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" ... Oratory to be great ■uat deal with ideas 

which make a difference in the atta1ra ot men and 

state. •1 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, generally regarded as 

one of the toremoat Jewish leaders in the world, em­

ployed his auperb oratorical ek1ll in grappling with 

the nqriad international iaauea and probleu impeding 

the re-birth or the State ot Israel. To tew men in the 

hiatory or. our civilization bas fallen the privilege and 

opportunity not only to witneae but al■o to be a maJor 

torce in the r• olution or a problem that ha• plagu d 

his people tor two thou.and years . The man and the 

1aauea Mt head-on in the 1nternat1onal areu where 

the obstacle■ were surmounted by tb8 n'• w1sd0Jll and art 

ot rhetoric, "language power arid elegance accommodated 

to the teelillSa and understanding of aank1nd.u1-

Doctor Silver hae been tamoua aa a pulpit orator 

and great intellect tor 1110re than tour decade■. He 1a 

reapected tor his wiadom and aound JudgMnt on weltare, 

ocial legislation, and world attair■. He rose to 

international prolllinenoe during the Jew■ih criaea ot 

the Hitler and poat war yeara. especially during the 

period i ... d1ately precedin& the eatabliahaent or the 

State ot Israel. Thia atudy will be concerned with the 

year• 1942 to 1948 during which tiM Rabbi Silver de­

livered ao• ot his ao■t iaportant apeeohea in re1ard 
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to the d1lenaa ot the European Jew and tubbulent 

Paleatine as it became the Stat• or Israel. The man, 

hi• social aetting, and hie apeeohea will be atwiied 

and evaluated according to the preaeribed tandard ot 

Judgment. 

Doctor A ba Hillel Silver, titth generation Rabbi, 

waa l»orn Januaey 28, 1893, in Nunataalt, Lithuania, to 

Noa•• and Diana (Seamon) S1lver. The family, consisting 

or young Ab-a, a brother and a ater, emigrated to the 

Unit d Stat•• in 1902, and settled in New York City. 

Kdueat1on, and the respect tor 11Nrty, moral and ethical 

value, and progreaa were the atand rd ot the Silver 

household. Thu.a, they were well repared to beco• 

1 ... d1ately, an integral part ot rioan lite. In 

addition to attenclin& and 1raduai1n& (with honora) 

from the p~~lic aohoel, Dootor Silver attended private 

Hebr • school during the late tternoon hour■. His 

favorite a\lbJecta were and continue to be hiatocy and 

lit rature. At a ver7 early •&• he Ne ... interested 

in ciramatioa and debating and participated in both in 

Hebrew and Bn&liah. A ~ Y ..... o .... r_k Preas clipping troa 1905 

applaud■ hia dr ... t10 pertoraance a■ No•••· In apeaking 

club■ and deDating aoc1et1ea, he••• cited tor hi■ un­

\lB\lal apeakina ak1lla. Reain1ao1ng alk,ut the•• boyhOOd 

da7a, Dootor Silver revealed hia oaretw. preparation tor 

the•• early apeakin& experieno•• and the •nJo)fllllent de­

rived fro• them. 
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In hia youth, Juat as h1a tather, he was intenaely 

interested in Z1on1aa. Zionism, a movement to reatore 

the ~•wish National Home, dated "trom the year or the 

deatruct1on of Jerusalem and or the Temple in 70 A.D., 

and from the be&1nn1ng or the widespread dlsperaion of 

the Jewish people.M3 Moaea Silver, a rabbi, writer, and 
. 

speaker, and a leader ot the movement, imbued his family 

with the ideals or the c:auae. In 1904, Doctor Silver 

organized the fir t Junior Society or the Zionist Organ-

1zat.on and he was 1ta leading spokesaan. This pattern 

haa continued. Throughout his lite, with its d1vers1t1ed 

interests and act1vit1e, he baa al ays been identified 

as an import nt leader ot ttw Zionist vement. He was 

the Zioni t apokeaaan betore the Unite States Govern­

ment House Committee on Foreign Atta1ra. He represented 

the movement l»etore the Aaaeably of the United iationa 

and waa probably th leader aoat reapona ble tor the 

eatabl1ahlllllnt of the State ot Iara 1. 

Concurrently, Rabbi Silver attended and graduated 

from the Univera t)' of Cincinnati and troa tb Hebrew 

Union Coll • ( ~bbinical College in C1noinnat1) 1n 

1915 a cl••• valedictor an. In addition to hie A.B. 

and Rabbinical d•&re•, be nae been awarded the D.D. 

from Hebrew Union Coll•&• in 1925, the Litt. J). t'roa 

Veatern B•••r•• Vniveraitf 1n 1928, and tt. D.B.L. trom 

Hebrew Union Coll•&• in 1941. •• bold• honorary d•&r••a 
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trom nwaeroue Aaarican Universitie . In 1948, he re­

ceived the annual National servioe Award ot Phi Bpa1lon 

Rho1 in 1949, he received the Cardosa Memorial AwardJ 

in 1952, the &ward ot Merit or the Jewiah Var Veterana 

ot the United Stat••J in 1953, the Annual Award ot the 

zeta Beta Tau i'raternity; in 1957, the Kiaenaan Award 

ot the Cleveland Jewiah Weltare l'ederationJ and in 1958, 

the Human Relations Award ot the llat1onal Conterence or 

Chriatiana and Jew■ . 

Upon Ming ordained, Rabbi Silver •rv•d a teapl• 

in Wheeli.ng, West Virginia tor two year■ atter which 

period, M waa called to lead the 1 rgeat liberal Jewish 

congregation 1n the United Stat••• The Temple, in Cleve­

land, Ohio. l'ort,:-tour year• later., al»bi Silver oon­

tinuea hia viaorou leaderahip at The Tuple. He 1a 

ruaou looallY1 nationally, and internationally a■ a 

pulpit orator. Dealing with a variety or •---J•ota ot 

religioua, political, aooioloSical., ethioal., and aoral 

val'-lea., hi■ Sunday morning ••raona re tt•nd• by 11 

religiou■ groups with "atandin& room only" trequently 

the case. On oooaaion., tt. door• or the aanotuary 

(aeat1na capacity 1889) are opened ao that the overflow 

ot people •7 liaten in the var1oua urrounding hall■. 

In addition to hia pulpit dutie■, he haa aome oontaot 

with all th• children in the Sunday obool (o-Yer 1400 

tudent• and an aaaoc1 t• and aaaitant abbi), and he 
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teaches weelcJ.y cla sea of the confirmation cal (teen 

agers) in Rel1g1oue History1 Judai m, Bible, and Ethics. 

He 1• said to 'be an excellent teacher, tull ot anecdote■, 

analogies, and storiea; and the young people rever and 

love him with the warmth tranemitted frcm him. "Dr . 
. 

Silver regardG his pulpit in Cleveland, auo with the 

reverence and devotion of one tor whom there is no 

greater calling in life. If we bear thi fact in mind, 

many thinga which at first glance appear myetity ng 

become crystal clear: why he underwent the ph:yaical 

discomfort ot pending many days ot each week on train• 

and planes coamut11l6 betwe n Ne York and Cleveland or 

Washington and Cleveland - thi.a over a period ot six 

~ears - in order to be back in his pulpit on the Sabb th; 

why, ven in the llidst or the most aevere cri a in his 

political lite, he could be found at the Temple happily 

engaged in teaching a Sunday school class or children; 

wey, surrounded by admiring multitudes in Hew York, he 

ould confide to h1 friends that he yearns tor th peace 

or his study; ey,he alwaye spoJm so w1ettully or the d.8Ns 

when h could devote h111eelt to Jewi h aoholarah1p - the 

daya when he wrote the profound •11eaa1an1c Speculation• 
. 

in I rael." Dr. Silver is in tact a raDb~ who baa been 

dratted to~ Zionist lead rship."4 In 1923, be married 

Virgin a Horlche1mer. They have two married eona, J>an1el, 

a R bi (h1a asoc ate RabDi), and Raphael, an architect, 

and tb11y are proud srandparent■. 
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Dr. Silver has always taken a leading and active 

partl in the c.vic and philanthropic affair• of the 

Cleveland coD1DW1ity as well as in those ot the State 

and ~ation. He is identified with great social and 

educa t1onal movements or our da~. He sponf:fo1)ed the 

tir■t wiem.plyyiuent insurance law 1n Ohio, advooatea 

child laoor le&i■lation, and was a Board memeber or the 

.AJ-aerican Civi~ Lil»ertiea Unl.on. A few or the "too nWA­

eroas to merr,1on" organizations which he serve~ and has 

s~rved aa a a~ard member are the National Child Labor 

Commlttee, Cleveland As~ocistad Charitiee, American 

»~rth Contrul League, Olllo Race Bettermant Aa~ociation, 

atioaal Red Cross, and the Conu:i..tt on Unemployment 

Problems or Ne~roes. H w~a a oo-rowider ot the Clev -

land Bureau of Jewish Education and served aa its !irat 

preaident. Burtwer aaaoclati0n and activities in cap c1-

t1ea ot leader hip include the Central Conference or 

Je~.sn Rabbis, Union ot Aaerican Hebrew Congregation, 

The Hebrew Union College, Jewiah Publ1ah1ng Soci ty ot 

America, United Jawlah App al, American Section or the 

Jewlah Agenc;t tor Iaraal, and. the Zionist Organization 

of Amarica. 

During world War I, be waa ent to Franoe by tn• 

UnJ.teQ Stat a Govei~nment, at the 1nv1tatlon or tne Prencb 

GoverWD8r,t whioh later a.eoorated h1lll for his erv1c• . 

In hi.a ltook, ~14e U Ji .A . .> John lunthe1:1 reters to Dr. 

• " Silver•• "tiw tirat citizen ot Cleveland. •• was a 

clo•• triend ot the late Robert A. Tatt, a ·aepublioan 
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leader, and has been aaeoo1ated with PBesident E.1 en­

hower who invit d him to participate in the 1953 in-

ugural ceremon1ea . During the 196o pre 1dent1al cam­

paign, the Republican candidate tor Vice-Pre ident, 

Henry C bot Lodge visited Rabbi Silver during his short 

stof. in Cleveland. 

Dr. Silver bas served ss a University preacher nd 

lecturer at Harvard, Cornell, Univer3it7 of Chloago:1 

Syracuse. Purdue, and New York Vniveraity. He 1s 

linguiat w1th proriciency not only in Bftgliah but also 

1n Yiddish, lfrench, German, and Jlebrew. He hae writt n 

everal books on history and religion; the most recent, 

Where Judaie11 D1ttered has become a religious beet selltr . -- ... -- - ----
Since time 1naemor1al, rheto c nd history have 

been integral parts or one another. H1etor1cal event• 

and social cria s are mirrored in distinguished or tory 

of the day. Therefore, the peakar and his times are 

blended, and knowledge or the conteaporar7 soene 1a 

neoesaary in a study ot the apeakar and h"s speechas. 

During tha years 1942 - 1948, our world w a engaged in 

World War II, combat waa terminated with the Allies 

v1otor1oua in Europe in May, 1945 and in the jtac1t1c 

area in August# 1945, the United Nation was launohed~ 

and the poet-was years or olean-up, healing, reshuttl1n&, 

and atruaal• tor eoonomio and national values enaued 

among the nations or the world. 



8 

So 'backgroWld 1nate~lal of th@ Z1on1 t vement ia 

neoea ar~ tor an under tandi~ o ~•l t8d deve~ pments 

during heae yeQrs. National restoration, the ide l or 

tne move nt, datea oack to 7' .D. nen Jerusal m was 

de troyed DY the Romans and the I lsh people wer 

dispersed. Prior to this, the Jews and Palestine w re 

a tlour13hlng nation for over fitt en c&nturiea d~• ng 

wh c:h tlma, they produaed th Bil• and man ot the 

great plritual nd ethiaal ideals r mankind. Some 

J we nev r left t sQll ot P le6tin, out the vat 

majority ere dlsp rsed ·nd, tor the most part, with the 

exaept~on of the United Stats C nada, and a few 

Eurupa n re , liv d as exil sin h stil, diacr t -

ting, and .t qu ntly er•~ ting nv1ronment . They 

n v r aw.1 render d ttw ho o b~lldin t national 

home. Thin h pe, with time. beoa pry i. Howev r, 

during the 19th c ntury, the move nt began to progr as 

witn practical nd pol •~cal or- nizat on. otivation 

at nuud from the pl1 ht or st 1'u.r0pe n Jaws w~ w rQ 

di illus n d tb th• re · ulta oft l9tn o•n ury 

enl1ghteru nt, ' nd w re alar d by the unpred1ot d 

flare-ups of nt1-ae.uit1 min var ous plao on tn 

continent. Although all held that tne ba ic olution 

to the pro'bl m waa manoi at1an through 11ational r tQ:-. .. a­

ation, they never r lt - and this 1 trw, tor tvda 

that 11 J ws hould or woulo. return to alastine 11:i more 
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than all Englishmen in all parts or the orld hould 

return to England, or all Prenc~ n to 1'r ce, or 11 

Scotsmen to Scotland t cetera The nat1 nal hoJTte would 

be ror those ho ust go somewhere, ho have no 

For the Amerio n Jew, who 18 n Alllerican, the national 

homeland 1 the same ae it 1 tor other 

with respect to their ano etral ho s. 

rte n cttizena 

Pormal recognition ot political ZioniRffl c trom 

the Allled power ot World War I in the form or th 

Baltour l>eclaration by Ore t Britain 1n 1917 . "His 

NaJesty's Government view with t vou.~ thee talali.ahmant 

in Pale■tine or a national tor the Jew1 h people, 

and will use their beet endeavours to tac111tate the 

achievement of this bJeot: it b clearly under tood 

that nothing shall bit dons wh.tch y prej~dice th civil 

and reltg1oue righta ot exiattng non-Jew h oommunitiea 

in Pale tine, or the right and itical t .tu enjoyed 

b~ the Jews in any other countr .•5 In 1920: t 

meeting ot the Supre Counoll r Alli d Pow r, th 

Baltour Deel ration waa unaniaou3l adopt d and mbod1ed 

in th Mandate tor Pale tine which wa to Great 

~or role in the Br1 tain . 'l'he United t e l yed 

dratting or the Nandate. In 1922, the Coun 1 or th 

League ot Nation• un nimou ly ratit ed t Sr:lti h .n-

date. In the e year, the United tate C ng o 

adopted a re•olution r vorlng the tabl1 hment in 
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Palestine ot a national home tor the Jewiah People. 

The super human task ot building up a stripped, poor, 

neglected land by war-ahattered and 1mpoveriahed 

European Jewcy waa enormous, but much progr••• and 

colonization took plaoe between the two World Ware. 

The rights ot the Paleat1n1an Arab were protected and 
PllO Sf!-~~_() 

they r 'ff I d as did the Jews, and as did tew other 

Araba out id• Paleatine in that part ot the world. 

Palestine waa readied sutt1c1entl7 to be able to ab­

aorb 300,000 European Jewiah retugeea when the Hitler 

peraeoutlona began. The uplifting ot the Paleatinian 

Jew and Arab waa not looked ~n with tavor by tha 

leaders ot aoat Arab countries. The local Britiah 

adm1n1atrator• did aot tully graap what the rebu.1ld1ng 

or the Jewiah H01111tland entailed, nor did they underatand 

and appreciate ita relationship with the outaide world. 

Thia, coupled with the growing Arab leader resentment 

(due to the above reaaon and their tie with Nazi Oeraany) 

during the pre World War II years, caused the looal 

governaant ottioiala to regard any ditticultry •••ooiated 

with the upbu.1ld1n& •• unneoeaaacy d1aturbano•• ot the 

atatua quo. 

In 1939, during an 1ntenN period of international 

c011plicat1ona~ the Br1t1■h Mandate coaniaaion 1aaued the 

White ~•nr wh1oh 111111ted Jewiah 1 ... 1grat1on to 10,000 

a year tor ti•• ~ear• and then atopped All¥ J••1■h Illll1gm­

t1on unl••• there ••• AraD approval to continua. Althouah 
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thia edict waa denied actual le&al validity, it••• put 

into etteot during the blacaat 7eara ot the plight ot 

millions ot European J••• in Kazi &urope. Those who 

eaoaped extermination had no plaoe to go! In 1943, 

the Allied tore• ••re v1otor1oua in Africa, events 

were leadin& to a oltux on the continent. llazi ettort■ 

to exterainat• European Jewcy ••re accelerated. Tbe 

Jewa or Paleatine aaaumed a vital role in the Allied 

ettort and .. re •kin& outstanding contributiona. 

Although the Allied Goverrull8nta vo1o d ayapat)v over the 

plight ot the Kuropean Jews, no poaitive aotion waa 

Hing oonaidered regarding the !M,W Pa,P!r Uict and 

a olut1on. A visoroua, poa1t1 • approach ••• dee•d 

••••ntial b7 the Jewiah Laadera. 

It wa at th1■ point that Dr. Silver, a■ preaident 

or the Z1on1at Orsan1sat1on ot America and chairman ot 

tbl Aaer1can Section or the Jewiah Ageno7 tor Paleatine 

waa oalled to tM Herculean t ak or world leadership. 

With wiado and vi■ion, ha aaauaed tha role ot a atat••­

un, planned the ■tr teg, and •r•halled the nec••••l7 

national and international upport in the political 

•truaal• which oul■inated in tha ••tabliaa..nt ot tlw 

State ot Iarael. B1 • ••oh au41enoea "" lll&DY, 

ditterent, and ■txeclJ Jewiab, Chr1at1an, Arab, Aalrioan, 

J'ore1,., Z1on1at, and ant1-Z1on1•t. AltboQSh ta. HHn­

tial apeech the• and .ltaaio purpo•• naver taltered, the 
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treatment of the discus ion and rgumentation varied 

with the audience - its knowledge ot and sentiment 

toward the issue. Rabbi Silver says he never comprom­

ises on his Judgment - hie stand. Only the quality and 

quantity of the rhetoric and logic 1a flexible and 

varies deP41n41ng on the audience. H make• a point or 

saying one must never under-rate his audien e, mwst 

never sell them abort. With th tormal speeches con­

sidered here, he addressed larg aasembliea, the National 
Conterence tor Palestine, American Jewi h Conferenc, 

United s,atea Government Howse Golllllittee on Poreign 

Atfaira, American Zionist Emarg ncy Council, Zionist 

Organization ot America, a teatilllOnial dinner in his 

honor given by the American Zionis t Policy Connittee, 

and on several occaaiona, the United ations O neral 

Aase.mbly, and the United Nations Security Council. 

Rabbi Silver metic\ll.ousl)' prepares bis aermona and 

speeches tor the particular audience he ia to address. 

His pattern ie to think, to wri , and then to re-write 

several time. The f1ret re-writing 111 moat otten tor 

chan&• in organization and logic ot rea oning, the 

second re-writing emphasize• word and phrase clarity, 

and the laat i concerned with "atyle and color - is 
. 

the word or phra e trong enoush, colort\ll, doe it aay 

what I an? When the text 1a complete, he practices 
, . 

tor delivery ao that when the ape oh 1 tinally given, 

it 1 very much a part ot bill and he 1• not dependent 
on th• printed pa1• . In extemporaneows and impromptu 
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speaking experie•c•a h1a mind 1 ... d1ately earchee tor 

the aal1ent points and an outline. 

In evaluati111 and organizing ape ch content, Dr. 

Silver atatea he caretull7 culla and a lecta. two, 

three. or no more than tour aa1n point to present and 
. 

develop. U teela that to present too auch ia aa 1n-

ettect1ve aa preeent1ng· too little. The maJority of 

an audience oan beet absorb two to tour 11ain points 

when they are auita ly developed~ J.nteresting pre­

aent d. 

Dr. Silver•• apeecbea are arranged on an historical 

structure or lc.&1oal structure, and ott non a combina­

tion ot both. 'l'he •thod var1ea 1th t audience and 

events. ,or •xewpl•• the arrangement ot his tirat 

speech to the House cow1ttee on Poreign Attaira is 

quite ditterent tro the t1rat apeeoh to the National 

Contereno• tor Paleat1ne. A Paleatin R• llution was 

introduced in ooth llolaaea ot Congreea in 1944 and Dr. 

Silver addreaaed ttw Houae co-ittee on •ore1gn Attaira 

tor th• tirat tiM. Clearly and graph1oally he presented 

m h1ator1eal account ot hi.a people, tlW Zionist aove­

•nt. the preaent dile11111&. and solution. le wove in 

all a1,&nit1cant event■ and oppoaition. With the wisdom 

and knowled&e ot hiatoey and the ak1lla ot rhetoric and 

10110. be save to Yeey rot the audienoe - re1ard­

leaa ot hoW poorly or well intoraed - a coapl•t• picture 
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ot the situation. HM took nothing for granted, nothing 

waa l tt to the imagination. Bach ■ber was given a 

foundation upon which to deliberate. The apeech to the 

Zionist group brietly auJ11Mrised the present situation 

and concerned itselt with logical expoaition and dis­

position of the current prol»lems 'they, too, were 

given the framework within which to delib rate and oper­

ate Hia addreaa to the United Nations, Nay 8, 1947, 

racing friend and toe to his cause, is a masterful 

example ot hia rhetorical orattsmanahip in the combined 

use ot the historical and logical •thoda in speech 

structure. Hiatorically, he detinea Illa •toolan 

e . trom which apringa the logic, the :Je f sh People, the 

.Jewian National Home, the .Jewiah Ag ncy1 the Balfour 

Declaration, the •rttish Nandate, the record ot Pal­

eat1n1an 3ewry, and tba plight ot the European Jews. 

The 1a ue is explained and the opposition atateaente 

retut d by delving into hiae•Hc 1 cauaatiYe factor . 

Be Buggeata an imllladiate and tuture cour e for action 

and, on the b a1a ot history and logical atepa, predict■ 

t1ncl1nga and conclusions. ,or axample, he auggeat that 

the United Nations Coantttee of Inquiry hould Vi81t 

Palestine • written doowaant are illlportant, but 1n­

t1n1tel7 more inatructiva are the living docW1111nta, the 

Y1a1 le testillony ot creative effort and achievement. 

In Paleat1ne they will aee what the Jewiah people, lnapJred 
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by the hope ot reconetituting their national home atter 

long weary centur1ea ot their homele ane , and relying 

upon the honor and the pledged word or th• world co111111un­

i ty, haa achieved in a tew short year• against great 

odda and seeJllingly inaurmountable physical handioapa • • • 
thl record ot tlw pioneering achievement or th Jewieh 

People in Paleatine has received the acclaim ot the 

entire world. And what was built there with social 

vision and high human idealism has proved ables ing, 

we believe, not only to the Jews ot Paleatine but to 

the Arabs and other non-Jewish communities aa well ... 

"Tour Committee ot Inquiry will conclude, we are 

cont1dent, that it allowed to d v.elop uninterruptedly, 

the standard• ot lite which are b 1pg developed 1n 

Palestine, the concepts ot social Justice and the modern 

sc1ent1t1c method• will serve as a great atimulua to the 

reb rth and progress ot the entire Near Bast with which 

Palestine and the deat1n1e■ ot the Jewish National Ho• 
are naturally bound up. 

•your Coamitte ot Inquiry ahould also conaided the 
. 

potent1al1t1ea of the country, which, it properly de-

veloped, can according to the expert teatiaony ... 

•your Collllitt•• ot Inquiry should, while in Pal-. 
eatin look into the real - the tund ... ntal - cauaea ot 

the tr &1c unreat nd violence which today aar the lite 

ot the Holy Land to whioh our Jewiah pioneer• came not 

with we pona, but With toola. TMy Will inquire, I aa 
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sure, why a peaoe-loving community whose sole inter st 

was in building a peaceful home and tutu.re tor thema lv• 

and their children, is being driven to a pitch ot reaent­

ment and tension . . . . They will aak themsel vee, I am 

sure, why ahiploads ot Jewish retugees, men and women 

and children, who have been through all the hell or Nazi. 

Burope, are being driven away from the shores ot the 

Jewish ational Home .... They will also 1nv etigate, I 

hope, how the Mandatory Government is carrying out another 

of 1te obligations which 1s to encourage clos settle­

ment ot the Jewa on the 1 nd. In actual practice it is 

today aev rely •restr1ct1ng tree Jew ah ettle nt to an 

area less than~ ot that tiny ryi and ia enforcing 

today in the Jewish National Bo , d1acr1Jll1natory racial 

laws which the llandate, •• well aa the Charter or the 

United Nationa, sever.ly oonde1111a. 

"we hope, moat e meetly that the Committee or 
. 

Inquil"J will also viait the Displaced Peraona' Campa in 

Europe and aee with their own eye■ the appalling human 

tragedy which mankind is permitting to oont1nu unab ted 

two years . .6 

Allot Rabbi Silver'• apeeobe t 11 into the modern 

three ~rt rhetorical arrangem11nt oonai■ting ot intro­

duction, diecuaeion or body, and conclueion. The intro­

ductions vary in length depending upon the oocaa1on and 

the audience. '1'0 mix d and non-Zionist group■, 

atel;v stat•• whey and tor whom be 1• apeak1ng. Be gives 
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his credits and pre ents h1s credentials and purpose. 

For a z~onlst &roup, he might have a sentence or two 

leil.di .g u to the ma n points or dlsous&ion. All 

or. a conta n a su.mmaT1z1ng conclusion which is 

·ox·lef and au.coi ,at l • v.;.ng no doubt about what he hlils 

presented. 

The 1ntell tual es Llrces a1d the 1nt~gr1ty ot 

.aobi Silver aN or euch q lity and quant~ty as to •• 

tagger -nd oveNhelm the human 11dnd , 1 o real Wlder-

tandl.ng c,f Dr• . Sll ver - the man and the ltilader· - 1 

pos ble wlthout &n o~prr.olation o· the tact tha~ he 

is t1r~ t and :t'ol .. em at r on or 

vi -· tiona and o JrofoWld ach lar. 7 

v ap:.a.r1tual con­

There 1s a con tant 

awa1~ne · s of hi unsha. bl talt 1 and 1ntenae intellect. 

His pol1t1oal oar~er, the roetor1cal Dattles he rougnt 1 

h1s strategy and hl t4ot1ca d1sclose the extraordinary 

o r oto1,. of the n and the magnl tude or his aohiev -

nt. Tl • aen~• or his hia,h moral character and thical 

~root 1 'r1111antly 4etlected 1n all hi s~eches and 

c be evalwatea aacording to Artatotl••~ ources or 

~a 1ty, hJ.&h cllar ter, and good will. Wor xampl• -

whe adur 1ng a Zion! t dinner :tn his honor, h began: 

Thi;; g t utpour l.ng or 1nen and. wo11ien ts not a personal 

tr1bit to•· I interpret lt rather a a trong and 

e g :r. eaff11'1U. io ot te.1 th 1n the basio ideal~ ot 0W1 

Mov~aent, in n who re in loyal to them and 1n method• 

wh1oh yo~ D 11ev• are 11k8lJ to lead to •~eceaa. You 
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a1-ae reeolved that the cho!ceot v ... ne , hich our people 

.L'-'lant u shall not br1r.g forth 1 ild grnpcai nd tM.; the 

little foxes shall not be llo ed o poil the rc1.•8 

In another instance, hen cddres~1n • t Hou;.;e 

Ccmmitte on Pcre1gn Atfair" in ou:c Jtal •Btine 

Renolution and the trag.c Br1tiah White PR!~ E~1~t he 

be~an •Na .. I ..,ay, "'"t th outs t_, thut notr,.11: 1 1ur-

t r.e minds ot those tor whom I rpc k ..... 

than to emlaarras3 our great and gallant ally, Or &t 

ri "-a1n \•·hose heroic. def'enae ct C1v111znt on o.ga1.nct 

. ll rema'....n an epic ot hi h ccurug nd cpir!tual 

runc.t ur to inap_rc all tuture g ncrat on. Ve have 

no quarrel 1th i: ea~ Br··~to.1n. c n nev r t'org t 

thnt 1t ,uis 01--ec.t Brit in which, fir t among the nat:tons, 

gnv~ reco nit1on to the nnt1ona. sp1rat1onn of the 

Jewi h e~ple ~n the ic.auanc cf the Balfour Declaration. . 

But n wrong anc1 unJut;t1f1nblc ppl1t1cal pol .cy arreoting 

the Jew oh 1at10nal Rome which this very Declaration 

eloo d nn comm1tt d H1 Maj sty'o Govern ent to 

r cil.tate, 1 about to be consummated It would to 

all intent; and purposes 11quidntE thti Jewinh N6t1onal 

Ho It 1c thas poliCYi th1cb ha6 been sharply 0~1-

ticiz '1 ~Y the t remo t st teaaen t Qr t Brlt n 

hers lf, that we ack to b rescinded. 

ctrcDG cant1d nc 1n th int r1ty 

• rat in Gur 

the 1d1n;; good 

111 of Qr4 t Britain t t thi will b done. "9 
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Rabbi Silver and hia speechaa are claaaical 
example ot the dictwa •be you.raelt poaseased with the 
paaa1on you would excite."10 However, he never uaea 
the intenaity ot hie eaot1ona without related logical 
proor. TM quality or the aubJect tter baa the poten­
tial or 1t1rr1ng and inturiating the heart and lllind ot 
aan. aabbi Silv r develop• tbia to the utmost. The 

logic 1a rirat and toreaoat with atrong emotional colora­
tion augMnting the impaot . .,or exaaple, in addreaa1ng 
the General Aaaelllbly or the United Nation■, Nay 15, 1947, 
shortly arter the tragic event or the 1m1grant ■hip 
B:xodua• and during harah Arab opposition when the 

that the Arab■ would not accept either partition or 

turthar Jew1ah 1 1grat1on, and they thre tened to 
drench the ■oil or Paleatine in blood, Rabbi Silver 

aaid1 

•one 1a at a lo•• to understand why the Arb . 
Jl1&her COPW11ttee wa■ nnw1111ng to present it■ oase to thl 
Speo1al C,0111~ ttee ot the United II tiona. TlW Jewiah 
A&ency 11aw1ae had. been au.bJeotecl to the atra1na and 

die ppoint•nta or the nwaroua P leatine inquiries 
which preceded it. Having repeatedl7 retwaed tbe invita­
tion to preaent it■ oaae, •h7 doe■ the Arab Higher 
co.aittN oom now to a k 11 Juat1oe and equity• at the . 
hand• or the United Nat1ona, who•• authorit)' it baa 
r1outecl ancl who•• ooapet;eno• to define the tora ot the 
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future goYernment ot Paleatine the Arab apoaaaan on 

MondaJ oate&orioally denied! 

The .... apoka treated ua to an h1ator1oal 
. 

111prov1■at1on on the origin ot th• Jewiah people and on 

the ~•tory ot Paleatine. Hiatory may not be an exact 

ac~enoe but it oertainly 1• not a story out ot the 

Arabian IU&hta. There are certain tacts which do not 

yield to w1ahtul thinking."11 

At the Congreaatonal Hear1naa in di■ouaaing the 

White l!•J?!r, he aaida 

l\Thereatter no more J••• will be permitted into 

Palestine except on Arab ■utterance and consent . Thia 

oontronts tlW Jewi■h people and the whol civilized 

world with an appalli- prospect. It 1 aelt-evident 

that Jewiah hollllleaane • will be w1deapread att r the 

war. There will i»• hundred■ ot thousand■ ot Jews, 

perhapa m1111ona, who will aeek new hoaea in a world wtuo h 

will be inhoapitable to 1 1grat1on. 'fbl atrU&Kl• tor 

eX1■tenoe in a ravaged poat-war Kurope will be harah and 

bitter. ftll1ne, povert7, and 111.Hry will atalk over the 

tac• ot that war-riven oontinent. There will be ruined 

eoonom.ea, worthl•• currenoiea, aooial oollapae and 

revolutions 1n eve17 defeated oowatry - Juat aa atter 

the laat war. '1'be youth ot halt the world which ha■ 

-Nn 1ndootr1nated with the rao1al and national1at1c 

JIWtholoSJ.•• ot 1as1-Paao1at diotatorah1p will be apirit­

ually lo■t and unsuited to a demooratio way ot lite wbidl 
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they have been taqht to bate and deapiae - and they 

will be virulent Jew bater■. Jewa will again be eyed 

aullenly •• unwelcome economic coapetitor• by lll1111ona 

ot Joi.-bungcy and oareer-h1111P7 Mn. Koonolllic hoatility 

will once qain be rationalized into the well-known 

and quite HrY1oe••le ant1-8eait1o thesia ..... . 

•can Europe., oan the world, can Amarica., which 1a 
. 

tor all tille to oo• ao inextricably bound up with the 

re tot the world, perm1t thia •nao1ng a1tuat1on to 

continue indet1nS.tel7 atter tbe war? ..... . 

--rtae reeonatitution ot Palestine a Jewiah Coaao~ 

we ltb would l>e to ua •nor ta1tb a tult1llment ot pro­

pbec7 and to all an aot ot h1ator1o Juatice to an ancient 

nd lona-martyred people."12 
. 

To the Z1on1 t Organization ot Anllrioa on OotolMtr 

15, 19", he aa1d: 

"Jews are eoming to that part ot the world notl aa 
. 

exploiter to dr in a ay ita wealth, but to creat 

ealth and ell-~e1n&. Jews are ooming there aa ttlera 

and oolon1 ta to ooperaH with the Arabs in p-eat 

cooperative enterpri • tor ■utual profit and 0011110n 

benet1t. w• are thl triencle ot tba Araba, perhaps the 

onl7 iru17 d1aintereated tr1end• ttMty ha e, tor we co• 

with no 111,P8~1&11at1c purpo•••· 13 

In iaolating the loeioal pr ota tor a,\ldy, it may 

be aa1d that althG\l&h tbere 1a a oonatant interaotin& 

ot atro111 etbloal, pathetic, and loaloal proof in all 
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ot Dr. Silver'• apee hes, the oauaal, or cause -ettect 

pattern is generally eaployed along with deductive 

reasoning. The nature ot tha aubJect matter logically 

demande h1ator1cal and oaueat1ve explanation and clar1-

f'icat1on. When he di cusaes the cauaea claimed by the 

opponenta a.a well as proponents# he 1a securing under­

standing an well as Jllll)at~ tor hia Judgn,enta. Thi• 

is eeaent1al 1n tha athod. When he draws trom the 

related h1 tor1cal, oc1olog1oal# econoa.te, and philo­

sophic aapiecta, he 1a weavina aubatance and credence 

into hi theme. He 1a eubtly •du.eating h1a audience, 

he is g1v1ng them perapect1ve in order to eee and evalu­

ate the whole instead ot a tragment. He gives them back­

ground and current material ■o logi all7 welded that the 

wisdom and importanoe ot hiD errort stande out in sharp 

contrast to the quest1ona•l• purpose and validity of 

the opposition. Thws, troa causal evidence atema the 

tirm proota tor recommended present and future action. 

Hie sk1U..1n retutation 1o incisive, direct, and effective 

in acc011pli bing h1s purpose. This is hia intent. Al­

ways conaoioua ot t!Mt importance ot tac~ioa, he aa7ea 

-itegard.1ea8 ot what your obJect1ve 1a, however 

sound and Juat. 1r JOU are inept in your strategy, you 

will be deteated. In d111plgauat1o a in physical wartare, 

battles are trequently won or lost bJ goOd or bad atrategy. 

Otten lar er and better equipped armie& re defeated b7 
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akilltul generalah1p and inspired atrateu. . . . I aa 
not an expert on tactic■, but in ~o,--on with all or 

1'0u, I uncleratand that diplomacy 1a an art from which 
tactioa c nnot be d1vorce4."14 

In addition to akill in negotiation and admJ.niatra-
• t1on Silver poaaeaaed an unique and unrivalled gift ot 

oratory. On oocaaion hia tervor and paaaion made last­

ing 1apreaa1ona on large aud1eno••· Bia aeraona and 

public add.re•••• were d1at1ngu1abed tor grace aad exprellllion 
anc:1 v1a1on, tor tine atyle and originality ot thought whloh 
often rose to loft~ dr&11&tio beighta."15 In Rabbi Silver'• 
style or addreaa 1a tound an artiatic lending of clarity 
and appropriateneaa. Quotat1ona tr the Bible, Lincoln, 

Shalmapeare, and trope■ and t1gurea re uaed Jud1o1oualy 
tor color and interest. Through hie ohoioe or words 

and language oom?()aition, he ukaa hiatoey come alive, 

and current •••nta cl• r and •an1natul . Be apeaka ot 
hia reapect and love tor tha apoken word, "lan&ua&• 1a 

man'• ■uaic." Thia 1a evident thrOughout hi• pro••• 

NTlw h61 11• or deat1D¥ 1a even now ta hioning a 

n w world and Iarael ia asain the anvil which bear the 

atrok8• or hwun1t7. 1116 

" ... tro■ underneath thia elegant cloak ot pra1 • 

otten dart tM dea4l¥ rapier tbruat• at the heart ot 

our ao•••nt.-17 
. 

Marbe J••• were lett to bw.lcl tt.ir National Bo . 
without •n and witbout land, Jut aa tbair anoeator■ 
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in Egypt were expected to make bricks without atraw.•18 
•They ask tor the bread ot ••cape and hope; thy 

are given the etone of 1nqu1r1•• and 1nvest1gat1on.•19 

"Their ap1r1ta leaped up like a ~r1111ant tl~ in 
the glad aurpriae ot the long-hoped-tor and never-qu1te­
expected victoey. Their parched nd th1rety aoule 

drank deep ot the water• or aalvation. 1120 
. 

The rich., powert\ll qual1t1•• inherent in Rabbi 
Silv r'a l&n&ua&• are appropriately matohed b7 bi 
style ot delivery. He 1 de crilMtd aa an illportant­
looklna individual, one wbo 1a the oenter ot attention 
even 1n a crowded hotel lobby. Ile tands about a1x 
teet, baa a aubatantial tr•• with bro ahouldera and a 
■oat iapreaaively hanclaoae head. • ia graceful 
hwun being with aaJeat1o oarr1&&• and striking appear­
ance. The liatener ia oonao1ows ot hia tlaahing eye 

nd aet ot mouth aa the worda are trequently decisively 
expelled. Hand ncl head aove nta are purpoaetul and 
eaay. Dr. Silver 1• bleaaed with a deep, rich, tl•x1-l• 
voic, fully reaonant, wbioh he u•• to tull 4vantag. 
It baa been aaid that be looka and ao\Uld■ 11a un'• 
conception ot a prophet. 

•aWlllln exoell•no• baa so•timea unite■ted it■elt 

in apeeoh ukins. Hwun ettort haa • tiae■ l>een di­
rected to the end ot &1Y1n& olearer vision and ater 
pa■■•&• into an unknown tuture . SoaatiMa ••••rtin& 
or rea■aertin& hwun valuea, ■Ollllt1•• belp1n& to reaol•• 
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contliota ot national or international aoope nd d1-

na1on, tbe speaker ha throU&b hie rt atte pted to 

point the••~ to a better lite. 21 Rabbi s11ver 6 1n 
. 

practice and ette t, ia the claaaio 1 example ot thia 

expreae1on. He occupies an 1nextr1oable part in the 

hi•tory ot bis anoeatral peopleJ his 148 and words 
are woven into the cloth ot the globe. 
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