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d quat&ly tsll you th" story of abb i Silv r's address 
e lu y . Perh ps some day words vr.i.11 b coined that ca. describ 

such n. supr m City Club m mb rs rho w r there - and th re were over six 
hu dred of th m • l Jl you it w so e of the most eloqu tad i spiri•g addresses 

v r 0 iv n be for City Club of Cl v 1 c1 • __T.Q_ thia.. _. ,...g dd :=~ -t.: - I.(. ~---.----=----• fi~-;;;-,,,-.r ae ply grat ful to you - for your ki dn ss i comi g to us for 
for your sple di lYgift to us after comi u • 

Rabbi Silv arers who lled th 
vigor ace bu r th visdo di 
c t r d o the top e.tio Aft r th far". 
public schoole o C , ad T ~chere'Cl b of 
his cos ti . to yto to bri th m th 
hich ara day. 

St el auditorium. His youth o»d 
ight shm i his address, whidl 

He ta .. e a. k 1 terest L the 
"ciels felt th me 1 e fortu ate at 
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Th e thusiEiem of th 

0 st p orv r . ! vo-t.. c 
oratory quic ly t rall d th 

d ( o r me. r k bl ~ 11 ; .r 
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a t~ City 01 o lq3t, Scl:,:trda R bbi iJr i-■ • 

~ * * Th• 1 bl audi c tot 11• d B llro m 
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lo· ad ff ctiv ap c . . 
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by .abbi ~bba Hill 1 Silv r of Cl v 1 d. Th as mbly 1 th ltrg t g th rd at a y 
me ti of th Club, ch er d Rabbi Silv r for :s veral mi ut e at ths co clu io of his 

ddr ee • 
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Ohio State Journal, April 24~ 1919 - 0cc ion of Victory Loan 
It is se.iu over two thousA.nd late c m9rs were unable to g 

campaign. 
i admit a.nee to i,emorial Hall 

j mmed with standin~ people. 1st evenin. Both the lobby the side vestibules were 
Ra i Silver poke for nea l The crowd s t . i h ld under a ma.

0
ici n 1 s svay. 

Steubenville, Ohio 3e z t, e, J , , 18, 192 2 
Only one •: th or s rem a IOO.rvelous voc'lbul ry such. s his and o e ith th thinkinu 

o r, the remark ble bility l'ld the -r a ne s of .9 lJi A.H.Silver of Clevel nd, could 
attempt to describe h"s o d r 11 addr before the Chamber of Conmerce Forum tod y, 

•r s l P in he ba.nqu t room oft. en Hot 0 l. * * * * 
dd ss of Ra bi Si v9r ·r•s ro l th mos u. elo uen+.., nd e most 

I 
po r ul / t s v r been heard bY, th vh .b r of ommerce Forum. The words flowed 
"dth eloquencA frot the ind o ·uly 0 re t. t ~in' , one ;ho has come to thin of tne 
trul reat thin~s in this life them rvelous ereafter . 



Reflection Herald, (Kiwanis Cl~b) 
Norwalk, Ohio 
May 17th, 1922: 

• Jabbi S11Ter of wae the speaker at the Kinnie 
, / lacheon this noon nd g ter eloquence., more superb oratory, 
V Norwalk neyer hear was the tr•t of the year.• 

The Peoria Transcript, (Uai~eraity Clubt 
Peoria., Ill, 
lcr,ember 25th, 1922: 

V 

• Habbi S11Ter., altho~ a yo finished orator.-
... ,, He 1a more - he is a p losopher whose O'lltlook llpOll eocia.l 
pro blema 1• thought- rovokin ud ine}jrj.ing. He breathes the apirit 
of the aew times w1 the1 characteristic courage aud contempt for 
convention". 

Erie., 1' 
•• Club: 

"EYerywhere he makes a most pfofoi.md impres ion. ab.rally 
gifted with rare oratoriul abil.1-ty., with which he combines the 
resu.lt of OFlendid training deep study, he coats hie admirere, 
Gntlle ad Jew alike., bJ' th thouaands and ha1 come to be one of 
the most sought for nd b men in the ministry. Convention•, 
frate1nal organizat ne, iYic bod1•• and clubs make great demands 
on hie time. His 1 o& engagement was arranged for more than 11x 
months ago." 

Scranton, Pa. 
Y."' H.A. -

V 

"Pabbi Abba Hillel Sil~er; en of the most enlightening and 
impre111•• lecture, heard by a l"mlton t.udience waa the addreee 
of ~bbi S11Ter in our audit =. He won hi• liltenera~attention 
and they would have stayed e night through if only the"iil••r" 
tongued orator would conti ue. His eub3ect 1 "Prejv.dice and How 
to eet It," was forcibly and fearleaaly deliYered. He proTed 
himaelf a11 adept t anal eis, .B1t •••~ ,,ot-.a:•• end t•o1al cb•111•• 

Hens conaidere 
ad deserves all 

by m y to be the be1t we ever had in our o ity 
e p aise that wa• meted O\lt to him". 

Quoted from a letter writtn 
by a.ors• w. Colanan, Dir.ator and 
aiatnaaa of the Ford Hall Fora., 
Bo•ton, K•••• - Karoh 23, 1923. 

J "Yo do not need to be 
waa a red-letter oocas on 
seating 1,000 and• in 
ain\lte1 before the JII 1 

d that ·YO\lr night at Ford Hall 
the hlatory of our :nu,.a. After 

300., we had to oloat th• door• tn 
begaa aad t.naed. away other hadred1. 



• 
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Yo,ar message carried us all with you and made those of us who 
are Christiane as pro d of you a.1 any Jew could be. It was a delizht 
to ue to provide the platform and the occasion for auoh a noble address. 
I am 1ure you =ast haYe feld how completely the audience wae with you. 11 
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t at c u•ed r com , t t 1 n any other. 

- Doo b r 17, 1919 
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on 
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TO CELEBRATE DR. SILVER'S TENTH AN 'IVERSARY -----

The Temple of Cleveland will celebrate on May 25th the 

Tenth Anniversary of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's ministry in that 

congregation. The celebration will take on the character of a 

civic demonstration, as Dr. Silver has been active in tne 

leadership or many movements within the community. 

Dr. Silver succeeded the late Rabbi Moses J. Gries, in 

1917. During hie ten-years occupancy of The Temple pulpit, the 

membership of the Congregation has doubled. It now numbers 1 

families and is perhaps the largest Jewish Reform Congregation 

in .America. The Religious School of The Temple and its High 

School number more than 1400 children, an the Temple Women•s 
A " Association JIA,ll~ 1650 on its membership roster. During the 

ministry of Dr. Silver and under his leadership, the beautiful 

new Temple at Ansel Road and East 105th Street was built, at a 

cost of $1,350,000, and dedicated in 1924. Tbe New Temple is 

ackno ledged to be one of the finest examples of religious 

architecture in the country, and it is credited with having 

given a new direction to Synagogue architecture in America. 

II 
In his pulpit and in his li,e l!lgiette eehod!:, 

" has sought to emphasize the positive values of Jewish life and 

to stre s both the prophetic elements which are common to all 

progressive religions as well as the specifically Jewish modes 

of life and thought. He endeavored to bridge the gulf between 

conservative and liberal Judaism. His ten years of service have 

-1-



American Governor of the Jewish National Fund. He was among 

those who founded the Palestine Economic Council and was 

President of the Palestine Economic Leagues. He has partici

pated actively in the many campaigns for Palestine, as well as 

for Je ish Foreign Relief. 

During the war Dr. Siler went abroad for the American 

Committee on Public Information and at the request of the French 
High Commission to the United States. He was decorated by the 

French Government for conspicuous service. 

Dr. Silver graduated from the Hebrew Union Colle ge in 

1915 and served as Rabbi in Wheeling for t wo years before being 

called to Cleveland. In 1925 the Hebrew Union College conferred 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity for his post-graduate 

studies. Hie book on 'Messianic Speculations in Israel" will be 
published by tbe Macmillan Company in May. 

Dr. Silver is a member of the Board of Governors of the 

Hebrew Union College, member of the Educational Commission of 

the Union of American Hebrew Oongregatiom, and of the Board 

of The Je ish Publication Society. 
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Dur1Jlg the ar, Dr. Silver wen• abroad tor the An'8rican Committee on 
Public Information and t the re uest ot the lrenoh High Oo~aaion to the 
United Stat••• Be was deoor ted by the Pre:noh Government tor conapiououa 
aervioe. 

Dr. Silver grad te from the Rebre Union Oolleae 1n 1915 and 
served as Rabbi in eeli ror to 7ear1 before being called to Oleveland. 
ln 1925 the Hebrew Un1on Colle e conferred upon b1m the degree ot Doctor ot 
D1v1n1t7 for his post-graduate atudi a. Bia book on "Mea11a.n10 Speoulat1ona 
in Iara l" will be published by the ·aomUl Oomp DJ in 8:J• 

Dr. Silver is a member ot the Joard of Governors of the Hebrew Union 
Colle e, member of the Edu tional Commission of the Union ot American 
Hebrew Congregations, ond of the .Board of the Jewish Publication Sooiet7. 



TO CELEBRATE DR. SILVER I S TENTH ANNIVERSARY 

The Temple of Cleveland will oelebrate, on May 25th, the Tenth Anniversary of Dr. Abbe. Hillel Silver's ministry in that congregation. The celebration will take on the character of a civic demonstration, as Dr.Silver has been active in the leadership of many movements within the community. 

Dr. Silver succeeded the late Rabbi Moses J. Gries, in 1917. During his ten-years occupancy of The Temple pulpit, the membership of the Congregation has doubled. It now numbers 1~75 families and is perhaps the largest Jewish Reform Congregation in America. The Religious School of The Temple and its High School number more than 1400 children, and the Temple Women's Association bas 1650 on its membership roster. During the ministry of Dr. Silver and under his leadership, the beautiful new Temple at Ansel Road and East 105th Street was built, at a cost of 11,350,000, and dedicated in 1924. The new Temple is acknowledged to be one of the finest examples of religious architecture in the country, and it is credited with having given a new direction to Synagogue .architecture in America. 

' In hie pulpit and in his system of religious education, Dr. Silver bas sought to emphasize the positive values of Jewish life and to stress both the prophetio elements which are common to all progressive religious as well as th specifically Jewish modes of life and thought. He endeavored to bridge the gulf between conservative and liberal Judaism. His ten years of service bave left their imprint upon the Jewish community of Cleveland, which stands today more united in spirit and readier to co-operate in broad community purposes than at any time inits history. 

Dr. Silver led in the organization of the Cleveland Bureau of Education in 1924, which fosters a community-wide program of Jewish Education for Orthodox and Reform Jews alike. The Bureau supports all the existing Talmud Torahs as well as the free Sabbath Schools of the City. Dr. SilTer bas been President of the Bureau since its inception. 

Dr. Silver has been actively identified with the social service interests of Cleveland. He is a member of the Board of the Associated Charities, the Je ish Welfare Federation and the Council Educational Allianoe. He is Honorary Vice President of the Consumers League of Ohio. In 1921 he was chosen one of the arbitrators in the great Builders• strike of that year and he has arbitrated in numerous other industrial disputes. At the forthcoming lational Conference of Social Workers in Dee Moines, in May, Dr. Silver will be the speaker at the joint rally of delegates and oitizens, his subject being 1 The Church and Social Justice". 

Dr. Silver has been a leader in Zionist activities in America. He is Vice President of the Zionist Organization of America; member of the Actions Committee of the World Zionist Organization and .lmerioan Governor of the Je ish Rational Fund. He was among those who founded 
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the Palestine lconomio Council and was President of the Palestine 
Economic League. He baa participated actively in the many campaigns f or 
Palestine, as well as for Jewish roreign Relief. 

Du.ring the war, Dr. Silver went abroad for the American Committee 
on Public Information and at the request of the French High Commission 
to the United States. He was decorated by the French Government for 
a:onspiouous service. 

Dr. Silver graduated from the Hebrew Union College in 1915 a nd 
served as Rabbi In Wheeling for two years before being called to 
Cleveland. In 1925 the Hebrew Union College conferred upon him the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity for hie post-graduate studies. His 
book on "Messianic Speculations in Israel" will be published by 
the acmillan Company in May. 

Dr. Silver is a member of the Board of Governors of the Hebre 
Union College, member of the Educational Oommiesion of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, and of the Jewish Publication Society. 
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FACTS ·: I -o RA..B.BI ABBA HILLEL .:)ILV.12 

~or Jan. 28th, 1893, received his ed cation at the University 

of Cinci nati. Graduated from He re Union College 1915. Received 

his Doctor of Divinity degree i~ 1925. In 1928 he s honored by 

estern Reserve University witi1 the a.agree of Doctor of Liter ture. 

Rabbi ' ilver is .. menber of t 'i1e -ational Chile .. Labor Co ittee, 

Vice President of the Consumers Leage of Ohio, r ember of the oard 

of the Clevel2n.d Associated harities a..~u the 1ederated Jewish 

Cnarities and of the Board of Directors of the City Club. 

~enber of the ~zecutive om.~ittee of the 'orld 

Zionist Org izati on and ·of the Je ish ~gene~, enber of the Bo~rd 

of Governors oi the ere Union College a.~d - resi ~ent of the 

Bureau of J e ish Edu.cat·on of Cleveland. 

R oo i ilver ,as decor ed by t. e re c .. 

service during t r.e ;;orld t1. • 

ent for consnicuous 



rROM THE SPEAKERS BJREAU OJ' THE 
OHIOAGO J'ORUM OOUNOIL 
316 Plymouth Oourt, 
Chicago, Illinois. SEASON 1938-1929. -

Born: 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Rabbi, The Temple, Cleveland, Onio. 

SUBJEO'l'S 
_/.~ 
i'a.ooPaoy at the Cross-Roads 
Ia Progress a Mr.th? 
Jew a.nd Christian - Will they Ever Meet? 
The Rising Tide of Oboler 
The J'undamental Needs of Human Life 
le ITolution the ~oe of Religion 
What is Happening to the .American Home? 

n.. ~~ ~~ ~ ,L.~A.,,.. • Lithuania, 1893 ~ rT--,, ,- J 

Education: A. B. University of 01ncinnat1, 1915; rabbi Hebrew 
Union Col~ege, 1915; D.D., 1935. L~,-,-·~- w~~ ~ ~~ 

Activities: Rabbi Silver waa a minister for two years in Wneeling, West Virginia and at the age of twenty-four was called to tne pulpit ~f The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio,~ 1 the· largest Iiaeral BYl:lagogue in America. 
Member: He is a member af toe Eaeeuti~e B,ard 8entral eonferenee • ...u.-.PM"91::Wdsrie; Tu t tr Commission of Jewish Education of Union of American Hebrew Oongregatipne; member Executive Board Consumers• League of Ohio; Member Board of Governors, Hebrew Union College; member of Board Jewish Publn. SocietJ of America~ member of Board. rederated Jewish Onarities of Cleveland; member of Board Cleveland Associated Oharitiea; President Bureau of Jewish Education, Cleveland; . ~~a~,~- !}ce-President, Zionis~ Organization of America andmember ~ World War, at request of Governments of U. s. and ~ J'ranoe. He was decorated by tne rrenon GoTernment. 
Author: $1eaa1an1o Speculation in Israel•, whion was published 

by the Maollillan Company in 1927~ n, - 9~J-~ ~~~ i-J..-,~ (~,l'1\...g) ~-.,,,.--, 

1 c,-~ ~lfu \ y.1tJJ. 

'b~,1\:;~V(l. ~. 



BI GRAPHI AL ~CTt> 

RE: RAB I ABBA HILLEL dILV 

Dr. Silver is Ra bi of the ~emple, Clevelan~, Ohio, one 
of the largest Liberal Jewish congregations in erica 

He is ~ice President of the Zionist Organization of eri a, 
a member of the xecutive ommittee of the· orld Zionist 
Organiz tion and of the Council oft e Je ish ency. 

He is on the rational vhild La or Committee, the American 
Civil Liberties Unlon. the Co mittee on alitaris in 
Edu~ation , Vice President of the Cons era League of Ohle; 
.:ember of President Hoover's Unemployment Relief ComJittee. 

Raooi Silver is a member of the Bo d of Gover~ors of the 
Hebrew Union College, the Co isaion oft e Hillel Foundation 
and President of the leveland Bureau of Jewish Education. 

He is the a thor of 11.essi nic ~pee lations in Israel," 
,.The Deoocratic Impulse in Je s stor II and "Religion in 
a ging ?orld. 11 
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BIOGllAPRICjL :ACH 3 
RE i BI ABBA HIT.LEL SILYD. 

Dr. SllYer la Babbi of the Temple. Clewland. Ohio. GM 
of the larpn Liberal Jewiah congregation• 1n America. 

He 1• Vice Preaiclent ~ the Zioniat Organisation ot America. 
a mea'ber of the EzecutiYe Calllmittee of the World Zlonlat 
Organisatloll and of the Coanoil of the J•lah Agf;mc7. 

He ie on \he ational Child Labor Oonnlt\N, the r1ca 
Clril Llberilea Unioa. ti» Com1 tlM on illtari• 1n 
E4ucatiOII and i• Vice Pre■1clent ot the ConlJUlllen Le~ 
of Ohio. 

:bbl SllTer la a --b•r of the Board of CJoTernora of th■ 
Halanlr Ua1oa. Coll p, the Commlaaion of the Hillel J'oatatloa 
and PrealUDt of the CleTeland Bureau ~ J ewlah Bd.uoatloa. 

He 1• tbe au\bor ot " ... 1an1c ~pecul.atlou 1D IarMl, • 
•!be ».mocralic IJlipd.1N la J•1ah Hi•t~ and •Bellgioa 1n 
a Clbuglna orld. • 
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Borns J'anua.17 28'11,1893, inatadt, Schirwindt, Lithuania 

A. B. Univerait7 ot Cincinn ti, 1915, bi, HeDNw Union College, 1915 
D. D. 1925: Litt. D. from eatern aene UniYerait7, 1929. 

Married Jan. 2d, 1923 to Virginia Rorkheimer in eling, • Va. 

Ohildra: Daniel Jerfllll1 and hael D Yid 

bbl Congregation L1 Sbama.71m, eling, 1915 - 17 
Rabbi The temple, CleYeland, Ohio aince 1917 

M . eo. Comnitt•• orld Zioniat Org: am. Council ot Jeriah Ag~q; 
V. Pr••· Zionist Org. of rica: B~ rd of Governor• Hebr• Union College: 
Board Jewiah Publication Society ot rica: • Commiaaion of Hillel 
loundation; . at 11. Child Labor Com , ittee; rioan CiTil Liberti•• 
Union; :Board, aaociated Charitiea of Cleveland; e. C ittee on 

llitari1111 in due tion: V. Prea. Con er•• League of Ohio; Charter em. 
Ohio Race Betterment .A.aa•n.; ea. Cleveland Bureau. of Jewiah 4ucation; 
0 iaaion on Jewiah ducation of Union of American Hem-ff Conga.: Mem. 
Central Conference of rican Rabbi•• 

Cluba: .Alathiana, 0 ood, I. O. B. B., City Club 

Author ot " eaaianic Speculation• in ler 1 Pua. 1927 - ~ .... illan Oo. 
"'.rbe ocr tlo I ulae in Jewi 1 tor7" Pub. 1928, Bloch Pub. Co. 
Contribu.ting ditor orld Unity." 

a• 1D ance during orld ar at requeat ot Government• of U. . and ranee. 
eoorate4 b7 en.ch Governmant. 
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~'.ACTS CONCJ:BNING 

RABBI ABB.A. HILLEL SILVER 

Born Jan. 28th. 1893, einstadt, Schirwindt, Lithuania; Xlil 
Educated Univ. of Cincinnati.~ B. 1915; Hebrew Union College, 
Rabbi 1915; D. D. 1925; Litt D. 1928, ,estern Reserve University. 
as editor of "Hebrew Union College Monthly" and of literary 

magazine of the Univ. of Cincinnati "The Scribe." 

Rao-bi Cong. L1 Shem Shamayim. Wheeling, 1915-1917; The Temple, 
Cleveland since 1917. • 

em. Actions Committee World Zionist Organization 
.American me~. Int~rnationa Directorate Jewish ationa d. 
,em. Founders• Board of the Bezalel Art ~chool, Jerusalem. 

President Bure u of Jewish ducation, Cleveland 
Board of Governors Hebrew Union College 
Coimnittee on Jewish 3ducation of Union of .American Hebrew Congs. 
Board of Jewish Publication Society of America 
of Com:nission ill.le~oundat ion. 

Vice Pres. of Consumers' Leage of Ohio 
.:em. Board vleveland Associated Chari tiee 
Mem. of Boa.rd Federation of Jewish Charitie 
.. em. ational Co ittee opposed to. ilitdJ Tr 
.em. xec. Co ittee for Larger egional Govt 

... em. at 11. hild Labor Com.111 ttee. 

in in Schools and College 
Cleveland ~ 

as in ranee during • orld ar at requests of Governments of u. s. and ranee 
Decorated by rench overnment. 

Author of 11 , essianic ~peculations in Israel 11 ( ac illan 1927) 
"Democratic Impulse in Jewish History" (Bloch 1928) 

Res. 10311 Lake Shore Blvd., Of ice: The Temple E. 105th & Ansel Rd. Cleveland. 
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A lIILLmts 

Born Jan. 28, 1893, eluta4,, Schil'Windl, Lltlment.a; 
acm o••• an Dlana ( :searnon) 11ver; ed. Uni Y. of C1nc1Jma,l, A. B. 
1915; Hebrew Union Coll., Rabbi 1915; D. D. 1925& Ll\l.D. l 28, eat m 
Beaen. Univ. aa editor of ebrn Union oll ge ontbl¥" d of lltera17 
-~::.caw1lne of the niv. ot Cincln tl ribe". •• Virginia Hork:heimer 
Jan.2d,192J. one child,Daniel Jersq b. 192!. bb1 ong. L' ihem ~UQ~ • 

ellng, 1915-1917: The T le, Cleveland •1nce 1917. 
• tiona Conm1ttee orld Zlonlat 0rgan1satlon 

American • International D1reo\orate Jewlah alional 
em. oader• 1 d of the .Bezalel t Sc ol, J eru.a am 

-----------------
ot J wiah du.c tion, Clevland 

. of Ternora ebrn Union Coll 
e • ilt • on Jewla ducation ot Union ot ric Heb. Co :,•• 

' em. Board o J wiah blic tion ciet ot rica 
em. of C 1aalon 111•1 oundation. __ ,_,_,.. _____ _ 

Vice 
. Cleveland .laaoclate4 Cbaritie1 

rd ederat1on ot Jew1 
• Co 1tt .. oppoH4 to 
• Board lean Clvll Li r\ie 
• • ...... n-. - 41,-1 t tee for r 1o l velad 
. 1. 14 Labor c__._ t ____ ..., _________ _ 

aa in e during orld at re 
oorate4 oy ench Govt. 

thor of eaalanic ;peouiatiom Israel" (MJ.Clllll-~llan 1927) 
ocratlc Impulae ln Jewi1h Blatory' ( loch 1928) 

Contrlbut ditor of orld nit7 
--------------
Rea. 10311 Lake re lvd.,O floes The T . 105th t. at el cl. • 1 nl , o. 
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CTij OUT RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

B HILLEL SIL VER 

DATE OF Bmm: January 28 th,1893, Teinstadt, $ch1rwindt, Lith ia 

0 !RS ID • • iana. Se on 

. B. from Univeraity of C1ncimiat11915; Fabbi, Hebrew Union College, 1915 
D. D. 1925; Litt. :J. J? rom ·· eatern Reaene Univeraity, 1929 

arried Ja.TJ.. 2d, 1923 to Virginia Horkheimer in eeling, • V. 

Children: J a.TJ.iel Jeremy and apha.el avid. 

i ngreP-ation L' ,::ihem 'hamayim, fueeling, 1915-17 
i -he_ mple, Cleveland, 0 lo since 1917 

em .. xec. Jo ittee ·orld Zioni t Org; em. ouncil of Jewish ency; 
v. ea. Zionist Org.9f rica; Eo · d of overnors ebrcw Union College; 
Bo d Jewi h Publicr1tion ~iety o:t I rica; em. Co mi aion of Hillel 

oun tion; . . • :.t 1l. Ghil L or C 11.tae; ric 1vil Liberties 
Union; o d, seoci ted Chn.ritida of CleTeland; 'em. Co ttee on 

ilitariam in ,du.cation; V. es. Con r's of Ohio; Chrter . . 
Ohio Race Betterment • level of J iah due tion; 
C 1 ion on Je iah ion o ni n of ebrew Co •• ; .'em. 
Centr 1 Conference of Americ abbia. 

Clubs: Al thian, 0 oo , I. • • • • ity \,; lub 

uthor of 1an1c Specul tiona in I rael" . 1927 ill Co. 
e·.;.Qcratic l • i.a J 11 Ili tory" J; o. 1928, Bloch. 

Contribut ,d.itor ""orld Unity." 

• in ii'rance duri orld ,ar at r qu at of v-~·-ento of u. •. nd ance. 
ecorated by ranch Government. 



FACT CONC BI B.l HILLEL SILVER 

CL V AND OHIO 

om Jan. 28th, 1893, rece1 •d hla education. at the Unlv•r•itf' 

of Cincinn ti. Graduated from Hebrew Union College 1915. R ceived 

hi• Docior of DiTinity degree in 1925. In 1928 he waa honoNd b7 

••t•rn B 1ene University with the degree ol octor ot Literature. 

1 1lvo la memb rot the ational ~ld Labor Commit\••• 

Vice Preaident of the Conll\1Dlera Leagua ot Ohio, member ot the oard 

of the Cleveland saociated O riti•• the ederated Jewiah 

Chari tie• and of the o d of Diraotor1 of t e City Olull. 

He 1• al10 member of the ecutiw Committee of the orlcl 

Zionist Org~i■ation and ot the Jewi■h .Agency • raem r of the oard. 

of Governor• of the Hebrew Onion Oollege d Pre aid.en t of \he 

'Bureau of Jewi■h du.cation of OleTeland. 

a.bbl ~11 ver wa■ dtoorat•d 17 the Fren.oh Govm-DD14tnt for conapicuoua 

aerrtce during the orld ar. 

Rabbi Silver was minister of Congregation L1 Shem Sharnayim, Wheeling, 

W. Va., 1915 - 17. He has been rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland since 

1917. 

He is the author of "Mess ianic Speculations in Israel" Pub. 1927 

facmillan Co., 11 The Democratic Impulse in Jewish History11 Pub. 1928, 

"Bloch. Contributing.Editor, 11 World Unity. 11 
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l'or o'• Who in .America. Yol. 17 - 1932-33 

SlLfD. aba Hillel, Babbl; b. hlna'-41, Schlr. lndl, 
L1 \huaala, Jan. 28, 1893; •• Mo••• 8114 Diana (5€•on) 
SllYerJ A..B. from UnlYeret.17 ot Clnclnna\1, 1915; rabbi 
Hebrew Union Coll., 191.6, D.D., 1925; Lltt.D., ••ten 
Baaene, 1928; m. Ylrcinia, d. Lou!• and Clanentlne 
Horkhetmer, of eel.inc, f. Ya., Jan. 2, 1923; chllclren, 
Daniel Je'Nlq, Bapbael Dold. Ba.bbl, Concrecallon, 
L•Shem Sb•qim, eellnc, 1915-17, !be 'f81DJ)le, Clne
lencl, •lnce 1917. Prea. Bur. ot Jewlab ldn. Clnelancl; 
••P• Connaer•' Leaca,e ot Oblo; Zlonl•I Orp. of 
.America; M•• Council of Jewiah ~enq tor Palea,1u; 
mem. lat. Child Labor Com.: Com. on llllttariam la Un.; 
aer. C1Yll Llb rtlea Ulllon: Meal. Exec. Central Cont . 
.Amer. B.al,ble; Board of GoYernora, Beb. Unlon College: 
Board of Hillel J'oundal'-on: Coanm, on Jewlah .r-dn. of 
Union of .Am. Hebrew Coil%: Clneland Aeaocla\e4 
Charitle•: Man. Pruld•' Hoover'• UaelllploJll81ll i.llet 
Coaalaalon, 1931; Cbar\er m. Ohio Bae• llettermee\ 
.uan.; 11am. Xal. orld Court Com. In heace, orld 

ar; cl.ecorated b7 :Jltench GoYt. ClubaJ Alath18D8, 
0 ood. Cl'7. Jalhor: Mesalanlc Specula\lou ln 
lar el, 1927; Delllocratlo lapal•• la Jeidah ·a1a\o17, 
1928i Belicion ln a ~~ orld, 1 30. Con\bc. 
edllor, orld Onl\7. a-.: 10011 Laa Shore Bl.Yd. 
Offlcel The hmple, • 105\h st. ~-1 Bd. • 
CleYeland. o. 
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LI ST OF liBBI SIL UR I S SOBJJCTS 
1935-193' 

1. MY Y:lil .ABBOAD 

(labbi Silver spent the la.at 7ear abroad cm a leaYe 
of absence fram hi• TGPl •• Be Ti ai ted a.nnav, 
Jranc• • I taq • Csechoalovald.a, Swl tserland, -,pt 
and Paleatine. Be studied co Ddi tiou in theee 
CO'Wltri•• and contacted w1 th their outstanding 
political leader• such aa Muaaolill1, President 
Masaryk and ot.hera). 

2. HITLEi' S G-BiAff 

3. THE JGI OJ' DICT.ilOBS 

4. P~TIH UI/ISIDD 

5. J AND CHlUSTUJi, IILL IJ!ln l.'V:&R llD'!? 

6. ULIGIOll Ill A CHilGiliD lom.D 

7. ttBERAI,I J.! !EIE CBOSSBO.ADS 

a. E.A!l? IS H.AP.P»mlG !0 'lil AMER!C.AJT HOD 

9. mE JOUli MAJOR TmDIICIIS II J:aISR LUK 

10. IS PIOGDSS A IIY!B? 



FOR J3 'ISH 
Summ r o 

JC1CLOP1EDI 
1934 

1. .~e~ber of JOV rnor hit e I s i ion Comrni ion on UnemploymFmt Insur - nee 

2. ppointed oy Pr si ent H0 v r on 

3. TIO .AL CiiILj) LA.dOR CO .. iITTEE 

4. co. , r·rTEE ff . IL!~ RIS ,i I 1 EDU"' YIOH 

5. 

6. 

7. DL ..- TOR 

CI IL LI.c3:PTIES 

• T O RACE ::5ETTE ... :EJ· 

..ol H CO li1 

SSOCIATIO 

8. VI Cu-? t£SIDE. T CO lSU .l"IBS 1 13 GU~ OF , IO 

9. 'iORLD C OR CJ IT::~ 

10. CLE 1..;,L ·n ASSOCIAT D C. !TI .JS 

11. : RIC R~D CROSS, CL.;J ~LAND O. I O, c.:.) 

12. CL~V=I JE rs· . EL ... A.."qE FED_.· !Ox 

1 . BO D o_ I _LEL FOU TI O 

14. DI ECi'OR JE -s IO SOvIErY 

15. iI"E-Pr:E IDE . _ 0 -s 13 DE F R E 7 . .:., E o-- I s .. IST zrr~. 



SUGGESTED SUBJECTS - xx 1935-36 

THE CAULDRO OF EUROPE - South Side Hebrew Congreg. tion 

EDUCATING OUR CHILDr-.E F CR HE __, DAY - Iowa St · te eachers Ass 1n 

THE C GING STATUS 0~, THE JE r THE ,iOD .. LD 



1. !HE CHRIS LAlI-JE ISH TRADITIO?l -- D THRE.ATE S I! Ill 7.. 
THE 0~ ORLD 

2. so Al3EBRA: I S OF DY 3 

3. TH GS I DO OT IEVE IN 

4. EDUC I G I 
T 

• . 



1) H ULD CHURCH .ND AG GUE FIGHT CO :.i U Ic-11? 

) Ha T FOGT BOUT A TI-S~ ITI 

3) HOBLfil ... OF HU ~Ll- LIFE 1 FLECT 'D N THE BIBL 

4) SO .. E ABERRATIONS OF UR DAY 

5) TH CHRI TIAN-JK/I H TRADITIO - AD HA'l' TIRI1.1 TEtS I T IN THE 
f, ODE O D. 

6) HO LIB LS DEF AT THE J ... ELV 



SUGGESTED LECTURE SUB,lECTS 
Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

19'7.7-38 

1. The Christian-Jewish Tradition - And \\hat Threatens It in the 
Modern World . 

2 . Some Aberrations of Our Day. 

3. Things I Do Not Believe In . 

4 . Educating Our Children for the New Day. 

5 . The Cauldron of Europe . 

6 . Palestine at the Cross-roads . 

7 . Is Progress a Myth? 
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1 boyco 
to ch 

A e sianic ecul.Ation in Ir el 

B Democ tic Impulse in J H ry 

(1 P.7) 

(l 2 ) 

C Religion n chan in o~ld (1 ro) 

1 

"1.!ational 

k::'~ He ha~ contributed numei·oua rticle t m azine - n rio ic l. 

V bbi S wed cor . ed th Fr . ch Go rn:n n,. n l l 1:1 • 
Aced a.lm • 

r c ived the honor ~ d gr e r Lit • D., from . e em 

,,,_,.,~ H • graduated from the Hebr Union College n 915 nd r c iY d his 
Doctor'e degree from 'th tin t.1.tution i l ?.5 . 
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Con~um(r 1 s League of Ohio - Vice-t'residen 
President Hoover's Unemplo~m nt Reli f Commiseion - l~~l 
Ohio Commirc:ion on Unemplo)mcn ~ns nee - mem'er 

ional Cor.m1ittee rnericr,n Ler~gue for Ind· a' s Freedom 
ion 1 Citizens Committee for fobiliz tion for Ruma Jeed 

1 Co. ttee a eric~n Le 
ember Jewish Arenc for Pal€stine 

Unit d talestine A eal (co-chairm~n) 
a ion 1 Child Labor Commi ion 

Commi ion on ·.: litarism in tducu ion 
Commi sion on J e,·ish ducation of Union of Am . Hebf Cong. 
Pre iden alumni Ass'n Hebrew Union Colle e (~6-~7) 
Jewish Publication Societ of mcrica (m mber oard) 
Nat·onal World ~ourt Commi ee 
Am ric n Committee of n ernrtional helief .Ass'n 
Zioni·t Organization of America (vice- Presiden) 
1'4on- ect rian Anti-Nazi League ( v . p . ) 
americ~ Cornmitt e Ant·-• zi Lit 0 r tur (sooneor) 
Cl veland Je1 

... ish telfcre Feder· ion (v . p. ) 
J e ish e are Fund of Clevelanci ( chai .,c:1n) 
Council Je"i~h Feder .. tions and ,,elfure Fundc: (me ber bo rd) 
Civil Li rtirs 
Cleveland Associ ion Chari ies 
Am . irt Con rol L l.gu - m m er bd . 
L..har er me.1 .. . Ohio ce .oett r en Ass'n 
Je~· h Academ arts nd ci nc ~ v . p. 
Je ish Telegraphic ~gene (bd.) 

1 Socie The a fhi . 
as univ r it pr che t v· ~, Cornell U. of 1,,;hiC'i='O 

~ racus, urdu . 
In trance ,orld "'ar; decor ted b • French Crover ,nt 
Officier de l ' lin tr c ion pu liaue 
Pres "<' nt vleveland Bu e u o Je ·ish Lduca ion (1924-2'~) 
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essia1ic Speculations in Israol, 1917. 
Do{tocr t·· o ulse in Je i. iatory, 28. 
Rel· ion • n Chan i orld, 1930. 
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UGGE TED UBJ~CT FOR 1959-40 

\ 
A ' LOQKC ·}C:_lORLD CRI I 

r,HnT RELIGI N C1~ OFFE AR-TO 0 D 

i.i.;. RICr I TAKE I TH ~El T ·,.hR 

THE FREEDO OF RACE ID INuRITIE 

TH 1 RICJ\N AY OF LIFE 
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B HIC1.L 1 TCH F Di,. BA HI L .,.LVE. 

Dr. Abba611illel ~11ver has been s.iritual leader f or e 
la t t .;enty-t~ .. e rs of the Tne em._:>le, Clev nd, O'.~o, t he 1 rgE.st 
Jewish liberal congreg· tion in the Unit bt-tes. He~ s been 
active! i dentified \ d. th t . e great social movements 0£ our day am 
has been e der int e fi eld of religiou.:- thought. He i s ~cti na.l 
Chairman of the United Je ~sh Ap eal as ell a oft e United /alestine 
Appeal, and is one of the ·orld leaders of the ~ion·st 1ovement. 

r. Silver \as a pi.oneP,r in the fie d of Uno ployment 
Insurance in the United t .te and -.·,as ci member of the Ohio Co 
of Unemployt1ent In urance. Heh s been rominentlJ identif ed 
the Community Ch st ove ent in t is countr-.f. 
th National C· 

Dr. Silver h~ frequentl 
of observ tlon , nd stu y ftllt'ft!""-ma~~!'!!'!'~'ffl.'l~ftf'~mT~rE'Pll"--'H'4~!!d-~~ :b 

f1--.j --Ht has served as Un·versit Pre her in any Colleg sand Univer sities. 
) t1l: · iMftit i s the c1 1{thor of "Rel ·.g.t on Cban ing ttorld", and other 

orks of religious · n 3ociological--~~~ •~"""'·-

r...~.i..,..;...11lliilt!r flm; to E land 1 s t prin to aca u ir t hin elf 
at in ·re·t Britain . le visit d uany 
of t .e cities and intervie\ ed the foremost leaaers of uret. t 
Britain . 



BIOG HIC \J ETCH FDR. ABB HILLEL SIL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver h been piritu leader or 
l t t enty-five e rs of The Temple, Clevel d, Oho, t e lar est 
Je i h liberal con reg· tion in e United ~t tes. Heh en 

ctively identified. "th t h gre t ocial ove ente of our d y and 
has been a leader in t he fi l d of religious ought . e i •t: 
Ch i of t e Tnited JeT .~ h AJoeal s ell as f he nited P lo tine 

~e 1, and i one o th orl lead r f e ioni t ove nt • 

Dr. ilv ;a 
nee in the Unit d 

of nem lo .nt Ino 

. ioneer in th field of Unem~loy nt 
St·tes d ber oft e 01io Co ion 
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Co unity Chest 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver bas been spirit 1 leader 
for th lat t enty- ive ye rs of The Tem le, Cleveland, 
Ohio, tl e lar est liberal con0 re0 t on in th United St· s . 
He ha been ctively identifi th the r t social 
movements of our day and has been leader in the ield 
of reli ious thou ht. He is tional Chi of the 
United Je· sh ppeal, as well a f e United l stine 
Ape 1, ad i one o the 1orld leader of the Zionist 
Jlovement. 

a ioneer 
the Unit 

ov 

Dr. Silver h s fre uentl E o r rte purpose 
of observation n tudy. t 1 last ....._.ii,,i,,,M,,..,.. 

to c int himself at ir th nd 1th condition in 
Gre t Britain. He visit of the ci ies and ter-
vie ed the fore ost leade~s of re t Britain. 

Dr. Silver has erved a University Pr cher in man r 

Colleges and Universities. He is the th r of •Re 
in a Ch ,_ ing orld •, and oth r ori<-., of religio 
sociolo ical 1m ort. 



BI OG Iliv •. TCH F ~BI A ILLEL ILV 

Dr. bba Hillel ilver, of ~:I-eveland, s been .,ro ,i t 
identified .ith t 0 reat sociul. ove ents o our y . Hahs been 
a l e der in the f'i.,ld of Jro6re sive reli ious tho ht . H a • 
pioneer in the fiel d of unemplo ent ins int Unit d t ts . 
He has been prominehtly identifi ed ,ith the o unity Chet ov~ ent 
in this c untry and, s fre ... uently res ed ;ort . t1erin:)s 
of educ tor , social orKers nd religious le ~ers . 

Dr. Sile been spirit~~l leader, fr t e l~3t t .enty- five 
·re rs of The Te Cleveland, Ohio, the 1 re t libe~al conJre ition 
in the ni ted o • • tes . He tu.is served s Univ.... 3i t i'r uc_ er in an 
of the leadi Col le es nd UnivBrsi ti s co trJ. He L, t. e 
author of "Reli 1i n in C angin •orl dn ✓ ot er r 
of reli i us nd sociol ogical im~ort . 



JEWISH STATEHOOD LEGITIMATED: 

ABBA HILLEL SIL VER A T THE 

A\fERICAN JE\VISH CONFERENCE 

J ron1 B. Poli k and Fran 

DR . . \bb;1 Hillel S.hcr, !)pi1iLUal 
ieader of Lhe '1 unp,e, in Ckve

la11d , )hio until hi dcaLh in :\'o\ mb ·r, 
19(i:3, \\·as a promin nL rabbi ol Reform 
.J udai . m, one of the mo t eloq uc nl pul 

piL orator in . \mcr i a, an ouL poken 
< h am pion ol civil right. and . ocial ju~

tic c. and among Lhe architccb of the 
p1 c. nt tat of 1 Tael. Hi peaking and 

lc;1dcrship a a Zioni t combined l act 
a. .1 ratal ' Li agent in aroming and di-
1 C< tin~ force: that led to the tatehood 
de{ i i n by th ' nitcd . 'ation-,. The 
~ih·cr ar hi c arc rcpl t with lores 
of pc chc · that document hi · in\'olv"'
mcnt with and importam Lo the hi Lory 
ol .\merican Zioni m. 1 Jlowc, · r everal 
of the. e pe h s were of unu ·ual ·ig-
ni{icau e and ·ingular impact. .\mong 
thcs • wa hi addre to the . \ m •rican 
Jewi~h Con! rence on Augu t ~o. 191 :t 
Th • sp ech marked a turning point in 
American Zioni ·t hi ·tor) and w,1-, a 
landmark a hievement for the Zioui\t 
rhct01 i ian. Through thi address h 

mm in ed the va L maj rit of th dck
?;at • of the n ed to upport the la . icd 
Zi ni t goal of r e tablishing the J wi. h 
Hom land in Pal tin . 

I n thi '· ·a , w' hall di · u Dr. il

ver· • addre to th American Jewi h 
Conf r nee a the pc ch that "legiti-

.u, . Polisll i. \. ociate Profe or and Chairman 
of . />f'cch Art at Th Am rican niver it , 
anrl ,\Ir . Jf 'o lt>m1 • i\ A social Profe .wr of. Peech 

ommmzication and Dean to the . of}homore 
Clau of Mather College, Case- Western Reserve 
l ' 11h 1r•r .1il . 

1 ". ilv r. Abba HiJleJ." T mpl rchive ( -
1obcr 12, 1919- ov ·mber, 1943), l veland, Ohio. 

m,ncd '' the Jcwi h ·tatchood ic.ka lor 
thi"> . eumc.l 1ep1e c11t;1tivc a ·mbl) ol 

.\met ic.an Jewry.:? 

. \BIH HILLEL ">11.\ 'EIC 

Z10. ' J T RuEToR1c1.\ . 

.\t the time Dr. ' ih·cr ~tool to ,ddrl' 
the .\mcrican Jc\.\·i. h Confer ·11Cc, he wa 

a recognized Zioni . t lead T who reptc
. nt ·d life-long dee.Ii ation to the < a the. 

.\s a ·chool boy in Kew York Cit , he 
learn ·d about Zionjsm from hi~ lathl'1, 
Rabbi . [ c ,' ilY r. \Vhcn Theod 1c 

l Icrl'l, founder 0£ the mod rn ta1chood 
mov m Ill, Ii 'd in 1901, the c!dcr Sil\' r 

ncourag ( hi ,on to organi, th· The
idore Herzl Zioni t Club. Thi ( luh 

served a a training gro u 11d for Lh • I u
t u r kac.lcr hip of the m vcment. H re, 
a · a participant in th o iet) • • program 
of debating quc tion of cm rent Jewi h 
int re:t, ilvcr began hii.; ~peaking career. 
Lat r, a a tud nl at the niver. it • of 
Cin innati and tb H br w 1110n 'ol-
lcgc Silver was known as an ffecti ve 
and dedi ated Zioni · t advo ate. 

A · a youn rabbi, ' ilver qui ·kly 
arncd the rcputati n of being an ar

d nt an l effe tive pok man for Zion
i m. Ile p ke a · a Zioni. t in a , arict 
o( forum. - Jewi ·h congrcgati n , di ·-

u • ion groups, o ial, philanthropi , and 
religiou • organ ization , and int rn~ ti n
al Zi ni t onf r n ·e:. 

In hi p ak ing a a Zioni ·t, , ilver .·up-

2 h 
Jewi h 

fir. l uch a •mbl wa the meri an 
ongr , h ·Id in De ember of 191 . 



IllE<ll .\RIIRI\ JOlR .. \LOI ll· ~<. ll 

poi l ·d i und-1 ai in campai •n to 1111,111< • 
, il:ig1:i1ion to Pale tin·, ·ll ·111 'Ill c,11 
1 !it· land and d ·,·elopm ·nt ol th· c un 
,r~. ",il\' 0 1, ho\\l\'J, 11·, ·1 <o.icciH:cl ol 
pliilandnop) a-, I "ing th· uhimat • mi -

1 11 ')! the Z·o111-,L mo, cm •nt. Fo1 . ih c1 
/.io 1i 1 1·-, lllh ion wa to ~ 'lure th• po
liwa. tam of J ·w~ in Pale tin '. .IJld 
lhL th m ot .J wi h nationhood ,,a a 
1<.: I' r · 11~ th·m· in . ihc1· c;11 ·c1 ;1~ a 

/io.1i t pk· m,1n and lcad·1.;i It ,,.1 

.i 1h me . ihc1 emph,1:-,i,·d ,,ith in(lt:t'>
ing 11 q11 ·11<), ,ir01, and militan t a 
the po i lion ol Eu1 opc,111 J C\\'I, d ·
t ·rio1 ated ,,ith th· 1i • ol ,lli (,·1 -
mall a nd the outbreak ol \\'01ld \\'a1 
11. ·1 h • L,1td10od theme dorn in,ll ·d . il
' 1 ad, 1 ,c to th · . \mc.·1ic:111 JL·w i h 
.onl 1c1u • 111 I! 1~. 

Ttff ,, \Ill. l,\llHOOD . i0\1-\11 1: 

P1 R l'J'C'] I\ 1: 

.\ltu th · d • ti uction ot the ' <Oil I 
.J .,, i h Comm nwcalth b . tht: om,111-, 
UIH.lcl ] ll l h ill 'j() \.I. (' ,pl -,1011 of 
longing lm th· "1 ·turn w J 1 u al •m " 
,mcl th I cc t,1b] i hm 'Ill ol th ' Jt·,, i h 
I h nwland w ·1e an int<. 1al p;ut ol J • ,._ 
1 h thot;~ht and pia)el . . \I though the 
,,t t maj Hit, of th<.: Jc\\ \\ · 1 • di p · 1 ·d 
,dte1 the Roman dcl •at, th ·1 • wa. tlC'H'I 

a time in th· la L t\\ > thou and c.tt., 
,,hen Jc·\\,,,. r 11 l li\'ing in Pa]· tin·. 
The co1Hinuit of J ·wi h ·ul ·m nt wa 
n 'Hr hrok ·11. l ut ing th four c ntm i • 
of Tut ki . h I ul • th Turk did littJ • t 
imptm • th· land and mu h to ra ag· 
it. Tlw land whi h n flow cl with 
"milk and h n, " la blight d and d -
p '> pulat d, and, thu , on of th initial 
I >gan for th • Zioni. t mov m nt wa 

"the land without a p pl fo1 th· p ·o
p' · with ut a land." 

Th 'odor H ·111. a \'i 'nrH· • journali t, 

:i Hawld P. \fa11 on, ''.\hha Hill •I . ilve, - 11 
\ppr<'< iation.' In the Tim of Han 1r .\l, d. 
lla11wl J H m, . ilH' l ( 'e,, Yo, k: Ma millan, 
l!lfi I). p 10. 

did ind<.' ·d hdiuc that J>.tl, tin · hould 
be a la nd lor thl' Je,, i,h people. \ ,t r ·
:-. u ll o I Iii.., l pc I i • n c t: i 11 H po It in g th • 
tou1 t ma1 ti.ti ol \Ill ·d lh ·, tu, and the 

I 

ul, cque1n ,ra, • ol .1111i ·miti m rn 
Fian( e, Jl c11l publi h<.'d a p,tmphlet 
( :d lin_" lor the C'>lab.i-,l11nt·11t o l a .J ·,,i h 
, l,llc i11 Pale tint'. In l<'J7, llc11l <011-
\l'n ·d th • hr t \ \ 'orld 1/ion i l Cong1 <.' 
in Ba <.:l, .'will •!land. I h • ultim,1tc ob
j '<t i,c •. tahli lv ·d h) the\\' dd Zioni t 
<:ong1<'!-I., \\'.! ', th .IL of .1chic\111~ "Joi th<.' 
Jnu...,h p opl • ,1 publid ,ind legally a 

-, 111 ed horn · in P.11 • tin •." I h • Cong1 -, 
mad • plan · for imm ·diat a< tion to c 
tahli h ol nic in Pal tin • and cf le( t 
lUltu1al d ·,elopmcnt. 1 

J n I 922, th1 ough ,tc ticm of th • L ·agu • 
of. ation-., P.tl· ti11· b •<,llllC ;1 mandat · 
oJ (,1c.11 B1itain, \\hi<h \\.l <ha1g ·d ,,·ith 
the le~pou ii ilit lrn n •; 1Li11g ll(h <<>ll 
ditio11 ";1 \\ill ('<l ilt ' II H < ,1 1,1! hnll 11 

of a J ,\ i h nati mal honw: ·:-, I he tc1111 
1(' tli rnandat<· \\CJ· <omit ·111 with th <.' 
B1iih B;d lmu le<l:n,1ticn ol 1~>17. 
\\'hi< h ' ll\ i ion ·d th • • tahli hnH'Jll nl 
a "J '\ 'i '1 national honw."n 1/ioni-,1 1 c
~;udcd tli<" Half u1 I '<i:11ation ,rnd ti ll' 
L 'a<T lll mandat a int ·1 nation.ti loun
clatio11 I >r and a . u1anc • of the c t,11>
I i-,hm nt ol a .J ·wi:.,h late . 

I R l I l D F I O ·1 I IF . \ \ 1l- I{ IC \ 

J1, w1 11 Co r J· RF, n 

In ~f "). 19:rn, partiall in I e pom • to 
, ·h<"m ·n t . \r ab obj ·ct ion. to J •wi h 
< oloni,ation of Pal tin >, B1 itain i u ·d 
a \Vhit Pap ·r which t<.'p1 • ·nt •d th e 
011gm f ·v nt J·.idingtothe .\m •ri<an 
f·wi h C nf In . Th \\'hite Pap·, 1<.'· 
11 ic t d immigration until l\l an h, 1 < 1 I 

wh •n it wa t b di ntinucd ntir<"-

llk111a1d J. Jlambcrgl't. /ht• tmv of /11d,1 -
i\l/1 ( 'e,\ Yot I.. : < hod.: <"n. I !Iii\, p 'l 11 

;; amud Halp ·rin, Th<• Po/i/1((1/ ll"mltl ,,, 
1111nira11 /ioni\111 (lk11oi1: \\ a\lH talc· l ' nh . 
Pre . I. 1 I) . p. !I. 

11 Ibid. 
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1 .i ]'\-\~ th1ourhout th · , ·orld p>k· 

out imm ·diatel and \ehcmcntl , a 1 ,1111 l 

th· \\ hitc Pap ·1 a a fl.1g1anl \iolation 

ol th l all m ]) daration and Lca~1 ue 

mandate. .\ the wa1 tim , lat l Eu 

10p an J ·m • at th hand of th' L ';ui 

b ·c.imc mm · appa1 nt in 1910, 1911, 

and ]~)1'.2, . ym1ath for lh' i ka ol a 

. Jc,, i h national home widen ·d and 

deep n ·d within th' \m 1 i an J ·w i h 
(.ommunit •. Th \\'hit Pap T b < amc 

inc rca ingly 1 pu nant a..., ., d ument 

;111titht tirnl le J wi h a-.,pirati n • (or 

Pal '. tin e. 
/ion · t prot''>l again.t th · \Vhit · Pa

p ·1 w re (hann lecl int a ·11 ol three 

major onf ·1 n( . i1 1912 and I9tL In 

:\la~, l91~. a gath 1ing of Zioni . t at 

th• Biltmm • Con( rcn in . • ,,. Ym k. 

called f r ab10 ation ( th \Vhitc Pa

)>"l and th e tabli hm nt f a "J ·wi. h 

<.01111 1< m, alth '' Ill Pal tin'. 1 hi 

m • ·tin wa th imp tu. f t th • ch d 

ulin~ of . cond nf r n h Id in 

Pitt burgh in January. 1 1:3. 

f ·1c11< • wa . d voted lO pl.urning a third 

a~ t mbl), \\'hi h wa. lO l ,, 1 pr cntativ • 

of all .\m 1ican .J w1,. Th .\mctican 

Jcwi. h . nf r Jl( wa ch clul cl f 1 .\u 

gu t. 191 ~1 and wa · mi ion <1 a am an 

or lC ol\'ing fa ti n;i} nrli( t within 

\m ·ric an Zioni m and r ' talli,ing 

\m •ri (an .J ·wi h prn1 n in uppmt of 

act ion to h tak n on b half of P,tl tin 

andw01l<l.J wr ·.n 

Tin l'FAKL c, n t ,11 

·11w .\m tic. n .J ·wi h nf r ·nc • « n-

l • ' ' ' k 9 ... 1 () l ' , •q '( 111 1 w 1 r on . ugu t _,, . . . 

i Richa,cl P .. tcv ·n . mrricau liouirn, mul 
1· . .. 1' 01f'ig11 Polin· J<J./'1-l'Ni ( '·w Y 1k : 
Pa/!C"ant. I ~h~). p . I. 

bra m I ·on • a h.11 . Hi dOTl' of tli r. 
feu •.~. 5th ·c.L ( '·w York : \lfr<"d A. Knopf, 
19,fi), p. 417. 

!I Thi i pr ci 1 th point mad • b Judg 
\{ 1rri Roth( nber in a . tat •m ·nt at th • Pitt -
burgh .onfrrrn . .Judg • Roth nl rg' . r<.mark 
ran be found in The m rican ]ewi.\h onfrr
, 11n•, Organization nrui Proc edingr of th fir t 
·euion, Augmt 2 to f1t mb r 2, 1943, d. 

l'h • h,t i( i . uc fa in r the c.onl 1 ·nu: 

"a "hcthu . \m ·1 i an J ud ,ti m -.hou Id 

go on re 01d a fa,· 1ing a ·•rnilit.1nr " 

/.imi-.,t p 1og1,nn for inun·diat· J<.·\\·i h 

t·1tt hood in I ale Lin · t a mo, ' mod

Cl .ll' pt og1 am Cll\ i ion ing l'\ l'lll ual ,t.tl l '

hood but c tllin l r imm •dial · .IC tion 

to ac hi,,· unlimit ·d immigtatiou into 

Pal · linC', i. e., the ah1 og:ition ol th· 

\\' hitc P.q> •1. 

taro· maj tit ' o[ th· d ,: ·ga te 

t d to the ( ml ·1 ' ll< • durin<> th ' t, 

.p1inn of 191 :' \\Cl · l1011g tat ·hood 

p,u ti ;m a nd o t<.·n ihl , pt ·pat I to , o tc 

l01 a llont, '>tatdwod r •<,oluti n. I Jow

l' • 1, tho • 1 • p n ibl ' 101 plannin th ' 

< m1f ·1 ·n<. e ,, ·1 • f ,ll ltd th ,t t the ad p-
ti • m or a latd10 l r oluti 11 

would di j\ non-Zi ni t fr m the 

<<>nl'ttn ·and ncc i,abl · clivicl \m •1-

ican J ·w1 ,1t l:11c1 e .. \ta Ill ' tin :• hdd 

~L \\-eek. h , 01' the op ·ning o th 

.\m •1i an .J wi h C n( ·rc n( , a cl ·c i ion 

, ·a· ma l • ll k • Zioni t I ',t el •1 to wm k 

101 a comp1omi • 1 • lutio11 on P,11 tin· 

t ath r than p 'i • (m a llOll!!, tat ·h rnl 

n·.olutiot he flt would b clivi~i, •. 10 

In k • ping with thi a ppr , tc h, ,t d c

ci ion wa 111 ; d • n I to in\ it· . l ha 

I [ill l . ih ·1 to addr · ., the onfe1 ·n • 

I <au c 0 1 hi militant l ,tt h d po i

tion. 11 

On the {11 ~t night of the c onf · 1 nc c 
Di . . t ·ph ·n \Vi , ,tddr • .., ·d th · d ·k 

~att and did not p1 th· tat ·hoc d 

qu tion. Judg J > ·ph •. P10-,kau ·r of 

rh • inllu ntial .\m 1 i an J '"' i h Com

mitt , •. an r ani,ation opp d to ·:-

·ttin~ I o litical pi .,.,tir • lo r .J , i h ta ·

ho,ld, ,tdm 1 i h ·d the d ·lcµ,at' not to 

,Hriftc • "unit) fr id ·olo •:· Th· c1 J -

gat cam ' away from th · fn t 

more com inc d than v r that a om-

\It- a11<1 e1 . Kohan Id ( <.·, Yot K • \nu·, i<art 
Jcwi h Co11fc1t·n e, 19 H) p . ~O. 

1<1 I lalpnin , p . 231. 

I I /bid . 
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promi e , as ine i table on the Pale tine 
que ·tion. 1!! 

Th v ning o( ugu t 30 wa <le ·ig-

natc<l a Pal ~tine night. Five speakers 

reprc • ming <liITercnt organitational 

" bloc ·" at the conf ren e a<ldre ed the 

<lelcgat • in the balJroom of the \\ aldor( 

.-\ toria. Dr. ~ bba Hillel 'ilver, prcviou -

ly un ·cheduled a a peaker, wa" an
noun - d a the p aker for the .r\m eri an 

J ewi ~h Congre who e original p akcr 
,ra • withdrawn. 13 

The advoca y in the fir t four of the e 

. pecchc entered on (I) app ·al · urging 

Lhat parti an intere t be et a ide, (2) 

appeal uroing that the onfercnce adopt 

re ·olution.- reflecting area · of agreement 

amono all delegate , (3) app al · urging 

~upp01 t of the principle of unlimited 

imm igration into Pale tin , and (-1) ap

peal ., alling for ·tatchood when the 

J ew be am a m , j rit • in Pale tine. 

One ob crver aid that the fir t fou 

~pee he left the dele ate "profound I 

di ·appointed and unea y."t-t Another ob-

en ·r aid that a tatehood r . lutjon 

a ppe;-ired doomed to defeat. 1•1 

' l h la l of th fi e ·p aker ·, DL \bba 

Hillel ilv r, wa introtlu ed to addre~ 

Lhc del gate . 

T1rn PEE H 

The . Ludiecl blunting of the tat hood 

i • ·ue in major peerhe delivered at the 

conf rcn ' by promin nt .Jewi'l1 leader · 
appar nlly clicl cast doubt on the 

f<,~if imacy o[ the tatehoocl idea a an 

imm dial and priorit r al for ,\mer

ican Jewry. Dr. , i h ·cr' • p h to th 

12 Loui Lip k . "The Drama of th ' Confer
ence," Brookl n ]rwi \h t'ntn Ueview ( , ' ov ·m 
bcr 1943), 46-..J . 

13 he author wcr • unable to determine the 
nature of tlw cir umstan e I ading to ilver' 
un ch dul d app ·aran •. 

H Ja b . Ri hman, "Pal . tin· and the 
mcri an J c·wi h on{ ·renc ," Th e Jewi h Ex 

ponent ( ·ptcmber l 0, 1943), 1. 
15 H adnot • b Harold P. Man on. bba 

Hill J ilvcr, Vi ion and T' ictory (. cw York: 
Zioni t Organization o( merica, l9t ), p. 14. 

American J ewi ·h Conferenc.e an l>c L111 -

dcr tood as an atl mpt to affirm Lhc le 

gitimacy o[ Jewi ·h ·tatchood a an id ·a 

and as a pc ifi goal tor Zioni L action. 

That Dr. ' ih·er anal z d Lhe speaking 

iwarion in Lhc e term wa • tr ngl 

. ugge t ·d in hi own word · when he 

aid in th ' . peech: "\\'hy has thc1 

a1 i. en amono- u toda • th i mortal fear 

< f the term "Jewi h Commonwealth" 

which both Briti h and .\merican tale -

men took in th ir strid , as il ,\·er , and 

which our wn fellow-J C\\'S ... end or ·cd 

a qu ar ter of a c ' ntlll') ago? \ hy arc 

anli-Zioni t 01 non-Zioni l or n utrab 

- wh\ are the\ determined to exci e that , , 

plu a:ic and, I smp ·ct in ome in tance • 
at lea~l, the hope?" 1•; 

In th earl; mom nl o[ the pecch, 

. 'ihcr 1am nted Lhat the a sembl , of 

del egate · hacl in lac l been 11rg d to turn 
lo '·d1 ea1rn," ' and " r mancing in the 

,·oid' in its con, idera t ion [ poli • (or 

,rnrld Jewr . Ile id (' ntificd him •If a 

;1 spoke man reprc cnting and 1 om

rn nding more legitimale . tandard for 

.-uch crucial on id I atio11. - the . tand

ard of real i m and the sta 11cla1 cl of " ool, 

bitter I gic and r a oning." .\ft er a r f

ercnre to th failure of po..,t \\'oriel \V'" r 

I politi al guarante . to . cure ;rnd pro

tect th tatu - of J w:, Lhc peak r pro

c ded to introdu , d v lop, and ener

g- i1 line. of thotwht al u lated to lc
gitimi,c th ' icl a of T< wi ·h tat choocl. 

... il er' initial lin of thought, ;dread 

10 comp] ·t • tcnographi tc, t of th srw ' Ii 
wa. u ed in th anal ' i for this arti k . n 
·clitccl v r ion of the . perch appear in Vi \ion 

and Victory. The .,tc • of the 
spec h indicat whet aucli ·n c.· 
rc. J ndcd during d l' crh am\ 
at the con cl • n of l ajor dif • 
f cren in t tenogr J' i.\ion 
a,id Victory sion i'i raphi re-
port i • a I r q c· l 

th nr· h • t • 
th dir q not th 
wr. ion \Ve are indc to 
Miriam Lcikind, librarian of Th mpl<', £or 
providing u with ti aphi I xt a~ w ·11 
a other om for 
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uggc Led in hi imro<lucL01 y remarks, 
reptc ented hisloriut! 1cgiti111ation for 
J ev.ri h tatchood. In \\ haL v,:a a "prob
l ·m- oluLion'' anal) i , ~ilvcr fir t link d 
the per i Lent in ecurit, and tribulation 
of European J wry to '' national home
I - ne .. ," which he aid wa the " ·our e 
of our millennial tragcd ·." He depicted 
the ill fortune of European .Je"TY a a 
se1 ic o[ temporary political emancipa
tions that invariably left the J w~ en
( amped in the mid t of "sullen " " un
beaten " and "unre ·oncilcd" oppo~ition 
prepared to turn on the Jc\\· at th 
·lighte. t provoc:1tio11. In building thi 
appeal deigned to create and r infor e 
negati \ ·e atti tudc toward tru t in po
ii tica l µ, uarant e and verbal as urance 
ol national I ·ad r. re p ·c ting the .tatu 
of Jc\, 'i. Silver employed the image of 
the "~Lout black cord .. to give metaphor
ind .·vnthe. i • to hi idea: 

I 

.\!HI in our clav .. tirrt'cl hy the I oJitical and 
(' (O'lO nit 1111q~k" which ha\ lorn n ati m 

apart, thi • lll'\Cr-failing. 11c,cr-n:c n ikd op· 
po 111011 • wq>t O\l'I' th<.' .J t wish political and 
t·<onom it po,itiom in Eu1opc and complctcl 
d t nw'i . heel th< m. here i • a <;lout hlack ,cord 
, hil11 <Pllnt·tt-- 1he t ,a of HthtC' in G •tman 
\\ ii h it < n of ''Jud<' \ 'c tT<·ckc." And ,o for 
the re t of Europe. The Dama cus affair of l ,10 
li1 .k, up ,, ith the widt..,pr~·ad rcauion aft -r th · 
n'\ ol ,u ion of 1 I, ... thl' n ·, h al of b)ood ac
u,..,ar i,n. in noht mi a [ancl) the pog10ms in 
the /()"· in Ru. ~ia .... The l 1krainian blood 
bath aft r the la t war and the human laugh
ter hou ~c of Po '. aud in this war. 

Silv ·r then linked the r ·olution of 
th "pr.it nt eme1g rn in J ·wi h life" 
to a national home in whi h J wi h life 
would ha,·e a e ure national basi •. The 
J wi. h talc idea acquir d pr minen e 
and legitima a the peaker deem d 
it th nl olution amon ugge ted al
ternative . "Ther i • but on lution 
for national horn le. ne . That i a na
tional horn ; not new immigration op
portunitie to other countrie for fleeing 
r fugee , nor new olonization heme 

in other part oi the \\ or1<.I, man) of 
which were . o hop ·lull) anempt d . 
and with u h ltllle wn·e'i!). The only 
olution i to normali1L' the politi al 
tatu~ of th Jc\,·i-.h people in the world 

by gi, ing it a national ba~i!:> in ih na
tional and hi toric horn .'' 

\Vith the ob ervation that the world 
final!) came to acknowledg the validity 
of the national hom ·olution, 'ilver 
allached a ·econd dimcmion of legitima
tion to the ~la tehood idea: /JOlilical le
gi ti ma lion. The sp aker focused atten
tion on the Balfour De Jaration of J 9 I 7 
a'i interpreted at th time of it-; i!) ·ue 
b the high t oilic.:iah of Great Britain 
and the nited tatc • and b , de rec o[ 
Ameri an J \-\T) rcpr '!>c ntcd in the 
.\merican Jewi ·h Cong-re.s of 191 , a 
meeting analogou to the .\mcrican ] "w
i h Conference of 1913. The peak r pro
, ·iclecl dir 'Ct te timon from all thee 
. our e~ interpr ling the Balfour D c lara
tion a cnvi ioning and b mg prcpara
lOl ,' lo th e cstalJH hment of a Jewi h 
!-)tare in P:il~ tine. 

Silv r's hfatorical anal • ·i of problem 
and . olution" a. sociated with Jewi.,h in-
ccurity and survi al oupl d with hi~ 

c,t ndc-d and pointed do umcntation or 
the political I gitima y of the J wi . h 
Commonw a Ith id a, tah1 i~hed a ., rics 
of prcmi. cs for persua:ion through d -
ri ion of his opponent <1ncl th ir pro
po als. Intimation of pre:umption, h ·
pocri:\', and . he r tupidit wer in
flict cl on "anti-Zioni,r"," "non-Zionist-,,'' 
and "neutrals." In pointed que!'itioning 
of th Iegitima of th behavior of hi 
unnam cl oppon nt , , il er , aid: 

Wh ar the a. king u on the pica of unity 
to urrcnc!er a basic polirical cone pt which 
wa.· ~o much a part of th who] pattern of 
th Balfour Declaration? ... It i amazing to 
m , I frank) conf , that J w ar moved to 
applaud a f 1low-J w wh n h con nt that 
Jew hould have th right to go t Pal tin . 
Once having mad this monum ntal onces. ion 
that J w hav a right to go to Pale tin and 
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lhal lhal right hould nol be restricted, they 
fed ju. tifiecl i11 a-;l-.ing the Zioni t 10 make a 
liule concc-;,ion of their own, ju. t a little con
cc ~io n. nam<.:l , to ·urrcnder Lhal for whi h 
thq and their father hoped and pra cd 
through th ' u ·nturie and which i • already in 
th • pro c. : of fulfillm ·nt- a rnmmonw a Ith of 
Pale tine. 

The .. lllack on his oppon ·nU> a~ de
\·eloped j n Lhi • pa . ag loreca ·L ) el an-
0Lhe1 J \Cl ol legitimation fcff th · Jewi.,h 
-.Latehood id a, i .t'., cultural-p ydw/og
irnl legitimation. ' ilver noted that Jew
i:-.h . Lateh od wa oppo ed by ~ome on 
!-{,ound • of b ing an .. i<leologi ·al" i u 

undermining pro pect • for Jewi h unity. 
l11 allacking this logi , ' ilver linked the 
pur uiL and achievement ol ·tatehood 
with fulf1llm nt of profound a piration'> 
in Jewi h thou ht and feeling manating 
I rom hi torical Jcwi ·h xperien • . Ear
lier app al. made in the pcech w re 
rea • 1 te<l tlu ough he imag • r the 
'\tout bla k (onl": "\Vh • i it an ideol~ 
ogy lor th p ople of lsrael to want ahe 
Land of J -raeJ, from which il had b en 
driv n ccnturie. ago and. o lo. t ib p ace 
and it re t and it joy of life? \\ as it 
an ideolot which kept aJi\·e the hope 
of national re ·toration among our l o
pl for nin t en c ' nturie ? \Va · i not 
rather the hard, ru l. fa t: oi our xi. -
ten e, written and r p ated, •. iJ ~. mas-
arr ':, po rom , indigniti . all th· wa} 

al ng th bla k tou cord of di a t r 
n v ·r brok n from 191 to 191~:" 

Cu1tural - p • ·chologi al I ·gitimation 
hi ·nded ea ·il and rapidly into moral 
lrgitimation f r .Jewi ·h tat he o l. Com
bining- inv tiv with app al · to . ·m
path , lf- ·t cm, and ultural id nti
fication, ilver hara t rit d the er ation 

f a Je\.\'i h tat a an lem ntal act ol 
human moralit : "How long i the ruci
fi ion f I ra ·I to last? Time and again 
we ha e be n ·tr tch d upon th rack 
for oth r people ' in ·. Time and a ain 
we ha [b n] made the , hipping b 

for blund ring gov 1 nm nt , th s ap -
goat for d feat in war, for mi ry and 
d ·prc · ion:, for conflict among da ·· •·. 
. . . 'hould not all rhi b com1 n. ated 
for finall ' and at long lat \ ith ree ·
' abli ·hm 0 nt of a Ire J wi ·h Common
w alth?" 

The peak ' r then proceed d to de
velop imtrnmental legitimation for Jcw
i h latehood. He rai <l the quc Lion of 
immigra tio 1 into P:ile tirw and it-. re
lation hip to Jewi ·h . tatehood. He in
·isl d that the form<.'r dep"rnled on the 
latter. .\pparentl~ b ,lie, ing th · . tal -
hood-immi ration r lation ·hip wa~ nu
ciaJ, ' ih- r wa • dcliber;ll and m thodi ·al 
in revealing th logic of hi po ·ition. He 
introdun·d thi a ref ull r a on d Jin· 
of argumen by flin6 al th logic ol 
his oppon nt whil maki n i L unmi -
takably d ar that h wa • a man ,vho 
would not rompromi on an i ue th:1t 
, ·a · un ornpromisabl 

I um for 1111ity in l ·racl, but unit • for what ~ 
ft i • 11 ange. F1equcntl) , I am hcwildcn·d . If 
I .1g-ree with certain peopl ·, that 's unit . H I 
a k them to ;1g1ee with me, that ·~ di unit ·. I 
am for lllttl\ in Israel , for the 1 ·alization ol 
lhe total program of Jewish lif •: r ·Ii ·f, re-.u1 •. 
r ·con u u ·tion and the nati nal r • ' loratio11 in 
Pak,tin •. I ;1111 not for unil • 011 a f1agm c11t of 
lh • p1ogram , for a frngm ·nt of the pro ,.ram 
i-. a bcua ·al of th· r • ·t o( th· p1og1 am anti 
a tragic f111ilil) be ide,. \ • annot trul r u • 
the J<-'ws of Europe u11lc s w • haH· free immi 
gration into Pale tine , uni . our politi ·al right 
aH· rnognil(:d the, •. Our political si ,1u cannot 
h • 1cu>gni1l'd there uni ,. our hi . t01i • ronm.- • 
tio11 with the <Ot111l1 • i a kn wl ·dged and ou1 

right to , ·build our national hom i reaffirmed . 
Th ·, · a1c in . ·parable link. in th t' d1ai11 .... 
IL i. 011 th ' uational i<lca that th• upl>uildiug 
of Pak: lin • a;; a pla c of large ·c.ak .Jcwi h 1m 

mio1ation ha alwa . r ·· ted and tan alon • con 
tinu • to re. l. Our right l immig1a1ion in th· 
la t anal • is i prcdicat('<l upon the tight 10 

huild the Jt·wi h ommom,·ealth in Pale. tine. 

Silv ·r th n app ,alcd to ba i • demo
cratic: value · in alling on th maj rit • 
to a. rt it · right to v L for a ·tatehood 
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re olution and on the minority to re
pe t the right o( the majorit LO thus 

a ert itself. In making thi • app al he 
·I arl wa a king th' a • mbly to re · g
mze it legitimacy as a dul ' con tituted 
bod of merican Je\v •. ·ilver rein
for d thi sugrre tion to thi: parLi ·ular 
audi nee as he r ached the point in the 
. p ch in which he wa • calling ior d -
ci~ion and commitment: '' \Ve are not 
a government and we hav no authorit 
to impo e de i ·ion · but there i a tre
mendous moral auLhorit in a ·olernn 
concJa e uch a. thi • o( the cho en rep
re • ntati\'e of our people and when 
aft -r due delib ration it ·peak in \' r
whclming endor ment of a certain pro
gram, it <le i ion ought not to be lightly 
di Tegarded." 

~ih· r urged th a. ~ mbl to be re
.,pon:ive to the J ·w in Pale tine who 
were C\'en then "building the Jewi h 
Commonwealth" and wh were ailing 
upon their "brother and i ter rn 
. \m rica to a ppr v of their truggf ." 
1 n a final nthe i , , ii er appealed for 
action ba e<l on the dimensions of Jegiti
mati n for J wish tateh d he had di~-
u. d: 

.\1 • we to d elate in this g1·cat a. cmhl • when 
the prop r time om· that w • tand by tho c 
who have giv n th ir tear: and their blo l for 
... a J wi h commonw ·a lth whcr th· pirit 
of our people can finall b ' at re l a well a 
the bod • of many { our p r ut d p opl ? 
.\ r • w going to tak coun cl here of f ar of 
what thi one or that one might a , of how 
our action · ar lik ·ly to be mi int rpr t d, or 
are we to tak , coun ·l of our inn r m ml on
, ·ictions, of our faith, of our hi tor ·, f our 
achi •,emcnt and go forward in faith to build 
and to h ·al? 

I tP TA , ' D Co . EQt tE 'CE F 

THE P H 

During the de lopment of the pee h 
th re pon e to ilve1 and hi app al 
w r frequent! overt and vig rou . Th 
del ate applauded a ilver for cl hi 

legitimating appeal ·. They laugh d wh n 
he belittl d the positions of hi op
ponent ·. They tood and applauded in 
the mi<l t of the pee h wh ·n 'ilv r 
called for comp n ·ation for ·uffering n
dured and ·acrifice made. They re
·ponded in unison with ."hout • of "no" 
when ilver a keel rhetori ally if the a -
• mbl were going to ignore the appeal 
f Jew · in Pale tine . . \t the ondu ·i n 

ol the peech, the d Jeo-ate • tood, 
cheer d, wept, applauded, and brok' 
into the singing of "Hatikvah." 17 

On the following day, .\bba Hillel 
Silver wa: le ·ted Chairman of the 
Pale ·tine ·ommittee who e function it 
wa to produ ' a re ·olution or re olu
tion a · recommendation · for a tion b 
the confer nee. Thr e re ol ution wer 
submitt d to the committe . The om
mittee approved th · r olution that 
uroed tabli ·hment of a J wi h tate 
in Palestine a the ba ·i olution to 
problem , onfrontino world Jewry. On 
the c\·eninO' of Septemb r 1, Dr. ilv r 
pr sent d th re olution to th meri an 
.f e\vi h ·onierence, which adopted th 
1· ·olution, 497-4. 

bba Hill I ik r\ pee ·h t the 
American J wi h Conf ren "unqu -
tiona l,l rev r eel th mod rate om
prom i e tr ncl of th' previ u Conf r-
n e I roe eding and . et th tone f r 

the final r . lution on Pal tine." 1 Th 
. tatehood r olution ga new impetu. , 
dire tion olidarity, and legitima , t 
Zioni t effort.- n b half of J wi.,h tate
hoocl: 

The cna tmcnt of the Pal ' tin R . olution f 
the . mc1 ican .Jcwi,h Conf ·r n c marked th 
pra tical ncl of the primar Zioni t ffort to 
con\'crt Amerirn11 .fei,•ry to it program. 

17 Ba. d on tcnographi not whi h ar part 
of the t xt and ba cd also on a r •port in th 
Halp rin work, p. 236. 

1 Halperin , p. 234. Thi i • one of man 
urc that r ·f •r to th . p h a on hi h 

e ert d de i i\'C influ nc in th £raming and 
adopting of the tatchood re oluti n. 
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I' .thhi I 1.td (.old tc.:in, 
tht /wn1. t 01 ani,alion ol ,\mc1i«t. ann un ·d 
ll tit.in t ,,o week after the ,onkr ·n • ad
jou111t cl. th< majm l,t k ol th· .\m ·1 i an /.ioni . t 
lllO\ llll'lll \\Ottld hl'I\ ef0t1h h· lO "\\ill lh 

,, hol lu·a1 ttd .1pp1mal of th· A 11t<' 1iw11 Got1< 111-
"" 11/ ,rll<l J>tople for the /ionbt p101.,.1am \\ith 
ll' '-JH ( 1 to J>.1k tirH·, wlti<h now h.t b ·< me th· 
p1oi>1am of the \dwl· of .\mui<.111 Jc\\t\ H'P• 
ll' '-l 111 •d th1ough tht· demo 1aticall tkctcd 
. 11w1i(at1 J<·,\i h Conf nmc. 1!1 

( :o. Cl IO 

. \ bha Jl ill ,1 :ih r pe1 en· d that la
\'01 al l • attitud' t ward th on -pt of 
Jc w i h lat ho< d had n L b 11 1 ·in
lo H cd and had lik h b ·n unc.l 1 min ·d J 

by tht di urnr ol the p ak •r wh p1 -
c ·d •d him to th· p al-.. 1 \ to u um of 
th· .\m 1ican J wi h e. :ih'er 
judged that what wa aid a w ·11 a · 
,,·hat wa not aid b the. e . p ·ak ·r had 
th • ell '< t ol l I in in, th I gitima • ' [ 
the t,,t •ho d <011 pt into q ue ti n. I I 
apparcntl ndud cl that if a trono . .., 
~1.1t ·hood 

l1om th 

1 <>lt1ti n ,~ ·r 
c o 11 f 1 • n c , th 

HI Ibid., p. 2·1 ). 

t m rg 
~itimac • of 

th . l,lt ·l10od idea "mild h,1 \ • Lo I, • 
afhi m ·d , 1th in th· ·onic1 ·n< • .it lat g •. 

ih 1 • ll, le w,t to ' tahli,h a 

b1 oa I ha,· [ I ·gitimation lot th· id ·a 
of Jc\\ i h l,tl ·ho I a ba. • that indud ·d 
hi l >1 i< al, p Ii tic al, < ultm .il P") < holng
i< al, moral, and in-,t1 umental dim ·11-
ion. In ·<uting- thi ll,ttee.,. 1he1 

l ' , i 

all ·mpt d to d ·mon LJ,ll • that pt obi m 
,tllc<tin,g , ·01ld .J·wt) p ·i ·<ution. 111-

'<urit). > ial and political ahu c. a11 I 
lat k of immig-1 at ion opp rt uni ti • ,, ct ' 

ub >1 dinat<· t th· central prnbkm of 
home! • n' th ntral olutio11 I< 1 

which ,,otdd b the • t,tbli hmcnt ol a 
J wi h C mmonw • .. dth. In rnting 
thi trat g), ihu id ·ntifitd him cit 
and th· them ol wi . h tatd100 l with 
imp lling id ·a . m ti\ c . and \":due 
ha1 d b) hi . audi m . 
Th· imm • Ii c 10 . ih<.'r·. 

add1 ,md ti nt adopt ion 
o a tron. luti 11 ',ll'.!!!,t' t 
that ilvcr wa in di pdlin~ 
d uht ahout th l •:1 itima ) ol tat hood 
:1 a} 1i 1it ol jccti, >f .\m •tic, n J wry 
;md in cnc1 i,ing pt • iti n a\'or
:,hle to th., t.\t hoocl au 

• 
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DH. ,' IL\'EB'. ' '0- ' ALLED "BBEI\CII OF Dl ,'CIPIX\E'' ,' 11 1\HEI> \'\;I 

I Don. ' ED BY III. ' OPPO ENT,·. - 110\\ TII E \C'I I\' I. .,, Bl :(: .\ \IE TII J•~ 

.'C 1\l I~(;( AT l•'OH TIIF PO.'TPO l!.\lE T CWTIIE P\Ll•:,'1T'\E I E.'OLI J

TIO . - DH . .'ILVEH'. ' HE :onn OF HE\I \Ill\ ,\BLE \CIIIE\ E\11~ T . 

A IEHIC '\ ZJO 11.'\I \ll !, '1 HA,' h HI. ' LE\DEll.'IIIP. 

Bv J OB R1 11 1A 

(Pn :,; iclenl , , 'outla PhilacMpl1in Zioni: I Di:4rit'I ) 

H<•prinlc•d from " Tlw /)uy " ,, 'unda , I t ' ( '. :u IC 11. 

T ll I' CH I , L, ju me-rican Zi< ni: rn whi('h ha: h<'cn J rr- ·ii ila\{'d h. 
th re ·i0 nation of Dr. \\ i: and Dr. Silvr-r ~·ill .11< t ~a:il~ hr- r~

:olved. whale · r deci ,· ion: m reorganizati( n arf" ani 1fl I at in th~ 
Zioni.· I hme, gN1 . ,ouneil. f ar-rPa hin~ i.-.· uP: of J >lie~ • l'P, in
, oh I in the c-ontr n r: . . i::u : whi ·h ,\m eonlinuc lo agital , the 
Jf' ,·i, h pul Ii· f r m nth: t ·ome. 

,\., an a ·li\e Zioni:l and a: on , traine-d iu llw le-gal prof ::ion, 
ha,·e e-udeavored l > anal:zf' th<' : ilualion on:eie-nliou:ly aftf'r \Jt{)icrh 

ing all lhe fa ·l. · and < in·um:lanc~.- and li .· l<>ning patient I · a, d at 
I nglh lo ahl<' sp ,kf':r l n of b llh point.· of" ie\\. \11 t I ha-ve • rri, rd 
al ·erlain emwlu.-i< n: ,, hi('h I :hall allNnJ l l< : lat· a: :uc·cinetl a: 
p< .· il l 

In the fir: l I la'<\ I\' mu ' l lf.' lin~ui.· h ;harpl h<>lw ~n the in
({'1·nal and <"XINnal a:pE ·L· of 1he c-ontr t\' <"l'-' ~ . So far a .· lh<' • P. h•r-



nar .:iluation i ' cone rnNl - th(\ defnm nl ,r (h(' p, le:tinr He-
·olution in Congre.-:. the a('lion of the Pre.-id 11t and lh Stale Df'parl
menl. and our own altitude toward: the ·e e, enk my own conclu
:ion • are I ar. The def rmenl of the H : >luli m. al lh re 1ue:t of 
the Pre ·idenl. through the .'lat Departm nt, \\a: a :etback hut b~ 
no mean · a ala ·tn ph . '] he He:oluti m: were :tymi d la:l Jar h, 
but Zioni l political work con l inu d and re ·ult d in ·uch notable 
a hi vemenl: a· th Pale:I ine planks in th HE1'publi an and Demo
era l i pla tf >rm:, and I h . J e" i:h Commonreall h d ·Iara lion of 
Pre ·idenl Ho >:eH•lt and (,O\ernor D \\E'~- lt i • cl ar n >\\, a: it \\a: in 
the .·pring. that both thr llou:e and the S nat~ were prepared lo 
adopl the He.· ,lution: but for th int rv ntion of fh I~. ·utive branch 
of the ( ;ov rnmenl. 

TII t DhFEU i\1 b "I \J>PH L 'bl) 

1 t i.- not l h part of \ ' i • lom lo de · Tih the deferrn nt a: a cal-
amitou • d tat. whi h it " . n r. IL ot ght l > h apprai: d quite 
·ob rlL· a · an >lher epi ml m mr I ng and ur hill fi rhl for th p >lit ical 
r gnition of Zioni. I aim, . Toe, aggfl'rale- lhf' I mp< rar\' tl aek i • a 
, ericm • error an I a di " en1 i e lo U1e, ·au~P. \ • for the r )1e pla, 'Ni h) 
thE1' ~late DepartmPnL on th irvtru lion 1f lhe J re:i l nt. then~ ·an 
be n two opinion · ab ml it. In vi v >f U that had J re ed l, l arli -
ularl. · th part.· platform:. the Ir .:ide-nt': •wn , l l m nl of O l )b r 
1:-"th. ~·p relar~ ~·tim, n' .. , lelle-r lifting the- militar. han, and 'enalor 
\\ ag~er·: a ,' ·urance <Tjy non th ve of th national le lion:. that the 
Be· >lution • w< ul J b pa · 'f' I 1hr >ugh Corwre . .._,_ \\-e had 'er. r a .·on 
lo e p cl o ,p~rati n m the part >f th(' h . e uti, e, not int rfer nc . 

o adequate or :at i:fa ·tor) rea:on.: ha, e b en ~i n f >r il • re· nl 
acti m. The prf',' ·ure e,·erled h. th Admini ·tration u1 on CongrE> ·: 
l > refrain from r J atin 11 \\hat th Pr :i I nl him: If had :aid onl. a 
fe,\ \\e ~.· arlier ap1 ar • wholl. · un,,arranled in th ·ir un :Lan e:. 
\\ hat<> ·er ma: have b en don b.. Dr . .. ' ilv r or an .. other Zioni:t 
leader b) wa ' of ('ll ourac7 inµ- Congr ,-.·m n and SPnat or: lo l roeeNI 
with th H ·olution: cannot, ohje ·(i\el: -'J f'akirw . J, r gar lrd a: 
exertin,7 undu Ir • ·ur or ""irritalin ,·· th , Pr :ideul. \ . ◄ l el we n th , 
Pr ·id nl and >lll" l •. it i: '"e ,ho arP th . a"~rie\e t l art., n >l he. 

Th reforE' m. ·econd <· mdu:i Hl i.- thi.-: that lo force th r ,:ig-ua-
lio11 of a Zioni.-L lea lel' Jc ·au:e >f hi: j,ror m • a<h > • • of l he ( ,on-



gr~::ional H : >luli< n i: a J olili ·al hlun I r of lhf' fir:I magnitud<'. B~ 

:aC'rifi ·ing it: l ade1-. th Zioni:l mm cm nl ·omplf't I~ >1wral d th 

Prc:id nt and th ~' t le l)ppartment ancl d dar .- it:Plf t< hf' iruilt. r 

and al fault. I am corn in· d that thf' ,a.-t majorit~ of Ameri<'an 

Zioni ·l: r je·l thi: po:ilion. On lhf' ·onlrar., \H' f<cl lrl I >\\JI and 

hillerl lisappoinlNI h) lhc ineomJ r~lwnsihlp inlerferen • of lh ~ 

,\ lmini:lration and about the last thing \\ arf' li:p< ·eel to do i: lo 

throw our U'feale:t :pokf',• man and mo.· t ffecl i, e I adcr to th "<he: 

a · an a · t of ap1 a.:emen I. 

\ \ rt I I II ,.I ll E Z. 0. A . 

Whal i:-; lh<' :iluation from lh .. inl~ruar· point of ,iew :) A ln

nwndou: lo-do ha: hcf'n ma le again.-t Dr. ,'ih r on lhr· allfg~d 
1,round of ''hrea ·h of di:ci1 line" or "c< nlravf'ntic n'' of lh , de<'i:i n: 

of the l •.1rner11 n ·~ Council n ,L to pre:: the :, rwrc::i< nal He:olut ion 

I ef >r J "ellirw the " I'<' n light fr Hn th \dmini,:t, .. ti Hl. Jt i • an im-

1 orl nl p )inl. though h. no mean,· llw nH :l imporlanl. in a hicrhl 

·omp)i ' t cl :itualion. I pon t·aref'ul e. aminalion thrP~ cirC"um

:tan ' f\ • have irn pre::fl'd 1l hem:PI ve.- upon m ,·i I h r(lgard Io th i: i::uc. 

rir:t. it i • n, ·eer l that lrn ~ hPf'or the i.'.·uc· of ""di.Tiplinf\" \\-a.· 

rai: d. J r:on: within lhe ZO,\ , long- h, :lilP lo Dr. Ahhil I lillel 

, 'ih er. had :prea l 1 >. l ol )I h r a<· u:a lion • • g in:1 him. It i: t imr- •• 

lo :l' t frank]~ that for man: month: an ah ,minable whi:J c\rin, 

·ampai,,n ha: teen ·arried on ag-ain:t Dr. , 'ii · r I hr< ll"h Htl the <·mrn

lr .. th like of ~lhieh \\ , ha\(\ n< l . J ri n ·«I iu th . Zi< ni:l mo -

ment for ~ ear:. 1 hi: ha: nat urall I I· '( I m on m. ~uard 'lgain:l 

th~ n w • nd lale:l a· u:ati, n of "'hrea ·h of' di · ·iplinc:· 

. e • mdl .. Dr. l 't" el ( ,old ·L in~ Pre:idPul of I h~ ZOA, him.·< If on 

I) rmhrr 3th ·enl l I(\' r m: l > P ' f'I'~ mPm~ r.r < f lhC' Fu· i,rn H ,

la l i Hl.' C( mmit l of l h .. rnat ' u rcrin er r· orahle ' <'I ion on l hP

j al<>:ti, e He:olution . and gave hi-· tel gram , id I uhli ·it ·. Jt i: a 

mallrr >r record, an I there i: no grllirau around it. \tor !o, er 

.· imilar tel <rram • wrr : nt h • the head : of' olh r Zi< ni.· l parti .• 

aflili # lC'd wilh thP Emrrg nc, C mn ·ii. \\ r , th .·e telC'g-ra,n • 

J re::ing f ,r the pa,:.-a,, of the H • luli n. in c· ntra, ,ution of the 

df'ei:ion: of th C HIil ii. or , r , l h ' uol :1 ( :1< arl .. h. :endi,icr l h .'P 

lPLgr m • Dr. (; Jld .. ·l in and hi · a ," , ·ial : a-. > ·iat«I lhPm:d f. ' 

full , vith Dr. 1 ' il r·: polil' al the lim , and .-h· r d the re:p m.· ihilit . 



The <"ann >l ha e it l olh , .. a ·: Fir t. <'< mmit. th , er "off en. • 
L 

"" 

with which they allempt l< charge Dr. ~ ' ilv rand th n after the defer-
n enl of the re ·olulion to a.·:ume the . elf-righteon. attitude an I role< f 
pro e uling attomc • and place all the blame UJ < n Dr. i ilv r· .• 
·hould r •. 

Finall •. there i • a thir l ·on ·id ration. whi ·h for me i. d i ·ive. 
rl hi: i.\ ue wa • thoroughly thra hed out before the onl forum or 
tribunal that i >mp t nt lo pa judg m nt - the l:merg nc.r 
Coun ii ii ·elf. On De mber :__0th. th que. lion ;\·a 1100 into e ·
hau ti vE'I~. a. we are- infi rmed. at a e i m of l he Coun ii la I ing . i • 
h >lff • . Dr. Sil • r r ndfl'red a full and d tail d r port la tint7 n arl 
t w >hour ·. and it wa • f ,llowed b , f mr hour.· of dehal 

Dr. Janw • (J. llell r n of th "pro • attorne~ .-·· f r th 
ZO \ \dmini:t ration m _. ed a re olution de n, that Dr. ~ ilv r 
had • < nlra , ned the de i,·ion of lhe C< uuciL~ Thi: prop ) 'ition, 
which ha · l e-n d bated pw and con for :i hour , in th . pr • n >f 
all m<·erned ,\ a. • qua rely defoa led . If a ll l he effort.' of Dr. ,v i:e, 
Dr. Colt Lein Dr. I He1 and other . arm d a: Lhe. w re with all the 
fact , and do ·unwr I r ~ ,,den • al their di . po al, ·ould not ·on inc ~ 
a rnajoril L of the Coun ·ii lo . hare Lheir po. iti m - that f >r rn . i: 

>ll ·lu ~· i e. Dr. 'ih ~r ha: been e • nerated n that · ·>re. nd it ~· m: 
highlL im1 I' >per and injuriou • l th Zioni ·t ·au:·e for th : Zi< ni: l 
leader: to mtinue ad, erti ing th ·e " h rg- ., a uain: t Dr. l ih r 
aft r th had th ir daL in < url - and J .:t. 

B 1l other an l more ,. ight ._· i.--u ' ar in,< l ·ed than the formal 
and lechni al que:I ion of "di ' iplin :· lo:I important of the:E' i: th 
que:ti< n >f Dr. l' ilver ' leader ·hip a , ·u ·hand of lhf" line of p >lie · to 
be foll m d. 1 h gr> 1p whi ·h i • now fighting Dr. ~·n er :o bitter! 
and ,-.hiC'h ha: earried th fig-ht int > the non-Je ,·i:h pre:.· ha\ b en 
unfrien lJ • toward him fr< m th heginnirw and had oppo ·eel hi: e-ntr: 
in th fir.,l place. Th hi · tory of thi. affair i: ·I ar an J \H'JI known. 
Thee g ntl m n had had ampl opporlunit l :h ,w ,,hat the. '>UI I 
do for the au · of politi al Zioni m f r ·e ·eral : r: l f re Dr. ~ il r 
lo k th helm. Fn m 1939 l 1913 the. r n lhP Zioni:t l◄ .. m r, n ') 
Council. The · WCI'~ it · ( fficf'r: and guidin,r ,·1 irit: ~hile Dr. l ' ih ~r 



h aded lhe ( nited Pale.· 1 in \ ppr-al. Tlw. had , rr~ ·lmn<·~ to 
fcllc,\ their autiou:anlcora. ·rnati, Jolici :an j l > l<:l lh m h~ th 
re:ult. Artuall~. what did the) ac '<>rllJ li:h;l l nf< rtunat~I .. th re('ord .· 
:peak loqu ntl. ,f th ir failure. For morr than four . ~ar: aft r lh 
\\hile Pap r had hr- n i ·:ur-d. all their wi:dom. th< ir di1 l )ma<·~ and 
their alleg- d influ nee al lhe \\hit , H n1: fail ti lo I ro luce an. 
action, not ,en a public ult ranc on the J ·1rt >f tlw (;o\rnuncnl ol 
th l nit d St l : a<rain:t th \\ hite Pap<~r polic .. 'I h<, I re:id nt 
him ·elf maintain d a fr~igid :ii n ·e. 1~ >I' that matt~r :om of the:c 
I ade-1-.· head in<,. >th r >J'<ranizal i m: ,, >rkin~ in I h fi( Id of r .'('ll l. 

ar ,mpli:hed a: much or as littl , in that din~ctiou. D .·pit their 
failur . the) e ·id ntt · la ked Lh ,i,• ion eouracre and lh hol In .·· lo 

d pl a mored. nami an I mor militant p >Ii .. 

I H. L IL\EH\' HECOI\D 

rl hr: e-n hang l ·~ ifLl~ wilh llH achenl )f \hha Hillel ,' ii er. 
l)p \· pl th , \\l ,l • Zit ni: I mm,emrnl a;• \\~ll a.- it: l~adPr: al m~ 
th n ,r r > I \\ hi ·h he- c ho:P I( l1 • ~I I P. re.·u.Tilale I the half
dead hmergene. Crnm ii a1 d built il up into a J »\\Prful in:trnm nl f< r 
politi al acti n. 11 crahanized Hw Zi mi:I : and lh I<, i. h ma:.· : 
I hrong-h HJl the- • >tml r~. Ile mad,, a pow ,rfut h id for Chri.· 1 ian :up
port. and th~ Zioni:t i .. • u lu.~, ·amc tm of rht1' µ-r •al and ri, ( polil i('·tl 
i::u : bef >r th Am rican ptll Ii·. \ ~· a r :ult >f th . ·1~italion h l«•d 
and hi: mililanl Ioli ·~. lhr I rr:idr•ul :1 ,k 011 \Jar<'h 9th. ltu l\,o 
major I a rl ie-: a ·ted in .Ju I .. and ll oo.- "\ e-11 • nd l)p, P. pl< d "(~d ttu ir 
:upp ,rt for a .le-\\i:h <:m, mou •allh in (~c·tolur. It i · a hrilliant 
record of \\ hi<'h w~ ·u·r all ju:I 1. pro11 I. 

Dr . . ' ii Pl' r ndPrPd a fulJ r port at tlw \umml Co11, uli m of lfu, 
ZO \ in Atla1 ti Cit and ma l a full e p >:iti m >f hL J >Ii<· . . On 
O<toher 16th the C nv nli n unanimou:I. 1,!aH' him a ,olc of <·on
fid n • I: e. Ir ·:in., appr > ·al of hi: p ,Jic . . Yet alrcad. al \llantic 
Cit~. in the mid ,· L of hi: trium1h. th lo r h\alk a: buzzin~ \\ith th , 
rumc r that a: :om a: thr ali< nal El ·lion: < rP m r Dr. ,' ihrr 
\\<Hild he for •pd out of th , lea ler:hiJ < f the J~mergeru·) Counc il and 
that thE' r('a ·on lo h , ::ign d ,\oul l he tlnt he ,,a.- ··prr.· ma 11011 

grata·· ,1il 1 th \\ 1ite ll< u:e. \pp· rent I. lh pro~ram ('allincr f >f' 

hi: clirnjnalion had heeu .'fl Ion' hrfore the mo:l rcc-eut evr111t ·. 



Thu , far not a :hred f tangible vid n ha: h n fortheoming 

to u lain the a · ·ertion that Dr. ~ ' ilv r i • .. p r:ona non "fata .. in 

\Ya ·hington. or for that matter. :uffici nt e, iden lo :how that :omc

me el e i: per:ona r,rati: ·ima .. al th \\hit llou:e. a: i: claimed. 

\Vithout e,·iden e on annot judge and w , mu:t therefore • l down 

th rum >J'. ' f< r "hat th .. are rumor:. But i,n oh d in t hi: \\ hole 

argument i • a di:lrf\' ·ing and ·ini ·ter irnJ ti ·ation the a::umption 

that th Zi mi.· t mo emenl mu . .'l h ·k up \\ith th ~· tale D partm nt 

or th Whit ll HJ . h for l tin~ an .. on lo I ader:hip. fl i • a falla-

i m . d·ang r >U: and vi i HI: principl t > :el UJ - n , hi ·h mu:t 

lead d >, n th ·lipp r path l di:a ·t r. It would J la e the whole 

m > T m nl in th I o:ili n of abj l. uh · n i n • .. l >th , po, r: that he. 

and the hea l: ,f Zi ni .· t lea l r: "mild ri:e or fall h~ n d fr m1 on 

hi "h. 

Dr . . ' il ·er >Ul >f th leader

·hip ha,e a::um l n wful re:p H ·ibilit.. \meri an Zioni:m i: at 

th r > " l'O l:. ll L all d up m lo d ide- n >l a let,al and t hn i ·al 

qu ·lion of ""di. iplin •• but th great and moment< u • i ·:ue,· of the 

t p of lea ler:hip it i • lo h e and l he kind f polic i l i: lo follmL 

Dr. Sih er ha: :lat , j hi .· pc :it ion dead y in l i: la .· t public :taleme-nl. 

He ·tan l • for .. Joli ·. in which limid it . appea.-('menl and hac1'.

:tai1" "dipl ,ma :: \\ ill have no I lac :· Tha I i: the rca I i:.-ue and 

Hl that i :ue I am p<"'r ·uaded lhP, ma. '.· of Au ri ·au Zioni:t. · \\ill . land 

with \hlm Hill I l ' ih r. 



Dr. bba Hillel 1lver, Rabbi of the lar st 
Reformed con regation in the United t a tes, The 
T ple, Clevel nd• is the author of "Religion 1n 
a Ch nging ~- orld" , n o ld Crisis nd Je ish 
urvivo.l'' • "The De er tic Impulse 1 Je iieh 

History", ad other orks of eligious and 
sociologic 1 character. • 

He is at1o 1 Ch an of t h , Unit d Je .. ish 
p c 1 nd o f the Unit d P 1 s tin 1. He 

is lso Ch irn n of the hx cutive C ittee of 
t e ric 1 Zionist er6 oncy Council. 

Duri the l a st uar, h ., s oversc s r r our 
government 1 d s d oor tad by the French 
Gov rnoent. He n to land l · st ear to 
urge upon ritish uthor1t1es to keep the doors 
of Palestine open for Je 1 r fugees and in t1e 
int r ,st of the J is atio 1 H e. 
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ABBA ILLEL SILVER - D.D., Litt .D., D. H. L. - The Temple 
Cl Ohio. 

of Al erlc ..n Rabbis ; 
fon er C1.b. • r 1 n 

of United Pal stine Appeal; Co-Ch:...irmun Uhited Je-~is"1 A)pe, l; 
·1onorary Chairman United Service Organiz.:... tions . He is on the 
Bo rd of the .cUneri .... n Civil Lib~rties Union , The Co cil or 
Deiuocr.::i.cy , the Cleveland Cha ter of the c. tional Red Cross • d 
is on t e Ohio Commission on Unem_loyment Yroblems of the ~egro . 

Dr. Silver 1as decorated by the French Gover ent durin6 the 
First ,,orld , ar . 

He is t 1e a thor of . essi nic '-'pec clb.tions in Is el; Democr tic 
Impulse in Je.1i h .. istor.r ; Religion in a Ch n ·i.i.1g .,orld and 
iorld 0ri is ·n-::1 Je·i Survival . 



ABB HILLEL SILVER - D.D., Litt.D. D.E.L. - ·bbl of Te ample 
Cl vel· , 0 lo. 

B rn Jan. ~8, 1 93, \:inst dt. Qchir- ·ndt • 1th i . 

Vic -Pre ident entr~l Conf_rence of 
f rmer C air ~n of Uni•ed -~~estine 
United Je • sh pp. l; Honoru.r , -~ 
Or ni.z·tions. He ·s n tne Bo rd 

·c n Rabbis ; 

Li crties Union, The ~o c:l .or 
C11 pter of Hc:1tionul . d Groos 
on Une plo... cnt roblems of t.1, 

; C C i n 
n·t d .:>ervice 

:ric n Civil 
the Clevel· n cr ..... c , 

n t ie 
e ro. 

h • o Co.. sion 

Dr. Silv~1. 
t e Fi st •orld 

.e is t e uthor of" essi nic ~~ec l utions in Is ~el"(l. ·7); 
"De ocr tic I ulse in Je ish History" (19i ); eli~ion in 

Chan i ·orld" (lJZO); "•· RLD uI:3 i • .:'D JE I a RVIV. L" 
(1 41). 
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b 1 11 r 1 b n b i f Th 
ei· t year • During s inistr., .. , T Te 
Liberal con0 e tion int e United t.3.t s. 

or tle 1 t t.e1ty
co et 1 rest 

Dr. ilTer took a le ding _t..rt in the ivic, educ· tion 1 and 
philanthropic llf'e o t e Cleve-.. - community. He hc:.s en -ctivezy 

enti!'ied . ith th leaders.i oft e Clevel nd Co unity Chest since 
1917. 

s c1 ~rlBll of tie United Je sh~. 
m1JJio s of doll a for overseas relief d for 
and _.mt Cl ve in t orefront of enerous 

in Clevel ch r ised 
1 ·tine for seven e rs, 

iTing. 

Dr. "'ilver onsored t rust Onem.loym nt Insurance La in 
Ohio. le l s beeu c ed the t er ot Unea .. lo- nt Insur nee in Olio. 
le h been ct· ve in Child L bor 1 isl tion. 

P le tine . 
Qnd _al.f' , he w 
Emer0 ency Cv cil, c 
ave ent in the United 

He i th 
I pulse in -e 
Crisis and Je • 

c ec 
on in 

C th;; • nited 
p e l. For ·e 

e ri • Zionist 
r sponsibilities fr the 

n IQruel; Democr tic 
• orld; nd .. orld 
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R~ BI, a thor, er, t r~vel r ... _ • it 
of one t 1 rest r 1 J, is tions e ic 

e ~ Cleveland, o (i i ent o e 
r rence o ric~ _ utio.al v ild 
r ion, ion o~ ilitaris n ~due tin, 
le 1 Li s IJ .ion , le der in .l e ove .. nt for 

nt 3ervice ..•. L der int e Zionist ove~ent int e 
and e bar oft. e J e ish ~ ncy tor P 1 stine .•.. 

ve • ifric d si I ed 
"R 11 in in 1orld 

d n 



ILV R BBA HILL'"' L r bh~ orator and ionic-t 1 ader , o . einst· dt . Lithu·•ni .18 3 . 

He rought to the Un:ted t~ es by hi· parents in 1°02 se tlin in e-~. YorY.: City . 

As boy he as leadinr member of Hebrew spe kin clu , n~med ·fer 1he dor Her;l 

\ h' c conducted deob..tes rnd oer ormea plu. s in he rtebre. lan ,u e . He c-tu i a t 1 

University of vincinnati and t e tiebrev Union Colle e g a uc:1.tin rom both in 915 . 

He then uecm. e rabhi o 'off treet Temole .. he,linf! , . v, . T ro. earc le er n received 

call to The 1 emole of Glevel nd , no•, the lr rgest neform Con regation .i he ni ed 

t tes vn ere he ~s till serving · 19 ' . uring hi c- mini c- r. r the • u i ul n 

1'em le vrnich no house c, the congrega ion ,·,as b ilt . In 1925 re rec ived he egree 

of D •. from the le ev Un ' on olle e . 

bilver w· sac ive iP he ventrtl Conference 

e ,ic· n ebrev: Congre c ions • nd the ebre • Union 00 le· din pc1rt 

in the civic and phiJant ropic affrlrs o t e Cleve rn ommun y . He .ponsored ' e 

first unemplo, ent insur nc 

child l·bor legisl·ti0n . He 

, s ch' irman o_· the Cl ve fic::h 11· re Fund 'rom vO 1941 nd co-founa r of 

the Cleve land tsure· u of J ev, • "n EduCctti on und it fir t pre • a ent . He ; s co-chu.ir an 

of the United Je ish ·Joeal ana 
~ 

·i .an o the Uni ed ale tine h al fro 9'8 

on . Ie ·r·veled extensivel in behalf of tn se caus, . 

Durin~ t e firs ,orld ,w r he as sent to Fr· nee b. • e Uni d 

Government nd at the invit· tion of the 'rench Goverru ent which lb. r gave him 

a decor· tion . He a ven ed • number of intern vion~ 1 Zio .:. t congre. n in the 

prin of 194' vi ite n 1 land on a d i plomatic i. on or the ioni.·t ,.overr:ent· s 

ell to i the c·mpai n of Br·t · sh J e 1r 'or the st·ne 'oun ·tion ~und . 

Since t e be innin or hi career t,ilv r ha pl ed im ort·nt ·r, in the 

mericiln Zionic , ove t . He h a· num er f • port·n offices servin vice-

president of the £Aioni r uni ✓·a ion o .hme r ica • nd n mber of he ' i nis ctions 

Commit ee tne ' ouncil of the Je ish enc and o ... .' the ner i c n mer C r Cornmi t tee 

for Zionist lfr· irs . he • leading rne ber of the Br ndei c-_1 ... ck rouo bu v,as 



one of the fir to he a·c:senterc to return to ac ive ~ionist ser iee . He • vo ·ed 

the lan or the extenced Je,ish e .c ro o ed b.• ~,eizm nn • n u.ars • 11 ~ h • c vr 

l· ter ra ified at Zurich i 19'9 . He entered the li s actively· ~ins e r.:.ti h 

government's plan o p· r iti on lestine , 1 er abandoned . He ,a~ a co i et critic 

of . ri ti .... h ad • nis r· tion in k'c lec:tine • na s o e • t 1 vi r • nd s ·ill in conuemn· tion 

of Brit·· sh viol· tion o:.· t eir mi ndator:· un .erta in ~. Toge 1er i th 

e or nized the nti- azi Bo:co t ove ent in the United t· e . 

In a ' i ion to skill in nego iation ·n ·dminic:tra tion ilve 

r.uel Untermy 1 

. se. ed 

uni ue and un ... i valled g· ·t of or t or. . Jn occc.1.sion his fervor and pas~ion made l· tin· 

impre sions on 1 re e diences . His e'mon nd £" lie re se er u ed 

'or grac _ o exoref ion and ision for fines •le n originalit. o u ht ~hich 

o: e rose .. a uiC neigh ts ano 1 or boldne _ 

or ion:c:t pl form utter nee 

His riting~ include : 

- J 

es ianic pecul~ io 

The etoc ·tic I pulse in e i h Hi~tor (19~8) ; 

a C r' e . I ~e t n ·1d 

in ncient Ir el (lJ 7) ; 

i a h·n in orla (1 O) ; 

world vri is and Je, ·~h urvivu L (1 41) . 

erve Univer it;v Litt . D., 1 2 ) an tr 

e la~ a ·rded honor2r deres b l st rn 

ebre t Union Col lege ( .. r, ., l 1) n in 

940 a udlei n ect·r rat ·rv·rd ni er i 
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ABB liI-,IBL SILVER - D. D., r,_;_tt .D., D. H. L. -- The Temple, 
Clevel nd , Ohio . 

Ch:J.irnn of Executive Committee of Americ.!-!.n Zionist Emergency 
Cou;cil; Vice- Presiaent Centr 1 Conference lJJ1erican ~obi ; 
Vi~P,-President '.lion~ t Organizc.tion of Ar..erica; For;ne c air.,b.n 
of UnitPd Palestine Ap)e l; Co- ~!' airn1· n Unite .Te. isb A) )e· l ; 

onorc. ,;-- Chair·Ilan - Unite1 Jervice Organiz-=ttions ; on B ard of 
the Americ .n Civil ~ib rties Union, The Council for DemocracJ, 
the Cleveland Chapter of r~tional Red Cross , and on t,e Olio 
Cor.unission on Unem.aloyment Pr blems of the . 1eg:... • 

Dr . bilver .as decor<.1ted b r the .Frenc liover nent during the 
First orld ·ar . 

fa is the author of :1evsianic i:>pecul tions in Isr· el ; Democrati 
Imp e in J8'.1ish Histor7; Reli:3ion in a Gh nbin

0 
•orld and 

·vorld Crisis • nd .J e·· ish 8urvi val . 



'3R 1. T ;\D .. L __ Jt ~ JF 

E r T~.t!J TS~. PLE 

In recongn"tion or his tnirt ye rs s sir" u ea er of T.e 'e~p,e , ur . A~ illel ilv~r q s ;r·nted ~ 1 ~ve of abse ce b~y t 1e be· rd _ Trustees o T11e T it 
Dr. Silv3r v1 ·11 1. ve ro1 t c Janu3 v. lans to ret1r r anj resu e hi• co ~r-~· tion 1 d· tiss~in ~rnnle tire or th_ Con irrrrtion .June, lv48. 
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Hi fl'] ilver 
E. 105th Stre~et 

_i-\nsel oAd 
Cl eveland. Ohio 

Dear F'r iend: 
This letter is going out to persons previously 
asked to do their autobiographies and/or the bio
graphy of another for the new edition of the Schaff
Herzog Encyclopediag Unfortunately not all of you 
have rP-sponded to my- first invitation. The time 
has now come when we must begin to send this 
material to press and we write you therefore asking 
for your prompt cooperation in order that this work 
may include your articles and so be as complete as 
we should like to see ito 

You were asked to write f;(' words about yours elf 
and words about 

We are enclosing a sample mimeographed copy of a 
biographical sketch to serve as a guide in your 
work. Also enclosed please find the printed 
instructions which we trust you will read care
fully and fellow exactly, especially rule VI, 
A, 1. We must have two copies. 

If you live in North America will you please try 
to get this copy to me within thirty days after 
the receipt of this letter. If you live abroad 
please try to get this material to me within 
sixty days after the date of this letter. Please 
do not let modesty prevent you from sending your 
biography for this purpose. This method 1s the 
commonly accepted practise in the preparation of 
similar works. We would so much like to have your 
sketch included, so that this work may serve as 
the definitive reference work in its field. If, 
however, we do not receive this material after 
this request we shall not write you again about 
it. Please help us. 

Please be sure to send the material to my home 
address listed in the left column and NOT to 
Grand Rapids. 

Very sincerely, 

£?~~-~ 
Raymond W. Albright 



We offer the following as a model form for biographical sketches 
to be included in the supplementary volume of the NEW SCHAFF
HERZOG ENCYCLOPEDIA. Kindly follow it as closely as you can, 
using your judgment in essential departures from this form. 

WATSON, JOHN: Presbyterian; b. at Manningtree, Essex, 

Nov. 3, 1850; d. at Mt. Pleasant, Ia., May 6, 1907. He studied 

at the universities of Edinburgh (M.A., 1870) and Tubingen, and 

at the New College, Edinburgh; was assistant at Barclay Church, 

Edinburgh (1874-85); minister of Logiealmond Free Church (1875-77); 

of St. Matthew's Church, Glasgow (1877-80); and Sexton Park Pres

byterian Church, Liverpool {1880-1905). He was Lyman Beecher 

lecturer at Yale in 1896, and in 1906 again visited the United 

States, where he was taken ill and died. In theology he was a 

liberal evangelical. He was in the front rank of the successors 

to Dean Ramsay and Dr. John Brown. He is most widely known for 

his sketch of Scotch life in the series of studies which was 

begun with his Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush {1895). He wrote: 

The Upper Room (London, 1895); The Mind of the Master (1896); 

The Cure of Souls (Yale lectures: 1896); The Potter's Wheel (1897); 

Companians of the Sorrowful Way (1896); Doctrines of Grace (1900); 

The Life of the Master (1901); !he Homely Virtues (1903); and 

The Inspiration of our Faith (1905). 

Bibliography: W.R. Nicoll, "Ian i'laclaren." Life of the Rev. 

John Watson, London, 1908.09; Sir E. Russell, in Hibbert Journal, 

July, 1907. 



., CONTRmUTORS' GUIDE - The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 
Published by BAKER BOOK HOUSE. Grand Rapids, Michigan 

I. INTRODUCTION. Two new volumes are being prepared to bring up to date the famous New Schaf f-H cr:wg 
Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. The original thirteen volumes of the Schaff-Herzog are being reprinted by a photo
graphic process. It will be the task of the two new volumes to supplement the e original volumes by the use of the cholar
ship of the four decades since the Schaff-Herzog was published. The Baker Book House of Grand Rapids, Michigan, is 
publishing both the reprinted and the new supplementary volumes. 

II. KINDS OF ARTICLES. The two new volumes will contain three quite different kinds of articles: ( 1) supple
mentary articles, ( 2) rewritten articles ( 3) new articles. 

A. A supplementary article will not undertake to supplant or to rewrite the original article, but will assume that the 
reader has before him the original article, and will correct or add to the original article at specific point in order to bring 
it up to date in the light of the most recent scholarship. A supplementary article presupposes the original article and builds 
on it without duplicating or reproducing it, and deals only with those aspects of the original article which are to be corrected 
or supplemented. Thus a supplementary article will be much horter than would be a new or completely rewritten article 
on the same subject. A few words or sentences will sometimes be found to be enough to bring an existing article fully up 
to date; though, of course, supplementary articles will sometimes be quite long. But they will always be different in purpose 
and method from a new article. 

B. A rewritten article constitute an entire rewriting of an existing article where recent scholarship has made the 
original article unsatisfactory. It will treat the subject matter de novo, quite without reference to any article in the original 
volume. 

C. A new article deals with a topic on which there was no article in the original olumes. 
III. BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 

IV. 
A. 

This should be a part of every new or rewritten or supplementary article. 
The word length of an article includes the bibliography. 
The bibliography should be fully up to date. 
Where foreign ( e pecially German and French) titles are important, the bibliography hould include them 
In exceptional case , where their importance necessitates it, article title as well a book title may be in ·lmled. 
Where ubject matter of article warrants it, the majority of titles should be in Engli h. 
Very rarely should bibliographies be included for articles not otherwise supplemented. 
STANDARDS AND VIEWPOINTS. 
The scholarliness of the New Schaff-Her::og Encyclopedia is to be maintained. This is believed to be assure<l by 
our choice of contributors from the world' best scholarship. 

B. Objectivity is a primary ideal. 
1. Articles should give information concerning all the historically important view which have b en hehl on the 

subject. 
2. Do not "makl' a case" for your own theological point of view. 
V. SUGGESTIONS. 
A. Be brief. 
B. Express yourself as clearly as possible with the simplest words possible. 
C. Remain within the limits of length set for your contribution. 

VI. FORM FOR CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES. 
A. General. 
1. All articles shall be ubmitted ( 1) in typewritten form, (2) double pace. (3) in duplicate ( ne original and one 

carbon), ( 4) on standard size sheet (8½ x 11), with a border of one inch clear margin ( top, bottom, left side, 
right side). 

2. Use as caption for your article the entry as it is to appear in the supplement. 
3. The page number of each heet in a particular article i to appear on each beet ex ept th fir t. preceding the 

digit by the caption of the article - in abbreviated form in the case of a lengthy caption, thus, "Alms - 2." 
4. In case of supplementary article , the abbre iation Sup. shall appear in brackets [Sup.J immediately following 

the final word of the body of the article. 
5. Full name of the contributor, hristian name a well as family name spelled out in full, shall appear on the same 

line as the final word of the article where space allows. If space does not permit thi , the ignature is to appear 
on the next line. 

6, The number of words in the article by actual count shall be placed in parentheses on a separate line following the 
article, as the last item. 

B. Subheadings. 
1. In articles of a thousand word or more, appropriate subheadings should be in erted by the contributnr. If con-

sidered desirable by the contributor, subheading may also be u ed in omewhat shorter article . 
2. Subheadings should be indented from the left margin and will con titute the first word of a new paragraph. 
3. The subheadings shall be included as part of the word length of the article. 
4. The fo])owing form should be u ed in preparing copy: 

I. MAIN HEADINGS IN BOLDFACE CAPITALS - preceded by Roman Numeral . (Indicated in cop 
by under coring with three lin s, lower line wavy.) 
A. Firat Subdiviaiona in Boldface Upper and Lower Caae -preceded by capital letters. ( Indicat d in copy 
by underscoring with single wavy line.) 
1. NEXT suBHEADINCS IN BOLDFACE SMALL CAPITALS - preceded by Arabic numeral . ( Indicated in copy by under
scoring with double line, lower line wavy.) 



VII. DEADLINES FOR ARTICLES. 
A. Contributors of one or a few short articles should send these in within three months after receiving the invitations 

to contribute. 
B. September 1, 1951, is the deadline for contributors of very long articles, by arrangement with the Department 

Editor. 

VIII. REMUNERATION. Contributor halJ recci ve one cent per word accepted for the encyclopedia. 
IX. MA TIERS OF STYLE. 
A. Abbreviations. 
1. The following abbreviations for books of the Bible are being used in the pre ent work in citing exact passages 

in the Bible. But when the name of the Bible book is used by it elf, it should not be abbre iated. 
OLD TEST. II Sam. Prov. Amos NEW TEST. Eph. 
Gen. I Kings Eccl. Obad. Matt. Phil. 
Ex. II Kings S. of Sol. Jonah Mark Col. 
Lev. I Chron. Isa. Mic. Luke I Thess. 
Num. II Chron. Jer. Nah. John II Thess. 
Deut. Ezra Lam. Hab. Acts I Tim. 
Josh. Neh. Ezek. Zeph. Rom. II Tim. 
J udg. Esth. Dan. Hag. I Cor. Titus 
Ruth Job Hos. Zech. II Cor. Philem. 
I Sam. Ps. (Pss.) Joel Mal Gal. Heb. 

James 
I Pet. 
II Pet. 
I John 
II John 
III John 
Jude 
Rev. 

2. Do not abbreviate l\1arch, April, :May, June, July. Use the following abbreviation for other months: Jan., Feb., 
Aug., Sept., Oct., ov., Dec. when giving an exact date, but when names of the months are used otherwise, they 
should be written out in full. 

3. Use small caps (indicated by double underscoring) for A.D. and B.c. and write a follow : 70 B.c., but A.O. 70. 
4. When abbreviating, use the abbreviations as given in the Webster's New International Dictionary, Second Edition, 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

B. 
1. 
2. 

Unabridged. 
In biographical material abbreviate the words "born" (b.) and "died" ( d.). 
Spell out titles pre eding per onal names (except Mr., M srs., Mrs., Dr., Rev., and Hon.). 
Spell out all Chri tian (given) name . 

ames of states, etc., hould be spelled out when standing alone but abbre iated following name of city. 
Use the standard abbreviation of the version parenthetically when it is desired to specify a particular version of 
the Bible following a reference. 
Spelling. 

se the nglicized spelling of proper names (although the f reign pelling may be given parenthetically). 
Spell out in running text all number of le s than three digit ( except date or page numbers). But if numbers of 
less than three digits are used in the ame s ries as numbers of more than three digits, numerals hould be used 
for all in the eries, for uniformity. 

3. Form the posses ive of a proper name ending in s or another sibilant if mono yllabic, by adding an apo trophe 
ands; if more than one syllable (except names ending in ce) by adding an apostrophe only. 

c. 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Period. 
Do not use I ri d aft r title heading , or subheadings. 
The period i always placed in ide the quotation marks at the end of a sentence. 
The period is placed in ide the parentheses or brackets wh n the matter enclos d 
otherwise outside. 

an independent sentence; 

4. The period follO\vs the indicated location of 
life" (John 3 : 16). 

cripture pa ages. Thu , "For God so loved ... but have everlasting 

5. Use three periods to indicat omi ion of one or more word · in quoted matt r. 
D. Exclamation Point. The exclamation point is plac d in ide the quotation mark or parenth when it is a part 

of the quoted r I arenthetical matter: therwi e out ide. Thu : The captain houted "Cast off!" 
Such deliciou "brownies" ! 

E. Interrogation Point. The interrogation point is placed in ·id th quotation mark or parenthe e when it i a part 
of the quoted r parenthetical matter : therwi e, outside. 

F. Colon. 
1. U e the colon between chapter and v r e in giving Scripture referenc •. Thus: John 3 : 16. 
2. The colon is alway- placed outsid th quotation marks. 
G. Semicolon. The semicolon should be placed out ide the quotation marks. 
H. Apostrophe. U e apo trophe and s to form the plurals of figures, letters, symbols. 
I. Parentheses. 
I. Place in parenth e figures or Jett r · u ed to mark division of enumerations in the running text. Thus, The 

r a on for hi re ignation w re thr : (1) advanced age, (2) failing health, and (3) ad ire to travel. 
2. 

J. 

K. 
X. 

arenth s~ sh uld be u ed in indicating location of Scripture passage . Thu· "For God ... everlasting life" 
(John 3 : 16). 

Ellip es. mi sion of n or mor word in quoted matter is indicated by three periods. If such an om1ss1on 
immediately follow the close of a entence, the terminal period is added - to total four periods. 
Diacritical marking hall be omitted in the case of Eng.Ii h word . 
GUIDES FOR STYLE. 
In general, the Univer ·ity of Chicago Af anual of Style shall be u eel a a guide. 

B. The lat t diti n of fVebster's New International Dictionary econd Editi n, Unabridged, hall be used as a 
guide in th s1 lling abbre iati n, and hyphenation of w rd - unle indicated otherwi e in this Manual. 
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DR • .. BB . .! HILLEL ~>I 1 VER 

Dr • .\bba Hill£1 Silver has for more than JS ye.art. been tht pirit.ual l{:!ader 

of The 1' ,mple in Cleveland, the largest Uberal Je •11..h congregation in th · United 

He has been actively identified ,,rith many social movements of our day . H Hal, 

':in early champion of the rights of or~anized labor, an one of the firs advocates 

i..r he United ctates of unem.pleyment insurance. He serve r as Ghairman of the Ar.1 -ri

, ... ;{n °,ection of the Jeyrish gency for ISl'e&l.., r.hairman of th~ .Americcln 7,ioni t 

- T'lE..rP.'ency Council, and ,q_~ President of the 2'i -:inist Orge1.nizc:1tion of , merico . 

·,r. ~ilver is regarderi as th · for emost fPPO.k sman of Z:ionism in thP Tnited ·tate ~. 

~{e represented the movement before the Assembly of the Unitc j 1.a ions , ancl is one 

of th lea er~ ,;rho are respon.sibl for t.hH establishment of h"' •'. t a te of srael. 

T)ur .:. ng th . Inau~uration ~ remonie.s of nrp c,ic1ent ' · ·i ,.,ht ~, . i j 5C'nhm"t=-r on 

January 20, 1953, nr. ilver •·lelivered a praye:-r. ! · ·.,n~ r~c ·,ntly honored in life 

:"'la gazin qs one of the tv,~lve leading preacher =--- in Uni t rl -..tates . 

~r . 'i1vr,r is B.Uthor of ~- v ral volt mes on hiRtor:v Hrn r E- liPi on, not bly hi e 

t{j s late st book, "Vision and 'M.Qtory", i !, a collecti. on of hi ~ major addrf' s ~ -iur

in 1;: thf' crucial ye~ c: prior ta thr es ;:ibl • d1r.1 n1 oj h f' ·t ·1 , of T s r ae1 . 

tlohn Gunth<:r, i hi.. book, ''Insi,i,• tr . " · :' ·.", ',pt ak of' ·1r . :ilv r a s " he 

fir~t citizen of <' l ~vcl;; .d.' 

4e holds honorary ~l (11"! ~; fror1 many _.., r.ie ric.:· n uni '· rsi i ( c: . r1 l~L8 he rece i v ,,1 

h annual Nationa I ~ rvicc , vrA.r --i of ► ;hi Spsilon Rho; in 19L~9 he r ce iver:l thf' 

ar, loza 1 :emorial i ·rarrl; a nd i n 19S2 h r ec iv ·· t.hc .'w t. of leri. t of th T n I I].• <• h 't':; ,., 

'ar Veterans of t.h 1Jnj .ed :tat .s . In 195) he rPc .i w1d th . :~nnu 1 ,ard of h 

7. , 1. B -' ta Tau. 

--- 10/15/SJ 
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DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dr. Abba Hill.el Sil-vier has for nearly LO years been the spiritual leader 

of The Temple in Cleveland, the largest liberal Jewish congregation in the United 

atat.ea. 

He has been actively identified with many social movements of our day. He 

was an early champion of the rights of organized labor, and one of the first 

advocates in the United States of unemployment insurance. He served as Chairman 

of the American Section of the Jewish Agency for Israel, Chairman of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council, and President of the Zionist Organization of America. 

Dr. Silver is regarded as the foremost spokesman of Zionism in the United States. 

He represented the movement before the Assembly of the United Nations, and is one 

of the leaders responsible for the establishment of the State of Israel. In 

December of 1955 he assumed national leadership of the State of Israel Bond 

Campaign. 

During the Inauguration Ceremonies of Pres'dent Dwight D. Eisenhower on 

January 20, 1953, Dr. Silver delivered a prayer. He was ecently honored in 

Life magazine as one of the twelve leading preachers in the United States. 

Dr. Silver is author of several volumes on history and religion, notably 

his work on "Religion in a Changing Worldtr and "The World Crisis and Jewish 

Survival." His book, "Vision and Victory", is a collection of his major addresses 

during the crucial years prior to the establishment of the State of Israel. 

John Gunther, in his book, "Inside U.S.A.", speaks of Dr. Silver as "the 

first citizen of Cleveland." 

Dr. Silver is a graduate of the Hebrew Union College, and was ordained in 

1915. He served as Presidont of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

He holds honorary degrees from many American universities. In 1948 he 

r eceive~ the annual National Service Award of Phj Epsilon Rho; in 1949 he 

r~ceived the Gardoza Memorial Award; in J952 he received the Award of erit of 

th~ Jewish War Veterans of the n·tc States; and in 1953 he received the Annual 

Award of the ~eta Beta Tau . 2/7/56 



. . • 

The Temple is honoring Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver upon the completion of 

forty years of service with the congregation . Dr . Silver has made the pulpit 

of the Temple internationally famous . Under his leadership, the Temple has 

become an outstanding institution in America 1s Jewish life. 

Dr . Silver was elected to the Temple in the spring of 1917. At that 

time, the Temple ' s membership numbered 725 families . By the close of hi forty 

years , the meml~ership of the 'I'em le had almost quadrupled, numbering today 2L60 . 

It is the largest Tenple in the U. S . A. 

The Temple in 1917 was located at 55th Street and Central Avenue . l, i thin 

five years , a new Temple had been compl eted at Ansel Road and 105th Street . 

The present Temple building is considered to be one of the finest synagogue 

structures in America . 

Dr . Silver brought into the life of the Temple a more positive attitude 

towards religious practices and observances . Hebre , w s re- introduced into the 

services . Reading from the Torah at the Sabbath Services was be~un again . 

Friday Evening Vesper Services iere instituted. A Sabbath :1 orning Service was 

re- introduced . 

Dr . Silver has, during the years, consistently applied himself to the 

improvement of standards of religious school education . He introduced the study 

of Hebrew into the curriculum. He brought into the school the best of modern 

educational philosophy and practice, so much so, that the Temple school has 

become a model throughout the country . In 1727, a Temple high school Y1as 

established. lt pioneered for the reform movement a three-year program of 

post- confirmation religious training . A special pro£ram of educational mid-

week Hebrew instruction was instituted . ..Iid-week pre-confirmation classes 

were intro uced . These Dr . Silver has personallJ taught i.uring his four 

decades of service. Over u , 000 young people hove been confirmed by Dr . Silver . 

Eleven confirmands have chosen the Rabbinate as a profession and have graduated 

from the Hebrew Union College . 
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During Dr . Silver I s tenure, the Temple l1omen I s Association grew from a 

few hundred to its present membership of 1900 . In 192$, he inaugurated a 

Temple Een 1s C]ub which ha~ made substantial contribvtio:1s to the cultural 

and adult education prograns of the coneregation. In 191.i9, a Mr . and .:rs. Club 

of young members of the congregation was organized - a group who pioneered in 

increasing the interest of the youncer members of the congregation in the 

relicious , social, and cultural activities of the congregation. 

A ;far Hemorial Alcove was dedicated in 1947 . Iil it were remembered with 

:;ratitude , the records of the nigh seven hundred men and ·women of the Temple 

who served in the armed forces of the United States in the second 1..'orld rrar . 

The 1•lindows for this Alcove and for the adjacent Chapel were executed by the 

internationally famous artist, Arthur Szyk . 

In 1950 as a part of its Centennial celebration, the Temple completed a 

mu 0 eum for Je,Jish religious art and music . It was the first of its type in any 

congregation in America . It has, today, an unusually fine collection of Jewish 

ceremonial ar and sacred rusic . 

In 1953, the Temple bought the land adjoining to it to the west and 

dedicated a park to Dr . Silver . 1.!hen completed, this park will becc~e a 

fine addition to the Cleveland Cultural Center of which the Temple is a part~ 

Presently , the congregation is completing preparations for a new wing of 

classrooms and an auditorium . 

Dr . Silver I s imp ct on Judaism and on the Jeni sh comrnuni ties everJl'rhere 

cannot be measure only by his 8ongregatinnal activities . He has been actively 

identified with the great social and education movements of our day . He has 

been calle "the father of unemployment insurance in Ohio" . He has been active 

in many humanitarian efforts for relief and reh'1bilitation . He served for 

seven years as national co-chnirrian of the United Jewish Appeal . He headed 

the Cleveland Je fish ·:·elfare Fund from 1935- 41 . In 1956 , he received the 

Eisenman Award from the Jewish Community Federation . He founded the Cleveland 
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Bureau of Jewish Education and was its first president from 192L~- 32 . His 

colleagues in the American Rabbinate elected him presi dent of their organization 

in 19hS. He has been the recipient of a·'lards of merit and honored as the man 

of the year by many national organizations and fraternaties . 

Dr . Silver is the author of ' Messianic Speculations in Israel' in 1927, 

'The Democratic Impulse in Je1'rish History ' in 1?28, •Religion in a Changing 

r/0:cld ' in 1930, ,~-iorld Crisis and Jewish S1~irvival ' in 1941, 1Vision and 

Victory' in 1949, and tiJhere Judaism Differed' in 1956 . Dr . Silver earned his 

doctorate at the Hebrew Union College in 1925 and an honorary degree of Hebrew 

letters in 19h6. He is the recipient , also, of honorary degrees from several 

other American universities . During 11orld Uar I , Dr . Silver was decorated 

by the French government for services to the Allied cause . In his book 'Inside 

U. S. A . 1

, John G11nther called Dr . Silver 11 the first citizen of Cleveland11

• 

Dr . Silver is especially known as the leader and spokesman of Zionism in 

America . During the years following the second 'forld "Viar when the issue of 

Palestine had reached a critical stage, Dr . Silver climaxed years of devotion 

by serving as president of the Zj_onist Organization of America, chairman of 

the American Zionist Emergency Council, and chairman of the American Section 

of the Jewish Agency for Palestine . It was he who directed these organizations 

in their struggle for the establishment of the State of Israel . He was the 

representative of world Je-r'lry at the Assembly of the United Nations . He had 

the honor to present the cause of the Jewish people and to see the triumph of 

his position in ·the favorable resolution of the United Nations on -iovember 

29 , 19h9 and the proclamation of the State of Israel on iiay lh, 1948 . In 

honor of his service , a community and agricultural school in Israel have been 

named - Kfar Silver. His voice continues to champjon the cause and needs of 

the Jewish people throughout the world . 
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DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has for forty-six years been the spiritual 

1 lea<ler of T 1e Temple in Cleveland, the largest liberal Jewi h congregation 

t, ir.. the United States. 

He has been actively identified with many social movements of our 

\ day, and one of the first advocates of unemployment insurance in the United 

States. Dr. Silver is regarded as the foremost spokesman of Zionism in the 
\ 

j United St tes. He r epre sented the m ove1 ent b ... fore the Assembly of the 

Unit.ad ations, and is one of the lea er respo ibl for the establishment 

of th State of Israel. 

At the Inauguration Ceremonies of President Dwig .. D."' Eisenhower 

011 January 20, 1953, Dr. Silver delivered a pray r. He ,,... recently 

aonored in Life Magazine as one of the twelve leading preacher in the United 

States. 

Dr. Silver is author of several volumt)S on history and religion, 

notably his work on "Religion in a Chan ing World". His penetrating analy1ds 

of tl:.e Jewish faith, " Where Judaism Differed", ~1as become r .. li iou~ best

aeller. !lis most recent volume is " oses an l the Original Torah" . 

John Gunther, in his book, ''lnsid U.S. A.'', speaks of Dr. Silver 

as "the first citizen of Cleveland". 

Dr. Silver holds honorary degrerlll from many American unlveraitiea. 

In l 95Z h r ceived the Award of Merit of the Jewl ah War Veteran• of the 

U11ited States. In 1958 the Human Relations Award of the National Conference 

of Christiana and Jews, and in 1961 the Ohio Governor'• Award. 
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Dr. Ahba Hillel Silver has for forty-'-illill~years heen the spiritual leader of 

The Temple in Cleveland, the largest liberal Jewish congre~ation in the United 

<,tates. 

He has been actively identified with many social movements of our day. He i.n 

of the American Section of the Jewish A~ency for I.s_rael Chdirman of the American --- . 
Zionist Eme~gency Council. and President of the Zionist Organization of America, 

of which hQ is now Honorary President. Dr. Silver is regarded as the foremost 

spokesman of Zionism in the United States. He represented the movement before 

the Assembly of the United Nations, and is one of the leaders responsible for the 

establishment of the State of IsrAel. 1n Deeember 19S.S he a sufflQ<l natio al 

leadership of the State of Israel Bond Campai~n. 

the Inauguration Ceremonies of President Dwight J. Eisenhower on 

January 20, 1953, ')r. Silver delivered a prayer. He was recently honored in 

Life Ma~azine as one of the twelve leadin~ preachers in the United States. 

Dr. Silver is author of several volumes on history and reli~ion, notably his 

work on •·~ell~ion in a Changing Horld" 
I 

urvf al . 

te of rsrael. His 

analysis of the Jewish faith, ·~Phe-re Judaism Differed", has become a religious 

best seller. His most recent volume is 'Moses and the Original Torah". 

John Gunther, in his bt,ok, '"Inside U.'>.A.", speaks nf T)r. Silver as 'the 

first citizen of Cleveland". 

Dr. Silv i a sraduata f the Rebr unto Col1ege, and a oriained in 

Dr. Silver holds honorary degrees from many American universities • ...In 1948 

h receive s .~ard of Phi E s i lon Rho; in 1949 h~ ·----· 

re ved the 

·----- C 
; ~n 1952 ~the Award of Merit of the Jewish 

.Jar Veterans of. the Un 1 ted States ; 

i 1957 the Ei ennen JI.Ward of the Cleveland Jawl h Welfare Federation and 1.n 19 

the Human Relations Award of the ational Conference of Christians and Jews1 

Ohio Governor•• Award. 

Dr. Silver t 

rael Trwtltute of t~hnolo 
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MAY 196 3 

I nited .'tat(• . "Tlwre i nu urn (' Im joy in th 
(•tlwrland ," eomm(•nt(•d tlw I utt h Fmrign 

\ Tini H't Jo ('ph \I. \ . I L l.un . II£• dedar d 
that tlw a!!;n'l'tnt•nt had lwt•n ,lttl'()l(•d h, the 
Duteh onl) h•l'atl <' ol I nit<d . 'taH• pn•,,w . 
.. Tlw l'thl'rland eould nut c,,unt on th• up
prnt ol it allie,," d• Qwl\ aid in a t·l \i.ion 
addn·, to tlw Dutch pt•opl •, "and lor that , a on 
\\l' had to ,i!!;n." 

Jan l:duard d<' Qua) and ;\l aria , an dn J .ande 
\\ere nwnied in 19:27. and tht·) ar' tlw paH•nt. 
,,I '" e -.on ,rnd lm11 daughter-.. I • ignat£'<l a 
C:011rn1c111d(•1 ol tlw Ordt•1 ol Orang•- a, au in 
1~159, cit• Qua) i-. al,o a Knight ol tlw ( rdt•r of 
. t·therlanch I .ion. I It• i a nwthodieal har<l
\\orking man and i ',/1lt--.pok n and dmiab1£•. 
I 1£' ha a rood t'll'>l' 111 humor and ofu•n t •lb 
jok(• on him. ('II, fn•qu ·ntly about hi h •lo\\ 
H\ t•rag(• !wight. 

R, kn m·, 
r ) Time p:2 Ja l '62 pw 

·1 oronto Cloh, and \tail p :\p 7 'n~ prn 
Im •rnational \Vho' Vvho, 19 ·2- ··3 
J nt<'rnational ) £'ar Book ,md taW'>lll ·n \ 

Who' Who, H 6:2 
\i ho' \ ho in .\ m ·riea, 1% ... 6'l 
\Vie I Dat :> ( 19:;6) 

.' IL EH. HH HI LLEL Jan.~ ', J. !l'J- Rahhi· 
author; organi/.ation ollil'ial 
4ddn· .. : h. Tlw T(•mplt., I: . 105th ·1. ._ nd 'il\('r 
Park:. Cl(', •land. Ohio; h. HJ I) 'h.ik 'r Bhd .. 
Cl<•H•land. hio 

en,. : ·1 hi, hio~raph) upt.>r clc1 

tlw anie l • that app ar d m 
Cum 11/ Bin•'raf}h!I in l~l I. 

.\ d1it'f architt•ct of tlw }('\\ i h horn •land in 
I rael an<l orn• ol ,\ nwrit-a' mo. t prominent rep
n•. •ntati\ • of R£•fnrm Judai m i ahhi r\hha 
Hillc·I 'ihl'r, \\ho im, 1917 ha hc"n th p111t
ual ]('ad r of Tlw Tt•mpl • in Cit•\ eland. ( hio. 
\ militant Zinni-.t ,im·c• bi c•arh ,outh, Dr. 

. ih<•r tood in th• , anguard of tlw Zi,;ni t mmc•
ment durin, tlw nm ial )C'.tr. that pn·u•dc•d tlw 
l''-tahli hnwnt of th• ind •1x•nd •nt stat• nl J racl 
in \lav Hl-1, '. On the .\ ni<•iican c •1w :i h <'r Im 
he·t•n .i con i tt•nt champion ol civil lilwrtit• an<l 
odal ju tiu•. I Ji \\ riting-., \\ hie h induc.1£• th< 

hook. Hdigion in a Clww1 i11g H orld ( lff30) 
'rlw lVorlcf Cri i and J1 ·1ci h .·wl'ii•al l!l-11 ), 
\Vh<'rl' 11ulai,m Difkrcd ()9,) . ), and Mo.\/ ' \ and 
t/11 Ori ri1wl Tornh ( Hl61). arc rc•garcll'cl a 
major tontributions to Biblical eholarship all'! 
to tlw undNstanding of the jc\\ ish 1 •ligion. 

.\ nati\(• of (•imtaclt . .' ·hirn indt. l.ithuania, 
\ hba I li lld 'iher wa-. horn on January 2 ', I 9 3 
to Rabbi ~fo 'S and ffnah (.' •amon) .'ihN. 
Th lamil) indudc•d an l'ld •r hrotlwr. \ Ta,\\c•II, 
and th r • :-.istN,: B<''- il' ( \It r,. Sanwc·l F. 1,ic•
hrm ; Pl'ail ( Ir. . J amh \1 idwl on). \\ ho i 
dc•c(•a. •d; and Rn t' ( \frs. Jarnh lat low). I ahhi 
\fo • Siher. \\ho n•pn•,ent •d tlw third utt<•. ,hr• 
g •n ration ol ordained ,abhi-.. in hi lamil\' 
·am ·d hi.-. li\·ing a-, a nap manuf actut(•r. ~j • 
wa. th(• author of 1,,11 ,olum • ol Biblical nun 
lll<·ntarv, puhli lwd und<•r th• tit!<• H i,hu/;ci 
K, •w ·f Fili 'r<'<' of ·ilH•1). 

1-: 11 h. ( ) ti \\,I 

H\BBI \1:B\ 1111111 \II \I I: 
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In Ju,w ll ll:.! th• . tl,(•r, . <·t1lt·d 011 tlH l.11\\1'1 
l:a t Side ol t'\\ \01k Cit,. and :\.lo 1·, . ih ·r 
b •came a tPm lwt in a I f1•h1t'\\ .,< hool. I h • 
political Zioni,t lllll\l'llH'lll 11I Dr. Tlw11cln1 11<·1/.I 
profound!) i1 1pn• t•d .\hh,t ~iht•t, and in l!Hl'-1 
h, and hi hrntl P \ l.1 \\l'll c•-.tahli,lwd tlw I 1. 
llerzl Zion Cl11h. the l11,1 J lc·lm·\\ --.pt•aki,w Zinn
it or 't niza ion in .'\nwril'a, \\ 111< h condu< t<·cl 
drhates and I rl irmc·d pla), in I l1·h1t'\\. \hh,1 
'iher '".., I• •d pr •,id(•nt ol tlw l luh i11 }q i. 

Although th· duh 111<'1 ,dth l'tititi 111 In op
porwnts ol tlw Zionbt id<'al. it "'tl'i\(•d tlw c·11-
couragenwnt and guidanu• ol Pahhi ~111 <' Sih <'1 . 

Folio\\ in" in tlH' farnil} 11:idition 11I < lwla, -
hi p. \ hba II i 11<'1 .' i her ,, a-, an 1·,u·ll1·11t .,t udt•n t 

at Trl\\n<·11d J Luri llid1 h,ul, 1111111 \\hkh 
h • graduatul in l!ll I. With th< ,1pp1mal ol hi, 
lath<'r lw <•nt<·r<"cl I l<'htt'\\ I ni1111 ( '.ollt• •t · i11 Cin 
cinnati, Ohio, th< k.icli11' l l'lllt·1 nl P<•l01111 Jud.t 
i m in tlw t 11itt•d Stal<'. ,,hid1 :\l :l\\\1·11 Sih1·1 
al o aw•ll(I •d. \t tlw anl • ti11H' Ill' 1•11111llt•d in 
till' I niH·r~it, ol Cincinnati tn ohtain a •t•nt•ial 
u1II£• 'l' l'duca

0

ti11n. Co111pl1·tin' a 11i1w-~t•,11 pro
gram at I ll'i1r<'\\ I nion C,ll1· 't' in lour ~1•,11 . 
.'ih<•r ,,a orclai,wd a ,ahhi in l!l)j, tlw :111w 
\Pill lw took hi, I.\. cl• 1 t('( ' l111111 tilt' ( llh(•t it) 
;,I Cincinnati. 

J-i-0111 19l .l tn 1!117 ~il\(•r <·n1·cl a 1,thhi ,,t 
tlw Foll Sttl'C't 'f'<'111pl1• (Cnll!,!t<!.!,ltir,11 1:. lwt11 
. hama, i111) i11 \Vlw<•li11 •. \Vt',t \ it ,inia. 111 tlw 
lalt(•r \t•a, lw <•rvl'cl i11 F1a1Ht', "l;<'t<' hi,; 111i11 -
i-.tt) t;, .\ lli<'d ttoop-. \\Ill\ hilll tlH' Ftt'lll'h dC'l'-
11rntio11. Olltl'ic I cl<· 1'111 tr t1l'ti1111 Puhliqw• in l!l I!. 
111 tallC'd a tahhi nl Thl' Tl'111pl1• ( l'ilC'l<'th 
I.,m·l) in Cl<•,t•la11cl. Ohi11 in 1!117. SihPr tw
t •£•ll<cl tlw \t'tH'tahlt• Pahhi ;\lot• (,11<'. \ l
thou~h ollH' 111 tht• 1111111• <fill 't\:tll\t' lll('llllw,., 
ol hi co11 '1<•gati1111 l'iitidtl'd Sil,1•1· Zinni t and 
lih •1al co 111op11liw11 , i<·" -., I h< I< 111pl1· gr<'\\ 
into 111w nl tlw l11n•11Hl'-l ,, 11c1 111 'tH' in tlw 
l nitnl ~t.1tc", 1111clt•1 hi lt·ad1•; hip. 

In 1!121 Sihc·t t('(('h(•cl hi n.D. cit 'I('(' 1111111 
l lt•hn·\\ l ni1111 C11ll1•l!1·. :rite·, s11l1111i11i11, n di'i -
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.' IL ER, HB HI LLEL-C,,ntinw·cl 
•rtation that \\ as 1,iter t•,pand •d and puhli lwcl 

as i\ llistnry o( .\le . ia111c .'111Tulatio11 i11 J,rcwl 
From the Finl Th111w1h tlH. . ·, 11 nlc< nth Ci 11 -
turies (\ltal'millan, l~l27; Beaton, l!-Gl). Th' 
hook is a donmwnt d t'C>llection of and ·nt and 
m •di \ al proph •til' \\ riting-. and i:-. rnn ide1 >cl 
a cla . it tnntrihution to th' tud) of \1<• . ianie 
id a . In T/11 Dl'mouat ic I mpul 1 111 J ,•tci. h 
ll i toq1 (Blot h, I Cl2 ) .'i h r t rau•. ]t•\d h odal 
thought to ,int'it•nt tinw and noll' the tontrihu
tions of Judai:-.111 10 dC'lllot·rac). I Ii hook R,·li 
i•ion in a Chan~in~ \ 11rld (R. I. Smith, 19'30), 
is a coll<•ltion ol . Nn•om tre ing the rl'lation 
:-.hip bet\\ t•n politit-al liherali. m and modern 
n•ligion, the ah.t•tic• of an) rc•al u,nflitt ht•t\H''n 
-.cient·e and religion. and tlw 1w •d lor h tter 
communication I 'l\Ht'n ]t'\\ and non-Je,,. Rt>
\ i '\\ ing the hook in Out/110/; and lndqw11d1 nt 
('\'1a) 27, Hl31). E. B. Challt> \\to!(•: "Ir. ihc·r 
\\ rit s \\ ith rart• lwaut) and a dt>pth ol in ight 
,,hid1 plan• him easil) in tlw lrnnt rank of 
our religiou-. k•ader ." 11. Y. \Villiarm nntl'd in 
i orld Tomonou• (\fard1 Hl'31) that "tlw e ..,er
mon arc• splc•ndid as lar a. tht•) go." hut that 
"one· di •s not rn t'd to lw told that tlw\' \\l't<' 
prt•adwd to a \\l'ahh) u,ngr •gation." • 

:\ trnng adH>Ultl' or t'i,·il lih •rti<' and ',(1{1al 
ju tic\ :ih r oppoed th• pot-\\orlcl \\ar I 
anti- t•d In <,tC'ria that \\ a-. ma nil • tt•d in th• 
Palm •r raicls ol I H2 I. I It> . upportl'd mganizNI 
labor in its d<'mand Im th do-. •d hop. and h 
r•<,ign d from the Clt·,c•lancl Chamh<'r nr C:om
mNc h •caus ol it antiunion tancl .. ih r ,, a 
in-.trunwntal in <•fl •cling the mloption of _qatl' 
and r •dt•ral unt•111plo) mc·nt in urant le· ,i lat ion. 
In 192 lw 1 •r. uaded tlw Con unwr L<'a •ut of 
Ohio to und rtakc• a . tud} 111 thi prohl m. and 
as a nwmh •r ol ,1 :-.tatc• tom mi. -.ion ap1 inwcl 
b) th· Gm<>rnor lw hel1 d drah Ohio' h,..,, 
un •mploym nt insuranl<' l:m. PH• idC'nt J T , h rt 
l Io >ver appoint<'d . ihN a nwmhN of a commit
t '<' to h Ip allc•, iatc• um•mplo) nwnt. . ih •r al o 
hc•lpcd hring about tlw arbitration ol indu trial 
di put• . and h • lwl1wd introduu• tlH' cit, man
ag •r S}\l<'tll in Cl •,c•lancl. 

a I •ad •r ol tlw .\nwr i<·an Zinni l mmt•m nt 
."ih rr addr<'" •d tlw intc•rnation,11 Zioni t umlt•r
ent • in London in 1920, . harin~ the platform 
\dth such notc•d slaw mt•n a-. Lord Ballour anrl 
Dr. Chaim \ c•izmann. Durin~ tlw Hl20' . ihc•r 
\\ as_ identifl('d \\ !th tlw Zioni:-.t group led hy 
Lolli . D. Brandc•1,. Wlwn a contn1,c•r v arc, , 
h •t,, en Brandc•is and \V<'izmann 0H'r ilw ad
mini-.tration ol philanthropic fund . .'il\C•r, ,,ho 
upponrd Brand •i on thi i lit', ldt the lead •r

-.,hip or the• Anwrkan Zioni-.t 1110, •mc•rH. I l<' ,,a. 
hem '\'t'J, among the• Jn t ol tlw di •ntt•r to 
r<'lu_rn to a~·tin• Zioni-.t ·n ire. and he uppor tl'cl 

•1zmann '> propo-.al lor an l' tt•nd«I Jc•,, ish 
,\g m-y rnr Palc·,tirw. ,, hidi \\ a, ratilil'd in 
Zurith in IH:..~1. 

. During th• <•arl) H',lr ol 'azr..,n1 in (,<·rmam, 
; 1h 'r, togc.•t~wr \\_ith . 'amuc I I ntc·1 tll<')<'r. orga,; -
11 •d an anti- az1 ho)n>lt at a tinw ,,ht•n mh 
a rnov • ,,·a-, ti II oppo < d h) . onit• Jc·,, i h lt•aclt•r 
J'> unduly prm oc:ati, •. ( )r rani1ati11n to \\ hid1 
S_ih r h •longc•d. in th<' lll'm\ included the 'a 
~1onal orld Court Cornmith • and th, \m ·r 
1 an J.c•arw• lot India' F1c•t•d11111. Ill' t'l\td a 
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pre id •nt of the 'I \ eland Bur au of J vd h 
Education from 192-l to 1932 and f th le, 
land J •,\i h W If ar Frd ration f rorn 193:i tc 
l~l-ll. .\ pr -.id nt of the l lnit d Pal -.tin .\p-
1x•al from 19'.3 • to I -l' and as to-chairman nl 
tht II nit cl Je\\i<,11 Pl •al f mm 19'3.' to Hl-1-1 
' ih •1 hel1 •d rai t' man) million of dollar for 

Jc.•,, i h ·ttlenwnt in Pal tin' and f1 r Je\\ i-.h 
reliel. In hi hook Th, H orld Cri. is and J<'wi~h 
·url'il'cd (R. R. mith, 19-ll) ih r ,pr. d 

conlidc•nu• in the ahility of th J \\ ish peopl lo 
unht' in th<• late• of ,,ar and J r c.ution. 

Durin~ tlw 19:.t0\ iher \\orkt•d do •I} ,·.ith 
tht' Zioni~t lt•adN Dr. Emanuel eumann tu 
y-nin up1 on for th u<'ation of an ind pcndrnt 
-.tatt' 111 I. rael. Ir pla)t'd an acti\ role at tlw 
e,traordin:u) ·1mferenc' of Am •ritan J '\ t) 
lwld at . '.,, ) ork in Hl-42. at \\ hic:h th Biltmon• 
program ,, a adopt d, delming ti arl} for dw 
!Jr t time tlw e tabli. hment of a J ,, i h rnm111on
\H'altl1 a thl' goal ol Zioni. m. He al o took 
pan in tht' ,,mk of tht• Am rican J ,\i-,h Confe1 -
t•nt. louncbl in f{ -n to h Ip orld J \\ f} m t 
po t,un prohlt>ms and to upport Zioni. t aim,. 
\n .\nwritan Zinni t Fm rgenr) ouncil, tab
lishcd in ltJ-H. ,,a admini t r d at fir. t h, ilwr 
,111d l ahhi . t ph n . \Vi and later h\ ih r 
alorw. • 

In W-1-1 tlw \nwrinm Zioni. t Em rg nt • 
Count'il Im ught the l'au • of stat ho d for Pale ·_ 
tin<' h<'fore the l nit d tat . Congr s.. Addrc -
in~ a C:on!{re-. innal committ in F hnian 19-l-l. 

:ihC'r d ·lar<.'d: "Ju t a th r i an ◄ ngland. 
a I·r• 1Ke. and a G rrnarw, th r mu. t h a land 
ol I. rad in ,rder that 1·he '>latu of th J \\ ish 
p<.·01 le 1igh b normaliz d throughout th, 
,,orld. • lthnu~h biparti an Congr . -.i nal re l
lution f. ming a J •wi h tat fail d to pa .. in 
19-1 • h th majm parti in ·luded pr -Zioni. t 
plank Ill their r ' . J ·th platf nm for th<' 19-1-1 
•I uion ·ampaign. 

A a r ult of a contrm 
\tr ,It th i t " ,rncl tht' "\ i. • mod rat s" ihc•r 
\\H lcirHd to re ign hi ·o-chairman hip in th • 
I~m<·rgc.•nt'}' Cnuntil in I) 't<'mh r I -1-1. Hem'\' r 
in July Hl4.) lw ,, a rt'rallcd to th chairman. hip: 
~l~d . in 19-1.5--1 h -. 'I\ •d a. pr id nt f th· 
Z101w,t Organitation ol Am •rka In D •mh 11 

l:l-l.1, rollm, ing a \'igorous ca1~1paign of th• 
l~mc•r '<'Ill) Countil among th m rican ople, 
a conc.:une1~t n•.,olution \\ a. adopt d by b th 
hou l'., or Congrc' , lmoring a "J \\ i h national 
hnnw and a "dl'm< tratic ·om mom, alth" in 
Pale tint•. 

In thl' le_lllo\\ing months 'ih r put pr .. urt: 
upon the 1 ruman admini'>tration in th l nitrd 
Stat<.• and upon tht• Br iti. h La hour '< \ •rnm<'nl 
to hrin' ah~1~1t. a olution ol th• Pal• tin prob
~em. 1 It· t·r1t1t·11t•d a . a d •la} ing de\ i •, th Brit-
1 h prnpo al. agr '•d to h Pn•-.id •nt Truman lor 
an ,An 1 10-. 111 •ritan Commi sion of Jnquir} and 
h' al o oppo _c•d . a -.uh •qu 'rH Briti'>h propel al 
for th• It'd •ralizatton ol Pal •stin •. t the t,, nt\'-
< rnnd .. Zioni-.t Cong rt' . at Ba. el in D, · mb-•1 

l.l4h • 1h<'1 lt·d th· militant faction again t th' 
lll~>d ·rat(• po. it ion r •pr• •nt •d b izmann, \\ho 
till f mor<'d rwgotiations \\ ith Gr •at Britain. Th 

rnngr•~s O\t'l\\h•lmingl ' reafri1m d th• Biltmor• 
progiam, \\hid1 tall •d for th, r · nstitution of 
.rll ol Pait• tin<• a a )<'\\ bh commom\ •a Ith. Th 



MAY 1963 

action of th congrc .. i. b Ii \Cd to h,l\C inllu
nccd th Briti.<,h d ci!->ion in Februat') I 9-n to 

bring the i.. u hcfor th 1nited 1ation-.. 
During 19-17 ilver a. hai rman of th nwr-

ican ct ion of the J \\ish Ag nC) for Pa I -.tin '. 
skill[ ullr pr .<,entcd the case for a Jc\\ i. h hom -
land to the l '.i . Th General <,cmhl) gan' 
final sanction to the creation of a Jc,, bh -.tale 
in a rc. olut ion pass d 1m lovcmbcr 29, 19-17 h) 
a vole of 33 to 13 ,, ith lcv n abstention , and 
th state of L rael wa!-> officially proclaim d on 
May 1-l, 19-l . Sih- r .<,uh equ ntly r sign d hi-, 
I ad r. hip of th Zioni'>t mo, n1ent hecau<,c ol 
a cont rover. y "ith Isra Ii lead rs, hut he con
tinued to \\'ork ind pendent!) on behalf of hracl. 
Sih er' · philosoph) of Zioni m, which ,·i ,,s Jc,, -
i-;h history and th Jc,, ish people in their n 
tir t), differs from th Ira Ii Prime Mini . t<'r 
David Bcn-Curion . r je ·tion of all Zioni . t ac
tivity that is not ha!-.ed upon th .<,late of hraC'I. 

t:ollection of ih-cr'. addrcs!-1<' on th<' Zion
i.'>t question, d livered hC't\\ n 19-12 and 19-l , 
wa!-1 compiled in hb book \'ision and Victoru 
(Zioni t Organization of America I ~)-19). p ak
ing on the Cerman question in a sermon de
li\· rd in March 1951, iher said: ''Th<' re-arm 
ing of German) means putting militarbm in th 
'>addle again in Germany, and aggressh nation
alism. It means ,, ak ning till further "hatc,cr 
democratic fore s and entiment th r<' till re
main in the country. It means th blo .. oming 
anc,, of a n o- a,,;ii m. It means th prelude to 
a third World War." 

In January 19:-3 ilv r ga, th ofl1cial prayc1 
at the inauguration of Pr> id nt D\\. ight D. 
Ei., nho,,er. In th follm\ing month, at a ban-
quet al th Waldorf .<,toria H tel in \ ork 
City honoring his i;...ti th birthday ih r d -
Ii, r d a major polic) addre s in which h •x
prc<,. ed concern about th problems conf rnnling 
hracl and ahout , id nc s of grmdng anti
. erniti<,m and anti-Zioni<,m in th ovi t l nion. 
At another banqu t, in Cle\ fond, a charitahlP 
and educational foundation \\ a. t up in ."ih C'r\ 
name, to promot hi. r ·ligiou. , chic, and <,oc:ial 
projects in Cleveland. 

. ilv r' . hook Where Judai m Dif]rred; 11 ln 
lfUiru Into the Distinctit1 ne of Judai ·m (Mac
millan, 1956) cmpha. iz 5 the indh idualit) ol 
th J "i.·h r ligion. I Ii . mot r c nt ,, n~k is 
Mose, and th Original Torah Macmillan, 
I. 61 . n th o casion of hi . , nti th hirth 
da) h<' "a. honor d h) th puhlication of a , '?1-
um of es.<,ays In the Time of Harl'est (Macmil
lan, 1962), <lit d by hi · '>On Dani I J r<>my 
Sih r. 

Dr. nm, Rahbi ~meritus of Thl' 
T mpl in Cl v land. 1 le 5 rv . as chairman of 
th· hrael Bond rganization, and h i h nor:ID' 
pr -,id nt of the Zioni t Organization of m 11ca. 
I lonorar) doctorate'> \\CfC confcrr d upon him by 
We'>l<'rn Res tT lTniver-,it) (192 ), H hi •w 
l 1nion Coll g (19-H), th llni\ersit of Tampa 
(19:JI), and I ropi ,oil g (1957. H: ha. _r -
c<'h cd the ational C'r\ ic ,, ard of Phi psilon 
Pi (l~-l )· th B'rith holom \\ard (19..f )· the 
Cardozo M •morial ,,ard ol Tau Epsilon Rho 
(19..f9)· the \\a1d ol M rit of the J wi. h oriel 

•t<>ra,; (1951); the \\ard of e1it of ZNa 
Beta Tau (19, '3); th Eis nrnann "arcl of th 
Ck•,eland Wrlfarc Federation ( 19S7); and the 
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I Iu111an R('lation, ,\,, ,lid of thl' at ion al Council 
ol Cl1ri . tiam and ]<'\\-, ( IH3 ' ). Th hra •Ii rnm 
muniti<'-. of rathan, a, Ramat Can, and Tel '\\ i\ 
h:n e <·onf<'nwl hon.man dtiz •n,hip upon him. 

In 19..J() Siln'r '"1 Duell ian L cturN at Jlar 
, a,d l fniH'r'>it,. JI<' hn., en<•d a uniH•rit, 
prC'adwr al I (,in an!. ( :ornelL . \ rat U',(\ Purdu(~, 

~<',, ) ork l ni\(•r,it,. and th<' l ' i1i\(•r-,it, ol Chi 
rnio; a1., national t:lwplain of tlw J '\\·i.,h \ ar 
\'('l<'ran'>; and a., a hoard m •rnlwr of tlw I I( h, '" 
l ni\'C'r~it) in Jpru-,alP111 and the lmtitutc- of 
T<•chnoloi) in I laila. I le \\as prt•-.id<·nt ol tlw 
CC'ntral Conl<•n•11<.·e ol ,\merirnn Rabbi-. Imm 
19-lS to Hl-17 and ha .,<'n t•d a'> , iec• pn•-.id<•nt of 
the ]('\\ i-.h 1\cadc•rn~ of .\11'> nnd St i(•nt·('" and 
as a tru.,tl'c' ol tlw Arn<•rican Ci, ii I .ilwrtiC''> 
l nion. Other or~ani1atiom in \\ hid1 .'ihN ha 
hc<'n ac t i\C' include• tlw ational Child Labor 
Committe<\ tlw .\nwrican Birth Control l.<•agu ', 
the ]<'" i'>h Publit .. 1tion . 'rn.i<'l} of .\nwr int, th•• 
Ohio Race B<'ttl'rrn nt A \O iation, tlw Ohio 
Cornmi ion on I 1w111pln) nwnt Prnhl<•m., ol tlw 
. t'grn, the Council ol l)pmc,c rnq, the Council 
o l Je,, i.,h F('(l<•1ation-, and \i ell an• Fund-,, th<' 
CIC',eland drnptc'r of thl' ,\11wrican Rl'd Cro-.s, 
the Clc,l'land ,\.,-,ociatc·d Charitic•.,, and tlw 
Ck·,<•land jl'" i.,h \V('llan• F<·dNation. I Ii-, duh 
are tlw .\lathiam, the Oahrnod, and th City 
Club of CIC',<•Lrnd. 

On J amw I) :2, I ~1~·\ \hha I fil k•I .'i I, er ma11ic-d 
irginia I forldwinwr, tlw daught<'t ol a lc•,Hler of 

ti<' Je,, hh conmwnit) in \Vlwc•ling, \ ·c,.,t Vir 
v;inia. Thr) hmc l\\o '>Om, Dnni<'I Jc•tPlll) {\\ ho 
\\HS nrdaiawd a r, hhi in l!l,12) and Raph:wl 
D.n id. r\tn rding tn a skC'tC"h in Li/1 ( .\pril 6, 
!~IS'~). Dr .. 'ih •r 'ha-. tlw impo-.ing loo!- of an 
anl'i nt J \\ i~h lcad<'r. Tall and dark, lw ha-, a 
ma~'>i\C• head and 11 -.hn<.k nl gm) ing him k hair. 
When lw p, ·aelws, hb \\orcb com<' nut in 01 ran 
ton<' . " 

R,·(<'rc11c, ·, 
Int<'rnatinnal v hn\ \Vho, l<Jh:2-f; '\ 
Sihc•1, Danic•I J<•r •tn), C'd. Jn tlw Tinw of 

I I a n C' t ( I %:2 ) 
\Vl10\ Who in t\111 rica, l!l62 6'1 
Who\ Who in orld JC'\\I\ ( 1.1.l.l) 

.'~1A D EL, .1 O.'E PII h t l>\\. I 'l (-.mii -diW) Jan. 
10, 1907- \l<•dir.1I '>tiC'nti.,1; l nit<•d Stnt<'" go\' 
('n,nwnt otridal 
Addrl'.\ : h. I ,ahmatory of irolog\' and 
-,iolog\, Di, i inn ol Biologic .'tandartb, 
Jn.,tittrtr-, of I l<'alth, Bc·thc•,dn 1-l, \i1cl.; 
I ll'mlod. St., I . ., \l ashington, D.C. 

Ritk tt 
ational 

h. 1-t..J0 

Tlw 1962 \\ inn<'t nl tlw .. 111,000 lb •rt J.a.,kC' 
A" ,ml Im Clinit·al Vl<'diud Rt''-<'areh i., Dr. 
Jo.,<•ph E. Smacl<'I. "ho ha., . lwcn. ehic•f ~,I tlw 
lahoraton nl \ irnlogy and rtt-kl'tt,1ol0Jn Ill thC' 
di\ i-,ion ·or hinlniics tand,mb of the ational 
In. titutc•s of Jl(•alth -,inn~ 1%0. Th' high_ly 
cm<'t<'d honor \\a'> h <,tm,c•d on l r. • mad I in 

memhc•r l~l/12 in n•mgnition ol hi-, pione ring 
\\ork bl't\\('en 19..f7 and Hl~2 in hrming that 
th<' antihiotit chlorolll)t·t•tin (thloramp~C'nicol) 
could lw u<,cd to cwt' di •a cs lik<' t) pho1d I •,er, 
Sl'rll b t) phu'>, C'pid •mic l) phu'>, and Rock) Moun
tain spotted fc•,c•r. Thi'> di..,cmc•1") r du~·<'~ fatal 
ity rat<''> -,ig11ifieantly and all c-tc•<l m1llmn nf 
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ABBA HILLEL SIL VER-MILIT A T ZIO ST 

by DR. EMA UEL EUMA 

Z IONISM has been a revolutionary movement from 
its birth. It was so conceived by it cla ical pro

tagonists, Pinsker, Herzl and ordau. From their bold 
and radical conception , reinforced by the deepening 
tragedy of Jewi h life, the Movement derived it elan, 
its dynamic spirit and that fanatical zeal which finally 
carried it across all hurdles to it breath-taking victorie . 
The explo ive idea with all it force and implications 
was cap uled in the slogan the " e i h State.' 

This e sentially revolutionary cha cter of Zioni m, 
now o clear in hi torical per pecti e was not alway 
grasped by all Zioni t including many who made not
able contributions toward it progre s. A revolution 
that takes half a century to mature, cannot move on in 
one triumphant weep. It dip and urge , pa ing 
through periods of decline and rece ion hen the wil1 
falter and the great vi ion is dimmed. 

In the face of seemingly in uperable ob tacle there 
emerged the doctrine of evolutionary Zi ni m, of 
gradualness, of accommodation to the di tr . ing real
ities. The ight were lowered. The ultimate goal eemed 
impossibly remote, perhap a chimera. D feaf m poke 
with the voice of reason: why fix your gaze upon the 
distant peak, shrouded in mi t and receding into cloud? 
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If not the regal ca tie upon the mountain-top, then a 
humble hut on its sheltered slope. 

The trend toward compromi e wa often rationalized 
and ublimated into virtue. Thu for many years the 
Jewi h State' became taboo-not merely on ground 

of expediency. The very phrase was banned from official 
Zioni t u e and driven underground. The State was not 
only impossible of achievement, but of questionable 
morality. The ational Home, interpreted a a spiritual 
and cultural center, wa deemed a nobler and loftier 
conception-and one which offered practical advant
age . A 'spiritual center" required little space, no 
Jewi h majority and no political overeignty. It would 
a void war with the Arabs and could even exi t in the 
mid t of an Arab nation. It could be built slowly over 
many decade even centurie . Above all it had the 
supreme virtue of being acceptable t the Briti h and 
promi ed to avoid a head-on cla h with Imperial policy. 

The attentuation of political Zioni m and its revolu
tionary elan wa manifested in other way . The decline 
of 'off en ive pirit' and the cceptanc of defensive 
attitude involved loss of political initiative and the adop
tion of a Fabian trategy of delay and retreat before 
uperior f rce even when bolder and more aggre ive 

tactic were called for. The accent a upon patience 
caution and re traint and the avoidance of ri k. Zion i. t 
state ·man hip wa • made ynonymou ith mod ration-
carried at time to an immod at treme. 

But the riginal impul e a. not pent. Tim and 
·1gain it erupted with volcanic 1' r e. weeping through 
the rank and convul ·ing th M vem nt. t wa neither 
·m derat nor rea nable and t ok .. :ttl a ·count of 
the po ible and ' impo ib1e. It truth wa ba ed on 
somethine deeper than calculation: the imperiou in
. tinct f a people at bay fighting f r h er ur ival and 
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an irrepressible urge for national greatne and ove
reignty. 

With every resurgence of militant z· oni m th re ap
peared upon the cene ext aordinary p r nalitie marked 
for leader hip-men of vision and hi 0 h voltage in pired 
and rebelliou , who di dained the b aten path and the 
circuitous route. They app aled in tead to all that wa 
young and daring in their follower and led hem to 
the barricade . 

Such a man wa Abba Hillel Silver. Without him the 
Movement might well have drifted into dangerou hoal 
and lost its great hi toric opportunity. It wa deeply 
fortunate that the quality of hi tate man hip in com
bination with hi per onal temperam nt pro ided the 
leadership which Zioni m o de perately required in 
the hour of crisis. 

The Zionist career bba Hillel i v began in the 
Herzl Zion Club one of th earlie t bo ~ gr up in the 
history of American Ziom m formed in 1904, the year 
of Herzl's death. t met on the a t Sid f e York 
and the meeting-at lea t it 'literary program -
were conducted in Hebr w. I joined a f year lat r 
when the club was celebr ting the Bar itzvah of the 
pre ident. Its pre ident then and ·t natu al I ader for 
year thereafter was Abba Silver. 

It was as a delegat of the rzl lub that Silver, 
till a boy, attended hi fir t con ntion of 1e ed ra

tion of American Zioni t . ithout prococi •' but with 
mature self-confidence h addre ed the con I ntion de
manding greater financial upport or t e Zioni t youth 
movement. He got little or no mone but hi a ar
ance was a harbinger of a new and y un°er gen ration 
who were oon to claim their lace in the movement 
and its leadership. 
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Then came an interruption--or what seemed like 
one-in Silver's Zioni t life. He went to Cincinnati to 
study at the University and train for the rabbinate at 
Hebrew Union College. With him went everal other 
alumni of the Herzl Club. Many of u had unhappy 
forebodings about thi move; for Hebrew Union College 
was ruputed to be not only a nursery of Reform Judaism, 
but a stronghold of anti-Zioni m. To those who remon-
trated with Silver, he replied omewhat jauntily that if 

Cincinnati was an anti-Zioni t fortre he and hi friend. 
would capture it from within. 

The year pa ed and a ne Silver emerged, whom 
we did not easily identify with the boy we had known. 
Elegant in dre polished in manner faultle in peech 
he appeared to have undergone a tran formation. He 
had hed the habits and manner , the accents of his 
earlier environment. He seemed "goyish.' It all smacked 
of ' a imitation.' 

But it soon became evident that the hange were 
external : they had not touched the core of the man
n i inner pirit. The fires, kind1ed at the p rental hearth 
and in the company of' his youthful comrade were not 
mothered but had been banked against the time when 

they were to bur t into ardent flame. Before long he 
found hi p]ace in the galaxy of di tingui hed per on
alitie gath red about Loui D. Brandei and he began 
t appear on Zioni t platf rmi.; in many citie . Hi 
reputation a an orator grew hut his role in the coun
cil , of the movement were still m de t. He wa a loyal 
~md di ciplined follower of Brandei •. 

In 1920, the war again t Germany having been won, 
a large delegation of American Zioni ts : nt to London 
t th fir t international Zioni. t onference in even 
year . Ther a rift de eloped between the Weizmann and 
Brandei. force . Our American delegation wa divided 



Silver tanding firmly behind Brandei, . At thi Confer• 
ence Silver fir t attained international prominence. 
Though one of the younge t delegate - till in hi twen
tie -he was called upon to addre a great publi 
meeting at the Royal Albert Hall where he hared the 
platform with uch e tabli hed celebritie a Ralfour and 
Weizman Max ordau and Lord Cecil. He also ad
dressed the clo ing e sion of the Conference a poke -
man for the American delegation pledging the continued 
upport of American Zioni m. 

In 1939 Silver as urned the leader hip of the United 
Palestine Appeal and of the United Jewi h Appeal a 
well. In the ame year he attended the ZionL t ongre • 
in Geneva when Europe and the world ·t od on the 
brink of the Second World War. It was hortly after the 
publication of the White Paper-the la t and mo. t 
deadly of a long erie of policy pronouncement by 
the Briti h Government. In Pa]e tine the Yi huv wa 
eething with indignation and the fir t tirrings of active 

rebellion and even the official leader hip of the Yi huv 
had begun to promote illegal immigration. 

* * * * 
It wa not however, until the war had run half it 

cour e and the gha tly rumor of the ma laughter 
of European Jew had become accepted fact that Silver 
career entered upon it hi toric and heroic pha e. Dur
ing the fir t three year of the war he took no prominent 
part in Zioni t political affair devoting him elf a -
iduou ly and with succe to the great fund-raising 

campaign which were hi immediate r pon ibility. 
But he could not uppres the authentic Zioni t note 
and the Herzlian heritage which were part f hi inner
mot elf. ·entially he a concerned not with philan
thropy but with tate man hip. He gradually converted 
the platform of th ppeal into a political forum g1 -

[7] 



ing inc1 1ve and compelling expre sion to the Jewish 
demands for national freedom and a ecure national 
existence on the ance tral soil. 

Meanwhile, steps were taken to trengthen the organi
zational apparatu of the Zioni t movement in America 
so a to enable it to cope with it constantly growing 
respon ibilities. Witt the approval of the World Execu
tive, the American Zioni t Emergency Committee, repre
senting all of the major parties wa established in New 
York in 1939 to undertake whatever steps appeared 
neces ary, in vie of the cri i . Slowly the Committee got 
underway and initi ted a number of activitie -notably 
the formation of the American Pale tine ommittee 
numbering hundred f United State enators, repre
sentative , cabin t member , governors of States and 
influential per onalitie in all walks of life. Regular offi
cial contact w establi bed with the State Department. 
Public meetings were organized and the fir t teps taken 
to secure the ear of the American press. It was a brave 
beginning but far from that all-out ,effort some of us 
had hoped for and anticipated. Above all we had made 
no dent, not the slight,est, upo the State Department 
and the White Hou ,e,. Roo evelt wa at the height of his 
power and popularity. Hi ympathy and friendlines 
toward th Jew wa bey nd di pute; but for the Zionist 
cau e he had little thought and le time. Actually we 
were moving in circle and getting-nowhere. 

During Weizmann ec nd wartim vi it to America 
in 1942, he . ugge ted a reorganization of the Emer
gency Council and the drafting of Silver to it leader
hip. The latter had ju t returned from a succe ful tour 

in England and had n Weizmann admiration both 
by hi platform appearance and hi dealing with Briti h 
tate ~men-and a warmer relation hip developed be-

tween t e two. Ho ever Weizmann plan met with 
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resi tance and nothing came of it at the time. 
But the tage wa being et for Silver's emergence 

into leader hip. The nece sary and inevitable political 
truggle preoccupied his mind and inve ted hi peeche 

with increa, ing dignit and importance. The orator wa 
ripening into the state man. The climax of this develop
ment came on May 2 1943 in a memorable addre 
which he deli ered before the ational Conference of 
the United Pale tine Appeal in Philadelphia. It wa a 
turning point in the evolution of American Zioni t 
policy. For the fir t time a leader of commanding im
portance dared to challenge not only the State Depart
ment but the attitude of Pre idcnt Roo cv It him elf. 
Dr. Silver~ · ·peech wa a merciles Iy frank and hone t 
analysis f our own weakness and the unfriendline . 
of the American Government however veiled in polite 
and meaningle ge ture . It was a clarion call for a 
new approach ba ed upon political realism and militant 
action. 

American Zioni t were tirred and began to rally 
about him. Within a few eek. a se -constituted dele
gation called upon Dr. Silver and urged him to a . me 
the direction of American Zionism. A a re u It of the 
step initiated by hi friends he wa ·nvited to become 
the active head of the Zioni t Emergency ouncil that 
ummer, thu u hering in a new era of Amer·can Zion

i m-the era of political activi m.' 
A deci ive te t came within a few we k at the fir t 

e ion of the American J e i h on fer nc convened 
at the Hotel Waldorf-A toria in ew ork. The prin
cipal and dramatic i ue a a r lution endor ing the 
Zioni t demand for a Jewi h Commonwealth. Virtually 
all American Zioni t group had conducted their ele -
tion campaign for delegate to the onference n th 
ba i of thi pro0 ram. et when confronted ith the 
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intransigent attitude of a small non-Zionist minority, 
some of the most prominent Zionist leaders wavered 
and sought a way out. On the plea of unity," a com
promise was in the making by which reference to Jewish 
statehood wa to be eliminated from the resolution. 
Silver wa incen ed by what he regarded as an unwar
ranted retreat. He went before the Conference and de
livered one of the most masterly addres es in his career. 
When the vote was taken, the Jewish Commonwealth 
resolution wa carried with but four dissenting votes out 
of a total of the 502 delegate a embled. 

* * * * 

There fallowed a great mobilization of American 
Jewry and a prodigiou effort to win American public 
opinion in support of the Zioni t aims. Dr. Silver had 
not undere timated the magnitude of the task that he 
had undertaken or the strength of the powerful forces 
arrayed against him: the Arabs, the Briti h, the U.S. 
State Department, the mi ionary circles, the oil interests 
and others. What he had underrated was the power of 
inertia within the J ewi h camp and the iron grip which 
conventional idea and e . tabli bed political traditions 
held upon the Zioni t mo ement. He found that no re
volutionary change could be brought about in the inter
national arena without a revolutionary change on the 
internal front. He had to undergo profound changes of 
outlook him elf and de troy many cherished illusions 
among his follower before he could strike out on new 
paths and in new direction . 

It had long been accepted orthodox doctrine that 
Zionist policy mu t continue to be ba ed on a Briti h 
orientation. But a time pa ed ilver was forced to the 
conclu ion that thi wa an illu ion: Britain would not 
return to her original pro-Zioni t line in the face of Arab 
oppo ition unle he wa compelled to do o by a force 
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greater than Arab pres ure. Thi uperior orce wa 
America! Here again Silver realized earli r and more 
clearly than other the extent to which Britain wa grow
ing dependent upon American trength. He a ther -
fore convinced that the key to Pal tin future lay 
in Wa hington, that thi wa th point up n which to 
concentrate all the strength the influence th pres ure 

we could muster. 
But he also had no illu ion about the difficulty and 

the dimen ions of the ta k. Britain a merica clo e 
ally. For many decade the policy mak r the tate 
Department had regarded the ear Ea t a a Briti h 

phere. They were prepared to extend and on olidate 
Britain s influence in the region even at the xpcn e of 
France. They were certainly not prepared t ov rride 
British policy in favor of the vociferou Zion· t and 
their 'quixotic plans' for a Jewi h State. 

Moreover Silver was the fir t of the Zion~ t leader to 
shed hi illusion about Roa velt' em an r toward 
the Zionist idea. With keen in ight he ame to realize 
ooner than oth rs, that behind Ro • , t ua ity and 

charm and de pite hi humanitarian friendlioe for the 
Jew a people, them lay a deep- eated keptici m ab ut 
Jewish Pale tine and a cool indiff er nee, which ilv r 
described a an attitude of uninvolved b nignancy. 
Roosevelt wa ready to Ii ten but unwilling to act and 
firmly oppo ed any tep which might inv e him in 
difficultie with the Arab ruler . But to th Jewi h ma e 
of America and throughout the orld R ev It I omed 
as the great friend and champi n of their peopl . Ho 
could uch a friend oppo e or ignore Jewi h national 
a piration ? ot on1y a it difficu1t t ace pt uch a 
painful thought-there wa a tron p h logic l ne d 
to reject it. In a tragic hour and a ho tile world there 
imply had to be a champion and protector. If it a 
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not Stalin or hurchill it had to be Roo evelt. This 
emotional dependence on Roo evelt was reinforced by 
eminently practical con iderations. He might be re
elected, and he wa re-elected for a fourth term. His 
would be the power to hape the po twar settlement. 
To cross him, to offend him, to alienate hi affection, 
was to court disaster for the Zioni t cau e. 

When Sil ~er per i ted in hi attempt to force the 
pa sage of the Pale tine Resolution through Congres 
after Roo evelt re-election in ovember 1944, he was 
forced to re ign a hairman of the Emergency Council. 
He and hi friend carried the i ue to the American 
Jewi h community· but it wa not until Roosevelt's death 
in the pring of the following year, and the revelation 
of hi ecret corespondence with lbn Saud, that the tide 
turned and Silver wa recalled to leadership through 
the pre ure of Jewi h public opinion. His judgment had 
been vindicated and hi leadership more firmly e tab
lished than before. 

The truggl,e in a hington went on during the early 
part of the Truman Admini tra ion, but the going be
cam ea ier a Truman gradually becam,e convinced that 
the overwhelming majority of the Jewish citizens were 
now solidly behind the Zioni t program. Truman wa .. 
moreov,er a far le s comple per onality than his illu -
trious prede e or-le adroit and ophi ticated, impler 
and more traightforward. He accepted the Zionist line 
reluctantly and under pre ur , at fir t but having ac
cepted it he follow d through hone tly and firmly. In 
the end he found him e1 in direct conflict with Britain s 
Bevin. He did not brink from the encounter but sup
p rted by popular pinion he tuck to hi gun and 
forced the tate Department to acquie ce in hi pro
Zioni t policy. 

Making the full t all wance for Truman gradual 
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but genuine con er ion to the Zioni t cau e a weU a 
the beneficent influence of ome of hi per onal friend 
and supporters, the record leave no r om for doubt 
that be would never have gone a far as h did were it 
not for the con tant pre ure e erted up n hi dmin
istration and the pro pect of whole al d fection from 
the Democratic Party. 

The whole procedure repr ented a r volutionary 
change in Zioni t policy and p litical t chnique. From 
Herzl's earfest diplomatic exploration do, n to he 
day of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate, and 
Weizmann late t effor political Zioni m as political 
mo tly in the en e that it pur ued politi al obj ctiv . 
It ought to achieve these objectives larg ly by diplo
macy; and con idering ow few and doubtful were the 
cards in their hand , Zioni t diplomats had play d them 
killfully and at time brilliantly. But in the final ana

lysis, diplomacy to be succes ful, must be backed by 
omething more concrete and sub tantial than idea , 

sentiment and remote potentia1itie . It i a game of give 
and take and the would-be dimplom t 11u t have . ome
thing of value to offer or withhold. He mu t be in a 
po ition to benefit his, friends, and infl.ict injury on hi 
adver ane . Herzl had gra ed thi principle firmly, but 
lacked the counter with which to negotiat . The gr a t 
diplomat our people had produced inc Di rae1i died 
of a bro en hea t-for lack f bargaining po er. 

Weizmann wa more ucce ful in the circum tancc 
of the fir t World War. or all hi per anal charm, p r-
ua ivene and k■il he uld have failed lik erzl-

but for the fac that Britain hard-pre ed in the truggle 
with Germany wa an iou t gain th hol h arted 
up port of the J ewi h p pl : in Ru ia on the one 

hand and in America on the oth r. he non.Jewi h 
world regarded th Jew a po r to r c on ·th, 
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and even exaggerated Jewish influence and Jewish unity. 
Britain· need of Jewi h upport furni bed Zionist dip
lomacy the element of strength and bargaining power 
which it required to ba k its moral appeal. 

The circum tances of World War II were radically 
different. Jewry was de troyed in Central Europe and 
politically immobilized in Soviet Ru ia. Hitler carried 
out hi program of extermination without ,effective op
position from any quarter. In the eye of practical poli
tician be had demon trated that Jewish power and in
fluence were a myth. What wa really crucial in the new 
circumstance wa the fact that the Jews of the world 
were now perforce olidly arrayed with Britain a the 
leader of the democratic world in the war against Hitler. 
There a no need to woo the Jews, for they had no 
alternative. On the contrary it wa the Arab who had 
to be wooed, for they could flirt with the Axi -as they 
did. Disaffected they had to be appea ed; loyal, they 
had to be rewarded. So overwhelmingly were the British 
convinced of the reality of Arab power and the com
plete los of our bargaining pos·tion, that our cause in 
England became hopele· s. 

The es ence of Silvers revolutionary approach lay 
in the new reali m which he introduced. He came to 
perceive that diplomacy, unsupported by some form of 
power, degenerated into mere htadlanut-backstair 
interce ion-humiliating and futile. There wa no other 
way but to recreat for Zioni m the bargaining position 
it had lo t, building it up out of uch elements of trength 
a the J ewi h people till po e ed. The chief po itive 
element in our po ition were two: fir t, the growing 
trength of the Yi huv it ability to re i t and it offen
iv power to t ike • condly the potential power of 

five mil i n American J w if properly organized and 
led and if their collective strength wa fearles Iy em-
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ployed. Activi m-here and in Pale tine! 

The moment the war wa won in Europe, Silver 

favored full . upport f r the re i tance mo ement in 

Pale tine. If th rebelli u ne of th rab wa a 
factor J ewi h rebelli u ne could be no le a factor 

even more embarra ing to Britain in h r int rnational 

relation . Activi m and re i tance in Pale tine had to be 

matched and supported by an qually aggres ive and 

relentle policy in America-on the politic I plane. It 
meant abandonment of apolo 0 etic and defen ive atti

tudes in favor f an offen ive pirit u tained by trik

in O power. The political offen ive a to be directed in 

the first place again t the Briti. h G vernment but al o 

again t anti-Zioni t influence entrenched in a hington. 
Both the Brif h and merican government w re to 

feel the full im act of an arou d and militant body of 

pinion compri ed of mim n • of merican citizen , 

Jew and hri tian. alike. Und r Silver lead r .. hip they 

did. 

Dr. ilver an<l h" • olleague dre th moral trength 

t per evere in their ttit d t ar the merican gov

ernment from the con iction hat the e wa n inc m

patibility between Zioni t a piration and American 

intere t in the ear a t. On th contrary, it wa their 

firm be1ief that the e tabr hment of a democratic Jewi h 

State in Pal tine a n t nly c n i tent with tradi

tional American p lie but w uld redo md t the ad

vantage of the nited t t by helping t tabiliz and 

. trengthen th ar Ea t th ugh ti ·timulatin ex

amp]e of modern progre ive civilization and democratic 
imilar to tho of America it elf. 

* • * * 

Another tormy chapter in ilver' t rmy career wa 

the controversy over the partition pr o als put forward 

by the Jewi h Agency in the ummer of 1946. He did 
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not oppo e partition in principle as a compromise solu
tion which might ultimately be accepted, but he rebelled 
furiou ly again t the tactical blunder of offering the 
ultimate compromi e--our "irreducible minimum"-to 
. o ruthle an adver ary as Ernest Bevin. "Offer him 
partition ' he warned and he will treat your compromise 
propo al a your maximum demand." And subsequent 
event vindicated hi judgment. 

Having had two p rsonal interviews with Mr. Bevin 
in t e fall of that year, Silver placed no reliance what
ever in further diplomatic negotiations with the Foreign 
Office. In tead, he favored political and physical resist
ance to Briti policy and vigorously advocated that 
cour e at t 1e Zioni t Congres in December 1946. 

hen 1 r. Bevin finally referred the issue to the 
TT ited ~ ti n -confident that Zionism would be de
f ·ln " l in that forum-Dr. Silver accepted the momen
tou: on ·bdity of mar balling the Jewish and pro

orce to win a favorable verdict. Again he 
threw himself into the stru gle with renewed zeal. 
Again h in isted that the key to the situation lay prim
arily in a hington and once again he mobilized public 

l · 1 • • .. nu u ed every av1enue of approach and in-
L 1 nc overcome the intertia and thinly disguised 
hostility . t!ll lurking in the State Department. 

Without aba oning the technique of mass action and 
pu bl· pr . :ure, be al o re orted to the arts of the ac
complished diplomat. killfully and sagaciously he 
o 1ght to i olate Britain nd the Arabs by building up a 

ma·ority for Je i h in pendence out of widely dis
pa ate element : the nited State~, the Soviet Bloc, 
the atholic countric of Latin America, the British 
Dominion , and We tern Eur pe. Silver''s colleagues on 
the Agency ecutive orked feverishly as a team at 
hi. ide and under hi direction. Every avenue of sup-
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port wa thoroughly e plored. Every clue wa n eticu
lously checked and pur ued. ot the smalle t or the re
mote t of nations but wa contacted and ooed. oth
ing wa left to chance. 

Even o, it was once more touch and go. Three day 
before the final ote in the As embly of the United 

ations we were ju t short of the required two-third 
majority to carry the Partition Re olution. Providen
tially Thanksgiving Day intervened, giving u a re pite 
of twenty-four hours for the la t upreme effort to corral 
the additional votes. By Saturday the 29th of ovem
ber, we had succeeded. For the fir t time in hi tory the 
nations of the world, in council a embled ga e moral 
and legal sanction to the re-e tab i hment of a Jewi h 
State in Palestine. 

The menace f Arab inva ion and Briti h abotag 
threatened the implementati n f the nited ations 
deci ion, which was to take final effec on the t rmina
tion of the Briti h Mandate,, May 14 1948. In arch, 
the American Governm nt sudden! r v ed its ition 
and declared for an international rustee hip ver 
Pale tine in place of partition. Silver threw himself int ) 
the truggle all over again ummoned a n tionwid 
conference for political action in W a hington, and re-
urned public pre ure upon the President and the tat 

Department. There followed a perilou p riod of behind
the-scene negotiation, . Repre entative f the State 
Department offered a new plan f mediation if the pro
clamation of the Jewi h State ould b po tp ned. The 
offer of the tate Department reputed to have come 
also from the Pre ident him elf, wa rejected-though 
the cour e macked of defiance. To be more precise 
we inf or med Ben-Gurion of our vot in favor of rejec
tion, leaving the ultimate deci ion a fe1t e mu t, 
to the Yi huv it e1f. 
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The Jewish State was proclaimed and was promptly 
recognized by the U.S. and the Soviet Union. The pol
itical battle was won. For the moment, however, politics 
and diplomacy gave way to the test of war. The ultim
ately deci ive victory of the cause was won on the field 
of battle, by the valor of the Yishuv and the sacrifice 
of its heroic youth. Without this military triumph the 
political victory would have been fruitless and evanes
cent. But without the political victory and the moral 
sanction of the world which it conferred, Israel's War 
of Independence would not have been fought and won. 

Silver's resolute leadership, his militant and audacious 
policy, his overall strategy and the prodigious activity 
he unfolded-the e were largely responsible for the pol
itical triumph. He had moved and acted in the great 
tradition of Herzl and Weizmann: the achievement was 
perhap greater than they had dared hope for. 

To gain international sanction for Jewish statehood 
had been the ta k of political Zioni m since Herzl. To 
an extent scarcely r1ealized a yet, the completion of the 
ta k ha been the historic ac ievement of Abba Hillel 
Silver. 
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he Brith Rishonim of the United tate aims to: 

I. Provide a central address to which any member ma 
turn for advice or counsel and find companionship 
among men and women with the same hi toric pat; 

lI. t from tim to tim in rd r o ive public pr ·-
ion to opini n on important i ue in urr nt Zi ni 

life; 

Ill. Prote t and defend the hon r and pre ti of th Zi ni ·t 
Movement; 

I . End avor to collect and pr data d alin 
history of th Zionist o m t in th Unit d tat . 
particularly th individual c ntribution made b mcr
ican Zionists in th pre- tate de clopment o th Jewi h 

ational H me. 

L ~1AR O H , Pr . id .Ill 

ROBER z LD Vice-Pr ident 

R BBi M. IRSHBLU Vi -Pr ident 

MEYER BROW Trea ur r 

MORRIS MARGULIE Honorary Secretary (deceased) 

amuel Bonchek Roe L. Halprin 

Dr. S. ederbu h Dr. Emanuel eumann 

Paul L. Goldman Dr. Jo ph B. ch chtman 
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UNDER THE GENERAL TITLE: 
A GALAXY OF 
AMERICAN ZIONIST RISHONIM. 

THE BRITH RISHONIM OF THE U.S., lNc., has issued 

the following pamphlets containing addresses delivered 

before its member hip: 

RICHARD GOTTHElL 
First President, Zionist Organization of America 

by MORR), MARGULI 

• HE RIETT A lOLD 
Founder of Hadassah 
by TA 1 R DE SOL. p L 

• ISRAEL FRIEDLA DER 
American Zionist Theoretician 
by DR. 1UEL M RGO HE 

• HARR FRIEDE LD 
Second President, Zionist Organizati n of America 

by ROBERT Szo o 

• ACHMA SYRKI 
Founder American Poale Zion 

by BE HALPER 

• LOUIS LIPSKY 
Architect American Zionism 

by MEYER W. WEISGAL 

• STEPHE S. \VISE 
Foremost Leader American Jewry 

by DR. AHUM GOLOM • 

• ABBA HILLEL SIL V R 
Militant Zionist 
by DR. E 1 EL 
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SILVER, Abba Hillel, rabbi, 

was born in Lithuania, Jan. 28, 1893, son of Moses and 

Dina (Seamon) Silver. The family came to this country 

-- in 1901 (?) and settled in New York city, where his 

father was a rabbi. Abba H. Silver received his 

I ~ 

preliminary education at public JKrschools in New York 

~ 
city ~f>: and was graduated B.A. in 1915 at the University 

of Cincinnati. Simultaneously he had attended Hebrew 

Union College, where he was ordained a rabbi in 1915.- , ~ t-=1 FT~ 
1 t--J I o. 1 n f c 1 , . , ~ .1 c. 

c ... ~ )' 111 ·1 r"• > T·1 ~i , - n ,:-. -~ ., 
F rom that year until 1917 he was rabbi of Congregation 



. , . . . . I ,, 
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L'Shem Shamayim, Wheeling, w.va., and from the latter 

year until the close of his life he served as rabbi of 

Temple Tifereth Israel in Cleveland, Ohio, one of the 

largest Reform congregations in the United States. In 

1924 a new $1,300,000 temple building was dedicated. 

Silver served as visiting university minister at the 

Uni varsity of Chicago, and at Har-vard, Cornell, Syracuse, 

Purdue, and New York universities. In 1940 he was 

Dudleian lecturer at Harvard. Silver was a leader in 

Jewish affairs for nearly hall a century. His adherence 

' < t e r
to Zionism dated to early childhood. ..As a te _ ~Q 

. 
(' I! .. , .2 <-:: "' 

Jo..i d the Herzl Zion Club in New York city, the earliest 
A 

boys' group in the American Zionist movement. In 1942 he 

took part in a historic conference of American Jewry in 

lev York city, at which a de.finite program was adopted, 

defining the establishment of an independent Israel as 



. ' 

.. . .. ..· t .' 
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the principal aim of Zionism. In 1943, with Rabbi Stephen 

s . Vise, he formed the Ame rican Zionist Emergency Council, 

of which he was chai rman for a numbe r of years. This 

o rganization brought t he I srael statehood question before 

r A--
the U. S. Congress r es O l U tion , .favoring 

1--t ¢. V-'I 
\ (.. • ! 

Israel's statehood r..all.~ ,., · s, the.,. 
h 

11 
.._ I.' t s ( 1 ~ 11 .> ()...., I 

included in the 1944 platforms of both major parties. On 

May 8, 1947, as chairman of the America n section of the 

J ew ish Agency for Palesti ne, he presented the case before 

a committee of inquiry of the United Nations for the 

establishment of Israel a s a nation.On Nov . 29, 1947, the 

partition plan was voted by the Uni t ed Nations. He served 

a s national chairman, board of ov ernor s, Stkte of Isra el 

Bonds ; president (1945-46 ) and l &te r honora~y president, 

of the Zionist Organ ization of me rica; chairman (1938-43) 

.. 
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of United Palestine Appeal; co-chairman of the United 

Jenish Appeal; director 0£ American Friends of Hebrew 

University; and president {1945-47) of the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis. An early champion of the rights of 

organized labor and mediator in many labor disputes, he 

was one of the first advocates in the u. s. of unemployment 

insurance. He framed the first unemployment insurance 

legislation in Ohio; was a director of the American Civil 

Liberties Union; a member of the Ohio commission on 

nemplo ent problems of t he Negro, tho National Child 

Labor committee, and the Ohio Race Betterment Association 

(charter member) . He helped to found, in Cleveland, the 

first Community Fund in the u. s., was a board member of 

the Cleveland chapter of the erican Red Cross, and 

r-erved on the advisory co m-ttee of the Birth Control 

:,e e. He was author of "Messianic Speculations in 
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I s rael" (1927), "Democrat·c Impulse in Jewish History" 

(1928 ), "Religion in a Changing 1orld' (1930), "World 

Cris is and Je\vlsh Surviva l" (1941), "Vision and Victory" 

i ' 
(1940), "Where Judai Di:f:feredn (1956). IY\e,3~:::. """' 1 

c 
- 1 ~ 1..: ~• (!..l <, ,u • ..+ <.., TC fU\. Ii· ( ,~;, ( ) 

(Have any noteworthy details been omitted 
:from the above su a ry o:r his career?) 

Duri ng the First World tar t he United States sent him to 

F.i. nee on a special mi ss i on, for which he was decoi:·ated as 

n orficier de 1 1 Instruc t ion Publique de France . He received 
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A 
the Cl>rdozo Memorial award of' Tau Epsilon Rho in 1949; the 

annual National Service award of' Phi Epsilon Pi in 1948; 

the Award of Merit of Jewish War Veterans of the U. S. 

in 1951; the annual aw ard of Zeta Beta Tau in 1953; and 

the Louis D. Brandeis a iard of the American Zionist Council 

in 1925, and an honorary D.H.L. degr e in 1941 from Hebrew 

Union College, and of' honorary degrees of Litt. D. from 

Western Reserve University in 1928 and H.H.D. from the 

University of' Tampa (Fla.) in 195/~ -
/"il 1 ;> p 1. " ' ' 1 ' i , , ' #-- , ' , • , 

A village in Israel 
I\ 

was named af'ter him - Kfar Silver - by the Zionist 

Organization of' America. Silver was a member of' the Jewish 

"' . - - -~ 
r·· Publication Society of America, Jewish War Veterans 

/ (national chaplain), Alumni Association of Hebrew Union 

College (pres. 1936-37), the Cleveland Jewish Welfare 

"' 
{' I <JC I 

, .. ,,. 
.,J t • It/ ( -' I I i L. ( ;") i Yl ' ' I I A I I 

. 
l-• 

,. ·, ,t .. I ( 
,, f; 

,,.., ' .,., r.J e . t~ ( ' I• . , 
... .,. 

----'r 
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Federation, Jewish Welfare Fund of Cleveland (chairman 

1935-41), Council of Je ish Federation and Welfare Funds, 

and the Cleveland Bureau of Jewish Education {pres. 

192~-32). He also b longed to the Alathians, and the 

City and Oakwood clubs of Cleveland. 

{Did he have any hobbies, or special 
recreational interests?) 

Silver was married 1n Wheeling, .• Va., Jan 2, 1923, 

to Virginia, daughter of Louis Horkheimer ot that 

place, a wholesale wool merchant, and had two sons: 

Daniel Jeremy, and Raphael David. Abba H. Silver died 

in Cleveland, Ohio, ov. 28, 1963. 



fub i _ Ja. 1111 l Silver ot The Tem le, Clev lend., Ohio., one of th largest 
Jewish con regations in erlca, vietted Fr~nce urln t.e e 1e 1 of 1918, 
in tho int rest o! the Oo ttee on Public Inf 0ITL1ation, e .. nd at the re ueat 
of the French High Co. ission to the nited State. 

R~b 1 ~lver visited the entire Meri can and French f rant. ·e he 
America.n ! rce during th battle of Che.teau Thiery n ent some ti .e at 
Verdun. 

• 
He made a ranute study of our Service of Sup ly., devoting ny d,· ye to a 
careful survey of k: ertcan Docks, arehou o , A . Je ling Pl nts :1 d R ilro d 
De ote in France. 

e eJ.so vi ited ~any of Field ~-n :is , ·i>a it=..ls of t1e .American ~ 

French f oroes. He 1,ent much o! his ti111 , th t o .oys et t . ont nd 
gained an • ntinis.te insi t into tr. ir life, th ir 1,roble .a t eir ide •la. 

* * * * * 

Art cle published in tr The C1. ty11 ., t e .... ekly Bulletin o! the City CJ.1 b of 
Clevel nd; before ich Club Rab 1 ... lver spoke very hort!.·r after l'iie 
re~urn from France. 

" ,.o one ho l a ever heard a 1 Silver wi 1 
ant to miss hearing 1 first ublio address 

since is return fro oversea. H~ has eeleote 
a ub j ect which ha a larg r"'n e. n e i&!)res
sions fro t e Front 11. 

R~b 1 Silver country only 
within the t t o s 1 y be ure 
that t1a a a ..,e he will us • 11 b the 
very latest from t e front. t •elect y the 
Bureau of Public Infon1ation and t gh ranch 
Co ion to be• nt to Fran e to insect tle 
work of the , erlcan Forces in the different 
branche of service. s ent sot e ti e in t.1e 
vicinity o! Verdun, will tell of the almost 
un eli vable etrldes t t th ni ted states has 
a e in esta~liehi g an managing the differ nt 

branc iee of the ·:erk in France. 

• 11 ci tiz ns will r en er Rnbui Silver' i 
prom tu addre at t ty Club lat year1 w~en 
t e eaker eche uled for the day did not a rive. 
It is now bit cf City Club istory, nd proved 
to be th addre of th ast s ason that caused 
ore co ent than any ot er. On oft e me bera 

has aai that a gre ter cot1rli ent ,s ai to 
Pab 1 lver t ~t d y than the City ub h s eve 
p ~d to n e k r. The oo lir nt was that not 
a ingle left the room during the addres 11 

• • * * • 



Article ubli e in the eeling 1e ve> 
ct ber 13th, 1918: 

e lin , . e.., 

Ra bi ~11v rte ls of ~r on Fr n Soil. 

o er papular R_bbi of Eoff Street Te vie returns to evclan. 
Thrill e.u 1 no in Forest Cit., by it ressive talk- a eal for 

lo~n. 

11 '"':-. i H. Si , r-" fo . ly of the of Stre " ·:·:·m. le of thi city., 

but no., of Cleve:wn ., hio, thrille e. city club audicnc .. ,.,hie filled 

t e rC>llenden ballroo in thet city lat 1eekJ ith an lo~u nt pictura 
o t· o ~ •1 t and hig devotio., of t} e youth of 1 erloa, in th w~r 

zones of r~•--- :.e e .1t to France in t 1.e service of the Co1i;1:J. t-tee on 

Public In.cn>;a~n eeven-il mon hs "'_ , &..nd he h~.9 re:u.ne • ; r in)' with 

faith in tl eter-. -- 1 r:l.ght~u,ne a of the cause in 'tuich Americ~.ns are 

ig ting e-· dying) an int· co pletene a of it destine' t h. 

nlik ~ ? , ny not .... "'os rv rs of t . con i tion at : e front n • behind 

t .e ':,c.. t t ~ lin J _ , .,k to -t Fr noh ort hi ch hrtv ~n trar. f on··ed 

y 4 •· rio n energy &.' ~ rlo n : che.nic--1 r ourc > .~"'J-.1 Si v r c." 

relativ-..1 lit-tl at · tin> i :.i a r > to re~i f e.ct.J, n· 

itk~ .,.., ··- ,.. c 1 'i •• • ~z.n, - ...., t h oun ti ·e to rouse his e.uclience t great 

enthusie.am by hi f erv nt eclaration t at -; .. t the .Aila11.c n ~1..ocr cy 
it ·•~.d r e.d o (1 th&.t th ... h le cult of 

Ge - n su rlcrity in fioi nc., ·:ao ie . 

... lie tc in 1v· • Jt~nceo of liAA ... ea evotion sax 
and on fortitude f e ing ere ubor i ate to hi n 

tl > ~ t o ful autiful pl a o i hear rs to interpret 

ly r fit ccor in y by th irit al u 111ity of i~ r> yet th 

V g S o ~.~ .agnificant > the a aol· elf-sacrifice 

and fine hwr. n brot .erhoo of th.., 1. ca.n oye in Franc oved hi 

f l oi iz n a au i nc s ldo t.n·ill . 

... h i a 1 .i orce il;to hi tribute to 

. 0 in into 11ro,, c t et th a ie to r n f or, the 

clean in~ an· t ~tin~ of t.e fiery fur c of ar ,oul k rican 

thou t and t eling n~ P. erica.n 11 near to rlo 1 es e~ o 

h ·a broth rood, no rer tot, ~ irlt of all tru r li the 

v y so of justic > ""n rvioe an ov rr 



SIL , BA. HittELa rabb1J b e einatadt., Schirwindt, Uthuania, J • 28, 

1893J • o s and Dian& (~uno:n) S. J A.B. tran U. ot Cincinnati, 191SJ rabbi 

bnrw Union coll , 1915, n. n., 192SJ Litt. D. , w.~.-;t·~rn eserwa, l928J D.H •• , 

ebrew uni. n Coll , 1941J n. ., lJm.Vi r . ot "'•,ma_, 19Sl; Rabbi Con tioo 

t•Shem ShAnll&V!lm, m\-a.iiiil:i:rig, • ., 191$-17. The le, Cl land, ince 1917. 

Chmn., rican ction, Jewieh ncy for atina, 19L7- 49J Chainum, rican 

Zionist Daer ncy Council, ~7-49J C • and co-c • , uni d ,Pale tine A al, 

193 43J ri n nd or llAhl"Mf trniwrsit)r, dir. J central cont r . 

bbie, Pree. 19 37 J C• ve. Jewi h lta Fed. , bd. merllba:r J Jm 

Fund ot Ole • •• Chairman., 19JS-41J A rican Civil Lt: rtiea Union, bd. berJ 

rudleian lecturer, R rd Uni rm.. ty, 1940, In Prance, orld ar, decorated ot-

ficer de l•Inetruction publique (n-ance)J author, 1, 

1927J mocratic mpul orld, 

19JOJ orld Criei1 nd Jerleb surnval., l.941J Vi on nd Victory, l9!Sl. 

Dr. Silwr n an early champion ot the ri h, of organized labor d o ot 

the .ti.rat a o te in th Uni d stat ot UDl!lllll11..0J,ment in ran • 

In hie book, "I ida U .s •", John aunt r ape a ot Dr. Silver u 11th first 

citizen or Cl land• . 



SECTION 3 

YOUR BASIC FILE DATA 

NOTE: 111 The SUPERSEDED SKETCH pasted below is NO 
LONGER ACTIVE and is used only for filing con
venience. 

121 DATA YOU MAY HAVE SUPPLIED since it was pre
pared AIE NOT shown on this cerd, as they ore 
filed separately. 

(JI Therefore DO NOT supply again. 

Any biography-in-brief of you to be hereafter published in 
WHO'S WHO will, neceuarily, be based on the data below (and 
any revisions you may have supplied since these were originally 
typeset) UNLESS you now supply on this file card NEW, and/or 
current additional data having to do with the LAST THUE MONTHS 
(using Section ◄ to the rightl, and/or additional changes or cor-

rections !using Section 2 overleafL 

SILVER, Abba Hillel, rabbi; b. ~r!nst:i t, Seh1r
whll1t, Litbuania, Jan. 28, 1803; s .• loses and Diana 
(S amon) S.; A.B. from U. of Cincinn ti, 1 lS; 

rabbi lfolmw Uuion Coll., 1 15, D.D., 1:)25; Litt.D., 
Western Resene, l ; D.H.L., Hebrew Uni n Coll., 
19.:Jl; 11.H.D., U. Tnmr>a. Fla.; Litt.D., Dropsie oll. 
10;,1; m. Vlrginln, d. L ni. nd C1ementinc llork
hclJner, Jan. 2, 1923; children-Daniel, Raphncl. 
Rabbi Congreg tion L"."hem "hamayim, b eliut, 
l 15-17, The Temple, CIE.'ve., 1917-. at. cbma., 
bd. gon. State of Israel Bond ; former pre id t 
Zionist Orgn. Am .• now hon. pres.; former chmn. 
Am. section, Jewi h Agency for Palestine, . m. Zion
ist Emergeoey Council (chairman), United Palest ne 

ppeal (co-chairman and ehainnan 1938-43), 
United Jewish Appeal (co-cbmn.), Am. ll'rknds or 
Hebrew Univ. (dlr.), at. Cblld Labor Com., Oeot al 

ont renee Am. Rabbis (pres., 1945-47) Alumni 
ssn. Hebrew nion Coll. (pres. 193~37i,, Jewi!b 

War Veterans ( nat. chnplain), Jewish PUbL oe. 
America (mem. bd.), le eland Jewish Welfare Fed. 
(bd. mem.), .kwisb WeICare Fund of Cle\leland 
(ebmn., 1935-41), Cou il Jewi h ed. and l ellar 
Funds (mem. bd.}. American Civil Liberties Union, 
Cleveland A sociate Charities; member Aclvi ory 
Cowmittee American Birth Control League; charter 
mem. Ohio Rae Betterrn,,nt s n.; mem. bd. Clcve
]l.l)d Cbapte,r, Not. Red Ct ; Ohi<> Commn. on Uo
mnplo1men~ Probl ms or lb ecro: presiden~ Clqve
land Bureau Jewi h Educatron, 1924-32; Scrv d 
university p aeher JI rvard, Cornell, Univ. or Cbgo., 
Syracuse, Purdue, w York. Dudlelan lectu , 
B:mnrd tJniver ity, 1040. In France, World War; 
decor ted Officer de l'Instruction pubtique (France). 
Rcceh-cd Corrlozo lemori ward or Tau Eps\Jon Rho, 
1949; ann. Nat. en. Award Phi Epsilon P(, 10.JS· 
Award ot Merit Jewish War Veterans ot the United 
State , 1951; annual award of Zeta Beta Tau, 1953. 
C111b : Alathians, Oakwoorl, CJt1. Author: Mes ianic 
Speculatloos in I rael. 1927; Democratie Impulse in 
Jewish llistory, 1928; Religion in a Changing ~ orld, 
19:l0; World Crl Is and Je J h uni\'al, 1011; V ion 
and Victory, JDlOi Wh re Judaj m Differed, 19~6. 
Home: 19 10 Sh k r m~d. Office: The Temple, .&. 
105th St. and An el Rd., Cleve. 

<The above sketch DOES NOT CONTAIN rev111on1 recently 
supplied by you, but THEY ARE ON FILE AND Will IE USED . I 

SECTION 4 

FOR NEW DATA NOT IN FILE AND THAT 
HAVE TO DO WITH THE LAST 

THREE MONTHS 

Nole in the blank space below data that have to do with the 
LAST THREE MONTHS and are appropriate for bringing a concise 
biography-in-brief of you completely down to dot-BUT which 
are NOT given to the left, and which have NOT heretofore been 

supplied to the Editors. 

THE FOLLOWING NEW DATA HAVE TO DO WITH THE 
LAST THREE MONTHS, AND HAVE NOT BEEN HERETOFORE 

MADE AVAILABLE TO THE EDITORS BY ME . 

[ 

Us th blanli space above to the right for data IN ADDITION to thos pasted above to th left !provided you hove NOT ] 
previously 1upplied them) that have to do with the last th,ee months . Use Section 2 Ion other side I for malling changes in 

them and/or other data heretofore supplied . 

WA/NII FOIM BEGINS OVEILEAF 



DUPLICATE NBR FILE CARD 

[ 
Use the accompanying self-addressed envelope to return this cord to the Editors-Marquis Pwblications Building, Chicago-I 1, ] 
USA, WHETHH Olt NOT lfVISIONS ARE INVOLVED as 10 doing is directly to you, advantage lsee covering letter .l 

NAT. BIOG. FILE REVISION 

No. \Af..\/t-lqR 

PLEASE CAREFULLY NOTE: Turn to your original file 
data-pasted on the other side (Sedion 3)-for 
guidance In checking below (Sedlon 1 ), or instead 
fllllng In overleaf and below (Sedions 2 and 4). Do 
not place on this card any data which •ppear under 
Section 3, or any other data (or changes) heretofore 
sent the editors. Use this card only for data having 
to do with the LAST 3 MONTHS and NOT previously 
supplled, and/or changes in your basic data (Sedion 
2) or data previously supplied. 

t-------------- -
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

,-

By Date 

Rev. Rec .-Filed - -
By Date 

Other data in File 

PUB. I I I l I I I 

SECTION 1: CHECK ( ~) IN THE SQUARE IF RETURNING THIS CARD WITH DATA 
HAVING TO DO WITH THE LAST THREE MONTHS AND NOT ALREADY SUPPLIED. 

□ 
Check this square if the f 'ollowing statement applies {see note above 
regarding return of card): MY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA GIVEN ON THE OTHER 
SIDE (SECTION 3) OF THIS CARD ARI CORRECT (when any revisions I 
have already sent to the editors, and those c,oncerning the last three 

months noted under 4 overleaf, are entered). 

SECTION 2: FOR CORRECTIONS OR CHANGES IN IASIC DATA (SEC. 3) AND/OR 
IN DATA PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIED. 

The following inaccuracies and/or changes NOT ALREADY SUPPLIED should be 
noted in connection with the data pasted overleaf (Sedion 3), and/or other 

data I have heretofore sent the editors: 

[ 
U,e the 1pate abov only for CHANGING Ol COllECTING data either pasted ov ,leaf or hertofore supplied. Use ] 
Section 4 (on other side of this card) for new data nev , heretofore 1ent to the Editors and having to do with the last 3 months . 

-

fORM CONTINUES OVHLUF WA/NH 



DR. ;_J • • BIRKHE 
N tin 1 Director, Friends of De ocr cy 

ill · pe k on t e ubJ~ct 

· 1 
f 0 TIE ROP FRONT 

CHAJ IO O. D~ ex; CY TO CU Y T LE L?IT 

occupied, 
anti-Nazi 
Birkhead, 

The Tem le is h pp/ to un~e ~ tits Jul it ill be 
next S i .. 1ornin~, b~ one of t e remost leaders of 
and ti-Fascist ctivit in the Unit S • tes Dr. L. •. 
e d f the "Friends of Damocrac "• 

A dynamic .erson lit and one r the re· t rec ers 0£ 
America, Dr. Birkhe l -s devoted i self eve since t e L2.zi 
c e into po. ·er to ex s• 0 thair cons Jirc..cies in th... United t .... tes. 
He hus broue;ht t li ht any· of t s b "ers ve roups in the United 
St tes, their lealers and or ni .era. The inform~tion hich he 
compiled ~s been used extensive bJ t e res, the pul it and om
gove ent . 

Dr. Birkhe d .ills caK on n r n the ro nd Front. 





SILV , ABBA HI L, rabbi, orator and Zi nit le der, b. einstudt, Lithu i, 1 95. 

He as brou ht to the United tate by hi parent in 1902, ettlin, in . e v York City. 

As >oy he le ing member of Hebre~ spe ne:, club, named fter The dor H rzl, 

hie c nducted debates and perfo ed pla sin the Hebre lang ge . He st ied t the 

Univer ity of Cincinnati and the Hebrew Union Colle e, g adu· ti brom both in 1915. 

He then bee e rabbi o of treet Tem le, heelin, • . Va. To e rs l~ter he received 

cal.l to The em le of Clevel d, no the largest fo Co reg tion in the nited 

ct tes, e he as still Swrving in 1942. Durin. his ministr:1~ the bea tiful n 

Tern le c now hou e the congre tion a uilt. In 1925 he received the de ree 

of D •• rom the He re Union College. 

ilver sac ive in the~ ntr 1 Confer nee of erican ·bbis, the Uni n of 

eric He re o re ·tions n· the ebre Union Coll ge . He took .. a leadin rt 

int e civic and phil thro ic a fAi~s o t. Cleve1 ·nd co unity. He sponsored the 

irst unemplo ent insur co in io, as the boa of irectors o~ t e 

eric n Civil Liberties Union, and a intere t n child l bor le isl ti.on. He 

w s h irman o_ the Cleveland J ish • r Fund r 19~5 to 1941, a.rrl co-f oun er f 

the C veland ure of Je ish uc tion an t fir t resid nt. He o-ch 

of the Unit d Je ish A.pa· 11 und c i an of th United le tine AJ e·l from 9 8 

on. He tr veled exten ively in behalf of th sec uses. 

Durin the ir t orld ar he ;.) sent to r ce b the United I,,; tes 

Governm nt and at the invit·t·on ot the ~ ench Gov nt, hioh later ve him 

a ecor tion. He ttand d a number of internavi n ion t c ngre se n int e 

~prin o 1 4~ visited gland n a di o tic mis ion for th Zioni t ov ntas 

well as to aid the c· paign of r·tish Je 

Since t e ginnin0 o i c·reo, 

for the al stine Found, ti n d. 

ilv r la ed an import nt rt in the 

eric Zioni t uove ent. He held an ber f import 

pr si ent of the ' i ni t r aniz· ion o erica. nnd a 

offices, aerving a vice

mber of the Zi nist ction 

Commit t e, the Cowicil of the J ish ., enc and of t e eric • ergancy Conmi t tee 

for Zionist Aft irs. In 1921 he as leading member of the r deis ack gro p t as 
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one of the first oft e di senter to ret n to active ' ioni t ervice. He avo ed 

~plan.or the xten ed Jo,ish enc ropose by ei ann rs. ll, ic. 

1 terr tified at Zurich in 1929. He ent red t 1e 1· ts activel a inst the ritish 

govern. ent's plan top titio Pal stine, later bandoned. He ,as a con ·stent critic 

of ritish ad.ministr tion in alestine s oke v it vigor nd s 11 in con e +· .. vl.On 

of British violation of the·r m datory undert· ing . To ether : th """'°""" .. ei Unte , er 

h organized the ti~Nazi o cot •ove ent in the Unit St tes. 

In a iti n to still in negotiation · n dmini~tr· tion, Silv r Pse.c d a 

uni ue nnd unrivalled : !·t of or to • n occ sion his fervor and pa ion de la ting 

impre sions on lar·1 e udiences. Hi se ona nd ;ublic ddre ·se ·, ere dist n ui hed 

or 0 race of ex.ression and vision, for in tyle and ori in lit o. t u ht, :h "ch 

often rose to lofty dr .. atic hei hts, ru1a for boldne d caJ.r e . It tet a t d rd 

Je is pulp o • for Zion! t platfo utteranc s 

ritin s incl e: es ianic S ecul io in ncient I sr el (1 7)J 

The D ocr tic Im ulse in Je • h Hi~tor r (1928}; R li ion in a C 

• or ld Cri is and J e is urvi v-a ( l., 41) . e as ·;rded honor:: de rree b, t rn 

R ~erve Univ rsity (Litt.D., 1928) d the Hebre Union Colle e (D.H.L., 1~ 1) and in 

1940 a dleian lecturer t J rv·rd Univ rr.it . 



I THE TEMPLE 

During bbi Silver's ministry at The Temple, the congregation has more 
tan doubled its membership and now it is the largest liberal Je~ish congregation 
in the United States. 

In 1924 the New Tem~le, at E. 105th Street and Ansel Road, one of the most 
impos:ng religious edificies in the count , ·as built. 

The Tern le Religious chool N ich offers a systematic course in religious 
education under tr~ined professional instructors is housed in a se~ar~te school 
building and h s been a pioneering institution in the religious field in the 
country. Rabbi Silver has confirmed over ai8e boys and girls in the last 2' ears. z <"t;' 06 

His ~eeklJ lectures on S ay ·or· in connection ith The Temple ervice 
have a:t been a civic institution forw/-'~ arter of a century and hav , attr~cted 
large congregations which included many non-Jews. 

II IN TIE co. anITY 

He has been acti ve in all the c ritable and cultural movements in our 
community, in the Cleveland Community Che t from its ver; ince ;>tion, the 
Associated Chb.rities, e Je--dsh ··elfare Fede~· tion, the Consumer 's Le e;;ue , 
the League for Human Rights. 

For seven years Rabbi Silver as Chel.irman of the Je7ish ·;elf re Fund of 
Clevel d. He as among the foun ers and the first president, for nine years, of 
the Bureau of Jev.ish Educ·tion. 

lII NATIOTAL ACTIVITIES 

Rabbi Silver has been a leader in the Zionist .- over:1ent of t he 1mrld. He has 
made many visits to Palestine, England and many countries in Euro~e in its behalf, 
and has been in ontact wi th their leading statesmen. 

n-t:ft1!1!--,i,flR-4rT'1:'Ye ye~rs he has been ation 1 Chairman of t~e Unite Pa estine 
A peal, the central agency hich raises funds for the rebu i g of Palestine. 
Under his leadership of this Fund, t enty million dollars.J:.1.i,v-A-ftfl!!m~for~arded to 
Pale tine to stimulate its development and to ma e po·sible abort· of 
hund eds oft ousands of refugees from Europe. 

Rabbi Silver a so ational Co-Chairman of t.~e United Jewish Appe 1 
which has devoted itself to t he i »ea11ea ~o, protection, and the relief of refu ees 
an w ..... r victims in all arts of t e orld and to the c,.l-ring of the ref ees who 
h ve come to this country. Rabbi Silver has visited hundreds of co, 1.uni ties in 
the United vt~tes in connection i th these activities. Since 1 5S, over ' ,000 000 
were raised by the United Je i sh A peal . (c 

Rabbi Silver • as been actively identified ·ith all the progres ive 
soc·a1 move ents of our d y . He ~as one of t he earliest advoc~tes of unem loyment 
insurance in this country and helped to brin0 about unemployment insuran·e in 
Ohio. He has been a cham ion of the rights of organized l abor and as fre uently 
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called upon to arbitrate in industrial disputes. 

His voice has been hea.rd at any im) ortant gatherings of social ·.orkers 
and conventions of school teachers and ~dministrators 1roughout the n~tion. 

AUTHOR 

Rabbi Silver has n-itten the following books: Mess·anic Speculations 
in Israel, 1927; Democ atic Impulse in Je~ish History, 1928; n.eligion in a Changing 
orld, 1950; •1 orld Crisis d Jewish Survival, 1941. 

Rabbi Silver was decorated bJ tne French Government in 1919 rith the 
cademic Palms. In 1928 he received the egr e of Litt.D. from .. estern Reserve 

University; in 1941 the degree of D.H.L. fr0m the Hebrew Union College . 

He has fre~uently addressed University gut' erings, and in 1940, he elivered 
the Dudleian ecture at rvard University. 
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o's ViQ. __ 

SB I A HI LL ... L JI L T ~ . , D . D. , o m N • ~ e-.r. IA I J;t 
J 

January 28t , 1893; son of ... !os s ilv r and 
Di&.nc. S runon. G d ua t d rom q Hebr ion 
Coll g and niv rsity of incinnati in 1 15. 
D0 r e~ of Doctor of Divinity d y Hebr 
Union Colleg , une, 1925 . ir inia, d ... u ht r 
of Louis dl1 CL Hor oi "lr o e 1 in", • Va., 

nuary ~ , 19 ... 
abb i Co ~r g~tion L'Sh~m Sham•yim, 

from 1915 to 1917. c~1led 
1 i. r 

t 
• 

mempl , vl v 1· nd in 1917. . ~ mb r ~x cuti v 
C ntral Conf ,renc /\; Co:-:r dos ion of .~ucc. tion 
.Amo rican -- ro., Con ·r , ions; "'~ cuti vo _ oard Con mers 
L aguo of hio; Dirac tor Int~rcoll i ute • ·enor· h ., o
cic. .. tion, iroctor ·.v i ·h blication Soci t.r of 
Board of tho~ a r· tion of Je· i C 'rities of Cl v l,nd; 
Bo ..... r of Cl vel n Associ' ted Ch ri Vi c ... r sid 
Zionist r naniz tion of erica • nd th 
Int rnationa.l c ions Co. i tt e o iz• ·ionj; 
card of overnor , Hebr, Coll e . 
I's in -:-:"Ir nc th rec.u st o 

uOV rnm nts o nd ~ru.nce • nd r• ts 
d corat db nt for cons icu us 
s rv·c. 
Addr ss : Th. 1 .m 
Ohio. 

• • : ... rquis • Com 
ubli ·hr 
OS . D r orn Str 

h·~, o, Ill . 

105t vt.at Ansel Road ,Cl v l · nd, 

t 

in P eric 
t 



BIO 

Dr. Abba Blllel ~ll••r of Clev 1 d, ia plritual Leader 
of one of the lar a\ liberal Jew i congreg tlone in rt.ca. He 
1• one t leader• of th Zioniat OT en, in rtca. 1• 
a mNr of t Jewlah ncy f or Paleatlne. U. baa 1» n ctlYel.7 
ldant1tled \h th great 10c1 v nt1 of our c:Iiw• He a 
member f re i dent Hover•• Un plo nt ell t C 1as1on • 
ou of f r1 of t Un 1 n, I sur ce Bill of Ohio. Be 
1• on th \lo Oiild Labor con:ml• loa, e 0.i 1 alon on 

lit 1 in uca tion, the eric ClTll Liberti•• Union and the 
:la\io orld Court Co .. m1 ttee. He la al•o on \he Board ot the 
Hillel tion. 

Dr. llYer haa Juat re,urm4 from an eiuh ' month• toe of 
•tllCb' ot the countrle■ of J:urope an Pale tine, durl which tbae 
he intern w 4 aollni, Pre 1a.ent asa.J7)c and JDaDT other 
:poll\lcal lead.era ln »irope. 

n& the b~ok• wh1 ch • 11 ver baa wri iun are 
• • ••1an1c pecula tion• ln l•r I;' ocr tic I ul•• ln Jewl lh 
Hl. to17• d' ell ion in a Ch~ng orld; 

I 



bba illel 8ilver - 1as ever':> n~.e ~ore ical in melod a11 ore ha . onio s 

in me nin? he f ther in nod; ~illel - a ·1a of prai e; ::iilve - tne voice 

to ni ·h, ye r by ye te. s o1 tl ous nc.s cielig ' ea.ly listen. $u h a m-=--11 is this 

11 A ot 11 of the Te._ le in Clev la."1Ci., Ohio. 

Bet\,een the dining room o the Go ernor linton . otel an the ha e of a fig 

tree in the Jordon V lley, t ere is, err aps, a contr~st. '.{et as I talked 1it'. R i 

clilver over our co fee, I could not but rec 11 a scene, ni.eteen lxundred ye rs o, 

when similar mm, .. ! th _ iel m dit tin0 in the cool of the foli e, received the 

ribute, 11 .,:je!!Old an Israelite in eed, in ho . t .ere is no ile. 11 .ere is one 

• .nose ;;entle no. ~ in! L co: versat • o::., ten er re rd or t· e ·•;ea.c nd cour ·eo 

a voc~c~ of .hat be belie es to be j sti~e, rec 11s the lines, ~rit en of t he_ ·nder 

of y ~ersonal fa th, he lood relation o • 11 ra is, 

To ti:.ose ·•'ho fall, ho • ind tnou art, 

:or, u od to t1 ose wno c:ee' . 

Eis first ords betr o; ed tne burden on hi at. - o million children int e 

United ::it tes he reminded me ''ere be in"' ro n ir ot.1 h conue n ion 

to in ·stri l err~lo- . ~nt. In • -=>ilvr 1 .. rote, t.er s nor cor. B t 

one C . 'ht t ile el!r~o 0 a vo·ce sa in of the. WtlO cause tne lit le' o?le 1 s to 

tumble th t it oul e b er Ior t · 1eP.J to ave ~ mill tone ed around t' e . 

nee. and cast into the mi le OI t _e ea. -ot 0 lon . .:, ago, he as boy hirn elf. 

In his 0 i io. s, so the · s ~ilver i extre e, nd it e that, 

a t time t he i • Ee is n • ther more xtreme nor le s his est.:.mat 

OJ. t e equity whicn is t'he orea"h o_ nis ver oe ~'he Chnr er o... Co .. merce .t 

Cl~vel d hall n e t' tr cie U..Yl. • ons. i 8ilver d red t e eities a.d 

resi e. s re ner of rL hteo ncss, it as o rt of i d ty, as 

conceived it, o cept the infallibility 1' the er .[>loyer . !10!1 'enator L, 

ollette r ~ for President, Dr. ~ · 1ver s orted ni e h is r a ons. _ht 

lso re uired co, e. 

... o suu~ st t .. t nis oliti. , Ll ther ·n trial or 1a tion- , are Pl s~n to 

all hi pool., wo l ba r . h e bee.. o di pleased s to s o. 
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Yet, ter t elve years· t t: d of the _emulP. in vlevel-nd,-he s rvives. 

.ot e of a \.,;on .. ra t oet .. ee. 11· n t' .. i5 great synap·o ·e rras ever 

been o t in~o :riti~. .. eeY- 1 s no ice he c n leave them t e l! n 

l e ve h.:. .. Y t, bOll.."'lO. on or lties nd. f'ection, t11ey cl .:.. to. et r. 

Of his 0

! lue ee, t~ere s ~ . l ::nan is sincere, 

it i 

rou le is t~ e m .1er l. hie' s .... c nri:.'lc i)le s are too 01 ten sertea.. 

etween or ver anci ravado, n re l. ll the 'i ferance. ge. tlem n C n 

ay anyt i:1; a."'ld et a,·a1 'th it. u.t not~1i:.1g said. y a •. d ru d bo ll.."'la.er, 

i:t his ie oe . 
erate, i ce t ola. .; • • lver is • ii ve.n. s 0 au ... no .,!r 1-

o. la el lice ~o\;ialisr . • He i too r11uch in erested i:i li1e to care :nuc'i.1. 

fo r l"' Del t, ve. in h's , ost . oc ialist • !!\00 s, ne . rs the t li . , !1 of 

commo.1se 1.se he se.se 0 1hat i ., l.,;Q .ion 0 n . ot~ rs ho is - r~e 

.ti .. ':~ ni-. 
.,. ever, .~·or L, r~ed y CO!l •i e n for tne oi:1 ... e lo . ... r • 

.. uc: ·oeen ·,ri t te! .1.• d: ~in t t 1 e of t' .I. o ... - r e .. 

i rru .. r I,. 4 ever t_ ere ere an i it is a - $i ver. - e o .e 

Lis oirth "1 oo~ hood. is t dt in • it hu n i . .r. he is .. ot c· i • of 

th~ hetto, at lea t, e i son o tile Je r y tat e.ci ed t. z r o. , 

n i . 
' a nine ye s ol t 1 t • 'I s ro • t across the 

tla.tic to the U. ited ti gte . If he is 0 1 ic pre sion, i it 

nv IOti er? If ne 1 ieves in Zionis n, need ,:e o r ri ed'l In P 1 sti 

. e es a h o:ae a.?1 ,1 r e "' e e , ever:- here e.lse in mi: o it t my be 

• im elf , a noroal m in norr.a s ciety, eve on·~ it out ocial 

restr.Lctio_ tee est t t r. :::,ilver is er of t .. 

e, 

xec tive oft e ,orl Zionist g ~izat·on n o~ t he 001 nGil of the J ·i h 

enc • 

of 

... ot t 11at a i ~il ver is anxio s ·or mere cri. 0:1 • 0 the , ail·_ i; .. a.l , 

e .. eak i tn " al.if ied re rence. To be r"' .~, he do es no"" • t Je s 
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anyvhere to ail at aJ.1Y w 11. e wants t e. to live tne lives that God 

nas given t'b.ern to live and ma1:e tn.e most o:f t':ieir lives. 11 J: e ·-e:!ole Area?" 

he remarked. 11 According to orthodox Juo..aism, it is defiled, a.""ld., as you , ._ o • , 

... oses ... onte:fiore would not step wit_ in it. 11 Racoi s·1ver 1 s ideas a re not 

geographic not even cere ..... onial, but S0iritu.sl nd hu..rnan.. 

~ e career of .aooi ~ilver has been a miracle of nrecocity. _e was 

only twenty-tv~o years ol' vhe 1 he ;e.raduated fron t~1.e Hebrew Union College 

at vinl;inn.at i and becarne .aboi o:f the conc.regation L Sheu ::,11amayim at 

,.'heelL .::. Yet it as but two years later • en he v;e.s invited to preside over 

tne _e1 ::>le in Cleveland, at t: at time one of the la gest synagogue in -poi.:1 of 

:1mn· ers, ru ywhere to oe found in th0 Uni .. ed ~tat es. To1a. , its member sh· '!l i 

only exceeded by the a: al.isamated congre at ions meeting in re Yorz. at 

the ~emple E.anu-El. 

hu.Yl • ed I a.i: il i s, and 

cor unity OI eight t' ousand~ pBrsons, i siXteen 

S ..,1 ay ~cnool o:t' ·ourteen hu.11cired students - the. t is, 

• roadly Rs.obi 8ilver 1 s resJ>onsioilit.r. It i a osition of worldvi e 

prestige hic~1. he does not esitate, as it were, to ris ""• .,_ en due occasion 

arises, y sayi exactly hat he consi era it to be his duty to say in the 

hishest interests ot tae com ity. 

·nid a veritaule • nirl o! engager ents, 7'ao;;i 'ilver has foU? d time, 

some· ow to study, to 1rite an · tot ink out the proolem of li!e and rrive 

at a solutio"l. 11 ! beg·n , 11 said. he, 11 by reco.niz· e; tie simple f ct tat I 

a..'n a Jew. ::his rnea. s ertain dis d.va:.1 aves - the disadv~ntages o findin 

onesel L evitaoly in amino ity and subject to t' • p reju ices to whi h minorities 

e lia la. Ou ta~ o ~r ru.~11, it me a vantages which onl a Je enjoys. 

o commw ity in the ·orld ha ever ,ro·uced en a liter t~re, and I one wn.o 

1..: .1siiers t is lit~rature is su reL'le ovel:' the more ephe:neral iri tin _s that 

are ~rod ced today. lso, as Jews, re have traditions and. -bonds of union hich 

are our own n pricele s. In e line i h our you_'lg people, tn.erefore, I do not 
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try to su.~gest he abolitio o~ ·hat is ~alled discri ination. I prefer to 

arouse in our oys a."'l.~ s irls that sense of t e value o ... their o n he it ge • ich 

ill re .. der t ·1em ~ e to th se stL .:;s an . r-~o· o: soc· al animo it,., 11 .. . 

11 1 k210~ tbat .e are passing thro, _h a eriod of mate i li n. ·o be it . 

!l.t t rie c urch is or i zed fo_ the express puroose o ste s:>ciety 

uurin these spiritual <iepressions. It is our business in these a.a,s sL~9ly to 

:-eep 0 oin~ - d, in ll.e course, \ e s· 11 nass out o"!' the tro h. of t1 e 

a.."'l. ' mount again io t. e crest of its successor. On~e nore, 1e shall se 

visions and drear. <irea.11s of t e unseen th':)t lies be ond these oices. 11 

ve 

Rab oi boa Hillel Bilver iffl!)ressed one as am n ho , i! his people were 

t o oe I.aced by reat cris's, o!ll.d not .be -·oun anti ~ as a era t leader. 

. '. !'ilson 



BIOG HI CAL SK ~'!'CH O DR. .ABB HILLIL SILV 

Dr • .Ab a Hillel ~lver of Clev land, 1• ~iritual Leader 
of one of the larg at lib rel Je ah congreg tlona ln erlca. He 
la one of' the leader• of the i1on1 t ve nt in rica. He 1• 
a me11ber of lhe Je1fiah ency for Pale tine. He baa b en actinl.7 
identified wi\h the gre t social moYe nta of our d,q. He waa a 
member of Prealdent Hoover•• Unemplo ent B lief l;O!I:.ml ■ alon and ••• 
one oft e fr era of UDllllplo enl lnauran~e Bill of Ohio. He 
la on th ational Child bor C 1 alon, t cou:m1 aion on 
Mill t r1 in F.duc tion, the rican Civil 11.••rtie• Union and the 
B tional orld Court COllWll1ttee. He 1• eo on t e Board of \he 
Hillel oundation. 

Dr. SilYer haa Just returned from en eight month• tour of 
•\udT of e co\1Dtr1e• of Du-ope an4 Pal ea tine, during which ti 
he ln\errtewed :u aol1n1, PN•1 ent aa, ......... , ... and mAl'w o\her 
poll tlcal l adera in J.urope. 

th• book• which Dr. Silver baa written are 
eaaianic pecul t1ona in Iar l; ~mocratic I ul e in Jewish 

History eli ion in Changlnc orld. 



A ba Hillel ilver - aa ever name more muaical in melod¥ and more barmonloua 

in meaning? Abb - the father 1n God: Hillel - child of pr iae; ~ilver - the vole• 

to hich, yeaz b7 yeaz, ten of thouaanda del htedly liaten. Such a. man ia thi• 

"Abbot" of the e le in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Betw en the dining room of the Governor Clinton Hotel d the • de of a fig 

tree in the Jordon V lle7, there la, perhapa, a contrast. Yet aa I talked with Rabbi 

~llver over ow coffee, I could not bu.t rec 1 acene, nineteen bwldred ye a ago, 

when aimilar man, lathaniel meditating in the cool of the foliage, received the 

tribute, " hold an Iaraelite indeed. in whom there ia no ile." Here la on• 

ho•• gentle d in.ing co~v raation, tender reg d for the and cour eoua 

dvoc y of hat he lievea to be juatice, recalls the linea, itten of the f0\1nder 

of 'lfI3 peraonal faith. the blood relation of 1 r b ia, 

To thoae who fall, o kin hou t, 

ow good to t o e w 10 •• 

Hi• firat ord.a batr ed t burden on hi 

United~ ta - her in ed rn - ere b 1 r 

to induatr1 1 emplo,ment. I 

vole l of the wh 

to h 

• 

t 

• 
caus 

11 stumble that it ould ba tt r for 

neck d be cat into the mid e of the a. ot ao lo 

o million children in the 

i th b7 co"~•~,g.tion 

r or cor. But 

th 11 tle' 

• he 

n '• to 

ound the 

boy himaelt. 

In hia opiniona, ao they a , R b 1 'ilver 1 extr e, ~ it m r b th t, 

t ti •• h is. He 1• nc ther ore extr nor l••• extr«r t ~ i ti te 

ot thee 1ty which 1a the breath o hie very bei . The C ber ot ere• t 

Clev 1 d challenged the trade uniona. R bi 8ilver dared the deiti • and 

reaigned. • preacher o ... ri ht ouanea , it waa no p rt of hia dut7, he 

conceived it, to c t the in alli ility of the employera. n Senator L 

oll tte ran for Preaident, Dr. ~ilv r upported him d ve hia r aona. 

lao required oour . 

To eat thllt hia litica, whether indnatri l or tional, re pleaaing to 

11 hi• people, would be baurd. h ve been ao diaple aed aa to•~ ao. 

,-
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Y t, ter t el ve year• t the ad of the - mple in Clev land, he aur'Yi y •• 

fot ayll ble of contract teen h m and this great aynago baa eTer 

been t into writi • t eek' s notice he c 1 ve them and they can 

1 ve hi. Yet, bound b)' loyaltiea and fection, they cling to eth r. 

ot hi• influe c, there i an expl tion. If man 1• aincere, 

it 1• aeldom that hi• principle•, uch, give oft ce. t d.oea cauae 

trouble 1• the manner in which aich principle• are too often aa erted. 

Between bravery and br vado, there ia all the difference. A. gentl an can 

•~ 9.111'th and get with it. But nothing aaid by ad and boun r, 

ven if hi viewa b 1 cceptable. 1 Sil-Yer 1• not afraid 

of a label lika ~c1al1 • II 1 too mU0 intereated 1n l e to care niugh 

for 1 1 . t, v n 1 hia . mo t ·ocialiat moda, h ear■ the tallaman of 

c onaen e - th aenae o ht is co ,on to dot ra who diaagree 

1th • 1 ver ord 1 ed b for the other fellow. 

uc • b n ir tten for in t .. "6.....,~ v of the rec t 

igrant. If ver tl r re u i 1 bi "11v r. - ie ho of 

hia birth d boyho 1 instadt i~ Litul,,M.l~i. If h& i not clild of 

the ghetto, t le t, e 1 a aon o t·1e J th t ndured t Cz ,.dom, 

d it aa only when he aa hine y • old th t he br ht roaa tma 

tl ntic to the U. ited ·tatea. If h ia quick to etect o, r • ion, i it 

aD7 won er? If he b l lena ln Zioni , n eel we be r1a ""? n ea 1 , 

he aeea hom land here the J •• ve17where alM in 1nor1ty, be 

him elf, no 1 m ln no aoci t7, d veloplng without aoclal 

reatrictlon• the beat t ti in h . Dr. ·11v r 1• r of thl 

ecutlve of the orld Zioniat Organ11 tion and of th Council of the Jewlah 

cy. 

ot th t R bbl Silver la anxloua for mere ri rq. Of tha ailing 11, 

he ape with qual.1f1e4 reverence. To 'be frank. he do•• not want Jna 
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~her• to 1 at 8D3 wall. w tat m to live the llvea th t God 

hna iven the to live andm e the mot of their live■• "The Te pl e ?" 

he re d, " cordi to orthodox Ju 1 , it is filed, and, a you 

oaea ontefiore ould not ~tep 1thin it." i ~ilver'• 1 a re not 

eo aphic, not even cere oni , but irit and human. 

The c,uoeer of bbi Silver ha• en a mi:r le of precocity. H aa 

only twentr- two y 3ra old hen h aduated fro t e ebrew Union ollege 

t Cincinn ti and c Rab i of the co r gation L' ~uilLI.I ~J1Mlayi t 

elin • Yet it • but two year• 1 t r w 1en h • invited to preai over 

the le in Cl veln.nd, t t t tim one of the 1 rgeat aynagogue in point of 

n bera, found in t e Uni d 't te • To , lta memberahip la 

only xc de4 by th . l ,, _ __ ted co ti na et in ew Y rk t 

the_ ple nnu- 1. 

hundred t iliea, d 

broadly, bb ilver•s r 

preatige which he d e no 

ri e, by a.y e.xa&ltl 

UIIJ\uuty o ei ht 011•~ eraona, in ai.Xteen 

t 

ool of ourt bun 4 atudenta - t t 1■, 

ility. t s oaitton of orl ide 

1 t r , o ri , • 

co i r• it o b h1 a dut 

n due occuion 

to 1n the 

higbeat intereata of th co ity. 

id veritable whirl .!{~~.went•• 1 ~ilver haa onnd time, 

aomehow to std¥, to rite to think out t probl of life n r1Te 

t olution. "I be in," a id he, "by reoo~izing t irr:pl ct t t 

J •• Thia mean certain diaadvant e1 - the dia dv t e1 of findin 

one• lf ineTit ly in minority and ubjeot to the preJudlcea to hich minoritiea 

• 11 1 • t oth r &-....... it d'Y t ea hich on y J w njoya. 

o co,nrmiin1t in the orld ha.a eTW produoe4 auoh a llter ture, d I one who 

~o aider• that thi literature 1• aupr • over th• or• ep eral writing• th, 

• produced today. lao, • Jew■, •• baTe tradition■ and bond• of union which 

• our o d ricel•••• In ali with our oung peopl , therefore, I do not 



try to _..,... .... at the :bol1t1on of h&t 1• called discrimination. I preter to 

arouae 1n our boy• and irl that en e oft -value of their own heritage which 

will render them 1IIllt!U?lL8 to t ae t • and arrow of aoci 1 imoaity. • 

"I kn that e are p aing throu a p rio~ of teri 11 . ·ob it. 

But the church is organized for the xpreaa n o o tA dy ociet7 

durin~ theae apiri tua.l depreaaiona. It is our ine in theae day ply "o 

ep oi - a."ld, in due course, e hall • out ot t e t?"t'ugh of t • v 

and mount ~ain t o the er at of ita •~cceaaor. On~ more, we a 11 a• 

viaiona and dre s of t e unseen th t lies b yond the e voicea." 

-1.bbi IUllel ~ilver 1 resa d one • who , if his peopl were 

to be faced by e t cri 1 , uld not ound 1 • eat 1 d r. 

r . . iison 




