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. zay the least. oOur objectives should be not to
divide the Amecrican rabbinate inte two sharply distin-

gquished and opposite groups but in winning control

osver all existing rabbinical organizations for Zionist
araoses.” Written in 1930, this letter expliesses
confidence that such control can be won. Prophetic

in view of the later appearance upon the scene of the
~roublesome American Council for Judaism, he feared
that organizina Zionist rabbis would provoke the
organization of anti-Zionist rabbis and mean an
enbitterment of the Zionist controvexsSys | A few years
later, when he was-in-the Prasidéhi'sféﬁéir, Heller
assented to the intrﬂﬂﬁctien and passége of a resolut-
icn favoring the establishment of a Jewish Azmy ﬁ;
rarticipate in World War YI. Ardquing. that this violated

on
osture of ncutrality/the Zionist issue upon which
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onference had by this time agreed, and that the
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resolution was therefore out of order, the anti-
7zionists did precisely what Silver had warned might
happen. They tried to split the Conference and Reform
Judaism by coavoking a meeting in Atlantic City with

their lay followers to organize the Americen Council on
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Judaigms By 153?'{5& Pittsburg Plabformhwasuuunﬁidered
st inaduquatg and outdated, and ;aa replaced by the
"Guiding Principles” adopted by the Conference in
Coluabus, Ohio {ﬁopularly known as the Columbus Platforu)
with Silver, a member of the committee which formulated
titen, arguing persuasively in their faver. In this
rucquht-graatez weiaht is given to céremonial observance.
“he mujor changes, however, were the emphasis upon the
tie between Reform and World Jewry, and upen the re-
nﬂvqlapment of Palestine. "In the rchabilitation of

Calestine the land hallowed h%-m_ ories and hopes, we

heheld the promise ﬁf'renaﬁedélié;;iaﬁﬁiiny of our
Lrethren. We affi;m'thé.bblijatiuﬁ:éfﬁall Jewry to aid
in its Upbuilding as a JéWis# homeland by endeavnxiﬁg
=C make it not only a haven of refuge for the oppressed
st also a center of Jewish culture and spiritual life.®
Ly this time both the Conference aﬁd the Unicn of
American llebrew Congregations had revoked their anti-
dilonist resolutions and become officially neutsal on

the subject of Political Zionism. Silver was satisfied
with this measure of progress, eminently confident

that history would take care of the rest, at least

a5 far as practical steps were concerned toward winning
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A ¢xpectation, the timetable of its coming. lic
al o makes an luteresting distinction between "reform"
sua ‘modernize." The Reformers were too eager to modern-—
Lie w?e;cau true Reform, he maintains, breaks with the
present as well as with the past, attempting to Qastore
feligion tc its timeless spiritual vssence. Prophetic
andiater Pharisaic Judaism, he points out, never wanted
israel to be like but unlike the other nations. They
opposed conformity te the pagan and heathen world of
their time. BHe was, of course, seVerely critical of
the Reformers' attempt to sephrate Judaism from the sense
of peoplehood anﬂ:naﬁinmaliam:wﬁighthﬁdgglways been
indispensible elements in J&w%sh Qﬂiyiﬁal. Judaism
tried to maintain 'a 'sensible balance ketween nationalism
and internationalism. In “The World Crisis and Jewish
Survival" he argues that the anti-national pronounce-
ments of the American Reformers were an import from
German Reforms made not cut of any great prophetic
universal impulse but to protect Jewish righta of
citizenship by making the proper impression on the
civil authorities. They seesmed to believe that the
=olution for anti-Semitism was to eradicate all
minifescations of separatism. For some this meant
total assimilation, for other Jows the purging of

vewish thought from 211 nationalist elements. The

























































































































Influence of Abba Hillel Silver 89

philosophy of and ideas about Jewish education. He was
skeptical about newfangled methods and too frequent ex-
perimentation, believing that the basic goals would be lost sight
of. He was contemptuous of theories which would make the
Jewish classroom a place of entertainment, designed to help
children to grow up into “happy Jews.” For him, Judaism wasa
serious business, and he wanted children to be inculcated with
the seriousness of it. He advocated the tried and tested
techniques of Jewish religious life—learning, study, contempla-
tion, prayer, and observance. Few or many does not matter—
old or new—what matters is Kavanah—Intent. He contended
that Torah is the basis of all Jewish ecucation. Jews were not
great philosophers. For them Chochmah (wisdom) is derived
from Torah. “Jewish Education,” he said in an address before
the Jewish Education Committee, “‘was an experience in and
preparation for modern living in the sight of God. Its basis is the
Bible and its rabbinic derivatives and its locale is the
Synagog.”’ While it was impossible to trace a direct opinion on
the subject, one may infer from that last phrase and from his
well-known strong views on the separation of Church and State
that he would not have been favorably disposed to, although he
might not have opposed, the present trend toward the growth of
Jewish parochial schools, He often indicated that it was not the
amount of time spent in Jewish education which mattered as
much as the manner in which the time was utilized.

In one area of Jewish education, however, he had, and
frequently expressed, emphatically positive views, the study of
the Hebrew language. Himself intimate with the Hebrew
sources and eloquent in spoken Hebrew, he insisted that the
language was the vital core of the curriculum of every Jewish
school. The Temple was among the earliest of the large Reform
congregations, if not the very first, to make Hebrew a compul-
sory subject of instruction. Speaking in 1950 to the Central
Conference on “The Future of the American Jewish Communi-
ty,” he said this: “No Jewish community ever contributed
culturally or scholastically to Jewish life whichidid not favor the
Hebrew language and literature. No Jewish community ever






























