
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series VII: Personal Miscellaneous, 1908-1989, undated. 
Sub-series D: Writings, 1915-1963, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         216           80            41 
 
 

America, poem, 1920-1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



cAMERICA 
CJ3y cABBA HILLEL SILVER 

OD built Him a continent of glory and 
filled it with treasures untold; 

He carpeted it with soft-rolling prairies and : 
columned it with thundering mountains; .... •, z;....___.,..., .. 

He studded it with sweet-flowing fountains and 
traced it with long-winding streams; 

He planted it with deep-shadowed forests) and 
filled them with song. 

,,:-HEN He called unto a thousand peoples 
and sum,moned the bravest among them. 

'They came from the ends of the earth., each 
bearing a gift and a hope. 

c:f he glow of adventure was in their eyes., and 
in their hearts the glory of hope. 

cz ND out of the bounty of earth 
U and the labor of men) 
Out of the longing of hearts and the 

prayer of souls, 
Out of the memory of ages and the 

hopes of the worlcl 
God fashioned a nation in loYe, 

blessed it with a purpose sublirne
cAnd called it cAMERICA! 
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America's Making 

GOD built him a continent of glory and 
filled it with treasures untold; 

He studded it with sweet flowing foun
tains and traced it with long wind
ing streams; 

He carpeted it with soft rolling prairies 
and columned it with thundering 
mountains; 

He graced it with deep shadowed forests 
and filled them with song, 

Then he called unto a thousand peoples 
and summoned the bravest among 
them, 

They came from the ends of the earth, 
each bearing a gift and a hope, 

The glow of adventure was in their eyes, 
and in their hearts the glory of hope, 

And out of the bounty of earth and the 
labor of men; 

Out of the longing of hearts and prayer 
of souls; 

Out of the memory of ages and the hopes 
of the world; 

God fashioned a nation in love, blessed 
it with purpose sublime and called 
it America. 

-Rabbi A. H. Silver 
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AMERICA 
By ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

GOD built Him a continent of glory and 

filled it with treasures untold; 

He carpeted it with soft-rolling prairies and 

columned it with thundering mountains; 

He studded it with sweet-flowing fountains 

and traced it with long-winding streams; 

He planted it with deep-shadowed forests, 

and filled them with song. 

T HEN He called unto a thousand peoples 

and summoned the bravest among them. 

They came from the ends of the earth, each 

bearing a gift and a hope. 

The glow of adventure was in their eyes, and 

in their hearts the glory of hope. 

AND out of the bounty of earth 

and the labor of men, 

Out of the longing of hearts and the 

prayer of souls, 

Out of the memory of ages and the 

hopes of the world, 

God fashioned a nation in love, 

blessed it with a purpose sublime

And called it America! 
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'The Inscription on the Liberty Bell 
PROCLAIM LlBERTll THROUqHOUT THE LAND 
UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS TtlEREOF."

[Leuiticw XXV: 10] 

The Original of the Inscription 

i1".:le'"- ~ f-,~~ i ii CMN pi 
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l!tbt ~tmplt 
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Wedncsdal), October 1Sth, 1926 

at Eight O'clock 
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R nm Ann A HILLEL TL VER 

TABLEAUX 

T ntcrpr tinO' Rahbi . i1 r\ n ·finition of America 
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Arrang db is Edna T ldsmith 

God uilt Him a continent of glory and fill d 
it with treasur •s untold; he tudd d it with w t 
flm ·ing fountains and graced it with Jong, wind
ing treams; he carpeted it with soft, rolling 
prairi and pillared it with thund ring- moun
tain ; h grac d it , ith de p hadO\ d f re ts 
aml fill d them with ong. 

Then h call d unto a thousand p oples and 
summon d th 1 rav , t among th m. The cam 
from th nd of th ar h a h h aring a gift. 
and a hop . The glow of a<lv ntur wa in th ir 
y '. and the glory of hope , ithin th ir . ouls. 

And out o th hounty of th arth and the 
Jahor of m n, out of th longing of heart and 
th pray r f s ul ut of th m mor f ag . 
:tml the h p . of th , orld, God fa hioned a na-
i n in lo . hl , d it \ ·ith a purpo. suhlim 

;md call ·d it- Am ·rica. 
ABBA H1L EL .. lLV ·R. 

" m n a ........................................ pokcn I • lR. LLA.~ TAR. III. H 
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AMERICA 

11 countr , 'ti~ of thee, 
Swc t land of lib rty, 

Of thee I ing. 
Land \ h r m fath rs cli l, 
Land of th • pilgrim ' pri l 
From ev'ry mountain id 

Let frc dam ring. 

Our fath r ' God, to The , 
Author of lib rty, 

To Thee we sing. 
Long may ur land he bright . 
With fr dom'. h 1 light; 
Prot ct u. by Th might, 

Great Go,1, our King-! 
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AMERICA 
By ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

GOD built Him a continent o_f glory and filled it ~ "th 
treasures untold; 

He carpeted it with soft-rolling prairies and columned it 
with thundering mountains; 

He studded it with sweet-flowing fountains and traced 
it with long-winding streams; 

He planted it with deep-shadowed forests, and filled 
them \\--i th song. 

THEN He ca1led unto a thousand peoples and sum
moned the bravest among them. 

They came from the ends of the earth, each bearing a 
gift and a hope. 

The glow of adventure was in their eyes and in their 
hearts the glory of hope. 

A ND out of the bounty of earth and 
labor of men, 

Out of the longing of hearts and the 
prayer of souls, 

Out ·of the memory of ages and the 
hopes of the world, 

God fashioned a nation in love, 
blessed it with a purpose sublime

And called it M1ERIC.~! 
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bbi l1llel 'ilver 
e Temple 
st 105th vtreet ~nd nsel ad 

level1nd 6, Q_io 

Dear Sir, 

st ~olJ ~ge ·tre t 
li· ce, . • o 

anuary 30, 195 

In ci series ol ,orsr.d. ) s rvices or junior 
gi ·ls to be 1,ublis ed in t11e International Journ 1 of 
ucation Is ould li'e to quote the ~ollowing: 

ig· boys and 
eligious 

11 d built him a continent O.L .lory d filled it wit treasur s untold; 
e car eted it wit. soft-rolling rai·i sand columned it with t under
ing rr .. oun t"'-ins; 

Ee studded it wit swe t-flowing .Lounta ·_ns and tr2ce it wi tl- lon -
\iin ing str ams; 

l.e : lanted it wit deep-s .adowed r orests, nci filled t em ri t ong . 

Tl en l e called unto t ous nd 
h y came rom the ends oft e eartl, 

The glo O.L adventu· as int ir ey 
of Lo ,e . 

oned the bravest ong the . 
aring a gift and a ,o e. 
in their hearts the g1o 

d out of t e bounty of e rt ~nd tLe labor o me 1, 

Out of t1e longinc £ earts end t le prayer of souls , 
out ol the memory of ges and tr e r.o es of the vorld, 
God fas ·oned a nation in love, blessed it w~tl a ur ose subl. e --

And called it v. l tr 

.. :ay I ave r ssion to do so or t ,is pur os 

It a e red on ;age 138 of t _ book ays for runo by 
vlarice Bo mIBn ( ssociation ress ) and was rinted in tie ~il , 1954 
issue of Christian home u liahed by the iet.o ist u lishing ouse . 

incerely yours , 
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es Lucile -s ardins 
SO st Colle~ Stre t 
r- lliance , ".;h • o 

ar ss sjardins: 

r- • n,.. ,.,.._ t)' ,., ~ _,.., J 

.. .. • -4 ssi o.1 o pu 
tor junior hi h 
Religious 

Jan 

c' y uest 
o~ orsbip service■ 
tional Jnurnal 0£ 

.!.8 se ~-n • catc n t . e blic t_ n t h +, t poe is copyri t . 

I ould also c 11 your attent i on to the correct r ding ot iv 
name , Rabbi bba " llsl C!i__ver. 

rdially y urs , 

A sal LVffl 
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105t1 Stree 
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Dear a bi S 1 er: 

Si r 

at nsel R 

I ep r·ng a book of 

1 5 "" d--r 
hv·1 e, 

u st 22, 
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ip 
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es 
on ica o tis w·n r 

dnd • he • it e , a cs. 

wit· g 
ose poe, , 
tit cd The Chr·s 

you by e edi o 
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our 
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a 

C :n ssion 0 

rs· OU 

me, nd a 
z n 

uo·e you 
z n 
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. . am S ft refteld 
1715 Cedar Lan 

hvlll • Tennessee 

• r r. refteld: 

ou hav my p rmissi n to quote my " .rica" in the 
book of orahip which you r pr ring for publicatl n. 
I am encl ,at h rewlth a co rect c . of lt. 

11th all good wish • Ir main 

Very cordt ~l ly your•• 

c; :bfm 

nclosure 



FOUNDED 1877 

~£1i0U" E':, WORCESTER FEDERAL SAVI GS OVER $17 5,000,000 

BRA...,CH 

AND LOAN ASSOCI TIO 1243 MA I N ST R E T 

SPRINGFIELD. MASS 

22 E L M STREET • WORCESTER , MASSACHUSETTS 

PL 4 - 5301 

RAYMO D P HAROLD 
P A F 10[ T 

Mr. Raphael D. Silver, President 
Albright Development Corporation 
1124 superior Building 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 

Dear Ray: 

November 1, 1961 

Thank you for sending copies of the poem "America" written 
by your illustrious father. We would like to reprint it in 
our publication ''Home Life", a copy of which is enclosed 
for your examination. Please let me know what I should do 
to get permission to do this. 

It is a beautiful poem and we are extremely proud to have 
prints of it. 

Cordial best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Joseph T. Benedict 
Via(1 President 

/ _, ,., 
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WHERE YOUR SECURITY COMES FIRST ~ 
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Azriel Eisenberg 6 -52 Juno Street, 'Jorest J-lill 75, ew York 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Office: 426 'West 5 th Street, 'New York 19, 'New York 

Aug us t 2 2 , 1 9 6 2 . 

I am preparing an anthology on .omerican Jewish life for the 
last 300 years, which I submitting to Tho as Yoseloff, Inc., 
for publication in 1963. t ts title wi 11 probably be 11 Portrai t 
of American Jewry11 and its approximate size 400 pages. We do 
not know yet what the price of the book will be. 

May J have your kind permission to reprint the poem 

THE NEW WORLD 

I shall, of course, give full acknowledgment to the author, book 
and pub 1 sher. 

With heartfelt thanks for your attention to this and your 
kind cooperation, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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