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We take pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your manu cript: -

which will have our immediate ,attention.* 

THE MACMILLA COMPA Y 

... J.. .ul. c .l 

*While every rco onable precaution i taken to core /or the manuscripts submitted lo 

f'1is company. we can only receive such manu cripts with the understanding that we 

assume no re ponsibility /or any lo , damage or injury thereto. 
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ATLANTA CHICAGO DALLAS SAN FRAN CI S C O L ONDON 

BRETT-MACMILLAN , GALT, ONTARIO 

CABLE ADDRESS /Jlj / / • / 
PACHAMAc N EW YORK YuftttJne1'i 

• 

anuary h, .961 

Dr. bba Billel ilver, Rabbi 
19~ haker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights , Oh~o 

Dear bbi Si ve : 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 5 - 4 000 

MANI L A 

It was goo to ha e your telephone cal y esterd y and to learn tr~ yo r 
arribean trip was p en urable arid yo r return .ome safe one. 

ow hat my ~ecr ary 
script re 1rned to yo 
Pro ssor lbrJ.ght. 
had an op ortt'ni ty to 

is back n e off c~ a a~n, we can have yo ,ype
so tha it • y be m de vai ble for a re· 'Jng b ~ 

e WJ.11 elccme some ord o • is rec -ion after e has 
read them n script. 

Cur reader as very 1 uc i re sed i h e uali ty and the importance f 
this w rk. e had but a fe general ggP~t ons ~ela ing .. nf'llmg, sty 
of w i ing in some ew in tances, nd t e rans 1.teration of Heb r e in o 
nglish. ery likely yot' pl ed to do some extra ork on tte m 11scr1p 

before inaJ.l.,r returring i to us. 

ihen he ype cr1p s rE'turned, I r..a l wan o ave a .,an fac .uri g e .m-
a e pre are , and .hen con~ult wi h our 01 pan,· officer 1.n re .ard o a ccn
tract off r . These matter w1.11 be expedited as soon as te nianu cr ·pt i 
re urned o me foll o r.i ng e reading y Professor Albri ght, and th making 
of any inal ccrr c oPL at yo plan o ncorporate i ,o he ext. 

ri h my very P.St o wishes o you and Mrs l er or 19[1. 

or··1-. 

bro 
B:ah 
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FORE.WORD 

It was with ~sea that the ~orah reli~ion of Israel began 

and it was among the tribes w tch later on constituted the northern Kingdom 

of Israel that the 'T'orah of YHVH was .ir t e~ta !shed. ~he cardinal, 

spiritual and et teal teach.inns of the ori~inal "'orah which were n er 

surpassed were those of~ es an~ n t of th later pro 

Judah. 

ts nf t ael or 

: -.,.,o · istinct traditions are re /; lected int e historic an legal 

wri:.: i!,~3 r1: t . 1 .., i ble -- on o n rthern Is-ael an_ t e otl er of southern 

Jud · h. n a cnse, -srael an Judah iere a lways two separate peoples. 

ncve tr 11ly 1 it . d, .. v n 'J in t , !'le • ! of t f' United Kingdom. 

Tlese two pcqplcs h l C cial origin and many 

ance tral memories, ,ut their hi.·toric ex eriances from earlic t times 

differed sharply. 

n,e more important center of YHVH worship arose in the North 

wheT.'e the Hebrew• who h d left E ypt un er fl.1osea had Rettled. They brou ht 

with them the ort~lnal Torah which he ha tven them. 

Th~ Kin~dom of Judah out-lived the tngdom of Israel by almo~t 

a century and a half. Judean scribes re-caqt whn e,er they ch se to 

preserve out of the wrtttn~• of northern I rael. They edited the historical 

records, often to the dtsparagement oft e North. ThPtr con tant atm was 

to xtoll the Judean Davi ic dynasty an the Levtttcal hierarchy of the 

outh. 
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The long existing difference• between the rth and the 

South and the final rift w~tch took place in the tenth century TMY 

serve to explain many inner contradictions in our ffiblica records 

for w ich n~ satisfactory explanatt ns h ve ag vet heen found. 

The orthern crudltlon 1 set deeply in th events of the 

F.xo u9. It is dominated, far mo~e than the ~out ern tradition, by the 

per~onaltty of ~ses, the foremo. t relt 1•:>us ~enius of all times. 

, • •, w ic h ~ave to t e Hebrew serf whom he led 

0 t ~ rled hy them triumpha tly as con1 erors into Canaan. 

I ::.:·e c~nturi ,: H f.::::h fol ow d, ho :e ·er, thi ~o""','l ad to ~truggle for 

and neglect which .. e~ or. ••:i.rr t..., . ..., .t . ... n 

': vl'l:; •_ P , to which all the reat 

pro et~ o , tr r.lm _ 0 1 cy :-.> ,V\ t. 1.r, and to W OSe 

ch~mp\oning and d f nae t m c lv s having been 

sumnoned, where this Torah ls to be found, and o,,, it fared in Israel 

an Ju ah is the subject of this stu y. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

April, 1961 



The forrrula, "He visits the iniquity of th fath r up n the 

children to the third and the fourth generation'', occurs twice -- ln 

Ex. 34. 7 an·J Nu. 14.18. With the quali f ying clnuse, ' f those who hate 

Me but showing steadfast love to the thous ndth genera~ on of th s ho 

lo e Me and keep My conmandrocnts", 1 t appears in both the Decalogue • 

It is clearly not part of the a-called Thirteen Attributes of YHVH which 

~re enumerated in Ex. 34.7. Actually only nine attributes are enumerated. 

Th i:,roi,· et. '.•Uca1 paraphrases them in 7.lij-20 and qets their ori~in in 

e rli •c.· ti, s, ''A hou has sworn unto our atlcrs from the davs of old". 

Th y are al 1 attri ut.as of rn re , as '..falmonodes pointed out 

,i,c .... '1 cl .:.._1 r t 1c gui ty" , ' 1,-.: i its t he 

tl ,e c! i ljr n· · 3 .a lei e. r a.:.id l t.i o n. .:iuc i 

.. - ·• nd He wt 11 bJ! no 

l u1:l s of the fat ers upon 

s.: t,:t:;!nt is clearly lnc.on~ruous 

1 n the ontext o.c ~he appcalc. wl i~l.-t ar adc.r s1:d to :.NH to forgive the 

sius f the peop e wh ch t.:h.?y co.nmitted n t. 1 king of the Golden Calf 

(~. 32-34) and in con piring to return to Eg.rpt after they heard the report 

of the twelve who were sent to spy ou'" the l · nd f Canaan (Nu. 13-14) . 

The qualifying clause w ich 1 found in the eclogues is a 

softenin~ of the formula w ich, as we h ··ve suggested, h a gained currency 

among the people during the catastrophic y ~r of spiritual confusion of 

the sixth century. 



Hr. Guy Brown 
'Die Macm1 l lan Company 
60 Fifth Avenue 
Nev York 11, New York 

My dur Mr. Brownt 

April 6, 1961 

Penalt .. to thank you for your kind letter of April 4th. 
I• very plUNd that the t-iac:mlllan Campany vill publish 
ay book, "Ho ... And The Original Torah". '1'be tanaa of the 
contract vhlcb you offer are entirely aatlaf.ctory, and 
I ahall be •ery pl•Md co aign the contract vben you aend 
lt to me. 

The •ra.aacrtpt atill 1acka an index, a word of introduction 
and a dedicatory page. 

With varmeat z-eaarda and all good vtah .. , 1 nmain 

Very Cordially youn, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

AHStrlh 

I 



CABLE ADDRESS OJJ 'I, · I 
PAcHA M Ac NE W voRK Y lt t r , tJ / lf?J'j 

• 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 5 -4000 

G UY BROWN 

DIRECTOR AND EDITOR 

R E LIG IO 1 B O O K DEPARTl\I E~ T 

April 10, 1961 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear nr-. Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter of April 6th accepting the terms 
of our contract offer for the publication or your new book: MOSES AND 
THE ORIGINAL TORAH. We shall have the formal contract agreement pre
pared for your signature. Very likely I shall be able to send i t along 
later in the week. 

Enclosed is a supplementary information sheet t hat will be helpful to 
us in planning promotion and publicity. Do send it along at your early 
convenience. We shall also look forward to the receipt of your intro
duction and dedicatory page. We have made allowance for an Introduction 
of three book pages, and an equivalent number of pages for the index 
which you will, or course, prepare at the time when page proofs are avail
able. 

I don't suppose that you have any last minute changes to make in the type
script, but if you do, please send them along to me and they will be in
corporated into the typescript before we go into composition. 

With the very best ot wishes to you, 

GB:ah 
Enc. 

Cordially yours, 

~uy Brown 



GUY BROWN 
DI REC TOR ANO EDITOR 

CABLE ADDRESS 0/J / / • / 
PACH.A.MAC NEW YORK ;;/{(("/(j//(-' )'j 

• 

T ELE P H ON E 
OR EG ON 5 - 400 0 

RELIGIO • BOOI{ DI◄~P ART~II◄; ... T 

April 13, 1961 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

The contract agreem nt has now been pr par d, and we are 
pleased to send it along for your signature and early re
turn to us. I am sure that you wi l find it to be in 
accord with the terms as outlined in ff\Y' prior letter. 

J trust that Cleveland has had a better eat er pattern 
than we here in New York. In the early morning hours, we 
Westchester suburbanites had the dubious blessing of a one 
inch snowfall. 

GB:ah 
Enc. 
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CABLE ADDRESS rJ1j I/. I 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK :Y-lt {( f (J/l (? )'j 

• 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 5-4000 

GUY BROWN 

DIRECTOR AND EDITOR 

RELIGIOU BOOK DI~PART~IE ... T 

April 19, 1961 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Shaker Height, Ohio 

Dear nr. Silver: 

We are pleased to enclose the signed duplicat of the contract agree
ment for the publication of MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TORAH together with 
our advance royalty check in the amoun of $500. It will now be pos
sible to get along with the copyediting of h typescr·pt. After that 
wrk is completed we may wan to return the typescript to you for your 
final approval before composition. 

With the best of wishes to you, 

GB:ah 
Enc. 2 
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BALANCE 

1 o. '/ 8 

LAST AMOUNT 
IN THIS COLUMN 
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THE MACMILLAN COMPAN 
SALES OFFICES I 

MAKE PAYMENT TO THE M IL.LAN COMPANY. EW YORK 

NEW YORK--ATLANTA 
<:;til4!:AGO • • DALLAS 

- 4 ::iAN FRANCISCO THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
INCORPORATED DISTRIBUTION CENTER 

RIVERSIDE 
BURLINGTON COUNTY, N. J, 253 60 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 

CUSTOMER'S 
ORDER No. 3/9/62 A DIVISION OF THE CROWELL-COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANYJ 

Sold 
to . 

Via 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
THE TEMPLE 
EAST 105TH STREET & SILVER ~RK 
CLEVELAND 6,0HIO 

INVOICE NO DATE 

Ship 
to . 

Via 
At O DAT WHE 

f 

PO D I NVOICE NO. 

OREIGN O FFICES 1 

LONDON •• MANILA 
NEW DELHI--SYDNEY 

BRETT-MACMILLAN LTD. 
C A N A D A 

DATE 

18650 C 9 
TERMS: 30 DAYS NET 

AUTHORD AECT. 18650 C 9 
QUANTITY DESCRIPTION PRICE I DISCOUNT 

50 195 SILVER;MOSES &THE »RlMR ORIGINAL @__ «.,, 
TORAH ~ ~ ,~~ 2/5 

AG 

NOP-NOT OUR PUBLICATION 
NYP-NOT YET PUBLISHED 
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GUY BROWN 

DIRECTOR AND EDITOR 

CABLE ADDRESS rJ1j / / • / 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK :;/{({(/(j//p)'j 

• 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 5 - 4000 

RELIGIOUS BOOK DEPART~IE T 

April 20, 1961 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Thank you for your letter of April 17th and its attachments: 
(1) Dedication page, (2) ftclmowledgment, (3) For word, and 
4) Addenda. Be assured that these ite swill be duly handled 

in a proper manner. 

By this time you will have received the signed duplicate o 
the contract agreement and the royalty advance. We are now in 
a position to schedule the typescript for copyediting. 

Cord~y, 

G?~' 
GB:ah 
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CABLE ADDRESS /llJ / /" / ,_. 
PACHAMAC NEW voRK Yuott:J,ie,r~ 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON !S -4000 

GUY BROWN 
DIRECTOR AND EDITOR 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

• 

RELIGIOUS BOOK DEPARTl\IENT 

June 30, 1961 

I have now gotten the necessary information to reply to your recent letter in
quiring about the mailing date for galleys on MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TORAH. 

Word has come from the printer that the complete set or galleys are expected 
to be ready tor mailing to you by July- 17th. This date, of course, does not 
coincide with your flight schedule to Europe, which is set for July 10th. 

~here are two possibilities. First, the proofs could be sent to your son tor cor
rections. In that instance, you would later be able to see what has been done 
when page proofs are ready. These would represent the final text with the cor
rections made in the galleys. Secondly, we could air post the galleys to you in 
Europe for your attention over there. If you are to be located at one place for 
more than a few days, this procedure may really be the best one. Certainly, you 
would feel certain at the very outset that the text is precisely as you want it 
in printed fom. Looking over page proofs would then be rather easy, as you would 
want primarily to be sure that the specified corrections made in galleys were, in 
fact, made in the page proofs. 

So, if we can properzy- coordinate the mailing dates to fit into your travel plans, 
this second course of action may be the one you would prefer. You decide, and let 
me know which plan we are to follow. We shall abide by your wishes in the matter. 

GB:ah 
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GUY BROWN 
DIRECTOR -'NO EDITOR 

• A.bba r, • e Silve 
em e 

C-'BLE -'DORESS 
P-'CHAMAC NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON !5 - AOOO 

RELIGIOUS BOOK DEP ARTl\lEYT 

A gust 5, " 

5th r,~et '1. il r Park 
and 6, Ohio 

Der •r. ilver: 

"our .,4. .:.ts to our jew or offices us r ~ ay. am u ally h d d 
or not introdu ing you to more o o 1r . cmi fam:.. , next t m I mu re-

mem er to hav you meet sever 1 ~or he eople who 1 "our booips. .. i s 
t1 R1tt_nbe especia ly waned to meet you. She s e on y ur ne ook an a ... 

an .1ones d infol"!T1e or you wor • Ru e da t., e of a Rabbi • n 
Long I land. 

_ .ave gi.ven .iss a e s e ter to our Sale '' 
am sure tha e 1111 tak-9 ear y meas11rt:s to plan 

r Pir aner, for handlin. I 
second auto r I part 1 

..... ~n . 

_► eon y OMplicating factor T can see in pro 1c • n relates to ebr w composit ' on. 
_ ·s special ork • doe by a rat compo itor, and we are one at nt u on 

romptness so ha t e produc ion can e a syr 1 .on of e4"'fi ient cor , ·e 
ar moving right along i h the correction to the ,~11 ys. 

.an~· thanks or en ing alcng t e . e ew e it · o of 
prize hav · ng • , e,peciall with your kindly in crip 

I•' ER • h 11 

Tncorr cte gal eys were .P. . o 
c pro o e 

rnee ~ in ep e 

hat they can soon dee de on e he or not 
book one ta n a iz e y, as ·hey d . d · n the ins n 

ir co i te er. 

a goo w· s es, 
1 , 

: a 
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CABLE ADDRESS /Jlj / /j• / ,,( 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK ::;r-u(f.tt ,tP'J':> 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON !5 - ,4000 

GUY BROWN 
DIRECTOR AND EDITOR 

RELIGIOUS BOOK DEPARTl\lENT 

ugust 1 , 1961 

r. Abba i 11 Siver 
'!'e ple 

Ea t OSt C" ree i. ver .. ark 
eland 6, Ohio 

ar r. Siver: 

I am writing is sty note to · quire wet e you wou d e god 
h to pr are a thre or four aragr .p ''bl urb for • acket f p 

cop on then book. The pr oofs of the ront ma er h v not yet 
arriv d , and our adve tis g departm nt is · tout ade uate 

on or an ef ctiv It · 11 e r men ously f 
e got en or to n d s. 

tage oul t you wi 1 ave ob ·o s 
ave tn facts in pr p 

r ved o yo r own and ective 
ve i g p your ro ose cop na 

ors ea . 

I rust that this request • 1 no rrive at an · onv n · ent irrte . 
Our dead ine for a compl ted jack tis around h co_ner. 

,.. :ah 

• • 1 gos we , xp ct to av 0 ea y n Oc er. 
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t da <;hearon 
anufactur ng ~ltor 

U l. • t 2 1 • l 96 1 

Tra e ~1 t rial DeoaYtment 60 

dear '1 ., 

I am r,· 1 ·r 
the pa.,e-nro 
check .. 

I ft 
been 

, to y vi 
, f I~ e 

,i r n -,rcal ,0 t, 
i 0r·n1. 1 

,n 

note o o f , • -

ry 
t 

I addt::d •• , •• . • •~s l n! .... ._.,ecul t' n~ i Ir el• whtch as 1 .;> •• ul.l i 3 ,e.-d by .. _ •1 .c~t 1 1 n c~. f t -: i the cuato::n t ,. li t 1 o vks pr vi) sly i \t db., oth r publi hers, I wo l add the following: 
/,,M-

"Rellgi n .....,~ Ch n tn orld" 
" e -orld Crista and Jewia Survival" 'Vlst c,n and Victory" 

The index to the volume t now being prep red by th Temple rt rarlan, ls lrlam Lelklnd• who 1~ n~ in Vork. I ent h .ar thi nnrrtln, t e dupltc te pa~e-proofa. Sh will h ,, t Index read, tam sure, In two or three daya nd w1 1 bring lt to you ln person. I ah u 1 d like to e proofa oft e index nd perh p t 1 1 p >e-proofs of th nttre volume. 
Ith warm t re~ r • Ir tn 

'ery cordta ly ur11. 

c; :bfm t L :. 

elt ry 



ugust 21. 1961 

It was good to talk to you tis morning. I am sending 
ou vie Air P reel . ost and Special flelivery the paf!e

prooc!! of ••:Aoses nd the ortginal Torah". :hen you h ve 
the imlex ready. plea e t ke it own to the .'1acmlllan 
C.om~ nv. ~O ~ ifci venue. nd ive lt to Ada S ~r n. 
: l nu ac .ur1•, ~d1tor9 '"'rade 1='.,dit-~ria ")epnrtment. tf 
she i n t 1 n. you tM le, •re t ,e 1 e t.; 1 h •,:- . ,uy nrc,wn9 

head o [ t , e ":el g ; r; 1:1. ep ... t , nt. 1f'l! t tev nne 
: fl\Ct r i 11 ou1pa1,y 1 a ')R n. l:f) t'J • v~u m v 1 '1 to 

to !is~ ~ -iear n • ef ,-e ·at ta''e t f dmc down. 

I hope you are h a . ,,.. a nice v~c.1tl ·:,n. T t t wa1'.'me. t 
re ards, I remain 

AHS:bfm 

•USS trtam Letkind 
c/o D •• Stein 
3900 Greystone 
~tverdale 65 9 New York 

.~st cordially y , ur.s. 

AllBA HI LEL S It.VER 



'r . ~• kr. n 
'1'h,:: }lit en\ l.lan Company 
6D f'ifth :venu. 
·ew ork 1 • ew ork 

y d r r. ,.,. wn: 

I m 

fm 

UC1U t 21t 196 

the ,Jr ft 

Very c.ord 1 l 1 y ~u 

.. LEL STTt' . 



Here ls a fresh approach to the immorta l bo k which 

gave new directions to the spiritual li f e of man -- the Torah 

of Moses. 

All the pronhets of Israel r e ~ar ·led thetnsel ves as 

su.-,ned to champion and defend tis original Torah. MiRhty 

battles ra~ed around its revolutionary doctrines. 

':ha t were these doctrines1 e ~e can they be fo •nd? 

t'1ey fare in t etr stru~gle for acceptance and 

s 11rv ival 7 

Anl wl o ~3 - t h is man, 

g e u s o f o 11 t i m1;s wh< s2 s !. i 

c onstitute t he most 

m.an!·i n a d 

es, t J-.e pioneer -re1 i~l -::ms 

'"-: ,u , t of 

n. 

o l ,nr . $tude nt of 

reli g ion nd a . ong t he for emost l cdders of world Jewry, has 

made t e se t he s ubjt!ct of his penetrat i ng st.t,dy. lo es and 

the Original Torah". 



GUY BROWN 
DIRECTOR AND EDITOR 

• 
T 
Eas 

CABLE AOORESS /JA I I,,. I 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK Yll ff f, (j,{ (-' yj, 

• • 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 5 - 4000 

RELIGIOUS BOOK DEPART~IE T 

u t 3, 9 

h Stree 
C e el and 6, 0 io 

ar • Silver : 

Thank OU or your not 
I bl he j ke ic 
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The fin S irit 0 C 0 erat 
and so re f en o· ragement 0 
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. th 6 wish o yo 

: C 

u gus 21, 9 1, and ,he nclo ed 
o t h l oar co er 

on on 0 

our edit r 
fo ub cat·on . 

and s . i r, 

fr is 
e 

of 

a . 
r 

W 0 

p 
or 0 

, 



ATLANTA 

de 

ye 

CHICAGO DALLAS SAN F RAN CI S C O LONDON 

BRETT-MACMILLAN , GALT, ONTARIO 

/!Tlte J/{acwutlan rlmnftWHJI 
CABLE ADDRESS 

PACHAMAC NEW YORK 

• 

d c 
~ e 

e • • 

t 

f!JJul!t:;ftprJ 

• 

t 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON S - 4000 

, 

tt 
t 

6 

y 

t 

MANILA 



T. am 1· ni 
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Enclosure 

Augu t 29, 19M 
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CABLE ADDRESS 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK 

• 

TELEPHONE 
OREG ON !! - 4000 

GUY BROWN 
D I RECTOR AND EDITOR 

RELIGIOUS BOOK DEPART~IE T 

0c ober 27, 196 

Rabbi Abba Hille Silv r 
e1rple 

rat 1'1 th St. ilver Par 
eveland 6, 0 io 

ear Dr. ilv r: 

rank you for our let er of 0c ober 
100 copies of your book, OvES A T' 
ord r s no n proce~ ed. 

In rep y to yo r nu 
ent of your 

regardin 
t u 

in 

St 1 , the order for 
0Rin I A 0RAH. e 

F -u l in 
ia 

Tti 1 in es re ard, 

Yours s·nc r , 

{4;t k-✓#a-u 
Astrid an n 

: C 



'-TL'-NT'- CHIC'-GO O'-LL'-5 S'-N FR'-N C ISC O LONDON 

BRETT-MACMILLAN , GALT, ONTARIO 

CABLE ADDRESS /JJj I I· / 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK ullff-f (j,te'J'j, 

• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Stre6t & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON S -4000 

February 16, 1962 

M'-N IL'-

I h d a note from the ~anufacturing depart~ent telling me that the 
changes made in the galley proofs of ~OSES D THE CRIGINAL 'l'ORAH 
considerably exce€d the allowance allocated to th author in the 
contract. 

You will remember that the controct provides that the author shall 
be allowed to make without charge, change~ in the galley proofs as 
long as the cost of making the changes does not exceed 10% of the 
cost of the original composition. 10% of the cost is, of course, 
reached lone before 10% of the manuscript has been changed. In this 
case they say that the total cost of th€ corrections made by the 
author is $LL1. A 10% allowance would come to 1L2 and this leaves 
a balance of $298 which they suggest we charge to your royalty 
account. I hesitate to do this without consulting you since there 
may well have been special circumstances which call d for these 
substantial changes. 

Yours eincer ly, 

V • l 
CA:lc Clement Alexandre 



. rch 2, L62 

uf.act:urt~ 
r, J y 

1cc al located 

le ch n~es in the 
u in a total cost 
of t:he gall y 

• ng s. I recall 
th e •• • ln .. 1c .: 31,.ch 
and ln the Behrew .. which r hnd to correct. 

it. w t r c-3r_ nnd a11 • ood ·-,i!J es, I remain 

AlS:bfm 

r. Clement lex ndre 
The cmillan C~ny 
60 Fifth Avenue 

York 11, el York 

Very cordially y ur • 

A A HILLEL SI u 



1 ly de11r 1 x ndr.e: 

You ma• b interested in the enclosed rev! of 
"MOSE ' ANl> '1'1~ ORrr.i At TOR H" ~1Mch appe red in the 
'"American iontst0

, n i >O't'tant publication which 
reaches m:,-e than one hundred thousand _ubscriter. 
It was nice to have 

With ~annest r 0 ~arits, T re.tnaln 

AHS:bfm 

• Clement Alex,n re 
The . cmillan Coll'!!) ny 
60 ifth :venue 

ew York 11 . ew York 

cordially y.urs, 

Av~ HILLEL SILVER 



Merch 7. 1962 

'4y dear r. lexan re: 

I \,;~•ld appl!'eclate l .f the !>iacmillan Company would 
send me f Hey (50) copies of my book. ttl'«)S "S A" . E 

, !Gt ..., T " nd send me , bill. 

ith al 1 good wishes, I 

Mr. Cle nt Alexandre 
The cmillan C pany 
60 Ftfth Avenue 

ew York ll, New or 

eonltsl.ly you:rs, 
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ATLANTA CHICAGO DALLAS SAN FRANCISCO LONDON 

■IIETT-MACMILLAN, GALT, ONTAIIIO 

CABLE ADDRH■ /17) I/. / 
l'ACHAMAC NEW YORK uUff-llJ,ie,yj 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 11• 4000 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
F.ast 105th and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

March 14, 1962 

Thank you for yo letter of Karch 2. I am sending to you 
herewith the galley proofs and page proofs on MC6FS AND THE 
CRIGINAL TCRAH. .Author I s changes are marked with an A in the margin. 

Thank you for the review in the American Zionist. I am 
sending to you herewith the review which has just come in 
the Christian Century. 

CAslc 
ENC. 

<'1 

(J 

Yours sincerely, 

Clement Alexandre 

MANILA 



r 1r • : 1 xa n r : 

n cl C 

" " y 
a ro 1. 
printed 
t 

C 

l s 
co. t 

'1 

of 
of t h 

, 
t 

~, • fm 
• I 

C p 

l 

t 

dv 

rl i c.:s , 

r epar t 
of o 

r 
• 

r r 

~ 

... 

n 

r , I 
0 t, . 

y 
r f 
n 

• rv 

ur 

• J . . . . 

t e 

r 'w t 

t 

t 

d•· • 

... 
n t 

\ 1 V 

n 



.... ... 
I 

- . ,. -

ATLANTA CHICAGO DALLAS SAN FRAN C IS C O LONDON MANI L A 

BRETT- MACMILLAN , GAL T , ONTARIO 

CABLE ADDRESS 
PACHAMAC NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE 
OREGON 5 .. 400 0 

• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street~ Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

24 May, 1962 -

I have enclosed an envelope of reviews which I have stolen 
red- handedly from our publicity department's files, so after 
you have read them, would you be goo enough to return them? 

The sales figures on MOSES AND THEO IGI AL TORAH are as 
follows : regular , 2619 ; foreign, 20; foreign consignment, 
132 - - for a total of 2771 . Our fi ure are up to the minute . 

e have purchased space --one half pa , I believe-- in 
the next issue of the JOURNAL OF THE BIBLE AND RELIGION . 
It will appear in July . 

If you should want copies of any of those reviews of MOSES, 
specify which ones and I shall have them duplicated, if i t 
is at all possible . 

Yours sincerely , 

t 

Susan Freeman 
R li ion Department 

(It 



,. .. 

. y 25. 1962 

'1y dear ·-1r. Alexandre : 

Following up our conversation yeBterdny. I sked the 
h 11rt ,n >f: th> c .> e to check throu .h the ,olu s 

of '"Th J0 urn 1 o Ule M ~ell ton°. e foun<i no 
Eld~ rtts nt tl, re of r hook. 

gr tfu Y• t t my book 9 " fOSES THE 
~ r c tv .d r r treat .nt t 

of ur advertist R department. The a~eetnents 
which I re ch d •it~ your predec sor were . In the matn. 
l~nored. It is n t too 1 t to correct th altuatton 
and to ~tve t~ts 1st i the s me tr at nt 
which my • J? ., r c tved. 

S:bftr 

.tt. CJ 
n, 

nt Alexondre 
cmillan Comt>any 

tfth venue 60 
ew ork 11, ew York 

'r. cordially yours • 

. A Hi'i.LEL SIL' ·R 



I • 

ear •U ~ Fre man : 

p rmtt me tot ank you 
ndin t {' revt 

t e herewith. sh 

ti e. ent of b o 
int e f rt c in 1 
A "l E .. IGT'1 • 

AHS :bfm 

Isa 
eli 

The 
60 

5usa n Fre man 
1 n Oepa-rtment 

cmlllan Com any 
ifth Avenue 

ew Y rk 11 9 ew York 

for vour thou htfuln~~s in 

F my 00 • I m r~turn ~ 
forward to tht! adver-

A TRI! a TGI . T Wl" 

u f t e Jn•m T. F 111 . ~ RLE 

erv cordt t ly yours. 

HILLEL SIT VER 
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BOOK REVIEWS 153 

the Roman authorities in the city when they 
found that it was necessary to have some 
official description of the group or sect, 
which by now, in Antioch, was becoming 
distinct from Judaism" (p. 275). 

For these reasons, as well as for many 
others, this volume is a welcome--indeed an 
exciting-addition to the many books on an
cient life and culture. The author, Glanville 
Downey, is eminently qualified, as the vol
ume itself testifies, to produce this important 
work. He was a member of the excavation 
staff that broke ground at Antioch in the 
first season and he has collaborated in the 
excavation reports. At present he is Pro
fessor of Byzantine Lit!:-ature at the Du;.1-
barton Oaks Research Library and Collec
tion of Harvard University. The excavations 
at Antioch from 1932 to 1939 and the result
ing special studies on various aspects of the 
city's history have revolutionized and broad
ened the whole field of Antioch studies. Pro-

fessor Downey has been active in all aspects 
of this work. 

The three opening chapters ( after an in
troduction) deal with the physical resources 
of the area, sources for the history, and a 
discussion of the area in pre-Mac donian 
times. With a chapter on the founding of the 
city, the author proceeds to unfold the life 
of Antioch ruler by ruler. This plan is in
terrupted momentarily by chapter 11, "The 
Christian Community at Antioch, from Apos
tolic Times to A.D. 284," which occupies 
forty-five pages. Here Downey deals briefly 
with such topics as the Nicolaitan Heresy 
and Gnosticism ; Bishop Ignatius and Paul 
of Sa1Hv~ata. The discussion of the history 
of the city ends with the Arab conquest of 
Syria and Antioch in 637-38 A.D. Historical 
and topographical excursus totals one-hun
dred pages of appendixes. Translations of 
Orations Five and Ten of Libanius, a list of 
abbreviations, a bibliography of twenty-two 

Tile Jewish Religion-What It Was and What It lleans lfoday 

MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TORAH 
By Abba Hillel Silver 

Now, when religious unity and understanding 
are so desperately needed, this penetrating study 
reaches back through the speculative haze of cen• 
turies to trace the actual origins of Judaism 
along a startling new line. Dr. Silver brings new 
insight to the pure and unmistakably clear teach
ings of Moses and points out, for all time, the 
common heritage of Christians and Jews. 

$3.9S at your bookstore 

IIAbou.AN, 601U'th An., NewYo,k 11 A DhllloD of ne CroweU-CaWer ,... ....... c'--... 

. . .. . - . 

·- • 



l SILVER ~lo~cs and the Ori~inaJ Torah 11 x 12x25 Bask. 

1 

Evolution in Things of the Spirit? 

What is intrinsicall) exalted in man's spiritual life does not nec
essarily come late in time. It is not permi. sible to as.5ume that 

a steady crescendo of climaxes exists in matters of the spirit. 
Of . pi ritual progrcs we mu. t think only in very extensive cycles and 
jn large intervals of human hi. tory. Great ideas are not always late in 
time in relation to the law. and customs of a people, howe\'er primi
tive and archaic they may be. As of ten as not these ideas had been 
projected very early by some extraordinary spiritual personality. 

The evolution of an ideal follow a line of it-; own. Moral ideals 
do not evolve from uncon ·ciou human behavior. Nor is their ad
vance necessarily slow and gradual. Of ten they come as a A ash of 
light. It is futile to attempt to trace the deve1opment of a religious 
culture to impersonal force. and to apply cvolutionistic proccsc;;es an<l 
judgments to it. It is often the fortuitous appearance of a forceful 
personality, pas. es. ed of a new idea, which gives new substance and 
direction to a people's religious life, and no one can explain how 
and why he appeared. It is one of the unaccountable 1'accidents'' 
in the spiritual and intellectual history of the human race. It is the 
creative spiritual endowment of exceptional per. onalities which are 
re. ponsible for the change that take. place, and the change i5 quite 
con. rious and deliberate. 

Almo. t two thou~and years ago, Paul declared: uAnd he mad<' 
from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth'' 
(Acts 17: 26 ) . Today, in the United States, where Paul', religion 
is the accepted faith of the vast majority of citizens, there arc la\,, 
of segregation and degradation ba ·ed on color and race written into 
the statute books of several Southern ~talcs. Shall we, thercf orc, con
clude that Paul\ teaching postdated thc!-e laws? 

In the eighth century B.C.E., haiah projected a vision of world 
peace an<l disarmament. Twcnty-scn·n centuries later, we find the 
natiom; of the world, many of them acknowledging the authoril) of 
the Bible, emerging from the carnage of two world wars an<l pro
ceeding to arm thern:--clves anew and \·vith still deadlier weapons. 
Law lag~. far behind the moral upreaching of the <ipiritual leaders of 
a people. It is not incongruous, thercf ore, to find in one and the 
same code, laws of a primitive character side by side with the mo:-.t 
lofty and exalted ethical principles and ideals which arc no Jes, 
ancient than the laws them clvc:·. It v.-ould be a di tortion of the 
true and total picture of a people's ciYi lization at any given time if 
only it:-. laws were presented, or only its spiritual ideals and hope'-. 

V cry often in religious history the path finding ideas come earl) 
and are carved out of the jungle of ancient and rampant growth h}' 
a spiritual pioneer. For a time they succeed in thrusting back the 
jungle's relentlc. encroachment. Later, the jungle somctinw" take!-. 
O\'C"r again. This was the case ¼ith the ori({inal religious ideas of 
Z.u thll',tra. The n li.ti i< n \\ h' I. ' pH I 1imccl \, a-. a m mothci,m, 
f of n1\Lho1 \ ritu, 1. m Ii • 1 ·( 1. fru f ·1 

tc.:mpk. a1 p,·c h )( (I. B fc 1 ◄ 1·1, t1.1ditio11 I. ll"l< 11 
: r,·, and innttt. tc I d1tf-. ,t 1 pr~1 JC'(" 1 c·t11111cd ancl tonk 11,c·1 

dgain. It b,1sic 111011ulht.i-.1n \\ .t:- c 0111 µ101111,1 d 111J 11 h i, ,,t I i11 ,, 

iuduJiug tllc cult of the haoma plant, \\ crL restored. 
This was true also of Buddhism. Its original ideas did not C\'Oh c 

gra.duall~. The, leaped out of the mind an<l ,oul of Gautama and 
through the succeeding renturic~ th<.·~ became <.kba"cd and cnr
rnpted. The Go!-ipcl of Jc,us :shared a -.imilar fate. T\, o thousand 
)Car~ of Christianit, added nothing of intri11,ic excellence to the 
')riginal teachings of Jc.,us. In some wa) . they only tended to obscure 
them, and time and again effort. were made by the faithful to rc
disco\'er them beneath their thick O\'crla~ and reassert their pri. tine 
character. This was true al o of the original Torah of 11o<;es. 

It is well to remem her also that the great religious pioneer does 
not a~ a rule propose any detailed and specific laws and ordinance:-.. 
This i~ the work of disciples, of tho. c ,, ho come after him. He him
self bring. a new truth, and he a h of his follower a new attitude in 
conformity with the new truth, new "a~-, of \'ie" ing life and a nc,\ 
approach to conduct in per. anal ancl ,ocial beha,·ior. He offers a 
program, not its detailed implementation. The right kind of laws. 
he is confident, will in due time be cn,H tcd "hen his truth penetrate~ 
the soul, of men. Perhap. no hard and fa~t la\\s ,.,·ill then be at all 
ncces ar~. They will then be written, a-, Jeremiah a-.;-;crtcd, upon the 
heart~ of men. 

Tcithcr Zarathu,tra nor Gautama, nor Lao-be nor Confuciu-. 
ga\'e s~..;tcm-; of la,,s to their people, or elaborate and irno!Ycd phi
losophic . The) ga,·e them a fe\\. ,implc, radical and C'nkin<lling 
ideal~. 

Gautama, the Buddha, \\ho meditated Ion~ upon the bu1 c.lrn of 
life and ho" to escape it, announced. upon hi, enli~htcnmcnt, four 
Noble Truth'i touching the nature of e::-..i,tencc and the c au...,e of 
human suITering. He then pointed to an I:i~htfold Path b, which 
man could escape the trammels of life and it-- round of ,~ffering. 
This wao; hi-; me,,age concise, simple, and profound- a new '-pirit
ual imight which he ga,·e to hi. generation .. \Iuch was to flow from 
it in subsequent generation'-, '-Criptun>, commentaries, laws, legend~, 
culti::, and 1:1onasterie . Opposing ~c hool, of thought would ari,c 
whose teachmgs the Buddha him,elf " ould ha,·c had i;reat difficult\ 
in recognizing. The ori~inal teachings. hem c, er, of the Buddha wc1 ~ 
fr,..-, ~imple, categorical, and in their nature ab~olute and eternal. 

" 'hen the Buddha wac.; a-.,ked b~ one of hi, followers a monk to 
gi\'c him_ am,w:r. to ~ number of \ 'Cf) obtu,e mrtaph) ·i~al quc,t/on-. 
~~-.t he d1 continue h1, adherence to ~he Buddhist order, he replied: 

Suppa. c a man were wounded with a poi~oncd arrow and hi" 
fri~nds sho~ld bring_ a phy:.-ician or surgeon to treat him.' 'uppo,t 
th1 • man said: 'I \\ 111 not ha\'e this arrow remo\cd or the wournJ 
treated. until I find out all about the man \\ ho :-hot me, his name, 
caste, ·1ze, per onal appearance, and rc"idrncc, and also the exact 
nature of the material. used in making the arrow, the bow-. tring. 
and the bow.' \Vould not such a man die of the poi,oncd wound 
l~efore he found the an"-wcrs to all thc:-.c idle and irrclc\'ant quc~
ttons? In the same way the Buddha\ elm trim: of the religious lifr 
does not depend on the nature of the "orld or the nature of tht 
!--Oul, or on what will become of thl' Buddha af tcr his death. \\'hat
ever the nature of the world or of the ,oul ma) be, there -.tiJl remain-' 
?1~ndane exi tence, which is suffering-, and the dimination of \,hie h 
it 1s m, bu~inc~ to teach. I ha\'c not elucidated the m,Htcrs \Ou nft·, 

to because they arc unprofitable, the) do not concern th~ funda-
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mcntals of religion, and do not lead to nirnma. \\'hat I ha\'C 
rluridated is only that which does profit, which does concern the 
fundamental. of religion, and which doc\ ka<l to nirYana, namcl) 
this: the truth of i-uff ering, the cau, e of suffering, the release from 
suffering, and the way to the relca e from suffering.'' 1 

1 See Franklin Ed1Z;erton, "Did till' Buddha Ha\'c a S\'Slt •m of Ml'taphysics," 
Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 79, pp. 8 1 ff. 

ThL is true abo of Zarathustra, the founder of Zoroastrianism. 
He saw duality in the uni,-erse, light and darkncs , good and evil, in 
nmtinuous conflict invoh-ing both nature and mankind. The Power 
of Light and Goodness, he announ eel, will ultimately triumph. It 
was the duty and privilege of men to be on the side of this Power 
Ahura-Mazda- and by a life of good deeds, good words, and good 
thoughts cooperate with him in hastening- the destruction of tht· 
Power of Darknes." and Edl- Angra ~1ainyu. This was Zarathus
tra's basic teaching to hi generation, a gospel of confident righteous
ne: s, couched in the most general term of inner dispositions and 
attitudes. 

Likewise Confucius, though a reali. t ancJ intcrc ted primarily in 
human behavior, in social and political rightcousne. s rather than 
in theology, ga\'e his generation not a code of civil or criminal 
laws, but broad, general principles of human conduct, \'irtucs. 
and proprieties calculated to facilitate life and ensure peace anti 
happinc <;, "If the people be led by law..,, and uniformity sought 
to be g'iven them by punishment, they "'ill try to avoid the puni..,h
ment, but have no . cnse of shame. If they be led by \'irtue, and 
uniformity sought to be given them hy the rules of propriety, the~ 
will have the sense of shame, and moreo,·er will become good" 
( Analects II, 3 ) . Confucius defined in simple terms what ht· 
meant hv perfect virtue: "That which j.., according to the Con. tant 
:\fean" (VI , 27 ) . Also : " ot to do to others as you would not 
\.vish done to )Ourself'' (V, 11 ; XV, 23). 

Lao-tse, founder of T aoi..,m, who was a contemporary of Con
f uciu". al o ga,·e his metaphysical teachings only in broacJc..,t 
gcncralitie"i. It is important for man to establish a n inner harmom 
and g-:i in an undcr..,tanding of reality, and proper condnrt would 
then foJlow as a matter of course. If men would only learn the 
limita6ow of all action and eITort, they " ould welcome moderation 
and q11;rtude. Thq would not "face the \o\orld with arms." The 
Tao of heaven j.., "-Ometimcs " to ka, c it alone." There is \' irtuc 
in noncontcntion, because all things mo\'c m cycles and re\'ert 
to their opposite . . 

J e us was not intcre..;tccl in formal la\, at all hut in the highc, 
rig hteou nes,;;, " the dutic.., of the heart." H e was not a reformer 
of am· la\\. Hi<.: mind focused on the inner intent in the ob,;;ervancc 
of any law. Hi~ Kingdom '"as not of thi" world. In orckr that 
men mi~ht enter that Kingdom, he gaye them not a new set of 
laws, but a re,tatement of the original Torah of ~1os""· whO"-l' 
fir.t and foremo. t commandment, he bclic\'ed, wa. found in the 
Deuteronomic Dode ( Deut. 6: 5 ) : "You shall love the Lorrl vour 
God with all your heart and with all }Our soul, and v. ith all your 
might,'' and the second great commandment was found :n the 
Holines.., Code (Lev. 19: 18 ) : "You shall lo\'c ) Our nci~hbor 
a1;, your::elf" ( ~Iatt. 22 : 36-39 ) . The key to his Kingdom wac; the 
love of God and man, a lo,·c which precluded all forccf ul re
sistance to eYil. 

Thr Koran contains few la\, s in its l 14 sura'-, although the 
clabrn ...,, Hi 1. the c 11 1. 1 if I L m. cc nt,1ining th" pre-

• ·pH,1 , u,1tu ,. a1.cl l.1- ,\, h:d 1< H l p• 1 t l 1 

\\ orld. tra< l'<.; itsl lf b,u k lll the K >I n r1 t\J t\loh.1mnwd. I l1t 
Ko1 .1n j..., not ,t l.1" book and t<'101d, nn , c111-.id1·1ahl1· 1cfn1111 of 
,. ri t I , c 1thcr th.111 i11f.,11ti, i k. The fiu· ''nill.11,· · 
or obligator~ du,it I 1,_ , 11u, d w1 ll1 

ritual prescription - fasting in the month of Ramadan and a 
pilgrimage to :.\I rrra. The Koran is a hook of re\'('lations '-llm
mon ing- men to faith in the ah..,ul11t<· ,en e1< i~nt) of \ ll,1h, OtI< 111d 
lmagclc""• and n·..,i~nation to his will. It l ,di, men to ,, lirothnhood 
of all he] ien~rs, to pra~ er, charit), and com pas..,ion. 

~loses did not elaborate a theology or a code of lmo\s. Though 
he \o\ as trained in the court of Pharaoh and was fully imtructcd in 
the creation myth, which were pre,·alrnt in such incongruou, 
diversity in Egypt and everywhere else in the ancient world ancl 
which con tituted the \'cry essence of all the naturalistic religiom, 
and though he "'as also familiar '"ith the rituals and S')lemnitie, 
which enacted these myth~, 11o~cs rcfu. ed to make m) th a part 
of the religion of YHVH. His rcli[.!ion " ould be free of myth and 
its dark Icgaq of ,piritual chaos. He like,, i. e did not pre cribe an) 
elaborate ritual for the wor:-hip of the One ,piritual, unreprcc;ented 
YHVH. In the name of YHVH he ga\'t' hi" people "\\'ords'' of 
moral guidance and in..,truction and committed them to li, ·e h~ 
them and for them. This \\ as hi" T orah, the original m1cleu" of 
what through sub..,equcnt ages de, eloped into Judai..,m. l n the cuur..,c 
of time, this Torah came to be m erlaid "ith murh hca\'y em
broide~-- Priest, scribe, rabbi, and m~ ,ti r lm·ing-I~ draped it. 
each in hi" O\\ n fa,01 itc garb . . \t time, the~ n-cn came to regard 
their fa, ·ored ro..,tume" a, the , er~ ,uh..,t,llll e of the Torah itself. 
But the orie?;inal Torah, in its purity and perfcrticm, endured. 
Fortunately not ,di the amplifi< ation, of later ages " ere nugator). 
Some reinforced the ori~inal Torah .md h~ their trc hnique._ both 
shielded it and made it more n adil~ opera ti, c. 

2 

Tl1e Torah That ~len Had Rejected 

W hen the proph:t -\mo ( eighth n·n~ur> a.c.E.): ,peaking- in 
the name of \ H\· H , confronted h1..; people with the chal

lenging question: ''Did ~ou brim~ to me sacrifi<e'- and 
off erin~ the fort~ ~ cars in the "ilckml'"'-, 0 hou-;c of J..,racL1•• 

(Amo. 5:25 ) , he \\ a clearl) cxpe<tin~ a ncgati,·c n•..,ponse. H e 
,..,ould not have uttered hi" chalkngt· if it " ere generalh· held on 
the ba is of a long-c,tahJi..,hed tr,ldition or a ,arred doc.u~1cnt, th.it 
~uch sacrificri;; h,ld in fact bcl'n oITeret.l durincT the fortv H'ar, ..., . . 
of the wandering of their ance,tor ... in tlw \\ ildcrne~,. On th<' con-
trar), Amos' rhetorical q ue..,tion prl',uppo,cd that the people kn1 u· 
there had bel'n no :-tH h sarrifin·,. 

But the E'\.odu-. narrati, c-. in the Pt·nt.tteuch tdl of 1'.lo ... c,· 
request of Pharaoh fnr permi ...... ion tn lead tht: pt·ople of hrar.l out 
into the " ildcrnc.:--s, a thrcc-d.l) jo11rnn. ,o that they might 
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sacrifice unto YH\'H their encl E:\.od. :~: 18 ) . He al,o n.qucstcd 
from Pharaoh animals for !--ac rifice"' and burnt offering!'-, ''that \\C 

may acrificc unto YHVH our God'' ' E>,.od. 10: 25 ) . All the kgal 
codes of the Pentateuch take the institution of sacrifices for granted. 

How could Amos have . aid ,.., hat he did . ay unlc there existed 
an older code or tradition, ,.., hich the people associated with Mose, 
and the Exodus, which ignored . acrifices? Sacrifice. were, of course, 
widespread at all the sanctuarie. of Jsrael and Judah, and Amos 
wa~ fully aware of the fact. everthele. , he dared to as. ert that 
these had no precedent in the practices of the ance. tors of l rarl 
after they lcf t Egypt and presumabl) had ne\'Cr been ordained b~ 
Mo cs. Amos did not attack the institution of sacrifices in his own 
name. He did not ju. t express his personal disappro\'a] of them. 

or did he announce that YHVH now wi.hed to ha\'e them 
di continued, although He had previously commanded them. 
Amos categorically declared that they had never been practiced 
by the people of Israel through their forty years' wandering in 
the wilderness, with the dear implication that they had never been 
commanded to do . o by YHVH. 

If no sacrifices were offered in the \\ilderne. ,, there wa no need 
for a. prie<:thood who, e function it would he to officiate at them. 

The biblical account of sacrifices offered at the Tent of 1feeting 
(Mishkan, Ohel A1o'ed) during the years of wanderin~s in the 
wilderne s must therefore be ,·ic\\ ed a. a later priestly revision, a 
backward projection into the pa. t, \\hich wa. intended to gin· 
Mo<:aic authority to the institution of sanifirc.- and to the Levitiral 
or Aaronic prie thood ( Lev. 7: 3 7 38 ). Thi-; same priestly ex
pedient is re. ponsiblc al,o for the rather stran~e talc that the 
hraelites, before their departure from Egypt, wrre in tructed b) 

fo<:ec; to ask of their Egyptian neighbors "jc,\elry of ::-ih-er and of 
gold, and clothing; and YHVH had gi,·en the people favor in 
the . ight of the Egyptian. , so that they let them have what the~ 
asked·, (Exod. 12:35 36). \\' ithout this gold, ih·er, and clothing, 
the Israelites could not, of coun-:e, haH· made the offering. of ''gold, 
silver and bronze, blue and purple and ,carlct stuff," and so forth 
for the furnishing of the Tabernacle in the \\ ildrrm•,-, ( Exod. 
25: 2 ff. ) . Deuteronomy makes no mention of the construction 
of a Tabernacle in the wildern ,s. 

Egypt had a . acrificial ,y tern \\ hie h \-\ a, undouhtec.lly well knm\ n 
to :i\1oses and to the hraclitt:s. So did all the people'- of antiquit~. 
Mose,; would ha, e none of it in the Torah v. hich he ga,·e to hi, 
people. He rejected the entire s~,tt'm of ,acrifire'i a, a mean<; of 
wor,hiping YHVH. This "'as a religiou" inncwation of a tartling
and re\'olutionary character. The elaborate ,acrificial S)Stem \-vhich 
is found in the Pentateuch ,.., a undoubtedly de,·cloped later under 
Canaanite influence. In some in,tanccs the vrry names of the 
sacrifice'> were appropriated from them. 

Amo<: knO\vs of a Torah of YHVH ~ Amo, 2: 4 ) . He denounces 
the people of Judah for having rejected this Torah and for not 
having kept YHVH\; statute<;. He docs not pecif. wherein thi-. 
rejection con. isted and in what regard they had failed to keep the 
~tatute . He calls attention, h<m e,-cr, to "the lies which ha,·c k<l 
them astray after which their father. walked.'' This undoubtedly 
was undcr:tood by his listener. to refer to the worship of other 
god'", and to idolatrous practice . . \i\·hcn Amos sub-;equently enumer
ate<: the tran. gres. ions of Israel. he is more '-pecific: "They sell the 
righteous for silver, ... the) trample the head of the poor into 
the du,t nf tl 1 1 111 lt •• l hn in duh;< i11 the indt c t·nl , it< "hid1 
w 'I l i t< " it h h< " II h ) ( f !. : 

l h 'l ur.1h of YI IVH t m ,1ddr 1 , ... in• 
/t /ah 1 11 t c 1t,\i11h Ii \<' in l11d1 d tht· p1<1, j._ions frn 
UtL l.. Ill "p n( I{ u1c I>" ·on cf :i 1 •,, 

. tatutes for the .,afcgu.u ding uf the r i~ht-- of the poor and thl' 
needy and other matters of :-ocial ju .... ticc \\hich are included in 
hi•· in die tmcnt of lo ar I. 

H 1N,l eighth CCTllllf) ). t(O, j, :mare of ,l rl 1,1h of YJI\"}J 
\\ hich the people ha, c tJ an,gn•..,..,cd and .tl,o of a Cm 11.1111 "hid1 
the) broke ( Ho<:ca 8: I ) . He, too, a., ... u mes that tllc people knew 
of what he . poke. HL detail" th<> nature of their tran~grcs--ion.._, 
They make idob. (Hosea 8 :4 ) and ofTer sacrifices ½hich God ha, 
not ac:ked for ( Hosea 8: 13 ) . ''There is no faithfulness [truth] or 
kindne . , and no kno,\ledge of God in the land; there is swearing, 
lying, killing, stcalin~, and committing adultery; . . . and murder 
follows murder'' (H o.ea 4: 1- 2 ) . The people ha ,·c forgotten the 
Torah of their God ( Hosea 4: 6 ) .1 

1 "I rl'jrcted you from heinR a pri< . t to me" (Host•a 4: 6) possihh.- rt•frrs tu 
the role which. the prophet remind1·d thl' p1 opl<'. ~1os1•s had ,1ssigned to tlwm. 
"And you shall be to me a kin~don1 of pric ts and a holr nation" ( E.ll.od . Jg:fi) 

The Torah of which H o. ca speak-, lik<." i ... c did not contain an) 
ordinance<, for sacrifices: ''For I de-.ire ste,tdfa1.,t lm-c r [1 esul, kind
nes.] and not sacrifice, the knmd('dgc of God da-'at 1:./ohim, 
i.e. the true wor,hip of God· , rath('r th,rn burnt ofTerin.c;s"' Ho ... ca 
6: 6 ) . The Torah of ,, hich H cN'a ,peak" ,, ,t, un<louhtedl~ the 
same Torah ,.., hich Amos quoted cts hi, auth01 it~. 

11icah ( eighth (entur) ) does not ,pet ificalh refer to a Torah of 
YHVH or to a Co\en,mt. Ht denounce both brad and Judah 
for their idolatrous "or ... hip ). l icah l : 5 i . The people c.Ie ... ir l' 
c, il. The; cm-ct field" and ,ci,e them.:.! The, opprr,s a man and 

2 \n allusion to Kinl! \hah a nd '\.ihot's , int,. rd:> \ noth11 rt ft.n·nc,• to .. th 
works of tht· hou,,· of .\hau·· is found Ill ~1i1 ah G: 16. 
hi•: hou c. The prophtts lie. 1 be hl.id"' and rulrrs abhor ju,ti< e 
and pervert all cquit~. The~ gi, c judgmL nt for a hribe. The~ Im e 
sorcerie , and '-Ooth,avers and imt1gc, and a,hcrim. The, h,tn· 
wearied of YH\'H wh~ . ent them ).fo,cs. Aaron. and ).1iri~m and 
brought them out of I:g-ypt r).Jirnh 6: .~f.. ).Jic:ah i the fir.,t of 
the literary prophets to mention ).fo c-. b~ name, but the fart of 
the Exodu" is central in the thought of thi"' prophet, a" it i .. of 
the prophets generall), :-.pcciall~ tho~e of the Xmth. ).[icah remincl, 
the people that YHVH had already told them ,, hat i. good and 
\·vhat He requires of man. ~ ot burnt offering, or thou,,rnd, of 
rams or rivers of oil, not hum,tn . a rifire--, but "to do ju,ti< c, and 
to love kindnc s, and to \\ alk humbly . in prob it} J "ith ) our God'" 
( ~Iicah 6 : G f ) . :l 

3 ~licah used a phrast•olo~Y somewhat difft. n•nt from Ho~t·a's bettd, da-'at 
Elohim, and emct- truth ( Ho ca 4: 1 ) . but thl! mt'aninl! is pr,1cticalh thl' _ anw. 
H atsne-' a ltchet hould br tran latl d "to walk in prohit, •• or " to ,... olk in i 11. 
te~rity" rather than "to walk humbly.'' It is the oppo,ite' of holech rachil- "to 
walk in d1·c1·it," ''crookt'dh ., (Lt'\ . 19 : 16 ) rnnnct 11·d " it11 the sh, ddine: of 
blood, as in Ezd •. 22: 9. In j l'r. 6: 28, the term is ronm·cted with acts uf 
de truction. 

Micah recalls to the people ,._ hat the) ,cem to have fo1 ~Otten. 
He i · not telling them an)thing that they :-.ho11ld not ha,e knm .. 11 . 

He is clearly referring, though not h) name, to a Torah- a sac rl'd 
~et of teaching-. \\ hich had come do,\n to them from the <li,t,mt 
pa,t, from ~[o!-e"- and the timl' of the I:xodu,. 

Isaiah c. i40 ) all" upon the rul(•~ of the land, \\horn he 
stigmatizes brrnu:-.c of their great \\ ic.kulnc,s ,1, ··, uler:-. of ."odom 
and Gemorrah," to gi\c ear to the "\\'onl of YH\'H ,'' to the 
"Torah of our God·· ( Isa. l : IO . ThPy, a. "di a.-. thr people. 
have rejected the Torah of YHVH of Ho-.ts ba. 5: 24 . Thn 
arc rebelliou, peopk "ho \,ou]d not fo,tLn to the Torah of YH\'H 
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Isa. 30 :9 ) . Thi, Torah demands a differt'nt kind uf \\IC>r'-hip 

not ,acrifice:-., nor the burnt offering:-. of rams and the fat of f rd 
beasts. God doc, not delight in the blood of hull, or lambs, or of 
he-goats. Incense is an abomination to God. God hate:-. the n:lebra
tion of new moons and all appointed f ea,ts ( Isa. 1 : l 0 ff. ) . 1 God 

1 lsniah carefully do<·s not indudl' thr Sabbath wh1•n, in tlw name of YHVH, 
ht· d1·clarcs: "Your nPw moons and your appointt'd frasts my ~oul hates:" t'\-1'11 
though immediately pretTding it ht· had declarl'd: "Nt·w moon and sabbath th1 
holding of convocations I cannot t·ndure iniquit) alonl( with thl' solt·mn assrm
hly" ( Isa. I : 13-14). Thr Sabbath was ordainc·d hr YHVH and was in tlu· 
original Torah. Th(' new moons and other ronvol'ations w1·n· not. 
wants men "to cease to do evil, learn to do good, seek justice, 
correct oppressions, def end the fatherless, plead for the widow 
( Isa. l : 16- 1 7). This is the Torah which the people had received 
and which they had rejected. They were not turning their backs 
upon any new doctrines or teachings which he, the prophet Isaiah, 
was brin,i:(ng to them. He was only the messenger who had been 
sent by YHVH to admonish the people to return to the Torah of 
YHVH which had been given to their ancestors and from which 
the}, their dc.,cendants, had c;traved." 

:i Isniah knows of a "Book of YHVH" (Isa. 34: 16). H1• calls upon pcoplt· to 
rc·ad from it in connection with the desolation which will overtak(· Edom. Thi' 
allu!;ion h('r", howe, er, is too obscure to draw any ,onclusion from it. 

,.o prophet driYcs home the thought that there wac; an original 
Torah which did not contain any reference to sacrifices more forcibly 
than Jeremiah. His is the mo. t unqualified a! ertion of all: "Thu, 
. ays YHVH of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt ofTerings 
to your sacrifices, and cat the fie h. For in the day that I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, I did not rpeak to your f athrrs or 
command them concerning burnt offering. and sacrifice,'' (Jcr. 
7: 2 22 ) . 

Amos had declared that the ance<;tors of I ,rad in the wildernc"" 
had not ofTercd any acrifices (Amos 5 :25 ) . Jeremiah no"" state, 
categorically that YHVH ne,·cr commanded them anything con
cerning sacrifices. 

Jeremiah refe~ to a clas, of religiou" leader. in hi~ day, other 
than pric:; ts, shepherds, ( rulers ) , and prophets, who were known 
as tofse Ha-Torah, "they that handle the Torah,'' "the guardian"' 
of the Torah"' ¼ho, like th others, had betrayed their trust Jcr. 
2: 8 ) . Thi" "' ould ,ugge,t not onl} that there "a"' in exi..,tence .i 

recorded Torah hut that it \>\as cntni...tcd to a . pccial group of 
men, ,,hose ta"'k apparently it was to guard it and teach it to the 
people. 

The people had for:-.akcn this Torah "hich YH\'H had gin·n 
them ]er. ~: I~ . All the (0 , ·il which had tome upon them "a, 
clue to the fart that the~ had forsaken YHVH and had not kept 
His Toras (Jer. I 6: 11, aJ..,o 6: 1 ~I ) . 

Jeremiah ... inglc"' out for c.li:-tinction on)~ t\\ o figure<; from hi, 
people's long- pa"'t, .\lcN'S and .'amuel. "Though l\1o-.e, anti Samud 
:-.toocl before mr, yet m~ heart \1\-0uld not turn tern ard this people'' 

Jer. 15: l ) . ~fo:,.,l''i ,, a:-. their leader at th time of the Exodu, 
.ind Samuel at the time of the founding of the monarch). Both 
prayed and pleaded f(lr the people in dark and perilou, hours of 
di, ine wrath ( Exod. :~2: 11 14, 10 32 ~ I Sam. 7: 5-8 ) . Jeremiah's 
.idmiration for Samuel was undoubted!~ in:-.pircd in part by the 
lattt'r'.._ attitude toward "'acrifire:-.. Though himself a priest in the 
~anctuary of Shiloh and el"'e"' here, he proclaimed: "Has YHVH 
a-.; great delight in burnt offerings and "'acrifices, a:-. in obeying the 
, oil e of the Lord:> Behold, to obe~ is better than ..,acrifice, and to 
hcark.C"n than the r,,t of r ,1111<· l I Sam. l .1: 2~ . S,tmucl, centurie, 
l1u ,11lu ... han!-!;«d 11 1iuli,11,.1ti. ·t1 irit ..... 

l Of :\ f ( "' , 
It Ill jt u .ih i I J f l. ,med. "' ould h<' 01111· 

, likt hiloh. 1w11pk pc, ,i,11 d i11 i~nrn 111g 
till l(. I l\ I fll) l'I )(·l 

Thi, ·1 nrah, ,, hie h u mt,lllll d 11 0 c)l d in ,tl1l l'" ,tbout :-al I IfH l • ..,, du! 
contain in--truction-:. that men ,hould e::-.,·c t1k ju,tice toward one 
.in()thn. th .it the~ ,houlcl not oppn·"" tht· alien, the f,1thl'1 }c,..._, and 
the \,idm,. 11r ,hl'd i11110,,nt l,lrnJ. \\rn,hip othet tel'- j11. 
i: 5 6 . It did include la ,, s ,tg.1i11,t • l )Ing, mun.le 1, .1clultt l\, 
and ..,,,l'aring Ltl,d~ and hurning imcn,l to Baal Jer. B:~J 

Jeremiah remincb the ptopk of the CoYenant which ha<l been 
made ,, ith the Children of hrad ""hen thry left Egypt: "So :-.hall 
)OU be m~ people, and I will be ~our God" (]er. 11 :4 J. They had 
broken th i, C:oYcnant by ,, or:-.hi ping othrr god"' (Jer. 22: 9 ) . The 
people had been per..,i-.;tentl)' warned of the consequences ""hich 
"ould follow the breaking- of the C:m·enant. X c, crthcle,s, the~ 
,, alked in the "'tubbnrnncss of their e,·il hearts. Therefore, God 
brought upon them "all the word, of thi:- < o, en ant, "' hie h I com
manded them to do, but the~ did not'' Jn. 11: 8 . 

I ndu<led in this Torah, \\ hi, h "a" the bm,i, of the C:m·cn ,tnt. 
Jercmi,,h n·mindecl the pcopk, \\,t.., the ordinance: " .\t the end 
of ,ix \-tar" cac h of , ou mu..,t ,ct f1 lT the fellcl\\ Heb, C\\ "ho . . 
ha" been ... old to ,ou and hc1, "l' l\Cd , ou ,i, \t'ar,; \.Olt mu, t " L' t 
him fn.'l' from }<>U~ ,cr\'icc" dn. H : 14 1 . Th<' ~t·,t in ·L,odlh 21: 2 
reads: "\Vhen \ O U bu, a Hehn·,, ,la, c. he ... h,tll ,enc "'ix ~c,tr", and 
in the ,en·nth he ,hall.go out free for Il(lthinc:."· n J crt>mic1h i, c k,trl~ 

"'lh1· tn,l in D1·ut(')ono111\ is d o, t 1 to th .i t t•f J. ·11111i..1h·, : " If \'OW hro1h1·1. 
a H1·hn·V1 m,1n or a 1-It•hn·"' ,.q,111:rn. ii. ,old tn ,011. h1 ,h,111 ,1 I\ (' You , i~ ) t·,11 , . 
,md in d 11 '"' nth , 1·,1 r \lll1 , hall lt't h 'm 11:0 f 111• f1 11111 \l,u" (De \,l. 15: 12 . I n 
,·at·h insrnnct• th e· l~w is ~i\'l·n ca uisticall). J 1•1,·111ia h ,t,1t1· • it ,1podic ti c a lly-as 
it p, ohahh was ~ta ti-d in tht 01i1d nal T m, h . 
quoting mi ancient la", \\Cll knm,n to the people. but not in the 
t'Xart \H1rci:-. of L:v>du-. or Deutcn>1wm,. It i:-- clear that Jeremiah 
regarded thi" ordinance a" part of the original Torah. :\lcN',. 
the emancipator of the Hcbfl' \\ -.},n l''-. \\ a"' n,ttur~ll~ drcpl~ 
intcre ... tcd in the problem of ... ta, ery, and in hi, ba,i, teaching-. he 
incorporated definite in,tructions on th<.· ,uhjcc t. 

Je1cmiah hoped for the day "hen God "oulcl make a Ill' " 
Ccnrnant "ith the hou"'e of hr.tel and the hou ... e of Judah, "not 
like the Cm cnant ,, hich I made "' ith their father"' ,, hen I took 
them b~ the hand to brin~ them out of the land of Lg~ pt, my 
Co\'cnant ,, hich the, broke, ... But thi i-, the Cm enant "hich 
I will make,, ith the hou ·e of J.,_racl after thcN' dav,, ..,a,._ the Lord : ' . I "ill put m~ Torah u ithin them. and I \\ ill ..,, rite it upon their 
heart [i.e. not upon table..; of ,torn· or in .1 hook .. ~ and I "' ill hl' 
their God. and they :-hall be m~ people·• ]<'r. :~ l : 3 1-33 ) . Thi, 
new Co,rnant. Jeremiah hope,, ,,ill l,H forner Jcr. 32:40 . 
Ezekiel too lament-. the broken CO\ en,tnt L~ek. 16: 5~ . In itt'm
izing the .,_jn.., "hirh led to the breach. J:1ekid\ c c1talogue j<; remini,
cent of the "\\"ord,,' · the cilba1im in the Hnline ... , Code \ Lev. 19-
26 ) _; He, too, hopes for a nc\, Co, en ant "hie h "ill ,upplant tlw 

7 t'e ht•low. C haptt'r 11 . 
old, "a Co,·enant of pea, e .... an ew1 J.1,tilll!, C:m·enant" [1C'k . 
37:26 ). 

It ma~ be noted here that while c1ll thl literar~ prophets rdn , 
in one "a~ or another, to the Torah of YH\'H ,, hir h "a l!h en 
in the \o\ ildernes", none of them ,peak" of ~1 t. ~incti or ~It. Horeb a, 
the plal c "here it "' a, re\'ealcd. The onr t ,< eptinn i tht"' do, ... 
in the fifth-lentur~ prophet ~Ialachi 3 : :!.!. ~inai or Horeb""' 
from , ery ,tnt iem time.., held by the peClplc l< he the hoh mount,tin 
of YHYH. It ",h from Hi, home on ~in.ii th,\l YH\' H "' cnt fotth 



ome cholar claim that r lived. H wa Tammuz m th or a per 'onifi Jan. 
It i permi ible to di. olv a orld p r. onality into a m th if, by o . doin , the hi. tori v nu to which it ga v ri · ar mor fu ll explam d. Otherwi. th v ntur i: no mor than a onJunn~ trick unworthy of • eriou . cho)ar 'hip. It i<:; tru th, t a man may liv in his or ½ho nc\cr e i <' 1 i i ne, hut th n th, r. n of him, \\ hi h fl t ·d i 1 lit t, u11. 01 l" r • 11 I hi 

H J tou 1 tl ' long < e11tu1 ie , n ft r. 

1 1 r 

Mo. . wa born in Eg pt. Hi nam i Egyp~ian . That h wa a 
L it m a b qu t ion d. 1 B au. he 1· r port d to ha, -c 1 ln/ra, p. 000. 

p rf orm d pri . tl fun ti n. and ,., a· a tually on id r ·d in an old r tradition of J. -orth rn I racl, that of th trib of Dan. 
(J ud~. 18: 30 ) , . the found r of its prie tlv <~rd r nd b • au~· of th quit n, tural d ir of the Jud , n Lent • :o tra th.e~r g n alog ba k to him, and th reb~ to acquire pr t1ge and l~~1llmation, ~1o" • i.· made out by later h nd" to ha Ye b en of L , ·1tH al d nt. hi wa. done al o in th· a • of .'amucl, \\ho" d -rtainl~ not of th tribe of L \'i ( 1 , am. 1 : I ; 1 Chron. (i: 28 ) . It i dillicult to d t rmin to what trib 110 . belonged.:.! 

.! L. B. Paton b1 ·li1·H· that he wa an Eµhraimitc . om of the• R.idlt'l l(roup of tribt· who came out of l()pl under the fradr,~hip of Mos( ·· (Journal u/ Biblical Lttl'lature, • ' II [lQ l '.{], p. 30). 
Th leg nd , •. o i, t ,d with his bi th i n< t unlik that \\ hie h i · r or I ·d. of argon I of . kkad and of o h ·r n, tion l hcroe of the pa. t. The • familiar legend, belon~· to a tandard ~ nn: of folk t,1lc, '"hich d ·light in the melodrama of mira ulou · pr :en ,Hion. Tht:y do not in any ,.._ ay impugn th hi tori ity of th \' r~ r al per 011 · \\ ho r th' ubj ts of the. 1 g nd ... 11 grcatnc, br eel legend, . 
• 1 > < outh , nd arly manhood, a cording to th biblical a ount, \\ re ,pent in th p la of the Phar, oh. H \\ ,t rai cd , ncl du ·, t d , an Egyptian princ in n Eg-~ pti,rn m ·ironm ·nt. he, c \\ r man) oth r • b ..,ide m mb r of th· fO) al hcrn, hold \\ ho ,, er quarter d in a pala e in th c ,tpit, I and \\ ·r gi, rn , princ el) Eg}pti, n cdu , tion- h >. tag . for c. amp!\ from man~ < onqu red pr ,·in and u h other a. th Pharaoh· cho to fa, or .. ·ot infr qu ntly uc h "foreign r. • man~ of them . mit "· \\ er el vated t \' ry high po. iti n • in the gm rnmrnt of th' ountr). 
E, . pt had attain cl t a hi h 1 , I of c i, ili.1.ation in ~Io r • ci.:). J n fa t, it \\ c a , er old ci, iliz tion of con id rah!· ultur 1 ophi tic ati n into \\hich ~f .., ½a. h rn. H gr•w up in the hadcm of am icnt p) r, mid , and th ba k 't of hulru he" in \\ hi h h \\ .i hidd n a. an infant to s ·d , mong th re ·cl of ri\'C.:r ri h in hi~t f}',. Imo t, thou and~ ar · prior to hi d, ), during the 11iddlc K ingd m, Eg) pt had alre d. xp 'I ienced prolong J period.., of mat rial pro p rit~ and d , lop d an art and , lit ratur . from whic h th thi al motif\\ a.., not \\ antin r. ·nckr th ' n, K ingdom. 

c p riall) und r th Eight nth I io polit • I }Ila. t\. beginni,w \\i th 1 uthmo. i • III "th gr at . t of all th· phuraoh..,'' t. l 50-t
R ••• E. ) , Egypt had njo~ed , brilliant ,l r • of imp ri,11 n .. pan,ion. gr at w alth, and th on·tru tion of< itii' .md pal.t on .u1 h mi • al • I t· .-\,iatic empir ' mbrac ed the "hole of Canaan and Phoenic i,t and 1cac heel a. far ,, • th .\ 111,mu. r n 't.: and tht' [uph1 at··. 



fi SIL\'l:R ~l (hC• and llll Original T orah llxl2>..25 Bak. 
'fhe Eg~ptian I l'ligion to ,, hi< h ~lose~ ,, as t·xpo-,cd was un

douhtedlv an e:-...,cnti,tl part of hi-- upbringing. He "'as probahl~ 
educated in ''all tht \\ i ... dom of [~~ pt"' and in the E,g~ ptian wa) of 
life all it-. Jig-ht:-. and ,h.1do\\ ,. There was much in them from 
,, hich he reroiled. 

There v. ere al"o Eg-~ pt ian, "110 reacted similail}, His ag-c 
abounded in rdigiow, frnnent. and fell in th<' barkwash of one of 
the greate-,t religious uphe,I\ al" in I:g, ptian history. It is difficult 
to determine the n.a< t age of ~f O'-l'" and the Exodus. The mcl"t 

' recent scholarship ... et" them in the early part of the thirteenth 
century. 'ot Ion~ before that time, Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten, 
died c. 1354 B.C.E. ) had carried out as thoroughgoing a revolution 
against the cult of Amon, the national god of the cw Kingdom, 
as Eg) pt had e,·er known . \\' hether Akhenaten was i.the fir 't in
di"idual, the fi~t intellectual leader, the first revolutionist in ancient 
history" (J. H. Breasted ) , or "the first doctrinaire in history, and, 
what is much the same thing, the fir. t prig'' ( H. R. Hall ), or 
"probably the most fa-,cinating personality who ever sat on the 
throne of the pharaohs'' ( G. Steindorf! and K. C. eele), or 
mereh "the tool of othen-'' and not himself the promulgator of 
the new teaching ,,, . F. Albright ) . the fact of his unprecedented 
religiou revolution is unquestioned. He rejected the old god ·, the 
funerary rites and magical practices which were such an integral 
part of their won,hip. The temples of Amon were either clo~cd 
or destroyed. Their endowment'i were con fi cated. The wor hip 
of the old ~ods was prohibited. Their \'Cry names were erased 
from all public monuments, ju'-t a" his ancestor Tuthmo~is HJ, a 
century or . o earlier. had era:-.ed the name of Queen Hat ·hepsut, 
who had usurped the throne by refusing to surrender her regenq, 
from all temple walls and statues ~ hich she had erected, and ju,t 
as Harmhab was to cra~c th name of Akhcnaten, and destroy the 
temple.:; and palace. which he built, ¼ithin a ~eneration after hi..; 
death. Amenhotep IV f "Amon i, :-.ati-,ficd'' ) changed hi. own name 
to Akhenaten "He "ho j-.. bcncfitial to Aten" ) . H e even chi,ckc.l 
out from .ome monuments the name of his own father, Amenhotep 
III, and of his ance:-tor Amenhotep II. New temples to Aten we1c 
built in Thebc,, ... ' ubia., Hdic,poJi._, ~fcmphi. , and in the nn, 
capital Akhetaten T ell el-Amarna , v. hich he built and to \\,hie h 
he transferred the ,ea t of his ~°' ernment from Thebes, the cit\ 
of Amon. H e ma) ha, c al,o erected temple, to Aten in A-,ia. 

There had long- cAi,tcd a ,harp ri, airy between the priesthood 
of Thebc., whose prin( ipal deity \\ ,t:-.. Amon, and that of Hcliopoli,, 
¼ ho"c principal deity wa, R e, the sun-god, ,ymbolized by the orb 
of the sun, Aten. Akhenaten '" a" in all likelihood educated or 
influenced b) thr Hrliopolitan prie,thood. He adopted their doc
trine of the sun-god as the greate,t of god", and followed thi..; 
doctrine to its logical condusion. Aten alone was god and entitled 
to. olc worship. H e made the religion of Aten the state religion. 

Akhcnaten 's rdigiou:-. reformation called for the worship of one 
solar god, represented b) the sun-di,k "ith ray. terminating in 
handc; holding the :-.ymbol of life. The ,lm-disk was the traditional 
symbol of the sun-god Re, ½hose head was that of a falcon, sur
mounted by the disk and the uraeus serpent. Akhenaten's god retained 
neither the human form nor the falcon head, nor the erpent 
only the disk. The king-'s reformation was directed aRainst thr 
elaborate won-hip of the many god'-, the \H·lter of their incongruou..; 
nn thologies ancl tht , ·,1,t ,tncl p o \\ ( rf il pric,th hicrarcln .. d1ic h 
f.mcm l u1 n th1.. ir pt< i. l p \ ilt 't: . 

\\h1l· it • .._ t tH· th t \b.ltn,tcn' I 11tt l.1 t h11 

,tnd n \<'t h, 1n1t th· r ntt ct ll , ic II t 11f tl11· JH upk. 
rtl l' ,I 1cl1 lflll f(\(llt f ~ .. -.1 p1oprntio11, ,d1iil1 

ccrtaml} was not ,c 011 f < 1 • t I 
thoroughgoing than, :-a~, the rdonn.iuon "hich the J udcan klllg, 
J o,iah, carried out ,tTcn hunched and fift} ~car, later and \\hich 
;i],p did TH t I 1 \ n I 111g. Cir, le, l le ,c t(l tht Ph traoh \\CH prn
f, mdh .iffr, I<. d ll\ 1t ,md \ ic I, 1t rd' ; " I ,put 111 1 nd p,11 ti 1 
propag,md,t n1t1 t h,nc <ontinucd fc11 a !01 unw ,itl ,ill the 
bitter ne,s and \Chemt nee characteri tic cf ,u<. h 1cligio11" <. on tro
\ er-,ics in all age .... The~ did not die down c, en after the old rc
Jigion of Amon v. as finally r~tored under H orcmhcb and during 
the inetecnth Dynasty v. hich fol1ov. ed. 

Mo cc; mm·cd in the higher intellectual circle. of Egypt. He mu,t 
certainly have been aware of what had '-O profound}~ di..,turlwd 
the religiou~ orthodoxy of Egypt in da~ not far remo\'ed from hi, 
own, and the rea~on-.. for it. If the E,odu,; took place under Rame.._...r, 
II, around 1290, and if we arc to cred it the biblical account that 
M oe" was then already an old man, then his ~outh practical)~ 
coincided ¼ ith thr :\khcnatcn reformation. 

l\1ose. was fin-t dra\\n from Ph,iraoh·, court to hi, en,la,td 
brother-; in the labor camp~ of J:g, pt h~ hum,rn compa-..,ion ,tnd pit,. 
"One day, when :\lcN', had grm, n up. he "' cnt out to hi, people 
and looked on their burden,: and ht· ,,m ,rn E!!,~ptian be,tting a 
H ebrew, one of hi, pt>Clplt·. _The anger of ~f<N''- ,, tt, arou,cd ." rk 
looked thic., ,., ay and that. and ,eein~ no nm he killed the LI!,~ ptian 
and hid him in the ..,ancf' [x(ld. 2: 11-12). \\'hen hi, deed bec.imc 
knm, n. one of his o,, n people h,t\ ing informed ,te,.1in,t him, he flt·d 
to ~[ idian. 

There he \\ ,h a f uciti, t for marn , ear,. He dwelt with Rl'11l'I 
(Jethro) , a prie,t of ~lidi,m, tu1din~ hi, flock, and in the cour,e 
of time manfrd hi, d,wghtcr. ,md ,nn, \HTC born to them. A, to 
\\hat went on in hi, ,rnd durinl', th(),t' Ion~ ~t,lf" in the ,,ilclernc,._, 
how often hi~ mind turned hdl k to hi:-- kin,mcn in fara" .i~ L~~ pt, 
and on what other bafllinl!" pn,hl<-nh <if life thi, exikd prirn e "hom 
ob,cure and unaccountdhk font" h,td pullt·d back to hi" ,la, r 
people pondered, the rtuird-.. ,11t· ,ilenl. To judge by hi, prolonged 
rolloquic.-. ,., ith YH\'H. ~ lo,e" did not come to hi, hour of de( i,ion 
\\ ithout much inner < onAict. "ichout doubt-, and 14reat tum10il nf 
the spirit. But the re, elation of YH\'H finalh came to him -
tradition place, it ,It Horeb "'lin.1i .. in a flam~ of fire out of the 
mid,t of a lm,h'' ,, hit h burned ,, ith11ut heing- c on,umed. \\ ith it 
came the call to rt'turn to [g~pt ,tnd to h1in~ forth hi, en,l.tH'd 
brothe~. \\'ith thi, men, helm in~ n·, l l.tti(ln, all thing ... finalh frll 
into focu", the c.Jirt'( tion ,, ,1, t. lcarl~ !.!i\ en. the pcm er of \\ ill and 
the drive to a< tion \\t' re ,uddenh lilic1.1ted. ~l o~e, frlt the <om
pulsion of a di, int' ,ummon'-. H e ~t'turncd to Eg~ pt. 

Biblical narrator ... often attempt to de,< r iht: the nn ,ti~. inc ff .ibh
moment of sudden in..,ight and I c, <:l,nion \\ hi<. h ·< nme, to the 
chosen one. The~ are fin all) driH·n to fall b,u k on the ,\ mboli,m 
of fire, flame. thunder. lightninl.(, and rnllinl!; doud, of c,lon. ~1o,e, 
was later to re,ei\ c the \\'ord.., from YHYH ,lt thi ~.tr~lt' Sintti 
and again there " mild be ··thundt·r.., and li!.!htning,. and " chit k 
cloud upon the mountain, an<l ,t \t'I\ loud lrumpt·t bl;...,t'' E,od. 
19: 16 ) . :Many m~ ,til • haH' Jttl',tnl to ,imilar p,~ rho-ph~ ,ic ,ti 
experiences \\ hen the ( ulmin,.Hinc lll1Jnwnt of !!tc,u ill11minati1Jn 
hu~t'i in upon them. There arl' ,1 ,nw hihli<al 11tur.itor,. h< 1\, t:\1·r. 

"ho pointed!~ di"t !,timed tht· foe .mcl thu11(h-r ac< omp,rnimun, 
of di\'inc rc,clation. Thi~ i.., t·,pni,dl~ ttut of the 1c\·clation \,hi l h 
.Elijah is recorded to h,t\t n·t ei\ed at thi-. ,,1mc ~i11ai ( 1 K i11 g.., I q , : 



7 -SILVER ~lcN''' and the Original Torah- 11xl2x25 Bask. 
HAnd behold, YHVH pa. ed hy, and a great and ~trong wind 
rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before YHVH. 
but YHVH was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake. 
hut YHVH wa~ not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a 
fire, hut YHVH was not in the fire.'' And after the fire there wa!
"the voice of a gentle silence., and when Elijah heard it, "he 
wrapped hL face in his mantle," ( like Moses before him ) for he 
knew that he was in the presence of YHVH. 

\-Vhen :Mose~c; led the people out of Egypt where thev had lived 
for many years, and had, to a large degree, become Egyptianized 
and steeped in its idolatries (Josh. 24: 14 ), he was determined to 
purg-e their religion of the detestable things their eyes feac;ted on 
( in Egypt ) and the idols with which they defiled themselves ( Ezek. 
20: 7-8), of which even many Egyptian themsclve. had expressed 
abhorrence. The religion which he was resolved to give them. upon 
their liberation, would cast off all the age-old shackles of polythei m 
and idolatry. The God with whom he would covenant them would 
demand an exclusive worship from them. Faith in Him would ha\'c 
no room for animal cults so characteristic of the religion of 
Egypt, nor for the making of image , the likene ·s of "anything 
that is in heaven above, or that in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth" ( Exod. 20: 4 ). The Torah 
that he would give them 3 would forbid categorically all the gro. s 

3 The t'arlier syst(·m of Akhenaten was a lso known as " teaching·• (Sbayet) . 
Sec Albright, From the Stone Age to Christ ianity. p. 206. 

evils which he found in the Egyptian religion and the Egyptian wa} 
of life- the wide. pread practic s of magic, and the grotesque and 
extravagant ab~orption with death. He would rule out the whole 
spirit world and .o exclude all ritual magic and oracles of death 
which ¼ ere so dominant a note in the religion of Egypt, the VCT) 

home of witchcraft and enchantments. 1 

4 Man) centuries lat<'r, the rabbis of the Talmud assc-rtl'd that "ten 'f\ah~ 
( measures ) of witchcraft df'scendt"d to e;i rth, nine were take n by Eeypt" ( ~ id . 
49b ). 

His religious teachings would go far hcyond the reformation of 
Akhenaten which nc\'cr completely abandoned the ~ymbolized 
god, and ne\'cr rejected belid in the di,·inity of the Pharaohs nor 
curbed any of their ab. elute powers. Akhenaten wa5 himself re• 
garded a'- di, inc. as ¼ere all preceding Pharaohs. A Pharaoh wa, 
born of the '>Un-god Re and at death "flew away to heaven and 
was united ¾ ith the sun, and the god's body wa. merged with 
his creator.'' '' 

:i Set· "Thr Story of Sinuht·," writtc-n durin g tht Middle Kingdom, in tht 
reign of King Scsostris J. 

Akhenaten ·s was not a social rC\'olution in any sense. It was 
theological and it~ ad\'anced religious rationalism found expression 
in the field of formal theology and ritual and also in freer and 
more naturalistic forms of religious art. Brea. ted finds it remarkable 
"that the h)mn ( of Akhenatcn ) as an exprcs ion of religious aspira• 
tion contains . o little reference to character and to ethical matters.'' 
But it is neither strange nor remarkable. Akhenatcn 's revolution 
was not motivated by any desire to elevate the moral tone of the 
life of hiL people or to improve the wretched economic ronditiom 
of the dreadf u1ly exploited Egyptian ma.ses. Sex standards too 
remained unchanged. Akhenaten himself married his own daughter. 
All this may help to explain why Akhcnaten's religiou. revolution 
wa•, soon buried beneath the desert wastes of Egypt and the ~ilcncc 
of thc- c < ntm i,·,. ,, here.ts 11 o,es' rel iginu, lv moti\'ated ,ocial rc\'olu• 
ti ' l l l d l: th C ~ Ill ,l i (. I Ii I 1 f ( . 1 

e c hoed clown tht• a!-!,t', a n d ar o11 t 1c.l lbt' '\\ < 1 [cl . 

Tlw rl'()tah \\ hich 2\-lo,c, ga, e hi~ pet1ph rn1tla ,,t'cl i 11 c1·,t, .1 
(Olll llH ll kat11n· c-f 1. ~pt1,1n " CH ie t . s , 1cn·d p1 ostit11t io11 , uch a, 
,. 1 { l l• • t l t(1 th<' t ult, f \ mon , :\! i n , 1'1.,h .i nd 

other gods, and ma " hum,m :-, tl 11 .- • of fues :-.uch a , . ,.ion 

dcliRhted in. It ea. ed the burden. of the laboring man, put an 
end to lifelong c;;la\·cry, and made pnwision for thr care of the 
.,t1 anger. 'I h 1t,u g h ti ir m , n b1t11· 1 c~p< r i1 n < < • h 1 L .., h .. d 
com e to know the ,uul of t he :-.tranger ,md the sl,t\ . 11 t \\ ul l 
be no kings like the Pharaohs, '"ho \\Cn g()(J,... i11<ttlll,ltl' , ,, hosl 
rule was absolute, whose actions no one dared to question, and 
to whom everything and everyone belonged. There would be no 
priestly hierarchy such imposed itself upon the ha rd-pressed 
Egyptian masse , and exacted such tribute from them in the name 
of the gods. Ju tice, compassion, sex purity, and human dignity 
would be the guiding principles of the nc,v ,ociety which he intended 
to found. 

M onothei. m, as such, M oses did not ha,·e to borrow from Akhcn• 
aten or from the Midianite or Kenites, the only other people among 
whom Mo. ses dwelt after he fled from Eg) pt and with "'ho,e way 
of life and cult he had undoubtedly become acquainted. There i~ 
no evidence whatc;;oever that 1fosc-; borrov, ed the name YHVH or 
any of his basic religious ideas from Jethro ( Rcuel ) . hi-; father-in
law, who was an idolatrouc;; ~fidianite pric"t. According to what i" 
reported in the Pentateuch, J ethro, after he had heard "of all 
that YHVH had done for ~Io~c-; and for hracl hi people, ho" 
YHVH had brought I racl out of Eg-~pt," came to meet .\Jo-,c,, 
,..,ho "'as encamped at the foot of .\[t. Sinai, and brought "ith him 
the , .. ifc of l oses and their two son'-. Jethro rejoiced m·cr all 
the good which YHVH had done to I ... racl and bles:-:ed YH\'H anc.l 
:-;aid, " Tow I know that YHVH i, greater than all god.,' ' Exod. 
18: 11 ) . This would sugge. t that Jethro. far from being the one 
from whom 1foses borrowed the YHV H faith, came to it rather 
late, a{ ter ~Io!-e. had redeemed the people from Egypt in the name 
of YHVH. Jethro thu appears to have been the first ronz•erl to 
~Io. e<;' Yah\'i'>m.H 

6 This is how he is ,ic-wc-d in all ~ubscq1wnt Jt•\~ i,h tradition. Ser Exod . 
R abha 27: 5: Pt·si~ta. t'd. Buber, L yck. 1868. p. :?'.?a: :\!ekilta , ed . Lautt rbaeh . 
Philadt'lphia, 19-1-9, I I, pp. 172 ff. 

J ethro then ga\'e ::\foses ad\'ice, out of hi., own experience, on 
how to di\'ide the onerow, work of judging the people. He su~gcstcd 
that :Mo. cs co-opt trustworthy men to act a-. judge \\ ith him 
(Exod. 18 ) . Thereupon, Jethro returned to hi-, m .. n countr). 

The l\1idianite , according to the tradition which i re(orded in 
Genesi , were descended from Abraham through K aturah, hi-; wift 
( Gen. 25: 2 ) . Other tribe.., and people~ in Palc,tine and on it" 
borders are like"'ise traced back genealo~i all) to Abraham, e.g. 
the Ishmaelites (Arabs ) and the Edomite,, e, en the Amalekite", 
the de cendants of Esau·-. grand,on, .\ makk. But none of th<''-t ' 
cognate people is credited "'ith h,l\ ing retained the religiou, 
tradition of Abraham. The ~Iidianite" ,,ere the traditional enemic, 
of Israel. Throughout the period of the J ud~c.>. the) ,._ a~ed bitter 
,-var upon the tribes of Israel. Ben n1..;c of thi,, the people of hracl 
"made for thcmsel\'cs the dens whkh .trc in the mountains, and 
the cavec; and the strongholds . .... \nd ),rad ,, as brought , er) 
low bccau c of !\'.[idian'' (J udg. fi: 1- (> , . Ccnturie-; later, the. 
victory of the tribes of I ,rael mer .\ l idian "a" ~till remebercd 
( Isa. 9 :4 ). 
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It was the Midianites who beguiled the Hebrews in the wilderness 

away from the worship of YHVH to the worship of the Baal of 
Peor, and to the indecent rites of sacred prostitution which were 
associated with his cult. "And the Lord said to Moses, 'Harass the 
Midianites, and smite them; for they have harassed you with 
their wiles, with which they beguiled you in the matter of Pe'or, 
and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of the prince of Midian, 
their sister, who was slain on the day of the plague on account 
of Pe' or' " ( N um. 25 : 16-18) . The last divine command to Moses 
was to "champion the people of Israel against the Midianites" 
(Num. 31 :2). 

The Kenites, a Midianite clan to whom Jethro belonged, were 
friendly and helpful to the tribes of Israel on their way to Canaan. 
They were Bedouins, many of them probably workers in copper 
and iron. It was the beginning of the Iron Age. For purposes of 
raids or defense, they joined at times with the Amalekites, at other 
times with .Judah. According to the biblical account, Hobab, 
the son of Reuel (Jethro) the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, 
joined Israel at the invitation of Moses ( N um. 10: 29) . His 
descendant, Heber the Kenite, separated himself from the rest of 
the Kenites, who were at peace with the Canaanites, and joined the 
forcec:; of Israel in the battle of Taanach and Megiddo. It was 
his wife J ael who slew Sisera ( J udg. 4: 11 ) . 

Prior to his campaign against the Amalekites, Saul sent word 
to the Kenites : "Go, depart, go down from among the Amalekites, 
lest I destroy you with them; for you showed kindness to all the 
people of Israel when they came up out of Egypt" ( 1 Sam. 15-6). 
There is nowhere any suggestion that the Kenites had a religion 
which was so highly developed that Moses could well have 
borrowed his ideas from them, including the name of YHVH. 

The Hebrews, even when they were slaves in the labor camps 
of Egvpt, had not completely forgotten the faith of their ance tors, 
the Patriarchs. The religion of the Patriarchs was neither animistic 
or polydaemonistic. It was far in advance of the religions of the 
ancient world of the second millennium, and even these religions 
had gone considerably beyond the primitive stages of religious 
development. 

The Hebrews had a religious tradition which centered in the 
worship of one God long before they migrated to Egypt. They 
traced it back to their racial progenitors, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Even before Abraham left his home in Harran in 
northern Mesopotamia ( c. 1800 B.C.) to go to Canaan, his faith 
and that of his household was basically monotheistic. He worshiped 
a sup eme deity who created heaven and earth (Gen. 15: 22). By 
the name of El Elyon or El Shaddai (Exod. 6: 2), God was 
worshiped also by Isaac and Jacob and by Jacob's sons who went 
down to Egypt. 

Tht>re ic:; no indication in all the early biblical records that in the 
patri~ chal age the Hebrews worshiped any other god, or that 
their God shared His sovereignty with other gods or goddesses. 
Their worship, however, did not exclude the possession of certain 
domestic tutelary objects like the teraphim ( Gen. 31 : 18), house
hold g-ods. the lares and penates which remained part of the folk
faith of the people and even of the official cult as late as the time 
of the prophets. The altars and memorial stones which the Patriarchs 
erectt'd during their migrations through Canaan were dedicated 
to nnne of these, but exclusively to the one God of heaven and 
earth. It is of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that Moses 
spok~ to Pharaoh and to the Children of Israel. It is to the 
Patriarchs that the Jewish people throughout subsequent ages 
invariably traced the origin of their faith-not to Moses or the 
later prophets. The Bible speaks of the Torah of Moses but never 
of the God of Moses, only of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. 

In the eyes of Moses, God was about to intervene in the history 
of the Children of Israel in a most eventful and decisive manner. 
He was therefore to be known henceforth by a new name-YHVH. 
It was a common practice among ancient peoples to change the 
name of their deity or to add an additional one to indicate that the 
deit' h1.d assumed a new or an additional role. 

T 1 f oses, YHVH is not only the El El yon, the God Most High, 
Makf'r of heaven and earth, the El Sha.ddai, the Almighty One, the 
prott>rting and promising God, as the Patriarchs had known Him; 
He wa~ now also YHVH, "He who causes to be," not in the sense 
of "r.reator" -this was already revealed in the name El Elvon
but i the sense of "He who accomplishes and fulfills." YHVH is 
the " ccomplisher," He who performs what He promises." This, 
we believe, is the meaning of the term "Ehyeh" 7 ( Exod. 3: 14) 

7 :-r:, • 
which was revealed to Moses as the new name by which he should 
describe God to the people. Ehyeh asher Ehyeh, "I bring to pass 
whatc:.oever I promise," or "I will be what I said I will be." YHVH 
is He who fulfills and accomplishes. 8 



8 r.0mpare Exod. 33: 19: nK ,n~~n,, 1inK ittK nK ,nun, 1'lD? :iii!' C!V:J 'MNip, 
NalL. NLUC' "I will proclaim before you My name YHVH; for I am gracious to whomsoever I promise to be gracious, and I show mercy to whomsoever I promise to show mercy." Moses had pleaded with God to accompany the people on their way, and not to reject them because of their having sinned by worshiping the Golden Bull-calf. YHVH promised him: "This very thing that you have spoken I will do." Moses then asks for a sign-a reassurance which should be found in a revelation of the very nature of God-that the promise would be fulfilled. God then said: I will pass before you ( "I will make all My goodD{!SS"-kol tubi-all My attributes-to "pass before you") and "I will proclaim before you My name YHVH ( which will testify to you that I fulfill all My promises) . When the actual theophany took place, the Lord passed before Moses and proclaimed: "YHVH, YHVH, is a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping ( notzerguarding with fidelity) steadfast love unto the thousandth generation. forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin." YHVH keeps His promises and carries out His purposes regardless of how long it takes. On Exod. 6: 3: "I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as El Shaddai but by the name YHVH I did not make myself known to them," the Mel.<ilta of R. Simon ben Jochai declares that the name YHVH implies "I can be trusted to make good." ( C?!V7 'lK l~Ml ) and Rashi gives it the same meaning: "I can be trusted to make My word come true" ,,::1, n~K? l~Kl ) . 

With the Exodus, YHVH had fulfilled His promise which He 
had made to the forefathers of the Hebrews. He had redeemed the 
people from Egypt. They now knew that He is truly a God to be 
trusted and therefore also to be obeyed. Having vindicated His love 
for them, His prowess and His faithfulness, He is now prepared to 
make a covenant with them even as He had made one with their 
ancestors. But if He is to be their covenanted guardian and 
protector in the future, they must first commit themselves to a way 
of life acceptable to Him. They must accept a new discipline. They 
must pledge themselves to resist the ways of the heathen, their 
idolatries, and their immoralities. "Write these Words; for only on 
the basis of these words have I made a covenant with you and 
with Israel" ( Exod. 34 : 27) . 

It has been correctly pointed out that the covenant idea was 
not a late development in the religion of Israel. The covenant form 
which regulated duties and obligations between a sovereign king 
and his vassals was not unknown in the ancient world in the second 
millennium B.C.E. In fact Ramesses II, himself, during whose 
i:eign the Exodus probably took place, entered such a covenant or 
"suzerainty treaty" with the l:littites.9 Moses employed the cove-9 See George E. Mendenhall, Law and Covenant in Israel and the Ancient Near East, 1955, pp. 24 ff. 
nant form and translated it from the realm of the political to the 
spiritual. He was resolved to bring his people into "the bond of a 
covenant" ( Ezek. 20: 3 7 ) so that for all future time they would 
live within the freedom and the constraints of the Torah of YHVH 
and remain committed to Him and His law. 

The Covenant was in the nature of a formal agreement between 
YHVH and Israel. By it both sides were committed to mutual 
promises and undertakings. In a sense, all religious ceremonials 
and sacrifices in the ancient world were intended to establish a 
relationship with the deity and implied a compact. However, the 
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he destroyed c,·crything ebc 1 Sam. 15 ) . The ] ,h H a-I:lohim who 
was sent to Bethel ""ith a dabar of YHVH, and had been com
manded: "You shall neither eat brc~d. nor drink "ater, nor return 
by the way that you came," v. a\ killed b) a lion, because he had 
permitted himself to be persuaded hy an old prophet to return to 

Mo. es· was thr founder of the fir. t ethical and spiritual mono
theistic religion of mankind. It has come to be known a<; YahYism. 
It was actually not an entirely new religion a~ far as Israel wa<s con
cerned, but an old religion to which he gave depth and range and 
new horizons. \\' ith him the re1igion of the early Hebrews was trans
ferred into a unique and di. tinctive faith that differed in ome ways 
from the religion of the Patriarch and in many ways wa<; radically 
different from the rcli~ions of all other peoples. The Israelites were 
the only people in antiquity who had eYer been enslaved in a for
eign land and had experienced the joy and quickening of a sudden 
liberation and who were now on their way back to their ance ·tral 
home. The exploited Egyptian masses, in spite of their wretchedne:s 
and serf <lorn, never in their long history revolted agaimt the existing 
order. The Israelites had broken whh their past. :Moses was re olved 
to capitalize upon their unique and exhilarating experience and to 
mold them into a new and different kind of . ociety. These men 
could really tart fresh; they were truly new-born. Fleein~ from 
Egypt, they were not encumbered by temple, prie. thood, or royalty. 
They were no longer chained to ancient laws and to immemorial 
customs. They were, in fact, a cla:sless society that was free to 
organize its life on new patterns. 

It might be noted in p~· ing that the monotheism of Moses had 
no political origin. Unlike Akhenaten, ~Ioses wa~ not the ruler of 
a world empire but the leader of a homelc:s, wandering horde of 
emancipated sla\'es. His religiou uni\'ersali"m did not derive from 
nor correspond to any expanded imperial power. 

H ow ~f oses came to entertain hu re,·olutionary ideas is no greater 
m y. tery than the revolutionary insights that come to all men of 
genius. The appearance of any great pcrsonalit) in history is unpre
dictable and his endm"'ment. arc inexplicable. He leaps into his age 
unexpectedly like lightning out of darknes. and hi<; generation ma~ 
grant him or deny him scope and opportunity. To be sure, he doe" 
not operate in a \'acuum, but ""hate, cr truth he rc,·eal<., wells up in 
his own . oul with the force of an immediate and m·erpowering ap
prehen-;ion. \\'hatever he conceiYe~ of intellectually or experience~ 
. pirituall} is a new act of creation and i-, his ,-c ry own . It is not the 
product of evolution nor is it deri\'ed from hi-; cultural en\'ironmcnt, 
and it po1.;sesscs timcle:s relevance. 

M aces is called · 'prophet'' ( l\·abi ) ,·cry infrequently in the Bibk 
and only then to di~tingui"h him a nd -;et him apart from all other 
prophets. ror i~ he called Ro'eh, the older name for a l\·abi ( I Sam. 
9: 9 ) . H e is cal1ed more often J sh JJ a-Elohim, "the :Man of God" 
(Deut. 33 : 1 ; Josh. 14: 6; Pf-,. 90: l ) , a term in earl y U"-C 

in Israel to describe the spe ial emi~sary through whom YHVH 
made Hi will knm,.,,n to men. Samuel is -.poken of as the l\Ian of 
God ( I Sam. 9: 6 10) . Elijah i~ almost always spoken of as the ~1an 
of God and so is Elish (e.g. l Kings 17: 18 ; 2 Kings 1 :4- 13 ) . 

hemaiah, too, who had cautioned Rehoboam not to wa~c war 
against Israel which had but recently broken away from Judah 
( 1 Kings 12: 22 ) and had warned the people when Shishak of 
Egypt invaded J udah ( 2 Chron. 12: 5 7 ) is calkd the ~1an of God. 
_\ Ctr 1· 1 1T an. the ' I r h. , l 'l 

r h~alz a <.p i;ill~ 1e,cned \.1 n r rn th rl unplc of Jc,u.,1-
km, i-. ( .i 1\nl bli l l a-1:lnhim. < )the.· "i e n ,thing j,.., k111J\\ n .1hotll 
him. SC", er.d ano1n mous 1\k 1 ,f ( ;, ,d .1 wt nlH Ut d in the hi tori-
l tl ho k lf th B . ( )t 1:ti .it S11il11h 
the fall of hi.., llllu,, "IC l l :-,,1111. - -

36 ) , another appeared at Bethel shortl) after the divi,ion of the 
K ingdom, and denounced Jeroboam, the- fir.;t kin~ of Jsrn"L for 
,t ttinP up an I .. 1. ·r<. J J--. •. 1.., ~ Srirl I .... l T h IT -Elr,hi1 .. 
toldJ'in•.\ma1.i1h fj1l.h, ., n h. 'n·hund• Ith ud 
I ,r, d:tc nH rct ,wries to lH'lp him fight 11tc- : .. 0 '-.in , c111 
not let the arm) of Israel go \\ ith )OU, for YH\ H is not \\ ith {..,rad, 
with all these Ephraimites" ( 2 Chron. 25: 7 ) . 

In later times the term "Ish Ha-Elohim·' was no longer used. The 
literary prophet ne\'er employed it. In tead they used the term 
Nabi, " prophet," but originally the two terms were not synonymous. 
Thus 1 Kings 13 : 11 tells that " there dwelt a n old prophet [N abi] 
in Bethel. And his son came and told him all that the .A1 an of God 
had done that day in Bethel ; the word. [debarim ] also whi ch he h ad 
~ poken to the king.'' In the course of time the term ·/\:abz came to 
replace not on11 ! sh Ha-Elohim but also l/a-Ro'rh, the Seer. The 
transition is pointed out in 1 ' am. 9: 9: "Formerly in Israel, \.\ hen 
a man went to inquire of God, he. aid: "Corne, let us go to the '-Cer; 
for he who i" now called a prophet [Xabi was formerly calkd a 
seer L Ro' eh] .n In X rhemiah ( 12: 24 ) and in Chronide.;, the post
cxilic chronicler 2 Chron. 8: 14 ) , in his enthu..,ia,m for the Da, idi< 
d) na'-t), actually speak" of King D '-n id a" /sh JI a-Elohim. 

These ~lcn of God, ho\\ c, er, differed in ,omc important rc..,pect, 
from thr rarly and the later prophet~. The, apparently pos.._e,,cd 
some e pecial daemon "' hic.h et them apart. The) ...,toOll closer to 
th· deity. They did not belong- to an~ guild. a" did man) of tht' 
prophets. They are nc, er ~poken of in the plural and they ,, c,-e 
nt"\Tr attached to any sanctuary. The, po...,,e,,e<l the gift of proph
ecy. Thq could foretell the future. and ,ome \HTC con..,ulted on all 
matter-; great or small. But they ,, ere in a cla. " b) themse)\'<.'"· 
Although they ,.,ere dedicated to the ,cn·ice of YHVH, they \\ere 
not general preachers of righteousnt"-..s and interpreters of Hi" moral 
law. The, appear at critical moments in the life of the nation and 
at the behest of a '-pecial mandate or commi.....,ion from YH\'H, and 
the) gin~ di\'ine ,., arning or direction to the king or the I rad er, of 
the people. They arc emis-;aries delegated h~ YHYH to deli, er a 
me ,age on a ,pecial occasion directed to a ,pecial "ituation. The~ 
ne,·er addres. ed themseh·es to other nation-; as did the great ]itera,) 
prophets. J eremiah wa<; de,ignated a~ •• ' a prophet to the nation" 
. . . ' See, I ha\'e ,et you thi, da) mer nation-; and on~r kingdom-.;, to 
pluck up and to break down, .. .'' J cr. I : 5 IO ) . The mc,~ge of 
the. e Men of God is exclusively to the ruler-. or leader of the peopk 
of I. rael . 

To the Ish H a-Elohim, YH\'H ,gi,e, in,trurtion .... that arc dc,u 
and preci. e and they must be t arricd out c~actly as ~i,·en. Al,o, 
tho c who recei, c a di\'ine command "hich i .... u ansmitted to thrm 
by an I h H a-Elohim mu,t likt',., i"c t ,trr) it nut e'.\.at tly as com C) cd 
to them. The sl i,e;hte. t infraction bring-; ,, ith it the most disa-..trou...; 
consequences. ~fo,es " as denied the pri, ilc~c of entering the Prom
ised Land becau e he struck the ro< k to bring- forth " ater in tcad of 
~peaking to it, a:- he ,.,.·a. told to do ( ~um. '.W: 7 I J ) . King ·aul ,.,, as 
rejected by YHVH, and his kin~dom \\ as torn c.\\'> a}, because h;n 
ing received the dabar, the command of YHYH , throu!,th Samuel 
the l h H a-Elohim, to ~mite Amakk and utterly destroy all that 
they have, he ~pan:d the be t of the :-hrcp and o'.\.t'n .;o as to sacrifice 
them to YHVH, and took the J..in~ of the .-\makkitc. aliH~, ahhough 
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he destroyed everything chie ( 1 Sam. 15 ) . The hh Ha-1:lohim who 
was sent to Bethel \\'ith a dabar of YHVH, and had been com
manded: "You shall neither cat bread, nor drink water, nor return 
by the way that you came," \\ .is killed by a lion, because he had 
permitted himself to be pcrsuadrd b) an old prophet to return to 
Bethel and to cat bread and drink water in the latter's home 
( 1 Kings 13 : 7 32). 

A special aura seems to surround the lsh Ha-Elohim. The angel 
who appeared to the wife of ~1anuah, the future mother of Samson, 
to announce to her the birth of her child "who would begin to sa,·c 
Israel out of the hands of the Philistines,·• seemed to her to be an 
lsh Ha-Elohim, and his countenance was very frightening (Judg. 
13: 6). The skin of the face of 11oses . ent forth beams, and men 
were afraid to come near him- so that he had to put a veil on his 
face ( Exod. ]4: 29- 35). A di\'inc effulgence seemed to radiate from 
the. e M:en of God when engro,-icd in the passion and exaltation of 
their divine mis!--ion. 

There were many prophrts in am ient Israel. E,·ery one in whom 
there was the spirit of YHVH could prophcs). The seventy elders 
whom ~Io.es selected to bear the burden of the people "'ith him, 
each received a part of the spirit that was his, and "when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied'' r~um. 11: 16 25). :Mo.cs ex
pre.scd the wish: "\\7ould that all YHVH's people were prophets 
and that YHVH would put hi-. spirit upon them'' (v. 29). 

But few were the Men of God, and of these Moses was acknO\, I
edged by the people to ha\'C been beyond all comparison, the l,h 
Ha-Elohim. He was chosen and delegated in the most critical and 
decisive moment in the hi!-itory of the people for a preeminent mi:
sion of national de:-.tiny. There "as ''none like him for all the 1-ign-, 
and the wonder-, which YH\'H :-,cnt him to do in the land of E~D pt, 
... and for all the mighty pm, er "hirh he di:-played and all the 
great awe \\ hich he in-;pired in the si~ht of all hrael" , Drut. 
34: 11 - 12 ) . A:-. a prophet he \\ a'- not only sui gennis, unlike all the 
prophets v. ho c, er arose in T-.rael , . • um. 11 ) , but also as an J...h 
Ha-Elohim, ,, hom YHVH knc\, fa( e to face ( Dt>ut. '.~4: 10 ). ancl 
spoke to him "mouth to mouth, ckarl:, and not in dark speech." ,-, 

1., um. I 2: 6- 8. 
He '"a at home and full) cstabli,hed in YHVH'._ house. He could 
actually behold the "form"' of YH\'H.111 

rn Cf. Ps. 17: 15: •·.\s for ow, I ~hall he hold Thy face' in 1 il,\htt'ousrw.s: whrn 
r awake, I shall bt a ti fied with bdwldin~ Th} form." 

11o~es was gi,·cn the commi~sion not on)~ to announce the will of 
YHVH (Exod. 3: 16- 17 ) but to f., uutr it as ¼ell, to lead the 
people out of [g) pt to the Promi:-cd Land. "Come, I will ~end you 
to Pharoah and bring forth 11:v people. the children of brad, out 
of Egypt'' ( Exod. 3: IO ) . A!- ~uc h. ~f m,es was al:-o called 'Ebrd 
J'HT'H, the 'ern111t of YHVH, 17 thr man rho,en by YHVH as 

17 l\"um. 12: 7; Dcut. 34: 5; n·pt'att dl) in the Book of Joshua: 2 Kings 18: 12; 
Ps. I 05: 6 et al. 
His instrument to acknowledge Hi, purpo. es. Throughout the lit
erature of the Bible, only King DaYid. the founder of the J udean 
state and dynasty, the beloved political hero of the people, is spoken 
of a · the erYant of YHVH as consistently as is :Moses. 

By temperament and character Moses "'as preeminently qualified 
for the hi, toric role to which he was summoned. The biblical 
. ource • peak of him as a leader of rare courage and re'-olution. 
Some men aspire to leadership. ::\1o~cs instinctin·ly ,hrank from it 

''Oh, m, Lord, ,end, I pr,1, , , EH ()t! tr p1·1 ,11·· Ill t < "', j, 
\\asthrA 1i,n him ht h lt t• 't ,qkt• 111d Jl\tf 1l.lrt:;ittel. lur 
st11 ngth, he lll,lld1ccl the mount.,in 1.tg~ "hid1 Ill' ~1. led ,, h, 11 
ft'a rlt·,,1~ h e ,1ppro:1chld tht· dail.rn,, ,htt (_, al ch,clt. :\Io,,·, ,,.i-. 
11t''1 c t,Jn tH n, 1'1 u,1 .u1ilth1,,l "ho<nn,i,tcnth 
iollo,,c<l lu~ fooi...tq 1,, , .i .1g I t , L, 11w tlil 

wilderne. s of \\ hat i, extreme and immoderate. He endured ingrati
tude, rebellion, , i]ifiration. feud, and ri, alri<·, 11nflinchinpJ: at the 
bchc,t of h I If t{ ,, 11 1 ,l 
er < f m 1 1 , t, I uhjc, tt ... ,, h m.1clc 1011 a 1ulu and Jttd e 
i, rt> t·, Ii t"r•dl ,1tthl) t1lc,Hltd,dlthc lnt,rnl' atd 

TL'l lllmt nt < f ,J l\ 1 • • ",1<h to h( free. ,,f n u1 \\ ho h.td . ur
rendercd their capu,·c ,euiril: for the pron1i,c of a freedom that 
had beguiled them into a terrible \\ ildcrnes,. Hew, often they con
fronted him in murderous fury v. ith stones in their hand . Yet, com
pact of firmness and com pa . ion, his heart was a1v, ays full of concern 
for the people that :-o often failed him. It wa the people who v. ere 
at all times uppermo.t in his mind. "For~ivc the people's sins, 0, 
YHVH. If not- blot me out of Th) Bonk!" ( .Exod. 32 :32 \ . ~1o:-.<.:s 
wa5 a faithful shepherd of his people and the humble1,t of men. 

Thronelcs. monarch of a ,piritual kingdom. hi, hand nrYer held 
ccptcr or crown, ~ ct peoplrs of distant age, and remote region, 

came to accept his law. Many a river ,, ho,e ,tream-, make glad the 
cities of God finds its source in him. --~o man knm,, his ,cpulchrl' 
unto this day," but thou~h entomhrd in cm unknm, n gran:, hi" 
spirit has remained enshrined in the onmO\ in~ ark of faith "hit h 
all the co\'enantcd children of man hopcfL.11) f ollm, to a b<'< koning 
c.la y and to a land of promi,c. 

4 

The Prophets Who Championed It 

There arc tho:-c ,, ho trace the hcLinning, of ,piritual Judai,m 
to the literaq prophets of the ei,ghth through the ,ixth c entm: 

a.c. E. Prior to that time, the) maintctin. the rdigion of I ,rael \\ ,,, 
little different from the religions of all it, hcc1then neiKhbor'-. The 
Canaanites had their Baal, the ~loabitc.., their Cherno h, the 1:-racl
ities had their YH\"H. It \\ a-. the lit crM) prophch ,, ho introduced 
new concept" of reli,gion and ethic,, radil al nc\, departure-, in \\a~..., 
of thinking about Cod and of \'\or,hiping Him. There are e, t·n 
tho.c who maintain that Judai:-m anuall) began \\ ith the reform,l
tion of Josiah in 621 B.C.E. 

Tothing can be further from the truth. It " .1._ not the prophets 
of I. rael from Amos dm, n. nor the c.u licr non I itt·r ary prophet... 
Samuel, J. athan, Gad, ,ind tlijah "ho created the n·li_gion of hrnd. 
They ¼ ould ha\'c been the la:-t to make ~u< h a claim. The, nc,-cr 
conceived of thcm,eln·s a-., inno'- ,Hor~ or originator, of th·e id ',1-, 

that they prodaimcd. They reg,lfdcd them,ch c as ha, in,g been ,ent 
to remind the people of "hat the) h.td forl!;ottcn, to rl'c:all thl'm to 
a faith and a ,,a~ of life \\hich thti r allLl'i-tor.., h.td d1<N'n 10 .1dopt 
but which their ck..,Lcndant • h,td d10,en to ignore. 
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They came to alert the people to the moral corruption of their 

age and to warn them of the retribution which was sure to follow. 
The prophet was, in very truth, M ochia~ Basha' ar, he "who re
proves in the gate" ( Isa. 29 : 21 ) . He summoned the nation to 
repentance for sins committed against moral laws which were very 
well known to them. Jeremiah clearly defined the mission of the 
prophet. When God brought the people of Israel out of Egypt, He 
gave them this command: "Obey my voice, and I will ·be your God" 
(Jer. 7: 23). But they did not obey. Whereupon God sent them time 
and again His servants, the prophets. Yet they did not listen to them 
and did not obey the voice of God. They did not accept musar, 
correction (J er. 6: 21-28) . The people consistently refused to accept 
correction (J er. 5 : 3 ) . And the function of the prophet was to bring 
musar, a call to repentance: "Nevertheless they were disobedient 
and rebelled against thee and cast thy law behind their back and 
killed thy prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them 
back to Thee . . ." ( Neh. 9: 26). The prophets spoke with the 
authority of divine inspiration, but always as the restorers of the 
true and ancient faith to a generation that had ignored or forgot-

'ten it ( Ezek. 2 : 3-5) . 
Both Jeremiah and Isaiah received the specific charge to bring 

correction to the people when they were consecrated as prophets 
(Isa. 6 and Jer. 1). "Hear, and testify against the house of Jacob" 
is the commissioin that was given to Amos ( Amos 3 : 13) ; and to 
Hosea: "Set the trumpet to your lips, . . . because they have 
broken my covenant" ( Hos. 8 : 1 ) . Micah defines his calling: "But 
as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of YHVH, and 
with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to 
Israel his sin" ( Mic. 3 : 8) . 

What were the sins and transgressions which the prophets con
demned? As we have previously pointed out, there is none that is 
not already itemized in the great Words of the original Torah of 
Moses. From Samuel down, the prophets held up to execration the 
worship of other gods, the making of images and the indecent prac
tices that were associated with their fertility cults, sacred prostitu
tion, the burnt-offering of children, and all forms of witchcrnft and 
sorcery. They denounced the !Perversion of justice, the taking of 
bribes, the shedding of innocent blood, the oppression of the poor, 
the orphan and the widow, the overreaching and covetousness of 
the rich. It is these immoral practices and idolatries which the 
prophets condemned by various bitter terms, especially by the term 
to' ebah, "abominable," "despicable," which was the utmost in 
condemnation. An itemized list of them i given in the indictment of 
King Manasseh, who was regarded as the most wicked of all the 
evil kings of Judah: ( 1 ) He rebuilt the high places and erected 
altars for Baal and made an asherah. He worshiped all the hosts of 
heaven and built altars to them, even in the House of YHVH, and 
he placed a graven image of the asherah there. ( 2) He burnt his 
son as an offering. ( 3) He practiced soothsaying and augury and 
dealt with mediums and wizards. ( 4) He shed much innocent blood. 
These were the abominations, the evil he did which provoked 
YHVH to anger ( 2 Kings 21 ) . 

These were no new ethical demands which the prophets made 
upon the people, and no others are to be found in their prophecies. 
They were pleading with their people to return to "the ancient 
paths, where the good way is, and walk in it, and find rest for your 
souls" (Jer. 6: 16). 

The prophets reminded the people that the Torah which their 
ancestors had received in the wilderness said nothing about sacrifices 
or sanctuaries. They were not important for the true worship of 
YHVH. They did not contain YHVH and they are not the exclu
sive places of His revelation. "Seek me [YHVH] and live; but do 
not seek Bethel, and do not enter into Gilgal or cross over to Beer
sheba" (Amos 5 :4- 6 ) . "Amend your ways and your doings, ... 
Do not tru t in these deceptive words: 'This is the temple of YHVH, 
the temple of YHVH, the temple of YHVH'" (Jer. 7: 3--4). 

The prophets spoke in the name of a religion long established, 
whose authority had been largely flouted by the people to their own 
hurt~ For all their superb emphasis, elaboration, and application, 
their prophecies did not represent any new theological or ethical 
development in the religion of Israel. Had not Israel sinned, declared 
one of the rabbis of later time, only the Pentateuch and the Book 
of Joshua would have been given to them. The prophetic book 
would have been unnecessary because God sent the prophets only 
in his anger, because the people of Israel were not obeying the laws 
of the Torah (Ned. 22b). Other rabbis maintained that all subse
quent prophecies were already contained in those of Moses ( Exod. 
Rabb a 4 2 : 7 ) . 



What was new in their preaching wa the extraordinary earnestness and passionate intensity with which they uttered their message. Theirs was a spiritual and ethical fervor utterly unknown in the ancient world. They restated the centuries-old principles of their faith, and the commitments of their people under the Covenant with YHVH with a vividness, a glow, and a forthrightness that made them sound at the same time new and disturbingly reminiscent to a generation which had grown hard of heart, "whose ear were heavy and whose eyes were shut." While in their restatements they did not add anything new to the original Torah, they elaborated upon it, plumbed its depths, and applied it to their times with force, uncompromising frankness, and impartiality. There is genuine originality to such rare and consecrated discipleship. 
What was substantially new in their preaching concerned the future- A~arit Ha-Yamin-the end of days. Beyond the present they projected a vision of a distant time when all the nations of the earth would acknowledge YHVH as their God and would live by His law. They saw men and nations reconciled at last in a universal brotherhood of peace. They entertained the hope that Israel, firstborn to the idea of the one univer al spiritual God, might serve as "a light to the nations" guiding them to the happy consummation of a free, just, and united world community ( Isa. 2: 2-4). This is especially true of the prophets of the sixth century who preached comfort and hope and pointed to new horizons to their broken, defeated, and dispersed people. They introduced the Messianic motif which was to gain such emphasis in subsequent centuries. In the original Torah of Moses, there is no reference to disarmament or universal peace. One finds in the Words deep concern for the protection of the stranger~''You shall love the stranger." But it remained for the literary prophets of the eight century onward to draw the uhimate implications of the idea of human brotherhood in terms of universal disarmament and of a peaceful society of nations founded upon law. It required centuries of living as a nation among nations for the ethical idea of a warless, international community to ripen among the spiritual leaders of Israel. The generation of Moses was as yet far removed from that experience and from that vision. The high plateau from which this wider panorama of mankind could be seen had not yet been reached. 
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Many of the ideas contained even in the original Torah of Moses 

were not new, in the sense that they were not utterly unknown to 
the ancient world. The rabbis were fully aware that the Ten Com
mandments, for example, were kept by the Patriarchs and others 
long before they were revealed at Mt. Sinai.1 Many of the Mosaic 

1 See Bet ha-Midrasch, ed. Jellinek, 1877, VI, pp. 40-41. 
teachings, phrased differently, have reached us from other ancient 
sources, some of them considerably antedating the age of Moses. 
It is difficult to trace either the time of origin or the provenance of 
the seminal ethical ideas of mankind. The roots of moral beginnings, 
as of cultural beginnings generally, are forever hidden. The so
called Negative Confe sions, the mortuary next that is contained in 
the Egyptian Book of the Dead, and the ethical counsel or instruc
tion which we find in several Egyptian compilations dating back, 
in some instances, to the third millennium B.C .E., show a remarkable 
resemblance to some of the ethical precepts of the Torah of Moses. 
Mesopotamian parallels can also be found, as in the Assyrian 
Shurpu tablets. Gnomic literature, proverbs, and wise sayings of a 
high order were a popular literary form among the peoples of the 
Near East, and very ancient and widespread. In this connection it 
might be well to recall that the founders of the great religions of 
mankind never claimed to have founded an altogether new religion 
but only to confirm an old one from which men had strayed, or to 
lay special emphasis upon one or another of its doctrines. Jesus and 
Mohammed authenticated their teachings with con tant references 
to older scriptures and to prophets who preceded them. 

The uniqueness of the Mosaic Torah resides in the fact that these 
and other ethical ideas were now made peremptory divine man
dates, the essentials of faith, and the only true way of worshiping 
YHVH. Moses set ethical values fast in the religious life of man. 
They became an integral part of religion, postulates of theology, 
and thereafter and for all time remained an inseparable part of true 
religion. A new synthesis and orientation were thus achieved for the 
spiritual life of mankind, a major shift of emphasis, a bold new de
sign. Ethical concepts undoubtedly existed in the ancient world but 
they were not at the core of its many religions which were, in one 
" - . .. .. 



which the ancient world did not find at all objectlona le, an wtilch 
did not appear to them to be in conflict with the high ethical con
cepts they professed. These practices included sacred prostitution, 
the burning of children in the service of idols, witchcraft and sor
cery, and the obsession with death and the underworld. Lofty ethical 
concepts existed among the peoples of antiquity side by side and in 
amicable arrangement and alliance with gross and obscene cult 
practices. The Torah of Moses set out to banish from the religious 
Ii£ e of men all these forms of grossness and superstition, all that was 
sordid and depraved. Religion was given a purged and exclusive 
ethical content and therefore also a new function in society and in 
the life of the individual. 

Finally, the singularity of the Torah of Mo es consisted in the fact 
that it was entrusted, in solemn covenant, to an entire people, which 
undertook for all future time to be its guardian. 

5 

The Bne Israel Whom Moses Led 

It is difficult to determine when the Hebrew tribes or how many of 
them came to Egypt. Some maintain that they came in the reign 

of Akhenaten in the early fourteenth century.1 That would make 
1 H. H. Rowley, From Joseph to Joshua, 1950, passim. 

their sojourn in Egypt considerably less than the 430 years men
tioned in Exod. 12: 40, if, as scholars now generally assume, they 
left Egypt in the reign of Ramesses II ( 1301- 1234). Others have 
suggested that they descended into Egypt some time during the 
reign of the Hyksos ( "rulers of foreign countries"), the Semitic 
invaders fro mthe desert who conquered Egypt about 1750 and 
were expelled by Amosis I about 1560. Under the Hyksos, who built 
up a large empire that embraced Pale tine and established their 
capital, Avaris, in the Delta of the Nile, the Hebrews, who may 
have had close affinities with them, and who may have come to 
Egypt in several stages, were well treated. They settled in the Delta, 
the land of Goshen. They "increased greatly; they multiplied and 
grew exceedingly strong; so that the land was filled with them." But 
with the expulsion of the Hyksos and the rise of "a new king" 
( Exod. 1: 7- 8) the position of the Hebrews, a non-Egyptian people, 
became increasingly difficult. They were soon reduced to the status 
of serfs. The vast building projects of the Pharaohs of that period 
required large-scale captive labor and the Hebrews were forced into 
these labor battalions. Under Ramesses II, the great builder, who 
moved his capital from Thebes to Tanis in the Delta, at or near the 
former Hyksos capital of Avaris, and began to build and beautify 
his city, requiring large construction gangs, the Hebrews were set 
to build the store-cities of Pithom ( site in the Wadi Tumilat, known 
as Tell er-Retabeh) and Ramesses (Tanis) , and their oppression 
increased. It was then that Moses appeared and led them out of 
bondage and out of Egypt ( c. 1290) . This would fit in fairly well 
with the biblical figure of a 430 years' sojourn in Egypt. 

It is not likely that the account of the Exodus and the Conquest 
which is given in the Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua corre
sponds in all details with the actual events as they transpired : 
twelve tribes, numbering some 600,000 men besides women and 
children and a mixed multitude- fleeing from Egypt under the 
leadership of Moses and by him led for forty years in the wilderness 
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until he brought them, after many incidents and adn·ntures, to the 
gates of Palc,tinr \.\here Jo hua took o\'er. Joshua, after the death 
of ~loses, proceeded to ( onqucr ;-i. much of the land a, he could and 
b y lot to allocate it among the twelve tribes, some of whom had pre
viou..-ly been allotted their territory cast of the Jordan by Moses. 

The numb r of the tribes actually varie. in the hiblical . ourccs. 
The names of other than the traditional twel\'e ( e.g. in Exod. 1 ) 
are mentioned in the Bible: Ephraim, Mana.sch, Machir, Gilead, 
Caleb, Jerahmeel, Kenite . . The . ong of Deborah mentions only ten 
tribes, and among them arc included Machir and Gilead. These 
may ha\'e merged later \.\ ith the tribes of Manasseh and Gad. It is 
not likely that those who de. cended into Egypt retained their tribal 
identities through all the years they sojourned there.:.! 

2 EV!'n tht' rabbi~ of the T almud app ar to entertain doubt about it. "R. Judah 
declared that tht' rt"ason wh) Scripturt" Pnumcrates ReubC'n. Simt·on a nd Le, i 
only [Exod. 6: 14] i!> bt·causc nont' of the other tribes prescr\'l'd thrir genealogical 
purit\ in Egypt while Reuben, Simeon and Levi did" (Num. Rabba 13: 8). 

The number of tho. e ·who left Egypt is, on the face of it, enor
mou ly exaggerated. It would total up to some two or three million 
people. Profe .. or Albright sugge:-ts that the two cem,us lists which 
arc found in the Book of ' umbers ( chapters 1 and 26) probably 
represent a misplaced census list from the time of King Da\'ict 
( 2 Sam. 24 ) rather than the time of Moses. Sir Flinders Petrie 
would meet the situation by taking the Hebrew word Eleph, usually 
translated as a numeral meaning a "thousand," to mean a "tent" or 
"family'' (cf. Judg. 6: 15 ; 1 am. 10: 19 ) . This would reduce the 
number of tho~e involved in the Exodus to some five to six thou ·and 
people.3 It is . ound judgment to shrink all dilated figure that arc 

3 SC'e G. Ernest Wri~ht, Biblical Archaeology, 1957, pp. 66-67. 
given in ancient text to reasonable proportion and not to take their 
schematic chronologie too literally. The improbable figure , how
ever, should not lead m, to a general skcptici ·m regarding the re
corded e\'ents or to write them off a. fi ction. 

From a closer -;tudy of the biblical accounts, especially those in 
the books of Jo..,hua and Judge", the entrance of the H ebrew tribe.., 
into Canaan appears to ha, e been the work neither of one age nor 
of one united people. The tribes ,., ho sought nev. home · for them
scl\'eS either migrat<:'d into Canaan peacefully, as is . ugge. tcd b) the 
migrations of the Patria rchs, or stormed into Pale. tine, . eparately or 
in group", a. in the days of Joshua, conquering and holding on, 
of ten precariously, to ,·arious :-er tors. 

There probably took place t\\ o major in\'asions of groups of 
tribes, the fir:-t in the earl~ ,ccond millennium. This first im·asion 
was in reality not an im a,ion at all, but, in the main, a peaceful 
penetration. The H ebrew clans or tribe,;; did not attack or conquer 
the nati\'C inhabitants. They mo\.cd and d\ .. elt peacefully among 
them. They did not come as conqueror , merchants, or raider. but 
as semi nomadic clans, at fin,t mo, jng th rough th<:' land where they 
later on settled permanent!} bcnrn~e it was good land for pa\turc 
and was still largely open un,ettkd country. These early ancestors 
of the H ebrews belonged to the same wa\'e of Semitic migration out 
of the 'orthwest as did ihc other Amoritc peoples who came to 
Palestine. Ezekiel reta ins their racial tradition of origin: " ... your 
father was an Amorite. and your mother a Hittite" ( Ezek. 16: 3 ) . 

Aobraham, after he came to Canaan, entered into a treaty of 
friendship and amity with Abimelcch of Cerar, which was renewed 
by his. on haac. He acquired by purcha:c from the Hittites the plot 
of ground that he :,.ought for a burial ground. Jacob purcha--ed from 
H ,m 10r , thl' fath t r , f It hem. fo , I Ir ' v 
(qucita l.mlon\\bid1l1 h,td•>i htc hi-.t11t\\h1.:nhc.u1iHd 
al Sli1.:1hl'm on hi..,"••) h,t k !rum P,1cld,t11 1,1111 11,tn,lll to 
C,ltlaan ( :en. ~)·)H lll. 

·1 IH "'C'( 1, ,t < 1\ o I' ,l , in tlw th i, tee ntl rt n 1 1 I 1 

J oshua, follcm ini.; th.__ L'\< •l u . I ,, ,1-, rn1c o •c~,, 011,l,w,c.ht, ,md 
conquc..,t. It i.., probabl~, to :-.imilar and earlier inYa ions of the 
'H abiru into Canaan not all of them I ,raditc~ ) that the Tell cl-
Ama rn,t lcttt r f th ' t.. teer, JA u1 1 tilt' di1,l, ... ti c n 
spor1dcrne })(t\,c<n tht cou t ,fl ,pt nJ • < flj 1,tl < u. m, 
1 cfrr. It j.., not like/~. ,h ,ornc h.1, c i-UJ!J~< ,tu.I. 1 that th1 c I I 

S ·< ~1artin ;\< th, The Ji ist01 )' <>/ I rad, 19'>8, pp. 68 f. 
in\'asion, too, "took place fair!) quietly and peacdully on the 
whole," the ne¾comen, cttling in the unoccupied or sparscl) inhab
ited parts of the country. Our only a\'ailable records in Joshua and 
Judge tell of many battle · and the de. truction of many cities. In 
the memory of hrael, that period was always associated with strug
gle and conquest. The existing inhabitants were "dri,·en out' '; they 
"were destro)ed." r. "Jo. hua made ~ ar a long time "ith all tho..,c 

5 Sec especially J oshua I O. 
kings. There wa~ not a cit , that made peace with the people of 
h racl, except the Hi, ites, the inhabitants of Gibeon; thq took all 
in battle" (Josh. 11 :18 19 ) . 

Both trad itions are retained in the biblical record,, that of the 
earlier peaccf ul penetration into ( tlna,111 and the later conque..,t by 
in\'asion and war. In the fourteenth and thirteenth ccnturic,, the 
hold of Egypt on Palestine ,.,hich had been ,er~ firm under the ruk 
of the Tuthmosich and the Amenhotcps c. 1500 137 5 B.C.E. ,, a-; 
greatl, v.,eakencd during the l,1x and politic ally inept reigns of 

khcnatcn and hi.., !-.ucce,..,or,. lt "tts not full) n·,tored <'\.en unck1 
Rame--~s II, \.\ ho (oncluded a treat~ of pcan: \\ith the Hittite, afk1 
numcrou indeci-.i\'e battle-:. \\ hereh~ Palc,tinc and ,outhcrn . ) ri.t 
remained \\ ithin the [~yptian Empire. It " a, a n·,tle s Palestine 
0\ er which he ruled, and the numerou.., cit) -,tate,. ,ini:i;l) or in con
federation, frequently rebelled. The,e condition ... fa, ored the cam
paign-; under Jo,hua and his sucu....-;or,, and the~ were the major 
efforts of the tribes which had fled from [ g~ pt. They invaded th · 
central hill country of \\' C..,tern Pal<>tinc after the capture of J ericho 
and Ai. There they met and joined " ith fellm, H ebrew" who had 
li\'cd there right along and had not migrated to Egypt. For the 
number of those who actuall) did go down to Eg) pt, a · gi,·cn in 
Exodus 1 :4, \, as \'Cry : mall indeed- ~e,cnt) ,oul,- and though the 
number wa,;; probably con:--idcrabl} larger, m,m~ more undoubtedl, 
had remained in Canaan. 

At time. , under the threat of a common foe, '-Orne of the tribe-; 
would form a militar) coalition under the chari..,matic Ieade~hip 
of a chieftain-judge , ho/ et ) , who '" a-, regarded a ha\'ing been 
• ummoned by the spirit of God to meet the cmcrgenC). In the criti
cal battle of ~lcgiddo ( c. 1150 ) in "hich the tribe, of ~ aphtali and 
Zebulun were principally in\'ol\'ed r Jud[{. 4 1 , their appeal to the 
other H ebrew tribe: for help ,, a-; an,\.,e1 cd h) ,ome Ephraim, 
11achir (l\1ana • eh, \.\ C~t of the Jordan , Benjamin, and J,sachar 
but the tribes ea~t of the Jordan, R euben and Gilead Gad J, Dan 
in the extreme north, and A,hcr on the coa,t, rd u,cd to come. 
\\'hen once the darn~er " as 0\ er e, en the partial ( oalition,; \\ otild 
fall apart. At other time!'> the trib :--i ,, ould fil!,ht one another, a~ in 
the case of the bloody feud between the men of Gilead under J eph
thah and the men of Ephraim ( J u<l_g. 12: I i . an<l the , tru,gglc 
for power and the civil ¼ar th.it folio\, c<l the death of Gideon 
(J udg. 20-21 ) . Fierce jealou-.y flared up bct\.H'en the tribes of 
tfan~ seh and Ephraim because the latter had not been im itc<l 
into the militaf) confederaq \,hich Gideon of the tribe of ~lan,h
seh had organi1cd to fight the ~Iidianitc~. 
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In this war, the men of Succolh and Penud of the tribe of Gad 

rdu ed to hrlp the fighting men of Gideon who were pursuing the 
t'ncmy and who, faint with hunger, asked for food. Gideon, upon 
his victorious return, chasti~d them. He slew the men of Penuel 
after breaking down the tower of their rity, and he flailed the offi
cer · and elders of Succoth with thorns of the wilderness and with 
briers (Judg. 8 ). The tribe of Benjamin was almost completely de
stroyed by a confederacy of Hebrew tribes (Judg. 20-21). In 
those turbulent battle days before the monarchy was e tabli:hed, 
"every man did what was right in his own eyes" ( J udg. 21 : 25). 

In the eleventh century, under the erious threat of the Philistines, 
'"ho were pos. e. ed of the new and frightening iron arms and 
chariots, the tribes finally united to form a monarchy and appointed 
a king over them-Sau1. But the union was a very tenuou one. Saul 
belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, one of the Bne Israel tribe . 
Immediately after the people shouted "long live the king,'' some 
"worthless fellow," evidently of the South, said: " 'How can thi-, man 
save u ?' And they de. pised him ... " ( 1 Sam. 10:24- 7). The 
sharp division continued between the men of I racl [Bnc I,racl] 
and the men of Judah [Ish Yehudah] ( 1 Sam. 11: 8 ). \\'hen Saul 
waged war again. t the Philistines, there were Hebrews ( po sibl) 
the, e very disaffected J udean ) , "who had been with the Phil istine-; 
hefore that time and who had gone up with them into the camp 
... '' who were mustered to fight against the Israelites. It wa-, onl) 
in the mid~t of the battle that they defected to the ide of thr I-;racl
ites ( 1 am. 14: 21 ) . David and his men marched with Achish, 
king of Gath, and with the Phili tines against Saul who wa" en
camped in Jez reel. It is only becau, e the Phili 'tine commanders 
were su piciou-, of David's fidelity that Achish, at their prompting, 
urged him to go back, and David did not take part in the ensuing 
battle against Saul ( ] am. 29 : 3- 11 ) . 

The kingdom which had been proclaimed at ~1i1pah ( 1 Sam. 
10: 8 ) had to be renewed in Gilgal- near Jericho ( 1 am. 1 ] : 14 
15 ) to plca..,e the tribes of the outh (Josh. 15 : 7 . J n ' c \\ ar 
against Ammon where all the tribes were mustered, a c;eparatc cen
sus was kept, one of the men of I rael and another of the men of 
Judah ( 1 Sam. ] 1 :8 ) . 

After the death of Saul, the men of Judah crowned David of the 
tribe of Judah king in Hebron ( 2 Sam. 2: 4 ) . The Bnc I "racl 
crowned I hbosheth, the son of Saul, in 1fahanaim and made him 
king "over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jczreel and Ephraim and 
Benjamin and a ll Israel'' ( 2 Sam. 2: 8 ) . For t¼o years l shbosheth 
ruled o\'er J._racl, and David ruled in Ht'bron 0\'er Judah se,·en and 
a half )Cars. A long and bitter war set in between the two pt:opk!-
( 2 Sam. 3: 1 ) . I:rael grew ,.., eaker and Judah tronger. Finall) 
Abner, the commander of I<:.hbosheth 's army, realizing the hope
ks nes.-; of the !'\truggle, coun-,dcd the ciders and the people of I '-rael 
to make a covenant with David and acrept him as king. They 
agreed. David was crowned king in Hebron o\'er Israel as well , and 
he reigned in the new capital which he e tablished in Jerusalem over 
a united nation thirty-three year (2 Sam. ]6:5- 13 ) . Many Bnc 
Israel di, approved and many from Judah also. The men from 
Judah preferred domination rather than merger. When, later on, 
the rebellion of Absalom against David wa<, cru hed, there were 
many in Judah who were reluctant to have the king brought bark, 
even though the Bne Israel were now willing ( 2 am. 19: 11- 15 ) . 
Bitter feuding and ri, alrr continued among them. 

T tr n•·th,n h. h. l :11 d t m kt >. I tl1 er im 
,., 11 ,t"- tlH pulit1c.d nl Ill c. d, D,I\ id h,1d th, .\11,.. 

of thr Lord tr ;111,fc.•1 ll'd to the l It\ c f J),I\ id "hl'H' it " .1..; pl,H cd 
11ndc1 a t<·nt. 

1 ' • • ' kin l \lqwd h, 1 lu , t I t Iii I c ' l • 1 

lorn. It ,., ould .1ppt.11 ti1.u u11.: 1 1.nL 1allictl a1oun<l .\bsalom. 
The war, according to 2 Sam. ] 8, v. as bet"' cen Israel and the fol
lower · of Da\'id. The old division ,till pcr,i~tcd ( 2 Sam. I 9: 41- 4:~). 
It c,rnH th ,1rf11 a i, \ "'hil. rnichri.fn111 
the t1 ihc of Bcllj,m in. r ai d T 1 n 
llairned. '· \\\ h.1,t no po1t·1 1 • • '"> mhtr1t.111cc in 
,on of Jes"e; CH'f) man to his tents, 0 I -.racl ! ' According to th t· 
biblical account: "So all the men of Israel withdrew from Da,·id, 
and followed Sheba the son of Bichri ; but the men of Judah fol
lowed their king steadfastly from the Jordan to Jeru alem" ( 2 Sam. 
20: 1- 2). Thi. rebellion, however, did not la. t long. 

King olomon, who . ucceeded to the throne of David hi father, 
managed to hold his kingdom together. "So the kingdom was estab
lished in the hand of Solomon" ( 1 Kings 2: 45 ) , although even 
during his reign, Jeroboam, the son of • ebat of the tribe of 
Ephraim, " lifted up hi" hand again~t the king."' J eroboam was 
aided and abetted by the prophet Ahijah, the Shilonite. Solomon, 
when he learned of the con piracy, sought to kill J eroboam but thl' 
latter fled to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Solomon 
( 1 K ings 1 I : 26 40 ) . \\rhen olomon cJied, the great and final 
~chism took place. The Bne J..,racl broke a" a~ and set up a kingdom 
tA their own "ith their capital at ~he( hem. the ancient cit~, the 
religious center and rallying place for the • orthcrn tribe.., sim c 
earlic"t time'i. The tribe, of the North ret.1ined the name of Israel. 
Their · \\ as the K ingdom of Israel. The -.outhcrn kingdom called 
ihclf the Kingdom of Judah. J eroboam, "ho returned from Eg) pt. 
,.., as rrov, ned K ing of I sracl. 

In order to compete ,, ith Jcru'-akm and to di courage the people 
from going with their acrificcs to the Temple where the Ark of the 
CoYenant wa-; lodged, J eroboam et up a golden bull-calf for the 
pre~cnce of YHVH in Bethel and in Dan. Jeroboam now pro
claimed: "You ha\'e gone up to J eru~alcm long enough. Behold 
your God, 0 l racl, who brought )OU out of the land of Eg) pt'' 
( 1 Kings; 12: 28 ) . 

There " a!' ,, ar between R ehoboam and Jeroboam continuall) 
( 1 Kings 14: 30 ) . Thi<:., more or le. <-, ,, a, the pattern for all future 
relation. hips between the two kingdom,;; and peoples. The . ame in 
rare. language, and religion, their different hi,toric experience<; and 
jealousies ne,·ertheles~ kept them apart. One is reminded of the 
bitter antagonism and the ince: ant ho..;tility which exi. ted for cen
turie. between the 'cot. and the Engli..,h. Cnfortunately for Judah 
and I. racl, their hostility wa not ultimately re,olved in a peaceful 
l.7nited Kin~dom. 

All attempts at forcible reunification under Rehoboam ·s succe~
sors failed. "There was war bet¼cen A."a . the third king of Judah] 
and Baa~ha, the third king of l,rael, all their da) . " ( 1 K ings 
15: I 6 ) . A brief period of amity and alliance took place under 
Jcho. ophat, son of Asa, who ruled o, ·er Judah c. 873- 849. H e -. .. ·as 
a contemporary of Omri, Ahab, and J ehoram, kings of I rael, and 
hi. on Jchoram married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab. J eho~ha
phat joined forces with Ahab again~t ~Ie,ha. king of ~toab ( 2 Kin.~-. 
3: 4-27). But with the revolution of Jt·hu and the fall of the Ahab 
d~ na~ty in the North, nnd the re, olution inspired by J ohoiada in the 
South, the period of cooperation and alliance hetween I racl and 
Judah came to nn end. Fighting rc!'\umcd. :\maziah, king of Judah 
1 c. 800 783 e .c. ), after hi" , ic tory on:r the Edomitcs, challeng('d 
King J choa.,h of brad to do battk and ~uff crc<l a disa,trous defeat. 
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The two 1-ing<lom~ dicl not hl•:-1tatc to make military alliances with 

foreign nation-.. again,t each other. Baasha ( c. 900 977 B.C.E. ) 
made league "ith Ben-Hadad of Syria against Judah and built 
Ramah, a strategic point on the southern frontiers of Israel, in 
order to control the moYcmcnt of trade or troop<; "that he might 
permit no one to go out or come in to Asa, king of Judah." Where
upon Asa persuaded Ben-Hadad with treasures from the Temple 
and from his own palace to abandon his coalition with Baasha. He 
then proceeded to di. mantle Ramah and to build his own fortre ' 
at Gilead, north of eru alem ( 1 Kings 15 ) . 

Later, when hrael again joined with yria to wage war on Judah, 
King Ahaz of Judah sought the aid and as_c;i. tance of Tiglath-Pile er 
of Assyria ( 733 a.c.E. ) . Both I. rael and Judah had been caught 
between the upper mill tone of the Mesopotamian Empire in the 
north and the lower millstone of the Egyptian Empire in the south. 
At times they ought to maintain a po~ition of neutrality in the 
mid t of the rivalries of these great empires, but with little succe .. 
Their own rivalrie. prompted them to ~eek the friend. hip or alliance 
of one or another of the.c powers, Judah, as a rule favoring A syria, 
and I rael, Egypt. 

It was not long thcreaf ter that A&~yria destroyed the Kingdom 
of I~rael and drove many of its people into exile. But the enmity 
between the North and South per~isted long after both kingdoms 
were de troyed. As late as the fifth century, the returned exiles from 
Babylon, who attempted to rebuild the wall. of Jeru alem under the 
leadership of ehemiah, encountered the bitter interference of 

anbalat, an hraelite from the North, a resident of Beth-horon in 
Samaria who had been appointed governor of Samaria by the Per
jan king ( eh. 2: 19 20). The returned exiles had earlier, under 
Zerubbabel, rejected the offer of the leaders of Samaria to a. sist in 
the rebuilding of their Temple in Jeru. alcm: "Let us build with 
you; for we worship your God a.· }OU do; . . . " The reply wa. : 
"You have nothing to do with us in building a hou e to our God"' 
( Ezra 4 : 1- 3 ) . 

The following centuries aw a further widening of the gap. Th<· 
Samaritans proudly proclaimed themselves to be the true Bne Israel 
and to have had Jo~eph a their ancestor.H They stoutly rejected the 

6 Sec Gen. Rabba 9-1: 7. To thi~ day the Samaritan~ call thcmsc-h-cs Bm 
Joseph. 
Judean contention that they ¼ere dc!-iccndcd from the foreign colo
nists whom the A yrian. had , ettlcd in lsrael at the time of the 
conquest and the deportation under Sargon. Thq spurned the name 
"cutheans" \<\hich the rabbi~ applied to them. They \\ere indignant 
at the charge that their religion was not pure YahYism. They built 
their own temple on 11ount Gerizim \\hich they regarded a. the 
. acred mount and clung to their own Pentateuch which difTered 
i11 a few minor respect. from the Judean Pentateuch. They revered 
1Ioses with extreme veneration, and looked to him as their future 
~1e siah. The :\Ics,iah would be a d~ cendant of Joseph, not a-. the 
Judeans maintained, a de cendant of David. They held fa t to the 
letter of the law in the Pentateuch and rejected the interpretations 
and modifications which the Phari. ees introduced. They came to he 
regarded as ~chismatic and were finally excommunicated ( c. 300 
B.C.E.). 

In some of the 'ectarian and pseudcpigraphic writings of the 
early pre-Chri tian centuries one discoYers a . ustained bias against 
Judah, a bitter criticism of King David, and an in. istcncc that the 
Me.:-!-iah will not come from J udah.7 

P • I, •·.mnkit Do um nt IV 1, V," ". 
J • • .1t "c ~t c (it ah , th p opk-.., or "ith t , o 

g1oup of kindt l'd tril)('s \\h!l. \\IHI } ,II n 1emoll· 111cmorics of ,t 
conunon .u1e·c tn .111d uadk ft< ,n ,ric:-111 in l l .11r.rn and 

lt r a le \" 1 l tel) thr1~. \ l,(t •• ti "t 
distinct in thei r b1-.totit u,pu1UtlL. L n,1:, IKL11 suggc tc<l by Pro
fe or oth and others that the Hebrew tribes re~emblcd more or 
le. the earl-:. Dclian or Delphic amphict}onies of Greece, \.\ hich 
'" CIT league 1 , 1 re-. ,, ho "ha t~cl in . l 1d 
a sumcd the protc tt 1 f hi, t 1 I· , < ,t 1p. l l 
t~onic l1Jmp1 i,cd t,Hhc t ribts (or ~1x , l, ing its rnon l h r 
bimonthl} turn of sen ice at the shrine of the <lcit). But \\ hilc re 
semblance between the loo:e confederation of the Hebrew tribes 
with Greek amphictyonie may be adduced, there are some dissimi
larities, and there are insufficient biblical data fully to accredit this 
in tere ting thesi . 

It is extremely difficult to reconstruct the early hi tory of the 
Hebrew tribes. There is not enough dependable material available, 
either in literary documents or in archaeological record ·. It is quite 
hazardous to deduce tribal history in evel) im.tance from the folk 
talcs about the Patriarchs and their familie, which are found in the 
Book of Gene is. Attempts may nevertheless be made on the basi-. of 
what i available toward some tentative ~olutions, bearing in minu 
always that much remains conjectural. 

The ance. tral tradition of the Kingdom of J ud,th traced itself 
back to Abraham, that of the Kingdom of I 1.,rael to Jacob. Both 
came from Harran, Abraham fir~t, J ,uob later. Abraham·s migra
tion in Canaan were principall:-, in the South, in the territory that 
'" as later to belong to the Kingdom of Judah Hebron, Beer--.hcba. 
Abraham pa sed through Shechem and Bethel. but he "journe)t'd 
on, still going toward the Negrb'' Gen. 12: 6 ) . He Yisitcd E~) pt 
and he returned to the • e~eb ( Gen. 13 : 1 ) . He also d \\ cit for a 
time bet,, een ' hur and K.adcsh, and in Gerar Gen. 20: 1 )-all in 
the region near the border of Egypt. He "a, buried in Hebron. 

The Abraham tribe after a time split up into two. I,;.;hmael 
( Arab. J mo\'ed into Arabia, I ,aac ( J ,aac-el ) continued to li\'e in 
the . outhern part of Pale tine, in the Negeb. 1 ts central hrine wru 
at Bcer-sheba. The I aac tribe was later al-.o di\'ided into two-
Esau (Edom ) and Jacob (Jacob-el . Tribe-. ,, ould, on occa ·ion, 
di\'ide them ehe. peaccf ully for economic reasons-not enough 
wells or pa ture land. ometimc member:::, of one tribe would in
filtrate the territory of another. At other time · bitter intratribal 
feuds would lead to \'iolent rupture and parting. 

In the ca e of the Jacob and E au tribe. , two accounts are gi, en 
in Gene.,is. One tates: "Then Esau took hi-; ,, i\(!S, his om, his 
daughters, and all the member. of hi~ hou,ehold, he cattle, all his 
beasts, and all hi property which he had acquired in the land of 
Canaan; and he \.,ent into a land a,\a) from hie:; brother Jacob. 
For their po essions were too great for them to dwell together; the 
land of their sojournings could not upport them because of their 
cattle. So E au dwelt in the hill countr, of Scir; E au is Edom" 
(Gen. 36:6- 8). 

In thi account it is E~au (Edom ) "ho mO\. C!') away from J acoh 
( I rael ) becau c the land could not upport them both. In the sec
ond account, the eparation \\ as le~<.; peacdul. H o~tility developed 
between the tribes of E au and J acob and the Jacob tribe wa-.. 
forced to move a\\ ay from the ·outh. It mo\'ed hark to the original 
home in Harran (Gen. 28: 10 ) . Later it returned to Canaan, but 
not to the ·egcb. This second account is reflected in the !:)tory of 
the struggle between Jacob and Esau for the birthright, i.e. for 
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the right to po~,cs.-. Canaan. The hrothers arc finally reconciled 
and peacef ull) part from one another. As we shall see later, it 
was Judah that °" as con..,tantly at war with Edom, not lsrael.H 

11 cc pp. 000 ff. 

The Isaac tribe which rcmc1incd in the outh, together with other 
clans of the Abraham tribe such a. the Bne Ketura, who were 
closely related to it ( Gene:-.i:-. 25 ) , later constituted the tribe of 
Judah, a tribe of considerable admixture. 1 n later times, the 
Kingdom of Judah was som times referred to by the name of 
Isaac ( Amos 7: 9). "The hi~h place. of Isaac [ Kingdom of Judah] 
shall be made de:--olate, ... " ~ It i. also referred to by the name of 

0 Amos is the only prophet who u,es the term Isaac in spt'aking of Judah. 
He does not use it as a S) non) m for Israel, as a hasty rt'ading of the text 
might sug~est. Amos is prophcs) ing doom in the namt' of YHVH upon tht· 
entire people, Judah as wt·ll a-, l srat·I, bt.>caus<> of their sins. "Brhold, I am 
setting a plumb line in tht midst of my pcople Israd:' When rC' fcrring to 
Israel alone, Amos uses the tt rm Israel, the Childrcn of Israel. the House 
of [srat•l, Jacob, J ost'ph or the House of J oseph. but nc, l'r the "people of 
Israel" ( cf. 2: 6 : 3: 1 ; 3: 1 2; 3: 14; 4: 5; 5: 4: 9: 7). The high places and 
tht' sanctuaries of both tht· i\orth and the South will bt· dC'stroyed, and YHVH 
will also rise aKainst tht· house of Jeroboam with thl' sword. Amos, though 
himst'Jf of thl' South, ha, in~ bt'Ln born in Tekoa, nt:\'l'r showed fa\'oritism 
when it came to pronouncinl!" the judgment of YHVH. He had warned Judah 
too that for its transgrt·s,ion YHVH would "send a firt' upon Judah, and it 
shall de\'our the stronl(holds of Jerusah-m ·• ( Amos 2: -t- 5 ) . But Amaziah, the 
hi~h priest of Bt·thd, dl'liba;.wly ch,1r11;1·d Amos with sin,1dir11i: out Israel alo11c 
in his prophecy of doom. ''Jtrohoam ~hall die b,· th, · sworn. and hrat>I mu t 
go into exile away from his land" ( Amos 7: 11 ) , and hr told him to 
p;o back to Judah where h,· came from "and cat bread thae. and prophe y 
there." Amos retort that h,· is not a prof,·ssional proph1·t who is attached to 
this or that sanctuary in hrad or Judah. but that YHVH took him from 
following the flock and ~aid to him : "Co propht>sy to my people I srael'' (Amos 
7: 15), the whole of I. ral:'l, not Judah alorw, nor lsrat·I alorw. 
Abraham (Micah i:20 ) ''You '\<\ill show faithfulne:-.. to Jacob 
[Kingdom of L rael], lm·ing kindne~ to Abraham" L Kingdom of 
Judah]. 

Jacob's migration, ,, ere principally in the north, in what came 
to be the Kingdom of Israel. 1t was from Harran that he returned 
to Canaan by wa) of the ca~t, Gilead, Sucroth, Shechem. \Vhik 
in Harran he married Ra< he]. the woman whom he preferred 
above Leah. Rachel borr him the two son, Jo:--eph and Benjamin 
( the latter born in Canaan, Gen. 25: 16-20. i.e. allied it'ielf to 
I. racl later ). oon after the birth of J oseph, Jacob asked of Labcm 
permission to return "tom) m\.n home and country'' Gen. 30: 25 ). 
Upon effecting a reconciliation with hi:-. brother J::--au Edom ' . in 
Gilead, ,vhich made hi-, return po~sible, he journc~ ed to fertile 
Succoth, cast of the J nrd,m nc-ar the Rin·r J abbok, and d"' dt 
there for a time, and then to ~hechem ( Grn. 33: 17-20 ) .. \t 
Shechem two of hi" :-.<ms (tribes ' , Simeon and Lc,·i, becau!-.e of 
a wrong done to a sister clan ! ? ) Dinah, daughter of Jacob, 
betrayed the city which "' as inhahitrcl hy H ivite:-., and hy mean, 
of a . trategem, killed its male population and plundered it. It ·was 
from the vicinity of Shechem,an ording to the biblical account, 
that the son. of Jacob, Jed by J o,eph, de:-.cended into Egypt. 

The larger of the two group:-. of Hebrew tribes (Judah and I. ra ·l ) 
was the I. racl group, the nucleus of whirh were the tribe, of 
Jo. eph, Ephraim, ~1anasseh, and Benjamin. 10 Thq constituted the 

10 The tribe of Bt·njamin ~eems to have had an indt'prndt'nt tradition apart 
from the twelve tribt·s. Benjamin alonl' of all tht" children of J acob was born 
in Palestine. not in Harran. This might ugg<'St that th<' trihc of Benjamin 
was in Palc-stine prior to the mi~ration of the J arob tribt's from northern 
M(•sopotamia. Prest'nt-da) scholar hip ha~ rnnnccted the ti ibe of Bc-njamin 
with the Bne Yamina mt·ntiont d in tht• ro,al nn-hi, t ~ 1·xc ,l\ a t(·d at \.f iri 
This \\arm r trih< nft1 r t d1 f, at ,lt the hand~ of th, ~ 1 , < f \ 1 1ri (II\ 
ti I f Ii ! f th p f • l I 'd I . h p I 

e • I h Th th of B, 111,11111n !I. I / J 
'""'• LXXV, pp. t<l4 '..!01. 
< on· of those \\ ho ldt Cg, pt.11 .111d 

11 Ps. ltn 8( l v. 1 , , 011 1 r< I , " fi« Is 

c 11 , • 1s tnor. rt, c. , 1 u tu, t 

speaks of onh four t111, ~ Jo, 1,,, 1-.ptu ,1111, . l.111<1 ~ 11. a11<l 11l 111,1111111 .1, 

the , ·ine which YHVH brought out of E1.?,pt (v. 8). ·'Giw ear, 0 hcpht•rd 
of Israel. thou who leadt·st Jo~t>ph like a flo( J.. ! Thou \\ ho art enthroned upon 
the rht'1 ubim. sh im forth ht·fon Er,h1 ,aim ,rnd B, njamiu and Manasseh! Stir up 
th) 11 j tr ht I d t"Olll ' , t ' '\ J '.?. \ 
northern P,tlc,tinc ,rnd ,t1< ng tht n rthu 1 (<. t l p n tl cir rdt 
from [~,pt. the, joined up ,,i1h frllo\\ lltb11\\s in ~Ill htnt ,Ill 

central Pak,tine "' ho had been there right along and had nn 1.·1 

gone dmvn to Egypt. The Israeli tr~ "ho left Egypt are kno'\\ n ,..._ 
the "Bne hraer· or imply "I -rael" or the "Bnc Jo:eph'' or "Bet 
Jo eph.'' t:i 

u Josh. 17: 17 ; Judg. l: 22-23, 35. 

Until the unification of the country under Da\'id, the. e Bne I. rad, 
as well a.- the kinsmen whom they found in Canaan, are occa1:.ion
ally referred to a "'lvrim," Hebrew~. This wa. the common nam,~ 
of all the tribe. that had come to Canaan during both migration-.. 
Saul mustered the tribes to battle agaimt the Philistine1:. \\ith the 
blowing of the trumpet and the CT): "Let the H ebrew-, hear·· 
( 1 am. 13 : 3). Thi-. term was a]c.;o applied to the Patriarc.h . I n 
Egypt the tribe are called Hebrews and their God, the God of the 
Hebre,\.S ( Exod. 7: 16 ). After the conque,t and the unificcttion of 
the cmmtr) under the monarch), the term gracluall) di:-.appears. 

In the Tdl el-Amarna letters one finds n:frrences to 'Hapi, u 
( 'Apiru ) tribe. men who '"ere hara,-.ing the frontier.._ of P,1k,tinc, 
"hich "' as thrn part of the Em ptian rmpi1 e, and "ho, on ore ,1, ion, 
served as mercenary troop for unc or another local prince or grn
eral. ::\Iention of the 'Hapiru is al,o found in . .\kkadian, Hittite, and 
L' garitic sources. Their pre.,cnc e ~eem, to ha ,·e been felt in mam 
localitie. throughout the ;\Car East in the :-.ecc 1nd millennium n.c.1:. 
They were evidently a numerous group of people,, not nece ,aril) 
of one ethnic composition, "ho were dri, en ,ouch and :-.outh"' c,t 
from their original home-, in the Fertile Cre..;cent by invader ... from 
the north in the eighteenth centu~ a.c.F.., an im a,ion that " as 
probabl) part of a general mo,·emcnt of nation, ,, hich carried the 
Inda-Iranian, into India and Iran. 

Pale tine in the age of the Patrian hs ,, ,h an open territor) when
various people:- in ,earch of new home-, ,cttled or ,, here they roamed 
as . eminomadic groups. Added to the numh<'r of aborigin;;l 'cmitir 
people. , non-, emitic group" al:-.o had mmed into Pale1;tine, '-uch a, 
the Hittites whose original home "a, beyond the Tauru:-. ~Iountain:
in A ia ~finor, and the Hurrian-, H orit<:-.., Hi,·ite" from south of 
the Cauca us. 

The term "'Hapiru," like the tenn "Hebn·" :· ma, mean "one 
who cro e a boundary''-one ¼ho ha, left home, hen ~ a foreigner, 
an immigrant, po :--ibl~ al:-.o an "im ada." The • H apiru \•\'ere n(lt, 
strictly speaking, nomad, but proplc ,, ho an eptcd emplo~ mcnt 
wherever the) could find it, "hethcr a.-. la horn,. ,oldier:-, or serT
ant, and '"ho rerch ed pa~mt nt for tht'ir :-.en iu~..,_ 1 • The .'emiti< 

11 St.>t· M ary P . Grav. "Thl' H,1p1ru-Ht brnv Pre blur1,'' 111 hn·w l: nion Col
ll'I(<' Annual, XXI\', 19j8. 

Hyk. os, who conquered E.(0 pt in the eighteenth < entur~. probahl) 
belonged to this :-.ame stream of pt oplc", ,, ho \HTC cJri, en :--outh
"' ard when the Hittite I:mpirc of the north ,, ,t:- m erthro" n ll\ 
lndo-Europcan people, "ho im·aded their territoric-, in the middl;· 
of the eighteenth ren tur~ .. .\mi :-.o did the am e:-.tor, of the Hebrew,. 
the Patriarch,, ,, ho migrated frnm ~k,opotami,t at about tht !),UlH' 

time. 

◄ 
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\Vhen in later time-. an J..,raeJitc would bring his first fruit!-, as an 

offering, he \\ ould pre~rnt his ba!-,ket to the priest who placed it 
before thr altar of YHVH. Then he would say: "A wandering 
Aramcan wa!'I my father; 11 and he went down to Egypt and so
journed there, few in number; and there he became a nation great, 
mighty, and populous .... and YHVH brought us out of Egypt 
. . . and he brought us into this place, and gave u this land . . . " 
(Deut. 26: l 11 ). 

14 ,:nt i:::iK ,~,K perhaps , "an Aramean from b<'yond," i.e. not a 
native. Cf. C?,Y~ c:::,,n,:::iK i:::iw, -,:,l:, ,::iy:::i (Josh. 24: 2). "Your fathC'rs lived of 
old be, ond the Euphrates." Ibn E.i:ra and Samuel b. Meir maintain that "my 
father" rcfrrs to J arnb. 

The term "Hebrew'' is appellative, not gentilic, ju. t like the name 
Amorite-A murru in cuneiform text., meaning "we ·tcrncrs," and 
referred in a general way to a group of people · of northwestern Meso
potamia and northern yria. The people. whom the Hebrew .. 
invaded would quite naturally call them "foreigners." They them
, elves would not de. ignate themseh·e. a. ''foreigner ·• or invaders 
except when on occasion the} wished to contrast them. elves to the 
native population, as did Saul when he man;haled all the Hebrews 
again 't the Phifo,tines. It is likely that the Hebrew tribes who settled 
in central and northern Palestine called them. elvc., at first, Bnc 
Jacob ( :Jj?Y' 'J:J ) . Later, the tribe which left Egypt adopted the 
additional name of Bne Israel ( ,Kirt" ,c:i ) or Israel ( '-i~,~' ) , 
a name sugge.ting courage and victory like "Jeshurun" ( nii-z,, ) 
which i .. ometimc. used for I racl (Deut. 32: 15.rn 

1 -• This ma) also be the meaning of the title of the book ,ii,:, ,co . th<' Book 
of Yashar, the lost antholog} of poem which is mentioned in Joh. 10: 13 and 
2 Sam. I : 18. l t was probably a collection of hl·roic ballads and songs whose 
themes W<'T<' the battlcdays of th<' wilderness. the conquest, and the earlv mon
archy and its title• sul(gC'sts struggle and victory. The Book of the Wars of 
YHVH ( um. 21: 14) may ha,e been a companion ,olume to the Book of 
Yashar, or anotht·r name for it. 

It ic;; of interc. t to note that in the account of the battle at Eben
ezer bctv1·een the Philistines and the hraeliteo;;, the Phili tine refer 
to the I. raelites a "Hebre,,. '': "Take courage, ... lest you be
come . la,·es to the Hebrews a. the) hm e been to you;., while the 
Benjamitc, \\.ho fled from the . cene of battle after the defeat of the 
Israelites, in reporting the military di,a:-ter to Eli at Shiloh, u,ed 
the term: "/ sracl has fled before the Phili-.tines, and there has also 
be<'n a great ,laughter amon~ the people" ( 1 Sam. 4: 9 1 i). 

Tradition is also aware of the change of name from Jacob to 
J,·racl and two explanation are giH·n. In Gen. 35 :9 15, God 
changed the name as a "ign that Jacoh, now returnin~ to Canaan, 
,,mild prosper and a compan} of nation· \\ould come from him: 
"='Jo hnger. hall your name be called J acoh, but I,racl <;hall be your 
name.'· Earlier ( ,en. 32: 25-33) , the < hange of name reults from 
Jacob's wrestling during the night at the ford of the J abhok with a 
namelcs" presence who apparently tried to prevent him from cro. s
ing over into Canaan, and who vvould not let him go until he had 
blc-,,..ed him. \\'hereupon Jacob, ha,·ing gained the upper hand, was 
told : "Your name shall no more be called Jacob, hut Israel." Im
plied in this legend arc memories of the earl) struggles of the tribes 
of Jacob to conquer Canaan. In either a-,c, the name ''Israel'' wa. 
adopted by the people at the time of their entrance into Canaan. 

A change of name designated a change of . tatus. an elevation. A 
name was regarded as an integral part of a man, part of his hio;;tory. 
Prof e. sor Yahuda ob en·e:: "The . ignificance attributed to names, 
and the magic power ascribed even to the sound of names, ha,T 
been ob,erved amon~ many other people· c,pecially of the Ea,t, 
TH'\ 1 thl 1 , me; 110 nt l , 1 o..;m < f 
" l d lll l so d t 1 , r i , • 1 1 e 
otlH·r kno\\11 ,111ciLnt did ,1' ona11t n,11nt-
1nte1p1et.1 <t 1,ih • uch profound influ-

m th( t , 1 1 m I t t I t 

late-,t time,.' t, 
ii; A. S. Yahuda, The La11guage of the; Pentatt uch m Its Relation to 

Egyptian, 192 '.1, p. 213. 
\\'hen God made a cm·cnnnt with \hram and promi ed him that 

} < ·" 1 Id he the father of ,l '1 1ltitu 1.1ti< t, He lu I.ired· "~o 
Jon e, ,kill ~CHJI' 11,11 \br,rn. I , ur nar l' • l \ 1 
ham'' Gen. l 7. 1 5 . 1mila1 I~ (.oJ' , pi nmi-;c t --;, , th,un 
\\ifc, that ~he \\Otdd become a mother of nation-., '"as S)mbolized 
by changing her name from Sarai to .'arah (Gen. 67: 15 16 ) . But 
unlike the names of Abram and 'arai, which were abandoned once 
the new, "enriched" name was announced, the name Jacob contin
ued in u. e right along and wa neYer dropped. It i~ likely that the 
orip,inal ancestral name Jacob remained "ith the tribe. who never 
left Canaan for Egypt, while the tribe-, which did go down to Egypt 
and later, under Mo e. and Joshua, returned to carve out for them
. elves permanent homes in Canaan, adopted the new or additional 
name of Israel.17 

17 Tht· rabbis rl'tained thr tradition that the p1·opl1• were not l'all<'d "th1 
c·hildrC'n of I sra<'l" until the Exodus and inai (Hui. 101h). 

The name I. rael i. first mentioned in a nonhiblical ,ource on tht' 
Agyptian -.trlc commemorating the , ictor~ of ~kneptah o, er tht 
Libvan-. c. 1230 B.C.E., not long aftc1 the im a,ion of Palc,tinc b) 
the Hchrc\, tribe-. under Joshua. ''l,racl i, de,olated, her ,ccd i-. not" 
(i.e. laid v.a..,te ) . Unlike the conquered Pale,tinian <it) state-.; \\hich 
arc mentioned in the ..,tele b) their plat c name,, .\,c,llon, Gezc1, 
Y cnoam, hrael i, '" rittcn here a, the n,m1e of a people and not of 
a countr~, a people \\ horn the armic, of El!~ pt ~llrcad) found in 
Pak,tine. 1 ' 

1 1< Sn· Adolf E1 man. The L iterature o1 / ht . f ,irit nt Eg) pt i,rn, p. 2 78. S, 1 
also IL H Ro-..,,Ji-y. fr om Joseph to joJhua, p. 30. 

The ,maller of the two group. of tribt·s ,, a" the Judah ~rou p. It 
included ."imeon, pcrhap-, al-.o rcmn,tnh of the tribe of Le\'i. Jt, 
home \\a in the south. It \,as knovrn a· the Bne Judah. Bet Judah, 
or ,imply Judah. It · histor) for a long time -,eem,; to ha\'e been quite 
apart from that of the northern group of tribe .... According to Gene
:..i, 38, Judah left hi. brothers after the ,,,le of Jo:-eph to the 1Iidian
ite", and ettlcd with a certain man from Adullam "ho-.c name " a, 
Hirah. There he married a Canaanite \\ Oman v~hose name '" a" 
Shua and had three ~on,, Er, Onan, and .'helah. Thi may uggc,t 
that the tribe of Judah \\ a.., at fir:-t ..,..,p,tr,1ted from the other tribe,, 
and was closely a. sociated with the indigenou, tribe.., outh of Palc..,
tine. This eems to be true al,o of the tribe of Simeon "hich "a, 
fused \\ ith Judah. One of its clan :-on,) , • haul, i recorded in 
Gen. 46: 10 a. having been descended from a Canaanite \\ oman. 
The ong of Deborah make~ no mention of the trib of Judah nor 
of Simeon or Levi. Except for the mention of Judah and ' imeon 
and their conquest of the Negeb in the fir,t (hapter of Judge · a 
late addition- Judah doe-. not figure at all in the annals of <.onque-.t 
and . ettlcment recorded in this book. It ,, a.., not until the time of 
Saul that the tribe of udah appears and join.;:, rather halfheart
edly, the rc~t of the tribes in a union under one king. It comes into 
a dominant position within the union of the tribes after a long strug
gle follo\, in~ the death of aul, ,, hen D.n id of Judah fin all) 
become<; the king of I,racl. 

In the Ble ~ing of ~Io--e,, an ancil'nt potm, Judah is still not part 
of the rc-,t of the people. \\'c find in it the pra~cr: "Hear, O Lord, 
the \ oice of Judah and bring him b.Hk to hi ' people'' (Deut. 
3:l: 7) . rn 

1
' ' Thi · prayer may date from tht· tim • of ·.1ul, ,, hen th1• rcr.enth t stabli~lwd 

Kin~dom was t'al(('rly hopin~ for tht· adh1· ion of tlw tribe of J ud.1h to the 
union of tht~ tribe. , but whit h many J udcans wen n·~istiug. 
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It ma~ , .. cl1 be that the Judah group nc\'cr -;hared in the Egy p

tian experience and in the Exodus under :Moses. It is of intcre t to 

note that the prophet Amos, Ho~ca, and :Micah always admonish 
Israel to recall the experience of their ancestors when they left Egypt 
- never Judah. The Exodw,, the forty years' wandering in the 
wilderne ~ ( Amo. 2: 10), the selection of the people by YHVH 
( Amos 3: 2), 11ose.", Aaron, Miriam, and the Balaam-Balak episode 
( Micah 6: 4- 5 ) arc all recalled as wel1 known events and figures in 
the early hi tor) of Israel, not of Judah. ( Sec also Hosea 11 : 1 3, 
} 2: 9) ,!!O 

20 In Psalm 78, which i very reminiscl'nl of thl' Song of Mo cs in Deutl'r
onomy 32. and is c-h•;_nlv th(' wo1 k of :t pn•-C'xilic J udean poet who t·xtoll:, 
the dynasty of Da\'id and explains wh), YHVH "n·jec-ted the tent of Jos<.'ph . 
[and] he did not chaos,· the tribt· of Ephraim, but hr chose the tribe of Judah, 
Mount Zion, which he lows'' (\\·, 67-68 ) . the- en tin· saica of the Exodus 
and the exp1·til'nn·s in th e wildcrn1·~ are :issociatrd rxdusivdy with th1· 
Bne Ephraim(,. 9 ). 

It wa-; the Jo..,eph group of tribes, the Bne Israel, that Moses led 
out of Egypt. It was with them that the CO\·enant with YHVH wa-. 
made at Sinai. 1t i:-; with them that the Ark of the Covenant re. ted 
- and in their territor~ after they entered Canaan. Jo ·hua, Mose'i· 
. uccc sor, wa, him'ielf of the tribe of Ephraim. Ehud, the son of 
Cera- actually the fir,;.t of the Judges- who defeated the Moabites, 
was of the tribe of Benjamin (Judg. 4: 5 ) . Gideon, the \'ictor over 
the Midianites, was of the tribe of ~lanasseh, and his allies were 
tribe of the X orth. Samuel wa-; of the tribe of Ephraim. aul "'a, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. Both the politico-religious center, or ai
. ome would !',uggest. the amphictyonir renter, of the I Taeli tribes, 

hechem, and the central sanctuary, Shiloh, where the Ark wa'i 
lodged, were in the territory of the Jo..,eph group. Jo cph him,clf 
was buried in Shechem and Joshua in the hill country of Ephraim. 
The Judah group play" a vCr) -.mall role in the earl) history of the 
people and of the conquest until the time of King Da\'id. 

\\'hen the con-.olidation under the monarch) took place, it becaml' 
advi able to harmonize the past historie.., of all the tribes, to gin· 
them a common past, to make them all part of the ancient Co\'cnant 
at inai. The Ark, "'hich had been in the tcrritorv of the Bne Israd 

I 

in Shiloh, was now tran,ferred b~ Da, id to Jerusalem, which, 
according to 2 Sam. 5: 6 9, he onqucrc<l and made the capital of 
a united kingdom. 

6 

The Conflicting Traditions of 

Israel and Judah 

It is noteworthy that the Ju dean historical and prophetic source-:, 
while recog-nizing, of course, the place of ~1<l"CS and the Exoclu, 

in th i. n.1t" , ,, l 11 • !t,i!ln ,t•t I f le,, th.Ill •t c ·c ti •• 

' t I I\ l" \ l ll' I • I I I 

dus. There i-. lw1< .. ll) "n: u·fe1t>tll( 

in D eute1 nnonn. tL< < 01 c,, qf \'111< h , 
had " , t1I ,\l hr, h 1 1, 

tlH' land ol L,m, , ti I t IH II l. 

book begin.., and ends \\ 1th ~1o,es. 

, I \L l' ,nl he 
u, rn .md tlw P.ttr i.11< h, 

c,·pt th.it YI I\ H 
nd J. ,h ·• to giH 

-~ : 12, 2, 1. I ht· 

The Book of Jo, hua contains one sing-le reference to the Patri
arch", \\ herca, ~f <N'" i, frcqucnth mentioned. 

'J he Book uf .J 11 I t I ncJ\\ s 1\1 , .111d 1 1ll odu.., hut not .\hr .1-

h.1m. S,tnlllcl knm,, \!n ;c-. and \:11011 hut .1g,11n not the Pati i,u h, . 
. \mo" and Ho!-Ca m·, er refer to the pniod pn·< cding the E'\.odu,, 

but abundant!) to the Exodu . In criticiLing Judah, Amo" makes no 
mention of YHVH a. having redeemed them from Egypt, but in 
the case of Israel, the burden of hi ~trictures is that they have proved 
ingrates and have forgotten all that YHVH did for them in redeem
ing them from Egypt ( Amos 2 : 10 f. ) . 

It is with the later prophets of Judah that the pre-~1o. aic period 
comes into fuller view. I aiah speaks of YHVH who redeemed 
Abraham ( I<;a. 29: 22 ) . Jeremiah peaks of "the two families [Judah 
and Israel]" whom YHVH had cho. en, '"horn the people no longer 
con idered a nation ( since both had been exiled ) , and declare,: 
"Thus savs the Lord: If I have not C',tahli,hcd m\ co,·enant with 

' ' 

day and night and the ordinances of hcaH' n and rarth, then I \\ ill 
reject the descendant.... of Jacob l,rael1 and Da,·id my ..,erYanl 
[Judah] and " ill not choo!',e one of hi.., d.e,crndant. to rule o, er the 
seed of Abraham, Isaac. and J acob'' ]er. 33:2-1-16 ) . 

The ,piritual leaders of the people nm, '-pt·ak again of a united 
people Israel- embracing both l,r,tcl and Judah, as in thr day" 
of the united Kin~dom. ,.., hich the) hope ,, ill "oon he restored. The~ 
. tress the common raci,tl origin, tra( ing- it b,tck to Abraham. Thi, 
is especially true of Deutcro-Isaiah. "Look to . .\br.tham ) our father 
and to Sarah who bore ) ou .. ( I a. 51 : :! . he call.., to the people "ho 
arc yearning for deli, erance. "But you, J ,racl. m~ "cn·ant, Jacob. 
whom I have cho en, the off..,pring of .\hraham, m~ friend, ... 
fear not, for I am \\ ith you . . .'' I ,a. 4-1 : 8-10 ) . 

This difference in emphasis in the role of ~lo,es and the Patri
archs reflects not onl~ the earl) and di, lT~cnt experiences of the t\\ o 
groups of tribe,, as \\ e ha,·e pointed out, hut also the \harp diITer
ences ,.,,·hich re\'iYcd and per..,~tcd among them after the breakup 
of the united Kin~dom. 

The re,·olution and the etting up of a nc,, stale in Northnn 
I rad, made imperati, e the ..:ctting up of a new national center of 
YHVH ,-. or!',hip in the ~orth. The people had, throu~h the cen
turie of the conquest and the united Kin,gdom. come to look upon 
the place\\ here the Ark of the Co\'enant lod~<'d as the central shrine 
of YHVH, the place of national pil,grimagc ,md of the oracJc of 
YHVH \-\here He could be con ultcd and Hi.., \\ill a!'-ccrtainc<l. The 
Ark, which had been mo\'ed from place to place c, er since th(: 
~n\'ru.ion of Canaan, had finally found it-. permanent re tin~ place 
m the re~plendent Temple \\ hich King Solomon had built in Jeru
salem. A long a the people turned their r~r, to thi-.; Temple, in th • 
capital of a ri,·al kingdom, there "',1-; the danger, "hir h the leader 
of the re\'olution, Jeroboam, was qui< k to c;rn..,p, that they might 
"turn back to the hou~e of Da, id" I King-.; I:!: 26 f. ) . It became 
urgent to build a new sanctuaq to replctte the Temple in Jerusalem 
in the eyes of the people. 

cedlc.s to . a~. it \\as lo be d Temple dcdic,ttc<l to YH\'H. 
Jeroboam did nut found a ne"' rcli~ion 01 c,tabli,h a new < ult. Tht' 
spi~~tual guide_ of_ hi-.; rc,olution \\ ,L-, the lo~al Yah, ist prophet 
Ah1Jah, the h1lomtc. It,, a., of cour-.1.:, nc,cr intended that YHVH 
should be wor,hiped only in one ~hrinc in Pale,tine. E, er ,im.c the 

Ill 
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people entered Canaan, YHVH had been worshiped and ½as bcin~ 
wor .... hipcd hoth in the north and in the south in many place . . There 
·were many "high plarc<' 1 /1amol ) VI hich \•,ere especially fa\'orcd 
for YHVH won,hip. Some were held in higher e,tecm than others. 
Thus, the sanctuary of Gibron, !orated :,,ix miles northwest of Jeni-
. alem, where there was a "great stone" ( 2 Sam. 20: 8), is referred 
to a " the great high place" r Ila-Ramah H a-Gcdolnh). It i here 
that olomon rccei\'cd YHVH's re\'elation in a dream ( 1 King:-
3 :4-15). 

The exdusi\'c centralization of the YHVH cult and the bringing· 
of sacrifice. to one national sanctuary was not attempted in Judah 
until the day · of Hezekiah ( r. 715-687) and Josiah ( c. 640-609 ). 
Such an attempt was nrn."r made in Northern I rac1, and even the 
prophets who prophesied there- Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea 
never called for it. 1 E\'en after Jeroboam had established hi,; rival 

1 It is of intert'st hen• to nott· that the Judt>ans who w<·re exilt·d to Babylon 
aftl'r the reformation of Jmiah did not proccrd to build for themselves a 
ti-mple in cxilt•, but th1· J rwi~h g...rrison communi ty whid1 was rstabli hcd in 
Elephantinl' in Ein-pt. ri tht-r prior to the time of Jo iah or in i~norance of 
his reformation, did build for tht msdves a kmple wht·re sacrifices W<'n· 
offen·d. 
sanctuaries in Bethel and Dan, other Northern shrines continued to 
function at Gilgal, Beer- heba and el,ewhere.:! 

2 Bcer-sh<'ba, l'\<'n though it was situatt·d in the ll·rritor~ of the Kin~dom of 
Judah was, nevt"rth t>lt'. ~, rnTr<'d as a sacred place o f pilgrima'{t' and acrificc b, 
the Israelitrs of thr Korth. (Sec Amos 5: 5 and 8: 14 ). Elijah fled to Beer
sheba from th<' wrath of Jr7t'ht'l. It was .:t Bct'r-sh1·ba that J .icob. the ancestor 
of the tribes of Isra1·l, prior to hi. journey to E~} pt, rl'r1·iwd the revelation 
not to be afraid to go down lo Egypt, ... "for I will there makt· of you a 
great nation'' (Gen. 46: 1-4 ). 

But the Temple in Jeni. alem had the advantage in po:,, e, in~ th<' 
Ark. There wa<s, of roursr, no second Ark of the Covenant which 
could be placed in "orthern Israel . o that the people would know 
that the oracle of YHVH w a:-. there a}<.;o. The Ark re1.;tcd underneath 
the wing, of the gilded rherubim (winged hor,e,;; \•..-ith a human 
head?) spreading over thr mercy seat, the K apporet of pure gold, 
in the ;nner sanctuary ( Debir-the place of Oracle) of the Jern
salem Temple. The Presence of YHVH \Vas enthroned there, and 
from above that merry . cat, YHVH re\ caled Hi .... ,, ill to Hi:-. people. 
Jeroboam, therefore, built a qnrtuar) at Brthel, and another at 
Dan in the extreme ~orth, near the border. In place of cherubim 
for the merry seat of YHVH's Pre ence, he <.;et up a golden bull-calf 
as the pede<.;tal of YHVH'-. Prec.,ence.:l 

a A sanctuan had <'Xi. t1·d in Dan t',·er ~inc<' th1· da" of the Jud11;1 and 
had hl'<'ll in chargr of a pt i, ~th family whi<"h ti an•d its orie;in to :-..fosrs. 
Of old. too, Dan po .. e,. I'd an t'phod with whi( h to ( onsult YllVH. whirh 
th<' Danit<·s had forcibl~· ;ippropriatt>d on th t'ir wa) to tht ir rH w homl' in th1· 
North. 

Bethel had h<'t'n a n·,Tred place long hcfore th<' di, i~ion of th<' Kine:dom 
and n<'n before thf' dan of th<' unit<·d Kin~dom. As a plac-1· of YH\'H 
worship. it was, of course, much oldn than J 1·1usakrn whit h did not c-01111 
into the hands of th1· H c•hrews until tht' timc of Da, id . Bethel was one· of 
the three religious nntc-rs which w1•re visitc-d by amud on his annual 
<:ircuit as jude:t'. It was t raditionall) .. 1~~otiated with J acob (G(•n. 28). It was 
J acob himst>lf who nam<'d tht· plaC't' Bt thi·I, and c rcrt1 d :i M azzevah then· 
after YHVH appeared to him (Gt·n. 28: 19 ). In another account (Gl'nesis '.-l5) 
J acob bui.t an altar at Bt·th1 1, at the rnmmand of God, aftt-r having; hi~ 
household remove thl' fon·i11;n gods which tht'~ had with tht'm. whir h J acoh 
procerdl'd to hide under the oak tr<'t' ni•ar Sht chem. Wh1·n the Northern and 
Southern tribes Wt'r(' unitrd into Ont' kingdom. Bethel came to be associated 
alw with th<' namc of Abraham. who wa. declared to h:n c built an altar then· 
to YHVH (Gen. 12: 8). Jt wa~ a lo11;ical place for J eroboam to choo t' as 
his principal royal sanctuary to ri,al Solomon's. It con tinurd to b!' a holy plan• 
and to h:iv<- a sacrt d altnr loni.r aft<·r thl' destruction of the Kint(dom of 
I srael in 722 n.c.F. "- Cl'ntur~ :lfttT the de:;tl'll< lion, Kin '(" Josi,1h of Jud.1h. 
who had ur.cccdr d • ri , h 1 <linJ,? his t1 n itori,-. to ir ' 1 J irt ,f 
pull d d n~ th t r • I l , I c I ti 
. nrl h k th pill tr I 
2J:l'l) 

Je1 ob ,.un no\\ pt d<'lmH:d: "'\ ou It Jc111-..ilcm 
1 on r t n c ll t• ' l \ 1 11 t f } I I I 
of Lg~pt' 1 1'.inv,, • _ 2d . 1 lhrc ·_ .. I 1 n ,,, Lt t 1Hi-.t1ltt ti, 

4 Or, fol!owin~ Tan:-11111 Jon,tth:ln: "It i& too long a \\' ,I) fur )OU to go up 
to J erusakm.'' 
and here is thr plarc of Hi, re, elation. 

But the .\rJ... i1 th(' Ti mph cf .J .. t'l11 cnnt,1irll'd . .., > th1· Judc.u1, 
cl.unwd, the 01 igi1ul J'or,1h of 1\1 l" ,, Iii< h ,, 1• ·n, 11hed u1 n t\\ , 

t.iblch of torn \\ hich rt',tt d it it. rhi:-. i.:, \ t' till· Jt·t u,alt·m J' ... 1plt 
a unique prcc.,tigc in the eye1.; of the people. ·1 he religiou1.; k,tders ol 
the orth quick)~ pointed out to their people that ~Io~es had ordered 
a copy of hi T orah to he inscribed on other tablets of stone and to 
be placed, a oon as the people could enter Canaan, on Mt. Ehal, 
which was in the territory of I~rarl Deut. 11 : 29-32: 27: 2-8 ). 
Mt. Ebal is just north of .'hechem where Jeroboam built his fir...,t 
capital. Shechem ~ a in all likelihood the fir...t culti c center of the 
Israeliti,h tribes antedating both Bethel and Shiloh. It pos,c,scd a 
sanctuary and near it \~ a a sacred oak. It rea .... cd to be the rultic 
center\'\ hen it wa dt',tro~ ed by Abimelcc h, the son of Git.Icon, "' hn 
slew the inhabitants of Shechem "ho had rebcllcd against him and 
"razed the city and ,owed it "' ith ,alt'' Judg. 9: 45 . J o-.hua had 
ct up these stone on ~tt. Eba! , J osh. 8: '.l2 1 . It \,a1; at ~herhem 

too, that Jo'-hua, at a '-okmn com la\ e, made a ne" cm en.mt he
tween J...,rael and YHYH and ,ct ,tatutt·-. ,tnd ordinarn t' -. for them 
a:-. a ba,i, for the rm enant. He" rote thun in the book of the Trn ah 
of God and took a grc,tt ,tone and ,ct it then- undtr the oak in the 
anctuary of YH\'H I Jo,h. 24: '.!5-lh). ·1 hi, ,tone like the table-. 

of "tone in the Ark ' "a, "to be au itnr11 fnr u,, for it ha, heard all 
the words of YH\'H ,, hil h he ,poke to u,: and it ,hall be ,l ,, itrn•,.., 
a~ain,t ~ ou \\ hen ~m1 deal f.il,el~ "ith , our Cod'' J o,h. ~+: .!.i '. 

It \\ as important to al cu,tnm the people to make their pilgrim
a~e" to Bethel and Dan in-.tead of ]t ru,alem, there to offer their 
sacrifice- and make their inquirie, of YHYH. The rn·" ,anctuaric .... 
had to he g-ivcn high ,ta tu" and preferment. _\ cror<lind~, "Jero
boam appointed a fea1.;t on the fifteenth cla~ of the eighth ~Jit 

month like the fea:-.t th<1t ,,a, in J udah. and he offered ~acrifin-. 
upon the altar'' I K ing-. I 2: 3'.2 . The fc,ti, ,d "' a,, of cou1 "t\ 
Succot, the Fca,t of Tabernacle,. In Judah th i, fc,ti \·al " a' cele
brated on the fifteenth da) of the w1·cnth month Le,·. :?3: .12 . 
In the Book of the C'menant the exact da~ i..., not ,pecifie<l, the pro
\'i-.ion being: "You ,hall krc-p the feast nf ingatherin~ at the end of 
the year, when ) 011 gather in from the field the fruit of , our labor'' 
(Exod. 23: 16 . Thi, general prO\ ision i, retained in D~uterononn 
( 16: 13-15 . H an e,t time in the north of Palt-.... tine j..., a few \\ eek, 
later than in the ,outh, and ,l later date for th<' celebration of the 
han c t festi\'al v1 ould prme \ Cf) comcnicnt for the people. Chan~
ing the calendar and the ,et time for fc,ti, .ti-. \\ a, al,o alwa-.-. ,m 
inde:-.. of a definite break and ,eparation. ' 

It "' a.., al o nerc,,ar~ to find a pric-.thood for the new ..,anrtuarie, 
of YH\.H at Bethel and Dan. In Judah, ncr ,ince the time of 
Da\'id and olomon, the official prir-.t, \\ ho ,er, ed at the central 
-.anctuary, fif',t in the Cit~ of Da\ id and then in the Temple, werr 
appointed b) the kine;. ~1,my of them \\ere prclfe~,ional Le\·itt-., 
though David and hi, ,on, al,o performed prie,tl~ fum.tiom. Le\itl', 
officiated since the da~s of the Judge-. at the man~ local shrine" or 
"high place '' in the tountr~ and \, ith pri\ ate families, as the guard
ian of the sacra. the teraphim. the gra, en and the molten image,;:, anti 
the cphod ora< le "hit h the~ con,ultcd, as did the "andrring Le, itt· 
in the hou of ~1icah (J udg-. I 8 ,. 
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The term LC\ itt.· i-. u-.cd in the Bible to appl) to a mrmber both 

of a tribe and a p rofr,..,ion . From carlic,t time, the tribc of Le\'i v. as 
a cattcrcd trihe \\ hich did not sucn·ed in car\'ing- out for itself a 
fixed tcrritor~ in Canaan. Orig-inall~ it appear~ to haH· been a tribe 
like the others, and, judging from the early records, a fierce and 
warlike tribe. "Simeon and LeYi are brothers [i.e. t\-\ o of a kind~; 
weapom of \'iolencr are their ~words.'' It was the tribes of Simeon 
and LeYi v. ho attacked and reduced the city of Shechem, and 
killed its male population. The T estamcnt of Jacob (Gen. 49 : 5-7 ) 
- " I will di,·ide them in Jacob and scatter them in hrael"- seem 
to suggest that subsequent to the Shechem incident the tribes were 
themseh·es attacked hv the natives of the region, and were defeated , ' 
and scattered. This or some other such incident which sprang from 
their ruthk ·s ferocity forced them to abandon their temporary foot
hold in Palestine and they mo\'ed iiOuthward. 

As far as the tribe of ' imeon is concerned, it is not included 
among the ro-.ter of the tribe~ either in the Song of Deborah or in 
the Bk<;. ing of ~lose:--. lt ,eems to haYe been absorbed by the tribe 
of Judah and later incorporated \-\ithin the Kingdom of Judah, 
which Da\'id founded, along ¾ith Kcnites, Calebites, Jerahmeelites, 
and other dan , . ome of them of considerable Canaanitish admix
ture. 

The tribe of LeYi seems to ha\·e been entirely dissoh·ed. Bc}Ond 
thi~; it is difficult to e:-.tablish anything certain about its history. Some 
have cYen questioned "' hether it e\"er was a tribe. One thing i. clear ; 
as a tribe it ne,-er had a permanent abode anywhere in Palestine, 
a "portion or inheritance·· in the land. How members of this tribe 
came to be prominentl~ identified ,,ith the cult of YHVH and the 
keeper:-. of its ,hrinrs, has -;o far defied an~ sati:--factory solution. Pcr
hapc: thr scattered Le\·ites, haYing no land of their own to culti,·atc, 
turned for a lin,Jihood to the humble pur-..uit of guarding and at
tending the numerous tribal shrine of the countr). In Dcuteronom} 
the Levite is cla~ ed v. ith the ..,tranf{cr, the orphan, and the widow, 
and numerous appeal.., arc made not to forsake him, for he ha.., no 
portion or inheritance of hi ... O \\ n , Dcut. 14: 27-9, 16: l 4-26: 12). 

It j, al,o prn,sible that the term ''Le\'i" drriYccl not from the name 
of a tribe but from a ra iling-the profc..,,ional attendant at the 
-..hrine, ; the one who looked after the ..,ac red cult objcc t-.., cc;pcciall} 

' '' to arrompam·."' 
the oracular ephncl. \\'hen the pril'"t Ahiathar fled to Da, ·id to 
Keilah, he carried the ephcd "'ith h im I Sam. 23: 6). , uch an 
attendant did not belong to any one tribe. In fact, the Lc\'ite whom 
Micah. the Ephraimite, cmplo~ed ,..., his pric-,t to look after the 
gra\ en and molten image, in his pri\ ate ,hrinc and to consult the 
ephod. "" ac; a young man of Bcthkhcm in Judah, "of the family of 
.fudah'' Judg.1 7:7 ) . 

In the course of time the LC\·itcs, \\ hethcr the} "'ere members of 
a scattered tribe or not, came to function at m an~ YHVH shrine, 
throughout the land. Jt "" as in Judah that the~ were most num<'rous 
and in cour,e of time the~ came to ha\·c their guild center. there. 
A~ ha been noted, it \\ as from Bethlehem in Judah that the Le\·itc 
who performed prie ... tly function:-. in the house of Micah came. The 
Le\'ite, whose concubine "'as slain b _ the Benjamites, ~•. ojourned'' 
in the remote part-. of the hill country of Ephraim hut he was prob
ably from Judah. His concubine , .. ,a, from Bethlehem in Judah 
( Judg. 19: 1 ) . He, too, probabl~ came from Bethlehem, which 
seem~· to ha\"C been a Le\·ite guild center. '\oh, "the < it, cf pt ic,ts'· 

1 ~ .. 1,1. ) t ' l I 1 . I l I 

S t ,I .thh ,1ls > \\ ,,,., .\1 1 , .... ii< Ill, t1 \\ h11 h Solt 
1110n t":x ilcd the ptil t .\ hiith.11, th, c t o )<>Ill" fit'lcl , 

i. e. the t I 11 1 f t~ l,tthoth '' ( I Ki11g, 

\\ hen th< t 1.tb ,r,,t< ,uH u1 .. 1 ~ ,, ,1 , ,t.1 1 i,hcd h~ ~olomon in 
J eru,akm, it "' a nece,~ar~ to enroll a pcmrnncnt cla,.., of funr tion
arie~; to officiate a, prie,ts at tht' sacrifo cs. to ,ing and to play the 
mu, i< al in ti ument-... to< t1n fnr th< Tt mpl1 ( 11 1rt-.. ,rnd to gu 1rd all 
the hol) par,tphcrn,,Ii,r. 

' ] I 1dition l reclib Kini.: n \ id. ,. lw Ii· 'f I . I i lH d to 1 ld 
the Temple and had actuall} made p1epar,nion ... for it, ,,ith thl' 
organiza ti on of the Temple staff, :-.en ice, and mini~try ( 1 Chron. 
23 : 2 ) . Jt is quite likely that Da\'id, v,ho ¼as a gifted mu ician and 
poet to whom ome of the Psalm. ran be a. ... rribed, did in fact lay 
the groundwork for the Temple sen-ice. it~ program of mu ic, and 
the organization of its official ~taff. King Solomon co-opted hi, 
prie,t. from the a\'ailable LeYites in Judah. At their head he placed 
Zadok ( 1 King"- 2: 35) '"ho had rcnrnined faithful to him a t the 
time of the Adonijah struggle for <.,ucce:--,ion l Kings 1 : 8 ) . Zadok 
and his dc..,ccndants occu pied that high offo-e until after the dcc;truc
tion of the Kingdom of Judah. 

J eroboam too, found it ncce...-.a1 y to appoint prie ... t, for the sanc
tuarie-· in J...rael ,, hich he c..,tahli..,hed. hut he ,Hiuld ha\·c nothing 
to do ,dth the Le\'itc,. The~ ,, ere Southcr1wr .... \\ ith their guild 
center-, in Judah. The later hi,torian of K ing, <.rititi,e.., Jeroboam 
for ha, ing appointed hi.., prie ... h "from ,1mo1H1; all the peopk, "ho 
\, en· not of the Le, ite,·· I King, 12: ~ 1 . The ( hronicler retain, 
the tradition that Jeroboam and hi, ,rnh ,H tu,dl~ rasl out the Le
\ ite, from "Cf\ ing a ... prit'sh of YH\'H and di,p<h,e,,t.·d them of thei1 
common land'-. The~ an.ordingl~ fled to Jnd,1h and rallied around 
King Rehoboam 1 2 Chron. 11 : 13 15 . The,<· Le, ite,. under Da\ id 
and Solomon. had been ... ettlcd in a numher of center ... throughout 
the countr). not alone to perform rcligiou.., full( tion, hut to attend 
to "the ... en ice of the J..in t(' I Chron. '..!t1: .Hl-32 . that i, to ent;age 
in certain admini,trati\'e fun<:tion-. for thr ( entr,ll go\'crnment, po,
... jbly al,o the collection of taxes.11 

,; ~n· Ilt>njamin 11ata1, in /;'u,11m B'Sf/tr ]thod111r1, ( IC1h0 ' pp. 165-186) . 
lt hould be borne in mind that the Pentateuch and the hi,torical 

books of the Bible from J o ... hua through King, \\ ere reca t and 
finall~ edited by J udcan scribe, \\ ho \\ err probahl) Le\'ite prie--t,. 
But their editorial \\ Ork \\a!-. not ~o thoroughgoing and meticulou ... 
as to obliterate en·r) trace of ::'\orthern ... oun l "'. 1 heir point of \·ie,\. 
howc,·cr, was definite)~ J udean. 1 heir ,tim \\ a..; to e~toll the Da\·idic 
dyna~t) and the central ..,an tU,ll') in J eru,akm. They " ere hostile 
to the ~ orthcrn Kingdom for ha, ing broken away from Judah and 
for ha \ ing expelled the Lc,·ite · from it... ,hrine,, rdu,inc; to employ 
them as priests. 

The prie ... ts of the "Xorth traced their am c,tr~ to the family of 
Aaron and ~lo..;c<;. They did not reg,ird them,rh c, a ... belonging- to 
the tribe of LeYi. Later J udean \Hiters ,ought to m,1ke LeYite both 
of :\fo-.e.., and Aaron. Their eaglr dc,irc to do so i, betra~ed by tht· 
, ·er..,c in Exodu5 4 : 13-14 . :\lo!--C-", ,, ho i.., rduc tant to accept the 
mission to go to Pharaoh plead, with YHYH: "O. m~ Lord, send. 
J pra). some other per;;on." H e i-. rebuJ..ed h~ YH\' H : '·Is there not 
Aaron, ~our brother. the Ln·ite ?" \\'h~ ,hould ~lo,cs be reminded 
that Aaron, his brother, j.., from the trilw of Le\ i? Thi ... j.., the onl~ 
instance in the Penta teuch "here Aaron i.., 1dened to a-. "Aaron. 
the Le,·ite.'· The genealogil,d t,ible-. ,, hil h "t'rt' < om piled b) Le,·itt 
prie,ts trace Aaron·, ance ... tr~, of l0Ul"'l', to the H otN! of Le\i.; 

7 Profn c,r Y1 h,·~kt I Kaufmann ,tate th.it ··1h,· 1 lH1\i,t1 nt oµpmition of 
\ ,11t1nid1• to L1, itt·~ ( or Elidt, to Z.idolitc, 111:11..,·, it doubtful that tlw 

fm nwr 1<m~idt'rt·d tht'm eh,., ori\!inall~ ,I 11 , n1li, ·i.. 1,f tf1t· ti illt' of Ln j l t 
.lp(>l·ar!> th.it the . \ ,1ru11it1, ,111 · till' ,incit-111. µ,1~ .1n piil',tho< d t f !,r.u·I."' { Th, 



~3- .'Il,\TR :\fn,,, and th(· Original Torah 1 hl'.b.25 Bask. 
R el1gto11 of I H ,it!, I <ihO. p 19i . \ •\', h,l\ 1 110 t, idt•111·t of ,IT!\ ,11ll'it nt, pag.111 
µ1 itsthuod in I,1.11 I. Wl1t·n µ1it ~th<•t•d ,md :-.tnifin·, dt \ 1·lop1·d in lsrad, fol
lowinl{ tht• t >.,rn1plt· of tlw indiw:1 m,us popul,ilion,, the pri1·sts of the 1\ortht•1 n 
Kimi;dorn . h, \\,I\ of 1•nh.1nrini.t th1 ir p11-. 1iw:1· .md ha\'inic dwir authorit, 
full) at 1·1Tditt d, a,,, 1 It d that th,·, \o\t n· d1 ~n·ndai.ts uf . \,uon, tht• hrother 
of Mo~t·s. Thi , did not II ll;tJ d :\,111111 ,1<1 h1 lon~i n~ to the nih1· of 1 vi, nor, 
of cour e. his hrotlH'r ~lnM• .. 

The ' orthcrn pric~t~ were the Bnc Aaron. According to their 
tradition, it ,l\as ~1o-,c, him,elf \\ho, at the command of YHVH. 
and in th(' pn·,cncc of the entire pcnpk, clothed Aaron with the 
raiment, of the Hi~h Prie,t. including the ephod and the brca~t
piece which contained the Crim and the Thummim the sacred 
lot ), anointed and con~ecrated him and inducted him into office. 
Mo e also cmN.'rrated the "<>I1" of Aaron Lev. 8 ) . 

The outhern Lrvitc prie~ls ,ought to di-,crcdit them h: discredit
ing Aaron himself. There are tVI o contrasting portraits of Aaron in 
the Pentateuch, one favorable, the other drrogatoq. One account 
make~ him the mouthpiece of ~1o~c~, his constant companion and 
collaborator. Aaron accompanit's ~f o,es on all hi~ mis'-ions to 
Pharaoh, and if the actual ~poke~man. He is al,o Mo!-e.' spokesman 
to the enslaved hraelitcs ( Exod. 4: 16 . It i~ Aaron VI ho perform:
the ro<l-~Trpcnt miracle before Pharaoh, and it is he who, at the 
command of YHVH through Mo"e~. bring-, -;ome of the ten plague, 
down upon the land of Egypt. "Mo. es and Aaron [together] did 
all the,:;e wonder~ before Pharaoh·• Exod. 11 : IO ) . It i. Aa1 on and 
Hor who uphold the VI eary hands of Moses in the battle \\. ith the 
Amalckites. Only Aaron comes up "ith ~1o..,c~ to Nlount . ' inai 011 
the morning of the theophany, "'hen YH\'H ga\'c the Ten \Vord" 
to the people Exod. 19: 24 ) . It i, under the joint leadersh ip of 
~1o.·es and Aaron that the people of 1-..rael went forth out of the 
land of Egypt . ·um. :U: 1 J. It i~ the two, ~lo-,es and Aaron, who 
together were gin·n the command by YH\'H to lead the people out 
of Egypt l [xod. 6: '.!6-27 J. 

There i.,, hem n-cr, another account ,, hich ignore. Aaron·._ rok 
complctcl} in the drama of the Exodu, and the re,·elation at \lount 
Sinai ( Dcut. I 5 J. J t dwell, at len,gth on the fact that it wa, 
Aaron ,-. ho m,tde the g-olden ( alf and built the altar and led the 
people into the dread -;in of \H>r-,hipin~ it. It \\ as Aaron "ho \\ a, 
responsible for ktting the people "loo'-<' for a derision among their 
enemic-s.'' It ,, a, hi, action \,\ hich led to the breaking of the Tahk, 
of the Law b~ :\1 rn,e!-, tablr-, .. ,hich "\,err thr .. ,ork of Goel .• rnd the 
writin~ was the "riting of God gra, en upon the tables'· C:,,..od. 32 . 
It wa·, Aaron who ,o aroused the ,, rath of Yah\'eh th;,: lk \I\ a, 
about to de,tro~ the people alonµ- ,, ith Aaron Deut. 9: 20 ' . 

It was the Lc\'ite,. thi, an ounl further a,..,crt~. "' ho ,,wed the da~. 
rt wn r.; hey,, ho rallied nround ~1 oscs and ,k .. , the ofTen<lc•·,, about 
three thou,and of them. And it ,, a~ the Le,·it<.:, "ho were then con
secrated and < h<N'n a, prie~t~ Dcut. IO: 8 ) . 

1 J,c a'tark on Aaron wa<;, of cour~e, abo an attack on the ,·anc
tuaril's of the .:\orthcrn Kingdom and upon its officiating prie,ts 
who traced their lineage to Aaron. 

Aarou i-: again brought under atta('k for hi, critici~m of ~lose, 
becaui.;e he had married a Cushite woman, and in the :,,tor~ of the 
rebcllicn of Kor ah ( .. ~um. 16 ) \\ hie h i:-. dearly a composite narra
tive. It records a rebellion on the part of a ,ub-.tantial number of 
men of renown among the people, "prince-; of the congregation, the 
elect men of the a!-.,rmbly,'' and it \,\ a, led in the main b} Reuben
itc •. <' gain st the a uthorit \ of \ f os<·,. Tht• t rih<1 of Rt 11 !w11 "hri-..t· 
t t i l, n •,, , t <', t .! \ I , . 

ll . uncll pl nd.,bh \I d ., pc r lie n c l .111-
. 1 ,•·h , it h ,dk!'d .it l r11-..,111g tht f n ( ._ , , 1t h tl11 11t l H"1 
lI 1h e• i n tht c 1 1 q, c l < f ( . 1 l tt.: Brn,1-. of J, -.;Ji11.1 

I t. \ l l h ., t: l 111 I' th l 1 I I l 

t,aditt . ,md tlH l ,,u f-u 1i 11 1 " 11 , t .. " l ,uptnl to build ,111 inde-
pendent altar for thetll',ch " ,, hich the re,t of the hraelite._ inter
preted as "a rebellion again,t YH\'H ... Deborah denourn r<l thl' 
tribe of Rt·1 hen for "tan~ inc- <1 rnn11i: the ,hcep-folci,'' and nnt 
< < min r t I the ,1id of thd1· h,11 cl-pH ,,c d Im th1 en ;11 th \\ u I r,1in,t 
the ( .. 111 .1 .initt·,. Il1t· Ic,t.nicn t of J.1<11b 1.har,Hl(Tllt Pc t>lll 
"um,tabk .1, \\,Iler" (,en. 4<1:..J . 

The same narrati, c in ~ umber, I (l contain" also thr ,tot~ of ,t 
rebellion on the pan of the Le, itc, "ho dc..'manded the full preroga
tives of priesthood, and challenged the prie,tl) monoply of .\aron 
( v. 11 ) . Thi~ rebellion i, led by Korah, a Le,·i te, and his follower, 
of the Bnc Levi. Herc we find another echo of the bitter and long
drawn-out antagoni,m between the Le, itt: "ho sen·ed in all the 
. anctuaric of the ·outh and in the Temple at Jerusalem, ,tnd the 
Bnc Aaron of the Korth. In the account in :'\umbers, it i" the po,i
tion of the Bne Aaron which i-. vindicated. 

Generally ,peaking. it i, in the .:\(lrth that the tradition of .\ arnn 
a" the founder of the prit·,tl~ hirran h~ " "' fcNe1 ed. The p1 ie<, ,tt 
:hiloh trac eel their ar1<.r,tn to Phinra.,. the ,on of Lle,11,ir, the son 
of Aaron. Their ,tn<c,cor ... had been in J 1r, pt. .\t1 ron and Phine,1, 
arc [.g,ptian nanH·,, a, i, tht namr of the 1t·11t·e.adt ,on of Lli. 
H ophni. [Ii hclongt'd to chc :\'01 th ,111d ".,, an \ ,mmitc. The ho,
tilit) of the ~outhern pr ic,thood. "' hi1. h ",1, not \,uonitc. i, reflected 
in the bitter "ord, of the 1-..h H,1-rlohim. tht' :\Lrn of God, ,, ho 
came to Eli and informl'd him th,it YH\ H. \\ ho h,td n, t·,dc<l Him
,df to "the hmN· of ~our f.tthc1 \ ,iron it ht n thc,1 u t 1, in l'.. .!.!.)'/" 
... and I chtN' him ... to hr m, prit'•,t ... .'' and "J prnmi,nl 
that )Ollr hou,c ,md the hou,t of ~nm fathn ,hould go in and out 
bdorc me forCHT; hut no\\ ... J ,, ill ( 1ll off ~our '-lll'n~th and 
the , trent:"th of ~our father·, hotN'. ... \nd J "ill iai,e up for 
my ... elf a faithful prie,t, "ho ,h,dl do a( ( mdinl.! to "h,H i, in m~ 
heart and in m~ mind; ,md I ,, ill build him ,l ,urc nt.· \, J hou,c, 
and he ,hall go in and out before m~ ,rnnninted fon·, tr·' I ~am. 
2 :27-36 . Thi, diatribe i" remini,((·nt of a ,imil,1r utter,tnce of ,111 
I,h Ha-[lohim of Judah again,t Kiri!.! JcrohClani of the .:\orth and 
agaimt the altar \\ hich he had (Tee ted ,lt Bethel and ,il!,ain rcflc< t, 
the feeling of the . ·outhcrn prie,thnod. 

The Book of Deutrronom) i, in ic, /ma! fn1 m a Judean product 
and 1ll l'l'1' refer~ to prie,t-.. a, Bne .-\aron. and ,eldom rdt-r, to prie,t, 
without appending immediate!~ the dc,igntltion "Le, itt.." Deut< r
onom) ~tate~ categoric all~ that "YH\'H .. ,et ,tp,11 t the tribe of Lr, i 
to carry the ark of the c.o, tnant to YH\"H. to ,t,md before YHYH 
to minister to him and to hie,._ in hi" n,rnw. to thi-, da, ., Dcut. 
10: 8). Of Aaron it ha, nothing to n port .c,l t·pt hi. "in in. making a 
golden calf, wht>n ''YHYH \\ a~ ,o ,lll!!n "ith . .\,iron that he \.\ ,t:-
ready to de tro~ him" Drut.~:20 .. rndhi ... dc,nh Dtut. 10:6and 
32 :50). The :-on and ~uu.c,sor of .-\,mm. Llea,,tr, i, nwntioned hut 
once in Deuteronom~. Deuterom1m~ ,d,11 il!non·, Ue.uar in tht' 
matter of the allotment of the l,md .,mong- the tribe,. 1 n >. umhn, 
U2: 28; 34: 16 YH \'H l onm1,md hoth l.lt-.11.tr and Jmhu,1 to 
,up ·n i-.,c the di,tribution of the l,md: in lk111t rnnom~ , ) 1 : 7- 8 
it i-; Joshua alon1.' "ho i , o c ommi ...... ioncd. 

Violent enmit~ t·,i,trd lwn, u·n the Ln itc p1 ic,h of J ud,1h ,rnd 
the .'.':orthern prit.·~r... "ho ( t11lul tht m,ch t', tlw Bnt :\,trnn and 
tnHe<l their ,l11lt,tr~ to the brotlll'r of .\1 ,,,, .... \ .11,in. ·1 lw,,· :'\mth
crn priest-. did not recard . .\,1rn11 •" .t Lc,itt .it .tll. It ,,,,1,ld h,tH 
been incongn1<Hi... if thr .:\rn thu n :Kinukm. h.i, in~ t jt t, d tht 
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Lc\'itcs from it" :-.anctua rics, had fostered the tradition that their 
m, n pric.,;;ts, the Bnc Aaron, were thcmscln·s de,cendcd from a 
Lrvite, and that their gre.-1t national hero and emancipator, M oses, 
\\ as a l o a Levitc. Nor ,, otild thC) have relished the thought tha t 
~lose. and Aaron belonged to a tribe ,, hich had been cursed h, 
Jacob, the progenitor of the tribes of Israel, for a crime which tt 
committed, a tr ibe that had been driven m, a) and scattered. 

7 

Where is tl1e Orginal Torah of Moses? 

W here do \\ C find the original T orah of .Moses? 
The ' ' \Vord " ( dr bmim ) which a re contained in the D eca

logue w ere in all likelihood pa rt of the origina l T orah, though not 
necessarily in their present form or order.' They arc fundamental 

1 For a compit'hcnsin· hihlio'(rnphy on " M o.es and thl' D ecaloe;ut•.·' s1T 

H . H . Rowlt·y·s articlt> in th<· Bullt·tin. o f John R ~land~ L ibra1y, V ol. 34 (1951 -
1952). Professor Rowlc} upholds tht M o.aic- au thorship of tht· Deca lo~ut·. 
teaching of a unin•r..,al moral cha racter, of high generality, prc
c+ .. cly the kind of doct1 ine and discipline, "hich ~Io, e", intent upon 
fa, hioning a nr ," :-ocict~ of free m en dedicated to the wor ... hip, 
th rough rightcou,m•..,-:, of the one un-.een and unrepre ented God, 
would a nnounce to the people. 

It :-hould be borne in mind tha t ~fo..,e.., ,, a" not dnl\\ ing- up a de
tai led blueprint for the political and econom ic management of 
their lives once th<' ~ entered Canaan. H e could not gi\'c them law" 
wh ich would be subject to chang-c \\ ith the changing economic and 
social con ditiom wh ic h ,uccred ing generat ions " ould encounter. 
H e could not legisla te for them, for exam pk , ..,ca ... onal ag-ric ultural 
fr.,t ival" for life in Canaan, ,, hich thq had not ) et entered, nor, 011 

the face of it , such la,, s a" arc found in Le, . 19: 19: " You <,hall not 
let your cattle breed ,, ith a difkrcnt J... ind; ) ou shall not sm, your 
firld with l '-"O J... ind , of ,eed; nor "hall there c omt' upon ) ou a ga1 -
mcnt of cloth made of t"' o kind.., of l-ttu ff .'. H e ,, as concerned ,, ith 
the indi, pen1:ablc rule, of human beh,n ·ior a nd the enduring fmm
da tions of a just '-OCiet~. It w a, nnl . the principles r krlali-m) of the 
T orah which God taught M o. rs during the fort) days on the M ount , 
not the whole T orah, declared the later rabbi" ( Exod. Rabba 
41 : 6) . 

There a re a dditional \\' ords of the , amc character as those of the 
Decalogue found cbcwherc in the Book of the Covenant. There a rc 
al o additiona l \\.ords found in the Dcuteronomic and H oliness 
Codes. The Deca logue is only one formulation and it was not in
tended to be comprchcn..,i,·e or complete. By and la rge, each one of 
the \•Vord of the Decalogue is typical of a whole category a nd wa-.. 
probably selected for its cardinal and reprt''-<'tHati, e character. 
Taken to t:!;< tit 1, ,me.I n ,i in g- dtw a ll(),, 1 1 f I; 1 t di inC". 1ht 
\\orch ,hi h. ,c found i11 tlw ti. f• c de, ,n-.,titute tlu 11 i11ctl 
'l or,Lh of .:\I« i'-C-'- . 

·1 ht·, e \\ () Id, ell ( 11 ot }w pt od llc-t of t lH pr 
tlw1._·i~hthto i;,,,tl tttu1~ llH\ ,lit Ht~ «U 

· 1· 1110, t·nu·nt ol 

ongm. 
It is note\\ orth~ that the group of I.1w-., upon whith the mo..,t 

solemn empha,i-.. j.., placrd in the Pentateuch, and which '-C. holan, 
now brlic, e to lw th< oldc,t and the mrn,t " H ebraic" in th,trac.ter, 
la\\s\,h<N' \iol:itin11 j..,p1111i,hcdcithcrl l .tthorl)\ ti L'\.tCT,1t ion 
of the c11ti1c t u mmu11i1~ ,,1 ..,,Hh pr.1<ti<e ,1., al l' <ondcmnecl .1-. 

.. abomination." ,tn· ahno,t t ntir< !) , th i, al. ll()t ritual or juridi( ·ii in 
character. In man) in-.lclnc e.., they arc ethic .il la\\ s of the highl''-l 
order. The \-\'orcJ... arc the ,·en fountainhca<l of Yahvism. T hev arc . . 
the :-.eed and not the harvest. 

Do these \\' ord-. reprc~cnt the ipsissima r.•crba of ~fo..,e. h im,elf? 
' pccifically, in eyer) im tancc, ro; substantia lly, Yes. They reprc
·ent the bod) of his tcachin[{s a,;; ,·ariou,l) reported, phra cd, and 
pa ra phrased b) later generation-:. Undoubted)) they \\ ere expanded 
and elabora ted upon b) . ubsequcnt editor-; " ho filled in and " mod
ernized" them to make them more direct)) rele, ·ant to their 0\\ 11 

time , but not to the di..,tortion of " hat " a" ,ubstan tiH' and intrin,ic 
in the orig inal Torah. Their di..,tinc ti, c and e..,,cntial con,titution i-. 
readily apparent. 

It is quite po-,,ihk, hut not certain, that .\l<N'-., him,elf "rote 
do\,n the \fords ,,hich con..,titutcd hi.., Torah . \\'1itin.c. \\,ts a hit!,hl) 
den·loped art in hi, da). not ,ilnm in Eg~ pt hut throughout the 
Near East. The Bible is c kar on the point that .\I<N.'" did hinN·lf 
\\ rite. \\'hen an important matter h.td to he n·, orded ,1, a nwm< ,ri,d 
for future generation-.,, .\ l<N''- ,,a, in,uu< tt·d to \\rite it cl, \\n. In the 
ca"-C of J..,racl's cnem~ .. \ malek, YH\'H ,aid to ..\lmt',: .. \\· rite thi .... 
as a memorial in .1 book ,rnd recite it in the l ,1r-. of Jo,hua. that I 
,, ill uttcdy hlot C1ut the rcmembr.ir1< c of .\ m.tlck from under 
hea, <' n" ( Lxod. 1 7: H . \\ hen the pc opk made their ".l) through 
the \\ ikkrne..,, aftcr the~ left [ g ~pt, " \1<N'" ,,rntt· dm,n their ... t.ut
ing places, ,tage b) ,t,1c,e, h) cnmm.md nf YH\'H" ~um. JJ: 2 l. 
\\'h,1tcver YH\'H t nmmanck<l him at , in.ti, r derrinl.!. both to tht· 
'' \\'ord..,'' and to .tll the ,tatute,. \ l (l <''- , , rote E, od. :!-I-:+ . "And 
\ lo,es ,., rote thi-. l.t" Tor,th .'' ckd.1n·.., the Dcuternnomi,r and. 
" \\ hen \ In"<'" h,td fini ... hrd ,, riting the,, 01 d.., of thi, la,\ the 111rah 
in a book, to the , er) end,'. he h,1d it plated l)\ the ,ide of the :\rJ... 
of the Cm enant Dcut. { 1 :9. 24-26 . 1 hi" hook i ... rl'fured to ,t.., 

the Book of the C()\ en ant . c/1 r lfo-U11t , ,d1iL h \1 <N'" had re.id 
in the hearing of the people Exoc.L 24 : 7 . Or iginall~ a . t f rr ",ts 
a clay or stone t.thlct " ith \Hiting in< i,cd . ..: It ".1~ not umM1,1! f()) 

~Cf.ha. ~0 : 8 : .. i,ci,,·iton ,1 t/er]." 
prophet,;; and other rdigiou, leader, in ancient J...racl to " rite do" n 
their prophecic • or the hi..,tor: of their time, .rnd their people. 

T he Book of Ch , emit le ... makr.., mention of the fact th,tt "the ,t< t, 
of K int{ Da, ·id, from fir·,t to Ia,r. are "rittt·n in the ( hrc,nit le, of 
, ·amuel the ..,ecr. and in the Ch ronic le, of ~.tthan the prophet, .md 
in the Chronic k-., of Gad the ... eer, " ith ,H < ounh of all hi" rule ,rnd 
hi" might and of the c in um ... tance, th,H t .ir11c upon him ,md upon 
Israel, and upon all the kingdom" nf the c11untrie ... •• 1 Chron. 
2Q: 29- 30 . El"t'" ht'n· the Chroni< )c.., of ~hemaiah. thl' prophet. 
and of Iddo. the ,ec1\ <lie mcntionul. ·1 he~ rcu11dcd th,· acc... of 
King Rehoho,tm 2 ( hron. 12: I 5 . ·1 lw prophet Xathan '-., Chrnn
ide-.. a" \\ ell ,i... th< ,c of l ddo the ..,cc. r al ... o c. <, nee! the I l·icn of K in~ 
. ·olomon. ,t, did thL ( hronic. le, of \ hijah, the "-,hilonite .!. ( hn,11. 
9:29 . 

. \ < on.,idcrahle litcrnr) a, ti, it, ,ecm, to h.t, t "t'l in in J ,r,td in 
the clt'H'n th n ntu1~ . .it about the time of the founding CJ[ the m11n
arrh~. Pwphc. h .111d ,c.'l' r" bcl!',tn <, ,llt-<tilll!' and rt'ducinl.!' to \.Hit in~ 
the tT<onh of their ptople. it-. hi,tc r~, it-. l,t\,,, .md its,, Ill!s. Some 
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of these undoubted!) dcrin~d from earlier written or oral source,. 
The people of bracl demonstrated \ cry earl) a remarkable gift for 
\\ riting histor) and rcligiou literature, a gift almo~t unique in the 
ancient world. The histories which were written were not purely 
objectiYe and !iecular. The) were more in the nature of midrashim. 
commentaries on hb,tory, to point up the moral cau..,es and consc
q uences of what tran. pircd, but they nevertheless contained the 
hard core of fact. . 

ot all the records of these prie:--ts and prophets were, however, 
placed in the Sanctuary for keeping. Only the basic laws or codes 
of law which represented the conditions of the people's Covenant 
with YHVH, and which po sessed di\'ine authority, were placed in 
the Sanctuary. The co\·enant which Jo. hua made with the people 
was written into the Book of the Law of God and placed in the 
. anctuary of Shechem (Josh. 24: 25-26). It is likely that the later 
covenants which were made by Asa, Joash, Hezekiah and Josiah, 
and the commitments which thq entailed, were likewi c deposited 
in the Temple of Jeru. alem. It was while the Temple was bein~ 
repaired that the Book of the Law was discO\·ered in the reign of 
Jo!-iah by Hilkiah the High Priest ( 2 Kings 22: 8). The writings of 
l\1oses - his original Torah-were, of course, kept in the Sanctuary. 
So were tho e of another l\1an of God, Samuel. 

Of 'amuel, it is recorded that " amuel told the people the rights 
and du tie. of the kingship; and he wrote them in a book and laid 
it up before YHVH'' ( 1 • am. 10: 25) pre um ably some,,.vhere in 
the Sanctuary, in or near the Ark. Samuel, .,.. ho reluctantly . anc
tioned the monarchy. evidently po se!-sed the authority to define an 
ordinance which co,·ercd the rights and duties of kingship and then 
ha\'C it placed in written form for permanent safekeeping in th<.· 
Sanctuary. The Book of Deuteronomy ( 1 7: 14-20) defines these 
rights and dutie but a. cribes them to ~1oses. It would seem more 
logical to assume that it was Samuel, the piritual architect of the 
monarchy, who wa. the author of this "royal law" in hrael. 

If ~loses himself \Hote do\, n his \\' ord., the original copy of 
them, in the very nature of things, might not have lasted very long. 
It was probably tran cribed many times through the centuries and 
\'arious \'Cr. ions of it came into existence. 

It is more likely , howe\'er, that ~1ose:-. him~elf <lid not write dcl\\ n 
the \\' ord'i. The~ were handed down b~ him by word of mouth and 
they were tran. mitted as an oral tradition for a considerable time 
before they \ .. ere written do\\Jl, This would more readily account 
for the many variations which \\C find. 

The Pentateuch itself draws a .,hat p di...,tinction bet\, een the 
\\" ords and all other commandments, statute", and ordinance;. Thr 
fo, mer were duties and obligation~ which were announced b) 
YHVH himself, in the hearing of all the people, and .,.. hich became 
binding upon them for all time-, and in all places. They formed the 
ba-,i~; of the Covenant \-.ith Israel. They made of rsracl YHVH\ 
people. The other laws, statutes, and ordinances were intended for 
the people after they entered Canaan. According to the later tradi
tion, the) too were given by Mo..,es to the people at the command 
of YHVH. "And he declared to you his Co\'Cnant, which he com
manded you to perform, that is, the ten words; and he wrote them 
upon two table. of tone. And YHVH commanded me at that time 
to teach you . tatutes and ordinanres, which you should do in the 
land u:hich you are going m•er to /Jossc1s"' ( Deut. 4: 13- 14 ). 

' I he· e ,t,1t11te, and nrdin tH , • dk t ti 1 , · , 1 ·{ { uomi<, ,nd 

1 l t • Ill t • p,, of l1tt rt 1 I t 1 
tmu· of ,\l(J 1•s. i'l;m) nf tlu; n'\ dt,d J 1Ll 
p1•1 i1·111 {'•, "r lht· (H'11ple in 1l11· { l l'I <>J nnr \ ti{ d .tgr i111l1111.d .u 1d 
11,h.111 lif1 . S, llll of ti n,, 111. p.11.d l 1 kit, code, ,,f l.1,, ,., hit h 

rn l , l rid. I ho"' , 
ac tc<l for a high!) 01 g;:rni1.nJ pr it·,liwod .i11<. ,111 daborate rult whi< h 
did not exist jn the wil<lerncs in ~1 0...,e~' dav and which were 111 ; 

dear oppo ition to hi · tcachin.~. 
There i, 110 n·,,,1J11 to 1-.....1111t,1f111m,c. that clurin~ the )t'aJ-. of 

" ,t11d1 ring- in th1 "ildc1 nc,s. and i1t K.i<k,h-Bat nc ,l, ,, hc·r c th1 
pt opt t lH ,unpcd frn· .i Ion~ time, ,rnnt pt ipl~ tFd "ot com1 tu 
... \Io e-, \\ ith their problem-., and thal .\los('-.. did not render an opin
ion or gi\'e a deci..,ion. In fact, to judge from the bibliral account, 
they came lo ~fose in\ er} large numbers "to inquire of God; when 
they ha\'e a dispute, the~ come to me and I decide between a man 
and his neighbor, and I make them know the . tatute. of God and 
hi~ decisions'' ( Exod. 18: 15 ). There "as danger of ~1o'-CS wearin.~ 
himself out physically, and al,o the people ,, ho had "to stand about 
from morning till e\'ening." Jethro. his father-in-law, ad\'i-..ed .\foscs 
to ,elect able men from among the people to assist him ( E:--..od . 
18: 14- 23 ) . 

The Bible in,ist" that all the la\\s \,hich an- found in the Coch-, 
\\Cre gi\'en to ~Io<..es b) YHYH L:--..o<l. n : I: '.H: 3; 2 1: 12; Dcut. 
5: ~3-31 . The~ \\ ould ha,e been gi, en di1 cc tl~ to the people in 
the same \\a~ and on th<.· same d,\~ a.., th(· \\"ore!.., \HTC µ-i,en arnid,t 
thunder and lightning. but the peoplt· "t·rt "af 1 .tid and ti cmbkcl 
and ,tood afar ofT, and ,aid to ~f <N'', ·You ,peak to u,, and "c 
"'ill hear; hut let not Go<l spc,tl .. to u,, k , t \\C die' ·· ( Exod. 
20: IB-1 ~I) . 

Dcuteronom~ i, e\'en more explicit. Following the g-i\'ing (lf the 
" ·or<l,, the head, of the tribes and the t>lder, < ame near to .\l<J-..t·, 
and ,aid: "For thi , grc,tt fin.· "ill <. on,umc u,: if ,, e he.u the , oirc 
of YH\'H our God .un more. \\ e shall die .... Go near, and he.tr 
all that YH\'H our God "' ill '••~ ; ,llld ,pLak to u.., ,tll that YH\'H 
our God ,, ill spt'ak to you; and "e \\ ill hl'ar ,tnd do it.'" Yll\'H 
wa~ plca,cd. ··The~ h,n ·e 1il{htl~ ,.iid .tll that they h.1\·c ,pokcn . 
. . . ,ou. ~Io,e st,rnd here h, me. and I "ill tell ,ou all the com-. . , 

mandment" and the tatute.., ,md the ordin,tnc cs "hich \ ou :-hall 
tea<h them .. .'' ( Deut. 5: 23-3 1 ) . • 

Ac cording to Deuteronom}, ~f ose, <. ommanckd the people that 
on the da} they pa ~ 0\ er the Jord,tn the~ ,hould .,ct up large stone, 
on ~fount Ebal and plaster them ,, ith pla,tcr and \\ rice upon them 
all the words of the Torah \Cf) plain I~, and build an altar there 
(D ')-.') 8 cut. _ / ..... - ) . 

lt is clear that in the course of time all l,rn.., came to be connected 
with and uperimposed upon tht.· OJ ic,inal \\"onls. The\ came to 
po.,....e,s the same authority and to claim the ,ame di\ inc' sanction.=: 

a Still latrr. tht' Phari ait· doctrim· c·:um· to lw J<T1 ptl'd in normati\t' Judabm , 
tha_t not on!~ all tht: laws of the Torah but a l,o :rll tht• ln:al int1·rprctatim1s 
wh1rh w1•rt' nohed :rnd accl'ptl'd h~ th1• r,1bhi, ,,1 tt• ~i\l·n to M o <'S at in.i i 
( ifra, on Ln. 26:46). 

But the prophet,, \\ hen the~ spoJ..e of the Torah of ~Io~e,, or the 
Torah of YHVH, clear l~ had in mind not the ,tatutcs and ordi
nance"', the customai: and ritu,11 Im,,, but onl) the \\ on!,, the uni
\ Cf'al moral law., of the original T or,th \\ hirh formed the basi, of 
the Cm-enc1nt. 

It is e:-..tremcly doubtful ,, hethcr in their ptt',<'nt forms Exodu, 
20 and Deuteronom~ 5; the Xa,h P.,p, rm,. tht· oldest manuscript 
of the D('< alog-ue, h,1s ,till a third \ cr,ion ttw De< alnguc con,ti
~t!tcd the cl<. tual \\'or~!-.. of the m icin,d Tot ,th. Had the original 
I orah of ~f <N's c ont,uned the de, lar at ion that YH \'H \ isits "th< 
iniquity of the fathers upon the < hildn·n to the third ,tnd fourth 
generation·' E,od . '.!0:5: Deut. 5:<1: ,u al,o Exod. :H :i, , tht 
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prophets would not han· dared to c hallengc it. \\·hen Je, emiah 
declared: ''In thn,e da, s tht·, :-.hall no longer ..,a,: 'The father-· ha\'c ~ . ( ' 
eaten "our grape,, and the children\, teeth arc ..,ct on edge.' But 
every one shall die for hi, cm n :-.in" Jer. 11: 29-30 , he was chal
lenging a popularl~ held hdid ,, hie h he regarded a.;. f alie. Tt wa, 
not <;anctioned in the original Torah. ELekiel too. who further elab
orated upon the doctrine of incli,·idual re"pon..,ibilit~, presented it 
not as a new doctrine, hut in refutation of a false do trine which 
had gained currency amonR the people a. a result of the widespread 
despair consequent upon national defeat and exile. " \-\'hat do you 
mean by repeatinR thi" proz·rrb concerning the land of Israel, 'The 
fathers haYe eaten sour grape.,, and the children's teeth are set on 
edge'? As I li,·e, says the Lord God, this prol•erb shall no more be 
u ed by you in Israel. Behold. all souls are :Mine; . . . the . oul that 
sins shall die'' ( Ezek. 18: 2-+ . \\'hat our present Decalogue, there
fore, declar~ about YHVH - that He vi it the sin, of the father, 
upon the children- was evidently not dabar, not Torah, but ju ·t 
mashal. a popular and erroneou!-i proz•erb. 

The Decalogue in its present form ( or form!--) wa probably un
known to Jeremiah and Ezekiel. It may well be that the ·ccond half 
of the c;econd \\'ord which speaks of visiting the . ins of the father. 
upon the children wa-, a later addition. 1 Thi, may be true a]<;o of 

4 The formula, "Ht· visits tht• iniquity of the fathrrs upon the children to 
the third and the fourth e;eneration'' occurs twice in Exod. 34: 7 and Num. 
14: 18. W ith the qualifyin!-( C'lause, "of th0se wh o hate Mc, but showini:: 
stradfos• love to the thousandth gl''1t•ration of tho e who IO\e Me and kcrp 
M \ COl"mandmcnts," it appt>ar in both the- Drralogues. lt is clearly not pm t 
of the so-called Thirtt't'n Attrihute of YHVH which arc enumeratrd in Exod 
34: 7. ·"rtually, only nine attribu tes are l'num<'rat\'d. The prophet Micah 
paraphrasrs th<'m in 7: 18 20 and sets thtir ori~in in carlit·st timl's: "as thou 
hast swo1 n to our fatht>rs from the days of old " 

Th•" arc all attributes of mercy, as M aimonides pointt'd out ( Guide to tht
Perple·ad, I, 54). What follows the cnumlration of a ttributl'S "but who will 
by no means clear the e;uiltv, vi:,ine; the iniquity of tht• fathl'rs upon th•• chil
dren"- is a later addition. uch a statt-ment i. cl1·ad y incongruou. in th<· 
cont< xt of th<· appt>als which arC' addressed to YHVH to forf!ic•e the sins of thl' 
pcopl<· which th,·y committed in th<' making of thl' Gold<·n Calf ( Exod. '.J2-34 
and in ccmpirint, to return to E"'' pt aftrr tht') hl'ard tht· report of the tweh 1· 
who wcr<' snnt to Sp\ out thr land of Canaan (~ um. I~ 14). 

The qualif) in~ clause which is found in the Deralol.{ucs is a softening of 
the formula which. as we ha, e . u~~l'Stcd. had gairn•d currrnc \ amon~ th1· 
people during tlw cata trophic )Tars of ,piritual ronfu. ion of the sixth ccntu1,. 
the two con flirting explanation, ,, hie h are gi,Tn for the in ,titution 
of the 'abbath found in the fourth \\ ord of the two Decalogue~. 
The Deutcronomic explanation, to recall the Exodu..,, probabl~ 
belong· to the North, and is the older ,·er...,ion. It i difficult to de ter
mine when and by whom these editorial additions \\Crc mack, but 
the, ~1~e clearly not part of the original Torah.:. 

;; It has been ar~urd that the D<'calogue could not be assigned to the tinll' 
of :Mos<'s lwca11s,· thl' explanatory co111rnt•nt of the fourth commandml'n t 
pn·. uppos<'s .1 p1·opk "who mak1• use of oxl'n for the labor of the fields, who 
pos c·ss housc-s, gat('S. which imply wall!'d citi,·s. and hence a s<•ttll'd communit\, 
whos<' p1incipal mC'ans of sub istencr is agriculture·• (Adolphe Lo~s. Israel. 
1922. Appendix. p. '.H5) . Thr explan::iton 1omment may of rou1se b· a lat1•1 
addition. llut it should also be r!'mt·mbc-rcd that M os1·s was addr<'ssing himself 
to m~·n who had recently come out of E1.rvpt where the-re:- certainly w•·n· ox1·11 
and houscs and ~atc-s and Sl'ttkd communities. The <' men had no intentio11 
of n ·maining permanently in the ianai wild< rnl'SS but were on tht•ir wa~ to 
establish settkd communities in Canaan. Mo 1·s could not anticipatl' all their 
lcgislativ<' nerds once they settkd in Cilnaan, but he certainly could kgislatl' 
a week]) day of rest from all labor. Profr,sor Lods a lso contl·nds that sinn· 
the D ecalogue is wholly occupied with moral and soc·ial rcsponsihilit ic-s, it 
could not be C'arlil·r than the eighth and st>v<'nth centuries, sinn· "we have no 
prooi that such an a ttitude was cvC'r cha rat tnistic of early lsra1·l" / p. '.~ 16). 
But that prrcis<'h was what was n•, olutionan· in tht' doctrinl's which ~Iosn 
brou~ht to c 11h br11l It wns 11 t h J,1,wl wliic•1 , n,ttd ti ut 
M C 11,· .111 I t .. 

ul tlul ho ,,h h 
su il>t d u1 011 11w l \\ 

t lw Tent i11 tht \\ ilch J II IJ\ the 
I) )1 C p •1 t 

pl.ttl Ill the fcm1 1 • in Jn 1 ,I< 11 .... J ,r dine \\,t ,t "i<le 
spread practice in the ancit'nt world to hm e tran..,uip:s <'f co Jc-, of 
law made on "tone . . telr , or tablets. But the pre-cxilic proph ~· t make 
no mention of two t,d>k, of ,tone upc n "hi< h the \\"ore.I,\\<""<.' \\rit-
tcn. Thi prnphct J c1 crniah i a,, .11 c of the \1 k 01 ,H ( 1,mt of 
YH\'If iu the Tc111pk. c1f \,hid1 thl people ,puke \\llh 1 ,u 
cncc, but he dot.·, not "·l) ,,h,tt it cont,tined. 

The account in 1 King:-. 8: 9 read,: ''There \\ a.., nothinr., i·1 the 
ark except the two tables of . tone w hie h ~1oses put there ;:t I Ioreb. 
where YHVH made a coYenant with the people of J<;ra ·L when 
they came out of the land of Egypt." lt i, not stated what " ·a<; writ
ten on the c . tones or w hcthcr an) thing was written. 

In the wilderne s, the people probabl) carried with them a ... im
ple portable Ark of YHVH.n Such , ac.-red portable tents \HTC po"-

11 m,y;"I 11,N . ;'I il' n,,:J 11,N ,c,;"l,,N;"I 11,N ,;,,;'I, 11,N 
. e~ed by early nomadic Arab tribe. bdorc the day..; of I ,lam. The,t 
tents represented for them the ac tuc1I pte,ence of the dci t,. Such 
arh, or boat,, or tent.... ,, ere abo c.arricd pror<..',,ionall~ in l:!.() pt 011 
the occa~ion of rcligiou. crrrmonic,. Port,1blc ,hrincs al, 1 .it cum
panied the .\ '-'-)Tian kin~, on their milita1\ c,unpaign,.' l11 I,1.id 
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the .\rk ",l" taken into battle, or "cnt bdore the pcopk to guid1· 
them on to their de tination. \\ hcnt, er the .\ rk ,t t out, an innll .1-
tion \',a ,· recited: ". \ 1i,t·, 0 YH\'H. ,tile! lt't th) enrmie, h•' ~cat
tered; and In them th.tt h.ttc thu flee bl fore thet· ... and ,, hen it 
rc..,:cd, the..· prayer" a-- uttncc.l: "Retttrn, () YHYH. to the ten thc,u
,,tnd tlrnu,,tnd, of I,rad·· : ·um. Ill :3 3- )h . 

In the :\rk there 111.t) ha,c bet n depo,itt'd the te,timonial ,torn 
"hich \ \a..; the\\ itnc,, to the ( OH 'n.tnt th.n had been made bet,\Cl'II 
God and the people at Sinai. J l \\ ,i.... .1 cn111111,in pr.1cti< e throu{!hout 
the ancient \, orld to ,ct up a ,torw. a ,tt·h-. or ,t ,L.tb to indicate that 
a C0\'Cnant had been m.1de or th,tt ,tn imprn tant c, ent h,1d taken 
place at ,1 gi,en lor,1lit). I n ju,t ,ll(h a manner did J,1cob nurk hi, 
ron·nant "ith Laban. ", ·o J acoh cook ,l ,tone, and ,ct it up a, ,1 
pillar" Gen. 31 : {5 . 1 he pillar then be< nme the token and tlH 
v. itne..;._ to the part Gen. 31 :52 . Jn,l,muth a..; ~lo-.e-.. and the 
people " en' on their \\ a~ to C,rn,1,rn, the «in1mcmorati, e ~torn· of 
their CmTnant could not he erected in the "ilciernc,,, from \\ hirh 
they were mm ing awa). It ,, ,1, ace ordinl!,h olM cd in the :\rk ,rnd 
carried along ,, ith them on their jou1 ne) • ~1p to the time uf tht: 
cros,ing of the Jordan l]osh. 3: 1 ,rnd the fall of J ericho Jo,h . 
6: 4-11 . The people " otild thti... ah, a):-. be reminded of their dutit:-
under the C:m·enant, their nc,., ,tatu a, the people of YHVH, and 
of YHVH, their Redeemer and P rnte< tor ,, ho " a, "ith them. 

The next ,, r hear of the Ark i, at Bctht·l J udg. 20: 27 and then 
at • ·hiloh I . ·am. 4: 3 . It h,1' been '-Ul!.gl·,tcd that the Ark m,1, 
have been pre, iou,l) located for a time ,ll . hec hem, "here Jo,hu:L 
made a cm cnant ,dch ;:di the tribe, of I .... r,tt'I J o,h. 2{ . The text. 
h<~"' e, er, d~e.., no~ mention the L1<1 of it, p1 e,cnc e.' 'ub:-.cquentl~. 

r1· M. :'\Olh, 7 he H Htor) of l s 11tl ( ! 11i8 , pp. 113-95. 
th, Ark. " a, moYed to Kiriath-Jea r im. tlwn to the hmM' of Obcd
cdom, the Gittitc. then to the Cit~ of D,t\ id and fin,1lh to the inntT 
~anc tuary in the Temple \\ hi< h Kin~ . olomon built 1 King, 8: I) . 
There it'" ••" pl,u-cd under the \\in(!:-.. of the..·< hnuhim 1b1d. ,0 th,ll 
the cherubim nude a < m e1 ing ,1 hm c it !. ( :Imm. 5: 8 . ·1 hi, c he,_ 
ubim-covC'r abm e the Ark bee anw the ,c,ll of di, inc r It·, atirni,. 
"And there I ,, ill meet ,, ith ~ ou. ,tnd I "ill 'IW,tk "ith , ou from 
abO\c the 1\rk-<o\cr, from hct·,H'<' ll the t,,< 1 hnubim ,~hi, h ,lit 
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m·er the Ark of the Tc timon~, of all thing<- \>\hirh 1 ,\ilJ give )OU 
in commandment for the people of J...rael'' ( Exod. 25: 2~ ) . 

\\'hether thr te-,timonia] ~tone which ma) have been placed in 
the Ark carried any writing upon it is difficult to r.;a). ::\,f any com
mcmorati,·c ~toncr.; in ancient time.., did. The narrative. in Exodu-; 
and Deuteronomy speak of t\H) table of stone variou ly called 
the "table. of the tcr.;timony,'' and the '"tables of the co\'enant" upon 
which YHVH, or ~1oses at the command of YHVH, had in
. cribed the Ten \Vords. The in~cription, according to Exod. 
32: 15-16, was graven on both ~idc, of the tables of stone. 

The prophet Jeremiah i.! not at all happy about the presence of 
the Ark in the Temple. It does not symbolize for him the presence 
of YHVH. Some day it v,ill di apprar and will not be mis ed. "And 
I wil1 give you . hepherds after my own heart, who will feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. And when you ha\·e multi
plied and incre~ ed in the land, in tho~e days, . ays the Lord, the) 
shall no more say, 'The ark of the covenant of YHVH.' It hall 
not come to mind, or be remembered, or mi. ed; it ~hall not be 
made again'' (Jer. 3: 15-16). 

-reither the Ark nor the tables of . tone nor the cherubim we-re
in the Second Temple. They had disappeared and they were no 
longer needed or mi~ ed. In the pra) er of Ezra ( ch. 9), wherein 
the ¼hole pa. t hi. tory of Israel from Abraham down to hi-; da) 
is recapitulated, the e\·ent at Sinai is, of cour e, recalled but no 
mention is made of the Ten \\' ord. or the tables of ~tone, or the 
Ark in which they were depo. ited; :-imply: "Thou did t come 
down upon 11ount inai, and . peak with them from heaven and 
gi\'C them rig-ht ordinances and true T orot, ~ood tatutrs and 
commandment. . . :• ( T eh. 9: 13 ) . 

8 

The Three Codes 

1-f here are three code:-. of ]av. s found in the Pentateuch: the Book 
of the Cm·cnant ( Exod. 20 2'.{ , the so-called HolinC'-S Code 

( Lev. 19- 26 ) , and the Deuteronomic Code ( Deut. 5- 28 ) . There 
arc laws found elsewhere in the Pentateuch. They \\-Crc excerpted 
from thc~e codes or from the original ~ources upon which the code-.. 
themselves drew and for a \'ariet)' of reasons were placed where 
they arc. 1 

1 In this connection it is of intcnst to note thl' statt·ml·nt of R. Yudan (fourth 
century), quotin~ R. Simeon b. Yohlii (M·cond rt·ntury): "Mo~cs our Tcacht•t 
ga\c us in writin'{ three section [Parshiot] in the Torah. ('ach comprising sixt} 
commandments. They arc the sections deal in~ with the Passovt·r [Exod. 12: 1 ff.] , 
the Sl'ction d1·aling with dama~cs [Exod. 21: I ff.] and the section dt·aling with 
holiness" [Lev. 19:1 ff.] (Le,. Rabba 2+:5 ) . 

The Little Book of the Cm cnant, for example, which is found 
in Exodus 34. is such a partial. special-purpo-.:c extract of ritual 
pre-.<tiption,. Tt mit:ht \\ <"ll he th · t ·i-- <,mpi ln n ° 11d I .1.e t1•n 
c01n1nan1lnH nt-. h ch ,t < nnt. , l I t~ ,, l ·, h < 1 
insuihcdon thc-'l.1hk !'.\\ hicb f -..Jut i 111YH\'Il I ml 
:H: 2H . It!-. pu:-.cr ipt 1011, .1r1 found t l \\ 1 odu-... I ~ and 2 L 

' l ite- lei \ \1:d \h h ..i • tlh , I ndt tlw 
( \ 1 .111 I I k 11 tt 1011, nni< • 11 m r h 1 1 

cerpte<l \ \' 01 d,, a :-dettion. Thu e ,n-e other \\ orcl.., " hid, a re 
found cl. cwhrrc in the code'-. l t was a common practice to makr 
short "excerpt" or "epitome'' cock, out of the larger codes for 
special purpo:-<. -..:! 

-Si t· A11rin 1t S,·a r 1:aftern T nts .. d J. H Piitd1.11d J<bO\. p . l'>'l. 
Th t' l.m :-. "hich ,ire found i·1 I nititu, 11' ,,hilh. ,,ith one 

single c\.ccption ,. 21 ' , con,titute a li,t of t,,ehe unl;rnful ma1 -
riagc:, incest, and cxual ofTcnse~, also represent a spccial-purpo,c 
excerpt code. The. c law are repeated ~ub,tantiall) in the Holine,s 
Code ( LcYiticus 20 ) . 

o al. o is the ~pccial abbath law ( Exod. 35: 23 ) ,, hich pre
scribes the death penalty for the , 'ahbath , iolator and ordains 
that no fire hall be kindl d on the ·abbath day. Thi-; i" placed ~o 
that it follows the Sabbath ordinance which i" contained in the 
Little Book of the Co\'cnant ( £>-.od. 34: 21 ) . 

There arc abo la¼s \\,hich are included in the 1.trt?,cr collection-., 
but which arc repeated and elaborated upon <'l"e" here. -.uch ,1, 

the proper ob,cr\'anrc of Pas,O\ er, the Pa,( hal lamb anJ unk,tH·ncd 
bread [xod. 12, and the con,lClittion of the fir-...t-hnrn of men 
and hca'-t" Exod. 1 '.~' . Becau,c the enactment of thr-.c ht,,, i-... 
traced back to and is linked up \\ ith the I::-,.odu-., they a1 t' plau·d 
in their proper -..ct tin ~ in the I:,odu nar r,ttiH'. 

The term '\ ode'' when applied to thc-.c three r ollcc tion" of 
la\\, -...hould not be taken too litcralh. Thcv are not cock, in the 
strict ,ense of the ll'rm. The l,l\\ '> ,, hich the, contain an:. in the 
main, not ,y..,tcmatically an anged acu,rding to ,uhjcl t matter. 
I nter-.per-..ed among them arc exhort.it ion-... ,rnd adjur ,1tim1,. and 
in the Deutcronomic Code there Mc ,unclr~ ,pee< he, attributed 
to :\1cN''· a literar~ de, ice ,, hi< h " a, < omm•in amonL:" ancient 
\\ riter,. The,e rock-.. \\ ere handbook-; of in-.truc tion in doc trinc and 
pr.ic ticc for the people in all the ,, .1~" \\ hit h an: arreptabk or 
abhorrent to YH\7H, rather than lc1\\ boob for juri,t and magi,
trate, although here and there -.ertion, of the rode, ,cem to lw 
directed ,pcrifically to them. 1 hc,e rode-; apparent!) "ere at fir-.t 
compiled at Yariou, rcligfou-... crnt<.r, or ,hrim•-; at diff u cnt time, 
b~ unkno\,n hand.., from older ,ouru' -.:, before the) rccei,ed their 
final authoritati,c acceptance. :\fan~ of the la\\s \\ere opcratiH· 
long before thcv \\ere codified, and ,,hen thn , .. ere codified the, . ' 
"e1 e not at fir-,t form all) prom ul~,tted. 

In their (ompo,ition, the three < ode.., follow ,m idcntic,d pattr1 n. 
The) begin \\ith a general preamble , .. hirh ,tatc, the ohjcc.t and 
intent of the code. Then follow the di, inc \\'ord,, majClr rcligiou-... 
and ethical precepts, oracularl) dt'li\ c1 ed, a ,ort of matrix. for all 
that j.., to follo". They arc the nut lei of the code-; and their 
olde-.t ..,cction, and the) romtitute the ha,i-; of the CoYenant \\ hid, 
YH\'H made with 1 "fael at Sinai E,od . . H: 28; Deut. 4: 1 ~' . 
Then come the actual cnrpu:-. of la,\. a ,erit·, of commandment,. 
,t.ltute,, and ordinance-. of gTeatcr c.r k,,er hulk . . ·ome of thc,c 
Ia,,, arc grouped together in "P<'< ial <.ateguric, .... ,H h .. h the c atc
goric,d laws all ending- in .. he ,hall ~uni~ b<' put to ckLtth,' ' \\hie h 
are found in Ex.ndus 21 and Le, itit us 2() and '..!4. Tho-.e apodit tic 
la,,, probabl) bclon~ to the olde:-t -.tr,ttum of the· ro<ll•-.:. The <.ode, 
corn lude ¼ith an t'pilogut>, a peroration prnmi,inc, blcs.,ing~ for 
compliance ,rnd puni,hnwnt for di,ol,edi ·rn c. 
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The introduction to the C0Pe11ant Cod,, is Exod. 19: 1-25. The 

Words arc found largcl), though not exclusivcl), in Exod. 20: 1-
14. The corpus of the la""" i" Exod. 21 : 1-23: 5 and the Ble sings 
and Cur<;e are to be found in Exod. 23: 20-33. 

The introduction to the Holiness Code j<; Le . ] 8: 1-5. The 
\Vord" arc in Lev. l 9 : ] -18, 26-3 7. The corpus of the laws i ... 
Lev. 20: 1-26: 2. The Blc. sings and Cur. e. are in Lev. 26: 3-46. 

The actual introduction to the Deuleronornic Code is Deut. 
5: 1- 5. It follows an hi..,torical preamble in chapters 1-3 and an 
exhortation in chapter 4 : 1-40. The \Vord arc in Deut. 5 : 6-18. 
The corpus of the laws is in Deuteronomy 12-26 and the Blcs.1.,
ings and Curse: in chapters 27- 28. A<; part of the epilogue, 
Deuteronomy 27 contains a ritual of public anathema<;, ten or 
twelve in number, which were to be recited on Mount Ehal, 
imprecations which were invoked upon tho e who did not obe) 
certain laws- aH introduced by the word "cursed be." The. c 
laws are found elsewhere in the Dcuteronomic Code and especially 
in the Holiness Code ( Levi ti cu 19 and 20) and they are grouped 
together because in the main they refer to . ecret off emes which 
may escape human jurisdiction but cannot e. cape divine punish
ment.:1 

3 Sec ad Loe. lbn Ezra and the Rashbam. 
This pattern, while unm~ takable, is occasionally ob~cured b} 

later editing. Extraneous material is introduced here and there 
and it is necessary at times to bring together what ha. been 
scattered; but it is not too difficult to di entangle what had been 
plaited together. 

9 

The General Content of the Codes 

The 'itatutes and ordinances of the thrre codes reflect, of cour~c. 
the political, economic, and social conditions of the pcri{)(J, 

in which they ·were compiled and the . pecial interest of their 
final compilers. All three arc pre-exilic, though they may ha, 
recci,·ed some suppkmentation and editin~ at the han<l. of earl) 
postcxilic compiler- or scribes. In the main, the rarallel one 
another and the same laws, though not always in the same word,, 
are found in all three. Thus, for example, the ordinance. con
cerning the three annual pilgrimages are found in all three code._, 
although only the Holine'-s Code specifies the exact da\' and month 
of each. The Sabbatical Year (Shemitah ) too i found in all three, 
although the Deuteronomic Code mention. the release of debt in 
the seventh year, but not the solemn rest of the land. Common to all 
three codes are the prohibition of taking interest, the establishment 
of places of a 'ylum for the unintentional slayer, and <;ome other 
la,v"· But there arc <;omc la,vs "'hich arc included in orw rode and 
n< t i 1 .1 111tl < 1 • 1 1 t '1r1 'I ffcrenn· noth i11 I II t HI 
in t mph i . 

An t x.,rnpk in la l' i 
( :<,ck 11<11 the Hc1lin1,, 
"hut • 1 • l)l ( \ 

thi; l,t\\ < l 
C'rnl 

ln11 td1.ttth f 11 \\1 m . ., 

1th< 1 th ( ,0\ I'll .t 111 

t\ nn ti • ,uhjc-, t, 
• )Jl ... 1d1 ,1 1 l I It 

,I I . ti I l 

du-..i, c sanctuary l Dt:utcronom~ 1 ~) come the in~trnc~ ions con-
cerning the prophet ( chapter 13 ) . 

. contrm er,\ had Ion{! rn Q"ed in Y...rael between th" true and th<' 
fal•c propht l'- th v t' \\'ho cli,m1 ). I. d pi. · I , "·r Y 11' i m and 
tho 1· ,,ho ,,ere t,1intcd ,,ith R.1ali .... m ,md reflected till diffe,enn 
H hirh cxi,tcd bet\, ccn the rdigiou, kadc, s of the pcop • ,, '10 I ,1 1 

as,imilatcd thcm,ch'C, in some manner to the life a11' l adopH·d 
~omc of the religious practice, of the inhabitants of Canaan and 
apprm·ed of ~uch an assimilation, and tho. e who "ere v:olentl~ 
oppmed to it. The "truggle <.:ccm~ to ha\'e begun earlv at1d r,aincd 
in intensity in the ninth century, when the battle a~ainst religious 
syncrcti..:m was joined in earnest both in the N orth and in thr 
South. The prophet Elijah ( ninth cc-ntury) ,, a<; tlw lc,1der in 
the struggle in the ~ orth . He !'\trm·e to check the snrcad ' f 13aali:-m 
\\hich was being , i~orou,ly promoted hy Kin~ Ahal>·, Phoenician 
"ife, Jezebel, and her army of Baal pric,t, and prnnhct,. In tht 
South, Jehoiada, the priest, led the re,·olt agaimt Athali:ih. daug-htl'1 
of Jezebel, ,,ho '"a aJ...o spon:-orin_g Ba,d \\or,hip in .J11d,th . The 
struggle continued through the ,uccccding ccnturie, :-ind c,cn 
true prophet of YHVH attackLd the fal,e prophe·s. It " 1-; ,till ;1 

,torm~ i,,uc in the d,1) " of the Jo,iahnic rdo1m:1.t i(l11 . \\" itnc:,, 
the f1cqucncv and int<'n,ity of the dcr11mri,1timi,.. of J cn·mi,th, .i 

contunpor.ir~, agai11,t "the p1 ophet!- [ wh11J arc prophe,~ inc. lie, 
in my name; I did not -.end them, nor did I comm,md them c,1 
,peak to them. The, .tre pwrhe,) ing- to ,·m1 a !vim?, , ·,·~:1. ,, orthle,, 
di,·ination, and the dcteit of their o,,n minds" du-. I+ : 13- 1-1. 
l'I al . . ~ot long thcrc,iftcr. we find E✓t·kicl denouncing tlw prophet, 
who "h,t,·c uttered delu, ion-... and 'l'lll lie, .. and mi,led the pcopll· 
( U :8). 

But in the po tc\.ilic d,t\, \\ hen the final rom//falion of tht' 
Holin<·,s Code tool-.. place. prohabh in Bab~ Ion. the i-......11t· " a, no 
longer , ital. Jdolatr) ,ind wor,hip of other gc d-. " erT 1w lo nge1 
a pre-..cnt danger to the monothci,tic faith of the people of Judah. 
The~ "l'rt' now ouhicle Judah' .., gra, it,itional field. Thl' n:ilc had 
bani,hcd them out of the life of the people .. \ prophet wa • n')t likeh 
to ari,(· again \\ ho " ould urge the people to " or,hip alirn god, 
or hm, dcm n to idol-... The pre, ailing religion of the king, 11f Persi,1 . 
of "'hich Pak,tine \, as ncm a pro,·ince, Zoroa,triani,m, clo"e ap
proached monothci"m, and \\ a, ,trornd) npp<N'd to imag-e-,, or,hip. 
It " ould not be congenial to an~ ,uc. h prophetic ad, enture in 
apo..,t,l,y. 

Furthermore, the H'f\ in,titution of prophet had b) now . eri
ou,ly lap,cd among the J udean .... The ~•Tat religiou, exhorter and 
reformer of the fifth centur), Etra, i, not called a prophet in tht 
Bible, but a '\rribe," a Sof i r. The " or<l of the Lord did not com< 
to him ! He read, interpreted, .md t opic:d the Torah for the 
people. The later rabbi, maintained th,tt prnphcq- ,tctu,1l1y ceased 
in Israel "ith the prophet-. Haggai, Zee ha1 iah, and ~1.tlac hi. "ho 
li\'ed in the latter part of the ,i\.th < entul\. ,oon afte r the rctu111 
from the Bab,lonian E:-..ik. • 

Hence, there i-. no lrgi,lation on prophci... in the H o]ine-;s Code. 
l'\m i, there in the Cm rn,rnt Cock. bt·c ,tu-..c at the time of it, 

< ompilation, ( tenth to nineth < t'ntun u .c .L. , the i.-suc had not 
)<'t bc·rn '-harply dra,,n. 

The in,titution of "prophet" ' ( Sa/)1 a, ,ul It, and by that n.unc. 
;ind of "band"i of prophet~ .. U/1: b, I X , lnim or J,aha/..•at Nehum ), 
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!-ccms to ha Ye made it\ appearance in I rael af tcr the establishment 
of the monarchy, althoue;h ... ccrs and . ooth aye~ e>.isted from 
earlie,t times. During the period of the Judge:--, which la-;ted over 
two hundred years, we have no record of any prophet. There i.s one 
rcferen e in the Book of Judge. ( 6: 8) to an anon) mou prophet. 
Deborah is ref erred to as prophete. ~ (J udg. 4: 4 ). It ic; likely, 
however, that the. c arc th ' appellativc..s of a later time which are 
here predated. . amuel, who presided at the founding of the 
monarchy and anointed the fin;t king of Israel, is ralled ... abi but the 
writer takes pains to point out that ''he who is now called ,1 

prophet [Nabzl was formerly called a seer [Ro'eh],"' ( I am. 9:9 ). 
Mo e. i. . eldom ref ered to a. Na bi. He is called the "Man of 
God" or the " ervant of YHVH." In only one late in tance 
( Deut. 34: 10) docs the Pentateuch appear to rla. s him with 
prophets, but even there the purpo. e is clearly to point out the 
difference between him and the other prophets: "And there has 
not arisen a prophet since in Israel like ~lo. es, whom YHVH 
knew face to face." The contra. t i even more . harply drawn in 
( um. 12: 1-8) : "Hear my word. : if there i.;; a prophet among 
you, I, YHVH, make myself known to him in a vi! ion, I peak 
with him in a dream. Not so with my . ervant Mo es; ... ,vith 
him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in dark. peerh: ... 

It i"" quite likely that the in. titution of N abi is of non-I racliti. h 
orig=n. The noun Nabi is probably a loan-word of non-Semitic 
origin. The rather obscure narrative in chapter IO of 1 amucl 
may, in this connection, be in. tructive. Saul meets up with a 
"band of prophets'' at Gibcath-elohim "where there was a garri. on 
of the Philistine .'' The Philistine were noted for their preem;nr ncc 
in divination, . orcery, and magic. I. aiah chide hi people "b 0 cau. c 
thev are foll of diviners from the ea,t and of sooth ayer like the 
Philistine-;" ~ I...a. 2: 6; -;ee also 1 'am. 6: 2, 2 King 1 ? ). _"au! 
meets a company of such dervi. hes "coming down from the high 
place with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, cnrra.c;ed 
in prophesying.'' Infected by their frenzy, ·aul played the rroohct 
in thl" m;d""t of them. The people who , aw him said to one a'1other: 
" '\\'hat has come over the on of Ki. h? h Saul also amon~ the 
prophet<;?' And a man of the place answered, 'And who is their 
father?' ,. This ambiguous phr~ e seem~ to sugge t that the- b ·md 
of prophets belonged to another people, and the speaker c,orc~sed 
amai'cP1ent that aul would as.ociatc himself with them. The fact 
prophesied in the midst of a company of alien prophet, <:ho- · Id not 
be surprising. In the <;toq of Balaam ( Tum. 22 24), it is a 
non-Israelite prophet from Upper Euphrates, who '"a, hired by 
Balak, k;ng of Moab, to curse brael, upon whom "the ,pirit of the 
Lord"' de. rended ( um. 24: 2). Because a man helonr,-cd • o an 
alien race or people did not automatically disqualify him frrm hcing 
a prophet in the eyes of the people. The heathen also produced 
prophets. 

The in""titution of ''guilds of prophets" who were attached to 
a sanctuary, and were presided over by a superior, wa C"nied by 
the Israelites from the indigenou population . ome time af+er they 
settled in Pale. tine. 1 It had been an c sential feature of trr r"li(l'ion 

1 This was already point!'d out by Kurn!'n ( De Profeten, IC , 227 f.) and 
later by Wcllhausen, W. R. Harper, and others. 
of Canaan and Phoenicia from time immemorial. The Phifo;tinc, 
in all probability brought it\\ ith them from th<'ir original homcl:tnd 
in ti. C-rd " ·Id f,n, C1tt,· o \ ),. "h I 

I I l hl th "'- ,)f . I ) () ,l I n· ,n h,t 1 I h .1 )( i.tt"o 
of e t,\t1c ptoplH·t ,·olJn<•c-t<-d \.\ ith ti ·111 

It j., from th~ tim nf th(;" Philis i1 
that ' ' the f l 

\\ ,. find 
I . t I 

Ill,lll~ (,tt.l k-Philistinc-Ca11 .. ,i. it· 1 1 -~ '"'S , mu11g- the 
Hebrew prophets. Especiall} arc the~ in C\ idcncc in the Elijah
Elii-ha peri cope in the Book of Kings. 

The g-od of prophcq among the Greek" \\ ns .\pollo, a rnmple, 
dci1~ of m:my fun rtic,n,. " ·ho m.n Ii n1 I I I hi rnigin in A .t 
l\l i11or, "here mam "hrinc ,, c, e dcdi< atcd to him.:! lit: ,, :1, t n-

2 But ~!'C Rolwn Danit'! ~1ill1•1". Th, 01i.r: i 1i and Ori.i:inal Nature of Apollo, 
Philadelphia, 19 'i9. 
dowrd not only with the power of prophecy, but also \\ ith that of 
healing. He was . ometimes called "Iatromantis"- heal,.r an ·i '-Ccr. 
Asdcnin'- was his son ( i.e. of . imilar functions ) who inh.- ~:i,.d hi ... 
father' · healing art and wac; able to re ' tore the dead to li'--. nollo 
was ;,Jr:o the god of mu"ic, and mu.·ic wa" frcquent1•• •1·e a,
comnaniment of prophecv. The lyre was hi.:; . prcinl ;.~ ' ••• ,,.,1"nt. 
OrphPP~ was hi . on, who received from hi-; father 11

' " 1 
•• • :ind 

the P'ift of mn. ic. Apollo came al,o to be known as t''" .... ,_tTod, 
Phochu'--. nollo, who rode in a ficrv chariot drawn h, r • •, c,. 
Phaeton. hi :son, wa given p"rmi.,,ion h~ hi ... father • 1 

· ,. • the 
. un-chariot aero.. the h. Apollo \\ as ho1 n under ;, "' 1• , tree 
and that tree" a. --acrt>d to him. The ra\C·n "a, .1s,nci:1tt'<1 • • ' , him. 
as a ,, mhol of hi, role a, propht·t. Thl' bm\ and ,1rrnv· • ' \\'l'tT 
a~,oci.itrd with him. He i.., "the god of the ,ih er h r,w •• 'T ' ,, a, 
long of hrtir, a characteri,ti< fratu1t· of .\ polio. He i • ', ·~•1•·11th 
rcpre,ented as carrYing a m:rntle the mantk o f pron' '~l'n
er;,lh a t ound hi, ,boulders, ,Jun!.! o, er hi, Mm th" .. '"Pll() 
Beh cclc e'' in the Vatican ) or dre,-.ed in .1 Inn~ J,, • • 11nil. 
fa-tcned around the wai,.;t h" a ~inlk, the rhlanw, 1 •1• ·r,uf 
fa,tencd on the ,boulder,, and falling down the h;ick ·n r" ' ,! ( tht· 
" .\p·>llo Citharoedu-,•· or "\[11,agctt•,," a)._n in the ,. . ·="an ' . 

p<1llo \\ a~ preeminenth iclcn ificd ,,ith 1itu,tl lustratinn TT· ,,.i, 
the god of purification. Hi, i,bnd bitthplarc, Delo . wa-.; r 'll'' i.tll) 
guarclt'd to pre,en·c it" ,acramcntal purit). 

:\II the,e features one find, in the kgt.·nd, "hirh an· : 1 '"rwiated 
\\ith the prophetic career,; of Cl ii,th ,md Eli ha. Thn arc ·,qt nnl) 
prophet, hut healer . :\Io~c ... and ,' amuel performed ro J,calin l! 
miracle,. Elijah and [li:-ha performed m ,lll ), and in mo,• in t 1m c, 
miracle.., quite unrelated to their role.; a, champion of ·HYH . 
Eli,ha re<1uircd music. a minstrel to pl,l\ the h re, before the "Pirit 
of YH\'H could come upon him 2 King, J: 15 . Before hi-, time. 
prophet-; and seer, required no mu. ical m erturr, to their pronhrti< 
utterance. Elijah ascend-; to hca\"en h) a \\hirh\ind in a chariot 
of fire and hors;e of fire 2 Kimt, 2: 11 . ~ o other prophet hefore 
Elijah ascended to heaven in a fien chariot. In the ca,e of tht' 
righteous Enoch. of \\ hom tradition m,1intai1wd that he, too. did n o t 
die a mortar" death, but w a<; transported to hea\ en, there wa no 
chariot of fire to tram.port him. The tc,t ,imp!) tatr,: "Enoch 
walked with God; and he "a not, for God took him" ( Gen. 
5: 24' · 

\\"hen Elijah fled from the ,..rath of Jczchd. he came to Bce, 
~heba, and from there, a <la~·· journl'~, hl' r,tnH' into the "ildernr .... 
. rnd .lt do\\ n under a broom t, cc CJ;'i ) \\ hnc the angel of the 
Lord Yi,ited him and brought him food I King I q :4-5). \\\· 
sugges;t that the "01 d Ct''i broc .m tree . ,hould be read, b\ ,t 
tran-;po,ition of letter-;, i~i, -a p.tlm tree thr trc • acred, tci 
prophecy. In Judge._ 4 ; + ,., e rc,td th,1t "Dd>orc1h, a prophrtr-..., 
. . . u,ed to sit under the p,tlm [ tree~ of Dcbor,lh •1 b t\H'l'n Ram.th 

a .,,,.,, ,~l"I, D<>borah" palm lrt't. 

and Bethe] in thr hill countf) nf [phr.1im ; and the people t1f 
hrael ram up to her for judgmt nt:· 
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In hi, hiding- place b~ thr brook Chcrith, Elijah is feel by the 

ravens. "I have comman<lcd the raven to feed you there" ( 1 Kings 
17: 4-6 ) . Elijah, it is pointed out, was a hairy man ( 2 King 1: 8 ), 
and he carried a mantle v,ith him Z'111l5 other than the girdle 
this mantle of propheq,4 he performed miracle . It is this mantle 
or leather which he wore about his loin ( iw i1l~ ) . \,Vith 

4 St'e Zt'ch. 13 : 4, "On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision 
wht'n he prophesies ; he will not put on a hairy ma nth- [ ] in o rder to 
dt'ceive, but h t' will say, 'I am no prophet, . . . " 
which he let fall when he ascended to heaven, and it was picked 
up by Eli ha who, in turn, proceeded to perform miracles with it 
( 2 King 2 : 8-I 5 ) . 

The prophet Elisha di\'ines by means of the bow and arrow 
( 2 King 13: 15-19 ) . He ends a mes. age to aaman, commander 
of the king of yria, who wa a leper, and tells him to "go and 
wa h in [the sacred waters of] the Jordan even times, and your 
flesh hall be rcc;tored, and you shall be clean'' ( 2 King. 5: 10 ). 
He also purifies and "hea~ " the waters of the spring near Jericho 
( 2 King 2: 19- 22 ) , and purifies the food of the prophetic 
fraternity from its taint of poi on and death ( 2 Kings 4: 38-41 ) . 

The strange . tory recorded in 2 Kings 2: 23- 24, of the mall boys 
who came out of the city and jeered at Eli ·ha, saying1 ~•Go up, you 
bald head! Go up, you bald head!" whereupon Elu ha cur. ed them 
in the name of the Lord and two . he-bears came out of the woodi 
and tore forty-two of the boys, perhaps al o deri\'es from some 
myth connected with Apollo who, among other names, had al. o the 
title "Kaurotropho ,, ( rearer of boy ) , or Artemis, one of who:c 
symbols was the bear. Artemi wa , clo ely a:sociated with Apollo. 
They were twin , i.e., they originally po . e ·ed identical function .. 
She was ea.ily angered and would send a bear to punish tho e who 
refu ed to honor her. Artemi and Apollo. lew the numerou children 
of iobe for haYing slighted their mother, Leto. 

Artemi wa also the godde. who prevented sterility. The hu
nammite woman, who had no son. and whose hu ·band was old, 
received the promi e from Eli. ha : "At this ca. on, when the time 
comes round, you hall embrace a . on" ( 2 King 4: 11- 1 7). 

One should not pre. s the parallels too clo:cly, but the Apollo
Artemis myths do . eem to shed some light on many of the legends 
\\hich are recorded in the Bible about Elijah and Eli,ha. 

Prior to their entrance into Canaan and the confederation of the 
tribes, the Israelite. pos~e sed no organized priesthood and no guild 
of prophet.;"i faraeliti~h guilds of prophets made their appear-

11 Professor Peder rn poin ts out that th is was true also of the' Arabs, whost· 
lack of national unit}' prrventt'd the form ing of great priesthoods and as. o
ciations of prophe ts a ttached to a sanctuary (John Prdt·rscn, "Thr Rok 
Played by I nspircd Pr rsons Amon.~ the Israelites and thr Arabs," in Studies 
on O ld T estament Prophecy, V olume prc-sented to Professor T . H . Robinson. 
1950, p. 139). 
ance ub. equent to the establishment of the monarchy and 
grew in number and acceptability in the succeeding ccnturie . . G 

Ahab inquire. from a compan) of about four hundred prophets 
6 A la te " moderni1r d" version of the Sa ul episode tells of a compa ny of 

prophets at Naioth in R amah, with Samud " st::indinl{ as head over them" 
(1 Sam. 19 : 18- 24 ) . 
the Saul episode tell of a company of prophet~ at aioth in Ramah, 
with Samuel " tan ding a head over them" ( 2 Sam. 19 : 18-24 ) . 
Ahab inquires from a companny of about four hundred prophet.' 
whether he should go to battle again t R amot-gilcad ( 1 Kin~.., 22: G) . 
Eli'-ha, unlike hi, master Uijah. \\ ,1, k .. 1un of tH h , u llli m uf 
prop he s who \\ crl und< r h ':-, cl , 

In l.ucr time~ \,hen the in tit ninn f p l h u Id,, hrnrm\cd 
frorn the Cana.111ite, or Phili tin<' , had b1 L" tll b,llll1<ini.1ed ,, ith 
tlw cult ol YII\ 11, i ,,. ~\ 1 a ..\1.,-. lil I • IH. nu,(" uild ... h,ld 

1 

• 
{ -.:hri111· .111d .1 m d l t <' I • I . 

\\ CI C presided O\ CI L~ ,t lhiLf.. lo,c, 11ll"l , 1t \\.t.., held. ~.1then:d 
at the T ent of ~1eeting in the wildcrnc. s where the prc,cnce of 
YHVH re, calcd it~elf, '\e,·cnt) men of the elders of the people, and 
placed them round about the tent. Thrn the Lord c.ame clo wn in 
the cloud ,ind ~poke to him, and took onH· of the -..pi1 it th.it was 
upon him, and put it upon the -..eH·nt~ elder-.., ,11 d \\hen the pirit 
re..,tcd upon them, tht'} prophc-,icd ,._ ithout stopping.'' 

\Vhen two members of the guild, Eldad and ~Iedad, prophe.iccJ 
in the camp a\\ a, from the Tent of Meeting, and Jo~hua called 
upon fo e to forbid them, 110 e replied: "\Vould that all the 
people of YHVH were prophet , that YHVH would put hi . pirit 
upon them" ( um. 11 : 24-29) . 

But the acceptance of the in titution of Nabi in I. rael wa<; late 
and the Deuteronomist suggc. ts that it ww finally ·anctioncd as a 
Yahvi t-1: raclitc counterfoil to the long e. tabli hcd Canaanitish in
stitution. The people asked for it, even a., the} came to a,k for a 
king to rule O\'er them . .Neither \\ as part of the early social and rcli
giou tradition of the tribes upon their entrance into Canaan. The 
people \Ve re warned a ,._ .1y from the di, iner, the sootlba~cr, the 
augur, the o.;orccrcr, the charmer, the mcc.lium, the \\ i,.u·d, .111d t hc 
necromancer. T hc,e wrre an abomination to YH \ 'H, for "YHVH 
your God has not allowed you ,o to do."' But "YH\'H ~ our God 
will rai..,c up for you a prophet like me from anwn-: )OU, f1om your 
brethren . ... jmt a-.; )OU dc,ired of YH\'H )Our God at Hor eh on 
the day of the ,A.,!'-emhly, .. . And YH \ TI ..,aid to me, •·1 he~ 
ha\'C rightly ,aid all that they ha, e ,pokcn .... and I ,, ill put my 
word , in his mouth, and hr ,hall -.;peak to them all that I command 
him .... But the prophet ,, ho pre,unw. to ,peak a " ord in m) 
name \\ hich l ha, c not commanded him to "Pl',lk, or " ho ,pc.lb 
in the name of other ~od-.., that . amc prophet ,hall die' '' ( Dcut. 
18 :9-20 ) . 

The in .... titution of .\'abi i:- recogni,cd but the prophet mu,t be a 
H ebrew from among his m, n brethren, and he mu,t peak onl} in 
the name of YHYH and in Hi, behalf. 

Tot all the p rophets of I,rael were members of profe"ional com
panie' and belonged to an organized craft. .1. a than, :\hijah, ~l ich
aiah, J ehu, and [lijah ~tand out a . trong per,onalitie-.. ,,ho mo, c 
alone at the behest of their piritual mis,ion . .. Ec, ta,~" such as char
acterized the band, of ,ooth,a)cr:-, is nc,·er a,soc ia ted ,, ith them. 
The literary prophets ref u,rd to be clas,ified ,, ith the guild, of 
prophets. Amos retorted an~ril> to Amaziah, the pric,t of Bethel: 
"I am no prophet, nor one of the ~on of the propheb; but I am a 
herd man, and a dre..,_ er of . ycamorc tree", ,rnd YH\'H took me 
from following the flock, and YHVH ~aid to me, 'Go, prophes) to 
my people farael'" (Amos 7: 10-15). l he te1m " .\'abi'' came to 
have a wider connotation as time went on and ,, a.-; broadly incor
porated into the . pecch of the people, but the rontent and the fu ll 
implication of the term remained a matter of great cont ro, er , . 
Thu · the prophet J ercmi,1h, ,, ho more th,rn ..in) other d,, elt up;n 



31 - SILVl:R ~lo"r" and the Original Torah 11:d 2x25 Bak. 
the true meaning of the term, drew a sharp di. tinction between 
prophet and prophet. "I ha\'e heard what the prophets have said 
who prophesy lies in ID) name, . a1ing, 'I have dreamed, I ha\'C 
dreamed! ... ' Let the prophet who has a dream tel1 the dream, 
but let him \.\ ho has my word . peak my word faithfully. \Vhat has 
straw in ommon with wheat? .. .'' (Jer. 23: 25-28). The dif
ference between the true and fabe prophet wa. not only a matter of 
what they prophesied hut how they came by their prophecy. 

The Holine. ~ Code and the Covenant Code also ha,·e no laws re
garding kings. The Co\'enant Code wa. compiled ju. t prior to or 
in the early days of the monarchy, when the institution of royalty 
was still relatively new in I rad. The original Covenant Code may 
not even have contemplated the e:tablishmcnt of a monarchy in 
I. rael. There was resistance to it, as evidenced by the attitude of 
Samuel. It was established under the pressure of fear camed by the 
inva..,ion of the Phifo,tines. The pro\'ision for fO) alty which amuel 
wrote down and which are al ·o found in Deuteronomy did not 
find their way into the Covenant Code. 

By the time the Holine. Code received its final compilation, 
royalty had long ceased in I. rael. Judea wai now a conquered pro
vince under Per. ian rule. Any talk of a Judean king would be re
garded as treason. Even the rebuilding of the walls of Jcru ·alcm 
was met on the part of the enemie of the returning exiles "' ith the 
charge: "\\That is this thing that you are doing? Arc you rebelling 
against the king?'' ( N eh. 2 : 19 ) . 

There are other laws which are found m one or another code 
but not in all three. 

There are other law. which are found in one or another codl' 
( Le\'. 18 : 21 ; 20: 1-5) have harp ordinance against the burning 
of children as . acrifice...,. The Covenant Code has no . uch ordinance 
for child-sacrifice had not yet been practiced among the H ebrew .... 
The sacrifice of children, c ·p cially of the first-born, to Baal or 
M oloch was common practice among the Canannitc and other 
Semitic people·. The Israelites, when they settled in Canaan, lcarm·cl 
the pt act ice from them. The Bible i: clear on this point: "Take 
heed to yourself that you be not ensnared to follow them, . . . that 
you inquire not after their gods, . a}in~: 'Hov, used the. e nation.., to 
~ r\'C their god'i? C\'Cn so will I do likcwi'ie.' You ..,hall not do ,o 
unto the Lord your God; for e\'ery abomination to the Lord, ,, hich 
He hates. have they done unto their gods; for CYen their . ons and 
their daughters do they burn in the fire to their gods'' (Deut. 
J 2: 30-3 1 ; sec al o 18: 9-12). 'rhis i-. reflected also in the historical 
P a im l 06: "They . . . mingled them. elYes with the nations, and 
learned their works; and they ser\'ed their idol., ... they sacri
ficed their sons and their daughter. unto demon , and hcd innocent 
blood, eYen the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom 
they ~acrificed unto the idol· of Canaan., ( Ps. 1 OG: 35-38) . 

The wor. hip of Moloch, to whom a temple was erected in Jcm
salcm as early a. the da) s of King Solomon ( 1 Kings 11 : 7) became 
more general in the day. of the later kings of Israel and Judah and 
it wa not limited to the sacrifice of the king)· fir. t-born ( e.g. King
Ahaz, 2 King. 16: 3 and King l\fanasseh, 2 King. 21 : 6) . The com
mon people also . hared in the practice. There was a special site 
appointed outside the walls of Jerusalem in the Valley of Hinnom, 
called Topheth, '""here thes • sacrifice"' were made. The prophch 
Jeremiah and I:zrkicl hitt1·tl) d1111,111 1 1 th; ,lL minal>l p1.1ctic, 

Jlr. H:): l<i r.; .l:.J. L k. !Li _. l. \{i< 1 d 
moni h ·s the Jll'oplc- to r<'mc-mht r th.it j1e;e of< l11lcl1u1 \\ ill 
1101 , Lt one fo,· orn•· "'11-. :q.!,,tin,-t Cod: • :-,}\.11l l \ C m~ fir t-1 >rn II fnr 
m, tt,lll._ 1e-.-.io11. the: (ruit cf Ill\ h J f< 1 th~ ._111 of 111, ._ntil.'' 

l . h t . . I he r,111 < f t l,fr i,l j.,. .ttll'lhl 
to the fa< t that "the~ < au,Ld tlu: 11 ... ou-, ,md <laughter-, to p.1 ... , 
through the fire· ' ( 2 Kings I 7 : 17 ) . One of the principle acts of 
the rcf ormation under Jo,iah was "to ckfilc Topheth, which is in 
the Yc11ln of the ..,on of Hinnom, th.tt 110 man might makr hi, ,on 
or ftj.., cl.1ught<r to pa ...... throu gh the fire to \lolorh'. .! King ... 
'..!3: 1 () . Th<· cu ... tom mu,t ha, c contimu:d till the time of the l:xile. 

J. C. Fra1er doubts that the Hehn:,\~ borrowed the ru tom fr om 
the anaanites. "\\'hen we remember, ho,,c,·er, that the lsraclitc!
were of the . ame emitic . tock as the population they conquered 
... and that the practice of human sacrifice is attested for man) 
branchc: of the ' emitic race, we shall, perhap. , incline to surmise 
that the cha. en people may haYe brought with them into Pale. tine 
the seeds which afterwards ~prang up and bore such ghastly fruit 
in the \'alle) of Hinnon." 7 H owe\·er, there is nothing to sub...,tantial< 
Frazer's '-Urmi e, and no e,·iclencc of ..,uch "seeds'' arc to be found 
in the records of nomadic I ..,rarl, or of I -;rael's life in E~ypt. 

The practice ,, as Canaanit1,h. The lsr,1ditcs adopted it a, thn 
adopted other cult practice-; conncctt'd "ith the Cana.mite ,, ur-....hip 
of Baal and .\ starte. 

It i, for the ,ame rca'-on that onl~· the later Dcut<'rnnomic ( '<1clt
and not the earlier C<wenant Code cont,1im, ,tn ordinance ,u~.1i11 ... 1 
sacred pro,titution (Drut. 23:18-l~l; in R.~.\'. 17-IB. ··Thnc 
shall he no cult pro,titutc of the <l,tu{!htc-r, of J...r.trl, neither ._hall 
there he cult prostitute of the ..,on, of J._racl." Thi, ,, a, a nigh uni
, er,al practi(e a ...... ociatcd with the krtilit~ cults of ancient C:anaa11 
and of nci«hborin1r Phoenicia. It \\ ,1, practiced almo ... t C\ en whcr e ~ ~ . 
in \H'stern .\ -.ia \\ here the frrtilit~ l!,Odclt-... s under the name of 
A ... htorcth :\,tartc , .\ nath. or _\..,ht-r,1h ,, ,l._ \,or-hipcd. It was ne,-cr 
part of the ,, or--hip of 1:.,/ l:.,fron or YH\'H of the HehH'\\.., ,, ho in
, ackd Canaan .. \ftcr tht') e11tere<l P,tle ... tinc. the Hebrew, in th( 
rour,c of time adopted ,omc of the cu,tom, of the nati\(' people, 
and their mode, of "or ... hiping their god, on the general principle 
( Deut. 12: JO : "How u,c<l the,c n,ttion, to ..,en·c their g-od,? c, en 
so will I do likewi,c .. so as to \\ in the fa, or of the )oral tutelan 
deitie,. The) did not abandon their cm n YHVH " or-hip; the~ 
simpl) ~) nuetized it \\ ith the rite, of the Im al Balli,m and _\...,he rim. 

Thi practice became quite general in I,racl and Judah at about 
the same time as that of the sacrifice of c.hildren. From Amo, dm, 11 
(Amos 2: 7-8 ,, c find ,·iolcnt denunciation, of it among the ..,pirit
ual leaders of the people "ho ah, a~, characterized it a.., "alien, .. a ... 
ha\·ing been introduced into I,rael through foreign in0ucnce ( I 
King~ 16 :31-32 . " And Judah did \\hat \ \cb c,il in the ,ight of the 
Lord, ... For the} a]..,o built for them..,ch c, high pl.tee", and pil
lar:-, and A:-hcrim on e,er} high hill <1nd under c, e~ green tree: 
and there ,, ere al..,o mak cult prn,titute, in the land. The~ did ac -
cording to all the abomination, of the n,Hion, "hich the Lord dro, e 
out before the prop le of I srarl'' ( 1 King, I+: 22-~+ ) . King :\ ... ,,. 
the third king of Judah ( c. 913-Ri 3 , put a,\ ay the male c. ult pro,ti
tutes out of the land 1 King, 15: 12 . J n c, CI) in,tance the cult of 
A,h ·rah i • a,so iatcd \\ ith foreigner--. The four hundred prophets of 
Asherah ,,ho faced Elijah on ~Iount Carmel ,,ere tho,c ,,ho ate.' ,ll 
the table of J e,rlwl, thr daughter of Ethb,1,11, kin~ of the Sidonian,. 
,,ho \\or,hiped Baal. She indll(_ed King .\h,ih to build an A_.,.herah 
in S~imaria, and p •r-,t·c utnl th(· prophet... of YHVH. It i • a .U idia-

7 



32 . IL \'ER ~fo,r .. and the Original Torah I I, l 2x25 Ba. k. 
nite woman who tempted the hraelite into the l;ubbah to perform 
the ritual act in the worh-.,ip of the Baal of Pcor. The zealou. Phinea, 
,, ent after them into the chamber, and pierced both of them to 
death ( N um. 25: 6-8 ) . 

There is another law which i-., found in the Covenant and 
Deuteronomic Code. but not in the Holine. s Code- the law con
cerning "citie, of rcf uge." 

In the e first two codes there are prm·isions for places of rcf ugc 
to which an unintentional stayer might flee to escape the blood 
avenger. The ·horter law is found in the Covenant Code: "\,\Thoe,·er 
strikes a man so that he die ~hall be put to death. But if he did not 
lie in wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I will 
appoint for ;ou a place to which he may flee" (Exod. 21: 12-13 ) . 
The place i • not designated. The ''place"' may ref er not to a city of 
refuge, but to the local shrine. where, at the altar, a man could find 
sanctuary. Thi. probability is enforced by the following ver-:e : "But 
if a man willfullv attacks another to kill him treacherou. lv, vou , , . 
hall take him from my altar, that he may die" ( Exod. 21: 14) . 

The Deutcronomic Code specifies that three citie. of refuge . hould 
be ct a"-ide ( they are unnamed ) "so that any [innocent] mansla;er 
can flee to them,'' and if I,rael'. borders will . ome day be enlarg-ed, 
then three more citic. are to be added ( Deut. 19: 1--10 ) . An earlier 
chapter in Deuteronomy . tates that "Mo.es et apart three cities in 
the ea t beyond the J ordan that the marn-layer might flee there, 
who kills hi neighbor unintcntionally''-and name. the citie. -
Bezer in the territory of Reuben, Ramoth in the territory of Gad. 
and Golan in Mana: eh ( Dcut 4: 41-43 ) . 

In Number 35 :9-34, we have a fuller . tatement of the law. 
There shall be . ix citic of refuge, three citie in Canaan and three 
beyond the Jordan, to which any one I raelite, tranger or sojourner. 
\Vho kjl] any pen-on without intent, ma) flee. These cities a re to be 
da ignated after the people cro. the J ordan, and according to the 
Book of J o. hua were so de. ignated by J o:-.hua (not ~1o.e. ) (Josh. 
20 ) . The six citie. arc the three east of Jordan, named above, and 
K cde,h in aphtali, Shcchem in .Ephraim, and Hebron in Judah. 

The purpo..,e of the law is dear. It was to mitigate the har·hne..,s of 
the primitive cu tom '" hereby the nearest of kin was duty-bound to 
become the a,·cngcr of blood, and to take a life for a He, rrg-ardle,-. 
of the guilt or innocence of the ..,]ayer. Under the new law, an acci
dental -.layer, .,,.. hen declared to be so b; the authoritie. , could flee 
and find a. ylum in one of the cities of refuge and remain there, 
immune from retaliation, until the death of the High Prie t. H e wa-.. 
then free to return home and could not be endangered an\' more. 

Customarily, a man could . eek sanctuary in any local shrine. 
Thus J oab fled from the avenging wrath of King Solomon "to tlu 
tent of the Lord and caught hold of the horns of the altar" ( l King.;; 
2: 28). \\'hen the reformation of J o iah abolished all local shrine-., 
or, even earlier, when King Hezekiah made the fir:-:t move to abol
i. h them, thi mode of rcf uge wa. denied the people, for only the 
T emple in Jerusalem remained. It wa. now more imperative than 
ever to have these cities of rcf uge in various parts of the country for 
ready acce. s and to " prepare the roads" leading to them. 

oon after the reformation of King Jo.iah Judah wa conquered 
by the Babylonians ( 586 B.C.E. ) . Political and social chao, cn.;;ucd . 
Tran.-J ordan "'as no longrr part of Judah. nor the rdugt· 
citic"> of ~he< hem ,wd K uk b, t , l'n r I Tt 1,r 
t' ,n , ' ·f 1 • • l t I tu , 
1 ,. D111in the P e , -.1, 111 pc11ncJ, Jurl,11 
11u111s pr o , in1 t' ,,ithin ., P,•1-.i , n ., ,. P' ,ind 
an.·,,. Thi-.. m,1, ,H { n 111t fc tl I c,t 1<. H, Jiu· " ( 

f 1 ''ll th, ndic ,11, tl1.1t tl 

lllf lH 

;..111.ill 

<luring the period uf H.1-.111< ncan exp,rn,1on 01 -,ulN .. qm nth, or that 
there wa"> need to reYi,-c them. The cu-.,tom of the "blood-a,·cngcr·· 
had lap ed and had gi\'en " a) to new concept'- of criminal law. LikL 
the Ia,v of the jubilee, it "a,, in all prnhabilit). a deacl-kttcr Ia,,. 
ne, er rcpc,tlcd, rn·, er cnfnrccd. 

'I here ,,ere c thn b,, ... which appt:-tr in< 1H u,dc and nrt in an
other. Thu, the Lm enant Code has no prm·i-.,ion for the titlu. \\'hik 
it provide that the fir~t-born of children and of oxen and sheep . hall 
be given to the , anctuary of YHVH, and off cring of the han·cst 
and of the wine pre ~cs ( Exod. 22: 29-10), it doe not fix the 
amount. The Deutcronomic Code, howeYer, . pecifically de,i~natc-., 
the amount: "You . hall tithe all the yield of . our seed, which come, 
forth from the field ;car by year'' (Deut. 14: 22-23) . But it is ,il 'nt 
on dedicating to YHVH the fir-.,t-born of children and i;;ay, rv i hing
about redeeming them. Their redemption i" pre,cribcd in the Littk 
Book of the m·enant ( .Exod. 34: 20 ). \\' r ,hall . ce later "hv the 
tithe wa•· made mandatory in J udah. 

In the Cmenant Code ( Exod. '.?0: 24-~G ) it j,_ ordained that ".\n 
altar of earth vou shall make for me:· An cm I h1 11 ,dt.u i, evid~nth ' . preferred. "And if )OU make me an altar of 1/onc. ~ou ,!1:1 11 not 
build it of he" n ,tone,: for if ~ ou , ... icld ~ nur tool upon it ~ 1m pro
fane it." The Dcutcronomi, Code no longet knm.._-.., of an altar of 
t·arth. The pn·,niption for an altar of ,tom·, i, rdaincd Dt·ut. 
2i: 5 . The Holinc~, C:odt· no longer kncm, of ,Ill altar of ,tone ,. 
There \\,ts no ,uch altar in the Templl', ,md the Bam ot Ii.tel Ion!! 
sim e been outhrn ed. 

t\ law c,·idcntl~ directed a~ain,t an ancient idolatrou-.. p1 act ice: 
''You -.hall not boil a kid in it-.. mother's milk., i, found ho.h in tlw 
Cm en ant Cmk [xod. '.!3: 19 ) and tht· Drutl ronomic Cock Dcut 
14: 11 ' but i, no longer found in the Holine-., Cock. ft \\ a, t·, i
dcntl) no longer required. 

The CO\ en.mt Code ha~ no lm, a~ain,t the drinkinl! of hlnocl or 
the eatinc: of fk,h contain int; blood, a pro, i,ion ,, hie. h is fnund in 
the Dcuteronomic Code Deut. 12: 16 ,rnd the H olinc,, Code I 

( Le,·. I 9: 26 . It ma1 \\ ell be that the practice, common amon~ 
the indigcnou-., population, had not ) ct !--prcad among the in\'adin!.!' 
I-.raelitei;;. 

~ or does the Cm cnant Code cont,1in the l,tw of the gleanin~ 
whic. h both of the other code,; do , Deut. 2-1-: I q and Lev. 19: 9 . 
Prm ision for the care of the needy had not yet reached the -.,tag-e of 
~pecific , ocial lu,:,islatio11. thou~h the code doe-. admoni-.,h men no1 
to afflict the \\ idem and orphan Exod . 22: 22 . 

:\"or doe it hm e the special admonition conn:rnin~ ju-.,t weight, 
and mea~urc~ "hich is found in the Dcuteronomic ' 25: 1 ~-1 G) and 
the H oline~s r LC\·. l ~) : 35-36 Codes. Bu,im•..,... acti, itie,, trade, and 
commerce had not ~ et de, eloped to a point ,dw1 c ,criou • problem, 
of bu..,ine, • ~tandarci-. and ethic,;; had ari~cn "hit h c,tlled for puuli< 
attention. 

There arc quite a fr,, I.m-., "hit h .1n· found exc.lu".-i\'rh in tht 
Dcu teronomic. Code J,rn, umc ernint; milit,11 \ "l'n ite, \\. ar, and 
the treatment of female c,tpti, -c-., in \'\.Ir, thl' t ,pi,1tion for an un
tra<.ed murder, la,,, of di, orcc and the It, irate m.trriage, and ,, h1 1 
shall or :hall not be admitted into "the a,,cmbh of YHVH." 

A gener,11 pri1H iplc of l.1,, is annourn eel in. the Deuteronomi1 
~:ode which i, not found el-.e,, hne, th,tt of indi, idu<ll re ponsibil-
1ty as oppo. ed to inhe1 itrd ~uilt: "Tht> f.uhc1, ,hall not be put to 
death for the < hildren, nor ~hall the ( hildrcn lw put to death for tht 
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father~; c,·e~ man :-,hall be pul to <leath fm hi O\\n sin'' (Dcut. 
24: 16 ) . Thi. I gal princi ple j:-, quoted almost verbatim in 2 King:-, 
14: 6, in connection ,vith the amnesty which King Amaziah of 
Judah ( r. 800-i83 B.C:.E. ) granted to the children of the <;ervanb 
who had murdered his father, J oa. h. He did this "according to 
what is written in the Book of the Torah of fose!-.. '' The Judcan 
chronicler of the Book of Kings must he referring to the law which 
is recorded in the Deuteronomic Code and which was alread~ 
known in the ninth century a part of the Torah of Moses. 

The prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel in their day \'igorously cham
pioned this prim ipk, and of the two, Ezekirl was the more emphatic 
and explicit ( chapter 18) . The dread exigencies of the times na
tional di. a. tcr, in\'a:-,ion and c>.ile. and the urgent need to rebuild 
the morale of the people, made imperati,·e a strong reaffirmation 
of individual re:-,pomibility, repentance and di,·inc forgi\'ene<:;s-the 
chance for the new generation to make a fresh start. \'\' e arc war
ranted in concluding that the contrary doctrine which is found in 
the . econd of the Ten \'\r ords a~ ,, e now ha \'e it, that YHVH "visit" 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children of the third and fourth 
generation of tho.·e \.-\ ho hate me,'' and which is restated in what ap
pears to be a later appcnda?:e to the Ii t of the attributes of YHVH 
fonnd in Exodus 34 wa"i not an accredited Yah\'i-,t dogma in the 
days of these prophet. , and \\R not regarded a.- a ''dabar." ~ 

11 See pa~f' 000. 

10 

The Covenant Code 

C.mccrning the d ate of the Book of the Co,·cnant, it is quite like!~ 
that it wa~ compiled in the days of Samuel, po~sibly by Samuel 

himself. Some ha\'C '-uggc:-,tcd that it was J o,hua ,.,.·ho was rcspon,i
ble for the Co,·enant Code and had it ,uitten down at Shechem 
(Josh. 24:25 ), but the form r i-. more likely. Thi:-- Code probabl) 
remained operati\'c in the ~orth after its ,eccs:-,ion from the united 
Kingdom. There wa. nothing in it which the orth c-ould find ob
jectionable. 

The time was ripe in the day: of Samuel to c-odif y all laws which 
had developed ~ince the people entered Canaan and to combine 
them with the earlier laws whic- h they brought with them. The 
tribc5 were now consolidating thcmseh-cs more and more, in the 
face of the Philistine peril. They were on the eve of forming a 
kingdom. A principal YHVH . anctuary, to which the representa
tives of the tribes would rally periodically, or on occasiom, as the 
case might be, to tran. act their common affairs, and to lay down 
general laws and regulations which were required by their c-on
fcderate life, had been in f''-i,lence for ,onw time .1t Shiloh hd ,re 
tht Pl 'li ; 1 r· t ~ '" 

, n, l ,·. ~. . • ~.u11111 1 jud ct '" l1fr. \ncl 
lie ,,ent 1,n .t 1i1t11 it ,i• .. r I)\ ,t:hr t, I 1d :\lu:p,d1: 
.,nd he juclgccl I ,1.il'l i11 :ll\ tht'l ,L,<'t, I d co111t· l>.i,k 
111 Ra1nah, f< r h , 11, I t l , d t • I 

Jll' ll<.L Lu l-..1 .. d" I '-t,tm i • I 1 1 c,tr,101d ' t,tn 

influence upon the rcli~iou.., life of the people, and as a result, it 
appear, that a rcligiou~ reformation took m-cr in "hich people "put 
away the Baalim and the A~htaroth and ,en-cd YHVII onl) ., 1 I 

am. 7: J-4 . ~amurl deemed it timcl~ to c nlh ct a1.d c oclif) lhe 
'-Onal and rdigiou-... law, of hi-.. pc11plc and thcrci>~ tn ccnll ih11tf' not 
onl~ to a grc,ltcr uniformit~ of prMti(c among the tribe-. hut ,tbu to 
a stronger spiritual and political unit;. The,e law~ which he col
lected or which were collected under hi. direction, many of them 
very ancient, deri\·ed from the early n omadic experiences of the 
people, and some of them borrowed from the common fund of 

car Ea tern ci,·il and criminal law were now combined with the 
:Mosaic debarirn. the re\'ealed \'\' ords which had been the basi of 
the Co\·cnant with YH\'H, to form the Con·nant Code. 

The laws of the Cm-cnant Code r other than the Decacogue ) ma~ 
be di,·idcd into two part.. The fifty laws appear to be arranged in 
fi\'e dccalogue, , each in turn arranged in t\\ o pent ad:-,. The fo·,t part 
( Exocl. 21 : 2- 22: 16 ) , mo,tl) case lrrn, i, de, ntcd cxclu,iH'l) to 
legal matter tourhin~ pfr<,ons and pr0pcrt~ ,rnd to criminal o!Ten:-c, 
and their penalties. "~o\\ thc,c arc the ordinance-. r rnidz/)(zlim 
which )OU shall ,et before them."' Thc:-e law, are simple and rndi
mcntan· and thn < lo~eh· re,emhlc in ,ub,tanrc ,uic.l form ,nmc or . . . 
the law, in the Code of Hammurabi '" hich like\\ i,c dn eloped out 
of earlier ,ource,. and out of a ,, ide,p1 cad lc~al tradition c onmwn 
to the an< icnt orient. There i, one ,harp difkn-nrc. The law, of 
Hammurabi re~t on the principle of ,t,ttu-. tm< qu,d p1 i, ikgc i, 
allowed to unequal :-,tation in life. The ,,1mc law doc-; not appl> 
equallv to commoner and noble. The llebn·,, la,, mctke...; no ,uch 
<li-.tinction. The Hcbrn, law rec ogni/es no prcfercnc es in law fm 
~pccial cla ... ,cs ba,cd on birth 01 proptrt). It ,hould be noted, too. 
that \\ hilc the Hebrew la" allm, s rc1 tain ,pet ial benefits to mem
bers of the Hcbrc,, communit). !ouch as irnmunit~ from intcrr,t 
charge,. tht· manumission of a Hehn.·,, ,la, e ,1he1 ,ix ) ear, of ,en ice, 
and ,o forth, all act , hm, e,·er, "hid1 arc rc~arded a, criminal 
when perpetrated against a member of the Hcbrc,, community an
regarded a criminal al,o and to the :-,ame degree "hen committed 
again,c non-Hebrews \\ ithin or he~ond the hordeP.. of the comm u
nit). 

The ca,e laws were eYidently addrc",cd, not to the people di
reclly, but to the judge, or the elder, \\ ho ,, ere c hargcd ,, ith the: 
administralion of ju:-tice. 

The second part of lhe Book of the Cm enant , Exod. 2~: 17-23 1 
con tains in the main apodictic law:- conrcrnin_g the care of the· 
. tranger, the widow and the orphan, the treatment of the poor, and 
the impartial admini~tration of ju:-tic e. The,c were ,omc of the 
original \\'ords of lhe ~lo-.aic Torah \\ hich arc not found in thl· 
Decalogue. There arc a l-..o prc:-,rriptions for a :-e, enth ~ car of rest for 
the soil. a ,e,·enth day of re:-,t for e, er~onc, and for three fcsti , al:
of pilgirma~e. There is abo a law concerning tht ofTering of the fir-.t 
fruib and one concerning the manner of ,acrificc. There i:-. a prohi
bition again, t boiling a kid in ih mothcr·s milk - prc,umabh ,1 

Canaaniti"h idolatrou, practice. 1 hi.., scl ond c.tlc_gor~ of la\-\s !-C~m, 

lo be addre--sed to the people ciirertly. 
The Co\'cnant Code contain-; no la" ' \\hie h clefinie categoric-; of 

prohibited marriae,cs, or dran and un< lean ,mimals, ,md only t,, 0 

laws "hich arr directed again,t "the cu,tom:-. of the heathen,'' sor
cery ,rnd bestiality Ln. ~0:23 l . In the other t\\o code..; such la\\, 
arc far more nurncrou~ and arc ,tigmati.£cc1 .t, ",tbomin,Hions." 
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Tl1e Holiness Code 

T he Holinc:s code i-; an independent code "hi h is ba: eel 
neither on the Con'nant nor the Deutcronomic Codes. It po. -

sc~ cs a charactcri-,tic ~t) le an dpha~eology of it: own. It is of interest 
to note that the Holiness Code . peak of "the pric ts, the ons of 
Aaron" but ne\'cr of "the prie. ts, the Le\'itcs." The Deuteronomic 
Code mo:t always ref er. to prie 't:-- a. "the prie u, the Levites" or 
"the prie t. , the son, of Lc\'i " . eldom to "prie t. '' alone, as if b)' 

reiteration it . eek to imprc~ the fact that all pric t mu!'lt be of the 
tribe of LcYi. This, of rour. e, is quite contrary to the po. ition \vhich 
was taken in the North. It seems likely that the original home of the 
Holine:s Code was in ~ orthern l:rael. 

The Holinc. s Code is little concerned '"ith civil and criminal law. 
Con~idcrablc attention is gi,·en to matter<, of unla"'ful marriages, 
incest, and . exual offenses. It docs not contain any law about ruler~ 
or prophets. Its keynote is holincs. 1 not alone of pric ts but of the 

1 H ence the name which Klostermann ( l8i7) applied to it. 

entire people. It con taim man) ancient laws. 1L5 nucleu of pure 
moral teachings and precepts-the di, ine \\lord - is by far thr 
mo t complete and exalted. The,e, we believe, in the main belonged 
to the original Torah .:.! The author of the H oline Code " ·a-; in 

:.i R. I.Ii Ha ( st>cond C-!'ntury) taught: "This section [Lev. 1 q: l ff.] was 
spokt n in the prest'nre of a gathering of tfw whole as. t•mbly ( 'i,pl'ak to all 
th<· ronRrt'gation of tht· pc·oph· of ls1ad' ) lweaui,e most of the l'Ssential 
prinripks of the Torah are included in it'' ( Le, . Rabba 24: 4). 

pos•·e,;;,ion of a Yer:--ion of the \\'ords \4-hich differed from that of the 
Book of the CoYcnant and Deuteronomy in form, though not in sub
stance. 

The Ilolincs Code contains a law ,tbout the jubilee year "hie h 
i" not found in the other two codes. 

The law of the a hbatiral year is found in all three codes, ,, hile 
the law of the jubilee year i-; found only in the H oliness Code. Thl 
Code of the Cm·enant prescribes that e,·cry eventh year a man 
should let his land rest and lie fallow ( Exo<l. 23: 1 0-11 ) . So also 
doc'" the H oline'-. Code ( Lev. 25: 2-7). Neither code say-; an) thing 
abouc the cancella tion of debts in the sabbatical year. The Dcu
teronomic Code ordain that ever~ seventh year all debt.:; shall be 
annulled but says nothing about the land lying fallow ( Deut. 
1 S : 1-6 ) . The Holiness Code poinb out in a critical vein that \, hen 
the people shall have been C}..iled for their in to a foreign land, 
then the land in it. de olation ·hall enjoy the re t "which it had not 
in your . abbaths when you dwelt upon if ' ( Lev. 26: 3L1-35). 1t 
introduces the institution of the jubilee, \\ hich i • not found in the 
other t\\O code'-. £\'cry fiftieth yrar, i.e. aftrr seYcn \\'Cck-; of ,e,1r--. 
n • c::1h i-.. t H l.lncl t I lie ,Lill , h t l lr 11 pert, .. b<' 

,, d \ thL (lt YJll tl t \Il 1· ll ll II , I ,I II h \ 

-.1.t, .uc to l,c :-;ct fll'l", tl•::.t1llll l hui- f,,cd tum <f 
,.:~ )Ca,, of en itucle: 1· pill'• 111· ,, Ji,• h I h.1d i11di ,llld thei1 

\111\\ ii n .,.,H , to l :\\ i 11),t ll I ff .. 
c • unu 1 ~ 1 <lo! tl iul 11111· I. , , t I h 1, t r 

inlcndcd to keep till' land cf ca< h u 1lil' 1ntaL t, and a, crt the u ca
tion of great landed e ·tate" and a pc1 manent landk.·s and uprooted 
da'-•,. It c;;tahlishccl the principle that land mu,t ne\'er be ,old in 
pcrpetuit~ to anyone, "for the l.llld i, mirn··• ' Ln. 25 :~1 . I t fur
ther pn1cl.iinwd the i11alicnal>lc f1cedc,111 of all people. "for the~ :111 

Ill~ • en ants wl om I brought for th out of the l.tnd of [g~ pt; thq 
:-hall not be !->Old a, ,la\'cs·· ( Le,. ~5: 4~ ) . 

Land distribution i-, one of the major and continuing problem, 
of hi'.,tory. \\·ar-; and social uphea\al" in many parts of the ,,·orld 

have rc-, ultcd from failure to . oh e it . atisfactorily. Legislation to 
lim it the amount of land that a pcr~on can hold or to redistribute 
land which is too clo-;cly held or to make pos ... ible the restoration of 
a man to his ancestral po.-scssion from which he has been alienated 
ha~ been \'ariou'-1~ re. orted to in many countries and epochs. 

\ \'hethcr in bra cl the jubilee ~ car ,, a, onl~ the utopian scheme of 
an idealist or a group of social reformers "ho, during- or following
the Dab) Ionian exik, hoped that the ~c,, Ju<lean commomH•,dth 
,Hmld be rccon,tructcd on the highc,t le, el of ju,tire and hum.mil~. 
or "hcther it "as projected earlier at a !.!i\'cn period in the people'-.. 
hi t ·r~, in re-,pon~c to an actnal c1 onomic need. hrou(!"ht about h~ 

population prc,surc and a Jami :-can ity. it is diffo ult to ,ay. It i, 
po -;iblc that it ,,as part of thl' so< ial rdorm-.. prn£!;ram \,hi ch Jero
boam I ( c. ~)~2-901 n .c.E. J hop<'d 01· prnmi,cd to introduce at the 
Lime of hi-. rc,·ol11ti<>n whi, h ,, ,ts cau,nl by the economic opprc,-

i< n and ,c, ere ta,. tion, "the hca,) ~ okc, •• the pcopk bore undt'r 
Kin~ Solomon ,md his son Rdwhoam. It will be n.:calkd th,Lt it 
,, ,l the prophet \ hijah of 'ihiloh "ho in,pircd the rchl'llion of 
Je roboam ( I King~ 11: 29-10 , . The Holill(:s, Cc de, in,ofar at 

least a· the ,Hh·,1nc cd ,ocial la\, i11 whit h it abounc.l-.. is cone er ncd. 
may be the \\ Ork of this prophet or hi, immediate di~cipk-.;. 

It i doubtful, hmveH r, \\ hcthc1 tht' jubilee l.1w for the n::-l<>ra

tion of hereditary property at ach fiftieth , L.lr ",1-.. c, er carried out. 
Land inherit..1.nrc ,, a, zcalou,I~ 1.;mude·<l in anc icnt I ,rael, a 
\lboth's ref u1.al to sell his , ·inc) ard to King .-\hab demo11"trat<.>: 

"The Lord forbid that I should t;i\ e , ou the inheritance of m, 
fathers·· ( 1 Kings 21: 1-16 , . But thu~ is nowhere am nidern;· 
that the lcgi,Iation touching land restoration and the lil·>cration of 
all H ebrew , la\'cs in the ~ ear of the jubilee was eH'r enforced. 
H ebrew !-la,·e~, to judc;e b) Jucmiah, \\ ere not set free b, 
their rna-.trrs e,·en at the end uf the ,i, , car-.. "hirh the law of th~· 
CO\enant Code prescribed, and this l.n~ "as i~norcd not onlv in 
his da ~. but ''your father.., did not Ii,tcn to me'' (J er. 3-1-8 ff.). , 

The jubilee year ,, <l~ complt tel~ ignored during- the econd 
~om1:1om, calt?~ e\':n if one "nc co a,,umc that it ,\ a, in opcra
t10n m p1 e-ex1hc time'-. It ",...., rcd,oncd but not ob-..encd. Tht 
r,tbbis " ere certain that it had .tire ad~ bt•cpme oh-..oktc in the da, 
\\ hen H a1,1cl, King of ~Hia ( 8-l +-80...t- B.C: .. exilL<l the ti ibrs ~>f 
Reuben, G.1d, and half the triht of :\1.m,t,-..ch (. ifra on Dcut. 
15: 10. , ·ee also '.\rak . 32b . rl he~ maintained that the law of thl' 

jubilee " ••" ,.did onl) .Ls Inn~ a, all tht· tribt, of hracl occupit·d 
their land. 

The ,,tbb.nical ~L'.lr, hrl\\t\lr. \\,ts ob,cncd during the , C((llld 

Common" l'alth, both ,b to its land ,111d debt provi,ions r. ·tT I 
~la<'c . (i_:4~1-53 l. Spc<.ifit,tll) nwntiorn din the cmenant of alltgi
an<.c "h1rh the returned B,1b~ Ionian c,ill s made "to walk in Gocf, 
la,\ \\ hit h W:t! givl'n to ~lo,es" \\ a, the pledge: " \\'c will forc~o 
the crops in th<' -,ncnth ~l,tr and thc t·.xartion of <.'\en debt'' (Xtl1. 
10: '.H). ' 
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The cancellation of .ill debt-- in c,H h sn enth ) rar became in time 

~u h a ... eriou, impediment to credit .ind trade that a legal device 
had to be found to circumvent it, and Hillel ( fi~t century C.E. ) 
de,·i~ec.l the Prosbul \'\ hrrcby a creditor c.lcpo'-itcd his claim with the 
court. and by 1.;o doing, pre,·entcd the annulment of hi." debt on the 
occasion of the !-,ahbatical year. 

The H olinc. s Code abo contain" two holy day which are not 
found eJse....,here- cw Year'-. Da) and the Day of Atonement. The) 
were eddently festivals which the returning exile brought back with 
them from Bah) Ion . 

12 

The Deuteronomic Code 

The laws of the Dcuteronomic Code to a large degree re embl • 
the laws of the older and more conci"e Code of the Covenant. 

I t is que tionable, hmve, ·er, whether the former are actually ba~ed 
on the latter. Both seem to "item independently from older legal 
source . Half of the subjects in Deuteronomy are treated, though 
not in the same manner, in the Covenant Code. But there arc many 
other laws in the Deuteronomic Code ¼hich undoubtedly deri\'e 
from other and earlier rodes in hrae) and J udah. The purpo1,e of 
Deuteronomy was to be the pandect , the complete code of law for 
Israel. I t" aim \'\ as to collect and collate all laws and to give them 
a ll ~1o~aic authority. The,e laws \\, ere not , ubmitted to any care
ful screen ing and harmonization. They were not revised to eliminate 
contradictions or duplicatiom nor,., ere they arranged sy,tematicalh . 
T hey were brought up to date, o to speak, not hy emendation b ut 
by addi•ion. The new was added to the old, but the old w a,;; retained. 

This was true aJ._o in regard to the \'a rious preamble,; to the 
code-.. Inasm uch as Deuteronomy's purpose wa. to combine alJ th l" 
lau•f into one rode ( chapters 12 ~6 , it also combined all the pre

ambles of the other code-. ( chapters 4· 11). It is diffi cult to a) 
which preamble belonged to ,., hich codr. \Vhcnc\'cr a new covenant 
w a,;; ma de, as "' as the case under J o!->hua, Asa, J oash, a nd J osiah 
and po::;sibly also under H ezekiah , a code of Jaws restating or revis
ing the old code, or some salient e"'ccrpts from it, was incorporated 
a" the C'- ential fea ture of the covenant, and was introduced by a 

preamble which conta ined exhortations and admon itions whose 
5: l ; 6 : 4; 9 : I ) . This accounts for ,., hat otherwi. e might appear to 
initial words m ay , .... ell have been: " H ear, 0 I,racl" (Deut. 4: 1; 
be needle s repetition in the earl) chapters of D euteronomy. 

D euteronomy\ own preamble was probably 9: 1- 11 : 32. It car
ries the definite imprint of the fin al Levitical editor. I t calls attention 
to the granting of full priestly authority to the tribe of Levi ( 10 : 8) 
and it cites the sin of Aaron in the m akinR of the golden calf 
(9: 20 ) . 

·1 h p· c.-amhl f n t. G ·4 f. i ft'lll 1 • 

Jc hu. m.ldc at !->hcdwm J l h. 4 . J 1, < nh " 1 

ll'l s . not l<, folio,, 1 ,thl r ~od-. n eut. b: 1 t • 1 b ,ind t , l l -

mcmlwl' that Yll\'1 1 i-.. ,l "jc:tl< n ~od1" D<rut ,: Jr1; .Joh. :!I: lq 
·1 he p1e,11nhk of '\\b0 h l t ll 1: 1 I < I 1,·, 

i11tl1i.1.111i.i~ \\I. tht nei~hb 11' p I f 11 t .. II t:x-

tirpation and the destrnction of their altars, pillar,, and a-,}wrim an<l 
the breaking of their graYen image", seems to belong to The Little 
Book of the Covenant ( Exod. 3 1) . T his cm-cnant m ay be the on <" 
which wa1.; made foilowin~ the Jchoiada Joa-,h rc\·ol 1tion I c. 837-
800 n.c.1..: !--t<' '.? K·n!.!;-. 11 ). l h d1a ... tir mca urc" ag;ain • h·-i•hcn 
ruJt.., and contac h and c:-pecialh the prohibitit,n :u.!;·ti·1c_t intc1-
marriag-c may ha\ e been the \ iolent reaction to the strong anti
Yah,·i. t acti,·itics of Queen Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and hi" 

Phoen ician wife, J ezebel. Athaliah in Judah and Jezebel in l racl 
were ardent protagoni. ts of heathen cult. and wor hip. 

The preamble of D eut. 4: 1-40 f. . peak of the wor. hip of the 
heavenly bodies ( 4 : 19). This wa: introduced in Judah during thr 
reign of ~Iana1,seh. It refer, to th<' exile , .. hich would he ,·i i "l upon 
the people if they disobeyed the laws of YHVII ( 4: 26-27 ) . But it 
holds out t he promi e of re toration. T hi-. ma) ha\'e been the pre
amble to a co\'cnant wh ich \\ a, made in the cla,.._ of Hezekiah ( 715-
687 n.c.E.) "hottl) after the de-;trunion of the K ingdom of J,rad 
( 722 B.C:.F. The strong prohibition again,t the makill l! of all 
gra, -rn ima~e-.. and the detailed enumeration ( '-1 : 1{5- 18 ) of all thl· 
prohibited likene""t'" "of any hl"a t that i:-- on the earth, the likcnc,-. 
of any win~ccl bird that flic-. in the air, the likcm•..,-; of anything that 
crc1'/H on the ~round, the likenr,s of an~ n,h that i, in the ,\atl'J 
under the c.trth:' recall, the account of Hezekiah\ reform ,, hich i, 
given in 2 Kin.!;s 18 :+. lkzrki:,h c\'cn "broke in piece, the lirom:v 
~crpent that » lo"l'" had m:uk. for until th<M' da~-. the peopk o l 

l ,r,tcl had burned irn erN: to it." 
New code" or renc\\ ed and amended older code..: were adopted 

at critical junt tull'" in the hi,t< ry of the people .u1d ,ome \\ ere d I am
atizcd b, ne\\ ro, cnants \\ hi< h \\t'H' made ,, ith YH\"H . . u< Ii 
co\'cnants \\ ere entered into b) the rn ogni,cd leader, of the pcopk 
or the king in thr prc!->rnce of the people. The) were ba,ed on ,pe
cific commitments or unden.1kinl',. to " hil h the entire a,-,embh 
ga, e ih a.._,rnt. The ... e then became U oh .rnd J lhh/){//. i.e. Ja,,·.., 
b inding on the entire people for all time J o ... h. 24: 25; cc al-;o P,. 
8 1 :5 [in R . ·.\'. 81 : ·1-1; 1 Sam. 30::!5 . The,c commitmcnti.; wen· 
reduced to writing and " ere atte-,ted to b\' the "etting up of ··a stone 
of \\ itne:-s" and. on otca..,ion, either h) th,, rebuilding of the alt,11 
of YH\'H or the repairing of Hi, "anctu,u) · In the ca,c of tl1l 

Cownant at ."inai, it i" recorded: "YH\'H -,aic.l to \ Io-.es, •,\.ritt 
these \\ ord,; in accordanc c " ith th<''-e word, I han: made a coYc

nant \\ ith )OU and ,, ith J-,rael' ,. E>.od. :H:27 . 

There werL not many ,uch co, enanh made after the time of 
i io e,.; and J o ... hua. O nl) .\ ,a, J oa,h. and J osiah are reportrd t(I 

ha\'c made "uch cm·cnant:-, po"ibl) .,J,o Hackiah 2. C:hron. 
29: 10 . Xo covenant i recorded ,ls h.t, ing been made ll\ any kin!.! 
in Northern Israel, eH'n though the drn..,tit refmm-. of K ing J ehu 
would certain!) ha\'(_' ju,tifie<l the makini.; of ,l nr,, co, en.mt. I: ith<•r 
th · J udean redac tol"" of the biblical < hronit It· ... dclib rateh il!;norcd 
a ll the h rae} cm enant~ ,, hich ,, <Tc made, or the practi( ~ of mak
ing new cm-en.mt-; " a-.. not follmH·<l in the :'\0 1 th. 

Ac cording to Dcutcrnnonn 31 : 9-10 , the Torah of ~fo,c, 
was read "at the enc.I of c, en ,c\Tn vear, .. lt the :-et time of the Hai 
of rckase 'abh.ttit.11 )CarJ: at the j,~t',l"t of Booth, lSuuotl , ,;ht·11 
all I:-rael comes to appear before YHV H ~our Cod at the place 
'"·hich he \\ ill l hoo-,e ... But it i~ not ind it ,Hl'd that a new co\'ena.nt 
was made on \',l< h !\lie h oc:ca.,ion. 
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\\'hen the ,, orship of YHYH "a, not endangered b~ prolonged 

neglect or ho,tile attacks, no new ro, cnant wac.; neres~ary. ·aul, 
David, an<l Solomon made no new rm-cnant. with YHVH, nor had 
Samuel. Under Jo,hua a co,'Cnant "as made, for the people then 
faced a radical new experience. The~ had entered Canaan as con
querors and found them~eh·e._ among a nati,·e population whose re
ligion, culture, and ,, ay of life differed sharp!) from their own, and 
in the eye: of the Yah,·ist leadcr of the people, might endanger their 
own. It was most urgent to reenforce the allegianc-e of the people 
to the faith whic-h .Mo. t's had gi,·en them, and to stiffen their resist
ance. They also found , upon their entranc-e into Canaan, H ebrew-.; 
whose ance tors had Ii, eel in Canaan for a long time and had never 
shared in the experience of the Egyptian bondage and the Exodus, 
and had never known the leadership and faith of :Moses. The e re
tained only dim memories of ancestor. who had come from beyond 
the Euphrate , where God was not YHVH hut El Efron, to whom in 
their own wa) they remained loyal, but who made no such demand<i 
upon them as did YHVH of the returning fellow Hebrew .1 

1 Thl' account of a m,1 ss r ircumci. ion of thP pt·oplr nf ter the,· crossrd th<· 
Jordan, which th1: narrato1 (.lo~hua 5) rxplains as ha, in~ bt'l'n made nl'CC'S· 
sary br thr fact that the children who w<·n born in thr wilderness after th1· 
Exodus had not be<·n cin-urncisc-d, may haw another explanation. It ma) 
have bet-n m ade nccc an b) those H Pbrews ,, ho had rPmainrd in Canaan, 
who had largdy n similatt·d with the· native population. and among whom 
the practice had lap t>d. 

Accordingly at Shcchem, Joshua made a new convenant with all 
the assembled tribes of Israel, the old scttleri,; as well a, tho. e who 
had but recent!) arri\'ed. Shechem wa. of old the principal c ity of the 
northern tribes of Israel. It was to 'hechcm that Solomon'._ . on 
Rehoboam ( c. 922-9 15 B.c.i,: . ) centuries later came to be rrownrd 
kin r oYer Israel ( 1 Kings 12: 1 ) . As if for the pecial benefit of the 
old . ettlers, Joshua recalled in comprehcn-.;in~ outline the earliest 
history of all the tribes, beginning "ith the migration of their a n
cestors from beyond the Euphrates.:? 

:.e Thr later confrssions of faith .. uch as arc found in Deut. 6: 20-25 and 
26: 5-10. dwdl almost 1·ntin·l> on the E_'{, ptian < ,pcric·nce of the pcopk and 
the Exodus, and onl) inl'idt·ntallr on patriarchal oril{i11s. 

The commitments of the Shechem cm·enant \.Vere "to re,·e1-c 
YHVH and ~er\'e him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put awa) the 
~ods ,-vhJCh your fathers sen-ed beyond the Rh·cr, and in Egypt, and 
serve YHVH ." The people " ere warnt'd of the con-.;equences which 
would follow their disregard of the cm enant. Ncrcthrlcss, the) 
cried out thrice: " ~ a}, but \.\C '"ill ser\'e YHVH:' Jo1shua wrote 
the statutes and ordinances, to "' hich the people assented, in the 
Book of the Torah of God, and he took a great stone and set it up 
there and said: ''Behold. thio.; stone ... shall be a witne,;<; ag-ain..;t 
you, lest [ whene\'er7 ~ ou deal fal,cly "ith you r God" (Josh. 24) . 1 n 
a ll likelihood, the commitments to "hich Jo~hua ai,;ked the tribes to 
subscribe were the \\' ords of ~lo..,es. 

The account gi\'en in Joshua 24, is the most complete and detailed 
description of co\'cnant-making in ancient Israel. It may well be 
au,umed that this was the formula "hich was followed on all , uch 
occa. ions. ( 1) The people, or perhaps only their repre. entatives, 
"the elders, the heads, the judges and the officers'' as<.;emblcd "before 
God," i.e. in the . acred precinct before the shrine or . anctuar} 
( \'. l ) _:i The occa'-ion of the gathering of the tribes was called }' om 

ac\'n, 33:19 l'('C'Olds thl' tradition tlrnt Jac()h \rnd :\(Cjllll«·d such :i p1o of 
ground at 5l1t'<'hun from tlw 1111s cf II 1mo1 ior ,, hunch, d lli,·c,·s of m011(·,, 

·d , 1 • 1 I I l I, 1 
1 / A tic ii. th< " • the .1 
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\\1·n· .1ppri .... cd Ji, tlwi1 l,•.1dl t ,,r ti r 
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prepa1 ed to commit thcm,eh c, "hoh hLa1 lec!h ,tnd "ithout re e1-

, ·ations to that which mu,t he dont'. Thr choice " a, their, to make 
( , ·. 15 ) . 1 hey ,,rre fore,, arnccl of the dire con,rquencc-; which would 
follow if later they , iolatcd their plcdl!'C \'\' . I <l-~0 . 4 \\·hen 
the people c-a, -c their \\'holchcallt cl ,1pp1 , , .d •• .. 1~, hut "t l£ II 
~enc \'II\ JI . .. \H' zed/ ,tTH YH\'H, cur Cud, and \\C' u 1/1 
obq his , ·oicc" then the to, cnant \\ai,; con,ummatcd '"· 21 -
25) . ( 5 ) The terms of the cm·enant " ere then " ritten down in the 
Book of the Law of God and a great. tone was erected to commemo
rate the event (Y. 26). 

It hould be noted that there is no mention of any i,;acrifice that 
was offered on uch an occa~ion or of the presence of any prie-,t in 
connection with the ceremon y of making a co,·rnant with YHVH. 
The 1osaic Yah"i"t tradition had no place for sacrifice or prie-.t
hood. 

It ii,; not difficult to trace the abm e steps in the making of tht· 
~f o. aic CO\ en ant at Sinai a, 1ecorclcd in the Dook of 1::-.oclu,, in 
spite of the tangled and im·oh ·cd n,1ture of the cornpo,itc na1 r,11 i, t 
and its prie,tl~ ,1ccrctio11, . I .\11 the people. c,pcc ialh thl' cider,. 
arc as!:-cmbkd before God a t thl' foot of the hol~ n10unt,1in J:xod. 
19:7, 17 . (2 The rc.1,on for the comocati"n i, announced ,, . 
3-6 . 3 The people ,ll c then ,1,kcd "lwthcr the~ arc ,, illin!.! to 

cmcr1.tnt theni--chc·, to obc~ the \\'1 rel, of YH\'H and 1 [ j.., ordi
nances. 4 The~ !!;in· their afl1rm.ni, c rl'pl}: ··.\U the pcopll' 
an"" cred '" ith one , oil c, and ,a id. •. \ II the ,, ord, ,, hich 
YH\'H has ,pokcn ,, e z.:ill do·• Cxod. '.!4:3) . (5 \I< ,e, then 
\\fote clown .di the \\"on!, of YHYH in the Book of the ( m cnant. 
and read it to the people I:,od. 2+: 4. 7 .me.I ,ct up ··t\\ ch-r pil
lar..;, accord in~ to the t\\ ch e trihr-. of Israt:1· · J: ,od. 24 : 4 1 • 1 lw 
numbtr t\\ t.·h-c i, here ,l later addition lwlonginc, to the pl'riod of 
the united Kin gdom. The ,etting up of more than one pillar at a 
~acred place wa-; not uncommon in the ancient . car L1,t. Of 
J o~hua too it i-. recorded that he ,;ct up t,,chc ,tone ... at Gilgal 
' Jo,h. 4: ~O). The name Gil ga l it:--elf !:-Uggc,h a c. irclc of ,tandinl.!, 
stone , a cromkrh. 

enturies later King A-.a c. 913-873 B .C.F .. under the in,pir,1-
tion of the prophet :\zariah ben Oded, carried through ,t momen
tou, reform agaimt A, h rah wor,hip which h,ic.i ,pread among the 
people. H e outlawed all kcd, rhim. male pro-.titute,, who \\ rre a -.o
riated with the practice of thi-, c. ult, and droYe them out of thl' 
land 2 Chron. 15 and 1 Kings 15 ). He and the people of Judah 
entered into a new tm·enant "ith YH\'H and built a nc" altar tor 
rebuilt the old ) to YH\'H 2 Chrnn. 15 : 8). 

I n the ninth centur~ alien c u,tom .... ,md influen ce!-- from neighbor
ing Syria and Phoenicia penetrated more and more into the life of 
J-.;racl and Judah in the \\ ,lkc of the ~ro,, ing ,t ren gth and pn·,ti~r 
of tho:e ,tate"-. ·~ ria had defrated Kin ~ Omri ( c. 8i6- 86l) and in 
the earh \'car, of the reic,n of the latter', son, .\ hah. ~Hia \\a ,tt , , , 

the gates of . 'amaria. thrtatening to engulf the entire kingdom. 
After Ahab's , it torie-- mer. ·~ ri.i. attempt!-- at form in~ ,t!lianc cs" ith 
.'~ria ,..,ere made from time to time .. \hab allied himsdf ,,ith Bcn
hadad JI ac,ain,t ~h.ilm,me,cr III, although he had prc\.iou,h 
been at ""ar ,,ith him. and took pttrt in the battle of K ,lrkar (81 ~ . 
Ahab married jelrbel, the dau!.!;hter of the king of Phoenit ia, ,md 
Jehoram, the king of Judah, married Ath ,tli,th, their d,tughtcr. 
Both mother and daughter \'. l'I c 1ealous ,en itor, of tht Pholnit ian 
Baal ,md fostc1cd hi-; \\or,hip in Y...r,td .md Judah to a deg1t l' ,,ht n· 
Yah\.i,m wa-. in cl,mgcr of cxtirH tion. 

7 
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Follov, ing- the Yah\'i"t reaction to this ,pread of Baali min Judah 

and the Yah\'i ·t rcvi\'al which was led by the High Priest Jehoiada, 
a new covenant, vowing exclu,ive loyalty to YHVH and an end to 
YHVH-Baal . yncretism was made by King Joa h ( c. 837-800 
e.c.E. ) and the people ( 2 Kings l I : 1 7 ) . 

The reformation of Hezekiah ( c. 715-687 ) which was aimed at 
the removal of the Ramot, the " high place. ," and at centering all 
worship in Jeru. alem ( 2 Kings 18 )-a truly revolutionary mea. -
ure in the religious life of the people-may or may not ha\'e led to a 

new covenant. The Chronicler ( 2 Chron. 29: l O) . ugg t. the pos
sibility that Hezekiah did make a covenant. \ \7 orship on the high 
places-however repugnant it wa to the later prophet and how
ever conductive to religious abuse - did not invol\'e any aposta. ~' 
for it wa1 YHVH who was wor hiped there and there was no pro
hibition again. t them in the early religion of YHVH. 

It was when apo. ta y wa involved, the actual worship of other 
god - Baa), A. herah, the un, or other heavenly bodies-that the 
old ~fosaic Covenant was viewed a having been broken, and a 
new covenant was therefore imperati\'e. 

·nder King Jo. iah ( c. 640-609 B.C.E.) a great reformation 
was carried out to put an end to uch idolatry in Judah. It included 
the abolition of the Bamot, the high place., which H ezekiah had 
attempted, and the concentration of all acrifices and pilgrimage, 
in J erusalem. Especially was the new reformation aimed at the \vor
ship of the sun which wa introduced in Judah in the early day · of 
Ahaz and ~1ana~ ch (2 King 21 :3-4; 2 King 23: 4-5; J er. 8:2 ). 
Thie:; cult had become popular in the years preceding the fall of 
Jerusalem. Ezekiel tells of seeing in the inner court of the Temple, 
bet\\ een the porch and the altar, men with their backs to the Tem
ple of YHVH, and their face toward the eas;t, worshiping the sun, 
and he describe. their ritual (Ezek. 8: 16-17 ) . J eremiah i an.~errd 
at the Jew. who had fled to Egypt after the fall of J erusalem, for in 
. pi,e of all that had happened, they till persi ted in burning incem.C' 
to the queen of heaven and pouring libatiom to her (Jer. 4+ ). The 
l\1i,hnah recounts that a part of the ritual in connection ,-.ith the 
celebration of the festival of ' uccot in the Second Temple, the 
Lc,·i~e" on reaching the gate which leads out to the east, turned 
their face.-, from cast to we. t and prodaimed: "Our fathers who 
were in this place stood with their backs toward the Temple of 
YH\ ll and their faces toward the east, and they worshipped th<.: 
,un toward the ca t, but as for us, our eyes are toward YHVH'" 
( .. ukkah5:4 ) . 

'] lfr· reformation \\hich wa. carried out by King Jo iah and the 
pro-Yahvist forces in Judah was likcwi e . )mbolized b) a new 
coYenant, and the . tricture against the '"'·on,hip of the heaven!) 
bodic~ are reflected in the Dcuteronomic Code ( Deut. 4: 19; l 7 : 3). 

1 he Deuteronomic Code, in its final form a Judean compila
tion, contains much material which originated in Northern Israel 
prior and subsequent to the division. A revision of earlier historical 
wr;ting.'- and of legal codes was made imperative for the orlhcrn 
sta!c which wa. formed after the ece sion ( c. 925 ri.c . E.) Not 
only wa--. it ncce!-sary to reject the cultic importance of J erusalem 
but, in competition, new centers of YHVH worship, a new priest
hood, and new 1 itual forms and Palladia had to be e tablished. 
Al o lcr~al and hic:;torical literature had to reflect the ocial and polit
ical s·tuations;, e-.;p~-cially the latter, \\h1rh difTered from tho._~ of the 
Kinr,lom of .J 1 ', 

J 11 lah ".1-.. .dw.~. s ;tt \\ ar ,, • I h 1 ,c 

frot I the d.1,, c,f 1),1\•id an<l ~oh n1,m l I rhtct n 
thou a1 d l~dnrnilt•, i11 the \ .Ille-:, of :-;,dt 10 he put g,11, i r 11 in 
1:(1<11 1, .111d ,di tlw I le 11 he-.; ht 1me I ),1, id's ,e1 v.1nt, 

) . l l . ll.1dacL ti. • . ,, a, .111 .1 

the da ~:-. of his lifr I I Kings 11: 1-J Jl .. In the n·i1.?,t1 of Jenwam 
(c. G-:9-8-1-2 n.c.F . ) Edom rc, ·olted from the rule of Judah and 
' Ct up a kin~ of it... o,-.n ( 2 Kings 8: 20 . Xot long thereafter, .\ ma
zinh c. 800-iBJ B.c.1 . ) attacl~cd Edom, killed ten tho11 ~.md 
Ed mitr.;; and tonk ~cl.1 l>y •tnrm 2 K i11gs l ·1-: 7 ) . 

In the clchill!.?, ~c.u·-, of the Kingdom of JuJ,th, \\hen ;-i "''l r., ion 
of politi< al mi,fortuncs o\'ertook the state ,, hich ,, a-, nm, g1ourul 
b"t \\ ccn the upp"r and lo,, er millstones of Babylonian-E.gyp • an im
perial rivalrie. , Edom manifested a steady ho. tility toward J u<lah, 
hop ing for it ' downfall and coveting its territory. Because of it, the 
prophet Jeremiah pronounced doom upon Edom: \<For I ban· 
sworn by myself aye; the Lord, that Bozrah [the metropoli..:; of 
Edom] "hall become a horror, a taunt, a waste, and a cur,e; and all 
her cities . hall be perpetual wa.;te-;" ( 49: 13 ) . ELekicl, who seem" 
to have in mind some '-pecific act of treachery which was c ommittcd 
by Edom again'-it J udah at the time of the Babylonian im a ion, ck
dared: "Becau"e Edom acted rcvcngdull) a~.1in-,t the hou,c of 
Judah and ha" gricvol!'•ly ofTcndcd in taking \ cn1.?,eanl c upon them. 
thc1efore thu, -,,1\'- YH\'H Elohim, I will ,trctlh out m~ hand again,1 
Edom, and cut off from it man and lw,1,t: an<l I ,, ill make it dc,n
latc ,. ' 25 : 1 2-H ) . 

'l he Kin!!:dnm of J-.;racL hcm•c,-cr-, was n<.:, er at "ar "ith [clom. 
On the < o nt1 .11,· it ,,mild hL inclined t o look with frl\ 11 1pon 

Edom prcci-.;dy i;crau,e it "a, an crwm~ of Judah. \\'hen \[ t ,ha. 
king of \ foab, rebdll'd ag,1in,t 1--racl, and n fu._cd tn p,t~ the annual 
tribute. and King Jchoram of J-,raeJ man hcd ae;ain,t him. he had 
the king of Edom a..:; an ally 12 Ki ne_ J: + ff. ) . 

\\ e tercfore find in Deuteronomy that the children of I-,ral'I, on 
their \\ ay to Canaan, \\l'lC \\ <lrned to take good heed not to con
tend \\ith the J:domite..;: ' ' [a · )OUJ pa,-, through the tcrritor~ of ,our 
brethren the sons of Esau, ... for I will not gi, e ~m1 an~ of their 
land, no, not ,o much as for the sole of thr foot to tread on, hecau"L 
I ha, c gi\'en ~ lount cir to Esau as a po,,e,-,ion·• Dcut. 2: +-8 . 
The) \\ere told to pa) for the food and ,\ atcr that the~ might con
sume there. The Edomite-, might be afraid of the 1--raclite, but the 
hraelite mu,t not take any ad, an tag ' of them. The [domites an 
referred to again a, "our brother..;" 1 , ·. 8 . It is not imfa atcd at all 
whv the Israelites "turned a" a\" f1 om the land of Cdom and did , , 

not pa " through it on their way northwe-,t. A diff ercnt account 
altogether i, gi,-cn in Xumbers 20. H erc Ldom ii; bittcrl,· criticized 
for ha,·in~ refused the children of hracl the right of pas age through 
its territory, C\'en though the) pleaded with them, and promised not 
to pa-:<; through field or ,·ineyard, and tn pay for the water they 
would drink. They would u e onl} the king's high,, a~. Iclom re
f used and r,1mc out a~ain,;t them \\ ith a -,trong fur e and J-,1 ,H.1 
,., a: compelled to turn a,, ay from it-.; ten itor~. 

Jn the Deuteronomy alone we find the injunction: "You shall not 
abhor an Edomite, for he is ) our brother" Deut. ~3: 7 ) . 

Thi holds t1 ue al'-O of I ,rael'. relations ,, ith [g~ pt. J udah was 
frequently at war with r:.~ypt. Durin~ the reign of the fir,t king of 
Judah, Rehoboam, "Shi hak, king of E~pt _Sha henk I , c. ~l50-q1!1 
B.C.F.] came up again-,t Jeru,alcm; hr took a,hl) the trca-.ures of tht' 
house of YH\'H and the treasures of the king\ hou"c; he took a" ,1, 

cvc11thing. He abo took a,, a1 all thr :shield· of gold \\hilh .'olomon 
had made'' ( I Kin~') 14: 25-6 ) . .'hi:-h,1k\ rapture and '-,tck of Jeru
salem undoubtedly undermined the PO\H' r and pfl',tigc of R cho
boarn, and contributed to the suu-r--sful revolt of tht' ~ orthcrn 
tribes under Jeroboam. 

-, 
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Durinp; the reign of A,a, the third king of J u<lah ( c. 91~-873 

B.C.E.) Zerah "the Eth opian'' (perhap. an official of Osorkon 1. 
,ucce .. or of ' hi~hak ) attacked Judah and \\ as def cated in the bat
tle of Marc:-hah. Pharaoh-necho slew King Josiah in the battle of 
11egiddo ( 609 B.C.E. ) , deposed Jehoahaz, placed Jehoiakim in 
his place, and laid a heavy tribute upon the land. Judah' militar) 
alliances were as a rule "ith the kingdom~ and empire of Syria, 
A . yria, Babylon- ne,·er with Egypt. In a final de. perate effort to 
,ave their countr~ from the might of Babylon, Jehoiakim, hie; on 
Jehoiachin and Zedekiah, . on of Jo iah ( 598-587) turned to Egypt, 
-as Hezekiah had done once before, when he rebelled again<-t 
As-;yria (2 Kings 18:7ff.)-but to no avail, for rebuchadnezza1 
destroyed Jerusalem (Jer. 37). The prophet!'- Isaiah and Jeremiah 
in their day warned ag-ainst turning to Egypt for help ( I a. 30: 1-7; 
31 : 1; 36: 6-9; Jer. 42: 13-19). 

But I. racl wac; ne,·er at war with [.gypt. The first king of Israel. 
Jeroboam, had found . anctuary in Eg) pt when he fled from Solo
mon·s wrath, and had been ½elcomed in the court of Shi hak. Hi" 
wife, according to the eptuagint, was an Egyptian, Ano by name, 
and the mother of hi . on Abijah ( ept. 1 Kings 12: 24 ). Hm,hea, 
king of Israel ( c. 732-724 B.C.E.), ought the aid of Egypt a~ainst 
Tiglath-Pile er of Assyria ( 2 Kings 17: 3-4) . Thi. may explain the 
injunction of Deut. 23: 7: "You shall not abhor an Egyptian, be
cause you were a sojourner in hi land.'' 

In the ca. c of Ammon and 1oab, howen~r, the in junction is of 
an oppo. ite nature: "Ko Ammonite or ~1oabite shall ever enter the 
as~embly of the Lord; e,·en to the tenth generation none belonging 
to them shall enter the a sembly of the Lore.I for ever" (Deut. 23: 3). 
The children of Edom and Egypt, howe\'er, e,·en of the third gen
eration may enter the ~. embly of the Lore.I. 

Israel waged frequent "' ar again t Ammon and ::\1oab. The ani
mo. itics reached hack to the times of aul and Da\'id. Both 1 orth 
and outh found them el\'es at one time or another at war with 
them. The) were hated and de. pised. King Omri of I rael subdued 
ifoab and it wa held b) hi~ . on Ahab I c. 869-850 n.c.E. ) . King 
::\fc. ha rebelled against Ahab and re::-.tored :\Ioah' independence. 
This \'ictory is recorded on the ::\1oabitc Stone found at Dibon . 
Jehoram, king of J"rael ( c. 849-842 B.C.E. ) tried in vain to re
conquer it and in\'ited the king of Judah, Jehosaphat, to join him 
in his campaign against 1foab ( 2 Kings 3 ) . Somewhat later we 
read that "bands of ~Ioabite. used to in\'adr the land [of Israel] 
in the ,pring of the year" ( 2 Kings 13: 20 1 . 

It is not unlikely that the orth took a ,pecial plca'iure in the 
enactment of thi~ legislation again ·t Ammon and ~1oab, it being 
common knowledge that the mother of King Rchoboam, son of 
'olomon, in who. e reign the great ecession took place, was herself 

an Ammonite~. ( l Kings 14: 21 ) . o wa. the ance tre of King 
Dm·i<l. 

In the matter of an exclusi\'e central ::-.anctuary, the Deuteronomic 
Code differ. . harply from the other codes ( Deut. 12). This is the 
one outstanding feature of the covenant of King Josiah and the 
reformation under King Hezekiah which is incorporated in the 
Book of Deuteronomy. This, and e\'crything else that stems from 
it \,hich is recorded in the Book of Dcutnonomy is ddinitcl~ of 
Juck.111 , 11 ' I 1 < li1 • h author 

' I I I th f Cl ) 
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An c~clu,irc :-anctwlf) for the ,, or:-hip of YHVH was ne,-er. 
until the time of Hc7ekiah and o,iah, known or called for in Judah 
or in l , rael. The p111'pCN' of thi, rentralirntion ,, as to exerci,e direct 
supen ·,ion and c.ontrnl mer the c. ult cf YI l\.lI " c , , hip ,111d t< 
stamp out for all time an~ Joe al dc\'iauon from it, and < e1) , c tig, 
of heathen practices. In this regard the Dcutc.ronomic Coe.le i, more 
extreme than the CO\·enant Code. It pre"cribe death for the man 
or woman who i. found guilty of "" or:-hipin~ other gods ( D :ut. 
17: 2-5) . The Con~nant Code prescribes only excommunication 
(Exod. 22: 19; In R. ·.v. 22:20 ) . Any one who leads men to 
aposta~y is to be put to death . £\'en an entire community which ha, 
turned to ~erve other g'ods j.., to be extirpated ( Deut. 13: 6-18). 

Thc,e se\'crc laws reflect the spirit of the great reformation, 
\\ hich took place in the reign of King He7ekiah and King J o~iah 
and represent the \'iolcnt reaction of YHYII k l) ali,ts to the exten
si,·e heathen rcYi, al under King . \h.tz c. 735-715 n.c.1 . and 
King ~fana~ .. seh c. 687-642 B.C.L "hit h th1 catcncd the , ·er~ 
:-ur\'i, al of Yaln i-.111 ( 2 J" in:-?,s '.! I . In p,1rt t ht y reflect th • earlier 
mm-emcnh of reformation under .\ ,a ,ind J cho,haphat (~) 13-B-l- ~l 
B .C.F. and Joa,h c 8J7-B()0). 

En·1 y age ha, ir... a ll-cl iminant idt'al ,, hit h cmbodic, it-.. majrn 
inte, c, t and "hit h t hums p1 imaq i11 ,ti! re[!,arck It enikc, ,11 pn·n1t· 
loyaltic,: and , uprenw apprchcn:--. icHJ'-.. \nythinc, ,, i1ich cnc..larn!,c1, 
that ideal l>ctonlt'-.. the major oITcn,e. the a1d1 c1ime of that agt: and 
i,: met hy the mo,r c,trl'mc 1cp1c,,ion. In an age who,r ,upn:nH' 
hopc'i arc centered in rdi[!,iou, uniformit~ htTl' '~ become, the an h 
crime, \\hcrca, in a rcli_g iuu,I~ t< lcrant age it i ... no crime at all. In 
other a!_!e,. po];tical hc:1 e,, or cc onnmir .. 1-. in pre,cnt-day dictator
~hips of the right or the ldt. loonh as the ,1n h crime and call, forth 
the mch t ,c, ere puni, lunull, ,, herc.•a, c. .i pit.ti l rime, again,t indi, icl 
ual,· arc treated far more leniently. On it-.. all-dominant ideal. no 
age i.;; tolerant. 

In ancient hrael the c1ll-ah,orhing ideal of the Yah, i,t loyali, t, 
,, ac-. thr unity of (;ucJ and Hi:-. pure ,, or,hip. 1 he arch crime "a, 
idolatry. Hence, the ruthlc,. pen a I ties "hie. h ,,-ere ordained again,t 
tho,e \\ ho rejected ,md cndangerr<l the idea an<l " or,hiped idol-... 

The cenu alization of "or,hip in JenN1lcm meant that all th< 
Le, ite who had been offici,ttinl.! at the Ba mot throu~hout the 
land, "ere ncm \\ ithout mean, of Ii, t. lih< ,ocl. Speci.ll prm·i..,ion had 
to be made for their < are. ,rn<l tht I l utnonomic Coc..lc contain, 
.:uch pr°' i,ions. 

The cu,tom of ofkrin(! a temh of one', po,,e,,iuns, e pcciall~ of 
the produc.c of the ,oil. to the local ... ,tnt tu.ir~ " ~h an ancient one in 
I,racl and among other people,. Tht pr,H tiu' ,, .1, originall~ , oltrn
cary. 1 he Patri,1rc h J au ,b i, rl'pt e-,e11tcd a, \l1\\ ing th,H if YH\" H 
\\otild prop r him on hi, ,, a, and bring him b,1ck :-<1frh to hi, 
father\ hotN\ that ··of all th,lt, thou gi\l·,t me I ,,ill !.{iH' th tenth 
to thee·• (;t'n . ~8:~0-:?2 .. \braham c:a,c .1 llnth of .ti] th r boot\ 
\\hich he recaptured fwm ( hedorl,tomer, king of I:lttm, and hi, 
confederate.· to ~klchiledck. kin t! < f ·.1km, "pri ':-t of God ~Io, t 
High" Gen. 14- : 20 . \ tenth repn-,t ntcd .t ~encrou ·,; donation to 
the deit ~. 
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It remained ,·oluntaf") fnr a long time. Thcrr i-. 110 lcgi,lation in 

the Covenant Code or in thl Holine..;s Code which make!-- it obliga
tory upon the "or,hipcr to hring tithes to the <.;anctuar). Onl, in the 
Deuteronomic Code do we find ~uch kgi,lation ( Deut. 14: 22-2!); 
26 : l 2). 

In the 'orth there nc,·cr wa any official attempt to centraliL.c 
the cultu. and to outlaw the high places, an act which would 
ha\'e resulted in the di,placcmt' nt of large number of priests for 
whom other pro\'ic;;ions for ,u ... tenance would then ha\'r to he 
made. During th era of the Ramot, both in the 'orth an<l in the 
South, the priests ,, ho officiated at the local . hrine. received a 
portion of the animal ~acrifice..., which were brought. They al"o 
received a part of the fir,t fruit~ of the ground which the land
owner broug-ht annually, and a part of the tithe. of the har\'c,t 
e,,ery third year. The third year wa known as "the ) ear of the 
Tithe·• ( Deut. 26). 1 The priest ... hared the,e tithes e\'ery third 

4 Amos, who prophr,il'd in Northl'Tn Israel, drclarf'd in an ironic vein (4 :-1): 
"Comf' to Brtht·l and tra nsgrf.'s~; to Gilgal. and multiply transgn·ssion: brin~ 
your sacrifices evt'I") morning-, )Our tithes e\"CT) three days [,ears)." Ht·rc 0'~' 

c::,,n,itvy~ C'l:'il rw,,tv ;::, 
should be taken in thl' Sl'nsl' of ,t.,C .~.C'(L!, i.e. every ~ ear, as in Sam. I : 3. 
year with the poor, the- ... tranger, the widow and the orphan, for 
whom, howe,·cr, additional pro\'isions were later also made: the 
gleaning~'. of the field and orchard and the rorners of the field.;; 

:; This provision is not found in the Covenant Code. 
In the South, where attempts were mac.le in the rei~n of 

Hezekiah and Jo. iah to outlaw the Bamot, pro,·i-:ions had to he 
made for the displaced prie~ts. In the first place permis,ion was 
granted them to come to Jcru-:alcm, and to take their turn ervin~ 
at the altar in the 'Temple, and thu. receiYe their portion of the 
sacrifices ( Deut. 18: 6-8). They \\.-ere also gi,·en their share of 
the tithe ... which the people were now ordered to brin!!, a1111ually. 
"You shall tithe all the ,ield of your seed "'hich come forth from 
the field year by )'('or'' ( Deut. 14: 22 ) . E\'ery third ~ rar the land
owner, in tead of bringing his tithes to Jeruo;alem, could kec') them 
in hi~ home city, and the Le\'ite would get hi-; <.;hare there tD eut. 
14:28-29) . In the other years, he \\otild take hi-, ti •hr or thei1 
equi\'alcnt in money - to the capital, and purcha• e food \\ ith the 
money and eat it ther , along "ith the Lc\'itc, who mu"' ,o· be 
forgotten. Chronicle. retains the tradition that it w:~c. l' ing 
Hezekiah who impo~ed the tithe upon the people ( 2 Clirnn . 31 : 4-
6 ) . H ezekiah wa•· the fir t king- of Judah to order thr 1-cr'oval of 
the Bamot ( 2 Kings 18: 4). The Rabslrnkeh whom Senn lr1,crib, 
king of A"yria, sent to Hezekiah taunts the Judeano;: "On \\horn 
do you now rely ... if you say to me, '\\'c rely on YHVH our 
God,' j,; it not he who"e high places Bmnol and altar" Hc1.ekiah 
ha. removed, ~aying to Judah and to Jerusalem, ''You . hall 
,.,.or~hip [ only] before this alta1 in .Jeru~alcm ?" ' '' ( 2 King" 18: 19-
22). H ezekiah i" rredited al'-o with building storehou<:es in Jeru
salem to hold the tithe. "'hich were brought by the people or 
col cctcd from them. From thc,;;e ,tores the Levites recci"cd their 
hare ( 2 Chron. 31 :6- 12 ) . 

King Josiah, who abolished the Rnmot after ~1anas-:eh, '-On of 
Hezekiah, had re ·ored them ( 2 Kings 21 : 3), undoubtcdl y retained 
the tithe prm·isiom, for the upport of the displaced LeYites. He 
would not, howe\'er, permit thc<;e Levites who had returned to the 
Bamot under ::\1anas..,eh to officiate at the altar in the Temple in 
Jerusalem 2 Kings 2~:9 1 . "The) cnucl 1•c1t 1111l1 ·,1,1111·cl Ii, ad 

t l • ( l I 
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astray from me artcr their idol, "hen J,1 ,1l l "cnt a,tra~, ,hall 
bear their puni,hment. ... The) ,hall not come near to me, ti 
sen·e me as prie,t, nor come near an) of m) .-aned things .. . Y ct 
I "ill c1 ppoint them to krcp c han,!:e of tht' temple, to do ,l11 its ... en
icc and all that i, to be done it" E1:ck. 44: 1 () 11 . 

The a,m,ed purp<N' of the Deutcrnnomit ( de in it, fin,tl 
re,·i,ion, \\ a, to krrp the- people free from all forms of heathen 
con:amination and rn "be blamele~s before YHVH ) our God'' 
( Deut. 18 : l 3). It wac;; to ,en·c as a complete and final en non 
of law whirh would be binding upon the people for all time. "You 
hall not add to the word which I command you nor to /.: (' from it'' 

is twice repeated ( Deut. 4:2: 13: 1 ) . Time and aga:n. trr,,; j..., 
laid on the fact that YHVH ha crm1manded the r<· ";~1 • 1 do 
all the~e statutec- ·, (Deut. 6: 24 : ''oil the rnmmandm··n•o; ,, 11ich 
I command you thi-; da) )OU hall be careful to do'' Drut. 
8: 1 et al.). 

The Deuteronomir :-t) le i-; eloquent, at time<; impa,,ionccl, 
predicator~. The code i.., high!~ ,en,iti, e to human \",due, and i, 
informed by a deep re[(ard for thL undnpr i, iln:ed. It ha, ,111 

exalted conception of Jqaci ,h <L cho,l'n ,rnd tm l"n~11tcd p('op!c. 
It rail.., for a bmmdk,-. !m e ,md ,c·n ict d YH\"H . It i, the \ Ct~ 

!--tullmary of the long ,tnH.?.!!k to put inlt • t'ffr( t "ha t the foundc1 
of the faith of YH\'11. ~l<N',, had taught. lt aim, to dcfrnd it 
against adultc ration .md .tlil'n admi:-.:tt11c-, and to gi , e c 11T11 n-tt
t•,pre,,ion to the \\ ord, ,, hit h he t 1mm1L111il ,ned in the name nf 
YHVH. 

The Book of Dcutcr ononl\ ,hm" littk intt-rc,t in P.1tri,1rd1:il 
history. The m em hclmin!! hi,trn ir al fa< t "hH h detnmirH•.._ e, n~ -
thing ic:; the E ,odu, f, om r g~ pt ,md the ci, inc of the \\'rn d, 
ttt Sinai . The credo "hi< h i, to he taught to t hild, en "ho \\ ill 
a, k in time to come, "\\ hat ,..., the nwaning of the tc, timon ic, 
.tncl the statutes and the orclin,mn·, \\ hich Y 11\ ·H our God h,h 
commanded , ou?" Then vou ,h,tll ,,1\ to ,our ,on '\\'e \\ t' ll' 

Pharaoh'.- ~la~ e..., in [ (!~ pt :· and YHY H b1 <H;cht u, n~1t of [ 1.,': pt 
. .. that he might bring u..., in .ind ~in· 11-- the land "hi< h ht 
-;wore to gi\'e to our Lither,. \nd YH\.H commanded u .... to do all 
these statute:-, to fear :reH 1e YHYH our God, for cur ~ood 
ahvays', (Deut. 6:20-25 . The nulo \\ hith i, to lie ic<ited h, 
every Israelite "ho brought hi, ofT1.'rin !!, of fir ,t fruit-. to YH\'H\ 
:-hrine is: "'A "andl'ring ..\1,1m1-.m " ,t, m~ f.nh1 ·1; ,t11d hl" ,,tnt 
down into Egypt and ,ojounwd there, f1" in numhe1 : .. . and 
the Egyptian tre,ttl'd u, ha, , hh, .md ,1flli1 tcd u, . ,md laid upon 
us hard bondage. Thu1 " t' < ricd to YH\'H tlw God < f our fatht:r. , 

and YHYH bro11 .!)1t ti-.< ut d L-!, pt "ith ,l mi cht) h.md . .. 
• md he brought u.., into thi, pl,ll c .. .' . \ ncl ,ou , h,tll ' ( t it tht' 
basket containin~ the ofTn111 !.! do,,n hdnrc YH\' H \ tJUr (; ,id. 
and worship bdore YH\'H ~ our C uu·· , Dt·u t. .!h: j l!i . 
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The "Words" 

As regard" th· "\\'ords" them:-.eh·e:,;, the original T orah , thr 

three code are in remarkable agreement. 
The \ \" ord of the Book of the Covenant arc in the first instance 

grouped in the form of ten apodictic laws the Ten \\'ords (Exod. 

20: 1-14) . ."o, with slight \'ariation,, aic the \\'ord of the Denter

onomic Code- ( Deut. 5:6-18 ). Ten wa'- a common t~pc of ar

rangement; groupings of ten "'ere both com enient and an aid 

to memory. It i, '-ignificant that in two of the \\'ore!" ,.,hich arc 

p-i\'en in the D utcronorn i Decalogue \ the fourth and the fifth ) th • 

phra!-C "as YHVH, ) our God, commanded you' ' i, added. Thi" 

suggests that this Decalogue wa-; deriYed from an older collec tion 

of \ \' ord:-:. 
The Holine!-. Code has a ~omcwhat lar~cr body of moral in

jun tion" and regulati,·e principles "hich arc grouped together 

( LeYiticu 19 ). It has been maintained that an original decalo,gue, 

arranged in the form of a pen tad of double \ \" ords is to be found 
in it. I 

1 1•1· Ju I inn :\fo1~1•nstl'rn. '•Th(' D l'l a 10~111• of tht· Ho! i nl',s Cod~.'' J kb1t \\ 
C nion Colin~<· Annual, 1955, pp. l- 27. It appt·an, mon· likl'h·, howevn. th:it 
Lc·,iticu 19 i rornpos<·d of two older ~cts of \Vords ont' which rt'peall·d 
after l'ach commandment the n·frain "[ am YH\'H )Our God'' (t' ~- vc·rsl, 

2. 1. -l, '.{ l, '.n. 35: add Le, . 26: 1 ) nnd tht' othn which n-peatt·d the rc[rain 
"l ;11n YHVll" ' ( 1'.1(. ,1•r.cs 11 -18, 26-28. 21), :12 'H'i: add L l''· 26:2). 

It i:-. of intcrr. t to note that the H olinc-,, Code doe-, n ,>t contain 

the Decalogue which i, used in the other t" o code,. A:-. \\C had 

occa,ion to ,he>\\, the Ten \\'ord, rcpre,ented onlv e~< crptccl 

\\ orcls from a lanrcr body. The Holine,.., Code \\ a prnbabl) 

compiled in the :'.\orth , after the di\i,ion, "hen it certa·nh ,.,a, 

not good policy to drav, attention to the Decalogue, \\ hie h the 

J11ckan•: claimed. \\ ,ls in the Ark of the C:O\ en ant in the Jcru,alcm 

Temple. There was no rea..,on \\ h) it --hould arrcpt the Decalogue 

tc:-..t. 
.\ll three Code" contain additional \\'ords "hie h arc not found 

either in the Decalogue · or in Le\'i ticus 19. Thq arc inter ,pe'.rsccl 

c],c,, here in th ir te K 

It i.., thc'-C \ \ "ords, we brlic,-c, which constituted the original 

Torah, a nd rrprc~cnt in es,encc ,., hat ::\1 o,c-, him,rlf taught. Gen

er.ill) ~peaking, it i, the apodictic law,, the general, unconditional 

la\-\", which are found in the Codes '" hich arc the oldc· t l..rn:s of 

ancient hracl and which mu,t be traced back to 110. aic or e\'en 

pre-~fosaic times. Albrecht Alt correctly oh:,;en-rs: ".1. ow it oug-ht 

to he ,o mur h clearer how much the catrgory of the apodictic Ia.,, 

a•; such and a~· a whok i. rooted in the ba,ic in titutions of carh 

l-1 ad and h<l\\ cl<N'h it le.id 11, tlwr1 fon ~n th 01 i1ri1. tl 1 , 

I I I 1 ¥-"->Lf"'----"'-" Ilic c, t;\L' J 
11 I l i t111, nf thi l 1h '' 1\ 11( .,p t 111u l 11 .111, 1, 

h.,,, hcc11 th, l '.i rl) pcrirnl ,,l,i h pt1c 1·'1 till' fc111nd·n., of 111, 

,t.1 t·: ICJI i11 1h q :ipudi, ti1 1,,\\' ,,hi< h h 1 \ ll ,lllllcl u,, t!H'lt' 1, 

h I dh ., \\ Ill l \\ H I .. I I I "'P' ,i I I I 

1111 11t 111 th1 1 digu ,w, ur le g.11 , 1 l. .111d , 1 t 1 ,, n, d 

make ncce:-,a1 ~ .t 1.tte d.nin~ for tht Lt", i 11 qm·,tion. . .. Sime 

the \\ or~hip of Y H\'H \\ ith "b ich the ,1podit tic ht" ,tarn!, in in 

-vlt1hk contll'l tion ob\·iousl~ origin,ttcd in the clc,crt, O!le ha ; al'-<> 

to allow the '-,HlH' orig-in for the apodictic l,I\,, in their f 11nd,1-

11u·11ta l fnrm, c, 111 if not in the fo r Ill in "hid1 they ha\'c- hct·n 
h:111clcd down .... ·1 hu-, the c,111rniical a,,crtiou tha1 all l,t,,, 

\\ h:< h arc ,·a lid frn I ,1,1cl are connected "ith the mal.in , of tht· 

cm·cnant at the time of ~Io..,cs no\\ find.., a crrtain confirmation, 

at lea t for a , ,trticular kind of law f the apodictic) ."' :! 
2 .\Jbrecht Alt. Die L'rsp1iinge des 1.1rnel1tisrhr11 Rerllfs, 193+, pp. Gfl 70. 

The \\' ords them-,ch-c • carry "ith them no pcnal(e<;. El e\\ here 

in the code· the penal tie for the Yiolation of "omc of th,._,. \\' ord-. 

arc pre..,cribcd. But m ·er and abon · the puni,hmcnt ,, hir.h might 

be , ·i<;;itcd upon the indiYidual \\ho i..., found _guilt~ of tran gn·, ion. 

i•: the danger of prm·oking the " rath of YH\'H .,g.iin,t the entire 

community for hadng broken the Cm cnant. 
The indu,ion of the la\, on the S.1hhat h in the- Ike .1ln-~Ll'' and 

in Levi ti< u, I 0, \\ hich arr. compo,cd cntircl~ (If ,piritu,tl and 111or.tl 

du tic,, appear,, at fo:-t glance, to hl' inrn11t!Tt11H1,, hu t i1 ,, . 1i;; nc1t 

:-o regarded b~ the fnn·mo,t rt lic,icni... tcac her, of f , racl. 

Jeremiah, \\ho wa- (l'rtainl~ no tr:ulitional ritu a li t and 1111 

dell'nckr of cult. ,md ,,·ho, llllll c than .tn)· (If the prnphL't . < 011 -

Cl'iH·cl of religion in tt 1 nh of inner ,pi1itu.d 1·:xp1~ri1 n c- :ind 

ethical concluc t. nt'\Trtlw!c,-; ,uc ...... l'd tht' imp01ta11ce of 111 • in ti

tuti1 n of the .ilih.1tlt and it, oli~cn amt': 
''Thu-: ,,t)" YH\ H : Takl' heed for the ,akc (If ~nur r, " . and 

do not bear· ,l bunlt n rnt the ,ahhath da~ nr bring it in h~ the !_!a te, 

of Jnu,akm. :\nd do not < ,HI) a hurdcn out <1f )Cllll" hou c, 011 

the ,ahhath or do any work. but keep the ,abhath da~ holy. a1 / 

,·ommandcd 101n fathcn·· (]er. 17: '.!l-'.27 . 

Jeremiah i, hrrc remindin!.!, the people of a command which 

\\,I ~i,en to their forefather, ,,hen tlw~ kft EL:\pt in the cla):

of ~Io,c,. Thi, i-, the me.ming of tht' phra,c --.i-- [ commanded 

) our Lllher..-'' \\ hie h i, u,ualh follo" ed hv "" hen l hrouo ht them 
out of the land of Eg~pC ,J~r. 11 :-1 and .7 :2'.! . ... 

The prophet J:1ckiel re< all to the people that the cone.lit ion 

"hich \\a.· -.tipulated b) YH\'H on the da~ that He hroug-ht th<'ir 

fathe1- out of [g-\ pt ,, a, that the-\ \HHrld no lon~rr defile thcm

,rh c:-. ,, ith the idol, of Eg, pt. He al,o l.!":1\ r them ,t.ttutcs ,rnd 

ordin,111ce:,; and ,pecific.all) the ordinance nf the ~abbath. "~Imc

o, er I gaYe them m~ -,ahhath .t, a ,i~n bet\\ l·cn me and them.'· :: 
Ettk. 20:12. 

But J ,rael profaned the ~.tbbath .4 

' 1 also E,l'k. 22:8, 2ti. 

' l he ,·abbath \\ a:,; ,rn c,tabli,ht'd in,titution in the <la\·, of 

.-\ mos (8:5 , H cN·a 2: I l , and l,ai.ih ( I : I l , and much 

t·arlicr 2 King, +: 23 ::\"o mention i, made of the .. 1hbt1th in all 

of the pat1 i.tn hat hi,tur) "hit h j-, H·t c.rdl'd in the hook of Gem·,i, . 

• \ttcmph to trau· it, origin in J,r.1cl to ,t ~k,opotamian Jun,u 

fc,ti , al "h i< h the Canaanite-, ,tdoplt·d and from \\ hom the Hehn·,\, 

borrcm ed it, or to iclcntif ~ it "ith the Bah~ Ionian .~ habbatu. art' 

not comimin~. Sabbath hr,t appl,tr,, m jt\\i,h hi,ton· as a d,t, 

of n·,t ,., hilh ,, a, ordained .tt the time of the I:xodu, from [g-\ pt. 
It \\.t n_ot oh,cr\·ec.l _prior to the tinw nf ~fci...t•,. It ,, ,L-; the ~il!,rt 

o! the ~·~J,·enant which \\ ,t made at ~in,11 in thL ,.1mc ",l\ ,t, 

t 1rc11mn,1on \\ a" the ,ign of tlw .\hr.th.unitic < m cnant. ~1 he 

Dt·utt'ronomic Dec ,dnl!,Ut' i, , er: c-:--;p]i\ it on thi, subje< t : ••y1 11 



4 J SIL \'CR ~l, 1,c• ... 1rnl tht Original Torah- J 1 x I 2x25 Bask. 
"hall rcmcmhcr th.it \ou \HTC a ,en·ant in the land of Eg-) pt, and 
thC' Lord your God broug-ht ) cm out thence with a mighty hand 
and an outstrrH ht d ann: thrrd11rr the Lord your God ommandrcl 
)OU to keep the --ahbath day' ' ( Deut. 5: I 5) . Ezekiel recalls that 
the . abbath ,•.a, gi\Cn a:-- "a ,ign" "a sign of sanctifi ation," i.e. 
a selection and a --rtting- apart, bet,\een God and Israel at the time 
of the Exodu • ( E1ck. 20: 12 ) . Sabbath obser\'ance wai thus a 
diagnostic feature of YHVH worship. 

\\.ithout doubt, the original Torah ontained a law ahout 
Sabbath ob,er\'ance such a is found in the fourth \\"ord. It i-; 
quite likely that ~Io ... es irn.tituted the .. abbath day as a . ymbol of 
the people\. drli\'crance from unremitting .-Ian· labor in Eg) pt 
and a•· a ,i~n of their new ]if e of freedom. 

It ic. not likely that any other day of obsen·ance wa. ordained 
by ~1o<-e<; exc pt the Festival of Pe..,ach. Pesach was originally a 
\'ictory fc<-ti\'al to celchrate the departure from Egypt. It may 
well ha,·e been instituted by ~Im,es him. elf hortly after the people 
left Egypt. The bib]ical account actually . tate. that the fir-,t 
P~ m·er was celebrated by the Hebrews in Egypt it elf just prior 
to the~r flight ( Exod. 12 ) . This )Iosaic Pesach had nothing to 
do with the festi\·al of unlea, encd bread ( the If ag H a-A1 atzot), 

an agricultural spring fe:-tival with which Pe. ach was later merged. 
Pe(:ach wac; probably not its original name. Pesach wa5 a night 
fc. tival which Ia tcd only one night from sundown to . unrisc 
( Lev. 23; 5 ) . It v. a• a common practice in Egypt for ceremonie • 
connected v. ith certain fe ti,·als to begin in the e,·ening and to 
Ja•· t only until daybreak. The i;pecific reac;on for the night cele
bra· ion which is given in the biblical account i. that the children 
of l .. racl left Egypt '•in the e\'ening at the going down of the . un" 
(Deut. 16: 6 ) . The festh·al is called the Night of Commemoration 
( J,m l , lumurim ) . "1 t i~ a Night of Commemoration dedicated 
to YHVH for He brought them out of Egypt. This night, there
fore, i" to be commemorated by all the children of I. rad throughout 
the creneration•.'' ( E.xod. l 2: 4 2 1. 

A· this night fr<-ti,·al which commemorated the flight from 
Ee;~ pt, each how,< hold killed a lamb at "iundown, boiled it, and ate it, 
an<l whaten·r remained of it until the morning wa. burnt. The or
din;i nre found in Exoduc; 12 in._i,ts that the lamb should not he 
ho;led hut roa:-tcd r \'\'. 8-9 ). The ordinance found in Dcut. 16: 7 
,tate--: that the Paschal lamb should he boiled. It ~e<.'m-.. likel~ that 
the Dcuteronomic ordinance retains the older tradition. The lamb 
"' a", nnt a ~acri ficc in anv sen e of the term. It v. as not offered upon 
any a 1tai, nor wa" any portion of it gi, ·cn to the prie')t or . et aside 
for the dr it~. It " as a secular commcnsal feast in \•v hich no 
. trarn{er participated and it commemorated the deli\'erance from 
Egypt. Boiling of che meat \\ as the original practice in I ')rael 
even in the case where pilgrims to a shrine of YHVH prepared 
their meal,:; part of "hich they gave to the local prie'-t.. Thi wa-; 

:; Jud~. 6: 19; 1 am. 2: 13. 
the custom, for example\ at Shiloh, where the demand of Eli's 
sons, from the people who came to the ~brine, for raw meat to 
roast instead of partaking of the boiled meat of the family ,-va', 
looked upon a~ a great sin. It may well be that the burning of 
sacrifice was a Canaanitish rite. It is not likely that the ancient 
I sraclites, prior to their settlement in Canaan and for a long time 
thereafter, practiced any othrr kind of anin1al "acrificc- th m till' 
Oil(' <l·c,;1 I r11 t ( It I 
1 It l (.. 1 n. a 11 1 t t 111 fh,n ll l , . , 1 r l , r • • 11 du I l·n 11 

of the pr ophct ,1, .1lil'll and < t•11;..u1 ., hie. 
\\'hen the tribe, cnll'll'd ( :111a,111 .ind «·ttl, do,,n t,, .111 ,ll.{lt-

tlllt111 .1I lift-. thn q11i1,,,· THflJ l ii\ tn tt·lclu.1ll' th ,lllll 1, I 
) .. { ,t1,' ,I 

~car. a fe.,_ti,,tl of CnkaH:m·<l Bread ,,a-.. tdcbr,tlcd fo1 ,ix da~", 
during which time no lca\'ened bread " a eaten. Bread offered 
to YH\'H " a· ah" a ys ,, ithout 1cm en, hrnrr, holy bread. Leaven, 
becaw-e it cau,e<l fernH'ntation. " as looked upon a a form of 
putrcf,ll tion. 1 he ,c,·cnth da~ \\ .1 • l ullt•d .l/_c1ct c n \\'hich all 
,, 01 k wac; for-hidden. 

Th:· coincidcnc e of the , inor~ rt. khration of the Xight of 
Commemoration and the annual ~pring fe. ti, al occurring in the 
ame month at about the same time soon led to the linkin~ np of 

the two celebration · and the blending of their ritual . In Egypt 
it wac; not infrequent that ·pecial celebration., . uch ~ that of a 
mili~ary \'ictory, would be made to coincide \\ ith an already exi<.ting 
annual fc~ti\'al. Tho ·e Hebrews who were already cttlrd in 
Pale tine prior to the Exndu" had probably been celebrating the 
f c ti,·al of nlca\'cncd Brr ad for ~ome time. Their nomadic 
ancestor'-, C\'en prior to their settlement in Canaan, may ha\ t· 
celebrated a pring fcsti, ·al connected \\ ith the lambing ,c,1,011. \\ t. 
ma\' a,,umc that the celebration of the ~ight of Commemoration 
wa • far mm c popular among- the t rihcs "!10,c ,t lH c,ton, t. amc out 
of J:g~Tt in ~orthcrn l,1acl- than in the :--,, 11th. 

\\'hen ring Jo--iah annexed ,omc of the tc, 1 itory "hich origi
nallv bdongccl to the Kingdom of J,rnd, :me! made a dctnmincd 
diort to "in back the dt.·,CC'nclant-. of thc, ... t· "ho h,1cl ,wt been 
cknn·cd h~ the King nf \,.._, ria to pnliti, ,tl .mcl rcligiou.., 1111it~ 
"ith Judah. he "rein,titutcd'. the fr,ti, ,d ()f Pt·,ach but changed 
ih character from a home to a Tcmplt t d b1 ,ttio11 .. \ <, ordin~ tcr 
2. Kin n-•· ~:1: ~ I - 23, "the- k.in~ r Jo,i.tl1 ( crmmandccl ,di the pt'OJ)lc. 

'keep the fr,ti,al of Pe,,uh to YH\"H ~our (,od, a, it i ... ,,riucn 
in thi , Book of the ( m·enant.' ror no ,uch Pe,at h had been kept 
since the day, of the judges \,ho judgt•d l,rad. or durin~ all the 
da,s of the kings of I ,racl or of the kin ~.., of Judah; but in tht· 
eighteenth year of K ing Jo,iah thi-.. Pc,,tt h ",l.., kept to the Lord 
in I nurnlcm ." The 1 ... raclitr--, of com,t·, did not celebrate tht· 
fe,ti\·al in thC' Temple in Jern,alt.'m: nor did the, c ckbratc it ,ll 
Bethel or at an) other , hrine. It ,, ,t:-. eek brated ~1" ,1 home fe-.,ti, .1I. 

in the familv circle. 
The a '-OCiation of all the three ft ,ti, ,tJ.., of P,1,-.,0,·er .. habuot, and 

, uccot with the E'-'.odus wa the final c.lcH·lopmcnt. P ,t'-'O\Cr, a, \H' 

hm·c een. \\ as in the cour,e of time t ombinccl "ith the E:-,.odu, ft,.,__ 

ti\'a l, the ~ igh t of Commemor,nion. Tht.' h •,1.._l of \\' eek,, an ag-ri
cultural fc ti\'al "hich " a..; cclehratrd at the t ime of the completion 
of the ,, heat httn est, and ·uccot. the autumn fr,ti , ,ti "ht>n thl' 
final har\'est of grape", fruit.... and oliH·s ,, ,..._ l!,tthe1 t.'d in. were both 
linked with thr ~tor~ of the [:-,.odu the former a, the ,mni,er:--ar, 
of the re,elation at .'inai {" the timr of th(' ci , ing of our Torah'' )·. 
the la tter a-; commemorating- f .,_1 ael\ thH·lling in liooth.., during the 
period of \\ andcring in the ,, ildemt ,,. 1 he thm nughgoing- n ligiou, 
reformation under J o,iah ,md the !.!'Cl1 t 1,1' t n·nd tm, ard the t rntr,d
i,ation of \\ Or:--hip in Jeru --alcm fom1,tli,ed tht·,c ,c,1,011,il ou,t--ion~ 
into nation~l holida~~ of pill!! ima!!c to the ccnu ,ti ,,mctwtr) in J r, u
~alcm. During the :--,c:cond C:ommc mH·,tlth the) ",t'\l'd inu e.t,in~h 
important in the life of the pcnplc. 

Ro,h Ha,h,m,th ::\c\\ \'car - not ,o cil·,il!na tt·d in the Bible 
an~ Yorn H,t-Kippurim L,t) c1f \tont·n1cnt "t't..'111 to be po--texilir 
ft>,tl\ ,tis. Onl) the later :-nun t·, of the Pt•Jlta lt·11ch mention tht·m. 
1 here i ... no rcfrn·me to thtm m thl carh hi,totil,d rt.:tord-. of thl' 
Bible or ,m1011g the propht·t-.. • 



12 ~JLYLR ~fr ,,t·• ,lllll till O11ginal Torah I lx12hl5 B,t"k. 
\\hen mtn 1dt11td ,o the \\<1nl, or to the ori{.\inal lm,1h, the~ 

often <,died it Edut. "Tr,tin1<lll)." the la,,, "hich bore ,,itne,, to 
the Cmenant. "He c,tabli,h<:d a Te,timo11~ 1 Edut ] in J,1cob, and 
,tppoint a Tor,1h in I,, ,Hr· P,. i8: 5 . ~Io,e, s;aid to the people: 
''Lt~ ~our hea1 t~ to all tht' \\ (lfd~ "hirh J ha\'(_' ,et up as a tc ... timony 
for )OU on thi, cl,1, ·, Dl'ut. 32: 46 ) . The table, of the Decalogue 
,,ere kncl\\ n as the ··T,1hlc, of the Tc,timon~ :· \\'hen Jehoiada the 
pt ie,t rarri<:d out hi, ,u« c,!'-ful , ou /1 d'/tat again-..t Quc<:n Athaliah 
in behalf of a pro-Yah, i,t rd,lrmation and placed the )Oung Joa,h 
of the d)na,t) of Da, id on the throne, he ··put the c-ro\\ n upon him, 
and gan· him the T< ,timon)'," '• a rop) of the original Torah, to 11 1/n-'Edut. 2 Kin~~ 11.1:? 2 Chron 2~:11. 
,ymboli1.e the purp<N.' of the revolution and the king's rc,pon,ibilit} to YH H. 

The \\'ord. "hich "ere tontained in the orig-inal Torah of i\[o,c, 
were unlike the \\Ord" of coumel, saying-,, or pron·1bo.; \\hich \\ere 
gi,·cn, for example, h, a father to his ,on, .... urh a, one finds in the 
\\ i,dom literature of the Book of Proverb,, or in the ancient imtru( -
tion~ of the Eg, ptian Ptah-hotrp, King ~leri-ka-re, Ani or Amcn
em-opet. The ,,·ore!~ ,,ere gi,cn by YH\·H to Hi, people. Thq 
were di, ine imperati, t. ,. at the , eq core of the faith. The) con,ti
tuted a ,ummon, to the people of Js;rael to follow a way of lik 
\.'11ich thc~e ,\'ord, defined and which con,titutcd the ba-.i" of the 
Covenant. Thr) \\ ere ,poken by YH\'H Him,clf and bv Him to all 
the people dirc<tl). The) \\ere the laws of YHVH. Hammurabi, 
too, according to the has-relief on the ,telc upon ,, hich hi..., code i, 
in--cribcd. recei, ed the commission to \Hite elem n hi, la,\., from the 
-;un-god , 'hdn1c-1,h. But the la\\, are Hammurabi', law ..... The king 
take, particular pain-. to point out both in the prolog11c and the 
epilogue of hi~ code th,ll th<. hn"' , .. ere Jur la\\,. He dee re 0 d then. He 
enacted them. 1 he ju,tiu· ,, a, h1s ju,ti<. e, and thr ,, ord, \\ ere hi, \\Ord<.;, 

The \\'ord" of the Torah of :\fo. c.., did not ,c,t on c u,tom hut on 
di,·inc authorit). Thr, "< rr dog-ma and "rrc ba,cd on revelation. 
There arc man-made l.rn, <md th(Tc arc traditional habit" ;1.nd 11,agc 
of< ommunit\ life "hie h ar h,1rdened into la". Both tlr<' n·,pon,i, t 
to th" changing- need, of man, and ,-.hen the, a,c ju,t and lon~
c,tah)i,hcd, the) come to be regarded ,1, di, i11ch ,,1nctin1v·d. But 
th<· ideal•, and the ultimate nir1rt1I ..,t,1ncl,u d, are lone ci, cd as hav
ing- been re, caled to man. Thq arc gi\'cn lo him h) his Creator. 
They do not chang-e. 'f he) do not ratif~ lon~-c,tabli,hcd tr·ihal cu-..
tom" and time-honored pr,lC. Li<.<''-. The) proclaim that "hich .1hould 
be done now and for all futwc time. 

It wa• to th<·,c \\ ords of the original Torah th,tt the pro11hct, 
pointc l \\ hen thC\ ~h,trplv < on<.kmnccl a faithlc,-. Israel. Thn 
ncarh ,' l"a~ :-: tM' the term Torah the Torah of ~lo-.e,, the Tot.th 
of YIIVH in the ,ingular, not Tomi in the plural. 

Le!.:,• I ,cc'c,, both ri"il and rcrernonial, \H're later affixed to thi, 
ori11in; I Torah, not , ·ire ,-cr-;a . The \-\' ords \\Crc there lori_g he fore 
the c."sn J;-m ~•rHI the cu,toman Im,, \\Crc codified. The \\'ord, 
are r,c•t later in,rrtion •. The codes \\ hich contained c i,·il, criminal, 
and iitual la,\'-, legal deci,ion<.; and the cr~,tallization of many "ocial 
cmtom~. were latched onto the ori.~inal Torah and their points of 
on-la·ching arc not difficult to di~rm·cr. In due time the . ame divine 
author·tv '"hich the original Torah po-.,c"cd \\ a" claimed for all 
that wa sub,cquenth t1cldcd. ·1 h11, the ,1uthnr I f thl' nc-utcr onomi( Cncc f 1un·h I ti 
~ f I 

II th ( em plt in till 1ci0 11 o r Kin 
IH· 1 . 'nt.,in, .1 .. h .11 p clh,1i1 • 
, 01d·, tn lt i111\\trc l\tr 

( ,ode \\ htl h ,, .1 

tJwJt- '-• (' \ C l l 

I, \\ hi, h .I I -

11 t, t hi 
d • \ I.. \,tl( 11 1.. 

and onl'nance• which Goel u,mmanc'.t cl \lrN·, to tc,H h the people 
th~tt l 1'<.''.' "ma) dn them i11 the land to ,,hi(h )< u ate going- m·cr to 
po~ c <:-; it'· Deut. 6: I . Thc,r 1.m, "('rt· to be "ritten ( not can eel ) 
on larr~c pla-.tn<-d stone, \\ ith pi~m( nt upon ,t pre pa red ,ur f.tc< in 
dw "!de of tht Lg) pt1,111, "c n the d a, that , 011 pa ..,s o,·cr till' Jor 
dan , .. :-- ncl the~ \\CIC lo he -.ct 11p ·1 ~loullt I:bal Deut. 2-: I H 

Th•· ,·at11tc, and ordin,tncc, \\ hie h "ere ,·:u inu"l) appe11dt'd l o 
the oricrinal Torah arc ca.,ih cli,tingui,hahle. The\ ,11e phra,cd a~ ,l ~ . . 
rule in the ra,ui,tir ,t~ Ir. in the h~ pothctical form of a conditional 
propo ition and it'> di,po,ition if ... then ) . Thi.., ..,t~ le wa..., com
mon tr- ncarl) aJl the legal code of the ,rn< icnt Xear Ea<;t, ,urh as 
the E-.}rnunna and Hammurabi Code-.. :\'one of thc,e rode, em
plo) c<l the apodictic. unconditional ,tdc "You ,hall,'' and "You 
,hall not'') \\hirh i, ,o charactcri-,tic of the original Torah ancl the 
prc-:\Io,air ?111H.inz. the tribal c u"tom, \\ hich \,c,c tradionall) 
binding upon the people. 

Intcrc--ting too, i• the cont1 ast ,, hi< h one find, bet\\ ccn the pro
logue; ~nd epilogue" of the Hchrc,, code, and tlHN' of othc·r anci<'nt 
cocks. The pro}o{!ur to the code of I,\\\, of Lipit-1,htar '-itll'H'r and 
.\kk;Hl. nineteenth <Tnt11n P.r..F. i, ,1 p,H'.tn nf p1.1i,c to thl' mlc-r 
11n lt·r ,, 111 e ,pon,or,hip the la\\, ,lie p11hli,Jwd. ·1 hr rpiloc tH' in
\'okc·: bk, inc:, upon thn,(· "ho ,, ill 1111t d ,1111.tl.!l' or t'ra,c the s tt·lt
upon ,,hie h the Ia,,, ,lit ,Hittc·n «•r ,Hill' "hi, n\\n namt' upon it. •• 
The C:ndc nf l lamm11r,1hi ,d,o h .. , .in l''.\:tcn,i, c ptolocue \\ hcn·in 
thr k'nJ.! pr;1.i c, him,df and t':-..tnll, hi, n" n :1< hin t•nwnt-- <·xtr,I\ .1-
!,!anth-. Thr cpilocue j .. addrc,,cd alnHH cntin h to "the kin(! \\)10 
in the da, ,· tn come "ill ,tppcar in the· l.rnd." Tht' pcopll· arc in-
, it<·d to read the l:rn, \\hi<h arc 111,<1ihcd nn the ,tdc in order lo 
com·inrr thrm,eh-c of \\h,1t a l!l<,ll pn tc<tnr ,md f1itncl the\" ha,t· 
in H anrnrnrabi. Th< kin,._. hm, t, t'r. 1, n·,pc 111,ihlc fnr their cnforct'
n1t·nr. r11t11rc ruler-. ,ire adn10ni-.ht d tn < h,t nc the l.t\\, ,md not to 
,1bnli,h or alter them. Then follm, m,111~ < opiou, malcdic tinn, ,, hid1 
will de rend upon the head of tla ndc1 "hn "ill Ill' l!Uilt~ of ,uch outrage.· 

7 n .lncit11I \'1 rr E,1 t T,.>./ r. p 'fl 

Tbc prcamhlt, to the Hebn" u><.h, l«in1.1i11 not .t \, nrd nf p1.1i,, 
for :\lo-.,, or fm am one c•J,p. ·1 he pur pn-.c and intent of the code, 
are < lcarh '-t,lted. Their ,1im \\ a, to make of the people a ho)\' peo
ple, a "kin!_!dom of prit,t-.. ,md ,l holy nation." The cpilol!ttC, contain 
both hle....,int! and c ur,r, hut th<, ,m directed llllt to a king or a 
rnlcr hut to the rntirc peopk. The \\'md, of them it:inal Torah "cr-c 
directed to c, er, man and \\ om,tn. ·1 he di, int· CO\ en.mt ,, '" made 
\\ith all of them and the, ,tood tommitted tn enforce them, ca< h 
in hi·· own life. nm men I) the kint: or hi, m,11:i,trate,. 

The orig-in.ii Torah "a, ,uhjet ll d to n, i,i, n, b~ !.tttr hand, .111d 
",1', ariou,h tran,mittcd. Con,eqm ntl) t ht r c ,, a, no ,ttthili,ed tt·,t. 
Rni,iom \\Cre made for ,l ,,tri<·t~ of 1ta,on, hut thc, .tre readih 
di,rerniblr. \\'c tailed attention ahmc t > th<" f(lunh of the Ttn 
\\'ord, in [xodu, and Deuteronomy in ,, hi, h t\\ o I nnflic tin{! c,pla
n,ttiono.; are g-i, en for the in-.titution of th« ·.1lih,1th. The t xpo-.it1 r~ 
,t,1tement that di,·im· retribution l ,tcnd, 1J11to the thi, d and fomth 
~cneration "h ich i~ found in the ,t 1 011d \\ onl i, < lea rl} r, 1n trad it tcd 
hy the Dcuttronomi< ( odt· it,df D, 111. 2--1: I I) . 

In Le,iticu, )ti. one find, l1·Li,l.1tll111 nf :t non<'thit,tl ,tnd purch 
ritual nature inttr pa,cd ,tmonl! th,· ,·thi,-. tl and ,pi, iu1,tl l:t\\ of 
tht· ori~inal Tor,1h. ·1 ht ,c pn ,, r iptim1, < 0111 crninl! l'igud ,,it n
fic ial fle,h not to be < ,ttt·n .tfter 1h11 t' d n,; A. 1/r1yim nunn,ltur.d 
mixt111t' of t,,o kind, of cattle nr ,ccd; ,\h l'afn1 _ mi:xt1111· of ,,uol 
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and linrn doth; and Or/ah- fruit of trees not to he eaten duriug 
the fir.-t three ~ cars of their plantin~, a, c certainly later interpola
tions among- the \\' ords, though the practice-; thcmseh·es may he of 
ancirnt origin. 

Omitting the few unrelated ritual proYisions from their text, a!
\\ell as the unc:-!--ential and contradictory expository statements re
ferred to abo\'e, the \\lords of the three code. may well rcpre cnt 
the content of the original Torah of :\fose .. 

There is little of formal theology in the! e \\7 ord other than th<' 
two foundation doctrine of the faith-the unity of God and the pro
hibition of images. There i. no doctrine here of inherent human de
praYity and of the need for atonement, redemption, or salvation. 
The . orrows and despair of the "'odd arc not dwelt on, and no , .. ·ay 
of escape i offered from the trammels of exi. tence. There are no 
magical formulae here b} mean of which to con train the deity, nor 
any technique of di,·ination b} which to a. certain his will. othing 
is said about preexistence, reincarnation, tran-,migration, a judgment 
day, re.,urrection, or immortality. No me. siah i! promi.,cd, no world 
renewal, no f uturc age, and no kingdom not of this world. Herc arc 
clearl) indicated ethical guidcpo. t5, pointing the way toward a sound 
and orderly way of life for the individual and . ociety. Herc are 
standards of behaYior which do not tran cend the limits of man's 
power~. "For this commandment which I command you this da~ j.,_ 

not too hard for you, neither i. it far off" ( Deut. 30 : 11 ) . f indful 
of the frailtie. of man and of the pitile • impediments of hi life on 
earth, demand are neverthcle.. made upon him and commands 
are gi\'en him which call for unremittin~ spiritual effort and a pira
tion toward the good life and the good society. Thi<; is the ori~inal 
Torah which Mo e. set before the children of I. racl according to th<> 
command of YHVH-a Torah of monumental implicity, of lucid 
clarity, of great depths, but of no my tcric:. 

AC'COROI:--.G TO THE CO\'FXAXT CODE, EXODUS 20 

The Decalop,ue 

( I ' "I ;1m YI I\ H )Our Goel, It i, T, \'){\'IL your God] who brou~ht you 
out of the land of l:g) pt <Htt of tlw hm,,,. of hond.ic,<'. 

('.! "\'011 ,hall h,l\l' no other 1znch hdnn· 1111•. You ,hall not m 1'-e ,nun•·lf 
.t (!;r,1,1•11 irna~c. or .tn) likrnc,, of an) thin!;\" that i, in hraven ahw·-. or th ,t j., 

in I H' 1•;irth lwnnth, or tli,tt i, in the \'iltcr under tlw 1•arth; you ,hall not 
b,m cl<,1111 to them nr ,e,,T them; ( for T Yll\'H 1111ir God am a jealo11, Cnd, 
\'i,i tini.: the i11iq11it~ of the fathn, upon th<' children to t}w third :l'Hi fn11 1 th 
.~erw1at inn of tl1<ht' \1 ho h,tte nw. but ~h,l1\ in!!. ,1e.1dfa,t Im·,, to thou, md-., of 
tho,c \\ho !me nw and keep my cnmm, ndnwnh . 

(3) ''You ,hall not t;ike thc- namc- of Yll\'II ,our (;od in vain; (for \'II\.Jl 
\\'iJI not hold him ~11iltlc,, "ho t 1ke.., hi, n-mw in vain ). 

( I ) "Rem<·mhcr tlw ,abbath da1, to kc·ep it hoh , Si, d.1,·s vo11 "hall hhnr. 
and do all your \\ntk; hut the sC\-cnth day is a ,lhbath to YI l\'11 your God; 
in it you ,h,tll not do any work, }Oll, or }Olff i.on, or ) our <lau{.\htcr. , ·our m.111-

~enant. or your m 1idsen.mt, or ,our cattll', or the ojourncr \\'ho i, "'thin 
)OU gat,.....,; for in ,;;ix da}s YI l\' JI madc- hc-a,·c-n and earth. the ,;;e1. ;rnd all 
that ic; in them, and rested the sc, nth day; tht·rdorc YJIVII blc,;;s1·d the sab
bath da} and h:.tllowrd it ) . 

(5) " Jlonor }OUr fat11("r :ind )Our mothrr ( that )Our d::t)S may br long in 
the land ,, hid, Yll\ 'll your God ~he,;; you). 

( I> ) ''You ,hall not murder. 
( 7 ) "Ynu ,h.tll not < nmmit ,tclultf'ry. 
rn "Y 1 1 m ,t 1 

I t. 

n t , , , r '\ I h.1ll II 

111•hhn1· ,,1f,·,01 r hi ,, I , .i 

nr ,lll\tl1111 th ti • 1 11 

THE DE.B.lRJ.11- l Ill: .. \\'ORD~" 

ACCORDl,G TO Tl rn OEl.TF.Ro::-,..or.irc CODE, OEUTEROXO:\[Y 5 

Thf' /), , alo!!_11c 

(I ··1 ,m1 YI!\ II )•1u1 c:ocl. [It i I. Yll\11, }our Cod] \\}10 h, u ht 
~ 011 0111 , f I h,· I md of I:!!) pt. out of tlw h1 tl'I' of h ind 1g •. 

(2 '·You ,hall h,t\'l' 110 other god, before nw. You ,hall not rn ikt· f 1r \Our

~crr a gr,1,·cn im.tl.?.l'. or all) likc-nc,, of an) thing that i'> in hewcn ab ,,·c. or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water und<'r the earth; ,ou shall 
not hm, do,, n to them or ,cn·c them; f for I YH\'IT ) our God am a j ·alou, 
God, , ·i~itin,g the iniquity of the fathers upon the c-hildrc-n to th" third and 
fourth generation of tho-.c "ho hate me, but ~hm, ing stcadf.i t lo,·r to thou
. ands of those- \\ho low me and keep my c-ommandmt•nts ' . 

(:~) " You ,hall not t.tkc the narn1• of YH\TI ,01,r Cod in , ·a in: ( hr \'11\'II 
\\ ill not hold him guilt le,, "110 takes his n.unt' in vain . 

(}) "OIN·n·e the ,abh,1th d .1, . to hc-p il hol). ' ,1s Yll\'l I your C 1d co111-
manc1ecl }OU ) . . ix d,t), \Oll \h,111 lahor, and do all ,our \\Ork. but the ,c1t·nth 
day is a ,abbath to Yil\'I[ your (;nd: in it )Oll ,h,tll 111t do a ny \I C>'k, )OIi, or 
)'Our ,nn. or }Ottr cL1ugh1er. or your man,<'na11t. o r 1nur 111.tid,<'n'.11 J1 . or 1u11r 
ox. or )Our a,,. or an) of )rnir cattk. or th<' ,ojourncr 1d10 i, within )Olli!... lt1,. 
(th.it ~0111 m.111,Pl\'ant .,ncl )Olli ' 1t1 lid,111 ,11H ma,· n·,t a, ,,,·II.,, ,011. Y 11 1 

i-h.tll r<'nwmb1·r that )Ptl ,,,•n· .1,er\':111t in the l.111d of [g,pt. and '111\11 
}<1\11' ( ,•,d broucht ,ou nut then.-,· ,, ith a 111i~ht) h.uHI and an ni1t,tn'trh1•cl 
a,111; tlw1cfo11· Yll\"11 )Olll' (;ocl 1nm111ancl,·d ~011 to k1·1•p the ,.dib11li d I)). 

P) " ll111111r ) Ollr father .,nd your moth<'r .. 1, \ JI\ II , ·our C od 1<1111-
mall(kcl y1111; th.It ) o II d,l\, 1 1.1y lie prnl1111~1'CI. .,ncl th.it it may l!O \11•11 \\ ith 
)ll11. in tlw l,111d 1d1i1h Yll\ II }Ollt (;ocl ni, ,•, )OU ) . 

{ Ii • \ 1111 ,h,dl not murd, r. 
( 7 '·:\e11hn ,Ji.ill you commit .,dult<'T). 
(B) • "\,·itlwr ,h.tll )OIi ,t,·:tl. 
(!l • :"\ ithrr ,hall ,ou llt',1r f.d,e ,,itn, ,, :ic-.,in,t )<lllr neighbo r. 
(Ill · :-.;-e·tlwr ,hall ) Oil c1,,·1•t , our n,•i!,!hhnr\ ,,ifl'; .,ncl )<HJ ,h,11 not ck

sir<' ) llltr nci~hbor\ hou,c. hi, fi1·lcl. or hi, m,11N'lY,ll1l, or hi m.1id,1•n-.111t , 
his ox. o r hi, ,1,,, or anything th.n i, )our nl'id1hu1 \.'' 

ACCORDr'.':G TO THE 1£Ll:"-,FS~ COOF., I F\'TTIC 'S 19 

'·You shall lw holr; for I Yll\'11 ) Oll r G,cl :u11 holy. J:,·ny one of you ,h.dl 
re,cre h i, moth<'r and hi, father. and yuu ,h.tll keep my , ,dihath,: I ,till 

YTl\'II ,our ,od. Do not turn to idol · or m,1ke for )U11r,1'hc-, molten {!nd, : 
I ,1rn YIJ\.Il )Our Goel. 

"You '-hall not steal, nor ck.ti f,d,t ly. nor lil' to on<' another .. \ncl you ,h.dl 
not '1\'C'ar U} my name fal,t'I} (.ind ,o pn>f,me the n.1nw of )OUr God: I ,till 
Yll\ ' l r. 

"\'ou ,hall not oppr<",, your ne ighbor or rnh him. Tlw \\,tc,t>, of a hin·d 
sen·.int ,hall not remain ,, ith )'Ou all ni1.?.ht until the morning. You ,hall not 

rnr-,c• the dnf or put a ,tumbling block IJ\'inrc tlw hlincl, but ,ou ,h.tll fr.tr 
)Our God: I am YI!\ I I. 

"You shall do no inju,tin• in judgment; you ,hall not be p.irti,tl to tht• pnor 
or dd1•r to the great, but in rightrou,n1•,, ,h,dl )OLJ juclc;e ~our 1wig)1bor. You 
i-hall not ~o up and elo"n a., a ,landcrer among your p<'opl<'. and you ,h.dl 
not stand forth agaimt the life of )Our ncichhnr: I ,un YI l\' 11. 

"You shall not hatc- your brother in your h1•,1rt, but you ,h.tll reason " ith 
your neighbor, le t vou bc•,tr ,in bccau~e of him . You ,lull not t,1ke \'Ct1!_(ca111'i' 
or bear any grudge ag,1in,t the ,ons of )Our O\\ n people, but rou ,lull Im 1 
}Our neighbor as your-i·lf : I ,un Yll\ II. 

''You ,h,tll not cat ,tny flc,h \\ ith the blood in it. You ,hall not prar t ir,• 
augur) or witchcraft. You ,hall not round off the hair on your tt•mpl1·, nr 111.ir 

the rcl_g,·, of your bear.I. You <;hall not make .rn~ rutting, in )our fl 1·,h 011 

arrount of the dead or tattoo an) m,1rk, up ) <HI: I a111 YI T\' Jl. 
''Do not profane )Ollr d,1ught1•r by m.tkin~ h\'r a h,.i lot, lc~t the Janel f.tll 

into h,1rlotrr and the I.ind bc-conw full of 1\ickrdnc,,. 

"Do not turn to mediums or 1\i1ard,; Ul) not 'l'ek tlwm out, to be defiled 
b}' them . I am YH\'11 )Our God. 

"You ,h.tll ri,l' up before· tlw ho,1n h1 ,HI, and honor the f.1<c of an old 111,111. 
and ~m1 ,hall fear } our C 11d: I am YII\ 11. 

"\\'hen a !-trangcr ,ojourm "ith )OU lil )<HJr I.ind, rou hall not do him 
wrong. Th<' stranger \dlO ,ujnurns \\ith )OU ,h.tll be to }OU .1 the nath·c 
amonl{ )OU, and }OU ,h.111 lo\'t' h11n ,1-. }OUr~l•lf; for )UU wc-rc . tr,111ger" in th, 
land of E~ypt: I am YI l\'IJ )Our Guu:· 
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Additional Debarim-"W ords'1 

IN THE COVENA1 T CODE 

NoTE: We include only those additional words which, in one form or an
other, are found in all three codes and which the prophets asserted were 
included in the Torah of YHVH and served as the basis for YHVH's qove
nant with the people of Israel. (See chapter 3.) 

"When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh 
he shall go out free, for nothing ( Exod. 21 : 2). 8 

8 Originally it was probably in the apodictic form as found in Jer. 34: 14. 
"You hall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, ( for you were trangers in 

the land of Egypt) ( Exod. 22: 20). 
"You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. ( If you do afflict them, and 

they cry out to me, I will urely hear their cry; and my wrath will burn, and 
I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your 
children fatherless [Exod. 22: 21-23] ) . 

"If you lend money to any of my people with you \vho is poor, you shall 
not be to him as a creditor, and you shall not exact ~nterest from him 
(Exod. 22: 24). " .$v 1/-~ 

"You shall not re vii e God, nor curse a ruler of your people ( Exod. 22: 2 7) . 
"You shall not utter a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked 

man, to be a malicious witness. You shall not follow a multitude to do evil; 
nor shall you bear witness in a suit, turning aside after a multitude, so as to 
pervert justice; nor shall you be partial to a poor man in his suit ( Exod. 
23: 1-3). 

"You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his suit ( Exod. 23: 6). 
"Keep far from a false charge, and do not slay the innocent and righteous, 

( for I will rtot acquit the wicked) ( Exod. 23 : 7) . 
"You shall take no bribe, ( for a bribe blinds the officials, and subverts the 

cause of those who are in the right) ( Exod. 23: 8). 
"If your brother becomes poor, and cannot maintain him elf with you, you 

shall maintain him; as a stranger and a sojourner he shall live with you. Take 
no interest from him or increase, but fear your God; ( that your brother may 
live beside you). You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him 
your food for profit. I am YHVH your God, ( who brought you forth out of 
the hnd of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God ) 
(Lev. 25:35-38). 

IN THE HOLINESS CODE 

"If your brother becomes poor beside you, and sells himself to you, you 
shall not make him serve as a slave: he shall be with you as a hired servant 
and :-1.s a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the jubilee; then 
he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and go b1.ck to his 
own family, and return to the possession of his fathers. ( For they are my serv
ants, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as 
slave". You shall not rule over him with harshness, but hall fear your God) 
(Lev 25: 39-43) .9 

9 The above were probably cast originally in the apolictic form. 

IN THE DEUTERONOMIC CODE 

"I ~ve the stranger for you were strangers in the land of Egypt" (Deut. 
10: E'). 

" ( '' ou are the on of YHVH, your God); you shall not cut yourselves or 
makr any baldne s on your foreheads for the dead" (D eut. 14: 1). 

"If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he 
shall ~~rve you six years, and in the seventh year you hall let him go free 
fror>1 vou .... You shall not let him go empty-handed" (Deut. 15: 12-13).10 

10 See above, p. 000. 
"You sh1ll appoint judges and officers in all your towns which YHVH your 

God gives you, according to your tribes; and they hall judge the people with 
rigl,teous judgment. You shall not prev.:nt ju tice; you shall not show partial
ity; and you shall not take a bribe, (for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and 
subverts the cause of the righteous). Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, 
that you may live and inherit the land which YHVH your God gives you" 
(Det1.t. 16: 18-20 ) . 

"There shall not be found among you any one who burns his son or his 
daug10 t~r as an offering, any one who practices divination, a soothsayer, or an 
augur, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a medium, or a wizard, or a necro
mancer" ( Deut. 18: 10-11). 

"You shall not give up to his master a slave who has escaped from his ma -
ter to you; he shall dwell with you, in your midst, in the place which he shall 
choose within one of your towns, where it pleases him best; you shall not op
prm him" (Deut. 23: 16-17). 

"You shall not lend upon interest to your brother, interest on money, inter
est on victu:ils, interest on anything that is lent for interest" (Deut. 23: 19). 

"You sh:ill not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether he 
is one of your brethren or one of the sojourners who are in your land within 
your towns; you shall give him his hire on tll"e day he earns it, before the sun 
goes down ... " (Deut. 24: 14-15). 

"You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner, or to the fatherle , 
or take a widow's garment in pledge; (but you shall remember that you were 
a slave in Egypt and YHVH your God redeemed you from there; therefore 
I command you to do this)" (Deut. 24: 17-18). 

14 
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How Did The Original Torah Fare? 

I. FROM THE CONQUEST TO THE END OF THE u NITED KINGDOM 

The original Torah of Moses was often ignored or flouted. It 
could not be otherwise. Men were unprepared for what it called 

for, perhaps never would be prepared. Its total rejection of all poly
theistic nature-worship and all forms of idolatry, its austere, non
ritualistic worship of the one unseen and un-imaged YHVH, its high 
ethical demands and its summons to total dedication were the most 
daring leap yet made in the spiritual forward thrust of mankind. 
But the backward drag of the old ways of life and belief was there 
and would always be there-the immemorial customs and the pres
sures and allurements of the environment. The Torah of Moses 
would have to do battle for survival and victory. But it would alway 
have its stout champions and defenders. 

The story of the religion of Moses is the stocy of a struggle, at 
times uneven and seemingly hopeless, to pre erve itself from dilu
tion or submergence. Kings, nobles, priests, and common people 
would often conspire to accomplish just that. They would pref er 
the way of the heathen, of Egypt, Canaan, Assyria, Babylon, or 
other neighbors. "Let us be like the nations, like the tribes of the 
countries, and worship wood and stone" ( Ezek. 20: 32). At times 
the people would blame all their misfortunes on the intrusion of 
YHVH and His Torah into their lives. "As for the word which you 
have spoken to us in the name of YHVH, we will not listen to you. 
But we will do everything that we have vowed, burn incense to the 
queen of Heaven and pour out libations to her, as we did, both we 
and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and 
in the streets of Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of food, and pros
pered, and saw no evil. But since we left off burning incense to the 
queen of heaven and pouring out libations to her, we have lacked 
everything and have been consumed by the sword and by famine" 
(Jer. 44: 16-18). 

They would persecute the prophets who confronted them with 
the demands of the original Torah. Some they would slay. "They 
made their hearts like adamant lest they should hear the Torah and 
the Words which YHVH of hosts had sent by his Spirit through 
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the fornwr prophet-." (Zech. 7: IJ . But thl'H' \,ould al\.\a\s lw 

the faithful one,, ~omt'tim<.·, a fr" in number, "hn took the Torah 

of ~lo,c- , er) muc. h to heart. Ii, cd h~ it, and fought for it. There 

\\ould he thm,f who \\ tmld die for it. 

The golden rtllf .,po"t""~ ¼hid1 the Le, itical narrator maintain, 

took plan' . oon aftrr the pro pk left Ein pt, wa .... certainly not ;in 

i,olatcd irH icknt in the "ildc.'rnc,._. \\'hen l,rael chH'lt in Shittim, 

we arr told. he "~oked him .... clf to Baal of Peor"" and ,acrificed and 

bm,cd clo\\n to the gods of ~foah. 

\\' hen the tribe" \\ hich had "ojournrd in Eg-~ pl returned to Can

aan, and ,rttlcd chm n to an ag, icultural life, the threat to the faith 

of ~lose" and hi~ Torah increa..,ed greatly. Tho"i<.' ,, ho had not gone 

down to Eg;- pt had, through the centuries, become largclv a<, imi

latccl '" ith the other "ettkr~ of the count~, g-enerally designated a" 

Canaanite,;;, m,tn) of \\ horn helon~cd to the .,arnc Semitic ~tcck a!

did the Hehn.'\\,, and ,hared the --arne !-pecch. Their way of life 

and their rcli,e;iou~ practice, came to differ \'Cry little from the peo

ple•, about them \\ ith "horn the) free)~ intermarried, althoug-h the~ 

did not amalgamate "ith them complete!~ but remained aware of 

their cm n trihal cli..,tincti,-cnc,,;; and the dcit) whom their anccc;tor, 

had '"or.;;;hipcd. It i" \\ ith the, more or le,, a,,imilated J-.raclitc" 

,, ho had not participated in the migrntiun to E~} pt that the stanch 

Yah\'i"t protagoni,t, "ho had entered the country ,, tih Jo~hua had 

thrir greatest diffirulties. The YHVH faith of ~Io...,cs was not knm, n 

to them. The} had not entered into the nc,, Co\'cnant with YHVH 

as did tho"e "ho had ..,tood with :\Io,e" at Sin.ti. 

A ,ituation ,rnalo~ou.., to this occurred in Jewi,h hi,torv man~ 

crnturic" later. The e:,...ilr-. "ho returned from Bab~Ion in the clo:-.

in,g auartcr of the ~i:,...th < entur} under Shc..,h-baaar and his nephe,\ 

Zeruhbabel, and in the fifth cc.ntur} under E.aa an<l Xehcmiah, 

brought back with them a. lo},llt~ to YHVH and to the Torah of 

1Io~e~ \-.hich had hecn heightened in c;,..ilc b} the i1bpirecl tca(hing:-. 

of ,~re;,• rrophct-.;. In Judea the) found .Jc"" \, ho thro11~h the ,Tar, 

"hich follmH'll the de,tr ucrion had l.tp,e<l into n:ligiou., laxit}, 01 

had a-.;,imilatcd ,, ith the alieih "ho had infiltr.ltecl into the c >tmtr~ 

and v,:i .. h ,,.horn man~ had intamarried. So murh ,o, that a , ·iolcnt 

~eparation from the "pt·opJe..., of the land" had Lo be unc.lcrtaken and 

a new cm en ant of Io, .tlt\ to YH\'ll had to he entered into. 

E\'rn many of the im ading- J,1 ,l<'litc-., though < onqm' ror,, could 

not Ion!:{ rr,i,t (~1naaniti,h rrligiou'-. influemcs. In the couP;c of time, 

the} too appropri,ttrd form~ of Canaaniti•h \\or,hip. h.rad, a, ,,c· 

ha, c -.een, took <n-er from the Canaanite, thr g1cat agricultural fe,

th·al, ,,. hic-h \\<'re c onn<:rtcd "ith the "-t a~on" of the ) car in Pak-...

tint.. The ritual" a,1sociated ,,ith them "hich \\ CIT in the hand , of 

an elaborate pric,thood- an in, titution ,, hich \\ a, alien to the reli

gion \\h:ch ~Io!-e"i taught ,,ere often g-ro ... ,, (rud, and ob,ccnc:. 

1Ian) Israelites did cop~ them, and \\ bile not abandoning YH\'H 

who rcmaint'<l ,upremc at all times, thl') inti ocluced forms of Baal 

and A hcrah "or"hip into His. 1-·nclcr Canaaniti-.;h influence, p1icsl

craft t.lc\'elopecl jn T:-racl. It-; ,cope wa!- probably held in some re

stra"nt b) the Yah,·i,t prohibition ag-ain:-t magic, spells, incantation,, 

charms, and healing by e~oteric rite , which were so much a part of 

the func •ions of the heathen priest,. Religious s~ ncrctism or rom

promi~c wa, a common practice in the anc.ient world, a<., it i, in the 

modern world. "The" kan·d YH\'11 hut al,> , en eel their c, \\ 11 

gild'· tl11 \\ ,1\ ti >1 l t rn

l ll1 d.1\t I 

1 1 : I., t, , 111 , -... , 11 u ct 1 1 n " hi l 1 " .i 

ti<l' ,l t j <tic n cf rnu h d I ~1 
,11\t-,\l l (ll',, It\ 1 

lcadn:. tlu oughout the pe1 iod of the J udg '" and in both K ingJcm1, 

until their final de,truction. 
HowL\'e1, c,Tn in the day" of darke,t apo,ta:-). YHVH Him,df 

wa nc,-cr imagi?ed. Xo ~tatu ol YHVH has e,Tr been c.li:-,co,·crcd. 

He \\ a nn er m~ tholoe,i,cd. Ik i.., 1w,·t r ,,tid t, h.1, c h.,d , t C< n, >1 t 

or pre,,::c11 ~·. Ile \\ a, 11c, t I in ludcd in :L p.u t nn. To th.it extent 

.\I o c: li.1 i{ im.1~t'l c , Ya ll\ j 111 " ,ts ompk t<. h UC( c fL l. 

\\'ith th(' c, tai>li,l11rn.: nt and cxpan~ion of the 1rn.tcd K ingdom 

and its t Tm, ing contacts b) '"a~ of trade. commerce, and c.~ipl<n1ae~ 

,, ith nrighboring peoples and cmpi1e~, a pron~,, which began \\ ith 

the defeat of the Phili,tinc,;;, foreign gods and their cult, "ere !-tead

ily inti oduccd. David him. elf was zealou"l~ de,·otcd to YHVH and 

ingle-hearted in his worship of Him, although there were terap'.1im 

in the home of Da\'id and his wife ~fichal ( 1 ·am l 9: 11-17 ) . Hi:-. 

lo\'e of YHVH jc;-, noted by all who recorded hi" hi.,tof')-, e,·en when 

they reported hi.;; gra\'c moral lap-;es. Durin({ hi:-. lifetime, Yal1\'i,m 

war, unchallenged in Israel, c,·en as it had heen in the <la}" of King 

aul. 13ut a radical change occurred in the later part of the rci,gn 

of King Solomon. From then on Yah\'i..,m entered upon periods of 

dilution and attenuation, e. peciall) in the rl'i£.!.11" of .\haz and ~Lt

nas•-eh , king, of Judah, and Jeroboam, Baa,ha, \hab, and Jeroboam 

II, king" of J rael. There "' ere times "\, hen a" man) a:-. ) our ritie, 

are :our god..;, 0 Judah'' Jcr. 2: :m . Thr~c kim!." \,ere not ,\ickcd 

king:·< :-ome of them "ere great kint,"' ,,ho brought much pro,pnit~ 

and political and militar} prc,tigc to tlwir cou11try. llut the tn:nd 

toward religiou<, ,ync ft'ti,m \\ as con-.tant and ni.t...._i, c, and thr uni

,-cr~al example of the great nation..., a10und thc.·m wa-. \\ ell nigh 

irn·,i<tiblc. 
llut there were ah, a) . tho,e \\ ho, lo~ .,1 to the old tradition of 

~Io..,c· and the original Torah, did re,i,t .md \\ ith fiene ck-termina

tion. Certain ages produced great Yah, i,t champion,: S.1mud. 

~athan, Ahijah. Elijah, I:li,ha, ~Iicai,\h ben Irnlah. J ehonadah 

hen Rcchab, Jchoiada, and later on the g1eat litcra,~ prophet,, and 

prophet· like -Criah bcn ' hcm.1ic.1h whom Kin~ Jchoiakim put to 

death Jc 1. 26: 20-23 , . 
Little j, kn(mn of the period of the Judti;cs. From the narrathc, 

recounted, the t \\ o-hundre<l-year period of thl J ud~e~ ,,·a, in man~ 

wayc; a time of \\ ar, opprc ion, cruelt~ , .1nd brutal intcrt1 ibal feuc.f..... 

A ~ingle reference is made to a prophet "ho .tppeared among the 

people when they \\ ere under the rule of the :\lidianitr, and con

demned them for ha, ing e;i\'en no heed to the Yoi< e of YHYH who 

had "aid to them: ''I am YH\'H }Our God; you ,h.tll not pa~ 

rc\'erence to the gods of tht Amorite,, in ,, ho,e land ~ ou d,\ ell"' 

(Jude;. 6:8-10 .1 

1 l'e abO\ <·. p. 000. 

Gideon de~troyed the altar of Baal \\ hich hi" father had built and 

cut down the A"herah which wa~ he~ide it, and in their place l1l' 

built an altar to YH H; hm\·e,·cr, "bccau,e he \\ as too afraid of 

hi family and the men of the town : pre,umabl~ all o f them Israel

ite ] to do it b~ day, he did it b~ night.. Jud~. 6 :~5-~7 , . But 

Gideon \\a~ not an!n..e to making- an ephod out of the ,hekd of 

gold which he requc. ted of the people and out of the crc-.;cent, and 

pendant and the purple garment~ which \\Crc \\Orn b~ the king, of 

nlidian v. horn he captured. He .... ct it up in hi" cit~ of Ophrah, as an 

holy ora le of YHVH, and "all J,racl pla~cd the httrlot after it there. 

and it became a ~narc to Gideon and to hi" famil)" Judg. 8: 27 \ . 

This i-; the judgment pa~~ed upon it b~ the late I edactor of Jud~(·,, 

but the oracular ephod ,,a~ still in me in the da~.., of Da, id l . <1m . 

23: 6, 9; JO: 7 ) and the prophet Ho'-ea 1: 4 . 

A ,er: <onfu~ed picture of the religion of the people during tht' 

battle d,ty, of the conque,t and ettlement of Ccmaan emcnre from 

the page-; of the Book of Judge,. The Scm~ of Deborah, a ,upc-1 b 

poetic product of tho~e dayc;; ( c. 1150 a.c.r. . ,peaks of YH\'H 

exalting-I): "the n·q earth trembled .rnd the mountains qua~l'd, 

e,en )On 'inai, hecau"c of YHVH. the God of 1-.rad." I,racl is ''th( 

people of YH\'H.'' " ... l ,, ill !-<in~, I "ill maJ...c nwloc.h to 

YH\'H, the God of 1,racl'' lJudg: J- 5 ) . Herc one hca~ thl. ma

jc-.ti re,oname of an heroic , (onquerin~ f.tith. 

A different picture ,tlto~cthcr emerge-; from th<: rather crude and 

primiti,·e ~tory of ~1 i( ah. The latter po~~•..,,t:c.l ,l p1 i, ,ltl ~hrinc, ,md 

mack himself .in <·phod .rnd tcraphim. \\ hen he restored tht. mo1w~ 



4o .'IL\TR ~dc,,t..; .ind the Ori~in.,l Torah 1 h.12x25 Ba-.l-.. 
, .. hirh he h.1d t.1kt II from Ju:-- mother. ,he "took t,vo hundred pierc, 
of sih er. and !.,,lH it to the '-lh cr-.mith, who made it into a g-raH'll 

image and a mo1tt n irnagt; an<l it,, a" in the hou1;c of ~ficah." He 
the,~ hired a ",rndt. ring L , itc, ,1 ) oung man from Bethlehem in 
Judah. for trn picct ... of ,1her a year. a -.uit of apparel, and hi, li\'inc,. 
to be hi-; prir-.t. Thi, priu,t, along- ,\ith the <·phod and teraphim, the 
g-ra H'll and the molten image, wa. carried off from the hou'-C of 

[icah b, thr \\ arriors of the tribe of Dan who were on the way to 
their m·,~ home in the north. (Juel. 1 7 18 ) . 

There i-. nothing- in the Son~ of Dchroah that is out of harmon) 
"ith the YHVH concept of the original Torah. There is eventhinp: 
in the ~1 icah ,ton that runs contrary to it. It ma1 well he that the 
two \'iolcntl) contra..,ting religious , i,ta, ,, hich are glimp·ed here. 
reflect the militant Yah, i. t faith of the conquering in\'adcrs, the 
Bne Israel under Joshua and his immediate uccessors, and the faith 
of the older Hebrew settlers, the Bnc Jacob, who had remained in 
Canaan all throu.~h the ojourn of the other Hebrews in Egypt, 
and , .. ere not part of tho,._;c who returned to Canaan co,·enantcd in 
the faith of ~[<N's. 

\\' ith Samuel and the founrlin~ of the monarchy, the picture be
come'- dearer. The day;; of religious chao..,-"when every man did 
\\hat wa" right in his O\\O e;c ''-arc O\'Cf. \\'c arc at the clo,;;c of 
the age of inva.,ion, conquest, and settlement which hacl la-;tecl near!) 
tw0 hundred vrars. A marked degree of rcligiom authority and 
kadcr..,hip i~: n·ow centered in the prie--t- eer-judgc Samuel, whom 
the people recogni1.ed: '· All Israel from Dan to Beer-shcba knew 
that Samuel "as c"tablished as a prophet of YHVH'' ( 1 ~ am. 
3: 20 . The life and death 1;tru~~lc "ith the Phili.,tines had begun. 
A p:iltitial con,olidation of the tribe became impcrati\'C·, and to a 
cl 'grce, abo a rrligious consolidation. In this crisis the people turned 
f.ir e,uiclance to a "piritual pcrsonalit~ of great force and -;tatc.sman-
1,hip, Samuel a majestic rcligiom figure after ~Io,e'-, perhaps, 
the greatc"t. Later a_ges coupled their name · a, the two fmenHht 
~pi ritual leaders and < ham pion, of brad. Jeremiah spcctks in Goel'., 
uamc: "Though ~lo,c, and ~amucl ,tood before me, interceding 
fc!· the peoplr yet tn) heart ,,ould not turn tcmarc.l thi ; pcnplr.'' 
( •~·1. I.>: I 1 • Samuel had been "cln otcd·' for life to a :--cr\'·cc of 
YHVH by hi, mother. He ,,a-, prnh,d>l) ,t ~aL.,uitc.:: ln later ti1m·,. 

~ 1 his is also till' r.1huinic trndition, '.II'. 6h.1. 

th ' rabbi , ~rnkt· nf Samuel as the "m,1..,tcr amon~ the proph<:ts"' 
( J. 1. agi~ah 2: 7 7 a ) . 

'f he ,tr\\ ,1nbhip of f.li, his prcdcc r,,or in office at Shiloh, the mo ... t 
imFntant ,anctuary of the tribe ... , \\ here the .\rk of the Cm en ant 
\\ a, 1()(1.~cd, had been undi,tinguishcd. "The , .. orcl ol YIIVH ,, a, 
rar c in thnst: da~,; there \\ as no frequent \ i-;ion" l I Sam. '.3: 1) , and 
i t wa· marred b) the un ccml) hch,t, ior of his , .. orthle-..s sons. The 
people had -.ufferecl a disa-.trous ddcat at the hands of the Phili,
tine •. Their force, had been beaten ,md ,cattcred, and the Ark had 
b~en captured. Samuel rallied the people in their fight against the 
PhiJi..,t inc by promi-.ing them ultimate , ictory: "If you arc returning 
to YHVH with all your heart, then put awa) the foreign goch an<l 
the Ashtaroth from among you, and direct your heart to YHVH, 
and serves him only, then he will deli, er )OU out of the hand of the 
Phifotine• ·, ( I 'am. 7: 3). He rallied them in the name of YIIVH, 
who had brought their ancestors vicloriou:--ly into Canaan. 'l he \·ic
tor} of the Israelite'> at 11izpah o, er the Phili-;tinn affonu·d the 
p10phec ~ of S.1m11cl .incl i, 1c.: " .I . , p,c-.ti •c .v11<mg the pc ,pie. 

1 r L I t u Jl 'I .., f.ut h 111 't Ii\ H. 
\ lH I tht people dl'nt,111dt d of -...,111111t: I ,l king .. lo go, t 111 11 likt 

all tlw 11,1ti,111,:· -.ut l1 ,\s ( •• u1.1,111. \n1111C11. :\lr1,1h, .111d I. I 11 \\h<, 
had king. c11 lik,· thr Phili Tf1(" \\h \ 11 11 k I h . I I I, 
< r t, 1 n t-... , , u .rnd fi)...11 t vu1 . t 11 , 1 , 11t 

t,rnt to u.impl>, There"•'"' 1c,ist, 1 ,e 1,, tht· c1m,nine, of a kin•~ all 
through the period of the Judge,. GiclC'on had rdu,cd to accept the 
cro\\ n, and Jotham, his son, upbraided his -.tep-hrothcr, .\l>'mekch, 
for accepting one from the people of ~he< hem. The t1 ac.lit'cn c:f th<' 
tribe . knt'\\ of no kin~..; and the T , r.1h cf .\Jo,c, mack ri.> mcn~ion 
of an~. '1 he ancient rn·icnt H:1 domin,1t1•d I>~ the idt'a of me narch). 
Kin~ po, e scd ,urtocrati< poh<.c. or, ,l.., in the ca c of the Ph.11.1 lhs 
of l:g-) pt, ,, ere acluall) looked npon cl" !.!,O<h hracl rc,isted d1;• i<l<.•,1 
of monarc h7 and regarded the in~litution "ith c.listru:--t. In now ask
ing for a king, the people were not rejecting Samuel as their judge 
upon whom the Spirit of YHVH had re,tcd. They were rcj::cting 
YHVH from being king over them ( 1 ·am. 8: 7) . ·amucl solcmnl) 
warned them of the way of a king, as 110-..c might ha\'c warned 
hi-; generation of the way of a Pharaoh in Egypt. I 'am. 8: l 0-17 
j ~ an accurate picture of the c~ploit.1tion of the people of l:g) pt 
unc.ler their rulers. The !-pi1it of ~lost',, \\hich combated royal t)l
anny and opprc,.,ion, 110\\ '-pe,1ks through the mouth of Stll'nucl. 

The final tc·tatment which , amud, anointer of t\, o kin~s, b('

queathcd to Israel before he died rn c,ds the major emph,1,is ancl 
i1L<.-rt>t of hi -; Jifr. In -.;impk and prnfoundl) mm·ini.; \\ ore.I,, he re
\ icwed hi-· life in the hc.trin!.{ of tht' people and the kin~: .. I am old 
and gray, ... I ha\'c ,,alkt·d before )Clll from my )OUth until thi ... 
da). Here I am; tc,tih .1g.1in~t mt hdorc YH\'H and bd01e h1, 
anointed. \\'ho.,c ox h,l\e I t,tken! Or \\ho,c ,t.._... ha,c I taken! 01 
wlrnm ha\'e I dcfrauckc.1;1 \\ horn h,nc I oppre,,cu.1 Or from who,t· 
hand h,1H· I taken a hrihc to blind m, l \ c, "ith it.> ] e,tifr a"ain,t . ... 
me and I "ill rc-.tore it to \OU ..• ~m, therl'fmc ,t,mcl ,till th.it . , 
I m;n plea cl with ~ nu before Y HVH l'Oll< erning- all the '-,l\ in~ dcl·d, 
of Yll\'H \\ hich he pc, formed for , ou and for \ our father, .... 
If )OU ,,ill frar YH\'H and ~ene hir;1 .md he.trkt.:n to hi, , oicc and 
not rclH'l <1!.!ain-.t the commandment cf YH\'H, and if both , ou and 
the kin~ "110 reign-. OHT vou \\ ill follm\ YH\'H ,our God it will 
be \,ell" l Sam. J ~ , . • • ' 

It i'i quite likely, a, we ~uggc-.tul C,lrlier, that the fir,t rode of 
la,\ ,; of the Pent,ttcuch, the Cm en,1nt Code Lxodu-.; :w :n \\ a, 
compiled h) , ·amucl him-..clf or under hi-. ,upen j..,ion. During th(' 
man) )Cdr, that he acted a'. juclgc, not onh in hi ... home cit, of 
Ramah, hut on his annual circuit tour of Bethel, Cik,tL and iri,
pah , l Sam. i: 16 J, Samuel mu,t h,t\ e ( olkcted the judg-r11cnh 
\\ hich he and hi· predec e,,or'i had rendered, and ,uittt:n them dcm n 
for the guidance of future ~enerati(;n,. He appointed his m, n ,on 
in his old age a judge, mer I,raeJ. That h ,,a, ac.nJ-..tomed to" rite 
down important kgal m,ntcrs i!-, atte,tcd h\ the account in I ~am . 
10:25. Follo,\ing- the election of ~,wl, ;1-;.the fir~t king- of I,racl : 
" ·amucl declared to the people ,.,,hat the ri~hb ,md dutie:-. of thl 
king-;hip ,, ere; and h<: wrote them in ,l book and laid it up before 
YHVH,'' in or near the Ark \\here t.'.,ic.Ientl~ all important tribal 
documents were kept. 

\\'e ha,·c earlier indicated th,tt . aul and D.n id, the fir,t t\\ o king, 
of united Israel, \\ ere lo~ al to the " or,hi pof Y H\'H and did not 
countenance the e..,tabli,hmrnt of alien cult,. Saul, in hi"i d,u k hour 
on the night before hi-. fin,11 battle "ith the PhiJi,tine., \\ herein ht: 
met his death, \\ a"i dri\ln to con,ult .1 medium at End or. This \\ ,t, 
in direct ,iolation of the T orah <Jf .:\1 <N''-. S,1ul him,clf had eradi
, ate.cl the medium · and the ,, izards frnm tht l,md. But in hi, <lr,-
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perate emerg-c!l( ~, alone. for,aken, and afraid, he had need to 
com-ult Samuel now ck.tel hi.., tru..,ted, :-.tern, and forthright 
friend. 

D,1, id \\ a" guilt~ of a gra\C' moral tran,grc sion. In ~a than who 
rebuked him, \\l' ha,T the fir,t in,tance of a prophet ,, ho ro-.e to the 
defen. e of one of the cardinal morn!, not thcologic, principles of the 
Torah of ~10',c,. J n tht' B.1th-...,hcha affair, King- Dm·id committed 
adulter~ "ith the ,, ife of another man and had that man, one of 
hi loyal and n,liant ...,oJdicr., put treachcrou,ly to death. 

In the rebuke of the prophet :'\athan, couched in the form of the 
immortal parahlr of the rich man ,, ho robbed the poor man of his 
one little C'\\ c Iamb. and in it, ringing climax \\ hich ha, reverberated 
down the age": ''You arc the man!'' \\C ,ee Hebrew prophecy at it, 
highe, t, e, en thoup;h "c arc "till at the n·ry beginning, a" it were, of 
Hebrew prophcq. But the Torah of :\Io:-.es was there and in its 
name, and in it defrn.,.<.\ ~.tthan ro. e to champion its moral de
mand•: e,-cn to the H'f) face of a king: ''\\'hy ha,'C you de,pi,cd the 
\\'ord of YH\'H, to do \\hat is<.\ ii in hi'> !-ight? You ha\'e smitten 

riah the Hittite "ith the "'' ord, and ha,·e taken his wife to be your 
wife, ... b} thi deed you ha, c utterl) ,corned YHVH'' ( 2 'am. 
12 ) . 

\\'ith Solomon c ,1me wealth, pkndor, and peace to the greatl) 
expanded empire. :'\ urnerous contacts were e tablished \\ith foreign 
nation ~, commercial, cultural, and religiou. , e"perially with Egypt. 
Kin.i~ Solomon made ,1 marriage alliance "ith the Pharaoh of E!~ypt. 
He r.1arricd hi'- daughter and brought her to Jeru ... alcm. Like ome 
of th ·, Pharaoh, of [~) pt, Solomon ,, a-.; a t:?;rcat builder. He built the 
T<"rrlc. his mm palace-.;, the ~1illo and the , .. all of Jeru,alcm and 
rrb • • H azor, ::\Jc~gido and Gezcr, Bcthhoron, Baalath and Tamar 
in ·h· wikkrne,,, and numerou" ~tore-cities and cities for hi · chariot" 
and h8r.,emcn, and \\ hate, er else he "dc,ircd to build in .Jcru"alcm, 
in I cJ,~non, and in all the land of hi" dominion" l l Kings 9: I 5-19 , . 
Like • he Pharaoh- he emplo) ed forced labor. He reduced t 1 forced 
labm "all the people "ho were left of the .\morite,, the Hi t ti es, the 
Pcr"zzitc", the Hi, ites, and the Jehu,ite...;, ,, ho were not of th.· people 
of Ts ad their dr"cendants "ho \\ ere lcf t afler them in "1~· land. 
wl1<'n the people of hrad ,,ere u1rnhlc to de,tro) utterh,'' <'~~art!) 
a•, th~ Pharaoh of l.g) pt h,1d cn,lan·d the Hchr'C\\, and fon eel them 
to bui ld his :-.torc-ritie,, fortre ...,:::,. and temple,. Solomon ;•l o im
po cJ hca,) t.ixe..., upon the people to pay for his , ·a·,t huilidng 
op"ration •. 

T'·c wor,hip of YH\'H "' as ofTiri,dly exalted .. \ mar~nifa cnt 
Tcr rl (• modeled after Phoenician temple,, in monumental • nl"ndor 
romparabk to the fine,t in the ancient \\orld, \\a, erected ·11 J:·ru
~alcm to YHVH. But it \\ ,b pagan in architecture an-.1 pa ~an, nho, 
in i~ . c!aborat(' cult of ritual, •acrificc, ,mcl pric,thood. It \\a; a far 
Cr) f n ' m "hat ,\lo,es and hi, ·rorah had cnd,agcd. It ccrta;nly wa...., 
nd~·, n~: ,vas it intended to become, the center of uncompru.ni,ing 
oppo ·ition to pagani,m. Solomon him:-.elf turned to other ,rrod..,. 
" ... ;,nd hi- heart \\a• not ,,holly true to YHVH his God, a; was 
the heart of Da, id his father. For 'olomon went c1ftcr A ·k ( H l .:1 the 
gc<lclc •. of the ~i<lonian-., and after ::\Iikom the abominatin ' of the 
Amonite-; .... Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh 
the abomination of ::\[oab, and for l\1olcrh the abominat n:1 the 
Ammonitc :" ( I Kings 1 I : 4-8 ) . The narrator o f the hie, n of 
Sol,Jmon. in tht P i~ of Kin 1 t I 1i· ,, d he 

, ,, I tCI, . d "h . in h 
t 1111 l 1\\ , I I lH.ut .1ftc1 < tlll1 g id-.. lk th.it ,l.._ it m.1, he 
lit • i1 w i11 h1,trn, tb.1t ,l k.n.c; uf l"l 11 l g,1, c t \ .ti Atp ll to ,t 
1clig"<u ..,,1H1cti,m\\h1h'" 1 J l 

1,,, 1 ttub·thcla,tti1 
F"v. rn l' to rhalkngc King ~olomon. l Ii pr ·~t1~c ,, a" too g1 cal, 

the pro pcrity of the land under hi, reign too apparent. X) pr >1)hct 
appc,tred to a. k ,\hat \\a~ the meaning and pu1posc of thi, u111ptu
ou-; Ilou,c of YHVH built of prrciou..., \\ ood ,rnd stone, wi b i , huge 
bronze pill.111.. and (.1pita l,. it, ,at moltt'n ,(',t ,t.rndin~ upn:1 t,\dn· 
oxen, ih hro n1.c ,tand, ,111cl In l I"- nd it-- g11lclc 11 alt,u . tal le". 
l.11111,:-. and , c,,cl-... " ithout numbn. :\one a,kcd the impor. no1 t h,tl
lcngccl the dlil ,H ~ of the animal ,anifi( e, ··so man) ,hcC' and 
oxen that the~ could not be counted or numbered.'' The Torah of 
:\Io-cs, a•; prophet...; later on took paim to point out, did not com
mand the bringing of any . acrifirc .. 

The bcautif ul prayer of dedication ,, hich ,, a, put in thr mouth 
of King olomon by a later ,vriter of the prophetic tradi t"on of 
YHVII, h:nt•· at the doubts and question...; "hich must undoubted!} 
have been rai,ed in the minds of the faithful follower..., of the Torah 
of :\lose•; ,vhen the Temple wa, dedicated, but "hirh rcma·necl 
un"r,uk.en. "But ,, ill YHVH indeed d" ell on the e,trth? Behold, 
heaven and the hi~he~t hea, en ran not umtain thee~ ho" mu< h le , 
thi ; hem c ,, hich I han· built!" Xothing i, '-.tic.I in th ,lt profound I} 
mO\·in.~ utterance 1 King-; 8: 27- 55 ,1b.n1t ,a( rificc,, but , er) 
mm h about prt1 ~ er. hir all the ,in, of men. or of the p"npll' of 
J...,rael as a ,, hole, or of the fmeigner "ho i, not of the people of 
I,r,1el and come, from a f.n countr~. "!w,u·,cr thn turn to thi, 
HotN' 111 /nal'_l r. each k1Hi,, ing the aflli( tion of hi, m, n heart, " ... 
hea • thou in hea, en th) cl,, l'lling- pla< c; and "hen thou hearc,t. 
fo11!,ive.' · 

On!. one prophcti( , oirc i..., r .ii,ed in rrntl',t again,t ~olomon. 
that of .\hijah ()f ~hiloh. L ike ~<1mul'I. ,, ho anointed D ,L\ id a, 
puni hnwnt for . ,n11"s clhobeclience . . \hij.1h anointed Jcrcboam the 
,on of X chat to be 1-..ing mer l ,rael. ,111d prnpht ,inl the di,·i,ion of 
the Kingdom after the de.tth of . 0!0111011 ... liecau,t· he ha, fm,<tJ..en 
me. and \\ Or,hippld .\,htoreth ... ( 'hl'n10,h ... ::\1ikom ... 
and ha" not ,,alked in m~ ,,,L~," I Kine,, 11: U . 

King . 'olomon. b~ gi, ing hi, to) ,11 ,tpprn, ,ti ,md toleration to rad
icall} oppo,ed ")'-tt'l11" of faith and pranilc in hi, capital, gre,ttl) 
contributed to the ,piritual ch,w, and l onf u,ion in rcligiou, , alur, 
"' hic.h ptr,i,tcd for ,o long among the people. and again,t "hie h 
the lo) al Yal1\ i,t..., reje( ting- all cumpn,mi,l'', had to ,, age ,u( h 
relcntlc"s ,, arlare. 

l:'\ 1 HE K1:-..r.no~1 OF J t 1>A11 

Rehoboam imprO\rd on the exampk of hi, f.tther . olomon. In 
hi~; rc~gn, ·'thq built for them.,eh c..., hi~h pl.Ht·,. ,md pillar,, and 
-'"her 1m on e,·er~ high hill and under t·, en ~n·cn tree: and the1 l' 
"' ere al-...o male cult pro-...ututes in the l,md.; I King:-- I 4-: 23-2-1 . 
Hi-; ,on A bi jam follcm t·d hi, example. He built m,111~ idol, and hi, 
mother made "an abomin,tblc image·· for .\,her ah I King, 
15: 12-13 l . :o for more than a gener,Hion. ,md in ,pite of the glori
ous Temple in Jcru-.alem. the clean ,, or,hip of YH\'H .,._ the l'c>rah 
of ~lose cm i,aged it M1ff c1 cd ,1 ,h,11 p deft ,it. !"ht· ground from 
under it... feet \\ a:-- cut ,n, a~ b) the kine,, 1,l Judah thcm,eh e,. ,, hn 
\\Crc the anointed of YH\·H. 

Ne, erthele...-., the def eat \\ <1..., not pt·rm.uH'llt. l"ic1 le Im alt, to the 
YHVH faith n, "ell ,1, ,tJong ll'"-lntnwnt of 10,,tl collu,i;in ,,ith 
h~·athend~m m u...,t ha,<' prr,istcd in import.till l in. I(,. for . \ ,a, upon 
hrs acre,.,.JCm to the throne, bold!~ H'\l r,t·d the t1 end. He fort ul 
through a rdii.;ious rdorm.1tion. a dr.1,ti< di,cnt.111gkmcnt from tht 
,kcin of heathen prac tit e,, ,ind a return to .111 urll ontaminmed ,, rn
,hip of YH\'H. He cJrO\ e the A, rlc,him. tilt' ,odomitt·,. from thl 
land. The"·, ,i:-. \H' noted, ,tire ad) l xi,tcd in the d,1\-. of Rehobo,1m 



48 ~ I LYI: R ~Jo,c.., and th<' 01 i.~inal Torah I h.1 2-..25 Bask. 
and ma: h,n r he<'n introduc eel n en earlier durin~ Solomon\, r ·ign 
' 1 Kin({s 14: '.?4 . . \sa ckposed hi.., mvn mother, the cl<magl'r queen 
~Iaacah, hec am,c ,he had built the ob..,ccne image to .\..,herah, which 
he cu t dcm n and had burned in the cit} dump, in the\\' adi Kodron 
( 1 Kings 15 : I 2-13 ) . The Talmud retain-; the tradition that she 
,, <\'' de, otecl to the wor .... hip of a phallic deity.=1 This purging procc . ..,, 

•1 Ab. Z,1r 44a . 

which was in thi, imtance in..,pirccl by the prnphct .\zariah hen 
Oded, wa•· to be repeated time and again in the followinl.{ centurie 
until the H'T') end of the kingdom. The reformation,, howe,·cr, were 
invar'ahly followed h) reaction:-- and within each recoil another at
tack rnon gathered. The faith of ~fcN'" never triumphed fully in 
Judah, but neither did it c,er suffer total defeat. Like the dry water
com 1' in the 'q~cb, it \\ aited for the season of rain and flood which 
wa" !--ure to come. 

It appear:-- from Chronicles that a new cm·enant '"a entered into 
b) K ;rm i\,a and the people "to seek YHVH, the God of thnir fa
ther , ·i11 all their heart and "ith a ll their ,oul; and that whoe\'er 
\\ould not seek YHVH, the God of J..,rael, ..,hould be put to c'eath. 
\\ he~her young or old, man or woman'' ( 2 Chron. 15, which i, 
remin i rent of the law on idolatr) found in Deuteronomy . The 
ccn tr:-- 1 fca ture of th i, co,·rnn nt " a. probably the expubion of the 
J.. edslum and the prohibition of all the indecent rite which were 
a~sociated \\ ith the fertility cults. 

Hi , son Jehoshaphat continued the reform" initiated by h is fa.her 
and c,1• 1 icd on an acti,·e campaign in it" behalf. .\gain quoting the 
~Ih ron ic ler, J eho ... hapha t ..,cnt a number of men of his court, and 
priec;; t~, and Le, itcs to tear h in the ritic. of Judah. "And the) taught 
in Judah, ha\'ing the book of the T orah of YHVH "ith thcrn ; the) 
went about through all the cities of Judah and taught anvmg the 
people" (2 Chron. 17: 7-9 ) . 

In the rci{{n of thc'-e two king, , oth('r propheh appear on the 
c;;cene who, in their zeal for YIIVH, challenge e,Tn the,c "g >od'' 
kinr":. Jlanani. the ..,ecr, denounced .\ .,a for ha, ing made an all iance 
\\ith the king of S)ria again"t the king of J,racl and for not ha,·ing 
retied c n YH\'H . . \,a, great!) cnrngccl, lud him put in pri,011 
( ~ Chron. 16: i-l O . J ehu, the ..,on of H anani, ronf rnntecl J cho ha
phat after he returned from the battle of Ramot-gilcad and de
no unced him for ha, ing jo ined f orn'" \\ ith King .\h.tb of I ,rad, the 
enemy of YH\'H 2 Chron. I~): 2 . For h,,lf a ccntm y ,uvl more 
( 9 l 3-H50 ) , Yah, j..,m ma) be ,aicJ to haH' thrivc.'<l in the K ingdom 
of Judah. 

But the reaction ,oon '-Cl in, though it Ja..,tcd onl) fifteen ) car"· 
J ehoram, the ,on of Jehoshaphat. "ho had m,trricd Athaliah, the 
c'•~lllphlcr of Ahab ,rnc.l Jezebcll the la tter the mo,t actiH: prota~o
nii;t of Baali•,m in Israel rrintrnduced Baal \\ Or"hip in uclah ' 2 
King B: 16-18 ) . Hi.., "on Ahaziah , during his brief reign, followed 
in his footsteps, and the reaction wa-. continued, of cour~c, under 
Athaliah , .. ho ruled for six yea1 . The major Yahvi-.t re, ·oll which 
fol10wed wa especially directed again, t the outright effort t o sup
plant Yahvism with Baali,m, which \\ ere ruthlc..,~ly prosecuted h: 
Jezebel in the rorth and her daugh ter Athaliah in the South. It 
wa'> led by the pric"t, Jehoiada. Athaliah \\ a, slain. Joa,h, who alone 
had been sm ed when Athaliah ~lew all King Ahaziah·s <:(ms, wa" 
made king-. J ehoiacla then mack a Ill'\\ < <>\ cn:rnt h··t\\c"·n thl' king. 
the p c,-)I •. ancl 'II\ H. "to I, th I I· f YH\'H " ·1 h lit 

t I l Ii • 1 I l l,1 I,. I I pit u h 
11 1,t l . 1 J ..u:,h 11.:m.1-irn.: t f. tlif ul to till \1 d 
,o clicl hi son \111::ui,1h •. nd )11 ,on ~1. 1 
" \ 'I] l f1 I )\ II 

Y,d1, 1 111 ,1,l) I) ,,ud to h.t\t had no roya.l oppo iu 
l,;ndcr .\ha;; c. 735-715) a JCaction ag,1in sut in .. \ mnng the 

heathen practice \\ith "hich he is charged i, the burning d hi, 0 \\11 

,on a~; an offerin g. The reference to "the altars on the roof of the 
upper chamber of .\haz,'' in ronne( tion \\ ith the hor,e, and charioh 
\\ hid1 \\ ere dedicated to the s1111. ,ugcrc h that the < ult of tht· qm
godd1·, , the quc<'n of lwaH'll ) ;md the \\< ,, ,hip ,f 11the1 Ill a,·cnl) 
!Jodie." 1 i11t1odw t d in Judah in the cla~, nf ..\h,11.. 

1 h~ .\ s,)1ian empir<.. had nm, begun to extend her p<)\\cr we,t
ward. Her main objective wa" the conquest of I:g) pt. The K ing
dom.., of hratl and Judah la) in her path. These kin_g
dom•: were 110 \\ confronted \\ith the grave political choice of align
ing with one or another of the two great empires or of confederat
ing with other wc"tcrn ·tat es like yria, to halt the A"") rian ach-am e 
which threatened to engulf them. \\'hichrver choice \\ as mack " a.., 
fraught with ~rcat danger. Ahaz of Judah rcfu,cd lo join a northern 
confederation again t A,,) ria. Hi.., kingdom had already been IT

duced in "i1.c . [lath had been retaken by [dom 2 Kings I G: G) . The 
Phili<ines had made ,u< cc,,ful r,,ids on the Shcphel,th and the 

.. egcb and had captured m,my titics !. C:hwn. lB: lG-lB . Bt
cau,e of hi · rcfu,al to join the confrder ,l< ~ a(\ain,t .\ ... ,, 1 ia, J ucl,th 
wa•: now threatened b) I,r,td and. ~ 1 ia. Thei1 co111l>incd .1rmic, had 
inflicted ._e, ere def t,1h on the fmc c.·s of \ h,tz and thl'~ \\ en.' no\\ 
he,icging the cit~ of Jer .... u,,dem it...l'lf. .\h,u: therefore appealed to 
Tiglath-pilc,er l II of_.\......,~ ria to ''come up and rt>( ut· me from tlw 
hand of the king of S~1ia ,tnd from the h,rnd of the king of I,1ad 
who ,1rc attacking me·· ( ~ K ing-. 1 (i: 7). Ti!,!lath-pil1 ,u ( ,tme up 
and captured ,ome of the northern citie-.. of I,racl a11<l < ,m ic:! oil 
capti\'cs to _\._....uia 7 .U . But nm, not on!) hr.tl'I, b11t J ud,th al,<, 
be( ,1me a , a .... ,al ,tatc of \ ,,) ria. In i'.!. I ~ ,lll!Oll I I t aptmt d '-,amari,1. 
deported ,ornc thi1 t~ thou,,md of ib people, and put an end to the 
C),,.i-.tcnce of the Kingdom of I ,r,1d. 

It ,, a.., a turbull'nt a~l'. The rcpcrcu..,...iorh in Judah of the fall of 
brad , .. ere tremen<lou, .. \ great fear ,ei,cd the I ukr, ,tnd peopk 
of Judah and , t great ..,e,m hing of heart-- cn,unl. ·1 he fo1 «·, of 
YH\'H then rallied. Di,,\..,ter had bdalll'n the people ol I ,1 ,tel. the) 
maintained, hecau,c the~ h,ul for,a kcn the Torah \\ hi( h YHYH 
had commanded. The) \\ cnt after f.tl,c idoJ..., thn m,tde molten 
image" and an a .... hcrah, ,rnd \\ Or,hippcd all the ho,t of ht,l\Tll and 
:-en ed Baal. The~ burned their ,on.., and thei r daughter, ,t, off er ing,, 
and u~ed di, ination and ..,ore er). They imittttcd the nation, around 
them concerning whom YH\'H had comm,rndcd that the\ ,l10uld ' . 
not do like them 2 King, 17: 7-18 . If a ,imilar di,,,,tcr "ere not 
to befall Judah, there mu,t tran .... pirc a thorou~hgoing rdmmdtion in 
the lin~s of it.., people. For behold, cried the prophet I,ai,1h, YH\'H 
had u..,c<l . .\! ~~ria ,h the rod of Hi.., anger to puni,h the godk" nation 
of hracl ( J..,a. 10:5 . 

l n the ne,\ king. H e1cg iah r. i I 5- 1187 R.c.r .. ,, ho rukd owr 
Judah for t\\ent~-ninc ~car, foll<l\\ing the f.111 of J...r,tcl, ,ear" \\'hich 
\\ ime, cd al,o the im a,ion of Judah b) Senn,H herib, the fore r, of 
YH\'H found , t pcl\\ erf ul a ll) . "He tru,tcd in YH\'H the Gnd of 
J..,rael: ..,o that there \\il'- none like him ,1mon{.!" ,tll the kin-.!." of Judah 
after him, nor among tho,e "ho " ere before him" 2 Kine,:-- 18: 5 . 

He \\cl the fir,t king- in the hi,ton of udah to ,tholi,h the 8amot. 
the hie;h pl,tc c,, the man~ lm,tl ,hrinr, ,, hnc the people had been 
.1rcu,tnmcd to " OP,hip and to brine, their offrr ing, to YH\'H c. H'r 
..,inc<: they ente1ed C,rnaan. He,ekiah', at tion in ttntt·ring the "at 11-

fic ial cult in Jcr 11,alcm " a.., ,l ,tupcndou, rclie,iou~ rn olution. H e,.t·
kiah rt'mo,e<l ,dl u.u .._., of idolatr~ from the land. H( t·,cn broke in 
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pieces the ~chu-..htan, the bronze serpent fcti h \\ hich \\ as attributed 
to ~fo-.c", "for until tho,c da)-; the people of I,rael had burned in
ccn'-'e to it"' f 2 Kings 18 :4 ) . "He held fa-..t to YHVII; he did not 
depart from follm, ing him, hut kept the commandment. "hirh 
YHVH commanded :Moscc.;'' (2 Kings 18: 6 ) . The later rabbi-.. 
speak of He1.ekiah as one ""' ho not onl) fulfilled all that wa ordained 
in the Torah, but as one who encouraged its !'-tlld) among the peo
ple, and in "hose generation the knm, ledge of the Torah wa,; "ide
sprcac.J. 1 

4 anh1•d1 in 20a. 
But the reformation of Hezekiah did not last long. In the reign 

of his on, :\fanasseh ( fifty-fiye years, the longest of a11 the king" of 
Judah ) , his \\ ork "a undone. ~fana,..,c h re:-.tored what hi" father 
had cast out. A full catalogue of his heathen practices ic.; given in the 
Book of King~ ( chapter 21). It wa the period of great Assyrian 
ascendancy. In 671, L ;arhaddon of A,-.)ria conquered E1n pt and 
for h alf a. century As,)ria dominated the world. \\' ith A,;;s;yria on 
the border · of Judah, and it garrisons ,tt1tioned in the principal citie, 
of Samaria, 11an<''-i'-iCh wa throughout mo-,t of his reign completel) 
submi'-''-'i\·e to it. \\'hen, toward the end of his reign, he attemp~cd to 
take side· in a "ar between , hamesh-. hum-ukim of Bab) lonia and 
Ashurbanipal of AsS)Tia, he '"'~ taken in chains by the latt~r and 
can icd off to Bab) Ion, but was later re,tored ( 2 Chron. 33: 11 ). 
As,) rian rcli,gious influences undoubtedly penetrated Judah and it 
was during the reign of ~fan a ceh that the As") rian worship of the 
hca\'enl) bodies wac.; reintroduced into Judah ( 2 Kings 21 : 3-5). 
H i•, son, Amon, carried on in hie.; tradition for tv,ent)-t\' o ) car. : and 
so for three-quarter of a century a,cendancy was with the force-; of 
S) ncreti,m and rdigiou amalgamation. 

The pendulum swung back again \\hen J osiah, Amon'. srm. 
came to the throne. It wa durin g hi, reic,n ( c. 640-609 ) , in the 
)Car G'.?1 D.C.E., that the Book of the Torah wa,; found in the Tem
ple. \\'hen it wa, rrac.l to the king-, he rent his clothe", for he real
ized that ''our f <lthcr,- ha\'e no ohc) ed the " W ords" of this b )Ok," 
. ... \ftcr comultin~ the prophetr,s Huldah, the king a ·c,emhlrd 
all the people of J rru..,alcm and read in their hearing all th" \\'onl, 
of th~· Book of the Co\'cnant \\ hich had been found. A new cm·cnant 
,, a.•; •hen made ''to \\alk after YH\'H and to keep his command
men•,· ... to perform the wo1 cJ.., of thi .... cm·enant that were \Hit
tcn in thi, hook;'' and all the people joined in thl to\ en ant ( 2 King-, 
') 2 ')') "- -._,J I • 

·1 hi ; reformation ,, as c pcc-ially aimed at the \\ or,hip of tlH 
hca\'t•nl) bndic-;, particularl) of the queen of hca\'en, "hich had 
grc:wn in popular f,l\ or, and again,t \\ hich the prophet" of tlH 
cla) <lircrtecl their im ccti\ cc;.'' The c lt.m,ing and purging proccs~ 

S!'c rn/nn p. 000. 
wa·: ( arricd out in carnc'-t, fo,t in the Temple it,rlf and then 
throughout the country. It w a<; the 1110 .... t thornughgoing- action of 
all hi-., reforming prcdcrc,..,ors ( 2 Kin.~, 2:l ) . \\"hcther the bo,ik thM 
wa . found ,, a'- the Dcute ronornir Cod' a-; ,, e ha, ·e it or a ver .... ion 
of the earlier Co\'cnant or H oline, .... Code, remain, a moot question . 
But a book \\ as found and read to the people, and it brought about 
a religiou" re\'olution which \\ a directed toward the pure wor.,hip 
of YHVH as called for in the T orah of :\Io. e,;. 

H o, .. e\·er, e\-cn Josiah's dra .... ti c reformation wa. short-li\'ed. The 
prophet Ezekiel, "ho..,e early career coincided "' ith the closin'~ ~ car, 
of the Kin{!.c!om of Judah, imc;gh .... again t tht I xi'-lt'TIL ·, f tlw vn~ 
ht .. ·I l trti< • ' I< h ti I f • l .J I h 
ptl . '\\ l tlf111 '-',l\ t> tht hc11,1 cf l,1;lll, 1111, ,I\ '\IJ\11 
l.)11'1 i in : \ \ ill ~ e111 dC'h I , m1r'-cl \(: Ill, 11111 r of , < tll f.1 t hu, 
,\nd ~•1 .i,tt •" .,ftt'r their d< t' t. I It I r II c fT , t r ft, 
• n I r • f 1, < I . t , ~ u 11.!_ • u h l \\ th . I ~ < u r 
idol-; to thi, c.la:" L~ek. '.!0: 30 J 1 . In the Tempk it,elf he fuu11d 
images, and people \\ Or,hipin~ Tammtt/ and the .... un chapter 8 ) . 

Neither the con of J o,iah, J eho.thaz, "ho-..c reign wa .... \TI \ br"cf, 
nor hi,; brother, jt'hoiakim, "arricd on the reformation of thei1 
fathn. Sor did Jo,iah', grand,on. Jehoiakin, durin,g \\hoe rci!.!;n 
'\'"cl>ud1,lclm·nar t.in:nl a\\a~ tf11· li1,t J lt.rn c:1ptiH•-.. to Bah~lon. 
Z1 dckiah, the la,t king of Jud h. ",t.., no bet tt r. --·1 h<·) ,tll tF I , 1 at 
,,.1, c, ii in thl' ,ight of YH\ IL" The final de,truc.tion of the h..lll!!;

dom of Judah no\\ took place. The Temple of YHYH was burned 
to the g-round, and "Judah " as taken into exil out of it. land'' ( '.!. 
King~ 25 ) . 

IN THE Kr,cno~1 OF IS RAFL 

The struggle to prescn e the pure faith of YHVH and the T orah 
of ~loses in I srarl its o riginal home in Pak~tinc-\, a-. ju,t a in
ten,e. It did not end when the Kingdom of I ,racl wa de,trO\ ed and 

\ . 
its leader, and people of importance \\ l 'I"<.' t'"- ilcd ,tnd ,c ,1ttc1ed t 72'.!. 
n.c.1. . ·ot all \\ ho remained inttrmixccl and fuo,;ed ,, ith the alien 
and heathen coloni,ts ,, horn the conqueror, imported. Xearly a cen
tury and half later, I'-1 ,ldite~ f1c,m the '\nrth \\ CfC ,till coming to 
J eru,akm to o0c.'r ,,u rifice, at the ,itc of the 'I emple, n-cn after it 
had been de,tro~ ed: .. On the d.1~ ,1f tcr the nmrdrr of Gedali.1h, 
before an: one knew of it, c.·ighty mrn an i\ ed from ~hcdu 111, .md 
'hiloh and ~.1maria, "ith their bc,ml, ,h,1, eel ,rncl their cloth•, torn, 

and their hodie.., ga,hed, :either a, a ,icn of mournintr or repentanc cj 
IH inging cereal oflcrintr ... and inn.' n,c to pn•,c.·nt at the temple of 
YH\'H" ]er.-11 : +-5 . Sor" ere ~tl l of the ckportee, to the di-.:ant 
region-; of the :\ '-': rian empire ''lo,t. ·' The~ did not all abandon 
tht·ir 1cli!-!ion at the time c. f their dcpnrt.1ti1 n, nor the hope of rc,to
ration to their natin: hrncl. :\rnnn(!" them then• "ere undoubtcdh 
mam YH\'H lo~ ali,t...., prie,t,, pn phLt'. ,rncl l.1: men. ·1 h ·: mo ·t 
certain!) mu,t ha\ e taken the origin.ti ·1 01.1h of .:\Io,r ... and the cock 
of their la" " along ,., ith them into c.·.xilc. \\" c h,l\ c no rr.a,on to a,
~umc that the\ ,,ere more ha,,hl~ treated than the later Judc.m 
deportees in Bab!~ on or that ,ome of rlH'm did not ri,c tu promi
nence and become inflm ntial I.Ht r on in the court-. of Bal)\ on and 
Persia. It i, not unlikrl) that the) kept in contact \\ ith their frllo,\ 
brae lite-. in • ama, ia ,., ho had not been deported and "ho rep, c
~ented by far the ~reat mt1jorit~ of the people. The latter in all Iikc
lihooc.J tried to maintain con tart " ith them. The prophet.., of J udah 
neYc1 \Hote them ofT. The\ em i,ioncd the d,n of their rc,tor,ttion 
and of their ultimate rcur{ion \\ ith Judah. Ii~ a ll probabilit\ too. 
they came in contact \\ ith the Ju tk.1n... ,,}10 \\ en· deported to ·Bab~ -
Ion a t a later time, in 597, 586, and 583 to region-; in :\Ie,opotamia 
not far remO\Td from them!· 

0 ~;e , W. F •• \ lbril!ht. Bulletin .-lmu .\clno l 01 i 111tal Reffmch 1~ 9 ( 1958 ), 
pp. 33-36. 

The people of I-.racl \\ Cre no more I.ix in their faith or more cor
rupt in their moral, than the pcopk of J uclah. The moral Ii\ e-.. of 
the Judean..; and their frequent bad,,Iiding from the true faith camt' 
under the wrathful condemnatinn of the prophet" as often a ... thu,c 
of hrae1. In fart, the prophet J:1d,iel contend-.. that the J udean, 
were morr corrupt in a ll their \\,t:,, th.tn the people of. ·,1ma1ia . and 
c,·en the people of ~odom . ... arn.tri.i h,1-.. not committ·d half ,uu1 
~in,; )OU h.t\ C committed more abomin.1tiorh than thC\·, and lrn\(· 
m,1de ) our ,i-.ter Samaria and Edom appt·.tr rie;htem~-.. bv all tlu: 
abomination-. \\hi<h )OU h ,I\C e<Jmmittt'cl'' l L1ek. IG:43..:_52; "Ct 
a l-;o ELek. 23: 1 I ) . 

The Y,th\'i,t faith continued - it did not, nf cou r,t'. nom i,h
among the hracl ite..., of the :'\rn th. )f)JJ~ .1flcr "<>me of their people 
had been deported b) As"~ ria. 
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\\"hen the B,tl>~oni,m cmpir<' ¾tl"i mcrthro\,n h} Pn~ia and pcr

mi,-.ion ,,a:- ~1,1ntt·d h~ C)rtl" to all Jr"" "110 had been prc,·iuusl) 
deported to 1Ttt11 n to their home,, it 111.l) readily be a, urned that 
surh penni-..-.;ion "a, not limited to J mlca1r, onl). The policy of 
C) ru· not to deport conquered people-., to res pee t their religion, to 
p rmit thtN.' ,, ho had been deported to return to their original 
homes, and to rebuild the -.am tuaric-.. of their god-.., applied to all 
people~. The J udean-.. a,·ailcd tlwm~ch cs of thi" general policy and 
the Northern braelite-; in C},,ik. in .di probability, did the ,amc.; 

7 t·1· Ancient .\'wr J:.nstnn Tnts, td. J B P1itrhard, 1<150, pp. 315-16. 
According to the Samaritan chronic k-.. no k,-. than :n ,000 Israelite-. 
returned from e:'l.ilc under the Hi_gh Pric-.t .\ bdacl." Thi.., return, if 

K Mose Gasll 1, The Samfl11lfl11.1, 1925, p. , I . 
true, after a lap-.c of ncarl) t\\ o rcntu, ic:,. wo11ld be -.tron~ evidence 
of a remark.1blc lo} ,lit} and ,teadf,1.,tnc,-.; on the part of many of 
the deported braclitc, .. \ n nrding- to . ·,lmaritan records, there "'a" 
an c,·en earlier return the Fir,t Return of .:'\orthcrn hrarlite. to 
Samaria.!• The St1111aritan~ during the ~l'< nnd C:ommon\'.ealth kept 

"lbid., pp. 20 21. 
in d ose touch with their brethren in Pcr,i,1. 10 

10 It i quit(' Jikl-1> that it \,a. f1om th1 d1 ~n nd,mts of the~c- circles of 
I radi•c- dvport,·cs that ,01111· of thl' < arh 1 nu its to Kara ism in the latn 
Ct'nturi1 !> ( a1111·. 

Ilut due to the hitter ri, alrie-., "' hich c-aincd momentum with the 
year ; in the po:-.te::\.ilic ccnturic , the hr each ,, iclcncd between the 
people of Judah and tho,c of Samaria until an irreparable break 
took placl', and "hat ,, a" one religion became to all intent· and 
purpo-.,e'i two. 

The ~ccession of the tribe, of the ~orth in the <la) . of Jerohoam 
,vcakcnecl thr traditional YHVH faith that had achie, eel national 
unity among the tribe, and that had "-U t,1incc.l it. A di\'itl~cl r._rad 
~pclkd a \\eakened people and a ,, e,1ktncd Yah\'i-..m. 

There \\ere fc" among the king of l,r,1d "ho \H' re '-trom~ YHVH 
lo) ali ·t<:. Onl) om· < arricd out a pro-YH\'H reformation Jehu 
(842-815 R.C.E.Q. He o,·crthre,, the d~na-..t) of Ahab an·l hi, 
purge of Baal prophet-.. and ,, or. hi per, ,, a, thoroughgoing, fright
ful, and l,loocl~. 

Jehu ,, a, guided in hi, rdot mat ion 1)\ 1:li,ha, the di,cipk of thl' 
f<' rcnw,t cnem~ uf '-}11< rcti,m in brad. tht milit,rnt proplw. Elijah. 
\\ho, ,tern and n·mor,.f'lc.,s of purpmc. '-\\CJ)t through hi, a,~c l'kr ti 
-.t< rrn of tJll( ompromi,ing rcligiou., zeal. He ,, "" zealou<; fm \ 1 IVH 
and for th<· Tot ah of >.l<N''-, and it wa-. to ~lount Hotch tha• ht; ,,ent, 
in hi ; d,trk hour of ,pit itual dc.,olati<JJl "hen he fled frnr .1 111 " who 
smwht h:•. lifr. to he 1C,i-;,uJTd and to he rcdc:dicatcd to hi Ill: ·on . . , 
••'J he pt ople of I-..iad b,t\C for-..,1ken th) cm cnant, .. . and ~1ain 
thy prophet•. ,, ith the "" or c.l; . . . 1 ,done. ,\Ill kf t; and I.le) !-eek 
my lif -, to take it a\\,l) ..... \n<l YHVH -.aid to him, ·(;>, rc~urn 
on y.>ur way' ·, l King-.; 19 : ~)-1 B) . 

Tn Lli~ah'~ dct), a pm,crful llaali,t mmcmcnt ga:ncd !1ea-h,a~ 
a1 c'· :~ he )Jl'opk and threatened the , er~ ,un i,·al of \ ah\'i ·m in 
I,racl. The mon-mcnt \\'a, not onh ,anctionetl, but ac• i, clv cn
cc,u :,1r:ccl by the ro)al famil) of Omri, and e,pecially h) Queen 
Jcz .:- bd, the Phoenician prince,._, daughter of King Eth-b;-i ll of Tyre 
and ~ former pr iestcs. of the T} rcan Baal and Astarte, "iwm . \hah, 
the ·on of Omri, had married. She had altars and temp\· ~ hailt to 
Baal and A herah, whom ~he and Ahab \-\Or--hipcd, ancl fill"d the 
lan ... l "i h their prie,t-. and prophet,. The prnpht·h of Y IVH were· 
rel n I Iv pc r cc II l d ( , , t l 1 ' l f \ •• 
{ \ I. l lq l «II d the d.111g11 to th ) 11\ 
th 1, t1111 \\h1h \\.I~ ,utl\cl) c111n111,1g,cd Ii, the I I 
I.ind. lit• 1,ti eel till'<" m 1 ... 1,ll I: ")11 \, I ,,ill 
"ith h\Cl d'll11c11t, n;1ioq; r \ lJ I ( I , 
l I I II l I 1 111g.., 18: 21 . 

i.l i :1,1, Oil \\ l10m the rnantk pf Llij:1h r,•11. I ,trricu on h i, ma tcr', 
mi-: iLn. Ik deputized one of hi-. guild of prophet, to a11Ci.nt Jrhu, 
and re g .. 1,·e sanction and in,p iration to the latter\ rc, olt, and to 
the rciormation ,, hich lollo,H·d. 

J ehu \\aS aho cncoUJa!.!ccl in hi, 1cfrm11,1tion hy J eho11;1clah, the 
. on of H. cl ha b, "ho\\ ,1 l ' \ idt 1ttl) t ht· he.HI of ,rn i111po1 t,rn In tlte,
hncJ cf puritanit ;-i) prn-Y,tl1\ i-.t,-"<, important th, t the ki11 ~ him
sdf im·itcd hi-. coopcrt1tio11: "Come \\ ith me, and ,cc my zeal for 
YII II'' I '.!, King, 10: IG ) . Rechab ,,,t-.. a Kenite, an off-~hoot 
branr h of the ~1 id ian ite-., \\ ho helped the tribe-. of I ,racl on their 
way to ,anaan, and ,uhsequcntly al,o in the time of the Judges. 
Amcng- them were those "ho ~hared the faith of YHVH. Jchonadab 
wa•; the head of this order which committed it mcmb~r, to ab..,,ain 
f1 om ,, inc, to d,,·ell in tents and not to ,ow grain or plant , incyard-.., 
~o as to a\'oid the corrupting influenc c-.. of urban ci, iliLation '"hirh, 
they b"lic, cd, contributed to apo,ta,y from YH\'H. ~I u<'h later. 
Jeremiah p1ai. cd the faithf ulne,s of thc-..e Rec hal>itc,, and held them 
up a , an cx.1mple to faithlc,-. Jud .. 1h Jt·r. 35 . 

Xo other king in J.,rarl i-. rcponcd to h;ne done \\hat Jehu die.I. 
or \,hat .\,,t. Jelw-.h,tphat, Jo,t,h, Hezrki,\11, or Jo,i.1h did in Jud,tl1. 
' I ht· ,trngglc in J,1.1cl Jor the T()lah of \H\"H \\,l'-, hmH'\t'I', car-
1 icc.l on L, ~n.',H prnphet-. like llo,l'a .. \mo,, \lie t1h. and l ,aiah. 
\\ hether Ii, in!!. in I-..1,lcl or Judah, thc,c prophet, did no~ c 0i1fow 
their pre.ll hmenh to their 11,1li, e honw,. I he, t ,trricd their mt·,,a~c 
be~ond thei1 bonkr,. \\'11de ll'<'ocnizirn'..!'. nf < t.llll'-l'. the political di,·i
,ion of Judah and I,1.id, thn lamcPtc:d it. ,111d hoped for an ulti
mate r l'COIH iliation. The prophet Hcl'l',l looked hopt'fulh to the 
day "lwn "the people of J 11d .. 1h and the pt·opk of I,, .id ,h.dl lw 
gathered together, and ,h .. dl appoint for 1 ht·m-.ch l', one head" 
( H o·.~:~ . 

Jcremi,th. the ,tern and bitter propht t. "hn,e heart hem e,-cr \\ .i, 
full uf romp,t~,ion for hi-. ,ufkrini.; people, 'Pl ,1k, 1 ea,,Ln ingh- t 1 

tht'm: ··J ,,ill re,tore 1,rad to hi-. pa,tmt. ,llld hr. ,hall freci on 
Car mcl and in Ba,h,m, and hi, cle,in· ,hall hr ~ati,fi<'d on th<' hill, 
of Lphraim ,md in Cikad. Tn thci-.e cl,ty-. ,rnd in that time. -...1,, 
YHVH, iniquit} ,hall he ,ought in J,r,lt I. ,111d there ,hall br. none; 
,md ,in in Judah. and none ,hall he found: fnr I ,, ill pardon thcl'l' 
,,hom I kan' a-.. a remnant'· Jer. SO: l~l-2() . . \g.1in and again, 
the comfo1 ting hope i, held nut to the pcc ,pk: "l "ill n·,t01 ~ thl' 
fortun. of Judah ,rnd the fortune, of ] ,1,1cl. :111d rebuild tht•m ,1, 

they \\ere at fir-.t'' U:7. ".\!.!_ctin I "ill build ~m1 , and , 011 :-h,tll 
be built, 0 ,irgin J,rael!" 31 :+ . 

E\'cn after both kingdom, "<.re dt ,t I o, rd and both people 
found thcm,eh e in exile. their ,piritual kadn-. , i,inned the c.Ia, of 
an ultinldt{' relonciliation of 1-.racl ,111d Jud.th . "Thu-.,,n, the Lord 
YHVH: Behold, J .im about to t ,1 ke the ,ti< k of Jo,rph • "hich i-.. in 
the hand of Ephr,1im and the lJ ibc-. of J ,1 ,icl ,1..,..,m iatcd \\ ith him: 
,md I \\ ill join "ith it the ,tick of J ud.1h. ,ind m.1ke them ont ,tick, 
that the) ma~ be one in m~ h,tnd .... lkhold. I ,, ill take the 
people of I,1,1el from the nation-.. ,lnl<JIH.~ ,,hi, h thn h,t\e gone, and 
I ,,ill gather them from all ,idc,. ,llld !Hin~ them t<; their <1\\n land: 
,m<l 1 ,, ilJ make them one n,1tion in tht' Lrnd. upon the mountairh 
of I,rael; and one l-.i111..; ,h,111 be: kin!.! <•HT them all: and the, ,hall be 
no longer t,,o nation,, ,md no lon{!l'r di,idcd into t\\11 1-.im:.dnnh 
The~ ,hall not ddilc them,eh t, .im m, ,re ,, ith their idol, and tht·i, 
dcte,table thirn.:-,, ... ,md the, :-h,,11 bt' m, pt'ople. ,llld 1 \\ ill lw 
their (;od"' [,ek. ) 7: I !1-:!J; '-t <. .il"' 1'.1. I I : 11-13 . 
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An rat ne"t effort "a" m,1de h~ ,omc of the king" of Judah to \\ in 

hack the inhtLbitanh of lsrael, after their kingdom had been ck
,troyed, to rcligiou unit~ "ith Judah. King Hezekiah ( c. 715-687), 
after he renm·ated the Temple in Jeru,alcm which had been 
thorough)~ neglected b~ hi, father, :\ha,, addre"'ed him.,clf <lircctl~ 
to the people of J. rarl, "ho had but recent h been conq uc1 ed h) 
A, yria, and im itecl tho,e "ho had e,capc<l deportation to come to 
Jeni. akm and jo_in ,, ith the pc:ople of Judah in the crlebration of 
Pa,'-O\'er. King Hezekiah may al o have entertained hope, of re
co,·ering <:ome of the tcrritor~ of I ,racl and in corpora tin~ it into hi:-
own. He e\'en set the date of the Pa,,o,·cr celebration a month later 
in orde1 to accommodate the people: of r c;;rael "ho e earl~ harve-,t 
~ca'on was a few weeks later than in the South. King Jeroboam of 
1-rarl, it will be recalled, had ~<'t the Succot f e~ti\ a 1 a month later 
for the i=amc rca.,cm. ''O people of 1,,acl, return to YHVH, the God 
of Abraham, baac, and hrael, that he ma) turn again to the rem
nant of you who ha,·c e!-caped from the hand of the king~ of .\ ,.,_Hia . 
. . . Do not nov. be <.tiff-necked a, )Our father-; "ere, but yield 
yoursch e-· to YHVH, and come to hi, sanctuary, which he h,t'- ,anc
tifi~d wt c, er, and ,cr\'C YH H your God, that hi<; fierce anger ma) 
tun" :'\\-') from) ou. For if you return to YH\'H. your bre thren and 
, ' ~-" •··:ti find cornpa "nn "'t11 their captor'-, and 1ct11rn 
to thi, land."' The me cngers of the King were greeted with laugh
L.. .. 1"11t, b) rno~t ol the people of the :\orth. ~ome, hmH'\Tr, 
d:cl C-> (' t 2 Chron. 30 . 

King- Jos=ah, after he had repaired the Temple and carrieJ out 
hi•· reformation which extended also to area., in the former ~orthern 
Kin(Ydom, :amaria and Gi1cad, wh;ch he reconquered, lik ·,, :re in
\'itcd the people of J, racl to join" ith the people of Judah in the cele
bration of the Pa,,o,·er .11 During- Jo.,· ah\ reign the po,, er of . \ ,y ria 

11 T os;nh wnc; tht onh kin I!. ~.tid th1· 1 .1bbis. sin< t· • c/omon to 1u!1 o,·1·1 

Judah and IsraC'I l\1<-1.!ilah 11 h ). 
ly•gan to decline sharply. The Sc~thian im·a,ion (6~6 ) rc -ultcd in 
the lo ~- of the entire west. Earlier, 1:g) pt had regained her 111dc
pcndence from A"'-) ria, and in b 12 ="int'\Th fell. Jo-. iah -=1.·iz('d the 
moment of As~yria's rapid dee J'ne to n·r,tabli-.h Judah\, full inde
pendence and to anneA parh of the former Kin~dom of l racl. Tht.· 
Chronicler state• that some uf the people of 1-.rael had actualh 
donated fund<; to help dcfra~ the < o:-t of renm·ating the Tl'mpk in 
Jerusalem ( 2 Chrcn. 34: q . Thi, time, pr 0 sumably, more nf the 
Jn\ , of the~ or:.h were prc~cnt and ":'.\o Pa , mer like it had been 
kept in Israel •·ince the da,s of ~;:muel the prnphet; none of th<' 
king· of I "rad had kept ,ti( h a p,N·C>\ er a, "a, kept h) J o<ah" ( 2 
Chron. 35: 18 ) . 

The prophet• 11<.·, er ac kncm kdgcd ,lll) ,pi ritual di,·i,ion bl't\\'een 
the two prnplcs. YH\'H ",1 the God of both: the Co, cnant em
braced both, and both ,hared a common re,pomibilit~ to 1 Iirn and 
Hi• 1orah. 

The literary, prophet:-. like their prcdccc,,ors "ho did no~ lra\'e 
an:, "1 it ·rw...,, called not only for an end to the gro'-s "or: hip of 
fon:i~n god..; and to all fon11, of .,~ ncreti<.m but al,o for the applica
t;on o{ the moral and e~hical teachinn, of the Torah of }.fo e-. to the 
daily life of the prop le and of the nation as a \\hole. The t \\ o were 
in cr,arabl) related. The One and Holy YHVH \.\ a-. ",anc ti fied 
throug!1 rightcourne,,.'' :'\1oralit~ "a, the e. <.cntial concli~ion of 
YHVH \\'On-hip. the pr('liminar) to the true faith. An inner awan·
nc·. of YHVII t.""prt--ed it t·lf < nmp11l 1,< h i11 <' 1i :, ,ii < onclut t. 
\\'n•n•~d iing "a a , il • •. 

l l \\ h l t l' k I ( (I\ t'l cl 
f ,ll l d I ) . I\ • I. I pd I ' 

d g ltH' l >hJod (lj . ,thoth. ,h.i , Olli O\\ 11 

blood.' " ( 1 King-s ~ 1 . 
:\ \\Calth in< r(';-i~ed, ,o did exploitation and i·1j11,tiu·, ~recd. and 

all the moral corrnption, ,,hich follm,. Ju,t a, \H·,1lth \\;" the cau-t· 
of apo ta•·~ "') he more hi.., fruit in< ,ea,ccl the mor<' alt,n ... h,. built: 
a" hi, countr~ imprmccl ht imptmtcl h., pilla,," }lo,t.1 10: l ) 
..,o ,,.1· it the c,111 t nf ,ncial i11j11,ti<c and cnr111ptio11. ' lhr ptophct, 
turned their :Htcntion to tho,c ,, ho •• l'll tlu , ii..:hteou~ f1 ir :--ih l":. ,111d 

the need~ for a pair of "hot', the) that trample the head of the 
poor into the clu"l of the ca1th. ,lllcl turn a,idc the wa} of the 
aillined'' Amo- 2 : 6-i . The Torah of ~Io,r" had cnjoinrcl upon 
the people not to opprc , the poor, the orphan, and the \\ ido\\' and 
not to pen ert jtMice or take a brihe . . \ltar, 1 ecking with ,acrificc, 
were not what \'H\'H in Hi, Torah had commanded. The ~trug,c;lc 
for YHVH and Hi, Torah \\ a:-. a ,trug~.?;lc for a ju,ter and ll(>l>kr 
"ay of life for indi, iclual, and for the nation a, a \\ hole. 

The prophet., of J....r:-icl. for all their 1eaL <.·,11 ne,1ne,,, .nHI -.ufTn
ing nen·r ,u< rccclccl in h11ilclint?; the ho)~ nation th,ll the Tor ah of 
:\Imc· cm i,agl'cl. l,1 ,tcl n·mai11nl unrepentant 1111til tht , t·1 ~ end. 
though their \\ en· m,111~ I 1,1clitt•.._ "ho remained thoro11hhl~ lo) al 
to YHYH. Thl' ,trn!.!l!lt. hm, t·,·c,. \\,-. 1101 t111.1, .1ilin!_!. :--am:u ia Li) 

in min, nnTr to he n ·,tCttt'd. But tht hnpl'-. a11cl ick.d-. (lf the proph
d, and tlwir cxhmt,1tic 11, did not pcri,h. The~ n1mi11ul'd to ,ti1 the 
hea1t- and liH·, of man~ 1!<'1H rat inn, nf tllt'II f.11 bc~ nnd the limit-. 
in timr c11 -.p.11 c ,if ,till icm l-.1,wl. l"hcir \\111cl, lt:t\t' gone out to the 
encl- of tht. t .irth. 

J\'. h : THI l'os I I XII IC P, Rl<ll> 

Th<N' ,, hn rcrn,1im·d in Judah .iftt.T thl' lk,1ructin11 in 5Hb. "tlH· 

, in('-dn·,,t r-. , nd 1 ht· pl11\\ rncn. the porn c,t of the l,md."' \\l'lt' < t 'I -

tainl~ no more d1, 11111 Y,dl\ i,i-. ,llld tht·i r hdid, 11<1 It•-.... taintt·d ,, ith 
heathendom th,rn 111.111, nf tll<l,t \\ h, 1 h.id b1·1·11 exiled. The h1,pc fo1 

the re,tor,ninn nf ,t pun Y,th,i,m llt>,11h did nnt 1c,t "ith them a1n 
mon than ,, ith th1M' ,, ho rr111,1irn d in ~ht·:\, 1th .1ftn the dl'pnna·
tinn . Judah ,0,1111.1mc tn lit. infilt1,11cd Ii~ .1li1.11,. 1111t In in prntccl 
<oloni,t, like J,r.1cl ;i ftcr the .\..,...~1 i.t11 n111qt11·,1. h11t h~ tht' 1Hii.:h
boring pc(lplt'" nf l:dnm, I r,m-.-Jc ,ICl.rn •• 111d thl· co,t,tl.11,d . If t hnl' 
"a am hopl' it l,t~ \\ ith th1· ,1·kl l amnn!.!_ th1i...t \\ hn had hec·n 1 :xilcd 
t< Bc1h~lon ,UHi \\ho u111,tituH·cl thl ,ul1,t,tnti,1l l'kmtnt-. nf thl' 
people. Thr Di,1-.pnr,t ,,c,uld ha,1· tn I nmc t1 , the n-,ruc cif Y.i l.\i,m. 
a, it "' o uld be <..dkd upon to do time and a!!,tin in the t? 1, •:-- 11f 
future genr1 at ion,. 

\\"ould the n.11i1m,d di-.,1,tt.·1. the ruin 11f their L111d. ,111d thl ii pc·1 -
011,tl bitter e,pcricll< c, ,oh('r the pee pie· nr utter!~ clt·n111J',di11· them .' 

\\'ould tht re ,ll i-.e ,Ull<>ll!.! them le,Hl< , .... i11t1l'pid and pc,,pi( ,,Linu,. 

,,ho ,,oul<l intt-rprct for them the tr<1 gic t. ,rnt, in -.u( h ,1 \\.t\ ..... t, 
enable them to di,, mer in ddcat. lo,-.. ,111cl ,11fk1 in!.!, .1 < h,ill1 1 u· to 
--piritu,1I rchirth.1 .\ml \\otdd the~ li-.tcn to tht m.' 

111 the gcner,llinn immccliatl'ly foll , \\ im: tht· dl'ft·,tt 11f the n,ttinn. 
the ck-.truct ion of the Temple. and the 1.1i,,1,t1 n11-. dcprntatio1i-.. th(· 
mrn ale of the prnplc h.1d l ol1,1p-.c I. HLH k dt·,p.tir m t'I" J,t lnwd 
them. "~l) " .t~ i-. hid fn 1111 YH\' H .. md 111, , i!.!,ltt i, di,, 1·!.!_.1•·1 cd h~ 
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Ill) God'. r J,a. 40: 'J.i) "a..; the thought that po,,c,-;cd mdnv of the 
people. "YH\ H ha-., for,,lkcn me, m) God ha-, forgotten me'' ( ha. 
40: 14 ) . "Our tram,grc,,ion-., and our ,ins arc upon U'-, and ,., c waste 
m\a) beraw,e of them: hem then can ,.,e li\'c.>" ( Ezck. 33: 10 ). 
There were those ,.,ho for,ook YH\'H compktd~ ( ha. 65: 11) and 
turned to all forms of heathen wor,hip: ,acrificing in gardens and 
burning inrcn'-e upon brick<;, "itting in tomb'- and spending the ni _ght 
in .;;ecret places, eating ,,, inc'. fie. h and hroth of abominable thingi
in , e,;,sel.;;, ct ting a ta blc to Fortune and filling cup'- of mixed wine 
for Destiny ( ba. 65: '.~-4. 11 ) . A wa,·e of apmtasy and hopclcc;c;ne,.., 
seemed to engulf the people and threaten th' nation's ,·cry . urvival. 

Fortunatcl) for future Israel and for humanity, there were among 
them la) men, prie ... ts, and prophet:-. who rmc to battle \'i~oro11'-l~ 
again-.t the omlaught of dcfcati,;m and defection. "YIIVH io;; the 
everht<;ting God,'' they proclaimed, "the ,re a tor of the end of the 
earth. He doc~ not faint or p-ow weary, his plan i-; un'-carchablc. He 
gi\'c!: power to the faint, and to him ,, ho has no might he incrca$C'
~trength .... they" ho wait for YHVH ,hall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up \\ ith wing:- like eagles" J '-.1. 40: 28-31). Thc-.c 
men spoke confidently of a future ,, hich would be more gloriou, 
than an) thing in the past, of a regenerated and a restored I racl. 
The exile, they in-.isted, wa YHVH·s \\ ay of purifying the people. 
"I "ill scatter you among the nations and c.li-.per,e you through the 
countrie-=, and I will con<;umc your filth inc,-; out of )Ou" ( [zck. 
22: 15 J. YHVH, cried Ezekiel, \\ill not long tolerate the reproach 
and taunt of the nations" ho ·ay: "The,e ,tn- the people of YHVH. 
and \ ct thn had to go out of hi, land.'. He will ..;oon ari""e to \'indi-. , ' 
c-ate Hi-.; name. "ft i-.; not for )OUr ~ake, 0 hou,c of J:..racl, that I am 
about to act, hut for the ,ake of 111) hoh n,1mt', \\ hich ,ou haH' 
profaned among the nation'- to "hie h ) ou came'' 1 L~rk. ](5 . 
YHVH i ... clctrrmincd to manifr,t J--Ij.., holine'-'- in the !- ight of the 
nati<'n" In re ... toring [,;racl to it" land 1:,rk. ~O :4- 1) . 

There ,, ere ,piritual leader-.; "ho ,a" n en further, benmcl pur
gation and ,·indication, e,·en bevond dh inr for,l!;i, cnc-:s and rrron
< iliation. I,rnd could become, if it "ishrd, the ,en ant of YHVH 
to the nation,, a light unto thr ,, orkl ! 'I hi, nrw and d,nin:~ thou~ht 
\\a• to lwromc a major theme in pri-.te,ilic Y,1h,·i,m. 

The B<tb) Ionian exile dc..,troyed man~ il111-..ion,, fmenvis amon~ 
thrni the one that had been fo,tercd hoth in J...rarl and Judah that 
YH\'H \\ ho had been ,, ith them in their< onqm·-.t of Can~:n wonk! 
nc,·er permit the heathen to ck,tro) their J..ing<lom", forre thei1 
people into exile, and a llow His sanctua, ic,, upon "hirh Hi·~ na.mc 
,, a• called, to be laid in ruin•;. But all thi, did happen! \\' hy:> Had 
YH\'H for,aken them? h H e pcrh,1p, p<mcrk ... s? Or h:wc they 
pe1 hap· miq·ead the promi,e that was made to their ance,''H. ? Theil' 
kin~'" ;1nd their prince-.; had clcarh mi,led them. \\'hat of the men 
of YHVH, Iii" prophets? The) did ,•.arn thrm innumcrab!e t:me~. 
Thcv c'id forctclJ di,a,tcr if the people did not return to t H.' Torah 
of YHVII. \\'hat will the"c prophet~ sa~ nm\? " ' ill thcy glo··) in 
thei r p"rsonal , ·indication? And arc they, the people, doomed for
ever? Hm-c the S:n<s of their fathers condemned them cv~rla<;' in~l) ·_i 

"Our fathers ,inned, and arc no more; hut "c mu-;t bear thei r in
iquitie ;'' ( Lam. 5:7). 

Fortunatd), tho~c who had dun~ to the Torah of . .f1) -c· \\'ith 
uncln :atini,!. lo~alt\ \\CIT not di rmnecl. ·y he\ h,1d been 1,in <d 
light aln,vr tl . l •d • 1 ht 1 I I ( I 

t , n i . hi\ tn di .1,tt , . I I ( , "t r 
!-.h, I ( 1 h the dt tt tit tirn, of h1 It mpl1· I I t, Ill'\ , 1 r I I t 
a <' nt ,tl tn tlH ,,111,hir,, f '\ ll II 
I if ( i I ( I I Ill I II 

J . 1 ,1 ,, ell ,1:-- other prophet-., held < ,llllinncd the pco•11t· J11Jt 

to put th .. ir trust in the Temple, and h,tcl dt•Jlnunr··d it a~ ~ den of 
robber . The YHVH loyali~ts no,., ,,m ,rn oppnrt unitv for a <:pirituaJ 
n·n-·,\al in the cha,trncd mood of the people. :\mid thr ru·n.., of 
national di,a,tcr, the~ therefore proclaimed "ith inrrc;1c.;:-cl frrH>r 
their clca1hk,, faith in YHYH, "hr fnrgi\l.·-. thl' iniquity of Hi, 
childr< n, "ho dot' •; not ,·i,it the ,in, cf tlw f.tthn-. 11pon the rhildn 1, 

,, ho c!c ~- not need a T< mpk for Hi, d" dli11g pl:H l\ and ci r e ll(lt 

require ahar-. and ,acrifi< es for Hi-.. " m ,hip. 
The people -.hnuld not dc,pair. R ather, no\\" \\"a-. the time to make 

a new , tart, to return to the dcanne,, and the beauty of the pri,tine 
faith which once made them im inciblc. The) did not need Tcmpk 
and. acrificc'i then; the) do not need them nm,, for ''Hea\"cn i, m) 
throne and the earth i" my foot tool: ,,h,tt i, the house "hich )OU 

would build for me, and ,, hat i, the place of m~ rr,t ~,- .\ -., hr ,act i
fin·'-, "He "ho ,laughter an ox j.., like him "ho k.ill ... a man: he "110 
sacrifice a lamb, like him ,.,ho hreaJ.., ,1 dnc·, nt(k: he \\ho prc,cnh 
a ccrc,ll offering, like him ,., ho offer, -..,, im· ·-. blood: he \\ ho nu!-.c-. 
a mcmnrial offering of frankinren,e. like him "ho hlc-. c, an idol.'' 
YHVH pa}S no heed to tempi<'-. of ,tone Clr ,ill.tr-. of bra ,. hut to 
the .. hu1'1ble and the contrite in -.pirit \\ho ,tand-. in ,t\\l' of :\l~ 
\\'<•rd" 1-a. 6G: 1-'.~ . 

The lo: .ll Y,il1\ i,t-. ,tl,o e.limp,l'd rn·,, hrn il'.o tl'- for thcir f.tith. 
Israel. c ha:-tennl and humbled and. h: ,11flcr in!!. p111 e.e cl (lf all drn-.... 
and made ,t1on!!, m,l~ 110\\' become the~ h, ,en "<'!Tant of the\\ <1rd. 

the faithful nw:-<::en~er of YII\'Ir, I.rn tt1 all the n,1tirn1, of the earth, 
''to open the l')C'- that Ml' blind, to hring out dw pri,om·, -. from the 
dungeon. from the pri,nn th<N' ,, ho ,it in cl.1 rk111•,<' ( J-.a. -1-2: 7 . 
'I he in,pirccl hope of ~l(N's that J,1 :icl mitd11 he< <1mc ··a kini..:dnm 
(Jf pr ic,t and a hol) n,ltion;' ma: n11\\' be n·,di/l·d. hut flll a much 
lan~er, indeed on a \\orkl, stage. J,ral'!·, mi ..... ion ma) now he to 
e,tabli,h "ju,tice in the cmtlz. and di,t.111t i,k, "ait for hi-.. T orah .. 
( I,a. 42:4 ) . The Y,lll\'i-.t ,,.t, nm, fillt I "ith ,1 new pmp<N'. Ill' 
had di,< overcd a nc,, dit C< tion for hi, pcC1plc ,, hit h ",·, no lone a 
geographic.1lly centered hut ,cattcrccl th1 tlll!!"hout ,l " orlcl cm pit c nf 
man) pcopk, and rl'lie;ion .... To ,un·in·. I ,r,ld mu-..t rel~ nm\ more 
than C\Tr before upon the uniqm ne,-. .md t \.< clknc e nf it-. L1ith 
and in the tiiumph of th,1t faith to find ii-. m, n immort,tlitv. 

There \\ ere among the exile-; in Bah: Jon. p,1trint-: ,, ho reacted 
quite norm all), let it he ,aid - to the tra[!rd:· ,, hicl1 bcfdl thl' ir 
nation. Their reaction \\ a-.; one of b i ttl'fllt',, and exec r,ltic,n to,, an! 
their tormentor-,. They hoped for the d ,1 ,· ,, hen the ,amc ( rue! fate 
would 0\ ertakc them and the child, t n uf [dom ,, ho rejoiced in 
Judah·-; do\\nfall. By the rin·r, of B,1h~l1m tht•, H1,,ed their uml~ 
ing alkg-iance to Jcru-.a!t·m. Their ~tnngth and their n,ttional pridt· 
remained unbroken. 

But how could the) ,ing the ,ong of YH\"II in a foreign land! 
( P-:. 13 7) . How could the faith of jlHLth l'\lt thri,·c on alien .oil ~ 

But there\\ ere o ther e,ik, , .. ho frlt that the: could ,ing and would 
,ing the ,ong- of YH\'H a proud. confiden t, and t·xtilt,mt ,on~
on alien ,oil, in the ,-en pn·,enre of th ir c,1 ptor,. The lo:,tl Y,th\'i,t, 
kne,., th,1t their God had not for,,tk.c. n them in their e'\ ik. The.·: 
l,.ne,, th,tt He wa, near unto all me. n c.·ven" hne "ho < ,tll upon 
Him in truth. Their ,ong would be not llf , t nge,1nc e or rrtrib11tion. 
hut of hope for J,rad and for mankin I. Jt, c,ultant theme \\ottld 
he how lo et the right in the ca rth J ,,1. t .! : )- + 1 . under the ,m -
crl'ignty of YHVH, the I'irst and tht L.1,t, hc,id l' ,d10m there i, nn 
( ;mJ. 
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Thi" ,, a, ncm I.....-ad\ task, they maintai11t·d, to w,1it confident)~ 

for the approaching hour wh<'n "nation, ,hall come to )Our light, 
and king, to the brightne:-.-, of ) mir rising·· ( I ,a. 60: 3), and to 
work zealous}~ to ht\,tcn that hour. The road from Sinai had led to 
Zion and now from Zion it must lead alon.~ all the highway" of the 
""orld: "that men ma) know, from the rising of the sun and from 
the west, that there i, none be,ides me; I am YHVH and there is no 
other" ( ha. 45 :6). 

In the ever "idenin~ Diaspora ,, hich the ,uccc,.si\'e deportations 
of I:sraclites and J udcan<.; had created, the lo) al Yah\'ist "aw the 
opportunity "to tell YHVH's glor) among thr natiom." Hr nm, 
undertook "to ,ing praises to Him amon.g the nation•;' ( Ps. 5 7: 9), 
in the hope that \\hen YHVH' "a) became kncmn to them ho" 
He judge, peoples "' ith equity and how He guides the nations of 
the ear·h they, in turn, would prai:-.e Him, and all the end of the 
earth would revere Him ( P . 67). The hope of com crting the ,..,hole 
world ·o the won-hip of YHVH nm, became the "new song'· on the 
lips of the Yahvi"t-

". ing to YHVH, all the earth! 
Sin~ to YHVH, bless hi · name; 
Declare hi glory amon~ the nation", 
His mar\'clou • works amonR all the p 'ople~ ! 
For all the ~od~ of the people arc idol"; 
But YH\'H made the hea,·cns .... 
. -cribe to YHVH, 0 familic, of the people, 
A"cribe to YHVH glory and ,trength ! . . ." 

( P,alm 96) 

Ya i..,·i<.m ncm enter-; upon its world-conquering mi,sion. The 
. piii'ud oficn,i, c begin'-. 

The ,<,:ame Yah, i,t prophet \\ ho joyou,I~ h,tikd Cyru,, the Per
sian, thr conqueror of Bab, Ion and called him the anointed of 
YH 'r~ ,, hose right hand YHVH hacl g, ,1,pccl to suhduc nation, 
brforc !!;1 1, proclaim, in the ~ame breath hi, thoroughr.;o:11l! oppo
,;ition '0 the n-li~ion of C~ ru-.; or Dariu, Zoroa-.tri-mi,m ,t 
rclir(o·, \\ hie h j-, ha-..cd on a co<.mic du,tli,m, a god of darknc,.._ and 
c, il and a god of ~·oodness and light. .. 1 am YHVH, and th"n· jo;; no 
othe•·. J~e· ides me there is no God; ... I fm m light and creat(· 
clarkrr · , I make peac c and create r,·il, I am YHVH, \\ ho <lo all 
these thing-:' ( I ,a. 45: 5-7 ) . The dogma of Yall\'i'-m i, uncom
promi-.;in<~, even tcm arc! ,l qua~i-monothei,tir and frienclh fai•h like 
Zoroa-;tr iani:-m. Throughout the ,uh-,equrnt c cntu, ie of the Second 
Commo1 wealth, Yah, i~m \-,,ill confront other great rcligi ·m" and 
"} "tcr1, of rt'ligious; and ethic <>-philosophic thought with the '-amc 
um·i1•lding firmncs,. 

The mo, cmcnl to bring the \\ orlcl to YHVH muo;;t ha\·e begun 
soon after the cJj.,_per,ion. Deutero-haiah alrcad~ addressed himself 
to the foreigners who joined thcm,cl\'cs to YHVH and promi"c<l 
them full communion in the hou~eholcl of I~racl, and a jodul rc:
ception in YHVH\ rnnctuary which shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples ( I.a. 56:3-7 ) . Zechariah, who"c prophetic 
career coin ided with the return of the exik"' under Zcrubbahcl and 
the rebuilding of the Temple (c. 520 B.c.1., ,peak, in confi l<'ncc 
of th"' approaching- d,t) \\ hen h 11 ti c, " h ,._ 
to YH\ I I . . . a , l h ' 
l• l I t, I 

.r I I l· 
h n nH n fr 111 the 1 t11 1 

o f ,t I \\ s I\ 11 • • L t 1 • I he 
l.u • .. 1 ,.:,e,ttly imprc,-,ul ,,ith thL high (>,teem i11 \\hich 

YH\ Hi-, alrcad~ held in man} parts of the ,, oriel: "For frpm the 
ri,in~ of the ,un to it-. . ettin1; my name j.,_ grcat amon~ the na•ion,, 
and in e, cry place incen,c is off creel to m} name, and a pure oficr
ing; for my name i, great among the nation-;, ,;ay" YHVH of host< " 
( ~1al. 1 : 1] , . T o the ,ame age probahl~ hrlon~ the ,uprrh \ i. ion of 
''the end of dav" which is included in both the Book of I,aiah 
(2: 2-•1 and ~1ic,1h l: 1-4-) : •· ... man) people-.; h;ill come, 
and ,·ay: 'Come, kt u go up to the mountain of YHVH, to the 
hou,c of the God of Jacob; that he ma) teach u hi~ \\ ay'i and that 
we ma} walk in his path'i' " 

The mo,·cmcnt to com·crt the world wa to gain momentum in 
the following centurie-;, c"pccially in the Hellcni. tic period when 
Yahvism felt itclf rou cd and challenged again as it had not been 
jncc prc-cxilic times. "'ith r nc,\ed , ·igor it rca,,ertcd its uncom
promi ing faith in the face of the fal,e philo..,ophies and c ul:ural 
allurement<.; which threatened it "a~ of life. The Hebraic ,pirit and 
its ethico-rcl'giou, culture reached out to re,hapc the \\ orld, but not 
through militar') conquc,t a" Alexander the Gn:at ,oug-ht to do, and 
to a degree ,uccced<. d in doing. Pro,eh tr,, and ,emipw ... d~ le, "}10 
adopted the tench and "or,hip of YH\"H "ithout frn mal com er
,ion and without becoming nwmlwr .... of the jl'\\i,h nation. \\ CIT to 
incrca,c in number, in ,omc gc,wration ..... md in ,omc count, ic, more 
than in others. E,pc(iall} doc, the litcratme whid1 dcn·loprd in tht· 
circles of the Ha,idim ,rnd \\ hie h retained the uni, er,,il ,,, ccp and 
moral fcn·or of prnphcti< Yall\'i,m d,H·ll upon the theme of the 
com er ion of manJ...ind. The Book of Enoch, \\ hi('h j., quoted , en:r
entl) b, the author, of the Tc,tamenh of the I\\ ch e Patriarch, and 
the Book of Jubilee,. both of the --cconcl crntu1, B.c.1 .. ,peak, of lhe 
time when "all the children of men ,hall bee omc rightcou, and all 
nation•. ,hall ofkr acl01 ali( n and ,hall prai,c ~le. and ,di -,hall \\ 01-
,hip ~le'' I:noc h 1 (): 21 : ,cc al,o ~l(): rn, 33 . 

Follm, ing the ~Iaccabc.rn , ictoric,. the confident ho,t-. of YHYH 
marched forth in might on their mi ..... inn to ,, in the ,, orkl to H i, 
"' or,hip. The Ha,moncan ruler ... , J ohn H, re.urn,, .\1i,toh11lu,, and 
Alexander J anneu, cn·n n:-.orted to fore ihlc com cr-,inn of ,ome of 
their conquered people-,, an act "hich ,,a, condemned In the Phari
:--aic leader-, of the people. The cre,t of the mn,·emcnt ,~ .l ... reached 
toward the do,e of the ~ccond C:ommom, c..tlth and in the carh 
)Car..; of the common era. \\hen a H'r~ ,1('tiH: and ,uccr,,ful pro,e-
1) tizing propaganda \\ c1~ carried on throu~hout the Roman J:mpin. 
and a mi,,ionar~ literature, ,uch .\.._ lhc Jn, i,h ":--,ih) Hine Oracle, ... 
, .. a-. produced. 

Chri,tianit,· \\ a'- a pha~e of thi-, inten,i, t' Y tlll\ i,t pro,el~ ti,int.!, 
movement. The me,,ianic motif "hit h ,, a, .lt it... corr and it. .... rclin
qui'>hmrnt of the t1 ttditional requircmenh for formal com cr,inn 
enabled it to m.lke more rapid head\\ a~. ·1 hu, the o riginal Tor,lh (lf 

l\Io,e-;, through the< hanncl of a Jc\, i,h mc....-.ianic mo, emcnt, men cd 
militantl~ out into the "c,tcrn \\ orlcl. It \\ ,t-- nnt the pri,tinc Tor.th 
of ~Io~c..:;, to be ,un·. ~[am apm <11' ptic elt.·mcnh \\ ere 110\, com
binetl ,, ith it. clement" \\ hic. h would ha, c been utter h ,tranl!:c tll 

~lose ~fr-.....i,1h, , it arious atonement. the God incarnate. n·,m rt.'t -
tion e, en a, m,m~ of the legal .. fern t .,-· "hie h the . ( ribc, ,md 
Phari,ce, h.1cl built Motrnd hi, Tmah \,mild h.1,·e apptarcd ,tranl.!c 
to him. But the ethic .ti and ,piritual tcarhinl.rs of Jc-,u"' a, exprc .,,t.·d 
in the ~crmon on lhe ~lount \\ hil h do not t <m,titutc, of cour-.i. 
lhet/uo/ub)'<>f ('h,i,tianit~ arc idcmical in (nntent and ,pirit \,ith 
the original Torah of \lose,. C~(cpt a, tn tht." ir d()(lrinc ... of non
rt'~istan< e and olht.·1-\\ orldlinc ,. Jc,u, him--t. If ,ummed up hi, 
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tc,Hhinl! 1latt. :!2:31-Hl h~ q11nti111• t,\o (.omm,11Hlrm:nt, of the 

Trnah nf ~lo,c,. "You ,hall 11,,c YHVH ,our (;od "ith all ,mir 
hr,trt and\\ ith ,ti] ,ou1 '<Hil. and "ith all , ·om mind.. Deut. 6: 5 
and ,:You ,hall Im t,' \Olli tll'i c.hlior ,t'- ,011r-~lf'' ( Le, . I <f: 18). Thu,, 

through Chri,ti,rnit, : Y,dl\ i,m. in ,111c;ther garb to be ,u1T. ,Hh·arncd 

t<' ne" frontier,. Th\' Im ,ti Y,1hvi,t,. "ho "ould not adopt the rn.'" 
~arl:, and,, ho rcmaincci undt \ i.:tini.tl~ faithful to the mil!inal Torah 
of ~lo-.e,, continut'd on their 1 ,, n ,, a~ through hi,tm~. 

But all thi, "a, for ;i time f.t1 llfI. and for m,m, d,1,, hu1ce. 
But in the mt ,mtinw tlH: ,1,th t cntun·, th\' time of nilr and 

de,ola tion what '.> For the p1t 'l llt f.iith ,u1tl patienc t ! After thr 

fir-..t Juclean exile ' 597 R.c.r. ,, hen King Jcoiac hin. ,dong with 

manv others of the penpl(, p1 mt t''· elder,. p1 ie,t-.. and prophet,, 
< 1 aft men and ,mith,. had heen ta~en to Bain Ion, Jt. remiah di-..

patched a letter to thl'm in \\ hich he tnu1--mitted the \\'ord of 

YHVH: ''Build hou'-C'- ,md Ii, e in them; pl.111t gard<. n~ and rat 
their produce. 1 akc "i, e, ,rnd ha, e ,nn, and daughH r,: ... m~il
tiph· there, and do not de<rca,e. But ,eek the "elf.ire of the rrt, 

where I ha, e ~<'Ill \ou into rxik, and pra} to YilVII on it, behalf. 

for in it• welfare , ~,u "ill find , our "elfare .. .. ror I know the 
plan I h a , e for yc.>u, ,a,, YHYH. plan f >r wclf nc and not for c, ii, 
to ~i\'e vou a future and a hopt··' 1 .Jer. :?9:5 ff. ' . The people han: 
alrea(h· • fulh- atoned for their ,in, and the~ ha, e rcu:i,e<l from 

YHVII d,lUi>lc for all their ,in-. ,,.ts the me,,a~e of D eutero-I <.:aiah 

to the exiles J ,a. •10: 2 J . The time of grace ha" no" ( ome and of 
go~id t'din <T,. The "dried bone '' ,, ill li,·e a!!ain, for YHVH will put 

H h ,pirit ,, ithin them and the~ •-hall li,·e [Lek. 3 7 1, ,, a<.; the con

ficlcn ' and comforting- me-.,age of I:zckiel. 
There were man~ "ho belie, eel. "here pre, iou, 1~ the\' had 

dm•1>·cd. and man} ,, ho returnrcl. "ho hat! tra~nl f ,tr a\\aY. 

The fa!l of Babylon 5:~9 B.( .r:. , ,, ho,e religion wa-. :-LC<.") ·<l in 

thr idolatric ... "hich the prc-cxilit prophets hacl ,o ,·eh"mcntly de

nounced. and the ri,c to ,, orlc.l pcl\\ er of Prr,ia, "ho r Zqroai:;t1 i:rn 

rclig-;on, a rcli~ion "ithout tempk,. altar-.., '-tatue,, and an'mal : ;rc

rifice • coincided in manv " a\s \\ ith l ,racl\ fundamental faith, . , , 
created a climate in" hie h the Lharnpion, of YIIVH could proclaim 

ewn mnrc confidenth than e,er before, the mi!(nal T orah of 

~lm,c,. Idolatr~ ,, a, n;i\\ finall, exc1rri~rd from thr life and th,,u!!;ht 

of the p~opk. The prophl' h \\ ho prnphe ... iecl in Judea in the la,t 
quarter of the ,i,th cen·ur}, af er the return of the exile.., [rom 

Bah~ lo:1, Haggai. Zecharia h. and ~L,lachi, no lrmgrr had to< ontcnd 

,, ith idolatri<> .tncl heathen pr,IC tice, among their people. 
There ,, a, no lon{!er an~ Baal or .\ ,her ah to wac~e ".t r u p n, no 

\ldoch, no hierod uli, no ,,or,h ip of alien gods; or gra, rn ima.~e, . 

. \n age and a rrli~iow= c ulturc had rome to an rnd. The c:om 1le~ 

of pagan idea'-, ru,tom,. and prac ~in.'s a_gaimt "hich Y.tln i,m h.id 
inn•'(Th~d had c!efinitd~ rercdcd, nc\'cr to regain it, holcl upon the 

people. To the e~tent that th< ,e idolatrie!'-, and abomination, hacl 

been the major target of its attack, Yaln i,m had t1 iumphrcl. A n:" 

ag~ had dawned and the Yaln i,t protagonist nm\ conc(·ntratccl on 

the fai thful ob,en·anrc of thr ethical precepts; of the 1 orah of . Io-.c,, 
and on "preading it-.. teaching-. e,u~\\herc. 

Lacking- poli tical indeprmknce, Judea became increa iw~l.· t'·eo-

< ratic i:1 i: 01 ganiz,ttion. It-.. o lTic i.tl rrli.~iou, life became large!~. 
thour h by no mean, exc lu ... i,cl}, <.entered in the l'cmpl:. p1 i---,th iJ. 
and the --acrificial cult. Thi, ,, a, not, of ( our,c, what the or it.,.· nal 

T orah of ~Io,e, had contemplated and "hat the t1u~ Yaln·i,t 
, c>Urht. But e,·en tho c \\ ho nm, m ged the ,peed) rebuild in~ and 
,qrnr; lc u, 11 cf thl' Temple had in m ind a Temple "·hich would be 
frrc lrnm all 1t·.1t l1 , u ~rn hnl-.. and prallice, . 

\\'hat • 0) troubled the ,prritual lracle1, 1 th 

iollowint: the n-,wration. "a he d n 
,tnd t '• t o •a! ,ubrn<'rgc tH l f 1Ju: . ; ,tnd ,tr 11.~gling J t, le.ill 

romm mit) in l11 11ekc of 11011-Ju<le.tm of alien faith who haJ in 

la.rc.~c n mbc-r, in hit, .• t eel into Judea in the year-.. folio\, in~ its dm, n
fal!. ··In tho-.c da)-: · \\lite,. <.herniah in h i, ~Icmoir", "I"=' '\ the 

Jews who had m, n ic<l " omen <,f A,hdod, .\mmon, anti ~Io.ii>. 
that their chi ld , rn -poke th<' larH!ua~e of \,hdod, an d the, cnuld 

not --peak the lan~u,t~c of Judah.. .. ch . 13: 23-+ ) . The I;< art of 

the nc\\' cm·rnant ,, hich the pe(Jple nm, , oltmnh enkrcd into. 

under the kackr,}~ ;jJ of ·./1',t, " •"" an unde1t<1kin~ w',eparatc them

,eh c· from the alH'n pcPplc, ,, ho h,,d entered the land, and from 

their forei~n "i\(·, 1:1ra 9 IO . ~trin endog,1m, " [h rc,ortcd to 

a•· ~n c.xtrrn~e m_ea,un· to ,afrgu.ud theit idcntit~· ,md protect the 
punt~ of their faith. 

They al,o ,t t ahc,ut n·nrganizin~ tl1c admini,tr,1tion of the rebuilt 

Temple. a nd to _rn , ic1e for it~ maintenance th1m1gh the pt·oplc·, 
ofic1 ing-. of ,ac nfH t ,, fii ,t-frnrt-.. . .ind tithe,. The ,,mrtit, of tm 

_ahbath, foremo-..t .trn< 1n,g the i1i--titu tion, of the n ligion pf YII\'H 
smcc_ t~e d,1y, of ~lo l' . ,, hich had hcu, ignored during the < hao~H 

< ond1t1on~ th.tt fol lo" t·d ~h( clt~,tlll< tinn of the , t,lt l' and the l'empk. 
had to be fir ml~ 1cc,t.1hli-..lwd mp< ptilar ob,c1, a11<c ~ ch. 13: lj . 

~o ,11,o the !!reat ft ,th al, nf th1· pilcrim,1 gr and the atH icnt ).1" of 

hemittah. thl ,e, ent h ) , ,tr of n·,t fnr the ,oil and I eJ,·.t--e from debt. 

lhc man who g,1,·t·rned Judea f<,r l\\thc ,ear, . .:\ chemiah. ,, rntc 
that he di,cc1,·c1 eel man~ economic ,ilHM', ,1mong the people " hil h 

had to be corrcnccl. ,uch ,,, un 1u,t dt 1,t,, n.:-..tilting ill ,la, t'J v, and 
the c'rn< tion of thlH,. • 

But along-,ide the Tcm1 le thuc no,, , .111w into < ocxi,tt'JH ,·. a it 
'' e_re_. t,, <>_ other in,t itution-.. ,, hich ,, t'rt' dl',tined t11 influenn· Jt·,, i,h 

relil.!1ou, life tn·mt·ndou,h. ·1 ht'~ foll,,, , l'd indqwndcnt linl', ,;f their 

0\\ n ar~d -.uuceckd f.ir more than the T emple and it-.. < ultti-.. in 
pre!'-crnn~ :,nd ,Hh ,tll< in!.! th<· rdil.!ion of ~l 1N ,. 

_ 1 he returning l'\.1le,. f1om tht ,i,th < t'Ptur~ on\\ ,ud, hwut:ht back 
\\J~h them am·,, nn·n·nce and lm,dt, for the I rn.th of YH\'H . J11 

cxtle, "~e1e the~ had been ckpri, t cl , f r(•mpl1• and ( 11 lt ,rncl ,, ht·1t· 
the fab1 re of th<"tr \\, r Id 't c.mecl to ha, 1 di ...... oh( d. their ,piritual life 
found anchorage at l,1,t in the T, rah , ,f YH\ ·H . To it mam turnl'd 

,t,· to a" ekomc I l'flll.!( in the ,tot m, ,md d,1nl.!n, of their 1,·, :. 'l'h. 
J' d • , '· <' 

,t_uc ie tt :~'·en·ntl~. e:u..:eih. le' i, t:1,~ I'hc~ copied it afTecti11natc:h·. 
;\ ow the l orah no lont,:l'r ,,on• I< r them the,,,,,,.,. th · • 

. , , '-• ll',llt'nlllt! 
a,p_cct of tho,e ,mful cl.I\, "htn the prophet, ,poke of the ,, r.ith 

,,hJCh \\a, t~ <CH1H: bl't,lll't' th<' p(·npk had frn,,tkl'n it. It"·'' 110 

!~n{!er con:en ~-d of ,t, ,nmt thm{! 111i11:-t"r~ ,llHI menarinl, . J he 
Im .ih of \ H\ H " ,1, 11<1\\ ht'autiful. ck,i1 ,dilc. rd n ,hint! tht , ,nil. 
It u·as hJ/Jorlat1~, d 111/0 " I,, in!.: and i, lo,, d Fmm ,tnd ,lll im j,iblc 

crcm n "a placed upon it - the < l"Cl\\ n of th<. I ,,1 ah. Fidclit, to it 
\\ m a pri, ilcge ,tnd ,l cn·t1t ddight. -\ d1•, orion borcle1 int! 011 ;clur .i

t ion of the Book of the T or,1h cnierl!t d ., ... ,t Ill' \\ pht 11 ,,mr·non in the 

religion of J,rael after the l' -... ik. ~fen. kn( \\ll ,h o/eiim. ,nilw,. 

dedicated them,c.h <., tc, it, tt ,ll hint! ,111d di,,t min,ttJ(ltl. Late, on. 

the piritual guiclt-.. of Jud,1i,m ,,t·1c to tu, 11 to 1t ,i... to ,1 Ji, in!.! , ouru 

and find in it "h,lln ( 1 ,, ,1-.. net·dcd for th(.' u11f11ldinl!" , nd I h.in!!ill!.: 
nn·d, of their 1 i, c,. ' f ht·,t· men ,q•n· to i 11tnp1 ct t ht· T111 ,th. ,, h<'r ri 11 . 

th,·y bdicvcd, all \\ ,1,, omairwd tho111 . .: h not .di " " "' 1•~p1 c"1·d. ·1 h1•, 

'"1t1ld ck"elop a" a~ of lifr for thtir pcopl1·. ,111 H.1la1 h "hi< h ",1·, 

tn 'llrvi,·<· T<'mple ,rnd cult and ,l much lon~c1 :u,d "idt·r di,pt 1 ,ion. 




