
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series VII: Personal Miscellaneous, 1908-1989, undated. 
Sub-series A: Biographical, 1908-1981. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         211           79            7 
 
 

Autobiography/memoirs, Book 4, 1963?. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 1 - pp 

ln January, 1951, Ambassador Eban ask d me to come down to Washingt n. 

If' laid b fore me the matter of a"grant-in-aid" by the American gov rnm nt nnd AoHC'ltod 

my h ,tp in conn cUon with the introduction of a bill in Congress. I saw S mator 

Taft in his office. I discussed with him American grant-in-aid for Israel. He said 

that he would be very happyt to help, that he would be prepared to sponsor such a 

bill on a non-partisan basis. A week later I received a letter from Ambassador 

Eban in which h stated: "I was greatly heartened to h ar the outcome of your visit 

h .ro lnAt w <'k. T nm C'onvfnC'Nl fhnt thl,. hnA t11lu n tHl n V( ry long ,.trlct forwnrd 

and I ask you to accept this expression of warmest appreciation." 

Early in F hruary, I r ceivcd tho first draft of th ! hill nnrl I Rugg Rlul 

c•t1rl111n ehnnw A tn Jt,. ·nu Rooonc) ch·nfl wnR th,,n ulnnHh cl to mo. On F(1l>runry 

28th I spok with S 'nntor Toft by long distance. He informed me that he was meeting 

the next day with Senator Douglas to agree on the final wording. In June, Ambassador 

Eban t lephoned me again requesting that I come to Washington again in connection 

wllh Uw Grant- in-aid Bill • . I did. He roquostcd mo to see Senator Taft that morning. 

Th S nator indicat d that he would continue to press for his resolution as an 

authorization r solution when the President's Omnibus Bill for military and civilian 

aid came up before the Foreign Relations Committee. 

Israel received granf-ln-atd from the United States--fourteen million dollars 
( 

in 1951, eighty-four million dollars In 1962 and varying amounts thereafter until • 



• 

In O tob r, 1953, a crisis dev 1 pcd on th Is ra li-Syri n bord r. 

It n erned the building of a supplementary canal, one mile long, to div rt 

wat r frorn th Upper Jordan River in ord r to build a small hydro-el tric 

plant at B'noth Ja'<!...sov. The Upper Jordan is situafJ:l entirely in Israel 

territory. The proposed canal involved some work in the demilitarized zone 

b tw en th two countri s, on land whi h also b lon~s to !Rracl. The Syrians 

ulJJ •t l •d n lhc g:round that under th terms of th armistic agr cmenl 

sign d with Isra 1 in 1849; no alteration was to be permitt din th demili-

t., ,. L1. 1• rl 1,ut1t• wht l'h would provicl n ,nil Hu ry ntaf.( to ith~r sld . Th . 

I 

yr1ans laim d that the erection by lsra 1 of a dam, which could r gulate 

th, flow of the Jordan, would give Israel a clear military advantage. This 

bj tion had been over-ruled in 1951 by the head of the United Nations 

I r. el-Syrian Mix d Armistice Commission. The work of building continued. 

Lat in S ptember, 1952, the United Nations Security Council requested that 

th work be suspend d to prevent any furtre r outbreaks of violence. Th 

h d of the Mix d Armistice Commission, General B nnike, labeled th 

construction as a breach of the armistic and insisted that Israel should 

susp nd op r tions until the Israeli and the Syrians could agree. The Israeli 

agr d to suspend oi:e rations while the Security Council studied the matter. 

Wh reupon the United States government announced that it would 

susp nd all grant-in-aid to Israel until the canal issue was settled, on the 

ground that continued operation would be disruptive of the United Nations and 
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an ncouragement to violate its orders. Economic sanctions were applied to 

israel which had not yet been ordered by the United Nations--whil such sanctions 

hnd for R vornl years not b on upplh'<.1 by the Unllcd Stnt s in tl1 nA of Egypt 

or any other Arab st.ate which had time and again defied tlie Security Council. 

,Jewish representatives call d on S er tary Dull R and expreARcd the 

f llngs of the American Jewish community on the withholding of economic aid to 

I s ra I. I tel phoned Secretary Dulles several times about the matter. On 

October 25th I telegraphed Mr. Dulles and expressed the hope that he would do all 

flwl ho ('<>Ulcl to ~orr ct tJ,o unfortunnto JmproARlon whl h hncl hoc n 'rnah'<1 by Uu 

announcement of the withholding of financial aid which, in my judgment, was a 

ml Atake Crom every point of vlow. 

On Monday ov nfnf(, 0 tob r 2fH.h, fJ r tr ry Dull( ff h h phonc1<l tn ft·<>tn 

WnRhlngt.on. Ile said thnt ho hnd ho n misunderstood nt an onrlier prose conforonce; 

that he would like to discuss the entire matter with me and invited me to lunch 

with him at th State Departm nt on October 28th. 

At this lun h on we discussed th issue of the grant-in-aid and all the 

oth T issues which were up before the Security Council relative to Israel. I 

went into the matter in great detail--the hydro-electric plant, the matter of Kibya, 

the attitude of the State Department generally towards Israel since the new 

administration came Into office and the importance of closer cooperation and a 

friendlier attitude. 



. 
Dulles reiterated his profound interest in thew 11 being of Israel, 

&a.J~ 
and was critical of the Arabt who failed to assist th ir own p opl in r fusing 

to us th millions which they were receiving from oil royalties. 

At the clos of our conv rsation, he called in the newspap r r porters 

• nd t ld them that he was grateful to me for having assisted materially in 

hrl11 dnR ,thout th . r utnpti n of h ~rant-in-, id to !Ar 1. 

Pr sident Eisenhower on that day announced the resumption of 

Am ·rican nomic aid to lsr, 1 nd a f who r lat r, S er tary Dulles 

at.tlt •d th,,t tw .nty-aix million d lL rs in fin, n i, 1 assist, n cw,., r .a.dy t<,> MO 

f rw rd for the first six months of the fiscal year that began last July first. 

Isra 1 had responded to the request of the Security Council that the work on 

the project be suspended pending a United Nations examination of the question .... 
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In 1955, things w re moving on the borders of Israel towards a 

mpl t break-down of the armistice agreements. Border flare-ups 

w re frequent and fedayeen -- suicide squads, trained in Egypt -- were 

r iding Israeli towns and villages. 

On Augu!t 26, 1955, Secretary Dulles issued a comprehensive 

stnton1f'nt in whi h h<' propott d mon.11ur<'11 for bringinM A.bout a M nuine 

pm.ce in the Middle East. Two days before, I received the following letter 

from him: 
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Au1:.,1Ust 24, 19G5 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am planning to make a statem nt in New York on Friday at 5:30 p. m. 
dealing with the Israel Arab problem and suggesting possible bases for bringing 
about a genuine p~ace in the area. In this stat m nt, I indicat that the President 
ts prepared to re omm nd a substantial contrfhution to AU h a s ttlemcnt, namely: 

I. Subscription to an international loan to enable Israel to discharge 
its obligation to tho refugees which in turn will help them to got 
res tiled; 

2. United States contribution to water projects which will develop more 
arable land which will aid in resettlement; 

3. C.iOoll offi •os, if doalre<l, to n slat in making th frontier adjuatmunts 
n eded to convert th present armistice lines into permanent boundary 
lines; 

,1. tJnfl,1(1 Rlul< R p11dl lpnllon (u nn lnfc 1·n1 ti, nnl tr nfy gunr'nnt< <, 
pr< f( rnhly HJwnnor<'tl hy Uu Un1t<'<I Nnflr nn, of the rt ,mltnnt 

boundary Un s. 

1 fo ,1 U1at If U1iH l rogram w re carrl 1d U1rough, ilicre would be no groat 
difficulty in settling th r maining problems such as th qu stion of transit 
1hr u ~h th Su z Canal, and determining the status of Jerusalem. 

Probably the principal obstacl in the way of solution is the boundary matter, 
wh "r(' th Egyptians a <'k ct substn.ntlal pnrt of th N gob so ns to hav common 
be undaries with Jordan and Saudi Arabia, but where the Israelis also want continuous 
a c s to the port of Aqaba. I feel, however, that these conflicting claims can 
be r conciled, and indeed that some reconciliation is in the long run inevitable. 
This mtement comes out of very long and careful thought given the matter. 
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by th ~ Pr ident, myself and my associates, in the course of which we have 
al o onsidered very carefully the views of Israel, as ably presented by their 
Aml assador here and also in Israel. I greatly hope that this move will op n th 
way to th g niuno ponce in the nr n, which I know lRrnel wants nnd which I 
know is also the desire of the United States. 

Knowing of your groat fntorost In this mnttor, I run lotting you know 
n bit In advnnce this background to our thinking and I hope that what we are doing 
will commend itself to you. 

With beet wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Isl John Foster Dulles 

P.8. If, nR I nntl lpnt , you gt thfR lcttor prfor to my mnklng my Atnt m nt, 
plnn"ft kOOJ> It,. oontont11 oonfl<lontlnl. 

/ I JPD 

To this letter I replied on September 2, 1955: 



The m!Xt day !wrote the fol owing r-to-Beeictary Dtlllcs: 

II 
S pt m b r 2, 1 9 5 5 

My dee r Mr. Dull s: 

I saw y ur kind letter of August twenty-fourth addressed to me upon 

rny return to Cleveland from Europe this morning. I had previously' 

r ad your stat m nt in the public press. I am very happy indeed that 

y u issu d that statement. It not only makes cl ar the deep and con­

tinu d inter st of our goverment in helping to hr ak the deadlo k which 

h · H pcrRiAt d ov<'r a period of yours in lsr. 1-Ar, b relations and in 

1.L ing th' t<•n ion which hav unfortun,1.t ly ag in thi w k ruptcd in 

most s rious border incidents, but it also irrlicates that the American 

v rnm nt is prepared to make positive contributions toward reaching 

, l .· C'ttlC'1n nt. 

I .1111 q1ilf1 · 111rt• tli1t1 whc n 1t fln :tlly M' 1H ti, 1 111 11 \IHI tlH twn nldc,,. Hit 

clown lo n ·gotiat ', the gov •rntn •nt of lsrcte l ill be pr •p,11· •<l tu dla ·ueff 

11 th n1att •rs of outst. nding is \H' t which your At. t m nt rcfC'rr d. 

nut h 1· • 'R tho rub f Th r •pr s •nt, tiv • f th Aral gov rnmcntR have 

onsist ntly refused to sit down and engage in such negotiations because 

th y und rstand that by so doing they are tacitly acknowledging the 

p litical exist nee and sover i nty of th State of Israel. This, as you 

w 11 know, 1s th very thing which they are unwilling to acknowledge, 

and thi R is th rux of the whol matt r. 

U1 til th y are prepared to acknowledg this fact, they must under one 

use or nother postpone the day of a peace conference and maintain 

long c s th y an the present status of no pea e-no war on th bord rs 

f lsra ·l. 

I kn w of only one politi al a tion which would finally brin th Arab st tes 

t their senses - - a 1 ar stat mcnt on th p, rt of our gov rnm nt th t 

unl ss peac negotiations are undertaken forthwith, the American government 

will pr e d to conclude a mutual security pact with Isr 1. 

----4.Juch a pact is on its own merits logical, as an instrument lity for 

str ngthening Am rican interests in the N ar E st. It should therefore not 

be made conditional on the willingness of Arab states to conclude simult neous 

d f nse arrang ments with our country.If 1it is the policy of the United States 

to seek defense arrangements in the Middle East and if, as a spokesman of 

th State Departm nt declared a while ago, a ~efense pact with Israel would 

be "highly logical", then there is really no valid reason for delaying such 

an arrangement. 
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But apart from its own m rits, th very announcement of su h contemplated 
action on th part of our governrn nt would help to convinc th Arabs that they 

hav notl1inJ; to gain in p rRIAting In thdr pr AC'nt nttitud nnrl t11at if would bo mor 
ndvantag ous to all cone rn d to ac cpt thoR hen fits which would flow from 
ncbroUatud agreements on all outstanding f sues. 

I am very eager to be helpful in urging reasonableness and a spirit of give-and-take 
on th P pnrt of those who may bo infiuoncod by my voice ht Isrnol. Of one thing, 
how 'vor, I um quite cortatn--prlor to nogotlntione, Isrnol will not mnko concessions 
with respect to the unresolved issues. 

I will watch with keen interest the reaction of the Arab governments to your 
stat ment. 

With warm st regards, and hoping that you will have a pl asnnt and restful 
vacation, of which I am sure you stand greatly in need, I remain 

Most cordially you rs, 

ADDA HILLEL SILVI!.H 

As if in reply to Secretary Dulles' friendly proposals to bring about peace, 

th Egyptian governm nt, on September 27, 1955, obtained huge shipments of arms 

plan s, bombers and submarines from Cz hoslovakia of such magnitude as to create 

a danger us imbalance in the Near East, seriously threatening the security of Israel. 

There were, of course, repercussions to this in Israel and in the Jewish world. 

On Novemb r 9, President Eisenhower appealed to the Soviet Union to stop the arms 

raco in the Middle East and declared that the United States would consider the 

r qu st for arms which were needed for legltimam self-defense. On November 16th, 

Israel formally applied to 
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the Unit d States for arms to protect itself against the n w thr at whi h 

the shipm nt of arms from the Soviet bloc to Egypt er at d. 

On Nov mbcr 15th, a mass m cting was h ld in Madison Squar 

G rden, sponsored by tre major Jewish nrganizations of the United States, 

to prot st the communist arms shipments to Egypt. 

J H •nt , t 1 ~r, m to Pr eid nt Eis nh w r: 

"My dear President: 

Prior to the rally 

"I hav b en profoundly disturb cl by th • re nt events in the Near 

I·•, t which h; vt aro\1 t c1 cit <'J> a.ppr<'lwl\n on in I r:t<~l arrl atnonJ.( p a<.·t•-1 vlng 

p1 •11plc· c•vc,rywlu l0 C', f i\Hl fo I dd1·• AR OIi ov ""I(' t' t,th n, llll\ rnlly :d 

M, dis n Square Gard n in N w York City 'n which many civic, religious 

nd labor organizations will participate to xpr s s their vital concern over 

th ' situation. I know that they would welcome a word from you as coming 

not only from the Chief Executive of our beloved country, but as the formal 

spokesman of international justice, freedom and peace in the world today. 

P rsonally, I would greatly appreciate such ai. message. 

'With warmest regards and with all good wishes for your complete 

recovery and well being. 
Abba Hillel Silver " 

.. 



. .,. 

To which Th Pr sident replied: 

11 I am glad to comply with your r quest to send a 
message to the meeting whi h you ar addr . ssing 
this evening, as I know of your gre t on crn bout 
the recent developments in the N ar East whi h 
disturb all of us. A threat to pea e in the Near East 
is a threat to world p cc. As I said the other d y, 
while we continue willin to consider requests for 
arms needed for legitimate self-defense, we do not 
int nd to ontribute to n arms ompetition in the 
N<'ar Eafllt. W' will continu to h< J..(Hicl< cl by tho 
poli i ·s of the Tripartite Declaration of M y l5, 1950. 
We believe this policy best promotes the interest and 
security of the peopl s of the area. 

"W< b •liove th tru an<l laHtin~ H c·urlty in th ar a 
ll n, R t h I , A cl \I JH>n n J \I t i n cl r A on . t I> 1 lt I I n Jl t. 
It seems to me that curr nt problems are c, pable 
of resolution by poa ful moans. Th re i no r ason 
why a settlement of th se problems cannot be found, 
and when realized I would be prepared to recommend 
that the United States join in formal treaty engagements 
to prev nt or thwart any effort by either side to alter 
by for th boundaries upon which Israel and its 
imnlodi, to n lghbor agr 

"The need for a peaceful settlement becomes daily more 
imperative. The United States will play its full part in 
working towards such a settlemert and will support firmly 
the United Nations in its efforts to prevent violence 
in the area. By firm friendship towards Israel and all 
other nations in the Near East we shall continue to 
contribute to the peace of the world. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower " 
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At the Madison Square Garden Meeting, I stated: 

"In n wny what has hnpp ncd in rccont w ks -- th<' oponfng of tho 

Eastern Mediterranean to Soviet penetration -- is the result of our Government's 

mistaken Middle Eastern policy. We warned against it time and again but 

our objections were written of as coming from special pleaders. We did not 

see things, we were told, from the American point of view. 

"But quite definitely we saw It from tho American point of view, and 

the people who were responsible fur the handling of the Near East interests of 

our 1ovornmcrit ln th State Department hnve boen proven wrong olcn.r 



• 
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down the l inC'. F;gypt' invitcltion to th Sovi<'t to provlcl it with arms. which 

. 
involve ultimately techniciams and communist propaganda, is the very 

s al and testament of their blundering policy. 

"When our Government set out to arm the Near East as a bulwark against 

Sovi tism, without first assuring itself that such w apons would not be 

used to precipitate war among the countries in the Near East - - without fir Et 

r aki.ng sure that they would not be used against Israel -- without insisting 

that Israel should be included in any military pact for the defense of that 

r gion of whi h it la a vital part, ott r Stat D .partm nt blund r .d and th 

of unr 111t whl ht cl y pr v, lle in th t pnrt f Uu worl<l, ancl tlu , 

g n ral detcrior'- tion of the itu tion th r , is the m asur of that blund r 

"Our Government could have pressed for peac and for the lifting of 

the blo ·kade ,against Israel when Egypt courted our support in her efforts 

to free th Su z C n 1 Zone from British troops. It was a logical thing to 

have asked for, as part of a general pacification of that region but our 

State Department refused to do it. It gave Egypt its full measure of support 

un onditionally. 

"When Iraq was being armed it was part of statesmanship to arm also 

I r 1 s as not to rcate a military imb lance in that part of the world, 

knowing full well that it was only the relative s trength of Israel that was 

discouraging the Arabs' governments from carrying out their avowed in­

te.ntions of attacking Israel. That, too, was not done. Our Government 
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pr c cdcd to encourage regional defense p eta in the Middle E, st with the 

understanding that Israel need not be included in such pacts. 

t \ 
The same blindness which formerly afflicted the Mandatory Power in 

its dealings with the Arabs and the J ws of P 1 stine has now come to afflict 

the people in the State Department who deal directly with the Middle East. 

W o the Arabs - - by -pass lRra<'l - - , nd you will ,ulv tho Middle Enat from 

Soviet penetration t The very opposite of course is happening. 
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" Will a new policy now emerge? Secretary Dulles' commendable 

d laration of August 26 points in th dire tion of a new poli y. Unfortunately, 

the proferred American help is made contingent upon a prior agreement 

b two n the Arabs and the Israelis. But the Arab governments have con-

istently refused to sit down and engage in any negotiations with the rcpre-

tH ntativc11 of th St t of l111ra 1. Unl 8 masl!llv di.plomnti . pr 1111ur ar 

brought to bear upon the Arabs to enter such negotiations, Mr. Dulles' 

d Aire t b h lpful will be frustr t d. 

"(Rr.\ l ,nu t inlmC'c1ln1oly 1 h lpn cl to htdlcl up It,. rnllJfary 1t1·, nuth 

in tm face of the mounting armaments of th ·Arab world and th ir in­

reasing threats. Our country, which helped in the establishment of Israel 

and was the first to give it formal recognition, should make it possible 

f r lsr 1 to a quire the d f naiv arms which it needs. The great powers 

who ar interest din preserving peace should forthwith agree upon such 

measur s as will deter any aggression aimed at altering the Israeli-Arab 

frontiers by force. 

"We must reassure the people of Israel that we are going to stand 

by them, that they will not lack in arms. " 
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I plann d visit to Israel in March, 1956. In vi w of th t ns 

situation, I thought that a letter which I would bring from President Eisenhower to 

th President of lsra l would be roassurlng. Accordingly, I requested such a 

letter from the President. Hts letter to President Itzhak Ben-Zvi reads: 

March 15, 1956 

"My <1 nr Mr. n 'n Zvi: 

"Through my friend, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, who ls about to 
visit Israel, I hould like to take the opportunity to convey my personal 
g-r ~ •tlnr~R on th o aRion of th c lC'hrn.tion of PnsRover. y ur hiAtoric 
f< uflvnJ, nncl on fh<' ovc• of the• lghth nnntvnrRnry of Uw ORtnhlfRhm( nt of 

UH· Htal, of 1Hrnt•I. 
"I have followed with admiration the progress and developm nt 

of your ountry. Th American p opl wf Ah your young stnto p nc nnrl 

p1·0111u t'lly. 
"Ptrmft mt to1tR ur you th1ttU1 An1 rlcu.n Oovornmcnt, carnosUy 

and in th frl ndli At of spirit, ts exploring ov cy v nuo to bring about 
a satisfactory, peac ful solution of the probl rn which confronts Israel and 
UR nolghborA, 

''We shall n.11 need patience, mutual confidence and guod-will to 
help us along the way. 

Sincerely, 

/ s/ Dwight D. Eisenhower" 

I presented it to President Ben-Zvl in his modest cabin at S<Xlom 

on the Dead Sea where he was spending the Passover holidays with the men 

in the potash works. 

Prior to my return to the States, President Ben- Zvl gave me a letter 

to President Eisenhower: 
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D ar Mr. Presid nt, 

I thank you for the warm personal greetings which you sent me through 

our good frl 'n<l Dr. Sllv r on tho o caslon of 010 Pnss v r F,,su vnl nnd on tho 

eve of th eighth anniversary of th establishment of our State. I am deeply 

grateful for this expression of your friendship for Israel and your kind words of 

appreciation of its progress and development.. The people who dwell in Zion and 

the whol House of Israel will always remember your historic role as Supreme 

Commrmd r of th AHim For<'OR fn Europo du ring th,, Re <'Onci World Wnr nnd the 

inspired efforts you made in succouring the surviving remnants of the Jewish 

people. W trus t that the de p human sympathy you then evinced for a suffering 

people will Aland UA in good Atond In our pr R<'nl dHfl '1Jlt ))0A1Uon. 
I , 

' 
I nm wrUtng you this I tt r at a grave mom nt in th life of our young State. 

It crone into being as a result of an effort of economic, social and spiritual 

reconstruction which goes back three generations. Its emergence received the 

support of an overwhelming majority of tho United Nations, who were resolved 

that the Jewish people should be given the securicy of a free national life in the 

ancient land of their fathers and not again be exposed to the dangers 
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and t rm nts exemplified by tho annihilation of six million J ws in 

the last war. During these eight years Israel has provided new homes 

and the prospect of a secure and creative life to nearly 800,000 immigrants 

the bulk of the survivors of the Nazi persecution and nearly 400,000 Jews 

from the Moslem countries of the Middle East. A new democratic 

f'lvilt~. Hon hr1111 RprnnJl up in thi~ nndf'nt lnnd, whi h holdR ont a meRRap;e 

f hop t our brethren in the lands of perse ution and provid s a 

ignifi ant pre dent for the reclamation of the derelict areas of the 

M ldcll(! J•:a Rt. 

This gr at effort is now threaten d by hostile n igttbours, whose 

vowed aim is Israel's annihilation. Having failed to achieve their aim 

eight years ago by a war of aggression, they have since pursued it by 

incesaant guerilla warfare, by economi boycott, by the closing of the 

uez Canal to our shipping, and by a violent campaign of threats and 

incitement. Egypt has recently acquired a position of overwhelming 

superiority in jet fighters, tanks and other modern weapons over Israel 

by the arms purchase agre m nt it has concluded with Czechoslovakia 

and has, in addition, built up powerful alliances, with unified military 

ommands, with other Arab States, which are directed against Israel. 

Their declared aim is that of the wicked enemy quoted by the Psalmist: 
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" Jorn and let us cut them off from b ing c nation; th, t th n, mo of 

I rael may be no more in remembrance" (Psalms 83: 5). Th pre Rent 

dictator of Egypt calls Israel "an artificial State which must dis ppe r". 

Quite recently he declared that he was looking forward to the Egyptian 

Army meeting the Syrian Army on Israel's ruins. King Saud of Arabia 

stated that "the only way which the Arab States must go is to pull up 

la rael by her roots 11 , and asked "why should we n()t sacrifi e ton million 

out of fifty million Arabs so that we may live in greatness and honour?" 

" Aral> l cl 1': ft r noth r h, • vole cl "lrnll r thr It" 
11 to l'll7',G th 

Stat of Israel fr m tho map". "Now that have got rid of Jordan atte r 

the dismiss 1 of G neral Glubb, "our next step will be to conquer the 

re st of Palestine". 

These words are not mpty threats. Hardly a day passes without 

som act of aggr ssion by Egyptian forces across th Israel frontier. 

The villagers in the border land have to stand night after night on guard 

over their homes and dear ones against treacherous attacks from across 

the border. Moreover, of late, the Egyptian Governrre nt has overtly 

started large-a --ale preparations for war against Israel. The bulk of their 

military forces has been stationed along its southern frontier, equipped 

with large quantities of the offensive weapons recently received from 

Eastern Europe. As against this threat Israel finds itself grievously 



h,t ndic pp d by its 1 k of ea s ntial arms. Th w ak ning f its 

d fensive position, which is becoming every day more evident to 

our enemies, has become a most powerful incentive to their 

aggressive policies. 

In this position of unprecedented gravity I would address to 

you, Mr. President, a most urgent appeal that we be enabled 

speedily to obtain such arms and equipment as will permit us to defend 

ourselves and as will act as a deterrent against enemy attack. The 

tl111 actor i11 h r of do iRlv ilrnpor1anl'o. It i11 race ngninHt months, 

p r Hsibly weeks. The ever more aggr ssive lan uage of our enemies 

clearly indicates that as soon as they have absorbed their newly acquired 

military equipment and trained their soldiers in its use, the blow will 

fall. It is the respon.sibility of the fr e world, and primarily of the 

United Stat e of Am rica, to redress th pr sent hi~hly perilous 

imbalan e of armed strength in the Middle East so as to avert the 

ggres ion threatening Israel. 

I was very happy to learn that your health has improved and 

that ;you are now fortunately able again to devote your energies to 

th pr motion of the peace of the world nd the cause of international 

ooperation, which has lifted the h rts of all people I!. On behalf of the 

p ople of Israel I would ask you to accept my very best wishes for yb.1r 

health and well-being. 
I remain, Mr. President, 
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Upon my return, I sent the letter to President Eiscnh w r who was 

vacationing in Augusta, Georgia, I received the following reply: 

"D~ar R bbi Silv r: 

Augusta Georgia 
April 12, 1956 

"Thank you v ry much for your kindn s s in transmitting to tn<! 

th long nd int r sting 1 tter from the President of Israel. 
I hav stidiErl it carefully, and I am requesting the Secretary 
of St, 1<' t <lo th f1, m , 

''Fr >n1 d!f t re nt ou ·c, I h~ v h : ·d >f your t•ffo ·t durJn~ 

your visit to I r 1 to onvince th gov rnmcnt and p opl there 
of th ontinu dint r st of the Unit d States in their welfare and 

s, urity. Since this is, of course, th fact, I think you have 
p formed a r al s rv1 e. 

"With r sp ct to a p rson 1 conf r nee, I belicv it would be best 
that you, wh<•n next you may b in W, shington, g t in touch with 
nly App inttn nt • · r t, ry, Mr. h: nl<'y, to s c wh th r we 
• uld not arrang a meeting conv ni nt to us both. Assuming 

th t you would want to t lk principally about information 
gathered on your recent trip, I would arrange to have the 
Secretary of State with us at the time. 

"With personal regard , 
Sincerely, 

Isl Dwight D. Eisenhower " 
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During my visit to Israel in 1956, I alAo ntt nd J th dcdl ntl m 

ceremoni s of Kfar Silver on March 29th. On that o casion th Dru e Sh ik 

who hnd ho«:'n pros nt at tho comer-aton laying in 1961, prC'R ntcd mo wl th hla 

abayah and cane and with his initialed watch as a token of friendship. Prime 

M lni Ator B n-Ourl n was pros nt, and actually st.nrtl xi m , and tll nudl n ·e 1 y 

addressing me as "the greatest American Zionist leader since Henrietta Szold" ••• 

The meeting with President Eisenhower, which I had roquostod took 

pin on April 26, 1956. Secretary Dullea was present. We spent about an hour 

togt'lher. Otlr main topic of conversation was tho apprehension of our people due 

to th menacing arms situation. 

111rou~hout OH, dlR ~ARlon I JH'OfH nh l n1y fll'RUmonlR for pormltUng 

I 

Isru ,1 to pur hnso a • rtnln amount of dofonstvo wonpons--to restore the military 

balance--to act as a deterrent to present aggression--and to encourage the other 

Western power to do likewise. 

The arguments made by Dulles and the President hinged around tho 

on central thought of 1h irs--that the United States is interested in bringing about 

a p rm.anent peace settlement in that part of the world and that the 
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sending of arms to Israel at this time might jeopardize their major obje tives. 

I told them that their efforts ~ uld be facilitated if Israel were stronger 

r th r th, n weak r. 

In the course of the conversation the President indicated that the 

sale of arms to Israel was not foreclosed and Dulles stated that he felt 

confid nt of p rsuading the Western powers, with whom he was going to 

m in P ris next week, to sell Israel the necessary arms., The United 

Stat s was willing to have Western pow rs, particularly France, divert 

a.rrnH which thC'y had manufa tur d und r h Uni d SL tee Milit, ry Aid 

Frogr m, to Iara 1. He had talk d with Mr. Pearson of Canada and will 

talk with him again. The preservation of the State of Israel is one of the 

major objectives of American foreign policy and America will not tolerate 

an aggressor. The President said that the subject is giving him daily concern 

and is uppermost in his mind. 



-

I told th m that Israel was prep r d to discuss all issu s with th 

Arabs at a conference table and is prepared, in a spirit of give and take, 

to mak every reasonable concession for a permanent peace settlemeht. 

This was not true of the Arabs, who have refused to sit down with Israel 

for fear that that would imply a recognition of the State. 

Th pr Rid nt was not awar that lera 1 h;:id ~iv n its onR nt to the 

.Jord, n Vall y Autho Hy whll th Ar lH1 h d r (u111 d n p lltlc, l #{ro11rHlfll, 

Dull a stat d that thiR was th fact. 

Dull II R tn t d th , t frorn IA r, 11 our • h hnd b n inf rn1ed that in 

th ' event of war Israel would win and that a nyhow ft-tntil a y ar from August 

th preponde ranee of military strength was with Israel. He used that as an 

argum nt against the sending of arms to Israel. I told them that even if 

v1 tory w re had in such a war the cities of Israel would be in shamble a 

b aus of th h avy bombers which Egypt has obtained from the Soviet bloc. 

The Pr sident agreed. 

Mr. Dulles raised the question of Zionist pressures which gave me ._. ~ 

opportunity to expose the smoke-screen. Zionist pressure was really the 

pressure of the entire American Jewish Community with the exception of an 

insignificant number. It was also the pressure of American public opinion 

generally, as reflected in the American press and this kirid of pressure is a 

legitimate expression of Americc11 public opinion and should not be resented. 
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O shoud rath r guard himself against r {raining from doin th t which 

1R right out of fear of being charged as h ving yi ld d to pr s sur • 

At the close of the interview Mr. Dulles told the Presid nt that 

during the S natorial Campaign in N w York Stat , when he, Dulles, was 

being unfairly attacked as anti-Jewish, etc., it was Rabbi Silver who 

came publicly to his defense. The President said that Rabbi Silver always 

peaks out of sincere conviction. 
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Th next day I wrote the following lett r to Se er ta ry Dulles: 

II April 27, 1956 

My <l ar Mr. Dull •a: 

I was very happy th t you wer able to sit in at our me ting with the 

Pr sident ye st rd y morning and I am grateful for the opportunity which 

w had to x hang vi ws. I m pat"ti ularly appr ciativ of the very 

w rm nd omplimcntary things which you said about me to the President 

t the conclusion of our conference. 

J .iH v, ry d,,. 1 ply l1nprt tH d by tlit t l' 1\t1HI .xpr, HHtonH on tlu JWl'f of 

1'11 • Pr, • tld1 •11f ,111cl yn11rfl<'1f c·on c rning 1lw prnA rvatton 1nd tht pl'otc ,· tlon 

of the St. t of Isra ·l nd your c nstant Harts to bring about a perman nt 

p a. e s ttlement. On this score there was n ver any doubt in my mind 

no r in th mind 8 of r Ap naihl lC', d0r R h r ~ >r in !Rra 1. 

In he o 1rse of ur conversation 1 b ame aware of your deep onccrn 

1th thP "pr s s ur s" to whi h you have b e n s ubje tcd. In a d 'mocracy, 

rny d .u· Mr. Dulles, u h pr R 1r un a v idablo -- t tim H d Hirablc 

• ,in ind x of public opinion. It is th a ccepted way that any group which 

f ls ke e nly a bout a subject close to its heart has of giving expression to 

its vi ws nd of d f nding its interests -- whether it be a farm group, a 

l.1bor gr >up, - busin ss group, or an oil group. Men in responsible 

g v 'rnrn ·nt positi ns nnot s .. pc these pressures which at times become 

'. • s · t v(' .incl virul -nt, but th y pro d to do what they believ to be just 

,ind wi ~ without rC'L lion to th tn. On must how v r b on gu , rd , in t 

r ·frainin[ fr m n indi atcd a tion on the possibility that su h tion might 

b int rpreted by some people as yielding to pressure. This ·is a ne alive and 

fa t. l f rm of pressure. 

Thus, if the Israeli request for the sale of defense arms by th United States 

i s j stifi d, di t t d by the military imb lan whi h develop d as a result 

f the m s sive S vi t arms a quired by Egypt, then that request 13hould be 

r nt d r g rdless of the pressur s, at times unrestrained, which have been 

br ught to bear upon you by those who f el very keenly th t th thing should 

b done. 

I was happy to learn that you will take up the matter of arms for Israel in 

Paris. I sincerely hope that you will succeed. You would be sure of success 

if the United States would, at the meeting, indicate its readiness to make its 
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own c ntributi n to re, son, bl progr, m. Upon r O ti n I b li v 
th ,t t y u will agr with m th, t th I ng-t rtTI obj ctiv R whi h y u, nd 
the President have in mind for establishing peace in the N ar East would 
be made ea'sier and not harder of attainment if Nasser and his Arab allies 
w re confronted by a stronger rather th n a weaker Israel. 

' 
With warmest regards and all good wishes I remain , 

Most cordially yours , 

J\nnA HILLEL SILVER 
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Th situ tion on th borders of Isr el ontinu d t tl tcriorat . 

As a result of a series of provocations, th armed for s of Isra .1 invad d 

the Sinai ninsula on October 29, 1956. The next day, Great Britain nd 

Fran e issued an ultimatum calling on Israel and Egypt to withdraw all 

troops from an area ten miles on each side of the Suez Canal and to accept 

Anglo-Fr, 11 ch <H up tion of I y p int8 n thl ', n l ln ord r to prot ct it. 

iz d th u z C, nal in July. 

I raC'l a~r d to tho An~lo - Fr n<.h i mfl. E~ypt rcj ct cl thE'm. 

Wh r upon F rn n .,, nncl Engl nd hf' , n to n tt. ·k , Uit; ry ta fl-( tfl in l•,~ypt 

On O tob r 30, 1956, I r eiv d a all from Sh rman Adams, 

A sistant to th President, in which h r quested that I telephone Prime 

Mini ter Ben-Gurion in Jerusalem and suggest to him, now that the objectives 

f th, Israel Government to 1 an out the F daye n n l't in th Sin i P ninsula 

h • I b en c ompli shod, - - the ls racl fore h d advan d to within a f w 

mil s of the Suez Canal in one hurrl red hours - - that he should announce the 

withdrawal of the Israeli troops to their borders. He W.hat that would be 

m ve in the direction of peace and would strengthen the friendship between 

the Unit d Stat a and Is racl. 

The President was to broadcast an address to the American peopl 

th next v ning, and the content of his address, as far as it concerned Israel, 

would d p nd upon the reaction of the Government of Israel to his request. 
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Following my conversation with Mr. Sherman Adams, I cont t d 

A111~, e · <l r Eban in Washington and r port cl to him th r qu t wh!d h: <l 

h n m;id tom . ll appr v cl of Mr. Ad me' Rtt~g Rtion that I Rh uld ~ct 

in tuu h with Prln Mini t r g 'n-Guri n. 

I spoke with Mr. B n-Gurion over the telephone on the morning of 

0 t ber 31st. I r port d to him my conversation with Sherman Adams. Mr. 

n,•n - Gurlon e , id th; th ·ould n t talk {r ly with m on tht, t l<'phon in, Rmu h 

nH lli .,wrny wu ll Ht 1 nlng in, but th th wuu!<l e nd n, n <.Od< J t · , bl r •ply 

throHgh the !Ar .H Emb Ray. 

Jn th 11f1t,rno< n, An haAR, cl r T•,b n r , d 1n th . J'c•ply of Mr. B .n-

Gurion, whi h I at n tran mitt d to th Whit House. Prim Mini t r 

Ben-Gurion MMi indicated in his statement that he was ready to propos to his 

government the withdrawal of Israeli forces if Nasser would sign a cl ar 

und rtaking to abst, in from hostil acts against Israel, including undcrt kings 

for liquidating th Fcday en, abolishing the blockade in th Gulf of A~~~ 
in the Suez Canal and abstaining from military alliances directed against Israel. 

Shortly before the President's address to the nation, I spoke with 

Mr. Ad ms. H felt that there were good things in the reply which had be n 

r ived from Mr. Ben-Gurion and that as a result, the Presid nt's m age 

in th evening would be of a character which would not be in any way sharp or 

critical of Israel. At seven o'clock, the President spoke to the American people 

nd his address was, in many ways, a satisfactory one. He said that 
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11 '6Je have considered it a basic matter of United States policy to support the 

n w etatc uf Iar 1. nd at the am tim , to strength n our bond both 

with ls rael and with the A rah countries. But unfo rtuna tel y, through 11 

the c y rs, passion in the area threat ned to pr vail ov r pea · ful purpose, 

and in one form or another, there has been almost continuous fighting. 

"This situ tion recently was aggravated by Egyptian poli y, in-

luding r -armament with Communist we pons. W f 1t this to he a mis-

~•lid, d policy on tht p; rt of th, Gov rntn nt of J•;~ypt. 'l'h tat of lern 1, 

t the same tim , f lt increased anxiety for its safety ... 

'' w ; t' f ll 11 y aw: r Or th ' R r ( V f lAra 1, of Britain and 

France. We know they have been subj tcd to grav and r peat d provo ations." 

11 then stated the position of the Am rican Gov rnment. "We do 

not cc pt the use of force as a wise or proper instrument for the settlement 

f intern tional disputes. The action taken can scare ly be reconciled with 

th µrin ipl s nd purposes of th Unit d Nations.'' Th re will, th refor , 

be no Unit d Stat s involvement in these present hostilities. It will be the 

dedicated purpo e of the American government to do all in its power to localize 

th fighting and to end the conflict. It is the intention of th Am rican govern-

If 
m nt to bring this -matter up b fore the United Nations General Assembly. 

Subsequently I learned from reliable sources that the President's 

radio br dcast was revised at the very last momefif in response to the 

we...~ 
messag ; transmitted from Prime Minister .f5en-Gurion. 
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Th position of our govcrnm nt on th Sinai-Su z a Uon wns wrong- h 'nded 

in th ' extreme as subs quent developm nts showed. It all natecl its strongest 

WeHf Prn nllf R, F.nglnnd nnd Frnn o, nnd w al« ned th Ir p<>Altlon nncl lnfluc•nco ln 

the Arab world without Improving its own. Far from preventing the Soviet Union 

from bo 'omJnv; lUl In lluonUnl fact>r ln U10 Mlddl Enat, 1t n •tunlly onahlt•d It to 1 ocomo 

a serious competitive power In a part of the world where it had heretofore exercised 

little influence. And it contributed nothing toward th pacification of that area or 

its stabilf ty. 

But It w1111 ofufmo11f lmportntwo to mulu HUt't lhnf IHt·n,1 would not hf mndo 

th cape-goat in this internal crisi 9 which had suddenly flared up, and which 

dnngc /rotiAly dlvfdod tho fr o nnUonn of th WoAt 'rn wort I. 

Th long and involved story of what foll wed the presentation of this issue 

by the Amer! an government to the Gen ral Assembly on November 1st, need 

not be reh arsed here. Israel was not covetous of the territory which it had 

conqu red in the Sinai Penninsula but was determined to make sure that in the future 

lts rtvht of transit through tho Suez Canal would be safeguard d, as well as unobstructed 

transit from the port of Elath through the Gulf of Aqaba, and that Egypt would be 

forbidden t maintain fedayeen bases in Sinai. Israel's compliance with the United 

Nati nals resolutions to withdraw all forces behind the armistice line of 1949 was, 

th ~ ref ore, slow and contingent upon obtaining th above assurances which were not 

all forthcoming. 
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A United Nations Emergency Force was r at d to supervise the 

<'~A, tion of hoAtilities and to tak over, A th . BritiAh, FrC'n h, nd lsra li 

withdrew th ir forces. 

By Janu ry 22, 1957, Isra l ·withdrew from all Egyptian territory 

°\,v... 

ex · 'Pt th G za strip and the Shar,, cl Sheikh area1 on the W stern shore 

of th Gulf of Aq~,11,, , 

On 'obru ry lO, 1957, Pre aid nt Eieenhow r wrot 

Prit Mini at r B n-Gurion in whi h h At at d: 

''I t' t r J>ri,n, 

l tt r t 

"I know Amb s dor Eb n is rep rting fully to you the views of the 

United States Government concerning the withdrawal by Israel behind the 

Armisti e lines in ac ordance with the pertinent resolutions of the United 

Nations. Th vi ws expressed to Amb . dor Eban by Secretary Dulles, as 

w 11 s th s l forth in our Aid Mem ):e o! February 11, are fully shared 

by me. These ar de signed to give our national assurances reenforc.np the 

uran es of he un·ted Nations with reference to the future of the Gul£ of 

Aq~; ba nd the ei- za strip. , It has be n our earnest endeavor, in supporting 

filly th United Nations in this matter, to explain our attitude and future 

poli ies regarding ertain future aspects of the problem. This we hoped would 

en ourag you to comply with the re solutions. 
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"A ting upon the request of your representatives, nd up n tho 

r quest ont ined in your letter of February 18 to Secretary Dulles, the 

United ' tato has supported tho postponomont of further General Assembly 

nsideration of measures to be taken to achieve implementation of its 

res lutions on withdraw 1. I understand now that the Assembly plans to 

on ider this matter again on February 21 and that further po stponement is 

pr ,,I, , bly in1prnctil'1ll,l . 'J'hn , in tho al> , n c of n lrnino<llnt nnd favor I ltt 

d ' ·i s ion by your Government, there can be no assurance that the next 

d<· dHi n A Roon t b t, k n hy th Unit cl N i< 1 fl will n t involve serious 

• m plic tion s. It ontinu t b my rn s t h ope that you will announce your 

intention immediately to comply with the withdrawal resolution and, in the 

words of the public statement which I authoriz d on February l 7, "rely upon 

the res luteness of ll fri nds of justi to bring about a state of affairs which 

will conform to the principles of justice and of international law and serve 

imparti lly th proper interests of all in the area". 

"I would gre tly deplore then cessity of the United States taking 

positions in th United Nations, and of the United Nations itself having to adopt 

mea ures, which might have f r-reaching effe c ts upon I~rael's relations 

thr ughout the world. Our position must, however, conform with the principles 

for which we have firmly stood in relation to these tragic events. I have been 

in touch with leaders of the Cong res e. I plan again to speak tonight to the 
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Amcri n p ople with respect to this matter by r dio and tel vision. I also 

f 1 th t t this tbno I should expr ss again to you the sine r hope th, t your 

,ovc rnment will a de to the wishes of th overwhelming majority of th 

m , rnb rs of tho Unit d Nations. 

"B lieve me, Mr. Prime Minister, that this message is sent in the 

8pirlt of tht tr, liti n 1 frl ndship b two 1 ur \1 n tr i A , - - { r i en I e hip 

whith w ~0 1tl0t11dy e k to pr erv nd dev 1 p. 

Slncer ly yourfl, 

Dwif,(ht D. I• .. is nh< we r II 

I had b 'll lnfoi-m d that tho Pr sid nt w uld bro. aat an addr a e on 

th Middle E st on the evening of February 20th. I knew of the message which 

the· Pr sident had sent to Ben-Gurion. I contacted Washington and transmitted 

to Sh rman Adams the hope that the President, in his address, would not 

r f r to "sanctions" against Israel and that the address '\AOuld not be of a nature 

th tit would shut doors. Word reached me later in the day from Sherman Adams 

nd • retary Dulles that the subject of 'hanctions" would not be mentioned and 

th t the spee h was intended to ke p the doors open. The President spoke that 

evening at nine o'clock. 
by 

The next day I was reguestm / the press to comment on the President's 

sppech. I said: 
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"Th re is tho temptation to an lyzo the Pr sidont's spe h in 

detail. Much was left unsaid which would have gre tly qualified his con-

c h1Ai ns. Th statement is in spots weak on the side of logic; ov rs trained 

in national self-righteousness and in sharp contrast to the much softer words 

whi h aro publicly dire ted to Arab Governments. But the Pr sident is 

e rneatly seeking a way out of a dangerous impasse -- the result of a long 

R ri A of diploma ti blunders in the N ar E, at f r whi ' h cur government 111 not 

en tlrely frco of rosponsibility. 

"The President acknov..i.edges Israel's le imate grievances and the 

ju tho f I raol' lCc im t fr llcV tion ti r u~h th S 1oz « n: l and th 

Gulf of Aqaba and for security ag inst Egypt' e attacks from the Ga7.a area. 

He ftrth r a knowledges that neither the United Nations nor the United States 

h s been vigorous enough in the p st to see that justice is done to Israel in 

nformity with international law. He pl dges that the United States will, in 

th ! u tu re , pr s s for great r fforts in the United Nations to se ure that . 

justice for Israel, and that the United States will vigorously seek it in 

association with like-minded nations. The President's address does not spell 

out these gr ter efforts which are contemplated. He urges upon Israel to put 

its trust in these earnest declarations of the American Government. 

"These declarations put our Government under the most binding moral 

obligations to see to it that Israel does not suffer in the future by reason of 

complia ce with complete withdrawal. President Eisenhower recognizes this 

fa t and clearly states it. 
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"The citizens of Itrrael have great confidence in the moral integrity 

and the good will of President Eisenhower, This will weigh heavily in the 

scale as their Government considers and makes its final decision on this 

lat st api;ea of the President of the United States." 

• - 01·-...... 
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Th problems of Israel wer -.. not th only on s which ah orbed my 

int r st. Th Am ri an sc no presented grave prohlcmR of itR wn. 

In the Fall of 1957, the struggle over the desegregation of our s hools, 

which had been ordered by the Supreme Court of the United States in 1955, reached 

on , of its deplorabl climaxes in the Little Rock episode wh n Governor Faubus 

of th State of Arkansas called out the National Guard to bar the admission of nine 

N 'gro students from entering Central High School. Thero wore to be other such 

for<·< rut I rlf Attmoes to th Court doolf ton lntor on by th Oovc 1-nor11 of th Btntofl 

of Miaeissippl and Alabama, leading to violence and bloodehod. 
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Presid nt Eis nhower was resolved to uphold the Fed ral Constitution 

very means at his command. When all efforts at persuasion fail d, 

, .... .hA.r.Q.:,J 

Pr sident ordered Federal troops into Little Rock and~ the 

Arkansas National Guard. 

On September 24th, the day that the President was to address the 

nation XJ 1, inin~ th r . e n f r th n ti n whi h he had tnkcn, I wir d him: 

"In this critical hour wh .n moasur s must b tak n by you t d C nd 

th laws of our country and the basic rights of our fellow-citizens, I join 

tht• prny~r,. f m n of Rood-will v rywh h, t God mny ~tdd" vou nncl 

str ngthm you. Because of your innat 1 v f p a nd the ~rave re -

sponsibiLities of your office, you have been long patient with those who are 

impati nt and hasten to lawlessness. Now your deep concern for the authority 

of law at home and the prestige of our country abroad~orced you to act, 

M,1y G d stablish the work of your hands. " 

To which he replied: 

"This is a mu h too delayed acknowledgment of your thoughtful message 

of September twenty-fourth, which I found on my desk here in Washington the 

night I returned to make the television talk to the country. I was, and am, 

most grat ful for your prayers in these continuing days of trouble and un-

c rtainty. 

, . . 

With warm regard, Sincerely, Dwight D. Eisenhower. 11 

' f 



As an Am r1can, a Jew and a Rabbi, I have been activ for many 

y a.rs in support of th struggle of the Negro in th United Stat s for quality 

b fore the law, for qual opportunity to earn a liv lihood, for unsegregated 

s hools, and for the same manner of resp t which is the due of ev ry 

itizen in a free society. 

My position has been that the task confronting us is not a simple one 

nnd th 11tr<'n~th of n on .. i1t qu, 1 t itR on,plc ,dty. It ifl9 not t•asy to make 

straight what h s be n crooked for so long and to make right a wrong which 

has b •n t ,lc•r, t d ! r e long, but I h, v b . n mindful f the admonition of 

our sag s that ours is not the duty to comp! t the task but neith r are we 

fr to d sist fr m it. 

This applies to individuals, to nations, to generations. 

But we must begin with ourselves. This is what I have stressed on all 
• 

occasions. It is vital, as a first st p, to outlaw by legislativ action public 

pr · ctices which are discriminatory. Whatever conditions can be r ach d 

and c rr t d by law, should b don . But there are vast ar as of hum n 

relationship which cannot be reached by law - - the inn r disposition and at­

titudes of men. Here is where the individual must challenge himself. We 

must thoroughly house-clean our own minds.and souls of racial prejudices 

and of attitudes which are unworthy of mature people. We must grow up to our 

full human stature. We must check on our own personal conduct before we 

point an accusing finger at our neighbor. 
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I always confronted my p ople with thi slmpl qu stl n: "II w do y u, 

y urselves, stand, for example, on the question of allowing a Negro family to 

s ttl in your neighborhood?" It is quite easy to love humanity in the abstract, 

but how about your next-door neighbor, who is not of your color or creed? When 

ymt talk of brotherhood, do you include everybody or only your own kind? 

How lncluRlvc arc you ln your human sympathies? How much of snobblahnoss nnd 

status-socking la 1 ft in your own mak -up? If you nro sincoro in your d votlon 

to human brotherhood, begin with yourselves'!' And then work with other men of 

v;tH d-wtll to mnk your votc·o h<\nrd fn tho cotm llA of your ommuntty nnd your 

go .rnm<.,'llt., You must spoak up nnd not be afra.ld. The greatest threat to the 

moral integrity of a man, espocially of a man in comfortable circumstan es, Is his 

unwillingnoss to tak' aides in a controvcrslnl 1 au • Why should he invite 

•rltlclsm? Why should ho not rather remain nt ease in Zion? But this ntU1ude of 

aution and complacency which is so common to men and to leaders of men is the 

bes ttlng in of our society, and in these revolutionary days ft is a dangerous 

attitude. 

I am not sure that the movement of passive resistance on the part of 

th Am ri an Negro to obtain his rights will succeed. Conditions in the United 

Stat s are not identical with those which prevailed ln ~•s India. But If it 

" 
fails and the struggle enters other and far less desirable phases, th fault will 

not be with the Negro, who will never again accept conditions as they are, but with 

the white man who stubbornly denied him these elementary human rights and with 

the white man who preferred to remain detached and uninvolved In the struggle. 



We owe it to oursol v s to abandon th e prejudic s b cause as long 

nR thry ar with us, we r0mnin civilized barbarians. We owe it to our foith 

because it summons us all to equality before God. We owe it to our gracious 

1. nd--a land of noble heritage and tradition, which, until recently, was the 

hope and pride of free men. We must not continue to defile its image in the sight 

of th<' mrld. America is our beloved home and we can make It a happy nnd beloved 

horn e for all our people. 

Those who oppoee freedom for all men ultimately forfeit their own. 



• 

On January 28, 1963, I was seventy. My T mple and th com-

munity of Clev larrl arranged for a beautiful lebration of the o casion. 

An impressive service was held in the Temple in the morning of January 20th, 

whi h was condu tcd by th Rabbis who had formerly b n asso iat d with me 

at th Temple, and was attended by quite a number of Rabbis whom I had 

confirmed at the Temple. My life-long friend, Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, 

d livered the address. In the evening, a Civic T stimonial Banquet was held 

, t th<' Cl<'v Jnnd-Sh<•r, ton Jlot 1, which wa , tt .nd d by "om two thou111, nd 

gu t , civi 1 dcrs, representatives of all faiths, men from all walks of 

life, . n.d numerous guests from out of town. 

i 
Anwny Cel brezze, Seer tary of Health, Education and Welfare, 

f rm ·rly Mayor of Cl •v land, brought a personal message from President 

John F. Kenn dy which he read to the gathering: 

"Please extend my best wishes to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver upon the 

occasion of his s ventieth birthday and his forty-fifth anniversary as spiTitual 

1 ader of Th T mple. 

"During these years he has serv d not only his congregation, but 

his ntire mmunity and the Nation. His advi e and counsel, his keen insight 

and his wisdom have been made freely available to all of us. It is a pleasure 

for me to join with the others assembled in honoring him for his outstanding 

service to the people d. Cleveland and to the Nation." 



Both my sons, Raphael and Daniel, greeted mf n that occasion and 

Mr s . Silv r, too, responded charmingly wh n a presentation was made to her. 

Dr. J seph J. Schwartz of New York d liv red the princip 1 address. 

In honor of the occasion, an attr ctive volume, "In Time of Harvest", , 

t which minent scholars from many parts of the world contributed articles 

of scholarly research, was issued. This "Festschrift" was edited by my son, 

n .rnlfll. 

The American Zionist Council paid m e an anniversary tribute on 

April l8, 1963, at a b autiful con rt in Lin ln C nt r in N w York City. 

It pr sent d me with the Louis D. Brand is Award in recognition of my 

"hi t ric se rvi to the Zionist Ideal and to the Rebirth of Israel''. 

In July of 1963, the Zionist Organization of America held its annual 

onvention in Israel. It was the first tim that the Z . 0. A., as a body, met 

in th Stat of Iara 1 which it helped to er ate, maintain, arrl defend. It was 

a moving and impressive occasion. The first plenary session was held in 

(. 

the Binyan ,r Ha-Ooma in Jerusalem in the I?resence of the President of the 

State of Israel, Cabinet members, and distinguish d leaders of the country. 

The mood which pervaded the huge gathering was that of a happy r -union. 

All frictbn and misunderstanding which had existed between the two great 

communiti s s emed to have been washed away. I presided at the meeting 

and spoke in the very hall where twelve years before, at the unhappy Zionist 

Congress of l 9Sl, 1 had been the targ t of such bitter attack. Time is, indeed, 

1"°'~ ~( .. 
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On Sunday <' V ning, July 14th, a T sUmoninl Dinn r was gi v 'n Jn 

my honor on the occasion of my seventi th birthday by the Zionist Organization 

of America in association with the World Confederation of Gen ral Zionists and 

tl1 Liberal Party of Israel at the Sheraton Tel-Aviv Hotel. 

David Ben-Chrion attended this function and spoke. His words coming 

from one with whom I had so often in the past crossed swords moved me deeply. He said: 

. 

. 



.... 

l 
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\\ The two great men that symbolized European Jewry in its two different 

tonne, that ot Wcet European Jewry and thnt of Eo.st European J wry, were 

Herzl and Weizmann~ Herzl was an assimilated Jew who was made a Zionist by 

the anti- mitic manifestations at the Dreyfus trin.l., and through his Zionism 

returned to Judaism. Weizmann was a Russian Jew, born and bred in the 

J wish tradition and heritage, who came to Zionism through that heritage 

and tradition and the Jewish education he received as a child in his 

father's home.••, 

What was the true, specific eo,1rce of Zionism in America? It was .... 
011 nri ty vi th the fnte of Jews in F.urop,:.. Al.mo t ell American Jews are 

.. -..~ ' 
d("f4 nded from European Jews, either from En te n or Western Europe. Buch 

wnn the 2',ioni m of th first g n rntion of immlgrnnte in America -- who 

still spoke Yiddish and to some extent kept up the ways of life and thought 

thnt they had brought w1 th them; such was Zionism omong the second and 

third gen r tions, who felt that they must help the European Jews who vanted 

a n tionru. home of their o n in the Land of their Fat be rs. &ch was the 

Zionism of that great Jew, Supreme Court Justice Louie Brandeis, or Ju11an 

Mack or Louis Lipsky, or Stephen Wise. 

Different from them all was the Zionism of my friend Abba Hillel Silver. 

Although be is every inch an .American, like Brandeis and Mack, Lipsky and 

Wi e, Silver drew bis Zioni6J1l from his Jewish traditions, bis deep knovledge 

of the sour es of Judaism and Jewish history. Abba Hillel Silver' e Zion1• 

Ae a unique combination ot t~ coursge and the love of freedom, equality and 

justice of the fathers of the United states, who laid the foundations of its 

constitution, and a profound identification with the anna.la of the Jewish 

.. 
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people throughout the generations from the days of our Fo.ther Abraham until 

our own time, with the historic, eternal, divine right of our people to the 

land of 1 ts fathers and with the age-old yearnings of the Jewish people tor 

national. and universal redemption, which have their source in Isrnel ' l!J 

Prophets. Abba Hillel Silver' a Zionism does not begin with the Basle 

Programme, the ~al.four Declaration or the United Nation's decision of 

November 29, 1947, but with the divine promise to our Father Abraham: "To 

thy seed I will give this Land." 

It is this Zionism that has made Abba Hillel Silver the greatest and 

most courageous Zionist fighter in .American Jewry. In his historic speech 

at the U.l'f. Assembly in May 1947, there was no plea for compassion on a 

suffering people that had undergone the Nazi holocaust but a demand for 1 

justice for a people robbed of its land, to whom that land belonged as of 

right. 

Thie was the iootivating force in his political fight for a Jewish 

Stnte. Not anti-Semitism, not distress, not aid for suffering Jews -- the 

sour ot Abba llillel Silver' a Zioniom wo.s the concioueneee and knowledge 

that the people of Israel and the Land of Israel have been interlinked 

without interruption throughout the generations. Apart from the pioneers 

of the last three generations, who built the land with their toil and shed 

their blood in its defence before and after the establishment of the State, 

then' was not a single Zionist in the Diaspora vbo bad such profound 

historic sense of a natural, heredit~, reciprocal bond between the people 

of Israel and the Land of Israel as Abba Hillel Silver. And although I 

have not always been -- and perhaps I em not even now -- in agreement on 

all questions with tb1a courageous Zionist fighter, I realize, as be toes, 



that tho Stat of Jsra l is th collective creation of th ntlro Jewish p oplo, 

not nly of tl1e p oplc now living, but of the Jewish people in all generations. And 

I assume 1hat Abba Hillel Silver rcallzos as I do that this rcation has not yet 

been completed, and that we still have a long road ahead, long and difficult, strewn 

wl th obstacles and danger before we can complete our work" ••• 

In my roeponeo, I thanked Mr. Bon-Cltrion for his gracious tribute. 

I also told the assembled guests 



that\ h d much to b gr t ful for as I look back ov r th y ars. I 

r eived gifts richer than I deserved. Providence favored me with loving 

p , rents to whom a book was even more pr cioua th.an a loaf of br ad, whose 

quiet courage, piety, and idealism were both sun and shield to me through­

out my days. Later in life, I was again the recipient of the bl asing of a 

beloved wife, children and grandchildren. I was privileged to live in a 

free and gra ioue 1 nd. 

I am grat ful that I lived in this century, checkered and perilous 

though the tim s have been, and on occasions so dreadful. I lived through 

· nomic d pr ssions and their attenda nt suff ring, wars, and our people'e 

martyrdom in two w rld wars. But they are have also witnessed the 

mergence of new hopes and visions for mankind and for our people, the 

re- birth of ls rael. 



• 

Llk ' n gold n U1r •ad, U1 Zionist ld al h~ s run through lh , paUorn of 

my life. From my early, formative y nrs, anct throughmtt my prof ARional career 

. 
of n 'arly half a century as a Rabbi, my life has been one with the Zionist Movement. 

I oe ~pi< cl m nny high offi • s. I nttondod lnnum rnblo conv '!ntlons, on f<'r ncoR 

an I ·ongross H. I ampalgncd in a hundrod cities and addressed a thousand 

gatJ1 'rings. I fought many battles and em rgcd often bloody but always unbowed. 

I was clobbered by many people who have honored me by their presence here this 

ov nlng- - nnd I lot horod U1 m In turn. Irrltutione nnd fruRtrntions tl1 ro wore 

pl nty. I have made many friends and some enemies in the course of my Zionist 

career. But never did the glory of the Zionist ideal fail to sustain me, never 

dfc1 Its glow fade from my h art. I was privileged to wi1nese with my own eyes 

lh<' consummatton of our people'a millentnl drenrn, and to Ahnr in the great 

drama of its realization--what richer guerdon can one ask for? 



---- .. 

l 

. And so at s v nty~ o :tr fri nrla, my days of apprenti ship nro nhout ov r. 

At s venty, th emotional ch mistry of a man is su h that his boiling-point i 

som !What high r and his freezing-point som what lower. Otheiwlse, h , n cd not 

lose his zest for th glorious adventure of life, or cease to be th will ·ng captive 

of an imperishable dream, even though he now knows that you cannot take heaven 

by Atorm. 

At the end of each of the twenty-four books of our holy Bible, on word ie 

printed in large type--" Oiazak"--"Be strong!" That, you will agree with me, 

l A xooll nt ndvi o for any man as he concludes one volume and turns to tho 
1., 

next in his book of life 



EPILOGUE 
- l -

Ever since the •establi hm nt of th State of Iara I, I h ve fr qu ntly 

been asked, "What should be th future relationship o etween the ,Jews f Am ri a 

and the State of Israel?" 

If history is any guide, the ,Jews of today who will continue to Ii ve in 

oth r lnnds will, by and large, maintain the sum attltudo towards th State of 

Iara •l as their forefathors did. TI1 Ira will be n most aympath tic rclntfonahip, 

t land. They will materially help it to absorb as many Jews as will 

wJAh to go th ro or mny hnv to go th ro. TI1oy will h lp to build up its ~lturnl, 

s ientifi , and spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life so that it may 

b came a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the eyes of the world 

wlll le on th land f Israel to see what Jews, a p pie, can accompURh on their 

own. 

lsra 1 will come again to be the non-political center of world Jewry. 

Pil~ims will go th re as of old--and not merely the pious. There will be a free 

flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and take. 

Israel will a rain come to exercise a unifying and sustaining influence in Jewish 

life everywhere. 

We shall remain one people, one historic community, as of old. But 

tJ1e Jews of Israel will be lsraoU citiz ms and th Jews of the United States will 

b itizens of the United States, and similarly with Jews in other lands. 1 

( They will owe undivided allegiance to their respect! ve countries and 

they will discharge loyally their full duties as citizens, as Jews have 

V 
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always don •. But they will retain a spcci. 1 attachm nt to th< land of Isra 1 which 

will in no way interf r with th ir duti s and obligations as itiz ns of th ir 

r sp cti ve coun tri s. 

It was Voltaire who once said that every cultured man should have two 

fatherlands--his own and France. In an even more profound sense, but cqunlly 

,, f , r "' ,., 
n n•polit.i al, ft may b applied t the Jew and Israel. Isra l will be the Sabbath 

in the life of our people when, according to a beautiful tradition, an additional 

soul ts vouchsafed unto man. 

Docs the re- stablishment of the State of Israel represent the 

consummation of Israel's hope? No. 
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The State of Israel is today a gr at and gloriou fact. But gr at r 

than the State of Isra 1 is the people of Israel, and great r than th p opl of 

Israel is tJ1 ' immortal vi ion nnd hopo which sustain d our p opl through tho 

long centuries, which made of it a covenanted p ople, pledged to the ideal of 

M alehut Shamayim, the establishment of th Kingdom of God on earth. 

The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the drama 

of Israel. Our people is moving on, the Ark of the Covenant is moving on, in 

wcnf r fr cdom now nnd in gront r confid n e nl ng tJ1 broad highwnyR of th , 

w rld, to Achrlt Hayamim to the end of days, prefigured by our seers, "When 

th y shall not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the earth shall be 

flJlro with the knowledge of God, ae the waters co r the sea.-. 



., 
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Th profound meaning of Jewish history Ii not in natlona.li m but 

in Judaism. The destiny of our people is linked with the progressive e tablishment 

of the good society on earth, in accordance with the ethical and spiritual principles 

of our pr ph tic religion. The Jewish community inside and outside of 1srael has 

todn.y, as in th past, th mandate and tho pri vilegc of carrying on thl work. 

Th establishment of the State of Israel has in no way diminish d this 

primary and continuing obligation of Jewish life. What has been tragically abnormal 

in ,Jewish xp rfcn through tho ccnturlcs--natl nal homolossn ss--hns now b ~en 

r tificd. Upon suror foundations the world Jewish community of tomorrow will 
,.,. •. 

b ahle to build a more affirmative religiour" rultural life, and perhaps recapture 
,< 

O'ft/fl 
its revolutionary religious I ad.a 

civilization. 

~ " 
..,jBPf,.. which twice in the past remolded 

I"' 

Th establishment of the State of Israel was an act of historic n cesslty 

for our people, but it does not represent the consummation of Jewish destiny. 

Uir destiny is linked up with the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

Olr ancient prophets preached this during the first and second commonwealths. Uir 

prophets of tomorrow will preach it during the third commonwealth. Olr people 

were the first in olden days to proclaim the unity of God and the unity 

I 
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of m~ nkind. We, th ir d scendants, mu ,· t b am ng th first in th battle for 

thf · Apiritual vision of human lif • W must inspir our youth with the mighty 

a nts of th ir historic faith so that they will join with all men of good will in the 

courageous attack upon all that disfigures life and k ps man from his divine patrimony-­

up< n pov rty, upon the economic insecurity of the mas es, upon corruption and 
,~ , 

so ial privilege, upon the war machin and chauvinism, upon rac.- arrogance and 

xploitation. 

Translated into oncrete term , it m ,ans r plonishing tJu, Rplrltunl and 

r •llf...rfous r 'rvolrs of Jewish lifo- -U1 synag m , th r lf (.,rtoua school, th 

n ·ademi 'B, th c nters of Jewish I arning and cholarship. For years now the 

,J rwf Rh ommuni U a of th world, oth r than th ' 
f cou rso, wht h w re destroyed 

Q... 

or rnvng l by war nnd p rsecutlon, had to gi v p ority to r lij, physl al rescue and 

tJ1 rec nstru tion of the State of Israel. Much of this work will have to continu 

' T\. into.an unprcdi table future. Certainly th r still remains the urgert and 

compelling n ed for taking car of the hundreds of thousands oi--lllf'f!'e~ who are 

s ' king new homes. 

Dul even while this work ls going on, and rtalnly as the urgency n.nrl 

pressure of that work diminish s, as we hope it will with the years, our energies 

nn<l our rosour' s Rhould lncronalngly b pout· l into U\ pcrmnncmt nm\ poAlltv 

spiritual and cultural institutions and enterprises of Judaism. We must begin to 

think again in terms of the total picture of Jewish life. Millions of Jews will live 
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In TRrael in th days to m ; millions mor will Ii v out Ide of Is rael. 

It i R th religion of Judaism which will unite th m, not any politi al bonds. 

Judaism in th past kept our people together as one religious fellowship al though 

th y wer politically disparate. For the sake of Jews verywh rc1ror the enri h­

m 'nt of th lr lives, for their effective contrlbutlon to tho progress of tho countries 

in which they are citizens, and for hastening the day of the Kingdom, it is 

imperative that we begin to pour again our creative thinking, our substance and 

our onori.,'1 R Jnto tho lnetltuUonB of Jowlsh r •Uglous Hf • 

·w--
For nonrly hnH n , n(ury I hnv worlud ns n Hnhhi wlU~ th Amortcnn 

Jewish Community. What do I think about the future of this great community, 

nnd of th tasks wht ch lie ahead.? 



• 
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"N n can foretell a pcopl ' future ••• n one an know whos \ hand 

wi11 drnw the thr acts of th future on the loom of tim or what th patt rn 

will be. Fifty years ago no one could have foreseen the practical dlsappcaran e 

of European Jewry. One hundred years ago no one could have foretold that in 

th u. s. there would arise the largest Jewish community in history. At best wo 

can project our hopes on the basis of our present lmowledge and draw reasonable 

inferences from perceptible trends. If one were to ask 



, ...-
to , dd t Qi;A mys l f l 

l.x) l \ 
• &n we tJ1lnk hop \fully of th , n •xt cntury ns J !WA, UH 

I 

Am ricans, as members of the human family--for th y are all inter-relate<},; 

¥i~V I b lii •ve that we ~ I believe that we have every right to do so, though wo 

cannot be dogmatic about it; for progress is n ith r guarant ed nor automatic; 

,-

nor IU\ w< lW)or th< fn t tl1nt Um< nncl ngnln UH• unfor< A( ('11 nncl unprt\(llc·tnhlo In 

history have upset nil man's careful calculation • 

~ believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we are moving 

towards an even great rage. I believ that our pres nt age is one of the greatest 

In humnn h1Atnry. W nr<• too TI( ar our ttm,,A pr< fH rly to npprnlAo thc,m. Ono 

r qui res di tanco in order to see great objects in th ir prop r perspective. We 

ours lves are too much involved in th turmoil and th c nfli ts of our day to see 

obj ctively th" amazing new pattern of life which i s m rging. 

~nny people are quick to describe our age as mo.toriallstic, as lacking 

in id alism, in aim and purpose, an age of br akdown and disintegration. •• 

I 
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~ ~hat wear witn ssing in our day, if w hav ey s not nly to things , 

but al o to see into th h --art of things, is not so ial disint gration, but a radical 

new r integration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of 

man, a change not free, of course, from dangers--for th re is no progress without 

dang r--but one of boundl ss and immeasurabl ' pot ntialiti s. 

;1 do not wish to overdraw the picture. I run not sugg sting that our age 

is approaching idyllic perfection, or that th mill nlum is Just around th orner. 

'Tho fmportnnt thing to ccmAfnf'r lR not whf'thPr wo nr on thn vo of th 

mlll( •ntun1, hut whc,th r th mnjor tr<'ndR of our ng nr In th<• <llrC' •tlon of tl\ 

hoped- for good soci ty, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty 

and illiter cy and to raise the standard of livin (?: of people, regardless of race 

or c >lor or crooo? Is it trying to satisfy the I gltlm nte aspirations of peoples 

to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world 



f r p ac and for international cooperation? I believe that ·n all the-a 

majo tr nds, our age has given w lcom vid nee of great d termination 

, nd onsid r ble progr ss. It is moving purpos fully in the right dire tion 

th aboliti n of war, the reduction of pov rty, and th limin tion of r, i, 1 

in qu lity. Th s re the thr major tr nds of our century, and they are 

th maJor tr nds both in the East and the West, in the Communist as w 11 

as in th . non- ommuniAt w rld. Wh, t iR t , ring thC'R worldR ap, rt ia , 

diff, renc not of id ology or objective, but of method ••• 

In th dnys m th r will be n w h r·z ns to hall nge the d-

v nturcsom spirit of m, n. In i n c nd industry, in invention • nd dis ·ovcry, 

in the arts and th humaniti s, pro ress will b unlimited. We ar far from 

h ving r ached the ultimate stage in the evolution of mankind. The twentieth 

ntury is building a better and ampler world for man, and the twenty-first 

•n ury will advance and improve upon it. There will be more of the good 

things of lif for v ryon . A society will em rge, I beli v , which will be 

fr from the dark heritage of th past, the age-old urse of poverty, misery 

and xploi tion, of inequality, racialism, and intol ranee. 

And I believe, too, that it will b a great age for American Jewry if 

th tast oph of war does not shatter its security and life. As a minority 

w re h lpl ss against the r vages of hate and demagoguery, which war and 

onomic depressions unleash. 
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But given peace and economic stability, th Am rican J wish om­

munity will move forward and dev lop. It will xpand its cultural and 

r ligious life and institutions, and will make worthy contributions to the 

~~ 

total life of America. The last three hundred years,:re warrant for it. Out 

, nnings w r hun1bl, - - e w r th b ginning A of all p plr R wh ·am to 

th se shores. Steadily through the years, and more rapidly in the last 

thr -qu. rt rs f a ntury, our numl ~rA in r aA d and w sh; r d t!i g rly 

and grat fully in the growing and evolving life of America. Our people became 

in outlook, in confidence, in hopefuln s s, true children of the New World, 



a11<l in rv · and c1,votion, l oyal and proud ·iti1, n of th Unit . cl tat A. 

They serv it patriotically in p ace and in war. They mad creditable 

c ontrihutions to its mat rial prosp rity, to its political nd so ial progr ss, 

it d ,mocratic institutions, to labor and industry, to its arts, sci nee, 

lit r ture nd mu i . Th y supported g n r usly ~ 11 th phil nthropic and 

social agenci s and institutions of their communities -- Jewish and non-Jewish 

alike. Th y ha v h n not an unworthy or unimport, nt p rt of th colorful uniqu 

a nd noble mosai which ls Am ti 

~or have they ignored or forgott n th ir own r ligious h rit g • 

Th y r m ( in d { ithful t it. Upon th sho re A f the n w land th y built th i r 

syn g gu , their e hools nd th ir institutions of 1 arning and philanthr py 

whi .h hav always mbodi d the ethical id als and the way of lif of OU' p opl • 

h ·y did not isola t th ms lves from th lot of th ir fellow-J ws in oth r p rts 

of th world. Th y trema in d bound to th m in frat rnal solicitude. They h lped 

th e m in th ir need. They ame to th ir d f ns wh n attacked. Th y pour d out 

th 1r m ity wh n tr dy ov rtook th m. Th y r lli d to th t qk of building 

th t te f Israel wh n the historic mom nt arriv d, and th y hav undergirded 

it with th ir support nd unfla ing inter st sin e then. 

4£ th Am ri an J ws of the oming decades will carry on un-

int rrupt dly and with wisdom arrl discrimination, putting first things first, 

and centuating th p sitiv and indispensable enterprises of Jewish life, they 

will m k the num ri ally l rgest J wish community in the world also one of 
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lh' r< a t tint rms ff ith, ult1r, nd hol · rship. W , r in the ~rowth-

S t.1 < our history h r , "a fruitful bou h by pring". 

ll'Wh t may ndang r our Jewish future her is not ons ious s 
. 

pl m 

su has h - r · c t riz d Jewish communities 

, ,,, 
l s where nd at oth r time~. Rather, a too facile adaptability, an unconscious 

d r ift ,\ d a re-fr e r laxation of all disciplines, .. -.: not O'li1 of coffvi tion hut 

ttt of Rh ,. indHf 1' nc . 

f'what w should f ar most is th r1s of a generation of pro~perous 

J •w who h , v n spiritual n hor g , or gen r ti n of elev r, r stl ss Jews 

o f qui d f rn nt and high volt g , ro led in no r lig i u tradition, r 'V r •nt f 

nu rn o a l od , ignor nt of 11 J wi s h le rning nd h ·ld t o i 1 re Aponsibility 

by n inner spiritual restraint, who will range and bluster all over the Am r1can 

s 11 , from literature and art to politiCS1 and government and will ommit th ir 

fellow J w s in th eyes of th Am ric n p opl . Such floating min s r a danger 

to ull p opl , but especially to a minority group. Som of th s mines ar 

alr ,tcly exploding. 

?!£ Ameri an Jewry of tomorrow will r stor what has b com p r1-

pheral in ur lif to th cent r again - - th syn, ue, th s hool, the ad my 

and th r ligious dis iplines of Jud ism if it will r captur th wisdom of our 

an i nt t ach rs who dmonish d us that th study of th Tor h outweighs all 

other omm ndm nts f r it 1 ads 
th mall - - th n Am rican J wry 

f spiritual growth in this gracious land. -. 

• I 
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The ntxt aay 1 wrote the fol1ow1ng letter to Beel ctary Dulles: 

, 
ii 

September 2, 1955 

My dear Mr. Dulles: 

I saw your kind letter of August twenty-fourth addressed to me upon 

my return to Cleveland from Europe this morning. I had previously' 

read your statement in the public press. I am very happy indeed that 

you issued that statement. It not only makes clear the deep and con­

tinued interest of our goverment in helping to break the deadlock which 

has pcrsiAtcd over a period of yours in Israel-Arab relations and in 

ca~dng the l<'n8ione which have unfortunately again thie week erupted in 

most serious border incidents, but it also irrlicates that the American 

government is prepared to make positive contributions toward reaching 

a f.rttlemcnt. 

J 1111 cptll, • Nllf'(~ th11t wh~n H flnnlly J(f'tH down tn it nnd th" two 1tt,J"" flit 

down to negotiate, the government o{ Israel will be prepared tu dlecuR8 

all the matters of outstanding issue to which your statement referred. 

But he re's tho rub! The representatives of the Arab governments have 

consiste ntly refused to sit down and engage in such negotiations because 

th e y uncle rstand that by so doing they are tacitly acknowledging the 

political existence and sovereignty of the State of Israel. This, as you 

well know, is the very thing which they are unwilling to acknowledge, 

and this is the crux of the whole matter. 

Until they are prepared to acknowledge this !act, they must under one 

excuse or another postpone the day of a peace conference and maintain 

as long as they can the pre sent status of no peace -no war on the horde rs 

of Is racl. 

I know of only one political action which would finally bring the Arab states 

to their senses - - a clear statement on the part of our government that 

unless peace negotiations are undertaken forthwith, the American government 

will proceed to conclude a mutual security pact with Israel. 

- --vSuch a pact is on its own merits logical, as an instrumentality for 

strengthening American interests in the Near East. It should therefore not 

be made conditional on the willingness of Arab states to conclude simultaneous 

defense arrangements with our country.If rit is the policy of the United States , 

to seek defense arrangements in the Middle East and if, as a spokesman of , 

the State Department declared a while ago, a tftefense pact with Israel would 

be "highly logical", then there is really no valid reason for delaying such 

an arrangement. 
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But apart from its own merits, the very announcement of such contemplated 

action on the part of our government would help to convince the Arabs that they 

have nothing to gain in persisting ln their prosont attitude and thnt it would be more 

advantageous to all concerned to accept those bcncftts which would now from 

negotiated agreements on all outstanding issues. 

I am very eager to be helpful in urging reasonableness and a spirit of give-and-take 

on th e part of those who may be influenced by my voice In Israel. Of one thing, 

however, I run quite certatn--prlor to negotiations, Israel will not make concessions 

with respect to the unresolved issues. 

I will watch with keen Interest the reaction of the Arab governments to ywr 

statement. 

With warmest regards, and hoping that you will have a pleasant and restful 

vacation, of which I am eure you etand greatly In need, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 

ABBA lfiLLEL SILVElt 

As if in reply to Secretary Dulles' friendly ~roposals to bring about peace, 

the Egyptian government, on September 27, 1955, obtained huge shipments of arms 

planes, bombers and submarines from Czechoslovakia of such magnitude as to create 

a dangerous imbalance in the Near E ~t, seriously threatening the security of Israel. 

There were, of course, repercussions to this in Israel and in the Jewish world. 

On November 9, President Eisenhower appealed to the Soviet Union to stop the arms 

race in the Middle East and declared that the Unlted States would consider the 

request for anns whlch were needed for legl&l.ie self-defense. On November 16th, 

Israel formally applt ed to 

' 
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. 
Dulles reiterated his profound interest in the well being of Israel, 

~~ 
and was critical of the Arab, who failed to assist their own people in refusing 

to use the millions which they were receiving from oil royalties. 

At the close of our conversation, he called in the newspaper reporters 

and told them that he was grateful to me for having assisted materially in 

brin~ing about th~ reAumption of the grant-in-aid to l,.ra<'l. 

President Eisenhower on that day announced the resumption of 

American economic aid to Israel and a few hours later, Secretary Dulles 

11tatf'rl that twenty- six million dollars in financial assistance was ready t9 go 

forward for the first six months of the fiscal year that began last July first. 

Israel had responded to the request of the Security Council that the work on 

the project be suspended pending a United Nations examination of the question .... 

, I 
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"Th statements on Israel which have been issued by both candidates 

for th ' Pr sidency of the United States served to strengthen the conviction that 

tho f rfcnd Hhlp bctwoon America and Israol will bocomo evon closer and Alrong r 

in th , months and years to come. Our country's support for Israel has always been 

bi-partisan in character and the declarations which were made during th past week 

by General Eisenhower and Governor Stevenson have provided a striking evidence 

that U1ls bl-pnrtlsan policy will be continued in the future. There ls clearly no 

di ffi r nee of opinion between the Republican and Democratic Parties on the question 

of frJ ndshlp and assistance for Israel. " 

On December 11th I received a letter from Senator Stiles Bridges stating 

Umt the President-el cot, Dwight D. Eisenhower, has requested 
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th, l th Joint Congr eeional Inaugural Committee xt nd an invitation 

to me to participate in the Inaugural Ceremonies at th Capitol at twelve 

o' l ck noon January tw nti th, nineteen hundrod and fifty thrc . 

At the impressive Inaugural Ceremonies in Washington on January 20, 

l 53, I deliver d the following prayer: 

"O God, who art beyond our knowledge but near to 
our lH nrt. and our n«•t d", w prny thi11 dny for Thy 
e 1 rvanl, Dwight D. Eis nhowcr, ae he takes up th 
burd ns of th high office of President of these United 
States of America. 

"J<t•c. p hiu wlth J,,tl't•at klnd,u HfJ, 0 Thou Rul< r of 11atlonfl', 

an<l f,(iv, him a wi • nd und •retanding h art that he- may 
lc- d Thy p opl in th s shad w d tim s, in truth and 
st adfastn ss, in p ti n < nd in love. 

"Guide his hands to Thy purpose and his will unfailingly 
to Thy service. May he be the bringer of good tidings 
and the architect of a new hope for our country and for 
mankind. 

"May Thy Spirit rest upon th Vice-President of the 
United States and upon all the chosen representatives 
of our government. 

"Be gracious, 0 Lord, unto our land and our people. 
Help us to preserve our blessed heritage of freedom 

and to make secure 
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our in s tituti ns of law, equality and justice. May it be given 
unto us to walk always in the dignity of free men, secure in 
our rights and faithful in th ohligatlons of our prized citt 1.cnAhip, 

''Mo.kc us all of one honrt, 0 Cod, e~ that together as one people 
we may move forward unafraid to the tasks and challenges of the 
inscrutable years which lie ahead. Amen. " 

A few days later I recel ved the following letter from President 

Eisenhower: 

January 28, 1953 

"Dcnr Rnbbi Silver: 

I want to take this opportunity to tell you that I am 
p11 rtlcu Jnrly grntoful for tho tmportnnt contrlhutlon 
you mnclf to Uu Tnuuwn'nflon ot re montc • Jn tho 
years ahond tho ceremony and your part In it will 
be a source of real and constant strength to me. 
I am deeply apprec1at1 ve. 

Sincerely, 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 




