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I New Book From Pen of Rabbi A. H. ~ilver Deals I 
I With Democratic Impulse in Jewish History 

I 
form. The new book traces in out
line the manifestations of the 
dominant democratic impulse in ~ 
Jewi h history. Rabbi Silver re-1 
gards the impulse as the es en-
tial characteristic of many of , 
the great movement in Jewish 1 
thought through the age . j 

Prophecy, Pharisaism, the ~yn
agog, J wish Mysticism, ha id- '1 
i: m and oth r significant expres-
ions of the genius of Israel are , 

re-stated in Rabbi Silver's work, 1 
in term of an invincible demo
cratic urge which eems to de- 1' 
termine the vital piritual pro
ce e of the race. Rabbi Silver 
analy~e and defends the ideal of 
the Mission of Israel and rede
fines Liberal Judaism as a re-

l newed Phari ai m which h de-

I c-lar , to be ground d in the demo
cratit' religious philosophy of I Judaism, free from any anti-na
tionali tic and anti-nonfr;ztic bias, 
in which the three major concepts 
of the Faith of I rael, the people 

R BBI ABBA H. ILVER of I rael and th Land of I rael 
"The D mocrati Impul e in are merged. 

J wi h Hi. to1'y" i the title of a I Th ne, publi hed work from 
new work from the pen of Rabbi I the pen of Rabbi ilver i an 
Abba Hillel ilver of the Tem- elaboration of an essay which he ' 
ple, which ha b en is. ued in book ( Continued on Page 8) ! 
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to their times, merely to elaborate a social 
philosophy of his own, to point out a 
literary moral or establish a cau e and 
effect connection. Ile rather view. these 
men as emanations from, or exemplars 
of the pirit of life itself. He gives them 
to u , as oul-e ences, worlds in conflict 
with chaos-the chaos that is without 
them and , ithin. They became ym
bolical of us all. This is where he 
reaches his highest greatne s. Here he 
i more than an analyst of fact as he is 
in hi scientific studies. Here he is a 
true di cerner, a p ychologi t of man's 
spirit, wherein there is flesh and more 
besides. In his science, Ellis borrowed 
1iberal1y. There he was the compiler, a 
statistician, and not fully original even 
in his interpretations. Houston Peterson 
gives him too much credit as a scienti t. 
For Ellis, it is now univer ally admitted 
11::!.ns too heavily on the German in his 
studies in sex. In literature Elli' is realJy 
much more original. 

In his Dance of Life, we have a litera
ture that is science, in a sense, and a 
science that is genuine literature. Per
haps the author' u e of the symbol is 
given too wide a latitude in this book. To 
us, accustomed as we are, to think in 
specific, immediate things, this may in
deed seem so. It is, nevertheless, a fit, 
poetic symbol for life, when the latter is 
seen functionally and rhythmically. The 
serenity of the author's mind, who ap
proaches a perception of things st,tb specie 
eternitatis, the limpid tran parency of his 
style, the illumination it gives to many 
of the obscure emotions, and associations 
of our mind, m~ke hi book a significant 
contribution to our essay literature. We 
have had no _ 1ontaigne or Rabelais nor 
even an Erasmus in English. We have 
only Bacon, Emerson, Carlyle, and such 
le ser men as Hazlitt, Coleridge, Arnold 
and Pater in this field. Somewhere 
among this hierachy Ellis de~erves a 
place. On the basis of three books alone 

he m rit it: by his "The ew Spirit," 
"The Dance of Life," and by his "Im
pres ion and omment " serie . 

Ellis' name may come to be a ociated 
in the ci ntific world in time with such 
a Krafft- Fbbino-'s and Frett I' , yet his 
place will be ne inferior to their . In 
Engli h literature, h wever, he i in our 
time , the fir . t important essayist ince 
\Va1ter Pater, and as such he will have 
an honored po ition in the po t-Vic
torian literature of his country and in all 
the other which peak hi native tongue. 

Hou ton Peter on's biography though it 
i preoccupied too much with fact and 
too little with the ideas that matter in 
the ca e of a man like Ellis will, never
thele s, be an indi pen able ource book 
for the future hi torian of the man, be
cause of it pos e ion of many facts of 
Ellis' life and its assurance of their 
authenticity. In this sense, it is without 
doubt, an important and an essential 
work. 

S. P. Ruden. 

THE DE 1 CR TIC I IP L E I 
JE\ I H III TORY 
By Abba Hillel Silver, 

D. D. , Li t t., D., . rc w Y rk Bloc h Publ i- hing 
Company l!J2, 

Thi little booklet of but forty-h o 
page i a m rit riu piece of writing be
cau e it bed a new light upon the polit
ical fabric of ancient J udai m, and will 
urely be in trum ntal in doing away 

with man prejudice and ha ty opinions 
entertained by J ewi h a well a Gentile 
intelle tual ab ut the political geniu of 
ancient Judea. 

In thi b Het the learned author 
0 ive a new pr entation of the p litical 
fabric of an ient J udai m. For the fir t 
time perhap , we g t a coherent picture 
of the politi al geniu of the Jews of an
tiquity. Rabbi ilver, who is a fir t-rate 
Hebrew ch lar, <le cribe very vividly 
the democratic impul e of the ancient 
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Jews. We learn not only of the demo
cratic motive that governed the ancient 
Jewish state, but also of the primary 
cau es that led the ancient Jews to es
pouse the cau e of democracy. "The 
hard, uncertain and migratory conditions 
of desert life made for a rude equality 
and a primitive freedom among the wan
dering tribes. There are no kings in the 
de ert. The tribal head i only the first 
among equals. The desert know of no 
military aristocracy, for all adult males 
are fighter . 1 o family claims e pedal 
nobility of ance try for all members of 
a clan are blood relations." 

The author proceeds to point out the 
uniqueness of ancient Jewish democracy 
by comparing the political idea of an
cient Jew to tho e of other people of 
antiquity and cites illustration after illus
tration to show that among ancient Jews 
the will of the king wa not the law of 
the people, and that at decisive moments 
the people asserted their authority against 
the will of the king. The kings were 
ah ay under the urveillance of the 
prophets. Whatever the king was in 
Judea his will was not supreme for it 
was fir t limited by the law and then 
by the will of the people. 

Rabbi Silver points out that the demo
cratic impulses were not only evident in 
the political but al o in the religiou hi -
tory of the J ewi h people, for only the 
Jews succeeded in tran forming the
ocracy from the plane of acerdotalism 
unto the plane of moral idealism, and 
that just as the will of the king was 
limited by the law and the will of the 
people so wa the wilI of the prie ts 
limited by the moral re olutene of the 
prophet. 

In the protracted tructure between 
the Saducees and the Phari ees, the au
thor ees but another pha e of the con
flict between the autocratic and demo
cratic principle in Jewi h life. But the 

author doe not omit to tres the fact 
that the continued demand for more de
mocracy wa not motiYated by mere e
cular but by spiritual de ire . 

This booklet will intere t not only all 
Jewish intellectuals, who will want to 
know more about the J ewi h pa t, but 
will al o be of pedal intere t t Jewish 
moderni ts to Zioni ts and to the repre
sentatives of liberal J udai m alike. The 
author happen to be both a o-ood Zion
i t and a repre entativ of liberal Juda
i m, and what he ha~ to say about the 
latter is very illuminatin<Y indeed and 
worthwhile quoting. 

"Above all, they will proceed to re
educate the Jew. Herein Liberal Juda
ism has been mo t culpable. It ha 
quite uncon ciou ly but neverthele quite 
effectively prepared the way for an ap
paHing and devastating analphab~ti m in 
our rank . J ewi h learning i the rare t 
of phenomena among liberal Jews. We 
have relegated the priceJe heritage of 
our peopl -of the c11tirc people-to the 
ordained and the profe i nal fe\ . \Ve 
are thereby in langer of destroying the 
democratic character of our faith. If 
Judaism is to remain a democratic re
lio-ion, if it i not to degenerate into a 
Rabbinic hierarchy, it mu t be on the 
ha is of J e, ish learning broadly di . em
inated through all the cla es of our peo
ple. There is one inexorable law in our 
hi tory. vVithout learning and tudy 
Judaism cannot survive. \Vherever a 
Jewish community failed to kindle the 
lamp of learning and relied solely upon 
wor hip, observance and philanthropy, it 
ultimately disappeared." 

Rabbi il er i not only a learned 
Rabbi but to my mind the mo t learned 
Reform Rabbi in America and a man of 
great moral courage, for no other rep
resentati e f lib ral J udai m would have 
dared to say what Rabbi Silver has to 
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ay about it attitude to J ewi: h learning. 
I hope that e pe ially the llcague f 
the author will not fail to r ad thi bo k-

let from ov r to Y r. It will t t 
them a urc f in ., piration. 

F E 

Out of the Ea t a wave
preading rolling, 

The spice of young fields on it breath, 
Joy and tear and wift laughter, 

plashing about the feet of houting 
boys. 

Out of the i orth a wave
Tossing foaming, 

shout of power a ru h of ound; 
pray blind the eye , the whitecap 
dazzle. 
red sun sink tumultuously. 

Out of the outh a wave
s, ishing, glidino-, 
Bearing weet sleep unny days. 
It care e it lull , 

tiding softly down to a fiat ea. 

ut f the \\ e t a , ave
Thundering, era hing. 
Danger i there, and glory; 
There i life and freedom and faith, 
There is lo e. 
Reaching far up the beach to the houses, 
It is music, it is madne it i anctuary. 
The deaf throb to it thunder. 
Its foam cuts the stars. 
Tremendou , the \! ave from the \\ e t. 

H clcn Faullrncr, 

~--. ~L 1. 



THE DEMOCRATIC IMPULSE I 
JE\VI H HISTORY ,4L/;4 

By Abba Hillel Silver, ti;~ 
D. D., Litt., D., Ne w 'ork Bloch Pubfishmg 

Company, 1!)2 

This little booklet of but forty-two 
pao-es i a meritoriu piece of writing be
ca~ e it bed a new light upon the polit
ical fabric of ancient Judaism, and will 
surely ue instrumental in doing . a~vay 
with many prejudices and ha ty opm10~1s 
entertained by Jewish a well as ~ent1 le 
intellectuals about the political gemus of 
a11iient Judea. 
/ ln this booklet the learned at~t~ior 

o-ives a new pre entation of the poht~cal 
fa bric of ancient Judaism. For th: fir. t 
time perhaps, " ·e get a coherent picture 

f the political genius of the_ Jews of 111-

iquity/ Rabbi ilver, who is a firs,t-:ate 
-le brew scholar, describe very Yl"~dly 
he democratic impulses of the arc1ent 

Jews. \Ve learn not only of the demo
cratic motives that governed the ancient 
Jewish state, but also of the primary 
causes that led the ancient Jews to es-

"Th pouse the cause of democracy. . . e 
hard uncertain and migratory conditions 
of desert life made for a rude equality 
and a primitive freedom among the wan
dering tribes. There are no king in the 
de ert. The tribal head i only the first 
among equals. The desert knows of no 
military aristocracy, for all adult males 
are figl1ter . No family claims e pecial 
nobility of ancestry for all members of 
a clan are blood relations." 

The author proceeds to point out the 
uniqueness of ancient Jewish democracy 
by comparing the political ideas of an
cient Jews to those of other peopl_e of 
antiquity and cites illu tration a~ter illus
tration to show that among ancient Jews 
the will of the king was not the law of 
the people, and that at decisive mom:nts 
the people asserted their author~ty agamst 
the will of the king. The kings were 
always under the surveillance of t~e 
prophets. vVhatever the king was 1~1 

Judea his will was not supreme for it 
was first limited by the law and then 
by the will of the people. 

Rabbi Silver points out that th~ dem?
cratic impulse were not only _e~1dent _m 
the political but also in the rehg10us his
tory of the J ewi h people, for _only the 
Jews succeeded in transformmg the
ocracy from the plane of sacerdotalism 
unto the plane of moral ideali~m, and 
that just as the will of the ~mg was 
limited by the law and the will of. the 
people, so wa the will of the priests 
limited by the moral resoluteness of the 

prophet. 
In the protracted struc~ure between 

the aducees and the Phan ees, the au
thor ee but another phase of the con
flict between the autocratic and demo
cratic principles in Jewish life. But the 

author doe not omit to tres the fact 
that the continued demand for more de
mocracy wa not motivated by mere e
cular but by spiritual de ires. 

This booklet will interest not only alT 
Jewish intellectuals, who will want to 
know more about the Jewi h past, but 
will also be of pecial interest to Jewish 
moderni ts, to Zionists and to the r~re
sentatives of liberal Judaism alike./The 
author happens to be both a good Zion
ist and a repre entative of liberal Juda
ism, and what he ha to say about the 
latter is very illuminating indeed and 
worthwhile quoting. 

"Above all, they will proceed to re
educate the Jew. Herein Liberal Juda
ism has been most culpable. It has 
quite unconsciously but nevertheless quite 
effectively prepared the way for an ap
palling and deva~ ta ting analphabetisrn in 
our ranks. Jewish learning is tl1e rare t 
of phenomena among liberal Jews. Vv e 
have relegated the priceless heritage of 
our people-of the c11tire people-to the 
ordained and the professional few. \Ve 
are thereby in danger of destroying the 
democratic character of our faith. If 
Judaism is to remain a democratic re
ligion, if it is not to degenerate into a 
Rabbinic hierarchy, it mu t be on the 
basis of Jewi h learning broadly dissem
inated through all the cla ses of our peo-
ple. There is one inexorable law in our 
history. \Vithout learning and study 
Judaism cannot urvive. \Vherever a 
Jewish community failed to kindle the 
lamp of learning and relied solely upon 
wor hip, ob ervance and philanthropy, it 
l~timately di appeared." 

/ Rabbi Silver i not only a learned 
Rabbi but to my mind the most learned 
Ref rm Rabbi in America and a man of 
great moral courage, for no other rep-
resentative of liberal Judaism would have 
dared to ay what Rabbi Sih-er has to 

THE DEMOCRATIC INFLUENCE IN JEWISH HISTORY 

BY ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
Bloch PHblishing Company 

Not often are the two weapons of expression, the skilfu l 
pen and the "silver" tongue, found in one and the same person. 
To Abba Hillel Silver, however, uch Jledcct dualism is a note• 
worthy, inherent trait; and one therefore is not at all surprised 
to see with how much dexterity hi s ab,ility is transicrrcd from 
the spoken word to the printed page./ \Vith astounding brc ity 
and clarity, within the small space of forty pages, the develop
ment and effect of the anti-aristocratic motif in the existence of 
Judaism are traced; and, simullaneously, the adoption of the 
democratic impulse for the "modus vivendi" of Jewry is preached 
and advocated; 

In analyzing the conflict of the democratic 5pirit against the 
aristocratic, the author shows how a monarchy has always l.iecn 
repulsive to the Hebrews. They have, on the contrary, always 
aimed to emphasize that "all Jews arc sons of kings." Their 
frequent rebellions, as told in the Books of Samuel and Kings, 
emphatically attest to t!Jis altitude. Their economic message!, 
too, have been thorns in the side of the Jewish ari stocracy and 
priesthood. Oppression and exploitation, to them, were more 
than violations of society-for not only do these mar the life 
of man but even deface the image of G-d. It is interesting to 
observe, also, that the rebellion of Korah is couSldered by Abba 
Hillel Silver as an expression of the democratic im pu lse agains t 
the overpowering influence of the sacerdotal tribe. We know 
sufficiently well, however, that such was not the case. Korah'i 

, revolt against the lead rs was made through personal cl ·sires 
for aggrandizement rather than for popular benefit. The demo
cratic spirit had surely been expressed before in the appointment 
of Korah as an influencing factor in the LcviticaJ sen-ice of the 
Mishkan and in the creation of the seventy judg s from mem
bers of the various tribes. To Dr. ilvcr, prophecy, especially 
in its broad liberal sense, is a democratic institution of the weak 
against the strong, and therefore highly supported by the Israel• 
ites. Priests have regarded ordinary Jews as "zarim," but 
prophecy elevated them to a "kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation." 

As a guide to the understanding of the motivating influence 
in all the great movement of Israel-Pharisai m, Sadducism, 
Rabbini m, l\Iystici m and ha idism-this hook is in<lisp usable,/ 
The author's profound explanation of the chief corner tone of 
Achad Ha'am's philosophy of cultural Judaism, i. e. the mission 
ideal, and his strong condemnation of Liberal Ju<lai m for iti 
lack of adherence to the strict discipline of Pharisaism, are, 
above all subject very close to the heart of the modern J cw 
and are ~ade absorbing reading matter for the interested . 

. B. H. 



ABOUT MEN AND THINGS ., 
The Mission Jr n a mall br hure, 

r c ntly publi_hed, Dr. 
of Israel 
and Jewish 

Nationalism 
. \ bl a Hillel ilver one 
,f the m . t lo 1uent 
and mo t thought[ul 

member. ( th R form Jewi h pulpit in 

thi. country, :et out to give a reinterpre

tati n of th ideal of the J ewi h ~Ii sion 

in th lio-ht of th mod rn theory f Jew

j_ h nationali . m. The bo kl t, ntitled 

''The D mocrati Impul e in J wi h His
tory, 1 n ·1ded into two part , the fir. t 

t acmg the cl mocratic impuLe in Bib 

lical and po t-Biblical tim , and th 

~econd, probably the main the i . how 

in<Y that at the heart of thi impuls 

:to d the all-p n·ading ideal of a people 

cledicati1w it elf t he the me enger of 

God to humanity. \\ hile the first part is 

op n t o . om cnt1 ·1-=-111 ancJ utter ~ trorn 

a la k uf am r . nl,tle discrimination be

t,Y n ~1 mocracy a:-- g·en rally u- cl in 

connect1011 with the ;oYernm •nt ancl i _ 

negati, e connc,tafr,n a: a distru . t o • 

rnl ~r_:. th s ·cond part i:-. Cli great inter s 

and 1s almost ren,luti11nan· in character 

in :o_ i;1r as it nde;~, 1;r-, to. uproot a p in; 

of., 1~ w t_hat dom111atecl reform Jewi, 1 

th111~.;:111g tor a century ancl a quart r. 

It 1:-- ;, holclly ont:puken opinion ui 

many of th' younger adherents of ref on 1 

i_n our micl. t who !1a,·e he •n . trug Jin~ 

Jor some t1111e ag;i!n:-.t the et id ol 9"'.." 

of the I ·aders Cl[ a iurmer o- ncrati~ 

1 ut ,. ho were :ilcnced hY tl~e crie ,,f 
the older leader:. \\ ho :-,a,,: in thi, men-e

m n t a r Yer. ion to old . tandard . . which 

th : branded a: ''n o-orthodo •y.'' 



The outstanding arraignment of J:?r. 
. 'ih·er again st what h(; de -ignates as L~b
eral T uclai~ m con i ts in the fact that lib
eral ·1 udai~m has made the mis ion idea] 
''anti'-nationali . tic and anti-nomistic:' 
and in the fact that "it has quite uncon
.·cioush but nevertheless quite effectively 
prepar · cl the wa~· for an appallin(Y and 
cleva. ta ti ng- analphabet.ism in our rank: . 
J e,Yish learning is the rarest of pheno
mena among Liberal Je\\·s." In the early 
~tages of reform J udaisrn, the mi ion 

1 ideal had been made the pivotal point in 
it creed and " ·ith some of the early 
leader the only rea. on for the preser
Yation of the Jewi.-h people. This w~ ~ 
a - it : lwuld ha Ye been. in perfect har
mony with the thought that pervade~ 
Jewish history and literature from primi
ti,·e time. to· uur own clay . They erred. 
ho\\·ever, in denuding thi s ideal of it: 
nationali tic and nomi . tic attributes 
and in believing that the 1\Ie. sianic ag 
was nigh at hand, so that there i no 
need of maintainino- the national con
:-:ciou nc. s and the means of its preser
Yation through a definite discipline oi 
life a evolved by Phari. aic Ju<lai -m. The 
modern liberal, or as Dr. Silver prefers 
to call him, the mod r11 Pharisee, "will 
hold fa t to all the agencies which in 
the pa t preserved the integrity of the 
people- Israel 's lano-uage. I rael's lore, 
J srael'. hope of national rehabilitation . 
Israel's memory-laden cu tom and hab
its of life adju ted to modern need .'' 
The modern Phari ee will al o eek to 
dispel the cloud oi ign ranee that haYe 
overca~t 1 rael' horizon and to re-edu
cate the Jew in a fuller knowledge of hi . 
hi tory and his literature. "There is one 
inexorable law in onr history. Without 
learning and tudy J udai m cannot ur
vive. Wherever a Jewi h communitv 
failed to kindle the lamp of learning an(I 
relied solely upon \\·or. hip, observance 
and philanthropy it ultimately di ap
peared ." The author !trnspnringly con
demn the tendency of secularizing 
Jewish life evinced by om.e of the mod
ern literati, who sp ak glibly of J udai m 
a a culture or a civilization, making the 
religion element in it in ignificant or 
entirely non-cxi tent. ''\Vhat other super
lative ontribution haYe we made to 
mankind ?'' exclaim our author. "What-
ver ~f the magnificent and the eternal 

there 1. in our life and literature deriye_ 
frrom. that s urce. 11 else i a pale replica 
01 alien thou ht and culture." 



/ This c say of Dr. :ilver is a challeng 
not only to leader of r form J udai m and 
to th ,eculari t in ur mid t, ,,,hether 
aclherino- to the Zioni~t id al or not, but 
al o to the great ma e. of thinking J e\\·s 
" ·ho are floundering- in their th ughts 
and t.!:titude toward J wish life and b -
lief,/The thesi. set f 1rth here is " rv 
. imple and it.· novelty c n. i. ts only i;1 
the ource whence it come and in th 
form in which it is put. The people oi 
I rael had always conceived itself to b 
God' cho en p op! . ·'a kingd m of 
prie ts and a holy nation." It mu t on
tinue it group life in order to fulfill the 
mi ion that it , et for it eif r that wa 
dh·inely imp ed upon it. From the ex
perience g-athered through an exten. iYe 
period of hi tory, llnder all kind f ir
cum. tanc , 1 rael ha :' d vel ped a large 
numl er of habit and cu. tom , a an ail 
to,Yard iL pre erYation. Thes mu t no 
be wantonly overthrown without imper
ilino- the future of th J ewL h pe ple and 
thereby the future f it mi ion, th 
main purpo e of it exi tence. The t n
dency to afeguard I rael by means f a 
di ciplinc of life, that hould direct e,·er 
act and movement of daily exi t nee, ha .~ 
been known as the Phari aic tend ncv 
and thi should be renewed now an;! 
treno-then d in . rder that l rael might 

l e permitted to pre ervc it elf al o in 
our m dern urrounding and in the 
changed condition under which we live. 

/It i- imple. It is logical. It is revolution-
, ary in reform Jewish ideology. It hould 

help t clarify th th ught of ome f 
our younger friend ,vho are groping f r 
Jio-ht in their search f r a J ewi . h "mod 1 

Yivendi" in pre ent-day life./ 
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and ha fu 
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ment 
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de ir to r aliz it 1£, th t 
car f ul and h l • • 
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re lity he 
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torical truth are n 
The di tu 

dem cracy, bu in 
of p tential ruler 

a n 1t m, a tru 
rac • ach m n to th I 1 
e ill £ tl e e. The racy 

• renders ma ' t no le the 16 ob dience t 

God' La ; and "f royalty v 1strus u l' di cru 

at G d's La !anted rem la £ the 
as amon entd . 
t is surpri i tha Dr. il er uld that justice i 

erchangeable ith d m cracy, inj tIC tocracy The 
cl m of Sol m n is u d ubtedly soci red ith his keen per-
tion of ju rice. D e n the e ch t 1 ica • n of the 
na ty of D id th a inted' 1 te n of 
nal per£ ection ith a philo ophy of go ent al· n to 

ocracy? 
In fact, th tradit • onal categories of Kohen Le ice and 
ite have perpetuated through uc J i h ry the concep-

e Dem cratic Impulse in J wi h i tory'· ( Bl ch). 

THE D OCR TIC I P L E I JE I H HI 
Abba Hillel Silver. Bloch Publ1"sh· C TORY. 

A · .. mg o. 
n 1-!lterestmg presentation of an int restin . 
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THE 

Democratic Spirit • 
lJ Jews . 

BY R\BBI BB HILLEL 1 .,\'ER. 

(Ucprwtnl /1 om !111 ] e • /1 Tnlm 1 1 ". 1 

f 11 this article, rl'pri11tul from ,i • rccc11/ hook• 
• " Fite ncnwcralic f 111/)/f'- t i11 1 l'i. h Iii. tory' 

(f>11l>lislicd b-v I/Jc !Uuc/1 J>uhlis ·11g Co., Ye,,, 
)·or!?). Ra!Jb/ A!Jlia 1/il!tl . i!,•1r I aA•,•s clear the 
,tro1u!, democratic lcndcHC\' that I 1, ql,l·a:vs bee// 
dislillcli, ·c 111 f/11 • ltisto,~v ,i lite ]1 

Ivacl ,.·as marked hy the 11u1 ucratic imf>11l.'il' 
frr1111 the , l I~\' da, ·11 of 1/s !tisto, Rahbi . il,cr 
f>oinl.\ u1t/, Jt.· e11,·iro11mml a;1 t ifs spiritual 
!!_tnius c,mtrilmtcd In dc,·t·lof> this co11ditio11. Tlte 
"cncralwm, of dcs,·rl c.rj>crimcc Jud ,. ro11t,:ltl their 
1f(c£!. I It,· democratic thread is 7 1, •c11 !lzru11"l1U11t 
I wad's hi. !ory, /1, · says. 

It is highly inlt-n·stint: to nott• how persi , t 11t ' llH1 dominant 
ha:-.' n ~u thl• dt:illOll,1lil impnl ·c in J , \\ , .: , o rv ,llikL in the 
politi1·al life: of the 1woplt- as iu ib u·onomw .Jl(\ rdigi us life. 

\\'hen our nomadic irh ars appearecl 
on the frontiers of Ca 1aan to begin their 
amazin~ career in th • worJ<l, they h:ul 
already hcen a ted upon ::mcl cleter
minc<l by countle. generations l>f 
de ert experience a11 l c·u tom. Till' 
liarcl, uncertain an, 1nigratory con 
dition of desert lift make for a rude 
er1ualily and a ptimit.ivc freedom 
among the wancleri1 g tribe. . There 
ar no kings in t 1c desert. The 
trih,ll head is onl) the first among 
equal . Th dese1 knows of no 
military aristoeraey for all adult 

males are fighter· . . ·o family d:1i111s e;,1 d.,1 nohilit.y of 
anc-C'slry, for ,1 ll metnhcrs of a lan ...,,t. l,:vu ~ rdadon:-.. ' hL· 
rule of th rich is unknown· for the disparit) hetwcen rirh aml 
p or is s li j!;ht, an,l many trib . are communistic in truct.ur •. 
. o priestly hieran·hy •xi.ts, and ritualisti • hw lion. arc in m . t 
instances performed hy th• lay head of the fami y. The nnma,lic 
trihe is a rndim •ntary politit·al, •conomic an< 

REl.lGlol ·s l>E~IO(. R .\C:Y 

. ·umlierle ·s centuries stamped thes • fealures 11 1011 the character 
of our 1lcsert am· ·stors long h •fore the) en. ·r d lhe • •ttled 
agricultural life of anaan. 

From their , catterecl entrance into Canaan u'ltil t.h establish 
ment of the monarchy, ceulurics elapsed t.url•ul nt and f rma• 
liYe centuries, during which the tribes of Israel, in th ir ,·ariou:-. 
groupings , were led hy war chieftain,, summo1.ed by t.h p ople 
to couunau1l whene,·er an emergency aro ·e. These d1ieftain 
return •tl to ciYilian life when th emergent'' was past The 
desert tradition trenuously resistc,l !1,1,tional nsolidatbn under 
on• su\ er ll,!,11 ruler. Only the thr ,tt ot ,r ign in vasious 
partinilarly that of the Philistine:-., force1l Lu,• trihe , to !-.eek 
polit.fral unification under a monarch. .\ read:u'.' of the Bihli,·.d 
records shows how distinctly 1listastdul this compubq1: 
monan-hisation pro, ed to th• he t .-pirib of the p •oplc. Lon 

traine<l to yield to a lH'l'essity, the, neY rth ·less refu, ·d to 
mak • .111y intclkdu,11 com·t•.· ·ion· lo it Tht prophet Samul'! 
int. ·rprekd th• demand for a king as r ·hellion again, t < :od a. 
evi,lem·e of the people '.- sinfulnc ·s and degradation aml as a 
culpahle mimirry of the he.1tl1l•1J. Contr.u;t this J udait' point 
of \ ie" ,dlh the Creek of l'J..1.to ,lll1l .\fr,' otle . Th· i,ll·al 
polit:, Pl.lto maintained, ",is the mo11arch~ , aucl th<.' i<ll',ll 
rukr ul his r •1mlilil' was the king who is als philosopher and 
warrior. .\ristolle regarded kingship .is "the primary or mo:-.t 
divine form of gon:rnm ·ut." 

_ \ mon, the peopl '!-. of anti1J11ity, ., en anu ng the mo. t < n
lightcn d, king -were deified, sanilil'l'. "<·n· ofi c· r •cl lo them. allll 
the most • ·trava!!aut titl •s ~md .1ltrihutl.!. wer<.' asnih ,11 1 o 
them. Tim, 

·1111-: r1. ·<:!-o <IF H<:vP1 

n· .uldre . ed a. " Lord ol h ',l\lll, <Jrd of e 1rth, . un, lifl· of 

the whole \\ nrld , lunl oi tinw .. . l'H•,1tor of th han 1·s 
maker and fashi1111er of mortal-. , . 1.!i\'l·r of lifr to a ll th1· 
ho!-.l of go<ls .. . ' Then• ,, . s 1m king-wor-,hip in l r.1d, 
and ,L 1Ielirew kiugto\\·hom a h,·.1lht·11 rttll't so11,t,:ht to .1ttiih11tl• 
mirantlous hl·alin'.' powers n·pliul • • . \111 1 a < :od , l11 kill .md 
to m.tk< :tli, l' Thl' hi •hl':-l trih11tl· "hid1 tl H• Bi l. If' 
pa~s to :i ruler is :" lk did that \\hil-h \\,Ls right i11 th <: l ' 11 ( 

th<.' Loni 
• o ren>lutio11ary lill'raturl' of 11 ,lllkiwl lin,.,thl' , 1 proi, 11mh r 

<listru , t of royalty and imlkts in h,1rshl·r tn 11 . thl w a~ ,.f 
ki11gs , thl'ir de!->poliations .11111 corrnptio11:-,, th ,m th l' eigh th 
d1apkrof th· First Book of ~.tllllll'l. l'l•llc1 tl'd in thl' J:ibl il',d 
a ·co1111t ol tltl' risl' ni lla 111011 t "<'h: , om• linds not "llh th e 
:-.tn1ggk· hl•t\\'l'l'll thl' thl'ocrat1 • and 111ouarl'!1ic :-., .:-tl'm, o i 
'.'O\'t•rnm<·nl l>l'l\\'l'l'II pril·-.t\'raf awl kingn ,Lit hu nbn , .111d 
mon· particularly, thl· 1111rde11ti 1g n,nllid lw1'Hl' II th· du n" 
cratic and thl' a11tonalit• prim·ip0 l':-. which r :1t,:l·<l lhrnt1 ~lt"11t lh l' 
political history of lsral•l , and, ,ls \\\ ' sh ,tll "l'l ' i11 ,l 111nm •nt , 
through it-. c1·nnomic a nd rdigir ll t-. 111 ton .1-. \\ l' ll. 

ll a r,l \\ , h the road \\hich 1 0 ,,1lty t1 .t,1•llt-d in I rnl. It-. 
kinl-::-. , ,\ith ran.· l ' <'l'J> i1111-. , 1.1•H·r . tniH·d , ti th .Lt .d ... 11 h1t i-.m 
pos,1 • ,,.,1 hy thl' pqh•11t.1ll· t>I 11t lll•r :1111'1l' llt < lril-nt.tl k i11 ..:d11111,-. 
Straiµ,ht\\ay npon thl' l'll'l' lio11 oi San! , lht' pr11ph1· :-- ,1 111111•1 

\\ a., qnil·k lo ddi1ll' .u1d <'ir• ·11m• ... ;1,. , th t- ·,•,,p • . nd 1"'"°1 ,.., (I f 

the king , ,, Then Samuel told h,: pL·opll• llll· m ,t1111 1• r 0 1 lhl' 
kingdom ancl wrote it in a hook , md laid 1t up l,l'it1rl' til l' Lord. " 
The contents of this hook may h, gathered irom th, · I >1·11ll·r<>no 
mic- l'otle, \\·here th king i:,; ion.·.,·arned 11ot to multiply horsl'. 
and \\·ealth an<l wives, and, abo ' l' all, 11ot to pl·rmit hi-. he,trt 
" to be lift •cl up aho,·e his breth ~en." S.111111el ]o-,1·s 1w timl' i11 
impres. ing npon th peoph.· that dkgiam·l· to thl' Lord mw,t at 
all Lim ·s he prior to allegi,Lm'c to the king 

At <le isiYe moments the ploplc asst·rtcd their authority 
again t the will of the king, Fr ' tl1ll'lltly. tlwy rl'hl'llc<l. I lot 
upon th· heels of Saul's ele ·lion J. re, olut ion hroke out. k.i hy 
people whom thl' dynastil' d1ro11idl·r lt•rms •• l>as • fl'll11\\·,- " 
hut rt>n>lntionist ha, e alwa: s heen l'alle1l •• base fellow~. " 

These " has fellows " despi eel Saul, .tnd ni ·d out • • How 
shall thi: ma11 <;twe 11 ' " Thi, ren>lution wa: seemingly of 
<;nch proportion.- th. t the kinir< om h:id 1 o lw • rent'we,l " in 
,ili.,aL • ,llllU -1 tim. d1 ulloinl , 

Tm•: Rimm. D.\VII) 

king <luring , aul's lifetim , not be an~ he disliked Saul 
for the Bihle lak • < occa ·ion to p< int out that Samuel l<n-e<l Saul 
.tllll mourue<l f >r him wh n mi:fortun • o, ertook him hut 
hecause Saul had usurped powus not 1lelL•gate<l to him, ancl 
he ·aus • he did uot follow rigidly· he instructions of Lhe prophcl. 
DaYid's reign was heset. with re oluti 11s, ancl upon the death 
of hi on, Solomon, th· empir • ·.,·as re11t in twain hy a popular 
re,•olution agai11 ·t. royal >ppr s~ ion and arr >gann:. ...\t times 
the people clethronecl oue ruler ancl elect ·,l anothl'r in hi plact:. 
.\t least, iu li\'e instances the Billie dl'arly ~tall'~ Lhat the 
popul.tee ckl·tc<l the ki11g. 

The kings\\ ere co11st:111tl) und.:r llrl' moral !->Un lillallt'l' !Ii the 
prophets tho. t· skrn monitors ,f the great demoer.,til' de-, ·rt 
traclitio11 of the race. In the nal!le of a Im, high r th.tn that nl 
kings, Samuel faced :-,au!, • ·athau ckno11nced I >a, id, Sht·mai,th 
thr•,1tc11l'd Rl'11ohoa111, Jl'ltu tlll)Tl'l',tll'd B.t,ls,1 Elij1h .111 thl· · 
malisl•d .\ h,1 h, and J l'rl'lll iah pro11011m·cd doom u po11 Zl•cl,:ki,dr, 
hec.utM' " he hum hi ·<l not him. di l>don· J l'runiah -.p1·,1ki11~ in 
lhl' name of lhl' Lord. " 

The Bah: l011ia11 l,ik put an •ll(l to thl rl'i,ttin·l: hrit·I l'r:t 
of kingship in 1.-ral'I Ther •aftt:r ,111d for a perirnl of ,dmo-.t h.tlf 
a milknninm, our forefather!-. W t H' go, 1·rned hy pril'-.t •ll•,ttll•r 
and h) as-,l'lll hlil·s and coum·ib of t h1·ir repn·sL·ntati \'l' J 11dl',lll 
\r •op,u,!,ill-s \\ ho din.·ded \\ hat ·n•r of polllit'al auto110111_'- the 
peol'h- po sl•:-- . l'd . Thl'l l' f< ,l\m\ e, I a hril f intl·rl\H le< ,f I l ,t:-.lll, •lll', lll 
.,o, <.:rl'i,.:nty, and th •n thl· t:reat di.,pl'tsion ol till' pu,pll' llJok 
plan. :-:.inl'e that timl· and for nearly uindl'l'n 1'cJ1turi '. 1111r 
peopll', st'.tlll•red ,di o, er tltl' world, t.·,isll'd without kin:,:, pup~ 
or poh-11t.1t •. and )'l't n•taiuetl ,l l,tirly i11tegratul and di-,dplined 

.·\'Jln. ·,1 , I.111 ,:. 

In many nn111t rks tlw) po:-. l' , t.·<l lart!t' ltll'.tsun·."' of .,utnw ,my, 
.1111I l'\ •rywhen· thl') d<·\ clnpl••1 an ,tdt·qnate t •\'1111iq11l inr 
1·ommnnal achnini. tration awl 11 r s ·Ii "O\ l'rnment, dcmnl· r.1 ic
,tlly t'ontrollul. Thu. th • th~t re, olutionist. of hi. tor: , \\ ho 
hl·"all their 1utioual Jif • l>y an .w ol · t It l lll,111< ipation frnill the 
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yok of Egyptian hondage, n •Yer quit lo. t throughout their 
colourful areer the love of freedom and th pricl of fre m n. 
Impre . cl with th• dignity and th inali nahl worth of th life 
of man, and awar of a uohl • ance. lry, commonly shar cl by all 
L raelile., they boldly ancl proudly proclaimed : " All Jews ar 
th son. of king.· ! " 

Tb ernnomic t.h 11ght of ancient. I:rn l wa. lik wi 11reharged 
with a democratic idealism . The elaborate sy t.em of Bihlieal 
ocial legislation , cl •: ignecl t.o shield the meml rs of lh ' eom 

mnnity again t xploitation, monopoly, loss of patrimony and 
·n . lav •m ent. , was th • expression of a migh ty faith in human 
·q11ality a ncl . olidarily. Creat ancl exaltecl arc the implication. 
of th clol'trin • "For unto me a rc th e chilclrcn of fsrael s l:n
thcy ,tn.· no t sl.t,·t·s unlo sl.t\'t",." 

Th • !_! reat social Ill • sage of Israel 

J·r-; IT1mm • ODE oF J n,n ' E 

is inromprche11 ihlt ,, itho11t an 11111Lt-rst.mding of Utt· pen acling 
clcmoerat ic spirit of tlH· raet·. E, t·ry incli\'idual life wa-; con
t· in:•tl to he in, iol.d,k•. ,L r •llex of di,·init.'· ,md ,lll end in tht· 
1 osmic sl'lt •me. E, t·ry ,Let of \\Tong a nd inJust.ice "hidt mars 
the lifl' uf a man cl •faces ,Llso thl' im ,Lgt· of Cocl. ( >ppression a nd 
cxploitation a re, therdon·. more th,m ,·iol.1tions of lhe laws 
of sol'iety. They are s,tcrilt·g1 and hlaspht·m,·. The\ lhw,trl 
lif • C :ocl 's lift• in c, cry man they di. tort a nd mutil.Lk that 
which is lhl' end a1111 goal of all hei11g- the fre •, u11trammellcd 
u11foldmt•11l of l'\ l'ry human J>'-'rson,tlity. 

_\ml it \\·as from t.he lips of men who had drunk deep of thi. 
,lemocratic tradition of lhe r.1cc that lhl' fir:t g r •at cry for 
justicl' a nd economic freedom leaped ou t upon the world. It 
w.ts t hc intrt·pid spokcsme11 of the imml'morial clcscrl tradition. 
of ·quality and mutuality who wit'id ·d the scorpion whip of 
their iury upon lhos • who ground lht• faces of the poor and turnccl 
aside the way of the humhl '. ,mcl who pleacll..'d the cau:e of the 
orphan aml tht· widow, lit e heaten and lhe hrokcn of life . 

Thi. democratic impulse is strongly in •Y ic1em·e also in the 
religious history of I. racl. .\ hilt r .md de\ ·rminccl war "as 
wagcd through llte ,Lgc. upon ccdc:iasticalcliclatorship. .\mong 
ancient p •ople . . theocracy was tantamount. l > pri !-.ll_y clomina.
tion and as!'.um •d the form of an e.otcric rituali. m pr '. id •do,· r 
by a privilcg d and ex ·lush<.• hi ·rarchy . The r,tdal gcniu. 
of Israel lift ·cl theonacy from the plane of sacerdot.alism unto 
the plane of moral icl alism and pro ' ·d ·cl to summon all men . 
reganll '.. of l>irth or station, to share in a kingdom of moral 
values, t.o live as equals in lhe fre • domain of th .·pirit. 

II ' r • again the proph •t wa th• protagoni t f lite cl mocralic 
tradition. II · was the pilile s enemy of pric ' lly pri,ilc ,c. 
Proph t'y wa not 0111 • the prol t against idolatry against 
the theriomorphic p lytheism and the anthropomorphic mono
thei m of lite day It was not only a denial of th primacy 
of cult and ritua l in religion . It was not only the uprea hing 
of the morally ensiti eel spirit of th • race for a nobler and ju ter 
order of. ociety. l l was 

A.· h1P.\ 'SI<>. · rm Cr,.,n1 , 

pringing from the v •ry depths of the people ' essential •lf , 
for full l.ty participation in th • spiritual hcritag • of the ra ·c 
an <l for nnrc. trit·tccl demonatir Icacler:hip in r · ligion . 

The prie:t , lo he sure, is pri , ilq~cd to leach the La\\ . and his 
lips may ket·p kumdeclgc . Bnt so ,LI. o may the layman who 
<pulilies himself for that . en ice .\ncl th worcl of Cod may com • 
t all m •n, to the shcph 'rel, the trade man , the dr ·sser of syca
more trees , to the humhlest of the humhlc The pri t may 
perform lh<' ill(iispcn. ,thlc ritual of the s .. uwt.u.tr~ hut h • i. 
pos ssL·<l of no occult po•xers 110 in,·iolat. • oflll' •. 110 ex ·lusi, e 
.an<'lily , no preferred moral slalu . II • mu. t submit to lit 

,Lill, moral law which is hincling ,dike upon king , priest prophe t 
or man of the p ·ople. 

Th prophet was as resolute in his cleuuu iation of pri ·:t 
for moral <l liuqucucy as of king , fal e proph t: or common 
people . In a. religious cl •moeracy lh ·r • ar • no moral immunitie: 
for s l • t. ,roup:. J r miah iuterpr<'ts hb Di,·iu c..Lll to m ,m 
that It • mu t b •come " a fort.iii cl ·ity and an iron pillar, an l 
br,tz ' 11 wall . again. t th • king. of Judah , .lgain t th prine 
th,r •of, a~aw t t/11 priot tl1cnof, aml again. t th p ·op! • of the 
land." J ercmi,Lh and hi. . piritual kin. 111 n d,Lr ·< l lo call th · 
prie t. . 1 ulwark ·cl h ·hind lltl..' , puriou .. anctity of their ollfr •, 
vil •, profane, mu rel ·rcrs, cl·. pi ·r. of <:Oil'. nam •, pollut ' r of 
h • a11l'luary, violat ·r. of lh • Law, lc,tdtt·r. f,,r hir<' ... In 

none f th r ligiou litcratur of anei •nt pe pie 
. u h nu paring eriliei m of pri . tcrafl. 

an on find ·-Th great r h •Ilion of K r, h and of th 
again. t th hier,tr 'hi claim put forth hy 
reeorcl •din th Book of . · umber. is 

Tim 'r. ,-;~1 · 1:-: ·r ,..._<.i,; 

lead r . of I ra l 
th prie. tly da. s 

of the r ,fusa l of the J t·wish laity to assign pcdal sauetil~ ancl 
pri,·ikge to any grou p in Israel. Thl' r ·bcls \\' r • not noll(1 ·
script makontents They w ·re the " princes of the congrcga 
t.ion , th eket lll l'll of lhc ,t ·.cmhl) mt•n of n•now11 ' \11<1 
they assemhlecl them: •h cs lngelh r ag.1i11st :\fo. e. ,md ,Lg,Linsl 
.\ aron (whost· tlillllt's ar • her• usccl hy the pri slly writ.er for hi. 
own e n<l ) ancl s,ucl unto llll..'111 ) l' t.tkc too mud1 11 po11 you rsd, t·s 
seeing all lht c 111gn ~1111011111·c h ,tv, 11· ry 11111. <,f thi 111, .u11l tht• Lonl 
i. a mong them, wit rC'forl' lht·n lift )'l' 11p you rsd,·e. hd n· lhc 
.t .. emhly of th Lonl It \\·as , of eours(• no ,lll ·wt·r lo have 
tht• carth conveniently wallow up lhcsl' n·h ·l.· aliY •. 1-orah'. 
t·cmlenlion was ed10cd ,lllcl r '-cdtm•d throu~h all th· sm-ct·l'din!.! 
gent'ralions , for lhl' r;u·ial daimo11 , tltt· t·sscnlial gt·nius of tlw 
pt·oplc spok lhrou!_!h him. 

The priester.tft sought to m akt· of lht J L·wish laity in r ·l.ttion 
lo thl· s.mdities of their faith " /,trim · slr,tugt·rs. l'ropht•cy 
sought lo makt• of IH'lll •• a kingdom of prit· ts and a hol~ 11 1tio11 " 
. imil,1rly the fal. t• propht ls sought. to n•strid till· prh tl l'gl' ot 
proph ·t·y to a fr\\ • • nmccssio1uircs or profe. sionals \\"ht•n 
l·,ld,L<l a nd :\lecla,l ht•_g,t n lo propht• : i11 lh • camp, J oslnu , 
\\ ho here ads a. the spokesman uf Utt· old •r traclilion ot pro
fessional prophecy, nit·d unto :\los ·s •• :\[y Lonl :\fosl': shut 
them in! " But :\foses who n·pn·st·nb tht· tru • 0 t• 111u. of Isra 1. 
rcplil'd : " .\ rt thou jt·alous for 111: s,tkt· ? W ,,11/d that all tin 
l.urcl's pi ,p/1 "'' r, pr11pltl'I:,, that 1/11 / .,,, I , ou/1I p11t II I pint 
/lfOII //11 Ill." 

In post cxi lic times Utt• snihes a 111l rahhis conlimtL·1l tlH dt•mo
n.,t.k lraclilion of llit· prophets all<l l'Xl ' tHkd it \\ 'ith tltc 
clestrueliou of tltt Templ ·, 1lcmoeralil' J uclaism srorccl ,l major 
, il'tory. Thcr •;l[ter a new institution h •gan its ,1sct·111la11cy 
in J e\\ ish life the Synagogue the creation of J ·\\ ish la) men 
,LtHl th nohlcst and most democratic achil',. ' llll'Ul of lsr,te l 
Thi-.;) I\ i11s it11lion soon hecam<' lh l' spiritual n•n tre of J1·wish 
lifl·. Through tltt•. m·1 te1ling ccuturi ·sit was the home oi the 
dC1110 ·raU • rcli:•it us ll'aclers in l:,ra ·l, who l."requ ·ntly f ·ll th m 
sch • • called upon lo challenge lhe t•cclcsiastic hi ·rard1y which 
had •u 'nchc<l itseir in lh T •mplc Th • Bihl • w .t edill'cl 
,lll<l t·,m nisecl largely hy l,Ly l<'aclers . The right. f lcachi11g th · 
La\\ a nd >f inll'rpreling it hoth lc~ally and homil •tically, was 
steadily taken o,·cr hy U1u11. Tht•y . imply r •pncliatecl th • 
prie. Uy monop ly of tht· / ,n,/,. ThC'y pro1·cc·cll-d to onl.1i11 
pray •r , and to ti the lay ritu :d The ritual o( tilt· Syn,tgo:•ue 
wa. in it. elf 

.-\. THll ":\ll'II 01 1)1-.,10 ' IC\Tll TIIOl ' (~ll'l'. 

It. dep •ndecl upon no pric-.l or Rahl>i or olhcr inclisp 11sahk• 
functionary. It callccl for no special" lor.d," or shrin •. or anc 
tuary Lts liturgy was complete!) 1lisso1'ialt-cl from ~anificc 
.mcl all forms of -.acr,tm •nlalism \\ ' here, er en J l'\\'i h laymen 
a.·semhlccl for wor hip . there was ,t Synagogm· Lay kacler: 
framed laws a,]l(l regulations for the guidance of th · p ·ople 
In the coun; • of tmw, tlt c) c, en pr '!'.crih ·cl l:l\\s for th· priests 
,mcl :up •rYi , •cl the perfonnanc • of the prie:tl) duties within 
th 'I emple it.self. Thl' !'.tatu: of th • pri •st was raclit·ally changed. 
He <am• to he merely a commissioned agc11t of the pcopl ·, 
pos. t·ssing 0111) dclt•g,tlecl .ut thorit~ . Thus t'\ ·n th· High 
J'rie. t on Alon •111 •nl I la) wa rcmindccl hy lite Elder.., of th • 
Trihunal, the /, 1/d1e111 /Id /)lll , composc1l larg ·I) of laymen: 
" " • ar • lite n·prl'se11lat.i, cs of lite Trihunal aml thou art our 
reprc •ntati,·e ,mcl the Trihun.d 's . wt· adjure lh • by Him 
who cau: d His 11,Lm • to dwt'll in thi-. Hou e not lo dt·,·i,tl in 
a single instam·e from Ute in truclion which w ·ha, gh· ·n lhcc. " 

Tiu.• protract. ·<1 . lrugglt• h •t we n lht· : .. ulcluccc and the 
l'hari • •: was h tl ,mother pita. • of t.h • hist rk conflict. b tw en 
the aulo rati1· ancl demo ·rat.it' principle in J wi. h lif •. Th 
, a<lclm'l' • .. dinging lo ,L traclition common to all th' pri tly 
clru . •. of antiquity, maintain ·cl that they wcr lh • ·ol monitor. 
of th , Law ancl the e:xclu:i,· • r pository of l • ,islat.iY • power 
in matt ' r. r ,u •iou. . 'J h ·y r s •nt •cl "hat th T re arclecl a 
un. l't'ular u. urpalion and lht' unholy intru ion of laym ·n into 
prccim·t: ancd unto tlwms ·h ·s. 

Th· Phari.· • • .. on thL· oth •r hand, who w •r • th · spiritual 



I 

' 

JA RY 24, 1929 JEWf ~14 WORLD. 9 

heirs of the prophets, declared that " Cod hath gh·en unto 

alt a: an h ritage the kingdom, th priesthood ancl the . anc

tuary." " The /'ol'(l/t which )lose. ommancll'1l 11: is th inheri 

tanceof the hous of Isra l. " Hencl' ,,·en Israelite properly 

train •cl i. qualified to ·hare in the sov reign freedom of teaching 

aml expounding thl' Law, of discovering it. recoudil • meanings 

and of applying it lo the prohlem. and condition· of hi. lime 

1l is no atTiclenl of history that l. racl , ,ls the first nation 

in th, world to den·lop a uni,·ersal system of popular e<lucation 

for holh young and old, rich and poor. Among no other pcopl • 

wa!-. so 111ud1 slre .. I..Lid upon 

THE 1•:I>l"C\'rHrX OF '1111.Dtff'\" , 

of all ehildrl'n. The. chool took prel' ·cknl'e,, er the 'yna(.(ogue. 

TIH.' fin,l charge upon a comm1mily w,Ls the :naintt.-n,l!H'C of 

it:- schools ,lllcl ll1t· support of its tead1ers. .\ city \\ ilho11l a 

school was lo he shu1me<l as cloomecl. .\ . , hol.1r who studil•<l 

th· J ,,mli hut cli<l not teach it lo others wa. n·ganlecl .i-. ,l l'on 

lemner of C:o,l s word. < ln the other hancl , he who l u1ght a 

child 1 rah wa!-. ,tssure,l of a portion in t he ,,orlcl o conH·. 

E. pcci.tlly pr,1i,.,e,n1rthy ,, a. he who taugl t the d1il1l oi an 

'·.\m II,t ,ird/., the unl tten·cl common man . The watch -word 

of the :\Il·n oi the <~re,tl Community was • Raist· up many 

dis1·ipk-.' I was 110 idk hoa!-.l of J 11..,t•phu whl'll ht• cll'dan·d : 

" ( >11r pri1wip,tl care is to t•d11catc our childh 11 \H·ll ": :tll(l one 

nel'<l hut n·ad Xathan JI,u1110,·er's ,ltTou11t of the rcm,trk.thlt• 

s~ stem of edul',ttion ,, hil'h was in O)H:r,ttion it the l'olbh J e,, ish 

'ommunilit·s se,enlcen centuries latl·r . lo nidise how u11inkr

r11pkd the tradition of demo1·ratic l'ducat.ion continued in J:..r.1d 

throut:hout the ,tg<.·s 
The l'harisel'S took tht• Bihk i11j1111dio11 • .\11d ) e . h,t!l hl' 

('ailed the pril'. ts of thl' Lord " to he more tha 1 a fignre of speech . 

They ct. ahout to train thl· ehihlrc11 of Jsrad into a di-.riplint• 

aml ,L mode of sanl'lifi •cl li\'ing, whil'h wo11lcl ju. tify this ,tppell,t

tion. :\la11y of the regulation: toud1i11g <lress eo1Hluct and foocl 

whi1 h tlwy prescribed for the ht) men ,,. ·n· i11 thl' first inslam·e 

inte11cle1l for priests only . They wished to hridt:l· th1: !.!;:I)) 

between priest and !,tyman . to clcmoerati-.<.· the co11cepl of 

sanctification. 
Some of thl' e tremists amont_: the Phari •t· . holdin~ that 

s.m ·tihcat1011 was the prerogati,·e of all Israelites and in ,lll e!lort 

to outpriesl the priest, organisecl 

T11 i-: // aim rah, 

a fraternity which in matters of J,e, ili ·al pmity ,, as 1.:, en more 

·x,tdi11g than the cod • hi11ding upon priests . :\lemher. of Sl!l'h 

a 1/almrah r ·garckcl e, e11 the uninitiated lligh l'rie!-.t a. an 

'•.\m II.1-arctz.'' B,tl·k of this exotic fratt·n1ity was the thought. 

that holiness, even in its ritualistic sens•. I, longed to 110 

h reclitary dass hut mu:t he all(l can 1>e aequirccl hy anyon • 

through a rit:id discipline of self-purification . 

There came a time. howc\'er, when Pharisaism itself became 

uuclemocralit·. l'ost-exilk le,ulers early maintained that pro

phecy <'l'.ts<.'d with the exill· . Thereafter reli{.!:iou trnth coulil 

come only hy ,, ay of the interpretation of Scri,>tures, not hy wa) 

of n.-, clati011. ln matter. of Law e,· •11 the '' B tt Kol,'' the \·oit·e 

echoed from I ka, <.•11 a spc ·ies of altem• 1tcd r •,·cl,ttion 

is to he ignored. Tht• method of intt·rprl't lion he('allll' as a 

maltL•r oi eour. e mor • and morl' i1n oh e<l all(\ t ·ehni<',tl as lime 

went 011. Only lht· :killed and lltl' c,trl'fulh tr.tillt'<l students 

who were acquainll'd with all the intrir,teit·~ of Rahhinit· her 

meneutics , c.une to he rcgarclecl as qualified tt·,td1ers RcH(.!ious 

leadership wa: again n,trrowly r •. trided. .\n e, er \\ idcning 

gulf set in hctwecn the Rahhinit· scholars and tl1e mas. t·-. . \\·hen 

the legal system of the Rah his was linall) codi i •din ll1t• Talmud 

,md assumed ,lll authority seconcl only lo th,il of lhe Bible, 

Rahhini. 111 heeame as strongly ntrenehccl in it , as •xdusi, e 

ancl domineering as th· J>rie. ts 11.td h1:en in the Temple. An 

.1ristocracy of learning ,i dry, hard, exdusi\ e learn in{.!:, quite 

itrnL-ces il>l' to the t·ommon man . super. ecled the ari. locral'Y 

of saccrdolalism. Th· mass s were again cxdncled from their 

spiritual patrimon) 

The people were houncl tor •he) , .mil they clicl reht·I. In thl.' 

popular :\Jes ·ianic 1110,·ements clurin« the two n•uturie follO\dng 

the compilation of th Talmud, we already tind strcm{.!: anti-

1' ,thhinic tewl •uci s. But lh • •r • 1t re hellion t•xpresse<l it. l'lt in 

two wa.y.-
K \H .\IS'.\l .\. ·I) )I\ :i'l'ICIS'.\I 

K,traism sout_:ht to hreak th· domi11at1011 01 the l'abhis ll\' 

completely repudiating their ,1uthority to interpret the Bible 

,uHl hy app aling to a lit rat rea ling of the sacr cl t<.-xt. It is 

true that Karaism wa: , in ,i. '. a throw h,u·k lo Sadd111'l•eism 

hut it \\a: prompte<l hy 11011 oi the olcler pril·sll) presumptions 

of religious franc hi. l' an<l ,·esled inten·-.ts 

J l.'Wish mystid. m ,, as an effort to rt· clis1·m l'r ,t ,,·orl<l in whid1 

lltt' religion-. spirit of the ract· t·oul,l at_:ain ,11h cnl11rt• fn•e all() 

undeterred, and where ll1t· so1•l. of llll'll, stan l'd h) R,thhinic 

formalism 1·ould fl-l'<l ,tgain upon thL• t:lorit·s and gl,1mour ol 

nL·,,· re, el,ttions. Like K.ir,ii,-m J l'\\ bh my .... til'ism sought 1t. 

freedom in ll1t· Bihle, !mt un)H:1.: l".1r,1i-.111 , it sought 1l not in a 

literal n•ading of !->l'riptures, nor in ,t "llal,1chic" or "llagadic" 

interpretation sud1 a: Rahhi1Jis111 adoplt-d , hut in an occult . 

my!-.tie probing of its inner ,pititual na·a11i11i.:. Thl· J l'Wbh 

my. tic <I •Yeloped a tL-chniqut· quilt• as l'lalior,tll' ,Is i11gl'llio11 . 

and ,ts ,unating as that of lla· R,tlihb . Just ,Is Utt R,tlil,i-. had 

unployl·<l Bihlkal phrase., ,nmb ,u1d ldll'rs in lhl'ir dialll'li, ·. 

to expournl the l,t\\ arnl th• m oral , so thl' my:-.ti<'!-. lurnl'd l' \ l l) 

phra!-.e , word a11<l ll'ltt•r of the Bihlt· into a ,·i..,ihll' rt' \l'l,1tin11 ol 

i11,·isihl1.: truth . lly J11l'a11s of this highly rdim·d nwthodolo!._! y 

thl· H•ry letters of tltl' / 111 11 ft dis•oln·<l into a ,,orl4l ol spiritual it) . 

.\ml in that world. lhl' J ·wi,h my sti1· found lh.tt prophdk 

lrl'l0 do111 ,, hich w,1.., cll-nil'd him ,·bt·,,·ht•n·. 

• Utt II ril'S lakr • Ch,l sid i .... 111" l pn·s,.,L·cl llH· -...,mt• -.pi 1 it ni rl' \ ol . 

ll ,, a . a popula r 1k111on,1lk upri i11g, ; i... t' \ idt•nn·d h y t ht· a-.t11u11<l

ing rapidity with \\ hich ll1t· 1110,·t·nw11t :-,\\t·pt throu gh t•:astl·nt

Europcan J •,,rie. It was a 111ag11ili<'l' llt atlt-mpt to n·ston• 

thL· tre,tsures of th<: faith lo thl' 111 ,1s. t' s and lo resnH· J 11daism 

from a rold. llll' ,tgn• , s11litiliscd T.l1111111li:-.111 and irom a cotl·ril' 

of R,tlihi-. who had hcl'Ollll' l . tr lllgl•d from thl' pt·opk- , l'Xk11sin· 

all(l to a dt•oree abo e'\:ploiting •· 'h ,1-.sidism" ckd.tn•,l : "'I Ill' 

t·sse11re of J \11lais111 is that ,l m : n -.houl<l walk in\\ hok-. 0111t•11es-. 

all(l simplidty of spirit without any :-.uhtkliL· .. " "'h,1ssidi-.111" ' 

was a :•reat. year11i11g of -.imple ml'11 for the \\idt·r sp,tl't'"' of till' 

spirit. It \Y:ts a wish to tap anc,,· thl' clear spring:-. of n·ligio11, 

inspiration and to hring on a 11,·,,· age ot faith ,L111l 111ir,tdl·s a11t l 

\\·owlerml•nl and n·,·elation . 



T/,e Dem ocratic Impu/u i11 .Trru-i.f!i Tlis

tory, by Dr. AMa li illel ilver. Yew 

York: Bloc/, P11/Jlishi11g (,tq, / 

IIE • 0 fi / 
. 1gn1 cance of this e..,~ay lie , 

in articulating the new departure 

~n rcf?r~ Judai m.f Frnm the day of. 

II o.ngrn until very recently r form 

J uda1~m ha been a prot t • 
. 1. . c. again~t 

nat10na I. tic Jutl aism. For om time 

clurinir the p I • •• • 
. a e,ttn1,1n l''-l•llll the jt:\\ • 

l'ih people were a nation. Hut this 

. d /• /,,{,A/ 1," <. ?'U, 
peno , 4\s'erted t e 1t1eologi t of the 

reform movement, was merely one of 

prep a ration and training for the prie. t

ly career a carrier of the idea of the 

unity, pirituality and ethical nature of 

God. Henceforward the Jew were no 

longer to be a national entity but a con

gregation of priest who e duty it i. 

to u'iher in the .Mes ianic Age through 

teaching the people among whom they 

re ide the true nature of divinity. In 

conformity "ith thi . interpretati ff 

Jewish hi tory, reform-] udai •• 

cry tallized as univer!-al Judai 

ontra ted with the nationali tir or 

political Judaism of the JlaObf J1J<ia-

i m became, in the mind. of the re

form-rabbi , an entity di tinct from the 

Jewi h people. The logic of event'i de-

. troyed the hope of the complete nation

al and cultural ab orption of the Jews, 

the complete de truction of the wall of 

prejudice built between Jew-, and non

Jew . Anti- emiti~m wa born a a re

action to J ewi'ih a~ imilation and Zion

j-,m was making itself felt ac, a force 

in J ewi h life. Mo t reform-rabbis were 

not affected by the e development • 

Sorne, l,nwrver, r~:i li7P(! that :I nr~ 
orientation i nece ary. 

Rabbi ilver' es-,ay i. the first e 

at delineating thi new departL 

whereby reform Judai ·m aim at ada 

ting it elf to the condition' of life. H 

re-a ert hi faith in the Jewish Mi 

sion. Indeed, God ha impo ed upo 

the Jew --democratically upon al 

Jew.-the ta~k of being a light unto th 

nation . But in order that the Jew ma 

be a pattern people they must safeguar 

their group identity. Jew mu t har 

in the J ewi b aspiration and in Jew 

i h culture, thu maintammg thei 

eparatene s-all for the purpo e o 

fulfilling their mi ionary de tiny. I 

order that Judai . m may be real 

again be integrated-through a new 

Phari eei m-with a living unique 

J ewi. h people. 
, 'aturally, much can be aid in criti

cism of Rabbi ilver' philo ophy of 

Judai m-particularly about the Mis

..,ion of I rael idea which eem to 

dominate it. It is, however, a much 

richer philo ophy than the one of tradi

tional reform which i still prevalent. 

/The essay i lucid, timulating and his

torically significant/ 
MORDECAI Git.OSSMAN. 



Unortho< ox Reform 
Tiu Democratic fr1pulse in Jewish His

tory, by Dr. Ab a Hillel Silver. New 
York: Bloch Publishing Co. 

T HE ignificance of thi e ay lies 
in articulating the n w departure 

in reform Judai m. From the day of 
its origin until very rel:ently reform 
Judai m ha been a prote t against 
nationali tic Judai . m. For ome time 
during the Pale tinian period the Jew
i h people were a ration. But thi 

period, a erted the ideologi ts of the 
reform movement, wa merely one of 
preparation and training for the priest
ly career a carrier of the idea of the 
unity, pirituality and ethical nature of 
God. Henceforward the Jew were no 
longer to be a national entity but a con
gregation of prie ts who e duty it i 
to u her in the ~le sianic Age through 
te aching the people among whom they 
re ide the true nature of divinity. In 
conformity with thi interpretation of 
Jewi h hi tory, reform-Judai m wa 
.: ry tallized as univer al J udai m as 
c ntra ted ,,·ith the nationali tic or 
political Judai m of the Rabbi . Juda
i 'l1 became, in the mind of the re-

m-rabbis, an entity di tinct from the 
e i h people. The logic of event de
tr , d the hope of the complete nation

al and cultural ab orption of the Jew , 
the c mplete de truction of the wall of 
prejudice built between Jews and non
Jew . Anti-Semiti m wa born as a re
action to Jewi h a imilation and Zion
i m wa making it elf felt a a force 
in J ewi. h life. o t reform-rabbi were 
not affected by the e development . 

ome, however, realized that a new 
orientation i neces ary. 

Rabbi ilver's es ay i the first effort 
at delineating thi new departure 
whereby reform Judai m aim at adap
ting it elf to the condition of life. Ile 
re-a erts hi faith in the Jewish Mi -
ion. Indeed, God has impo ed upon 

the Jew -democratically upon all 
Jew -the ta k of being a light unto the 
nation . But in order that the Jews may 
be ~,attern people they mu t safeguard 
thei r group identity. Jew mu t share 
in • he J ewi h a pirations and in Jew
i1h culture, thus maintaining their 
sep:uatene s-all for the purpo e of 
fulfi lling their mi sionary destiny. In 

der that Judaism may be real it mu t 
1in be integrated-through a new 
ari eei m-with a living unique 

:wi h people. 
1 atural ly, much can be aid in criti-

1sm of Rabbi ilver' philo ophy of 
Judai m-particularly about the Mi .
ion of I rael idea which seems to 

domi nate it. It is, however, a much 
icher philo ophy than the one of tradi

tional reform which i still prevalent. 
fhe e ay i lucid, timulating and hi -
o rica lly ignifica nt. 

MORDECAI GRO MAN. 
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York, piic 75 cents (gold) cloth bound. 

Th for.!XOing is a work of gt· at • 

~ ritten by a cho!ar who kno, • th 

w II, ti hould be read idely. , 

Phari , nagogue • h )1 , 

Ha ' 1 t ig x • 

niu I a d in 

an invincibl ur h 

d r;rmin • •• • pro-

th rac . • n 

n'1ing the 
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THE DEMOCRATIC IMPULS 
I JEWISH HISTORY-By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
Bloch Publishing Co., New 
York. 

/ 
Revie ved by 1\1. Spack 

In this brilliant 'tudy, Rabbi 
Silver gives an outline in a brief 
and concise manner, yet clear 
and vivid, of how dominant has 
been the democratic impul e in 
J ewi h hi tory in its political, 
conomical and religious life/ 

Living a nomadic life as a wan
dering tribe in the desert, the 
J ewi h people recognized neither 
king nor ruler, for "there are 
no kings in the de ert." The 
love for freedom and democracy 
is inherent and is an outstand
ing feature in the character of 
our people. 

When our ancestors in time 
of national danger sought politi
cal unification under a monarch 
and urged the prophet Samuel 
to give them a king, the prophet 
rebuked them, for he con idered 
it a rebellion again t God. This 
wa contrary to the conception 
other peoples of antiquity had 
regarding kingship. 

The history of Jewish kings 
is a history of revolutions, of 
frequent rebellion. Samuel an
ointed the rebel David king dur
rng Saul' 1 "fetime. David's 
reign wa be et with revolu
tion , as was al o the reign of 
his son, Solomon. Upon the 
death of Solomon the empire 
was rent in twaTn. These fre
quent rebellions and dethroning 
of kings is due "to the great 
democratic de ert traditions of 
the race." 

Since the Babylonian exile, 
the end of the kingship era in 
Israel, our people were governed 
by priest leaders. For nineteen 
centuries our people existed 
without a king and yet retained 
their national life. The econom
ic and ocial life of our people 
was governed by uch legisla
tion designed for democracy and 
equality. 

It is the desert tradition of 
free~orn and equality that 

brought forth the great mes en
ger of ocial justice - the 
prophet . The prophet was al o 
the enemy of prie tly privileg-El 
and an advocate of demo~racy in 
religion "for ye are a kingdom 

1 of priest and a holy nation." 
The little/boo]{ i well worth 

the reading. Rabbi Silver's clear 
and Yivid style makes the read
ing delightful and his knowledge 
of the subject renders the peru
sal rofi table. 

"1'hc.• l)~mOcl'li ic lmpul. c in .Jew
i~li Hi tor~r," by Abba Hi11iel ih·er, 
D. D., Litt. D., .7.1, Bioch Publi"hing 

o., :1 1 We:t 3~ ~ t. ew York, N. Y . 
Tht> author, Dr. .'ilve1·, jg ih 

abl,i of the Temple, Cleveland. 
hio. He jg a democrat by principle 

r nd chn raclcr of life-work. The re
}idou.- philosphy of Ju<laic;m i: a 
:nerged cone pt of the faith or h:rael, 
the 11eopl of h=rael ·tnd the land of 
-f.rae !. Th• relig-im::-; philo. ophy of 
. udai ·m is a dt.•mocraiic foundation 
,,f thL• renewed Pharisai t;m reprc. ent
fo g a lilwn,! JuJ,_ism. 'Ih is clc>mo-
·ra ti • foundatio!1 is free f!'om an.', 
.o.nti-nationli ·tic a.HI anti-110111i"ii 
r,i ac:. Phl'ophecy, Phari~ail-m 1 he 
, ynaµ-ogue .. Jewi~h Jli<-tic-i. m, Cha.-~·i-

ism, and other !-ignifieie1 t expre~
'-ion~ of the genius of Israc- I ~re 
c•.ated in thi~ ii tie voh11!1C of f' :iy-

The Urge of Demos 
EMOCRATIC IMP ·tsE IN ]EWI H 

H1STORY. bv Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver. Xe~v York: Bloch Pub-
lishing Company. .75 
In thi small volume Rabbi Silver, 

of The Temple, Cleveland, traces the 
democratic motif in many of the 
larger movement of Jewish thought 
through the centuries. He perceive 
an invincible democratic urge in the 
spiritual processe of the Jewish 
people whether in Prophecy, Jewi h 
My ticism, hassidism, or the Syna
gogue. It i a thoughtful e say and 
those who arc c ncerned with the 
philosophy of Jewi h life will find it 
•provocative piece of writing. 

ilver Book Goes to 
re of Religiou Problems 

RELIGIO lN A CHANG I. ·a WORLD. 
l!y Abh:i Hillel ih er. Utit-haru R. 
. mllh. Inc./ 

Rabb-t ilver's newe t book Is one 
o! the most Important in the religious 
field to be published in recent 
months. The spiritual head o! the 
Temple goes straight to the <'enter 
o! fundamental r llgious problems 
and dlscussrs them m a straight
forward scholarly manner which has 
won for him the admiration of the 
religiou leaders of the ountry . 

The Religious Book Club made a 
wlso selection when Jt picked this 
volume. It could hardly have done 
oth,.rwise In view of its out tandlng 
merit in every re::ipect. Th religious 
problems of the day are clearly ana
lyzed and fearles::ily pr sented In a 
forceful nnd arrt>stlng style. Dr. il
ver n ver dodges issues becaus they 
are difficult when he is in the pulpit. 
This same characteristic is carried 
over into his writing and i::i more 
noticeable In this volume than In any I 
that have come from hill pen. 
Throughout, the discussion ls n- 1 
structlve and its general conch~
sions as vital to Christianity a::i t 
Judaism, of which Dr. Silver ill one 
ol AmerJca's recognized leaders. 

The contents of the first chapter, 
"The Role of Religion in a Changing 
World," has been presented in lec
tures by Dr. Siher on several occa
sions. His chapter on "What Is Hap
pening to the American Hom " is an 
outstanding appraisal of American 
home life. No sincere student of re
Jigious and social problems an af
ford to neglect this book. 

DEMOCRATIC IMPULSE 

JEWISH HISTORY" 

Abba H ill er Silver, D.D., LITT.D. 

• In thi compact, attractively printed 

vlume, D1·. Silver, Rabb i of Th" Tem-
1te , Cl veland, Ohio, tral.' s in lumin-

c us cutline the manifestations of a 

of the Mission of farael and his re

definition of Liberal Judaism as a re

newed Pharisaism which he declares 

to be ground u in the democratic re

li::?ious philosophy of Judaism, free 

from any anti-nationalisti and anti

nomistic bias, in whic-h the three ma

jor concepts of the Faith of Israel 
' 

/ ominant demoeratic impulse i:1 Jew

;-;h hi tory. Ife regard 8 this demo

c:ralic motif as the esseutial charader

istic of many of lhe great mo,·emen Ls 
in Jewi_- h thought through the ag s. 

Proph cy, Pharisaism, the Syna

gogue, J8wi ·h Mysticism, Cha ·sidism 

ancl other signifi ant expressions of 

th enius of Isra l ar r -stated her 

in terms of an invincible democratic 

which se ms to determine the 
,. ital piri tual proce8ses of the ra '·e . 

Very chall nging indeed is Dr. Sil

ver's analysis aucl defense of the ideal 

the P ople of Israel and the Land or 
Israel are merged. 

Dr. Silv r's ssay will prove a valu

able guide to many modern Jews who 
ar in quest of a philoso1>hy or Jew

ish life consistent with .Jewish experi

ence and capable or motivating and 
enriching th ir live . 

lt is published by the Bloch Publish

ing Comp:.111y, " Th J wi~h Book 

cern," 31 W. 1 hirty-first stre t, 



cs. 
" Tm::: DE:\IO(Il.\TIG hIPULSE IN JE\ I II HISTORY;' by Ra.bbi Abba 

Hillel ilv 1· (Bloch, ... ew York. 76 ,·outs.), traces in luminous outline 
• the manifestation o1 a dominant democratic impulse in J wi h history. 
The author regards thi democratiJ tendency as the es ential 
cbaractedstic of many of the a1·eat movomentci in .Jewish thought 
tbr ugh t110 age . Prophecy, PbadRaism, tho Synagogue, Jewish 
:.Uysticisru, Ch 1ssidism, and otbe1· significant expros ions of tho genius 
of Israel arc hern ro-st ,tecl in term of an invincible democratic uge 
which e ms to d termino the vital s pfritual p1·oces s of tho race. Dr. 

ilver's aun.ly..;is and def,..nce of tho i.teal or tho Mis ion ol Israel are 
very challenging. llis individual intorp1·otatio 11 of Liberal Jndaism is 
·mfokled as a renewed Pharisaism, which he declares to be grounded in 
the democmtic roliiJiouci philociophy of Juclai m, free from any anti
nationalism and anti-nomistic bias, in which the three major concepts of 
the Faith of Israel, the People of Israel and tho Land of Israel are 

THE DEMOCRATIC IMPULSE 
IN JEWISH HISTORY 
By Abba Hillel Silver 

(Bloch Publi. hing o., 'ew York) 

The cl mocratic impul. e in J wish 
history, which ha been a per i tent 
note in th religiou. and economic a 
well as in th political progres. of 
th Jews, i. mad the subject of an 
inter ting the. is by Dr. bba Hillel 

ilver. From th time that our no
madic ance ·tors appear d in anaan 
and shar d the hard hipR of desert 
lif , th re ha alway been a com
mon bond. For ed by nece ity to 
cho e a monarch th re never was 
any king-wor hip in Isra I. Rather I 
was the king warn d "not to p rmit 
his heart to be lifted u11 above hi 
brethr n." In fiv instances in the 
Bible, th people lected th king 
who wer con tanllv under the moral 
urveillanc l of the prophets. The 
ynagogu , which becam th center 

of Jewi h lif , was created by Jew
ish laymen. Wh r ver ten Jews con
gregated for worship, they formed a 
synagogue. The laymen found d the 
laws for th prie 'ts as well as for 
the people. The covenant which God 
had mad with Israel as a people con
ecrated th rn v ry one as a pri t. 

Dr. ilver feel. as this ideal mis ion 
has be n fulfilled throughout the 
age , that there is still enough power 
and beauty in mod rn Judai m to 
kindle nthusiasm. "A people need 
not expatriate itself or continue a 
an expatriated peopl in order to be 
an apo 'lie to mankind." The passi n 
of Israel for righteousne s may be 
fill d universally as well a. nation
ally wh n the ideal is rightly 
ceived and con i t ntly lived. 
Dr. Silver ha brought out 
forcibly. -~ ~ 

DEl\10 'RAT! DI Pl ' L E I t. J E\\'I. 11 11 L TORY" 

Till · littl, ,olume is an s;;ay, or rat her two cs;;ays, on J udai. m and 
Democracy. The suhjc,t is inter' ting, so too is the presentation of it. 
On is clisappointecl, how , r, that the author did not accept th· gener
ally arc pted interpret.1tion of the term Demo·racy as government _h 
the people, and equality of opportunity, and then go on to prcs('nt a 
more con, incing proof that . uch altitudes l·,istcd among th• an ·ient 
JI •hr ws and among th' Jews of the ~lidclle ges. 

Th ccond part of th •ssay is conne ·ted \\ ith the first onl), h • a 

111 ntal thn•ad. In reality it is a pre;;entation of Reform Judaism, or 
rath r Reform Judaism a: the author \\ould lik • to ha,c it, not ,1s it 
is. Th ha!--is of his theory is tlw i<ka of Isral'l's :\!is. ion. In a. ·nsl', 
it contradicb the author'. attitud • in the first part; since the id<.•,1 of a 
J\1i:sion implil's that Israel considers ibclf tlw aristo rat amon~ the 
p •opl •s, or at any rate, th' spiritual : u1 ·rior. \\"hat i:-. more, th' author 
stop. at the mo-,,t int •resting point. One would \\,lilt to hear mor ', and 
find out jut what h• mean.- hy ickntif ·ing hims<·lf \\ith th· Ph,1ri .ces. 

l'rtainly leaw· th, impn•s. ion that h • wants the Reform low-

1 nt to declare itself a failurl', and go b,ll'k to Orthodo • . 

• 01.0\fO. • , R.\ YZEL 

Democracy of the Jew. 

THE DEMO RA TIC IMPULSE 
I JEWISH HISTORY, by Dr. 

bba Hillel ilver, publi hed by 
Bloch Publi. hing o., 31 West 
Thirty-first street, ew York, 
(75c.) 

I 

The publishers have the follow- I 
ing to ay in recommending Dr. 

ilver' say: I 
"In this compact, attractively 

printed volume, Dr. ilver, Rabbi I 
of The Temple, leveland, Ohio, 
traces in luminou outline the man
ife tations of a dominant d mo- I 
cratic motif as the es ntial char
acteristic of many of the great 
movements in Jewi h thought 

I 
through the age . 

"Phophecy, Pharisaism, the Syn
agogue, Jewish Mysti i m, has-
idi m and other significant ex

I pres iom; of the genius of I rael I I are re- tated here in terms of an 

I 
invincible democratic urge which 
seem to determine the vital spirit
ual processes of the race. 

"Very challenging indeed is Dr. 
ilver' analy i and defense of 

the ideal of the Mi ion of I rael 
I and his redefinition of Liberal Ju-

1 
dai rn as a renewed Pharisaism 
which he declares to b grounded [ 
in the democratic religious philo -
ophy of Judaism, free from any 
anti-nationalistic and anti-nomis- 1 
tic bia , in which the three major 
concepts of the Faith of I rael, the I 
People of Israel and the Land of 
I rael are merged." 

THE DEMOCRATIC IMPUL. EI 
ISH HISTORY. By Rabbi A l>l,a Hillel 
Silver, Bloch Publi..<fhing Co., ~• ,v l' o,·k. 
1928, 43 pp., 75 cents. 

That the mi sion ideal, a. e p und d by 
Reform rabbi , and Jewi h nationalism are 
not conflicting may appear tartlingly new 
to the Jewish world, but we have the word 
of no le s a person than Rabbi Silver that 
there is no es ential conflict between the 
two concepts. He a sores us that prophet~ 
in Israel who were most ardent advocate 
of the mission idea were al. o most f<>rnnt 
nationali t . 

In spite of the Messianic davs ushered 
in by the Jewish Agency, this reviewer 
still doubts whether all leaders of Reform 
Judaism agree with Rabbi Silver. One 
would like to hear how the dean of Reform 
rabbis feels about it, and does Rabbi Schul
man, for instance, subscribe to thi tate
ment? One wishes the entire Reform 

"THE UE'10( R \TI< ' DIPlI 'E 
1; • .J _ E WI: H HI. 'TOI \ .,''by 
I_ .ibht .:\hha Hill •I Siher. p ih-
lt .-.hei· .. , lloch Puhfo.hin•r C'o 

\ • I h ~ 
J. t'\ • < r . Prict• 7- c nt. . 

.111 1hi compact, attrnctin•lv 
p~-,~ted rnlunw, D,. Sih· r, Pabl;i 
ot Th~ T mplt', 1 \' land, hio 
'. 1·c1c,.· !n lumi1wus outline tlw man~ 
if,. ·t:d,! 111 •• 11 :1 d,1111i11:111t d,•111 11-
< 1., 1 r<" 111q•11l ,. i11 ,1, .,, i h !ti. l11n. 
II• 1""':tnl !hi. d(•m eratic· llloti( 

he s ·ential charact ri. ti<.· o 
_Y of the gr al movement. i 
1sh thoug-ht through the ug-1•:-;. 
oph<'cy, Phari.'ai ·m , 
tc, J w':h :i'\Tystici.-m a-.;. i 

·111<I other . ·ignifican >1· s 
f th g-eniu.- of 1.-ra , r<' 
h r in term.· of an im·inci 
~ocratic urge which . < em:-; t 
ne the vital . piritual vro 
f the rac . 

hall ing ind eel i.- Di 
naly and d ff'n:c of th 

.ti~<•. sion of I. ra •l an 
s r mtwn of Liberal Jud:ti.-

•• a \\' <l Pharisai. m which 
<•da to h<• ground<'d in t 
<•mo_l'ratic n·li •_iou.- philo:ophy 
_ud,1117m: fr1•p I rom a11~· anti
ron:i lt?t,c and anti-nomistic h 
1 wl11ch. t_h th rPP major cc , 
f th<. l-a1th of lsrac•l, tlw 
r I. rael and the Land o( 
r m rged. 
Dr. ver'. ~. ay will pr v 

~b guide v mod r 
s ar i • f a phi! 
hy J w con. L t n 

.J h • 

1~1_ovem nt were in agreement with Rabbi 
1lver, but alas, the time is not yet. In 

Germany there are Je,vs who even in this 
daY_ and age buy space in daily papers to 
notif Y the Gentile world that they are not 
Zionists. 

Rabbi ilver i • a devoted Jewi .. h national
i.-;t and a leader in the Refonn movement. 
Ile would like to s e his people follow him 
in hi national Jewish ideals. His little 
1.ook i a brav attempt to win them over. 
::\1aybe he will ucceed, but one rather 
doubts whether tho e he wi he to reach are 
m~c~ interested in the democratic impulse. 
. f llhon dollar temples are not particularly 
conducive to democracy. Mortgages must 
he paid. Pews must be sold. Overhead is 
large. The budget is taggering and he 
who pays the fiddler has a habit of dictat
ing the tune. Under such conditions 
democracy doe~ not thrive. 
~· Sometimes one thinks of men like Dr. 
,Iver a birds wasting their beautiful 

ong in their gilded cage . One wonder 
~ow m~~h more influence the poor .Magidim. 
• ho e itinerant preacher , wielded as they 
. poke to the hearts of men and women 
whose thoughts we1·e not bu y wonderin~ 
about the stock market while the word of 
God was being interpreted to them. 

But all this doe not keep Rabbi Silv r•~ 
little book from being stimulating. • 

OSCAR LroNARn. 




