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BEACON PRESS, INC. 25 Beacon Street 

Rabb i Ab a _. i.LLe.L S1.L ve 
The Ter p.Le 
E . 105th Street and . se~ Ro
Cleve.1.and, Onio 

Dear Rabbi Si.L er : 

Boston S, Massi1d1usetts 

January 31, 1957 

e ould .LiKe very much to include in our Be con paper cK 
series, with whic h you are dou t.Less fami.tiar, a reprint of 
your vES A- IC S ECULT I . I IS tAEL . I have ritten to 

acrn i.L.1.a about t t i s, an o they have informe me t ~ ... a t t ne 
r · nts were returned to ou whe n tne oo was declare out • 
of pri nt . 

Uur standard ro a1.t rat s are b,o o he J.ist price of' the 
ap rback, an these r.e the terms' e o 1 - o~fer on t i s 

booi-c . I very rn uc 1 ope t st ou m u.1 .11ke us to incl ude the 
book in our series , nd I furt1er ope t a t yo u woul e inter
es t e ~ i prepar i nf scme sort of preface :nic mint take 
co nizance of the scnolarship hicn has accurnu.Late • since tne 
da.te of or1 ina.L pub.Lication . T1.is who.Le subject is of sucn 
essentia.L interest to botn Jes an Cnristians and your o~n 
treat .en~ 1s so compe.tlin, that I very much ho pe e i.Ll be 
ab.Le to maKe tnis book avai.Lab.Le to a ne 1 an much wider aud
ience i n Beacon paperbacks . 

I lo k forwar to he ing from yo · . £ eanwhi1e, bent is es . 

Sincer .Ly , 

~-a~JQ__ 
1 homa . B.ted oe 
..i.rector 

TEU:PHONL: (APJlOL 7-1660 • CABLE ADORES~ : BEAPR :>S, 80 TO, 
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BEACON PRESS, INC. 25 Beacon Street 

<.. Boston 8, Mass,h:husetts 

February 12 , 1957 

Rabbi Abba Ii .Lle l Si.1ver 
1he Temple 
East .tU5th treet at Ansel Road 
C.leve1and , hio 

Dear abbi ilver : 

1hanl s for your note of Februar 7th . Our time schedu~e for 

a reprint of 1 ESSIA. IC S ECULATI J IN ISRAEL can be tied 

directly to your own p o ram . Obvious~y the earliest date 

we could pl n to publish it wou.Ld be the sprin of' .1958 , ✓ 
vhich would mean de.Livery of the Einal • nuscript of the 

Preface by, say , September .1st oft is year . I do not 

have in mind a .Lon pr face , rath o e of s T ten pa ·es 

which wou~d revie~ the vorK th t ha een done int e fie.Ld 

since the pub.Lic~tion of your boo1 ad re.Late thi wor 

to your om thesis . As I said in m revious letter your 

basic conc.Lusions have he.id up so wel.L th t such reviei 

is a~l t hat w u.ld b e ca~le d for . 

If t his schedule ma es s nse for you , and you would liKe 

me to prepare and ~o r rd cont acts to you, p.Lease let me 

n ov . If y ou need more tine , we can of cour e advan c e the 

book a season a.Lthough I ~ould very uch like to havo i t 
a s soon as -possible . 

ith best wishes , 

Sincere~ , 

T .. .1omas A. B.le s o e 
Director 

TELl:PHONI:: (APllOL 7- 1660 • (ABU: ADDRtS~: BEAPRESS, BOSTON 
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BEACON PRESS, INC. 25 Beacon Street 
Boston 8, Massachusetts 

February 21 , J. 57 

Rabi Abba Hi.Lle Silver 
'11 e Temp le 

st J.05t treet as Ansel Road 
CJ.eveland Ohio 

Der Rabbi s·1ver : 
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April 9• 19S7 

Rabbi Joseph S. Shubow 
12S Holland Road 
Corner Fisher 

Brookline u6 • sa • 

" dear Josepha 

Thank you so much tor sending a copy ot your review or 111T 
IIESSllKIC S CULATIO I t_ which appeared 1n your T•ple 
B'nai oahe dicati Book. 

I appreciate your thoughttulne•s 'ftl"J' ch i n d. 

It was nry p sant to e you in oston nd hope we shall 
haft the opportunity or seeing each other soon a in. 

'i th warmeat re d , I re in 

oat cordially youn• 

RIIJEL SILVFJl 
AHSaal 
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'Z on will oc rcae ·,ma hro I It righteous -- , 11~ 1.1 ~ l l 

dictated 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te ple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road .r ( (r 
Cleveland 6, Ohio I t:;>:> ">? J p/Je 

1 
1? l '" J f j) (,;1 fc 

.,. 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

I deeply appreciate your recent letter to me for rrry review 
of your gr at work, MESSIA IC SPECULATION IN ISRAEL, and I 
promise you--with the help of Heaven--when the book is re
published, I shall rewrite that review with a new interpretation. 

You will be leased to learn that I have relieved you of the 
burden of coming to our annual e ~ngland Zionist Convention. 
I do want to spare you somewhat for I know how great is the 
demand for your precious time. 

We have been able to obtain Dr. E anuel Neumann as our speaker 
at our June 16 Convention. 

I am, however, reserving the right, with the help of Heaven, 
some time during the coming year, possibly at our American 
Zionist Fund Dinner, November 3, to call upon your great 
gift and to be our spokesman at a great function that we are 
contempl:iting. In the name of all our zealous, enthusiastic, 
and appreciative Zion~sts, I am putting in a bid for your ap
pearance now. I do hope you will reserve November 3 for us. 

fl' ~ '( f, <'y ~) ;a 7' / _}),,I .3 / 'f3J. °' ?' 
Sincerely yours, .J r 

~~>,.1k 

JSS/ey 



'When 'Will The J\l[essiah Come ) . 

MESSIANIC SPECULATION IN ISRAEL 
By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

( P11/Jlished 1,y the ,\locll/illcm Cowpi111y , 1927) 

,\ Re,·iew hy RABBI JOSEPI I SI lt\LOl\l ~I ILIBO\V ( \\ ' ritten in 1927 ) 

t\n excellent and scholarly book entitl •d "J\ lessianic 

'peculation In Israel", comes fn rn the pen of 1\bba 

1 lillcl Siker, Rabbi of lc,-cLmd ,me.I one of the lead 

ing Zionist figures in 1\merica. Though Dr. Sih er is 

known chief!~ as a preacher and public speaker, thi!-. 

book will establish hi-; reputation a!-. a scholar. It is sig

nificant that this work was basic,tlh the thesis \\'hich 

\A'On him the D.l). degree at the I lcbrc\\' Union Col

lege. This is one of those rare c.k ctoral dissertations 

which both s:1tisfy the exacting demands of scholarship 

and stir the intere!>t of the lay reader. 

The work ol' Dr. ' ih-er deals with a .·earching 

history ol' the litcratu1-c of l\ Ics~ianic ' peculation among 

the Jews from the first centur~ to the se,Tntcenth. The 

author declares that three factors contributed to the 

spread of the 1cssianic belief in l -racl: ''the loss ol' 

national independence . . . the will to li\'e ... , as 

a rehabilitated people in iLs naLion,1I home, and the tin 

faltc.:ring faith in di\'ine ju!>tin: by \\'hose eternal canons 

the nation,11 restoration was infallibly prescribed.". ( p. 
I , ) . 

\Ve arc told that the l\ kssiani • hope was a blend

ing ol' politics, religion ,md moraiity. At first the ide:11 

was chiefly temporal, for it was a qucstton of liberation 

from the oppression ol' Rome. i\lystical religious cle

ments were indeed strong. Finally ''the ideal e,·ol\'cd 

into supcrnaturali~rn ,1s th' ta!-.k ol' n,1tional redemption 

and uniYcrs.d conversion appeared progrcssi,·cl) more 

difficult or accompli!-.hment through human effort 

alone''. 

1 he inordinary suffering ol' the people at the bc

ginninc, of the period or in later periods was infJam

mablc material for l\lcssianic thouoht. The harshness 

of the Exile ever h 'Pl orccn in the Jc\ 's n1emor ' the 

pl asantness or Zion whither he \\ as to b' kc.I by the 

i\lcs!-.i.ih. l he tcnclenn of the times .me.I kL, note to 

the inner structure or the mind .rnd he.1rt or the Jew 

may indeed be su nmed up in the \\ ord!-. or J\ l oses , \I 
bclda or the Si .· teenth centun: "ikhold \\e "ho arc 

in this long and bitter exiic, arc \\ .1rr:111tcd in l10pi11 1~ 

for our Hcc.lemption for tlm.T r<.\ l!-.0Jh : l'ir..,t. lwc.llN' of 

God's compas i n, for the mcrcic'> ol' the I ord .ire un 

ending; sc ·ond, h ·c.1use ol' Lhe , indication ol' Cod\ 

name \\ hich h.,s been prol'.111nl amon g the 1ut1011 ... ; ;111cl 

third, bec.1usc ol' Cod.., promi..,, ·, lor I le is n-rt .1i11 lo 

keep I Ii s \\Ord. " 

rl he Je\\S al\\':!) !-. felt cert,1in that lkdclllption 

would come, but the question ol' time \\ ,,.., urn.crL1i11. 

1 lcncc dreamers, scholars, c.dculator.., !-.ou ght out hy 
various methoch, h~ ;1 stud) or the ~;1crell nooks to 

arrive at a pos!-.iblc d.ite \\ lien the i\ le!-.s1 ;d1 \\ ould c< 1 Hl'. 

EspcciaJly the Hool- ol' D.micl .md its cnigm.1lic allu 

ions furnished a l'c rtil • l'ield lor i11•erpret;1tio11, con 

jectur • and compul,1,io11. Jo nwdcrn!-., in the !-.lightc!-.t 

degree imbued \\'ith tk scientil'ic, ration.ii spirit, the 

entir' businc!-.s !-.<.Till s ... o .1bsu1d :111d i11dcl'emil>lc. But 

we must 1-emcmbcr the gre;1l coml'c,rt and buo} ant 

force that a d" lu!->ion or ,1 killucii1 :1tio11 ma, constitute 

111 the life of' man. 

Some gre:1t reli .~ion!-> arc huilt 011 such ;1 b.1!-.is. The 

question reall} presents itself :1:-. to whether the ideal 

is real I Jess real than the re.ii il!-.ell, ii' it is producti\ c 

or results akin to tlw!->c ol' the real. 

lost Jewish thinkns hec.:rnc resigned to the D ias 

porn, thouoh not reconciled ; \\hcre:1s others spent their 

earth! existence in "Calculating ;md renching out to 

the plan ·t • ol' eternit} which the) thought were within 

their own reach hut which ~ c.1r al'ter ) car and age 

al'tcr a 1c s ·emccl lo <.'!-.Cape the c,dculator!-.". 

(261 ] 



\Vll N \V111 Till ,\II·,, /All CO,\IF? 

l he author tr,1ce, the -..ton of the :\ks-..ianic c.d 

culations from the destruction ,ol thc ~l'CotHI I cmpl • 

in the yc:1r 70 10 the time or ~h.ihlwt.ii /chi, th e gn.\ tt 

csl of the pscudoi\lc.,si,1hs, in the 17th tTntul\. In thi-.. 

hook he anal~ 1es the method ;111d tcchniqu/ im okcd 

in these calculations, indicates their hi-..toric continuit, 

and persistence and re, c,1ls the inlwspit,ihlc \\ dcom~· 

gi ,cn then b) the saner eltm:..·nts in Je\\r). 

'1 he book is di, idcd into 1h1ee p ;11 b: Purl I, ,\ le~ 

siunic Clllc11/ntio11 include" I he I .1lmudic Period , The 

i\ lohammed,111 Period, 1 he Period of the Crusades, the 

years 1200 1ro, fhe )cars 1350 1492, The Sixteenth 

(_ entur) and ·1 he 17th Ccntur) ; />w I I I, Oppo~ilio11 lo 

,'1essiw1ic Calc11/a1io11. dcmonslr;1ted the \\,ti] ol oppo 

sit ion ,, hich this searching into thL' un kno\\ ,1blc c1uscd 

in the da, s of the Talmud, es11t·ci.1lh, the Po-..t I al 

,nudic Pe1:iod; /\,,-1 JI/ deaf-; ll';°J/1 ,\f;,1/uulolo!!,_1; here 

the author anah 1c the t'i, c methc ,ds discernible a mono 
- r-, 

calculators; ( I ) the ll',C or the nook or l),111iel, ( 2) 

Other Biblical 'J cxts, ( 3) Other Lxib,, ( -+ ) Ccmatrie, 

Notarikon, Zintf, I liluf, ' lcmur,1h .111d ( 5 ) , \strolog), 

ln the ·1 ,ilmudic period before 70, the outstanding 

figure is naturalh k:,,us, "ho ,, L' arc told ''if lie be 
lic\'ed himself to ·he· the lc~siah clearh did not makt 

this the essential part or this prodam~1tion." p. 11 ) 
But Paul was sure of I Ii" (\lcssiahship. I lcncc, \\ 'l' h.nc 

a decided difference hct\\cen the Cospcl of jcsus and 
the Cospcl ol' Paul. • 

ln the Period 70 175, \\ c h.n e sc, era I great rab 

binical figures who encourage the p ·oplc "ith thc hope 

of the coming ol' the \lcssi.ih. 'J he sages Yokrn :111 bcn 

Zallai, Elic1cr bcn I I~ rc,111os, Dicier ben , \1ariah, 

Jose the Cali lean Judah, i\:chorai, 1 chcmiah, Uca:,,ar 

bcn ' imon arc recorded as h:I\ ing expressed thcmsch cs 

hopefully about when the i\ lcssiah might be expected. 

Jewish lit'' was now l"illcd \\ ith hope ahou_t the 1cs 

sianic arri\ al, not on!~ hcc.1u:,,e the pcop;e "ere :,,uffer

ing under Roman opprcs~ion, hut al~o beca use their 

chronology led them to belie, e that the~ \\'ere on the 

threshold or the i\lillcnium. ,\nd Josephus the historian 

ol' that period states that his gcncr,ition regarded itself' 

at the close of the lillcnium. , \ pc,pular belief' \\'as 

that on the da) when the l cmplc \\,ls destr<>)l'd, the 

lessiah was born. 

Rabbi Sil\'cr quDtes a passage from the i\ l ishnah 

Sotah (1 ' , 12-15 ) , full of tra~ic p,Hhns, indicating th' 

·orrow and curse that engulkd the people af'tcr the 

!'all of Jcrw,alcm: "l rom the da) that the Temple was 

destro)ed the lw111ir ( a \\'Orm that cuts stones with a 

glance) ceased to c i:,,t, and the 1\o{el Z11fi111 ( I Ion') 

ccrnb) as well as the men or faith ... , th '1-c is no 

da_ which docs not bring with it a curse; the de\\ 

nc,Tr descends for ,1 hlcssi ng, tlic ta:,,tc is gone from 

the fruit, e,·cn the fat from the crops ... the l lal,eri111 

( scholars Ii, ing under a rigid regime of' I c, itic,11 Pu 

rit~ ) and the men of CAccllcnu: h.n e hccn put to 

'>hame, the men of action h,I\ e lk'l' ll impm erishcd, hut 

~he men of' , iolcnce and sL1ndcr ha, c IK'comc power 

I ul and no one seemed lo seek or rnquirc Ater Cod ... tlll' 

I luh1111i111 ( the sages ) h.i\l' become like the Soferi111 

scribes) , the :o{eri111 like the I lu:=m1i111 tc.ichcr, ol 

)Oung and not to be confused \\ith c.1ntor, of tod,I\ ) , 

the l la==m1i111 like the 1\111e lw , \re' :: ( the ignora 1~t ) 

and the 1\111e lw 1\rel : .1rc gro\\'ing poorer and poorer" 

p. 23 ). 

-1 he Period 17- to 500 conl.iim sc, era! famou<, 

names, Doctors of the L1\\', that arc linked with Jes 

sianic calculation; '1 he Rabbis Do:,,a, I lanina, t\shi. 

, \lso the false i\ lcssiah, i\ loses of' 'retc, app •a red in 

the -+th century. 1t is \\ ortln of note as the author 

points out, that Palcstini ,111 ·le\\ n was more carried 

a\\ ay b) i\ lcssianic calculatic~n l;ec.1u<,e in the fifth 

-cntur) the) suffered hitter!), :.heir colleges were 

clo ·ed and the people persecuted; whereas Bah, Ionian 

Jcwr~ prospered. -

\ \'c next h,\\ c the period ol' Christi.111 \th cnti:,,m 

with its ape in the lontanist movement led lw the 

ccstati • ,ision,uie, Nontanth, Prisca, J\l.1xirnilla, : \tha

nasius, Justin, 1crtulli.1n, Origcn, I lippol) tus, ' ) ril 

and others. ·1 h ·sc c,1rh Christians took o,·cr not onh 

their "entire apocal) ptic par,1phcrnalia, alrcad~ con~ 

plctd) de, eloped in apocal) ptic and pseudcpigraphic 

literatur from J uc.laism but also the , en method and 

matter of 1cssianic chronolog) ... ( p. 32 ) . ·1 he Book 

of Daniel was again considered as the loc11s clussic11s 
of th· solution. 'J he meaning ol' the phrase in Daniel, 

( lcmocd mo,1dim \ .,hatsi ) "time, time~ ~me.I h,dl' a 

Lime" arc keen I\' debated. 'J he , c,1r 500 \\'as ol't con 

sidcred as the )-l',1r of the cc rnin~~ of the :\ lcssiah. 

1 he l\ lohammedan Period is fraught ,, ith a num 

ber of the lll)Stic calcul,llors, including The i\lidrashic 

, \po ·a l~ pscs: Pirke de Rabbi Dicier, hen Yohai, lid 
rash of the '1 en Kings, I he Pr.l) er or ' imon hen 

Yohai J'hc , \lphabct or Rabbi \kiba, The '->ton or 
Daniel, The Book of Zcrubbab ·I. Besides the c ·a po

cal) p cs arc treated ~aadia, the Kar.iitcs, and the three 

pscudo-l\kssiahs of the period. ,\ftcr the failure of the 

appearan e of the l\ kssi.1h in 500, it was l' ·pccted If c 

,,ould appear after the as ·endenc~ of Islam. 

1 he Period o[ the rusades abounds in Jewish 

miserv; hence it contains sc,Tral important "calculators 

of th~ end", including e, en th · great poetic philoso 

phic and rabbinic gcniu. e 'olomon lbn Cabirol 

Rashi Judah I talc, i, and i\laimonidc . ' l'\ era] ps ·udo-

lcssiahs ,1lso app ·.ired, the most f'.1 cinating of the e 

was D,n i<l Al ro~ . 

[262] 



WIIE 1 Wll L THE IE /i\H COME? 

In the period L00-Iro, wlwn :111 Europe ,,as in 
a great spiritual ferment, the era that marked the last 
Crusades and the appearance of St. Francis \ ssissi, 
shows a persistent adherence to the practice of l\ l s 
sianic calculation. \Ve meet important names, including 

ahmanidcs, Isaac l lale,·i, , \bul.ifia, the Zohar, Sef cr 
he Tenumah, Ccrsonidcs, and others. ,\ oain the dif-,.., 

fcrcnt dates in the Book of Daniel arc utilin'd. 'J hl 
mystical significance of the I lchrew letters, ,·owcls, 
numerals and the tetragrammaton itself is st res. eel ;1s 
most significant in calculating the end .. \hulafia de 
clarcs : "Israel suffers in exile because it has forgotten 
Cod's true name, and onh lw rnc;rns of the knowlccloc . ~ ~ 

of' the true name of Cod will the Redemption he 
brought about'' ( p. 89) . ln the Zohar arc found sc,·
cral dates as to the coming of tlw 1\ lcssiah. The , car 
164 is often mentioned as a l\lcssianic ,car. Tt; be 
sure, the ,Tar 1648 marked the end or' the Thirt,· 
Years \ 1\!;11_- in Eu.rope and the ongrcss of \ Vestphali ,~, 
hut l'or jc,, s it pro,-cd to he the , car or horrors - the 
massacrc:s of ,hmclnid.i. Thi. p~'riod contains ;H least 
th rec pseudo- kssia hs. 

The years 1350-1-1-92 saw th ' con ummation or the 
rragcdy or Jc\\ ish Ia tional ]if e in the great ~panish 
lnquisition and expulsion from Spain. ' irneon bcn 
Zcmah Duran presents th' year 1850 as the t\kssiani • 
year, based on Job, E,ckiel and Daniel. I le also pr -
diets the foll of i\loh.1mmcdan rule in 1912 - and this 
was the ,-car or the Balk111 \Vars which caused the 
European· \Var in 1914 greatly weakening Turkish 
rule. Only one pseudo-1\lcssiah appeared in thi: period, 

lo cs Botarcl, whose i\ lcssianic prelcnsiom,. Dr. ' ihTr 
contends \\'ith reason, could not haH' been bcli ·, cd h, 
the great philosopher of the period, I lase.bi 1-csL·a~, 
contrary Lo existing letters. 

The sixteenth century abounds in great names. The 
most famous arc lsaac Abarbancl or whom the author 
writes as follows: ",\barbanel is ·n yclopedic in his 
•rasp of the .i\lcssianic material and his works arc the 

most complete and thorouohooino or their kind in the 
whole field or Jewish ac.l\ enlist literature" ( p. 116) . 
Llnlik ' Crescas he regarded the bclicl' in the t\ lcssiah 
was a "Sine qua, non· ol' Judaism. I le bcli\'cd the Alcs
·iah was born before the 'panisi1 edict of expulsion. 
1591 is his ultimate date !'or the ach-ent of the lcs
siah. The lcssianic prognostications ol' , \bra ham I la 
k, i, lolko Dato and especial!~ ol' lsaac Luria, the 
father of the modern Kabala arc gi, en due attention. 
The , cars 1575 159 . 1608 arc gi,·en as possibl dates. 
Da\'id lbn t\bi Zimra seeks to lil't the curse placed by 
ome Rabbis on those \\'ho calcuLHc the end. I le main

tains this curse is meant onh for those who lc~we the 
fold al'ter disappointment but· not for those who remain 
tcadfa t in their faith de ·pitc the fal nc of th al-
ulation : " alculating th end doc:, not ne arily 

mc;m f'orcino the hour. It hcl1)s to st1engthcn thosl' 
~ . 

who oro\\' wean or the long exile." ( p. 142) . 'J hi" .., . 
period has the ordinar~ hanTst >f p~eudo ~kssiahs in 
eluding ,\:her L acmmlein, D,n·id Rcubcni ancl Solomon 

lol ko a f'ascinati ,wh heroic clwractcr. i\ lolko gained , /"'"'I .. 

co;1sidcrable credence hccause he successful!~ prl'dictcd 
the l'loocl or the Tiber on October 8 I S30. I k rin.111~ 
died a r.n :trl) r at the stake. 

\Ve now come to the 17th centur~, the p ·riod ol 
the Thirtv Years· \V.1r, the (oss,K k Hehcllion ,me.I the 
~reat psc~1do l\lcssiah '->habbctai Zchi. '1 hue \\:ts then 
considerable m~ sticism :1mong the Christians ,Is \\ ell 
,ls among the Jc\\s. J,1coh Boehme, •• 1 he shoem,11 er 
theosophist of the Henaissance" ( p. l L ) . l ~·!~u1l1.1ucr 
, \l stcd, La PeHe1-c '->:idler. ;tll proclaimed th' , ·orltl 
"as on the thr~·sholcl ol' the Creal Visitation. E, en the 
reno\\ nccl scientist '->ir ls.1 ,1c Ne\\ ton \\'role a ·om 
mcntary on the Book or Daniel ,rnd l rognostic;lled the 
fall of the pap;ic~ in 1670. rhe )Car 1648 was regarded 
as the Jewish lcssi ,111ic ~e,1r and l(>M> as the C. hrist
ian, and the latter \\'as the year of the appearance 
ol' ' habheta Zchi, who ,tpp,irentl~ 1-nc\\ ho\\' the ~ e;1r 
1666 \\as regarded in l: ngland he ·a use his Lither , as 
the agent in Sm~ rna 1>l' an Lnglish exporting firm . 
The l ·ading calculator" or the age "ere I la)~ ir.n Vital. 
Isaac I lorn\\ it,, Yom ·1 oh Lipman I feller, Joseph Sam 
bari, Isaac ( ohcn, , ' athan t'\at.1 ~pira , Samuel h.1 
Kohen and the celebrated l\ knassah hen Israel, "ho 
plcaclcd with Cronrncll to permit the Jews to re cntc, 
England . o that the children of lsracl might he scat 
tercel m·cr the four corners of the earth - a condition 
necessary to redemption ( p. 189) . 

Part 11 of Dr. Sih er\ learned worl, narrates the 
oppos1t1on to lcssianic Calculation, encountered in the 
Talmudic and post- l'almudic periods: "lt was consist 
ently and ,,chemently opposed right tbrough the ~ cars" 
( p. 195) . ' omc rabbis placed a curse upon the cal 
culators, denied thu:n a portion in the world to come; 
others merely laughed at the attempt~ at prognostic., 
tion as futile and clelusi\'l'. ' imilarl~ some ,hristian 
\\'riters discouraged calculation. The Spanish Rahhi, 
Isaac , \ rnma ( l Sth ccntun) cthicallv defends the in
scrutability of the ach cnt or the i\ 1essiah, for "were 
the time of Redemption fixed and l,nown, men would 
cca e to fight ·in and c, ii and forego the struggle for 
moral perfection, which must precede the hour of He 
dcmption l-no\\'ledge of the e act da) of dcli,·erance 
leads to r.noral anarchy." p. 220). 

,\brah;·r.n lbn Ezra, the great ~laimonides, ( re" 
·as, ,\Ibo, all these thinkers term the m)sticism o[ l ·t
ters and the methods of fanta.,tic Interpretation as 
, ·anitv and aimlc. sness. ,\,ariah dci Rossi ( critic and 
·ch l;r f the 16th rcnturv) onclemns 1\ lcs, ianic cal-
ulation as futile. Ile decl;res: "The Lord alone i our 
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\Vlll ,\ ' Will 'Jill ,\l/~ ' JJ\/1 CO.\llt 

s1hation, and I le ,1lone I nm,s tht time thereof'." p. 

2_3 ) . The s:1gc:s ,rnd scholars d ' the modern period 

nc,cr tire e-.l10r1inv the IX'OJ)le to thorouoh re1x·nt,1nc:e 
~ ~ ' 

contrition or heart and purgation of' soul as the l'<lta 

I~ sts which ma:1 has ten the ,1ch cnt nf the ~ les. i,1h. Re 

clcn1ption \\e arc assured is bound to follow the exile 

,IS the da~ folio\\ s the night hut "c must not forestall 

the will or 11:.-.ncn. l his is a frequent argurn(nt of 

I he times. 

\ most irrcconcil.1hle ,md dcstructi, c L'rwm, or the 

method, technique and b,1sis ol' I he kahb.il ,1 is l con 

de i\lodcn,1 ( 1571 -1648 ) . I le l.1ughs this m~sticism 

- out ol court. I le d:.'ridcs the K,1hb:distic method tints: 

''the~ seek to !'inc.I proof for their idc.is in the Bible h~ 

means of substituted ,,ord, n,tmt•s Ccmatria, l 1t>taril,on, 

iri1f and J lilufim . . \II these 111L'thods arc postulates, 

arl1itrary assumptions and pure il1\ cn11ons. It is h~ 

wa? of fitting the foot to the shoe or L1shioning a shoe 

inw ,, hich any foot c,m go" ( p. 235 ) . ' imilarl~ man~ 

oth:•rs denounced the m~ sties as pr,JCticing \ ,mit~ and 

fals,• di, ination. The ri •1sco or ~h.ihbctai Zehi, the false 

~ lc~siah did tend to sober the minds of e, en of th' 

c, trrmc Kabh,1lists them!:>eh e"i. 

r ' he third part o:· this \\ork is entitled "\kthodo 

ICig_ •• and describes the f'iH' methods used b~ i\lc!:>si,rnic 

calculators: The Dool, of' D.1nicl, Other Biblical 'l exts, 

( dwr Exilic periods, Cematri,1 and ,\st1olog~. Gematria 

\\',ts the interpretation of a ,,or,I in accorc.lanc • "ith 

the numerical , ,1lue ol' its letters. Rcbted to this 

m~'I hod were , ot;1rikon .rnd Lirul' or 11 iluf, , ' ot:1rikon 

is th' !:>amc ,ls acrostics ,tnd lirur or 11 iluf i!:> the trans 

position of the letters of a \\ord ( an ,1gram ) . l cttcr 

mvsticism \\'a!:> of' inc.1lculable influence in se, era! per 

ioc.ls ol' Jc\\'ish histor~. Cordm ero 16th Ccntur~ 

Sf)(':tks or the spiritu :11 ,1utonorn~ or the I lcbrew alpha

b t, "the letters h.n c their sour,.L' in Cod and from 

him the, emanate" ( p. _-J-(, ) ;\ L1imonic.les ",ls strongly 

opposed to ,1lph,1buic tlll'osoph~. In his monument.ii 

wnrk Tl1e Guide to the />crph•H•cl, h( ,, rites: ''You 

must he\\.tre of sh.iring the error of those ,,ho \\rite 

;i rnlcts. \\'h,1tc,cr ~m, hc.1r from thecn or read in 

r ll'ir \\orks, cspcciall~ in rcf'crL·ncc to the n.1mcs "hi ·h 

tlK·~ form h~ comhin.iticm!:> is utterly senseless ... Tb 
tion,d persons ought not to listen to such men, nor in 

,11w \\ ,I\' belie, c their ,1ssertions." ( uotcd I)\ Siker, 

p. 253 . 

, \strolo~~ ",is .111other method emplo~ cd, I hou~li 

it h,1d traditional I~ h Tn hr.me.led ,I!:> .1 pr,tcticc of' the 

he,1then. onl'licl ing opinions t-.111 he presented on thi, 

score. Some ~cholar, c1mc to its delen. , others ,11 

t,td.ed it merciless!~, depcndin~ cm the n,llurc of' the 

period and the signs of' the time!:>. 

l hose "ho knm, of n.,bbi , \bb., If illel ih 'r -

and the, arc \'l'n rn .111, - kno\\ \\'h,tt an intcn"ich 
I I # ,I 

.ictiH· life he leads. I hough stiil onl~ ,1 ~oung man 

- he \\ ,1s born in 1893 - he is ,1dmircd for his gold n 

eloquence in all the l.1rgcr communities from the 1\t 

l.intic to the Pacif'ic. I le speaks e,·er~ where, and on 

man~ topics, though Zionism, P 1lestinc, Judaism, 1\m

cricanism, : ducation, ,111d the Public \ \'clf.ue arc his 

prdcrrc<l interests. l hat !:>uch an intense!) busy 111 ,111 

,lwuld man,1gc to . teal .n,·a~ l'rc rn the rumble and din 

of the ,,. >rlcl ,111d cloi..,tcr himself in hi!:> stud~ to \\ori

on the literary hist or~ or ..,o difficult ,1 problem ,ls t\ ks 

si.1nic calcul.1tions in ,ill age!:>, is ;in indication of a 

happ~ blending or sen ice .ind scholarship, a h,1rm 

cmious combination or the , it .1 acti, J ar d the , ita con 

tcmplati. Dr. ~ih cr's ,, ork is ,1 111,1!:>tcrl~ presentation 

ol a most abstruse theme and ,, ill prm c of unusu,al in 

tcrcst to Jews and Chris1i ,111s .1likc, l'or apocal) ptic lil 

lcnariani!:>m ,, ill c, er persist ;1s the concomitant shadow 

or the real it) of sorro" . . \nd pcrh,1ps ~ I illenariani<;m 

is the reality and life the sh,1dow! ,\t all c,·cnts, J r. 

'->ih er has \\ rittcn a book to ,, hich one will gladly re

turn for light on a stirring subject. 

L v 

I ( 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

The ,Cibrary 

CLIFTON AVENUE CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

June 3, 1957 

E. 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio l 

Dear Abba: 

In answer to your requewt of March 27, I am sending you a 
list of all the books we have on the subject that have been 
published since 1927, giving the F.nglish translation where 
available, rather than the original. I am not as competent 
as you are in judging which are the outstanding works. 
We have no record of ~rticles, but I do not believe there 
have been any of importance. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Simon Cohen 
Reference Librarian 

SC:mr 



June 6, 19$7 

• s n Co n 
Reference brari.an 

bnnr • on Colle 
Clltton A~am• 
( incimati 2 • o 

dear Si i 

Thank 7ou 
boolca 00 

tioo ry 

o c or your in 
sianic speculation. I 
ch ifln•-d• 

th w naaat re d, in 

A aal 

in e t list ot the 
your ready coopera-

ery cordially your•, 



• 51110n Cohen 
Reference ·branan 
H Union Colle 
Clifton ~ 
Cincinnati 20, O ·o 

Y dear S ODI 

une 7, 195'7 

it f you ould send the fo llori books 
...-.r.,..,~sal I 

c. villy. sbbonoth HaS!!:lla ( • ) 19u9 

L. .. . ro • 

i • 

·- ura• 

• 1 At 



,,J. Shvill7. Heshbonoth Hageulah (Heb.) 1949. 

A. Bentzen. King and Messiah. 1955. 
e. J. J. Briere-NarboMe. Exegese apocrzph• des propheties messianigues. 1937. 

-

-
-
-

E. Browne. 

" 

" 
fl 

" 

midrasigue des propheties messiangues. 1935. 

talmudigue des prophetiee messianigues. 1932. 

targumigue des propeties messianigues. 1936. 

zoharigue des propheties messianigues. 1938. 

Le Messie eouttrant dans la litterature rabbinigue. 1940. 

Lee propheties messianigues de l•Ancien Testament dans 
la litterature juive. 1933. 

The Messianic hope in its historical ~tting. 1951. 

M. Buber. Koenigtua Gottea. 1956. 

Das Kommande. 1932. 

H. L. Ellison. The centrality of the Messianic idea. 1953. 

H. w. Ettelson. The Jewish idea of Messiah. 1936. 

H. Cressman. Der Mesai9s. 1929. 

J. Klausner. Der juedische Messias und der Christliche Messias. 1943. 

- • The Messianic idea in Israel. 1955. 

s. Mowinckel. He that cometh. 1956. 

H. Riqgren. The Messiah in the Old Testament. 1956. 

J. Saracheck. The doctrine of the Messiah in medieval Jewish literature. 1932. 

w. J. Wilde. De Meseiaansche oprottingen der mideeleeuwsche exegeten ... 1929. 

M. Zobel. Gottes Gesalbter. 1938. 

A. Tamares. Keneset Israel umilhomot hagozim (Heb.) 1920. 
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THE BEACON PRESS 
25 Cfiecux»i Sired <73os-fon 8 , r/1/!assaclUtSdts 

Rab bi Abba Hillel Silver 
HoteJ_ Haphael 
17 Av . r\.leber ::...i 
.t'aris X r1e, Fra.n ce 

De e r a bb i Silver·: 

Jul 11, 1957 

~o doubt an earJ.ier letter rom myself to you went astray . 
In it I remarkec on now deli ~nted I was to have initiated 
the in ere st of' tne Beacon Press in pu 1.ishin . a new edi ti.or 
of 1.ESSlA1JIC SrECUDF.1 1__,'!, L. IS1iAEL. As a sociologist-
specializing in the sociolo~y of relir l on as a mem er of the 
fac·L.1-1.ty at randeis Universi ty--your boo { has a v:[;Jys been 
a standard resource for my students and for myself . As an 
academic , ano as an editor, therefore , I shalj_ be immensely 
pleased to see it made availabl.e in a popular edition . 

In my earl.ier letter , I remarked on the necessity of a nef 
preface or introduction from your nand that wou.Ld take into 
account the scholarship on the probJ.em ns it has developed 
in the past twenty years . I know ~o a ree that the 
boo L. ought to appear with such a. pre ce e . And of 
course you may wish to make some emend ti or qualifi-
cations of points made in the text i D t~ course of your 
new introduction . As ~r . ~ledsoe indica ed , we have 
tentatively scheduled the book for appeara~ce in our paper 
bacK 1.ist of spring 1958 . 0ut t h is time table would de-
mand that ~-our introduction e in our hands at the be

0
innin • 

of September . \re eagerly await your response in t ni s matter . 
If you feel, as I do . , that a new introduction woul.d be most 
valuable, then we shall Keep the sprin ~ '58 listing tentative 
until we hear directly from you . 

. iea.nwhile , I remain, 

Yours faithfully , 

~~h · 1·· R .. . f 4 
.r l lp . le f 
Associ2.te Edi tor 
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BEACON PRESS, INC. 

September 19, 1957 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

25 Beacon Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 

Your letter of September 6th to Pb_ilip 
Rieff has come to me since he is on l eave 
this year at Stanford University Center for 
Advanced Study in the Beha vioral Studies. 

I am delighted to hear you are beginning 
to work on the preface. I will look forward 
to hearing from you as things develop. We 
have scheduled the book for next fall and 
would, therefore, like very much to have the 
introduction by the first of the year. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas A. Bledsoe 
Directer 



BEACON PRESS, INC. 
25 BEACON ST , BOSTON 8, MASS . 

I I U " .. ~ 
'"• f\ ,. ... . ~ 
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Rabbi Abba Hiliel Silver 
The Temple 

CAp,tol 7-3660 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 14, 1958 

At the time of our last correspondence we were both hoping 
that you would be able to finish the new introduction for 
MESSIANIC St'ECULATION IN ISRAEL by the first of this year . 

e are no going into production with the book, and our 
need is urgent . I hope very much that ~ou ili be abie to 
let me have the introduction shortly. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Thomas A. Bledsoe 



• ThOIDU A• Bledaoe 
Beacon Preas. Inc. 
2S Deacon treet 
P.oston 8, ••• 

dear r. ledeoes 

I regret very much that I have not be n able to nd dCJlffl the ntro
cmction to the SIAI C SPECULATION I I-w"£:6W at the time that you 
sug eted • ._._.,_ unfoneen dutie have crowded in upon ma and I 
baYe been cmpelled to delay quite a nuJlme:r of important assignments • 

..,. present preoccupation has be n t buil in or a new illlon
dollar annex to The Temple which has clai d much of my time and 
energy. 

I ba'Ye • h011ever, be gun work on the introduction and I ho to haft 
it ready tor you by the time the production ot the book neara 
completion. 

There are a f• corrections in the text or the book 1taelt which 
I should like to make. ould it be desirable that I send th on 
t.o you noa or wait tor the lley proota? 

th all good she a perm:I. t tor in 

Very cordially youra. 

AHS1al ABBA HILLEL SILVD 



February 2S,19S8 

Librarian 
Jewish Theological .... eminary 
3080 roadray 
es Y:,rk Cj_ty 27, • York 

ear Friendt 

I 

The aeon Press of Boston is reprinting. in a pape:r-bound edition, 
"History of 'essianic S culation in Israel (fr the first 

through the seventeenth centuries)" ich the cmillan Company 
publi abed some thirty years a • 

They would like to append to the vol bibliogr phy or the 
more important books w • ch have appe~re on the : essis.nic theme 
since the publication of m boo<. I would appreciate if' you v;cw.d 
help me prepare a short list of the more important recent studiea 
in this field. 

·1th kindest regards and all good wi hes• I rerna1 n 

Cordially your•• 

AHSsal ABBA HILIBL SILViB 
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OP'P'ICK OP' THE Ll ■RAMIAN 

THE LIBRARY 

OP' 

THE .JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEA8T CORNER, BROA0WAY ANO 122ND 8TRIEET 

NIEW YORK 27, N . V . 

Febru ry 2 , 1958 

ar .. ab i ilver : 

I th k ou for our letter o eb uary 25 . 
I rleli h t learn th t your im ort nt ook 
will soon e availa 1 in o ul r ed"tion . 

e pleased to 
i lfo,,.r h 

uld indly et us now 
only in tu~ies ·n the 

• i th ver.r e :it -vi , 

Sincerel urs , 

hum r . '"' rna 

rep re 
u in u ired 
er . ou re 
l"sh lan u cre . 

.., 

R 'hi Hil el Sil e r 
The rem le 

t 10 .,th . treet t nsel Ho d 
1 vel nd 6, hio 

am 



roh 5, 9S 

'r. 

na . ot rica 
y· 122nd St• 

dear "r. Sa_-rna 1 

2.r. t yen o 1ch t 
off r tc ssi n 
not be limit d to .i h 
wor ho~ c:1 

ARS1al 

shA , 

28th and fo~ our 
'lio phy. t ed 

l t.he mot ialportant 

°' cordial y ours-

AB m:LL SILV 

P .s. I shall be in f!lfl or on Tbursri y, ~ rch 2 h ard I hall 
give myaelt the pleasure ot calling n 701.1. T one or two 
references I want to check 011 in your library. 

A.H •• 



BEACON PRESS, INC . 

25 BEACON ST., BOSTON 8, MA SS 

CAp,tol 7-3660 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

arch 11, 19.58 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thomas Bledsoe has resigned as Director of the Beacon 
Press and r . Ed rd Darlin has been apoointed Acting Di
rector . Before he left, r . Bledsoe and I discussed your 
book MESSIANIC SPECUIATION IN ISRAEL and he ked me to re
ply to your letter of February 24t . 

Unfortunately, we cannot even sched le your book until 
we have the new introduction in our han , so it now appears 
that we will not be able to publish it a naperback on our 
Fall list. We are all very enthusiastic about it and hope to 
be able to do it soon . We would like very much to have the 
introduction as soon as you finish it, so that we will be able 
to go quickly into production when the decision is made to 

go ahead . 

e plan to reproduce the book by offset from the ori i
nal acmillan edition and will, therefore, have no galley 
proofs of the text itself . This will make it very difficult 
to make any corrections and we will not be able to uarantee 
that any can be made . If ou will send your proposed changes 
in the text to me when you send the introduction, I will do 
all I can to see that they are incorporated in the new edi

tion . 

I hope this nswers your questions. If there is anything 
zoore I can do, please let me know. I shall look forw rd to 
recei vin the new introduction and corrections soon . 

' i th best wishes and thanks for your efforts . e are all 

ve leased that we are doin this fine book . 

Assistant 
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contribut d to th ri of s ianio pretender . rth l s s cul tion r 1 

for the 

star int 

sianic hope its lf' rited on t opl • It glow d 11 flam1n 

rkne t their liv s . The t ci lly 

to t t ho • Th tudy o 

the Zohar , n or I ianio bbala g nerally, ont • nu d nabat d. Such tudy ._._, .. ,. 

provided f rtile soil fort e si nic c ple • Thi s sp ci lly true on 

thoa ciro1 which re s d to aban on their b 11 r in th sianic role of 

"habbetai Zebi v n f'ter his conntr ion to I lam n 1666 and hi d th in 1676 • 
• 

viou s1anic ov nta nc the t of Jesus, that or 

, 

Unlike all 

Shabbetai Ze i n fter hi d ath nd hi follow r apr hi doctrin , 
• 

or those which t cribed to him - o or the not fr frcxn Trinitarian 

Incarnation ov rton - t n ide . on t s Abr ham 

C rdoso (c. 1630-1706) a orrano, fro in or rt J ord cai ochi hJ (c . 
• 

ni 1 onatoux ( cond halt ot 17 o. ) J cob 

or Shabbetai z bi, nd hi on, re h. 
• 

" ( . 1750) Proaanit• ctiv Shabbeti n 

follow rs C aiah t 1 

Shab tai bi or h b n 0 ph, t 
• _,_ 

erido (d. 1690) , brot r-in-
a.w,, 

land, ~ 1 1akJ~ o le n 

..-, ............. 1 t • A onn t • ~"'"'""• 

ot 
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PREFACE 

This book which I wrote a little more than 30 years ago carries the story 

of ~essianic speculation in Israel through the 17th Century. This appeared a 

logical place to stop: for the Messianic movements of that century marked the 

climax of such movement.sin Jewish history and their most catastrophic denouement . 

The Shabbetian ovement, which swept through all the ranks of world Jewry, 

had excited the highest hopes and led to a most disastrous spiritual debacle and 

to a vast national humiliation. I had shaken the Jewish Community to its very 

depths. The sober leaders of the people, once they had rediscovered their voice 

and their courage became determined not to permit such a thing to happen again. 

They frowned upon all further speculation inasmuch as such speculation always 

contributed to the rise of essianic pretenders . _'evertheless speculation persisted, 

for the Messianic hope itself persisted among the people. It glowed like a flaming 

star in the darkness of their lives. The tragic conditions of the times, especially 

as they affected Polish Jewry, lent desperate urgency to that hope. The study of 

the Zohar, and of Lurianic Kabbala generally, continued unabated. Such study pro-

vided e~es fertile soil for the-.:tlO:I~ _\.iessianic complex. This was especially 

true among those circles which refused to abandon their belief in the essianic role 

of Shabbetai Zebi even after his conversion to Islam in 1666 and his death in 1676 . • 
Unlike all previous kessianic movements that of Shabbetai Zebi persisted 

• 
even after his death and his followers spread his doctrines, or those which they 

ascribed to him,--Bome of them not free from Trinitarian overtones nd the 
M 

doctr.i.ne of Incarnation, far and wide. Foremost among them was Abraham Jtlguel 

Cardo o (1630-1706) a •orrano, Mordecai ochiah; C 
I • 

/. . 
Daniel Bonafoux; Jacob Querido and his son, Berechiah. In Poland, Hayyim .~1 •ak; 

• 

Lobele Prossnitz (d. 1750) were active Shabbetian propa ,andists. ong these 

leading followers some claimed to be essiahs themselves or the incarnations of 

Shabbetai Zebi or the 1essiah ben Joseph, the forerunner of the Messiah ben David • • 

-1-
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This b o h"ch I rte little more n JO y r o carri t, t.o 

or es i nic p ulati n in I r hrou h th 17 h Centu • PP r 

lo cal place o stop: for th si nic mov ent of th t cent ry rk .d th 

cli X of ch nt, n J wi hi +o n th ·r 0 t cat tro ic d n • 

Th hab nt , hich e t throu h 11th r nks of orld J I 

d exc:i t d t hi h to mo t, 1 trou iritu 1 e cle n 

to V t nation 1 h ·1 tion. It d s kn th J i h Co ni ty -'-o it 

de ths . The ob r l er of the o 1, once thy r di cov r 

and their cour b ca determin d not to per t such thing to hp n n. 

They frown upo 11 further cl tion ina ch such pecul tion 1 

contribut d to th ris of ssi nic r ten er • • v rth 1 s C 1 tio rite, 

fort e~ i ·c ho it lf r 1 t d mon h ople . It 1 d like 

star nth of th ir live • Th t C a~t ons of the 

as they affect oli h Je , lent de pert ur ncy o t tho • Th 

ng 

c lly 

udy of 

the Zohar ., nd f rianic bb 1 nerall , co ti d unab ted . Such tudy pr 

vided al y £ rtil oil for the hole essi nic c plex. This e eciall 

true amon tho . circl hich refu ed to b ndon h ir belief in the ssi nic rol 

of Shabb tai Zebi v n fter his conversion to Isl ·n l 66 and hi de th in 1676. 
• 

Jnlik 11 reviou i nic o e nt th t of S b i Z bi per i t d 
• 

ev n ft r h1 et nd hi foll r read h trin , or thos 

a crib d to him , o of th m not fr from Trinit ri n o 

doctrine of Incarn t n, tar nd id . For o mon the 1 

C rdoso (1630-1706) orratro , b rn in S n or ort lJ ord cai ochiah; 
• 

niel BonafouxJ J ob u rido d hi on, B chi h. In Polan , yyi 
• 

1 • J 

Lt>bele Pros ni z ( • 1750) w ndist . mong th s 

leadin r o ol i ed to e i h s or th inc~ tin o 

Shabb tai Z bi or the 
• 

n Jo eph , er of th n • 
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en the mir r,l r , 1666;fa 1 d to u her ·n t t d ed ton, 

n, n f ct , th con r ion of rocl i i to 1 , 

baffl d but undis yed follOVJer turned o th y r 1668 h t e y ar of r nc . 

Thy ,aw n t n 1-

fillment of s on which o e cend in o h d pths nd rin p e 

so ls lost. . on th elipot , e h lls of u ~ nn s - th de onic r , n 

his r o 1 d 

birth n of th 

th year 1668 t.h 

tion on for Ir el ' in 

n c time . Calcul tion 

e y ar of rede ption. 

hopes oft beli vers, oh r c iculation er 

they r 1673, 1674 r 1675. It mi ht be noted, in 

witn s d stron i nic a t tion in rorocco 

d s v the en r tion o t 

r oon orthco. in ointing o 

r too di poin d th 

n ~ cover d which po nt d to 

in , h t th y ar 167 

r Jo ph b n Zur anno nc d 
• 

hi self as the essi h ben oseph and rop ~1 d th t th ctu 1 rede ption , t o h 

habbetai Z bi , ould t k plac in th y ar 1675. 
• 

( rshon lo· 1 Shnbb tai 

Z bi, Tel Avi , 1957, Vol. TI , 
• 

77 ). tot v n t d th of~ bbet i 7.ebi 
• 

put a nd to s eulation . It as held that 

to compl te hi ork. Inf et i s ar ed t t t hol Jubile riod rro 

1640 to 1690 w s the d stin d riod of r Jubil e end din 

appointm nt , th r ithful continu d to roj ct/o r re ot d ts . 

On of th o t colorful and dyn c of h S b tin po tl s , whose cti 

ities in A tr mere ted bitt r controver y an rift int t co nit , 

hemiah Hi~ H yyun . He d w nd r d throu h B le n , gypt , rk y and I ly nd 
• • • 

w an ol n h n he fin lly arrive in Amt r in 1713. Ill pu t·on a 

Shabb tian d pr C him we l a th f of hi x- c unic tion . 

In his K b 1 tic c ent on t n t "ibr eh mia" ( rl n 1713) • 
Hayyun ealculat t ti of th redemption . Th 
• 

1 sted thr l ht 

Fifth illeni (240-12h0 c •. ). Th fir t lf of th Sixth 11 ni (124 17L C. E.) 

1 ob lon to xil n i c 11 d i h . 

tch rin w h Go 

h i 

C O 0 

vid d into t 

pl n th r on 



of His o le ( r . 

la ts 1500 y r . 

i ht ic i iv! d into r ch t 

vil rin t fir tch th Jud ent pr v il nd t 

elipot wa tron . ~ ring the oond tch th ellpot are ivided and th ir 
~ 

stren h b ns to ane . It i ring th thir w tch (124 1 LO c .. )f\th pl 

xile . In the orn·ng ehold the en wer 

forth" ( n si L4 . J) - t t 1 , r de d fro xil - ( ibr henrl.ah, p. 60 ,b) • 
• 

In 1699 Ju h Ha id of Poland, hi self not 
• 

bbeti n, bu my t c an n 

asc tic, underto k 

the elve H si 

ilgri e to 1 t ne ith hundre s or foll ers hoc 11 d 

• 
- pietists , li vin t t h year of R e ption wa t nd. 

ny ho ace nied him peri hed on th y. hi elf 

he arrived in J rusale nd hi eroup of foll er w 

d hree day ft r 

catt r , n of 

the ret min o uro , o e 

Hayyim a1 1ak o·n d thi il i 

n onin their t 1th lto the . The b tin , 

of Jud h R id, nd for 
• 

ime rem ·ned i 
• 

n .h y r 1706. The r on 

for it wa t t o in the ilde er bef re 

led th to the o e nd, o ld ari from the e d and 

redeem the opl in 1706 - for y ye r ft r hi fir appe ranc (1666) . 

The Shabbetai Zebi ov nt r ached its 1 
• 

depth in th i nio 
~c 

a ventures of~~._~ an nd his follow rs . re tinted ith os n s 

nd moral corruption , no unlik the Chr tin . t of th Car pocratians of th 

2nd C ntur,y hie pla ed th rly Church o vou y. One of heir o t ·n s 

wa that t y to one ' s soul from sin hroueh pby ic 1 d uch • 

The Franld.st, of oour , ncounter d tier oppositi n of the respon i 1 

m bit r n of th rabbi a 11 oft 

Talmud . T 

Thy ucce 

11 d hes Te Zoh ri ts o t of h ir votion to th "Zohar . 

in rorcin om of th rabbi of Po nd into public dis tions 

(1757J 1759) r ni nt ot th di pu tion t ch nish er fore 



-
in the 13th an lhth c nturies . They even hr d th ir fell Je ~ ith th 

dread blood accusation. A result of their ctivities the T lmud w order d 

publicly burned. The rankist, finally ·ent over to Christi nity en a se (1759), 

but not b fore thy d brou ht uch h e nd confusion upon th hou old of 

Israel . 

Th di ruptive consequence of the Shabbeta 7ebi movem nt lasted far into 
• 

t he 18th Century. A is strou controver y, continuin for more than six years , 

raged between Jacob mden (169 1776) doughty champion of anti habb tianis , lik 

his father befor hL"i , the Haham Zebi (1658- 1718) - and Jonathan Eibeschueta 
• • 

(1690-1765), Chief Rabbi 0£ the tripl community - Altona , Hamburg and l ndsbeck. 

ibeschuetz , on of the foremo t bbinic authorities of his a , was accus d by 

Emden of Shabbetian her ~ie s , and of having inserted the name of habbetai Zebi 
• 

in certain amulet hich he d distributed. The controver y oon spread "fro 

Lorraine to Podolia ., from the Elbe to the Po" ( tz) nd engulf d ny or the 

f oremost R bbis 0£ Europe . The bitter feu1 , in oth ides r sorted to the 

ost extreme me ~ures an*nr stra"ned and busi ck cceeded in nothin o 

much as in undermining, irre rably, the pre st· nd influence of the R binat 

with the opl • This ruinous controversy in ··e t rn Europe and the viol nt oon

vulsi on wrou ht in the East by the Franki t mov nt , may be said to have brought 

to a close the cal tous century- long Shabbetian compl x in Jewi h history. 

Ther after , while .e sianic specul tion continued , nd oce ionally a mystic 

visionary like osee Hayyim Luszatt o (1707-1747) y have ecretly harbored or 
• 

may have been accused of harbor ing, essienic ret ntion , no es i nie mov m nt 

of any consequence cent rd in livin ~reon lit , mak.s itself mani£ t mon 

European Jew • 

In Ye en , how v r, there aro e in 1861, a ro bet , Jud h b r S lo , ho 

claim d to bet e en r of •liiah, nd nnounc d en r vent or the 

ssiah. He i ~crib d by cont mporari a poor, hon st , dl - d arti 

much v n to bbal h tud or t Z r , 1 ehtly nb ln ce . 



\ 
-

R ll'tlors of hi.. iracl'3 kin er r r nd ide . 

rophe ies mu t have aro r.ed the u icion. f th ruler of the rovince, or t 

h~ co an , - 1 j in the mount in 

as a n·n ted . Hi he d s sent to . ana nd ther 

to the ,T i h q rter . 

t ome hre 

Judah bar h lo - n 

rs later a n roe ho cl 

n b i ve hi • 

On sov r , in 1867, he nnounced that t t 

ck or his village n 

osed on th t s le in 

d to be he res r c d 

nd of the onth he would 

ttack th cit of Sana ith a larg host of ol ier from he tribe of d nd 

uben , and also with r oldi r • The I o e en threatened to d troy 

all the Jews . The J s re thrown into utter de ir . They r ted and pry d. 

Th ood offje of the ruler of th city of . n ere ployed nd for very 

liberal onsi rt on he nter eded for he . 

The neo-Jud h bar Shal 

ion. n. 49.1 r a.d t ther yourselv st 

authenticity or hi 

t I y t 11 you t 

hich shall befall you in the y " • • h ~--~~~~--e-b-"-~~b-'-1 ............. -

matri of "-. •' ~; ... Jg;~, or 1861, the ye r in hich th e i nic ....., ....... ___._ ___________ _ 

vision cam to J1d h. 

rabia , nd 1 stine were profoun ly tirred by this e i nic r ten er . 

The r rcus ion 

ass mbl dint e 

re felt in Turkey , : lon n Bo y . Je in Al x ndria 

o es at dni ht , pry , c nted ps lm d dili ntly 

seem to n co pletely b tched. studied the Zo r . Th Y enit J 

Those hod rd to qu tion u h ' nd r ct nd cop l d 

to flee the count • (~e Jacob 
\ ( ., 
. b n S p ·r, nz , 187L , Vol . I . 

hil th H ii movement of the 18th C ntury, found by Ir el 1 h • 
Tov (c . 17 1760) wa not by- product of th e i nic fervor oft 17th and 

arl 18 h c n urie t n oubtedly r fie t d th mood nd p r of t, t 

teeped in b 1 ic lor nd o riv n b t llin g d of 

Chmi ln c i er • 

. 149-152) . 

0 



Hasidis a not cent red in .es~i n , l t hou h he ho s of t h o n of 
• 

the ees h ~er a tron mon th Ia i di 
• 

mong all oth r b l ie ·n Jc • 

Occasion lly on he rs of a Ha idic lea er like Rb i ose 
• 

.itelbaum (175 1841), 

in Hun ar 1 ho so rly and conf dently .ted he coming of t h j , ,h t, 

he kept his holi a, rb n his ilver c n r rly t nd t his bed- id o 

not to lose any tim wh n t e "hof r of the ould be bl<r. n •••• ut not 

many wer so e r or so i mpatient. Occa • on lly too, one he r of a I!a ""irlJ.c onder 
• 

Rabbi , like Isr el Ruzhyn r (o . 1797- 1850), of S d gora, founder of th fam 

Friedmann dynasty, who 

rather non- active sort . 

y ve rbore ! a i n • c pr tens ons but which re of 
,... '. /IA,,,. -

That too i veey r r • The ~a -idio -:adi'brfim id not 

assume esc-,ianic roles . h y gr tly lov d nd r v red the Holy I.and nd m n .. of 

their leaders ttled there . he Baal he hims lf nd hi di ciple Rabbi 

Joseph Ha- Kohen ( . c . 1782) et out for al stin ut re forced to turn ck. 

Rabbi ahman of razl v (1777- 1811) , gre t gran son of the Baal Shem , lived for a 
• 

tie in Palestine . In 1777 oup of. ane thr ,, n d H sidi settled in 
• 

Pale tine nd rte le er hip of Rabbi e hem 
• ndel of Vit bsk. 

e do not fin , ho ever , any extens ·ve s cul t·on a to th actu 1 ti of 

the av nt o the . ess h in HRs die liter t , ttough much pace , of cour e, i 
• 

devoted to th cone t or Kes iah and Rede ption. or s iritual Rnd 1 

ctivist ppro ch to the subject is in vidence . he al S m hims lf rot o 

an encounterwh ch heh d ith the 1e si h in a vi ion . hen ~e q e tioned hi 

to the time of hi R. per ne on arth, th i h repli da 

"It s 11 b in unto you hen yo r doctrine hall 

come known nd the fount in of our i dom hall 

be oured forthJ h n all other en 11 have th 

p r of rfor in th sam t ri a a yours lt, 

th n 

t tim of 

ho ts or i 

f or nd salvation 

ity and 

1 rri • 
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In i 1 r vein di a. h a f Czern 1tz i er ret t e s ·an·c 0 n 

in . i to • • 

("Be •er . y ' 

literat r . 

• 

"fter l ,h evil in the orl h 1 V be n over-

come d ness and holin BS 11 hav a ce1de to 

er • n th highes degre , nd all the sparks and 

soul hie re eld ca tiv in t e Kelipot h 11 h v 

b en a.ri.£ie and r le . d, then will or ri hteous 

es iah 0 t certainly c .e n set us fr e; for thi 

is h nee of the redemption. n the good 11 

b ed fro the evil and all the soul nd holy s rks 

111 o forth purifie from h exile of the Kelipot , then 

h s c bodie too will o forth n ill b redeem d 

in f ct red ntion ~tr which t ere ill n ver a in 

ny e le . 

I 

t.)U 

H yyim, r. Tol dot) This 1 an :t c ent th me in I si ic • • 

n th closin lf of the 18th ni in he 19th centurie he si nic 

move nt in Judais cea d to b compelling hi torio ctuality. The do J Of 

cour , !B.in • ev r r ject 1 b t ro re sively it rec ed in o t 

background. 

""h c nseq 1ene of tte ptin to concr tize t e eesianic 1 e d prov d 

disastrou . t d 1 ad to is llu onment , apo oral chao an d n r . 

It had di rt ed h 

But now new wind 

Europe th a 

er c in to clo e . 

before lon fore t e 

in o th 1 n • 

00 tr 

ce of ny co n ti • 

b n to bl throu h th J sh orld . In rn 

dawnin . Th iddl A 

n soon o born. cul r stud e oul 

t c or or h r. bbali t nd 11 n c ro nc n 

t 0 

nch 

1 n 

ol tin n the rmi s of apoleon w ld 

1 f w ld n to ov rapidly 
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into th in tre f ro an lif n cu.ltur • 

t , er di vali ld hold y long r , n oci 1 d 

pol ic 1 e nci at·on 01ld la b hind , reco·1 fr t Kabb li tic nic 

ob e ion s inevi.tabl . the res. on ibl led rs f y nd r b'· nic 1 1 

came to re 1 e e an r hich thre te d h inte it of their c n 1 1 f 

nd t eir ve f ith. 1 ccor ingly , r sort to a numb r o dra tic uisc )lina 

easures , incluc.ing fo 1 ex- co 1un.:.cation. They cc eded fi lly in chec dn 

licen e o t . e e ianic dventurer nd the ma~e hysteria hich sult d '!r their 

activitie . he o ur.i nic ab pruhibit d by th Counci f . 

co uniti ~ of cou rn Pola d hie ti, Brody i 1756 to 11 m nu d r L.o, and 

t c stu y of t e Zohar an· the orks of Cor ev ro to men un r JO , nd th n on yif 

the st de t l d fir . t de him 1 fully proficie tin Ta die studie . 

This rec 11 simil r hough o hat les 

th leaders ot ni h J ry in he Cent 

fro ted with ·tuati ns imil r , in ny ys , 

18th Century. 

tic ctio hich w t en by 

hey found th elv s co 

of Poli h J yin th 

In the 19th ent r there er certain y ar hich r ho fully looked 

forw rd to si ni ye r by ny for hom .he do ha not lot t force . 

nic y r . The deliver nc Th y r 1 40 counted on by any t 

0 Jew of ho er hr t ned by lo d ccu ation , a look d upon 

th b ·nnin of ede ption. Te Zoh r n me 18ho a one oft i nic 

y are . c- e p. 91) . A tria fort y r is fond ~nth SO G F so GS (2 . 12), 
11 The t of s n ng i com nd th voice of th turtle-dov -1 _r . ( tj ·• 1 

heard in our 1 nd. " h n rical v lu of , } 1 y i 5600 or 181~0. 

J dah lkalai (1788-1878) , t precursor of politic 1 Zionis I hos writin 

and otiviti b s id to r nt the transition from he pur ly r li ou 

or t· on to r ctic 1 pro of ctio on t pr of 

tor ild Zion , r rd h 1840 t y r of th 

e h b. o h, oon to foll d by th h • d . (Se n t 
• 



• 

Yehudah, i nn. , 18LJ.) 

he ynar 1 60 ~ anot er c year. any Jews ne~l ct d their 

ct'vitie :n co ant ci t ... on of v .n of the iah. h tr 

oi th ebr~ or( " r n .., to 186. 

Aha 
• 

I!.a-Am cecor t t mone the asi im of S 
• 

agora - his own fa hr s 

adagor Has· d - t,he y ar 
• 

866 looked to s th e sj nic year. hey ad fr 

th ir author·t their a i w10 b e h s calc 1 tion on the num r·ca value of 

the initials ,ell of the final letter of .h , i lie 1 phr, se ( ev. 16.JO). 

,: :::> 

"For on this day ~hall aton m nt be ade for you, to cl n you , fro 11 your 

sins you 1 be clean b fore th ord . ("R hu ot"- p.55)) . 

The Zionis ov ent , ecul r nd politic 1 in them in though 1 was , n v 

thele s attract d ny ho ~ in it 

In atherin an estor tion . n th otli r ha 

reli oni ts a an unw rr nted act of: "crowdin th 

for the e sianic 

tacked by om orthodox 

d' - nd n tt mpt to 

A 

accomplish ith human hands that hi.ch could only be achiev d by divine interv ntion . 

he t bli hm nt of th tat of Ir el in 19L8 

essianic fulfillment - by others only a a rtial ful.fillment . The co plet 

e i nic hope is the s iritual redemption of th 
(\; ,J 

hole of mankind ,~the orld 

wi ll b rf cted in justic , brotherhood and C nder th ldngdo of he 

lm1 ht y - "when the Lord shall be On , nd Hi n e hall be One" . 

Th ssianic hope sustained the Jewish people through oenturi s or , rkn ss 

and t r a edy, of hom les n s nd r ecution. nits pro h tic expr ion th 

b ckonin visi n of r de med hu nity, it ontinue to ide , inspir nd 

su t ain en of oo ill verywher . 



PREFACE 

This book which I wrote a little more than 30 years ago carries the story 

of Messianic speculation in Israel through the 17th Century. This appeared a 

logical place to stop: for the !essianic movements of that century marked the 

climax of such movements in Jewish history and their most catastrophic denouement. 

The Shabbetian ovement, which swept through all the ranks of world Jewry, 

had excited the highest hopes and led to a most disastrous spiritual debacle and 

to a vast national humiliation. It had shaken the Jewish Community to its very 

depths. The sober leaders of the people, once they had rediscovered their voice 

and their courage became determined not to permit such a thing to happen again. 

They frowned upon all further speculation inasmuch as such speculation always 

contributed to the rise of Messianic pretenders . Nevertheless speculation persisted, 

'1--iM~ 
for the Messianic hope itself p s,,w;;aag. like a flaming star in the 

darkness of their lives. The tragic conditions of the times, especially as they 

affected Polish Jewry, lent desperate urgency to that hope . The study of the 

Zohar and of Lurianic Kabbala generally continued unabated. Such study provided 

' / 
always fertile soil for the whole Messianic complex. This was especially true 

among those circles which refused to abandon their belief in the essianic role 

of Shabbetai Zebi even after his conversion to Islam in 1666 and his death in 
• 

1676. 

Unlike all previous Messianic movements that of Shabbetai ~ebi persisted 

even after his death and his followers spread his doctrines,or those which they 

ascribed to him, some of them not free from Trinitarian overtones and the 

doctrine of Incarnation, far and wide. Foremost among them was Abraham liguel 

Cardozo (1630-17o6) a morrano, born in Spain or Portugal; ordecai ochia~; 

Daniel Bonafoux; Jacob Querido and his son, Berechiah. In Poland, IJa.yyim al 1ak; 

Lobele Prossnitz (d. 1750) were active-Sabbat±&n propagandists. Among these 

leading followers some claimed to be essiahs themselves or the incarnations of 

Shabbetai Zebi or the essiah ben Joseph, the forerunner of the essiah ben David • 
• 
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When the miracle yar, 1666 failed to usher in the anticipated redemption, and, 

in fact, witnessed the conversion of the proclaimed essiah to Islam, his baffled 

but undismayed followers turned to the year 1668 as the true year of deliverance. 

They saw in the apostasy of the essiah only the necessary preliminary stage in 
I 

fulfillment of his mission which was to descend into the lo~depths and bring up 
-~ ~·c..b" 

the souls lost among the kelipot, the shells of uncleanne~~ his personal 
A 

degradation atone for Israel's sins and~ save the generation from the birth 

pangs of the essianic times. Calculations were soon forthcoming pointing to the 

year 1668 as the true year of redemption. When this year too disappointed the 

hopes of the believers, other calculations were soon discovered hich pointed to 

the year 1673, 1674 or 1675. It might be noted, in passing, that the year 1674 

witnessed a strong Messianic agitation in orocco where Joseph ben Zur announced 
• 

himself as the essiah ben Joseph and prophesied that the actual redemption, through 

Shabbetai Zebi, would take place in the year 1675. (See Gershon Shalom, Shabbetai • 

Zebi, Tel Aviv, , 1957, Vol. II, page 770). Not even the death of Shabbetai Zebi 
• • 
put an end to the speculations. It was held that he would arise again and return 

to complete his erk. In fact it was argued that the whole Jubilee period from 

1640 to 1690 was the destined period of redemption. When the Jubilee ended in 

disappointment, the faithful continued to project other more remote dates. 

One of the most colorful and dynamic of the Shabb tian apostles, whose actfvities 

in Amsterdam created a bitter controversy an~rift in th community, was ehemiah 
r • -

Hiva Hain. . . " He had wandered through Palestine, E pt, Turkey and Italy and was 

an old man hen he finally arrived in Amsterdam in 1713. His reputation as a 

Shabbatian had preceded him as well as the fact of his ex-communication. 

In his Kabbalistic ~ommentary on the Pentate ch "Dibre ehemia" 
• 

Hayun calculates the time of the redemption. The exile has lasted . ,.. 

(Berlin, 1713) 

through the 

Fifth "llenium (240-1240 CE). The first half of the Sixth illenium (1240-1740 CE) 

also belongs to the exile and is called _ ight . The ight is divided into three 

watches durin which God mourns over the destruction of His Temple and the dispersion 
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of His people (Ber. 3-A). This Night which is divided into three watches thus 

lasts 1500 years. During the first watch the Judgments prevail and the evil 

Kelip~ (" ::shells" - demonic power&} waxed strong. During the second watch the 

Kelipot are divided and their strength begins to wane. It is during the third -
watch (1240-1740 C.E.) that the Redemption is ushered in and at the break of dawn 

(that is the year 1740 C.E.) the people of Israel will go forth from this exile. 

"In the morning behold the men were sent forth" (Genesis 44.3) - that is, redeemed 

from exile - (Dibre Nehemiah, p. 60 a,b). -
In 1699 Judah Hasid of Poland, himself not a Shabbetian, but a mystic and an 

• 
ascetic, undertook a pilgrimage to Palestine with hundreds of followers who called 

themselves Hasidim -- pietists, believing that the year of Redemption was at hand • 
• 

Many who accompanied him perished on the way. He himself died three days after 

he arrived in Jerusalem and his group of followers was then scattered, rnany of 

them returning to Europe, some abandoning their faith altogether. The Shabbatian, 

Hayyim Mal•ak joined this pilgrimage of Judah Hasid, and for a time remained in 
• • 

Palestine. He believed that the Messiah would come in the year 1706. The reason 

for it was that Moses kept the Jews in the wilderness for forty years before he 

led them to the Promised Land, so Shabbetai Zebi would arise from the dead and 
• 

redeem the people in 1706 - forty years after his first appearance (1666). 

The Shabbatai Zebi movement reached its lowest depths in the l essianic 
• 

adventures of David Frank and his followers. They were tainted with grossness 

and moral corruption, not unlike the Christian sect of the Carpocratians of the 

2nd Century which plagued the early Church so grievously. One of their doctrines 

was that the way to purge one's soul fro~ sin was through physical debauchery. 

The Frankists, of course, encountered the fierce opposition of the responsible 

leaders of Jewry, and they became bitter enemies of the rabbis as well as of the 

Talmud. They called themselves Zoharists out of their devotion to the "Zohar11 • 

They succeeded in forcing some of the rabbis of Poland into public disputations 

(1757; 1759) reminiscent of the disputations into which Spanish Jews were forced 
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in the 13th and 14th centuries. They even charged their fellow Jews with t he dread 

blood accusationf• As a result of their activities the Talmud was ordered publicly 

burned. The Frankists finally went over to Christianity en masse (1759), but not 

before they had brought uch shame and confusion upon the household of Israel. 

TPThe disruptive consequences of the Shabbetai Zebi movement lasted far into the 18th 
• 

Century. A disastrous controversy, continuing for more than six years, raged be

tween Jacob Emden (1698-1776) doughty champion of anti-Shabbetianism, like his 

father before him, the Haham Zebi (1658-1718)--and Jonathan Eibeschuetz (1690-1765), • . ~ ~ 
Chief Rabbi of the triple community-Altona, Hamb rg and fandsJeck. Eif eschuetz, 

one of the f ~remost Rabbinic authorities of his day, was accused by Emden of 

Shabbetian heresies, and of having inserted the name of Shabbetai Zebi in certain 
• 

amulets which he had distributed. The controversy soon spread "from Lorraine to 

Podolia, from the Elbe to the Po" (Graetz) and engulfed many of the foremost 

Rabbis of Europe. The bitter feud, in which both sides resorted to the most 

extreme measures and a, unrestrained and abusive attack succeeded in nothing so 

much as in undermining, irreparably, the prestige and influence of the Rabbinate 

with the people. This ruinous controversy in Western Europe and the violent con

vulsions wrought in the East by the Frankist movement, may be said to have brought 

to a close the aiamitous century-long Shabbetian complex in Jewish history. 

Thereafter, while essianic speculation continued, and occasionally a mystic 

vis·onary like Moses ~ayyim Luzzatto (1707-1747) may have secretly harbored or --iMa.;) 
have been accused of harboring, Messianic pretentions, no .. essianic movement of 

any consequence centered in a living personality, makes itself manifest i:a a:,,,,,cMITIA.j 

European Jewry. 

In Yemen, however, there arose in 1861, a prophet, Judah bar Shalom, who 

claimed to be the messenger of Elijah, and announced the near advent of the 

essiah. He is described by contemporaries as a poor, honest, middle-aged artisan 

much given to Kabbala and the study of the Zohar, and sli ht y unbalanced. 

I.D Yemen , bowe:v:011 , thePe ,apgse 1e J86J , a prephet, Judah be.r Sh,ilem , wee C 
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claimed to be the me~senger of Elijah • 

He is de~b ~ontemporar· s as a ~r, honest, given 

to ala and e study,A the Zoha/,and slight y unbalanc)3-d~ 

Rumors of his miracle-making powers spreaj far and wide. His Messianic 

prophesies must have aroused the suspicions of the ruler of the province, for at 

his command, he was way-laid in the mountain passes back of his village and 

assassinated. His head was sent to Sana and there exposed on the gates leading 

to the Jewish quarter. 
~w~~ 

Put some three years later, .a roan ar2se in 'flm.nff, a:::days jo'tH'Aey east oY 

_fu:r ;-=who claimed to be the resurrected Judah bar Shalom -- and men believed him. 

On Passover, in 1867,he announced that at the end of the month he would attack 

the city of Sana with a large host of soldiers from the tribes of Gad and Reuben, 

and also with Arab soldiers. 

all the Jews. The Jews ,ere 

The Jw,AA,.C,t. of Yemen µ s cinee threatened to destroy 

thrown into ~ despair. They fasted an prayed. 

The good offices of the ruler of the city of Sana were employed and for a very 

liberal considerati n he interceded for them. They were spared . 
th u~.:!vtl~ ~ ,,... . _) 

iil\ quoted Scripture to prove the authenticity of his mission. Is. 4$ . J reader, 

11 T.bus;; &aith the Lof'd to His a.noii:1t&d, to CY!"tt~" 1 eally referred to lrtm. 

The word should read which was Juttah's real nanre . 

Gen . 49.1 reads: "Gather yourselves together, 

that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the end of days" A,-, r>/c ~ 

• The Gematria of is 621, 

or 1861, the year in hich the Messianic vision came to Judah. 

Arabia, Fgypt and Palestine were rofoundly stirred by thi.s {essianic pretender . 

The repercussions were felt in Turkey, Pabylon and Bombay. Jews in Alexandria 

assembled in the synagogues at midnight, prayed, chanted psalms and diligently 

studied the Zohar. The ~emenite Jews seem to have been completely be itched . 

Those who dared to question udah' s clajms ere hounded and persecuted and compelled 

to flee the country. (See Jacob Saphir -- Eben Saphir, Mainz, 187u, Vol . II . p.149-152) . 

.... 
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While the Hasidic movement of the 18th Century, founded by Israel Baal Shem 
• 

To¥ (c . 1700-1760) was not a ~j 1•eot by-product of the Messianic fervor of the 17th 

and early 18th centuries it undoubtedly reflected the mood and temper of that age 

so steeped in Kabbalistic lore and so riven by the appalling tragedies of the 

Chmielni~ massacres . 

Hasidism was not centered in Messianism, although the hopes of the coming of 
• 

the Messiah were as strong among the Hasidim as among all other believing Jews • 
• 

Occasionally one hears of a Hasidic leader like Rabbi Moses Teitelbaum (17.59- 1841) . ~ / 

in Hungary1 who ~ so eagerly and confidently await~ the coming of the Messiah 

that he kept his holiday garb and his silver cane ready at hand at his bed-side 

so as not to lose any time when the Shofar of the Messiah would be blown .... 'But 

not many were so eager or so impatient. Occasionally too, one hears of a Hasidic Wlf"~ 
~- ~v~.~ 1_ S«~~~ ·15 . ·"ll 

~ e&eier likeJh1sai Israel 8~, (c. 1797-1850),(l'oundef- of the famed Sa~K-U<uCttl\ 
.,.. • '9. ~&..~ 

4 ynasty, who may have harbored Messianic pretensions but ofl a rather non- active 
"Z-a.~14' I' 

sort . That too is very rare . The Hasidic ~ i .idB!!l.l!:t:m did not assume Uessj_anic roles • 
• 

They greatly loved and revered the Holy Land and many of their leaders settled 

there . The Baal Shem himself and his great disciple Rabbi Joseph Ha- Kohen (d . c . 1782) 

set out for Palestine but were forced to turn back. Rabbi Nahman of Brazlav 
• 

(1777-1811) great grandson of the Baal Shem, lived for a time in Palestine . In 
I 

1777 a group of some three hundred Hasidim settled in Palestine under the leader-
• 

ship of Rabbi Menahem 
• 

~Mt do not fi /\any extensive speculation as to the actual time of the 

advent of the Messiah in Hasidic literature, though much space , of course, is 
• 

devoted to the conceptJ of Messiah and Redemption . A more spiritual and less 

activist approach to the subject is in evidence . The Baal Shem himself wrote of 

an encounter which he had with the Messiah in a vision. When he questioned him 

as to the time of his appe~rance on earth, the iessiah replied : 

"It shall be a sign unto you when your doctrine shall 

become known and the fountains of your wisdom shall 
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be poured forth; when all other men shall have the 

pmver of performine the same mysteries as yourself, 

then shall disappear all the hosts of impurity and 

the time of great favor and salvation shall arrive." 

In a similar vein did abbi Hayyim of Czernowitz interpret the essianic moment 
• 

in history: 

"After all the evil in the .rorld shall have been over

come and goodness and holiness shall have ascended to 

power in the highest degree, and all the sparks and 

souls which are heJ.d captive in the Kelipot shall have 

been purified and released, then will our righteous 

_essiah most certainly come and set us free; for this 

is the essence of the redemption. ihen the good will 
.., 

be redeemed from the evil and all the souls and holy sparks 

will go forth purified from the exile of the Kelipot, then 

the,lphysical bodies too will go forth and will be redeemed 

in a perfect redemption after which there will never again 

be any exile." 

(Be 1er ~ay 1im Hayyim, Par. Toledot) This is an oft recurrent theme in Hasidic 
• • 

literature. 

In the closing half of the 18th and in the 19th centuries the essianic 

movement in Judaism ceased to be a compelling historic actuality. The dogma, of 

course, remained . It was never rejected but regressively it receded into the 

background. 

The consequences of attempting to concretize the ~ssianic idea had proved 

disastrous . It had lead to dis"llusionment, apostasy, moral chaos and danger . 

It had disrupted the peace of many communities . 

But now new inds had begun to blow through the Jewish world. In estern 

Europe the a e of .endelssohn and of the Haskala was da nin . The i ddle A es 

were coming to a close . A new age was soon to be born . Secular studies would 
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before long force the mystic lore of the Kabbalist and all fessianic romancing 

into the dim background. The French Revolution and the armies of Napoleon would 

soon eegin ;g batter down the ghetto walls and Jev,ish life would begin to move 

rapidly into the majnstream of European life and culture. 

Even in the East, where idiev~ hol~and social and 

political emancipation would be~RgoF delayed-~ a recoil from the Kabbalistic.,

Messianic obsession was inevitable. The responsible leaders of Jewry, both lay 

and rabbinical, came to realize the dangers which threatened the integrity of 

their communal life and their very faith . They, accordingly, resorted to a 

number of drastic disciplinary measures, including formal ex-communication. They 

succeeded finally in checking the license of the Messianic adventurers and the 

mass hysteria which resulted from their activities. The study of Lurianic Kabbala 

was prohibited by the Council of the communities of Southern Poland which met in 

Brody in 1756 to all men under 40, and the study of the Zohar~rks of Cordevero 

in Talmudic studies. 
~&~ 

This recalls similar though somewhat less drastic action taken by the leaders 
r-

of Spanish Jewry in the 14th Century, when they found themselves confronted i h 

situations similar, in many ways, to those of Polish Jewry in the 18th Century . 
~~ ~~ 

In the 19th Century certain years were hopefully looked forward to as essianic /' ,... 
years by many for whom the dogma had not lost its force. 

The year 1840 was counted on by many as the essianic year~Wi/i r:;; deliverance 

of the Jews of Damascus,~ b,,caa~ a blood accusation, was looked upon 

as the beginning of the Redemption. The Zohar names 1840 as one of the fessianic 

years. (See p. 91) A Gematria for the year is found in the SONG OF SONGS (2 . 12): 

"The time of singing is come and the voice of the turtle-dove 1 J\ ~ {17 is heard 

in our land. 11 The numerical value of 

Judah Alkalai (1788-1878)
1 

the precursor of political Zionism, w.he may 'ee ee:id 

~esellt throusb hi& writings and actiTI.tie~e qrs~~"!~rely 

religtous 
I' 

• t "- t· of Restoration o prac ica 
I I 

part of the people themselves 
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to rebuild Zion, regarded the year 1840 as the year of t.he •'essiah b. Joseph, soon 

to be followed by the . ..fessiah b. David. (See . inhat Yehudah, Vienna, 18LJ.) 
• 

The year 1860 was another such year. any Jes neglected their business 

activities in confident anticipation of the advent of the essiah. The letters 
f( ~ II' 

of the Hebrew ord meaning -:, .Jl.::;, add up to 1860. S'°'~l'\ 
(JkJV\ (.JH.<i, 

Abad Ha-Am records that among the Hasidim of Sadagora - his father-eelonged -
I:\ 6.-~-r,... • r- J,. 

to tbeie ~eidi-m - the year 1866 was looked to as the fessianic year. They had v~ 
-ill- their authority their Rabbi who based his calculation on the numerical value 

of the initials as well as of the final letters of the Biblical phrase (l~v. 16. J0) 

/ )) CJ\ ) 1 P- f fU-!0-lrtl> [)" f25U b. -,y Cf f?-2',k 1iv 1 • , :;-, e /, " n 

"For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to ~leanse you, from all your 

sins you s hall be clean before the Lord" ("Reshumot"-VI p.553). 

The Zionist movement, secular and political in the main though it was, never

the less attracted many who s; f£ ~~hro:rp,atory sta for the Messianic 

Jngathering and Restoration. ~was attacked by some orthodox religionists as 
u I.,\ WM.A~ f-A ~ 

an li-llorieHtea zj_ 6f "crowding the End" - and as an at tempt to accomplish with 

human hands that which could only be achieved by divine intervention. 

The establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 f'tl, has been vie red by many 

as .essianic fulfillment - by others only as a partial fulfillment . ~ 
complete !essianic hope is t he spiritual redemption of the whole of mankind, 

~ the world will be perfected in justice
1
amt-brotherhood and peace under the 

\( Ir 
kingdom of the Almighty - when the Lord shall be One, and His name shall be One . 

The essianic hope sustained the Jewish people through centuries of darkness 

and tragedy, of homelessness and persecution. In its prophetic expression as the 

beckoning vision of a redeemed humanity, it~ continue;to 

sustain men of od-will everywhere . 

ide, inspire and 



April 3, 19S6 

latbarine H. cC&gg 
Aeeiatant to naging i tor 
Beacon Pre••• Inc, 
2$ con ~treet 
Boston 8, " as. 

My dear iee I 

Permit me to aelmowrleda receipt ot your letter or ~ ch 11th. 

I am enclosin~ herewith the Preface to 
IN ISRAEL. 

I am also enclosing a list of corrections I in nearly ewry
inetance sane mi spellin~ of Hebrew worda in the text. If you 
can make the corrections 1n the edition hioh you will publish 
so much the better. I know the difficulties involved. 

have endeavored to condense, .:n the Preface, the ••ianic 
movements in Israel since the 17th century. I trust that you 
will find it aati .factory. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

AHS1al 
enol. 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HI L SI LVER 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temole 

BEACON PRESS, INC. 
25 BEACON ST., BOSTON 8, MASS. 

CApitol 7-3660 

April 10, 1958 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you so much for sending your new Pref ace to M -
SIA NI C SPECUIA TIOtr IN iSRAEL. It seems excellent and e are 
very glad to have it here ready to go into production . Our 
fall list is no, under way so your book • 11 not be published 
before next spring . It seems amazing tha i tc: kes so lon 
to produce a book but ,. e wi 11 have t be s . ing to prepare 
the sprinf list in July and th s book d 1 ve the advanta e 
of being all ready. 

I will do my very best to make the corrections in the 
text that you have sent me, but as you know it is ve dif
ficult to do this when _reducing an offset e ition . 

Is all let you kno o the nrogress of the book and shall 
look forward very much to seeing it a near as a Beacon Paper
back . 

With al. best wi.she . 

Very sincerely yours , 

~'::.~!f:!1~ 
Managin Edi tor 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

BEACON PRESS, INC. 
25 BEACON ST., BOSTON 8, MASS 

CAp,tol 7-3660 

August 11, 1958 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

SoQn after your new introduction to MESSIANIC SPECU!ATION arrived, 
we sent it to our ioost valued academic advisor, Philip Rieff, at 

the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences in 
Palo Alto. 

He has now returned your manuscript with o e or two edi ton.al sug
gestions. 

I am sending you back the manuscript just to make sure that the 
changes are agreeable and satisfactory to you. e do not wish to 
make any revisions -without your full knowledge and agreement. 

If you could let us have your reactions as soon as possible, we 
would be rost appreciative as we are now starting into production 
with our paperback list fQr next spring. 

Sincerely yours, 

,l(~-t.-,~~ 
Katharine H. cCagg 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

BEA CON PRESS, INC. 
25 BEACON ST., BOSTON 8, MASS 

CAp,tol 7-3660 

February 13, 1959 

It gives me great pleasure to send you under separate cover five copies 
of the Beacon paperback edition of your MESSIANIC SPECULATION IN 
ISRAEL. I do hope that you are as pleased with the results as we are. 

It has been very pleasant to work with you, and I hope that if there is 
anything more that I can do, you will not hesitate to call upon me. 

With very best wishes, 

?;L~s, ~ 
Katharine H. McCag 
Managing Editor 
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PETER SMITH 
PUBLISHER 

20 RAILROAD AVENUE 

GLOUCESTER, MASS. 

R bbi Abba Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 st. at Russel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Sir: 

arch 2, 1959 

For the past year or so I have bee hard binding 

for library use titles issued s paper-backs, since the 

libraries prefer a cloth bound book. I would like to purchase 

100 copies of A History Of Messianic Speculation from the 

Beacon Press who are doing a paper-back, to rebind in cloth, 

if you have not done such an edition yourself or plAn to ermit 

anyone else to do so. MY list price for the cloth edition would 

be 3.75 and I would pay you 10% royalty or 37 2 ¢ a copy, for 

such privilege . 

If the above is acceptable to you I shall for~ard 

the royalty payment, and order the boos rom the Beacon Press. 

I enclose our catalogue and have indicated the 

paper-backs rebound in cloth, to-date, to acquaint you with the 

project. 

PS/cac 
Enc. 

Thanking you for your consideration, 

/2 
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BCMERS, D. F.: Foreign Influences in American Life; 1 llus. $4 . 00 
BOWERS, FREDSON: Elizabethan Revenge Tragedy; $ij . OO 
BOYD, THOMAS: Shadow of the Long Knives; $2 . 75 
BRADSTREET, ANNE: Works in Prose and Verse; ed. Ell is; $7 . 50 
BRIGGS, H. E. : Frontiers of the Northwest, A History of the Upper Missouri Valley; Illus . ss . so 
BRUCE, J. D.: Evolution of the Arthurian Romance: 2 vols. $13 . ,00 
BRUCE, P. A.: Economic History of Virginia in the 17th Century; 2 vo'ls . $9 . 00 
BUBER, HARTIN: The writings of Martin Buber; ed. by Will Herber; $3 . 25 
BUSH, DOUGLAS: Paradise Lost in Our Times; $2 . 50 
CAHAN, ABRAHAM: The Rise of oav id ,l.ev i nsky; SJ . 00 
CALHOUN, JOHN C.: A Disquisiti1on on Government; $2 . 50 
CARPENTER, F. I.: A Reference Guide to Edmund Spenser; $4.00 
CASE, A. E.: Four Essays on Gulliver•s Travels; s3 . 25 
CASE, S. F.: Bibliographical G,uide to the History of Christianity; $J . 75 
CASSIRER, E.: language and Myth; $3,00 
CHAMBERLAIN, JOHN: Farewell to Reform; $5 . 00 
CHASE, RICHARD: The American Novel and its Tradition; $J.OO 
CHESTNUT, H. 8.: Diary from Dixie; $5 . 00 
CHEYNEY, E. P.: A History of England from the Defeat of the Armada to the Death of Elizabeth; 

2 vols. u.3 . 00 
CHURCH, E. D.: catalogue of Books Relating to the Discovery and Early History of Horth and 

South America; compiled by G. w. Cole; 5 vols. $100.00 
CLARK, V. S.: History of Manufactures in u. s. (from 1607 - 1928) 3 volumes, illus. $JO . OO 
CLARK, 8. H.: wor1d Drama; 2 vols. each $ij.OO 
CLEVELAND, CATHERINE C.: The Great Revival in the west 1797 - 1805; s3 . 25 
COFFEY, P.: Epistemology; 2 vols . s~.95 each 
COFFEY, P.: Ontology; $ij.~Q 
COFFEY, P.: Science of Logic; 2 vols . $U.95 each 
COMMAGER, HENRY STEELE: Majority Rule and Minority Rights; $2.50 
CORNFORD, F. H.: From Religion to Philosophy, A Study in the Origins of Western Speculation; 

SJ.25 
CORWIN, EDWARDS.: court Over constitution, a study of Judicial Review as an instrument of 

popular government; SJ.SO 
Cyclopedia of American Government , ed. by McLaughlin and Hart; 3 vols. $27 . 00 
CYNEWULF•S POEMS: trans . into English prose by c. w. Kennedy; $ij . OO 

D"ABRO, A.: The Evolution of scientific Thought from Newton to Einstein; $,3.75 
DAMON, S. FOSTER: William Blake , his philosophy and symbols; $12 . 50 
DEISSMANN, ADOLPH: Paul - A study in social and religious history; trans. by Wm. E. Wilson; 

s3. 50 
DENNETT, TYLER: Roosevelt and the Russo-Japanese War; ss.oo 
DEWEY, JOHN: Essays in Experimental Logic; SJ . 75 
DEWEY, JOHN: The Influence of Darwin on Philosophy and other Essays; $3.75 
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Doop, ,Wm. E,.: Woodrow i Is n and His ark; 4. 0o 
DODD, w. G.: courtly Love i r~ Gower and ChaucPr; $ij . oo 
DOLUiD, JOHN: caste and Class in a Southern Town; s3 . 25 
DOLLARD, JOHN: criteria for the Life History; SJ . 25 
DOS PASSOS, JOHN: Three Soldiers; 2. so 
DREYER, J. L.: History of Astronomy from Thales to epler; 3. 75 
DuBOSE, J. W.: The Life and Times of ill iam Lowndes Yancey; 2 volumes 10. 00 
DULLES, FOSTER R.: America Learns to Ply, a History of Popul a r Recreation 1607-1940; illus . 

$6 . 00 
DUNNING, W. A.: Essays on the Civil ar and Recons ruction; . 4. 00 
DUTCHER, G. H. ed : A Guide to the Historical Literature , 1252 pages; 12.so 
EATON, CLEMENT: Freedom of Thought in the Old South; illus. $5 . 00 
EINSTEIN, AUERT: Relativity, The Special and General Thedry; 2. 50 
EKIRCH, A. A.: Idea of Progress in Am rica 1815-1860; 3. 75 
EMERTON, E. : Defensor Pacis of Marsi lio of Padua , a Critic 1 s udy; 2. so 
Essays in American History Dedicated to Frederick Jackson Turner; 3. 75 
EVANS, CHARLES: American Bibliography; 12 volumes; odd volu s 20 . 00 ach; Set 200.00 
FERGUSSON, FRANCIS: The Human Image in Dramatic Literature; s3 . oo 
FEUERBACH, LUDWIG: The Essence of Christianity; unabridged edition; 339 pages; trans. by 

George Eliot; intro. by arl Barth; foreword by Richard iebuhr; 3 . 50 
FITCH, GEORGE: At Good Old Siwash; $2 . 50 
FITCH, GEORGE: Petey Sirrmons at Siwash; $2 . 50 
FLEMING, W. L.: Civil war and Reconstruction in Alabama, illus. ; $10. 00 
FLEMING, WALTER L.: Documentary History of Reconstruction , Political , Military, Social , 

Religious , Educational and Industrial; 2 volumes bound in one; $12 . 50 
FLORES, ANGEL, ed: An Anthology of French Poetry from Nerval to Valery in English Tr nslation; 

s3. so 
FOLLETT, H.: creative Experience; $4 . 25 
FORCE, PETER: Tracts and other papers relating principally to the origin , settlement and 

progress of the Colonies in North America. ed. by Peter Force; 4 vols; 35 . 00 
FRENSSEN, GUSTAV: Jorn Uhl; $2 . 50 
Freud and the 20th Century - edited by B njamin Nelson; SJ . SO 
FRY, ROGER: vision and Design , unabridged edition; illus. 6 . 00 

GLAZEBROOK, RICHARD: A Dictionary of Applied Physics; 5 volumes; $15 . 00 per volume 
GOSSE, EDMUND: Life and Letters of John Donne; 2 vols. 10.00 
GRAVES, GEN. Wm. S.: America "s Siberian Adventure; $4.00 
GRAY, L. C. History of Agriculture in the southern United Sta es o 1860; 2 volumes; $16 . 00 
GROSS, C.: Sources and Literature of English History from the E r1 iest Times to about 1485 

(2nd ed. rev . and enl . ) s12 . so 
GUTHRIE, E. R.: The Psychology of Human Conflict: 4. 00 
HALEVY, ELIE: A History of the English People 1915-1830; 4. 25 
HALEVY, ELIE: A History of the English PeoplP 1830-1841; 4. 25 
HALEVY, ELIE: A History of the English People 18lH- 1895; $4. 25 
HALEVY, ELIE: A History of the English People 1895-1905 ; $4. 25 
HALEVY, ELIE: A History of the English People 1905-1914; 2 vols. $4 , 25 each 
HALEVY, ELtE: The Age of Cobden and eel 1841-1852; $3 . 00 
HARNACK, ADOLPH: What is Christianity; intro. by Rudolph Bultmann; $3 , 50 
HATCH, EDWIN: The Influence of Greek Ideas on Christianity; foreword by Frederick Grant; s3 .so 
HA"'40ND, E. P.: Chaucer , a Bibliographical Manual; . so 
HARPER, THOMAS: The Metaphysics of the School; 3 volumP-s; 7. 50 each 
HELMHOLTZ, H.: On the Sensa ions of Tone as a Physiological Basis for the Theory of Music; $12 . 50 
HENRY, ROBERT: The story of Reconstruction; $6 . 00 
HERSKOVITS, MELVILLE J.: Acculturation , the Study of Culture Contact; $3. 00 

~ERSKOVITS, HJ.: The Myth of the Negro Past; $4. 00 
HESSELTINE, Wm.: The Rise and Fall of Third Parties; 2. 00 
HIBBARD, B. H.: History of the Public Land Policies; $6 . 00 
HtCKS, J. R.: The Theory of ages; $4 . 00 
HOLMES, O. W.: Collected legal Papers; 4. 00 
HOPPER, STANLEY R., editor: Spiritual Problems 1n Contemporary Literature; $3 . so 
HURST, FANNY: Humoresque , and other stories; 2. so 
I ' ll Take y stand - The South and the Agrarian Tradition; by Twelve Southerners; ~. so 

JAMESON, J. F.: The American Revolution considered as a Social Movement; 2. 50 
JEWETT, SARAH ORNE: Best Stories , preface by Willa cat er; 2 vols. bound in one; $5 . 00 
JOHNSON, C.: Old Time Schools and School Books ; $4. 00 
KAUFMANN, WALTER, ed. : Existentialism from Dostoevsky to Sartre; 3. 50 
KELLY, JAMES: American catalogue of Books Published in the United States from Jan . 1861 to 

Jan. 1866; 8, 00 



KELLY, JAMES: American catalogue of Books ublished in the United Stales from Jan. 1 t6 to, 
Jan. 1871; $8. 00 

KELLY, MYRA: Little Citizens , t e Humors of School Life; $2 . 50 
KENDALL, AMOS: Autobiography, ed. Stickney; $7 . 50 
KIRBY, THOMAS I.: Chaucer ' s Troilus , a Study in Courtly Love; $4 . 00 
KNlGHT: Journal of Madam Knight , ed inship; $3 . 00 
KOCH, ADRIENNE: The Philosophy of Thomas Jefferson; $3 . 50 
KREY, A. C.: The First crusade , Accounts of Eye-Witnesses and Participants; $U . 00 
LASSWELL, HAROLO D.: Politics: Who Gets What, When, and How; $J . 25 
LeGALLIENNE, RICHARD: Pieces of Eight; 2.25 
LEGGE, F.: Forerunners and Rivals of Christianity; 2 vols. bound in one 
LEFEVER, ERNEST: Ethics and Foreign Policy; $3 . 00 
Lower Norfolk county , Virginia, Antiquary , 5 vols bound in 2; S25 . 00 
LOWIE. R.H.: Culture and Ethnology; $3 . 00 
HaclVER, R.H.: Group Relations and Group Antagonisms; $J . 50 

$10. 00 

HALE, EMILE: The Gothic Image - Religious Art in France in the Thirteenth century; su . oo 
MALLETT, D. T.: Index for Artists , International - Biographical; $12 . 00 
HALLETT, o,. T. : Supplement to Index of Artists; $8,50 
HANLY, J. H.: Some New Light on Chaucer; illus. $4. 00 
HANTZIUS, K.: A History of Theatrical Art in Ancien and Modern Times; 6 volumes; $6. 00 each 
HASSON, DAVIS: Life of John Milton , narrated in connection with the political , literary and 

ecclesiastical history of his time; 7 vols. ; $60 . 00 
HAXSON, CHARLES H. : The Great Awakening in the Middle Col onies; $J . 25 
HcREE, G. J.: life and Correspondence of James Iredell; 2 vols bound in one; $10 . 00 
MEYER, 8. H. : History of Transportation in the u. s. before 1860; with maps; $10 , 00 
HILLER, PERRY, editor: The American Transcendentalists - Their Prose and Poetry; SJ . 25 
MORRISON, HUGH: Louis Sullivan , Prophet of Modern Architecture; illus. $6 . 00 
MOULTON, C. W. : The Library of Literary criticism of English and American Authors; 8 volumes; 

$8. 00 each 
MUMFORD, L.: The Story of Utopias: $3 • 75 
NEXO, H. A.: Ditte (Girl Alive , Daughter of Man, Towards the stars) 3 volumes in 1; $5. 00 
NEXO, MARTIN ANDERSON: In God•s Land; S.2. 50 
NEXO, HARTIN ANDERSON : Pelle the conqueror; 4 volumes in 1; $6,00 
OSGOOD, H. L.: American Colonies in the 17th century; 3 volumes; $7 . 50 per vol . 
OSGOOD, H. L.: American Colonies in the 18th Century; lli- vols. $7 .,50 per vol . 
PANOFSKY, ERWIN: Meaning in the Visual A.rts; profuse1y illustrated; s.3 . 50 
PAXSON, FREDERIC L.: When the west is Gone; $2 . 50 
PHILLIPS, U. 8.: American Negro Slavery, a Survey of the Supply, Employment and control of 

Negro Labor as Determined by the lantation Regime; S.6 .,00 
PHILLIPS, ULRICH B.: The Course of the South to Secession; $.3 , 50 
PIPER, C. V. and MORSE, W. J.: The Soybean (illustrated) $4. 50 
Poole ' s Index to Periodical Literature; 6 volumes bound in 7; 105. 00; Separate volumes; 15 . 00 each 

Vol . 1 (1802- 1881) Part 1 (A-J) Part 2 (K-Z) 
Vol . 2 (1882-1887) (1st Supplement) 
vol . 3 (1887-1892) (2nd supplement) 
Vol . 4 (1892- 1896) (3rd Supplement) 
Vol . 5 (1897-1902) (4th Supplement) 
Vol . 6 (1902- 1906) (5th Supplement) 

POUND, ROSCOE: Formative Era of American Law; s3 .oo 
PRATT, J. W. : Expansionists of 1812; s.3 . 75 
PRATT, JULIUS: Expansionists of 1898, the Acqujsition of Hawaii and the Spanish Islands; $5, 00 
PRAZ, MARIO: The Flaming Heart; Essays on crashaw, Machiavelli and other studies of the relations 

between Italian and English Literature from Chaucer to T. s. Eliot; SJ . 50 
PRZVWARA, ERICH, editor: An Augustine Synthesis; $4 . 00 
PYLE, J. G.: The Life of James J . Hill; 2 volumes, $8 . 0t 
RADIN, E. H. : Primitive Man as Philosopher; $3 . 75 
RADISSON, PETER ESPRIT : Voyages of • •• Being an account of his travels and experiences among 

the orth American Indians , from 1652 to 1684; $7. 50 
RAF'INESQUE, S. C.: Pree is Des Decouvertes somiologiques; intro. by E. D. Merri 11; $4. 00 
RAFINESQUE, s. C.: western Minerva, or American Annals of Knowledge and Literature; 

intro. by E. D. Merrill; $6, 00 
RAND, E. H.: Founders of the Middle Ages; $3 . 75 
REGIER, c. C.: The Era of the Muckrakers; $4. 25 
RILEY, WOODBRIDGE: Amer~can Thought from Puritanism to Pragmatism; $4, 00 
ROBBINS, ROY: Our Landed Heritage - The Public Domain 1776-1936; $5, 50 

• 



ROOT 1 ft. K.: The Poetry of thaucer, a Guid to i s Stu y and Appreci tion; R v. Ed . 3. 75 
OORBACH, 0. A.: Bib1iotheca Americana, Ii volumes: 

Vol . 1 - 1820-1852; 12 . 50 
Vol . 2. - Oct . 1852 - May 1855; Supplement; $ .oo 
Vol . 3. - y 1855 - arch 1858; Addenda; sn. oo 
Vol . 4. - March 1858 - January 861; $3.50 

ROSS, DENMAN: Theory of Pure Desi n; $4.00 
ROYCE, JOSIAH: The Reli gious Aspect of Philosophy; $3, 75 
RUTHERFORD, L. : John Pe ter Zenger , his press , his trial , and a bibl io of Zn r imprints; 

also a repri nt of the first edi ion of his rial; S5 , 00 
SANTAYANA, GEORGE: Winds of Doc rine , and Platonism and he Spiritual Life; 3 , 50 
SANTAYANA, GEORGE: Interpretations o Poetry and Reli ion; 3.50 
SARGENT, CHARLES S.: Silva of or h America; a description of the tre s hich grow naturally 

in Nort h Ameri ca exclusive of M xico; 14 volum s bound in 7; 200 . 00 illustrc d 
SCHLAUCH, M. : Tnt Gift of Language; s3.75 
SCHUCKING, L. L.: Character ~roblems in Shakespeare ' s Pl ays; sn . oo 
SCHUYLER, ROBERT: The constitution oft e United States; an His oric 1 Survey; s3 , 50 
SCOTT, w~. R.: The Constitution and Finance of English , Seo tis nd Irish Join-sock 

Companies to 1720; 3 volumes; 30 . 00 
SHERMAN, S. P.: Matthew Arnold , How to Kno Him; 2. 50 
SHERMAN, S. P.: Shaping Men and omen; $2,50 
Slave Songs of the United States (edited by . F. Allen, c. P. are nd L. . Ga rison); 3. 00 
SMITH, Preserved: History of Modern Culture; 2 vols . 15, 00 
SOREL, GEORGES: Reflections on Violence; , oo 
SPENCER, THEODORE, editor: A Garland for John Donne 1631-1931; 3 . 75 
SPRATLING, WILLIAM: Little Mexico; $4 . 00 
STEFFENS, LINCOLN: The Shame of the Cities; s3. 50 
STEPHEN, LESLIE: History of English Thoug t in the Ei hteenth C nu y; 2 volumes; $12 . 50 
STEPHEN, LESLIE: The English Utili arians - Jeremy Bentham, Ja s ill , John Stuar Mill 

3 vols . bound in one; $15.00 
STODOLA, A.: Steam and Gas Turbines, trans. from the 6th German Edition; 2 vols. ; 22 . 00 
STOKES, F. G.: Dictionary of the Characters and Prop r s in h orks of Shak spare; 6. 75 
STRAYER, J. R.: The Interpretation of History; 3.00 
SUDERMAN, HERMAN: Dame care; Sl. 75 
SULLIVAN, LOUIS H.: The Autobi ography of an Idea; with foreword by Claude Bragdon; illus. 3. 75 
TAINE, H. A.: The Ancient Regime; 4, 50 
TAINE, H. A.: The French Revolution; .3 volumes ; 4. 50 each 
TAINE, H. A.: The Modern Regime; 2 vo1umes; 4, 50 each 
TARBELL, IDA M. : The History of the Standard Oil Company; 2 volumes in one; illus. 10 . 00 
TATE, ALLEN: The Man of Letters in the Modern World; $J . 25 
Transcript of the Registers of the Company of Stationers of London, 1554- 1640, in ive volumes; 

ed. by Edward Arber; also a Transcript of the Registers of the orshipful Company o 
Stationers , London, frcxn 16lW-1708, in .3 volumes. 8 vols . in all ; $150 . 00 

TURNER, F. J.: The significance of sections in American History; 4. 25 
TURNER, F. J.: The United States 1830-1850; illus. 5. 50 
TYLOR, EDWARD BURNETT: The Origins of Culture - Part 1 of Pr imitive Culture; ith in ro. by 

Paul Radin; $4. 00 
TYLOR, EDWARD BURNETT: Religion in Pr imitive Culture ; with intro. by aul Radin; 4. 00 
UNAMUNO, MIGUEL DE: The Tragi c Sense of Lie; s3 . 15 
VAN TYNE, C.H.: The Loyalist s in the American Revolution; $4. 50 
VAN TYNE, c. H.: The causes of the war of Independence; $5. 00 
VENABLE, w. H.: Beginnings of Literary Culture in the Ohio Valley; 7, 50 
VON BORCKE, HEROS: Memoirs of the Confederate war for Independence; 2 volumes; $8 , 00 
VON SCHEER, ADMIRAL: Germany ' s High Seas Fleet in the orld ar ; $5 , 00 
WARD, ARTEMUS: The Encyclopedia of Food; volume 1 (Text) ; $12. 50 
WARE, NORMAN: The Industrial Worker 1840-1860; 4. 00 
WARNER, w. L.: social class in Ameri ca; $4 . 50 
WEGELIN, o.: Bibliography of Amer ican Poetry , 1650-1820; 2 volumes in 1; 10 . 00 
WEGELIN, 0.: Bibliography of Early Ame rican Ficti~n , 1?74-1830; _s5 . ?0 . . 
WEINBERG, A. K.: Manifest Destiny, a Study of National 1st Expansion 1n American History; $7 . 50 
WE I SS, PAUL: Rea 1 i t y ; Sil . 00 
WELLS, H. G.: Ann veronica; $2 . 25 
WESTON, JULIA L.: From Ritual to Romance; with verse and prose excerpts , trans. by 

Ma ry M. McLaughlin; 3 , oo 
WILSON, WOODROW: congressional Government; introduction by alter Lippmann; 3. 00 
WISSLER, CLARk: The American Indian; 3rd edition ; $5 . 50 
WOLFE, BERTRAM D.: Three Who Made a Revolution , a Bio raphical History; $4 , 00 
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DESIRABLE PAPER BACK TITLES FOR LIBRARY USE 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM US IN HARD COVERS 

ADAMS, F. o. : The Birth and Development of the Geological Sciences; $3 . 75 
ANDRADE, E. N. da C. : An Approach to Modern Physics; $J . OO 
BARTH, KARL: The ord of God and Man; trans. by Douglas Horton; 3. 50 
BARZUN, JACQUES : Darwin, arx, a ner critique of a Heritage; 2nd Rev . Ed . 3. 00 
BEHIS, SAMUEL F.: The Diplomacy of the American Revolution; 1957 edition; s3 . 15 
BUBER, HARTIN: The writings of artin Buber; edited by Will Herberg; $3 . 25 
CASSIRER, E.: Language and Myth; $J , OO 
CHASE, RICHARD: The American Novel and its Tradition; $3 . 00 
CLARK, 8. H.: World Drama; 2 vols . each $4 , 00 

.. ' 

CORNFORD, f. H.: From Rel i ion to Philosophy, a Study in the Origins o Western Speculation; s3. 25 
OEISSHANN, ADOLPH: Paul - a Study in Social and Religious History; trans. by Wm. E. Wilson; s3 . 50 
D'ABRO, A.: The Evolution of Scientific Though from ewton to Einstein; 3. 75 
DEWEY, JOHN: Essays in Experimental Logic; $3 . 75 
DOLLARD, JOHN: caste and Class in a Southern Town; $3 , 25 
DREYER, J. L.: His ory of As ronomy from Thales to Kepler; s3 . 15 
FERGUSSON, FRANCIS: The Human Image in Dramatic Literature; $J . OO 
FEUERBACH, LUDWIG : The Essence of Christianity; unabridged edition; 339 pages; 

trans .. by George Eliot; intro. by Karl Barth; forewo rd by Richard Niebuhr; $3 . 50 
FLORES, ANGEL, editor: An Anthology of French Poetry from Nerval to Valery in English 

Translation; SJ . SO 
Freud and the 20th Century - edited by Benjamin Nelson; s3. 50 
HARNACK, ADOLPH: hat is Christiani y; intro. by Rudolph Bultmann; $3. 50 
HATCH, EDWIN: The Influence of Greek Ideas on Christianity; foreword by Frederick Grant; $3 . 50 
HERSKOVITS, H.J.: The yth of the egro Past; ij , 00 
HOPPER, STANLEY R., editor: Spiritual Problems in Contemporary Literature; SJ . 50 
KAUFMANN, WALTER, ed. : Existential ism from Dostoevsky to Sartre; $3 , 50 
LEFEVER, ERNEST: Ethics and Foreign Policy; s3 .oo 
HALE, EMILE: The Gothic Image - Religious Art in France int Thirteenth Century; $4 . 00 
HILLER, PERRY, editor: The American Transcendentalists - Their Prose and Poetry; $3 . 25 
PANOFSKY, ERWIN: Meaning in the Visual Arts; profusely illustrated ; $3 . so 
PRAZ, MARIO: The Flaming Heart; Essays on Crashaw, Machiavelli and other studies of the relations 

between Italian and English literature from Chaucer to T. S. Eliot; s3 . 50 
PRZYWARA, ERICH, editor: An Augustine Synthesis; $~ . 00 
RADIN, E. H.: Primitive Man as Phi1osopher; SJ . 75 
RAND, E. H.: Founders of the Middle Ages; $3 , 75 
ROYCE, JOSIAH: The Religious Aspect of Philosophy; 3 . 75 
SANTAYANA, GEORGE: Winds of Doctrine, and Platonism and the Spiritual Life ; $3 . 50 
SANTAYANA, GEORGE: Interpretations of Poetry and Religion; $J . 50 
SCHLAUCH, H.: The Gift of Language; SJ . 75 
SULLIVAN, LOUIS: The Autobiography of an Idea; illus $3. 75 
TATE, ALLEN: The Man of Letters in the Modern World; $3. 25 
TYLOR, EDWARD BURNETT: Religion in Primitive Culture,with intro. by Paul Radin; $4 . 00 
TYLOR, EDWARD BURNETT: The Origins of Culture - Part 1 of Primitive Culture; with 

intro. by Paul Radin; $ij . OO 
UNAHUNO, MIGUEL de: The Tragic Sense of Life; SJ . 75 
WESTON, JULIA L.: From Ritual to Romance; with verse and prose excerpts , trans. by Mary M. 

Mclaughlin; $J . OO 
WILSON, WOODROW : congressional Government; intro by Walter Lippman; 3 . 00 
WOLFE, BERTRAM D.: Three Who Made a Revolution, a Biographical History; $4 . 00 
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LIST OF SCARCE & DESIRABLE BOOKS ON MICROCARDS 

ADAMS, C. F.: Chapters of Erie and other Essays; (8 cards); 3 . 25 
ADAMS, C. F.: Familiar Le ters o John Ad ms and His ife Abi ail Adams, durin th R volu ion; 

( 8 cards) ; $3 . oo 
HENRY: Documents Rela ing to ew En land Federal ism, 
J.Q.: Memoirs , ed . Charles Francis Ad~ms; 12 vols 

1800-1815; (5 cards); 2. 50 
c rds); 35 . 00 

ADAMS, 
ADAMS, 
ADAMS, W. F.: Ireland and Irish Emigration to the ew orld from 815 to e Famin; (10 c rds); 

$3 . so 
AMOROS TRACTS, 3 vols~: Publica ions of the Prince Societ ; (23 cards); $10 . 00 
ARBER, E., editor: The Firs Three Engl is Boos on America , 1511-1555 A.O.; (13 c· r s); .oo 
ARNOLD, H.: Essays in .Criticism, 3rd series; (4 cards); $1.50 
ASBURY, REV. F. : Journals August 1771 - December 1815; 3 vols (15 car ); !:) . 00 
BALLAGH, J. c. : A History of Slavery in Vir inia; {4 cards); 2. 00 
BEACH, J. W.: Romantic view of Poetry; (3 cards); 2. 00 
BERGER, MAX: The British Traveller in A rica 1836-1800; (5 cards); 2. 25 
BRADBROOK, H. C.: Themes and Conventions of Elizabethan Trag dy; (4 cards); 2. 00 
BRAOBROOk, H. C.: Elizabethan Stage Conditions , a study of their pl c in h interpretation of 

Shakespeare ' s plays; (3 cards); 2. 00 
BOKER, GEORGE H. : P1ays and Poems, 3rd ed 2 vols . (13 cards); 5. 00 
BRISSENOEN, P. F.: The I ... ; a Study of American Syndic lism; 2nd ed. ( c rds); 3 . 60 
BURK, J. D.: History of Virginia; 4 vols . (42 cards); 17 . 50 
BUTLER, JAMES R.H.: The Passing of he Great Reform Bill; (10 cards); 3 . 50 
CALUHAN, J.M.: Diplomatic History of the southern conf deracy; (6 cards); 2. 50 
CAREY, H. C.: Princip1es of Political Economy; .3 vols . (21 cards); 8. 40 
CAREY, H. C.: Principles of Social Sciences; 2 vols . (24 cards); $9 , 60 
CARPENTER, RHYS: The £sthetic Basis of Greek Art of the 5th and 4 h CPn uri es B. C.; (3 c rs); 

$2 . 00 
CAmRALL, R. C.H.: The Second Banko he united States; (11 cards); . irn 

CHASE, L. N. : The English Heroic Play , a critical description of the rhy d ra edy of the 
Restoration; (4 cards); 2,.00 

COLE, A. C.: Whig Party in the South; (9 cards); J . 50 
CREIGHTON, CHARLES: A History of Epidemics in Britain; 2 v~ls. (31 cards); $12 . 50 
DeB<M. J. : lndust rial Resources of the Soutt,ern and Western tates; 3 vols (38 cards); $16 . 00 
DODD, W. G.: Courtly Love in Chaucer and Gower; (6 cards); $2.~0 
DRAKE, DANIEL: Natural and statistical View, or Picture of Cincinna an th iami coun y; 

( 7 ca rd s ) ; 2. 7 5 
DUNBAR, H.F.: Symbol ism in Medieval Thought and its Consumma ion in Divine Comedy; 

(11 cards); $ . iw 

DUNLAP, Wm.: Life of Charles Brockden Brown; 2 vols . (10 cards); $J . 50 
EINSTEIN, L. O. : The rtalian Renaissance in En land; (6 cards); 2, 40 
FIELD, T. W.: An Essay Towards an Indian Bibliography; (5 cards); $2 , 50 
FIGGIS, J. N.: The Political Aspects of St Augustine · s city of God; (3 cads); 2. 00 
FISH, C.: Civil Service and the Patronage; (6 cards); $2 , 40 
FITZHUGH, G. : Cannibals All , or slaves wi hout masters; (6 c rds); 2. 40 
FORD, G. s. : stein and the Era of R onn in Prussi ; (5 c rds); s2 . oo 
FROTHINGHAM, O. 8.: Transcendentalism in ew England; (6 cards); 2. 40 
GAINES, F. P.: The Southern Plan ation; study in the development and accuracy o a tradition; 

(it cards}; $2 . 25 
GALLATI~, ALBERT: Writings , ed. Henry Adams; 3 vols. (2.3 cards); 7. 50 
GARLAND, H.: Crumbling Idols; (3 cards); $2 . 00 
GENEST, J.: Some Account of the En lish Sage from the Restoration in 1660 to 10.30; 

10 vols. (72 cards); 30 . oo 
GODDARD, H. C.: Studies in ew England Transcenden al ism; (5 cards); 2. 25 
HALL, JAMES: Letters from the est; (6 cards); $2. 40 
HAVENS, R. D.: The Influence of Milton on English Poetry; (1 cards); s. oo 
HAYNES, F. D.: Third Party Movements Since the civil war; (8 cards); SJ . SO 
HICKS, J. D.: The Populist Revolt , a history of the Farmers • Alliance and the People ' s Party; 

{7 cards); 2. 75 
HILDEBURN, C. S.: A Century o Printing - The Issues of the Press in Pennsylvania 1685-1784; 

2 vol s. ( 2 2 ca rd s ) ; 8 • o O 
HUNDLEY, D.R.: socia1 Relations in Our Southern states; (5 cards); $2 . 00 
JERNEGAN, M. W.: Laborin and Dependent classes in Colonial America 1607-1783; (6 cards); $2 . 40 
KELSO, R.: The Doctrine of .the English G ntleman in the 16th century; (7 cards}; $2. 80 
KITTREDGE, G. L.: A Study of Gawain and the Green Knight; (5 cards); $2, 00 
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LARNED, J. H.: The Literature of American History; (14 cai-ds); $5 . 00 " 
LAWRENCE, W. J.: The Elizabethan Playhouse and Other Studies; series 1 and 2 (14 cards); 5. 50' 
LEDYARD, J.: Journal of capt .. cook ' s Last Voyage to the Pacific Ocean; (6 cards); $2 . 50 
LEWIS, O. F.: Development of American Prisons and Prison Customs 1776-1845; (7 cards); 2, 75 
LOUNSBURY, T. R. : Studies in Chaucer; 3 vols. (22 cards); $10 . 00 
MALONE, D.: Public Life of Thomas cooper 1783-1839; (6 cards); $2 . 50 
Memorial on the Upward Forces of Fluids and their applicability to several arts , sciences and 

public improvements; for which a patent has been grarted by the U. S. to the author, 
Edmond Charles Genet, a citizen of the u. S. ; (Albany 1825) (3 cards); $2 . 00 

MESICK, J. L.: English Traveller in America 1785-1835; (8 cards}; s3 . oo 
MYRDAL, GUNNAR: Population , a Problem for Democracy; (4 cards); s2 .oo 
Narragansett Club Publications series 1, Vols. 1 to 6 (the collected writings of Roger Williams} 

(63 cards); $25, 00 
NORDHOFF, C.: The Conrnunistic Societies of the u. s.: (10 cards); $3 , 50 

OSGOOD, c. R.: The Classical Mythology of Milton ' s English Poems; (4 cards); $2 . 00 
OSGOOO, E. S.: The Day of the Cattleman; (7 cards); S2 . 75 
PEASE, T. C.: The Leveller Movement; (5 cards); $2 , 50 
PERRY, HENRY: The Comic Spirit in Restoration Drama; (3 cards); s2. oo 
PIKE, J. S.: First Blows of the Civil war; (11 cards); $4 . 00 
POORE, 8. P.: The Conspiracy Trial for the Murder of the President , and the attempt to 

overthrow the government by the assassination of its principal officers; 3 vols. 
(26 cards}; $10. 00 

QUINTANO, RICARDO: The Mind and Art of Jonathan Swift; (8 cards); $3 . 20 
REED, A. L.: The Background of Gray ' s Elegy , a study in the taste for melancholy poetry; 

(6 cards); S2 . 40 
RUSSEL, R.R.: Economic Aspects of Southern Sectionalism 1840- 1861; (7 cards}; $2. 75 
SCHWAB, J. C.: confederate states of America 1861-5; (7 cards); $3 . 00 
SEARIGHT, T. B.: The Old Pike , A history of the National Road; (12 cards); $4 . 00 
SEWALL, SAMUEL: Diary 1674-1729; 3 vols. (35 cards}; $1~ . oo 
SHACKFORD, H. H.: Legends and Satires from Medieval Literature; (3 cards); s2.oo 
SINGn, G. F.: The Epistolary Novel , its origin ,. deve,opment, dec1 ine and residuary 

influence; (6 cards); 2. 40 
SPENCER, THEODORE : Death and Elizabethan Tragedy , a study of convention and opinion in the 

Elizabethan drama; (4 cards); $2 . 25 
SPURGEON, C. S.: Mysticism in English Literature; (3 cards); s2 .oo 
STAUFFER, DONALD: The Intent of the Critic; (3 cards); $2,00 
STEPHENSON, G. H.: Political History of Public lands 181,1.0-62; (7 cards); SJ . 00 

TATE, ALLEN: The Language of Poetry; {2 cards); $1 , 50 
Tea Leaves - Being a collection of letters and documents relati~g to the shipment of tea 

to the American Colonies in the year 1773, by the East India Tea company; 
(5 cards}; $2 . 00 

THOMAS, 1.: History of Printing in America; 2 vols. (29 cards); $12 . 00 
TILLOTSON, G.: On the Poetry of Pope; (3 cards) ; $2 . 00 
TODD, G. B.: Life and Letters of Joel Barlow; (7 cards); $2 . 75 
TORREY, N. L.: Voltaire and the English Deists; (6 cards); S2 . 40 

TRYON, R.H.: Household Manufactures in the u. s. 1640-1860; (7 cards}; $2 . 75 
TUCKER, GEORGE: Balcombe , a Novel; (9 cards); S3. 60 
WEEDEN, W. B.: ~conomic and Social History of ew England 1620-1789; 2 vols. (19 cards); $7 . 50 
WELSH, C.: A Bookseller of the Last Century , being some account of the lie of John Newberry; 

{9 cards); $3 , 50 
WILLIAMS, M. W.: Anglo-American Isthmian Diplomacy 1815-1915; (9 cards); s2. so 
WOLFBEIN, S. L. : The Decline of a Textile City, a study of Hew Bedford; (~ cards); s2 . oo 
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• .. 

Miss Katharine n. McCagg 
:1anagl F..dl tor 
eacon Press, Incorporated 

25 Reacon treet 
Bost~n a • . sachusetts 

My dear Ht . a McCagg: 

Thank you for th copt s of the edition of my 
ESr.IA. IC P CUU.TION I 1~ E which you sent 

me. The format la a very attr cttve one and I 
want to thank you for the trouble w lch you took 
tn publtahlng tt. I am enclo ing a let er f tch 
I rec tved from a Peter Smith of Gl ~ceater, 
Massachusetts. It la self- xplanatory. I would 
like your judgment tn the matter. 

'tth warmest r ards and a l l ood wl ha , I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILL L SILV 

AHS:bfm 

Enclosure: 
Copy of 1 tter d t d 3/2/59 



• • .. 

Beacon Press, 25 B faron 5treet Boston 8, Ala sachus Us 

CApitol 7-3660 

Marc 11, 1959 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Eas~ 105th Street at An el Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dar Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter o 
_pleased that you like our paper edl tion of WJ,;11.., ...., .1~ .n.1,,.1.. 

I ISRAEL. • 

4. I am very 
SPECULATION 

Peter Smith in Gloucester h s already ritten to us about 

producing a cloth-bound library edition of your book, and the ar

rangement is quite agreeable to us, s it do s not infringe upon 

our market. The arrangement is that he pq-s you a 10% royalty, 

and he merely buys the books from us. e, of course, do not P~ 

a royalty to you on those specific books whic he buys. ccor 

ingly, I sug est th t you write to Peter Smith in Gloucester in

die ting your agreement, if such is the case. 

If there is anythin more that I can do, I hope you will 

let me lmow. i th ery best wi hes, 

Since ly 

~~ 
an ging Edi tor 



,a . 

Mr. eter S:utth 
20 Railroad Av nue 
Glouce tr, Haas. 

My dear ,fr. Smlth: 

rch 13, 1959 

Thank you for your lett r of rch 2nd. The 
arrangement which you au et ln y ur letter 
for product a cloth-bound ltbr ry edition of 
my book "A Ht tory of lanlc Sp culation'' 
and the financial arr~ng nt r atl factory. 

1th all ood wish• • Ir main 

Ve cordially y urs, 

A :bfm 




