe patriotism 

tbe readiness to sacrifice on the part of tbe .American people in defense 
of heir country or their freedom. I doubt whether the proclamation of a 
sta of national emergency was really required to make the American people 
awe.re of how serious the present situation is. 

1 Tb\_ American people i s not illiterate . They read their newspapers, 
they 11aten to tbeir radio, thay know what i s going on in Korea; they k w 
what is going on in the United Hations. Their sons are even at this ment 
fighting ~ some of thetn dying in Korea. 

·, But t he:v-, the A:nerican people, do not make our foreign policy. 
did not send our annies unprepared into Korea. They were not COq!J\lu. 

as to whether we should go into Korea. According to our Consti ti.on, 
Congress, and Col!lgress alone, bas the po·wer to declare war an make peace. 
The Congress of the United States was not consulted about se ng our 
troops into Korea . President Truman alone decided this gr e issue by the 
simple device of calling this intervention not a war, but police action. 
This police action bas already cost our people 40,000 ca alties. 

11 Our allies likewise were not consulted. In bis s~ ch last Friday 
evening, the President said that ue must work with a nse of real 
partnership and common ~se with the other free tions who need our 
help as we need tbeirs. Th~e partners were igno d wben President Truman 
ordered our troops into Korea. The question is by'? 

11 The United Nations, too, 'wl!ll:'e not consulte . It is the prime 
responsibility of tbe United Na ons, not of he United States, to resist 
asgression in the worl.d. It was nl.y a:fte s-!dent Truman launched our 
military effort in Korea that the ted ... ates asked for the approval. of 
the United Nations . This is not th p edure outlined in the Charter of 
tbe United Nayfons. 

II Wey did not our government wait clear directives from the United 
Nations in the matter of Korea? not our goverme nt ascertain 
before we moved in who else was oing al and to what extent and with 
bow many troups? Why did we t learn of he widespread reluctance of tbe 
other free nations of the w, d to become i volved in Korea, as was later 
evidenced by the rather s and purel.y toke participation on the part 
of only a few of t hese ions? 'Why did "''e t learn about this wide-
spread reluctance bef we committed ourselve to what bas proved to be 
one of the most cost and disastrous enterpris in all tbe military 
history of the Uni d States? Why'? 

,, The strong su-f:micion entertained by many Ame cans that the Korean 
move was inspi d by domestic political. considerat ons connected with an 
approaching ..,...... ..... election has not been satisfactorf y resolved. The 
administrat on had for some time, prior to l.ast J been attacked and 
badgered, especially by the Republican opposition, th charges of 
Comni sympathies, with responsibility for the vi ory of the Corram11'\-

ists China and the defeat of Cbiang-Kai- Sbek, and th widespread 
infi tration of Communists in the State Department an other government 
departments. For weeks on end, before the Tydings Comi»1 +;tee of the 
S.nate, wild charges -were made by irresponsible political. gentry and by 



publicity seekers of the type of Senator 1-!cCarthy: The administration 
found itself on the defensive, with an important Congressional lection 
approaching. The invasion of South Korea by the North Koreans ast June 

fered a tempting opportunity to demonstrate to the country at the 
.uw::~stration was all-out anti-Co!:ll!IUnist, and that it walVl:-eady to 

strik t Communism wherever it raised its ugly head. must have been 
assumed t :t the undertak1Il8 would be in the nature o a small-scale 
police e.ctio , that it would be brief and not too stly, and that the 
North Koreans wo d take to their heels as soon they saw the American 
soldiers comill6. ~ident Truman also dispat ed the Seventh Fleet to 
patrol the Strait of Formosa to see to it t the Chinese Communists did 
not take over Formosa, thereby interveni not alone in Korea, vhere a 
clear case of aggression co~ be esta ished against the North Koreans, 
but also in the Chinese civil va.r, where the victorious Chinese regime bad 
already been recognized by Great ~titain, India and other countries. 
A1ong 'With the intervention in--Cbirta, we also promised to send aid to the 
French in Indo- Ch1na where tlley wer~fi5ing to preserve French imperial 
interests in that count . The adl!linist ion reversed its fo:nner line 
and permitted itself be svayed by domest c political considerations 
and to be intimiW:V""d by the rantings of ex- Communists, ex-isolationists, 
pro-Fascists, cranks of all kinds, and maneuvered_ itself and the 
American peo into the disastrous Korean adventure .. :': . 

11 There always the tendency on the part of our political and mil1 taey 
leaders, en their policies or their actions result in fail.ure, to shift 
respo billty from their ow shoulders to those of the American R_eople. 
So ow it is always the American people who are responsible for all. that 
g s wrong. 

11 It is proper to alert the American people today to the grave da~ers 
in which t hey find themselves, as the President has done, but more is 
needed to meet the dire emergency -- much more . In the first place, there 
must be self-examination at the top level. A sense of omniscience is not 
conducive to sound government, nor is impatience and irritability 'With 
suggestions and criticism, and narrow partisanship and a desire to make 
political capital out of grave international situations. 

,, There is in my judgment need for a re-eY.amination of our entire 
foreign policy which has been going from bad to worse ever since President 
Truman, on his own responsibility, announced the so-called Truman L\::>ctrine 
and pledged our country to resist Communism all over the world, a commit­
ment on which we are simply not able to make good and one which our allies 
are urnrilling to back up. A re-examination of our entire foreign policy 
is called for ..... 

,, These are some of the things about which I should like to write to 
Mr. Truman. I should also like to draw his attention to some \IOrds 
which he himself uttered the other evening, and 6'.18Sest that in those 
words, lies the right direction of statesmanship in these dire days. He 
said, "There is no conflict between the legitimate interests of the free 
world and those of the Soviet Union that c~t be settled by peaceful 
means, and we will continue to take every hor.orable step we can to a.void 
a general war." This is quite differenct from the dogmatism, the rantings 
and the war-mongering of so many other, which are co frequently beard 
these days. 

,. stal.in, too, has declared more than once that the communist world and 
the capitalist world could live side by side in ODe world. Truman does not 
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trust Stalin. Stalin docs not trust Truman. Hence the impasse . It is 
clear that only in the di1·ecti on of courageous and continuous exploration 
o{ every avenue !or reachin g understandings , if only piece-meal , only 
in the direction of negotiation, earnestly sought and welcomed, lies the 
hope of the world. Negotiation is not appeasement. Let not the American 
people be persuaded into closing their minds at the sound of the word 
appeasement. It is today a tabu device to paralyze thought and wise 
diplomatic action. There should be urgent and continuous exploration of 
every opportunity for the coming to an understanding with the Soviet, a 
nation which we cannot defeat in war any more than it can defeat us .... 

"Our appeal to our national leadership in Washington, which we make 
in all good will, for we are all involved in one common destiny, is to be 
courageous and unafraid, not to be swayed by partisan political considera­
tions and not to allow itself to be stampeded by war-mongers , fanatics 
and cranks, and by those who would push us into war for reasons which 
have nothing to do with love o{ country. There are those in our country 
who do not want an understanding with Russia. There are those even in 
high government posts who are ardently advocating a preventive war with 
Russia. There are those who wilt try to sabotage any possibility of 
agreemxnt. These are our real enemies . " 

I was ...... 

' 
.. . 

also opposed to the re-arming of Germany~ On March 4, 1951, - -
I spoke at The arm Germany?" L-Ba1d: 

----
" At Pots ~st, 1945, an agreement was 

an, Chttrchill and Stalin for the complete reached between 
G,.-.,..=any. J:hey- agreed that all war 

potentials o,...,...._,.,, any should t5'e destro~ar plants, 
y.,arshi,P. , craft and;:rr { - - so--t'fiat Ge,rmany would never 
agai e.,,able to mc3:ke w r. 

.. ~ 
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I aa: e .1rgedAa friendlier attitude towards Communist Russia in spite of 

what I know about its attitude towards religion, towards Zionism and towards the 

Jewish people in th e Soviet Union: 

The regime in Russia is hostile to religion. Its leaders boastfully avow their 

atheism. They do not seem to be as rabid and gross in their opposition a1t,fe : ftlCZar, 

but everything that the government can do to eradicate it from among the people, 

short of completely closing down all places of public worship, is done • 

.As irdi1dcb1a]s ,Jmvs have equal WflRta in the IT S S B , with all other 

citieens • • It.w,pµJ,g Q~ W1t;n•e. hc-,rf)"8P, to say that ati imti: Semitism bas.been 

erj!,dicated there. This wouldJte.Jl Utopian.aaaumptieti e,eu for-the1Jntted States. 

While officially, anti-Semitism is outlawed.in the u""s.s. R., praoUoe-does not -
ahr:atre-keep pace with wbatis wrttten·in the slatute-books. Anti-Semitism in Russia 

has had a long and dark history and the October R volution did not uproot it. Russian 

Jews, it is reported, are being steadily pushed out of positions in the top governing 

bodies of the State and the Central Committee of the Communis t Party, the higher 

echelons of the Red Army, the diplomatic services, and the higher brackets of 

academic professions and plant management. 

I do not know how widespread this cy,pe of anti-Semitism actually is in the 

u.s.s.R. today. Its existence is vbgorously denied by the government. But, 

cultural and religious discriminations directed agains t the Jewish nationality 

group, as such, is certainly being practiced. The fundamental law of the U. s. s. R. 

grants cultural autonomy and equality to all nationality groups. They have a right 

to their own language, schools, press and other cultural activities. This has been 

one of the honorable and proud boasts of the Soviet Union. The Jewish group is 

recognized as a nationality. Every Jew in the Soviet Union is required to indicate 
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the purely pastoral phase ot a Rabbi's vort as ot primary importance. 

In the tradition ot the Rabbi, it never loomed large, though in the 

eyes ot many members ot modern congregations it is all-important. 

Historically, the Rabbi was the teacher, not the pastor. 

I prepared my sermons caref'ul.ly, writing them out in long­

hand and then memorizing them. I seldom spoke extemporaneously. I 

was reverent ot the spoken word. I &11111 tt ■L"tte inspiration~ the 

moment may be late in coming. Only in recent years, or on occasi<n s 

which called tor scrupulous care in wording did I resort to a manuscript. 

In whatever I sought to accomplish, the spoken vord was my most usef'ul. 

tool. M,y work through life has been principally a work of persuasion 

and I had to rely upon the proper word, the proper argument, the 

proper mode of deli very. Whether in the pulpit, the platform or at 

congresses or conferences, it was through the spoken word that I 

could best represent my cause and on it very much often depended. 

As a rule, my sermons never exceeded thirty to forty minutes. 

Beyond that, both preacher and congregation reach a point of no 

return • ..,_..:a.it capsul.e sermons to satisfy the quick-lunch taste of 

modern Temple-goers never appealed to me. 'Ibey are wmaJ Jy devoid 

of intellectual nutriment and tree of sp1.ritllal calories.~ 

One of the subJects which I stressed in the pulpit and platform 

was the importance of Jewish education. I recall that in the keynote 

address 'Which I delivered at the Golden Jubilee Convention of the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations ta rc,■l in Carnegie Ball., I 

stated: 

"In deference to oursel.ves l.et us be frank. Our religious 

school.s are inadequate. 'lbeir curricula are rudimentary and faulty. 
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The time allotted to the religious education of our children is all 

too short. We cannot transmit a heritage of three thousand years, 

the learning and wisdom of thirty centuries, the history, religion, 

ethics and literature of a peopl.e, all in the one or two hours a week 

during the few years of the child 1s school life. We, Rabbis, :f'l"ftnkly 

confess our inability to cope with this problem. You Jewish laymen 

must look to it. It is you wo must take the initiative in this 

t ,remendo1isly urgent work."~ 

<"Jo\y d9lp concern Vi~ J t Z4h e 3 lad.on led me to organize the 

Bureau of Jewish F.ducation in Cl.eveland in 1924, w1 th the aid of the 

Federation of Jewish Charities and with the cooperation of the other 

rabbis of the city. A survey had revealed th a I w ~l I c •••t that 

14,000 Jewish children of school. age, out of 21,000 in our rcmmm1 ty, 

were receiving no religious training whatsoever• e-itber ira>ohl.181,ous 

&!::MO~ lfelwey Sobosla,,pt tlnoagh pttftte 1nat1uctton. The Bureau 

applied itself to the establishment of schools in all parts of the 

city, to the support of the existing educational institutions which 

were not entirely self-supporting and to the training of Religious 

School and Hebrew School teachers. I was elected President of the Bureau 

and actively served in that cape.city for seven years. 'lhe Bureau has 

served well through the years and today is an established educational 

agency in our cnDIDQD1 ty. 
"- " "' 

In m:, 45 years as rabbi of 'lhe Temple wat was it that I tried 

to teach my people about Judaism? I was never enamo•u-ed of formal, 

systematic theology, though, of course, I had studied theology, not 

only as part of m:, training in 1 111nMi• fN 01tiw)I •, but sub-
/' 

sequently to discover wat new ideas and insist,.ts bad been added. I 
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have found little nev in the vr1 tings of the renowned theologians of 

our day. Some vere more obscure t.llan others, some more ponderous 

than others, but all. ended • with the same fev simple truths which 

are the essence of all the religions of the Western World, truths 

which the ancient seers and prophets of our religion had stated with 

greater clarity, conviction and eloquence. 

In preaching Judaism I never extolled one type of Judaism 

over another. I never criticized Orthodox Judaism, nor deprecated 

Conservative Judaism, nor extolled Reform Judaism. I was never an 

"orthodox" Reform Jev. Denominational distinctions interested me 

veey little.~ 

Gn :fact, I vas rather critical of Reform Judaism though I vas 

a Reform Rabbi, perhaps because I was a Reform Rabbi. I believed 

that the pioneer reformers and their disciples were too zealous to 

modernize Judaism, and too sel.f-conscious about modernity. 'lbere vas 

too n11ch emphasis in their thought and speech upon "reform•, "cbangP.11
, 

"progress", too little upon "rebirth", "return", tracing back to God. 

Nothing is so shallow and ephemeral as modernity. 'lbe veey word 

suggests a mode, a fashion, a passing version which has its practical 

utility, to be sure, but which IIIUBt not be conf'Used with that which is 

of the essence and of the eternal. 'Ibey were too eager to accOJIIDOdate, 

to facilitate, and, strange as it may seem, to conform--not to tradition, 

o:f course, but to the most recent tboue;ht a.no practice or uie1r aay--

tJle tradition of recency. 'lbq vere sufficiently intellectual in their 
• ...... 

critique, but religious reformation is achieved only by m;yatics who are 

concerned not with the recency of their doctrinef, but with the 

illlllediacy of their religious experience. 
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modernized. 'lhis is not to suggest that many of the reforms were un­

necessary. But looking at them from the perspective of history, which 

reformers frequently aacr11'1ce for en apocalypse, they appear far less 

consequential than they seemed at first. 

The need for this type of reform was over a long time ago. 

What is needed today is not the innovation or renovation or reformation 

or reconstruction of Judaism, but the conversion of the Jew to his 
~ 

faith. It is no longer a question of leas or of more: Godlessness, 

secularism and naterlalism have blighted our people, along with all 

other peoples, but ve, because of our unique position in the world, can 

least of all submit. It is hopeless to try to reach the heart of our 

people or to serve them by reviving old slogans end battle-cries, or 

discarded rituals, or by confronting them with the competitive claims 

of Orthodoxy, Conservatism or Reform. None of these has scored any 

significant victory in our day, 8l1d life is now attacking them all. 

And so, when I taught my people about Judaism, I spoke to them -,..,. (- ... ~ 

not of competitive denominational ideologies, but ot the ••••1als 

Jt1ut.-etemaJ value• of their W.atGrio-.fe.i1-.h. I ape qf OP old 
" 

:t'1: gton, f!ecb1 !'i ac7pe T?PY cen~ M end "11BnT 1 •lllht'lml ret'lecting 
1

" ibe'" ~ .A,;;5.:.•f: 
1

bt ~rlencea o~ia.= 

I tried to transmit to my people the core insights of Judaism 

which are easily recognizable in all stages of its developnent: that 

God is One, indwelling in all nature, and yet transcending 1 t, near to 

me.n in all his needs 8l1d yet beyond me.n's comprehension; that God can 

never be represented and is never incarnated; that man, while fashioned 

..... 
out of the earth, is nevertheless •de in the spirl tual image of God; fl, ,. 

while man is bound up by his physical and mental l1m1 tatiOll81 he is 
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As an historic faith, infused with the life experience of the 

Jewish people, Judaism naturally reflected in some of its customs, 

symbols, ceremonies, and festivals the special experiences and the 

special needs and hopes of the Jewish community, but the light of its 

spiritual and its ethical vision is intended for the 'Whole of manld nd. 

Juds.1 sm excluded no one from sharing in its faith because of race or 

of caste . In fact, no one needs to be formally admitted into its 

fold in order to be "saved." 

'!his is the Judaism which I taught m;y people through the 

years- -in sermon, lecture, address, or classroom instruction. This 

is the Judaism which I applied in interpreting the events of the day, 

from week to week, from year to year, not only to m;y own congregation 

but to the numerous other groups which I frequently addressed. 

It is difficult to estimate the effectiveness of one ' s 

ministry. The minister deals in imponderables . A busin.essman can 

point to his profits, the doctor to the number of cases that he cured, 

the engineer to the IIWllber of structures or bridges which be bui l t . 

The minister can point to no such tangible achievements. He does not 

know 'Whether his teaching is followed or not, or whether his preaching 

has any influence 'Whatsoever. You have to have faith that the seeds 

that you sow vJ.ll, sanewhere, 1D .•11•• b ! » If in some soul, take 

root ';/1-r_ have found a strengthening of the spirit in study and have 

managed to steal away the hours for some serious writing. ~ 

- - / In 1927 I published m;y book, ''Messianic Speculations in Israel, 

from the First through the Seventeenth Centuries . " ~ nucleus o~e 

bgq)s vas the doctor al thesis which I bad presented to the faculty of _, 

the Hebrew Union College in 1925, which I now enlarged and completely 
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revised It was well received in the scholarly world, 

In 1958, when a paperback edition of the book was published, I added 

a brief preface which carried the story of messianic speculations up 

to the t ih\e of the establishment of the State of Israel, I believe 

that Zionism and messianism tap the same spiritual sources. Loss of 

national independence, the will to live as a rehabilitated people in 

the nationaJ. home, and an unfaltering faith in divine justice est ablished 

the force of messianic belief in Israel, 
-£' D,t 

I found t.aeee I a • 
ts basic 

to Israel's way of life then and now--only now the will to live and 

the unyieldiog hol.d on divine justice l.ed to ,. practical. strategft... '­

rather than to pious speculation~ 

'lhe-mennnic ~atained-- tli~ J ert-a?rpeople= tbx &ugh 

c,:m:bJrj cr:H daJ:kncaa, homele::snesiJ, and pczsce11t:ton. In its 

prophetic ~ression, aa~ beckoning via1on of a redeemed timnanity, 
/W")(.i 'S $( f ef I .£ Jn 

-illt- cent-1-m.ie&--to-ga±de, inspire, and s~tain men of good will everywhere, 
,,, ,,o, r: 

In 1931 I published a series of essays on tb• pJeoe of fa1~h 
~ D,t 

in the mc:dn II i&&, :imaer MG t1 tJ -e, "Religion in a Changing World. " 

'l'h.,,_'book wa. uoemJ,oaally_weJJ rlll:t1:Ted. It was a "best seller" 

among such books in 1t a c.lay. I find in iey- files a selection of 

quotations, published by the Cl.eveland Press, which poin'b the direction 

of my thought. 

Man I s true life does not take plaif in time or ,pace but in 
the secret processes of spiritual growth. 

One should not contuse that which is necessary with that which 
is ultimate. 

Man does not require much to be happy. It is in his striving 
after the excessive that the roots of bis unhappiness lie. 

Man must have more than one world in which to live; for his 
one world may collapse and then be is totally bereft. 
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There is nothing new in novelty. 

Man possesses no rights other than the right to do right. 

Men's first duty is not to express himself but to perfect 
himself. 

We are the richest nation in the world today and the richest 
nations were always the first to succumb to moral decadence. 

The liberal regards democracy not as absolute:cy perfect but 
as progressive:cy perfectible. 

A man can be a blackguard even in Utopia. 

Our age needs a :form of good will which will not on:cy tolerate 
differences but which gladq .. uses them for the e.nrichment of lif e. 

On the plane of common human aspirations all men may meet 
without sacrificing their che.racteristic cultures or modes of life. 

International good-will is not a legacy of the human race. It 
will be the achievement of those men and women throughout the world 
who can think with a minimum of bias and feel with a maximum of 
restraint. 

Our modern pessimism is based on the belief not that knovledge 
will not increase, but that increased knowledge 'will not bring us 
increased happiness. 

A trayful of mechanical toys, of engines, motors, radios, and 
airplanes is no adequate compensation for the loss of human 
freedom and dignity. 

Not the least of the roles which religion ahoul.a. perform in 
the modern world is to resist cbangP.--changP. which is unintelligent, 
uninformed, and whim:ful. One of religion's great opportunities is 
to tide manld ud over its periods of c.onfusion. 

'lb.e flaunting of moral conventions, unaccompanied by a critical 
appraisal and by a readiness to substitute still higher conventions 
for them,is far from being a sign of moral advance. 

At the heart of 
merged into the one 
knowledge, science, 
mystery nd. 

the atom, matter and energy become undistinguishable, 
astounding miracle of creation, and the heart of 
and religion became one in the everlasting 

• 
sea &n9- th Or181nal To ' , " ~ 

,n,,-1egated by ~§Der Biblica critics 
I I 

bliJhed. 
the vague 

e bis Bi)>lical 

ago tha wb teve~ he 
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In 1956 ''Where Judaism Differed" was published. It was an 

inquiry into the distinctiveness of ~"-faith and dwelt on the 

f'undamental insights of Judaism :lo w~h I have already referred. It 

was well received, and in a short time six printings were issued. A 

Hebrew translation appeared in Israel in 1961. 

In 1961 my book, ''Moses and the Original Torah~' was published. 
,~Yr~,,.,,.... • .,., 

Moses has been relegated Dtlhhdd x RlbllcaJ. criti cs-to the vague 

legendary periphery of tile history fllfl(.::bWIMililiJ?iiti•i:Z illiflllfilll•aecs . 
1,1. 

It WM argued 

that he lived so long ago that whatever he taught must have been 

rudimentary and imperfectly developed. ..81rt""the doctrine of evolution 

can n~ be applied to man• s spiritual life in the same way it is 

applied to organic life. ~tis intrinsically exalted does not 

necessarily come late in ti~The advance of spiritual ideas is not 
: ~ I ~~ 

necessarily slow and gradual, I •114x.a ic 111 ir 2 el< tho~e Torah 

cannot be laid to the 11 terary prophets or to any other movement or 

event in later Biblical history. Mose& began -••••l.'s apjrttueJ 

revo~ton. I studied the original Torah of Moses to which the 

prophets of later time frequently refer--its uniqueness, -where it is 

to be found in the Bible, and how it fared in pre-exilic times among 

the peoples of the northern and southern kingdoms . My app;roach was 

radical of current &aS\lllJPtions, and the book aroused considerable 

controversy a ~d:1-ttoilltl ct.. cl€87an.i a ! ag s tttd11■t.a of 4111 SQer 

~bl:\llf) I J li!ttsl!f. 
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Rabbis_and.sowa! WQ!:kS;r_i, Zionjsts and pbilamlwopieta, educat.or.Saand 

labo! l~ 111,•we net ttre-oo1y ones wile werf' acttve in these ;¥92:Nl on..the..American .. --
8 ~ • . There were ~s-6 so-called Jewish "intellectuals" who sought to mold and 

influence Jewish life. The Menorah Movement which was founded in the Twenti~s 

was the creation of such a group of Jewish intellectuals and was directed primarily 

towards the Jewish College student. Its mouthpiece was the Menorah Journal which 

was founded by 'tlf. Henry Hurwitz in 1926. , 

Jewish "intellectuals" have always been a problem to the Jewish people. 

As a rule they are supercilious fringe-Jews, victims of a conscious or unconscious 

escapism. They entertain neither love nor reverence for their people's heritage. 

They have cut their moorings and are adrift. 

The term "intelligentsia", like the terms "proletariat" and "peasant", is 

realJy not applicable to th~ structure of American society. They belon~ or \ ,,, 
belonged, to the social stratifications of/ft~ Old World. When men speak of the 

Jewish "intellectuals" in the United States, they have in mind, presumably, Jewish 

authors, journalists, artists, philosophers, professors, etc. , not necessarily all 

\ the educated, college-bred Jewish men and women of whom there are legion in our 

'country. -
Quite a number of this small group of alienated "intellectuals"--if and when 

, 

they treat Jews and Judaism in their literary products--do so slightingly, dispa.ragingly 

and at times with acid and scorn. Some of them do so out of ignorance. But a goodly 

number of them hail from old-fashioned Jewish homes and from a distinctly Jewish 

environment where they received orthodox Jewish training. But they have removed 

themselves from positive Jewish life because they believe that there are sweeter 

• 
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pastures elsewhere--bigher rewards, both social and monetary. To belong to a 

distinguishable and, at times, disfavored minority group is too difficult a burden 

to bear. It is only after these intellectuals become disillusioned, when they 

discover that the rewards which they anticipated are not forthcoming, that some 

of them return to the welcoming fold of Israel, a bit saddened and embittered and 

a bit over-zealous ••• 
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From time to time these intellectuals are polled by some enterprising 

magazine as to their attitudes towards Jew and Judaism and the results are, of 

course, largely negative. These findings are then interpreted to mean that there 

is a sharp trend among all educated Jews in the United States away from Judaism and 

the Jewish people, and toward non-religion and assimilation. 

Blld:°li 1926, the Menorah Journal presented several such intellectuals in a 

survey of the Jewish cultural and religious scene in the United States. One was 

Professor Horace M. Kallen, another was Elliot E. Cohen, managing editor of 

the Menorah Journal and in later years, editor of Commentary, and the third was 

Henry Hurwitz. the founder and editor of the Menorah Journal, 
9" "" I .. • 

r • 
v,,,--.. (""o" rv o -

These three "did a job" on American Judaism, the American rabbi and 6-a 
0 

Jewish theological schools in the United States. Their composite portrait of Ame:{can • ' " 
C..rl4\I, 

Jewish life was one of lamentable inadequacy. There was but one hope for American 

Israel and that was in an adequately fi.nanced and endowed Menorah movement._,. 

Especially free-wheeling and gross was the essay of Elliot E. Cohen, whose 

particular b'ete noire was the American rabbi, but whose dis taste for Judaism 

generally was no less sharp. Among the rare pearls of wisdom with which his article 

was adorned were: 

The Elders of Zion myth i s a by no means distant cousin of the Jewish 
mission myth. 

The little respect our culture receives is that paid to a people who stumbled 
(sic I) on some spiritual ideas capable of being incorporated, in a greatly 
improved form of course, in the culture of the West. 

Lacking wisdom, our leaders take refuge in speech. Good Watsonian 
behaviorists, they discover the springs of thought in the voice box. 

Speeches and sermons are born of the air and destined to vanish with 
the breath that gave them birth. 



- 3 -

But they (the rabbis) are guil ty certainly of a too weak acquiescence 
in the degradation of the rabbinical function to that of a spokesman--
i. e. mouthpiece, of the ignorance, ambitions and fears of the influential 
Jewish laity. 

Mr. Hurwitz requested me to write a rejoinder to these articles. "Let me 

repeat again most sincerely and urgently, my invitation to you to write an article for 

the Menorah J 01rnal, as soon as may be, to present the situation as you see it in 

answer to Kallen's and Cohen's articles. • • • You will be doing the Journal a vecy 

great service--! beli eve you will be doing the cause of Judaism in America a great 

service--if you will present your analysis of the situation, your description of what 

the rabbinate and the synagogue have so far had to build up in this countcy, and what 

you believe their future service should be. May I count on you for this? " I finally 

consented to write such an article. My article, ''Why Do the Heathen Rage", was 

accepted,hy Ute Jlel • .' J<»A:CP?L Galley proofs were submitted to me which I 

corrected and returned. nte·; 1 BUifUVAA a.ntow1eed, fw::::pllLJicatiaill tkc I 111~. 

Mr. Hurwitz announced lhe forthcoming publication of my article as an indication 

of the broadmindedness and fairness of the Menorah Journal. 

On the eve ofmy departure for Europe in July of that year, I was informed 

by Mr. Hurwitz that the article would not be published.) 

"I immediately turned over the ~cle to the Jewish Tribune of New York, 

which published it in four weekly installments, beginning with the issue of July 23, 

1926. 

Mr. Hurwitz attempted to justify the suppression of my article in a letter 

which he sent to the Jewish Tribune. Upon my return from Eur ope, I replied to 

it in the Tribune of August 20th. 



"Upon rq return trca London today I read the letter which Benry 

Hurwitz wrote to you in explanation of the suppression of rq article which 

bad been requested and accepted by ''l'be Menorah Journal'.,,,-

• Mr. Rurvitz states in bis letter that I made tvo unacceptable 

conditions to its Pllblication, one, that it sbould be printed in full, 

without change, and two, that no answer to it should appear in the same 

issue of the Journal. 

This is correct. One will readily understand Yby these conditions 

were made wben one remellbers that two ot tbe three authors vhoae papers I 

discusaed are respectively the editor and tbe manag1ue editor of tbe 

Menorah Journal. Wben I requested that no answer should be made in tbe 

same issue, I asked tor rq article tbe same privilege which tbe articles 

or Dr. Kall.en, Mr. Cohen, 1111d Mr. Hurwitz eJIOoyed. Tbe editor indicated 1n 

a note which acccapanied tbe galley proofs that a reply to it voul.d appear 

in the tolloviue issue ot tbe Journal, to which, of course, I raised 

absolutely no objections. 

Mr. Rurvitz vas tree to reject rq conditions. Be did not reject 

them; ratber be accepted tbea with alacrity and in writiue. 

Mr. Rurvitz refer• to tbe title of rq article, "Wb;y Do tbe Beatben 

Rage" (a Biblical phraae, by tbe va;y) as i tbe elegant D01Denclature of Babbi 

Silver." Bere again Mr. Rurvitz' s JDU10ry seems to fail bia. I subaitted 

~ titles for bis consideration, tbe otber being, "A Babbi Makes Reply," 

and Mr. Rurvitz, biaeelt, selected tbe tomer. 

'l'bere is a subtle suggestion contained in Mr. Bllrvitz' a letter that 

rq articl.e did not fully measure up to tbe established etiandard of thought 
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and expression of the Menorah Journal. Of that the reader must judge. I am, 

however, again compelled to refresh Mr. Hurwitz's memory. Upon receipt of my 

article, he wrote that he was glad to get it "and glad even after reading it. " This 

was in April. Four or five weeks later, during which time the editor undoubtedly 

had sufficient time to acquaint himself with the palpable deficiencies of the article, 

he se.nt me the galley proofs. Shortly thereafter, at a public meeting, he announced 

its forthcoming publication. In June, then, the article still measured up to the exact­

ing standards of the Menorah Journal. In July it failed utterly •.•• 

One must be a dour fellow indeed not to chuckle at the literary vagaries of 

this dis tinguished editor. 11 

Thirteen years after I penned my critique of the Menorah Journal, 7 t:: Milton 

Steinberg, the noted Rabbi of the Park Avenue Synagogue of New York, felt constrained 

to write a similar critique of the Commentary Magazine, a monthly journal of Jewish 

life, l etters, and opinion, sponsored by the American Jewish Committee. Its 

editor at that time was the same Elliot E. Cohen, who brought to his new post the 

r ... 
same aversion to Judaism and Rabbis, and the same predilection for secularis t 

I 

themes and writers. Only this time he preferred literary confections ,ttich had a 

touch here and there of the pornographic. f ... ~ 

111 doubt, 11 wrote Rabbi Steinberg, "whether either the editors or the inner 

communications Committee representative of the American Jewish Committee are 

aware of the extent and bitterness of the hostility they have awakened in broad 

sectors of American Jewry, especially among informed and committed Jews ••• My 

complaint is against the spirit which animAtes it as disclosed in three circumstances, 

that the magazine has 
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studiously ignored some of the most significant elements in Jewish life; that it 

has consistently given distorted presentation to certain others, no less crucial; and, 

finally, that all too frequently it takes on an air of condescension and superciliousness 

towards matters Jewish, including historic Jewish sanctities, and of offensiveness 

toward Jewish sanctities." 

The Menorah Journal lacked a positive Jewish program and content. It made 

much of Jewish "culture" and catered to Jewish intellectuals but the culture was 

secularist in character, avoiding any positive identification with Judaism as a 

religion. Nor was it Hebraic in character or outright in its "nationalist" identification. 

It was neither Zionist nor anti-Zionist. Towards the end it became the mouthpiece 

of the American Council for Judaism ••• "CUiture, with us," to quote Emerson, 

"ends in headache.,. " 

The Journal ceased being a monthly quite early. It became a bi-monthly, then 

a quarterly, and ~ally a semi-annual periodical. Although at first I was a member 

of the Board of Gov~s of the Menorah movement and had aaUsfed it financially 

from time to time, this movem t likewise began to dis~te'grate quite early. It is 

not possible to launch a vital movemen of Jewish :ehaissance in the Diaspora which 

is purely secular in character. 

commented on this fact 

r, ''Why Do the Heathen Rage," I 

Religion was the sole reason why the Jew persis maintaining his 
identity in the world. I searcheo high and low in Jewish lite ture to discover 
evidences that the Jew struggled to remain a Jew amidst adver circumstances 
in order that he might develop, to quote Mr. Hurwitz in his artic "Watchman, 
What of the Day?" a great "synagogue architecture, mural painting d frescoes, 
and sculpture in o/ood and brass, works in silver, gold and other me ..... ,"' •• 
and the old signboards of Polish Jewry." I find nowhere that the Jew objected 
to intermarriage with other peoples (a practice which would of course have destroyed 
him) on the ground that the resultant racial admixture would produce less gifted 
musicians or scientists or writers. There was but one reason throughout the ages: 
"Lest he will turn away thy son from following Me, that they may serve other gods." 



7 

'l'be Jev persisted in racial uniqueness in order to preserve the integrity 

ot bis taitb. Loyalty to the taitb spelled loyalty to the race. When the 

American Jev v1ll abandon bis taitb be v1ll ewittly and suxely assimilate. 

Bevill interaarry vitb the peoples about b1JI, and be v1ll destroy bimself 

racially, and no quantum ot Jevisb msic and Jevisb art or books on Jevisb 

literature and philosophy v1ll be potent enough to save b1JI. 'l'be anti-

religious Jew vill be the tiret to go, as be alv~s bas been. The religiously 

lnditterent Jews v1ll li11ger on by sheer torce ot inertia until Nii ~ 

relentless ass1.m1.lative torces vill scatter and overwhelm them too. 'l'be secular 

nationalist v1ll endure until eucb ti.Jae as bis ideology derived tl"Olll the 

segregated and compact Jevisb CODl'lln:S ty life ot eastern &irope is dissipated 

by the dissolviJJS influences of American life. B'fen the stroJJg appeal vbicb 

Palestine is Jll&kiJJg toda;r to man;y of our peQ})l.e v1ll not prove sufficient to 

cOP1D1enA their layalty in the dqs to ccae. 'l'be establlsblllent of a strong 

Jevieb <'<anomtealtb in Palesti,ne v1ll not accaaplisb the miracle of preserva­

tion for the Allerican Jev. 'fbe existence of a great Oel,,11Wl Patherland bas 

not kept the Oennans int' United States f'l"Olll ass1mllating~ The Jev in the 

United states v1ll not long remain either a Yiddisbist or a BebJ>aist, in the 

tecbnical sense in which the proponents of cultural pluralism understand the 
I 

terms. Only the religious Jev vbo rill continue steadfast to bis fai~ v1ll 

conserve and carry on the culture and the traditions ot Israel. 'l'be re)i 

vill disappear, as they alv~s have, as they inevitably 111st. ID other words, 

Juclaim, far f'l"Olll being "a smal J part of the total t,,J l ne"s of the life ot 

the Jev1.eh people wbicb I a accustomed to call Bebrai• 11 (Horace M. JCeJ)en, 

1n ' Caa Juda1• fbnive in the United Statest) is in reality its very heart 

and life blood. 
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that he i s a ~Mlf Ds ana -every Georgian that he is a Georgian. But, unlike all the 

other nationality groups in di£ lidoa, and there are many, the Jewish group enjoys 

none of the rights of these nationalities. 

f Because it is an extra-territorial community, Ja';f! sp1itiL, not centered in 

any one territory or region oof-f1J•••sh';, it nas been denied thase rigp.ts Those 
I '-- - ----

who wish or wished to enjoy such rights, -~ rs argued by the apologists of the regime, ~ 
could, or should have migrated to the autonomous Jewish region of Birobidjan in 

Eastern Siberia, which the Soviet established. This argument, of course, ignores 

the historic realities of the Jewish position in Russia. Jews, though widely scattered 

o,e, Ibo •s·:at,w-. always constituted a separate, ethnic and cultural group in 

Russia which, even in the darkest days of the Tzars, were free to exercise their 

religion, and free to teach and develop their own Hebrew and Yiddish culture. The 

argument also overlooks the fiasco of Birobidjan whisk sbouJd bave boon fo'feseen. 

I am inclined to the belief,,,hha;••ll'ls that progress in the direction of winning 

for the Jewish minority in the Soviet Union the same cultural and religious consider­

ations which are accorded all other nationality and religious groups is not foreclosed, 

given an insistent world Jewish protest, but one which does not join the chorus of 

the Cold War. 

Al o I early favored our r cognition of Red China. 

d might have 

posed to ou military inter ention in Korea. 

In an address titl , ''A Letter to Mr. an", wli ch I delivered 

pulpit on December 1 1950 and which wa reprinted in the Congressional Record, I 

stated my reasons: 



In 1932 I was given a sabbatical leave of absenc~ by 

my congregation. I spent it abroad in Berlin, Paris, Prague, Rome, 

Geneva, and in Palestine. For the first time I came face to f ace with 

Fascism am Nazism in their native homes. The Fascist regime in Italy 

was then celebrating the tenth anniversary of Mussolini' s h1a.rch on 

Rome. lfuile I was in Berlin in January, /933, the Nazis took over 

the government of Germany. I also attended the sessions of the 

League of Nations in Geneva and was present when the critical debate 

on ManchUria took place. 
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Everybody knew that the Sino-Japanese conflict o; 01 If 1 d a 

had brought the League to the f irst searching test of its career. 

Heretofore, the League had intervened more or less successfully in 

conflicts where only smaller nations were involved. Now one of the 

Big Five vas vi tall,y involved. 'l'he League must nov reveal its true 

character. Was it reall,y a competent international organization to 

Ifs 
ensure peace, .resolved to enforce tM principles and agreements I tbs 

}IMlt; upon all - signatories alike Without fear or favor, or was it 

merely a creature of the great powers,wbo would allow it freedom of 

action only when their ovn private interests were not 

jeopardized? Al.l puaaa!.e excuses for delay bad_. been exbau.sted. 

It was more than a year since China bad appeal.ed to the League 

against Japan's invasion of Manchuria. It was al.most a year....., 

since Japan, at the League's intercession, bad agreed to an imnediate 
_ ,,,, 

cessation of bostili ties and to the Vi thdrawal of her troops. Fell:o~­
,,,. 'i.t •1~t• ff s; ~o <. d .. c,.,, 1 <. t\,l<'l/1J .. 

iia~t sol.emn pledge, J9iter h"1 m:l2,<-eaotd to 1poza. it eno.to dA,as 

hQil rssoa:t,;w w .tte •ell m.own c!eo!lat al err:• st~ fact finding 
~ AO brc- AJ To~,. ,~, 111 

colllllissioni '!he Iqtton Commission -.. appointed and, after months of 
" I " 

close investigation, its report ~./ a;\. f'Ja; submitted , b Ii 8 nm 1 

o~ tb~f r g:·e. '!he report, remarkable for its thoroughness and 

unbiased judgment, found Japan ' s aggression in Manchuria unwarranted 

by any consideration of self-defense and :i'urtbermore declared that 

the new state of Manchukuo, which Japanese bayonets bad carved out of 

China., vas nothing more than a Japanese puppet state. 

"ts D I W:ug to I the ?ia■ l ... ■,art t1 m~ of 

tae41RC. '!he hour of dec.ision had arrived, 
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Many delegates took part i n the momentous debate . Dr. Yen 

spoke for China. Matsuoka spoke for Japan. There were those who 

spoke for the smaller nations-- f'or Ireland, Czecho-Slovakia, Sweden, 

Spain. These all spoke i n defense of China and against Japan. If 

Japan were all.owed to go unchecked and the League in this emergency 

were to be found powerless in checking the aggression of a great power, 

then their own security from aggression was gone and the League was a 

broken reed to lean on. 

Everyone - waited to hear the spokesman of the Great Powers . 
:c 1. .-J) 

Paul Boncour arose to speak for France. 0. never realized how pliant 
( p.1,11,A 

and flexible a language French Qaa be in the hands of one who wished 

to dodge and wriggle round a moral issue. Boncour's speech was 

so finely spun, so dexterous, and so meaningless that men declared it 

to be diplomacy at its very best. He was followed by Sir John Simon, 

speaking for Great Britain. Sir John was .... at his barrister's best. 

He could see both sides of the ca.se. On the one hand, etc., but on 

the other hand, etc . ; therefore, one must not proceed with undue haste. -r ""1JIIIO Great Britain, too, would not take sides. l It was all 

) 
&.. l 4,,\._ 

over. The a st drama of Geneva had petered out into a sour comedy. 

One knew now that the League would do nothing in the Manchurian 

situation. 
.r I.IWI 14 fl/ o t::.~f'"' 

I-lb•• •••• p:t&Ce cnac day 1.1'"'9cncua .-. the beginning of 

the end of the League of Nations. 

From Geneva I went to F.ome, and there I had an interview with 

,ik Duce. Premier ~solini was, at that time, riding high. He was 

celebrating triumphantly the tenth anniversary of Fascism in Italy• 

~ ts stsbi 1 Int. Within another ten years, his battered and 

riddled body would be banging face down from a lamp post in Milan, his 

empire gone, his country in total collapse. But on the day that I 



., 
PA 1- ._ '2,.'l.. o 

saw him in the Pallazo Venezia in Rome, he looked and acted as if he 

~ .. tC.K H ' " "' Lil J I! 'O l-1 ti " l (..f TO .13 b ' 
were the favorite of the gods. In our conversation he prescribed _. 

r:it p "~ l9 /JD I\ 
for Italy, ....,,for the United States as well. He thought that a 

central master mind and central economic :rJann1"6 and control were 

necessary in a country like America. , ··~ .. ,,, 
lie prided himself on the religious tolerance wich existed in 

his country and declared that there was no anti-Semitism in Italy. 

a... Jews occupied positions of high importance. He expressed the 

thought that the increase in anti-Semitism in Europe in recent years ~ A ii...,-
I, ~ >ii' !,, C, f:/.1 rJ Ill C. ft. e 1 I ln r, S. 

was a result of economic dislocations• an<\,said that l:ie ti 81 • d t 

A 1111"1 
1 

• ~ t. :,ut:iC'ane w1 th the return of normal time~ .c.. It would not be long 

before Mussolini wnp)d jcfn the I ·, •d would aban~n his religious 

tolerance and accept the racism of the Nazis and their shameful anti­

Jewish program. 

I arrived in Berlin on January 22, 1933, at the beginning of 

what turned out to be the most exciting fortnight in the political 

history of Germany. I found the city on edge. The Nazis were staging 

"" ,t:. fl' tf.j 
one el Nu quasi-military demonstrations . C:-, 

----r 'lhree days later, in spite of bitter cold weather, fifty 
---

thousand ColllJIUllists staged a counterdemonstratioo. "Berlin is ours," 

they cried~ 

~the following Sunday, a hundred thousand Social Democrats, 

With bands playing and banners flying, marched into the great 

wstgarten Square shouting, "Berlin bleibt rot (Berlin remains Red)." 

In the meantin.e, the political pot was boiling and spilling 

over. Von Schleicher's brief regime of less than two months as 

Chancellor seemed to be cc:aing to an end. 
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On January 28th he resigned. 
~ 

Forty-eight hours of terrific 

' Who would s~eed...YQn Schleicher? 

-Hindenburg now called upon the former Cllancellor, Franz von 

Papen, to negotiate with the political party leaders for the formation 

of a new Cabinet "within the framework of the Constitution and in 

agreement with the Reichsta~" Who would be the new Chancellor? 

Would it be Bitler?--Bitler, the firebrand, the agitator, who had 

proml.sed his followers that heads would roll in the dust once be came 

into power. But Hindenburg bad twice refused him the Chancellorship. 

And the.n suddenly, with the force and speed of a thunderbolt, 

came the announcement that a new ~01.net had. been rormed~and that 

Bitler was 1111ae Chancellor. Berlin was stunned. The Nazis were 

delirious with joy. Their long hoped for day ~f triumph had finally 

come . 

Almost immediately, the Nazi newspaper appeared with screaming 

hea.dlines: "Chancellor B1 tler!" "German Berlin!" "Hang the flags 

out." A huge torchligbt procession was held \:l.a:ldwt~h•s.-•111·11r&i Thousands 

upon thousands of Bitler shock troops and Steel Helmets, carrying 

torches, marched, shouting, "Heil B1 tler" and singi.ng, "Deutscbland, 

Deutsch land uber all.es. II Past the President 's Palac:, 'Cy narched,P 

where the erstwhile insignificant Army Corporal, now Chancellor of the 

Gennan Reich, received their homage. 

I stood on the curb and watched,.tbs r 11 1 Ille 

I knew, of course, what the rise of Bitl.er to power would mean 

to the Jews of Germany, but I underestimated the dYf k sf iepravity of 

the man and his regime. I thought • 11 v· • that it was possibl.e, 

and perhaps likely, that the Nazi leaders, now shouldered with 
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political responsibility, would be sobered by these responsibilities 

and would not attempt to carry out their fantastic schemes against 

the Jewish citizens of Germany. I was beguiled by the thought, as were 

$0)JDB:D.Y German Jews at the time, that "one does not eat his soup as 

hot as it is cooked. l' 

The German Jews With whom I spoke soon after the rise of 

Hitler to power were concerned, of course, but were not greatly 

frightened. They were preparing themselves for the storm which they 

I r/ knew was coming but which, they were confident, would 11 r 

blow over. 
~., pc.. 

'lhis. l1 3 ■ I a t t be 01 wasno o . 
~•r.... 

Ai;to• I left Berlin l t ¢"' Prague. Ever since the First 

World War I bad entertained the hope of •r 7 s visiting the new 

republic of Czecho-Slovakia, and particularly its President, Tomas 

G. Masaryk. I bad long been an admirer of this Wise and courageous 

leader, who towered maJesticall.y over all the political leaders and 

statesmen of Europe. I was very eager to learn what this man, the 
• lltt\fS 

most authentic exponent of democratic ideals in 'blte ■rw JS, had 
) uC-h 

to say in tJ e confused and turbulent times.~ 

G was received ti ti 7 IN :; sf 7 z r in the audie.nce 

cbamb~r of the Hradcany Castle. He came in, tall, erect, impressive. 

His eighty-three years had not bent his back, dimmed bis eye, nor 

abated his intellectual vigor. Very informally, but very earnestly, 

he spoke about many things for nearly an hour--politics, religion, the 

blind gropings or our age for a nev order of things; and on all matters 

the President proved to be a keen and incisive coJllDelltator who spoke 

as one having the authority of gs at knowledge and_,. experience. 



Around bis 

fashioned out 

raging 

-72-

in 

''What do you, Mr. President, think of the :future of democracy?" 

We were holding our interview a few days after Hitler's rise to power 

in Germany. His answer came, without a moment's hesitation, clear and 

decisive, "Democracy is passing through a crisis, but crisis does not 

mean defeat. Democracy is safe. Mankind has known monarchical and 

all forms of autocratic government in countless ages. It h~ exper­

ienced democracy only for a very short time. In a sense, democracy is 

only just coming to be. Mankind has nothing to put in its place. All 

dictatorial experiments are impressive but ephemeral. It has been 

tried before. Democracy, however, needs a great moral content today. 

We have been exploiting it exclusively for capitalistic individualism 

and business purposes." 

"What is really at the bottom of the world's I I moral 
# 

con:fusion? What is really wrong w1 th our age? 11 He xe,M:ed, 11'1'be 

world is morally ill. The World War was not the cause of this moral 

illness, but only a tragic symptom 6f it. The world bas come to 

worship the :a...cbine and force, which is an expression of the machine. 

'Ibe things which the mchine creates are looked upon as the highest 

values of life; and men and nations have rushed 1. headlong pursuits 

after them. Human aspirations are all too frequently on.ly the desire 

to possess some Jcind of machine, or some machine-made toy. 'Ibe world 

needs :1 new mind and a new devotion to spiri t11al val.ues bcnmd up w1 th 

a realistic program of social progress. 11 
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Here President Masaryk launched into a criticism of the 

churches for having failed in their spiritual mission throughout the 

world. 'Ibis failure, he held, was one of the causes of our spiritual 

chaos. 'the'~urches today are bureaucratic and institutionalizeo.. 

'l?ley ao not go oui; into the highways and byways of life to reach and 

mold the personal lives of men. They have their institutions and 

their functionaries in every town and hamlet in the land. In many 

countries they have control of the education of the young, yet they 

fail to inspire the rising generation with enthusiasm for the moral 
,( 

and spiritual essentials of civilization. 

'lbere was something of the ancient prophet about this man 

who, in spite of the burden of more than four score years, was still 

battling as fearlessly and as confidently for vhat he regarded as 

the basiCand indispensable ideals of buman1ty as be did in the years 

of his~;,-■·_.111111•·•· .. , ~early manhood. 

I was greatly stirred W th• :tai *b anti th t L -.. -• nn nf . ----- - ~ 

t:tlhli-=•IP.1- The years which were to follow would not vinclicate his 

hope that democracy was safe in the world. His own beloved country 

would, after a second World War, fall into a ruthless cnJ1Wlm1 st 

dictatorship such as he could never have envisioned, and this 

dictatorship would engulf a third of the globe. But perhaps Pro-
'l 

\ 

fessor Masaryk's outlook had wider perspectives. Perhaps be was 

thinking in larger epochs when he said that democracy was passing 

through a crisis. '!hat crisis is still going on and the final 

outcome is not yet in sight. 
>'-

With the coming of the Nazis 

felt themselves mortaJJy challenged. 

.... I' 

to power the Jews of the world 

They reacted in many ways. 
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'!be American League for the Defense of Jewish Ri.ghts was 

organized in May, 1933, to fight the Nazi regime by means of .-boycott. 
,.. \on., 11 ,. ,:r L A.;'/ i ~ 11 ,1 ~ '--',.._. r " '""N" n. o ~ 

Its hesident was Samuel Untermeyer, I was the Cbairman of the LN £ 

" ""'" l\i r:I ... ~" 
Adml.nistrati ve Col11111 ttee . W'..J.ea l t was incorporated in November, 1933 

8§. tl. ..lo.le:nb!?lu#i f tE i [ ta sat~,e J ll 1-V 7 11 I tube Ci I )fl k, 

,. - ~-~ • 
to cbuw_f on human r1illtf.~ COmbalJ-- ••lWowi era 'I'8.C1al 

di, acrj ro1 ret1 on n n 4 oppreP§1 on s , 1 .-1 ts name was changed to "'!be Non­

Sectarian Anti -Nazi League to Champion Human Ri.ghts," and its officers 

were Samuel Untermeyer, President; myself, along with James G. Gerard, 

Fiorello H. LaGuardia, Arthur S. Tompkins, and Col. Theodore Roosevelt 

as Vice-Presidents. A notable group of Americans from all walks of 

life constituted its Board of Directors. 

'!he boycott was widely endorsed as the only weapon against 

Hitlerism, short of war. Organized labor, the libera.l. forces of the 

United States, and outstanding religious leaders in the nation 

advocated it, There was, however, considerable opposition to such a 

boycott, even on the part of organized Jewish bodies, such as the 

B'nai. B'rith, the American Jewish Col111littee, the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations, and others. Opinions differed sharply as to i t s 
pf' n.~ "'""\,.._"7 • " \ '/, -n.. E' 

practicability and its possible repercussions . 
11 

I g Jewis11ly-

controlled department stores in New York City were far more reluctant 

to cooperate with the boycott movement than the non-Jewish stores. 

While sone friends of the boycott movement undoubtedly 
C t.CNC"'ic. fC.NPI." 'S ' 

,enter¢ t::tt,e hopJtbat 1~would contribute to the fall of Hitler, 
0 f· 11 l / I 

the greater number looked upon 1t as an effective weapon of protest, ... 
as a means of expressing the horror and abhorence of the American 

people of 1ile- Nazi persecution and the shameless Nazi propaganda which 

was beg1nnillg to infiltrate our own c1 ties. 
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I addressed many meetings in behalf of the boycott movement. 

Two a l as•tf g stand out in my memory--one in December, 1933, in 

the Chicago Stadium, which was attended by some fifteen thousand 

people. Tile meeting was addressed by Dr. Paul Hitchinson, and Dr, 

Cliarles Cl.a;yton Morrison of the "Christian Century," Dr. John Haynes 

Holmes of the Community Church of New York, Col., Raymond Robins, 

Sol.omon o. Levinson, and others. A resolution was •meni IJIOUSly adopted 

at this meeting "to Join in the condemnation of the inhuman conduct 

of the Nazi government and to ~d and cooperate to remove this vital. 

menace to liberty and civilization and to pledge ourselves to refrain 

from buying or dealing in any and all German materials, goods, and 

products, and to refuse to patronize or ride in German owned or 

controlled steamships or other means of transportation until. the 

stigma and curse of Naziism were weeded out of the German government . " 

In addressing this boycott ral.ly in Chicago, I stated: 

"Just why are we so aroused, so deeply stirred? Just why 

are we so passionately indignant at what has happened and is happening 

in Germany'l After all, we are not unaccustomed to persecution. Many 

pages of our history are red with the blood of Jewish martyrs . What 

makes this latest chapter in the story of the age-old persecution of 

Israel. so much more horrlbl.e and dreadful? Why are we ral.l.ying to 

fight against this thing as men fight against death and the plague? 

There are other countries in the world today where the Jews do not as 

yet enjoy fUll equality. 'l'here are other lands in which our bftthren 

su1'fer disabilities of one kind or another, What is the differeDce 

between them aDd Germany? 

"The difference is a very v1 tal one. In those countries 

especially of Eastern Europe were wr peopl.e do not, as yet, possess 
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a tu.ll measure of equality, they are hopeful of achieving it. They 

have come out of the Dark Ages practically rightless but by dint of 

effort and struggle over many generations they have achieved a measure 

of it. They are hopei'ul that they will achieve more. There is, 

theref ore, in their situation an upward climb, a constant ascent which 

gives hopefulness and confidence to their struggles and their sacrifices. 

"But, in Germany, the process has been completely reversed. 

In Germany there has been a throwback; that which was already achieved 

through blood and struggle has been again wrested away. In Germany 

our people through many generations of struggle had reached a position 

of freedom. They succeeded in winning equality and they have used i t 

worthily, From the days of Moses Mendelssohn to the days of Albert 

Einstein, they contributed to Germany's cultural, political, social, 

and economic life in fullest measure. In every department of human 

endeavor, the Jews gave to Ger:nany,and through Germany to the world, 

men of genius, in science, art, literature, in the things of the mind 

and the spirit--pe.thfinders, pioneers, men who wrote the classic text­

books of the new sciences . 

''What, therefore, has happened in Germany concerns us not 
? ? 

me.rely insofar e.s six hundred 'thousand men, women, and children of our • 

people are being trodden under the ruthless heel of tyranny because 

the security, wellbeing, and rights of Jews in the world are at stake. 

If Hitler succeeds (and there isn't the slightest doubt in my mind that 

he will~ succeed1 if Hitler succeeds in establishing himself and 

in using that great nation of sixty- ti ve million people as a base for 

his anti -Semitic campaigns throughout the world, then Jews are facing 

an era of dread, uncertainty, and conflict all over the world, It is 
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because we want to avert that cal.amity that we are determined to 

crush Hitlerism at the outset. I don't want this great land of ours, 

which bas been our hope and our dream, as is bas been the hope and 

dream of ma.nkind, this land which is built not upon one race but upon 

a hundred races, this nation into which all peoples have poured their 

blood and their dreams--I don't want this nation which was founded on 

the principle of the 'unalienable rights of all men to life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness, I don't want this land to be sullied, 

tp be dirtied by Naziism and Hi tlerism. " 

'lhe second meeting which I recall was the testimonial dinner 

tendered to William Green, President of the American Federation of 

I.e.bor, early in 1934. Mr. Green had given outstanding leadership to 

the boycott movement in the United States . He saw early and clearly 

the dangerous Nazi assault 

the American Federati on of 

"" '> •l .,,/'l ..:, .J' flA 1, ,..,, C\ 
on organized labor~ Under his guidance, 

~,,,e.r, 
I.e.bor dee,iei by unanimous vote th?tt • t 

JI ] J ).oin ritf stk c:: P!Jb]1 o epic 11 7 a1gan12al 1 rs 1 a off1eially 
Ti.,.._ 

Qli]opMcg "fl. boycott,.. aae1aatr 8c1z&i-lBMe goods and services untii the 

Ckl.'4 n awernrnent recoszt•cd llls:a zisfsb at t.'tie uezhd. 8 pe~Je pf Germany 

te orpn1 ze 1 nto 7aaaa file tu4epeaaeac tNde unions of their o-wn 

chQoe1ns, end whtl 8eiL&I§ ceded !CS bli@DSIOe .Pv!!CJ of pc:au1Lllllion 

of tbs I Li f)@OPle. 

At this testimonial dinner I said, among other things: 

''The same bloody hand which laid waste the Jewish coDIIIU.ni ty 

also destroyed all the agencies and institutions of mutual help and 

protection 'Which organized labor had established in Germany over a 

period of many years, outlawed its unions, scatte.red its forces, 

imprisoned its leaders, confiscated its funds, and reduced the w+clJ •a 

workingmen to a condition of feudal vassalage. 
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"'lbe Jewish people is fighting in self-defense against this 

rising tide of poll tical reaction, national chauvinism, and racial 

intolerance . But other groups, too, must wage a similar defensive 

war against this selfsame menace, particularly trade UDions which are 

the first to succumb whenever Fascism triumphs. It is, therefore, 

most logical that in the attack upon Hitlerism and Fascism, organized 

labor should form one unified front with the hosts of Israel against 

the common foe . For every anti -Semite is, under the skin, an enemy 

of freedan and of the working class." 
' t. 

When Samuel Untermyer resigned because of age from the 

presidency of the Anti-Nazi League, be requested that I succeed him. 
, ., 0 1.>►n f ~I.I /V\ 

I could not, beca\B e of rrzy many Zionist ccmm1. tments . Un,'tA!llc"lllV 

brilliant lawyer and law partner of Louis Mars all, c la 

ac.t.e ~erri/in tho J:-1')> I fiert t~atter VO ed WY!t.n energy 

and rffectiverless in many i~rtant un~ak:1.Ilgs. 

u"''tf{I,.~ '.) Shortly before death in 1940, he made a request that I 

should officiate at hi e funeral. When he passed away I traveled to 

New York and conducted the funeral services at his home, Greystone, 

in Yonkers. 
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~ ,- { fl .. ' ..VI r. 
I v ,rlso opposed to the re-arming of Germany. On March 4, 1951, I 

spoke at The Temple on "Shall We Re-arm Germany?" r said: 

V 

In January, 1952, I joined Professors Albert Einstein and Stringfellow 

Barr in sponsoring a Report on Germany '¥hich was issued by the Faculty­

Graduate Committee for Peace at the University of Chicago, whose conclusioa s 

were: 

---· -- ··- • ----

"The vital interest of both the United States and 
the Soviet Union will . mt permit Germany to become . 
strategically allied with one against the other. The U.S. 
proposal to re-arm West Germany and to incorporate it into 
the Western bloc;: in .fact threatens the peace. 

"A peaceful solution of the German problem is possible 
only if the big powers come to some agreement that will provide 
for neutralizing Germany. Such agreement cannot be reached by 
unilateral conclusion of "peace contracts" of p e ace treaties. 
Negotiations should be immediately begun among the four 
occupying powers for the conclusion of a joint peace tre aty 
with Germany, and providing for the withdrawal of occupation 
forces by East and West. 

"S¥ch a course could give an opportunity for the growth 
of democratic forces in Germany, and weaken the militarist 
elements. It would do this by measures against the re-creation 
of the Wehrmacht, in any form and by effective measure s for 
decartelization and the elimination of Nazi influence from 
points of vantage in public life. " 



__ ,. 

I know that no one's wisdom is adequate for the enormity and complexity 

of the political problems of our day, and no one can be absolutely sure of the 

correctness of the position which he takes on the fast-moving events of our day. 

But there are sound, moral principles of international relationship which have 

proved their enduring validity--and to these, in my darkness and confusion, I 

resolved to cling. 

And I believe that our world is moving toward these same principles--the 

hard way. 



rf1 I 

In 1939, the Second World War broke out. It was to mark the end and the 

,,, 
of e pires, of continents. The Jewish people suffered more ring this war than ,,, 
~ other people on the face of the earth. It y,,a,; the blackest period in its long and 

checkered history. Out of it was to em~ the State of Israel. 

~ Fra0:Uin D. Roosevelt wru1 the war-time laa.ler of our nation. In many 

,;,,' J, \.,,(! .. :; 
ways I admired Wm greatly. He was the eloquent spokesman of some of the;.;' ideals 

which inspired men of good-will in those searching and cri'tical years. I had voted 

for him twice, but on March 31, 1941, addressing my congregation on a subject which 

• "r:> 
was then widely discussed, "A Third Term for President Roosevelt?" I stated: ,.. 

"There are citizens who do not favor a third term for President Roosevelt, 

not because they are his foes--because they are his friends--the friends of the things 

he stands for. 1Lhese people greatly admire him. They fully appreciate the monumental 

servic!3s which he has rendered this country during these last seven years ••• They 

remember that Mr. Roosevelt, in 1933, took over a bankrupt nation which had gone 

through the disaster of twelve years of boom and depression. He came in as the 

head of a people in panic, a people whose indus try had been stalled, whose farms 

were languishing, a people prostrate not only materially, but even more so spiritually. 

They remember that Mr. Roosevelt succeeded in restoring their confidence and hope. 

He set about rebuilding what had been shaken or destroyed . •• They remember to 

this day, Mr. Roosevelt has not permitted the unemployed to starve, and has kept 

millions of our people from thoughts and acts of desperation. They bear in mind 

with gratitude th e fact that he established measures of social security, security for 

the aged and for the unemployed ••• 
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''All these measures he attempted to achieve within the framework of our 

system of private enterprise. And through the enactment of these measures, he 

succeeded in averting a violent political and economic upheaval in our land. 

"He has worked and is still working not alone for peace, but for a just peace. 

"And yet, because of their very admiration for him, these friends of Mr. 

Roosevelt of whom I am one, would urge him not to stand for re-election. The 

Third Term, my friends, is not a law, but a tradition, a tradition which reflects the 

political views of the American people, a c.-ustom even more powerful than a law. It 

is a custom which has not been violated in one hundred fifty years, and during these 

one hundred fifty years there have been critical times, some of them more critical 

than the present." 

''It i s particularly important in these days, when the indispensible-one-man 

rule is exalted in so many parts of the world at the expense of the democratic faith 

in laws and institutions rather than in persons, that it should not be repudiated. " 

W< N 
.!t.t;:~ft.et£.,p...;tla,ll;· 111111..,.t:11:1: qi,illA:Pfti&i.Qeee""iJB'IH!Mi•eiil'tt::11:1:ic:woo~:rra~an"";.;iean:;,a,niiid Mr. Roosevelt was nominated 

by th~e~B8eeml!fts,a•t11112111JPJ!aa•:t.t;, for a third term, I was asked by The Cleveland Press 

whether I would wish to express myself on the nomination of Mr. Roosevelt or 

on Mr. Wendell L. Willlde, who was nominated by the Republicans. 

In reply, I stated: ''My conviction as to the third term remains unchanged and 

so does my admiration for the policies and achievements of President Roosevelt. 

What I expressed in my March address represents a settled conviction. Only one 

consideration would have warranted a change of attitude, if the opposition candidate, 

in this case Mr. Wilkie, would have been an isolationist, representing a foreign 

policy at sharp variance with the sound and courageous one which President Roosevelt 
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has been presenting. In which case, the vital interests of civilization, now being 

threatened, would have outweighed any other consideration. Fortunately, Mr. 

Willkie has expressed himsel f clearly and unequivocably in favor of giving maximum 

aid, short of war, to Great Britain. " 

The Republican National Committee made extensive use of my statement. 

That was entirely proper. I was asked to become active in the campaign. I 

declined on the ground that it was an unvarying practice of mine not to participate 

in any political campaign. 

I received a warm note from Mr. Willkie: 

"Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am most appreciative of your statement released in th Cleveland Press 

of Tuesday, August 6, announcing your support of my candidacy for President 

of the United States. 

"As one of the outstanding Jewish rabbis in the country, as well as a 

noted liberal and leader in the Zionist movement, I am proud to have your support, 

and I am deeply grateful for all you are doing in my behalf. 

Cordially and sincerely, 

Wendell L. Willkie" 

Politics aside, I really admired this man whose vision in the midst of war 

reached out to the "One World", and whose deep humanity touched the hearts of men. 

In 1944, when President Roosevelt ran for a fourth term, I again voted for 

the Republican candidate, Thomas Dewey. This was looked upon as heresy and was 

deeply resented by many Jews and Zionists. There were prominent Zionists, close 

to the Administration, who felt that my Republicanism would prove embarrassing to 

the Movement in Washington. My troubles in the Zionist Emer gency Council in the 

next few years, to which I will refer later on, are in the main traceable to this fact. 

' 



Dissension soon developed vi thin the ranks of the American 

Zionists . At a meeting of the National Executive Comntttee, held on 

September 29, 1920, a resolution "to approve the proceedings of the 

American delegation at the Iondon Conference under the vise and 
'I 

competent leadership of the Honorary President (Brandeis) encountered 

considerable opposition. No vote was taken at this meeting. In the 

meantime, it was thought expedient that someone should approach 

Justice Brandeis and fully inform him concerning the criticism which 

had been voiced ,n «4a s : 1 .g_ 

I was delegated to see Justice Brandeis . I sav him at his 

modest a}?6l'tment in Stoneleigh Court in Washington on October 12th. 

, I submitted a lengthy memorandum of our conversation to the Executive, 

1~,. ...~" 
aa..r Justice Brandeis had approved ol its accuracy. 

Brandeis denied categorically that he had aey intention of 

breaking vi th the World Zionist Organization. 'lhe so- called Brandeis 

plan 'which he presented to the leaders of the Iondon Conference was 

his o~ in detail. It was Weizmann's as well. 

After 'lflY conversation vith the Justice, I was inclined to 

think that there was much more of misunderstanding concerni.ng all that 

had transpired than was at first apparent, and that much of the conflict 

of opinion was due to it. 'lhe Justice apparently could not present 

certain important facts to the del.egates at the time, nor could be 

explain in tull the reasons for the position which he was at times 

compelled to take. Some of the delegation were accordingly l.ed to 

certain conclusions, based on ignorance of the facts and on mis­

understanding. 

I had been critical of the Brandeis position in Iondon but 



had been made and irresponsible propaganda had been resorted to, to 

undermine the authority of the American Zionist leadership. 

'.!he rif't in American Zionism did not do the Movement any good. 
f"-r 

Fortunately, it did not last ~ long. Time and again in the many 

years of my association with ~e Movement, I observed its leaders, 

men of strong conviction and temperament, in the moment of sharp 

controversy act as if they would never speak to each other again or 
wf/'l \\ , 

were about to quit the l1 t. :a.it the cause which they served 

always mastered them 1■ ••• 1Rd. and whipped them back into line. 'llley 

were soon reconciled, tf snJJ 11 ; lb ►•• to resume some controversy 
... ~ 

on some other issue tho amt time. · "" 

~ fJot long after the Cleveland split, when many harsh words 

had been spoken and serious charges made, the principal participants 
.c.NO VI" I f- 1" ,.,,vJJ- a:= 

in the i'ray--Mack, Wise, alll! Lipsky--met on the aeae platform the 

" Natiaial Conference on Palestine in Boston in November, 1926. YI I 1. 

was ssJ)n@ ts rne1;1r au 6illli!ttgl!:d Hoit L 891■ 1~. Dr. Wise, in an 

impressive speech, declared: 11'.lhe role of Disraeli in Br1 tain is the 

role of WejzJDBnn in Israel, and we, your fellow Zionists, bid you God­

speed and say to you we will stand w1 th you and will labor at your 

side," Dr. Weizmann, in an equally eloquent speech, affectionately 

ad.dressed Dr. 'Wise as "my old comrade, collaborator, co-worker, and, 

if I may use the term, old war horse. " 

And..io it was with all of us. We feuded but we never hated. 

Always we were driven into united action at the behest of the urgent 

needs of our c0111DOn cause. 

'.!he so-called "Brandeis Graup" which, of course, did not 

resign from the Zionist Organization, met in Pittsburgh on July 3-4 

to plan its course of action. It resolved not to organize itself as 
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an opposition faction within the Zionist Organization of America, but 
ft,f' II(\ v ✓CI "<" - I 

to proceed forthwith to :' s f I ~, a st ff;; eee11.alld.o ect1 vi,:U,u ..in 

Palestine. lt craz;n:i•fKI> 1 tse' f . :1:!-nn-..•.-laio--Jb,a,jl1811iiii ii.I ail!llPia~·•hl~~JIIM•r•±li-£1.:.;•o,••11;igl'lo~:ll.l , 
/'t l,J'. "I , .. 

IIP!dfll C~tral Committee of Palestine Developnent League Wbl.,ell. a ::W 
r-1' .. F f ~· IJ'f 1 '· f('/"O:t.f' C..)viJ'-''-- c,, re _,.. r,o.:r~-c..7J• 

raise ~ funds and secure stock subscriptions for tilt 11 ; AlaeM i t-1:c.. , ,=-, t 
f\ 

wb:1 b 1 J la• founded »1: th s 21 rrciJ.. ----

,. At this Pittsburgh Conference, I lll8de an appeal for subscriptions 

towards the first project to be launched by the Council--a Palestine 

Cooperative Company to extend loans to credit unions and to cooperative 

consumers and producer societies 1-a----t! l tJ!tl.-. A SUlll close to a 

quarter of a million doll.a.rs was raised • ...---, 

(other projects were to follow--a Building wan Association 

and assistance in the financing of the Rutenberg Project for the 

creating of hydroelectric power. As president of the Central Committee 

of the Palestine Developnent League, I toured as far as the Pacific 

Coast during the months of August and September of 1922, in the 

interest of the Rutenberg project. The response was fairly good. I 

organized a number of Leagues in some of the principal cities of the 

~ United States and addressed numerous meetings. I succeeded in 

interesting the Central Conference of .American Rabbis in the work of 

the Council. 'Ibis was its first direct identification with any 

Palestine activity. 

att the movement of the so-called "Brandeis Group" never 

really got off the ground. Iacking an adequate organizational apparatus 

and en adequate propaganda machine, it failed to get widespread ·support. 

From the beginning I had urged that an effective organization of paid 

""""° workers end organizers also I J be set up 1111 a 1 f a •• • ls t 



Jewish National Fund and other Palestine causes, to form the United 

Palestine Appeal, 

'lhis was m.y first experience in the rough and tumble game of 

politics and I learned much, Everyone who ~ engaged in this bitter 

controversy was unquestionably a good Zionist, working for the good of 

the cause--but this did not preclude the al.l too human weaknesses of 

ambition, rivalry, and pique from entering into the situation. I saw 

how men rationalized their prejudices, and bow truth was often 

rendered helpless by a sustained and skillful propaganda of misrepre­

sentation. I saw how strong men stood up under attack and how others 

looked small even in their triumphs, 
~ 

'lhe First World War, which entailed so much suffering and 

tragedy for mankind, and the Communist Revolution, which shook the 

~ ~ foundations of Western society, also brought incalculable misery 
-;r l:S V'II ._ 

upon the Jewish people in Russia and :Eastern Europe. Omt r srJe in 

the United States, vbc bet 011cpsl die za,agc& ua• •i ±CS J 1 !011, 

moved swiftly to aid t.l\e1 r las 1 ■ S:o:Pt?mete l • z tllien. 

'lhe American Joint Distribution Committee C<Jl ducted campaigns 

to raise funds to help these victims of war and persecution not only 
';I• D .C.., 

in Russia but in :Eastern Europe and in many other lands. 'lhe cfot•• 

enjoyed splendid lay leadership and a competent and dedicated staff. 

Its services overseas won the co11111endation and confidence of American 

Jewry. 

In 1925 the leaders of the J,D.C. became interested in a 

project of large scale Jewish colonization in southern Russia and in 

th~ Crimea. 'lhe father of the plan was Dr, Joseph A, Rosen. He 

urged colonization as the most expedient fonn of reconstruction4,x•.-
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for the J,D.C. to undertake JeVish mass colonization in Russia, he f'Soi.ir<~i•~·,...: 

maintained, was feasible. hJI 'X1:X-11t;s,J erd O ,r;; I In aonditions 
,. -

,,,_ f It ¥ C CT 
there 1'c.to:eed: e'!li&--c 5 - C ,n. 

- 11,11\ l flt, .J'\C.0 
n~re oolo::-1 sett a Jeob b 7 erenssd 6'.ich interest among 

l P • I AMON'- '"T'"~ r u.,,t f • I' 
American Jevs, but also considerable opposition--especially among the 

I n,.. 'l"l "' f I'll >fl! t,f' .J~ ~ 
Zionist forces , vho feared that 9" vould be a severe competition to 

OtJfr011'(4. 
the colonization work i.n vh1 ob tho He.,•ew:nt.s ·.as pieeen't~ en@8@eo.-in, ,, 

• , ~/-1. ' ' • ' ~ A '- lr.S. r-1 IV r 
in Palestine. They J«:J:e brl ng:f ae th r11 1 de of .Jc stab 1 ef'ageelt-4n'to 

t he count-r,- ,as J]l!lrt bf their program 'to ouil:cl the Jewish National Home . 
f..V( I "I ' ,. Tl. f.. ~ H• t.itl\f ftto..rGc:r ft~r:, 

The J.D.C ~ planned a campaign 'to raise fifteen million dollars. 

The first nine million dollars would be set aside r. .. __ 

colonization w~ in Russia. [A National Confe:r~~!i: ~ j '1,ld in \ 
I 't .a_ S ' .,.- , P I.A tJ 4 I • 1"1 , , ~ I f"' t& N l., 

Fhiladelpbia in September of t)!lll;t flOM' •$€ d! wia attended by hundreds 
,.. s;,J 

of delegates fran all parts of the country.- He.n;; 1 tti iFof Awer'rcan 

.T eyry vere prieent. 
<. 

Zionist leaders also attended •M e C Psaanee and expressed 

their fee.rs and misgivings about colonization undertakings in Russia. 

''What about JeVish colonization in Palestine? " they asked. ''Why 

should not the two campaigns be combined?" ''Wherein is the Wisdom of 

dealing Vi th the Soviet Union, which the United States bas not yet 

recognized?" 
., •1 

, o .... .., 1¥\ 

{) NI O) ,-/C, fol"l, ftJ/.S f. I ,I/HJ A 0.. 0 
Logically, of course, the -. campaigns should have been 

pt.; l.~T 1.i ,Q.J 
~ 

A 

merged. They both aimed at the resettlement of Jews.the 1 , !1,a the 

C'l:;l.ress s ··---·· .. . *~•· However, the leaders of American 

Jewry were not yet re~ f or such a merger. It vould take five more 

years--the creation in Zurich of an enlarged Jewish Agency for Palestine, 

and the bloody riots in Palestine in 1929--to bring about the formation 



I was later present in Zurich when the enlarged Jewish Agency 

was final.zy constituted amidst much ceremony and rejoicing. It vas 
• 

the second high point in Dr. Weizmann's diploma.we career, the first 

being the Balfour Declaration. Be bad worked f'or it hard for alJDost 

a decade. High hopes were fixed upon the consUl'llll8.tion of' the enlarged 
i~, il 

Jewish Agency, but when it was consummated, ~•r bf I t ) & o to 

rece~,.... quickly. With the sudden death of Louis Marshall, and) 

(later of lord Melchet~ disintegra.tion set in. \. ':\'le anticipat1ou o! 

large financial support which the "notables" would provide, never v.-f<,~(\., "I. 1 '~ 



-66-

mots 1 31 1. Neither~. Weizmann nor J ti I Brandeis ever 

succeeded in moving the "big g1 vers" to large scale generosity. 

Actual.zy, less money was collected by the Keren Hayesod during the 

decade which followed the creation of the enlarged Jewish Agency than 

in the decade preceding i A 11■te1,ea~6:g fl&tbOf Cb WIS &v.rry 

record was et 

•-ta ow& fi,,.i te~ r t!ie vofta in 1929. 

t would take another World War, Hitler, and the threatened 

extermimtion of European Jewry to open the floodgates of Jewish 

generosity, and here, again, generosity flowed principal.zy from the 

masses of our people and from the middle classes. 

'lhis major effort of Dr. Wei:,:mann, unsuccesstul though it 

proved, was, however, not a total loss. '!he direct results were 

disappointing, but there were some valuable byproducts in terms of~ 
/l I'\ tl,A t' C' I\ U N Dr. rt , ""' '°,., e, N' 
]?I •1 ■BiO~"l and 1ncretUled prestige for the l-k>veinent. One is still 

left wondering, however, vbether these byprCIJd.ucts justified the years 

of labor, struggle, and controversy which had been invested in this 

enterprise. 
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~ ~ - ~,. ~ . 
of an Allied Jewish Campaign i'er- tne o a,111ei work of the J.D.C. in 

the Diaspora, and of the Zionist Organization in Palestine. 

At the Philadelphia Conference, a eoap2 sA c resolution was 
l'v I C.,"! Ill• I ,S. o It J <. fl r A#J ') !.) ,/ t t ~11 f\..i \.' fi 

finally agreed upon~ A paragraph was included which stated that: 

"The Conference regards it as self-evident that American Jewry, 

whenever called upon, is prepared generously to support the work of 

Jewish resettlement in Palestine. It is persuaded that through the 

Jewish Agency and other instrumentalities, the Jews of America will 

always give adequately and generously of their strength and substance 

to the performance of this great historic task," 

David A. Brown of Detroit, a most dynamic campaigner, who had 

earlier successful campaigns to his credit, was appointed National 

Chairman. 

'lhe controversy over Russian colonization, however, was not 

to end there. 

Prior to the Philadelphia Conference, I had written to Mr. 

Brown of my opposition ~• Wtc a 
I-

J 7 sd Crf> u t J s c~. He replied 
_, 
I,<, 

that he hoped that my final judgment woul.d be based upon facts as 
~ 

• J , 

presented and not upon any prejudices which may come through 1J1Y 
"-

feeling for the Zionist causet 

"You are IQ yitaJ •u oob oid3 ll!co 7 1 a I fies 711 •• ta th--
bsJenc~ of thf rrnmt;:y tbet 1 ask you again to withhold zyur r-. 
until all the t,cts ere 11,T@S@Pted tlxol To this letter I replied: 

" •... It is naive to assume that the settlement of a few thousand 
families upon the soil and the expenditure of a few millions of 
American dollars will reconstruct Jewish life in Russia--as the 

fg:'andioae publicity of the J.D.C. announced. 'lhe reconstruction 
of Russian Jewish life is contingent upon the reconstruction of 
Bolshevist Russia through the revision of its econom1c policies. 
'lhis will come to pass sooner or later. 

•''lhe resolution which was adopted-at the Philadelphia Con­
ference is in the nature of a compromise. I am pe.rfectly willing 



~ 

:, ti\ y Ll ,~ (IJ • ti 

, 
A. 

,fr, .,. 
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to abide by those decisions, although there seems to be room 
for various and opposing interpretations of these resolutions. 
If Mr. Rosenwald's position is to become the official inter­
pretation of this resolution--that the first nine million 
raised must go for Russian colonization, and if Russian colon­
ization will continue to be featured as the outstanding object 
of this campaign, many of u.s will find ourselves embarrassed 
when it comes to the task of assisting in raising the f'unds. 

,, I cannot free myself from the thought that for the price 
of a few thousand acres of confiscated land, Soviet Russia has 
purchased the finest propaganda machine in America. Marshall's 
address at the Philadelphia Conference was but one of the many 
apologies for Soviet Russia wich the spokesmen of the J.D.C. 
will be compelled to make in order to justify their colonization 
project . I note that an attempt was even made at the Conference 
to stifle all criticism of Soviet Russia--a government which has 
proscribed the teaching of our religion and wich is directly 
responsible for the godlessness and the appalling ignorance 
concerning our faith and our ideals of half the Jewish youth 
of Russia today ••• • u 

Not long after the Philadelphia Conference, David Brown sent 

out letters inviting a number of outstanding Jews in the United States 

to join a National Committee for the Campaign. In this letter he 

quoted the full text of the Resoluticn which bad been adopted in 

Ph1ladelpb1a but om1 tted the paragraph about the support for Palestine 

which was the very basis of the compromise. 

When I received the invitation to join the National Committee, 

I wrote to Mr. :Brown, stating that "I feel that until such time as it 

becomes apparent what you and your friends wil.l do in a practical way 

this year for col.onization in Palestine, I must refrain from partici­

pating in any campaign for Russian colonization. " 

My l.e•tWr in wl:Y.ea I decbned to serve as a l'Jational --ehairman \ 

oi\ t he CtlJ?'P,'""1 .71, uaa e,d iantlr bn=&Ft to::tb, ott.entt OP ef hJais 

/It ft Marshall, ·•a ' J vigorously championed Russian colonization at the 
~ 

Conference. MP- Marshall was the outstanding Jewish layman of his day. 

He was a ft Ji · ,i fr '!bampion of Jewish rights and was in sympathy w1 th 



/ , I 
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every constructive movement in Jewish life. He was a friend of 

Palestine and, within a few years, he was to become the prime non-
(J,/f 

Zionist mover in the formation of .aa enlarged J ewish Agency for 

Palestine which was consummated in Zurich in 1929. Mr. Marshall wrote 

me the folloving letter: 
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"'lbe Kalenin statement bears out the prediction that the 

settlement ot Jews in Crimea would create a menacing anti-Jewis.h 

oovement among the Crimean peasants. That such a hostile movement 

has already taken on serious proportions is indicated by the tact that 

Kalenin himself found it necessary to counteract it by an official 

appeal to the people of Crimea. 

"One is dist\U'bed, too, by the fact that according to the 

statement of Kalenin, the land placed at the disposal of Jewish 

settlers in Crimea is of an inferior quality, such as the Russian 

peasants could not use and such aa will require the investment of 

millions of dollars on the part of American Jevs before it can be made 

available for cultivation." 

'lbe Soviet government originally intended to use the Crimean 

colonizations "'as a base for a terr1 torial center of the Jewish nation 

in the Soviet Union. Aooord1»s to the plsn ,, Wac cconmac, I !Gp 

one of the )CMCT§ of tk1 Ksmet, Ats tizz t Fl b rt d tbs&W.d •ow~ 

wem,:to be set;t]e<L•t~ SO!Cidl J 146 to tt.e a:18:1!& 6€5111.u& Of 

; ... ~ ./-.J._,.~r 
C):1579, HO'IZtJEOS. 1928, the Soviet Executive Council_decided to 

A +'\"' tit " T<JI t'1 , 

establish &1Jewish agricultural sett] smart in Biro-BidJ~-eaCl.his 
t 1:i ~ 

put an end to all large seal~)' plans for Jewish colonization in 

Crimea~ l (Uolvei,1al,..JWiuh l!lneye-1:opeha, 1tiJ l; pi...99'1. )­

Aa.::.i~~--Jw>am, 'bbcatf'm-&•~•m _JII~ l1k ~ C petefed 
.$,; ltt it 's ;"'•~ .. .., 
oQi... American Jewish philanthropists bat becAlne excited about this . ' 
project, too, Yhi~h vas ph..1111:0. b;y the 8c.>t1el Union as a Jew1s.b 

-

autonomous repon 1n tbe Fa:r Faa,ezn pxovineea, 9'1t :f'er from Mapchukuo, 

l>D the Jmm "ltt~ 

( 'Ibis was also to be the fate of the colonization project in 
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the Dominican Republic in 1939. ~• of the•&rdl of,J,vigh 'r•~ees 

were t,o be so]; (pad thew Agreements were entered into between a 

group of Jewish philanthropists in tbe United States and the government 

of u&Ui j -•e Rafael "lo Trujillo. 'lhe first thirty-two settlers 

arrived in May, 194o. By tbe end of that year, some two hundred and 

ten persons bad been settled, and that was it! I"-''-" The Second 

World War practically put a stop to the transportation of Jewish 

refugees to tbe Dominican Republic, . and when the war was over nobody 

seemed to care very much about the project altogether. 

Zionism was making steady but rather slow progress in the 

first decade following tbe Balfour Declaration, 'lhe need for 

accelerating the pe.ce was keenly felt, and efforts were made to bring 

this about. 

Under the terms of tbe Palestine Mandate, provision was made 

for a Jewish Agency which was to act in an advisory and cooperative 

capacity to the mandatory government. The World Z.ionist Organizat.ion 

was recognized as this agency, but .it was to take steps to secure the 

cooperat.ion of all Jews who were willing to assist .in the establishment 

of the Jewish National Home, ~ Weizmann was eager to enlarge this 

agency so as to .include non-Zionists. His object was, of course, to 

involve the wealthier Jews of the United States and of other countries 

who did not wish to work through the Zionist Organization, in tbe 

economic developnent of Palestine and to tap additional resources for 

the Movement. To this end, he persuaded a group of prominent American 

Jewish leaders--Iouis Marsha1l, Cyrus Adler, Horace Stern, and Herbert 

H. :[Abmen ... -to call a ~partisan Conference to Consider Palestine 

Probl.ems," on February 17, 1924, at the Astor Hotel. in the City ot 

New York. 



colleagues and to urge them to bring about a reorientation of the 

traditional position of the Central Conference of American Rabbis on 

the subject of Zionism. 

'!be Central Conference of American Rabbis, the organized body 

of American Reform rabbis, was founded in 1889. Its founder was 

Isaac M. Wise, one of the leading Re_form rabbis of his day. He also 

founded the Hebrew Union College for the training of rabbis. He, as 
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well as his colleagues of those early days, were strongly antination­

alist or anti-Zionist and they set the tone for American Reform 

Judaism for the next two generations . 

In fact, their confr~res in Germany, where Reform Judaism 

originated in the early nineteenth century, had already set the tone . 

'Ihey confidently proclaimed that Germany was their Fatherland--a 

rather one-sided proclamation. 'Ihey needed no other homeland. The 

early Reformers were riding the high tide of nineteenth century 

liberalism, but they failed to note the dangerous shoals of nineteenth 

century nationalism, the trend towards the centralizing state, and the 

threat to the Jewish mi.nority of the fast deploying class struggle of 

their day. ~pecially dange~ W:6 !this oversl~~ a land like 

Germany, which was only just the.n recovering, after two centuries, 

from the physical and spiritual devastations of wars of religion, 

among a people periodically swayed by waves of hysterical religiosity, 

hysterical metaphysics, and hysterical politics, whose foremost 

religious leader in the sixteenth century could i ndulge in an ant i ­

Seml.tism which was matched only by the anti -Seml.tism of t he foremost 

political leader of Germany i n the twentieth century. 

These early Reformers were thinking of progress, as most men 

of their day did, in terms cio.tt:....,1~•••• 1111ii11t1111■27a•1i11e-,, an unbroken march 

,w.,:r,"'s '•" ~ ~'"'•' ,,.o,.._• 11 Plto. ,· i r or .. . ,"'' sc1c,.n1 1, forward, I'&the!-tb1n ,n • •• r of a ea111111ton al 9!JAJ;I oeJ 1110vements, 

which, over Qijjj] 6S61 p £Awe RiP hi and wlli,at reav.l.t onJt in a slight 

net t«Jvance for rnanld nd . 'Ihere were ample warnings all around them, 

por tents which less romantic eyes did appraise more r ealistically-­

si gns of an i rreconcilable opposition, an indurate racial, cultural, 

economic, and religious host1.u ty wru.CJ1 .uau not ru11.. ,,.oul.u riot accept • 
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return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship under the sons of 

Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish 

State. " 

Wae the Balfour Declaration vas i ssued in 1917.. "'liie Central 

Conference of American .Rabbis went on record at its Convention in 

1918: 

says: 

• • • 

"We do not subscribe to the phrase in the Declaration vhicb 

'Palestine is to be a National Homeland for the J ewish people' 

We are opposed to the idea that Palestine should be considered 

the ~OIDel¼ed of the Jews . • . The ideal of the Jew is not the 

establishment of a Jewish State- -nor the reassertion of JeWisb 

nationality which has long been outgrown. " 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis always favored the 

physical rehabilitation of Palestine for such Jews as may desire to 

go there and even urged upon Jews the duty to contribute to the 

reconstruction of the country, but it remained obdurate~ opposed 

to Zionism and to the establishment of a JeWisb National Homeland. 

a.it th.e sentiment of many of its members, especially of the 

younger generation, moved steadi~ away from this doctrinaire position. 
T -- l • , , 1 sopoaJ,.. co,uo c >J 1 0 0 1>1tc;;::b p ,uec:J' /Cf ii, ,..;q119 

Life waa forcing tbem to a new orientation, The exponents of the ,. 
classical, ~ti -Zionist position in tbe Conference were soon fighting 

a rear-guard action. The showdown came in 1935, at the Chicago 

Convention , It was now fifty years since the Pittsburgh Platform had 

been adopted. The Conference arranged for a re-evaluation of that 

Platform, more particular~ of its position on Zionism. 

Dr, Samuel Schulman of Temple Emanuel, New York, BDd I were 

invited to present our contrasting views . I tea, tzom ,tea ta t1 'DP, 

been baaa•si • ~ 4 ask agut:3 BJ M..g 1i Tl :tQ 4ellver a ~ennon or 

r f 
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reM. a paper at t!!:i r cgpyert• ors e11 b02St J&CJEC C I e!szte:l bo- Judaism. 

Judaism tm,gard Z4,..onism. This turned out to be the last major debate 

on the fl.oor of the Con1'erence on the subject of Reform Judaism and 

Zionism. 

Dr . SchuJrnan, in a scholarly paper, in the main defended the 

Pi ttsburgb pronouncemen~ aa 71 1 &, although he was far less dogmatic 

than he himself had been in 1918 a.t ._, Ca If cz foll oz,. l!I the 
I 

;! ssnan 11 ca Alt Ba:l:ro@ &rl J' ev . After all, much bad happened in 

the intervening years •••. Dr, Schulman acknowledged that the 

strength of what he called the nationalist party, consisted in the 

fact that it had emphasized the importance of Israel by calling it a 
Z.. oNIJ I>/\ 

nation. Indirectly, :16 had strengthened the backbone of Jewish 

consciousness, although it braced it artificially. • • • Its weakness 

was that while it wantno strengthen the backbone of Jewish conscious­

ness, it had assimilated away the Jewish soul by making Israel Ilg ., 11 

]j }ip "" 
11 a nation like other nations. 

He called for unity and not for bitter controversy ••1.,.1,_.a..,o 

over this issue • ~ "Let us work together, we the religionists and 

those who differ with us .•• Not to stand al.oof is our aim, but 

recognizing the value of Palestine for hundreds of thousands of our 

brethren in Israel, let us help increase the settlement; at the same 

• r ' 
time let us bravely uphold the truth that I 1 i t "rM■PS:lliliilli iec srae s DO a Ca 

,,r ... 710 t1's o~~J:aoyia.,-" It alwa¥S was, it is now, and,if it is to live at 

all, will always be a witness to God, " {C, C,A,R. Yearbook, 1935, 

p . 309 ff , ) 

fl ,.,<.,t. . ,.... ¥ •.J .J fl/ 
I n '11fY paper l took issue with the aco.epted thesis that the 

Jewish people was nothing more than a religious coIIIIIWli ty and that ~ 

mission to humanity precluded the idea of national restoration. 



American Council for Judaism, a notorious anti-Zionist group from 
:-ir-

wbi!ch the rabbinic constituency steadily withdrew, leaving it almost 
f 

entirely in the hands of superpatriotic laymen whose chief interest 

was not Judaism but anti-Zionism. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis, in the critical 

years of the last quarter of a century, during which time the battle 

for the establishment of the State of Israel was waged, and its 

foundations laid, maintained a positive, constructive, and most helpful 

attitude. Many of its members vere leading champions in the struggle . 

I had the honor of being elected President of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis in 1945 and 1946. 

Rabbis and social workers, Zionists and philanthropists, 

educators and labor leaders vere not the only ones vho were active,in 

these years,on the American scene. '!here were also so-called Jewish 

"intellectuals, " who sought to mold and influence Jewish life. The 

Menorah 1bvement, which was founded in the twenties, was the creation 

of such a group of Jewish int llectuals and was directed primarily 

towards the Jewish college studen"\ Its mouthpiece was the Menorah 

Journal, which vas founded by Henry ~ tz in 1926. 

Jewish "intellectuals" have alway been a problem to the J ewiab 

people. As a rule they are supercilious fri ..Jews, victims of a 

conscious or unconscious escapism. '!hey entertain either love nor 

reverence for their people's heritage . 'Ibey have cut eir moorings 

and are adrift. 

'lhe term "intelligentsia, " like the terms "protelaria " and 

"peasant," is really not applicaal.e to the structure of American 

soc.iety. 'Ibey belong, or belonged, to the social stratifications of 
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made the above general recomnendations on the territorial division 

ot the cOUDtey. 

At the Fortieth Ammal Coavention ot the Zionist Organization 

ot America, vbich met short}¥ atter the issuance ot the Royal Comm ssion 

report, in llev York City, the p?'OpOaed scheme ot partition vas the 

chief subJect ot discussion. ~ ,; 
n~ 

I vigorow1}¥ opposed it. fl "Great Britain had failed to carry 

out the terms ot the Mendete to facilitate Jewish iJlllligrati~ the 

clo settlement ot JWB on the land. Great Br1 tain had failed to 

li!Jrsi cal protection and security tor Jewish set.(lers during 
~ 

the recent Arab disorders. Great Britain bad undertaken to build a 
I Jewish Homeland in Palestine including both sides' of the Jordan . 

.Allllost imDediate~ Great Britain 111& cut ott trom the provisions ot 
/ 

the Mendate the whole ot TranaJordania, a / terri toey twice as large 

as the present Palestine. 

"llov, twenty years atter th"- l!altour Declaration, Great Britain 

vaa seeking to cut the Jewish BcateJnJ:- still further, to CODStrict its 

.............. to .,...1 .. .. r ... J •• _,.,,. to .......... 

a political and economic ~urdit:,. 'lbe hi spiritual exaltation ot 

by terroristic resi•tance on the part of certain intrm,sipnt Arab 

I 
e~nent-. in Pales ne, as by the failure ot the Mendeto 

to tul.t1ll the bliptione vhich it undertook under the te 

lfendete. 'Itl whole record ot the Mminiatration ot Palestine 

reference to the upbuilding ot the Jewish Hcaeland baa been a •eriea 

ot t&i~a, blunders, inaction, and non-cooperation. 
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-.de inevitabl.e by the stubborn and inh1Dl8D policy- of that government. 

I publicQ" approved ot this resistance both by the Haganab and the 

Irgun, and I tried to compose the bitter rivalry- between the two. .. .. r 
t./",(S 

f ' .. -\ 
At the 1'at1oD&l Conrerence tor Pal.estine, called by the 

United Palestine Appeal vhich aet in Washington in January, 1938, 
rr 

I was el.ected cbaiman to succ~ Bl. 8\ iJ, Wise, wbo had served in 

that cape.city in 1936 and 1937. 'Ihe Conterence was held eighteen 

~ after the issuance ot the British White Paper. A feeling of 

depression pervaded the Conference. Z10111st hopes had received a 

crushing blow. 

In accepting the chairmanship of the United Palestine Appeal 

at a time ot such low ebb, I felt that first and foremost it was 

essential to raise the morale ot the del.egates and workers and our 

Zionist constituency gene~. Without confidence 1D our ul.tillBte 

victory, the vork ot the United Palestine Appeal llOUld sutter 

eno:nnous],T. 

YayB confident that the inescapable logic ot events 

woul.d, 

inescapable l0g1c ot events! 

world would be closed to our people, 
, 

en all the door ot the 

torce open the door ot Palestine. 1 • 

rapi~ approaching. 

that hour, I believed, vaa 

Accordingly, I mde this t.be centrai theme ot ~ speech ot 

acceptance. 

pt' -I>'• -
.. "' C 

... 
(. 

ii-•, w 

' ~ 



-122-

"'Dus is one of the rare 1110ments in 'llfY lite. I am kee~ 

aware that the burlten involved is even greater than the honor. I am 
/ ,, 

the spiritual leader of a large CODSXes&tion vbich, ot cOlll'ae, has 

7 
the firs~ claiJI upon 'llfY time and~ 'llfY energy. ao.-ertheless, I do 

not teel Juatitied in decl1D1q, but I regard -,self' aa a conscripted 

/oldier. 'Dus is an hour of battle for X.rael. We are fighting OD 

all f'roDts. Bever 1D our history have we had to fight OD so many 

f'ronts at one alld the same time. I shall give to th1• campaign duriig 
/ 

the coming year whatever energies I can C()l1D118ud, whatever abili t;y I 

can comnaDl\1 whatever time I can ,.ommend, I shall tey to be more 
, 

than the DOlllinal head of the campaign. I am assumlng responaibili t;y, 

and I assume, also, . that you wish me to take on a f'ull measure of 

authority. 

"I shall try to benefit by the accumuJated experiences of ours ,,,,.. 
~ 

I shall tey a few new experiments, a few new ,, 
shall make an effort, with your cooperation, during the 

coming ;year to capitalize on the wide•l)read pro-Palestine sentiment 

lmich exists ftJDO!'f> our people everywhere. I have t'onnd that vbile / 

ideologicaJl;y all of our JfeO;le ma.;y not be ready to cOlllld.t theme ~ 
to our Zionist p~ there are reaJJ;y few Jews in this c tey who 

are doing any thillking at all--and moat JtNs have been e to think in 

the laat few yeara--who have not become Palestine-mi ed and Pale•tin• 

s1mi-th1zers. I shall tey, as tar as I can, to organize that sentiment 

and to capitalize upon it. 

"I should like to see banished from our midst in these clq8 

the mood ot defeatism, the mood of deape.1.r. Bo people is at its beet 

vhen it is frightened. You cannot &PJle■ l to the generosity of people 



"I appeal. to you to go forward as the emissaries ot that 

faith, courage, and vision which have not been d1DPQWI in two thousand 

year&! II 

I served 88 chairman ot the United Pa.l.estine Appeal for six 

years, relinquishing the position in January, 1944, to concentrate on 

the work of the American Zionist Emergency Council. In the course of 

those years I traveled all over the country, addressing hwnred.8 of 

meetings, opening the campaigns in maDY ot the principal cities in 

the nation and in the u. P.A. Conferences at the beginning ot each 

annual campaign. 'lbe income of the U.P.A. grew from year to year. 

From direct contact with the Jewish C('lmnJn1 +.ies of the United States 

I came to knov their leaders and they came to knov me. 'Ibis was to 

prove a valllable asset to our vork in the Emergency Council later on. 

I also served 88 General Chairman of the Cleveland Jewish 

Welfare Fund for six years (1935-~1}. Cleveland, I am proud to state, 

nov l.eads the entire country in its contribution to the United Jewish 

Appeal.. 

When the story ot American Jewry during the Second World War 

is ~ told, it will be found to be one ot h1gbl1gbts and deep 

sbNlolfs. Many tine and noble things vere done. Many sad mistakes 

vere made. Great opportun1 ties vere missed. 'lbe errors vere tbose 

of the mind, not ot the heart. It vill also be found that tbe masses 

vere tar ahead ot their leaders. 'lbeir instinctive judpent was 

sounder, their demand and readiness tor action more forthright and 

detemined. 'lbe var matured .American Jevry. It brought ua close to 

the orbit ot Jewish life and to tbe heart ot the Jewish problem. 

Just as America became central to the world'• political and economic 

• 

,, 

-
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lite, and the decisive factor in the winning of' the war, so American 

Jf!IW'r7 became central and indispensable to the total li:f'e ot world 

Jf!IW'r7. American Jf!IW'r7 waa quick to grasp the new situation aa well 

as the new cb•JJenge which contronted it, and to the best of' its 

ability it tried bard to meet that ch.aJJengl!. As the true knowledge 

of' :&lropean concU tiona came to be understood, the response of the Jews 

of' America became increasingly more generous. It is dif'ticult to 

estimate what the total public and private aid amounted to, but it is 

a cred.1 table record. '.lhe Jews of' America keen.1¥ felt the impect of' 

the appaJJ1:n.g tragedy which bad overtaken their people, and reacted 

to the obligations of' Jewish solidarity.~ 

One_ ot the aecrets of our__survinJ is that tb,.a_DeYer vu e ~ -== .. 

any~ l s; ,, ..U0n£91l enc t»s•• om peop.14 ·•U e•eter ewePL_ov~e.r any 

•c:g...eats 6f ew Nl"np!e ~ere. '!be bond of' Jewish unity was again 

tested during these years of' wrath and was found strong and durable. 

a.it there was another factor. '.!here were, in many instances, close 

f'amll.y ties which bound together the JfNB of' America with those lbo 

were living and dying in the several hells of' &u-ope. Deep called 

unto deep--and the hearts ot men living in the security and f'reedolll 

of' a blessed land vent out to bt&l!&ir ttd tilt+.; •>ttsn nri wYmr, 

k1 th and kin, wbo lived in the shadow of death, laDguisbed in 

concentration cempe, or walked the dolorous roads llbich led to death 

in the gas chanbers or to other human slaughter peu. IC,yriada ot 

personal anxletiea and tragedies deepened and intenaif'ied the 

compaasicmate ettorta of' American Jews to auat&in and to reecue the 
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A valuable byp-oduct ot the numerous campeigns which vere held 

in our country year atter year vaa the education given t o 01r people 

in the realities of Jewish survival. 'lbese campaigns made necessary 

the organization of Jevs in fff!ry c-onnnm1 ty and of all classes and 

elements of J evry. In each "OPIJD>D:I ty new leaders came to the frcmt, 

mar:iy of them young, energetic, and forward-looking, who were proud to 

be associated with a vital Jewish service and who derived deep 

splri tual satisfaction fl'OJII their new and chosen association Vi th the 

life of their people. 

Dur1.ng the time that I vas Chairman ot the United Palestine 
• 

Appeal, a enrtaa••••f emae .. over the issue of nat ional budgeting. ~ .. "'" 

' 'lbe Council ot Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds vaa 

orgam.zed in 1933 to provide central services for Jewish c,,emudty 

organizations and federations throughout the country and to enable 

them to eYcbenge experiences and plans and to act together tor joint 

purposes. 'lbrougb the years, the Council reDdered excellent service 

• to-11i~iiei.1=i11111RRi!RJl1■1111 .. JhcaW'!iherih.-c:e~o••11111 ld:•f~. 

, 

In 1940 & movement was set &foot &1110ng some ot the 11e1Rbers of 

the Council to set up a national budgeting cOlllllittee in order to study 

national and overseas agencies, to obtain complete data from such 

agencies, to evaluate the vork ot each agency, and to reNWDeDd ..... 
I I ff 

the eea••F--tu c & I 5 e allot.-nts to the different agencies. 

A rc:cmdttee vu appointed by the Board of the Council to study this r , .. r.. 
.. ,,. ,. 

su~. 'lbe mm>e111 at the Oe&cil--Jacob Blaustein, William Schroeder, 

Sidney &llander, and William Roa~-enthuaieatjcally approved ot 

the idea. 'lhe :Board of the Council, meeting on October 26, 1940, 

•P.PJ'Oved the proposal to set up a national budgeting ccadttee. 



Underlying this action was the belief that local. "OJIIDIJDj ties .£6-

th ulsas were not in a position to Judge the relative needs and 

services of national and overseas agencies, that factual reports alone 

were not sutticient, and that it vould be helpful II I fosf•bl.e to 

obtain ev J tfsss osd ?'E"'ODIDe"dations from a national. cCllllllittee 

representative of all federations and welfare f'unda that could ex•m1 ne 

and weigh the situation much more •••• •lr end intensive~. 

Tremendous opposition developed to this proposal, and a 

controversy raged among the Jewish cODIP!rn1ties in the UD:1.ted States 

over it. 'lhere were Jll8DY', s0111e w1 thin the Counci 1 its elf, who 

regarded it aa marking a sharp departure from the previous f'unction 

of the Council, which was pure~ tact-finding. 'lhe Council had 

never undertaken to tell the ,;,mnam1 ties how much they should g1 ve 

to this or that agency. MIiey felt that the new proposal presented 

the danger of putting too much power ultimate~ in the hands of a 

eme J l group of people. 

Despite the position of the proponents that recamendations 

to the cOIIIIIUJli ties would be pure~ advisory, the opponents felt that 

the reev1 endations in thaaelves woul.d carry mch weight and 

authori t;y and would in actual tact be more than advisory. 

'lhis proposal was o/sslly presented ti cbe General Aasemb~ ,,. 
of the Council which met in Atlanta, Georgia on January 31, 1941. 

Point was given to the arguments of those wbo favored national 

bw!geting by the fact that the Joint Distribution Connd t:tee and the 

United Palestine Appea) bad failed to agree on a Joint campaign for 

1941 and had announced independent campaigns. 'lhis gave tae proponents 
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the Jewish Agency for Palestine--must see to it that at least its 

lldn1mmn requirements are not placed in the hands of a so-called 

neutral, non-Zionist body; that at least its minimum requirements 

are protected. Whil.e, therefore, we never opposed the principle of 

an allocations colllllittee--in fact, it was the U.P.A. which suggested 

i t--we llllSt insist that at least 1 ts basic requirement should be 

earmarked at the outset so that a so-called neutral body, if it so 

desired, coul.d not strangle the JDOvement by the simple device of 

tightening the purse strings." 1 

,,,.. ...J ~ !if\"T" 
'llta1e ls • J '•• ••• st aot ~ fe1 f1;y. f'-6 ~ 

..,._ " '-
F.arly in the year 1942 I received an invitation from Dr. 

We:t z:rnenn to visit England in 'hebal t of the Palestine Appeal. Campaign. 

I -I 
1'1, ~raveling by clipper, by wa;y of Bermuda and Lisbon, 

I arr1 ved in England on March 9th and was met by a comm! ttee beaded 

by Dr. Weizmann :ln the Paddington Station. I stopped at the Dorchester 

Hotel. and after dinner that evening I wal.ked out into my first blackout 

in London. It was a weird and ghost~ experience. I later stepped 

into the Underground shel.ters where men, vomen, and children were 

sleeping on iron cots in three tiers whil.e passengers were wa1 ting 

for their trains. 

'lbese were distressing times for England • .. pt M r-~te 

~J)_:Pt}J ~••nnd...etftii'!r1Di blcom 1n tbe .... -But. 'I'he wounds of 

~, Singapore, Rangoon, Java, and Bl1rme. were still tresb. 'lbose 

were dark days also for our peopl.e and trying days for our Movement. 

While the f'ull extent of our people's tragedy at the bands of 

the Nazis wae as yet not known, enough vaa known of the Bazi's 

diabolic plans to exterminate European JfNZ'Y to fill u.a al.l. with 
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horror. Our Movement vas 1.mpal.ed on the horns of a tragic d1Jemne. 

Jews everywhere vere, of course, sol!~ behind Great Britain and 

her allles in the war against the c0111110n en~ of civilization. ~t 

•1r=11w1a compe.lled to resist Great Br1 ta.in in Palestine 

because, as the Mandatory Government, it had shut the doors of 

Palestine against our ref'ugee.i, vbo vere desperatel.3' seekf.ng asylum 

from Hitler's concentration camps and gu chambers. Palestine Jews 

were ~~ fighting in the armies of Great Br1 ta.in, but the Haganah 

and Irgun, each in its ovn vay,. had to resist Great Br1 ta.in in 

Palestine in the hope ot saving the hapless remnants of our people 

f rom extermination. 

lllose vere the days of the White Paper. I arrived in Iondon 

Just ten days after the sinlting of the Struma--the . 1'116t uh11t 11 1,:ld 
'>: , " .J r , - C I ·• v--f' 1 ,J ·• 

I' 

_ s~}r sll Jew.tels re-cos • .::it had been turned away from the 

• • 
shores of Palestine and had I t t ii in the Black Sea. 

Upon rq arrival,! met with the representatives of the press 

at the central Zionist office, 77 Great Russell Street. I spoke to 

them of the pressing and urgent problem or our Jewish ref'ugees, the 

victims of our c01111110n enemy, and of Palestine, which should be open 

and available to them, for in Palestine the Jewish people bad an 

internationaJ Jy accredited legal status tor vhich they had to tb•nJs 

Great Britain. 

'"lhe llaltour Declaration vu a product of great poll ti cal 

vision and statenwnship and ...... nated from the deep hnmen1ty and the 

fine spi,ritual sense of the English people; and the Jewish people v1.ll 

forever remain gratef'ul. to this act of sta~8JDBnsh1p, bumen1-ty, and 

friendship. 
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-Two important coorerences were to be beld)'in the next two 

years ~ n the United State~ vbicb were to prove decisive in the history 

ot the Zionist Movement. 

An extraordinary aonrerence vaa called by the :Emergency 

Comittee tor Zionist Attairs in New York City, May 9-11, 1942, at 

the Biltmore Hotel. It was the first general conrerence ot all the 

Zionist groupings in the United States since the outbreak ot the var 

and the first important Zionist gathering since the World Zionist 

Congress in 1939. Chaim Wt"izmeon and David Ben-Olll1.on were present. 

'!he aims ot the Conrerence were to bring about unity in 

Zionist ranu 11n~tllibaR!ili71ai •· •••-•· ee1s and to tonmflatlt Zionist aims in 

anticipation ot the end ot the var and the Peace Conference vbicb vu 

to follow. Both - We$ zmenn and David Ben-Gurion dell vered important 

programmatic addresses. I participated in this eonrere»ce. 

The Biltmore Coorerence passed some important resolutions. 

Foreaost among them was: 

"The Coorerence urges that the gates ot Palestine be opened; 

that the Jewish Agency be vested v1 th control of iimd.gration into 

Palestine and v1 th the necessary authority tor upbui lding the country, 

including the developnent ot its UDOccupied and uncultivated lands; 

and that Palestine be established as a Jewish Conmonvealth integrated 

in the structure of the new democratie world." 

o-called Biltmore program cons 

refused to to 

e practical task ot builcllng th Jeviab 
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the tema of the Mandate in a that would freeze "the Jewish Com-

namity to a permanent mino y status, " and the var situation which 

would eventually bring i ernational factors to b 

of Palestine, prompt 

stand. 'lhis d r a Jewish 

tinal'.cy sane oned also by the 

¥" .... re program vas 

COIIIIIJ.ttee of the Zionist 1'~ E 
6 6 

in Jerusalem. " 

stand on the ultimate aim of the Movement. " 

* * 

t meet again for the 

the otticia1 Zionist 

* 

On August 29, 1943 the American Jewish ConfeNDce met at the 

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City. It vas held in anticipation ... 
of the problems that would face the Jewish people in the postwar 

I;/.. Prt; o tc A Tl g ,J 

period 
I 

ne. It had been planned at a preliminary 

meeting of thirty-two national Jewish organizations which had been 

held in Pittsburgh earlier in the year and which had been coDYOked at 

the initiative of Henry Jibnsky, President of the B'nai B'rith, one 

ot the t~ great lay leaders which American Jewry produced. At 

this meeting it had been decided to sUDIDOn an American JewishJ,resemb:cy 

(the name waa later changed to the American Jewish Conference) I t th 

1ii9nlt a organized on democratic lines, to establish a COJmlOD program 

of action in connection with postwar problems, relating to the rights 

and status of Jews in the postwar world, to conaide.r and recon-el'd 



.t t\ ~tJ't/o ~ 
C. ,I.; .. 

" 
L,tt I fl t'9', 1• I 't. b l f 

I\ t O • A .'2. lt.: ,C., e,:. , t,t<'t '(\ ~ t'Cf\0~ 1~ l•1. 1-:\1 

L I 6 
I 

'"' r 
~(i~)1 

0 ;::- r O I.. "N ' ,,,. wu f\.n 

p1i·,,~--- t.:r. 

, .. W611J~Q r'i 

' .J l O "-" ,; - , l" () I'\. ft CJ N 1"' rt ' ~ y { 7 l{ ~ f\. t: J/ 

OU'- W O(\.'< 
rtv 

(.) F-

{ . 
u· 

l Glw" f f 
/ I r./ 

QI 

,-Jo ' oJ 

r I CtJ I 

' I\ IV C,.. 

A \... 

:1 w ,Si I.I ' .,. I 

Sf{;'-K\:tl., cff:- '7ij E;: ' "'..1.(bNf:rr ~ l • ( ~
11 



-137 a-

Home. We <"emend-4 DOW a Jewish ,,w .. 4¥ealth within the comonvealth 

of tree nations. 'lbe bitter experience of the British Mandate led to 

this insistence. Great Br1 tain had undertaken the Meoda-t;e in full 

recognition "of the historical connection of the Jewish people with 

Palestine and the grounds tor reconstituting their National Home in 

that country ••• 11 (Breamble to Mandate, November 2, 191J) 'lbis 

caami tment ~ been pursued with any energy. England tended to 

look upon local d1ft1cul.t1es associated with the Jewish Homeland as 

unnecessary disturbances of the status quo, instead of as a natural 
L..-n <j'I\- :, k. 

part of tee. 1 1t assigned, t I b • l'fo considered attempt had been made 

to bring home to the Arabs of Palestine the tact that the Balfour 

Declaration was inter-allied policy and, later, that the Manda+.e vas 

inte.rnational law, and the first evidence of recalcitrance on their 

pa.rt -- the riots of~ 1921--were rewarded by a temporary sUBpension 

of Jewish Ulllligration. 

Concession led to concession. The White Paper of 1922 declared 

that 11'lbe terms of the Balfour Declaration do not contemplate that 

Pal.estine as a llbole should be converted into a Jewish National. Home, 
, 1.,. .., s: 

but that such a home should be established in Palestine. 11 I J 2 

Transjordan--three times the area of els -Jordan--vas arbitrarily removed 
I, 

i-~~ I F•"'•' / lt ' ;I 1( '" · ~ 

from the I & :> the Mandate and closed by administrative decree to 

Jewish iJIIDi.gration. In 1927 a Br1 tish cOllllliesion, beaded by Sir Walter 

Shaw, found Jewish iJIIDi.gration and Jewieh land purchalle the caUBe ot 
f'w J" • y t I _.S 

political unreet--ee further Ulllligration ta! ba ■D suspended until 

another report could be me.de. In 1930 the first of a series of British 
f+..1/,..,,,.. • .JS (('V~ 
-&!J@( Qla•s (Sir John Hope Simpeon) tried to justify iJIIDi.gration Q.vc-~" s 

i. ►T"•' Y"J 
xw,• I If••• 011 the baaia of assumed ab1c.xsu,ie limits. 'lbis policy of , --: 
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'Tl'•'-1' L, "",1,..n.- , 

~; , r gration rf'.}t,2/:~ne had reached its Wlf'ortunate conclusion 

in the Macdonald Wh1 te Paper of 1939 which .a:, as we have seen, not 
L.,..:,.·JcJ ~ 

only-1/sd !,!! f'UJrure Jewish imnigration -,;; a total of seventy-five 
~ ...,._ 

thousand "-d- 1 hwd I ti r declared "It is not a part of their policy 

that Palestine should become part of a Jewish State." 

'ibis was a complete repu.diation of the Be.li'our Declaration and 

was so characterized in June of 1939 by the Bermanent Mandate's Com­

mission of the League. 

At the Biltmore Conference, Zionists looked ahead to the end 

of the war, determined that the Jewish National Home would not again .,o'i" e .; 

So'<J . ·!LP ,111',r:.. 1'Z> ~vq;:... _ th~f'oreign policy of' another mandatory. Simply put, if' 

the Jewish Homeland vas to stand firm, its Jewish citizens must be 

. .... Cu <..}' t"Al<t!: 
vested w1 th control of' imm.gratton. Any other control 1P •• iDllligra-

tion a pawn in selfish piilitical maneuvers which have no reference 

whatsoever to the rights and the needs of' the Jewish people. 'l'bis 

demand f'or a Jewish c0111110nwealtb was subsequently endorsed by the 

Inner Actions r<mn:1 ttee of' t.be Zioniet Organization in Jenaal.em and 

by &ll major Zionist groups. 
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groupiogs were given proportiona1 representation on each Conference 

coDlllittee, ea.eh group designating its own representatives and each 

coDllli ttee electing i:::..t.:....s~ o~wn..:........o~f::..:ti~ c:...;;e.;;:.r _c;.s .;;... ----=-:--:~~--:.----:---:--::--~ ---
rtly before the Conference--as I shall shortly relate--I . ... r.:> 

accepted 
I 

A"-.f"rt, ,.1..., :.z,.,,.; ,.7 ~ "-t-....,.,,~,,,.:y C.c.;,,,,.:. 
chairmanship of the A D ■ u e. and w1 th it responsibill t 

for the 

American Je,,rry had to 

and rehabill tation program on 

ian service but one which of 

Conference even some lo 
-; 1v:,., .. 

poll ti cal work in the United State ~ 

iiii.lat li ze 

tt--wa:s-c~~-t it 

enro 

• Once ap.in 

to settle for a rescue 

Jewish home. At this 

in rocking 

Conference unit. I ted a speak "ZioDist 

Bloc " • 
The fourt.1Yplena:ry session ot the Conference, 

, August 30th, vu devoted to a symposiUJD on 

a aession that I spoke. I vu given the time allo,~"' 

to th .American Jewish Congress. The time of the General ZioDists 

~ID assigned to other speakers. 

'""1' dear friends," I said, "the Jewish people is in d.anger of 

caning out ot this war the most raY86ed ot peoples and the least 

healed and restored. 

''The stark tragedy of our raY86e baa been al'111ndan+.1y told here 

and elsewhere--trag:l.c, ghastly, unredeemed. To rehears 1 t again 
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action upon all atters looking to the 1mpleme:ntation of the rigbte 

ot the Jewish people Vi.th reepect to Palestine, and to elect a 

delegation to carry out the program ot the American Jevieh Aeeembly 

in cooperation Vi.th the duly accredited representa'tives ot Jevs 

throughout the vorl.d. 

Five hundred delegates attended the Waldort-Aetoria Confer­

ence, one hundred and twenty-five represen~-aational organizations 
• ~ ... o.-.' e. 

and three hundred and seventy-five • JfflP e:J,.cted by the conmm1 t.1es. 

EleE:l«t!iiaifi,un1 i:i;itbt1r!lct::ibae,;l,dL4..JiJlnu1sll,jeqraa:a~s•t•stll.n._oi,;1f::.J:I 1111 iiil•t~en. At least two 

million, two hundred and fifiy thousand Jen participated directly 

n ,. or indirectly in the local elections ot delegates to tile eiaan 

J d l• Conference. All shades ot opinion 1u flll.1 I t n ,!evi"lh 

CQIO -•· -1,y.; vere represented tt th C P : wce--Zioniets and non-
~,..._ fr ii ti 

Zionists, Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Jews--labor leaders and 
I\ 

many wbo belonged to no special group. All groupings were given 

proportional representation on each Conference cOlllld.t'tee, each group 

designating 1 ts ow representat1 ves and each collllli. ttee electing its / 

-=--G1 '-l~v\ . ow officers. 

'lhe rourth plenary session ot the Conference, vhich vu held 

on lt>nday night, August 30th, vas devoted to a symposium on Palestine. 

It vu at this seseion that I spoke. I waa given the time allotted 

to the American Jevish Congress. 'lhe time ot the General Zionists 

had been assigned to other speakers. 

''M.r dear triCDda, " I said, "the Jevish people is 1n danger ot 

coming out ot this var the a,st ravaged ot peoples and the least 

healed and restored. 

'"lhe stark traged¥ ot our ravage has been al>imd•n+-ly told 

here and elsewhere--trag1c, ghastly, unredeemed. 'l'o rehearse it -&&1.n 




