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Sil VER DESCRIBES 
TIME OF JESUS IN 
BOOK ON MESSIAH 1 

Calls Christ Mystic, Not 
Moralist, Who Sough} 

to Free Men From 
Judgment. ~~ f ~· _ 1 

A radical departure from the old 
Messianic theories is presented by 
Rabbi A. H. Silver of the Temple in 
his "Messianic Speculation In Israel," 
just published by the Macmillan Co. 
of New York. 

"Jesus' essential mission was apoc
alyptic, not prophetic," he asserts. 
"He was more of a mystic than a 
moralist. His impassioned concern 
was not to reconstruct society but to 
save it from the winnowing and re
tributive judgment which was immi
nent in the van of the approaching 
millennium. He sought to save men 
from the birth throes o! Messianic 
times." 

Dr. Silver discusses the Messianic 
hopes, aspirations and teachings of 
his people for the first seventeen 
centuries of the Christian era. How 
these Jewish hopes influenced both 
Jewish and Christian thought 
throughout the centuries Is consid
ered in detail. 

Based on Thesis. 

The nucleus of the book is the 
doctorate thesis which the author 
presented to the faculty of Hebrew 
Union college, Cincinnati, in 1925 
when that school honored him with 
a doctor's degree. The original the
sis was enlarged and revised. 

The mission and message of .Jesus 
ls viewed in the light of Jewish opin
ion in his day, which Rabbi Sliver 
says "universally held that the year 
5000 In the Creation Calendar" would 
usher in the "sixth millennium." I 

"It seems likely, therefore," he 
writes, " that in the minds of the I 
people the millennium was to begin 
around the year 30 C. E." (Christian 
era). 

Commenting on the much discussed 
theological problem of the relation 
of the Messiah to the millennium he 
writes, "Be it remembered that it is 
not the Messiah who brings about 
the millennium; it is the advent of 
the millennium which carries along 
with it the Messiah and his appointed 
activities. The Messiah was expect
ed around the second quarter of the 
first century C. E. (Christian era). 
because the millennium was at hand 
Prior to that time he was not e -
pected. because according to the chro
nology of that day the millennium 
was considerably r emoved. 
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The Messianic Hope 
)11:SST\SIC' ,'l'E 1•r..\TI0'1 IN lSU\l'L. JJy .l 1, lm 

llilld , ' ilnr. Sew l'1Jrl. : '/'he .lft1cmillan < 1,1 -

vany. $.J.30. 

Tht• nnd<•n: of thi: hook was a <l<wt11r
ate th •sis at Ifrhr •w rnio11 ('oll('~t•. 'JI.J.at 
in it -;elf i:-: t>Hon~b lo t·Ollllll<'lld it as a 
reliahlt• pi<•<·e of work. 1t skcl('ht•s thl' 
hi ·Lory or :\kssia ui • s11ct·n latio11 in I st ael 
from the first np to tht> ernl of th' :--<'' 1•11-
teent h <:enturr, with vartieular atlt•ntion 
gin!n to tiH' "cal •ulators,·' who from limp 
to time vrofes::--t•<l to calculate and so 
predkt the pxact da t of the )l(>ssiah '. · 
coming. One a [ter anotht•t· th'· l' ar' 
presented to ni-:, eaeh .·o eertain of the 
eon •tnc:;: of hi: own nwtho<l of caku
lation that he ncn.•r Sl•t•nu•d dauute<l in 
the lea, t h;\· the fad that the many 
similar c,tlcnlation. of his pr •d •cessor-; 
had ~one ai'itray. Dr . .'ih r dh'ides tlw 
11i torr into i'ic,·cu gn•at 11<•riods, t•a('b 
mal'ke<l by a <li ·tin<:t wave of ~Ies ·ianic 
peeulation: 'l'he Talmudic Period, '[h' 

:\Iohamnwclan P riod, Th Pt>rio<l of the 
Crn:adt• , Tlw Years 1:!00-1:~:-;o, Tilt• 
Y •nrs rn;:;O- HD:!, The Hixt •enth (' •nt111·r, 
and The . 'enmtt' nth Century. Ile finds 
that thn:e foetor. <•ontrilmt(•d to the 

sort•:tcl of ~Iessinui • h lief in I Ttlel : lb 
loss of natioual i1Hk1iemlc11ee nnd UH at
tendant 11rirntiouR; tin• will to lh, (l ,mi
n:rntly aml triumphautly a:,; :L 1· •l1altilit ·1kd 
l <•ople i11 its 1w1 iorntl ho1ul1; :.11111 tl1t• un
raltering faith i11 Divine ,Justi<:<', by whose 
l'I p1•11a 1 <·anon: the uatio11a I n•:torat ion 
wa: infallibly tll't•s<-rih •<1. l f1•lph•sR11 ,..,_. i 11 

thC' face of on•rwl1l'll11i11g' o<l<l~, a mast<•r
fttl lo,·c of lift', a11d an 1111ril•ldi11~ hol<l 
11110n th' hash· morality und<•rlying- all 
11ational experil'He<•s t·onstitute<l tlw phy
skal, psrc:hk, :111<1 •thkal l'll'mt>nh out 
o[ which the )Il'ssianic faith w:is fash
ioned.'' .'ome of th e am iufitwncc 
Wl'l'' at work i11 tht' prmlnttion of ('hri:
tia11 111illenarinni sm. and it is inlt•n•--1 ing' 
lo note b w oftp11 ii :tll(I .J •wish )fr ~i.111-

• ism n111 log"etht•r. t•,t<·h sti111nlnti11g- t '.w 
olh<'I', and hoth s!imnlalt•d hy lh<• , ,llll' 
dreumstan<·l'!,:. . \111 011g' thp :\l<-ssi:rni,· !'H l 
l'lllato1" it nw,\· be surprisiu~ to 1101!• t 11, 
mtllll'S of :-;tH'h 011tsta1111i11~ .ll'wi:h kadn: 
as .\.kiha , HaRhi , uml )lai111ouicl • ·; hut 011 

th' otllet· hand th<'I'<' \\ 1•n• many \\ ho 
oppo::;ed ·tl('h alcul:1 t ions, and th, ~ tond 
part of the \·olumc is <l •n,t <l to a :k<'t •J; 
of the l'. Part 11 l di· ·n' ·e the fl\· 
mC'thod m11loy d hy th calculaloni, 
l'bief of whkh WC'l'C the n s \ o[ lb b ok 
or Daniel, of gemalria, and of astrolofry. 
< 'hri 'liau r atll'rs will h<• inter ,-tell in 
th author·· inlerpr •talion of Jesus, 
\\hi ·h follows do ·cir that or Klammer. 

'l'. J. "· 



About Books . 
• 

Messianic Speculation in Israel. 
"MESSIANIC SPECULATION IN ISRAEI,," b Rabbi Abba um l Silver 

(Macmillan 3.50), deals with the persistence ot the M ssianic bop among 
the Jews and tho repeated appearances of men who claimc<l the 
Me siahship. Three factor contributed to the spreacl of the l\Ie: ianic 
belief in Israel: the loss of national independence and the attendant 
deprivations, the will to live dominantly and triumphantly a a rehabili
tat d people in its national home, and tho unfaltering faith in Divine 
justice by whose ct rnal canons tho national restoration was in rallibly 
prescribed. Tho Messiani.c ideal was a group conception into which 
political aspirations, religious imperialism ancl moral vindications 
merged. Redemption was ce1-tain, however long def rred. Bnt 
when wolLld it come? The troubled heart wi bed to know. " When 
will be the end of the ·wonders?" It turned to tho acrecl Toxt 
for answer. It. ought to cliscovo1· the secret by reading the riddle or tho 
cryptic t c .... t F! of Dani l, by intet·prcting the plu • . es, words and letters or 
oth,'r prophetic texts, by conjecture and computation-an out rpri. o 
which comforted and che red. To trace tho story or the ·e :l\Ie::isianic 
calculations in Isr el from tho Destruction to the Shahbctai Zebi 
movement, to anal ·se their method and technique, to point to their 
hi, toric con equenccs, and :1lso to disclo. e tho 'on ist nt opposition to 
them throughout the c ntudcs are the objects of R bbi ilvcr'q study. 
This work ha. the vittue of being wcll-plann d aud a.dmira.l>ly Wl'ittoJi, 
aul proves tha.t Rabbi ilver is a pain la.l,iug cholar a.<1 well as an 
a 'cptable pr acher and orator. 

' ,... p I (M.M., J::J..; ~ '"n,;.., 

i.. 11 ,1 1,.1 

)l:E SIANIC PEr.ULA'T IO~ IN I RAEL. 
Hy Abba Hillel 'llver. l fa l·mlllan. 

3.50.) 
Ro.bbi .ilver's book d a ls with th 

per lstence of the Messianic hope 
among the Jews and the • pp ·arances 
of m n who cl !med the Mes slahahip. 
It fu nl hes another clew to the UD• 
dcr~ta ndin of Jcsu ' car er. 

Hl TORY C,F 11~~.· L\ . ' IC f-1'1!: l'L T IO. 1. • 
1.·n,\LL, A . FroHn tho l• Jr:<t 'rh rou · h th•• 
::<ev••ntr nth Pntnrit•s, B~· Abba H i llel ·11. 
ver. :!.::ill. (The l\lMmlllan Co.) 

A n blstnl"lca l <iii< u :,; Ion of ~{' ren•'"trm·o <,f t he ) Je. i,1 a ni" hopP. umon i,; th e\\ ~ an d ot 1 • 
p at d appeura nc of m(•n 11 I cla!mt'cl t o IJ,• the )le~siu h . . 
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MESSIANIC SPECULATION.• 

'Reviewed by RAHAii DR. If, GI.STER, 

~ extremely intere ting ::i,nd rnluabl,• book. A r al 
<:torehouc;" of karnin~. The author ha., contributed 

here a moc;t intere tin~ chapter to the history of thl' 
l\fcssianic movement. H i'i one of thr first to ha\'c 
drawn attention to thr important part which thr calcula
tion_ of thr date of the !\fei;sianic Advent han• played 
in that rnovrment./ \fany a timr tlw query ros from 
the impatient lips br thP ufferrrs, ' \\'hen is the rnrl? ' 
The date gi\'Cn in Daniel and many form of mystical 
intl'rpretation of the- Biblical text ha,·<' bPcn the mrans 
hy ,vhich tho e ,\·ho tril'd to calculat<• thl' 1 end ' tried 
to find the e.·pl'cted olution. Dr. Sih·er marshall now 
all the authorities who ha\'c attempted to calculate the 
' rncf.' goi•g ac; far back as the first rntury and thf'n 
c:uryin~ thr tory down to ~ amuf'I ha Kohen of Pio;a 
of thE' seventeenth century. The e cal ulations hav con
tributed not a little to thf' :ippearnnce of the many pseudo
\[e iah . In the second part, Dr. Silver then gives u 
a full array of the men who opposed such calculation . 
con cious of th ir futility and of the dan~cr to which 
they were trading. H re the list begins with the Talmudic 
period and fini hf's with l\fo. e ben Menahem of Prague, 
of the end of the SP\' nteenth c ntury. A bri f de cription 
of the various methods of calculation is then ~iv n, and 
the book conclude with an excellent index. The amhor 
can be heartily congratulated on a good piece of cholarly 
work, and on his addition of an important chapter to the 
history of th-. "fes ianic movement. 

* A History of Messianic Speculation in Israel from tlte 
First through the Seventeenth Centuries, By ABBA HrLLEL 

SILVER, D.D. ew York, The :\Iacmillan Company, 1927. 

xv, a68 pp. ~.50. ,,,J 

WRITES ON MESSIANIC 
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RABB I ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dr. 'ilver i th author of " fes
ianic p ulation In I racl," publi h
d hy The ~1 acmillan ompany, by 
p cial arrang •m nt with whom we 

publi h in this i u xtract • from th 
chapter dealing with Talmudic oppo
ition to 11e ianic calculation. A 

r view of th· book al o appear 
the Dil •ttantc column. 



J was v ry 11rn1·h inkt· stcd in t'<•adin~ 
the H.ev. ,Jo '<' 11h Fol't ~ •wton's l'l'\'il'w of 
Habbi Abba .'ilv1•1··s ucw book, "~ll'ssi
anic: R1w1·u lalions in faracl", which av 
1wan; in tiH• .I a 1111ary ".\kl'all's". 'l'<• 
b gin with, Ur. Xcwton i, one of thP 
fo1·cmo t 'hristian m1mstt•1·s in thi,o 
<·ountr~· and on' who i.· n•t·ogni:i:cd fo• 
his lib<'rul vil'ws. l>l' .... • t•,,·1011 1m.rs a 
d<•serv dly high trilmtc to Hr . .'iln•r as 
"on of th most l>rilliant of tlw yo1111~p1• 
J wi b prcach<•rs in \.meriea··. To 111., 
mind be i • not onl.r one of tht• most bril
li:rnt of the ·'younger'' .fowi ·h lll'<.' a ·hc1·s. 
but of all. ..J. ,<,,C-... ft ~W 

-0-1 • 2-j 2 7 
Dr. r·ewton .'('}(' •t. thi :,; :~ •111<'1?t frolll 

Dr. "ilver· .• book, that is n•ry ,wll worth 
many mom<'nl • of tho11ght l>y c,·cn tho ·r 
who hun-icdl.r n•ad this col11mn: 

'As w grow ol.der," says H.abbi 
ilver, '·two dung •r <·onfront u •. 

The fir t i • tl,at with the gath1•ring 
of .r<'ars, our habits ac:c:umulult- and 
bl'gin to burden us. \\' c halt. The 
pa ·t master · us. '!'he fi <·otHl danger 
lies in di Tegal'<li11g our pafit, 111 Jpt 
ting the :.Y<'Ul' • depa1t without exac:t
ing a ble.- ·ing from them both. Both 
m·e dangers of dil'e import, a :; WP 
see in pathology in which the:,;• 1wrilb 
ht>C'o11w ma l:1<li1•. •. 011<' uum is 
m,11w1ioli::cd by 111,·11i<1ry, a1111tlt cr has 
lo .·/ hi-~ 111c111ory <'11tircly." 



\ Ic . ta m p culation in 1. racl 
:\11- ·:--1 \ 11· • • 1·1:n I n 10. • I"- I.·nAEL. By 

..\hl>a llillt·l .'ilv<'I'. Thl' :\Iacmillan 
('o 11pany, . 't•w Y< rk. Pri • •, :l.flO. 

, 1,· ~ , 'J-, • lL 
.\n t'."l'l'l'<Tit1g y mll•n.-:-ti11 r hooJ.1. I r . 

. '1hl•r trae< :- tlw nw:-:-ianie movt•menb; 
among tlw .J<'\\':- dul'ing- thl• fir~t ."l'\'<'11-
frpn l'l•n tu ril• of tlw ('h ri:t ian •ra. 
tlw titll• in<licall':-, tlw author, a lih •ml 
,h•w and Oll<' of tlw ka<ling n•l'orm 
n1l>hi • in ..\nwrit-a, writ<• -· from th . land
point ol' OIH' who unqnalifi<'tlly d ni . 
that th n• i:- any ha.-i.- in .'c:riptu,·<' or 
fael for I Ta •I': hop• and t•.· p( ·tat ion 
of a p •r:-onal :\f .. iah. lli: l':-timat f 
.J •:-u.- as a .-incl're 1n·<.•adwr wh f It 
him:-Plf divin ly <:alll•d to Jlt'l'!Hll' Hi· 
peoplt• fo,· \\ hat ll<• thought to he th 
app1·oaching l'lld of the wol'!d i:; th 
I '\'L'l' •:ta ll'mpl lo a<'l'otrnt for tlw pil'

itual mi. !':ion of .Je.-u : that Wl' hav u•n 
from th<' 1wn of a ,frw. It i.- C<'rlainly 
a va.·l imprnv •mpn on tlw hitlwrto 
clum.-y man1wr in which ,Jc>wi:h :cholar. 
trc•at •d the suhjC'el of Jp:,;u:,;. Th<• six 
pag •s Urn th author d<•vol<' . to ,Jl'. ·u: 
and th Jewish hri.tian mov •mPnt, 
hough w cannot ·1gr vith hi~ co11l'lt1-

:ion:, a1· 1· ally thoug-ht-pro,·nking and 
w II worth rC'ading. 

Following the d<•:,;tn1ction of .J<.nr
. al •m, I r. , ilv •r trac: no I •s: than 
!- vent en messianic movc>nwnl: ,, hich 
ame o th for during th• variou: try

ing p<•riod: in J wi:h history, suc:h a: 
the Roman J)C'r.- •cution. , th riH• of 
!~lam, th• cru:ad(•s, th . tablishm •nt of 
th inqui:i ion and th cata • n phic c•x-
pul. ion. from . pain, Portugal, and 
variou . ,c•rmanic 111·ovinces. En•ry 
·ata:-troph led a :piritual r vival, 

and that usually m •ant a revival of nws
i-iani exp ctation. W may be pardoned 
for qu :;lioning th• author' inf r nee 
that such cogitations 111 trouhlous tim . 
n c .-.-arily m •an a cry of cl s1nir 
rather than a wc•ll-fornwd h •lief in and 
xp elation of a p rsonal fo. ·iah. 

n th , hol , th • hook i:,; l'<'ally a val
uahl contribution lo th .- u<ly of Jewi:-h 
lit ratur, :inc it ckals , ith a :uhj •ct 
littl known to th avC'rage .-tud n of 
JC:\vi. h hist ry and largc•ly ina c s. ibl 
to th<• Engfo.;h 1· •ader b caus' much of 
th, lileralur d a ling with th subject 
ha: n v<.•r b <'11 trnn.-latc•d into modc•rn 
language.. PA I, I. ) ! ORE TZ. 





A Hiatory of Menianic Specula 
ia lnael. By Abba Hillel Silver, D.D 
(The Macmillan ., New York, $3.50.) 
Dr. Silver, as rabbi in Cleveland of the 
largest liberal Jewish congregation in 
America and as a leading Zionist in spite 
of his reform associations, f el deeply 
the sorrows of his people and has brought 
together here the long story of their 
speculations a to the time of their de-. 
liverance. His tr atmeul ·ond rfutly' 
illustrates the craving of the human mind 
to know the future. Parallel with Chris• 
tian studies to learn the time of Christ'! 
second coming and of the end of the ag 
has been the periodical intense strivin, 
of Jews to discover when the Mes ia! 
and especially the Messianic age woul, 
come. This desire arose not alone fror 
curiosity but was intc-· :fit b • ti,,. suf 
ferings of the Jews. ,..heir cssiv 
generations longed for the relict 01 _ .. , 

age with a passionate yearning the mor 
they were compeJled to und rgo the scor 
and insults of the Gentil s. 

The great event of European and As 
atic history touched the Jews with pair 
ful interest and intensified th~ i~ian 
hope. Jews could not fo·e tlftifflfgh t! 
Maccabean wars, the conflict with Rom 
the ruin of the Temple and of Jeru a1 

the uprising under Bar Kochba, the fa 

l of Rome, the coming of Islam, the Cn 
sades, and all the mighty change sil1f 

1 then without being drawn with evt:r n 
current pathetic yearning for the da\\ 

'-' of the better day. Hence their continue 
straining of mind and heart to di cov, 
the future of Israel. 

One is impres ed by the book with tt. 
vast difference between Jews and tit 
heathen. The heathen have no st ch def 
nite looking into the future, but the Je\1\ 

stand forth a th pcop e of the B k. 
The mind, of man: rabh1 were ·aturate 
with the • cnpturc~, all.>'it they hoked 
upon them \l.rith c} c-; ·hut to the ruth 
of a per onal ~1c ,-iah \\ho had air" y 
come. They had glimp-.e· oi a true wort 
order and longed i r 1t • consummation 
The whole story i an amazing redt 
of how the Jews waited from age o age 
for the Mes ianic day and of the number 

J of scholars who sought the key to the! 
future in the prophecie of Daniel. The 
author divides the stor; of Me ianic Cal
culation into seven periods down to the 
close of the seventeenth century. Part 
Two reveals quite as amazing an Opp 3i
tion to Me ianic Calculation, while Part 
Three consider the method by which 
Jewish scholar hip sought to unravel the 
gr1::at mystery. 

Poor, fa!!~n I rael I Her day of uff er
ing has been prolong d becau e her 
teachers refu ed their 2nly hope, the L rd , 
J s Chri t. Every page of the work 

g,v s sad vidence of thi blindness Th 
coul_d not and cannot int rpret th~ rZ 
di lJOns of the future by astroJog/ or 
~abaJa. Not having the Spirit, the 

tumble at n nday as in the night." Y 



"MESSIANIC SPECULATIONS I ISRAEL," by Abba 
Hillel Silver, D. D. <Rabbi , The Temple, Cleveland, 
Ohio ) . N ew York , The Macmillan Company, 1927. 

Hahhi . ·ih·cr needs no intro luction to .\111 rican 
J \\T\'. I le i.- the out. landing Rabbi among- the 

( t '1111 ti 11 uetl 1111 pa~t' 21) 

[ 22 J 
The Fon'\\<>r< l. 1 2 1 

2 pagl' ) ..,fa!('-. the \\' llflll' prlll , 

le111 i11 a <·111ici • :md si111plc ma111wr. 11 ,cf, f,,n l1 
cll'arh· flw 111:ii,1 l:icl,,r. IT po11 il,ll' tc,r till' " PIT.tr! 

oi ~l~•-.si:i11ir i>l'lid in 1..,ral'I. \\hicli \\a, a.., -. tall'd 1,. 
th, author. "l~edemption \\"a-. certain. ho\\·eH:r Ion~ 

deferred." The que tion then ,rn . "\\'hen \\'oulcl it 
come?" The,· turned to the . 'acrcd Text ior thL 
an-,,,·cr. and ~lll - wers \Yere immd hy mean-. of pecu
liar cak11latio11, ha. ed on th' apocryphic text. · oi th l' 
( >ld Testament. especially the Book of Daniel. 

·· .\t times .:\le,.-ianic calculation~ . ecmecl ,o real 
.. a. to . end the " ·hole nation agog- \\'ith ,·i,·id 

exp ·elation and . tampede it into di~a_strou. -:\le -
. ianic rn >,·ement.... \ \'hole com11m111t1es 1111gTated 
to J>ale.-tine urnl ·r the -;pell of ~le..,sianic :pecula
tions. 

Th, first chapter deals \\'ith the 'I almudic pcri_od 
up to 500 •. E. -:\Jany Rabbis oi the Talmud proh1h
ited the disrn . -.ion "of the riddle of l'ecle111pt1on and 
to di . co,-er the exact hour of the ~les. iah·.., adv--nt.·· 
J\ut this prohibition ,ras n t effecti\'e. ldl~ mind..; 
and great men in great distre . s engaged 111 th ·:-.e 
speculation.. .:\1 any were :ure that they had. the 
correct date. The fact that these date:-i proved lal. e 
did not at all cli.-courag' nc\,. fforts. •• 111 larl · hour~ 
the ~I e: . ianic promi e was the one prop and . tay ot 
-;u ffcring· Israel.'' 

The first onthur. t of ~I e-,..,ianic emoti 11. and 
. peculation:-. occurred in the lir:-.t ·entury _befor the 
lo. s of indep ndence. The popular helict was then 
that th" \\'oriel \\'a.' on the '\' of the millenium. 
l~n:r\'l)Och· h ,JieYed that the year :o ( from crea
tion)- \\'a~ at hand. \\'hich i.- to ush 'r in the 6th 
, 1illenit1111- thc . \g· of the Ki11gclo111 of (;od." Thi-. 
i.- \\'hat i • meant in the :--.: \\. Te tam nt ( ~lark 
1 :1 4-1:) "Th tim is ittllillccl and the l,ingclom oi 
( ;od i.- at hand." This ,ras almo:-.t a nni\'er:-.al 

opinion. . . . 
Dr . .' il ver ( p. 7) makes th follo\\'lng 111tere.:t111g 

and just stat "Ill 'Ill: "II' I Jesus) was more ot the 
111\'stic than the moralist. 11 i. concern \\·as not to 
re~onstruct . ocicty but to saYe it ... irom the birtl~-

' throe:-; of the ~ I es .· ianic times . . . . .. The whole epic 
of I sus. hi . attitude toward-, Je\\·ish la\\'s, all hi 
say~ ngs. can only b understood in the light oi thi-, 
fact. 11,u11eh· : that the doom of the \\·oriel was at 
hand and .;therefore ther" \\'cl.' no long 'r time for 
the ordi nary pursuit: of lif ... There is no ti111 to 
\\"a:te on \\'ealth. worri • • about food and other nece~
:ities- ven for the ne . ·t day. I kcau . e of thi-, fact 
I su: \\·as not intere:tcd in th· ren>lution again t 
k om . Rome would he cru.-hecl soon. th ·rcforc. 
un til that time ... I{ ·11<1 r unto ·;_ '-.ar ... •• . \ very 
inter sting opinion about i >aul is expre-.sed on p. 11. 

lo:ephus. Tacitu: and other hi.-torians mention 
-:\ I es.-ianic p •etilation.- current among J ,\ • .., The 
final failure of th, re\'olution . tr ·ngthcn 'cl the hop' 
for a :\I cs. iah. ( Thi: i. in accordance \\'ith a aying 
fou nd in th, -:\I idra. h to Lamentation. "The Re
deem ·r \\·a horn on the cla,· of th' De. truction of 
the T mple.''- .' . . \ . JI.). • 

·alculation-, and pinion . hy leading kahhi . of th' 
Talmud rnak, up the re. t of this chapter. Th de
: lin' and fall of P me again r\' ·cl a.- an inc ·ntivc 
for ~I . siani p cula t ion . . The middl • of the :th 

. .., . th appearanc, of a p:eudo-~ I 
• ri stian . \dv nt ism i.- a lso di . rns:ecl 

in thi-. ch:tpkr. 
Tl11· t ·11111d cl1:iptt-r l'rnt·r--. lht· \lc,!J:i 1111 11e1b11 

1wrirnl \ br;..:l' litn;1t11rl' lw;1ri11;._: 1>11 .\_lt•..,.._,i;111ic 
:-)ll'Clll. ti111i-. de,Tlopcd during_ tho l' LT11t1_1r1 e-. . 

The ;t uthor quote:-; :-.ome ol the 1110:-.t 111 ll' rc-,t111g 
pa-. agL-,. The period of the Crusade.- i.- t 1ke11 ~1p 

in the 32nd chapter. Th· cruelti ,_. and tragcd1c 
\\·hirh came upon the Jc,\·s of \·orthwest'nt l~uroJ! • 
at that time intcn-,ified ,1e..,:-.ianic sp •rnla tion:-. 111 

I racl. 
.... trangc to say. the ,·ery ]O<)(>-th yea r or the 

Fir,t ( rn-.,ade- ,ras lixed upon g·en ·rally a: th' yea r 
of Redemption." . \ number of Rabbis arri\'ed at 
the -.ame date. . \ nd \\·hen JOCJo brought m;_hsacre:--, 
the people con.-idcred these calamities a· th' "hirth
t h roe_. u f th c ~ J e. . i ah . " 

l•:yen a -,cholar like Ra-,hi (on· of th outstanding 
commentator. of the nible and th' ' I alm ud) indulged 
in ~le-.-.ianic . peculation. ·alculation . of a . trology 
,n~n· made u-;c of. E\'en ~f aimonide-; could not re
frain irom il. Pseudo ~f e,.-iah-; appear then even 
in \ \"es tern Europe. ·haptcr 4 cov r: t he period of 
J.?0o-u:o and di . ClhSC.' th. contribution of Caba la 
i 1m·,tical tendencies in I udaism) to :d ess ia ni c 
p ~-ulati n, . The years 1.350 to 14-92 are de .,cr ihc_d 

in th, fifth chapter. Th fir.-t 150 y ars of thi s 
p ·ri d witn ,_. • a decline in th :-, ' speculations du t 
the failur of th -:\le:-.:iah to appear in 13:/. a.- pr 
dieted In· Rashi and oth •r great Rahhi:-.. Agai n a 
,·a .-.t litc;·ature accumulated dealing with ~f ·.-.-iani c 
sp culations. ( )nlv one p.-cudo-~ le. siah app ar. dur
ing thi . period. irm,·e\·er. thing.- a-;:ume a diffe ren t 
tendenc,· in the 16th century due to the xpuls i n 
from .• ·pain. I )ortugal and· Yarious ( ;erman and 
Italian citic.:: . Th, ghetto appear: then a nd othe r 
re . trirtion-, folio\\·. The exi les :pread 'aha li stic 
leaching wheren:r they ,\. ·nt and ino ·ulated new 
_I ·wish co1111m111ities \\·ith ~le..,sianic specul ation.-. 
. \gain the. e calamities \\' ·re taken by many fo r t he 
.. birth-throe . .. of the ,1e.-.-ianic era. (;en ra l poli ti
cal condition-, help ·d to create the 11 'Ce:-isary p. ycho
logical attitude.-. The l\cformation and th : pli t in 
the l{o111an church al ·o served a: ind ication. to un 
u.-ual time,. Thl'n came th' di -cov n · of th . w 
\\ 'orld and rumors about the lost '( n T r ib : of 
l:ra ·1. Th .:\ 1 ssianic :peculations of tho:e cen tur
ie • r ·ach th 1 i r climax in the .'hahettai Z hi m ve-
11 ent. Th· pictttrl' . qu figur s of David R uh ni 
and • ·010111 n ~I olko belong to th 16th cen tun·. 
:\"eedle. s to say that their ' tHI. · \\'er tragic. -

The 17th centu rv continued almo.-t in th :amc 
mann r ( cha pt ·r \'i~). 1 n 164) th , 1 e:siah n-a." once 
mor' expect '<1. . \ . pecial c ffort \ \ ·a.- mad b,· th 
Rabbis of I 1alc tin' and Europe to pr par th - p o 
pie for this ·,· nt. ~ I ena sch Ii ·n 1 sra 1 of . \ mste r 
clam wa.., Yery acti\'' in this preparat ry w rk. E\'e1 
the ·hri:tian world h Ii •v ·d in it. j w: .- u ff r < 
:•reatly in th, Thirty Y ars • \ r ar and in 164< 'os 
ack mas. acr' in I) land. Th I e.-uit.-. t o, add c 

oil to th flam f hatred. ( )n th • other ha nd, n a rl 
n · ryhocly tudi d ·aha la. . \ nd th n cam, th 
• ·hahcttai Z hi 1110\' ·ment and fail d. . \nd thi 
-,tart 'd a new s ·ri ._. of calculations. which a lm s 
came ckrn 11 to our own da\· in no r thern E u r p 
Th' variou 'hri-,tian my. ti· mm· 111 nt. arc 
l) zed in thi . chapter. 

The • 



"MESSIANIC SPECULATIONS IN ISRAEL," by Abba 
Hillel Silver, D. D. (Rabbi, The Temple, Cleveland, 
Ohio). New York, The Macmillan Company, 1927. 

Rabbi Silver needs no introduction to American 
Jewry. Ile is the outstanding Rabbi among the 

(Continued on page 21) 
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younger men in the ,\merican Rabbinate. Those 
who had the privi lege of knowing and hearing him 
even once, will not forget that sincere, eloquent ancl 
semi-mystical personality . 

Ile has not been a prolific writer. Only a small 
number of sermons and several articles in the Xe;, • 
Palestine and The J e,l isl, Trib1111e appeared under 
his name. 

I lut he 11·as evidently busy all these years ( ten 
years of faithful service to ,\merican Je1ny) col
lecting, studying and preparing two very interesting 
volumes. One is .. l\lessianic Specu lation s in Israel.'' 
and the other, which is under preparation. will deal 
with the life of the false :\f essiah Shabbetai-Zebi. I, 
for one. am glad that Dr. Silver wrote on this sub
ject, which will probably interest a small number of 
people. He. because of his learning, ability and tem
perament, is one among the fell' scholars and Rabbis 
who can do the subject justice and maintain a sym
pathetic attitude towards it. 

The purpose of this volume is to throw light on a 
strange phenomenon in Jewish history-the persist· 
ence of the :\J essianic hope among the Jews and the 
repeated appearance of men who claimed the :\fes
siahship. 

This work does not deal exclusively with Jewish 
history. \\'herever Jewish history comes into con
tact with \Vestern European history and influences it, 
sufficient space and material are devoted to these 
contacts. Jewish influence on Christian thought is 
sho1n1, but not over-estimated. 
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position to Messianic calculat· \' • · . ions. anous authon-
t1~s thr~ughout Jewish history were opposed to these 
1111slead111g calculations of the "encl" b th I 1· d , ecause ey 
c em~ra 12.e the people. Several of the Rabbis 
(Ma1111omcles) who were guilty of these calculations 
~ame late~ on to oppose these vain attempts to sol~~ 
111g- Israel s problems. 

Th~ third part is an exposition of the methods 
nsecl 111 these calculations. 

t 
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po.-;ition to .\lcssianic calculation. 
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A History of Messianic Speculations in Israel from the First Through the 
Seventeen h Centurie . r • LL.EL LL 1 • rt 
n iHc n • mpan r. l 27. . .~O. 

T111. i. 'l ·al I 1 ... J • th I ' '.\L 

. mm 11 ft fih h 'hri ti .. 1 

h i Ii 1 • rt" • t ~ 1 I f tt h h c. I ., . 

an I a ria iruf 'T ·t rnr h, hi h h nor d 
th I tt r an I th • ,, c r 1 ttr I in r I r 

int • I r t th f . •• 1 •• v y.. al un« 1, nt 

an I 1 fit it ' in q v r a] i an t. I l \ T -

v r, th H n • ·~ Tiv d a 1cl t tl 
ta:_: 1. ·1i t 1 b n th 

b 1 t I • 1 n t 1 ta i i 1 i i p fail d . 
th I it ln 1 1 . t cl h 

1 -f r • von cl take p] n I 
batai ? bi, in ed the .. cl no 

1p • di ipl it . 1 1 1 
n pt u that th • • ati 

tak I ut h • b., 

it • 1 70. Th n th 
a h in turn a pt h it. 

nly a h tim in fal: a 1 l I a • b 1t • ( n l 
d pair it th h ar f th ho1 fo1. '] l •. nly 01 illu • 1t f 
man r tha mat~ 111 , in Ii h , clo. er I 

h f . tian mill ·1 11· • 1 11 _ ia1 ic 

bin . 
of th 
an l 

k ir Th 
I-I al ~a.\ , 'r n:--, . 

It ya 111 c on m a " a. an 
ti J \ mu . hav j • It ra r it th nat ire 

I um'" n 1111 I, tl a • • t a • c 1 ad. T v 1 th · t -

1 tinu u • li: a1 1 int 111 ·nt c u]d ar f 



Me.s.siaJiic Speculaho, m Israel. From 
C nturi . y Abba ill 1 
+2 . J 

J ewi h e iani m of h 
1 ola ed phenom non ; i ha 

period, a d i on of th p • n 
Dr. il in hi 

f ti f th uat 
po itio n • c a cu1ation ithi 
ods ation. lncid ntaH- of uch li h 1s 

hri -i y pccially {ill -nnar ti : ic. 

as no 
mce that 

nagogue. 
unt of it, 
f I p

fi e meth-
upon 

It i that th a 1thor ha 11e ittcd him lf rather Joos 
infere r t thir, • of th fir t hapt r in d - • ~dth th 1m of ou 
Lord. llrnt r al dd nc is, • her for th frequ nt ifi • f th a 
tator mar u d crib d by Jo ,\ith 11· nd e 
thusia facile id • ati n ti mad by 
Jewi ar . nd it univ that th y 
ation ar , • hi h i to u h r in the i th mill nnium-th age of t 
Kingdom of God- ~a~ at hand ' ( p. 6) ? It i an at ra,c . i hypoth , is an 
' av ' ome of th ' ph om na ' • bu i ~ ul b hard t prove that this 
idea wa particularly , id prcad t hat im -a I a t on the basi of our 
pre nt docum nts ( . T. Jo phu: poc. and P eud., etc.).-There are a 
number of bad mi print . and Apoc. Jn. i r . ularly cited a 'Revelations.' 
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not ·ii ·nee J wi:h expectation ·. " IIope pnngs immortal in the human 
br a:t." Thi · tudy will be found mo ·t illuminating- and h lpful t all 
. tudent • of hri tian hi t ry who are r ady to learn from parallel mov -
ment f und in other religion ·. 
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u that he u it in th titl of hi b ok 
a a mild uh titut for calculation. 
"Too little att ntion he writ , ' ha 
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of cal ulating th nd played in the u -
ce ive Me ianic movements f com the 
fir t century onward . t I i po· , 
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preparation for a prolonged truggle with 
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acrobatic l\I ianic mathematic . For 
here i no facil lecture on Fal I -
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with a pirant to J wi h culture ho 
tire of lecture on ' The Jew in le -
land ,, or "The Jew in Ornithology. ' 
Here i a eriou unrh torical tudy 
of an aberration indu triou ly trac d 
through eventeen centurie . 

With notable re traint Dr. ilver ha 
re i ted the temptation to wand r afi Id 
and pluck the alluring flow r which 
beckon to him ev rywher along id the 
arid and arduou path he ha cho en. 
What an ab orbing tory h might hav 
told of the proph tic Cabali t houlafia, 
who endea ored to convert the Pope to 
Judai m. How r adily could he ha e 
drawn our tear for the romantic martyr, 

th alm . t I g ndary l m n f lk . 
How • • ha , hi 
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maticall through th poJ ular h Ii f in 
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whole epic of J u n u. t 1 r a l in the 
light of thi mill narian hron l g: ' of 
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touching upon this drama and the 
curiou methods by which it was pur
sued and counteracted are presented in 
Dr. Silver's treatise. 

Though from a strictly scientific poin 
of view one must say that the volume . 
is incomplete, Dr. Silver's presentation· 

mu t be highly commended both for its 
novelty and the erudition and zeal with 
which he has erformed his task. 



THE SEARCH FOR A VISIO 

111 e ssianic Speculation in 1 srael, by 
Abba Hillel Silver, D.D., Macmillan 
Company, New York 

T HE chief contribution of the 
Jewish people, perhaps it would 

• be more accurate to ay of the 
Jewish religion, to mankind's apprecia
tion of and hope for the world is, no 
doubt, the Messianic idea. The hi tory 
and the development of the Me sianic 
idea, the background it furnished for 
Chri tianity, and its influence as a fac
tor in su taining and in making po sible 
the continuity of J ewi h life under mo t 
adverse conditions has been to some ex
tent treated in many a volume. It is in
deed surpri ing that, considering the 
importance of the subject, so little ha 
been written about it both for the gen
eral and the J ewi h public. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has now writ
ten a most valuable addition to a 
greater appreciation and a more thor
ough under tanding of this contribution. 
True, Dr. Silver does not concern him-
elf with the Messianic ideal per e. 

His book is dedicated to what one 
might call the effects which a great 
vision has had upon a people that has 
never lost hope, though hope seemed 
gone, and on a race which has been 
o teeped in its search for redemption 

both individual and national, that it has 
produced a legion of knights all its own, 
unparalleled and unequalled in their 
continuous weaving of an imperishable 
dream. 

1es ianic speculation is a term which 
needs explanation to the lay reader. 

From the dawn of history humanity 
has felt its shortcoming , its imperfec
tion. The extent of these shortcomings 
varied with the degree of culture and 
civilization achieved in the respective 
periods. Always, however, the human 
oul, craving redemption from its 

troubles and difficulties, has sought sal
vation. Revealed religion, chiefly the 
Bible, has offered a formula for salva
tion both to the individual and to the 
nation. The solution offered by this in-
piration has found its fixed expression 

in the Biblical text which provided and 
prescribed a mode of life that aimed at 
the desired ideal. 

Since the ideas uttered by the law 
givers and prophets in religious ecstasy 
have assumed a permanent form in the 
Bible text, hungry humanity, searching 
for piritual satisfaction and individual 
salvation has clung to the text. The 

text a employed in the recital o 
prayer or in the singing of hymn ha 
erved the purpo e excellently. 

To the J ewi h people the text held 
out a pecific hope and ideal: the com
ing of the Me iah. In the condition 
into which J ewi h life ha be n thrown, 
with the los of political independence 
after the de truction of the Second 
Commonwealth and the burning of the 
Temple, a pathetic but none the le in-
piring phenomenon has made it ap

pearance. The Me siah ha become 
not only a hope for the far future that 
i inarticulate and ha no immediate 
bearing on the realitie , but rather a 
factor, the influence of which may be
come imminent, provided, of cour e, 
that certain condition are complied 
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with. To find the date when the 
prophecy will be fulfilled has become 
an urgent need. The worse the condi
tions, the:: greater the expectation of 
the delivery; the more hopeless the 
a pect, the greater ro e the hope. 
When hope seemed to have gone to a 
race that saw no ray of light in the 
surrounding darkness, the search for 
delivery has in itself proved to be a de
livery that gave new life and new sub
stance to the wretched existence. To 
earch for the Me siah, to find the date 

concealed in the text, was the object of 
the Messianic speculation. 

Thu , with each ebb and Ao\/ in the 
history of the world and its reflection 
upon the life of the Jewish people 
Messianic speculation took on it full 

mea 
la t decade 
wealth, the fir t r corded ianic 
peculation found it ongm. An off

·pring of thi peculation i a fact of n 
l . ignificance than hri tianity. 

The emergence of the Arab from th 
de rt, the ri e of the Mohammedan r 
ligion, the march of the ru ader , the 
Black Plague, the revolt of the Co 
ack , the expul ion from England

all gave ri e to an int n ified Me. -
. ianic peculation , deriving it ongm 
from the condition of de pair of reality 
and plunging the Knight of Vi ion into 
a feveri h search of the text, rein
forced by ingeniou method that were 
evolved throughout the centurie in an 
effort that eemed, offhand, futile and 
pathetic, hut often . erved a a Ii fe
bringing influence. It often re ulted, 
however, in dire con equence , be omir1; 
too frequently the p ychological back
ground f r p eudo- 1e ianic efforts. 

!though the majority of tho e , ho 
indulged in l\I e . ianic p culation wcr 
true to the tradition of the race, some 
of them fell und r the pell of influence· 
of external origin. r aturally, Jewry 
a uch, which ha never given u hope 
d pite the difficultie , had to oppo. e 
those who wanted to "hasten the end.'' 

Thu we find in Dr. ilver's hook a 
fa cinating d cription of the Me iah 
. p cu la tor and their level-headed op
ponent . The Ii t include the out-
tanding leader of the people up to the 

end of the eventeenth century. We 
are treated to an in ight into the 
variou text and the method of inter
pretation. We are given a description 
of the political and economic back
ground which made the Messianic 
peculation , as it often eems, an un

avoidable nece ity and a fa cinating 
o cupation. "'"1e are shown one of the 
mo t dramatic chapters of the strug
gle of a landle people that seeks re
d mption not only from brutal treat
ment from a cruel and uncivilized 
world, but a pires for world salvation 
a predicted in the Holy Scripture. We 
are told in detail a tory of a people 
again t wh m the world ha tran -
gre ed but which seek penitence for 
it sin a a mea ure to pave the 
ground for the Judgment Day. 

J ewi h leader like Maimonides, 
J ehuda Halevi, achmanide , Rashi, 
Rabbi Chaim Vital, Y om-tob Lipmann 
Heller, Mana seh Ben I rael, Leon de 
Modena, are hown to u m a new 
light. Many a valuable document 
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The Messianic idea in the Old Te!:)lament has 
often been competently treated, but few people 
can be familiar with the development of that idea 
throughout the centuries of the Christian era. 
This is the task which Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has 
set himself in his History of NI essianic Speculation 
in Israel (Macmillan, ew York; 3.50). In a 
ketch which is as readable as it is learned he hows 

the power of the l\fessianic idea and traces its in
fluence through the Talmudic period, the ~Iuham
madan period, the period of the Cru adcs, and the 
-,ub. equent centuries. Two points are of especial 
interest: (r) Jewish expectancy was connected 
in the most vital way with the great and critical 
events that were stirring the contemporary world, 
and (2) calculations of the date of the l\le_, ianic 
redemption were by some Jewi. h thinkers sternly 
opposed right through the ages, sometimes bccau e 
they feared the demoralizing effects which would 
follow the failure to realize their hopes, ometimes 
because they genuinely believed that the event 
alluded to by the prophets had already taken 
place. The discussion never loses itself in general
itie. , but is sustained throughout upon quotation
from the Rabbis. This is an illuminating ketch 
of a-to Christians at any rate-relatiYely un
familiar field. 
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Dr. A bb" Hill el ,'ifrn 
rabbi of The TPmple, Clet'ela,ul, Ohio, 
who. e book, "A Jli tor of the ilfe.~sia11ic 

peculntion i11 Israel from the First 
Through till> s,,i·enteellth Centur ," will 
hortly be issued by llacmillan . 

The book i.~ ,111 et:te11si e stud· into the 
,oi-emenl. thm surrounded the .~ JJ cula
ion.~ about a l1 essiah. 



Traces False Silver 
Messiahs in Jewish tory 

.. ola ly Book Tells of Exting i ed Hopes 
in Israel; Calls Jesus My tic a .. ~r 

Than Moralist. 1~Jl:\~ 
BY DON IUIR , TRO E - ~· '""" 

a more of the mystir. thai the mornli. • '- " Rabbi 
bba Hillel Silver of the Temple in his new b'ook. "l\Ies ianic 

Specu~ation in Israel.., . ~ IC'nnium. He sought to sa\·e m:!n 
Tracmg the f~l. e prophets ot from th~ birth-throes of the mes

J_uclea from the time of Christ un- sianic times.'' 
t1l the end _of ~h s vcntc n!h ccn- Christ wai-. to •he .Jev:s. the first 
tur.r. Rabbi S1l\'er has written a alse 1:c>s. iah who came hc>raldmg 
scholarly book that has attracted th approach o! th" millennium 

a t t e n t1on all becau. e it was a the time of his 
over the world llfe that the> Jewi h chronolog • in
and has brought I d1catc>d tha the millennium was 
the uthor . fa- a hand. 
~·arable re~·te\. Since the timP of Je:uc:, false 
m seven differ- , lessiahs have app ared in 1. rael, 
c>nt languages. ha\'e in flam d I.he hop . of the Jev; -

While .. Mes- i h peoples and th n extinguished 
sianic Specula- 1 them with their fal:e prophecie. 
tion in I rael" and Rabbi Sil\' r treats of them all. 
~s of gre test I Strike. p eudo- le :iah .. 
mt.E'rest to stu- I Hi. book is truly 8 scholarly work. 
dents of . theol- He ha done a great amount of re
ogy. particular- ~carcl1 work and almo. t ev 1y page 
1,· tho. c~n- 1s annotated wi h numrroui- refcr-

~A BSI. c er n e d with cncc. to the Bible and to religiou 
A.H . .,, LVI:R ,Je\\i h theolog~•- 1 tracts of the pie and po. t-Cl ris inn 

Rabb 1 .Silvers era .. 
int rpr ta 1On of Christ is .o un- All through hi tory the Jews ha\'e 
u uat a o int re t laymen of b en calculating the "d\'ent of the 
ev r. rcli 1ous belief. 1 "~,iah and the mill nnium. He 

Ra b1 Sil ·er s at hat 1t is not trea s of th pecul lion by cen-
the e iah that brmgs • he mil- tune . c>xplainc, he background, 
]enmum but he ine\'Jtable advent t('lls of the calculators and th<'ir 
of th millennium that carries r.alculations and then touch<'s on 
along with i the Mci-siah and his the JJ. eudo-M 1ahs that influenced 
appoin ed activities. ach era. 

In his forew01 d. Rabbi Sil,·er sars 
, I• tic, • ·ot J\lor Ii. t. hat. "Me ianism hriv -_ on ufler-

"'Vh('n JPsu came into Galilf>C, ing."' He as erts tha "in Isra I suf
'&preadim; the gosr1el o the Kmg- fertng wru continuouc: throuo-I10u 
dom of God and saymg th time is the centuriei-, H only the suffering 
fulfilled and the Kingdom r' God which derive. from the conscious
i a hand.' he was voicing the n ss of the los.<; of national inde
opinion uniVt'r:;all' held that 1 h I pendenc and a. national horn . Th-. 

ar 5,000 in the Crea ion calendar. Jew never forgot. even when others 
·hich is to uc:her m the ixth mil- did not cau e him to remember, hi 

lennium-the age of the Kingdom x1le.'' 
of God-was at hand," sa:s Rabbi I Rabbi Silver has been a The 
Silver in his book. Temple for the pa t ele\"cn v ars. 

"J sus· essential mi sion," he He rcceh'ed the de"re of doctor of 
say " ·as apocalyptic, not pro- divinity from the Hebrew Union 
phetic. He was more ot the mys- college in 1925 and attended the 
tic 1 the moralist. H1i; impa - school of Ne York city and the 
sioned concern wa not t1 recon- University of Cincinnati. 

ruct society but to save it from He has shown a k en in re t in 
the winnowing and retrlbutl\' the Zionist movement and his book 
judgment which was imminent m puts him in th front rank of Jew
the van of the approPching mil- ish theological cholarc: in America. 
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We have seen that in Christian ct -1 
cles this view was expressed as early 
as the first century by the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles: "\Vhen they therefore were come toge1 _ ___., _____ -=-------,=-----------------
asked of him, saying, Lord, C hallen ge T o Ttlessi· ani·c at this time restore again ,I j l Y.l ~ 
dom of Israel? And he 
them it is not for you to C l l f • l 1 l 'time;' or the 'seasons.' Q CU Q ions n s r ae Father hath put in his o, 

"If Israel Will Rep Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, In His "Messianic Speculation In Israel," 
Says Opposition vVas Inspired By Fear of False Hopes 

4. Of the fourth gr?up 
prominent spokesman 1s 
pupil of Yohan_an b~n Z famous disputation with R B y special arrangement with The M acmillan Company, publishers symptomatic of the bitter of D r. Silver's book, The Detroit Jewish H erald publu bes the follow-,vhich was to rage c)ear ing extract from the second part of the volume, which deals with 

1
. l "Opposition To Me1111ianic Calculation." ages. "R. E 1ezer sa1c : 

will repent they will be r By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
not, they will not be recleel 
bi Joshua re1~liecl: 'I\ Isr M ESSI~NIC calculation did not go unchalk11ged in Israel. In fact, it was p_ent, ~hey _will he rec een . ~ons1st~ntl:y ~nd v~hemently opposed right through the ages. This opGoel will r'.11se over them a pos1tton vaned 111 111tens1ty as the need for ; t changed but it was never missing decrees will, he as severe The opposition was largely inspired by the fe~r that such calculation~ Ham~n., . 1 hen . _Is_rae~•o" might awaken false hopes, which, if defeated, would tend to demoralize the Rabbi Ehezer said. 11 .-- ••• ~- ~~uLu• "-"• vva.:, LU '--nnsrl', 1 will repent will they be recleeme, the Bible, and the Rabbis were' peop e. it is written,'' "Return. ye backs! stantly engaged in opposing I 1 hefe was also constantly present children and I will heal your 1 views. t ,e ear t_hat some unscr1:1pulous . . ,,' R J I plied• q:.:J' T pseudo-Messiah would exploit the 
not a so )een view remame 1owever a 1' al • I • • • 

shclmgl. I • oclsecnltaarerde "Ye ·v,;e;[~ . he brav_e edxpol nent of this n de perate longing of the masses At 
fo_r naught, and? r yshall bee res~! solitary figure in his age 'and in I g~~1:ti~~: ;~~:i~t\~~a~h:h~h:ersthltfoaf without money. e wer ,v, l . , • • • _ ght that is for idolatry. a~ subsequent ages. The people did thers and la_ter Christian writers, and 11t~

11 
be recle~med without accept his view, nor did their lea more especially those among them ~!~at is, without repentanc~ and The belief in the M ~ssiah :was al who were ap?s~ate Jews, uti!ized the I deeds. 'R. Eliezer replied ti desperatelr needed 111 their sad self-s'.1me Biblical prophecies and, Joshua': Has it not also bee1 trouble~ hves . It was their one crrpt1c dates to prove the Messia-clared. 'Return unto me, and and mamstay. ship of Jesus. return unto you?' R. Joshua re A ttempts to Locate Allusion Chr:istian-Jewiab Controversy. 'Has it not also been cleclarec~. 2. One of the earliest repres The. first Chris tian centuries were I am a Lord unto you and I wil tives of the second group was cen!unes of bitter theologic and you one of a . city and two . of ,? ~anna R. Na than. R, Na than ~cnptural controversy between Chrisily and I wi,11 you to Z10_n. c1bly contends here that all atte tlans and Jews. In tbe early Church, Eliezer made answer: 'Has it r which have been made by his col through the first five centuries, chilso been declared, "Through r ues and predecessors to locate iasm was very widespread, and Mes;:rnce and quietude sh~l ye ,be r sia1;1ic allusions in Sacred Writ siani~ computation was freely induled."' R . Joshua replied: Has futile, as all such allusions ref ged m to prove the Messianic charalready been declared, "Thus events which have already t acter of Jesus, as well as his second the Lord the Redeemer of Isra place. advent. The church fathers u!ied the his Ho!/ One, to him also w~o R. Nathan, too, had few follo same technique and aimed at the spised of men, to him who is In ~~e Middle Ages we shall se same objectives as the Rabbis. Both red of nations. to a s~rvant of position strongly championed !he latter and _the _former were dreamkings shall see and anse, and Moses ibn Gikatilla, Ha im G mg _of the Millen mm; both were _exancl they shall prostrate thet> oa certa· K ·t I fy pectmg the advent of the Messiah because of the Lord who is f ;i~es b 11

\ Eai e edacJers, ~11 In the case of the church fathers it 'R Eliezer replied: 'Has it b t j • Y 1 !~. zra an osep was the second advent re;cly been declared . 'If thou aiuid f1o1rs tpl osi 1011 was nevehr. phop Taking into account these reasons 
0 1 1 'd the Lore 1e same reason w 1c 1 cl cl , turn, srae , sat ,, tated against the acceptance f one can un erstan the sharpness of wilt thou return unto me. , lei's vie½,poi lt Th 1 ° tone and the asperity of judgment Rabbi Joshua made, an~weri , the Messiani~ faith !ncfe-~p a1 ne which one finds in saying such as this. not already been dee a:ec'. ' eel and desired Bib,lical a1utho~?t n R. Jose declared: "He who calculates heard the man clothed 111 Im ·d. • . f . Y the encl will have no portion in the 
1 ti t rs of th< 1v111e sanction or 1t. was a )Ove ,e wa e "Tb Th. K G d I world to come." Goel refused even when he lifted up his right h ' • 

3 
e A 18f\ n~wn to O 

. A Jacob to reveal the end. "Jacob his left hand unto heaven an • s . )e ong!ng. to th1s t sought to reveal the encl to his rhil-1 y Him who liveth forever group, which mamtamecl that, reg, d 1 t 't d I I I • Id { :hall be for a time. times . a1{d l~ss . of whet he: th_ere are ~uture :M hr!~> )U I was SU C en y 11( en rom and when they have made an s1a111c_ prophecies m t~e Bible or 1 • •• 1 reaking in pieces the power the tnne of the end 1s hidden int The W ays of the Oppos1bon. l~olv people, all these things tionally ~nd by the will ?f God, 11 The .op· 1 
1t !Oil began . , , , ltc first 

fi 
·• 

1 
d" •Then R. Eliezer be ment10ned the followmg Barai?ppearan e ur Mc 1.iu1c 1eacl r n1s 1e . "S 1 • h"dd r t tr r I lent even t 11ngs are 1 en from me . . 1 

• • (1) the_ day of death, ~2) the clay 111 vanou v,avs: ll! . S0m One wonders whether R. consolation (resurrection), (3) the c • 11i tl!e .[t>.stah "t ,·,ctl~ r, silence was due to weariness tribution, ( 4) what is in the heart and therel)y annecl at deiuuitshing quiescence. C~rtainiy R. one's neighbor, (5) whence 01 comp)et~ly the wh?le structure of voice was not silent 111 the su livelihood wit! come, \(6) when M_ess1a111c spec?lat1011; (2) others ages. This pr?longed cleb~t( kingdom of David will be restor tned t<? ac_c<?mp!Jsh the sam~ purpose without its sig111fican_ce. It 1s and (7) when the guilty kingd bY_ ma111ta111111g: t!1at the Bible con-gle betwe_en t_he ethical conce (Rome) will be destroyed. Th ~ams !10 Mess!a111c references t~uch-the Messiah 1clea_ and the pu things are known to God alone." mg this la~t. exile, and. that there 1s no pirical and physical one. 1 he por- - oral tracltt1011 for 1t ; (3) others. tentous array of Biblical data mar- while acknowledging the presence of shalecl by the opposing sides is evi- such Messianic prophecies in the clence of the earnestness with which Bible, insisted that they are uncleciph-they searched Sacred \Vrit for con- erable and purposely hidden; (4) and j' firmation of their views. still others declared that Redemption 
, is contingent entirely upon repent- j 

I ance, and that there can therefore be ( 
no set time for Redemption . 1- ~-----~~ 



Challenge To Messianic 
Calculations In Israel 

Dr. bba Hill l .'ilver, In His 'Mes ianic . p ·ulation Tn T:r,tel." 
. ay. Op1 o ition \Ya. In:pired By ~ear f l•aL liop ·: 

By special arrangement with T he Macmillan Company , publisher 
of Dr. Silver•• book, The Detroit Jewish Herald publishes the follow
ing extract from the second part of the volume , which deals w ith 
"Opposition To Messianic Calculation." 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

ME I I cal ulation did n t go unchallenged in Isra l. In fact, it , a 
con i tently and veh m ntly oppo d right through th age.. This op

p ition varied .it~ int n ·ity a. the !1 eed_ for it chang cl, but it wa. nev r mi .. ing. 
The op1 1t1 n wa largely 111 ptred by th f ar that . uch cal ulat inn 

might awaken false hope , which, if defeat d , would tend to demoralize the 
peopl •. 

'fh re wa. al-.o con . tantly pn. •n 
the fear that . om u n1lou • 
J> . ·udo- Ue iah would e the 
cle. perat longi ng of th At 
times th oppo ition wa. the re ult of 
Ch ri . tian p I mic • for the church fa
th r. and lat r 'hri. tian writ r., and 
mor ·p cially thos among them 
,, ho were apo tate J ·ws, utilized th 
. elf- am Biblical proph •ci . and 
crypt ic date to pr ve the 1'1l' sia
ship of J u . 

Christian-Jewish Contro,versy. 
The fir t Chri tian ccnturie wer • 

centurie f bitter th ot gi and 
... · crip tural contr • r y between hri -
tian and J eiv . 1n h early hurch. 
through th fir t fi r c nturi ·, ch il
ia m wa ery wide pread, and :~le -
·ia11 ic computation wa • frcel indul 
(!ed in to prove the ian ic char .' 
act r of Je u , a . well a hi oncl 
advent. Th hurch fathers u. eel the 
ame technique and aimed at the 
ame obj ctivc a. the Rabbi . Hoth , 

the latter and th • forme r w re dream
in r of the Mill 11ium; both w r~ ex• 
pccting the advent of th l\1 .. iah. 
In th ca of the church fath •r it 
\\ a. the • cond adv ·n t. 

Taking into ace unt the r ·a. ons 
one can under · tand the . harpne :.. f 
t me and the asperity of judgment 
, ·hic h on • find in ·aying uch as thi . 
l'. Jo.· c cl clar cl: "He ,vho al u?.tte • 
lie encl "·ill ha, • 110 porti n in th 

\\ orld to come." • cl r fu eel ev ·11 

Jacob t r v al th nd. "Jacob 
·· ought t the ·nd to hi chil-
dren, but uddcnly hidden fr m 
him.' 

The Ways of the Opposition. 
1} e 01 • ,, 1ti n ,, ')a , '! tii 

p ) aran • of .. • i 
r ·t I 

l 

rch 
t 1e wh 

• ianic p ulati 
cl t ace mpl i. h 1 

maintaining hat 
1: no Me iani· 1 
thi · la · t il e, and that th 

I tradition for it: 
ii. ac d •d Tin({ th . 
h 1 nic pr Jph t 

>k. in cl th 'Y. ar 
hie and pu t'l) lmldcn; ( 4) ,~11<1 

I thcr: de <. d that •mpt 1 

nting nt nti up r ·pc 
and that thr r an t fo 

time for Rel ption. 



Unequivocal D e nial of M essianic 
Belief. 

I. Th mo. t out pok 11 and frar-
le . repre entativc of the fir.t •roup 
wh s lear and unequivocal denial 
of th ntirc :\I c. _ ianic belief a, it 
concerned the future startkcl l'\'C'll 

tho who were oppo. eel to :\I e ia ni,· 
calculation , \\la the .\mora ~fillel. 
He declared: "The Jews haVL· nn 
).f e. iah t expect. for they havl' al 
ready con umec\ him in the cla,·, o 
Hezekiah .• , R. Jo. eph, ,, h i1{ thi• 
matter undoubteclly repr . ented th( 
pr valent Rabbinic vi ,,. of his da\, 
prayed that Goel might forgive Iii!!;,• 
for entertaining such erroneou view 
Hill I wa. probably driven 'to takt.· 
thi radical po. ition by the in ten 1 

'hri tian p Jemie of hi day. Tlw 
Te. tament writer . the apo tolic fa 
ther. and the church father. ot th 
fir t centurie .. wa. to " hri · tianiz •· 
the Bible . and the Rabbi were con
tantly engaged 111 oppo. ing th ir 

view. 
The brave exponent of thi radical 

view remained. however, an' almost 
. olitary figure in hi ag' and in m,1ny 

su )sequent ages. The people dicl not 
accept hi view, nor clicl their lcackrs. 
The belief in the :\f es-.iah wa all too 
desperately neeckd in their sa<l anc\ 
troubled lives. Jt was their one hope 

and main . tay. 
Attempt. to Locate Allus ions. 

2. One of the earliest repre-.enta
tive of th' second group was the 
Tanna R. athan. R. athan for
cibly contend here that all attempts 
which have been mad by hi · colleag
ues and predece • ors t locate 11 c ·-

1a111c allu ion in ·acred \Vrit arc 
futile, as all such allu ion refer to 
vents which have already taken 

place. 
R. athan, too, had few f Bower • 

In the Middle ge we shall e, hi · 
po 1t1on strongly championed by 
:\fo e ibn Gikatilla. Hayyim 'alipa

~a. certain Karaitc leader , and, at 
time , by ibn Ezra and Jo ph Alho, 
but hi p 1t1on wa never popular, 
and for the am• rca on ,, hich milia 
tated again t the acceptance of Ilil
lcl' vie\\ p int. The people needed 
the M ianic faith, and it al.o need
ed and cle ired Biblical authority and 

divine auction for it. 
"The Things Known to God Alone ." 

3. belonging to thi third 
gr up. which maintained that, regard
le of whether thcr are future 11c -
ianic pr phecie in the Bibi or not, 

the time of the end i hidden intl'n
tionally and by the will of God, may 
be mentioned the following Baraita : 
·• 'even thing are hidden from men
(]) th day of cl ath, (2) the da) of 
con olation (re urrecti n), (3) re
tribution, (4) what i in the heart of 
on • neighbor, (5) wh 'nee ne' • 
!iv lihood will come, \(6) when the 
kingdom of David will be re tored. 
and (7) wh n th guilty kingdom 
(Rome) ·will b de troy d. Th' ·e 
thin a re known to God alone ." 



\ e 1ave 
cle thi view wa xpre ed a arly 
a the fir t century by the author of 
the ct of the po tie. : "\\'h n tht·y 
therefore were come together. they 
a k d of him, aying, Lord, wilt ti ou 
at thi time re tore again the k111g
d m f I racl? And h aid m to 
them, it i not for you to know the 
'time ' or the ' ca on ,' \\'hich the 
Father hath put in his own power " 

" If Isra el Will Repent ." 
4. Of the fourth group, the mo. t 

prominent spoke man i. R. Elit·zcr, 
pupil of Yohanan ben Zakkai. II is 
famou di putation with R. Jo. hua i 
symptomatic of the bitter c ntro\'ersy 
which was to rage clear down the 
ages. "R. Eliezcr aid: 'Ii bra •I 

will repent they will be rcclcemecl; if 
not, they \\ ill not he r edeemed.' Rah
bi Josh ua replied: 'lf hrael will re
pent, they will he redeemed; if not. 
( ;od \\ ill raise over them a king who~t· 
ckcrees \\'ill he a. sen·re as tho l ' of 
Haman . Then Israel will r pent.' 
Rah hi Eliezt·r . aid: "Only i. Israel 
will repent \\ ill they hl' recle ·med. a 
it i written," "Return, ye hack,;licling 
children, and I ,, ill heal your hack
. licling.'' R. J o:hua replied: 'Has it 
not also b 'l'll declared "Ye were olcl 
for naught. and ye _ hall be rcdeemecl 
without monev?" Ye w 'rl' old fo r 
naught, that k for idolatry, and ye 
shall be r ·deemed \\ ithout money, 
that i . . \\'ithout repentance and gooc\ 
deeds. 'R. Eliezer replied to R. 
Jo hua' : Ha: it 11 t al. o be n cle
clarecl . 'Return unto me. ancl I will 
r turn unto you?' R. Joshua r e1 liccl: 
'Ha it not al. o been cleclar cl. "F r 
I am a Lore! unto you ancl I will take 
you one of a city and t\\' of a fam 
ilv and l wiJI vou to Zi n."' R. 
Eliezer made an . ~ver: 'Ha. it not al
so been dcclar d, "Through repent
;rnce and quietude . hat ye he r ,,Jeem· 
ed.'' ' R. J o · Ima rep I ied : 'Ila.· it not 
already been declared. "Thu saith 
the Lord, the Redeemer of I racl . and 
hi Ilol} One. to him al o who i clc
pi eel f men, to him \\ ho i. ahh r-

red f nations. to a servant of ruler . 
king hall . ee and arise, and prince . 
and they . hall prostrate themselves 
b cause of the Lord who is faithful." 
·R. Eliezer replied: 'Has it not al
ready been declared . 'If thou ,,ilt re 
turn, 0 J. ra<:I, aid th Lore!. then 
wilt thou rc:turn unt o me." 'Then 
Rahhi Joshua made an . \\Cr, 'Hath it 
not alreadv be ·11 'cl' Jared , ''And I 
heard the ·man I thee\ in linen ,, ho 
wa - ahove th' water of th ri\'cr . 
when h' lifted up hi · right hand and 
hi I ft hand unto heaven and swore 
by Him who liveth forever, that it 
hall he for a time. time ·. and a half, 

and wh n they ha\'e mad' an end of I 
breaking in piece the po\\'er of the 
h ly p ople, all the l thing :hall be 
fini h cl." ·Then R. Eliezer wa . i
lent. 

wonder · whctl,er R. Eiezer' 
was due t wcarine or ac-

qu!e c crtainly R. Eliez r' 
voice wa - not ilent in the ·uc eding 
ag prolonged cl ·hate i • n t 
,,ithout it ignificance. lt i a strug-
gl' between the ethical cone ption of 
the Mes. iah idea and th • purely em
pirical and physical one. The por
tentous array of Biblical data mar
haled h the oppo ing . id •s is evi

dence of th, earne tnes \\ ith which 
they earched :acr cl \Vrit for con
firmati 11 of their view . 



MESSIANIC SPECULATION IN 
ISRAEL, by Dr. Abba Hill el Silver. 
Macmillan. $3.50. 
With the modesty of a true scholar 

Dr. Silver presents his Messianic Specu
lation in Israel, or rather, A History of 
Messianic Speculation in Israel, where
in, well within the limits of three hun-
dred pages, he unfold the history of a 
hope for Redemption that Israel cl~ng 
to throughout the ages as the drowning 
man might ding to the proverbially un
redeeming straw. 

The ·book is divided into: Messianic 
Calculation, from the First through the 
Seventeenth Centuries; Opposition to 

essianic Calculation; and the better 
part of the book is, naturally. de-

lvot d to the Messianic Calculation and 
the Calculator . In a very compact, 
though lucid, style Dr. Silver reviews 
the persistent and pathetic efforts of the 
oppressed Jews throughout the Dias-
pora to interpret their suffering as being 
the birth-pains, as it were, of the com-

• ing of the Messiah and the final Re
demption. 

A multitude of Rabbis and Teachers 
are presented, in historical order, with 
their glowing claims to have wrested 
from the Bible, especially Daniel, or 
through Gematria, acrostics, anagrams, 
and star-gazing, the exact or approxi
mate date of the Millenium. And all 
the pseudo-Messiahs of these seventeen 
centuries of Jewish History, from Moses 
of Crete down to Shabbati 'Zwit are 
quickly yet sympathetically reviewed 
and their effects upon the Messiah-
awaiting Israel noted. 

With the austere dignity of a writer 
of history, Dr. Silver introduces, each 
in turn, the various calculators and the 
basis of their revealing calculations. 
And without even a flicker of a smile 
Dr. Silver writes, for instance, when 
introducing Jthe bold Abraham bar Hiy
ya and his method of determining with 
exactitude the arrival of the Messiah: 

"The world was created solely for 
the sake of Israel. Every cycle in t}:le 
Creation story, therefore, is symbolic 
and prophetic of the history of Israel. 
The Creation week signifies that the 
world will last 6000 years, the seventh 
being the Millennial Sabbath. Each 
Creation day points to 1000 years of 
the world's cycle; for a day in the sight 
of God is l 000 years, or to be exact. 
857 1--7 years, for it is written, 'For a 
thousand years are in Thy sight as yes
terday when it is past plus a watch in 
the night.' A watch in the night is 
equal to a third of a night or four 
hours. A day of God is therefore equal 
to 6-7 of 1000 years, or 857 1-7, and 
the seven days of Creation equal 6000 
years." 

Dr. Silver is fully aware that he is 
writing history and not an interpreta-

tion of history, and he the ref ore pre
sents his material, heavily documented 
and fortified with authority, in the de-
tached and unprejudiced manner befit-
ting his subject. . 

In his Foreword, however, Dr. Sti
ver tates that "The Jew never forgot, 
even when others did not cause him to 
remember, his exile"-a statement that 
his own book does not seem to support. 
The Messianic hope was born in des
pair and nurtured in misery. No sooner 
was the burden of the Jew lightened in 
exile than he loosed his grip on vague 
hopes and remote calculations, and his 
awareness of the exile was dulled in the 
lush warmth of favorable conditions. 
Dr. Silver himself states that "As a re
sult of the favorable social, economic 
and cultural conditions eojoyed by 
Polish Jewry, Messianism is little in 
evidence in Poland up to the seven
teenth century, and no pseudo-Messiah 
hails from that country" (p. 15 6) . 
But Northern Africa "became a strong
hold of Shabbatian sentiment as a re
sult of the unfortunate political condi
tions which prevailed there in the lat
ter half of the seventeenth centuryn (p. 
161). When the oppressions of the 
Jew were v~ry great, even such a lucid 
thinker as: Maimonides became con
vinced ""that these persecutions were the 
birth-throes of Messianic times.'' Dr. 
Silver's explanation why "From the 
.middle 0rf the fourteenth century to the 
dose of the fifteenth, a period of almost 
150 years, we have very few Messianic 
calculationsH seems to me insufficient. 
"The failure of the Messiah to appear 
around the year 1358, so confidently 
predicted by outstanding leaders/' could 
hardly have been such "a terrible blow 
to the Messianic speculators." as to dis
courage them for nearly 150 years. Jews 
are not made that way. Did the fail
ure of the numerous calculations of the 
sixteenth century dampen the enthu
siasm of the seventeenth? Ignorance 
and persecutiont and an indomitable 

wiJl to survive-these kept the Mes--
ianic hope alive, and these undoubted

! y, as long as they will last, will keep 
he calculators active, no matter what 

nc Methodology they may invent to 
·uit their times. 

Dr. Silver's book makes no popular 
reading, and it was apparently not in
tended for such. But to the student of 
J wish History, and especially to the 
tudent of Religious History, it should 

prove a very valuable book for its au
thenticity, con iseness, and excellence of 
presentation. Yossef Gaer. 
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A History of Messianic 

Speculation in Israel, 
by Abba Hillel Silver. 
(The Marmillan Co.) 

Dr. Silver has per-
formed a tremendous la
bor in gathering the ex
haustive material of his 
thesis. Israel has suffered 
from the first, and pe
riods of suffering readily 
arouse Messianic hopes. 
Hence that type of spec
ulation has always been 
a great factor in Jewish 
thought. Practically every 
Jewish writer from the 
first to the seventeenth 
centuries has expressed his 
conception of the Messiah 
or an estimate of his 
probable date of arrival. 
Many a Christian writer 
too-since the later faith 
ever took its apocalyptic 
cues from the Jews -
attempted similar specu
lations. All ytars ending 
in three naughts, whether 
by Jewish or Christian 
reckoning, were m ad e 
horrendous by mad cal
culations of the first or 
second comings. Particu
lar years, such as 1648 
( the end of the Thirty 
Years' War) were even 
more profoundly marked 
by uch yearnings. 

The reader may grow 
involved in the mathe
matical mazes scattered 
through this book. By 
Gematrias. generally de
rived out of the Book of 
Daniel. the philo opbers 
used the numerical values 
of letters to establish the 
exact time of the Mes
~iah's advent. At fir t the 
years were made few, re-
ulting in disappointments 

even in the lifetimes of 
the prognosticators: later 
prophecies were extended 
over a thousand years. 
The use of Gematria was 
an advantage the Jewish 
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A History of Messianic Speculatioa 
in Israel. By Abba Hillel Silver, D.D. 
(The Macmillan Co., New York, $3.50.) 
Dr. Silver, as rabbi in Cleveland of the 
largest liberal Jewi h congregation in 
America and as a leading Zioni t in spite 
of hi reform association , feel deeply 
the sorrows of his people and ha brought 
together here the long story of their 
speculations as to the time of their de
liverance. His treatment wonderfully 1 illustrates the craving of the human mind 
to know the future. Parallel with Chris
tian studies to learn the time of Christ's 
econd coming and of the end of the age 

has been the periodical intense striving 
of Jews to di cover when the Messiah 
and e pecially the Messianic age would 
come. This desire aro e not alone from 
curio ity but , as inten ified by the suf
ferings of the Jews. Their succe sive 
generations longed for the relief of a new 
age with a passionate yearning the more 
they were compelled to undergo the scorn and in ults of the Gentiles. 

The great events of European and Asi
atic history touched the Jews with pain
ful interest and intensified the Messianic 
hope. Jews could not live through the 
Maccabean wars, the conflict with Rome, 
the ruin of the Temple and of Jerusalem, 
the uprising under Bar Kochba, the fall 
of Rome, the coming of Islam, the Cru
sades, and all the mighty changes since 
then without being drawn with ever re
current pathetic yearning for the dawn 
of the better day. Hence their continued 
training of mind and heart to discover the future of Israel. 
One i impressed by the book with the 

vast difference between Jews and the 
heathen. The heathen have no such defi
nite looking into the future, but the Jews 

stand forth as the people of the Bovk. 
The mind of ll}an., rabbi were ·aturated 
with the cripturc , albeit they lo,>ked 
upon them with eye hut to the truth 
of a per onal Me siah "ho had aln:ady 
come. They had glimp of a true world 
order and 1 nged for it con ummation. 
The whole story is an amazing redtal 
of how the Jews waited from age to ag 
for the Mes ianic day and of the number 
of scholars who sought the key to the 
future in the prophecies of Daniel. The 
author divides the story of Me · ianic Cal
culation into se\'en periods down to the 
close of the eventeenth century. Part 
Two reveals quite a amazing an Opposi
tion to Messianic Calculation, while Part 
Three con iders the methods by which 
Jewi h scholarship sought to unravel the great my tery. 

Poor, fallen Israel I Her day. of uff er
ing has been prolonge_d becau e her 
teacher refu d their 2nly hope, the Lord 
Je u Chri t. Everv o~lle of thf' . wnrlr gives sad evidence of this b':ndncss. '.fhq 1 
could not and cannot intt.. pret the pre- , 
dictions of the futur by astrology or I cabala. Not having the Spirit, they 
.. tumble at noonday as in the night." 
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Messianic Speculations in Israel. 
By .J. BB HILLEL ILVER. lo h, l_m . Pr babl pn • • 
3.50. 

"l\1e iani Speculation in I rael" i a r markable book for rancre 
of ud). Th re i not a , ·a te word in it and it o r fully and 
intelligentl that tran hi tori al ph n m non, the p r. i • n f 
the me ianic hope amon th J ,v and the r p at d appearan f 
men , ho claim d th m iah hip. 

The book d • 11 in deta ·1 upon the amazin te hnique , hi h , ·a 
emplo red throu h the c nturie in "Calculatin the ◄ nd" and th 
important le ianic movements which frequently re ul d from u ·h 
calculation . 

It contain important contribution whi h are n t mer ly of in
ter t to m n on rn d with the hi tory of Je"\\;sh tl ou ht. , e are 
di coverin that the J e, ,vere frequently a fa tor in "hat w nt n 
in Clui tian thou 0 ht in the l\lfiddle Age . The periodic outbr ak of 
apocalypti mill nariani m in Chri tian circle arc many time tra • .. 
able in part at lea t, to contemporary J e,vi h ori in . 

Dr. il r pr nt the e iden e to h , . that a rding to .. ·i t

ing J ewi h hron 1 o- r at the time of J u ' mini qr th n ar approa ,h 
of the rear 5000 thr all Pale tine into the . am uni r. al thin 
re tle n that turn d Eur pe, a the year 1000 A.D. appr a h d, 
into a cauldron of e cited anticipation of the world's end. R co ni
tion of the fact that "a ituation and not a theory" nfr nt d J 'U 

i ba ic in Dr. Silver' judgment and upplie the tou lrtone for a 
true understanding of J e u ' ,, hole career. 
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Sil VER DESCRIBES 
TIME Of JESUS IN 
BOOK ON MESSIAH 

I Calls Christ Mystic, Not 
Moralist, Who Sought 

to Free Men From 
Judgment. 

A radical departure from the old 
Messianic theoriPs fs presented by 
Rabbi A. H. Silver or the Temp~ in 
his "Messianic Speculation in Israel," 
just publl bed by the Macmillan Co. 
of New Yorl,. 

"Jesu ' essential mission was A.pOc• 

alyptlc, not prophetic," he asserts. 
"He ,vns more or a mystic than a 
moralist. His impassioned concern 
was not to recon truct society but to 
save 1~ from the winnowing and re• 
tributlve judgment which was imml• 
nent in the van or the approaching 
millennium. He sought to save men 
from the birth throes ot Mes lanic 
times." 

Dr. Silver discus e!I the Messianic 
hopes, aspirations and teachings or 
his people for the first seventeen 
centuries of the Chri. tl11.n era. How 
these Jewish hop s Influenced both 
Jewish and Christian thought 
throughout the centuries Is consid
ered in detail. 

Ba ed on The I . 

The nucleus of the book ts the 
doctorate thesis which the author 
presented to the facul y of Hebrew 
Union college, Cincinnati, in 1925 
when that school honored him with 
a doctor's d ree. The original the• 
sis was enlarged and revised. 

The mission and message or Jesus 
1s viewed in the light or Jewish opln-1 
Ion in his day, which Rabbi Silver 
says "universally held that the year 
5000 in the Creation Calendar" would 
u h r in the "sixth milli>nnium." I 

"It s ems lil,ely, therefore," he 
writeR, "that in the minds of the 
p1,;ople the millennium was to begin I 
around the year 30 C. E ," (Christian 
era), 

Commenting on the much discus ed 
tht'ologic 1 probl m o! the relation 
of the Messiah to the mlllennium he 
write . "Be it remember d that it is 
not the Messiuh who brings about 
thP, millennium; tt la the advent of 
the mlllcnnlum which carries along 
with it the ies iah and his appoint d 
activitlcs. The 1esslah was exp ct-

d around th s cond quarter of the 
Jirst entury C. E. (Christian era) . 
becaul'le the· millennium wns at hanrl. 
Prior to that tlm he was not ex
pect d, bccau according to the chro• 
nology of that day the millennium 
was considt>rably removed. 



A History of Messianic Speculation ir• 
Israel, from the First through the Seven 

teenth Centuries. By Abba Hillel Sil· n 
0.0. (Toronto : The Macmillan Co • . 
Canada. Pp. 268. 1927. $3.8S.) T ~- · 

is the history of that faith in redempt111 

embodied in th Jewi h M essianic hop' 
ever failing of ful filmrnt, yet ever recurri1w 

For the calculation of the Mess1al, \ 

coming the cryptic t exts of Daniel serverJ 
as a starting-point. The calculations tht-, 

induced moved the whole nation at time •• 

They e •en led to migratio . of ~~ .. 
communities to the Holy La d m anttc1p : 

tion of the Messiah. Dr. Silv r gives ti, 
complete story, inter st ing despite the 

unavoidable detail. It is esp cially valu

able to the student of Christian histor) 

in showing how much in common contrm· 

porary Jewish hop s had with the perioJ1 • 

outbreaks of apocalyptic millenarianism in 
Christian circles. They both start from 

the same centre and the same view of 

Scripture; they use much the same method • 

of interpretation ; th y are one in thw 

"philosophy" of history. 

nother :\facmillan publica-

1 is •·Messia peculations in I rael" by 
abhi Abba Hillel ilver of Cle eland. It deals 

full y intelligen l_ , ith the per i tence of the 

ne ianic hope among t h e Jews and the repeated 
appearances of m n , ho claimd the messiahship. 

;\1ESSIANIC SPECULATION IN ISRAEL. By 
Hillel Silver. :Macmillan Company, 
York. $3.50. 

T HIS book is a revision and enlargement of 
a doctorate the is offered at Hebrew Union 

College, Cincinnati. It presents the history of 
Messianic speculation in Israel throughout the 
first seventeen centuries of our era. Dr. Silver 
divides the history into seven main periods each 
characterized by a new and distinct wa~e of 
Messianic speculation: The Talmudic period; 
the Mchamme<lan ; the period of the Crusades ; 
the century and a half, 1200 to 1350 ; the years 
1350 to 1492; the sixteenth century and the 

seventeenth century. 
Certain factors, he holds, contributed to the 

pread of Messianic belief in Israel. "The love 
of national independence and the attending pri
vations ; the will to live dominantly and perma
nently as a rehabilitated people in its national 
home; the unfaltering faith in Divine Justice 
by whose eternal canons the national restoration 
~vas thought invariably pi:e cribed; helplessness 
m the face of overwhelming odds; a masterful 
love of life; and an unyielding hold upon the 
basic morality underlying all national experi
ences"; such were the physical, psychic and 
ethical elements out of which the Messianic 
faith was fashioned. Among the Messianic 
"calculators"- they who sought to calculate 
and predict the precise date of Messiah's co.m
ing-were Akiba, Ra hi and Maimonides. But 
there were many who opposed such calculator 
and to them the author devotes the second p·art 
of his book. , 

In Part III he discusses the method~ , em

ployed by the calculator , notably the 'Jse of 
the Book of Daniel, of Gematrfa and of astrol

ogy. 
Dr. Silver's _whole di cussion i. marked by 

careful and reliable re earch, making it a mo t 
valuable reference-book for all who arc inter
ested in the evolution of Messianic 'peculation. 

A.W. M. 

A History of Messianic Speculation 

in Iarael, by Abba Hill l ilv r, D.D. 
Th author i · rabbi in lcveland of the 

la rgest. lil>l'ral congr gation in m •rica, and 
h r JHl':t•nt. a d tailed study drawn from 
H b1 w litHatur over t.wo thou:and years. 
The J ewi:h C'XP ctation of a mill nnium 
bor :cant rt•fer nc to R velation 20, but 
m . nt their political, earthly redemption• 
tim wh n tht• . ixth thousand year. should 
round ou <•arth' · cyclt• as did h !'- ixth day 
of crt•ation. This era, mor than the Mes• 
siah it will bring, has b n their chief de• 
sire. The\' r ckoned th fifth thousand in· 
. tcad of the fourth had about xpired in 

h ri. t's day, and this fact rather than Ro· 
man p r:N:ut io n ; cfcited them the autJ)or 

say.. / i •/1 V ) i ,l <.: 
Th nc forth th Ir -'h6p s ,; a'ri cf and 

waned 1wriochcally with ach world crisi : 
th fall of Rome", the ru . ade. and capture 
of I'al s tine, the Thirty Years War. I n· 
crea. e of racial suffering brought despair, 
and h1•ncc mor intC"n ·e s udy or proph cy 
to learn what Daniel mcnnt by the end 
timl'!'-, thl' 2300 y ar. , the four kingdoms. 

strology, kahala, g rmatria, ar.J other 
mystic tabulation :- w r tried, but blindness 
had fallen on bra I and th y never ac
cepted PW Te: tam nt t aching nor watched 
for Christ's return. The J ws w 1e not 
u nited in hop : , ome earn :tly oppo. ing 
such cx1wcta tion: or at leas t the etting of 
date . This book might well b condensed, 
but it throw · n w light on the ho en 

Peopl . 
25!) page .. 1 ::ci>1,.i inche .• 

Company, ' cw York. 

False Messiahsl .., 

Meuianic Speculation in larael, by 

Abba Hillel Silver. {Macmillan.) 

THE prominent Cleveland rabbi, 
Abba Hillel Silver, has brought out 

here in book form an expansion of the 

thesis for which he was granted the 

degree of Doctor of Divinity by the 

Hebrew Union College. "Messianic 

Speculation in Israel," then, is a schol

arly study rather than a popular book. 

Dr. Silver does his popularizing from 

the pulpit, but here he has chosen to 

give us a work of pure research into 

one of the les cultivated fields of Jew

ish knowledge. 

To the scholar this work will be in

valuable, for no one has previously 

covered the original literature and 

brought together all the material on 

Jewish calculations as to when the 

Messiah might be expected. Dr. Sil

ver goes beyond this, in fact, for he 

ties these speculations up closely with 

the various Messianic movements in 

Israel, from that of Jesus to that of 

Shabbatai Zevi, and shows that every 

such movement was the result, not of 

persecution and outside pressure, which 

always existed, but of the definite con

viction that prophecy was to be ful

filled and the end of the world 

at hand. 

The most original part of this thesis 

is that touching the origin of Chris

tianity. Dr. Silver follows Klausner 

in considering the work of Jesus, not 

a modern ethical preachment nor the 

founding of a new church, but simply 

a Jewish Me sianic movement. But, 

says he, why did they look for a Mes

siah in that particular decade rather 

than earlier, so that a number of 

Messianic movements were recorded 

by Josephus within a few years? And 

why did these movements cease for a 

hundred years and come to the front 

again in the ill-fated Bar Kochba re

bellion of 135 A. D.? His answer i in

tere ting. He ti s this up with the cal
culations of the end, based on the 

book of Daniel and later literature. 

According to the chronology in use at 

the time, the year 5000 'was then 

approaching, nd the sixth millenium 

that of the Mes iah, was due. Ali 

~alestine was in a ferm nt of expecta

tion, and m n looked to any likely 

person with eager longing as the 

(',r < I I .\ llO :\ ).. a bout t lw ,•,.ad ti m 1• c,r t l1' • 
. ( ('0111 1 ll~ 

)~ ~sia h ha,·p a lw:1y.· J'asc·i11atc•d st n tl<• n f~ of rPi i" io11 Dr 

' ih·<•r • I 11 · I ,... • 
• , Ill . is Or!/ of 1/ 1 ~-·i1111i1· • '1>< ·1·11t111io11 i11 I • I 

·u .. , - .-<1 a, 
m1 _an .. ,._,._II). ha . :1 t 1<•111pt<•tl to :111:1!_\•;1,p tht• . • <":tk11l:1tio 

f1~1•1r ft"dt111qnt•, t o point to th t'ir h isto r it· t·o11spq111• 11 c·t>s 

d 1:-~· lo!--(• tht• 1·011:-is t l' n t oppo:-itio11 to th1•111 thro11:..:ho11 t ~I 

t u r u•s. Ju doi 11 ~ :--o. fht> aut h or ha ., llt:t d P lll:111.\' i11 t1• r (':-: ti11 

u1t'1tts o11 till' lift> a11 d \\orl - 1· I . • ·I • . ' o 'I :-.11:--, :-; 10\\ Ill!!, :t lll OII " 

th 111 ~s. that ":1 situation :t11d not :I tht>ory" ,·011fro11 t t'd.., 

and t h at thl' <•thi1·:tl 1·01111 .d \\hic-11 li t' ":1\1' to Ii i · f I 

\\':I~ for ·t ·I I • . . . • . "' s 
0 

' \\01 ( Ill (.l(lll//1'< . J11,-tt•acl of l'('IH!t-l'i ll g- t lH r 
p:'.~s:tg-1•. " T hP K i11~d um of ( :otl is \\ it h ill .\ 1111." It( n•111 

,,1 t h .. 1.11,wh l'<':t .·011. '' '!'ht• K i11 ~d0111 of (: 1111 i.· iu t h <• mi 

\ Oil I I ' ' "'!' ! 1 •• 1 ' . . . .. IP , 111g-1 om ol ( ;o(I is ltt•n• ,w ,, ... ' l'h is rt•ma 

hool-: t·m·t" r s :t 11t• r io<l t•xtPndiu~ fro nt tlw fi rs t f h ro n " 

:0:(' \'(•nl< •t•nth et'lllll l'i(•s. ( ,It j. el 

ii er, D. D . 
New York: Th e 1Uacmi/ 1au 

·~ Company . . . .1.:0. 

T
HIS 1 a cur-iou. · b ok full of ca lcul 1-

t lon as to wh n th gr t dell ver n ,:;c 

of I rael ·as to com . In thi. way 1t re -

6 mble a r cord o! the Chrl tian 11 eratur~ 

which has tried to fix t h e Advent b y 

stran ge mathematical d due tons from the 

_Bible. It i ln tere ting to note t h at In the 

ye,ar 1666 J wish Me . !ah a ppeared in 

C n . tantlnopl n d t h at Pepys men ton 

him in h is d iary. C~rtain!y h e .. ay "th ! 

·e r of 16 r- will b year o! grea t actlo,1; 

but wh t the con. equen e of It will be, 

God know ." At a ny rate, if the world d id 

ot come to n end , London wa burned 

th 



About Books 
Behold He Cometh ot .. 

A Hi. T RY O l\iE . IA I P ~ 

IN I. ·n EL. By ... \l ha Hill I 
iacmillan. 

LA.TIO 

ii ,. r. 

L p OL 

"Q PE L .. TIO i a di arming 
J word. It i onl at th e1 d of I i 

or word that Rahl i ,il ,. r warn 
~1at h u e it in th titl of lli I ook 

_ a mild ul titut f r al ulati n. 
'Too littl att ntion he writ ha 

been paid to th role ·hi h U · practi 
of calculating th nd play d in th . uc-
ces i e l\f ianic mo,,. ment , from the 
fir t century on rard . At t.his point 
the r ad r who i wi. will bru h t) e 
du t off l i lid rul and ~ bacu in 
preparation for a prolon 1 

ar· lbati ianic math 
, • • lectur o 

si• a ubj t p r nniall popular 
w1 J.. a pirant to J ,·i h cultur who 
tire r on Th J w in I -
Ian 1 ' or ' Th J w i1 Ornitholog . 
JT, i a eriou unr1 etorical tud 

• n ab rration indu triou ly tra d 
r, gh , nt n centurie . 

ith notabl re traint Dr. ih er ha 
c d the temptation to wand r afi Id 

d plu k th alluring flow r whi h 
·ckon to him veryw h re along ide the 

"' irl and arduou path I ha cho n. 
t an ab orbing t r h might ha, 
of th prophetic abali t boulafia 

, end avor d to con "ert th Pope to 
• ai m. How readily could he have 
vn our tear for th romantic martyr, 

th almo. t I g ndar lomon iolko. 
How a ·it ,. h might ha T wo " n hi. 
wit h r of w rd ar und th 
roman ni mati-
call app aring out of th my t riou 
Ea t and tr atin with mon r h and 
Poi a. th lamorou mi ary of th 
Hou of I rael on of King olomon 
of th Hou of Dav-id on of J and 
broth r of King Jo ph rul r ov r 
300 000 m n in th wild rne of Khai
bar. 

But with a r olution wl i h mu t ha ·e 
co t him man a pang Rabbi ilver 
keep e" r ly to hi th m of arith
m tical calculation of th I iah 
advcn - allo ing I im If onl r Ii f 
of a uccin t ummar of the hi torical 
background and a lightly k tched-in 
li t of P udo-1\I iah in a h poch. 
n thi tr atm nt th I iani m of 

J u of azar th i mothated mathe
maticall through the popular b Ii f in 
th immin n e of th mill nnium. The 

.,hole e1 i of J u mu t b r ad in the 
light of thi mill narian hronology of 
hi day, or i r main unint Uigibl . 

FOR two thou and y ar th le -
ianic utt ranc of the proph t 

ha T b n th omf ort of I ra 1 more 
iall in da ., of a ut J wi h uff r

mg. For two thou and ar th Je 
ha look d ith r ith vagu i tf ul 
longing or with pa ionat earning for 
th comin of th R d m r to re cue 
I ra l from hi oppr or and l ad him 
hack to th an i nt land of Promi , 
thereby vindicating di ine ju tice on 



word w r Ev n an n th 
G ntil th n w. :1 r ad and m, n ,. l -
lieY d him. I grandfath r ' li ma1 

Gan ma h d hi. o .. n in d1i ·h h 
bak l l i m, t. th, 1 inO' firml.,. n-
vin d that th n .. ·t ... ar h woul l l ak 
hi. mat. th in th II 1.,. l c n l. But a 
oth r tim . th Ii. illu. i nm nt :.:. um l 
th lim • n. f , m ti rn l tr l .. ". 

1 h , • a th r a ti n fr m th • 
lypti into • • u • l l y 'ahh tai 

z ·i. 
Th ,l ri tian \' rld ad<li1 er th in

c mpr h n il iliti . of th U k of H • -
lati n t ti <l, rk hr n ram.: f Dani I 
al o hilia. li ·1 u la tion 

a lv nti t rny.:ti i:rn. 1h :an 
iani h p Yhi h fo u. l ,J wi:l 

hop on th r ar 164 :tirr d th Chri:
tian world f r th annu. mirahili 1HG6. 

f na eh l n I ra ] . ' 
iani pr fi urin l d to th r turn 

of th J w to En land thi Chri:tit n 
dY nti m I d t a fi ... ·i1 arou gr ·th f 

n ill narian ·t . 

• f the 
d l 

Paul of Tar u and • u ntial 
t of th Don v r 1mm r-

ing J wi h l\I .. ianic h raldin . did n t 
r ult in ri "ing J H into t. . Thi. 
i due to th I r. i t n of a riti al I -

po ition to all att m1 t to for ti 
end. Rabbi ih· r aft r adroitly I ad
ing u througl l of 
r <l mptioni t dr am udd nly a ~·ak n. • 
u to oh ren and rational p r I ti n 
in hi final hapt r ummarizin , th 
oppo ition to hatological al ulation. 
From Rabbi Jonathan who in th third 
c ntur xclaim d P ri hall tho wl o 
cal ulat the nd or from th Amora 
Hill l who roundly d clar d Th J w 
hav no I iah to xp t, for th hav 
already con um d him in th day of 

II z kial ' Dr. ih· r l t.. u h ar th 
• i of tho: "h I r i • l th futilit 

an l th lang r f ,tll . u ·h au mi t: , t 
math mati <ll nl :. i:rni pr ci:ion. 

Th r w r f w " h r 'l at l R [ l I i 
Hill ·l'. l ·f n:i,· di ·l um that th I . -

. iah ha l alr ·• Ir ·om . .. l r >ft n, 
lik .. I >. : ibn (,ika illa, tl1 . r d • ·lar l 
th, t m<. t < f th Bil,li ·al pa::a(I' _. on 

whi ·h .u·h >mJutali<u. w ·r\ lw d 

l all ,·it h c·< ndil i u: in Bi hi la:: and 
1 h r m t f 1t ur . 

. : 1 m Ezra. th . rt I 
that th trul ,. I . iaui • 1 a .. n : in th 
Bibi ,. r int ·nt i n:tll ind fin it a: t 
lirn •. •• God d . H >t hi I a mall r 
from Hi. pr ph L rnld > . Jl , inform him 

that it i: a . r ·t, nt · lo r •y •a l it t >rn n 
Yl > ar man .. I err : I< ,. ·r than th 

proph t thr u ,h . uc-h f l l m an. a 

ouuting th Yalu >fl ·tt r:. 0th r: 

li - L n d ~I I na, at Lt ·k l th ·hol 

•. t n of al ali.tic jug r} ·r. of 1 tt r. 

and • I:. • .. \nv n ma· di:coY r 
anythi, h wi:11 . h. ,. :u h m :m and 
pr r ~n y fal: h I all l an r utlan<li ·h 
n tion. 'u h m th l: ma h 
1 lo ,. I to J r v : n l li:pro • 
th . am hing. ' ,Yith :ant, and final 
mi ha:i: J u<lah H -Cha:i l ntrn. : ' If 

a man pr ph . .., ·ing .:thout th 
I .. ia h kn w that h i: ith r a :or r r 
r ngag d in ·it h raft. ' 

\V e: n h rat ful to Ahl a Hill I 

'ilY r f r hi: lahori u: ~·ork f hon t 
• ·h lar:hi1 a: Y ll a.' f r th a ad mic 
r :trai1 t d1i ·h h ha · imJ o.· I n him-

If in • !h ·ing ,ill d 1mati pronounc - . 
mnt:. II 1lad · n au · . Frmthe 
failur of th div r. al ulation the 
r ad r ju<lg that th I ·iah ha not 
y t m . \Yh n will h com ? Ri ing 
from Dr. il r' appalling r cord of 

f ianic mi calculation and looking. 
upon unr gen rate I ra J thi re iewer 
can do no mor than ay ith the 
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rcstl under the anttclp tltlon of the 
world's end and h nee Jt!.'lua f ced a. 
"sltuo.tlon l\lld not a. theory," which 

supplies a. key for understanding hl.6 
career. The Mo.cmllla.n Company New 

York. 



Me ianic Speculation in Israel, by bba Hillel 
Silver, D.D. 26 pp. facmillan. 3.50. di tin
guish d I veland Rabbi her<' outlin . th story of 
Me ianic hop among the J ws from th first through 
the s v nt nth r nturi . H analyz s th t chniqu 
and method. of M .. ianic calculation , points out, th ir 
hi toric ron. qu nc . , and xplains th<' opposition by 
many j ws through lh c nturie. to M sianic sp cu
lations. From the Christian . tandpoint, such sp cu
lations are futil , b rause we beli v , of cour. e, that 
the Me. siah came in the p rson of JC'sus; from the 
standpoint of the lib ral J w, surh sp culations ar 
equally futile, sinre h doe not exp<'c th M s iah 
to com , as an individual at all. Rabbi ilv r's book 
mainly cone rns J ws; but stud nts of r ligiou hi tory 
in g neral will find the work both intere ting and 
illuminating. 
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