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The State of Israel was now established but it was fighting for its 

v ry life. It hould b remembered that what was finally achieved was 

achieved throu h bitter struggle on the battlefields of Pale tine far more 

than on the political battlefields of Flushing eadows and Lake Success. 

The United ation was unable or unwilling to implement its resolution 

of November, 1947. The Jews of Palestine had to implement it with 

their blood and sacrifices. The moral strengthening which the United 

Nations resolution gave us was of enormous importance, as was the 

aesi tance which it gave u later during the rmistice negotiations. It 

is clear, however, that there would have b n no armistice in the fighting 

in Palestine which lasted for nearly a year if the Jews had not fought and 

decisively defeated the invading armies. 

The final validating seal upon the political victori s which we re won, 

was set by the remarkable military victories of the greatly out-numbered 

and poorly equipped fighting forces of the Israeli themselves - - the Tz 'va 

Haganah Le-Yisrael. Without their victories, our political victories 

would have been in vain; without our victories their military victories 

would probably also have been in vain. It is the people of I rael themselves, 

aided by the political as istance which they received from their fellow-J we 

throughout the world, who eatabli h d the State of I rael. 
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In the months which followed the proclamation of the St ... ,te, there 

was severe fighting in Palestine. Egypt, Tran jordan, Iraq, Syria, and 

Lebanon invaded the country and Israeli forces clashed with them. The 

United Nations Security Council did nothing to defend the new state under 

attack but is ued several cease-fire orders. It et up the office of a 

United ations Mediator for Palestine to promote a peaceful adjustment of 

the future situation of Palestine. Count Folke Bernadotte of Sweden was 

appointed Mediator. The boundaries of Israel were not firmly determined 

and attempts were made as part of the effort to achieve a peaceful adjust­

ment to alter the boundaries t forth in the United Nations resolution. 

A very dangerous political moment fo the new-born State of Israel 

followed the publication of Count Bernadotte's report in September, 1948. 

The plan which Count Bernadotte prepared assigned the Negev, two-thirds 

of the territory of the State of Israel, to the Arab State and placed the city 

of Jerusalem under United Nation control. The Am erican government 

gave its unqualified approval to this plan. A determined effort was made by 

the representatives of our government and tho of Great Britain to rush 

through an approval of this plan in the General As mbly of the United 

Nation which was then meeting in Paris, hoping to capitalize on the public 

indignation which the tragic aasa sination of Count Bernadotte had aroused. 

This was a reversal on the part of our government almo t aa aeriou as that 
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of March 1 th when it called for the scuttling of the Partition plan and 

proffered a temporary trusteeship in its stead. It was necessary for the 

American Zionist Emergency Council to get into actio again in order to 

persuade our government to abandon the position which it had taken. This 

was not at all ea y. As so often in the past, our government, both the 

Executive Branch and the State Department, suddenly became completely 

non-communicative on the subject. In the name of the Emergency Council , 

I sent on September 23, 1948, the following t legram to President Truman: 

"We have relied on the loyalty of the American government to the 

United Nations Partition Resolution of last ove ber, on your per onal 

commitment and devotion to this policy a d n the platform pledge of the 

Democratic Party to support the State of I rael within its fixed boundaries 

and we have accordingly been profoundly shocked by Secretary arshall' 

unqualified endorsement of the recommendations of Count Bernadotte which 

would reduce the area of the State of Iara 1 by two-third leaving it a miniature 

state inc le of large-scale settlement of refugees. The citizens of Israel 

who reluctantly accepted the partition of Palestine last November and woo 

have since successfully defended the borders of their new state with their 

blood are now being asked to accept another partition of their small state. 

This penalizes Israel for having accepted partition and rewards the Arabs 

for having attempted by force of rma to upset the United Nations recom-

mendation. e ppeal to you to prevent the imposition of auch iniquitous 



- 4 -

term on Israel and to stand by the pledged word of your adminietration 

and of the American government which ace pt d without eservation the 

November 29th deci ion and which my ~1ay 14th gave de f cto r cognition 

to the new State of Israel. ' ' 

Both political parties were persuad d to include planks in their l 48 

platforms approving the claims of the State of lsr el to the boundaries 

which had been et forth in the nited ation re olution. 

Th Republic n National Convention, on June 23rd, l 48, adopt d 

the following plank: 

" e welcome I r el into the family of n tions and 
take pride in the fact that th pu Hean party was 
the fir t to call for the establishment of a fr e and 
independent Jewish commonwe 1th. Th vacillation 
of the Democratic Adininistr tion on this que tion 
baa undermined the pr stige of the United Nations. 
Subject to the letter and spirit of the United Nations 
Charter• we pledge to Israel full recognition, with 
its boundarie as sanctioned by the United ation , 
and aid in developing it economy." 

The Democratic ational Convention, on July 14th, adopted this plank: 

11 e pledge full recognition to the Stat of I rael. ... 
e pprove the cl ims of the State of Israel to the 

boundaries set forth in the Unit d Nations reaolution 
of November 2 and consider that modific tions thereof 
should be made only if fully acceptable to the State of 
Israel. We look forw rd to the admi eion of the Stat 
of Isra 1 to the United Nations and its full participation 
in the intern tion l community of n tione. 
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" e pledge appropriate aid to the State of Israel in 
developin it economy and resources. 

e !avor th r vi ion of the arms embar o t accord 
to th State o Iara 1 the right of self-defense. We 
p edge ourselv s to wor for the modification of any 
resolution oi th United ations to the e tent that it 
may prevent any su:h revi ion. e continue to upport, 
within the fr mework of the United Nation , the inter­
nationalization of Jerusalem and the prot ection of th 
holy places in Palestine. 11 

After much arduous labor we ucceeded, on the eve of the national 

elections, in obtaining a clear statement from both the political candidates 

in oppo ition to th Bernadotte plan and in favor of the territorial integrity 

of Israel. Pre ident Truman stated that he w u d not agree to any change of 

the United ations November, 1947 dee· ion t t would not be acceptable to the 

State of Iara 1. 

The Bernadotte plan was rejected by both the Arabs and the Is ·aeli. 

The Negev was finally secured by the Israeli fighting force . 
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Chapter DD, page 1 Insert 

A dramatic e isode at onP of the sessions revealed an open rift bet~een 

the President of the T orld Zionist Organization and the Chairman o its 

Executive . A speech by Dr . Tleizmann at the concl .sion of the general 

debate was taken as an exoression of his disbelief in the possibility 

of attaining the objective of a Jewish State . Ben Gnrion strode angrily 

to the nlatform and declared that in making his sta+,ement, Dr. ·!eizmann 

did ~ot s eak for the Jevrish Peoµle . 

Chapter DD, nae 3 Insert 

In con~emplating the possibility that the i sue mi ht be nresented to 

the TTnited Nations I had thought of addressing 1rselves not only to the 

~estern democracies , but also to Moscow. I had intimated as much publicly 

and was roundly attacked in a part of the Jewish press for entertaining 

such a thought . Subseq1ent events proved me right . 

Chanter FF , page 14 Insert 

In snbseauent proceedinfl's the 3oviet Dele at·on turned out to be firm and 

consistent supporters of the case for a Jewish State . No doubt they had 

their own motives but we had eve .. reason to appreciate their hel and 

steadfastness thro ~hout the proceedings . 

Chapter HH, pa .e 32 Insert 

There had been prolonged debate and a good deal of tension on the quest · on 

of acce ting or rejecting the last-minute pro osal of the State apartment 
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lnsert a& 2cd paragr a:Qb:.. In the brief pPriod of his association with the 

Emer ency Cruncil, l • Heumann initiated number of signi icant activities 

includ ·_ng the or~ niz ~tion of two hi~hly important bodies~ the merican 

Palestine Co mittee and the Christian Council on Palestine . He eng~ ed 

in diplomatic activity in iashington and also established the Commission 

on Palestine 0urveys to make an engineering study of t he Lowdermilk plan 

for a "Jordan V lley Authority . " But he was acutely aware that Zionist 

uublic relations and political efforts were not bein~ carried forward 

with the reouired scone, intensity and effectiveness . Deeply concerned 

over the isr~ve inadequacies and the frustrating conditions revailin in 

the Emergency Council, Dr . eumann issued a public warning and resigned 

in February, 1943. His resignation helped to pave the wa for a reappraisal 

and reorganization . 

Chapter CC - pae;e 14 

\~ shortly thereafter a grou of loyal adherents organized themselves as 

the American Zionist Policy Co mittee to bring about my return to the 

leadership of the Co mcil and to fi ht for a pro am 11 in which timidity, 

appeasement and backstairs 'diplomacy' would have no rylace . " This fight­

in's committee was headed by Abraham Goodman , a veteran Zionist as chairman . 

Dr . eumann was its g iding suirit and chie spokesman on public platforms . 

Sha iro and I anson were joined by tio other staff members of the Erner ency 

Council, Abraham Tuvim and Harry Steinberg. To:>ether the., assumed full 

executive direction of the work of the 7 ionist Policy Committee and its 

nationwide cam aign of info-rm tjon on the vital issues involved in the 

controversy. 



"We mu t , in every way, support the Yiahuv in it strug le 

against the attempt of the andatory Government to liquidate the Jewish 

National Home . By maximu financial and mor s pport, we must 

strengthen the Yishuv ' s power of resist nc . The Yi huv must, in the 

la t an ly is , decide for itself the form and the tim • g of its r si tance 

to Briti h lawlessnes in Palestine. But, what ver their deci ion -- we 

will stand by them. e must in ure , r dles s of co6t, continued 

Jewi h immigration into Palest ine . " 



-8-

• t t 1 , to re-en ge r . ontor. . N ann an I th 

frm xecutive of th J cy. 

o t actt In is unpl a ant affair were the oale to and th tr 

princlpl s , e apat in Ier el, an o clal in th governm t of I rael. 

It s without saying that, upon my rest atlon, Dr. ahum ann 

a el cted <llairman of the American S ction of th Jewish cy ••. 

I continu a Oialrman of the tonist Emergency Camell until S tember 

1949, h n I as asked to be r 11 ved. 

I had held that position f r t y ar -the most crucial y rs of our 

ov ent. 



-3-

I atten the corner-stone laying cer ony of th · rultural school in 1 al 

kelon which as stablished tn y honor. Present at thl a occasion were 

Druses, including th ir ik, who had come all 

atten i function. This school has since exp 

b autiful campu and l lmown s Kfar Silver. 

.., way from We tern Galilee to 

ed Into many buildinas and a 

At a largely attended pr s conference, at the Pre s Club fn ':D I-Aviv, 

I was closely que tioned about many thin , esp ctally about my resignation from 

th Zionist eruUve concernin which th~re had be much comm tary in th .. 

public pre s , a good deal from unfriendly o rces. I told the quite frankly: "I 

did not r s1 , I a removed. As a result of unju ttfl ed intervention, I foond 

myself in a situation where I could not eff ctlvely c nUnu ., Cltairman of the 

Am ...,rican Section of the Jewts A cy. I wa r from my position by the 

tactics of those p rson who now criticize me for 

that th did not want m to continue In leadership. 

now?" 

withdrawal. It was cl ar 

y, then, are th complaining 

I returned to the United States and som reafter on Jun 24th, I left 

for South Africa to 1nau rate th Flftl th Anniversary eel bratton of the Jewish 

N tional Fund. The Jewish National Fund ha alway b th demilitarized zone 

tn the camp of th Zionist , transcending all conflict and party strife. It was a 

successful tour. 
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th affair of th other, but that both should work tn friendly o eration. I had 

r s1 from e orld Zionist Ex cu ve because of un arrantoo interference 

from Jerusalem. In no instance had I attempted to dictate to, or Interfere tn thn 

affairs of the Government of Israel. 

I left before the Congress was ove!". 

The polttlcal 1ussles and rivalries within th ,., Movement were now too much 

for me. 'lb State was established and I could not see the purpose of continually 

wrangling with fellow Zionists. I could find more helpful ways of s rving the 

n state. 

Thereafter, I d clined every elecUve office tn the Movem nt though 

I continued to be acUve 1n behalf of Israel. My interest in the z . O. A., of course, 

never flagged. I attended its conventions and 

organization whatev r counsel I could. 

over con lted, I ve th 
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I c ntlnu to address Ztoni t gat herings throughout the cruntry. Ip rticipated 

in th c paign of the United Jewish Appeal--and sine 1956, I have served as 

th Chairman of th Board of Bonds for Israel , traveling extensively in its behalf. 

I serv on th boards of the Hebrew University and th . T .. chnion and too!t an 

active part in Its fund-raising efforts ln the United States. Whatever was constructlv 

In th life of tho State remained close to my heart. I was availabl tc the Embassy 

of Israel In Washington which, on numerous occasions , requ steel m to carry 

out some sp ctfic mission. 
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s ti of th ~ cCarran- alter mt ti BUI. Both c rr d 

al r ho had spons red BUI re D ocrats and he did not c,w why 

h should be saddl with th re onstbtllty for th t Btll. He spok of th d 

intere t wbic he took 1n e problem of th Jews in the concentration camps shortly 

r th inva on of G rmany. of bl vi i to o e ps, e ann r 1n which h 

was w le ed the Jews the provision which he m aJ for their car . 
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our institution of law. ality an Justlc . ay it be 
unto u to walk alway in th .... dl tty of fr e m , s cur 
our rl t an fai All in the obligations of our prized c1 z ship. 

"Make s all of on h art, 0 , that togeth 
w may ove forw unafraid to th task an 
tnscnitabl y ar w tch lte ahead. Am n. " 

A few day lat r I r c ved the follow 

Eis nhower: 

one p opl_ 
s of e 

reel nt 

Janu ry 28, 1953 

"Dear R b i SU ver: 

I ant to take thl opportunl ty t.o tell you th t I am 
part101 larly gratettl for the important contribution 
you made to th Inau Uon ceremoni . In the 
years ahead the ceremony and your part l It ill 

Ollrce of real con tant stren to . 
I am deeply apprectaUve. 

Sincerely, 

DWIGHT D. EI ENHOWER 



an coura t to viol te it orders. con tc sanctions w re applt to 

tsra I h ch had not y t been ord red by the United ation -- htl ch sanction 

h d for s ral y not be appli 

or any o rah stat w i ch had time and a 

United State 1n the cas o 

d fl the S curlf¥ ncll. 

J enta.ti es call on Secretary Dulles an expr s the 

fe Un of e American J i,;b community on e wtthholcl ng of conomic aid to 

Israel. I t 1 p on Secretary several tim s ab t the matt r . On 

tober 25th I telegraph r . Dull s an expres eel the hope that he would do ll 

that he could to correct the unfortunate impression which had be er ted by the 

announcem nt of the withholding of financial aid which, in my Judgm nt, was a 

shington. He said that h had be 

that h wrul like to discuss the eo.Ur matter th m 

with h1m at the Sta Department on October 28th. 

t an earli r press conference; 

invited e to lunch 

At this luncheon we di cussed the 1 sue of the grant-in-aid and all th 

oth r 1 sues which were up before th Security 0:Juncll r lattve to I rael. I 

ent into th matter tn great detail--th hydro-electric plant, matter of Ki a, 

the attitude of the Sta Departm t 

lnistratf c:m came into office and 

friendlier atutude. 

ly towards I rael since the n 

importance of closer coop ration and a 
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by th d nt, my elf and my as ocla , in of hich e have 
soc er v ry car fully vi so Israel, as pr s ted by eir 

A bassador here and al o 1n Iara I. I gr atly ope that tbi mov will open t 
way to th tun p c in r a, h ch I 1m I ra l want an hich I 
Im Is also the desire of United Sta s. 

Knowing of your great interest 1n is matter, I am lettin you know 
a bit 1n vance th1 bac ground to our thlnkf.n" and I h that what we are doing 
will comm d l taelf to you. 

Wt th best wt she , I am 

Sincere y your , 

I I J obn Fo ter Dull 

P. s. If, as I anticipate, you g t this 1 tter prior to my akin my stat 
plea e """"""''~ its conten confl en • 

/a/ J 

To this l t r I r lied on eptember 2, 1955: 
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t th ison S ar en eettn • I stated: 

"In w what ha ha.pp In rec t w s -- th op In er of th 

a tern ·terranean to Sovi t p tratlon -- i the result of our Gov mm nt' 

mlstak n iddl E rn poli . W arn against it tim an a but 

our obj cti ere rltten o a comtn from special pl rs. e 1 not 

s e th n , we ere told, from t .., American point of vi • 

" t it d flnltely e s 1t from th po t of vi, • an 

th peopl ho er resp tbl r the handlin of the ar ast inter ts of 

our Governm nt in t e State D ar t have b en prov n ron c r 
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I plann a vi lt to I ra I in 

1 at , I thou t that a l tt r whtc I 

ch , 1 56. In vi of th 

brln from r sident er to 

th r si of Isr n . cco in y , I re ch a 

lett r om the P st nt. ls 1 tter to Pre f nt Itzhak B -Zvi read : 

arch 15, 195 

y r r . Zvi: 

" rou y frien , Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, who ts about to 
visit Israel, I hould like to tak opportunit;y to co vey my personal 
gr tin s occasion of the celebration of assover, your hi t ric 
festival , and on the eve of the eighth anniversary of th establtshm t of 
th of Israel. 

''I have followed with admiration the pro ess and developm nt 
of your country. mertcpn peopl wish your young stat p ace and 
prosperity. 

"Pe it e to assure you t e Am rican Gov•ft-•..,,. t, earne tly 
and in the fri ndliest of spirit, is exploring ve u to bring about 
as Us ctory, peaceful olution of th probl wht c nfront I r el and 
its n 1 ors. 

' shall all ne p tie ce, mutual con ........... .a.ac and gocd-Will to 
h Ip us alcmg the way. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Dwight D. Ei enh er" 

I presented it to Pr std t B -Zvl in bis modest cabin at Sodom 

oo th Dead Sea here he wa sp nding th Passover holidays with th m n 

in potash works. 

Prior to my r eturn to th States, President B - Zvt ve 

to Pr std t Ei senhower: 

al tter 
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r·n y v1 lt I ra in 195 , I o att d th o .. 

Sllv r o re 2 • to ca io the D e ik 

c mer-ston layin in 19 1, pres ted 

d h1 in1Ual atch tok of frl d hip. e 

- rion a pre t , an ctually startl m d th audi c by 

a "th greate t American Zio t leader Ince Ienrt Szold ' ..• 

g 

• creta.ry was pre spent ab an hour 

tr main topic of conversation as th 2PJ)rehenslon of our people due 

arms situati • 

out th di cussl I pr sented y ar ents for permtttf.n 

e a c rtaln ount of '"'-'""'A --to re tore the military 

bal c --to act a a t to pr s t g - and to encourage the oth r 

es tern p er o Uk i se. 

The ar ents made by Dull s and the Prest t hinged around th 

ooe central tl ou t of th Ir --that th ~ United Stat s ts Int r s in bringing about 

a p rman t p ace settl .;nt in that part of the worl an that th 
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e of lsra 1 were not th only one I ch absorb 

int re t. e A rican cene pros av problems of its own. 

In the Fall of 1957 • th s 

which had b ord r by th ' 

ov r the dese egatton of our schools, 

Court of the United States in 19 " ' reach 

e of tts d lorabl cl axo in the Little Rocke ts wh .:m Governor Fau us 

of tho State of Arkansas call out the National tard to bar th miEsion of nine 

e o stu ent from ent ring Central Hi b School. Tber were to be oth ..... r such 

forceful resistances to tho <Jourt d cision later on by the Governors of the States 

ofMtssl slppl an Alabama, leading to violence and blood h . 



I y co fr 1th tl do y , 

yo r v , tan , fo 

my 

e,m.mple, o th 

?" t l 

e tlon of 

sy to lov ttl 

t ty rn o 1 not of y r colo 

tr C , 

er ? Wh 

y ts.I o o r o • o y cl e v rybody or nly y r ? 

H lnc u v are y j y r human p le ? H uc of nob tshn s an 

ta -seeking 1 1 ln your n m -up? I ar lncer t our evotlo 

rselves'I' 

t ak your voice heard in the councils of your community an y ur 

V t. ou u t u an not be afraid. Th ate t r at to 

moral lnte ty of a man, special y o a man in co fortab clrcu: tanc , ls ht 

11 sl in rst t invite 

crit1c1 ? 

c 1tio an compl c ncy 

s tung in of our o ety, 

attitude. 

on? t t 1is atU tude of 

o --mmon to men and 1 rui rs of men 1 

ln se rewluttonary ay l t t a dan rru 

I am not sure at th mov t of passive r ce on th part of 

th An rtcan gro to obtain I ti will ccecd. ----•-.Aittons in the United 

t s ar not l tt.cal i thos wh ch prevail in 'tillJantt But if it 

1 and th struggl enters oth rand far 1 ss deslrabl phases, th fault will 

not be with th egro, who will never again accept coo.ditf.oos as th y are, but wit 

th white man who stubbornly dent d him these elementary human rl ts an with 

th whit man who preferred to r a1n detach and unlnvol ved 1n th st rugglo. 
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pr J idle s u e Ion 

' 
ar rl • th 

e it to r cl 

of noble rt tr 

o free e . We must not c tin 0 1.e lts 1 age in 

rica i our e o hon e d e can a it 

all our p -
o e w o oppo fr om or all m ultimat ly orf it th ir own. 

lov 
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4 

n at I , I 17, vol ti took 

• roo o t th cc 0 ht a c e 

to b mmunl 

in it nil ta on . l 

th! ao ch Id itself 

in od if th f il to ve erful 

n ph he atl of ltgi 

c n l roli o . oc coul not 1 or t--for it 

coul not 1 or , for it d stroyi th . t ould 

ha b Im 1 m tt r to fn ole o ftn on self 

a laud 

th lrl c he 

coul not 1 ore. b twe t a not to th ., a c se 

of black or hi --the p rfi ctl B 

In 1 17, wh Bolsh vis flr t ept Into power in Russi , I deltv red a 

-ermon at Th T ple on " --How to y ce tral thou t as 

"Kill Bolsh vi w th ju tic , 11 t it lov " . tw 8 V nai , quit as 

nai a nth con ont 

vii of th ir own day. Sine th I a vlsi ssi U s , 1n 1926, 1935 an 

1 I. I ve spo oft in out of my pulpit cm hat our attltud toward th 

Sovi t Unto haul be. 

I am convinced that w mu t I arn to Ii~ on th sam obe with the Sovi t 

peopl an th with us. 'lb aslans have adopt ay of 111 hich 1 th trs. 

I would not choose It for my elf or for Am rtca. It has stark an basic defects 
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sfll r V --at m hi to se hi e -- • 

s t r ti th t tn ss, c rtainl wi out 

• t t hil WO C h • 1 all 

I it In t; 0 at OU t to 0 t b t of r own 

lpt w r we can, s kin no olitical 

atio r 0 r e d t rr o thre ts, looldn :ft.rat 

s dn u ti th ell-bein o ourp le. 

0 r lifi , or ill tt rut !ritual tre sure , 

if , C ri y. 

C 1 2 r Pres (N{ r u t b for 

hi au ti • 

" 0 th 
sea on and to 
on of blesa•ea 

country r man 

r, 11 
year of he 

ei~.n:rutn,,,. , un r. ou tnsptr 

De ember 26, 1952 

g of th 
comtn y ar be 

, for our belo 

"I r ad with de Interest of th overtures which have be ad fo diplom Uc 
talk b twe you an Premier talin, and of th unwilltn ess of th Premier to 
dlscu s with you wq of ending th C.Old ar and easing world t nsicm. I 
cm t that 11 w s to v h o t ou t1W. co st e on to such a 
proposal. 

"Befor the lectlon you el ctrlft the American people statln that you were 
p rs lly in to or a to t flr t-han vi o 11u tton t re. Over-
whe lngly the ertcan p ople approv . I belt ve th t th 11 simtlarly approve 
a clsion on your part tog t ftrst- and vi , In personal ccmferenc with the h ad 
of the Soviet Union, of the world situation which has deteriorated In recent years so 
dan rously, and to explore all venu s for tmprovem t and for averting a world 
disaster. Such a c ference may be--1 do not sq will be--th key which will open 
an d r of hope and p 1 r · peace and stability for which mankind h s 
be so prayertWJ.y yearnln 

"You have be th gr '!t architect of our victory In war. I feel that destiny has 
summoned you to be th eat architect of world peac . You not afral to tak 
calculated rl ks to win victory In war. I am sure that you will not be afraid to tak 
calculated risks to win victory for p ce. Qir frlen s throu wt th world will b 
hearten in is dark hour of mounting c Alslcm. and despair, by a antfestaU on of 
forthright and courageou statesmanship on th part of th n Presi ent of the 
Uni States who, forever min Ill of th n ed for aklng th free world secure, 
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//ABB IDL LS L 
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" an OU fo our ou l 1 tt r of ecemb r 26th. 

pr ciat you c"~"4•ents and assure you that 
will recelv careful c sl eration. As you lmow, I vitally 

r tn otna- ve--·""'- o stbl to ac i ea 
throu th orld. " 

to culrnJn te in th Paris mit C.Onft r nc 

th Cold ar and which 

0 d , a 1 ell lmown, 

ln th tra c flasco of the U2. Pr sld t Kenn ' s administration promised 

a fresh start in reducing communist-fr e world t slon but was soon bo awn 

in the abortive of Cub 

ortunately In 1963 n win b gan to blow. thaw set in. Unit 

State and the Sovt t Union after y ars of fruitle n gotta on 

nucl ar t ban treaty--a ftr t tep to ch ck th ') suici al a s rac . 

a limited 

United 

States al o began to trad mor fr ely with the communist bloc. This ay be th 

for runn r of oth r contract which may lead to better understanding an trust 

d to th l ssening of nsions. 
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tttl II to tch deliv r pit on 
' • , 

D c b r 17, 1 a r gre co , 8 

myr son . 
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I o oft i t cro s 0 0 e ly. He a1 . . 



that ., St.at of Israel is th coll ctlv crea • on of the tlr Jewi people, 

not only of the people now livln , but of Jewish peopl in 1 g erat a ., And 

I as e that Abba Hill I Silv r realizes as I do a this creation h snot yet 

b en completed, an( that we still have a long ro ah .ad. l g an difficult, trewn 

wi obstacl dan b fore 'e c comp .... to our w 1k" ... 

In y response, I thanked r . B - rio or his n-acious tribute. 

I also told th assembl 
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k en tl r tt rn of 

y, rma v year , 

of n r y hal c tury as a 

th r r 

o t ov m n 

I oc pi 

. I c pal in n h r t us' d 

. I I gbt any b ttle an er y t • 

Iwaa b red by any pe l who hav ho ored e by lr pr senc h r 

ev --and I clobber th 1 tu . tati and w re 

pl . I hav any s an c r e of y Zionist 

car r . 

did It 

th C n 

t n v r did the ory of th Zionist i eal fail to stain m , n v r 

e from my he rt. I a vile wt s with y own e 

eat 

r a of its r allzation-- hat rlch r 

hare in th 

k for? 
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Ev r since th establishment of th· State of Israel, I have fr tly 

be ask • t shoo.Id be the future relatt ship etw en the e of merica 

and th State of Israel?" 

If history ls any guide, th Jews of today who will c<mUnue to live in 

other lands will, by and large, maintain the ame attitude towards th State of 

Israel as th r forefath rs did. Th r will b most sympath tic relationship 

towards that land. 'Ibey wfil materially help l t to ab orb as many Jews as will 

wish to go th re or may have to go there. ey will help to bull up its rultural, 

sclentlflc, and spiritual fnstitutlons, as ell Its economic lifi so that it mq 

became a land of hich Jews everywh re can b proud. For e eyes of the world 

will be on th land of Israel to s what J , s people, can accomplish on their 

own. 

Israel will come again to be the non-political c ter of world Jewry. 

PU ms will go there as of old--and not m rely the pious. There will be a free 

flow of manifol communicati<ns, of mutual stlmulatle11, of glv and tak • 

Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining Influence in J ewtsh 

lifi everywhere. 

W shall remain me peopl , cm historic community, as of old. But 

the Jews of Israel wm be Israeli citizens and the J s of th United State will 

be citizen of th United States, an similarly with Jews In oth 'r lands. 

1bey will ow undivided alle ance to their r specttv coontrle and 

th will dischar loyally their ltll duU a as cltiz s , as Jews have 
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alway e. But th wlll r ta.in asp cfal attachm t to th land of Israel which 

will 1n no way tnterl r wt th r dutt s an obli on as ctt· z of th tr 

resp ctl v camtri s. 

It was Voltaire who one said that e ry cultured mans ould h two 

fath rlands--his own Franc . In an ven more profound .,,. ...... 113,U• but e ally 

non-poUUcal. it may be appli to th Jew and Israel. Israel wtll b the Sabbath 

In the life of our people wb , accordtn to b auUAtl tradition, an additional 

sool l s vouchsafed unto man. 

Does th re-e tabltshment of e Sta of Isra. 1 r res t th 

cmsmnmatlon oflsra ' hope? No. 
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State of Israel ts t ay a eat an oriou fact. But 

than th Stat of Israel ls peopl of Israel. an at than th people of 

Is el ts th immortal visf oo and hope which ta.in our peopl throu th 

Ion c 1ur1 • which made of tt covenanted p le, pl to the ideal o 

c t Shamayim, the e tabllshm t of th _,. ...... om of God o th. 

'lb stablt ent of th State of Isra I ts not flnal act in the ama 

of tsrael. Our eopl t moving ai, th Ark of the C.Ovenant ts mo ng on, 1n 

ater freedom now an 1n greater confld ce alon the broad hi ays of th , 

1m, to the end of days, pref! by our seers, "Wh n 

th s 1 not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy moontaln, and the earth shall b 

flll with th lmawled of God, as the waters cover the ... e " 
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Th profou.n m anln of J h history 11 s not In nationalism but 

in Judaism. d sUny of our pe pie ls lfnk wt the p o essl ve t.abll 

of th good soci ty on arth. in accordance with th J ethical and fritual principl 

of our pr hetlc religion. 'lb Jewish community inside and outside of 1srael has 

today. as tn th past. the m dat and the privilege of carrying on 11s wor 

Th\;; establtshm t of th State of . rael has in no way d inish thi 

t 

primary and conttmJfng obli tio of Jewi life. at has b n a cally abnormal 

1n Jewish expert ce throogh the c turles--naUonal hom leesn ss--has now been 

rectified. Up er foun atlons e world J sh community of tomorrow will 

be able to build a more rmaUv eliglou • cul111ral life, and p rhape recaptur 

its r volutlonary religious 1 adership in the orld hich twtc in th past remold 

cl vUization. 

'Th. establlshm t of th State of Is el a an act of historic n ceesity 

for our peopl , but it d snot rcpres t tho COD$1.Jmma of Jewi h destiny. 

r de ttny l link up with th establishment of Kingdom of God on earth. 

Cur ancl nt proph ts preach this during the first and secon commonwealths. Cur 

prophets of tomorrow will preach it durin the third commonweal • ~ peopl 

w re the 4r t in olden days to proclaim. the unity of God an th unity 



-5-

of manld.n • We, th ir desc ants, mu t b th rst 1n 

th1 spiritual vision of h IU . emu t tnsptr rur you wt 

cc nt of th lr historic faith so that th will Join witl all of 

ttl or 

th i ty 

od will ln the 

coura ous attack pen all t disfl res life an k ep an..,..,......,. hi divin p trlmmy--

P ve , upon the eco omic tnsecurU;y of the mass s, corruptlo d 

social privil , up th ar machine 

xploitatton. 

chauvinism, u rac C an 

T an lated into concr to terms, ft means repl shlng th spiritual and 

r 11 • ou reservoir of J sh ltfe--th syn g gue, r 11 ous school, th 

acad h e n and cholarshlp. or y are n th 

J sh commun1ti e of orld, o er than thos , of cour e, hie er d stroy 

or vaged by war and p rsecu on, had to glv prtorltj to re if, physical rescue and 

the reconstru cm of th te o ls el. u work ll h v to c Unu 

into an unpr ictabl l11ure. 03 y re still remain th ur and 

pellfn n eel for tald.ng car of the hundr s of tl1rusand of relt s o are 

s kin n homes. 

But even whU this ork ts going on, an certainly as th ur cyan 

pr ssure of that ork dfmfnfsh s, a we ope ft will with th y rs, our en r s 

and our resources should tncreasin ly be poured into th pcrman t and posltlv 

spiritual an cultural lnstltuUcm.s and torprtse of udai • ust begin to 

think gain in terms of the total plctur of Jewish llfi . filtons of J e will 11 



-6-

in I rael in th day.., t com ; illtons oro will Uv outside o lsra I. 

It 1 th ligion of Ju a1 hich will unit m , ot any politic bonds. 

Ju a1 In th past t our p opl togeth r as on reli ou fellowship al ou 

th ere pol ly disparate. •or th o J s everywher for the rich-

nt of fr lives, for th tr effecttve contributio to pro s of th co trl s 

1n which th ar citizens, and for hastenln the day of th 

p rati ve tba we be pour a our er au v inld.n , our bstanc and 

our r es into in tttution of Jewish r 11 ous life. 

For n ly half a c tury I have work a 

J ish muni . That do I think t e future of this 

and of th tas which Ii ah 

e American 

at community, 
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,, o e fore 11 a p ople' s futur ... no 'fv ho e an 

ill dr 

w 11 be. 

re of future lo of o h t th p 

ty years a no o could have fores the practical 

have foretol of ropean Jewry. h red y ars a no ne c 

th U .. th ould arise th lar st J lsh co munity in hlsto . 

at 1n 

t est we 

can proj ct our ho es th basi of rur pre t knowl d an d w r asonable 

int r c s fro perc tible tr s . f er to sk 
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t 0 t hi ti l th t • io r ch d th t 

to i { c tiv Co t 

0 rte n n il. I cc pt d th 1n ll n 

r o ition • i • io i 
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oth political p rti • w r p r•u d d to include plank• in th ir l 

which h d b n • t forth in th United atlon• resolution. 

Th R publican 

f ollo in plank: 

tion 1 Conventi , on Jun 23, l 48, dopted th 

" e welcom Iarael into th family of nation• and t 
prld in th f ct th t the publican p rty waa the firat 
to call for the eatabliabm nt of a fr and ind pend nt 
J wiah common ealth. The v cillation of the D ocr tic 
Administration on thi• qu ation b&• under ined the pr •ti e 
of th United ationa. Subj ct to th lett r nd spirit of 
th Unit d tiona Chart r, e pledge to I a full 
recognition, with lt• boundarlea aa aanctioned by th 
Unit d Nations, nd aid in developln it economy." 

Th Democratic Natioa 1 Co■v ntion, July 1 th, dopted 

thia plank: 

II pled e full reco nition to the State of Iarael . ... 
e pprov the claim• of th tat of Iara 1 to th 

boundari • aet forth in the United Nation• r aolutlon of 
ov mber Z and conaid r th t odification• th r of 

ahould b m de only if fully acceptable to the State of I rael. 
look forward to th dmlaalo of the Stat of Iara 1 to 

the United Nation• and it• full participation in the inter-
n tlonal community of nationa. 

e pledge appropriate id to the State of la rael in develop in 
lta conomy and r aourcea. 

e f vor th r vialon of the rm• e bario to ccord to th 
Sta of lar 1 the rl ht of aell-defen• . pled <ourselve 
to work for th ro d fica ion of any resolution of the United 
Natio. s, to the extent that it may prevent any such revision. 
We continue to support, within the framework of the United 
Nations, the internationalization of Jerusalem and the pro­
tection of the holy places in Palestine." 



-

Harold . anaon, • Dir ctor of Inform tl n, w • v ry acliv 

or anizin aupport for th r aolutlona. Aft r much rduoua labor 

aucc d , o the v of the n tion 1 1 ctiona, n obtalnln clear 

atat ment from bot th politic 1 candl t • in oppoaition to th B rn dott 

plan d in favor of the territorial inte rity of Iara 1. Pre id nt Trum 

• ted that h ould not ree to ny chan of th nit d tiona ove b r, 

1 47 d ciaion that would not be ace ptabl to the tat of Ier 1. 

Th rn dotte plan waa rej ct d by both th r be nd th laraeli. 

Th eg • fin lly aecur d y th Iar 11 fl htln fore •· 
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for peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all the 

major trends, our a e ha n welcome evidence of gre t determination 

and considerable progress. It is moving purpos fully in the right dir ct· on 

the a oliti n of war , he , duction of poverty, and the e ·rr.dnation o. r cial 

ineq 1 • y. T se ar the three major tr nd of o ce tu y , and t ey re 

the maj tr nds both in the East nd the West, i he C n a ·N 1\ 

as in the non- Communist orld. V. h t i te ring the e rl apart is a 

difference not of ideolog o ·e tiv , ut of n ethod ... 

In t e days to con1 there ill 

v nturesome Hpirit of a . n ci 

n w horizon o ch lle e the ad-

e an us ry , in in ren ion and iscovery, 

in the arts and the huma iti , pro ., ar f r fro1n 

havin reach d th ulti n t t ol t ·on o k' t ·enti th 

century i buildin a better and rw rld fo • t tw r ty-first 

century ·ill a r n e di ~ ro e up There • 1 e ft ood 

things of life for ryone. s i 1 r , b 1· ic il be 

free from t 1e dar heri oe of t. , 0 l ty, .ti ery 

and loitation, of ine 

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for Am w y if 

the catastrophe of war does not shatter it security and life. As a nlinarity 

e are hel less agains t e a 0 te and demagoguery, which war and 

econo i depr ions unleash. 



But given peac nd econo ic tability, the .. erican J i h com-

mm1ity ill mov forwar develo . It will expand it c tur 1 nd 

religi u lif nd institution , a 1 e w rthy contri ution to t 

total if f meri a. h l t three h ndred ye rs are w rrant for it. 

re um le - - a w r the b • nnin s of 11 ope o came t 

h s . rou 

th e- te s of n ury, ou nu b r er s red a rly 

t lif of m ic . p 0 became 

in outloo , in C .. f" en , n fu ... u f t e orld, 
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As an A ierican, a Jew and a Rabbi, I h ve been active for many 

years in support of the struggle of the N ro in th nited Stat for u lity 

before the law, for equal oppo t n't t rn a li lihood, for un e regated 

chools, and for the same anner of respect which is the due of v ry 

citiz n in free society. 

a t l i ot a simple one 

and th n t f n o e i t i not easy to 

tr • ht t e 0 t ron hich 

has b en t 1 r fo o lo t I c .. V iI f e mon'tion of 

o r e t h ou r i not t t u "the ar we 

!ree to d i t fr o it. 

Thi ap 1 , to icn , to n 

ut n u t be in i th ou lv 1 
l ha tre sed on 11 

occa on . It i it 1, a 0 tl w by 1 i tive ction public 

practices hich a e discrin i a or . r on ' tion be r ched 

and corrected y 1 • hould e done. ut th re are v tar of uman 

relationship whic ca ot be re c d b w er di position an at-

titude men. He re i wh r th 1n • idu ust challen e hi lf. e 

n1ust thoroughly house- clean ou own mind a d ls of raci p:r judices 

and of attitudes whic re unwor y f mature peo le. e must grow un to ou 

full human tature. e mu t check on our own per onal conduct efore w 

point n accu ing finger at our neighbor. 
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I always confronted my people with this simple question: ''How do you, 

yourselv ' and, for example, on the question a allowin a gro family to 

settle in your neighborhood?" It • ·te sy to ov hu anity in the be r ct, 

but how about your next-door neighbor, who i not of your color or creed? 

When you talk of brotherhood, do you include everybody or only your own 

kind? How inclu i e are you in your human ympathies? How much of 

... no bislu an tat e in . 
l 1 t • 0 1'0 I 1 -up? f you re 

ince i your d v ot • 1 to u n brotl in you selves! And 

then or n1. of - il t u.r rd in the councils 

of y ur com unity n y t ea u and not be afr id. 

Th t t r to th ' e c • 1 y of a an in 

comfortable circ: ta e , i n o k i e in contro-

ver ial i ue. inv' ri ? hy h uld he not rather 

rem in ate e 1 io t hi tt' d c tti n and co pl ncy h 0 ch 

is co on to men and to f e settin sin f our soci ty, 

and in these 1·evo uti n ry y it • n u t1 ude. 

I a 1 not su e at h mo p re i tance on e part of 

the A. ric n e o to obtai hi ri t ill ucce d. Cv .. ..::".i. n in th ., 

United States re not identical it t o e which pr vailed • Gh n i' India. 

But if it fails nd th tru le t rs oth r an f r le s d sir ble a es, the 

fault will be not ith th egro, wh ill nev r gain accept conditions as they 

are, but with the hite man who r ferre to remain detached and uninvolved in 

the st rug le. 
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e owe it to ourselves to abandon th se prejudic s becaus as lon 

a they are with us, we remain civilized barb rian . ow it to our fa.th 

because it summons us all to qual"ty e for God. We owe it to ur g racious 

land -- a land of noble heritag and tradition, which, until re cently, w s t 

hp an 

ight oft 

and be ove 

Tho 

r • de of free .. en. ust not continue to d il it i age in the 

o r lo ho c n a -e it a h ppy 

or a ur o e . 

ho • t fr do m o all n u ti at ly orf it i o n . 
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With the establishment of the State and the fulfillment of the Zionist 

ideal, the question soon arose as to the future of the Zionist Emergency 

Council. Should it disband? Should the whole Zionist Movement wind up? 

And what ~~e the~ionship between the Jews of Al,41\erica and the State 
A ~ 

of Israel? 

To thi l;i.st question I addressed myself when I spoke before the Fiftieth 

Biennial Assembly of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations held in 

Boston, November 14-17, 1948. 

"If history is any guide, the Jews of today who will continue to live in 

other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude towards the State of 

Israel as their forefathers did. Theirs will be a most sympathetic relationship 

towards that land. They will materially help/o absorb as many Jews as will 

wish to go there or may have to go there. They will help to build up its 

cultural, scientific, and spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life 

so that it may become a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the 

eyes of the world will be on the land of Israel to see what Jews, as a people, 

can accomplish on their own. 

Israel will come to be again the non-political center of world Jewry. 

Pilgrims will go there as of old - - and not merely the pious. There will be a 

free flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and take. 

Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining influence in Jewish 
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It need not duplicate their activities, but it can stimulate, guide and coordinate 

them. It took us many hard years of struggle to e sa::ablish the ascendance of 

our ideas in the Jewish communites of this country. Let us not lose it now by 

ti 
default. 

Not all Zionists agreed with this point of view. Foremost among those 

who adopted an opposite view-point was Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. He 

felt that now that the State was established, there was no longer any need for a 

strong Zionist Movement. The Zionist Movement was the necessary scaffolding 

for the building of the State. Now that the State was built, the scaffolding was no 

longer needed. A Zionist is one who settles in Israel. All others may be friends 

of Israel but should not regard themselves as Zionists. This position, he 

maintained consistently and vocally through the years and in the capacity of 

Prime Minister of the State, did much, quite unintentionally I -"f sure, to under­
/ 

mine the World Zionist Movement. ,MtM: a tiH19; hie awn part•r •e~eeci te -
tfluotc Re solution.)-

When Mr. Ben-Gurion visited the United States in April, 1951, to launch 

the campaign for Bonds for Israel, he studiously avoided reference to Zionism 

and the Zionist Movement and on the eve of his departure, he addressed a 

Zionist meeting in New York in which he told the Zionists that they cannot 

speak for American Jewry as a whole, that there are non-Z:ionists who do not want 

the Zionist Movement to stand " as a wall between them and Israel", and that 

the Zionists should confine themselves in their work to education and Aliyah. 
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~ 
Thus, there existed, tA:orofor8-, sharp divergence# 1n our points-of-view 

about the future role of the Zionist Movement. But there ere also other 

more down-to-earth party considerations which led to sh0:11p conflicts between 

Mr. Ben-Gurion and me. 

Ben Gurion' s party, the Mapai, wanted to control the government and 

determine its future political and economic policies, as indeed it has done 

ever si.nce the establishment of the State. The Mapai' s economic platform was 

socialistic, although not radical or inflexible. Through the years it has known 

how to make the necessary adjustments to conditions as they arose and it has 

invited and stimulated private investments and enterprises in the country. 

But from the beginning it looked upon the party of the General Zionists 

in Israel as a most serious rival and competitor. The General Zionists' party 
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The General Party in Israel was a merger of two groups, one slightly 

to the left of the other, which agreed to unite in 1946. 

I was a General Zionist and because of the prominence of the position 

which I occupied, I came to be regarded as an asset to the General Zionist 

Party in Israel, and correspondingly a threat to the political position of the 

Mapai. Had the Z. 0. A. membership Fargely bawl. laborite instead of 

tJ•cdffi:ninat~ "liberal centrist" , all the difficulties and ~ ~ which were 

to follow would not have arisen. 

Not long after the State was established, elections were held for a national 

and as the date set for the election, January 

25, 1949, approached, electioneering began in earnest and rapidly gained 

in intensity. The General Zionists in Israel quite naturzlly pointed to the 

political achievanents of their friends in the United States. The Mapai, quite 

as naturally, found it necessary to disparage them ... And so politics bedeviled 

our relationship~ Ben-Gurion
1
as the official leader of the Mapai

1 
and 1,as the 

unofficial leader of General Zionism in A~i ca fhus drifted into discord and 

misunderstandings. Politically, in theory and method, we were not far apart. 

We \\ere both known as maximalists, activists, and -- stubborn. I admired the 
~ .. ~ 

very dymanic and courageous leadership which .,..._gave our Movement during 

the critical years of the founding of the state. In the hour of decision he 

remained firm. He did not waver in his convictions and he did not under-rate 

the determination of the Yishuv to fight for its national redemption. But he was 
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recriminations began to abate in 1952, when the General Zionists joined the 

government coalition in Israel, and especially after the election of President 

Eisenhower in the fall of 1952. This removed from the arsenal of criticism 

the argument which had frequently been employed against me that I was 

"" persona not> grata at the White House .... 

~~~ 
In the "ftt~~ of the politically oriented,-..Zionists, a leader's position 

depended on whether he was persona grata at the White House. When President 

Truman was elected in 1948, my stock slumped. When Dwight Eisenhower was 

elected President in 1952, my stock rose again. Actually, my Zionist achieve-

mEnts under the Eisenhower administration, such as they were, were far less 

substantial than under the Truman administration, though personally my 

contacts with the Eisenhower administration were far more frequent and pleasant. 

Important national policies and decisions are simply not arrived at the 

"personality" way .... Furthermore, the attitude of the State Department under 

John Fo&:er Dulles continued to be quite as uncertain toward Israel as it had 

been urrle r Hull, Stettinius, Byrnes or 1-1 

definitely following a policy of Arab appeasement. 

I sensed the cooling off towards me on the part of the friends of the Mapai 

1n the United States -- the Poale Zion -- as early as 1946, when elections for 

the World Zionist Congress of that year were held. The Paole Zion had backed 

me up solidly right along and its spokesmen had praised and defended me. But 



After prolonged and fruitless debate on what was regarded as 

ultimate aims, on the differences between "Jews in Exile" and 8Jews 

in the Diaspo~ ~• ~~e~he::;11::,,wz:~o, :J.",;/re s~u~71; :),~~OJ 

would, or ~.come to Israel, the so-calf d•Jerusalem Program was 
~,::- /, 

finally shelved. 

There was also considerable heated discussion as to the future 

e Zionist Movement and the State of Israel. Here 

charges were hurled, especially by members of the Mapai that certain 

American Zionists (meaning me) had not yet reconciled themselves to 

the fact that there is ~ actual existence oj. a sovereign State of Israel 

an~re trying to interfere and to dictate to it. ,.. My position, of course, 

ten stated, was that neither should interfere in the affairs of 

the other, but that both should work in friendly cooperation. I had 

resigned from the World Zionist Executiv~ because of unwarranted 

interference from Jerusalem. In no instance had I attempted to dictate to 

or interfere in the affairs of the Government of Israel. 



t • I t 
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The Zionist Congress, which met in August, 1951, was a dishevelled 

and untidy affair. It had been repeatedly postponed. It was the first time 

that Congress met since the establishment of the State. One might have 

expected an exalted mood of achievement to dominate it and that it would 

devote itself to outlining a program of action for the future of the Movement. 

Instead of which, the bitter inter-party strife which had attended the elections 

for the Constitumt Assembly (Knesset) in Israel in 1950, were reflected 

in the Congress where the largest single delegation was from Israel. Like-

wise, the sharp friction which had developed during the preceding three 

years between the Mapai group in Israel and the Zionist Organization of 

~ Iv'] ~f..A.11 jffA/\ 
America~ a/J.so i1'f~~d~nce. The Mizrachi and the General Zionists of 

Israel h~ ~ ~raio"<l frem vohng {er 8elegatee !>o> the Congre~ 
,-... 

gether, because of irregularities in the electoral list.~ 

The acrid general debate with which the Congress opened soon reflected 

G.,,~C6M. 
the party cleavages and the cla!hof personalities. The General Zionists, 

who were greatly out-numbered ~eeauee ef O,eles w~ ad be llgtted 

..ti- ~ef'ti.~ the strong Mapai-Hadassah Poale Zion alig:iment became 

the target of attack, especially the Zionist Organization of America - -

and more especially, myself. 

Golda Meyerson (now Mair), 

. 11 p . ~ 1· k espec1a y v1tr10 1c attac upon me 

" 
...pa.pe.i:... ''Davar'' apologizetl for it. 

~tt~ ~~~ 
~~~c~ 

I)~~. 

speaking for the Mapai, delivered an 

-
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~v,~ \~ 
It was none of the business of the Jewish Agency to designate the chairman 

~ 

of the campaign of the U. J. A. This was the function of the United Palestine 

Appeal. These three then proceeded to cable Jerusalem urging a special 

session of the entire Executive in New Yor~City. The above three ~ 
~(~ 

we.ntz without authorization and without notifying the Chairman, to Mr. ,._ 

Morgmthau and requested him to resume the chairmanship of the campaign 

for the coming year. 

The Jerusalem Executive of the Jewish Agency came to the United 

States and after lengthy discussions, a compromise resolution was worked 

out under which there would be tfuree directors, one representing the 

Joint Distribution Committee, another the United Palestine Appeal and 

a third who would be designated by Mr. Morgenthau. This would have made 

Mr. Montor one of the three directors. As a prior condition to his re-

employment, however, he would be required to sign a letter of retraction of 

the charges which he had made and would refrain in the future from any and 

all controversial political activity related to Zionist funds and to any Zionist 

organization. The Committee of Contriiutors would discontinue all -J; 

activities and would dissolve immediately. 

M~rgenthau rejected the Agency's compromise proposal and 

dananded that Mr. Montor be given sole authority to run the United Jewish 

Appeal. The Executive then asked me to see Mr. Morgenthau personally 

in Florida in an effort to get him to agree to the compromise which had 

bren worked out by the Executive. Mr. Morgenthau could not see me. Where­

upon the Executive of the Agency reversed itself and yielded to Mr. Morgenthau' s 



Instead of planning the future activities of the Movement, the Congress 

became badly entangled in an ideological squabble over what came to be 

known as "the Jerusalem Program". The Israeli delegates, led by the Mapai, 

insisted that a rigid formula be accepted by the Movement to the effect that 

Zionism means the personal commitment of every Zionist to settle in Israel 

the Ben Gurion formula. ((i cbc). 

This immediately was challenged by ~elegates 
014. 

from America. They 
I 

resisted the attempt to foist such a formula on the Movement. !,myself, took 

Of course, we all agreed that there was..-. need for immigration 

especially from the Western countries -- but to make this obligatory on every 

Zionist was to announce to the world that Zionists every-where are not in-

tegrated citizens of their countries, that Israel is summoning them to renounce 

their citizenship. 
~ ct-cl )' 

I left before the Congress was over. ~ ucas he la.st Congre"'S'S tha 

The political tussles and rivalries within the Movement were now too 

much for me. The State was now established and I could not see the purpose 

of continually wrangling with Zionists. I could find more helpful ways of 

serving the new state. 

Thereafter, I declined every elective office 1n the Movement. My 

interes: in the Z. 0. A., of course, never flagged. I attended its conventions 

and whenever consulted, I gave the organization whatever counsel I could. 
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There existed in the United States a core of opposition to the leadership 

of Dr. Neumann and to myaelf, ever since I took over~k:~~e~a$.lur 

political work in the United States in 1943. In an earlier chapter I referred 

to this opposition in connection with the episode of the Palestine Resolutions 

in the Congress of the TJnited States. When this opposition was defeated, it 

did not disappear. It simmered through the years, arrl now, as a result of 

the action which~~ at the General Council in Jerusalem, it gathered 

itself -- as the Committee for Progressive 2_ionism -- for another attack. 

This time the attack was aimed directly at the administration of Dr. Neumann, 

but indirectly against me. 

The General Zionist Party in Israel had, early in 1948, split. A group 

which called itself 11 Progressive 11 seceded from the General Zionist Party and 

set itself up as an independent Party. From that moment on, those who did 

not follow this group of secessionists were branded as reactionaries. One 

needed a microscope to distinguish the precise differences between the 

"Progressive" Party and the General Zionist Party. A few years later, they 

were to unite again into one ra,rty and their competing subtle ideologies were 

forgotten. 

~~'-1~ 
During my visit to Israel in 1948, I ~pl8P8a> this split in the ranks of 

the General Zionists and called on the Progressives to return. At that time I 

did not support one group as against the other, and urged their re-unification. 

My advice was not taken. In the 1949 national elections, they presented two 

separate lists. When a coalition government was formed following the elections, 

the Progressives entered the coalition, the General Zionists did not. 



General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
President's House 
Columbia University 
New York, New York 

My dear General: 

October 14, 1952 

It is with keen interest that I have followed your campaign throughout 
the nation and your forthright discussion of the is sues which confront the 
American people. 

I was at the Republican Convention in Chicago, and was greatly pleased, 
because of my close association with the cause, at the inclusion in the Party 
platform of a clause on the State of Israel, which reads 

"The Republican Party has consistently advocated a 
national home for the Jewish people since a Republican 
Congress declared its support of that objective thirty years 
ago. In providing a sanctuary for Jewish people rendered 
homeless by persecution, the State of Israel appeals to our 
deepest humanitarian instincts. We shall continue our friendly 
interest in this constructive and inspiring undertaking. We shall 
put our influence at the service of peace between Israel and the 
Arab states and we shall cooperate to bring economic and social 
stability to that area. 11 

I do not recall that you have had an occasion during your campaign fully 
to define in public your personal views on this subject which is so vital to 
the peace and progress of the Mid<l.le East and to the defense of our free world. 
I know that many of your friends and admirers would be eager and grateful 
for such a statement. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

Signed/ Abba Hillel Silver 
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"The statements on Israel which have been issued by both candidates 

for the Presidmcy of the United States served to strengthen the conviction 

that the friendship between America and Israel will become even closer 

and stronger in the months and years to come. Our country's support for 

Israel has always been bi-partisan in character and the declarations which 

were made during the past week by General Eisenhower and Governor 

Stevmson have provided a striking evidence that this bi-partisan policy will 

be continued in the future. There is clearly no difference of opinion between 

the REpublican and Democratic Parties on the question of friendship and 

assistance for Israel." 

Ge:1eral Eise1hower was elected Pre~ident. On November 18th, he 

wrote m.:: a letter in which he said: "I deep , appreciate your fine support 

during thP recmt carr paign and I look forwa1 d to seeing you again soon. " 

Governor Dewey wroti : "You made a wonde1ful contribution to this tremen -

dous resul and I know it must give you the d, epest personal gratification. fl 

John Foster Dulles wr, te on November 26th: "You have always been a good 

friend who has stood by e in hours of troubl t. fl 

On December 11th I received a letter from Sena tor Stiles Bridges 

stating that the President-elect, Dwight D. Eisenho~ r, has requested 
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~ zn eting of , 1951, Ambassador 

Eban asked me to come down to Washington. He laid before me the "iltt'BtiOR 

of ~"grant-in-aid'by the American government and solicited my help in 

connection with the introduction of tali bill in Congress. I saw Senator Taft 

in his office . I discussed with him American grant-in-aid for Israel. He 

said that he would be very happy to help, that he would be prepared to sponsor 

such a bill on a non-partisan basis. A week later I received a letter from 

Ambassador Eaan in which he stated: 111 was greatly heartened to hear the 

outcome of your visit here last week. I am convinced that this has taken us 
I 

a very long stride forward and/ask you to accept this expression of warrrest 

appreciation." 

Early in February, I received the fir s t draft of the bill and I suggested 

certain changes in it. The second draft was then submitted to me. On 

February 28th I spoke with Senator Taft by long distance .. -4n Wa...hingtoa.. He 

informed me that he was meeting the next day with Senator Douglas to agree 

on the final wording. In June Ambassador Eban telephoned me again requesting 

that I come to Washington again in connection with the Grantl-in-aid Bill. I did. 

The Senator indicated 

that he would continue to press for his resolution as an authorization resolution 

when the Pre sident1 s Omnibus Bill for military and civilian aid came up before 

the Foreign Relations Committee. 

~ts ! Find sut what w,e -t:b:a fai:tc of t?his Gr-..nd-i-a-.aie=BiH:. 

I 'A ' 
- -



I .. 
\\ ( I , 

Israel received grant-in-aid from the United States - - fourteen 

million dollars in 1951, eighty-four million dollars in 1952, and varying 

amounts thereafter until .. 
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to address myself is, can we think hopefully of the next century as Jews, as 

Americans, as members of the human family -- for they are all inter-related. 

I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to do so, though we 

cannot be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed nor automatic; 

nor can we ignore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and wnpredictable 

in history have upset all man's careful calculations. 

11 I believe that the age in which we live 1s a great age and that we 

are moving towards an even greater age. I believe that our present age 1s one 

of the greatest in human history. We are too near our times properly to appraise 

them. One requires distance in order to !:Be great objects in their proper per-

spective. We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil and the conflicts 

of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging. 

"Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as 

lacking in idealism, in aim and p rpose, an age of breakdown and disintegration.,..,, 

"In c racterizing our agt as great, I am th king in terms of 

social progress and welfare, in terms c/f human advancement and civilization. 

More is being done/in our day for the i provement of the ::onditions of the 

common man, for .. he raising of his s andard of living, hi health, his education, 

and for his prote tion against the disc bilities of sickness, unemployment and 

old age, than in ny generation, than any five g nerationf in the past. Never were 

more determin«,d efforts made to bri rrg alitout a fairer sh, ring of the wealth that 

is produced ani a better way of life jpr all. 
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"Never have submerged races and pe ples of the eart risen 

as they have risen in y to demand and to achie a large 

measure achieved, free m and ;self-determinatio . Within the tl --eight yea.rs. 

~~~ ...... th of the 

~ning people 

s population .. - more tha lfive hundred mi ion non-self-

ave obtained their politic freedom. alism and colonial-

ism are in their ples are pressing orward into the 

light of a new d , arrl the exploitation of t e dark races of the earth is rapidly 

drawing to a 

"What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to 

see things, but also to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegrati ,n, but 

a radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution 

of man, a change not free, of course, from dar:gers -- for there 1s no progress 

without danger - - but one of boundless and immeasurEtble potentialities. 

"I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that 

our age 1s approaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around 

the corner. 

"The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve 

of the millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of 

the hoped-for good society, or away ;from it. Is our age trying to eradicate 

poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless 

of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of 

peoples to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world 
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The meeting ;with 

~e cretary Dulles wa 

, 1956. 

Our 
--. 

m~in topic of co versation was our people du e to 

the 

II 
August 24, 1955 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am planning to make a statement in New York on Friday 
at 5:30 p. m. dealing with the Israel Arab problem and suggesting 
possible bases for bringing about a genuine peace in the area. In 
this statement, I indicate that the President is prepared to recommend 
a substantial contribution to such a settlement, namely: 

1. Subscription to an international loan to enable Israel 
to discharge its obligation to the refugees which in turn 
will help them to get resettled; 

2. United States contribution to water projects which will 
develop more arable land which will aid in re settlement; 

3. Good offices, if desired, to as sist in making the frontier 
adjustments needed to convert the pre s ent armistice lines 
into permanent boundary lines; 

4. United States participation in an international treaty 
guarantee, preferably sponsored by the United Nations, 
of the resultant boundary lines. 

I feel that if this program were carried through, there would be 
no great difficulty in settling the remaining problems such as the 
question of transit through the Suez Canal, and determining the status 
of Jerusalem. 

Probably the principal obstacle in the way of solution is the 
boundary matter, where the Egyptians seek a substantial part of the 
Negeb so as to have common boundaries with Jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
but where the Israelis also want continuous access to the port of Aqaba. 
I feel, however, that these conflicting claims can be reconciled, and 
indeed that some reconciliation is in the lon g run inevitable. This 
statement comes out of very long and careful thought given the matter 



--

But apart from its own merits, the very announcement of such con­
templated action on the part of our government would help to convince 
the Arabs that they have nothing to gain in persisting in their present 
attitude and that it would be more advantageous to all concerned to 
accept those benefits which would flow from negotiated agreements on 
all outstanding issues. 

I am very eager to be helpful in urging reasonableness and a spirit 
of give-and-take on the part of those who may be influenced by my voice 
in Israel. Of one thing, however, I am quite certain - - prior to nego­
tiations, Israel will not make concessions with respect to the unresolved 
issues. 

I will watch with keen interest the r8il.Ction of the Arab governments to your 
statement. 

With warmest regards, and hoping that you will have a pleasant and 
restful vacation, of which I am sure you stand greatly in need, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
II 

As if in reply to Secretary Dulles' friendly proposals to bring 

about peace, the Egyptian government, on September 27, 1955, obtained 

~O'MA4-, ~ ~ ~.._, . ~ 
huge shipments o ~rms from Czechoslovakia of such magn1ture to create ,~ ~ 

a dangerous imbalance in the Near East ~seriously threatening the security 

I fo--L 
of Israel. There were, of course, aeristtS repercussionsf.in Israel and in 

the Jewish world. On November 9, President Eisenhower appealed to the 

Soviet Union to stop the arms race in the Middle East and declared that the 

United States would co sider the request for arms which were needed for 

legitimate self-defense. On November 16th, Israel formally applied to 



Letter sent to Presid 
The White House 

Washington, . by_jzhak Ben-Zvi, President of the 
~ tate of Israel. 

- ~o.t.._z_ 
~ 

Dear Mr. President, ----
I thank you for the warm personal greetings which you sent 

me through our good friend Dr. Silver on the occasion of the 

Passover Festival and on the eve of the eighth anniversary of the 

establishment of our State. I am deeply grateful for this expression 

of your friendship for Israel and your kind words of appreciation 

of its progress and development. The people who dwell in Zion and 

the whole Ho use of Israel will always remember your historic role 

as Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe during 

the Second World War and the inspired efforts you made in succouring 

the surviving remnants of the Jewish people. We trust that the deep 

human sympathy you then evinced for a suffering people will stand 

us 1n good stead in our present difficult position. 

I am writing you this letter at a grave moment in the life 

of our young State. It came into being as a result of an effort of 

economic, social and spiritual reconstruction which goes back three 

generations. Its emergence received the S.Ipport of an overwhelming 

majority of the United Nations, who were resolved that the Jewish 

people should be given the security of a free national life in the 

ancient land of their fathers and not again be exposed to the dangers 
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The position of our government on the Sinai-Suez action was 

wrong-headed in the extreme as subsequent developments showed. It 

alienated its strongest Western allies, England and Fra ce, and weakened 

their position and influence in the Arab v.orld without improving its own. 

Far from preventing the Sov~t Union from becoming an influential factor 

in the Middle East, it actually enabled it to become a serious competitive 

power in a part of the world where it had heretofore exercised little 

influence. And it contributed nothing toward the pacification of that area 

or its stability. 

But it was of utmost importance to make sure that Israel would 

not be made the scape-goat in this internal crisis which had suddenly flared 

~~ up, an ,_.dangerously divided the free nations of the Western world. 

The long and involved story of what followed the presentation 

of thhssue by the American government to the General Assembly on November 

first, need not be~~ Israel was not covetous of the territory 

which it had conquered in the Sinai Peninsula but was determined to make 

sure that in the future its right of transit through the Suez Canal ~be 

safeguarded, ~obstructed transit from the port of Elath through the 

Gulf of Aqaba and that Egypt would be forbidden to maintain Jtdtveen bases I 

~ 
in Sinai. l:M compliance with the United Nations resolutiozt"to withdraw all 

forces hep.ind the armistice line of 1949 was, therefore, slow and contingent 

6JJ-
upon obtaining the above assurances which were notlorthcoming. 



TT 
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In 1956, my book, "W12_yre Judaism Diffe_rr__d~ was published. It w1s 
~~ ~ Qv, ~ ~ ~ k/ ~ J vafM'J~ ~ J ,_...--111 

an inquiry into the distinctiveness of Judais "I\ well received and ,._,.__, 

in a s hort time six printings of it were issued. A Hebrew translation of the 

book appeared in Israel in 1961. 

It, 

In 1961, my book, "Moses and the Origi~z-1 .. Tyah", was pub¼fohed. 
9+~~/ ~Oc, ~ Al-jv.fAI Pi.~ f'l~,~J~ 

too, was issued by the Macmillan Company. The subject of this study 
(\ 

was the original Torah of Mo~s to which the prophets of later times £re-

quently referred, where it is to be found, and how it farErl in pre-exilic times 

among the two peoples of Northern Israel and Southern Judah. Because of its 

radical approach, it aroused considerable controversy, both in traditional 

circles and among students of Higher Biblical criticism. 

of political office ~~ttTI'ct'S and 

---, I found more ·me for b nd study, and I was grateful 

fo 

In the Fall of 1957, the struggle over the de segregation of our schools, 

which had been ordered by the Supreme Court of the United States in 1955, 

rea.chErl one of its deplorable climaxes in the Little Rock episode when 

Governor Faubus of the State of Arkansas called out the National Guard to 
~ 

bar the admission of ~Negro students from entering Central High School. 

There were to be other such forceful resistances to the Court decision later 

..., 
on by the Governor of the Stat(!; of Mississippi and Alabama, leading to 

" violence and bloodshed. 
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In my response I said in part: 

"I have attended many memorable gatherings in my life, some of 

them arranged in my honor, but the remembirance of this evening which is 

attended by so many friends, from America and Israel, graced by the presence 

of rao many eminent men in public life, by His Excellency, the Ambassador 

of the United States, by the former Prime Minister of Israel, who has given . 
\,AA(>N..._.»,, .... ..-r-7 

his name to an heroic age 1ch will forever be known as the Age of David Ben-

Gurion, by the Chairman of the Jewish Agency, members of the Kenesset and 

the heads of so many cultural and educational institutions in Israel, will 

remain with me for as long as I live. 

I am dreply honored that presiding on this occasion is Dr. Emanuel 

Neumann, the friend of my youth, who worked side by side with me through 

the years, giving our Movement superb leadership, guidance and the wealth of 

his heart and mind. 

I find that I have so much to be grateful for as I look back over the 

years. I have received gifts richer than I deserve. Providfnce favored me 
\,(.'"' 

with wonderful pafents to whom a book was even more precious than a loaf 
CV\ 

of bread, whose quiet courage, piety, and idealism were both sun and shield 

to me throughout my days. Later in life, I was again the recipient of the blessing 

of a be~~ed wife, children and granchildren,a.a I was privileged to live in a 

free and gracious land. 

enau.gh and, l:iefo1 e yo V ntyt 
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in its plenitude it is still unfilfilled. The State of Israel is today a great 

and glorious fact. It will be even greater and more glorious tomorrow. 

But greater than the State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater 

than the people of Israel is the immortal vision and hope which sustained 

our people through the long centuries, which made of it a covenanted people, 

pledged to the ideal of Malchut Shamayim , the establishment of the 

Kingdom of God on eartl . 

Zionism, as the pledge of affirmative Jewish living in the spirit of our 

deathless prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the 

Diaspora, to work together for the coming of tre next great age, the distant, 

the ultimate age, the Messianic Age, when justice/~ peace and ,freedom will 

a... 
be established on earth, when "tach man will live under his vine and under 

his fig tree with none to make him afraid". 

The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the irama 

of the people of Israel. Our people is moving on, the !t,:rk of the (ovenant 

is moving on, in greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the 

broad highways of the world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the End of jays, 

w 
prefigured by our seers, "When they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all ~y 

holy mountain, and the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as 

the waters cover the sea.". 
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And so at seventy, dear frients, my days of apprenticeship are about over. 
\; l n 

At seventy, the emotional chemistry of a man is such that his boiling-point 
'\l 

is somewhat higher and his freezing-point somewhat lower. Otherwise, he 

need not lose his zest for the glorious adventure of life, or cease to be the 

willing captive of an imperishable dream, even though he now knows that 

you cannot take heaven by storm. 

At the e d of each of the twenty-four books af o:ir holy Bible, one word 'c.! .. 
is printed in large type -( 'Be strong!" That, you will agree with me, is 

excellent advice for any man as he concludes one volume and turns to the .. , 

next one in his book of life. 

The very first thing hat the good Lord 

to become the founder of our faith, and the a 

"Keep on going". Ab aham wa.s seventy year 

« 
"Move on to the la d which I will show you 

o Abraham, who was destined 

stor of our race, was: 

when he received that 

should go - - simply, 

I suppose that th· is a good command to fo low at any stage of one 1 s life. 

to keep on going, confid nt that the true way will be shown 

by Him who i the light of the world. An this, my :riends is exactly what 

\ 
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of mankind. We, their descendants, must be among the first IPioJ_,. in 

the battle for this spiritual vision of human life. We must inspire our rtt 
pe&f'-1-e with the mighty accents of their historic faith to join with all men 

of good will in the courageous attack upon all that disfigures life today 

and keeps man from his divine patrimony - - upon poverty, upon the 

economic insecurity of the masses, upon corruption and social privilege, 

upon the war machine and chauvinism, upon race arrogance and exploitation. 

Translated into concrete/ terms, it means replenishing the spiritual 

and religious reservoirs of Jewish life - - the synagogue, the religious school, 

the academies, the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship. For years 

now the Jewish communites of the world, other than those, of co rse, which 

were destroyed or ravaged by war and persecuti on , had to give priority to 

wetks ~ relief, physical rescue and the reconstruction of the State of Israel. 

Much of this work will have to continue into an unpredictable future. Certainly 

there still remains the urgent and compelling need for taking care of the 

hundreds of thousands of refugees who are seeking~omet~A lilFe:el. 
• 

But even while this work is going on, and certainly as the urgency 

and pressure of that work diminishes, as we hope it will with the years, 

~CIG!teOq~l,l' our energies and o r resources shoul~b~into the per­
/' 

manent and positive spiritual and cultural institutions and enterprises of 

Judaism. We must \,begin to think again in terms of the total picture of 

Jewish life. &Q1;n ~8gI!ll'kieaHiy- a:nd hiS"to1iaaU,-.. Millions of Jews will live 
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in Israel in the days to come; millions more will live outside of Israel. 

It is the religion of Judaism which will united trem, not any political bonds. 

~-Uv.~~ 
Judaism kept our people inside and outside of Palestine together as one 

religiou: fellowship ;,. tJ.Q j!la..t although they were politically ... ~­

For the sake of.._ Jews ~",..._"7 =--! for the enrichment of their ctillillR' 

lives, aM for their effective contribution to the progress of the countries 

in which they are citizens, and for hastening the day of the Kin •::r om, it is 

imperative that we begi.'n to pour again our creative thinking, our substance 

and o r energies into the institutions of Jewish religious life. 

he :r-r.e n1illa,Ci• J ws of the Un ted States o{it to themselves, to 

their chil ren and to this gr at and belov d country of which they are proud 

and loyal c1: izens to make Ju aism as bea iful, meaningful and dynamic 

as possible i the total life of America~ll.emo@1 ■■y. 
~ 
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With the establishment of the State and the fulfillm nt of the Zionist 

ideal, the question soon arose as to the future of the Zionist Emergency 

Council. Should it disband? Should the whole Zionist Movement wind up? 
? •• n ~ . 

/ , c,j I • ,• , ;, LI~ 

And what sh·al,J; be the relationship between the Jews of A ·r erica and the State 
A ~ 

of Israel? 

To thi s lrl.st question I addressed myoolf when I spoke before the Fiftieth 

Biennial Assembly of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations held in 

Boston, November 14-17, 1948. 

"If history is any guide, the Jews of today who will continue to lhe in 

other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude towards the State of 

Israel as their forefathers did. Theirs will be a most sympathetic relationship 
. . 

towards that land. They will materially help;to absorb as many Jews as will 

wish to go there or may have to go there. They will help to build up its 

cultural, scientific, and spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life 

_.,.:;--: 

so that it may become a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the 

eyes of the world will be on the land of Israel to see what Jews, as a people, 

can accomplish on their own. 

Israel will come to be again the non-political center of world Jewry. 

Pilgrims will go there as of old -- and not merely the pious. There will be a 

free flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and take. 

Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining influence in Jewish 
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It need not duplicate their activities, but it can stimulate, guide and coordinate 

them. It took us many hard years of struggl to esaablish the ascendance of 

our ideas in the Jewish communites of this country. Let us not lose it now by 
,, 

default. 

Not all Zionists agreed with this point of view. Foremost among those 

who adopted an opposite view-point was Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. He 

felt that now that the State was established, there was no longer any need for a 

strong Zionist Movement. The Zionist Movement was the necessary scaffolding 

for the building of the State. Now that the State was built, the scaffolding was no 

longer needed. A Zionist is one who settles in Israel. All others may be friends 

of Israel but should not regard themselves as Zionists. This position, he 

maintained consistently and vocally through the ye a rs and in the capacity of 

' ,N\ 

Prime Minister of the State, did much, quite unintentionally I bzt' sure, to under­
/ 

mine the World Zionist Movement. After a time, his own party refused to 

go along with him on the position which he took. 
(Quote Re solution) 

When Mr. Ben-Gurion visited the United States in April, 1951, to launch 

the campaign for Bonds for Israel, he studiously avoided reference to Zionism 

and the Zionist Movement and on the eve of his d~parture, he addressed a 

Zionist meeting in New York in which he told the Zionists that they cannot 

speak for American Jewry as a whole, that t he re are non-Zionists who do not want 

the Zionist Movement to stand 11 as a wall between them and Israel", and that 

the Zionists should confine themselves in their work to edu at· n nd Aliyah. 
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a.. Thus, there existed,-t-he-r--efors., sharp divergence# in our points-of-view 

about the future role of the Zionist Movement. But there were also other 

more down-to-earth party considerations which led to ~rp conflicts between 

Mr. Ben-Gurion and me. 

Ben Gurion' s party, the Mapai, wanted to control the government and 

determine its future political and economic policies, as indeed it has done 

ever S1.nce the establishment of the State. The Mapai' s economic platform was 

socialistic, although not radical or inflexible. Through the years it has known 

how to make the necessary adjustments to conditions as they arose and it has 

invited and stimulated private investments and enterprises in the country. 

But from the beginning it looked upon the party of the General Zionists 

in Israel as a most serious rival and competitor. The General Zionists' party 

' 
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The General Party in Israel was a merger of two groups, one slightly 

to the left of the other, which agreed to unite in 1946. 

I was a General Zionist and because of the prominence of the position 

which I occupied, I came to be regarded as an asset to the General Zionist 

Party in Israel, and correspondingly a threat to the political position of the 

~ 
Mapai. Had the Z. O. A. membership largely baan laborite instead of 

t-
pcrcdoniln:rt~ "liberal centrist" , all the difficulties and~}w ~which were 

to follow would not have arisen. 

Not long after the State was established, elections were held for a national 

j• H 
assembly (The \.\ and as the date set for the election, January 

25, 1949, approached, electioneering began in earnest and rapidly gained 

in intensity. The General Zionists in Israel quite naturzlly pointed to the 

political achievanents of their friends in the United States. The Mapai, quite 

as naturally, found it necessary to disparage them ... And so politics bedeviled 

our relationship _,and Ben-Gurion1as the official leader of the Mapai
1 

and 1,as the 

unofficial leader of General Zionism in Arreri ca thus drifted into discord and 

misunderstandings. Politically, ' in theory and method, we were not far apart. 

We v.ere both known as maximalists, activists, and -- stubborn. I admired the 

,r../ .~ ~ 

very dymanic and courageous leadership which • -,...._gave our Movement during 

the critical years of the founding of the state. In the hour of decision he 

remained firm. He did not waver in his convictions and he did not under-rate 

the determination of the Yishuv to fight for its national redemption. But he was 
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recriminations began to abate in 1952, when the General Zionists joined the 

government coalition in Israel, and especially after the election of President 

Eisenhower in the fall of 1952. This removed from the arsenal of criticism 

the argument which had frequently been employed against me that I was 

persona n~ grata at the White House .... 

~... UA/,1,.~ ~ 
In the ~~yZ of the politically oriented"Zionists, a leader's position 

depended on whether he was persona grata at the White House. When President 

Truman was elected in 1948, my stock slumped. When Dwight Eisenhower was 

elected President in 1952, my stock rose again. Actually, my Zionist achieve-

mmts under the Eisenhower administration, such as they were, were far less 

substantial than under the Truman administration, though personally my 

contacts with the Eisenhower administration were far more frequent and pleasant. 

Important national policies and decisions are simply not arrived at the 

"personality" way .... Furthermore, the attitude of the State Department under 

John Foster Dulles continued to be quite as uncertain toward Israel as it had 

been urrler Hull, Stettinius, Byrnes or ~1l 

definitely following a policy of Arab appeasement. 

I sensed the cooling off towards me on the part of the friends of the Mapai 

in the United States -- the Poale Zion - - as early as 1946, when elections for 

the World Zionist Congress of that year were held. The Paole Zion had backed 

me up solidly right along and its spokesmen had praised and defended me. But 

., . - .. ... 
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There existed in the United States a core of opposition to the leadership 

of Dr. Neumann and to myself, ever since I took over~a~~~~e$.lur 

political work in the United States in 1943. In an earlier chapter I referred 

to this opposition in connection with the episode of the Palestine Resolutions 

in the Congress of the United States. When this opposition was defeated, it 

did not disappmr. It simmered through the years, arrl now, as a result of 

the action which~~ at the General Council in Jerusalem, it gathered 

itself -- as the Committee for Progressive Z,_ionism -- for another attack. 

This time the attack was aimed directly at the administration of Dr. Neumann, 

but indirectly against me. 

The General Zionist Party in Israel had, early in 1948, split. A group 

which called itself "Progressive" seceded from the General Zionist Party and • 

set itself up as an independent Party. From that moment on, those who did 

not follow this group of secessionists were branded as reactionaries. One 

needed a microscope to distinguish the precise differences between the 

"Progressive" Party and the General Zionist Party. A few years later, they 

were to unite again into one rarty and their competing 83ubtle ideologies were 

forgotten. 

~~G.-1~ 
During my visit to Israel in 1948, I £;;,h~P8e- this split in the ranks of 

the General Zionists and called on the Progressives to return. At that time I 

did not support one group as against the other, and urged their re-unification. 

My advice was not taken. In the 1949 national elections, they presented two 

separate lists. When a coalition government was formed following the elections, 

the Progressives entered the coalition, the General Zionists did not. 
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It was none of the business of the Jewish Agency to designate the chairman 

of the campaigq. of the U. J. A. This was the function of the United Palestine 

Appeal. These three then proceeded to cable Jerusalem urging a special 

session of the entire Executive in New Yort4City. The above three~ 
~~ 

W6D.L without authorization and without notifying the Chairman, to Mr. ,._ 

Morgmthau and requested him to resume the chairmanship of the campaign 

for the coming year. 

The Jerusalem Executive of the Jewish Agency came to the United 

States and after lengthy discussions, a compromise resolution was worked 

out under which there would be tlnree directors, one representing the 

Joint Distribution Committee, another the United Palestine Appeal and 

a third who would be designated by Mr. Morgenthau. This woold have made 

Mr. Montor one of the three directors. As a prior condition to his re­

employment, however, he would be required _to sign a letter of retraction of 

the charges which he had made and would refrain in the future from any and 

all controversial political activity related to Zionist funds and to any Zionist 

organization. The Committee of Contri!utors would discontinue all -J; 

activities and would dissolve immediately. 

Mr. Morgenthau rejected the Agency's compromise proposal and 

dananded that Mr. Montor be given sole authority to run the United Jewish 

Appeal. The (Executive then asked me to see Mr. Morgenthau personally 

in Florida in an effort to get him to agree to the compromise which had 

been worked out by the Executive. Mr. Morgenthau could not see me. Where­

upon the Executive of the Agency reversed itself and yielded to Mr. Morgenthau' s . . 
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The Zionist Congress, which met in August, 1951, was a dishevelled 

and untidy affair. It had been repeatedly postponed. It was the first time 

that Congress met since the establishment of the State. One might have 

expected an exalted mood of achievement to dominate it and that it would 

devote itself to outlining a program of action for the future of the Movement. 

InstEB.d of which, the bitter inter-party strife which had attended the elections 

for the Constitumt Assembly (Knesset) in Israel in 1950, were reflected 

in the Congress where the largest single delegation was from Israel. Like­

wise, the sharp friction which had developed during the preceding three 

years between the Mapai group in Israel and the Zionist Organization of 

America was also in evidence. The Mizrachi and the General Zionists of 

Israel had at first refrained from voting for delegates to the Congress alto­

gether, because of irregularities in the electoral list. 

The acrid general debate with which the Congress opened soon reflected 

the party cleavages and the claS'lof personalities. The General Zionists, 

who were greatly out-numbered because of the vc:tes which had been allotted 

to them, and the. strong Mapai-Hadassah and Poale Zion ali91ment became 

the target of attack, especially the Zionist Organization of America - -

and more e specially, myself. 

Golda Meyerson (now Mair), speaking for the Mapai, delivered an 

especially vitriolic attack upon me -- which was so bad that even the labor 

paper, "Davar", apologized for it. 



Instead of planning the future activities of the Movement, the Congress 

became badly entangled in an ideological squabble over what came to be 

known as "the Jerusalem Program". The Israeli delegates, led by the Mapai, 

insisted that a rigid formula be accepted by the Movement to the. effect that 

Zionism means the personal commitment of every Zionist to settle in Israel 

the Ben Gurion formula. (Quote). 

This immediately was challenged by the delegates from America. They 

resisted the attempt to foist such a formula on the Movement. !,myself, took 

took violent exception to it. (Quote). 

Of course, we all agreeci that there was no need for immigration 

especially from the Western countries - - but to make this obligatory on every 

Zionist was to announce to the world that Zionists evexywhere are not in­

tegrated citizens of their countries, that Israel is summoning them to renounce 

their citizenship. 

I left before the Congress was over. It was the last Congress that I 

attended. 

The political tussles and rivalries within the Movement were now too 

much for me. The State was now established and I could not see the purpose 

of continually wrangling with Zionists. I could find more helpful ways of 

serving the new state. 

Thereafter, I declined every elective office in the Movement. My 

intereEt in the Z. O. A., of course, never flagged. I attended its conventions 

and whmever consulted, I gave the organization whatever counsel I could. 



General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
President's House 
Columbia University 
New York, New York 

My dear General: 

'' ,. 
1A ·~·· 
~ ir--

October 14, 1952 

It is with keen interest that I have followed your campaign throughout 
the nation and your forthright discussion of the issues which confront the 
American people. 

I was at the Republican Convention in Chicago, and was greatly pleased, 
because of my close association with the cause, at the inclusion in the Party 
platform of a clause on the State of Israel, which reads 

"The Republican Party has consistently advocated a 
national home for the Jewish people since a Republican 
Congress declared its support of that objective thirty years 
ago. In providing a sanctuary for Jewish people rendered 
homeless by persecution, the State of Israel appeals to our 
deepest humanitarian instincts. We shall continue our friendly 
interest in this constructive and inspiring undertaking. We shall 
put our influence at the service of peace between Israel and the 
Arab states and we shall cooperate to bring economic and social 
stability to that area. " 

I do not recall that you have had an occasion during your campaign fully 
to define in public your personal views on this subject which is so vital to 
the peace and progress of the Middle East and to the defense of our free world. 
I know that many of your friends and admirers would be eager and grateful 
for such a statement. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

Signed/ Abba Hillel Silver 
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"The statements on Israel which have been issued by both candidates 

for the Presidm.cy of the United States served to strengthen the conviction 

that the friendship between America and Israel will become even closer 

and stronger in the months and years to come. Our country's support for 

Israel has always been bi-partisan in character and the declarations which 

were made during the past week by General Eisenhower and Governor 

Stevm.son have provided a striking evidence that this bi-partisan policy will 

be continued in the future. There is clearly no difference of opinion between 

the Rq,ublican and Democratic Parties on the question of friendship and 

assistance for Israel. " 

General Eisenhower was elected President. On November 18th, he 

wrote me a letter in which he said: "I deepl1 appreciate your fine support 

during the recm.t campaign and I look forward to seeing you again soon. " 

Governor Dewey wrote: "You made a wonderful contribution to this tremen -

dous result and I know it must give you the deepest personal gratification. " 

John Foster Dulles wrote on November 26th: ''You have always been a good 

friend who has stood by me in hours of trouble. 11 

On December 11th I received a letter from Senator ,Stiles Bridges 
I. 

stating that the President-elect, Dwight D. Eisenhov.er, has requested 
' ~· 




