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I spoke twice at the Congr ss . In y second addrea I gav my 

reasons for criticizing the partition position which had been t en by the 

Executive -- the rea ons which I stated in the previous chapter, nd I 

explained my opposition to going to the London Conference. 

I dwelt at coneide rable length on the importance of tactics. 

In diplomatic , as in physical warfare , I aid, battles re frequ ntly 

won or lost by good or bad strategy. 

Assuming that the Executive was right in its decision, it tactically 

sound to proclaim to the orld that we will accept partition? A a oon as 

this was announced, partition became th Jew· sh olution, and th refore , 

unavailable as a compromise olution . The e were many way open to the 

Executive to learn wheth r such a solution ould be favorably reg rded y 

Great Britain or the United States . It required no formal action which was 

sure to become known to the world within twenty-four hour . 

If, at le st, the manoeuvre of the Executive had ucce ,ded in getting 

Great Britain to accept partition as a basis for discu sion at the London 

Conference , it advocates might be justified, but Great Britain baa not 

accepted. Every effort in the pa t few months on the part, both of f r iends 

and foes , of partition to get Great Britain to accept the Agency propo al a 

a basis , failed. The United States, too , did not accept the Executiv ' • 

proposal, nor did it succeed in persuading Great Britain to accept it. 
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Because the xecutive had mad a public offer of partition, it h d 

to insist, in order to protect th ovement, upon n ab olute condition, 

non. It would not attend the London Conferenc unles its --------
propo al of partition was accepted as the ba i for di cussion. Had the 

Executive not hastened to make any partition proposal to Great Britain 

and the United St tes, it could have con idered the question of going or 

not goin to the London Conference on it m rite -- whether more could 

be ga· ed by going than by st yin away. If it had d cided to go to the 

Confere ce, it ould undoubtedly present to it the full Zionist program, 

ven a the rabs wo ld pre e t their . 

at the Conference some ati factory com 

But thi wa no longer po ibl a soon t 

out of the deliberation 

olution would then volve . 

ecutive propo al became 

public, because thi propo al represented it absolute 'irreducible minimum' 

b yond which the 1" ovement could not go. How can one go to Confertnce 

to negotiate on n ' irreducible minimum' ? ... . 

Ben Gurion, the Chairman of the Executive of the Jewish ency, was 

ome hat ambiguou t the Congre s . He nd hi Party approved of par-

ti ion and favor d p rticipation in the London Con£ renc , but he p r onally 

wa unhappy over eizmann' s leadership, and diff r d with him ah rply on 

the subject of resi t c . ccordingly, he sparr d for n ic lly .. .. 

Dr. eizm nn spo e t the opening of the Cong res and in at the 

conclusion of the gener 1 debate . 
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li tened to hi r buttal at the con lu ion of the d bate ith r pt 

attention. At times I was de ply moved by it. Dr. eizmann thr hi 

he rt and sou into this speech. It was by way of an 1 apo ogia pro vita sua'. 

he inner fir oi the izmann of the earlier days was there, lthou h h 

wa now eventy-three. He reasoned, pleaded, scorned, and c atigated 

hi opponents with biting arcasm -- the extremist • the unrealistic 

romanticists. the terrorists and a tivi ts in Pal stine. I c me in for my 

h f f " ti' are o reproo . aay to live in leveland and tell the yout of 

al stine to o hed their blood. 11 f cour e, t youth of alestin had 

never waited upon rny b1d ing or my ap ro al .... 

The erican dele ation elt con train o i sue a st tern nt lat r 

expressing its deep res ntment "at the offen iv remark cone rning merican 

Zionism's support of Hagan h nd its re !stance activities, coming a they 

did rom on who must be fully aware that the Zioni ts of America w re 

repe t dly called upon by authoritative spokesmen of the Yishuv to give 

their utmost support to the re pon ible Jewish resistance movem nt in 

ale tine". 

I t ted my position at the Congres on the ;subject of resistance. 

11 e believe in re i t nee to the illegal acts of th and tory pow • he 

w y to end re i t nee i to open the doors of ale stine. 

" e mu t,in ev ry w y, support the Yishuv in its struggle gainst the 

attempt of th andatory Government to liquidate the Jewish N tion 1 Home. 
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By maxi urn nancia d oral up o t, w ust tr n th th Yi huv' 

ow r of r sist nee . The Yi huv mu t , in th st n lysis , cid for 

it elf the forrr" nd the t· mi g of it r i t nee to B ri • sh law s e in 

t ·ne. ut, wh t ver their d ci ion -- w i 1 stand by the . ust 

insure , regardle s of co t , continu d J ish in1migr tion int Pa tine . " 

eizn'lann fo ght hard in hi spe ch wh ' ch w s to b the p ror ti n to 

i long d di tingui hed c r er . But for wh t? For a policy of continued 

cooperation wit e r·t· h Go ernznent which d betrayed im and th 

e is peopl ti e and ti e gain I Ho did hi policy o od r tio pay 

0 f? n i tori c1·os -r h b r - - • e st e t t man 

a omehow u are of it. a the of hi own II hich e 

d fol owed faithfully hi life . e coul no other. 

Dr. 1 eizm nn r ained pro-Briti i hi political orient tion , v n 

hen it h d become clear to ny of u that r t ritain had no intention 

to carry out the m d t either in letter o in pirit and t at an political 

ori ntation a called f r . Not that Dr. eizma n cc pted t mely d 

ubmi iv ly th pro re siv whittling aw y on th p rt of British go rnment 

oft cle r tern a of th ndate& . e u ntly he voic d hi bitt r critici m 

nd • indignation t hi o n overnm nt in tron and cour g ou t r s . 

nd one , in th c e of the assfi ld hit ap r of 930, ch aimed 

a su p nsion of J e i h i migratio lto th r an the introdu tion 



y o n po ition on the a bject of p rtition and 1y diff r nc ith 

the Ex cutive of the orld Zionist Org nization I tat d fully t th Z. O. A. 

Atlantic Convention, October 26, 1946. 

"The action of the xecutive f th J ewi h ency which a tak n 

in Paris on August 5th to the !feet that ' it is prep red to discu pro-

posal for the establishm nt of a viable J ewiah State in an dequat are of 

Palestine', must in the la t analysis b judged by its re ults. Results o 

far h ve be n entirely ne ative. T e high hope which a entertain d by 

the members of the Executive that their partition propos 1, con titutin 

a it did 'a uprem sacrl!ice in order t f cil't te an immedi t 1 tin 

ettlement', to quote the words of Dr. C izmann ' le ter to th 

ritiah Colonial Seer tary, would b quick! accepted an would help to 

clear up th dan erous politic l log-ja which had developed, did n 

m te rialize. 

"I a inclined to beli ve that the action of the Executive was n error 

of judgment. It had not consulted the ction Committee which alone had 

the uthority to act for our Movement in the interior een Congr e ea . 

In the absence of any uch action, there w but one binding policy to id , the 
ovement, 

~ the one which was r approved a 1 te as ugust, l 4 by the Zioni t Conference 

in London. This policy w opposed t o 
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t th Con res , th pri cipal i ue w the ac pt nc or r J ction 

of th oyal Comn.i ort . h d b te w on h ther n ti io 

h uld b u d rtak n 'th Great Brit in on th ba • of th r con m 0 
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The Z i onist on r , 1ch 1net in u st, l } 1, wa a • h v led 

and nt'dy affair . th be repe-ted y po t o ed. t th ir t t' that 

Congr ~ et since t 1 e al li h ent of the Stat . On ight a, e • ected 
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Judaism, too, has experienced a marked revival which is refl cted in inc~~ased 

congregational membership, in ne synagogues and schools, 4nd in general expansion. 

Thus, the prophets of doom who foretold the ex inction of Judaism with the di -

appearance of the sheltering ghetto walls and the physical and spiritual collapse of 

the Jewish people as a result of the monstrous azi carnage have again been prov n 

to hc1vo seen empty visions and to have divined f lsely • 1 The Psalmist 1 .:> paen of tri-

umphant lie is echoing in our hearts: "I shall not die bu live to declare the deeds 

of the Lord. " There is deathlessness in the faith which is Judaisn, an:i as long as 

our people rema.in# loyal to it, they share in its immortality~ 

It is with a clearer vision that new- can see the road ahead, no that so 

a simila.tion. The friendly world does not ask fo~ it; the hosti1 world spurns it. 

r~is is a bitter lesson from our credulou pas '·ch we are not likely to forget. 

There is no appeasing the enemy through self-effacement and self- denial. His pur­

pose is not to absorb us but to destroy us . &e hates the modern, horoughl;,r Western­

ized Jew e en more than her Jews . Dr . Wal tar Frank., who was Director o ~ the Rej_ch 

Institute for the History of the ew Germany, declaredt "It will always remain a 

task of paramount importance to unveil the so-called •nobl t, educated, 1German t 

Jew aud t o expose him as the most dangerous type of alien parasite . It is easy to 

show a Galician Jew as a member of the tAsiatie horde ' on , .iropean soil. Th.i.s i 

harder when the ' Asiatic • meets us in the civilized form of a Baruch Spin~, a 

Moses Mendelssohn, of a Friedrich Gundolt, or an Al bert Einstein , a Maximilian Har­

den, l alter R thenau or a Benjamin Disraeli•• J 
Anti- Semites of this type cannot be appeased or ansrrered. They can only be 

destroyed, and they attend to their nn destruction. The free world does not call 

for the physical amalga.."Jl8tion of peoples , only for t heir voluntary cooperation f or 
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their common ood. he £re world does not ask of men to surrender their historic 

faiths - only to live up to them. Freedom of faith and worship is one of the basic 
. v'-

~~lQHl.8 of civilized society Black, brown and red dictatorships dread it and su 

press it. 

Nor is there securi y for us or meaning or dignity in fightin anti-Sem·tism 

as such or in hectically defend.in our loyalty or proclaiming our patriotism .f'rom 

the house- tops . o fair-minded man questions our loyalty and no bigot will ev r be 

persuaded of it. 

our security lies in uniting with all right-min, d men., to defend society 

against all dema ogues and political adventurers and against the condition which 

f1i ve these enemies of the free society their opportunity• Our security lies in 

fighting poverty, injustice, inequality, and abov all, war and the things which 

lead to war . It is in the championing of the hical and spiritual tr ditions 

of Judaism which we have shard with the rest of lie orld - for our faith was born 

not for ourselv s alone but for the whole world - and in our loyal carrying out of 

its mandates and commitments that our fun amental security lies. 

Again we have learned, I believe, that there is no security for our people and, 

for that matter , for any people in scientific progress alone ; for more knowledge dee 

no mean more goodnes , more tolerance or more brotherhood in the world. 

The great sla ghtering of our people took place in the most scientifically ad­

vanced country in the world - Germany, ' and the progress of the centuries did not 

attenuate the virulence of intolerance . In the middle of the 17th century one-third 

of the Jews of Europe were massacred. In the middle of the 20th century t w thirds 

were massacred. 

Likewise, we shall not find security in formal political democracy. Democratic 

institutions succumb when the spirit which informed them l anguishes . These forms are 
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actually exploit d by those whose ••GJ't purpose :..s to destroy democracy• The di ta­

tors who bestride our world today and who have destroyed eve-ry vestige of freedom 

and human rights in their countries have all proclaimed themselves to , the very 

champions and defenders of democracy. lfj_th the decay of the spiritual fowldations 

of ociety in our generation, the foundations of democracy, too, have begun to crumble . 

1homas Jefferson foresaw such a development and warned against it: "Can the lie rties 

of a nation be thought secure," he asked, "when we have removed their only firm basis 

- a conviction in the minds of the people that their libertie are the ift of God?• 

Freedom and security for us and for mankind lodge where the prophets of Israel 

discovered them, in a faithful covenant with the living God . 

Our recent experiences have also taught us that there is no refuge for the 

soul of our people , especially for the souls of our intellectual son and daug ter , 

in the economic messianism of the 2oth cen ury ey mo e than the"r predece sors 

found it in the internationalism and enlightenme t of the 19th. These movement in 

thought and in society are no surrogate for Judaism. They should be Wi ighed, measured 

and corrected by the ethical code of Judaism and by the techniques of human progress 

which Judaism has evolved. But they do not displace JUdaism. An ancient faith such 

as ours which has witnessed w 11 n;er mighty changes in hwnan history and has been 

able to distill out of the turbulent centuries a patient and profound wisdom, is in 

position to give the idealist and the crusader for righteousness not only a compass 

and a chart , but also a perspective against exces, a criterion against error and 

del sion , and in defeat , proud comfort and r assurance . 

Those who center all their hopes in a given economic system or in the mood and 

mper of an age are destined to find themselves betrayed, for no syst m can fully 

realize the high hopes of a man and the mood of an age changes rapidly with the 

chan e in its political and economic fortunes . Judaism is concerned not with systsne 

or with any economic or political dogmatism, but with the safeguarding of the mor al 
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I realize now that he reason for his coming to my enniversary c ele ration was a 

three- fold one . He wished to express his apprsci8.t.:.on to m for having accepted his 

invitation earlier that year to visit England during the war and to address the Jew-
ish comIJ nities of ngland, to keep up their morale and tour e them to re- double their 
efforts, even in the dark years of he war , in behalf of Palestine . He also wished 
to honor me 011 that occasion , the 25th anniversary, an honor which I, of cours, deeply 
ap reciated . But evidently he sought the occasior also in order that he might serve 
notice on me and on the congregation that he had certain demands to make and onld 
soon make them. Apd he said ~n that address - these are his words : 

I do believe that Rabbi Silver is destined to perform thins which will transcemi the frarr1ework of even a gre~t community like yours , and very often, I confess it. t.o you , I had it in mind , to exercise the authority and power which was given to me by my constituents in drafting away Rabbi 8ilver, at least for a short time , and load­ing upon him the great and difficult tasks of service to the national ideal at this very critical time . 

And the draft soon came , early that year , in 1943, at his urgent request and that 
of the heads of the Zionist fovement in the united States . I accepted the office of 
Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council and held that office until the 

State of Israel was established in 1948 . 

V During those temptuous years of struggle to build the Jewish state , 'le came 
frequently together at meetings , con esses and delegations , missions , here and abroad, 
far more often than in the earlier years . And my adulat on and respect for Dr. Weiz­
mann grew with acquaintance and never diminished even after I found myself diverging 
from his political line eve:~1 more sharply as political events moved on to their dramatic 
climax. Our methods came to differ very sharply. Frequently ere in very sharp 
disagreement, but our objectives never differed and our mutual regard. 

Dr . izmann, - he was a Briti h subject , loyal hi adopted country -

s loyal 
and proud to his adopted country where he h2d achieved not alone .rsonal fame and .ful­

fillment , but where he had also succeeded in ovember 1917, with the aid of G hers , 
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the literature of the iestern world, for the later years of his youth and of his early 

manhood were spent in the universities of Germany and of Switzerland, and he drank deep 

not alone of the knowledge they offered, but of all that emergent political, social and 

economic complex of ideas and ideals which w ere dominant in estem Euro 

ing auarter of the 19th century. 

in the clo 

One saw in nr. eizmann always ci.nd unmistakably the stamp of the cult 1ral cosmopol­

itan, the intellectual, the intellectual liberal, the citizen of the wor1d, and as Uir­

mista.kin ly, one also saw in him al ays the great Jew, the Je r who mlked through life 

with head erect ~nd moved ~mong t. he great of the earth i h unconscious dig i ., r. 

ide, like a prince in Israel. There was a superb blending in him of tradit.ional loy­

alties and of all that was fine in the modern world, of Jewish obligations and the 

supreme ideals of humanity. And that blendi. ng 

great courage and of great pride. 

s the re u]t of deep insight and of 

v• Ten years ago, when Dr • izmann visited the un·ted states in June of 1942, 

tes ,imonial dinner was given to him ~t the Waldorf-Astt>riR in Jew ork City, n I was 

invited to be among those to pay Wm tribute, and in his presence then I said ttese 

wordc. whid1 I am a out to read to you. I repeat them no when he is no longer among 

us, but among the immortal • 

r I am very happy t be here tonight to pay tribute to Dr. Chaim Weiz­
mann - the Ezra of our Second Restoration . (As a people v.e have a 
stronger sense of history than of biogr~phy nnd we think of a great 
man not so much in relation to P~mself and his personal t as to his 

ork and the greatness n mer t of his achievement&. The individual 
is absorbed in the organic process of the cause which he serves . 
The essence of the biographies of the righteous," said the Rabbis , 

"is to be found in their deeds •" often outstanding figures in Jew­
ish history are referred to not by heir O?m namea but by the name 
of some great book which they wrote . This custom is similar to the 
gracious custom hich exists amo .g the Arabs, called Kunya, in which 
a erson is called not by his own name but s the father of so and 
so . The rich fancy of o r people goes a step further . A man is to 
be known not so much by what he actually achieves - for man is fin-
i te and is sharply limited in hi powers of achievement - but by the 
things for which he sacrifices and for which he ives his heart t s 
blood. 
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"Everything for which a man dedicates his life and mak s major 
sacrifices is cal~ d by h:is name . rt 

our greatest men, according to he remarkable biographic modesty 
of our tradition, are the unknown and unrecognized men, the in­
visible hierarchy of the 36 saints by hose merit the visible or­
der of the univ rse is maintaine 

And yet our peo le did delight at all t:i.Tre s to honor its beloved 
sons as we honor Dr. reizmann tonight , and he ie not the least :in 
the jewelled crown of our people's pride. 

Of the giants who were in t e early battle days of our movement, )< very few are left - Herzl, Nordau, Sotolow, Usshishkin, Bialik. 
Weizmann, t-hank God (I said ten years ago) is still with us . The aamic leader of nearly two generations, ii orous and indefatig­able as of old - a torch then, a beacon now. 

our brilliant galaxy of heroes offers some rare and precious com­
binations in personality. Thus, v,e have poets who were philosophers, 
like Gabirol and Ha1evi; philosophers ~ho were legalists like Saadia. and Maimonides; legalists v,ho ere mystics like Nachmanides and Jo eph Caro . In Dr . iezmann we have another rare and fortunate combina-tion - a scientist who is a states~an. I call it fortunate; for his scientific training and discipline ha e favorably nn affected his 
statesmanship. They have been responsible or at patient, experi­menta.l and pragmatic technique which he has rought to the Je ader-ship of our movement, rhich has often baffled and disconcerted us 
and as often subjected him to sharp criticism. Dr. eizmann has at all times been eve keeled and lev 1- headed . Though a lead r of a movement of national rebirth and resurgence, he has coneistently 
re.fused to indulge in that unbridled and vehement nationalistic 
romanticism upon whose wheel so many noble ideals of mankind are being broken in our day. 

'f There was never in Dr . Weizmann's patriotism and nationalism this excessive chauvinism. It was broadl. y hUinan and gracious and toler­ant. His nationalism, like tha of classic Zionism generally, aimed to corr ct the abnormal political status of the Je ·sh oeople in the world, to put an end t0 its millenial national honelessness which has been the sonrce of so much misfor une and suffering, to give o the people of Israel that hich every historic people is entitled to have , a national home and a territorial base; in a word, to restore the broken harmony of Israel 1s life in the Diaspora . This ras to be achieved not throu h the conquest of other peoples or through the expropriation of other people I s territory or at he cost of the happiness and well- being of anyone else, but , giving the chanc - and all we ask d for was the 
chance - to achieve the status of a f:ree people among the other free peoples of the earth by our ovm sweat and blood in our own historic home - in Palestine. 



nr . ~eizmann never lost sight of this ?Min purpose . He never 
swerved from it . He would make concessicns and compromises, but 
never at the sacrifice of the essential1h~ng itself. The cir­
cumference a.lways remained true to the center. The center was 
the need - the undenied and undeniable need of finding a home 
for a homeless people - the need which h2s been so tragically 
under-scored in the 1a st decade - the blackest in cur history. 
Zionism for him any more than for Herzl was not the cloth of ro­
mance woven in an idle day on the loom of dreams . It was ines­
cable fate , unavoidable necessity . 

Vi'Dr . eizmann was frequently defeated , thwarted, and not only by 
non- Jews, and clt~cppointed, but like the stout-hearted scientist 
that he is and the patient leader of a long- sufferi1g people 
hardened to defeat and catastrophe, he re urned over and over 
again to his one absorbing task. ( He experimented as a scientist 
with new formulas , new combinations and new approaches . ) His 
heartaches were many, for he led a movement which ~s essentially 
moral and spiritual in character ina period of the world's history 

hen postr-war Europe was rapdily deteriorating morally and spirit-
ually. But he persiste He knew what evPry sower of the seeds 
of life must know, that even after a poor harvest one must sow 
again . 

Dr . ,eizmann has at a 11 times been th se soned and responsible 
guide - never too far ahead of those whom h was charged to lead, 
never begu~ling his followers with glitter·ng prospects and never 
holding out false hopes . His words were, o significant occa-
sions , enkindling and inspiring, but he always sought to persuade 
by reason rather than to incite by passionate utterances . Though 
.firm in the espousal of his position, he was seldom given to he 
foam and spindrift of polemics . He has na. de mistakes and ha 
acknowledged them. He is not a doctrinnaire - he is a leader , a 
leader of a people which in every grave crisis in its history, has 
had the genius to produce leaders who were adequate to the emergency. 

\Arn a great national crisis comparable to our 1'W?l at the time of the 
destruction of the Temple and the dispersion of the people at the 
hands of the Romans , Israil produced a leader who matched his hou.~ -
Jochanan ben zakkai . Of him it as said in tribute that he wa "The 
Light of Israel , the Pillar of Strength, the ?vighty Harrmer" . hese 
three qualities of charac er - the light of reason , the strength of 
purpose , and the cour ge of attakcs , one finds in abundant measure 

in Israel ' s leader in the present crisis - r . Chaim eizmann. 

There is no reward for leadership. leadership is not a. crown but a 
cross . But this mould be your sustaining thought at al times (I 
said to nr . izmann on that occasion) , that forever your name will be 

eet upon the lips of a people whose memory is long, a people ~hich 
never forgets those of its sons who serve it in devotion and sacri­
ficial loyalty. 
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e strong and of good courage 1 The sumrill not go down upon our battle u til i is won . We shall mee the smoulderin philosoph of the Hun with the cool, calm fortitude of our own . e shall survive• they will perish. e ere not born in h~lplessness . e shall n~t po out in defeat . And we shall rebuild our national life vrhich the ages have wasted, and our national home, and you will b nunnred among the foremost of the "builders of Zion and of Jerusalem" . 
(/ This was said years before the State of Israel was established and years before 

Dr . izmann became its first President . I ould not subtract a single word or yl-
1 a le from what Is id then, today 1 ana I wo11ld add much more if I could in memorial 
tribute . But is it really necessary? 

~ 'I'he eat English architec, Sir Christop~er vr n, lies buried in the magnificent 
st . ?aul•s Ca hedral hich he desi ed and r built , and on a tablet over the inn r 

doorway are inscribed thee word: "Si monumentur.:i requiris, circl.llllspice . " "If you 
d sire a monument, jut look around and see . n 

(/ If men today or men tomorrow will look for a monume to bes ak • eizmann' s 
life and achievements, all they vrill need to do is to look a "'ound them and see t he new 

state of Israel , hich he helped to build, a reborn Jewish nation, a new life developing 
there, the Hebre iversi ty hich he e sta lished, the scientific ins i tute which he 

founded, and they will continue to tell to all future genera ions of his greatness and 
of his achievements . 

Jaturally, I am filled this morning as I peak of nr . eizmann ith memories of 
him and of an association with him over many years in the cause of Zionisn . Six months 
after his reception in ew York City, where I spoke in tribute of him , Dr . eizmann 

visited Cleveland. It was the occasion of my 25th anniversary as Rabbi of The Temple , 
on January 2L , 1943. Dr . Chaim leizmann was the guest of honor on tha occasion and 
spoke from ttis very pulpit . any of you may remember it. His address as recorded on 
a record . Ye terday afternoon I played that record and heard again the voice of my 
friend and my revered leader , the voice now silenc din death , and I a deeply moved. 



people in Palestine mounted as boatloads of Jewish refugees, er ded in unseaworthy 

boatloads, unable to di charge their human cargoes on the shores of Israel, were 

turned back and sank in the Mediterranean the Black Sea , 

refugees who reached the sh s of Palestine were seized and turned back and tran -

shipped to Eritrea~, and other places, and the anger o·"' the eople moun ed until it 

broke out in violent acts of resistance , of sabotage, of killings and ex:plosio s . 

nr . Teizmann was opposed to all these acts of violence, jenounced them . Ar.d 1 hen , 

tions in England resulted in a great victory for ,- had been so 

friendly to Zionism while it wa office, and much v,as 

hoped for when it c -~hen it turned out tha ne re ime, 

where Ernest evin was the Fore· gn Secretary and A la e was he Prime ! inister, there 

oul e no relief of the situation at all, still r ive his mo e-
ment no new direc ion. The position to him gr d int~nsified and reached its 

climax at the 22nd Zionist Congress at J;asle of 1946, where Dr . Weizmann was not re-

elec ed president of the movement . His line was repudiated . t as, h ever, not a 

personal repudiation of Dr . ,eizmann. It was a policy that was abandoned. Dr . ieiz­

mann at the time was very bitter about it. ( nd in his autobiography, "Trial and 

Error" , speaking of that Congress , he has -e{t:i:s to say 

The 22nd Con ess , therefore , had a special character differing in at least one respect from previous Con esses - he ab ence among 
very many deleg~tes of faith ~ nd even hope in the British gover 
went , ?.nd a tendency to rely on methods never knom or encouraged among Zionists before the war . These methods were referr d to by 
different names - resistance, defense, activism - but hatever shades may have been expressed by th se terms and the distinctions ere by 
no Means clear , ona ~eature as common to all of them - the convic­tion of the need for fighting aga; lJSt Bri ti~h authority in Palestine or anywhere else , for that matter . My stand on thes ma ters was 
ell- known. I ma e it clear once mo eat he Con esc . I stated my belief that our justified protest against our f r ustrations and 

injusti ces e had suffered could have been made v; i th • gni ty d 
force , but wl thout buckling to he demoralizing for ce in the iove-ent . becam , therefore , as in th past , the sea goat for the sins of the British Gover ent, and kno ing that their assaul t on the British Government was ineff c ive , the ac ivitists, or what-
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ever they nula call themselves, turns their sha s on me . About 
~alf of the American delegation , led by Rabbi Silver , and part of 
the Palestinian , led by 1 r . en- Gurion, had rre de up • eir mind 

that I was to o . On the surface it v,-as not a rsonal matter; 
the debate h ·nged on whether we should or houJ.d not send delegate 
to the Conferences on Palestine , which were to be resumed in London 
towards the end of J3 uary 1947 , at the instance of he ri tish 
Government . B.v a tiny majori t , it vras dee ded not to send dele-
ates - and this was taken as the moral equivalent a s a vote of no 

confidenc in me . What happened .:.n the end was that my elec ion as 
President having been made imno si le - no President as el cted -
the delegates went to IJ:>ndon by a back door . 

V I left the Congress depressed, far more by he spiri in which it 
had been conducted tha by the rebuff I had received. 

at that Congres - in quite a different light a few years later . Had his line been 

followed in the critical , .formative years , there wo uld be no Jewish State today, and 

he would not have been Presiden of the state of Is ael . 

The British Government had to be brought o a f l r ealiz4tion th.::it i must do 

~ne of two things, either fuliill he and te fai h l]y or ive it up . Ad it as 

furthermore irn.ortant to turn to another great ower oth r than Gre8t itain because 

it c1early could i·ot solve tl.e probJe m - to the great emergent nev, powe , the United 

tates of A,erica, as the decisive factor in the situation. 

UltiT.a ely, reat Britain had to give up the She threw the ihole problem 

into the lcp of the United Natic-1s . A n road as opened up, and v1ha followed is 

history. he ne ·, road led in two shor years o our case before the 

United atior1s . I was privileged to present the cause of he people of Israel . The 

appoin ent by the Tni ed Nations of a Special Comm.i tee o make a ne survey of the 

whole problemJ the report oft, his Special committee which favored the establishme t 

of an independent Je ish state in Palestine ; the vote of acce ~ance of is report 

by the A s mbly of ,he nited at.ions on ovP.mber 29 , 19L7 , where he American Zionist 

or anization nd the merican overnment played the decisive role , and the pr oclamation 

of he st~t.e of Israel by the Jews of Palestine on fay lL , 1948 , with he American 
government being the first goverrunent to ive formal recogni ion to the new S te of 
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rsra.el , and two days later, Dr . eizmann wa elected Pre id nt by the Provisional 

Goverment of Israel . 

Ultimately, of course, the Jews of Palestine had to underwrit.e with their live 

an their blood snd their valor on the battlefield thes politice.l rights v hich ,. re 

Anted them by the natior,s of the world becaus freedom is never gi en and never 

won by areumentation . Freedom is achieved, frequently at reat cos+, . Free has 

to be fought for . Mer. have to die and bleed for it . And a people that is not ready 

o fight for its freedom is a people that will never have freeoom for long. 

/1t was fortunate for Dr . Weizmann, for he 

~lowed in the last years when the cli1nax 

Jewish people, that his policy was 

in the a -old struggle was reached. 

Dr . Teizmann was a very fortunate man, far more fortunate than other great lead­

ers of peoples, who are not privileged to see v, i th their own eyes the fulfillment 

of their dearest dre • r. heodor Herzl was not so fortunate , the eat man of 

vision who founded politi•al Zionism and organized people for the great effort -

he was not privil ged to enter the promised land. When the state was fj1ially esta 

lished , the bones of nr . Theodor Herzl were transferred from Vienna to • Herzl in 

Israel. 

Moses , who led the cl~i 1 dren of Isra 1 out of slavery ancl led them through forty 

years of ~affering, trial , struggle, through the wilderness , brought them to the very 

doors , the y, ry gates of: Canaan , but he himself was never orivileged to enter it. He 

died 3t the top of Mt . Nebo and no ona knows his burial place to this day. 

Dr . Weizmann was fortunate and a privileged man. He gave his life to the ca:.ise . 

He gave hi brilliant talents to the cause . He worked terribly hard. J not only a 

leader , but a worker j n the ranks, ho traveled all over the world , f:rom country to 

country, from city to cit.y, to arouse , to inspire, to plead rr.i. th his people . He was 

privileged to see ith his own eyes the fulfillment of his life • rlream, to becane 

the fir t President of the ne ly-establi hed state of srael . I think he must ha 

died contented and happ man . fay his memory be blessed. 
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, too~ occa~·o r to po:nt out specifica ly 1 a statement issued 

that " nough t11e President has been exchanging view 

wiL :.. .... 1e M"nister A t e o t 1e subject, this government h s not presented 

a y an o 'ts own for the so tion o t e problem of Palestine." The 

- . 
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~ 0 o 1 c Ex1.::cut·ve o - t' J cw· h A ency 1n the two months which 

10.L OWt..!d to c & de e B 1 1sn Governm nt to cc pt partition s a b sis 

, '"ai e comp etc y. A le long-d-r wn-out negoti tions 

.I. o un , n during t ' ose two onths, the American Government 

s t o g it · aa o e a· t1 at ad been r qu ste of it -- it ha 

tr - ns ittc • e A eI cy prot0sa' s to London -- and what more d1 t e Jews 

wa t? It 0 ave t e ·mprcssion o having washed its han s of the nt re 

atte r, ev~n the s bJect o,. t 1 1 un red refug es seemed to l v 

1.;r ency Co nc1 again w nt into action in r. 
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o rnob·1 · ze t c J wisl cit·zen of Am r1ca to d mand in 

c 1ca r c 1 c ., - n A n1 e r i c commitm nts, ction from 

conncc1.101 w Pa es e. Ou purpose was ot o 

h"te ... ouse. Oft se, the re ores s owe 

uite a umber. .1. everthe ess, the pressure of aroused an 

icit 

rat 

.. n nan ub 1c op1 on was so reat th on October 4th , the Pre si ent did 



- 20 -

iss I.! a atemc t. I was a on st temen of some fifteen hun red words 

·n w icl 1c review n the Administrat· o 's iorts regarding a es tine - - a 

rc..1.tncr nconv1nc ng record. The Prcsi nt strongly urged that in view 

. 
o c os oncment o • t' e London Conference, which Great rit in had 

co vokc to December 16th, "th substantial imn1i 1 rati on into Palestine 

cannot aw it a so ut· on to the Pa e stine roblem and that it should begin 

t once. Pre a rat· ons for his movement have already been made by this 

governn1ent and 'tis ready to end its immediate assistance". This was 

a admirable st temen and in making it, the resident went b ck to the 

pos 'tio w 1c'i he too at the t'n-1e o the ub ication of the report of the 

Ang o-Am rican Commit e of nc;_uiry. le s arated the short-term 

re com1 enJ.a. 1.ions from the on , -term and mantled immediate action where 

action was 11 ed'a e y impcrat·ve. 

r\;;il,;! re nee 1.0 the tim te solution for le stine, t President 

too note of the Jewish Agency's proposa s to "so ve the Palestine problem 

by rnca.ns oi the crea ion of a viable Jewish state in control of ·ts own im-

1.igra ·on an economic policies in an adequate area of Palestine, instead 

oft e w 0..1.e of a estin '' It was his be ief that a solution along these lines 

WOU co an t e su 1)o t of p blic op 'nion in the United States. However, 

,h:: Pr1.;si nt st'l di not commit the U ited States Government to the 

g ncy proposa s. 11 cannot be ieve", he stated, "that th~ g p between the 



- 2 

p ·01. osa s w 1 c h ve beL:n ut forward the Grady-Morrison plan and the 

g • cy p a ) is too broa to be reach d by men o reason and good-will. 

o sue a o ution our overnment cou d give its support. 11 

.1.n other word , while f e Unite St te s definite y refused to give 

1 s s Pi)0rt to the A ency proposals, it was prepared to give its support to 

compromise p ·o1 os as between partition, which was the Agency proposal, 

and he Grady-Morrison p an. 

1s sta e ent w • ch President Truman made on October , 1946, 

ca d ort a protest ram :<.ing bn Saud who had, on previous occasions, 

co ..1 la· 1,;Q to President oosev J.t. sid · n Truman replie on October ,28, 
t,j -~· 946, 1n a very different ve·n from~~ of President Roosevelt's. In this • 

etter he w o e: 

"71 e Gover ment an t e p ople of the United States have given support 

"'o c conce.1: ta:. a J wish n t'onal home in a estine ever since th termina-

tio of c ;first War War, wh·c rewlte 1n the freeing of a large area of 

a1 ct t 1e stablishment of a number of in-

c \.!nae t to.tcs whic are ow members of the United ations. The United 

s~at s, w ich mntributed its b ood and resources to the winning of that war, 

co no divest itse f of a certain responsibility for the manner in which 

e fre ter 'tories were dispos of, or for the fate of the peoples libera ed 

at t' t tim . t took the position, to which it still adheres, that these peop es 

• 
s ou d oe p epared for se f-governm nt and also that a national home for the 
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Jcwi::,i people s 10 ' be csta.olisl cd in alestine . am happy to note that 

ost oi tl c ·bl!ratod peoples ·e now citizens of indc endcnt countries. 

e J w· h nat'o a home , owcver, has not as yet been fully developed. 

11 -t is only natur , therefore, that this Government 1oul favor 

at t is t·me the entry into Pa es ine o consid rable numb rs of displaced 

Jews in Europe , not only that they may find shelter there but also that they 

may co;. t ib te their ta ents and energies to the upbuilding of the Jewish 

nat on;:;.l 10m . 11 

0 December 7, 1946 , just prior to th·e holding of the V ld Zionist 

Co .gress in B s e and by way of inducing the Zionist Congress to participate 

in tL.e ~o don Conference wh·c tne Br'ti Government had called, Secretary 

yrnes a nouncea tha ne held sev ral co ierences with Mr. Bevin on 

the alestine situ tion an has had an exc.11ange of letters with him. Byrnes WI'\., ft 

"T c Jew· sh leaders, with horn I have recently conferred, 
• 

\;bard.u.::ss oi views former y ne d by them, now regard the partition proposal 

as 'i.ne lOS ractical ong-term solution. My opinion is that before agreeing 

to att no ·he Co fcrenc in January, t ey wou d want to be assured' specifically 

t a t c art"tion roposal favored by t em, would be fully considered by 

~ is Mci. ' csty's Government. 11 

1.t. n· S rep y r. Bevin assured the Secretary of State that "all proposals 

maae oy t e r b, Jewish and British de egations at the Conference will be 

6 vcn q a s atus on the Conference agenda. His Majesty's Government 

o o regar the selves as committed in advance, to their own proposals. 
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1,. "i-. J. o , o cour I:!, are .. hey re a ·cd to comn1·t th msclves in a vance to 

ny ot c • i ·o os s ". e wou 6 0 o further. 

Sec ctary Byra.es also announced that the United States Government 

wo· .l. nave n o crver at t 1 London Conference, nd he advised t e 

.J t..W to at en • t. . . . 

l en Mr. ev1n was 1n 1 Tew Yo · 1< City on 1 ovember 20th I • i i m 

twice t the Wa c~or ~ -Astoria in t 1e pres cc of the British Ambas s dor, 

. 
.1,..,10J.· I1 ve c apc1. J. is cussed t e Pa estine situation with him fully. 

,..,..,, 
e SU an sub ta ce of a fat e wou d te 1 me was no differen from 

w· at .1.t: .1.c.1.ter to1 Byrnes. 

. . 

• 
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~ 1y own positio1 on tn suo·cct oi ·J.) rtition and my differ nces wit tP 

Zia ist Organiza on s ated at the Z. 0. A. A 1 ntic 

C1ty Co Vl! tio Ocl.ooer 26, 1946. 

II 
1...: act· o of tne .::xe c t·v o • th J cwish gency w 1ich was taken in 

aris o 5 .. , ug S d o t' c eif ct that ' 1. 1s pr pared to discuss a pro osal for 

s b s rne t o vi b e Jewis Stat . n a equate a r a of le tine ', 

n st in ' e las analy 1s be judged by its resu tr.. 1 csu ts so far h ve been 

tertained by toe members of the 

Executive t. - t their part° tion proposa , as it • d 'a supreme sacrific in order 

. ' . 
0 "-ll C .l.l at • - , ll ast' g scttl 0 ote t e words of r, C aim 

\ e • z a 1.1.
1 s tter to t British Co onial Secretary, would be quickly accepted 

and wo ~ l!.L1 to c ear t ngero s pol'ti al log -jam which had developed, 

o Ot: 1eve t at the act· on of the Executive was an error of 

• on he ju gmc1 t of th Executive is not to challenge the 
\ • \ 

a tno i ty of • l e Jewis Age cy. h ~xec 1 ive is on y an instrumentality of the 

Wilih gene , a\1d it is charge wit1 car Y,lng out its po icie . At the time of 

La 

voie on - t't o , , the Executiv e ad not consulted' either rhe Smaller or the 

ge c .. ionb Com ittce 01 our movemcni which a one hav the authority to 

v rt; ent-in-the-int 
\ ,, ,.., -"'­

/ . ~ 
• -betw ·e -Go1 grcs.~ .--;- Wh n the Executive 

0 t· C l!W S Ag \ d • • • P • h b b. • cy ac e on part t on 1n a r1s, t ere was t one 1n 1n 

Z~o ,st o 1cy to g \de it - - t e one 

by t post-war Zion· st Conference 

W1lC W j 

in London 

reaffirmed as 1 te as August, 1945, 

an this policy as opposed to 



- 2 

pa.rtit· o . 1 ,....,1 c ·c Cc n be o so t • o 1
, state the London Pol· tica esolution, 

I • bl ..... 1.0 tn~ 1ns13pa a e 1.W • p ·ob c s of the Jewish peo le and Pales tine, except 

by constituting it, u d"vidc and undiminishe , as a Jewish State in accordance 

w· tn f e orig n purpose of '1e Bali our Dec ara tion'. 

"~·is policy, by tl e way, 1s stil , c only authentic and binding policy 

.1..or tl c Zio ist mov1.::ment. The re is no other, and there will be no other, until 

the \Vorld Zionist Congress a ters or revises it. When and if it oes, it will 

oe binding upon eve.iyone who recog izes and acce ts its authority. 

" 'Ne uestione • t:i1e \visdom of the Executive of the Jewish Agency to 

al,1.:: the rc1dical decision w1 1ch it did ma ,e and to proceed to act forthwi h 

upon it i it5 contacts witn overn ents, wi nout first receiving approval of 

e·tner he S 1.a c • or Larger Ac ions Co mit e, not to s eak of the Congress 

·tsel •. Our movcm nt was t s con ·ronted with a f it acco n,1. li. he explanation 

w ich ha been given that the situation ca ed for the greatest s eed has not been 

• 

es ·ab:is' c· bys bse uent ev nts. The .!!J.,'ecutive d'dmove rapidly and pre-

c1 nously but 1nove towar notl ing. We re not unmin ful of the sincere and 

non or able ot·v1.::s which movea t \,; me1nbers of the Executive in Paris to make 

ti.~i1· de c • sion. T" e rag1c ight o Europe~n Jewry, the desperate position. 

Oi tL 8 t'i e mood o the bel aguered Yishuv, all undoubtedly were 

iact.ffs ·n t e d c1s1on. 1 everth 1 ss, as ev nts have demonstrated, their 

d1.,;c~::> o a~<l ot correct any of these tragic situations." 

" .... W 1.,; le:t that it woul e a co ossal po itical blunder for us to announce 

public y hat 1..he Zionist movement proposes to sacrifice one-half of Palestine 
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li o ·ac 1..0 retain f e otl c r a 0 ce t at is done, 1. artition d a estine 

beco o r <'.L"l .. al position , • ·01n Wij,ic 1 Governments may proper y sk us 

1 ~he a e o ·eason, o e ess and comJ.. rom1sc to recede stil furt er. 

T' 1 over, .1: arct· o pro_;>osa~ s wou a be sti 1 ,furthe r whittled down. 

"But L of i1g was ga ed, t .1.ing su s tantial was ost, I am £raid. 

J; a ·tit ·o ea Pa cstin now rcprevents our maxi um Zionist demands, both 

1.1 n the :i.:ab wor d. Our own gov rnmen now 

sugg\.::s s a stil furth\.::r com rom se , not as between the i tmor rogram and 

. 
pa..rt· tion , b t between part· tio an cantonization. From now on anyone who will 

0 0 to Wasl ingto to ta with ofr cia s about a free and democra'tic Jewish Common-

wea.1..tu in t 1.e who~e o • Pa • stine - - and th· , min you, is still t e official position 

o 0·1 mpvl.! cnt - - w1 l , ama a·d, be a gl o t of court .... 

"V/ • , ave -i.ot s ccee ed in achie v ing the Biltmore program, but we have a so 

.;.ai.1.\.::d to u.chieve pa.rt'tion . Wherein tnen lave the so-called pro-partis n moderates 

sco.t\.:: ov r the Bi tmore extremists? 

11 I it is t ue tl • t e resent Gove.r mcnt of Great Britain 1s unwilling to 

tatcl oo in even a part oi Pales ·ne , and the record of the resent 

r:ti l Gove· nent is very c ear on this subjec , • W at point is there in making 

o .1.1..! gra est re o~ renunciat'on afte r another and in publicly proc aiming our 

rca nes or s pr e sacr ifi ces when our gestures are disdained and our 

.. 
sac .i.Llc e contemned I 
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on .. . 
""C 

t O.i.. 0 

-

.. ... 

I r,<.ir 

c t.:.e Gove ... ~.cntc o.i.. Grcc.t i3 -ca n an: tnc U i te St tc to nccc.1.. t 

:pn ... ci "t-ion, t· .c s Ol~c s111e of tee Je:wi s:'1 /<.[!,ency qui "e nn.turo.lly prui ccd their 

l)TO;:OGDJ. o.G VC::;.y r~uso . ble an .. odcrate . T·,.e iipressio accord.iriely was le t 

~.r.:. t·~ Gove J:",e .. ts and with ,ti1c press o: tb.c \:orld tho.t tho cc Zionists w o 

:.:-cr..ain loJrG. -to t·.e il.t .ore :plu.n, to the clo.ssic Zionist lJrocrum, to the 

B· :our llicll.rn:tion anu tr1e ll.nndatc, a.re unrcason-ble and extr mists . It w s 

r;a. to c~ c lc.tc t· .. uc; t· c prcGs, 50mc.! of them 

i ~sp.:.r d: ~. o. ro.id oy so.e of o· r o -m pco.lc, r ports emanating rom Paris 

• et·wce I t:e r.ode;.•--.tcs o.:::id tbe extr,....mists, that t:c Jc.,ish J..;:;cncy represents 

.. tr.c mo e ·ute j_r.[; o ... t· c r .. ove c t, a d th t certo. n Zionists, 

• 
to.tee represent the extremists. Your 

p esi "'c. t ;· .::.s ... ::_r,5lcd ou ., -.,ime n.nd o ain o.s t.rie s okesman of these intransi-

sent \,;xtre ... ists . My re:::;iu• a.tio irom tr.1e Execu i ve of the Jcm.Gh ncy ~ 

b ..... ic preso i t • Ji s . o.nne r: 'If his resien tion 

r-ocro ... --·--0•1rr ..;,_ n 
\J LJ "'• •.A. V.U J J,,. V 'f ,4 

be rcl:,ardcd as n. ,clr ::;ien O.L srowins 11 moderate 
II 

influence 

i..: t.h Jc.rich / i[:_,ency top r ankc. 1 1 s recently as two wce1ts ago there app red 

.:.. nc 1-- p;; .... er col · .1 in t1:c 

an's 

r~~~c~ent o .. Octa e 4t was to tre~the the i lucnce of the o-c cd . 
modc .. r.J.;cc in 1.,uC Zionist OrGo..nization of Ailerica o,gainst the so-called 

ba • i lel Silver. 
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11 T 1os 0 Zio • • s a 1 over t 1c worl wl o ave bee loy 1 y io ow·ng the 

cA.as c Z ·o ist 1·ne, have over igl t ccomc xtrcmis s. ven some 

Zionists ·c iall'ng into th· s unsuspected trap and are accepting this 

piece 0..1.. 10 1c pc vers on .... 

Goldmann may consider sixty perc nt of a esti 1e as 

a rca::,o 1ab t:: an oci .L·a te goal, but a spokesman of he Foreign Office 

1 .1. LO o , con1 er. t i on his moacrate an reasonable pro osa , stated 

t .1. a t I 
r.,1..1 t:: .t' orci 1 n Q'"; ce • as note witl inter st a plan under which 

thirty ... ere nt o • t e pon ation of a es tine wou..1. occupy sixty-five 

pe1·ce~.1. ·· oi t e territory'. r. Gol ma n hi se f is fearfu that 1s 

moa.e . .: te n reaso ab e p a wil be re a ed as extreme by the British 

Gove .une 1t, ' . ana ne s es o ot1 er altc rnati ve but extreme v· olence against 

th Brit · s Government w·thin a iew w <s. So even t e par ti tio p an 

ca 1 ot be carried 01 t without the threat of v· olence, and violence is not 

tl ~ co @ o • moac ration. 
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., ,.. ..., . 
o. p~rt·tion :muct be ace ptcd 

T1..1.c Zio is·" s wbo rcmn.in loy to 

cma d tbu.t Greo. Britain fully and honor-

tr,e obli0 n.tions wnic:'1 it bad a::.su.med voluntarily no t Je 

?c cstinc, ti1c Zionists who a.re not stampeded by tbe 

CH,C 01.;;nci c:D of· tHc .. o r o.nd wl o do ,ot believe that either the YiGtuv or tbe 

Je.ds: ?COP~- are so wee. y and snaken a!:. to be :prcparcu to o.cccpt o.ny 

Zlonists I maintain arc not 

c:rtremis·vc. They a.re t: e :prou o.nd loyal followers of Herzl , 1 orciau nnd 

s">Jle did. . n .. wbo by the sweat of their -'-. 
V .. e nd WO,C 

rows ..;. " • :..ooa. 0.1.. tr.eir en: v5 have i .. t !e last .1. fty years been building 

- -..1.Sl"B.C;._ . nder tbe mos "cspero.te an efen 

co ... n., dcfe ti u is not t o be cofu~~ed with 

r;.ocicru.t 0:-1. 

11 ·.rr.c:r. p:::...~o:;oc-ru.~ 'Wi - be un.d.c 
---------------

to us J Go 1..:rnmc .J.." l,..., wnic ... w~ ~,.,,ill find 

~"ru.:.:,r rcu0:Jn·:· le ~ ;-:.d w' ic· ·will meet our :'u .. d01r .. ental need::, and EnticJ.y our 

.,,.. ,.-1 .: o·· ~, 
J.J."-ii. VJ... J.J..:........L. a ... p::.:...at ..... o ~-'··' cc ..,1.,.J. ) ~cbc w ole movement will oe 

?'.:C::?~•-0 , : 2.m Sl!. ... e, to ci ".'\.! t.hcm CV1..;r'-J serious com:;idcration . B· t su.ch ~--------------------------------
to uc y anyone . So f r t ey 

oi certn.in Zio -· sts wno have be~u to a.ct , 

in rc:.;.;.tion ~o ttc Zionist~ wr.o di ,..a...;rce wit t' cm, us if partition w re 

act,~C...:..ly :: r: the bu_: . .:;u.:::;-c proposals arc bound t o be made to s ---- ---------------------------....----
roo"'c·- 0 - ..,-' ..., ... ... ... -L(,,,.,I. I..,\,.; , • f •,.;c do not lose our nerve and if ve o.re not :m· s e d b 
----------·---------------------

")0- i"'cicnl mu ;p lo.tore who ou.tsrr.c. thcm,..clves . - ---------------
It 

u:iti..1. cu:cb ti.r,<:: tr1c:..'e i::; .o-t: in,.,. else or us t o o b t to en. on 

o.s encree·ic,-ly an· dcterm·nedly s heretof ore , ins · stins upon our historic 
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.1,, .l.\.! <.i.l ri r l tS to st·nc, our 1·· ght un ~r the M, ndat . ere 

arc ot". r a o • .1 o itica re it.es in f L: ·tuation, at pr sent. T ere 

be ·ore tnc Zio • st mov m t is a ong the 

J. 1.L: o,._ o • Ilistoric claims a1 a c o the who e of e stinc th t 

wi.; m st coati uc ou • str g c- -a d unio tu t ly the whole of ale stin 

a!> 1 ow co c o mea on -thir o a e t·nc, or w have a ready be n 

V . ct.i zca y cat strop ic ar itio 1n 922 vh n Transjor n was torn 

c1.way." 

s·10 · tly bc{or1.:: I l 1 for tne Wo 1 Zioni,st Cong ·ess in Baslc, a 

s ~"".>oi< s an 1or l, c Arab Oi'~ice cl.eel red that Ar b leaders would r fuse .. 

c t· iu. Co f c • s e ritish uea ing with 

c ?a ti 10 of t c ¥ o y Land, an· that Ar. b c dcr s would refuse to 

att~na. any m etin at w 1c Zionists were pr s nt. ... 
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These reformers were thinking of progress as most men of their 

day did, in terms of a steady advance, an unbroken march forward, rather 

than in terms of a succession of cyclical movements, which, over and again, 

come again and which result only in a slight net advance for mankind. There 

were ample warnings all around them, portents which less romantic eyes did 

appraise more realistically - - signs of an irreconcilable opposition, an 

indurate racial, cultural, economic and religious hostility which had not and 

would not accept the humanistic and democratic synthesis which a revolutionary 

~ 

middle-class capialism had popularized in the nineteenth century, and which was 

destined sooner or later to disintegrate. 

Dr. Isaac M. Wise entertained this same premature confidence that 

mankind was rapidly approaching the era of a universal faith and a universal 
' 

republic. He declared in 1875: 

"Before our very eyes, the world moves onward into the golden age of 

redeemed humanity and the fraternal union of nations, as our prophets thousands 

of years ago have predicted. We are fast approaching the universal democratic 

republic with civil and religious liberty, cemented by the world• s advanced 

intelligence. This century settles old accounts. It is progressive.' The following 

year he declared: "The Jews do not think of going back to Palestine among Beduins 

and sandy deserts, and the nations in power do not want them to go there. No 

European country today would give permission to the Jews to emigrate with their 

wealth or even without it ... lit is all dream and fantasy. The world goes not backward, 

its march is onward, and this will expunge the old race prejudices as well as the 

religious superstitutions of the races .... n 
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And so, when Dr. Wise and his colleagues came to formulate a 

Declaration of Principles for Reform Judaism, as they did in 1885 in Pittsburgh, 

they stated: 

"We recognize, 1n the modern era of univer~al culture of heart and 

intellect, the approaching of the realization of Israel's great Messianic hope 

for the establishment of the kingdom of truth, justice, and peace among all men. 

We consider ourselves no longer a nation, but a religious community, and therefore 

expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship under the sons 

of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish State. 11 

When the Balfour Declaration was issued in 1917. the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis went on record at its Convention in 1918: "We do not 

subscribe to the phrase in the Declaration which says: 'Palestine is to be a 

National Homeland for the Jewish people.11 
•• We are opposed to the idea that 

Pales tine should be considered the Homeland of the Jews ... The ideal of the 

Jew is not the establishment of a Jewish State -- nor the reassertion of Jewish 

nationality which has long been outgrown 11 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis always favored the ~r'l:..,JL 

rehabilitation of Palestine for such Jews as may desire to go there and even 

urged upon Jews the duty to contribute to the reconstruction of the country but 

it remained obdurately opposed to Zionism and to the establishment of a Jewish 

National Homeland. 
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But the sentiment of many of its members, especially of the younger 

~eration, moved steadily away from this doctrina~I} position. Life was 

forcing them to a new orientation. The exponents of the classical, anti-Zionist 

position in the Conference w re soon fighting a rear-guard action. The show­

down came in 1935, at the Chicago Convention. It was now fifty years since the 

Pittsburgh Platform had been adopted. The Conference arfanged for a re­

evaluation of that Platform, more particularly of its position on Zionism. 

Dr: Samuel Schulman of Temple Emanuel, New York, and I were invited 

to present our contrasting views. I had, from time to time, been honored by 

my colleagues by being invited to deliver a sermon or read a paper at their 

conventions on some subject related to Judaism. On all such occasions, I 

urged a new attitude on the pai\of ilhli,t Reform Judaism toward Zionism . In this 

climactic discussion in 1935, I was aNl8 invited to present the Zionist viewpoint. 

This tur1"led out to be the last major debate on the floor of the Conference on the 

subject of Reform Judaism and Zionism. 

Dr. Schulman, in a very scholarly paper, in the main defended the 

Pittsburgh pronouncement on Zionism, although he was far less dogmatic than 

he himself had been in 1918 at the Convention following the issuance of the Balfour 

Declaration. After all, much had happened in ithe intervening years ..... 

Dr. Schulman acknowledged that the strength of what he called the 

nationalist party, consisted in the fact that it had emphasized the importance 

of Israel by calling tt a nation. Indirectly, it had strengthened the backbone 

of Jewish consciousness, although it braced it artificially .... Its weakness was 
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that while it wants to strengthen the backbone of Jewish consciousness, it has 

assimilated away the Jewish soul by making Israel a "goy" like other "goyim", 

a nation like other nations. 

He called for unity and not for bitter controversy among Jews over this 

issue .... "Let us work together, we the religionists and those who differ with 

us .... Not to stand aloof is our aim, but recognizing the value of Palestine for 

hundreds of thousands of our brethren in Israel, let us help increase the 

settlement, at the same time let us bravely uphold the truth that Israel is not 

a "goy" like other "goyim". It always was, it is now and if it is to live at all, 

will always be a ,witness to God." {C. C.A.R. Year Book, 1935, p. 309 ff). 

Thirteen years later, on the eve of the proclamation of the State of 

Israel, when Israel did become a "goy'' like oth r "goyim", Dr. Schulman wrote 

me: "I feel the need of saying to you that I hail the courageous assertion of the 

Jews of Palestine, with pride in their spirit, and I invoke God's blessing upon 

their efforts. May God bless the new State .... May We give ,zictory to the valiant 

defenders of their cout ry and may peace come soon .... I contratulate you upon 

the dignity and brilliance with which you have represented the cause before the 

United ations. " 

In my paper I took issue with the accepted thesis that the Jewish people 

was nothing more than a religious community and that its mission to humanity 

precluded the idea of national restoration. 
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The ideal of the mission of Israel, I maintained, is not a denial, a 

revision or a substitution for any other concept heretofore held basic in 

Jewish thought, but only a supplement, an addition, another bulwark for 

national security. It does not supplant nationalism. It re-enforces it. It 

. 
does not look upon the dispersion as a blessing. It confronts it as a tragic 

fact which, however, must not be permitted to endanger the survival of Israel. 

It does not assume that the Jew must remain in exile in order that Yahweh may become 

the God of all the nations. It does not proclaim that Israel is no longer a 

A 

nation but only a religious community, whose sole rais3_n_~~tre is the conversion 

of the Gentiles. The propheci.es of Second Isaiah ri. g with the recurrent fi!~'t·-1.i.n 

of Isra,:!1 1 s 1pi1 ,v1..c~1~ •.16 restoration to Palestine. When the prophets speak of 

Restoration they are not thinking of "the colonization of Palestine as a philanthropic 

effort deserving of general support" (a concession made to Palestine even by 

anti-Zionist Reform Rabbis), but of the rebuilding of the political life and home 

of the Jewish nation. 

Zion~rebuilt and Israel ingathered are the passionate themes of the prophets 

following the exile, an.d they did not regard them as being in any way irreconcilable . 
with the hope of converting the whole world to Yahweh. 

Any one who attempts to exploit the historic Mission Idea of Israel as an 

argument against Jewish nationalism or against the rebuilding of Palestine or in 

justification of the Galut is guilty of gross distortion of an idea which is very clearly 

and unambigously defined in its original sources. The prophets did not believe that 

the Jews should continue to live in exile, nor that they should welcome the 

Dispersion as a blessing for the sake of their mission. 
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ation, race, land, language were always vital and indispensable concepts 

in Jewish life, indissolubly associated of course with religion. It was never a 

case of one or the other. They were all one, organically united. There were 

times when one or the other had to be stressed. Whenever orie of these factors 

of survival was threatened, the strong instinct of the people rallied to its 

defense. Hence in our history we find eras of accentuation of on~ or another 

of these several concepts and eras of attenuation. But never was any one of them 

abandoned - - until the time of the Reform Rabbis of Germany which is, of course, 

a very recent and seemingly a rapidly vanishing phenomenon. 

A Messianic hope not bound up with the restoration of Israel to Palestine 

1s simply not found in Jewish religious literature anywhere from the time of the 

Seconcl Isaiah to our own day. National restorati on was the very heart of the 

Messianic ideal from its very inception. To substitute for this national ideal an 

anti-national, nebulous Messianic Age, on the plea of religious evolution, is to 

be guilty not of revision but of distortion. It is both new and counterfeit. 

It is idle, of course, to talk of our people as no longer a nation but a 

religious community, ·n the face of the fact that millions of Jews are today 

recognized by the law of nations as national minorities in Poland, Lithuania, 

Czechoslovakia, millions more as a distinct nationality in Soviet Russia, where 

an autonomous Jewish region is actually being built, and hundreds of thousands 

in Palestine where a Jewish homeland is being jcreated under the terms of a 

mandate of the League of Nations which recognizes not only the national existence 

of the Jewish people but its historic claim to a national home. It is not only 

idle today to repeat the "retgirus-community" shibbolet of the early Reformers 

but also quite fantastic. 
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be retrieved, and, whether in Palestine or in the diaspora, we shall move 

forward unafraid upon the road of our destiny." 
II 

The discussion of my paper 6i~ved so~ that at one o'clock in 

the morning the Conference which was meeting in a club in the suburbs of Chicago, 

decided not to adjourn ~ session but to return to the headquarters hotel in the 

city, and there to resume the discussion. This was done and it was not until the 

early hours of tre morning that the session finally adjourned. 

It was at this Conferenca that the traditional opposition of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis to Zionism was finally officially abandoned. 

It was replaced by a position of benevolent neutrality. It left the acceptance 

or rejection of the Zionist program to the determination of the individual members 

of the Conference themselves, and it further resolved that the Conference would 

continue to cooperate in the up-building of Palestine. 

Two years later, when a new set of guiding principles for Reform Judaism, 

the so-called Columbus Platform, was adopted to replace the Pittsburgh Platform 

of 1885, it declared: 

"In the rehabilitation of Palestine, the land hallowed by memories and 

hopes, we behold tre promise of renewed life for many of our brethren. We 

affirm the obligation of all Jewry to aid in its upbuilding as a Jewish homeland 

by endeavoring to make it not only a haven of refuge for the oppressed, but also 

a center of Jewish culture and spiritual life. " 

In February, 1942, I was invited to deliver the sermon at the convention 

of the Central Conference of American Rabbis which met that year in Cincinnati. 

c.. 
The time and the city were chosen to coincide with the Centenary ~cteb1at.i~ of 

the founding of the congregation twhich (bears the name of Isaac Mayer Wise·, 
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and whose pulpit Dr. Wise occupied for many years. Commenting on this convention, 
a 

the "Reconstructionist"/magazine of reform within Conservative Judaism stated 

that "The Convention of American Rabbis which took place recently demonstrates 

again tand quite forcefully the happy capacity of Reform Judaism for self-examination, 

self-criticism and fresh adjustment .... The Conference sermon preached by 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver from the pulpit occupied for many years by Isaac Mayer 

Wise , set the theme for the ro nvention. The sermon was a moving experience , and 

a penetrating critique of Reform Judaism .. .. Additional proof of the central 

importance of Zionism, logically a spiritual concept synonymous with Judaism, 1n 

contemporary Reform Jewish thinking, was the bold and vigorous plea of Dr. Silver 

for Jewish nationalism and for a Jewish homeland in Palestine, a plea which he 

coupled in his sermon with one for greater consecration to God, Torah, and Israel 

and which was enthusiastically received y the vast majority of the Conference 

members." 

It was at this (onference that a resolution endorsing a Jewish army for 

Palestinian Jewry was adopted over the bitter opposition of the "old guard". 

The resolution read: "The Central Conference of American Rabbis adds its voice 

to the demand that the Jewish population of Palestine be given the privilege of 

establishing a military force which will fight under its own banner on the side 

of the democracies under allied command, to defend its own land and the Near 

East to the end that the victory of democracies may be hastened everywrere." 
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