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BOOK THREE

The State of Israel was now established but it was fighting for its
very life. It should be remembered that what was finally achieved was
achieved through bitter struggle on the battlefields of Palestine far more
than on the political battlefields of Flushing Meadows and Lake Success.
The United Nations was unable or unwilling to implement its resolution
of November, 1947. The Jews of Palestine had to implement it with
their blood and sacrifices. The moral strengthening which the United
Nations resolution gave us was of enormous importance, as was the

assistance which it gave us later during the armistice negotiations. It

is clear, however, that there would have been no armistice in the fighting

in Palestine which lasted for nearly a year if the Jews had not fought and
decisively defeated the invading armies.

The final validating seal upon the political victories which were won,
was set by the remarkable military victories of the greatly out-numbered
and poorly equipped fighting forces of the Israeli themselves -- the Tz'va
Haganah Le-Yisrael. Without their victories, our political victories
would have been in vain; without our victories their military victories
would probably also have been in vain. It is the people of Israel themselves,
aided by the political assistance which they received from their fellow-Jews

throughout the world, who established the State of Israel.




In the months which followed the proclamation of the State, there
was severe fighting in Palestine. Egypt, Transjordan, Iraq, Syria, and
Lebanon invaded the country and Israeli forces clashed with them. The
United Nations Security Council did nothing to defend the new state under
attack but issued several cease-fire orders. It set up the office of a
United Nations Mediator for Palestine to promote a peaceful adjustment of
the future situation of Palestine. Count Folke Bernadotte of Sweden was
appointed Mediator. The boundaries of Israel were not firmly determined
and attempts were made as part of the effort to achieve a peaceful adjust-
ment to alter the boundaries set forth in the United Nations resolution.

A very dangerous political moment for the new-born State of Israel
followed the publication of Count Bernadotte's report in September, 1948.
The plan which Count Bernadotte prepared assigned the Negev, two-thirds
of the territory of the State of Israel, to the Arab State and placed the city
of Jerusalem under United Nations control. The American government
gave its unqualified approval to this plan. A determined effort was made by
the representatives of our government and those of Great Britain to rush

through an approval of this plan in the General Assembly of the United

Nations which was then meeting in Paris, hoping to capitalize on the public

indignation which the tragic assassination of Count Bernadotte had aroused.

This was a reversal on the part of our government almost as serious as that




of March 19th when it called for the scuttling of the Partition plan and
proffered a temporary trusteeship in its stead. It was necessary for the
American Zionist Emergency Council to get into action again in order to
persuade our government to abandon the position which it had taken. This
was not at all easy. As so often in the past, our government, both the
Executive Branch and the State Department, suddenly became completely
non-communicative on the subject. In the name of the Emergency Council,
I sent on September 23, 1948, the following telegram to President Truman:
""We have relied on the loyalty of the American government to the
United Nations Partition Resolution of last November, on your personal
commitment and devotion to this policy and on the platform pledge of the
Democratic Party to support the State of Israel within its fixed boundaries
and we have accordingly been profoundly shocked by Secretary Marshall's
unqualified endorsement of the recommendations of Count Bernadotte which
would reduce the area of the State of Israel by two-third leaving it a miniature
state incapable of large-scale settlement of refugees. The citizens of Israel
who reluctantly accepted the partition of Palestine last November and who
have since successfully defended the borders of their new state with their

blood are now being asked to accept another partition of their small state.

This penalizes Israel for having accepted partition and rewards the Arabs

for having attempted by force of arms to upset the United Nations recom-

mendation. We appeal to you to prevent the imposition of such iniquitous




terms on Israel and to stand by the pledged word of your administration
and of the American government which accepted without reservation the
November 29th decision and which my May l4th gave de facto recognition
to the new State of Israel. "

Both political parties were persuaded to include planks in their 1948
platiorms approving the claims of the State of Israel to the boundaries
which had been set forth in the United Nations resolution.

The Republican National Convention, on June 23rd, 1948, adopted
the following plank:

""We welcome Israel into the family of nations and
take pride in the fact that the Republican party was
the first to call for the establishment of a free and
independent Jewish commonwealth. The vacillation
of the Democratic Administration on this question
has undermined the prestige of the United Nations.
Sub ject to the letter and spirit of the United Nations
Charter, we pledge to Israel full recognition, with

its boundaries as sanctioned by the United Nations,
and aid in developing its economy. "

The Democratic National Convention, on July 14th, adopted this plank:

"We pledge full recognition to the State of Israel....
We approve the claims of the State of Israel to the
boundaries set forth in the United Nations resolution

of November 27 and consider that modifications thereof
should be made only if fully acceptable to the State of
Israel. We look forward to the admission of the State
of Israel to the United Nations and its full participation
in the international community of nations.




"We pledge appropriate aid to the State of Israel in
developing its economy and resources.

We favor the revision of the arms embargo to accord
to the State ol Israel the right of self-defense. We
pledge ourselves to work for the modification of any
resolution of the United Nations to the extent that it
may prevent any such revision. We continue to support,
within the framework of the United Nations, the inter-
nationalization of Jerusalem and the protection of the
holy places in Palestine. "

After much arduous labor we succeeded, on the eve of the national

elections, in obtaining a clear statement from both the political candidates

in opposition to the Bernadotte plan and in favor of the territorial integrity
of Israel. President Truman stated that he would not agree to any change of
the United Nations November, 1947 decision that would not be acceptable to the
State of Israkl.

The Bernadotte plan was rejected by both the Arabs and the Israeli.

The Negev was finally secured by the Israeli fighting forces.




Chapter DD, page 1 Insert

A dramatic episode at one of the sessions revealed an open rift between
the President of the World Zionist Organization and the Chairman of its
Executive, A speech by Dr. Weizmann at the conclusion of the general
debate was taken as an expression of his disbelief in the possibility

of attaining the objective of a Jewish State, Ben Gurion strode angrily
to the platform and declared that in making his statement, Dr. Weizmann

did not speak for the Jewish People,

Chapter DD, pase 3 Insert

In contemplating the possibility that the issue might be presented to

the United Nations I had thought of addressing o'rselves not only to the
‘estern democracies, but also to Moscow. I had intimated as much publicly
and was roundly attacked in a part of the Jewish press for entertaining

such a thought., Subseauent events proved me right.

Chapter FF, page 1l Insert

In subsecuent proceedings the Soviet Delegation turned out to be firm and
consistent supporters of the case for a Jewish State, No doubt they had
their own motives but we had everv reason to appreciate their help and

steadfastness throughout the proceedings,

Chapter HH, page 32 Insert

There had been prolonged debate and a good deal of tension on the question

of accepting or rejecting the last-minute proposal of the State Department




BOCK II

Insert as-2nd -paragrash: In the brief period of his association with the
Emergency Council, Dr. Neumann initiated a number of significant activities
including the organization of two highly important bodies: the American
Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine. He enzaged

in diplomatic activity in Washington and also established the Commission

on Palestine Surveys to make an engineering study of the Lowdermilk plan
for a "Jordan Valley Authority." But he was acutely aware that Zionist
public relations and political efforts were not being carried forward

with the reouired scope, intensity and effectiveness. Deeply concerned
over the grave inadequacies and the frustrating conditions prevailing in
the Emergency Council, Dr. Neumann issued a public warning and resigned

in February, 1943. His resignation helped to pave the way for a reappraisal

and reorganization,

Chapter CC - page 1L

HEShortly thereafter a group of loyal adherents organized themselves as

the American Zionist Policy Committee to bring about my return to the
leadership of the Council and to fight for a program "in which timidity,
appeasement and backstairs 'diplomacy' would have no place." This fight-
ing committee was headed by Abraham Goodman, a veteran Zionist, as chairman,
Dr, Neumann was its gniding soirit and chief spokesman on publie platforms,
Shapiro and Manson were joined by two other staff members of the Emergency
Council, Abraham Tuvim and Harry Steinberg. Together they assumed full
executive direction of the work of the Zionist Policy Committee and its
nationwide campaign of informalion on the vital issues involved in the

controversy.




""We must, in every way, support the Yishuv in its etruggle
against the attempt of the Mandatory Government to liquidate the Jewish
National Home. By maximum financial and moral support, we must

strengthen the Yishuv's power of resistance. The Yishuv must, in the

last analysis, decide for itself the form and the timing of its resistance

to British lawlessness in Palestine, But, whatever their decision -- we
will stand by them. We must insure, regardless of cost, continued

Jewish immigration into Palestine. "
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terms, that i{s, to re-engage Mr, Montor., Dr. Neumann and I then resigned
from the Executive of the Jewish Agency,

Most active in this unpleasant affair were the Poale Zion and thoir
principles, the Mapai in Israel, and officials in th : government of Israel,

It goes without saying that, upon my resignation, Dr, Nahum Goldmann

was elected Chairman of the American Section of the Jewish Agency...

I continued as Chairman of the Zionist Emergency Council until September
1949, when I was asked to be relieved,
I had held that position for six years--the most crucial years of our

Movement,
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I attended the corner-stone laying ceremony of th- agricultural school in Migdal
Ashkelon which was established in my honor, Present at this gala occasion were
Druses, including their Sheik, who had come all th: way from Western Galilee to
attend this function. This school has since expanded into many buildings and a
beautiful campus and {s known as Kfar Silver,

At a largely attended press conference, at the Press Club in Tel-Aviv,
I was closely questioned about many things, especially about my resignation from

the Zionist Executive concerning which there had been much commentary in tho

public press, a good deal from unfriendly sources. I told them quite frankly: "I

did not resign, I was removed, As a result of unjuctified intervention, I found
myself in a situation where I could not effectively continu : as Chairman of the
American Section of the Jewish Agency. I was removed from my position by the
tactics of those persons who now criticize me for my withdrawal, It was clear
that they did not want me to continue in leadership, Why, then, are they complaining
now 7"

I returned to the United States and soon thereafter on June 24th, I left
for South Africa to inaugurate the Fiftieth Anniversary celebration of the Jewish
National Fund, The Jewish National Fund has always been th demilitarized zone
in the camp of the Zionists, transcending all conflict and party strife, It was a

successful tour,
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the affairs of the other, but that both should work in friendly cooperation, I had
resignod from the World Zionist Executive because of unwarranted interference
from Jerusalem, In no instance had 1 attempted to dictate to, or interfere in tho
affairs of the Government of Israel.

I left before the Congress was over,

The political tussles and rivalries within the Movement were now too much

for me. The State was established and I could not see the purpose of continually

wrangling with fellow Zionists, I could find more helpful ways of serving the

new state,

Thereafter, I declined every elective office in the Movement though
I continued to be active in behalf of Israel, My interest in the Z, O,A,, of course,
never flagged. I attended its conventions and whenever consulted, I gave the

organization whatever counsel I could,
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I contimued to address Zionist gatherings throughout the country, I participated

in the campaigns of the United Jewish Appeal--and since 1956, I have served as

the Chairman of the Board of Bonds for Israel, traveling extensively in {ts behalf,

I served on th- boards of the Hebrew University and th> T>chnion and took an

active part in its fund-raising efforts in the United States., Whatever was constructive

in the life of the State remained close to my heart. I was available tc the Embassy

of Israel in Washington which, on numerous occasions, requested me to carry

out eome specific mission,
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sentiments of the M cCarran-Walters Immigration Bill, Both MecCarran and
Walters who had sponsored the Bill were Democrats and he did not know why
he should be saddled with the responsibility for that B{ll. He spoke of the deep
interest which he took in the problem of the Jews in the concentration camps shortly

after th> invasion of Germany, of his visits to those camps, the manner in which he

was welcomed by the Jews and the provisions which he made for their care.
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our institutions of law, equality and justice, May it be given
unto us to walk always In the dignity of free men, secure in
our rights and faithful in the obligations of our prized citizenship,

""Make us all of one heart, O God, so that together as one people
we may move forward unafraid to the tasks and challenges of the
inscrutable years which lie ahead, Amen,"

A few daye later I received the following letter from President

Eisenhower:
January 28, 1953
"Dear Rabbi Silver:
I want to take this opportunity to tell you that I am
partiailarly grateful for the important contribution
you made to the Inauguration ceremonies, In the
years shead the ceremony and your part in it will
be'a source of real and constant strength to me,
1 am deeply appreciative,

Sincerely,

DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER
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an encouragement to violate its orders. Economic sanctions were appliod to

israel which had not yet been ordered by the United Nations--while such sanctions
had for several years not been applied by the United States in the case of Egypt
or any other Arab state which had time and again defled the Security Council,

Jewish representatives called on Secretary Dulles and expressed the
feelings of the American Jewish community on the withholding of economic aid to
Israel. I telcphoned Secretary Dulles several times about the matter, On
October 25th I telegraphed Mr, Dull :s and expressed the hope that he would do all
that he could to correct the unfortunate impression which had been created by the
announcement of the withholding of financial aid which, in my judgm-nt, was a
mistake from every point of view,

On Monday evening, October 26th, Secretary Dulles telephoned me from
Washington, He sald that he had been misunderstood at an earlier press conference:
that he would like to discuss the entire matter with me and Invited me to lunch
with him at the State Department on October 28th,

At this luncheon we discussed the issue of the grant-in-aid and all the

other issues which were up before the Security Council relative to Israel, 1

went into the matter in great detail--the hydro-electric plant, the matter of Kibya,

the attitude of the State Department genorally towards Israel gince the new
administration came into office and the importance of closer cooperation and a

friendlier attitude,




by the President, myself and my associates, in the course of which we have
also considered very carefully the views of Israel, as ably presented by their
Ambassador here and also in Israel. I greatly hope that this move will open the
way to the genfune peace iIn the area, which I know Israel wants and which I
lmow 1s also the desire of th> United States,

Knowing of your great interest in this matter, I am letting you know
a bit in advance this background to our thinking and I hope that what we are doing
will commend {tself to you.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

/8/ John Foster Dulles

P.S, If, as I anticipate, you get this letter prior to my making my statement,
please keep its contente confidential,
/8/ JFD

To this letter I replied on September 2, 1955:
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At the Madison Square Garden Meeting, I stated:

"In a way what has happened in recent weeks -~ th> opening of the
Eastern Mediterranean to Sovict penatration -- {s the result of our Government's
mistaken Middle Eastern policy, We warned against it time and again but
our obj ctions were written off as coming from special pl 'aders. We did not
see things, we were told, from th: American point of view,

"But quite definitely we saw it from th~ American point of view, and

th > people who were responsible for the handling of the Near East interests of

our Government {n the State Department have been proven wrong clear
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I planned a visit to Israel in March, 1956, In view of the tense
situation, I thought that a letter which I would bring from President Eisenhower to
the President of Israel would be reassuring. Accordingly, I requested such a
letter from the President, His letter to President Itzhak Ben-Zvi reads:

March 15, 1956

"My dear Mr, Ben Zvi:

"Through my friend, Dr, Abba Hillel Sflver, who is about to
visit Israel, I should like to take the opportunity to convey my personal
greetings on the occasion of the celebration of Passover, your historic
festival, and on the eve of the eighth anniversary of the establishment of
the State of Israel,

"I have followed with admiration the progress and developm mt
of your country. The American people wish your young state peace and
prosperity,

"Permit me to assure you that the Ameorican Government, earnestly
and in the friendliest of spirit, is exploring every avenue to bring about
a satlsfactory, peaceful solution of the problem which confronts Ierael and
its neighbors,

"We shall all need patience, mutual confidence and goed-will to
help us along the way,

Sincerely,

/8/ Dwight D, Eisenhower"

I presented {t to President Ben-Zvi in his modest cabin at Sodom

on the Dead Sea where he was spending the Passover holidays with th: men

in the potash works,
Prior to my return to the States, President Ben-Zvi gave me a letter

to President Efsenhower:
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During my visit to Israel in 1956, I also attended the dedication
ceremonics of Kfar Silver on March 29th, On that occasion the Druse Sheik
who had been present at the corner-stone laying in 1951, presented me with his
abayah and canc and with his initialed watch as a token of friendship, Prime
Minister Ben-Gurion was present, and actually startled me and the audience by
addressing m~ as "th: greatest American Zionist leader since Henrietta Szold'", ..
The meeting with President Eisenhower, which I had requested took
place on April 26, 1956, Secretary Dulles was present, We spent about an hour

together, Our main topic of conversation was the apprehension of our people due

to the menacing arms situation,

Throughout the discussion I presented my arguments for permitting

Israel to purchase a certain amount of defensive weapons--to restore the military

balance--to act as a deterrent to present aggression--and to encourage the other
Western power © o do likewise,

The arguments made by Dulles and the President hinged around th
one central thought of thoirs—-that th : United States is interested in bringing about

a p rmanent peace settlem =t in that part of the world and that the
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The problemes of Israel were not the only ones which absorbed my

interest, The American gcene presented grave problems of its own,

In the Fall of 1957, the struggle over the desegregation of our schools,
which had been ordered by th® Suprem~ Court of the United States in 1955, reached
one of its deplorable climaxes in the Little Rock episcde whon Governor Faubus
of the State of Arkansas called out the National Guard to bar the admission of nine
Negro students from entering Central High School, There were to be other such
forceful resistances to the Court decision later on by the Governors of the States

of Miseiseippil and Alabama, leading to violence and bloodshed.
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I always confronted my people with this eimple question: '""How do you,
yourselves, stand, for example, on th  question of allowing a Negro family to
settle in your neighborhood ?¥ It {2 quite easy to love humanity in th : abstract,
but how about your next-door neighbor, who 1s not of your color or creed? When
you talk of broth rhood, do you include evervbody or only your own kind ?

How inclusive are you in your human sympathics? How much of snobbishness and
status-seeking {= 1oft {n your own make-up? If you are sincere in your devotion
to human brotherhood, begin with yourselves? And then work with other men of
good-will to make your voice heard in the councils of your community and your
government, You must speak up and not be afraid. Th: greatest threat to the
moral integrity of a man, especially of a man in comfortable circumsetances, is his
unwillingn ss to take sides in a controversial issue, Why should ho invite
criiciem? Why should he not rather remain at ease in Zion? But this attitude of
caution and complacency which is so common to men and to leaders of men 1s the
besetting sin of our society, and in these revolutionary days it is a dangerous
attitude.

I am not sure that the movement of passive resistance on the part of
the American Negro to obtain his rights will succeed, Conditions in the United
States are not identical with those which prevailed in @Ghandi's India, But if it
fails and the struggle enters other and far less desirabl~ phases, th ' fault will

not be with the Negro, who will never again accept conditions as thoy are, but with

the white man who stubbornly deni :d him these elementary human rights and with

the white man who preferred to remain detachad and uninvolved in the struggle,
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We owe it to ourselves to abandon these prejudices because as long
as th y are with us, we remain civilized barbarians, We owe it to our faith
because it summons us all to equality before God, We owe it to our gracious
land--a land of noble heritage and tradition, which, until recently, was th~
hope and pride of free men. We must not continue to defile {ts image In th - sight

of th world., America is our beloved home and we can mak ' it a happy and heloved

hom = for all our people,

Those who oppose freedom for all men ultimately forfeit their own,
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Ifn the year that I came to Cleveland, 1917, th: Communist Revolution took

place in Ruseia, Throughout the succeeding years of struggle between what has come
to be known as the East and the West, T had to define my own position toward Communism
in its manifold manifestations, No religious leader could or would wish to by-pass
this major challenge of th twentieth century. The pulpit would have relegated itself
to irrelevancy in the modern world if it had fail~d to glve men guidance on this powerful
new phenomenon which was shaking the very foundations of our soclety, Religion
could not ignore it-~for it was attacking all religion, Democracy and liheralism
could not ignore it, for it was destroying them both wherever it could, It would
have been a simple matter to engage in wholesale condemnation and so find oneself
praised and applanded, But there were factors in the Commuslst revolution which
the religious 1eader was obligated to consider, and spiritual elements which he
could not ignore, As between the East and the West it was not altogether a case
of black or white-~the perfectly good system against the utterly evil one,

In 1917, when Bolshevism firet eweot into power in Russia, I delivered a

sermon at The Temple on "fhlahevian--ﬂuw to Meet It". My central thought was

"Kill Bolshevism with justice, kill it with love", Thatwas very naive, quite as
naive as were the teachings of the founders of our faith when thy confronted the
evils of thoir own day. Since then I have visited Russia three times, in 1926, 1935 and
1961, 1 have spoken often in and out of my pulpit on what our attitude towards the
Soviet Union should be,

I am convinced that we must 1~arn to live on the same globe with the Soviet
people and they with us, The Russians have adopted a way of life which s theirs,

I would not choose it for myself or for America. It has stark and basic defects
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study our adversary--at times even to 12arn from him--than to abuse him, We
should go about our national business without emotional tautness, certainly without
sel f-righteousn-ss, in the full knowledge that while the worst can happen, in all
likelfhood {t will not; doing what we feel we ought to do at th hehest of our own
national traditions and prineiples, helping where we can, seeking no political
compensation in return, craving no praise and deterred by no threats, looking first
to th - soundness and justice of our own economy and th- well-being of our people,
No one will rob us of our chogen way of life, nor will time rust our spiritual treasures,
if we cherish them lovingly.

Back in 1952 T wrote a letter to President-elect Eisenhower just before
his inauguration,

December 26, 1952

"On the eve of the New Year, T should like to send you the greetings of the
season and to wish you a year of health and well being, May the coming year be
one of blessed new beginnings, under your inspired 1cadership, for our beloved
country and for mankind,

"I read with deep interest of the overtures which have been made for diplomatic
talks between you and Premier Stalin, and of the unwillingness of the Premier to
discuss with you ways of ending the Cold War and easing world tension, I am
confldent that you will wish to give the most thoughtful consideration to such a

proposal,

""Before the election you el “ctrifi~d the American people by stating that you were
personally going to Korea to get a first-hand view of the situation there, Over-
whelmingly the American people approved. I beli ve that they will stmilarly approve
a decision on your part to get a first-hand view, In personal conference with the head
of the Soviet Union, of the world situation which has deteriorated in recent years so
dangerously, and to explore all avenues for improvement and for averting a world
disaster. Such a conference may be--I do not say will be-~the key which will open

a new door of hope and promise for thidt peace and stability for which mankind has

been so prayerfully yearning,

'""You have been the gre~i architect of our victory in war. I feel that destiny has
summoned you to be the great architect of world peace, You were not afraid to take
calculated ricks to win victory in war. I am sure that you will not be afraid to take
calculated risks to win victory for peace, Our friends throughout the world will be
heartened in this dark hour of mounting confusion and despair, by a manifestation of
forthright and courageous statesmanship on tho part of the new President of the
United States who, forever mindful of the need for making the free world secure,
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nevertheless prepared to negotiate, in confidence and fulnss of heart, for the
settlement of those differences with the Seviet Union which will end conflict and
which will enable both groups of peopl=s to live In peace in th ' same world.
'"With warmest regarde, I remain
Most cordially yours,
/s/ ABBA HILLEL SILVER"

I received a repiy from President-elect Eisenhower on Jamuary 29,

"Thank you for your thoughtful letter of December 26th,

'"T greatly appreciate your comments and assure you that they

will receive careful consideration, As you know, I am vitally

interested in doing everything possible to achieve enduring peace

throughout the world,"

Unfortunately very littlc was achicved In this direction during the
ensuing years. The major effort which was made to end the Cold War and which
to culminate in th : Parls Summit Conference of 1960 ended, as is well known,
in the tragic flasco of the U2, President Kennedy's administration promised
a fresh start in reducing communist-free world tension but was soon bogged down
in the abortive of Cuba

Fortunately in 1963 new winds began to blow, Th~ thaw set in, The United

States and the Sovi~t Union after years of fruitless nogotiations signed a limited

mclear test ban treaty--a first step to check th~ suicidal arms race., Th: United
States also began to trade mor: freely with the communist bloec, This may be the
forerunncr of oth 'r contracts which may lead to better understanding and trust

and to the lessening of tensione,
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I al=o early favored our recognition of Red China, It would have been

easier then than it {s today and might have changed the entire course of subsequent -

events,

I was opposed to our military intervention in Korea. In my address
entitlod, "A Letter to Mr, Truman", which I delivered in the Temple pulpit on
December 17, 1950 and which was reprinted in th Congressional Record, 1 stated

my reasons,
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On Sunday evening, July 14th, a Testimonial Dinner was given in
my honor on the occasion of my seventi th birthday by the Zionist Organization
of America in association with the World Confederation of Gen 'ral Zionists and

the Liberal Party of Israel at the Sh raton Tel-Aviv Hotel,

David Ben-CGuarion attenced this function and spoke., His words coming

from one with whom I had so often in tho past crossed swords moved me deeply, He sald:




o'l -

that th~ State of Ierael is th collective creation of the entire Jewish people,

not only of the people now living, but of the Jewish people in all gencrations, And

I assume that Abba Hillel Silver realizes as I do that thie creation has not yet
been completed, and that we still have a long road ahead, long and difficult, strewn
with obstacles and danger before we can complate our work"...

In my response, I thanked Mr. Ben-Qurion for his gracious tribute,

I also told the assembled gucsts
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Like a golden thread, the Zionist ideal has run through the pattern of
my life, From my early, formative years, and throughout my professional career
of nearly half a century as a Rabbi, my life has heen one with the Zioniet Movement,
I occupied many high offices, I attended innumerable conventions, conferences
and congresses, I campaigned in a hundred cities and addressed a thousand
gatherings, I fought many battles and emerged often bloody but always unbowed,
I was clobbered by many people who have honored me hy their presence here this
evening--and I clobbered them in turn, Irritations and frustration: there were
plenty, I have made many friends and some encmies in the course of my Zionist

career, But never did the glory of tho Zionist {deal fail to sustain me, never

did its glow fade from my heart. I was privileged to withcss with my own eyes

the consummation of our people's millenial dream, and to chare in the great

drama of its realization--what richer guerdon can one ask for?




EPILOGUE
=

Ever since the establishment of th- State of Israel, I have frequently

been asked, "What should be the future relationship between the Jews of America
and tho State of Israel ?"

If history is any guide, the Jews of today who will continue to live in
other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude towards th> State of
Israel as thoir forefathers did, Theirs will be a most sympathetic relationship
towards that land. They will materially help it to absorb as many Jews as will
wish to go there or may have to go there, They will help to build up its cultural,
scientific, and spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life so that it may
became a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the eyes of the world
will be on the land of Israel to see what Jews, as a people, can accomplish on their
own,

Israel will come again to be the non-political center of world Jewry.
Pilgrims will go there as of old--and not merely the plous. There will be a free
flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and take,

Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining influence in Jewish
life everywhere,

We shall remain one people, one historic community, as of old, But
the Jews of Israel will be Israeli citizens and the Jews of the United States will
be citizens of the United States, and simflarly with Jews in other lands.

They will owe undivided allegiance to their respective countries and

they will discharge loyally their full duti ‘s as citizens, as Jews have




-
always done, But they will retain a special attachment to th - land of Israel which

will in no way interfere with their duti s and obligations as citizens of their

resp ctive countrics,

It was Voltaire who once said that every cultured man should have two

fatherlands-~hie own and France. In an even more profound sense, but equally

non-political, it may be applied to the Jew and Israel, Israel will be the Sabbath
in the life of our people when, according to a beautiful tradition, an additional

soul 12 vouchsafed unto man,

Does the re-establishment of the State of Israel represent the

consummation of Israel’'s hope? No,
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The State of Israel is today a great and glorious fact. But greater
than the State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater than the people of
Israel is the immortal vision and hope which sustained our people through the
long centuries, which made of it a covenanted people, pledged to the ideal of
Malchut Shamayim, the establishiment of th - Kingdom of God on earth,
The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the drama

of Tsrael, Our peopl ' is moving on, the Ark of the Covenant is moving on, in

greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the broad highways of th

world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the end of days, prefigured by our seers, "When
they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the earth shall be

filled with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover the sea,"
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Th profound meaning of Jewish history lics not in nationalism but
in Judaism., Th  destiny of our people is linkd with the progressive establishment
of the good soclety on earth, in accordance with th: ethical and spiritual principles
of our prophetic religion, The Jewish community inside and outside of Israel has

today, as in th> past, the mandate and the privilege of carrying on this work,

The establishment of the State of Ysrael has in no way diminishad this

primary and contimuing obligation of Jewish life. What has been tragically abnormal
in Jewish experience through the centuries--national homelessness--has now been
rectified. Upon surer foundations the world Jewish community of tomorrow will
be able to build a more affirmative religious cultural life, and perhaps recapture
its revolutionary religious leadership in the world which twice in the past remolded
civilization,

The establishment of the State of Isracl was an act of historie neceesity
for our people, but it does not represent the consummation of Jewish destiny,
Qur destiny is linked up with th * establishment of the Kingdom of God on sarth,
Our ancient prophets preachad this during the first and second commonwealths, Our
prophets of tomorrow will preach it during the third commonwealth, Our people

were the first in olden days to proclaim the unity of God and the unity
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of mankind, We, th-ir descendants, must be among th first in the battle for

this spiritual vision of human life, We must inspire our youth with the mighty

accents of th ir historic faith so that they will join with all men of good will in the
courageous attack upon all that disfigures life and k-eps man from his divine patrimony--
upon poverty, upon the economic Insecurity of the masses, upon corruption and

social privilege, upon the war machine and chauvinism, upon race arrogance and
exploitation,

T anslated into concrete terms, it means replenishing the spiritual and
religious reservoirs of Jewish life--the synagogue, the religious school, the
academies, the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship. For years now the
Jewish communities of the world, other than those, of course, which were destroyed
or ravaged by war and persecution, had to give priority to relif, phyeical rescue and
the reconstruction of the State of Israel. Much of this work will have to continuc
into an unpredictable future, Certainly th ‘re still remains the urgert and
compelling need for taking care of the hundreds of thousands of refugees who are
seeking new homes,

But even while this work {s going on, and certainly as the urgency and
pressure of that work diminishes, as we hope it will with the years, our encrgies
and our resources should increasingly be poured into the permanent and positive
spiritual and cultural institutions and enterprises of Judaism, We must begin to

think again in terms of the total picture of Jewish life, Millions of Jews will live
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in Ierael in the days to come; millions more will live outside of Israel,
It {s the religion of Judaism which will unite them, not any political bonds,

Judaiem In the past kept our people togeth 'r as one religious fellowship although

they were politically disparate, For the sake of Jews everywhere for the enrich-

ment of their lives, for their effective contribution to the progress of the countries
in which they are citizens, and for hastening the day of the Kingdom, it is
imperative that we begin to pour again our creative thinking, our substance and
our energles into the institutions of Jewish religious life,

For nearly half a century I have workod as a Rabbi with the American
Jewish Community, What do I think about the future of this great community,

and of the tasks which 1i2 ghead?
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""No one can foretell a people's future, ,.no one can know whose hand

will draw the threads of the future on the loom of time or what the pattern

will be. Fifty years ago no one could have foreseen the practical disapp arance

of European Jewry. One hundred years ago no one could have foretold that in
the U, S. there would arise th - largest Jewish community {n history. At bestwe

can project our hopes on the basis of our present knowladge and draw reasonable

inferences from perceptible trends, If onc were to ask




It was about this time that a decision was reached by the Zionist

bodies to invite me to become Chairman of the Executive Committee

of the American Zionist Emergency Council. 1 accepted the invitation

and for six years 1l occupied this key position in American 7 lionismn.




Both political parties were persuaded to include planks in their 1748

platforms approving the claims of the State of Israel to the boundaries

which had been set forth in the United Nations resolution.

The Republican National Convention, on June 23, 1748, adopted the

following plank:

"We welcome Israel into the family of nations and take
pride in the fact that the Republican party was the first

to call for the establishment of a free and independent
Jewish commonwealth. The vacillation of the Democratic
Administration on this question has undermined the prestige
of the United Nations. Subject to the letter and spirit of
the United Nations Charter, we pledge to Israd full
recognition, with its boundaries as sanctioned by the
United Nations, and aid in developing its economy. "

The Democratic Natinaal Comvention, on July 14th, adopted

this plank:

""We pledge full recognition to the State of Israel....

We approve the claims of the State of Israel to the
boundaries set forth in the United Nations resolution of
November 29 and consider that modifications thereof

should be made only if fully acceptable to the State of Israel.
We look forward to the admission of the State of lsrael to
the United Nations and its full participation in the inter-
national community of nations.

We pledge appropriate aid to the State of Israd in developing
its economy and resources.

We favor the revision of the arms embargo to accord to the
State of Israel the right of self-defense. We pledge Gy r5elves
to work for the modification of any resolution of the United
Nations, to the extent that it may prevent any such revision.
We continue to support, within the framework of the United
Nations, the internationalization of Jerusalem and the pro-
tection of the holy places in Palestine. "




Harold P. Manson, as Director of Information, was very active

in organizing support for the resolutions. After much arduous labor
we succeeded, on the eve of the national elections, in obtaining a clear
statement {rom both the political candidates in opposition to the Bernadotte
plan and in favor of the territorial integrity of lsrael. President Truman
stated that he would not agree to any change of the United Nations November,
1947 decision that would not be acceptable to the State of lsrael.

The Bernadotte plan was rejected by both the Arabs and the Israeli.

The Negev was finally secured by the Israeli fighting forces.
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for peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these

major trends, our age has given welcome evidence of great determination

and considerable progress. It is moving purposefully in the right direction --
the abolition of war, the reduction of poverty, and the elimination of racial
inequality. These are the three major trends of our century, and they are

the major trends both in the East and the West, in the Communist as well
as in the non-Communist world. What is tearing these worlds apartis a
difference not of ideology or objective, but of method...

In the days to come there will be new horizons to challenge the ad-
venturesome spirit of man. In science and industry, in invention and discovery,
in the arts and the humanities, progress will be unlimited., We are far from
having reached the ultimate stage in the evolution of mankind. The twentieth
century is building a better and ampler world for man, and the twenty-first
century will advance and improve upon it. There will be more of the good

things of life for everyone. A society will emerge, 1 believe, which will be
g Y = -

free from the dark heritage of the past, the age-old curse of poverty, miser
8 p g

and exploitation, of inequality, racialisin, and intolerance.

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for American Jewry if
the catastrophe of war does not shatter its security and life. As a minority
we are helpless against the ravages of hate and demagoguery, which war and

economic depressions unleash.




But given peace and economic stability, the Anierican Jewish com-
munity will move forward and develop., It will expand its cultural and

religious life and institutions, and will make worthy contributions to the

total life of America. The: last three hundred years are warrant for it. Out

beginnings were humble -- as were the beginnings of all peoples who came to
these shores. Sleadily through the years, and more rapidly in the last
three-quarters of a century, our numbers increased and we shared eagerly
and gratefully in the growing and evolving life of America. Our people became

in outlook, in confidence, in hopefulness, true children of the New World,




As an Anerican, a Jew and a Rabbi, I have been active for many
years in support of the struggle of the Negro in the United States for equality
before the law, for equal opportunity to earn a livelihood, for unsegregated
schools, and for the same manner of respect which is the due of every
citizen in a free society.

My position has been that the task confronting us is not a simple one
and the strength of no one is equal to its complexity. It is not easy to make
straight what has been crooked for so long and to make right a wrong which
has been tolerated for so long, butl have been mindful of the admonition of
our sages that ours is not the duty to complete the task but neither are we
free to desist from it.

This applies to individuals, to naticns, to generations.

But we must begin with ourselves. This is what I have stressed on all
occasions. It is vital, as a first step, to outlaw by legislative action public
practices which are discriminatory, Whatever conditions can be reached
and corrected by law, should be done. But there are vast areas of human
relationship which cannot be reached by law -- the inner disposition and at-
titudes of men. Here is where the individual must challenge himself. We
must thoroughly house-clean our own mindsa'd souls of racial prejudices

and of attitudes which are unworthy of mature people. We must grow up to our

full human stature. We must check on our own personal conduct before we

point an accusing finger at our neighbor.




I always confronted my people with this simple question: "How do you,
yourselves, stand, for example, on the question d allowing a Negro family to
settle in your neighborhood?' It is quite easy to love humanity in the abstract,
but how about your next-door neighbor, who is not of your color or creed?
When you talk of brotherhood, dc you include everybody or only your own
kind? How inclusive are you in your human sympathies ? How much of
snobbishness and status-seeking is left in your own make-up? If you are
sincere in your devotion to human brotherhood, begin with yourselves! And
then work with other men of good-will to make your voice heard in the councils
of your community and your government. You must speak up and not be afraid.
The greatest threat to the moral integrity of a man, especially of a man in
comfortable circumstances, is his unwillingness to take sides in a contro-
versial issue. Why should he invite criticism? Why should he not rather
remain at ease in Zion? Dut this attitude of caution and complacency which
is 0 common to men and to leaders of men is the besetting sin of our society,
and in these revolutionary days it is a dangerous attitude.

1 am not sure that the movement of passive resistance on the part of
the A.erican Negro to obtain his rights will succeed. Cocdilions in the
United States are not identical with those which prevailed in Gliandi's India.

But if it fails and the struggle enters other and far less desirable phases, the

fault will be not with the Negro, who will never again accept conditions as they

are, but with the white man who preferred to remain detached and uninvolved in

the struggle.




We owe it to ourselves to abandon these prejudices because as long

as they are with us, we remain civilized barbarians. We owe it to our faith

because it summons us all to equality before God. We owe it to our gracious

land -- a land of noble heritage and tradition, which, until recently, was the
hope and pride of free men. We must not continue to defile its image in the
sight of the world. / ~a is our beloved home and we can make it a happy
and beloved home for all our people.

Those who regist freedom for a mien ultima r forfeit their own.
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With the establishment of the State and the fulfillment of the Zionist
ideal, the question soon arose as to the future of the Zionist Emergency

Council. Should it disband? Should the whole Zionist Movement wind up ?

And what Mbe thei relationship between the Jews of Auserica and the State
™

of Israel?

To this last question 1 addressed myself when I spoke before the Fiftieth
Biennial Assembly of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations held in
Boston, November 14-17, 1948.

"If history is any guide, the Jews of today who will continue to live in
other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude towards the State of
Israel as their forefathers did. Theirs will be a most sympathetic relationship

towards that land. They will materially help to absorb as many Jews as will

.Pt
wish to go there or may have to go there. They will help to build up its
cultural, scientific, and spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life
so that it may become a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the
eyes of the world will be on the land of Israel to see what Jews, as a people,
can accomplish on their own.

Israel will come to be again the non-political center of world Jewry.
Pilgrims will go there as of old -- and not merely the pious. There will be a

free flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and take.

Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining influence in Jewish
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It need not duplicate their activities, but it can stimulate, guide and coordinate
them. It took us many hard years of struggle to esdablish the ascendance of

our ideas in the Jewish communites of this country. Let us not lose it now by
a'chaf.at.llt.d‘r

Not all Zionists agreed with this point of view. Foremost among those
who adopted an opposite view-point was Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. He
felt that now that the State was established, there was no longer any need for a
strong Zionist Movement. The Zionist Movement was the necessary scaffolding
for the building of the State. Now that the State was built, the scaffolding was no
longer needed. A Zionist is one who settles in Israel. All others may be friends
of Israel but should not regard themselves as Zionists. This position, he
maintained consistently and vocally through the years and in the capacity of

Goaan,
Prime Minister of the State, did much, quite unintentiﬂnallyfl M sure, to under-

mine the World Zionist Movement. Prites o Limne y—hre—oWIT pariy-petrs et —to—.

tQuote Resolution}

When Mr. Ben-Gurion visited the United States in April, 1951, to launch
the campaign for Bonds for Israel, he studiously avoided reference to Zionism
and the Zionist Movement and on the eve of his departure, he addressed a
Zionist meeting in New York in which he told the Zionists that they cannot
speak for American Jewry as a whole, that there are non-Zionists who do not want

the Zionist Movement to stand " as a wall between them and Israel', and that

the Zionists should confine themselves in their work to education and Aliyah.




Thus, there existed,—-&he—m—ig—\no, sharp divergence‘ in our points-of-view

about the future role of the Zionist Movement. But there were also other
more down-to-earth party considerations which led to skews conflicts between
Mr. Ben-Gurion and me.

Ben Gurion's party, the Mapai, wanted to control the government and
determine its future political and economic policies, as indeed it has done
ever since the establishment of the State. The Mapai's economic platform was
socialistic, although not radical or inflexible. Through the years it has known
how to make the necessary adjustments to conditions as they arose and it has
invited and stimulated private investments and enterprises in the country.

But from the beginning it looked upon the party of the General Zionists

in Israel as a most serious rival and competitor. The General Zionists' party
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The General Party in Israel was a merger of two groups, one slightly
to the left of the other, which agreed to unite in 1946,
I was a General Zionist and because of the prominence of the position
which I occupied, I came to be regarded as an asset to the General Zionist
Party in Israel, and correspondingly a threat to the political position of the

o

Mapai. Had the Z. 0. A. membershipl&argely baan laborite instead of

peedormimatedy ''liberal centrist' , all the difficulties andé.u-'a)ﬂ E—swhich were

to follow would not have arisen.
Not long after the State was established, elections were held for a national

CM;'iﬁw assembly (The M and as the date set for the election, January

25, 1949, approached, electioneering began in earnest and rapidly gained

in intensity. The General Zionists in Israel quite naturzlly pointed to the

political achievements of their friends in the United States. The Mapai, quite

as naturally, found it necessary to disparage them...And so politics bedeviled

our relationship ,sad Ben-Gurion as the official leader of the Mapai} and Ilas the

unofficial leader of General Zionism in Ameri ca fhus drifted into discord and

misunderstandings. Politically, in theory and method, we were not far apart.

We were both known as maximalists, activists, and -- stubborn. I admired the

(Fvas A
very dymanic and courageous leadership which gave our Movement during
the critical years of the founding of the state. In the hour of decision he

remained firm. He did not waver in his convictions and he did not under-rate

the determination of the Yishuv to fight for its national redemption. But he was




recriminations began to abate in 1952, when the General Zionists joined the
government coalition in Israel, and especially after the election of President
Eisenhower in the fall of 1952. This removed from the arsenal of criticism
the argument which had frequently been employed against me that I was

persona n% grata at the White House. ...

In the m of the politically orientedf?ionists, a leader's position

depended on whether he was persona grata at the White House. When President

Truman was elected in 1948, my stock slumped. When Dwight Eisenhower was
elected President in 1952, my stock rose again. Actually, my Zionist achieve-
ments under the Eisenhower administration, such as they were, were far less
substantial than under the Truman administration, though personally my
contacts with the Eisenhower administration were far more frequent and pleasant.
Important national policies and decisions are simply not arrived at the
""personality' way....Furthermore, the attitude of the State Department under
John Foster Dulles continued to be quite as uncertain toward Israel as it had
been under Hull, Stettinius, Byrnes or MGJ‘-"#Q«;.D.D_. At times it seemed to be
definitely following a policy of Arab appeasement.

I sensed the cooling off towards me on the part of the friends of the Mapai
in the United States -- the Poale Zion -- as early as 1946, when elections for
the World Zionist Congress of that year were held. The Paole Zion had backed

me up solidly right along and its spokesmen had praised and defended me. But




After prolonged and fruitless debate on what was regarded as
ultimate aims, on the differences between "Jews in Exile'" and Jews
. : 4
in the D1a5po:”:- ﬁrmhii:u JEWE‘:hE wor i:r::{:ﬂs nullf;l,ﬂ& 9:5‘1}9‘1‘?
would, Dr/ﬁ}gnme to lsrael,f:he so-cal Jcl Jerusalem Program was
finally shelved.

There was also considerable heated discussion as to the future
rdaticnshipy%:gionist Movement and the State of Israel. Here
charges were hurled, especially by members of the Mapai that certain
American Zionists (meaning me) had not yet reconciled themselves to

the fact that there is m® actual existence af a sovereign State of Israel

a.nclf_were trying to interfere and to dictate to it. My position, of course,

which Iﬁ-}ten stated, was that neither should interfere in the affairs of
the other, but that both should work in friendly cooperation. I had
resigned from the World Zionist Executive because of unwarranted

interference from Jerusalem. In no instance had I attempted to dictate to

or interfere in the affairs of the Government of Israel.







The Zionist Congress, which met in August, 1951, was a dishevelled
and untidy affair. It had been repeatedly postponed. It was the first time
that Congress met since the establishment of the State. One might have
expected an exalted mood of achievement to dominate it and that it would
devote itself to outlining a program of action for the future of the Movement.
Instead of which, the bitter inter-party strife which had attended the elections
for the Constituent Assembly (Knesset) in Israel in 1950, were reflected
in the Congress where the largest single delegation was from Israel. Like-
wise, the sharp friction which had developed during the preceding three
years between the Mapai group in Israel and the Zionist Organization of

AR wA AR

Amerlca so i evidence. The Mizrachi and the General Zionists of
Israel had m&aw—{ﬂwn—wmn-g—br—debgmﬁ the Congress alto-
N
gether, because of irregularities in the electoral list, (WA )
The acrid general debate with which the Congress opened soon reflected

Olnndon Comm

the party cleavages and the clashof personalities. TheﬂGeneral Zionists,
who were greatly out-numbered m-wma%emm
Jot¥Eh;—and the strong Mapai-Hadassah aae Poale Zion aligaiment became
the target of attack, especially the Zionist Organization of America --
and more especially, myself.

Golda Meyerson (now Mair), speaking for the Ma.pai, delwered an

AN an L . . E‘EE
especiallyfvitriolic attack upon me -- which mw that even- ihe AR
"Davar'", apologizedforit: ‘ia )q,ah_ul_ e LRy
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It was none of the business of the Jewish Agencyﬁta designate the chairman
of the campaign of the U.J. A. This was the function of the United Palestine
Appeal. These three then proceeded to cable Jerusalem urging a special
session of the entire Executive in New Yor#City. The above threera-hu

clso wet
went, without authorization and without notifying the Chairman,ﬁtn Mr.
Morgenthau and requested him to resume the chairmanship of the campaign
for the coming year.

The Jerusalem Executive of the Jewish Agency came to the United
States and after lengthy discussions, a compromise resolution was worked
out under which there would be thhree directors, one representing the
Joint Distribution Committee, another the United Palestine Appeal and
a third who would be designated by Mr. Morgenthau. This would have made
Mr. Montor one of the three directors. As a prior condition to his re-
employment, however, he would be required to sign a letter of retraction of

the charges which he had made and would refrain in the future from any and

all controversial political activity related to Zionist funds and to any Zionist

organization. The Committee of Ccntriﬁuturs would discontinue all /S

activities and would dissolve immediately.
\

Mr. Morgenthau rejected the Agency's compromise proposal and
demanded that Mr. Montor be given sole authority to run the United Jewish
Appeal. The Executive then asked me to see Mr. Morgenthau personally
in Florida in an effort to get him to agree to the compromise which had

been worked out by the Executive, Mr., Morgenthau could not see me. Where-

upon the Executive of the Agency reversed itself and yielded to Mr. Morgenthau's




Instead of planning the future activities of the Movement, the Congress
became badly entangled in an ideological squabble over what came to be
known as "the Jerusalem Program!''. The Israeli delegates, led by the Mapai,
insisted that a rigid formula be accepted by the Movement to the effect that
Zionism means the personal commitment of every Zionist to settle in Israel --

This immediately was challenged by the-~delegates from Amer:c? They

the Ben Gurion formula. {{Seete).

resisted the attempt to foist such a formula on the Movement. I,myself,took
took exception to it. <4E@uore).

Of course, we all agreed that there was-am need for immigration --
especially from the Western countries -- but to make this obligatory on every
Zionist was to announce to the world that Zionists everywhere are not in-

tegrated citizens of their countries, that Israel is summoning them to renounce

their citizenship.

"
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I left be.f'c-re the Congress was over. #was thelast Congress-that-i-

attended.

The political tussles and rivalries within the Movement were now too
much for me. The State was now established and 1 could not see the purpose
of continually wrangling with Zionists. I could find more helpful ways of
serving the new state.

Thereafter, I declined every elective office in the Movement. My
interest in the Z. 0. A., of course, never flagged. I attended its conventions

and whenever consulted, I gave the organization whatever counsel I could.
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There existed in the United States a core of opposition to the leadership
i oty bt :
of Dr. Neumann and to myaelf, ever since I took over our
political work in the United States in 1943. In an earlier chapter I referred
to this opposition in connection with the episode of the Palestine Resolutions

in the Congress of the "nited States. When this opposition was defeated, it

did not disappear. It simmered through the years, and now, as a result of

the action wh;chmt-ph-ee at the General Council in Jerusalem, it gathered

itself -- as the Committee for Progressive Z_ ionism -- for another attack.
This time the attack was aimed directly at the administration of Dr. Neumann,
but indirectly against me.

The General Zionist Party in Israel had, early in 1948, split. A group
which called itself "Progressive' seceded from the General Zionist Party and
set itself up as an independent Party. From that moment on, those who did
not follow this group of secessionists were branded as reactionaries. One
needed a microscope to distinguish the precise differences between the
"Progressive' Party and the General Zionist Party. A few years later, they
were to unite again into one Part},r and their competing subtle ideologies were
forgotten. _ M

During my visit to Israel in 1948, I migplit in the ranks of
the General Zionists and called on the Progressives to return. At that time I
did not support one group as against the other, and urged their re-unification.
My advice was not taken. In the 1949 national elections, they presented two

separate lists. When a coalition government was formed following the elections,

the Progressives entered the coalition, the General Zionists did not.




October 14, 1952

General Dwight D. Eisenhower
President's House

Columbia University

New York, New York

My dear General:

It is with keen interest that I have followed your campaign throughout
the nation and your forthright discussion of the issues which confront the
American people.

I was at the Republican Convention in Chicago, and was greatly pleased,
because of my close association with the cause, at the inclusion in the Panty
platform of a clause on the State of Israel, which reads

""The Republican Party has consistently advocated a

national home for the Jewish people since a Republican
Congress declared its support of that objective thirty years

ago. In providing a sanctuary for Jewish people rendered
homeless by persecution, the State of Israel appeals to our
deepest humanitarian instincts. We shall continue our friendly
interest in this constructive and inspiring undertaking. We shall
put our influence at the service of peace between Israel and the
Arab states and we shall cooperate to bring economic and social
stability to that area."

I do not recall that you have had an occasion during your campaign fully
to define in public your personal views on this subject which is so vital to
the peace and progress of the Middle East and to the defense of our free world.
I know that many of your friends and admirers would be eager and grateful
for such a statement.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

Signed/ Abba Hillel Silver




""The statements on Israel which have been issued by both candidates
for the Presidency of the United States served to strengthen the conviction
that the friendship between America and Israel will become even closer
and stronger in the months and years to come. Our country's support for
Israel has always been bi-partisan in character and the declarations which
were made during the past week by General Eisenhower and Governor
Stevenson have provided a striking evidence that this bi-partisan policy will
be continued in the future. There is clearly no difference of opinion between
the Republican and Democratic Parties on the question of friendship and
assistance for Israel."

Geperal Eisethower was elected Predident. On November 18th, he
wrote mq a letter in\which he said: 'I deep 1 appreciate your fine support
during th¢ recent canjpaign and I look forwand to seeing you again soon. "

Governor : "You made a wondenful contribution to this tremen -

it must give you the d*epest personal gratification. "

'""You have always been a good

friend who has stood by'me in hours of troubl‘. i
On December 11th I received a letter from Senator Stiles Bridges

stating that the President-elect, Dwight D. Eisenhowzr, has requested
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At-a meeting of SRR 5.1 5 e @&, 1951, Ambassador
Eban asked me to come down to Washington. He laid before me the gquestien [w gm
of ;:e”grant-in-aid'by the American government and solicited my help in
connection with the introduction of& bill in Congress. 1 saw Senator Taft
in his office . I discussed with him American grant-in-aid for Israel. He
said that he would be very happy to help, that he would be prepared to sponsor
such a bill on a non-partisan basis. A week later I received a letter from
Ambassador Eban in which he stated: 'l was greatly heartened to hear the
outcome of your visit here last week. I am convinced that this has taken us

|
a very long stride forward and/ask you to accept this expression of warmest
appreciation, "

Early in February, I received the first draft of the bill and I suggested
certain changes in it. The second draft was then submitted to me. On
February 28th I spoke with Senator Taft by long distance an-Washingten. He
informed me that he was meeting the next day with Senator Douglas to agree
on the final wording. In June Ambassador Eban telephoned me again requesting
that I come to Washington again in connection with the Grantl-in-aid Bill. I did.
Fh&;:reque sted me to see Senator Taft that morning. The Senator indicated
that he would continue to press for his resolution as an authorization resolution
when the President's Omnibus Bill for military and civilian aid came up before
the Foreign Relations Committee.

Q_Fa\—ol; ’ 'J-p‘ Y




Israel received grant-in-aid from the United States -- fourteen

million dollars in 1951, eighty-four million dollars in 1952, and varying

amounts thereafter until




to address myself is, can we think hopefully of the next century as Jews, as
Americans, as members of the human family -- for they are all inter-related.
I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to do so, though we
cannot be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed nor automatic;
nor can we ignore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and wnpredictable
in history have upset all man's careful calculations,
"I believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we
are moving towards an even greater age. I believe that our present age is one
of the greatest in human history. We are too near our times properly to appraise
them. One requires distance in order to sse great objects in their proper per-
spective. We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil and the conflicts
of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging.
'"Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as
lacking in idealism, in aim and purpose, an age of breakdown and disintegration. s,
"In characterizing our ag¢ as great, I am thinking in terms of
social progress and|welfare, in terms ¢f human advancemgnt and civilization,
More is being done[in our day for the ilnprovement of the fonditions of the
common man, for fthe raising of his sfandard of living, hig$ health, his education,
and for his protegtion against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and
old age, than in fany generation, than|any five generationg in the past. Neve r were

more determingd efforts made to brihg albout a fairer sharing of the wealth that

is produced angl a better way of life qor all,




one-fourth of the ear

governing-people ---have obtained-their politi freedom. Impengialism and colonial-

ism are in their dgath-throes. Backward pegpples are pressing forward into the

light of a new daf, and the exploitation of tfle dark races of thefearth is rapidly

drawing to a dlose.

"What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to
see things, but also to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but
a radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution
of man, a change not free, of course, from dangers -- for there is no progress
without danger -- but one of boundless and immeasurgble potentialities.

"I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that
our age is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around
the corner,

"The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve
of the millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of
the hoped-for good society, or away ;from it. Is our age trying to eradicate
poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless
of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of

peoples to national freedom and independence ? Is it trying to organize the world




The meeting ;with tde President togk place on April 26, 1956.

<ecretary Dulles wag'present. We spgent about an houp’together. Our

mdin topic of cofversation was te apprehension our people due to

the menacing arms retractfon:

1

August 24, 1955
My dear Rabbi Silver:

I am planning to make a statement in New York on Friday
at 5:30 p. m. dealing with the Israel Arab problem and suggesting
possible bases for bringing about a genuine peace in the area. In
this statement, I indicate that the President is prepared to recommend
a substantial contribution to such a settlement, namely:

1. Subscription to an international loan to enable Israel
to discharge its obligation to the refugees which in turn
will help them to get resettled;

United States contribution to water projects which will
develop more arable land which will aid in resettlement;

. Good offices, if desired, to assist in making the frontier
adjustments needed to convert the present armistice lines
into permanent boundary lines;

. United States participation in an international treaty
guarantee, preferably sponsored by the United Nations,
of the resultant boundary lines.

I feel that if this program werc carried through, there would be
no great difficulty in settling the remaining problems such as the
question of transit through the Suez Canal, and determining the status
of Jerusalem.

Probably the principal obstacle in the way of solution is the
boundary matter, where the Egyptians seek a substantial part of the
Negeb so as to have common boundaries with Jordan and Saudi Arabia,
but where the Israelis also want continuous access to the port of Agaba.
I feel, however, that these conflicting claims can be reconciled, and
indeed that some reconciliation is in the long run inevitable. This
statement comes out of very long and careful thought given the matter




But apart from its own merits, the very announcement of such con-
templated action on the part of our government would help to convince
the Arabs that they have nothing to gain in persisting in their present
attitude and that it would be more advantageous to all concerned to
accept those benefits which would flow from negotiated agreements on
all outstanding issues.

I am very eager to be helpful in urging reasonableness and a spirit

of give-and-take on the part of those who may be influenced by my voice
in Israel. Of one thing, however, I am quite certain -- prior to nego-
tiations, Israel will not make concessions with respect to the unresolved

issuesd,

I will watch with keen interest the reaction of the Arab governments to your
statement.

With warmest regards, and hoping that you will have a pleasant and
restful vacation, of which I am sure you stand greatly in need, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER

As if in reply to Secretary Dulles' friendly proposals to bring
about peace, the Egyptian government, on September 27, 1955, obtained
fovwdsss & Gudirstn s

huge shipments o arms{{x’om Czechoslovakia of such magnitureﬂtn create

a dangerous imbalance in the Near East aaé-seriously threatening the security
Tothen ,

of Israel. There were, of course, serieous repercussiunsﬂm Israel and in

the Jewish world. On November 9, President Eisenhower appealed to the

Soviet Union to stop the arms race in the Middle East and declared that the

United States would consider the request for arms which were needed for

legitimate self-defense. On November 16th, Israel formally applied to




Eisenhower

ak Ben-Zvi, President of the
State of Israel.

~ &oli 2

Dear Mr. President,
I thank you for the warm personal greetings which you sent
me through our good friend Dr. Silver on the occasion of the
Passover Festival and on the eve of the eighth anniversary of the
establishment of our State. I am deeply grateful for this expression
of your friendship for Israel and your kind words of appreciation
of its progress and development. The people who dwell in Zion and
the whole Ho use of Israel will always remember your historic role
as Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe during
the Second World War and the inspired efforts you made in succouring
the surviving remnants of the Jewish people. We trust that the deep
human sympathy you then evinced for a suffering people will stand
us in good stead in our present difficult position.
I am writing you this letter at a grave moment in the life
of our young State. It came into being as a result of an effort of
economic, social and spiritual reconstruction which goes back three
generations. Its emergence received the support of an overwhelming
majority of the United Nations, who were resolved that the Jewish
people should be given the security of a free national life in the

ancient land of their fathers and not again be exposed to the dangers




The position of our government on the Sinai-Suez action was
wrong-headed in the extreme as subsequent developments showed. It
alienated its strongest Western allies, England and France, and weakened
their position and influence in the Arab world without improving its own.,
Far from preventing the Sové}it Union from becoming an influential factor
in the Middle East, it actually enabled it to become a serious competitive
power in a part of the world where it had heretofore exercised little
influence. And it contributed nothing toward the pacification of that area
or its stability.

But it was of utmost importance to make sure that Israel would

not be made the scape-goat in this internal crisis which had suddenly flared

up, angrdangerously divided the free nations of the Western world.

The long and involved story of what followed the presentation
of th?’[s sue by the American government to the General Assembly on November
first, need not be‘i‘#ﬁ@éﬁm Israel was not covetous of the territory
which it had conquered in the Sinai Peninsula but was determined to make
sure that in the future its right of transit through the Suez Canal mobe
safeguarded ,mf:%?tmcted transit from the port of Elath through the
Gulf of Agaba and that Egypt would be forbidden to maintain ﬁdﬁreen bases
in Sinai. '%:‘:c'?;npliance with the United Nations re solutio;;:i:o withdraw all
forces behind the armistice line of 1949 was, therefore, slow and contingent

upon obtaining the above assurances which were not forthcoming.

s~




In 1956, my book, " fElre dajsm lefe d was published. It wf
G Dl o, unkj } Jud 6w fann /m

an inquiry into the distinctiveness of Judaism well received and
in a short time six printings of it were issued. A Hebrew translation of the

book appeared in Israel in 1961.

In 1961, my book, '"Moses and the Orlngl yah”, was pubéhed.

9+ +e, duwst oy

It, too, was issued by the Macmﬂlan Company The Ellb_]ECt of this Stul?

[
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was the original Torah of Moses to which the prﬂphets of later times fre-
quently referred, where it is to be found, and how it fared in pre-exilic times
among the two peoples of Northern Israel and Southern Judah. Because of its
radical approach, it aroused considerable controversy, both in traditional

circles and among students of Higher Biblical criticism. PR =—EE

Having been relievgd of political office and its exactin and

preoccupati I found more nd study, and I was grateful

In the Fall of 1957, the struggle over the desegregation of our schools,
which had been ordered by the Supreme Court of the United States in 1955,
reached one of its deplorable climaxes in the Little Rock . episode when
Governor Faubus of the State of Arkansas called out the National Guard to
bar the admission ofMNegro students from entering Central High School,
There were to be other such forceful resistances to the Court decision later
on by the Gove rnn{af the State of Mississippi and Alabama, leading to

violence and bloodshed.




In my response I said in part:

"I have attended many memorable gatherings in my life, some of
them arranged in my honor, but the remembrance of this evening which is
attended by so many friends, from America and Israel, graced by the presence
of 150 many eminent men in public life, by His Excellency, the Ambassador

of the United States, by the former Prime Minister of Israel, who has given

un
his name to an heroic age ich will forever be known as the Age of David Ben-

Gurion, by the Chairman of the Jewish Agency, members of the Kenesset and
the heads of so many cultural and educational institutions in Israel, will
remain with me for as long as I live.

I am deeply honored that presiding on this occasion is Dr. Emanuel
Neumann, the friend of my youth, who worked side by side with me through
the years, giving our Movement superb leadership, guidance and the wealth of
his heart and mind.

I find that I have so much to be grateful for as I look back over the
years. I have received gifts richer than I deserve. Provithi_ﬁnce favored me
with wonderful pa{gnts to whom a book was even more precious than a loaf
of bread, whose quiet courage, piety, and idealism were both sun and shield
to me throughout my days. Later in life, I was again the recipient of the blessing

of a beloved wife, children and granchildren,amd I was privileged to live in a

free and gracious land. -H-is ne-achievementi-teo-get-to-beseventy—You-live long
enough-and;Hefore you kKnow it;—you-are seventyt—m




in its plenitude it is still unfilfilled. The State of Israel is today a great
and glorious fact. It will be even greater and more glorious tomorrow.

But greater than the State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater

than the people of Israel is the immortal vision and hope which sustained
our people through the long centuries, which made of it a covenanted people,

pledged to the ideal of Malchut Shamayim , the establishment of the

Kingdom of God on earlf..

Zionism, as the pledge of affirmative Jewish living in the spirit of our
deathless prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the
Diaspora, to work together for the coming of the next great age, the distant,
the ultimate age, the Messianic Age, when justice’au:ﬂ- peace and ffreedom will

Z

be established on earth, when " fach man will live under his vine and under

his fig tree with none to make him afraid".

The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the érama

of the people of Israel. Our people is moving on, the ﬁn‘k of the Euvenant
is moving on, in greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the

broad highways of the world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the End ofBays,

w
prefigured by our seers, '"When they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all qy
holy mountain, and the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as

the waters cover the sea.'.




And so at seventy, dear frients, my days of apprenticeship are about over.

At seventy, the emotional chemistry of a man is such that his boiling-point

is somewhat higher and his freezing-point somewhat lower. Otherwise, he
need not lose his zest for the glorious adventure of life, or cease to be the
willing captive of an imperishable dream, even though he now knows that
you cannot take heaven by storm.

At the end of each u{ the twenty-four books of our holy Bible, one word

Chayods™

is printed in large type -(f 'Be strong!' That, you will agree with me, is
excellent advice for any man as he concludesfg_ﬁ_ volume and turns to the
next one in his book of life.

The very first thing that the good Lord said fo Abraham, who was destined

to become the founderjof our faith, and the ancestor of our race, was:

"Keep on going''. Abfaham was seventy yearg old when he received that

divine command. H¢ was not told exactly whgre he should go -- simply,
W

""Move on to the lapd which I will show you

1 suppose that this is a good command to follow at any stage of one's life,

In trust and faiyh to keep on going, confidgnt that the true way will be shown

the light of the world. And|/this, my (riends is exactly what
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of mankind. We, their descendants, must be among the first tocsw in

the battle for this spiritual vision of human life. We must inspire our aouﬂ.

peeopde with the mighty accents of their historic faith to join with all men
of good will in the courageous attack upon all that disfigures life today
and keeps man from his divine patrimony -- upon poverty, upon the
economic insecurity of the masses, upon corruption and social privilege,
upon the war machine and chauvinism, upon race arrogance and exploitation.

Translated into concrete terms, it means replenishing the spiritual
and religious reservoirs of Jewish life -- the synagogue, the religious school,
the academies, the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship. For years
now the Jewish communites of the world, other than those, of course, which
were destroyed or ravaged by war and persecution, had to give priority to
werk=—of relief, physical rescue and the reconstruction of the State of Israel.
Much of this work will have to continue into an unpredictable future. Certainly
there still remains the urgent and compelling need for taking care of the
hundreds of thousands of refugees who are seekingﬂome;i‘.m&'el.

But even while this work is going on, and certainly as the urgency
and pressure of that work diminishes, as we hope it will with the years,

e

imcremeingly our energies and our resources shculdpbe pour ed into the per-

manent and positive spiritual and cultural institutions and enterprises of

Judaism. We must jpegin to think again in terms of the total picture.of

Jewish life, bothpoegraphieally-and historteaddy. Millions of Jews will live




in Israel in the days to come; millions more will live outside of Israel.

It is the religion of Judaism which will united them, not any political bonds.
W‘&u- bﬁ-q.r

Judaism,‘kept our people inside and outside of Palestine together as one

religious fellowship in-the-past although they were politically w

For the sake of #ee Jews m&;’ for the enrichment of their o

lives, ams for their effective contribution to the progress of the countries

in which they are citizens, and for hastening the day of the KinUDm, it is

imperative that we bedin to pour again our creative thinking, our substance

and our energies into the institutions of Jewish religious life.

he fFwe-rmillieon Jéws of the United States maiit to themselves, to
their children and to this grgat and beloved country of which they are proud

and loyal citizens to make Julaism as beautiful, meaningful and dynamic

\
as possible i? their lives and ip the total life of Ame ricascdesacorwey.
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With the csta‘blishment of the State and the fulfillment of the Zionist
ideal, the question soon arose as to the future of the Zionist Emergency
Council. Should it disband? Should the whole Zionist Movement wind up?

7 a8 [ i
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And what sh'&.bi-"be thehrelationship between the Jews of As-erica and the State

o
of Israel?

To this last question I addressed myself when I spoke before the Fiftieth
Biennial Assembly of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations held in
Boston, November 14-17, 1948.

"If history is any guide, the Jews of today who will continue to livwe in

other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude towards the State of

Israel as their forefathers did. Theirs will be a most sympathetic relationship

B

towards that land. They will materially help;ED absorb as many Jews as will

wish to go there or may have to go there. They will help to build up its
cultural, scientific, and spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life
so that it may become a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the
eyes of the world will be on the land of Israel to see what Jews, as a people,
can accomplish on their own.

Israel will come to be again the non-political center of world Jewry.
Pilgrims will go there as of old -- and not merely the pious. There will be a
free flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and take.

Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining influence in Jewish
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It need not duplicate their activities, but it can stimulate, guide and coordinate
them. It took us many hard years of struggle to esdablish the ascendance of

our ideas in the Jewish communites of this country. Let us not lose it now by

']
default.

Not all Zionists agreed with this point of view. Foremost among those
who adopted an opposite view-point was Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. He
felt that now that the State was established, there was no longer any need for a
strong Zionist Movement. The Zionist Movement was the necessary scaffolding
for the building of the State. Now that the State was built, the scaffolding was no
longer needed. A Zionist is one who settles in Israel. All others may be friends
of Israel but should not regard themselves as Zionists. This position, he
maintained consistently and vocally through the years and in the capacity of

Can

Prime Minister of the State, did much, quite unintentiunally}l M sure, to under-

mine the World Zionist Movement. After a time, his own party refused to

go along with him on the position which he took.

(Quote Resolution)
When Mr. Ben-Gurion visited the United States in April, 1951, to launch
the campaign for Bonds for Israel, he studiously avoided reference to Zionism
and the Zionist Movement and on the eve of his departure, he addressed a
Zionist meeting in New York in which he told the Zionists that they cannot
speak for American Jewry as a whole, that there are non-Zionists who do not want
the Zionist Movement to stand " as a wall between them and Israel', and that

the Zionists should confine themselves in their work to education and Aliyah.




Thus, there existed, -{-h&r-afé;ﬁra, sharp divergence§ in our points-of-view
about the future role of the Zionist Movement. But there were also other
more down-to-earth party considerations which led to skarp conflicts between
Mr. Ben-Gurion and me.

Ben Gurion's party, the Mapai, wanted to control the government and
determine its future political and economic policies, as indeed it has done
ever since the establishment of the State. The Mapai's economic platform was
socialistic, although not radical or inflexible. Through the years it has known
how to make the necessary adjustments to conditions as they arose and it has
invited and stimulated private investments and enterprises in the country.

But from the beginning it looked upon the party of the General Zionists

in Israel as a most serious rival and competitor. The General Zionists' party
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The General Party in Israel was a merger of two groups, one slightly
to the left of the other, which agreed to unite in 1946,
I was a General Zionist and because of the prominence of the position
which I occupied, I came to be regarded as an asset to the General Zionist

Party in Israel, and correspondingly a threat to the political position of the

{
e

Mapai. Had the Z. 0. A. membership#argely been laborite instead of

peedormimatedy;, 'liberal centrist' , all the difficulties and cf:r%})d t:-swhich were

to follow would not have arisen. ,
Not long after the State was established, elections were held for a national
C,“;h‘UMJ- assembly (The 't:.ﬁuy_ﬂ—ji and as the date set for the election, January
25, 1949, approached, electioneering began in earnest and rapidly gained
in intensity. The General Zionists in Israel quite naturzlly pointed to the
political achievements of their friends in the United States. The Mapai, quite
as naturally, found it necessary to disparage them...And so politics bedeviled
our relationship ,and Ben-Gurion as the official leader of the Mapai, and I as the
unofficial leader of General Zionism in America fhus drifted into discord and
misunderstandings. Politically, in theory and method, we were not far apart.
We were both known as maximalists, activists, and -- stubborn. I admired the
3 v As A
very dymanic and courageous leadership which ‘Hn:gave our Movement during
the critical years of the founding of the state. In the hour of decision he

remained firm. He did not waver in his convictions and he did not under-rate

the determination of the Yishuv to fight for its national redemption. But he was




recriminations began to abate in 1652, when the General Zionists joined the
government coalition in Israel, and especially after the election of President
Eisenhower in the fall of 1952, This removed from the arsenal of criticism

the argument which had frequently been employed against me that I was

persona n& grata at the White House. ...
th"‘l—. = p aAMM:A% ] " an
In the days of the politically urleuted#mests, a leader's position

depended on whether he was persona grata at the White House. When President

Truman was elecized in 1948, my stock slumped. When Dwight Eisenhower was
elected President in 1952, my stock rose again. Actually, my Zionist achieve-
ments under the Eisenhower administration, such as they were, were far less
substantial than under the Truman administration, though personally my
contacts with the Eisenhower administration were far more frequent and pleasant.
Important national policies and decisions are simply not arrived at the
""personality' way....Furthermore, the attitude of the State Department under
John Foster Dulles continued to be quite as uncertain toward Israel as it had
been under Hull, Stettinius, Byrnes or MW&M. At times it seemed to be
definitely following a policy of Arab appeasement.

I sensed the cooling off towards me on the part of the friends of the Mapai
in the United States -- the Poale Zion -- as early as 1946, when elections for
the World Zionist Congress of that year were held. The Paole Zion had backed

me up solidly right along and its spokesmen had praised and defended me. But
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There existed in the United States a core of opposition to the leadership
of Dr. Neumann and to myaelf, eve:" since I took averm o & T our
political work in the United States in 1943, In an earlier chapter I referred
to this opposition in connection with the episode of the Palestine Resolutions

in the Congress of the ‘[Jnited States. When this opposition was defeated, it

did not disappear. It simmered through the years, and now, as a result of

s e tlonn
the action which teek-place at the General Council in Jerusalem, it gathered

itself -- as the Committee for Progressive Z_ ionism -- for another attack.
This time the attack was aimed directly at the administration of Dr. Neumann,
but indirectly against me.

The General Zionist Party in Israel had, early in 1948, split. A group
which called itself ""Progressive' seceded from the General Zionist Party and
set itself up as an independent Party. From that moment on, those who did
not follow this group of secessionists were branded as reactionaries. One
needed a microscope to distinguish the precise differences between the
"Progressive' Party and the General Zionist Party. A few years later, they
were to unite again into one Party and their competing subtle ideologies were
forgotten.

ainhusd G A6aet

During my visit to Israel in 1948, I &p}uod-this split in the ranks of
the General Zionists and called on the Progressives to return. At that time I
did not support one group as against the other, and urged their re-unification,
My advice was not taken. In the 1949 national elections, they presented two

separate lists. When a coalition government was formed following the elections,

the Progressives entered the coalition, the General Zionists did not.




It was none of the business of the Jewish Agency to designate the chairman
of the campaign of the U.J. A. This was the function of the United Palestine
Appeal. These three then proceeded to cable Jerusalem urging a special
session of the entire Executive in New Yor#City. The above threead\u'o

s we
wenl, without authorization and without notifying the Chairman.’_‘tu Mr.
Morgenthau and requested him to resume the chairmanship of the campaign
for the coming year.

The Jerusalem Executive of the Jewish Agency came to the United
States and after lengthy discussions, a compromise resolution was worked
out under which there would be tlhree directors, one representing the
Joint Distribution Committee, another the United Palestine Appeal and
a third who would be designated by Mr. Morgenthau. This would have made
Mr. Montor one of the three directors. As a prior condition to his re-
employment, however, he would be required to sign a letter of retraction of

the charges which he had made and would refrain in the future from any and

all controversial political activity related to Zionist funds and to any Zionist

organization. The Committee of Contrigutors would discontinue all 5

activities and would dissolve immediately.

Mr. Morgenthau rejected the Agency's compromise proposal and
demanded that Mr. Montor be given sole authority to run the United Jewish
Appeal. The (Executive then asked me to see Mr. Morgenthau personally
in Florida in an effort to get him to agree to the compromise which had

been worked out by the Executive. Mr, Morgenthau could not see me. Where-

upon the Executive of the Agency reversed itself and yielded to Mr. Morgenthau's
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The Zionist Congress, which met in August, 1951, was a dishevelled
and untidy affair. It had been repeatedly postponed. It was the first time
that Congress met since the establishment of the State. One might have
expected an exalted mood of achievement to dominate it and that it would
devote itself to outlining a program of action for the future of the Movement.
Instead of which, the bitter inter-party strife which had attended the elections
for the Constituent Assembly (Knesset) in Israel in 1950, were reflected
in the Congress where the largest single delegation was from Israel. Like-
wise, the sharp friction which had developed during the preceding three
years between the Mapai group in Israel and the Zionist Organization of
America was also in evidence. The Mizrachi and the General Zionists of
Israel had at first refrained from voting for delegates to the Congress alto-
gether, because of irregularities in the electoral list.

The acrid general debate with which the Congress opened soon reflected
the party cleavages and the clashof personalities. The General Zionists,
who were greatly out-numbered because of the vates which had been allotted
to them, and the strong Mapai-Hadassah and Poale Zion aligiment became
the target of attack, especially the Zionist Organization of America --
and more especially, myself.

Golda Meyerson (now Mair), speaking for the Mapai, delivered an

especially vitriolic attack upon me -- which was so bad that even the labor

paper, '""Davar'", apologized for it.




Instead of planning the future activities of the Movement, the Congress
became badly entangled in an ideological squabble over what came to be
known as "'the Jerusalem Program'. The Israeli delegates, led by the Mapai,
insisted that a rigid formula be accepted by the Movement to the effect that
Zionism means the personal commitment of every Zionist to settle in Israel --
the Ben Gurion formula. (Quote).

This immediately was challenged by the delegates from America. They
resisted the attempt to foist such a formula on the Movement. I,myself,took
took violent exception to it. (Quote).

Of course, we all agreed that there was no need for immigration --
especially from the Western countries -- but to make this obligatory on every
Zionist was to announce to the world that Zionists everywhere are not in-
tegrated citizens of their countries, that Israel is summoning them to renounce

their citizenship.

I left before the Congress was over. It was the last Congress that I

attended.

The political tussles and rivalries within the Movement were now too
much for me. The State was now established and I could not see the purpose
of continually wrangling with Zionists. I could find more helpful ways of
serving the new state.

Thereafter, I declined every elective office in the Movement. My
interest in the Z. 0. A., of course, never flagged. I attended its conventions

and whenever consulted, I gave the organization whatever counsel I could.
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General Dwight D, Eisenhower
President's House

Columbia University

New York, New York

My dear General:

It is with keen interest that I have followed your campaign throughout
the nation and your forthright discussion of the issues which confront the
American people.

I was at the Republican Convention in Chicago, and was greatly pleased,
because of my close association with the cause, at the inclusion in the Paity
platform of a clause on the State of Israel, which reads

""The Republican Party has consistently advocated a

national home for the Jewish people since a Republican

Congress declared its support of that objective thirty years

ago. In providing a sanctuary for Jewish people rendered
homeless by persecution, the State of Israel appeals to our
deepest humanitarian instincts. We shall continue our friendly
interest in this constructive and inspiring undertaking. We shall
put our influence at the service of peace between Israel and the
Arab states and we shall cooperate to bring economic and social
stability to that area."

I do not recall that you have had an occasion during your campaign fully
to define in public your personal views on this subject which is so vital to
the peace and progress of the Middle East and to the defense of our free world.
I know that many of your friends and admirers would be eager and grateful
for such a statement.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

Signed/ Abba Hillel Silver




"The statements on Israel which have been issued by both candidates
for the Presidency of the United States served to strengthen the conviction
that the friendship between America and Israel will become even closer
and stronger in the months and years to come. Our country's support for
Israel has always been bi-partisan in character and the declarations which
were made during the past week by General Eisenhower and Governor.
Stevenson have provided a striking evidence that this bi-partisan policy will
be continued in the future. There is clearly no difference of opinion between
the Republican and Democratic Parties on the question of friendship and
assistance for Israel."

Gen:eral Eisenhower was elected President. On November 18th, he
wrote me a letter in which he said: 'I deeplE‘ appreciate your fine support
during the recent campaign and I look forward to seeing you again soon. "
Governor Dewey wrote: '"You made a wonderful contribution to this tremen -
dous result and I know it must give you the deepest personal gratification. "
John Foster Dulles wrote on November 26th: '"You have always been a good

friend who has stood by me in hours of trouble. "

On December 11th I received a letter from Senator Stiles Bridges

stating that the President-elect, Dwight D. Eisenhower, has requested
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At-a meeting of . e January 22, 1951, Ambassador
Eban asked me to come down to Washington. He laid before me the question |
of &H@"grant—inaid'by the American government and solicited my help in
connection with the introduction of t.he' bill in Congress. I saw Senator Taft
in his office . I discussed with himm American grant-in-aid for Israel. He
said that he would be very happy to help, that he would be prepared to sponsor
such a bill on a non-partisan basis. A week later I received a letter from
Ambassador Eban in which he stated: 'I was greatly heartened to hear the
outcome of your visit here last week. I am convinced that this has taken us
a very long stride forward a.ndfaILsk you to accept this expression of warmest
appreciation. "

Early in February, I received the first draft of the bill and I suggested
certain changes in it. The second draft was then submitted to me. On
February 28th I spoke with Senator Taft by long distance dn-Washington. He
informed me that he was meeting the next day with Senator Douglas to agree

on the final wording. In June Ambassador Eban telephoned me again requesting

that I come to Washington again in connection with the Grantl-in-aid Bill. I did.

Th*;; requested me to see Senator Taft that morning. The Senator indicated

that he would continue to press for his resolution as an authorization resolution
when the President's Omnibus Bill for military and civilian aid came up before
the Foreign Relations Committee.

Note : Find out what was the fate of this Grand-in-aid Bill.




to address myself is, can we think hopefully of the next century as Jews, as
Americans, as members of the human family -- for they are all inter-related.
I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to do so, though we
cannot be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed nor automatic;
nor can we ignore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and wnpredictable
in history have upset all man's careful calculations.

"' I believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we
are moving towards an even greater age. I believe that our present age is one
of the greatest in human history. We are too near our times properly to appraise
them. One requires distance in order to sse great objects in their proper per-
spective. We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil and the conflicts
of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging,

""Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as

lacking in idealism, in aim and purpose, an age of breakdown and disintegration. s,

"In characterizing our ag¢ as great, [ am th[nking in terms of

social progress and|welfare, in terms ¢f human advancemegnt and civilization.

More is being donefin our day for the improvement of the fonditions of the

common man, for fthe raising of his sfandard of living, hi$ health, his education,
and for his proteg¢tion against the disabilities of sickness,| unemployment and

old age, than in fany generation, than|any five generationd in the past. Neve r were
more determingd efforts made to brihg atbout a fairer Ehlring of the wealth that

is produced angl a better way of life for all.




""Never have th¢ submerged races and pepples of the earth risen

as they have risen in our day to demand and to achieye, as they have jo a large

measure achieved, freedom and ;self-determina:i?ﬁ. Within-the last eight years

one-fourth of the .earth/s population -- more than/{five hundred _mijénn non-self-
governing people -- have obtained their politicgl freedom. Impefialisrn and colonial-
ism are in their dgath-throes. Backward pepples are pressing forward into the

light of a new day, and the exploitation of the dark races of thefearth is rapidly
drawing to a glose.

""What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to
see things, but also to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but
a radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution
of man, a change not free, of course, from dangers -- for there is no progress
without danger -- but one of boundless and immeasurgble potentialities.

"I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that
our age is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around
the corner.

""The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve
of the millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of
the hoped-for good society, or away ;from it. Is our age trying to eradicate
poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless

of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of

peoples to national freedom and independence ? Is it trying to organize the world
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The meeting with the President took place on April 26, 1956.
& /
Secretary Dulles Ps/present. We spent about an houx'together. Our
- P &

main topic of corversation was the apprehension of/our people due to

the menacing’ arms retraction:

August 24, 1955
My dear Rabbi Silver:

I am planning to make a statement in New York on Friday
at 5:30 p. m. dealing with the Israel Arab problem and suggesting
possible bases for bringing about a genuine peace in the area. In
this statement, I indicate that the President is prepared to recommend
a substantial contribution to such a settlement, namely:

1. Subscription to an international loan to enable Israel
to discharge its obligation to the refugees which in turn
will help them to get resettled;

United States contribution to water projects which will
develop more arable land which will aid in resettlement;

Good offices, if desired, to assist in making the frontier
adjustments needed to convert the present armistice lines
into permanent boundary lines;

. United States participation in an international treaty
guarantee, preferably sponsored by the United Nations,
of the resultant boundary lines.

1 feel that if this program were carried through, there would be
no great difficulty in settling the remaining problems such as the
question of transit through the Suez Canal, and determining the status
of Jerusalem.

Probably the principal obstacle in the way of solution is the
boundary matter, where the Egyptians seek a substantial part of the
Negeb so as to have common boundaries with Jordan and Saudi Arabia,
but where the Israelis also want continuous access to the port of Agaba.
I feel, however, that these conflicting claims can be reconciled, and
indeed that some reconciliation is in the long run inevitable. This
statement comes out of very long and :careful thought given the matter




But apart from its own merits, the very announcement of such con-
templated action on the part of our government would help to convince
the Arabs that they have nothing to gain in persisting in their present
attitude and that it would be more advantageous to all concerned to
accept those benefits which would flow from negotiated agreements on
all outstanding issues.

I am very eager to be helpful in urging reasonableness and a spirit

of give-and-take on the part of those who may be influenced by my voice
in Israel. Of one thing, however, I am quite certain -- prior to nego-
tiations, Israel will not make concessions with respect to the unresolved
issueé.

I will watch with keen interest the reaction of the Arab governments to your
statement.

With warmest regards, and hoping that you will have a pleasant and
restful vacation, of which I am sure you stand greatly in need, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER

As if in reply to Secretary Dulles' friendly proposals to bring

about peace, the Egyptian government, on September 27, 1955, obtained
: /] f o P M TR
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huge shipments of armsf{x’om Czechoslovakia of such magnitureﬂto create
a dangerous imbalance in the Near East and-seriously threatening the security
Tn"f{?u:"

of Israel. There were, of course, serieus repercussinnsﬁin Israel and in

the Jewish world. On November 9, President Eisenhower appealed to the

Soviet Union to stop the arfns race in the Middle East and declared that the

United States would consider the request for arms which were needed for

legitimate self-defense. On November 16th, Israel formally applied to
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Letter sent to President Dwight D. Eisenhower

The White House -

Washington, D"C. by Izhak Ben-Zvi, President of the
= i State of Israel.

aor. Bt o

Dear Mr. President, o=

I thank you for the warm personal greetings which you sent
me through our good friend Dr. Silver on the occasion of the
Passover Festival and on the eve of the eighth anniversary of the
establishment of our State. I am deeply grateful for this expression
of your friendship for Israel and your kind words of appreciation
of its progress and development. The people who dwell in Zion and
the whole House of Israel will always remember your historic role
as Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe during
the Second World War and the inspired efforts you made in succouring
the surviving remnants of the Jewish people. We trust that the deep
human sympathy you then evinced for a suffering people will stand
us in good stead in our present difficult position.

I am writing you this letter at a grave moment in the life
of our young State. It came into being as a result of an effort of
economic, social and spiritual reconstruction which goes back three
generations. Its emergence received the support of an overwhelming

majority of the United Nations, who were resolved that the Jewish

people should be given the security of a free national life in the

ancient land of their fathers and not again be exposed to the dangers




The position of our government on the Sinai-Suez action was
wrong-headed in the extreme as subsequent developments showed. It
alienated its strongest Western allies, England and France, and weakened
their position and influence in the Arab ' world without improving its own.
Far from preventing the Sové€jit Union from becoming an influential factor
in the Middle East, it actually enabled it to become a serious competitive
power in a part of the world where it had heretofore exercised little
influence. And it contributed nothing toward the pacification of that area
or its stability.

But it was of utmost importance to make sure that Israel would
not be made the scape-goat in this internal crisis which had suddenly flared
up, an ;_E‘ii“:?gercusly divided the free nations of the Western world.

The long and involved story of what followed the presentation
of thga'is sue by the American government to the General Assembly on November
first, need not bemgé&w Israel was not covetous of the territory
which it had conquered in the Sinai Peninsula but was determined to make
sure that in the future its right of transit through the Suez Canal ?éﬁf;fﬁbe

n
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safeguarded, andunobstmcted transit from the port of Elath through the

o-
Gulf of Agaba and that Egypt would be forbidden to maintain Edtyeen bases

N ad
in Sinai. 'gta compliance with the United Nations resnlutimi’to withdraw all

forces behind the armistice line of 1949 was, therefore, slow and contingent

upon obtaining the above assurances which were not#’orthcuming.




In 1956, my book, "Where Judais‘t;n Differed': was publishe_ﬁ. It was

an inquiry into the distinctiveness of Judaism. It was well re,&eived and
in a short time six printings of i.f;were issued. A Hebrew t:;s;nslation of the
book appeared in Israel in 19§1.

In 1961, my book, '"Moses and the Original anah_f-’r. was published.
It, too, was issued by t];(él Macmillan Company. The sli-;bject of this study
was the original Torah of Moses to which the Is'ar»':»ph-at,é;r of later times fre-
quently referred, where it is to be found, and how it fared in pre-exilic times
among the two p;’nples of Northern Israel and Sm.?.t.hern Judah. Because of its
radical apprnz{;,(:h, it aroused considerable controversy, both in traditional
circles and )ijrnong students of Higher Biblical ;riticism.

/

Having been relieved of political office/ and its exacting demands and
/

preoccupations, I found more time for boo%s and study, and I was grateful
for it.

In the Fall of 1957, the struggle over the desegregation of our schools,
which had been ordered by the Supreme Court of the United States in 1955,
reached one of its deplorable climaxes in the Little Rock,episode when
Governor Faubus of the State of Arkansas called out the National Guard to
bar the admission u:[m;rrMNegrn students from entering Central High School.
There were to be other such forceful resistances to the Court decision later

A ;
on by the Gavernnrkof the State of Mississippi and Alabama, leading to

violence and bloodshed.




In my response I said in part:

'""I have attended many memorable gatherings in my life, some of
them arranged in my honor, but the remembrance of this evening which is
attended by so many friends, from America and Israel, graced by the presence
of 1so many eminent men in public life, by His Excellency, the Ambassador
of the United States, by the former Prime Minister of Israel, who has given
his name to an heroic ageu}mmﬂrever be known as the Age of David Ben-
Gurion, by the Chairman of the Jewish Agency, members of the Kenesset and
the heads of so many cultural and educational institutions in Israel, will
remain with me for as long as I live.

I am deeply honored that presiding on this occasion is Dr. Emanuel
Neumann, the friend of my youth, who worked side by side with me through

the years, giving our Movement superb leadership, guidance and the wealth of

his heart and mind.

I find that I have so much to be grateful for as I look back over the

years. I have received gifts richer than I deserve. Providence favored me

with wonderful parents to whom a book was even more precious than a loaf

of b?ead, whose quiet courage, piety, and idealism were both sun and shield

to me throughout my days. Later in life, I was again the recipient of the blessing
of a beloved wife, children and granchildren,amd I was privileged to live in a

free and gracious land. It-is.ne-achievement-to get-to-be-seventy~—You-live long_

enough-and,-eforeyou know it,~you-are seventy!




in its plenitude it is still unfilfilled. The State of Israel is today a great
and glorious fact. It will be even greater and more glorious tomorrow.

But greater than the State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater

than the people of Israel is the immortal vision and hope which sustained
our people through the long centuries, which made of it a covenanted people,

pledged to the ideal of Malchut Shamayim , the establishment of the

Kingdom of God on eart.d?-..

Zionism, as the pledge of affirmative Jewish living in the spirit of our
deathless prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the
Diaspora, to work together for the coming of the next great age, the distant,
the ultimate age, the Messianic Age, when justice;aqﬂ- peace and {freedom will
be established on earth, when " ;-ach man ‘will live under his vine and under
his fig tree with none to make him afraid''.

The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the érama
of the people of Israel. Our people is moving on, the ﬁ'rk of the Euvenan;

is moving on, in greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the

broad highways of the world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the End ufBaya.

W
prefigured by our seers, '"When they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all ﬁ‘fly

holy mountain, and the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as

the waters cover the sea.'.




And so at seventy, dear frients, my days of apprenticeship are about over.
At se\[:enty. the emotional chemistry of a man is such that his boiling-point
is somewhat higher and his freezing-point somewhat lower. Otherwise, he
need not lose his zest for the glorious adventure of life, or cease to be the
willing captive of an imperishable dream, even though he now knows that
you cannot take heaven by storm.

At the end of each of the twenty-four books of our holy Bible, one word
is printed in large type -- "Be strong!" That, you will agree with me, is
excellent advice for any man as he concludes_o*rzg_ volume and turns to the
next one in his book of life.

The very first thing that the good Lord said fo Abraham, who was destined

to become the founder jof our faith, and the anjestor of our race, was:

'"Keep on going''. Abfaham was seventy yearg old when he received that

divine command. H¢ was not told exactly where he should go -- simply,

«
'"Move on to the lajid which I will show you
is a good command to follow at any stage of one's life.

In trust and faifh to keep on going, confidgnt that the true way will be shown

the light of the world. And/this, my ,[riends is exactly what

I intend to dg.
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of mankind. We, their descendants, must be among the first today in
the battle for this spiritual vision of human life. We must inspire our
people with the mighty accents of their historic faith to join with all men
of good will in the courageous attack upon all that disfigures life today
and keeps man from his divine patrimony -- upon poverty, upon the
economic insecurity of the masses, \ipon corruption and social privilege,
upon the war machine and chauvinism, upon race arrogance and exploitation.

Translated into concrete terms, it means replenishing the spiritual
and religious reservoirs of Jewish life -- the synagogue, the religious school,
the academies, the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship. For yaars
now the Jewish communites of the world, other than those, of course, which
were destroyed or ravaged by war and persecution, had to give priority to
works of relief, physical rescue and the reconstruction of the State of Is rael,
Much of this work will have to continue into an unpredictable future. Certainly
there still remains the urgent and compelling need for taking care of the
hundreds of thousands of refugees who are seeking a home in Israel.

But even while this work is going on, and certainly as the urgency
and pressure of that work diminishes, as we hope it will with the years,
increasingly our energies and our resources should be poured into the per-
manent and positive spiritual and cultural institutions and enterprises of

Judaism. We must tpegin to think again in terms of the total picture.of

Jewish life, both geographically and historically. Millions of Jews will live




in Israel in the days to come; millions more will live outside of Israel.

It is the religion of Judaism which will united them , not any political bonds.
Judaism kept our people inside and outside of Palestine together as one
religious fellowship in the past although they were politically unrelated.
For the sake of the Jews the world over, for the enrichment of their own
lives, and for their effective contribution to the progress of the countries
in which they are citizens, and for hastening the day of the KinUum, it is
imperative that we bedin to pour again our creative thinking, our substance
and our energies into the institutions of Jewish religious life.

‘[Fhe five-millien J¢ws of the Uni\ted States m%it to themselves, to

\

: " . \
their children and to this grkat and beloved country of which they are proud
\

and loyal c}*tizens to make Jutllaism as bea&,tiful, meaningful and dynamic

as possible iﬁj their lives and iq the total life of Americaxdesacoraey.




national restoration, and died a poor, broken and tired man at the age of
forty-four.

The Club conducted its meetings, which were at first held in the narrow
quarters of our home, in Hebrew. Father supervised our programs and
corrected our Hebrew. My beloved mother, proud and happy with what we
were doing, looked after us lovingly and, from tiine to time, added her

culinary art to our intellectual repasts. MgkeTW rand-—vatiant

;in Goundless gratitude,

~her loving care, her etout heart and jer deep piety.
We were five children in our family -- my oldest sister BEcssic (Mre.
Seyrieboy), Pearl (zmedathk-Michaclson), my brother Maxwell and our

youngest sister Rose (Mssw=Jacisiailaw). Pearl did young, in 1731, and

though many years have since passed, I think of her often, and-eithe—oweeia
radiated-

ness and joy whieh-ehe— in-ows-home,

Both Bess and Pearl worked and augmented the Iauilyyfin:omt. Their

earnings made it possible for the younger chi.dren to go to school and High

School. By the time I was Bar Mitzvah (13 years old), I also contributed something
to the family budget. 1 taught English to immigrants much older than 1 was,

and Hebrew to children somewhat younger than myself. During the High

Holy Days, 1 earned a few dollars singing in a Synagogue choir.
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In repgr;’?%ﬁ’s jyou see, it has been a Long Day's Journey into
the Limelight....I acted the part of "Moses'" in 1909. Fifty years later I wrote
a book about ""Moses and the Original Torah'. Butl am afraid that in spite nfﬁ
mx histrionic gtalegthér;ﬁmy schularlyrrgséar(clh?a;'Moses still dwells in the thick

e

darkness which he entered on his way up -&a Su%a.:.. Sialw

The Dr. Herzl 'Sion Club was responsible for the founding of the Zionist
Youth Movement in the United States which soon developed under the name of
"Young Judea'. An impressive number of active Zionist and communal workers
and leaders, educators and Rabbis, received their early training in thie club.

The seven years between 1904 and 1911, the year when I left for Cincinnati

to enter the Hebrew Union College, to study for the Rabbinate, were quickening

Gad Sy mvl-:
and developing years for me. The vital culturally mh.-enwron ent of the East

{

Side of those years, alive and turbulent with ideoloeical controversy, bubbling

Fﬁ.—l L
over with the ferment of old world ideas inthew world bottles, the opportunities

for manifold expression which the club afforded, were all that a young man could

. ; I naas oA vad
ask for in the formative years of his life. The mind and spirit were stimulated

f'-‘h-"f /‘-5,
Tahe'grea.d was not always abundant sr—our-home; but the fullness of life was there,
comradeship and challenge and beckoning horizons. We enjoyed a rare freedom
’ - i
[ ‘t"‘\i'}'ﬁﬁ "f"i"'u.J-Jf A
of movement and scope within aﬁdis cipline which was accepted by us as a matter
of course. We were, as it were, on our own in a world where to be on one's own
G T iqia-’_,":pﬂ.li'
meant , as a prior condition, loyalty to a givea way of life.
Among my unforgettable memories of those years were the lectures of the

Rev. Zvi Hirsch Masliansky whigh I attended regularly every Friday evening

in the Educational Alliance. Masliansky was the most popular preacher-lecturer
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on the East Side in those days. Thousands flocked to hear him. He would
enrapture his audience by his eloquence and wit, by the vivid portrayal of the

o
life which h-e"gikmmigrant listeners had left behind them in the Bld World, its
2o, WAl G

spiritual grandeur. its physical poverty a.nd~1ts tyrannies and repressions,

/<

They would sit Epell-bound as he spoke to them of the New World, its-hopes

and promw f\ and of the many problems and-irustratioms which confronted them

and of the frictions which were developing between parents and children. His

impassioned words would reach heights of poetic fervor and grandeur when he

i

spoke of the people of Israelfand' of its destiny and the hope of national restoration

in Palestine.

s Bla Lri VLD
I sat every Friday evening bmm&mp of the stage of the Educa-

tional Alliance -- Rev. Masliansky was fond of me and had invited me to sit there --

and I listened to the captivating flow of his eloquence. After these many years

."} A ﬁ.

I can still taste thehhuney of his words.

In the Fall of 1911, I left for Cincinnati. I decided to study for the Rabbinate.

My—ﬁ:ﬁﬁ«?!ﬁ&mrd—}-mma similar-deeision and-had left the year before.

3 ! }v ﬁ f
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'; following a family tradition. My father was an ordained Rabbi
and so was his father before him. He had studied at the famous Yeshiva of Slabotka

in Lithuania. But he never occupied a Rabbmm post either in the Old W‘nrld or the

1 ; ..'r § Ul -’r'.-r'r"' ag ﬁ"f Qs Iz r"“[.,u‘ NGy e '\ i ] s
New. R—Ie earned his living in New York as a teacher of Hebrew, Though himself . L3

Orthodox, he raised no objection to ﬁr enrolling in a Reform seminary. He
belonged to the "enlightened'" wing of Orthodoxy. He was at home in several
languages -- Russian, German, Lithuanian -- and wrote a beautiful Hebrew. When,

years later, he settled in Palestine (now Israel) he published two volumes of
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Biblical commentaries, '""Chashukei Kesef' (Filigrees of Silver) which critics have
praised as a fine blending of Rabbinic and scientific scholarship.

My d?&ision to enter the Hebrew Union College was not the result of ﬂlear
ideological choice. Because of my love for the home of my childhood and the religious
way of life of my parents, I had then and still have a warm affection for Orthodox
Judaism, but I felt no strong intellectual commitment to it, either as to its practice
or doctrine. I and my young friends were reaching out, quite unconsciously, for the oo
more liberal type of Judaism. I was aware, of course, of the anti-Zionist tradition

of Reform Judaism but before me were the examples of eminent men like Gustav
Lo Un Tt
Gottheil, who though a Rabbi of 3 leading Reform Temple, was also Vice-president
- A e » o, . h. aﬂl;;pb - #
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of the Hebrew Union College -- and a one-tirhe instructor there -- who was Secretary

M~

of the Federation of American Zionists and at the same time Rabbi of a Reform Temple.
That was true also of Dr. Stephen S. Wise, who headed a liberal congregation in

New York and was a leader in Zionism. One really never knows what motivates
OLln S Vot
some-af the basic designe of one's life, but looking over the years I am inclined to

f.‘-_."' e &
believe that the decision which I made was a wise decisrom.

I spent four years at the Hebrew Union College and at the University of

Cincinnati. My days there were very pleasant. The members of the College Faculty
. : (4
. 2 ke |
were masters oltheir fi lds, some of them world-renowned. They revealed to me
%A-—r,."—"‘l :_l.fﬂ
thePdepths of genuine Jewish learning and each in his own way influenced me, some

by their zemarkable scholarship, others by the example of their lives, still others

A «
by the genuine warmth of their personality. No attempts were made to indoctrinate

the students. The sharp controversy which had raged at the College a few years

prior to my entrance over the issue of Zionism, and which had resulted in the
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resignati::m of two of its professors, had apparantly subsided, and
while the College still reflected the prevailing anti-Zionist position of Reform
Judaism, it was no longer militant about it. A student could preach a pro-
Zionist sermon in the College Chapel if he so desired, and some of us did,
he was not disciplined for it.

At the University, I edited a literary magazine called ""The Scribe'',
At the College, I founded and edited '""The Hebrew Union College Monthly'".
One of my classmates at the College was Solomon B. Fyeehof, a brilliant

.
student, who years later taught at\the College, became Rabbi of the Rgform
Temple of| Pittsburgh and is now hdad of the World Union fpr Progressiye
Judaism. |We became close friends \and through the years cooperated
in many caphses, We were practically of the same age, and wg were delighted
to attend ealch other's sixtieth and seventieth anniversary celebXkations in ou
respective communites,
also

During my first year in Cincinnati, I helped to organize a Hebrew-
speaking society, the '"Ivriah'. We held public meetings and organized
courses for the study of modern Hebrew.

My early love for the Hebrew language was, of course, a by-product
of my early training and my home environment. But in later years I came

to understand how vital the cultivation of Hebrew really was for the preser-

vation of Jewish life.

No Jewish community ever contributed culturally or scholastically

to Jewish life which did not/ foster the Hebrew language and literature. No

Jewish community ever syrvived for long whkch ignored Hebrew.

tly employed other language media for religious-




I was ordained in 1915 and I was called to my first pulpit in Wheeling,
West Virginia. The community was relatively old, as%%—gn%unizgs in the Ohio
Valley go, and was thoroughly Americanized. Almost everyone belonged to
the Temple and attendance at worship on Friday evenings was relatively better
than that of their descendants in later times. Their loyalty to Judaism was
greater than their knowledge of it. Religious education in the Sunday School
was rudimentary with untrained volunteer teachers and inadequate religious
text-books. But much of the life of the community centered in the Temple.

I served as Rabbi in Wheeling for two years, during which time I learned
much about the nature and problems of a small Jewish community in the Middle
West, which in many ways differed from those of the older and larger communi-
tiesin the East. Jewish life here was far more peripheral, much less rich than

ban
the int‘;ndve Jewish life which I knew in the East. As a Rabbi, I came close to

p tadnets b

people whum.w I sau#as individual human beings in the setting

-
of their every-day lives -- not merely as;grnup abstraction§ imeeme-ideologital
pro-er-comarrangemeat. [ found great warmth and helpfulness among these

people and to this day I cherish my pleasant memories of them. Some years

w0

later retyrned to Wheeling to, marw, Virginia Horkheimer, —amdsr
: : my life : graced and guided it ever sincea

I was called to the pulpit of The Temple in Cleveland in 1917 and I have

remained there ever since. Cleveland had a Jewish population of gf?"'r:aoa. \.‘ /

Already in those yearsthe Temple was an important and influential congregation

in the United States. My predecessor, Rabbi Moses J. Gries, was a man of
’
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great dedication and of high personal integrity, but ultra—mn his

interpretation of Judaism. In later years I was to re-introduce many
elements of ritual and ceremony which he had discarded -- the Friday
evening and Saturday morning services to supplement the Sunday morning
lecture-service, as well as the teaching of Hebrew in the Sunday School
and on week-day afternoons. Rabbi Gries was anti-Zionist and so pre-
sumably were also the majority of the members of the Temple. But my
"*reforms' and my Zionism, which soon made themselves manifest, did
not encounter any marked resistance. Perhaps my youth and the reception
which the entire community gave to my preaching, helped me. The Temple
always allowed me a free pulpit. Occasionally I found myself under the
necessity of advocating a social, economical or political cause which was
unpopular or distasteful to some or to many in the congregation, but no

effort was ever made to restrain me.

A minister is, of course, never entirely free_in-hie—prefession. No
one working in and through an institution is entirely free. One cannot expect
to have the perfect freedom and independence, say, of a prophet, and still
be the endowed and accredited spokesman of an organized group. Ina
minister of small integrity, this makes for a measure of insincerity. But

in most cases it serves to increase the minister's patience without de-

creasing his courage or his dedication.




When in later years I had to absent myself for long periods of
time in connection with my Zionist activities throughout the country, or
over-seas, the Temple people were extremely patient with me.

Wmmmmme
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the years of +1T1 2 T : ITT; 5 -

te-mer—l-eajeyedand-vatuved-their-friendship. On my seventieth birthday
r

I told my congregation it has been good to grow old among people whom one
loved...
Our two sons, Daniel Jeremy and Raphael David were born in Cleveland.

Daniel Jeremy is now Rabbi of the Temple. Raphael David, a graduate of

Harvard Business School, is active in the business world. Both have brought

Joy to our home -- they, their wives and their children.

Cleveland has been a good city to work in. The cosmopolitan character
of its people endowed it with a commendable spaciousness. Intolerance of
any sort found it difficult to take permanent root. Cleveland has a strong
liberal tradition dating back to the days of Tom Jo hnson. Neither reaction
nor radicalism made much headway in Cleveland. The city is carried along
by a sound, confident and steady-going liberalism.

For one brief spell following the World War, during the notorious

era of the Palmer Red hysteria, Cleveland went hay-wire with the rest of




rallies and spoke in many parts of the country in behalf of Liberty Bonds,

In the ssimmer of 1918 I went over-seas for the United States Committee on
Public Information and at the request of the French High Commission. 1
visited the Front, the Army camps, hospitals and the installations of the

Red Cross, the Y. M. C. A., the Jewish Welfare Board and the Salvation Army.
My assignment was to see what provisions were made for the care of our troops
over-seas.,

d In France I met many distinguished Fremchmen -- Albert Thomas,
Maurice Barres, Joseph Reinach, Emile Boutroux and others and learned
their views on the future peace, on Franco-American cooperation and on
Russia, where the Bolshevik Revolution had but recently overthrown the

Kerenski government and had pulled Russia out of the war. I returlt}‘%ome to

tell the story of what I saw, My report was seemingly not all that the super-

s pf
pa.triﬂtsrexpected for thereafter and until the end of the war a member of the
*-"‘

Secret Service attended every one of m}r‘ Sunday morning mﬁnuu%:&t the

close of the war I was decorated by the French government, "Officier de

l'Instruction Publique''.

I was disillusioned with the Peace Treaty Whil:lfl followed the war. 1 spoke
out against it: '"The .treat}' of peace as we have it cannot, by any, stretch of the
imagination, be called a peace treaty. There is no promise of peace in it.

It has many ﬂf the earmarks of the Peace of Vienna of 1815 and the Treaty of

1871, 1Itis v:-ﬂ},,,/\. (Mf:g to a degree and vindictive in a frightful measure,
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The spirit of vae victus (woe to the vanquished) is written large on it. One looks

in vain for that spacious generosity, that spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation,
that healing sympathy which one was led to anticipate from the words of our leaders

and spokesmen.' (See "In Time of Harvest', Macmillan Company, 1963. p. 30.)

I was persuaded that the League of Nations which President Wilson was urging

1
upon the Allied nations and with so much idealisn} with’ such cogent logic would be

endangered by the harsh terms of the Peace Treaty which was being imposed upon
the defeated nations I had previously been a strong advocate of a League of Nations
and hadrquen in many cities in favor of Eucﬂ league, but when I returned from
Europe in 1920, after the Treaty of Versailles had been published, I was convinced
that "'it was not a treaty of peace but a treaty of war and that any league organized

to perpetrate such a treaty is organized for war''. (See The Cleveland News, Oct. 19,
1920.) In an address before the Cleveland City Club, speaking on "Europe Revisited"
I declared: '""What one carries back with him from Europe is a confirmed feeling of
the almost absolute futility of war. The gains which the world can credit itself with
as a result of the war do not justify the sacrifices. European governments have ,
learned practically nothing from the war.'" (The Cleveland Press, Oct. 16, 1920.)

I was shocked and dismayed by the wave of intolerance, witch-hunting and

anti-Red hysteria which swept over our country after the war. Those were the days

of the Red Scare and the Pﬁx'”ﬂ‘*—raids. Cleveland was in the grip of}ia hysteria.

On May 1, 1919, a parade of socialists and sympathafﬂc%dﬂwaa broken up in a
bloody riot. The n ext day two sncia.liatf centers were attacked by mobs, ransacked

and their occupants beaten up.




Free speech was muzzled in our city. Under the auspices of the City
Club, the one liberal body in Cleveland which had kept faith with true Ameri-
canism, I addressed open-air meetings in the Cleveland Public Square and

elsewhere in the city. I called upon ﬁ;::'fellow-citizens to return to democratic

=
sanity and safe-guard the traditional values of our free American society.

A (8.3
LA Y
I helped to organize a group of Cleveland men for law, order and free speech.

VA
In 1927, the National Society of Scabbard and Blade, the Reserve Officers

o
Training Corps, Key Men of America, and similar organizations issued a

~
Black List of fifty-six '"dangerous un-American personages who were working to

undermine the government by their communistic tendencies''. It was a dis-

tinguished list. It contained such names as Miss Jane Adampis, Senator William

E. Borah, Senator Robert M. LaFollette, Professor John Dewey/g;'::.rwaod Eddy.

I was honored by being included in this Black List. Later on 1 was to be
blacklisted also by the Daughters of the American Revolution.

I was not troubled by this blacklisting but I was troubled by the growing

U Lt: b»....;-.a-h &

intolerance a.mong_nur_pﬁupla as;mdenced by the increasing number of these

self-constituted so-called patriotic bodies which were growing up like weeds

on the American soil. Anyone who was a known liberal, an enemy of child-

labor, a defender of the rights of the Negro, an advocate of the World Court,
-

a pacifist,bnn?ﬁwhu favored the recognition of Russia, was automatically

blacklisted.

riotism and




?%:f denied categorically that he had any intention of breaking with the
L

World Zionist Organization. The so-called Brandeis plan which he presented
to the leaders of the London Conference was his only in detail. It was Weizmann's
as well.
After my conversation with the Justice, I was inclined to think that there
was much more of misunderstanding concerning all that had transpired than
was at first apparent, and that much of the conflict of npinionﬁqcslm to it. The
Justice apparently could not present certain important facts to the delegates
at the time, nor could he explain in full the reasons for the position which he
was at times compelled to take. Some of the delegation were accordingly led
to certain conclusions, based on ignorance of the facts and on misun:E::;_tanding.

J&m@mﬁwﬁcf& b ramdain porhon o

;\1 concluded that the differences between Weizmann and Brandeis could hews-
&.&umpromiaed. I was never taken in by the m;hich went the
rounds about the fundamental ideological coﬁﬂ.ict which existed betweenﬁtwa
concepts of Zionism -- between that of Eastern European Jews which Dr.
Weizmann represented and that of Western European Jews which Justice
Brandeis represented -- the so-called irreconcilable struggle between
Washington and Pinsk., Weizmann's protagonists at the time, especially
Louis Lipsky, made much of it and Dr. Weizmann, himself, dwelled on it at

the time and later on in his '""Trial and Error'. It is true that Dr. Weizmann
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In 1924 we moved into our new Temple in University Circle. Itis a

#
o

beautiful structure of a modified Byzantine & It has been described as

"' a building which is not only architecturally satisfying, but which expresses

in itself the deeply religious spirit and the essential unity of the Jewish faith''.
(The Architectural Forum, Nov. 1925). It was built before the vogue developed

to build functional synagogue structures.
7 LTy

I have always hadl|strong reservations on the newdesign trends in
contemporary church architecture. The church has lived with many types
of architecture in many paris of the world, types which it created, borrowed
or embellished. The test of\an effective church style is neither its antiquity
nor its modernity. Any building which is conducive to prayer and meditation,
which fosters in man a mood of humble quietude and reverence, and which gives
" him sanctuary from the clamor\of the market place and the drabness of the
commonplace is, from the pointlof view of the mission of the church and
synagogue, good architecture,

It may be old in design or it may be new, or it may be a blending of
the two -- it matters not, provided\the spirit of man finds shelter in it and
is moved by its beauty and harmony and the memories which it arouses to
dwell on the mystery of life and the dternal ways of God.

A church design which is mer¢ly untraditional, which deliberately
startles by its feats of novelty, which pmbodies abstractions in constant
need of commentary, or which attempt4 to make the religious edifice
"functional" in the mechanical se:use of the term, aligning it with the nigh

universal trend toward functionalism in dur industrial society, misses,

.




I am afraid, the Yery unique and redemptive contribution which a house of
worship can make Yo the beset and troubled spirit of modern man when it turns
to the courts of the Lord in quest of peace and spiritual security.

When a man entkrs a church or Ssynagogue to pray or to be instructed
in the word of God, he should be moved to exclaim not "How modern! How
functional! How sensatio ally different!" but, '""This is none other than a house
of God and this is a gate to\heaven'\

In 1959 we added additional facilities to our Temple and we acquired

additional land to build a parking area and also a small park. We were

1~
: . 7>
determined to remain where we were, and notf_rnove to the suburbs where many

of our members were moving. 1 regarded the flight of churches and synagogues
to the suburbs as a mistake. We have had no occasion to regret our decision.

Our membership through the years has increased, and the University Circle,

where we are now located, with its numerous su-}huil and social hM

. “
is fast developing into the most impressive cultural center.in the Eﬂ%&m
! et

Here I have worked these forty years. In spite of my many extra-mural
and out-of-town activities, and the many demands which were made upon me
by national and international causes, I tried not to neglect my Temple work.

I was in my pulpit most every week-end and preached most every Sunday.
I taught my Confirmation classes regularly, conducted classes for adults,
supervised the general activities of the Temple and attended to the pastoral

duties of my office. I did not visit people as often as I might have for I did not




have the time for it, but I did not wholly neglect that part of my ministry
either -- and my associates in the Temple supplemented my work. I never
regarded the purely pastoral phase of a Rabbi's work as of primary importance.
In the tradition of the Rabbi, it never loomed large, though in the eyes of many
. |41 5oane Ry ,

members modern congregations it is all-important. ﬁ'{‘,he Rabbi was primarily
the teacher, not the pastor.

I would prepare my sermons very carefully, writing them out in full

and then memorizing them. I seldom spoke extemporaneously. 1 waaﬁreverent

of the spoken word. I feared that the inspiration of the moment may be late

in coming. Only in recent years, and on occasions which called for scrupu-

lous care in wording did I resort to a manuscript. @

As a rule, my sermons never exceeded thirty to forty minutes. Beyond
that, both preacher and congregation reach a point of no return....But capsule

sermons to satisfy the quick-lunch taste of modern Temple-goers never appealed

{ - ;#l/h

to me. They are usually devoid ofﬁnutriment and free of;alnrie Siis
One of the subjects which I stressed most often in the pulpit and euteide
Qn-uaFious platfcrmf was the importance of Jewish education. I recall that in
the keynote address which I delivered at the Golden Jubilee Convention of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations in 1923in Carnegie Hall, I stated:
"In deference to ourselves let us be frank. Our religious schools are

inadequate. Their curricula are rudimentary and faulty. The time allotted to

the religious education of our children is all too short. We cannot transmit a
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heritage of three thousand years, the learning and wisdom of thirty centuries,
the history, religion, ethics and literature of a people, all in the one or two
hours a week during the few years of the child's school life. We Rabbis frankly
confess our inability to cope with this problem. You Jewish laymen must
look to it. It is you who must take the initiative in this tremendousdy urgent
work. Fony remember that our religious schools/must do much moye than

e elementary his

The schgol along with the h¢me and the Synagogue must inculcate the essential
mental/and spiritual qualities of our people, the collective soul apd mind, as
it were¢, of our race, the Jewish attitude and the Jewish point of view, the

passign of the prophet, the piety of the Psalmist, the dream of the poet, the

faith pf the martyr, the high hope and sa..:richial valor and the morale which

!
make for victory.

/
78 r L/

My deep concern with Jewish education led me to organize the Bureau
of Jewish Education in Cleveland in 1924, with the aid of the Federation of
Jewish Charities and with the cooperation of the other rabbis of the city. A
survey had revealed the startling fact that 14, 000 Jewish children of school
age,out of 21,000 in our community, were receiving no religious training
whatsoever, either in Religious Schools, Hebrew Schools or through private
instruction. The Bureau applied itself to the establishment of schools in all
parts of the city, to the support of the existing educational institutions which
were not thementirely self-supporting and to the training of Religious School
and Hebrew School teachers.

I was elected President of the Bureau and actively served in that

capacity for seven years. The Bureau has served well thoough the years and

is today an important educational agency in our community.
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Judaism? I was never enamoured of sys temauc theology, though, of course,

A
I had studied theology, not only as part of my training in preparation for my
ordination, but subsequently to discover what new ideas and insights have been
added. I found wen& in the writings of the renowned theologians of our day or
of the generations which preceded them. - They all said the same things in
different ways with different emphasis. Some were more obscure than others,
some more ponderous than others, but all ended up with the same few simple
truths which are the essence of all the religions of the Western World, truths
which the anc:.'lant seers and prophets of our religion had stated with greater

™ Jw lana ;_‘,ﬁi.ﬂj Tu..k.m‘}#h
clarity, conviction and eloquence. Furthermore; T never extullad one type

of Judaism over another. I never critized Orthodox Judaism, nor deprecated

Conservative Judaism, nor extolled Reform Judaism. I was never an “3;-

thodox" Reform Jew. These distinctions interested me very little.

W 10‘-‘-*-"’ & ﬁﬂ-w,m
In fact I was rather critical of Reform Judam:.x.ag'whrch-miniﬂtry'f

9?‘-1; F}n_n;»tuwu&)frﬂwiyfmr

l"‘"""

ser I baheved that the pioneer reformers and their disciples aftex them
were too zealous to "modernize'' Judaism, and too self-conscious about
modernity, There was too much emphasis in their thought and speech upon
"'reform', ''change', ''progress'', too little upon ''rebirth', 'return', tracing
back to God''. Nothing is so shallow and ephemeral as modernity. The very
word suggests a mode, a fashion, an-improved-and passing version which

has its practical utility, to be sure, but which must not be confused with that

which is of the essence and of the eternal. They were too eager to accommodate,
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And so, when I taught my people about Judaism, I spoke to them not

of competitive denominational Judaism, but of the essentials and the eternal

values of their historic faith.

I spoke of an old religion, reaching across many

centuries and many lands, embracing.many-eultures and reflecting the great

variety of experiences of our people. J’Jdaism, I often reminded|them, is not

a fixed and invgterate set of dngmaﬁj anc

remained constant and inflexible througl

creed which

stamp of appy¥oval of some authorized C}T.\rch council.
Nor is Judaism based on some outptanding’event in the h

Jewish people, or

great person
Rather

sensitive peoj

or the religigqus genius of this people which gives organic unit]

L
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the centuries.

| doctrines and observandges, which have

It is not a formalized

nsists of so many articlepg of faith which have reteived the official

itles,, played a significant

is it the evolving faith and|

we call JudaiFm.

Just as

have been in 1

and the refurTxers. the ritualists and thé

mystics, the g

is the case with all other r

riests and the prophets.

predominated,

but most often they inter

some extraordinary pefsonality, althoug

ble through long centuries ¢f time, and it is only

v

eligions, so also with

1
h
n

ole in the developme

the ethical thinking of

pietists, the rational!

story ofi/the

7oric events, Uk
of our faith.

a spiritually

the religious sense

to the faith which

Judaism, there

t from time to time variou§ schools of thought; t*e traditionalists,

sts and the

|t times, the views of

bne or the other

netrated and modified one another.

But it is not d\l{ficult at all to discover bdneath the surface of th% se movements




and currents the deep

out the ages. Aﬂids the many changes of opinign and emphasis, if is quite easy
to discern the outlin¢s of the major trends, the/key ideas,

the unfailing and befkoning horizons of the historic faith, Judaisn.

There is a rdyal road which stretches flown the ages fromf Abraham and
Moses t o our own|[time. There is an unbrokpn highway which gonnects the
world-view of the early patriarchs, the later prophets, the s¢ribes, the sages

LS

and the Rabbis. ch, of course, ¥ a child| of his age, but they all share a common

LS

belief and outl?ﬁ which are ageless.
9 W‘é&ﬁ _'E__i;m-&.g MT*JJH:__M’ qu-af*: Lo
!\‘fﬂ‘e great insights of Judaism Mfsecugnizable in all stages of its

S
development: That God is One, api-rﬁ&ai,—é'remd—ﬁu{m{-ﬁte—uﬁme.

indwelling in all nature, and je t transcending it, near to man in all his needs

and yet beyond man's comprehension; that God can never be represented and is
never incarnated; that man, whilefashioned out of the earth, is nevertheless made
in the spiritual image of God; that while man is bound by his physical and mental
limitations, he is nevertheless boundless in his moral aspirations, and he is

free to determine his own spiritual progress through his own efforts, assisted

by the grace of God; that both body and soul are of God and that the whole of

man -- body, mind and soul -- is sacred; that all men are equal in their essential
humanity and in the sight of God; that there is but one moral law for prince and
pauper, for ruler and subject, for native born and the stranger; that life is good
and is a gracius gift of God; that the evil which exists in the world can be over-

come, and in the overcoming of it lies the meaning and the adventure of human

. el Pt |
life, and that a gldm age of universal justice and brotherhood and peace awaits
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the human race, to be ushered in by the efforts of the human race; that there is
a reward for goodness in time and in eternity, and punishment for evil which
can be averted through repentance; that man's principal concern should kbe
with life this side of the grave since ''the hidden things belong to God but the
things that are revealed belong to us and our children, that we may do all the
words of the law."

Some of the great religions of mankind posgless one or more ofAhese
ideas; some have adopted them directly from JAdaism; but Judaisph has woven
them all into a fingle and unique pattern, hgs integrated and co

¢ and magnificent religioug/philosophy and into An ethical code

povwerfully influenced the divilization of manki

I would always stress the thought that while Judaism is the religion of
the Jewish people, evolved by it and entrusted to it, its mission was to spread
its teachings to the whole world. The message of Judaism i universal. &
God—s-the—God-ofthe whole-ef~mankindy—The—Temple-is-a-how-e-of-prayerfox
all-peopl&as. Israel conceived of itself as a covenanted people, -a—misston—
dowered-people, trained through a self-imposed discipline to be, as it were, an

army of the Lord, to carry this revelation of the One God and of His mandates

of-faith-and-of right living to all men everywhere. It was chosen not for any

special favors or special privileges, but for the hard, exacting obligations

f

of spiritual leadership whichis so often a crown of thorns.
!

As an historic faith, infused with the life experience of the Jewish

people, Judaism naturally reﬂectF in some df its customs, symbols, ceremonies




and festivals, the special experiences and the special needs and hopes

of the Jewish community, but the light of its spiritual and its ethical

vision is intended for the whole of mankind. Judaism excluded no one

from sharing in its faith because of race or of caste. In fact, no one
2d.

need$ to be formally admitted into its fold in order to be ''saved'.

This is the Judaism which I taught my people through the years --

in sermon, lecture, address or classroom instruction. This is the Judaism
ﬂﬁjﬂb

which 1 applied in interpreting therfvents of the day, from week to week,

from year to year.

It is difficult to estimate the effectiveness of one's ministry.
The minister deals in imponderables. The business-man can point to
his profits, the physician to the sick whom he cured, the lawyer to the
cases which he won in court, the engineer to the structures which he built.
The minister can point to no such tangible achievements. He does not know
whether his teaching is followed or not, or whethe r his preaching has any
influence whatsoever,

But he will not lose heart, for it is not his duty to complete the
work but neither is he free to disist from it.

In 1927, I published my book, '"Messianic Speculations in Israel",
from the First through the Seventeenth Centuries. The nucleus of the book
was the doctorate thesis which I had presented to the faculty of the Hebrew
Union College in 1925, which I enlarged and completely revised for publica-

tion. It was well received in the scholarly world. In 1958, a paper-back




edition of the book was published by the Beacon Press. 1 added a brief
preface which carried the story of Messianic Speculations in Israel up
to the time of the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.

The Messianic motif in Jewish history has always intrigued me.
The Messanic hope sustained the Jewish people through centuries of
darkness, homelessness and persecution. In its prophetic expression,
as the beckoning vision of a redeemed humanity, it continues to guide,
inspire and sustain men of good-will everywhere.

In 1931, I published my book, ""Religion in a Changing World" --

a series of essays on the place of religion in the modern world. It was

exceptionally well received. It was a '"'"best seller' among religious books

in its day.
G\ A Hx )0 1.
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tHe ehureh should enter the arena of social

te-‘ 4 Jrl

and political life and the good society,
ad e jmey g

I believed that the first great service which the church}\the

effective arm of religion, €am render the cause of social justice is to

galvanize by education and inspiration the will of men so that they will

seek justice and pursue it.

ol i e
"Qﬁ-&iﬁr should not remain content to speak of social justice
in the abstract. not an academy for.speesl social sciences. Tﬂu-l

Lyt
-8 a dynamic agency for social reconstruction. must enter the arena

of life and do valiant battle for its sanctities.
On g Syt

h-cannot, of course, align itself with a propaganda for

one specific economic system as against another. It must not involve itself

in economic dogmatism. ’R—too would be to suffer a severe loss in

spiritual prestige and authority. The church would be compelled either
to champion an existing order in spite of its sundry and inevitable flaws,
or a new order, which might fail even to approximate the virtues claimed
' { ’)ﬂ.' ruﬁ-.flﬂ-ﬂ _
for it. is not concerned with systems, but with the safe-
guarding of principles which each age must be challenged to work into
such a system as will best meet its requirements. Whether it be capitalism,
socialism or communism, there are basic principles of justice at stake
. KA Mhﬁftw,mﬂm;m
in each, and t must under all conditions remain free to defend these

ideals for which no system holds adequate guarantees.

- a2 f g 2
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This Cenceptdh of mine as to the role of organized religion in modern
society guided me through the years both in my pulpit utterances and in my

Q
active participation in ¥he-maany social moggvements of the day.

Es-;ié&‘ahy in the dark days of the economic depression, when so many

of our fellow-citizens were jobless and their families in dire want, I spoke up
time and time again on the social menace of unemployment.

Bu 1927 the unemployment situation had become very serious in Cleveland,
as indeed it had become 3@ all over the country. I urged upon the City of Cleveland
immediate large-scale construction jobs as a means of bringing Imhsediate relief
to the unemployed and adequate local, state and federal relief.

It was at this time that I began my campaign for unemployment insurance
which was to continue for almost a de cade until the State of Ohio adopted it.

- -

loyment. Periodic unemploy-
g=s-/destroys morale,/and undermines

ect. It discourgges those who seeftheir small

savingsj which they had thropigh careful econofny set aside for the education of

nt. As their savjings vanish, their pride too, and their
families, -ﬁ:’rkﬁany man finds the
burden of caring for a family too heavy tq bear when he is unable to find work.
Unemployment was forcing thousands to the doors of charitable institutions
and nothing is more degrading and desolating., Eoxr the—family-of-a-self-respecting
workingman-to-be-compelled-to-ask charity-is-to-drainmthe—tast-bittér dregs—of-the—
<cup-of-life~ This social pauperization of the manhood and womanhood of our land

is a blot on the honor of this, the fairest and richest country in the world.
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The fear of joblessness is—dreadfully-demoralizing. -1t robs a man/:-'f that
V,

sense of security and stability’ upon which alone pafmanent character/values can
be built. Unemploymeni/is‘ also hurtful to indusﬁry and business. ;.A...-u.ua.tk.i.ngman-
p,
/ P /
cannot be loyal-to-an-industry which may_a_g,anyﬂmamantrﬂauhe;shghtmﬂn:mthn—
/ - /
/’ /
in-the-market; throw him-out-upon-want and misery It al_ﬁp’finterferes seriously
/
with industrial’efficiency and organization.
: A . .
Unemployment, 1 was convinced, isnot an insoluble problem. Periodic fluctu-

-

ations of prosperity and depression are not inevitable. The business cycle,.&ff;—ﬂ‘-‘i
-
.

to a large extent, :Ec-ntralled. If the ame amount of intelligent research and-investzve
ingenuity which has gone into technical improvement and the production end of
American industry had gone into the problem of the regularization of production ,

the stabilization of markets, and the control of credits, the dread ghost of the
business cycle would have been laid long ago.

Abeve=all, I urged that a law should be passed establishing compulsory unem-
ployment insurance for all workingmen. Every workingman is entitled to be protected
against involuntary unemployment, just as he is entitled to be protected against
the disability of sickness and old age. Unemployment insurance is a legitimate
charge against industry the same as accident insurance or fire insurance. Ehe~ Qg
insurance plan should be so drafted and the premiums should be so graded as to

fa.ﬂ.ﬁi,m}-fmﬁ}"
put financial pressure upon the employer to steady employment within his industry.

The first concesn of a country should be its laboring pgpulation. The security
of a country rests/upon a contented working class. Richa d prosperous A erica can
not afford to subjgct millions to recufrent periods of ungmployment and want and

to drive thousangds to beggary and alms taking.




The Consumers League of Ohio had since—1928 been studying the

problem of unemployment which was beginning to assume serious proportions .

® - { o'
zlfn%rjgﬁpon it that_yoer the wisdom of concentrating on unemployment
~

insurance as a means of solving the relief problem which was caused by
unemployment.'I should like to see a great movement started in this country
on the part of those who are alert to the situation, for unemployment insurance."
In April, 1930, the League appointed a committee to make-a study o unemploy-
ment insurance with the idea of framing legislation on the sibject. The
committee consisted of economists, representatives of labor and industry,
social workers, and civic and religious leaders. It met in the Parlor of my
v

Temple on Friday evenings for a fleriod of six months. It studied intensively
every phase of unemployment insurance and the insurance plans which had
been adopted ‘s;hnther countries.

As an outgrowth of this study, it was decided to sponsor a bill for
unemployment insurance in the Ohio Legislature. A public meeting of
citizens was then called on December 15, 1930, to receive the draft of the
proposed bill for consideration and action. At this meeting, the Cleveland
Committee for Unemployment Insurance was officially organized and I was
elected Chairman. The meeting wwseting voted to authorize the Chairman to
appoint committees to secure the endorsement of other organizations throughout

the State, to interview members of the Ohio Legislature, to organize a

Speakers Bureau and to do whatever else was necessary to further the movement,.
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Our Bill was introduced in the Ohio State Legislature in January,

1931. It was known as the Reynolds-Keifer Bill. Hearings on the Bill were

held in Columbus and I appeared before the Legislature on February 17th.
Prior to my appearance, the Executive Director of the State Council

of Retail Merchants circularized the membership of the Council with the

warning: '""When the eloquent Rabbi Silver appears in Columbus before
legislative committees, with packed galleries, pleading for such a cause,
LOOK OuUT!"

At these hearings I said:

"You have liftened this evening to the proponents who came from
the ranks of busingss-men, laboring men, spcial workers, teachers,
economic experys. I should like to have yqu hear a word from anotle r
profession, thg profession of the ministry. I believe thatl voice, in a

measure, itf sentiments on this subject/ We are all devoting ourselves to

the task of translating some of the basfc moral ideals of our religions into

human institutions, just laws and a better way of life for all our

"I have been amazed in recent years as I became progressively more
and more aware of this problem, of the relative indifference of the American
public to the whole problem of unemployment until it becomes as acute as
it has in recent months. We assume that unemployment is inherent in our

industrial system and can offer only emergency relief, We have overlooked




capitalistic system. You do not believe it, nor do l.

"This Bill is sound, this Bill is practical, jit is conse rvatived/it has taken

_....r—--.._

r ¥ "L., Lo .,.....-"H-___..J“}“

into account all the experiences of Germany and England.Why-shouldn't-the great
State of-Ohio~take_the first stein which will-immediately be followed by other
_dndustrial-states ?

o L .---_-*fr

"I voice thefsennment(of men and women who work in the field of religion,
who are close to men and women in th"é-i?r#n’?e‘ds. s

There were those who spoke against the bill, representatives of industry
and business.

Both the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce

worked for its defeat.

The Bill was killed in the Senate on March 12th, and in the House on March 26th.
Ll & ¢ N3

However, as a result of the great mteresii arﬂused in unemployment insurance
by the mtroductlon of the Bill and due to the manifold activities of our committee, 2,
J‘t«‘\--\f“ {-—W-"‘r _-’r',-. j._..p;h‘l; I.-"'~- ._-” l
the Ohio Legislature on April 9, 1931, <ited favorably upon the recommendation
of Governor White for the appointment of a Commission ''to investigate the
practicability and the advisability of setting up unemployment reserves or insurance
funds to provide against the risk of unemployment, and to recommend what
form of legislation, if any, may be wise or suitable to Ohio as a separate State
and which may seem to offer the best preventive remedy to avoid future distress

and suffering, such as is being undergone by our citizens who are unable to find

work through no fault of their own''.
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This Bill passeéd the House but was killed in the Senate.
f ; '

- """:;? J o
B T . — et e SAW /LAY d o

Organized labor at first app:og;tcl\ﬁne mployment insurance but by 1932, a
: /

complete reversal of attitude took place o the part of the American Federation of

s b B
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Labor. Thereafter, unemployment insurance hadf?s' one of its staunchest friends
in the State, .organized labor.

In 1934, I went to Washi;lngton and appeared before the Ways and Means
Cormmmittee of the House to advocate the passing of the Wagner-Lewis Bill for
Unemployment Insurance .

In June, 193, I called a conference in Columbus to plan the drafting and

Fa
presentation of a third unemployment insurance Bill.

J_Hqu—b gru

Y o
In 1935, a third Bill was introduced, known as the ‘? Bill, which ]like

r

[

the preceding !ﬁill, embodied the recommendation of the Ohio Commission on
nempoyment Insurance. This Bill passed the H{guse but was killed in the Senate.

Finally, in December 1936, at a special session of the Legislature, a
Unemployment Insurance Bill was passed by the State of Ohio which, in the main,
followed the provisions of the original Commission Bill. Thus, seven years of
unflagging labor and devotion to a cause were finally crowned with success.

Through the years before its enactment into law, the Ohio Plan was discussed
in many states of the Union and stimulated action in many of them. It was, ina

way, the forerunner of unemployment insurance in the United States.




Early in 1954, I was invited by the Senate Committee on Labor
and Public Welfare to testify on Bill S-692 which had been introduced
the previous year -- a bill to prohibit discrimination in employment
because of race, colar , religion, national origin and ancestry.

3 leadd o
O.J.;t-a-ﬂ*f’!' ARG A A S, u? et

wa-o—s«et-{ﬁr—the-hea.:mgs. on January 19th but waf pastp{.‘.‘rned to March
I egﬁﬁ:i not attend in person a;d;ﬂ I sent a staten‘:eng'tﬂa‘é& m(:or?:zt‘:;m—
in the record of the hearings. In this statement I declared:

"We have prided ourselves on our doctrine of 'free enterprise"
How much free enterprise is there for an American citizen of dark color =--
or of minority religions -- if his advancement is restricted, or made
impossible by his race or creed? Is it not fair to say that individual
enterprise can only be made truly free when every man's achievement
is limited only by his own ability and merit?.,,-

""What cannot be measured is the unmeasurable hope and sense of
status that the mere passage of such legislation brings to millions of

our fellow Americans.,

""A second potential boon of FEPC is the streg}:\hening of our

unity as a people. It is of the essence of Americanism that we are
unafraid of frank controversy on all manner of social, economic and
political questions. But there is a type of controversy that is fruitless
and destructive -~ the controversy that pits race against race and

religion against religion in matters of earning a livelihood. The real
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issues and problems confronting us are so grave that we dare not
squander our strength on such internecine disputes. In the last
analysis there are only two ways to answer the increasingly articulate
demand for full rights by racial and minority groups: there is the way
of segregation and oppression and there is the way of equality of
opportunity. The first is a direction which leads tp Lonflict and
violence. The |second leads to harmony and a united people. It is
my belief that FEP lesiglation represents a significant step in this
second, constructive direction.

"' The third major basis for urging enactment of the legislation
before you is the contribition which it can make to strengthen our

political and moral leadership on the international scene.,, 1

occasion recently to express my belief that the coming age will be a

e
great age for America. I syated:

'""The next hundred years is likely to be Xnown as the American
Century, in the same sense as the/A19th century was The Century
of Great Britain. Destiny has fingled out our beloved country,
the foremost democracy 6n earth, to give leadership to the
world and to lead mafikind out of the grave, social, political
and economic prgdicaments in which it finds itself, I believe
that Americap/leadership will prove itself equal to the challenge,
e counsel of faith and not of fear, and if it will be

guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of the

ding Fathers of this Republic. "




"Such leadership does not derive from industrial and military nupﬁ’

~

alone, vital as the® are. It stems from faith which the world has in
the integrity of our ideals and our devotion to the principles of human
equality. We have heard much discussion concerning the value of the
Voice of America; I am confident that with enactment of a federal
FEP measure, the true voice of America will speak with an authority
and persuasiveness no broadcast or series of broadcasts can hope to
achieve.

""We can no longer afford the luxury of ambiguity on the subject
of intergroup relations. It is far too late to speak the words '""All men
are created equal' and to sanction deeds of inequality. We cannot hope
to win the cooperation of peoples who are today casting off the last
shackles of inequality abroad if we tolerate this sort of thing at home.
We can, through the enactment of FEP, help close the gap between what

we profess angd what we practice. "

A L1 ¥-19-20 wenS
WWﬁrnug hnutﬁ; [J\%

Bucceeding years of struggle between what has come to be known as the
East and the West, I had to define my own position toward Communism in
| | 3 8 ¥ 4 Lo UHAINTS
its manifold manifestations. No religious leader co or would wesly e
2 e
by-pass this major challenge of the twentieth century. The pulpit would

have relegated itself to irrelevancy in the modern world if it had failed

to give men guidance on this powerful new phenomenon which was shaking

99%wm9 mﬁn)%)&l
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""Patriotism doe t at all mean that a citizen/must endorse every
policy of his governme x¢ve in the infallibl¢ wisdom of the State
Department or the Wafr Department o i President of the United
States. A citizen play believe his governmentgfo be totally and comnpletely
in the wrong at tifmes and sti 1 be a patriot, ' R —-‘g

0\
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m&zp-a-a Cleveland was then, as it is tnday, an important industrial
~i O
N o
cnmmumty. An organized attempt was ma; e to crush labor uniofism.’ Strikes A7

and lock-outs were the order of the day. F ere was ‘l 6’;

severe unemp.loyment in the city and this situation was seized upon to under-
mine the organized labor movement. A leader in the campaign was the
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce whose president was the war-time Secretary

of War, Newton D. Baker. In protest] resigned from the Chamber of Commerce
"f.ge correspondence between Mr. Baker and myself was given wide publicity in
the local press. Labor leaders assured me that it greatly strengthened their
position.

In September, 1930, I found myself again involved in a labor-management
dispute in which justice was on the side of labor. The Hotel managers of Cleveland
broke a seventeen-year old agreement with the Cooks', Waitresses' and Waiters'
Union andamwqu:n l-:i-dgct their right of collective bargaining.

The action was clearly part of a united effort instigated and directed by
powerful interests who were fast obtaining a strangle-hold on Cleveland to

U
destroy Ynionism in a period of intense economic depression.
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Aﬁ‘ltoget r indefensible i% the intransigent attitude which these hotels

have taken in refusing all forms of arbitration. La4f rtiomrat—co -
rapAda /|
- W J

men have agreed to designate that nation as the agyessor which refuses to
arbitrate. The é?"n ons are willing to arbitrate. [I'he hotels are‘iot. The
public should beaf this fact in mind in deciding which party is the aggressor
i:l this conflict And which is entitled to sympathy and cooperation.

""Only those who believe in the class struggle refuse to arbitrate.

Men who believe in the possibility of American capital and labor cooperating
armrcably—46 hed e - it-are-ned : . retrre—1ro pmatic. "

Years later, in 1958, the issue of the Union Shop was again revived.

A "Right to Work" Fcanstitutiunal .ﬁ:—nendment was presented to the voters of the
State of Ohio. On that occasion I issued the following statement which was W'
largely used by the Ohio Federation of Labor to defeat the gimendment:

"Every man in a free society should have the right to work. But every
man, once he finds employment, also has the moral duty to join an organization
of fellow-workers which achieves for him, through its organized efforts, the \
favorable conditions he enjoys in his employment and affords him protection
for the future. Everyone is morally dligated to share in the responsibilities
if they wish to avail themselves of the rewards of collective effort. The
theoretic "Right to Work" which no one questions is qualified by man's moral

responsibility to assume the obligations which assure him the very things

which he seeks in his employment.







the very foundations of our society. Religion could not ignore it -- for it
was attacking all religion. Democracy and liberalism could not ignore it,
for it was destroying them both wherever it could. It would have been a
simple matter to engage in wholesale condemnation and so find oneself
praised and applauded in the Western world. But there were factors in the
Communist revolution which the religious leader was obligated to consider ,
and spiritual elements which he could not ignore. As between the East and
the West it was not altogether a case of black or white -- the perfectly good
system against the utterly evil one.

Zﬁ«fﬁ%ﬁalshevism first swept into power in Russia, I delivered
a sermon at the Temple on '"Bolshevism -- How to Meet It'"", My central
thought was, ''Kill Boshevism with justice, kill it with love'. That was very
naive, quite as naive as were the teachings of the founders of our faith when

they confronted the evils of their day. Since then I have visited Russia three

times, in 1926, 1935, and 1961. I have spoken often in and out of my pulpit

on what our attitude towards the Soviet Union should be.
Upon my retyrn from my last visit to the Spaiet Union in July, 1961,
I issued a sta ent to the public press in which I summarized what I had
been saying through the years:
9 b~ Convinad B
e must learn to live on the same globe with the Soviet people
and they with us. Neither they nor we are always in the right. The leaders

of both countries must try to reduce tensions. The peoples of the world

are waiting for signs of a new and inspired statesmanship both in the




study our adversary -- at times even to learn from him -- than to abuse him.

We should go about our national business without emotional tautness, certainly

without self-righteousness, in the full knowledge that while the worst can
happen, in all likelihood it will not; doing what we feel we ought to do at the
behest of our own national traditions and principles, helping where we can,
seeking no political compensation in return, craving no praise and deterred
by no thr:ats, looking first to the soundness and justice of our own economy
and the well-being of our people. No one will rob us of our chosen way of life,

nor will time rust our spiritual treasures, if we cherish them lovingly. "
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the—Sowietlrien, in spite of what I kmew about its attitude towards religion,
towards Zionism and towards the Jewish people E;E the Soviet Union:

¥YThe regime in Russia is hostile to religion. Its leaders boastfully
avow their atheism. They do not seem to be as E._Iz‘ii and gross in their
opposition as formerly, but everything that the government can do to eradicate
it from among the people, short of completely closing down all places of
public worship, is done.

¥As individuals, Jews have equal rights in the U.S.S. R., with all
other citizens. It would be untrue, however, to say that all anti-Semitism
has been eradicated there. This would be a Utopian assumption even for the
United States. While officially, anti-Semitism is outlawed in the U.S. 5. R.,
practice does not always keep pace with what is written in the statute books.
Anti -Semitism in Russia has had a long and dark history and the October
Revolution did not uproot it. Russian Jews,~it-is-repexrted, are being steadily
pushed out of positions in the top governing bodies of the State and the
Central Committee of the Communist Party, the higher echelons of the Red
Army, the diplomatic services, and the higher brackets of academic pro-
fessions and plant management.

1 do not know how widespread this type of anti-Semitism actually
is in the U. S.S. R. today. Its existence is vigorously denied by the government.
But, cultural and religious discriminations directed against the Jewish

nationality group, as such, is certainly being practiced. The fundamental




law of the U.S5.S5. R. grants cultural autonomy and equality to all nationality
groups. They have a right to their own language, schools, press and other
cultural activities. This has been one of the honorable and proud boasts of

the Soviet Union. The Jewish group is recognized as a nationality., Every Jew
in the Soviet Union is required to indicate on his internal passport that he

is a Jew -- just as every Ukranian is required to indicate that he is a Ukranian,
and every Georgian that he is a Georgian. But, unlike all the other nationality
groups in the Union, and there are many, the Jewish group enjoys none of

the rights of these nationalities.

"Because it is an extra-territorial community, so to speak, not
centered in any one territory or region of the Union, it has been denied these
rights, Those who wish br wished to enjoy such rights, it is argued by the
apologists of the regime, should, or should have migrated to the autonomous
Jewish region of Birobidjan in Eastern Siberia, which the Soviet established.
This argument, of course, ignores the historic realities of the Jewish position
in Russia. Jews, though widely scattered over the country, always constituted
a separate, ethnic and cultural group in Russia which, even in the darkest
days of the Tzars, were free to exercise their religion, and free to teach
and develop their own Hebrew and Yiddish culture. The argument also over-

looks the fiasco of Birobidjan which should have been foreseen.

inclined to the belief, however, that progress in the direction of
W i nv zfr“‘
the Jewish minority in the Soviet Union the same cultural and religious

considerations which are accorded all other nationality and rel:gmus groups

v wal Cﬂm’} e
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trust Stalin. Stalin dges not trust Truman. Hence the impasse. It is
clear that only in the direction of courageous and continuous exploration
of every avenue for refching understandings, if only piece-meal, only

in the direction of neggtiation, earnestly sought and welcomed, lies the
hope of the world. Negotiation is not appeasement. Let not the American
people be persuaded into closing their minds at the sound of the word
appeasement. It is todhy a tabu device to paralyze thought and wise
diplomatic action. Theke should be urgent and continuous exploration of
every opportunity for thg coming to an understanding with the Soviet, a
nation which we caannot defeat in war any more than it can defeat us....

"OQur appeal to our national leadership in Washington, which we make
in all good will, for we a all involved in one common destiny, is to be
courageous and unafraid, pot to be swayed by partisan political considera-
tions and not to allow itself to be stampeded by war-mongers, fanatics
and cranks, and by those who would push us into war for reasons which
have nothing to do with lovel|of country. There are those in our country
who do not want an understahding with Russia. There are those even in
high government posts who are ardently advocating a preventive war with
Russia. There are those who\will try to sabotage any possibility of
agreemxnt. These are our rekl enemies. "

I was also opposed to the re-arming of Germany. On March 4, 1951,

I spoke at The Temple on '"Shall We Re-arm Germany?" I said:

'" At Potsdam in August, 1945, an agreement was
reached betweea Truman, Churchill and Stalin for the complete
demilitarization of Germany. They agreed that all war
potentials of Germany should be destroyed -- war plants,
warships, aircraft and arms -- so that Germany would never
again be able to make war.




56 colintries had
cond World War
which Germany had

generation. They
World War, but th

greater fury and ruthlessness. Undgr Hitler, as undgr the Kaiser, the
military clique 6f Germany, backed /by its powerful i dnﬁ‘crial cartels,
bhad made a second attempt at con

a second time, but not, however,

blood and sl

solemnly- demtYiterize—Q > PanRe nt w—
-1+ That was five and a half years ego. Today the Uhited States is 1eaﬁing
the world in a determined effort to re-arm Germany.:

;« Ironically enough, the explanation which is given for this change
of front is exactly the same as Hitler gave when he persuaded the allies
to help him re-arm -- namely, the over-riding need to resist Communist
aggression.

(1« The Potsdam allies have now fallen out. They fought the war side
by side against a common enemy, but now they are mobilizing against each
other, and are courting the favor of their erstwhile common enemy.

it Disagreements among the allies following the first VWorld War made
possible the reconstruction of Cermany's military might, the emergence of
Hitler, and his early diplomatic and annexationist victories. Germany
knew how to play off one ally against the other and how to gain advantages
from each. Hitler knew how to make his brown dictatorship tolerable and
palatable to the allies by harping upon the evils and the dangers of the
red dictatorship. ©So did Mussolini. As a result Europe was turned over
as a helpless victim to the bestialities of Nazi and Fascist madmen while
the democracies were paralyzed into inaction by a propaganda which sald
that all these things were necessary -- in order to save Europe from a
worse fate -- from Communist domination. But strange to say, when the
unbearable tensions and the expansionist greed of the Nazi-Fascist
adventurers finally brought on the Second World War, it was found that
the allied democratic nations were at war, not with Communist Russia, but
with the lazi and Fasclist states, and Communist Russia, far from fighting
against the democracies, was sctually fighting on their side.

/iy History has often a strange and tragic way of repeating itself. As if
doomed by some inescapable fate, as if under the compulsion of some spell
or incantation, the allied nations are today retracing the same road which
they took after the First World War, step by step. ©Spurred on by the fear
of Comminist Russia, recl, inflated or imaginary, the democratic nations
are rushing to re-arm Germany even before the Germans have asked for 1it,
even though most Germans are still opposed to it. We are determined to
thrust rearmament upon Germany.

I The United States, even more than Great Britain -- certainly more
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-Nﬁone's wisdom is adequate for the enormity and caiplexity
N

of the political problems of our day, and no one can be absolutely
sure of the correctness of the position which he takes on the fast-
moving events of our day. But there are sound, moral principles
of international relationship which have proved their enduring validity -~
and to these, in my darkness and confusion, I resolved to cling.

And I believe that our world is moving toward these same

principles -- 3w ° we the hard way.




The American Joint Distribution Committee had-been conducti$

campaigns to raise funds to help these victims of war and persecutianf
not only in Russia but in Eastern Europe and in many other lands. The
Joint Distributien—Cemmitiee enjoyed splendid lay-leadership and a com-
petent and dedicated staff. Its services over-seas won the commendation
and confidence of American Jewry.
In 1925, the leaders of the J. D. C. became interested in a project
of large-scale Jewish colonization in Southern Russia and in the Crimea.
The father of the plan was Dr. Joseph A. Rosen. He urged colonization
as the most expedient form of reconstruction work for the J. D. C., to under-
take. Jewish mass colonization in Russia, he maintained, was feasible,
and the political and economic conditions there favored such colonization.
This colonization project had aroused much interest among American
Jews, but also considerable opposition -- especially among the Zionist forces
who feared that it would be a severe competition to the colonization work
in which the Movement was presently engaged in in Palestine. They were
bringing thousands of Jewish refugees into the country as part of their

program to build the Jewish National Home.




September sixteenth
1925

Mr. David (/I:‘:rm{n,
United Jewish Campaign,
512 Pe;shing{Square Bldg.,
New/‘a’urk City.

My dear Mr. Brown,

/I 1 have read your kind letter of September tenth and regret that my
opposition to the so-called Crimean project hurt you. I would not do that for
the world, but you realize I am sure, that in matters such as these, involving
fundamental outlooks, men must follow their own light.

ol I am surprised that you assumed that my opposition to Russian colonization
was due entirely to my Zionism. That is not the fact. I was instrumental in a
measure in keeping the ""Crimean'' resolution off the floor of the Vienna Mﬁﬁék@, @
because I did not regard it as a Zionist issue.

(l I read Dr. Rosen's report, even as I read everything which he wrote here-
tofore and everything which you wrote. I am still of the opinion that mass coloni-
zation in Russia is a stupendous blunder. I am confident that five or ten years will
prove me right. I need not go into the reasons for the position which I take. I assume
that many of them were stated at the Philadelphia Conference. I am of the opinion
that should present conditions in Russia improve, the Jew will not stay on the farm.
Should they grow worse, he will be wiped off the farm.

'\ It is naive to assume that the settlement of a few thousand families upon the
soil and the expenditure of a few millions of American dollars will reconstruct
Jewish life in Russia -- as the grandiose publicity of the J. D. C. announced. The
The reconstruction of Russian Jewish life is contingent upon the reconstruction of
Bolshevist Russia through the revision of its economic policies. This will come to
pass sooner or later.

(I The resolution which was adopted at the Philadelphia Conference is in the
nature of a compromise. I am perfectly willing to abide by those decisions,
although there seems to be room for various and opposing interpretations of these
resolutions. If Mr. Rosenweld's position is to become the official interpretation
of this resolution -~ that the first nine million dollars raised must go for Russian
colonization, and if Russian colonization will continue to be featured as the out-
standing object of this campaign, many of us will find ourselves embarrassed when
it comes to the task of assisting in raising the funds.




Under the terms of the;kMandate, provision was made for a Jewish
Agency which was to act in an advisory and cooperative capacity to the
mandatory government. The World Zionist Organization was recognized
as this agency, but it was to take steps to secure the cooperation of all
Jews who were willing to assist in the establishment of the Jewish National
Home. Dr. Weizmann was eager to enlarge this agency so as to include
non-Zionists. His object was, of course, to involve the wealthier Jews
of the United States and of other countries who did not wish to work through
the Zionist Organization, in the economic development of Palestine and
to tap additional resources for the Movement.

To this end, he persuaded a group of prominent American Jewish
leaders -- Louis Marshall, Cyrus Adler, Horace Stern and Herbert H. Lehman,
to call a '""Non-partisan Conference to Consider Palestine Problems', on
February 17, 1924, at the Astor Hotel in the City of New York.

The week prior to this, Dr. Weizmann wrote to me:

"I suppose that the official invitation to the Conference on the 17th

will have reached you by now and I do hope that it will be possible for you

to be with us on that day. I wonder whether it will be possible for you to

come to New York a day earlier so that we could have a few l}ours to
consider matters which may arise before or duing the Conference. We
should also like to have a talk with you on the position of the Movement
generally, We were prevented from having a private talk in Clevel and and

I should very much like to make up for the loss."




[ could not attend the Conference. Dr. Weitzmann was evidently pleased with
the res:{ltgi C.:)may:s ait%—ffii—(;nnferam, he wrote me:

"You will no doubt have read the short reports about the Conference which
we all think was a signal success. The '"New Palestine' of this week will have a
full account of the proceedings and I am sure you will be as pleased as I am. We
were not asked to give up anything of our principles or our intentions. It was a most
harmonious meeting. "

Ang‘ Investment Corporation for the economic development of Palestine was
voted at this Conference which was formerly merged with the Palestine Economic
Corporation established by the Brandeis-Mack group.

I wrote to Dr. Weitzmann that I, too, was very pleased with the results of
the Conference. 'I think a very fine beginning has been made. The trick is to keep
those people on the job, working."

The trick unfortunately, did not come off,

I favored the extension of the Jewish Agency right along, although quite a

2 oo
number of the Brandeis-Mack group, as well as otherp, strongly opposed it. At
the Zionist Congress which convened in Zurich in 1929, the main issue was the
ratification of the %ﬁlarged Jewish Agency proposal. I spoke in favor of it. In my

address I stated:

""An act of historic moment is about to be consummated.It will not be a

precipitateé act., Rarely has a matter been considered so long, so carefully and

so earnestly by our organization. The whole Zionist world has for six years




participated in a prolonged and searching discussion of this subject, in the press,

on the rostrum, at conventions and at congresses. Everything that could have
been said, has been said. And now you are about to act, and I hope decisively.
And a new era will begin,

I rise to speak for the American Zionists who will vote for the extended
Jewish Agency. We of America are anxious, as I am sure you are, that the
‘step which we are about to take shall eventuate in the good which we expect it
to yield. America has, of course, been central in the entire project of the
extended agency. The idea of extending the agency gained headway among the

Zionists of the world chiefly, though not exclusively, because do ghe hope that
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it will tap new vejg'ls of strength, new resources of maen -» economically pros-

N
perous Jews of America. My acquaintance with all the elements of the Jewish

people in America justifies my belief that this hope will, in large measure, be
realized, provided we who are here and they who will be here will bring to the
new alliance a full measure of mutual confidence, a willingness to learn to
understand each other and a desire to bridge gulfs and not to widen them. .

I have followed with the closest attention the deliberations of this body on

i M

the subject of the agency. I have been keenly aware of the doubts and fears which

have agitated many of our delegates and which were expressed here in the midst

of great strain and tension. I have profoundly sympathized with all of them and

personally shared some of them., Anyone who is at all sensitive to the quality

of nigh jealous loyalty which a great ideal evokes among its devotees will readily

understand that men who have through many wearying years struggled sacrificially
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Let us face the new era in hopefulness. Let us have faith in ourselves,
in the all-conquering power of our ideal and in the transforming power of
Palestine. Let those who are now coming work with us in a Union Sacrée. a
a Briﬂl Kadosh. Let them work with us in Palestine. Let the spirit of that
land enter into their blood. Let them come in cntact with all that the in-
defeasible spirit of our people has builded there, our settlements and our
colonies, our schools and our university, our speech and our culture, our
Palestinian manhood and womanhood and youth, and we have no doubt but

what Palestine will persuade them and exalt them.

I was later present in Zurich when the Ehlarged Jewish Agency was
finally constituted amidst much ceremony and rejoicing. It was the second
high point in Dr. Weitzmann's diplomatic career, the first being the Balfour

Declaration., He had worked for it hard for almost a decade. H-inveluod -Hee 2

h'n-t{#&n
hopes were
fixed upon the consummation of the énlarged Jewish Agency, but when it was
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consummated, the high waters began to recede quickly. With the sudden death

of Louis Marshall, and later of Lord Melchett, disintegration set in. Tue
anticipation of large financial support which the "notables" would provide,
never materialized. NELt_her Dzr. Weifl:zmann nor Justice Brandeis ever

succeeded in moving the "big givers' to large-scale generosity. Actually,




less money was collected by the Keren Hayesod during the decade We\t tﬁ"

follawrpié' the creation of the Enlarged Jewish Agency than in the decade
preceding it. A contributing factor to this sorry record was undoubtedly
the disastrous economic depression which set in in the United States
and in other parts of the world in 1929.

It would take another World War, Hitler, and the threatened ex-
termination of European Jewry to open the flood-gates of Jewish generosity,
and here, again, principally of the masses of our people and of the middle
classes.

This major effort of Dr. Weizmann, unsuccessful though it proved,
was, however, not a total loss. The direct results were disappointing
but there were some valuable by-products in terms of propaganda and

A&
increased prestige for the Movement. One isﬁ' eft wondering, however, w

whether these by-products justified the years of labor, struggle and

: LB . . .
controversy which had been invested in this enterprise.




I stood on the curb and watched the procession,

I knew, of course, what the rise of Hitler to power would mean to
the Jews of Germany but I under-estimated the depth of depravity of the
man and his regime. I thought at the time that it was possible, and perhaps
likely, that the Nazi leaders, now shouldered with political responsibility,
would be sobered by these responsibilities and would not attempt to carry
out their fantastic schemes against the Jewish citizens of Germany. I
was beguiled by the thought, as were so many German Jews at the time,
that ""one does not eat his soup as hot as it is cooked'.

The German Jews with whom I spoke soon after the rise of Hitler
to power, were concerned, of course, but were not greatly frightened.
They were preparing themselves for the storm which they knew was coming
but which, they were confident, would soconer or later blow over.

This, unfortunately, was not to be.

When I returned to the United States five months later, the Nazis had
already shown What their tactics weye. Upon my arrival], in an interview
with the press, I said: '"The Jews ¢f Germany are being sacrificed to a
racial Moloch), the like of which the world has never geen. The Jews are
doomed to bg helots or aliens in

status as a minority nationality fwithin the state. Jew is on the rack in

Germany. azi atrocities are junlike ®zarist atrodities. They are deadlier.
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They are calculated to strangle a community of six hundred thousand souls
by encompassing it on all sides with incrgasingly tighter economic and
educational barriers. They are being férced from public life, from the -
professions, from the arts, from th¢ schools and universities. They are
being hampered at every turn in their economic freedom. ﬁarist Russia
made pogroms on the Jews and found it necessary at least to apologize.
Nazi Germany is engaged in tile meanest dry pogrom known in history
and shamelessly brags about it. The military spirit is again rampant in
Germany. It is being fostéred by the press, the platform, the theatre,
the movies, even by the/pulpit which has become a lacky of the state.
The youth of Germany/is being indoctrinated with the same Valhalla complex
of military grandeuy and imperial destiny which led to 1914, Germany
must not be permjited to re-arm. Nazism is a clenched fist raised against
the world and a armed Nazism cannot be trusted to preserve the peace
of the world. /Germany's plea at the disarmament conference for equality
is a plea to fe-arm and a menace to the world."

Soorf after my return I began to work actively in campaigns for the
relief of/German Jewry. It was at that time, too, that I helped to organize

omic boycott against the Nazis.

After I left Berlin, I went to Prague. Ever since the First World War,

w"
I had entertained the hope of some day visiting the ¥ew ﬂépublic of

Czecho-Slovakia, and particularly its President, Tomas G. Masaryk.
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The American League for the Defense of Jewish Rights was organized

in May, 1933, to fight the Nazi regime by means of a boycott. Its President
was Samuel Untermeyer. I was the Chairman of the Administrative Committee,
When it was incorporated in November, 1933, as a membership corporation,
under the laws of the State of New York, '"to champion human rights....to

.'""its name

combat religious and racial discrimination and oppression...
was changed to '""The Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League to Champion Human
Rights", and its officers were Samuel Untermyer, President; myself, along
with James G. Gerard, Fiorello H. LaGuardia, Arthur S. Tompkins and

Col. Theodore Roosevelt as Vice-Presidents. A Notable group of Americans

from all walks of life constituted its Board of Directors.

AR

The Boycott was widely endorsed as eivilization®s only weapon against

Hitlerism, short of war. Organized labor, the liberal forces of the United
States, and outstanding religious leaders in the nation advocated it., There
Mcﬂﬂ o~

was ?&-E-O considerable opposition to amm Gfffeial boycott, even on the part of

organized Jewish bodies, such as the B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish

Committee, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and others. Opinions

. | . ey

differed sharply as to its practicability and its repercussions. The large

Jewishly-controlled department stores in New York City were far more

relunctant to cooperate with the boycott movement than the non-Jewish stores.
While some friends of the boycott movement undoubtedly entertained the

hope that it would contribute to the fall of Hitler, the greater number looked

upon it as an effective weapon of protest, as a means of expressing
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the 23‘15%‘1‘?3{ and abhorence of the A{lerican people of the Nazi persecution Y,

bhe—dJewrsh-peopite and the shameless Nazi propgaganda which was beginning

s s,
to infiltrate ag our cities.

/S —
I addressed many meetings in behalf of the boycott movement. Two stand L’
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out in my memory -- one in December, 1933, in the Chicago Stadiumfattended

b ;‘-"‘*U-;:‘L':"""—-

by some fifteen thousand people :mi#%hrﬁas a!:ldressed by Dr. Paul Hutchinson,

and Dr. Carles Clayton Mg rrison of the''Christian Century' , Dr. John Haynes
-::e’-'-‘-""-f

hne~of the Community Church of New York, Col. Raymond Robins, Solomon

,',.;--—'_____'_'—-___‘—'—-—-—-___ —==

O. Levinson, and others. l&ithis mef‘iilj. A-TE§Dlution was unanimously aantedj\

_‘-\_"‘—\--.-...—--""_

""to join in the condemnation of the inhuman conduct of the Nazi government and

to aid and cooperate to remove this vital mmgm menace to liberty and civilization:

anc‘Tl:o pledge ourselves to refrain from buying or dealing in any and all German

materials, goods and products, and to refuse to patronize or ride in German owned
or controlled steamships or other means of transportation until the stigma and
curse of Naziisn were weeded out of the German government''.

In addressing thisrﬁ‘oycott rally in Chicago, I stated:

"' Just why are we so aroused, so deeply stirred? Just why are we so

S

passionately indignant at—ﬁi&tih-ireh has happened and is happening in Germany?
After all, we are notunaccustomed to persecution. Many pages of our history
are red with the blood of Jewish martyrgan. What makes this latest chapter
in the story of the age-old persecution of Israel so much more horrible and

dreadful? Why are we rallying to fight against this thing as men fight against

death and the plague? There are ather countries in the world today where the

Jews do not as yet enjoy full equality, _pausiuab-emnmﬁre are other
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Wherever they were suppressed, its position became insecure and frequently

desperate. Similarly the fortunes of labor are linked up with the progress of these
great social ideals. Those who attack them attack also the security and rights
of labor. It is, therefore, no accident of history that Naziism, which is the
implacable foe of the Jewish people, is also the implacable foe of organized labor.

\ Every reactionpry movement has used the Jefl as the pivot in the ftflcrum for
dislodging liberal and progressive ideas and institptions. The enemies pf the
Third Republic in Flrance stigmatized it as Jewishh. [zarist Russia pogfomized the

Jew because it claimed that he was responsible for the revolutionary n?{nvements

which were underrmining the regime. Hitler attempts to eradicate democracy by

declaring that it i fundamentally Jewish and not Germanic. ..

|
\\|
Fascism is/a deliberate and conscious effort to restore rrkgnkil':d to that

system of ideas and social organization which F/rewailed in the days before the
r |

French Revolutipn. If it triumphs in the woid, it will also restore/ our people to

I

the status which/it occupied in pre-Revoiution;i,ry days -~ political s,{nd economic

rightlessness ard defenselessness. Instead o} free men intrencheci in Hxalienable

human rights, we shall become members of afl disfavored minurity/group in an

hierarchic system of feudal vassalage -- exafctly the position whicrlh we occupied
in the Middle Ages. It was the doctrines of rle French Revolutio% -- Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity -- which opened for us|/the doors of opportugity in Europe
and which mpade thexdEnoatextx:GomxxxNinete¢nth Century for the Jews of Western

Europe the Golden Age of their history. Fascism will again shut| th@se doors

against us. |It has already shut them in Germany. Lacking the basis of economic




idealism, Fascism must find sgme other social ideal as/its basis. It

can find it on}y in an intensified nationalism or racism./ Strong nationalism

and racism always spell str%‘g anti-Semitism. They are intolerant of all

minority gyoups.

"The Jewish people is, therefewe, fighting in self-defense against
this rising tide of political reaction, national chauvinism and racial in-
tolerance. But other groups, too, must wage a similar defensive war against
this self-same menace, particularly trade unions which are the first to
succumb whenever Fascism triumphs. It is, therefore, most logical
that in the attack upon Hitlerism and Fascism, organized labor should
form one unified front with the hosts of Israel against the common foe.
For every anti-Semite is, under the skin, an enemy of freedom and of the
working class."

When Samuel Untermyer resigned because of age from the
presidency of the Anti- Nazi League, he requested that I succeed him. 1
could not, because of my mmany Zionist commitments. Untermyer, a
brilliant lawyer and law partner of Louis Marshall, came late to acti&
service in the Jewish field, but thereafter worked with great energy and
effectiveness in imany important undertakings.

Mr. Untermeyer represented Mr. Bernstein of the Jewish Tribune,
in his libel suit against Henry Ford for the }e«t-t-er-e:-urr& attacks on him

and on Jews, generally. He forced Mr. Ford to apologize to Mr., Bernstein.




Mr. Untermeyer was for some years Vice-President of the American
Jewish Congress and Presidxnt of the Palestine Foundation Fund
(Keren Hayesod).

Shortly before his death in 1940, he made a request that I should

officiate at his funeral. When he passed away I traveled to New York

i

and conducted the funeral services at his hﬂmeﬂin #nnkera.




The Central Conference of American Rabbis, the organized body of
American Reform Rabbis, was founded in 1889. It's founder was Isaac M. Wise,
one of the leading Reform Rabbis of his day. He also founded the Hebrew Union
College for the training of Rabbis. He, as well as his colleagues of those early
days, were strongly anti-nationalist or anti-Zionist and they set the tone for
American Reform Judaism for the next two generations.

In fact, their confreres in Germany, where Reform Judaism originated
in the early nineteenth century, had already set the tone. They confidently
proclaimed that Germany was their Fatherland -- a rather one-sided proclamation.
They needed no other homeland. The early Reformers were riding the high
tide of nineteenth century liberalism, but they failed to note the dangerous shoals
of nineteenth century nationalism, the trends towards the centralizing state, and
the thréat to the Jewish minority of the fast deploying class struggle of their day.

Especially dangerous was this oversignt in a land like Germany, which was only

just then recovering, after two centuries, from the physical and spiritual

devastations of wars of religion, among a people periodically swayed by waves

of hysterical religiosity, hysterical metaphysics and hysterical politics, whose
foremost religious leader in the sixteenth century could indulge in an anti-Semitism
which was matched only by the anti-Semitism of the foremost political leader of

Germany in the twentieth century.




The Jewish people produced the Jewish religion, but people and religion
are not synonymous terms. The Jewish religion -- and I use the term in its
customary sense, for I do not believe that a clever neology -- the use of a word
in a new and unsanctioned sense -- is equivalent to a new theology -- is a colossal
and world-revolutionizing concourse of spiritual ideas unfolding itself in the life
of a people of a particular character and temperament, but the Jewish religion
does not exhaust the full content of the Jewish people.

It was Judah Halefi who declaredf 'If there had beefi no Jews there would
have been no Torah, d the Jews did hot derive their high estate from Moses,
but Moses derived hig high estate from the Jews, "

Jewish life possessed in its great epochs a classic balance, and the aim
of religious leaders today should be to restore it. Many tributaries flow into
the historic channel of Jewish life. In ;recent years some zealous and mostly
uninformed partisans have attempted to reduce Jewish life to what is only a
fraction of itself -- to race or nationalism or folkways or theologic abstractions.
Quite unconsciously they are all falsifying Jewish life. It is a mark of decadence
in the diaspora that so many of our people have lost the sense of the classic

harmony in Jewish life and are attempting to substitute a part for the whole.

It is the total program of Jewish life and destiny which the religious

leaders of our people should stress today -- the religious and moral values, the

universal concepts, the mandate of mission, as well as the Jewish people itself

and allg its national aspirations. Thus the strength and security of our life will




The "'old gua.rd” was so autraged at the adoption of this resolution, that
it called a conference and organlzad what Eubseﬁuently became the Council of
American Judaism, a notorious anti-Zionist group from which the Rabbinic
constituentcy steadily withdrew, leaving it almost entirely in the hands of
super-patriotic laymen whose chief interest was not Judaism but anti-Zionism.
The Central Conference of American Rabbis, in the critical years of the

last quarter of a century, during which time the battle for the establishment

of the State of Israel was waged, and its foundations were laid, maintained a

positive, constructive and most helpful attitude. Many of its members were

leading dhampions in the struggle.




Jewish "intellectuals' have always been a problem to the Jewish people.
As a rule they are supercilious fringe-Jews, victims of a conscious or un-
conscious escapism. They entertain neither love nor reverence for their
people's heritage. They have cut their moorings and are adrift.

The term '"intelligentsia', like the terms ''proletariat' and '"peasant', is

reallyl:ahiaplicable nat to the structure of American society. They belong, or

belonged, to the social stratifications of the Old World. When men speak of
the Jewish "intellectuals' in the United States, they have in mind, presumably,
Jewish authors, jouranlists, artisf;s, philosophers, professors, etc., not
necessarily all the educated, college-bred Jewish men and women of whom there
are legion in our country.
of

Quite a number of this small group/alienated "intellectuals'" -- if and
when they treat Jews and Judaism in their literary productions -- do so slightingly,
disparagingly and at times with acid and scorn. Some of them do so out of ignorance.
But a goodly number of them hail from old-fashioned Jewish homes and from a
distinctly Jewish environment where they received orthodox Jewish training.
But they have removed themselves from positive Jewish life because they believe
that there are sweeter pastures elsewhere -- higher rewards, both social and
monetary. To belong to a distinguishable and, at times, disfavored minority
group is too difficult a burden to bear. It is only after these intellectuals become
disillusioned, when they discover that the rewards which they anticipated are

not forthcoming, that some of them return to the welcoming fold of Israel, a bit

saddened and embittered and a bit over-zealous....




: From time to time these intellectuals are pollcd by some enterprising
;ﬁgﬁ%&é‘u to their a.ttitud;j: towards £he Jew and Judaism and the results
are, of course, largely negative. These findings are then interpreted to mean
that there 1s a sharp trend among all educated Jews in the United States away
from Judaism and the Jewish people, and toward non-religion and assimilation.

Back in 1926, the Menorah Journal presented several such intellectuals

in a survey of the Jewish cultural and religious scene in the United States.
One was Professor Horace M. Kallen, another was Elliot E. Cohen, managing editor

of the Menorah Journal and in later years editor of Commentary, and the third

vas Henry Hurwitz, the founder and editor of the Menorah Jourmal.

These three 'did a job" on American Judaism, the American rabbi and
the Jewish theological schools in the United States. Tbeir composite portrait
of American Jewish life was one of wbber inadequacy, and Worthiessnees. There
was but one hope for American Israel and that was to—he—fousd in an adequately
financed and endowed Menorah movement. ... .

Especially free-wheeling and gross was the essay of Elliot E. Cohen,
whose particular bete noire was the American rabbi, but whose distaste for
Judaism generally was no less n’?&h&ﬁ Among the rare pearls of wisdom
with vhich his article was adorned were:

The Elders of Zion myth is a by no means distant cousin of the
Jewish mission myth.

The little respect our culture receives is that paid to a people
who stumbled (sic!) on some spiritual ideas capable of being incorporated,
in a greatly improved form of course, in the culture of the West.

Lacking wisdom, our leaders take refuge in speech. Good Watsonian
bebaviorists, they discover the springs of thought in the voice box.

Speeches and sermons are born of the air and destined to vanish with
the breath that gave them birth.



But. they “the rabbis| are guilty certainly of a too weak acquiescence
in the degradation of the rabbinical function to that of a spokesman ==
i.e. mouthpiece, of the ignorance, ambitions and fears of the influential
Jewish laity.

Mr. Burwvitz requested me to write a rejoinder to these articles. "Let
me repeat again most sincerely and urgently, my invitation to you to write an
article for the Menorsh Journal, as soon as may be, to present the situation
as you see it in answer to Kallen's and Cohen's articles. . . . You will
be doing the Jourmal a very great service -- ] believe you will be doing
the cause of Judaism in America a great service -- if you will present your
analysis of the situation, your description of what the rabbinate and the
| synagogue bhave so0 far had to build up in this country, and what m%’l
their future service should be. May I count on you for this?" I finally
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conﬁenteg..’ﬂl-ty article, "Why Do the Heathen Rage", was accepted by the
o~

Menorah Journal. Galley proofs were submitted to me which I corrected and

returned. The article was announced for publication in the Journal ,and=st"
a-public meeting.in.Cleveland , Mr. Hurwitz made-an umunoe%mt—ot the
forthcoming publication of my article as an indication of the broadminded-

pness and fairness of the Menorah Journal.

On the eve of my departure for Europe in July of that :fea.rfI was
informed by Mr. Hurwitz that the article would nu:l; bg &l.bliuhe .
9 I immediately turned over the article to the Jewish Tribune of

['"'i.- el
Tew York, which publisbed it in four i&nat&llmenta, beginning with the issue

of July 23, 1926.
Mr. Hurwitz attempted to Justify the suppression of my article in

a letter which he sent to the Jewish Tri'bum,gpo:u my return from Europe.

I .seed-hie~tectter=-xmb replied to it in the Tribune of August 20th.




and expression of the Menorah Journal. Of that tbe reader must judge. I am,

however, again compelled to refresh Mr. Hurwitz's memory. Upon receipt of
my article, he wrote that be was glad to get it "and glad even after reading
it." This was in April. Four or five weeks later, during which time the
editor undoubtedly had sufficient time to acquaint himself with the palpable
deficiencies of the article, he sent me the galley proofs. Shortly there-
after, at a public meeting, be announced its forthcoming publication. Im
June, then, the article still measured up to the exacting standards of the

Menorah Journal. In July it failed utterly. . . .

One mst be a dour fellow indeed not to chuckle at the literary
"l
vagaries of this distinguished editor.

Thirteen years after I pemned my critique of the Menorah Jourmal,

Rabbi Milton Stef*';iherg,r " the noted Rabbi of tbe Park Avenue Synagogue of
FNew York, felt constrained to write a similar critique of the Commentary
Magazine, a monthly journal of Jewish life, letters, and opinion, sponsored
by the American Jewish Committee. Its editor at that time was the same
miat# E. Cohen, who brought to his new post the same aversion to

Judaism and Rebbis, and the same prfjﬂectian for secularist themes and
writers, Only this time he % literary mfniﬁfwhieh bad a touch
here and there of the pornographice... .

"I doubt," wrote Rabbi Stefberg, "whether either the fa.lt.orn R

_ it
the . inner communications Committee reprenntntio: of the

American Jewlsh Committee are aware of the extent and bitterness of the
bostility they have awskened in broad sectors of American Jewry, especially
among informed and committed Jews.,, My complaint is against the spirit which

animates it as d.iaeloaad in tﬂcﬁimatma, that the magazine has




studiously ignored some of the most significant elements in Jewish life;
that it bas consistently given distorted presentation to certain others, no
less C Ul ; and, finally, that all too frequently it takes on an air
of condescension and Su [c;w-: s uess towards matters Jewish, including

: N AsanSi i AyY
historic Jewish sanctities, and of officiousness toward Jewish sanctities.”

The Menorah Journal lacked a positive Jewish program and content.

It made much of Jewish "culture" and catered to the~Jewish intellectual; but

the culture was secularist in character, avolding any positive identification

with Judaism as a religion. Nor was it Hebraic in character or outright

in it.n "nationalist" identification. It was neither Zionist nor anti-Zionist.

Towards the end it became the mouthpiece of the American Council for

Judaism. . . . "Culture, with us," to quote Emerson, "ends in headache.'. . ."
The Journal ceased being a monthly quite early. It became a bi-

monthly, then a quarterly, and finally a semi-anmual periodical. The Menorah

movement, of which I was f‘t first & member of its Board of Governors and

bad assisted it'financially from time to time s likewise began to disintegrate

quite early. It is not possible to launch a vital movement of Jewish
renaissance in the Diaspora which is purely secular in character. In my
rejoinder, "Why Do the Heathen Rage," I commented on this fact:

Religion was the sole reason why the Jew persisted in maintaining
uir bis identity in the world. I have searched high and low in Jewish
literature to discover evidences that the Jew struggled to remain a
Jew admidst adverse circumstences in order that he might develop, to
&— quote Mr. Hurwitz in his article, "Watchman, What of the Day?", a
great "synagogue architecture, mural paintings and frescoes, and
sculpture in wood and brass, works in silver, gold and other metals
- « «» and the old signboards of Polish Jewry." I find novhere that the
Jew objected to intermarriage with other peoples (a practice which
would of course have destroyed him) on the ground that the resultant
racial admixture would produce less gifted musicians or scientists or
writers. There was but one reason throughout the ages: "Lest he will
turn avay thy son from following Me, that they may serve other goés."
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Pﬁmme large-~scale-Arab riots of 1936 in-Palastire, a Royal

Commission was appointed by the British Government under the chairman-
ship of Earl Peel, "to ascertain the underlying causes of the disturbances,

to inquire into the manner in which the Mandate for Palestine is being im-
plemented in relation to our obligations as Mandatory toward the Arabs and
the Jews respectively; and to ascertain whether upon a proper construction

of the terms of the Mandate, either the Arabs or the Jews have any legitimate
grievances upon account of the way in which the Mandate has been, or is being
implemented; and if the Commission is satisfied that any such grievances are
well-founded, to make recommendations for their removal and for the pre-
vention of their recurrence"

The Commission submitted its report in July, 1937. It was comprehensive,
fair and sympathetic. It proposed the termination of the Mandate and the
division of Palestine into three parts - a Jewish State, an Arab State, and
a British Mandated Territory, which would include Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
and Nazareth with a corridor from Jerusalem to the coast, and an enclave

near Aqaba (as well as, tempﬁ’anl}r, T1ber1as. Acre, and Haifa). The area

of the new Jew;sh State W ?:j:é qual to abﬂut one-f{ifth of Palestine west

of the Jordan. nlt recommen ed arnt n "as the only method we are able
to propose for dealing with the root of the problem'. On the principle of
""Half a loaf is better than no bread", it m" the solution sound and just.

Without working out the scheme of partition in full detail, it made the above

general recommendations on the territorial division of the country.
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In August, 1939, I attended the twenty=first Zionist Congress in Geneva.

It met under the shadow of the White Paper which had been issued by the British
government the preceding May and which degkared that no more than seventy-five
thousand immigrants inclusive of twenty=five thousand refugees, would be admitted
over the next fivelyears, and that thereafter no further Jewish immigrations
would be permitted unless the Arabs agreed. This was a complete repudiation

of the obligations which Great Britain had assumed under the terms of the Mandate
for the Jewish National Homeland..

The delegates to the Congress were, of course, bitter. All were united in
rejecting the Wnite Paper. OSome advocated passive resistance--complete non=
cooperation with the govermnment. Others urged active resistance ~to-the-new
palicy which-had—-been—-announced—by-the-British—government., There were a few
who called for armed struggle against the government.

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, who was the object of some violent attacks because the
diplomatic failure was charged up to him-=pleaded for the use of peaceful
methods only in nast::i:ngftha Vhite Paper., I sided with him, and defended
his position on the floor of the Congress. I was soundly denounced for the
position which I took, The Laborite delegates especially did not approve of
my position, nor did all the members of the American delegation. MERY—GTf—them

We were on the eve of a second World War. In fact, within two weeks of
the opening of the Congress, the war actually broke out. The war would be
conducted against the deadliest enemy of our people—the Nazis, Great Britain
would be the chief adversary of the Nazis in this struggle. As Jews, we were

deeply involved in the outcome of the coming struggle. If the Nazis won, not

only would Palestine be lost to us, but the Jewish people would also be lost,

In a Nazi dominated world there would be no room for the Jewish people or for a
Jewish Palestine any more than there would be room for any free people, OCreat

Britain would be fighting not alone for its own survival and for the survival

of the free world, but also for our survival, We should, therefore, not resort
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to measures which would gravely embarrass her in her war efforts. rELa h*a-h~3 Fﬂfjﬁ;h

To be sure we could not accpet the White Paper. Its proposals were
contrary to law and unjustifiable on moral grounds. We must, nevertheless,

1 argued, continue our cooperation with the Mandatory Government——in order to
avert chaos in Palestine. We cannot fight the British govermment with violence,
even if we wis%ftu. And we do not wish to, unless driven to desperation. A
change is bound to, take place. For the present we must continue our work under
the brutal regime imposed upon us by a government which would not econtinue in
office indefinitely.

In covering my address before the Zionist Congress, the "New York Times"
of August 20th reported:

"In an impassioned speech frequently interruped by hecklers,

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, Chio, appealed today to the delegates
attending the twenty-first session of the World Zionist Congress here to do
nothing that might bring the Jews in Palestine into conflict with the British
Government.,

"Dr. Silver defended the political policies of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President
of the World Zionist Organization. Conceding that Dr. Weizmann may have been
'too yielding on occasion,! Dr. Silver declared 4igt it was not Dr. Weizmann
who stood today as a discredited leader, but the British Colonial Secretary,
Malcolm MacDonald. 'Dr. Weizmann is eime to us today in the hour of defeat
than at any time in the past,' Dr. Silver said, 'It is Mr. MacDonald who stands
as a destroyer of covenants and a breaker of mandates,!

"I make bold to say,' Dr, Silver declared, 'that the British will not
long tolerate that their government shall remain branded with the brand of

betrayal,!

"He added that he was persuaded that new proposals regarding Palestine

were carﬁm to emerge before long, |
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"!That being so,' Dr. Silver said, 'I am constrained to propose to the delegates
to this cungreséﬁhat they do nothing which might bring the Jewish people into
conflict with the ﬂéndatury government. We are not yet confronted with final-
ityele.,

"Dr. Silver told the conference that he was not a pacifist and that he was
not obsessed with any 'appeasement' idea, but held that some day the Jews might
have to pass to an attitude of resistance, He said it was a task of wise leader=
ship to prepare for that day and store up a war chest,

"!I am not unmindful of the plight of our poor refugees who are trying to
get into Palestine,' he went on, 'but I am worried about the possibility of our
making a colossal blunder at a time when circumstances do not warrant out taking
such action,!

"Asked by one questioner what he would doiﬁuut immigrati on, Dr. Silver

replied:

"I propose that we exert nursalves#n the maximum within the limits of

the White Paper. There is a possibility of bringing in tenﬁLf thousands of
Jews within those dlimits. We have been considering in the United S;atea a plan
to bring in immediately the twenty-five thousand that the White Paper permits
along with ten thousand allowed to enter this year—a total of thirty-five
thousand,'"

Before many years would pass, I would be accused by Zionist leaders and
others of being a dangerous extremist and activist., “me—ean—been—seemr—Fromthe—
ahave;lék 1939, I was certainly among the most moderate. To this day I wonder
whether T was wrong then...

The Congress rejected the White Paper but refused to go along with those of
its delegates who advocated non-cooperation with the Eritish Government,

David Bnn4§hriun succinetly formulated the official Zionist line— "To fight
| the White Paper as though there were no ﬁgr, and to fight the %;r as though
there were no White Paper." This, as one can readily see, was nut-ffhgdzaainn




"I appeal to you to go forward as the emissaries of that faith, courage

and vision which have not been dimmed in two thousand years! "
’

I served as Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal for six years,

relinquishing the position in January, 1944, to concentrate on the work of

the American Zionist Emergency Council. :
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In 1939, the Second World War broke out. It was to mark the end

and the beginning for many things in the world. It was to affect the destinies

of nations, of empiresrand of continents. The Jewish people suffered more

during this war than any other people on the face of the earth. It was the

blackgff period in its long and dark history. Cvj j ¥ _é‘ W

Shortly after the United Statef entered the war, when the outcome
was still in doult, I wrote in Janpary, 1942, an article on "The Shape of
Things to Conye", which was wiflely quoted. In itI Axpressed my hopes and
my fears on i the war. I have since seen some of my hopes

partially fulfilled, but many /of my fears kawe, yYnfortunately, elma come true.




_" Religion which has so much at stake in this war -- in fallce, the whole
classic Judpeo-Christian tradition is at stake -- is hoping, though it has
no assurance -- that this war, coming so soon after the last, |will sober
the human rage so that it will forsake the dynical and brutal materialism
which has led jit from one Golgotha to anothér, and will restore¢ to respecta-
bility the eternal human ideals and the spiritual values which alone give
significance to I\uman life. Religion hopes that this war will mark the end
of the persecutiops of races and minorities, the exploitation of\hates, the
total submergenced of the individual to the state\and the narrow nationalism
which have made isternational life ugly, mean and cruel. Religi¢n is hoping
that the hard tasks ¢f peace will evoke at least spme of those virtues which

fighting free men evi‘:lence in wsr -- courage, regoluteness, selfisacrifice

fortitude, of faith and vision, after the war, if we

values for which our couyntry is fighting today, and for which brave

die - (4]
many ways I admired him greatly. W was the eloquent spokesman of
some of thege very ideals which conspired men of good-will in those

searching and critical years. I had voted for him twice, but
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%n March 31, 1940, addressing my congregation on a subject which was

———

then widely discussed, "A Third Term for President Rooseveltl' I stated:

"There are citizens who do not favor a third term for President
Roosevelt, not because they are his foes -- because they are his friends --
the friends of the things he stands for. These people greatly admire him.
They fully appreciate the monumental services which he has rendered this
country during these last seven years.... They-do not question-his $rue-
cearage-toface these reatities. They remember, and they-refuse-to forget
that Mr. Roosevelt, in 1933, took over a bankrupt nation which had gone
through the disaster of twelve years of boom and depression. He came in as
the head of a people in panic, a people whose industry had been stalled, whose
farms were languishing, a people prostrate not only materially, but even more
so spiritually. They remember that Mr. Roosevelt succeeded in restoring

their confidence and hope. He set about rebuilding what had been shaken smé O\

Joy-ride under Republican
sponsorship. They temember that he tried to rally the nation around a
construction, of a

nomic cycle.

worker, to the farmer, not only to raise their standad of living, but
also in an effort to circumvent the\evil of periodic overproduetion in this

. They remember that to this
day, Mr. Roosevelt has not permitted the unemployed to starve, and has kept
millions of our people from thoughts and acts of desperation. They bear in

mind with gratitude the fact that he established measures of social securit}r)




security for the aged and for the unemployed.
"They remember
would protect labor
amicable adjustmesit of employer and ¢mployee relutiunsﬁfps.
member that he was resﬁnnsihle for théfenactment of laws to
| stock exchange ané the exploitatiﬁn of the
publice All these measures he attempted to achieve within the
framework of E:Eﬁaystem of private enterprise. And through the enactment of
these measures, he succeeded in averting a violent political and economic
upheaval in our land.
"He has worked and is still working not alone for peace, but for a
Just peace.

"And yet, because of their very admiration for him, these friends of

Mr. Roosevelt, zé%;g whom I am one, would urge him not to stand for re-electim.

The Third Term, my friends, is not a law, but a tradition, a tradition which
reflects the political views of the American people, a custom even more
powerful than a ldw. It is a custom which has not been violated in one
bundred fifty years, and during these one hundred fifty years there have been
¢ritical times, some of them more criticel than the present.”

"It is particularly important in these days, when the indispensible-
one-man rule is exalted in so many parts of the world at the expense of the
democratie faith in laws and iﬂﬁtitutiﬂnﬁéuther than in persons, that it
should not be repudiated."”

After the two parties met in convention and Mr. Roosevelt was
nominated by the Democratic Party for a third term, I was asked by The Cleve-
land Press whether I would wish to express myself on the nomination of Mr.

Roosevelt or on Mr. Wendell L. Willkie, who was nominated by the Republicans.




In reply, I stated: "My conviction as to the third terms remains
unchanged and so does my admiration for the !4"&'“9-4‘— and achievements
of President Roosevelt. What I expressed in my March address represents a
Jitij]&Al conviction. Only one consideration would have warranted a change
of attitude, the opposition candidate, in this case Mr. Willkie, would
have been an isolationist, representing a foreign policy at sharp variance
with the M and courageious one which President Roosevelt has been
presenting. In which case, ﬁhe vital interests of civilization, now being
threatened, would have ocutweighed any other considerationq. Fb unately,

Mr. Willkie has expressed himself clearly and unequivocably e fé#rhbf
tendering maximum eid, short of war, to Great Britain."

The Republican National Committee made extensive use of my statement. Tf\-aj-

wizber was entirely proper. I was asked to become active in the campaign. I
Ve VG

' .
declined on the ground that it was an un f/igggctice 51 batha not to

participate in any political campaign.
I received a warm note from Mr., Willkie:
"Dear Rabbi Silver:
"I am most appreciative of your statement released in the Cleveland
Press of Tuesday, August 6, announcing your support of my candidacy for
President of the United States.
"As one of the outstanding Jewish rabbis in the country, as well as
a noted liveral and leader in the Zionist movement, I am proud to have your
support, and I am deeply grateful for all you are doing in my behalf.
Cordially and sincerely,
Wendell L. Willkie"

h4f¢%¢r-
Politics aside, I really admired this man Whose vision in the sweret of Wl




reached out to the ""One World", and whose deep humanity touched the
hearts of men.
In 1944, when President Roosevelt ran for a fourth term, I again

voted for the Republican candidate, ¥&#. Thomas Dewey. This was looked

b
upon as heresy and was deeply resented byth&e% Jews and Zionists, ¥Fhe.

wereeconpletelyseldoni DR, There were prominent Zionists,close to

the Admihistration, who felt that my Republicanism would prove em-
barrassing to the Movement in Washington. ,My troubles in the Zionist

s :M' : A
Emergency Council in the the next few » to which T will refer later on,

are in the main traceable to this fact.
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Early in the year 1942, I received an invitation from Dr. Weizmann to
visit England in behalf of the Palestine Appeal Campaign. T accepted the
invitation and, travelliné ;4EQ§P:;?RErmuda and Ljisbon, by-Giippery I arrived
in England on March 9th angkwas met by a committee headed by Dr. Weizmann in
the Paddington Station., I stopped at the Dorchester Hotel and after dinner
that eveing I walked out into my first blackout in London. It was a weird
and ghostly experience, Iﬁﬁzépped into the Uhdergruund 5he1te€r;hsre men,
women, and children were sleeping in iron cots on three tiers while passengers
were waiting for their trains,

It was a very distressing time for England. It had quite recently received
staggering blows in the Far East. The wounds of Malay, Singapore, Rangoon,
Java, and Burma were still fresh. Those were dark days also for our people

and trying days for our lovement.

While the full extent of our people's tragedy at the handﬁﬁf the Nazis

()
was as yet ﬁ} known, enoughf was known ufp azi diabolic plans to ﬁ,terminate

European Jewry to fill us all with horror. Our Movement was impaled on the
horns of a tragic dilemma. Jews everywhere were, of course, solidly behind
Great Britain and her allies in the war against the Nazis, the common eneny
of civilization. But nur-ﬁpvement*was compelled to resist Great Britain in
Palestine because, as the llandatory Government, it had shut the duuQs of
Palestine against our refugees who were desperately seeking asylum from Hitler's
conceniration camps and gas chambers, Palestine Jews were loyally fighting
in the armies of Great Britain, but the Haganah and Irgun, each in its own way ,
had to resist Oreat Britain in Palestine in the hope of saving the haple ss
remnants of our people from eytermination.

Those were the daygof the White Paper. I arrived in London just ten days
after the sinking of the "Struma"-—the ship which arried seven hundred Jewish

refugees, It had been turned away from the shores~ of Palestine and had

perished in the Black Sea.




Upon my arrival, I met with the representatives of the press at
the central Zionist office, 77 Great Russell Street. I spoke to them of
the pressing and urgent problem of our Jewish refugees, the victims of
our common enemy and of Palestine which should be open and available
to them , for in Palestine the Jewish people had an internationally accredited
legal status for which they had to thank Great Britain.

'"" The Balfour Declaration was a product of great political vision and

statesmanship and emanated from the deep humanity%kthe fine spiritual Samac

] b

<eiees of the English people; and the Jewish peaple% forever remain

grateful to this act of statesmanship, 4#f humanity and friendship.
"Unfortunately in the last twenty odd years, for one reason or another

difficulties were placed in the way of the full implementation of the letter and

the spirit of the Balfour Declaration. White Papers made the work of re-

habilitation, reconstruction and actual conversion of Palestine into a homeland

. W AR
for the Jewish people, increasingly more difficult. But ssss-meese hopeful

E—vul
that the same vision, &he—sesee humanity, tse-sewre friendship which the

English people evidenced during the last war, wouldagain manifest itself
now and in the years to come ~wigh-it TTust-become inereasingly clearto
tW—lﬂaﬁ increased tragic position of European

Jewr}r.w&ﬁ;e establishment of a National Home land for the Jewish people

o WG, 7

in their historic home wam=my immediate urgency.




"" The Jewish people are asking Great Britain to treat them as friends

and allies. Great Britain has no more loyal friends in the world, no more

loyal friends in & part of the world which‘h' become one of the most

critical ‘pagide in the far-flung
ask of this great people not to Embarrassdi#!'
in the United States by such incidents as the 'Struma' affair, by sending
& . .
refugees who frompten thousand hells in Europe to a place which they

O : :
regardj as sanctuary, m concentration camps in the Holy Land, awe

e Ty Sa—o F=e. We are asking &hir‘?//w

greet-peopke to treat tﬁ: in a way which is in keeping with the dignity

\
of an ancient people; to permit the-demesai_Palestime to fight for the common
cause, under British command, but under the flag of the Jewish people ‘Z
Palestine. "

I expected to find the war-beset and sorely troubled Jewish com-
munity of Great Britain distraught, and as far as Zionist activities were
concerned, all but paralyzed. But to my great surprise, I found it unshaken
in its Zionist loyalties, firm in its resolve, and generous in its response.

I visited nine cities. Some of them had been recently blitzed and badly done
up. The nights were made darker by the universal blackout. Besides London,
I visited Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool, Birmingham, New Castle, Southport,

Harringate, Sheffield and Glasgow. It was a whirlwind tour. I addressed many

meetings. Everywhere I received the same heartening impression and the




"The measures here urged constitute the essential prerequisites for the
attainment of a Jewish majority and for the re-creation of the Jewish Common-
wealth, "

This Resolution which was eloquently seconded by Henry Monsky, was
adopted by the overwhelming majority of the delegates with only four dissenting
votes. This was followed by a long ovation and the singing of '""Hatikvah''.
Judge Proskauer presented a ''statement of dissent'" on the part of the American
Jewish Committee. Concluding remarks were made by Dr. Wise and myself.
The audience rose and sang ''"The Star Spangled Banner'.

I was asked to speak again at the conclusion of the last session of the

Y002 0n i:cv\-* "
Cnnference.:I‘his has been the only great assembly, the only great K'nesia
(convocation) of American Israel in the last twenty-five years...Here was
revealed the Jewish mind in all its intellectual vigor and clarity. We all
experienced some very high and exalted moments at this Conference, and at

times I could feel almost a Yom Kipur motif... There were solemn moments;

there were also great, joyous moments in the last few days that spoke of high

hope and unbroken confidence in ourselves, in our destiny. Jsseunld.not help

recalling time-and again-that beautiful phrase of the greatest of our poets:

"When I think of your afflictions,

I am moved to the/deepest of lamentation;

But whey I dreamy/ of the return of your captivity,
I am liKe a harp unto your songs."






