
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series VII: Personal Miscellaneous, 1908-1989, undated. 
Sub-series D: Writings, 1915-1963, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         216           80            50 
 
 

Moses and the Original Torah, reviews, 1961-1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~ Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's Significant 
i Book: 'Moses and the Original Torah' 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver, distin­
... guished world Jewish leader 
~ 1 whose emfoence is as great in 
l1 the field of 
~ theology and r: .. . '. ~ ' 
Z Jewj h schol­

arship as well 
a in Zi n­
ist leadership, :i. ,- <-···' . , 

h a a d d e d ( ·, / , :· (\ff 
another note- . .:-.'~~ A ·.,-,, .. 

worthy work f";:/ ·: J''* 
.. •• l-. • .. • .• 

t o h i s e V· ' ~ • 

ral published :. 
books. ;, 

Dr. ilver 
His latest,~ 

" :Io s es and 
the Original 
Torah,'' just published by fac• 
millan, is an analy is of "the 
real character of to cs and the 
e ential me sag of the Torah." 

In his preface appears the 
introductory expanation of his 
approach to the ubject. De­
scribing the "two di tinct 
traditions r fleeted in the his­
toric and legal writings of the 
Bible," those of orthern Is­
rael and South rn Judah, to 
which he refers as ·'two 
eparate people " which "were 

nc1,·er trulv united even during 
the period of the United King­
dom," having "parted com• 
pletely and forever after the 
revolution of Jeroboam I in 933 
BCE," Dr. Silver adds: 

"These two people hared 
a common racial origin and 
many ancestral memories, but 
their historic experiences from 
earliest times differed sharply. 
The more important center of 
JHVH wor hip arose in the 

orth where the Hebrews who 
had left Egypt under loses had 
ettled. They brought with them 

the original Torah which he 
lu1d given them." 

hi toric e nts to which it 
gav ri e are more fully ex­
plained. Otherwi e the ven­
ture i no more than a con­
juring trick unworthy of eri­
ous scholar hip. Jt is true 
that a many may live in his­
tory who n v r e j led in 
tim , but tlten the memory 
of him, which i reflected in 
literature, his echoing career 
and hi immense influence 
upon mankind through the 
long cnturie , mu t in ome 
other to be accounted for." 
The infrequent reference to 

1\lo in the Bible a "prophet'' 
( abi) was "to distinguish him 
and et him apart from all other 
prophets," Rabbi Silver con­
tends. ·• roses," he state , "was 
given the commi sion not only 
to announce the will of YHVH 
but to execute it as well." 

The uniqueness of Iosaic law 
i "in that it excluded practice 
which the ancient world did not 
find at all objcctionabl 
sacred prostitution, the burn­
ing of chidren in the service of 
idols, witchcraft and sorcery, 
and the obse sion with death 
and the und rworld," Dr . i •er 
asserts. ''The singularity o the 

Eslikol, Goldberg 
to Speak U;t UJA 
Porley Dec. 10-11 

E bkol Goldberg 

'It wa with Mo es that 
the Torah 1·eligion of Israel 
b gan and it wa among the 
tribes which later constituted 
the Northern Kingdom of 
I rael that the Torah of 
YHVH wa fir t e tablished," 
Dr. Uv r declar . The cardi• 
nal spiritual and th i ca I 
teaching or the original 
Torah which were n \'er sur­
pas ed were tho e of lose 
and not of the 1 t r prophet 
()f I ra I or Judah.'' 

Ile point out that th sub 
ject of hi -tudy in •·. lose 
and the Original Torah'' i : 
'What this original Torah of 
loses wa • . . . where thi 

Torah i to be found, and how 

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, 
ecretary of Labor, and 

LEVI E HKOL, I rael i lini ter 
I of Finance, are among a di tin• 

it fared in I ra 1 anC:: Judah." 
He u e the Tetragrammaton 

"YHVH" for ''lh Lord,'' and 
"Torah" for "the Law." 

In his c x t e n i ,. e com-
mentarie and r carch, Dr. 

il er make thorough analy. e 
al. o of tlw maj or • nd minor 
prophet . ll takes into ac­
count some claim that £ o ·e 
was a mythical p r on, then 
h proc eel to r , i w hi tori• 
cal data. indicating the high r 
Egyptian intellectual circle in 
which he moved. and de cnbe • I 
him a an activ l ad r and I 
he an wers the "m th" heory I 
by tating: 

"It is permi ible to di -
olve a world p r onaJ 't into 

a myth if, by o doing, the 

gui h'ed arra of 11 , k r 
·ch duled to addre s the 24th 
annual national conferenc of 
th United J wi h Apt> al, 
Dec. 10 • nd 11, in , York 

it}' Waldorf - A toria Hotel. 
Thi will b E hkol's fir t ap­
pearanc in the U. . after uc­
ce fully taking the lead to 
f onn a new I ra Ii gov rum nt. 
Facing the 1,000 Conf eren e 
del ate • e p cted to attend 
from J :w c: o' •1 co n r: 
wm b th important ta k of 
ado11ting plan for 1962 to mo­
bilize additional funds to cover 
gr atJy increa ed need of om 
600,000 m n, women and chil­
dren en d b) UJ.\ b n fici-
arie., the Unit d I. ra 1 Appeal, 
th Joint Distribution ommit­
tee, th ew York ,\ • o iation 
for . w Ameri an and t'nited 
Hia. 

Israel to Aid Bolivia 
in Farm Development 

L P Z Bolivia, (JT ) -
Yitzhak Le\:y, director general 
of the hra l ::\1inistry of Agri­
culture, arrived here for a ten­
day \i it during which h will 
tudy B o l i v i a n agri ultural 

probl ms within the frame­
work of a technical a sistance 
agreem nt conclud d earlier 
lhi year between I i-a l and 
Bolivia. 

During hi tay in thi coun­
try, Levy will tudy problems 
dealing with 1rr1ga ion. oil 
ero ion. affore tation and fi ~h 
culture . The a ' ::.i tance pro­
gram al o pro\·ide for the ,·d 
to I ' rael of everal Bolivian 
agricultural expert to stud 
Israeli farming methods. 

Torah of Moses consisted in 
the fact that it was ntrust d, 
in olemn covenant, to an 
entire people, which undertook 
for all future time to be its 
guardian." 

The conflicts and differences 
between Israel and Judah are 

1 thoroughly reviewed in thi 
1 significanl book. The eminent 
author indicates the exist nee 
of a harmonizing common past 
which made them all "part of 
the ancient Covenant at Sinai." 
But there were nflicting tra­
ditions, and these are described 
in detail, taking into account 
also the violent enmities that 
exi ted between the two differ• 
ing peoples. 

Dr. il er e presse doubt 
whether the Ten Word were 
actually in ribed upon the 
two tables of tone which 
were kept in th Ark in the 
Tent in the wilderness, where, 
he writ , 'the people prob• 
abJy carried with them 
imple p o r t a b 1 e Ark of 

YHVH. uch sacr d portable 
tent were p o e s s e d by 
nomadic Arab trib ·before 
the <lays of Isam," npresent­
ing "the actual pre ence of 
the deity." He adds that 
"neither the Ark nor the 
tables of stone nor the cheru• 
him were in the Second 
Temple." . . . 'It has been 
uggested that th Ark may 

have been previously located 
for a time at hechern, where 
Jo hua made a co enant with 
all the trib of I ra I . . . 

ubsequently the Ark was 
moved . . . to the inner 
sanctuary in th'e T e m p 1 e 

hich King Solomon built.'' 
Rabbi Silver thoroughly re­

views and analy s the codes 
of laws found in the Pentateuch 
-their general contents, the 
Covenant, Holines and Deutero­
nomic Codes. 

''The ethical teachings of the 
Torah" are described as "an 
e ntial part of th oi·thodox 
religion of all classes of Jews 
during the econd ommon-
wealth," priority having been 
given them by religious leader 
over cult and ritual." Dr. 

ilver points out that "while 
my tic, pictist. groups em­
pha ized the ethical content of 
lh ritual and ceremonial law 
a · ·uch. It wa only with the 
d e of Chri lianity that anla­
goni m to these law made 
it elf manite t. ' 

"Th r volutionar ne in• 
. titution, the ynagogue," 
brought back from Babylon 
b returning e ·ii , ' was de-

i ned to grow in importan e 
during th econd oinmon-
, e:1ltll ," a ii, • tates. 
.. 1'h . nago u a th pla 
\ h r God could b wor-
hi pp d without sa rifice 

ancl prie thood. Here religion 
wa a matt r clu ·i el o{ 
prayer and the tud of the 
Torah. H r Iaylll n ,md r bbi 
could me t for ethical and 
piritual in tru tion. 'o com­

parable religious in titution 
i tecl in th an ient world. 

Xo wond r that it compl t 
accordan with th pirit of 
the original Torah ... gave 

to the le end that it wa 
him If who founded 

ynagogue.'' 
Dr. ilver conclude by de­

claring: "The pure faith of 
. Io e ,va , by no mean fully 
triumphant n now. It never 
had been in any generation in 
the past ... In all the suceed­
ing centurie , the ancient strug­
gle for th true faith \\'as to 
go on, under new forms but 
unmi takab1y. The or i gin a I 
Torah would never lo e Hs 
magnetic appeal and its eternal 
challcn "'e." 

... Io e , and th Ori 0 inal 
Torah'' will no doubt be con­
idcrcd on of the mo t im­

portant book by Dr. ilver. 
It is a guid for rabbis and 

• a reve]ation for laymen. -P .. 
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• 1\10SES 
: ~rnd Jf K Origin.ii n•1ah 

·---------

the distinguished religious leader 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
will au/odrap/i his new book 

MOSES A D THE 
ORIGI AL TORAH 

tomorrow, from 1 to 2 p.m., in our 
5th Floor Book Shop, downtow11 

Com in today for your copy of thi di -
tingui hed new book by a man named as one 
of the I 2 leading preach r in America. 
"~Io es and the Original Torah" 3.95 

write, (Jf call Cil 1-./-600 
for your autographed copy 
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It's extra bonus day in our 

Basement shoe deparf ment* 

Here, • or pulling yoJr sm11rte • toot forwM d 

in new 61 ;11 sh1ons 11 re Q"een Q Lo~ l,ry' 

shoe . N11fiona lly ul111>r ised, Mhonelly : no" n 

for their e,ce le'lt workmM ship. Note heir 
61,·ll ·n comfor fec1 +ures: s ee arches :or 
g e11l er support. re si ·ent foc?1m cushions· cu<h• 

io~"'d inso es; suop e long,v.eM ng OLol~o es. 
S•ep 'nto sly e wilh comple e comfor , per­

fe~+ ft, .,.,d smart fes hion. ~oo for Ire 
Be11uly Spots of E11•.p " in e1ery peir . Ch')D~"' 

fro,n our cornplet"" fresh r.ew stod of fc1II 

c1 d v.Ir er s yles in 'c11 ther, ,ueoe, or p11 iM . 

* e.~t,·,i 
l1011u.'J 

A -r-l d s P X r11 C') J dll ., oi..• 611 emert Sr'lll 

dep11r rre ,~ V✓it~ e ,er1 pure a<e or /I P" • r o! 

Ot.<>en Que1lity " c J v. rece1v!' 11 p11i• oi 

OJr f,re QL1l •y HIGBEE 911 Setlrr 0 ss he iery, 

which r eo JIMly sells for 0 5, r,er r/1 r. 

I 
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I S \' I\ f' l! I" 1· 

c•nu nltJ 111011 ,, 

" 1 t h a 11111 1,·oi 

i 
1',ll , I 11 \ t • ti I ht• 

"1111:S t•f I, I I d , 
tfw 111,lll) ,nulld 
of In. ,,,,, s lrl I ht• 
m ,. 11 d 11 " • , \ t 
111,::ht, lw lilwtl 10 
'1<'111 tlw d111p1n:.: 

I of n 1 ~ h I h1 rd 
111111 f 1r11:, th,• 
h II u t 111 11 1, I 
'l'hl'll 11 111• rlt \ 

j ~~l\pl p1• \ll l l'd 

111, , h1 i.: I' l l~ l,11p , 

111g t u h,•it l' 11tth ' 

I' ll ) 11 11 1 II'. ,\ !I' 
l,oi,t,, I l tt ll i llw ' 
;1 11 I h n r n f ·~., I• 
\1• ,l1•1·, 1111,l ;-.; \l . 
llod1•Pk c•1· ,l 1 , . 11 

I h l' ['ll' l llr<'• t 11 
, . 0 j II I. I C11ld r>11 

1'1 " ' , • I. ;\:.! Pfl 1 
~• 11 I ~ <llllll!lil 1·1 

lu1tr 111 , 1:-. . 

New Rabbi Silver Book Urges 

I Modern Evaluation of Moses 
Reviewed by Israel I. T aslitt h, 1 1,,1,,, •11111' • hift n( rmphR 

Mfl, ' P,<::. ,\SJJ 'rllf.' rw 1<;. 
I.\' Al, TOI~ ,11!. F/ 11 l,'11/ ,l,1 
A/JI,., lit/fr/ ,'1/11 ,. I Jlf,w 111,1-
/ ,m <'11 . n ~-'i. ,~ • /'/'·' 

111 lhf' ~() , •f'III Ul'II' o f 1l1 , p1•1•, 
sio11, {lilt! Ill dS llli lll_\" l, 11111 , , 

Torah sl'ht1 l;11 ·~h1p hn, m a rkrrl 
t hr> 11111111st n·am of .JP\\ ish his• 
tor) T11 th«' ut ic;tnaf hod~· of 
B1hlll'Hl };I\\ a11rl Inn•, raf'11 g 1•11-

l'i ·ation ,·ontnh11tl'1I 11111ht1, m ,d 

tnmr, of th1111<111c;. 1·om111r nt 
,11111 1111t•q11etat1on 11 ( thl' <'Irr• 
nal \11ltlf'S in lhf' ll(':l,111(' 
hou,f' 11( IH1tl'I . 

nr. .\hh:1 111111'1 S1 h r>r';,. 

";\Jo,..•s ·111d the n, ig11111 f Tor • 
ah", p11hlish<'rl .i t II t i mc> \\h<'n 

thP 11111in~lr l'allls of 111;1nki111l 
,111~ h1'1ll~ 1hll'Hll't1t'rl \\llh 1111· 

1·lr>111· rl<'si<'l'H t ion . b 11111 11wrl'I~· 

a nolahl,. c ,111lnh11l1<1 n to lhl' 
)!rralf'SI o f HII hrn>k:- 11 i, Riso 
an 11rgrn1 1'; 1II. 111 ll1r 11 trl1lrnn 
of I l\f' PrnJ>hrts ol I ,rtt<'I , /or 
a rrallc;nm<'nt of 111od1•rn \ 'a h 1<', 
1111h 1hr ,t n ndanls , r. 1 h~ thl' 
l.,11\ gil f'I'. 

In his prr ,rnt11 l11111 of ;\Jo,1 ,. 
I W . Sil\'t'l' 11111 <·s r lrn t 11r a II 
g 1 !'ii I 1111'11 11f 'lw ,pin1 \\ ho st" 
1rlra, <'nkindlNI mAnkinrl 
Z11r,1tl111st111. c; 1111tama , thr> 
Rutlrlh11 1, J.;rn.1 sr. Conf11c111,. 
,Jr>s11s !\.111sf', :ilonr> prom•II · 
c;at<•d ,1 ,m·1.1 I H •, ·11h11i1111 , n1lh• 

,.,. 1han, IHf' l'('I\ a IH'\\' spur Ill 

l lwnloi:rt'll l th,;1tght . Thi, i, nh­
,in11, rrnrn th<' r, 11•1 1hat 1hr. 

11rii:111al '1'111 ah t11lrlrt•""' ilsl'lf 
1101 lo n ll t ancl n111,1I 1101· 10 
, 11111<•111pla t 1rn1s o f t lw t ·1111111111 • 

1111, ,·onl ltc l hr l \\l'( II 11:tllll'<' 
, 1111d ll1'lll , o f n 1hr>t·•11 1irldlirw,, 

or nnn-1,,,i tanrr>. J.11 1 1athl' 1' 

1
1,1 tlw ,11,·h1t<'tllllt' ,,f innn· 
1 , , oil f' II I h 

I ~,~ ,n:, f' 1 r • t fl\ffl 

I I ,, l f II h 11 I ,,11,11, 

l11 1,•1t 0 11 111111 1 1>1 •• "' 11\t'r <·all • 
" d11 lllf' llllJll'l 'II II\I'•••, l'llllt'ill 
:;: 1111ll'po,t s s<'I aln111:: a roacl 
frnm \\hl!'il lh1•11• 1s I ll hr> llt> 
,1.iry i11 ;::. F111th ,llonr>, ho,1!'\·r>1·. 
11 h<'n lf'ft to , 1e \\ 11 h t hr> 111111• 

lllllli-11 }' fo11·1, ol lll ll lf'l'ialism. 
t<'nd;; 10 hrr 11mP s uh1111' 1~ P1l to 
t lw 11'1 P l o f 111 alhl 1·11<'t inn . 
'.\lo,rs ill'<'Ol'ding l~ !;( 1'<'11 \s l h ­
r 11r,I l h l'Sf' ~11 11 1<•-po sl ,dth II'• 
!!il l 1·1>tl1•, 1111tl lurtitir·d t lwm 

\\ilh ti1, lll<' :1111l111ri1 y. 

The \!1'11<'1':tl \l'llt>l' .,f thl' :-t a1-

t1I <'• , 111,I t> 11ltnll lH'l'S lhrlll· 
SP l\f•,. h•I\\ (')l'I', 111:1'1\lll!'h lh 

tllf'•I' \\<'JI' ii l 1•1111Prl l o hr till' 
\\1>rk111:;: tool, o r t lH• pt'ofll• . 
drn•, 11111 lll'a l' I 111• l lll lH'l lll 1\ f' nf 
thr> <'llll\·:d l,1c1•t . ;\1any 11f t h 

, 1.1 1111,•, 111,• ,·1111d 1ed in 1·,1t11lt• 

l i 1111;il lNlllS, i -f'., 1[ 1111'~ illr 
ohf'\l'tl, all ,ha ll hi' l\t'II: H 
not .' <lisn,;f<'I" " 111 folio,, tlP1' 1-

si,·r ('\ 1dr>l1<'<' o f ntall s l rel'<lom 
of l'hOiC'!'. 

' l'hl' si 11 •1, tl 11•,·11111 111111 1h a t 

;.l m•<'S ht 1111gh1 111 111 hr>ii:c; 1, 
thPrr1orc> ha , r t\ 1,11 1lw !'llJ\<'<'PI 

o r man·, ~:i1wt if ic·,111<111 1 h 1 ough 
h i, olt-.•n a n t'<' of <Ii \ 1111'1~ dl'-
1'1\ p,t JaH \ 1ul 11 hil l' 11 , D r. 
Sih ••r pm n t, u111 111 11 nws tr>t • 
f11 I i lll«'r\\t'II \I' of h1stor1r;i l 
,!'hnl;1r,l11p t h<' nn:;:1nal Torah 

, ,, nnd Nl1t111 ial clrnni;:e. th1~ 

hasH• 1·orwf'pl ,t Ill hold~ t 1·11r. 

111 t h!' t1Hlll;\ hrnrrlwtinn~ 
l h u t HIP p1t1 t nf ,f('\\i~h f!l;l~f' I' 

",,1,h lr . th" ,t11nclarrl p11'1tmh lr 
1 • " Hlf',<NI Ml' Thnu. 0 l.orrl 
111 11' t ;otl, E:111::: n f thl' l ' nh rr <' , 
f111 h:, \ i n g ~;inc·t itir1l 11~ 

thrnllgh Th~ C <Imm I\ n rl -
llll'll I ' · . : · T h:11 hf' 1~ ,a net j. 
flptl 1hr1111gh lhf' oh~l'n<'ln,·c> of 
d 1nnr l ,1\\ i ~ 11,,. 1·01 r. of 1 hf' 
.J1•w 's fil1th ju~t ;i, 1t rrflN· I~ 
tlw ,pir i t of 1hr. mr~si:in iC' 
mmrmr>nt, 11ml rm11ni1t!'<I 
f 1111n J 11da1,m. 

.. ,\f1hr>, nnd t hr Orii::in11l 
Tor:ih" is a hook t11 rlr>h~h1 thl" 

sd 1t1la r and inll'IC:lll' lhf> l1tY• 
rnnn . .--p1nt1111llr rt i~ 11 journ!'r 
intn ,p,11'•'. nol in the orh1ts 
,, hf're t hr hui ldl'r~ nf mo,ll'rn 

Rnh<'I "'" r<'arinc; 1 hrir nn. r 
eonf's, h11t into tlw rf';1 ln1~ 
\\h!'lf' :\.111,!'s f1r~t C'hilr l<'d lhf> 
c11111 .•<' f,ir 1hp <'lrrn11l1ty of 
m1rn·s spirit , 

l~r·1·ir•i•·"•' 1' 11,rf '/'n. /11 I, 
,,,.,,,,,,,,,, rrr , r/,111d M11dr 11t 
of 1lrl1mw ln,to, 1/, /rlf'IC1l111 r 
1, ,11/ ,i111,1c. 1~ t/Jp 1111//101' n/ 
//Ir 1ccr11tl.11 J' 1< h I , .~ /1 r rl 
••fi'ni/1, iv,,11 •. ~ 1/,n { ,/llld.'' r, 

/r d onrl pir/11,r ~,n,11 nf t lr r 
1·-,.-io11, <"hn~lio ,1 n,71-t /11r, I 

lmrc ~c/r/crf ,,, f,mrl. 

Mystery Shelf 
RO(;( in, /,'.L . 0.l[ . 8 11 (;nr. 

t/011 A , l1e. I Dn11h/r,Jn11 & Co. 
~? '1,i . / 11_ //JI. J 

.\ , a d - t II c· C' d En~li, hm ;in 
,, ho,«' "if,, had hr>!'n kidni1 pt><l 
1:, \ • 111·, h< fo1r>. 11ml 11('\ l' l" 

fl•\l l;d a,ld 111~ ,t r>1) to I h P 
h•m"~ mvon i,; 11ln11pi111: 11f I hP 
h aut11 1 h. 1d,. of R , , c:ilth~ 
l , i:I 1· ,1 111 ! 1 i.'1•1nt n'1NI 
P rt •• It, Dlt\\ l 1sh ,11 S«·otf11 11d 

Yarrl 1, . <'tll down to t he • cen P 
t hr Frend1-Spanish border • 

10 mun<! up a qani:- of u . pec ti; 
h<'ll df'rl b, El Grreo who 1llu. • 
tra1rs hi. nrn. 0111 n ot P~ . 

Fr<'tll'h a nd :;';f)ani. h rr>pre­
s!"nl at h c, or a g Rngs1 cr-hust­

ini:- J::IOUj) eallln;:: i tsPlf the 11\-
11'1 nalional C'rimr lla t !'r .. hc>lp 
llR\\ lish 0111\11t ho,.;tlle bonlf'r 
pol1n•, 1111<1 11u1hor Cordon 
,\sh<' tos~<'s a h;,fi1•q11t<'t' in to 
thP ca.I' fnr c:oc,d nwm,ure. 

- \'t rrl;i l-;\ ans 

New One About Ripley 
.Inst n111 ,~ /1 t ll'\\ hook h ) 

1:11h C.111;;1<li1w, "RIplC'\ . thP 
;\Jorlr>1 n '\far1·0 P,1ln." Puh li~herl 
b~ Douhlf'da~ & Co., it lrll1<; 
hm1 t111s chrn11irlr>1 of od<litie"-
1s ,-n wf'II k111m n tlrnt II lr t 1c>r 
\\l'ill<'ll 1111 th!' hack of ;\ po~l ­
HgC' ~111mp .1nt1 11rlrlrr ,p<I . im ­
p!~. •nipl<'~ . ·orth .\ mPri('a ," 
\\ !I~ quickl~ d!'li\Nerl. QuC'er, 
i~n· t i t , hn\\' lh<',e po. 1 oftic!' 
r>:-.pl'l h 1'/1 11 I il!ltrl' OIi I ~ef'm • 

111~1) 1mp11,-.ible ,HlrlrP)-~('.', 1ml 
~11!' 1lwm n1w in plain F.ngli,h 
,, ith pPrha p,; ju I onr oii;-it 
\\ l'IIII C.:: Ill thf' ,t r f'<'I m11nhr1 

and , cf' hm, qu ick I~ ~ nur let tel' 
1s ,-ho' lmt·k Io ~ ou. 

,1; ,IL FOR FUN M,;~-. ANO 

"''"-'l~ THERE ,t A~W<?vf:~

1
IGH • vu PAY MARKET FOR ENTERTAINING, 

INFORMATIVE, ORIGINAL MATERIAL 

• Shod Story Wr iting • M•quine Futu,a W,ifinq 
• P•pe rb•e~ No•el W riting 
• Public Rel•tions Writinq 

• hchnic•I Writing 
• Juvenile W riting 

1', tt•,11, · l,o t, '4 rlfo lf ( ,,11 utlt11r11,11 1111 \ ' n1•rlt 

S•• ll CIHUI , D• r , ,., hu1n1 Seu1ea, Pluu4 It Mttt , .. , 
ScJu4•1 •. l,uln1cteu Art h teushl , fll t1ftn1tHI Wrihrs. 

Ceuu,e•tluet Cnros "" Av1,t,11i11 

f ur lln u l -.h,n,1•fi1tN ( 1111 \I ,. l , c / .,,1,,,,,.,,,, O rtrr t,,,. 

THE SCHOOL OF WRITING 
5~1 Hipp. Anr.u LEARN TO WRITE 

EDISON MARSHALL 
.iuthor of Yanlrer Pasha 

recreates the great days o( 

lhe Viking explorer -king, 

.ind the ir princesses 

in his nrw best- selling 

novel about Lei f Er icsson. 

West With 
the Vikings 
$5 75 at all booJm?lleu 
DOUBLEDAY 

SU 1·2612 
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ATLANTA CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 

BRl:TT•MACMILLAN, GALT, ONTARIO 

LONDON 

CABLt: ADDRHS /J.}j / / • / 
P'ACHAMAC Nt:w YORK YuU-ttJne?'J 

TELl:P'HONE 
OREGON 9 -4000 

• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
THE TDtPIE 
!:est 105th Street & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Cllio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 15, 1961 

MANILA 

I owe you an apology for not having written to you as pro­
mised about the advertising on M~ AND THE CEIGINAL Too.AH. 
What I have asked for is some apace in the New York Times and 
also in the Journal of Bible and Religion to make sure that 
we reach teachers. I do not anticipate any difficulty here 
but I am not in a position to tell you the dates. 

Yours sincerely, 

CAslc Clement Alexandre 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I seldom send reviews to authors in 
advance of publication. But I thought you might be 
interested in the enclosed rtview of your latest 
book which is to appear in the forthcoming issue of 
•The American Zionist". It is in a sense an 
appreciation rrDre than a review, but I think it may 
be about as comOrehensiv a statement on --rour book 
85 is likely to appear i n the reviews. 

At any rate, the compliment paid you 
at the outset of this review is a truly deserved 
one. You have at least stimulated me in your 
writing w~ch has always been forceful, positive, 
partisan afld, above all, buttressed by conscientious 
scholarship. 

I heard that you had been unwell for 
a spell and trust that this state is past and that 
you are your usual vigorous self. Avis joins me 
invert best to you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

ltt~ 
Charles E. Shulman 
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111•1 Silv r• u lie utt r ce durin 

• 3. 5 

a d 

di t u1ehed career in world Jew r, ave ott r. attr cte tte tion 

c use ot the r eloque ce. Butt e h vet en t tro ble to red 

hi thoughtrul stud1e o ve di cov rd t e er penetr tio v 1ch 1 

ac larahi haa 1nvariabl11 t to h1a ddre sand to 1 o ular 

piece. Thea• tudi have, no doubt, cast a reat r 1 tluence u on t 

Jev ah and Chri tian mind than is oral tatement delivered over ny • ra . 

The present volume 1s on of auoce nor hia booka beginning with A 

Biatory ot Messianic eculations an e tr ord1n r, 

ca ae1ty to oo bine rof und al sis or the w th gracetulneaa 

of le. H re h deal wt t nc h f t e J Vi 

'8 a o, which 

o l fir t 

proolai d by Moae so e ti ae t oua b n • cont1 uet 

in iration and u1de in th thlc l co duct or Western C viliz tlon. It la 

a novel a roach to the lbl, but it h behind it the lo 1c nd the ral 

wei ht or the Jewish tr d1t1on well • a enu1nely con tructiv a1 in 

delineating the r roundly moving nature or the original ethic of the S.br 

Bible. It 1 a bol~ book beoau • it c allenges both Jew ah nd Chl'1 t1an 

Orthodoxy--t 

con idered •• 

Jewl h w ioh 1n 1st ~at • ry erd or th orah uat be 

croaanct nd t e C u-1 ti n w ich b sea 1 ta ori 1o1 or ti. 

legal1 tic n tur ot Juda1 mas rev l din th• Pentat uoh on reter no• 

vhtoh the author nd1o t 

oharaoter of th or1 inal Tor 

• far r o t • true, 1nd1 noua ad endurtng 

rool 1 ed by oa• . !hi original Torah 

contains all t ritual nd ethical 1 ent■ of the Jevi hr liglon 

vhioh have 1 n ired •n• tio 1 tt r ner tion or hu n b 1 to thia 



Ttl9 lat r lit.Ir ry ro.h ta or Ir el uch a Ao, Ro ea, I a1 h, 

and • ki 1 did not contribut anythin th t d1f 
or 

fou d 1n t h Or1 in l tor h. 

rov• u on • et ical te c 1ngs o .os 

d on the or inal the • 
r are none et 1c l 

7 ool • belli 

de nd wh1o t e r ht 
d u n t e eo l ," Dr. ilv r y , A 

no other to be found nth 1r ro hecie ." 

on t e ur• p1ri tual t ac sot tht • 
C 1st nitJ not d ed to this b 

b n1c Judas 

origin l orah. 

ou de 

1 11 rl, 

le l Jew sh cont nt. It w a 

ov ent during t 

a part ot n 1ntens1ve Jewi h roselyt zin 

eriod when Judaism a seriously ch 11 ng d by the h1losoph1• 

ellen1atlo 

nd cult 

tor de cr1 14 1t succi otly: 

ot th Greek :1(_1w 11111s,11; f/t1fl' f r11 1
"' ' 

11
Chr1 v a ha • or th1a ov ot. Th• nic t f 

v ch wa at it or• d Jt r lin u1a • tr t1onal 1 enta 
orld. 

tor full ro al nv raion enabled it t r p w • 

t or1 To or 
J• • 1 c ov•-

ent, 11 nt 
It t th r1at1n• 

Tora o •••• to o nta war now co ned 

wit it, el• ants l • a • to ae • • h
1 

v1car1ou ton e d ction--• n ny 

oft• legal •reno 
• d buil round :t.11 

hi• Torah wocl d tr ng to t thi l nd apiritual 

teaching o J s n the nt--w ich do 

not constitute • theolo3i o ity--ar• id nt1c 1n 

c ntent nd • 1 or{ginal or h , exoe ta tot ir 

doctrin or nd ot r-vorldline • " (I' . ,..,,/ 

or in 1 !or• or .o •• w 
tbic 1. It wa 1nco or ted 

th Pentat uch. on 1 th Book of 

in thre codes to b• r und 

Co• nant ( xodu o 
t rs 20 to 23) cont in1n the Dec logue 

t 

humane le isl tio d l ng 
t one' n ighbor. A second code 1a the 

Bolin•• coder 

oode int fifth k th 

n1nete8nth chapt r or the ot or Lev1t1cu 

uterono io 

entateuoh cont 1n1n anoth rd oalogu• nd 

leg1alat1on tor tn oo co u it. 
he par l l • oh other in t elr 1gh 

hi eat lite and th aor rt ct 

ethic l valu • It••• on 

or g nal 

1r or 

0 

n' 

oa rocl 1 d. 

aoolal oar that 

deolarationa were 
t n w, but wer known n rli r ti • 

ny of 1ta 
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1 1n th tact that the wer uttered d vi nd te --"You ball b 

hol7 a I t e Lor our God holy. The eep 1n luenc oft is t • ot 

Tor h 1 noted n the followin baerv tio b t uthort 

1th o r 1 ion ent rd no -re r nt tion 1 worl, t 
inner world o u ht, will, ueat tivated conduct. It o the 
t w r d1cal 1 n t h story of 
up roads ton w rlzons." ( • JO) 

-- n • nl t nt that o 

Dr. 11ver k 1t bund tly cl r in s b ok th t the 

law of th et t ueh ueh those d al n, wt an1 al a err c re 

co lately fore n to the ori inal et le l Tor roclai e by Mose. 

They wer su ri o ed u on the or in l ethic and in ti• t cl im d 

the e divine anct1on. It 1 th typical rtho ox J w1 h oint of view 

to g1Ye all P ntateuc al 1 1 lat1on qual t tu. It 1a 1 11n with the 

1 t P 1 ct achtn w ic va coos1d d n tive Ju a1 m nd 1 till 

con 1dered so by edh rents or the rtho not only 

all the 1 oft r tatio by th orAa1ned 

rabis 1 day to co 

To ah but 11th 1 

w r to • eon haTin b n gi n to ose 

et in 1. v n 1th1n th tre ot ret r• c or the dee logue the author 

word of. th •tmJ commend nt probably points out ( p. 81- 2) th t t 

do not con titute the t etu l words ot Mosea•a ori inal Torah. The 

aeco d halt ot t 1 ndm nt at te that Ood v1e1ta t in1qu1 ty or the 

t th rs u th-◄• t !rd d rou th ner tion oft e w o 

hate Hi and sho 

love Hi 

with the 

Iera l 11 

d 

at dfast love to the thou ndth en r t1on to those vho 

Hi oo.ro nd enta. Thi, h ma1nta1~, le not 1 k pi 

h et ►ical sta dard■ or tb ori 1 al orah. T ro t ot 

J re 1• z 1 1 ointedly att eked auob w by d olarin 
... 

tat only th cul that in shall die. ~1 11 rly, ~• uotea Jr 1 

ln ■u ort ot h1a the is hat an1 1 ■ critics re totally tor 1 n 

to the t e ot huma 1 g lation ad o • in lier d 1•• 

"Add our burnt otterin 

day that I brou ht a 

ou aacr tio s, and eat the tl••. or in th 

out or the land or t, I did ot apeak to 
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r r th re or co 

( ere 1 h 7:2-22 

t e oo .. cern_n urnt o fer1n e and cr1t1oe ." 

0 • 11) 

In the ev lo ent of hist eme Di-. 11 era re ents tot • der 

• n or r hend n or full the r core ot the any int restin 

Jewi h ethic an 

to that cor. 

xtr neous ter1 l h1ch s bound to ttae it elt 

h and ot •11j hand 11 , tor ex 19.whlch ar 

r lat d tot tic u 11t1 a of th Gr k od pollo who r ntle 

or pro hecy, w o ode n fir ch riot and who wa as oc1 tad wit r vena. 

11j hat th b!'Ook r1th ted y raven. He wor ntl ot rophecy 

hich he let 11 u on 11 ha h1 ccessor n e acended to ha n in 

a r1 ry ch riot. Si ilar soc tion with t rei n pro hetic vement 
... 

ar noted in th ca e or • T author note th t t abb th fir t ... 
•PP• rs in J 1 h hi to a a d of r s orda ned at the t 

ot the xodu fro t. t to t e tl or Kos••• 

But OS point to it a •s deliverance ro 

continuou al ve labor and a r.k o t 1r nev life of freedo. The 

were everal t sot Pa sover celebrat1ons--one dealin with the pa chal 
in pt, 

lab, d a11n 1th t unleavened bread 1n Canaan and a th rd d al1ng 

1th t ymbol o t. xodu to 11 rty. 0 • V cone rn d with freedom 

r ther than with t • other p eta or th1 t• tiv 1. T arly te chin a 

ot oae e bodied n t Holinea Cod n t Cov nant Code have no lava 

concern n ~in • The even re 1st d t 

Israel•• is atte ted by the ttitude of 

est 11 d or onarchy in ancient 

muel ho, Dr. Silver b 11••••• 

m y have been th uthor or the Covenant Co •. 

or! inal Tor h or o ea underv nt ny v1c1aaitudea ln thl courae 

ot ti • 'l'b.eae ar traced t 1bl• and throu h poat bi 11cal 

ti •• Th1• Torah 

ot lucid ol ri • or 

le rite■ a 

oh 1■ a teaoh ng of "monumental a1 11ol , 

at epth , but of no 7 t rle , int rpreted thr Ygh 

throu h ny oulte imported tro o •r eopl•, 
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t OU h J 1 h my tio d le al1 t d o 111 t, a d ree d th:rou t • . 
in t1tut1on 1n J 1 h lite of th cr1 nd th a o u , in 

t ge ot 1 00 8 shinin n ir tion to the Jewi h d 

to th world. It a re rk ble t t t thor ha an ed to com res 

age. It 1 ot only ori 1nal di 

on a ti le a ubj at th t 1 of£ red by hi, but lso 1 tructiv r ding 

b w 1 ch e c n re 1 c ov r the t r al qua 1 tie o our r at ri t • 



BOOKS 
ABO T REI HOLD IEBUHR 

Courage to Change. By J une Bingh am. 

Scribne r. 4 14 page s. 7.50. 

B ok writt n ab ut Reinh Id i buhr 

win oon outnumber tho e he him elf ha · 

written. A iebuhr round out hi three-

cor -and-ten year thi Jun . h .. i f rcmo t 

am ng the m jor pr phet f 

Prot tanti ·m. The iebuhr canon 
yet b en clo ·eel l t ' hope, but the ge i 

i already in full wing. 
Mr ·. Bingham ca1l • her b ok '·an intro­

duction to the Ii fe and thought f R inh Id 

iebuhr. Empha i , i on idea rath r than 

biographi al d tail . in e icbuhr would 

hrug off anyon who want <l t dramatize 

him and hi career he didn't h Ip Mr . 

Bingham mu h in dr dging up mcmori . 

he ha uc ecded p cially well , though 

in h r 17-pag chapter on i buhr' mid­

we tern boyhood (in luding th de at he 

nd hi Eden minary cla • ·mate won 

again t Concordia -o year ago). 

Thi a big- ale de ription of the 

progre ion in iebuhr thinking with gen~ 

rou ampJing from hi le lure 

and conver auon. Central arc fol-

low d throu 0 h, rath r than chronoJ gi al 

equence . i buhr impact on general 

Am rican thinking, rather tha n thought 

ithin th chur he i emph iz d. Mr . 

Bingham ite frequ ntly from writ r who 

ha cJa h d or olJaborated ith i buhr 

o that idea are not et forth in a a uum 

but in their a tua1 etting of give and take. 

The book title , of cour e, i from ie-

buhr . famou pra r corn po ·cd in J 934 '0 
God, gi e u er nity to a c pt hat cannot 

b chang d, c urag to chang ~ hat hould 

b hang d, and i ·dom to di tingui h the 

on from the oth r." G. E. R. 

BIFUR ATED HERITAGE 
Hebrew Thought Compared with Gree~. By 

Thorle i Boma n. W es mi s e r. 224 pa cs. 4.50. 

A mo t diffi ult probl m for Chri tian • 

eeking to live on good term with we tern 

32 

cultur i that we ha c inh rit d our habit 

of thinking from th re k and ur fait 

fr m th Hebrew . Thi i n t n ·c-, aril 

a bad ituati n. A-, Pr fc~ or B man ~a s, 

'the Greek d ~c ribc reality a · heing. th 

Hehr \\, a mm·ement. R i lity i. h \I 

b th at th am tim ; thi i I gically 
p \tbl , and y t it i c rrc t. 

fuch h larly anal \i iii n ded t h Ip 

hri ·tian .· under tand th ir predi am nt. Dr. 

B man, of the niv r ity of Q:,lo, con­

tribute by cintillatin° w rd tudic.· , lit rary 

mp ri on and phi! ophi al . pe ulation . 

The Greek \i re -minded he a-, crts. 

They thought in i ual imag •. H brew 

thought through their ear.. In the hegin­

nin wa the word. Th re ult was that 

"Grc k thinking 1 • cl ar Jogi al kn wing; 

I ra lit .. thinking deep p ycho)ogi 1 un­
derstanding." 

Th Gr ek mo. t a ut ly experience the 

\ rid and xi. ten while he tand and re­
fl t , ut th I ·ra lite reachc hi · z nith in 

e, • l • • movem nt. Re t, harmony, com­

posur , and elf-contr 1- thi • is th Greek 

ay~ movement ]if , de p emotion, and 

p er-thi i th H br w w y. 
Dr. Boman gi s mmt of hi. attention to 

thre ar a of contra:t: dynami ver, u 

tatic thinking impr . ·ion or app aran e 

tim r pc c . It wa. Hebre\i thought which 

a dynamic, impre.· ·ion-centered, and time­

mind d. In an pi. temo1 gical inquiry of 

u h m m nt , Dr. B man i urpri ·ingly 

Ju id, and ha e JI nt a from his 

killed tran Jator, Jule L. 
G.E. R. 

PROPHET VER US PRIEST 
Moses and the Original Tor~h. By Abba Hillil 

Silver. Ma cmill an. 188 ages. $3 .95. 

Thi i a fa cinating book a one might 

pe t from the auth r who e earli r vol­

ume r \ ell -kn wn t 'tud nt of the 

Juda o- hri tian r ligion. Th burden of 

thi bo k i to f rrct ut the origin l T rah 

of Mo which wa o taun hly defended 

The Lutheran 



--
y the proph t~ and th retion thereto 

vigor u ly pr d by th m. 

In f ur hapt r Rabbi 

am ng r thing th d 

nt f piritu, l thin in th m t im-

ortant r Ii • f th \ orld , \\ith hi f 

• p n th la ting piritual m tur 

h \ hi h • ly th on 

m n. Th T r h in th time 

h t " f t\ a -

t - that of thi I. 

The author think of 

Amo indi at quite !earl 

i ted anoth r traditi n v ith • 

wa familiar. That de h d rlaid 

by ritual pr ription ailing pri t-

hood, a rifi d • . II that \ a 

a r tr • • th th purpo e 

of laim1 o ai auth • f r pri th od 

and a rifi . Thi o er f the 1 aic 

Torah \ a form d in t I mon 

(for th mo t p rt) mpl wa 

pagan in ar • and pag" n. al . in it 

elabor t ritual. a rifi . and pri tho d. 

It \ a • far ry from what 1o and hi 

Torah h d n i aged. 

What wa in 

i di u ed in 

chapt r on Tlze 
collt! tion f th 

apod 
code whi h "m 

of th rigin I 

I d in • th original T rah, 

hapter 9 to 1 3- th la t 

Word.., on lud \ ' ith a 
d harim imb dd d in th 
t • d 

nt nt 

Rabbi ilv r' f llow : 

"Th r i ' littl rma in th 

word oth r than th t\! ti n d -

trin of th f ith- th unit of G d nd 

th prohibiti n f imag . There i n d -

trin h r inh r nt human d • nd 

of the n nt. re or 

al ati n. nd d • of th 

world ar v It on "nd n \ a of e -

cap i o fr m th tramm I of e -

i t nee. T ar n magi ·al f rmul 

her by m an of , hi ·h t n train th 

d ity n r an te ·hniqu of divinati n y 

whi h to a rtain hi will. othing i aid 

January 10, 1962 

ab ut pr -
gr ti n, 
m rtalit . 

e, r in am" ti n, tr, n mi-

• da , r u • n r im-

iah i p • rid 

rem!\ al. n future ag . and n kin l<l m 

n t of thi w rid. Hen; ar ·I arl i ndi ·atcd 

thi al guider t . p intin t , , rd 

a un<l and r<l ' rly wa 

indi"i<lual and ·idy. H\;r\; , n.: t·mdar I 

for h, i r ~ hi ·h <l n t tr·tn end th\; 

limit f man· · p \\er . I in<lful f th 

frailti f man and f th pitile impedi-

f hi Jif e n arth, demand arc 

made up( n him and • mmand 

gi 1,;n him \ hi ·h ·, II f r unr mitting 

ff ort and a pirati n t \ ard the 

g and the g <l 1 hi i th 

riginal T rah \\ hi ·h t 

children f I r I. . . . I. 
Getty burg, Pa. 

A D O FORTH 
Ten Torchbearers. B1 Dorothy H eid e rstadt. 

Tho mas Nelson . 192 p ges. 2.95. 

t l . p rhap int nded 

r . th~ auth r c.l rib s th ca-

ne r.., in m ri an rcligi u 

t Hu aplain f th 

t ury, th 

f undHi n- f ~I • m in thl: n w 

\J rJd. In ·Ju R g iam Zinzen-

dorf. nd H hi ·n . 

This is God's World. By Reuben K. Young-

d hi. ,A,u us na Pre-s . 365 pa c>s. 3. 

m thing quit ut f th 

k f daily d1,; r r i thi~ 

lat t f th man f Dr. Y unguahl 

f ~ft. Oli t. fi Impr • and 

lea m mu h tra cl in 

fri ·a ar' u d freely 

-a-da m <litati n . On 

h u k r gularl thr ugh a car 

\\ ill ha n t nl h ·ightcn c.l pi ritual in-

. ight but a Jarg r n of w rid ·itizen­

hip. 

Success in Money Matters. By H rol F. Lina-

men . W ar er Pres. 128 a es. I. SO. 

G d ad i • f r the family n h w to 

plan c p nditure r nt or buy hom , and 

pro id for old ge. 

33 
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J).J ., Rabhi 

ELI.J<T D. RJ I.' I' <I. 1L .11.L, .\ it.mt Rahbi 

... .. - ( ollin~, ·ood Roul 'Yard 
T >LED 10, Olli( 

RELIGIOUS SERVICE 

FRIDAY EVENING, JANUAR 12th 

:15 P.M 

RABBI FEUER 
Will Speak On 

THE REA MOSES 
AND WHAT HE TAUGHT S 

Based on Abba Hillel Silver's new and challenging 
book, ''Moses and The Original Torah" 

( andlelightin •·: 

Dr. and r.~. RalJ>h L. Zucker 
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BAR ITZYAH 

Th flit r. ·rnd I ml r • f th 'I mpl J 111 jn .·1 " .. :in • 
h ir I .. ·t vd h : t Dr. • nd i\lr:. Hal1 h L. Zt ·1· r an l tli ir t'< n 

De Tid, wh \ ·ill l th Pal' . Iitz rah ~ h ~ l'\ i. thi: Fri lar 
E.v ning. 

Fol1 winr.-· th) r mony h family will h h ·t • t , h 01 -

gr gation a ·t r c l ion in r oback r Hall. 

B ._' TOR. H 

T n ark th • n 1 l i n f h r II l r \ • .. ·ho l ·tud i , Ell n I◄..il n 

Jaff daught r f Ir. and Mr '. B rnard Jaffe 1 1 ]vjn ► tr L \Vill 

r ad h T r·1h t: nd Pr 1 h ti· Porti n: f th \ • J· at th rvie n ·t 
Frida~ .. r .. v ning·, Jc1rnary 19 h. 

COUPLES ( Ll H 

Th nl n of ti ·u 10n OTOlll ·pon .. l' l l y th up! . 

lul will mm n Frid~ .. E, nm , Jan 1ar.,. 19 , h. Rahl i P .:· n t k 

on thL and th h Uno- ab1 ath venmg . 

Th t l i • t li • ·u • <l vrill h nt mp r-tr. • J wi h Dil mma . 

SISTERHOOD CO 

On f h u t nding n 
pla O DAY FEBR 

invit. d h 

I1Y 1E 

d cal ndar will tak 
.. i t rh od omm uni y T a to 

of h 1 adincr ·hur h and ·i i • 

w m n', raanizati n in our mmum y. 

Th i t rh d i h nor d nt n hi o ·ca 10n h IIO . 

CARL T. ROW D I ut e -r ar f tat. f r Publi ffair . l\fr. 

Rowan who wa a Pulitz r I riz -winning r l ort r, d Ii, , d a no abl 

addr to our i t rhood la t ar. H i, the fir negro to r 
high an appointm nt in our Gov rnm nt. 

o on hould mi thi addr . In addi i n to th ffi ial in i ee , 
i terhood member will b privil ,ged to bring non-Jewi h fri nd to thi. 

meeting. 



' 
ANNOUNCING -

THE COUPLES CLUB WINTER EVENT 
SATURDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 7th 

RESERVE THE DATE 

WATCH FOR FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

'IE 1PLE YOl 'l H CO ... GRE(;. 1104 

Th 1 rnpl Y u h m r ·tti n i: n > r n ~ hng plan: r )l' th:) n-
nual Int rf' ith Dinn rt l) h I l on ~ nn la ~ l1 v ni no· I◄ hnu- n· 1 l . . ,.,., ' 

Thi.: <>T u 1 i: '- n l in f rm 1 h i ng J h n. • for a nw h v to b 
h l l M·trth 16th hrouO'h 

ER\'I (; 'l HL 1 FRID\ Y l◄,V fi.. I (i 

. Ph. 
Jul 

Dr. Hi ·har<l VI in \Vi11iam O:t r-
1 r : 11 ing I1 ard >f '1 ru: : - Ed-

hur 1:d hn· n. 

Th flow r. on th . llar f >r th . l'Y1c . this F id· ~ l~ • nin~ ai- th , ~if : of 

Dr. and Ir . Ralph Zu ·k 1· in honm· of th • Bar Mi zvah of h ir .· 011 I a id 

Mi:: Bl hm, ,. I rd in nwmo1· o F'ath :) r, Ir. Jul iu. 

Contribution~ to th• .. 'L 'TERHOOD '" "E "' FL D: 

In appP i t1< n f niongram: r :) • •iv d-

Mr. rthur El •I ·t('in in honor cf hi.· Wth I,ir hda • 
Ir. an l . \,\~illiarn Gro. ;-;man in hon r f h ir 40th nnin•r:ary 

r. and . Harnl I Grand in hon< r f th ir 20th • nnh· it·.·at·y 

ll'. • n l . rfan·in h n in h< n r of h ir lO h nniv •r.·ary 

'ontribution • to th . 'L '1 ElUIOOD B ILDL G .\ D EQl IPMF. . ' T I· L 'D: 

Mr. and I ~ ni<.'l· in honor ~r of Jo [ • Gia:.· 1 

Dr. and Zimm nnan i 1 1 f Mr. t•:ug •n Goodman 
Yor r f l\lr:. L ui a 

Dr. and Zimm rnrnn in r f r. Jo. ph Winograd 

Mr:. Arthur • m m m r of Mr. ph \\'in grad 

Jn IRemoriam 
it d thi • Fri 1· , nin f r , MR. Kaddi h wiH b 

BERT FO , MR. LI G LEERD, MR. B and R. 
HARLE M RK wh anni r ari o ur thi w k. 



THE TEMPLE BULLE IN 
2a:1:- ( 'ollin • \ oo<I 

I h n : JI • ,.., • :J- 21 

r:1ry 
·!1 ( · 

on Pr ht Or • nil: u n 

• ... P( "I \(, 1: 

PAID 
Toi •do. Ohio 

p rmit o. r~, 

Cle 1 ~ 1 _1 , , 

ntribution, to th Fl..01 E . • 'E l\111. I Y :\IE:\IOPI.\L Fl . I>: 

Mr. and Ir~. ll'g-<• ' it honor • f Lh' B~11· • litz,·,:h ,,f I ;n·id Zuek<·r 
fr. an l :\Ir.. n ·in in m 'B10l'~ of Mr. ,Jo:<•ph \\ ino rrad, I◄ ot •. t 11 ill., 

. •. Y. I◄ at • of idmr<l H •lhurn 

ontr'bution. t, th J.\ 'OB. 'O.' Lil I .\PY ~I.E. .MOPL\L FL · I>: 

Mr. at.d .lr~. ,Jam•. I udolph in nwmory if ... Ir. Eug•n· ;Hdman 

Mr. and Ir: . .'amu •l I ud >lph in m •mory f Mr. EtW<'IH' ;oodman 
r. and ~Ir . . .'am I◄ >rman in 111 ·mory of . Ir. \Vill iam 'u I 'l' 

HO, 'ALL ·n . 'JL\ EH1\I.\. CJIILDJ-E \' ( OLLECTIO.' 

Mr. Loui ~ J appaport in m •mory of . Ir:. linn il :la u: Lt,11µ; 1:1:u ti, . •. Y., 
:i. t •r of Mt· . .'a ul (;olclb •r r 

~ n ribution • t, th• TE1IPLE ID Fl' "D: 

Mr. an l .1r: .. tanfonl 'c:h :nntz in m •mor: .'arah : •inh r r 

Mr.. · · • idan in m •morv of Mr. I•: ;oodma11 an 1 Ir. L, ui. 
~it o. fatlw1~ >f M . I i<' J ul in 

Mr. 1 K in m •mory >f Ir. I•~ug n • ;, < <lman 
r. H •nr.· I ul n in honor >f h . 1· •c·c ,. ry of' .1. Ir:. Ian·in Ja ·ch. 
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C'HILDRE,N OF THE 
GILDED GHETTO 

By Judith R. Kramer and 
Seymour Leventman 

H r i th m t omp ive 
analy i f J • h • and it 
pr bl m inc ui h Th 
Gh tto (192 It r v al th 
drama ,£ th • -
ti n : th i 
holding fa t a 1-

ti n • th fath r r b Hin 
th Old r1 n 
t mak hi n 
lh w l p , f wand ring 
J r d f 

majorit and who 
r t pring fr m a J 
minorit . 

Thi was an e. iting book to r ad 
b ause of th qu tion it mak 
u a k our el . . . Th book 
ha a w a/th of in/ormati n ab ut 

h re J i h Ii/ i not and 
tho e t ho ar int r t d in tit 
dir ction it will tak in the f utur 
ha · mu h to .i r ti with in th 
gilded h Uo. 

- Ralph D I ff 
Th J wi h w 

$5.00 

Publi ber of 
The Yale Judaica erie am ale ni er it Pr 

' ll&New Haven and London 

EW YORK Ja>i.-March 

Rabbi A.H. Silver's 
Penetrating Study 
of the Pentateuch 

Mo e and the Original Torah 
i th title f a n book by 
Dr. bba H"Hcl Sd r the di -
tingui h d rabbi auth r and one 
f th out tanding I ader of 

rid I wry. 
t i a chol rly and pen trating 

tudy of th huma h-Th Pen-
t t uch. he author po e ques­
tion and pr ke an wer pre-

nting a fr h approach to the 
immortal B of Book . 

In th pa t c ntury, with it 
g_r1eat for ard trid in an~iquar­
ian h far hip, the qu t10ns­
o.nce unan wer d and unan wer­
abl - av , b n object to a new 

r ny nd inf rmed pecula­
tion. 

Dr. il r h i i w ll de-
fin d in the hapter heading 

hich follo : volutmn in Thing 
f the pirit.; Th orah That 

n Had R jected; Moses Who 
ave h m hi Torah; The 

Prophet ho hampioned It-
- he Bne I ra l Whom Moses Led; 

h onflicting radition of I -
rael and Judah; Where Is the 
Original Torah of Mo es?; The 
Tore ode • The General Con­
t nt f the Code ; The Covenant 
Code; The Holine s Code; 
The Deuteronomic Code; The 

Word ; Ho Did the Original 
Torah are? ($3.95; ee an­
nouncement n pag 3). 
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l\IOSE A D THE 
ORIGI AL TORAH 

By bba Hill 1 ilv r. The MacMillan 
o., ~ew York, 1961, 1 1 pp., 3.95. 

R vi w d by 
HARLE. E. H LM 

Rabbi, Rherdal Temple, i·ew York 

D
R. Abba Hillel Silver's public ut­
teranc s during a long and dis­
tinguished care r in world Jewish 

life have often attracted attention be­
cause of their eloquence. But those who 
have taken the trouble to read his 
thoughtful tudies have di covered the 
deeper penetration which his cholarship 
ha invariably lent to hi · addre se and 
to hi popular magazine piec . Th se 

tudie · havP., no doubt, ca t a greater 
influence upc:n he Jewi h and hristian 
mind than l.i oral ·tatcment · delivered 
ov r many year . 

The pr . ent volume i. one of a ucces­
·ion of hi· book hen-inning with " His-t tory of l\1e sianic pc ·ula tions in I :rael" 

which how an extraordinary capatity to 
c mh:ne profound analy::;i of a Jcw·.-h 
th me with graccfulne of . tyl . Here 
he deal · with the anc:ient Torah f the 
J ewish peopl fir t proclaimed by Mos s 

ome tln- c tl:ousand years ago, which has 
b en the con in cd in~piralion and guide 
in the thical con<luet of We tern 'ivili­

,-'L~tion. It i· a nov"l approach to th Dible, 
' but it ha behind it the logic and the 
moral wcig-l: t o ( the Jc, ·i. h tra<li lion a 

·ell ns a g nuincly c n"ltl udive aim in 
d Jin :iting th pr foundly moving nature 

f the original thi s of the H br w Bible. 
It is a bold book beeaus it challenges 

h •th Jewish and hri:tian Orlhodo.·y­
th Jew: ·h ,Yhid1 in ·i. t that very \\Ol'd 
of the Tora'.1 mu. t b eon:-id r d as :aero-
~· n t . n ! t ., it 
c,iti,-i 111 ,,f tht• It .. , i tic- uat111•1· ol .Ju-

;: is1n a. 1 , , al ,t in ,e 'e11 .. c 1·h on 
1 d r n s which the author indicates are 
from th tru , indigenous and enduring 
ch:iracl r of the original Torah proclaimed 
by Mo s. This original Torah contains 
all the . piritual and ethical elements of 
the Jewi -:1 1· lig-ion which have inspired 
generation after g n ration of human be­
ing. to thi~ v ry day. 

The later literary prophets of I ra l 
such a Amo , Uo a, Isaiah, J remiah 
and Ezekiel did not contribute anything 
that differ from or improv upon the 
ethical tea<:hing ~ f Moses found in the 
Original Torah. They only embellish d on 
the ol'iginal th •me. "There are no new 
thical demand which the prophet made 

upon the pcopl ," Dr. Silver say , "And 
uo other to b found in their proph ci s.' 
Rabbinic Judai m i f0unded on the pure 
spiritual t aching of thi original Torah. 
Similarly, Chri tianity ha not add d to 
thi ha ic ethical J ewi ·h content. It was 
a part of an int n:,:ive J wi h pro ely­
tizing movement during the II 11 nistic 
p riod :-.·hen Jud, i;;m wa eriously chal-
1 n ed by the philo:ophies and cult of 
the Gre k world. The author de i:ribes it 
sue inctly: 

" hri ·tianity was a pha:-e oC thi 
inten ely pro,;elytizing movcmt•nt. The 
me :ianic m tif which wa~ at its cor 
and .its 1·elinqui l1ment of the tradition­
al requirem •nt: for full formal con­
vcr ion nabled it to mak mor rapid 
h adway. Thu the oi-ig-inal Tor: h of 
. Io ·e. throui.::h the ehann •1 of a ,J ,,, i,h 
. fo:sianic mo,· •m •nt, movt>d militan Iv 
out into the w stt•rn world. It was no·t 
th pri ·tin Tornh f .Mo:t•s, to b :-ure. 
)fany apora~yptic clement· ,·ere now 
c mbin d with it, elements which wuul<l 
hav be n u t rly trang- to ;\lo:cs-
1\I : ·iah, vicari us atonement, the (;od 
incarnate, the r . lllT ction - ven a· 
many of the leg-al 'fence. ' which th, 

rib . and hari ::; had built arounJ 
hi' Torah would hav, app arecl . lrange 
to him. But the ethical and piritual 
teachings of Jesus as expressed in the 

THE AMERICAN ZIONI S T 

Sermon on the )fount- whkh do n t 
constitute, of cour. , the tl1 ~o[ogy of 
.hristianity- are id nti al in content 

and !-pirit with th original Torah of 
Mos , xc pt a. to th •ir doctrines of 
non-re. islance and other-worldines ." 
(p. 171) 

T HE original Torah of Moses wa thi­
cal. It wa incorporated in three codes 
to be found in the Petat uch. ne is the 
Book of the ov nant (Exodu chapters 
20 to 2:') containing the De"al gue and 
the human..:! l gislation dealinµ: with one's 
n ighbor . A econd code is the Holine s 
code r mem~er d in the nineteenth chap­
ter of the Book of Leviti<:us and a few 
succeedin~ chapters. And th thi1d code 
is the D~uteronomic code in the fifth 
book of the Pentat uch containing another 
de"aloguc &nd le~i lation for the good 
community. They parall I ach other in 
their high ethical values. It was on behalf 
of man's hi•.rhe!"t life anJ the more per­
fect social rd 'r that the riµ:inal Torah 
of :\foses w a. proclaimed. ::\1any of its 
declarations were not ne,,· but were 
known in e~1 Ji r time . Their uniqueness 
lay in t!1c fact that they were uttered as 
divin nrnndul --"You shall be holy as 
I the Lord y ur God am holy." The deep 
influence ;>f this type oC Torah is noted 
in th following observation by the author: 

"With ::\fo e r lig·ion ntercd the 
non-r pre entational world, the inn r 
world of thought, will, quest and mo­
tivated conduct. It wa • one of the few 
radical .,hift in th hi tory of man­
a n w enlightenm nt that opened up 
roads to new horiz n::;." (p. 30) 

Dr. ilv"1' mak s it abunclantly clear in 
]ii::; book that many of the 1, w of the 
Pentateuch stH'h as those dealing- with 
animal _ acrifices ar ompletcly fo1 ign 
to lhe original thi<:al Torah pr claimed 
l ,y l\fo .. L .. They • r • upeiim11 
the ol'igin.11 l' iii, s .1n.l in tim U, .• cl. im-

<l I a,11 • uh in 1 the 
typil'al Ort hv<lo.· J wi. h p int of vi w to 
give all Pent at uchal legi::;la tion equal 
tatus. ll is in line with the later Pha1·i-

and the exb·aneous material which was 
bound to :ittach it elf to that core. The 
leg-ends of Elijah and Eli ha, for example, 
which are r lated to th proph tic quali­
ti s of th:! G1 ek god Apollo who wore a 
mantle of p1 oph cy, who r de in a fiery 
chariot and who was a ociated with 
raven . Elij~h at the bro k Kerith was 
fed by raven.. H wore a mantle < I' 
p1ophecy which he 1 t fall up n Elisha 
his ucce · or wh n he a ·<:ended to heav n 
in a fi ery chariot. 

Similar association with for ign pr ph­
etic movem nts are n ted in the ca e 
of Elisha. Th author note that th ab­
bath fir~t appear in J wish history as 
a day of re. t whi<:h wa ordained at the 
time of the E . odu. from Egypt. It wa • 
not ohs r <>d prior to th tim f )lose: . 
Dut Io. e pointed to it a a ymbol of 
the people's deliveranc f1 m continuous 
. lave labor and a· a mark of their new 
lif of freedom. Th 0 re w r everal types 
of Passov:?t' celebration - on dealing 
with t:1e pa~chal lamb, in Egypt, one 
dealing with the unleavened hr ad in Ca­
naan and a third dealing with the .;ymb,Jl 
of the exodu. to liberty. 

Mo.· s was tonc •1 ned with freed 111 

rath r than with the oth r aspect· of 
this f . tival. The early teaehings of ).fo ~c 

mbodied in the Holine,;. ode and the 
v nant 'ode ha v no laws cone rning 

J(ing;,. They even re i ·t •d th establi h­
llll'llt of 111011archy in ancient bra 1 a i • 
atte,-ted uy the att1tu11 of Samue who, 

r. , ilver b •Ji v "· ma~ have been the 
anti, r of the ovcnant C <l . 

The orii:?:in· l T rah f \Io:-;c. underwent 
he cour e of time. 

Thes at ace {hr ,u~ 1 the Bible and 
throug-h th~ po ·t biblical timts. This Torah 
whit-h is termed a t•nchin~ 0( "1,10nu­
m nbl ~implidty, of Jud I cl 1rity, o( 
•rca d th~·, h 1t f 10 my.·tc.-ri • ;• intt> ·-
' 'l'IC'd tin 11•1 .n,·•n T1•H1l 1 

11t>•: t 

ihruug-h 1.·11. impo1 tcd from other 
people through Jewish mysti and le al­
i.-;t and homilist and pre · rvcd through 
the in titutions in J wi h lif of the 

saic t aching which was con id red nor- ·b 1 sen e anc the synagogu , emerges in th, 
ma live ,Tudai ·m and is still con id ~ed so p~ges of this book a. a shining in pii-a-
b! adher ,:t.,; of the rthodox point of tion lo the J wish Jl opl and to th 
vi •w that not only all the 1:::ws of the,-.\\ orld. It i,.. remarkabl, that the author 
Torah but Hll the legal intcr~n·etations by has managed to eompie ·: ~o much in so 
the onlainc(i rabbis in d_ay • to com_e ,,. re comparntiv Jy f(:w pages. It i. not only 
~~ be consider d as havin" been given to original reading on a timele s subj ct 
• osc at inai. that is oife:ed by him, but al ·o in true-

Even witl,in the frame of reference o! tive r ading by which w can r di co r 
the decalogue the author point· out (pp. \ the eternal qualities of our g1 eat heiitag 
' 1-82) that the , ords of the s cond ~ 
commandm nt probably do not constitute 
the actual words of Mo ·e 's original 
Torah. The econd half of this command­
ment tate/3 that God vi ·its the iniquity 
of the fathe1 s upon the children to the 
third and I~m th g neration of tho ·e who 
hate Him and sho,\ steadfa t love to the 
th usandth g n 1·ati n to those who love 
Ilim an,) ketp Hi c mmandments. Thi , 
he maintain&, is not in k, ping with th 
high thical tanuard of the original 
Torah. The proph t of I rael like Jere­
miah and E7 ·kiel point clly attack d u h 
a vi w by declaring that only the soul 
that sin: shall die. 

imilady, I, quot . J •r mi 1h in . up­
p•nt of hi:; the ·is that anima _acrificcs 
are totally forci"n to the typ of humane 
lt•gi. lation advan •d by ~lu.c: in rnrli r 
day : "Add your burnt offl-1 in"': to your 
·aerifiee . ~.i1d at th fl ,h. I· r in th, 
day that I l-1 ought th •111 uut uf the land 
of Egypt 1 diu not p ·al· o your fath •r 
01 comm an l tht•J\l t·unt·e1 ni11,., burnt offor­
in •: anrl ,,t't ifie :-:." (J ·remiah 7:~-2~ 
quoted ~n p. 11) 

I. TIIE <l vdupmt•nt of hi, tl t•nH? Dr. 
~ilv r prc.-ent to the r •adt.1r many in­
t r ·tin~ mean,- of apprcl!l'nding mor 
fully the inner core of the J cwi:.h ethic 

BUR T OFFERI 'G 
A novel by Dani 1 Spicehandl r. . w 

ork: Macm illan. :.4 pp. :3.95. 

H ,i "ed b 
J. '\J. • REE. T 

THE iege of J en1.-alem, whi ·h oc­
~lll l'ed early in HJ 1 <luring the J w-
1:;h-Arab war, i: 011 f th pie 

event;; of thal \\ ar. It ailed forth mm·h 
J cwi~h heroi:-:m, a h •roi:-m on the pal't 
of men, women and e\'cn d1ild1 n "hic.-h 
has ah ad.r l,cen 1e ·01d •d in print for 
futur fr nern ion o nad ahout and to 
l,e in:-:pire<l. 

• •ot far from J 'I'll" 1 •m wa a mall 
hrat>li ~ t kment c. lh·d Dror . .\ ._ on •'13 

thrnw from Dror wa a Trappi l mona-
tt•t·y naml'<I l'lla ~f<Jn i ·, a mount. in 

vant~ !!. • poi11 ,, hid• ,, , · •itw lwl,l l,y 
th A rah-- and u fully u d o d e 
till' ·, ad from Je1 u : 1cm to Dr 1. Thl'l.' 
men ,, ,o gather •d n T>i r ,,·c1e <•ivcn 
th mi -.ion lo bl ,w up he Catholic m 
~ tcry. One of tlw111, l 1;,yey (; nli 
an . mcl'ic-an .J w: he t•eo11d, Tl'i., 
nan , an e.·pert ( n plo i\' • i an I1 i 

Ill ri<'all Ca !Jolie," hi! th thiicl, Gidccrn 
Leva vi, i • a n: tivt-lwrn I I a"li, 

Th• tory of th' ad,·L·nture~ of h • e 
three young m n a11d of the :;;cltolo:;ical 

January 1962 

. truggle within their own minds and 
soul·, the interweavings of guilt and 
doubt, rev lalion and truth, form the ub­
ject of ~fr. Spicehandler's novel. The au­
thor reveals how each of the e m n by 
participating in th conflict at Dror gains 
a new und r · tanding, both of him elf and 
of the broader implication of th war. 

ince acrifice is d mand d from ach 
of th m, Mr. Spic handler calls hi· novel 
B11r11t Offering. 

It i an adventure story and a war 
~ tory where one can al o glimp e the 
fervor and dedication o! the founder of 
hraeli villages, their manner f think­
ing and the quc tion they put to them­
:-elve::;. Though at time Mr. picchandler' 
de<;cription are murky, his novel "eneral­
ly tom off well. One als" admires here 
the author' · intimat knowlcdg of the 
natural ph nomena urrounding Dr r. 

It i._ written in the styl of contempo-
1 ary naturali:,;111, .o that no hold · are 
barrl·tl. If )Ir. picehandl r': male 
tharad<'rs, the thr e men sent by Pal­
mach on this dangerom mi". ion and 
oth t • who are m mber::; of the Dror 
t·olony, u-- expr s:,:ions that arc not m­
J>loy d in polite .oci ty, the author r -
cord: them. If om read r will hj ct, 
tk•y :-hould remember that thi • i • how 
m st no,· 1 • are written nowaday.;;. 

)h. .. picehandler, the on of a well­
kno\\"n . • w York Zionist, him;; 0 lf par­
tieipa din the fighling around Jcru.:alem 
a .· a member of the Haganah Jewi h 
l.'ndcrgrnund and is ther fore well quali­
fi<'d to write aliout the mergence f the 
S at oC Israel. Wh n th war wa over 
h workt•d on a kibbutz as a farmer. At 
pr . ent he teaches English at Queens 

and ity ollege, b th in .. ~cw 
ity. Ile i.- th author of on 1,r -

, in 1 hook , I.rt My Right Jfo11<l lritlu r, 
, ncl c,·c1 al hl l't ~tol'ies mttl p lCn 

JE~ 1~11 B 0 
Yol. 19. 

A {TAL, 

Edit d hy Dr. A. Jan Stei11h:1ch .. ·cw 
York: Jewi·h Book ouncil C the .'a-
ional Jewi ·h Welfare Board. 21 pp. 

~ 1.. 0. 
Re, ic,\ cd by 

PHILIP RUBI. 

V
'1L ·)IE 19 i • th late ·t addition to 
th " ric· of "Jewi ·h B ok Annual ·," 
pub'.i ·he l by the Jewi:h Bo k oun­

cil of th . ·ational Jewish Welfare Doan!. 
oopcrating in the production f the An­

nual were national Jewi h organization 
affiliat d with the ouncil, the Luciu ... 
Li tauer Foundation, and many individuals 
who recogniz d the value of thi • yearly 
chronicl of Jewi ~h lit rary achi vem nt. 

A, in previou years, th late=,t volume 
of he J wL~h Book Annual is fill d with 
int •re--ting material. There are artitles in 

h1 ee l:.nguage~, English, Yid1lish and 
lit-brew, on writers who. e anniver:-:arie. 
a1e l,cing celehratcd, n Ha:icli ·m, on he 
cent •nn ial of the publication of )Io:e. 
Il e, • "J'ume and .Jeru ·al •m," on Jewi:-h 
Li •ra ure in wed •n and in ."wedLh. 
Tlw1 • a1 e , ven biblio:;raphical Ji,- • of 
i. ,,,. book that hav app nred in he three 
.: nguag du1 inr• the r>rcviou . y<'ar. 

Yi<ldi h, the language an1l he litc1. ure, 
n 11> .. 1 occupy a om •wha more prom-

:1 pl .• c in hi· volume of he .\nnual 
•'i..n in J>1c.do, • on . Ther • a1c nr ic:l' 

• Le. icograph~·. Oil pre,- 0 nt-dt y 
1 i er· in I ,ra I, on The Yi l Ii I 
in..,. he 1,a t Cl•n u, :,-, a ul n 

p et and a:i , .\. Cl: nz-

nurn Je r of book o a .le,, i,h 
1 bciiig- publi heu in \'al iou (·o.in­

Dr .. tci11bal'h in hi inti ot' 1 ·•ion in-
01 m 1.: that h re ha· been an ; •·cel-
1 a•cl! ou:.put of .Je, ·i h book i11 .A111e1iea. 

(( 1111 i,w, cl on Pavr. ; ) 
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CHILDREN OF THE 
GILDED GHETTO 

By Judith R. Kramer and 
Seymour leventman 

analy i 
pr • in ui h • Th 
G 9 It r ,. aJ th 
drama f th 
ti n : th imn 
h 11 • t ra 1-

ti th • 
th rl 

root 
minorit . 

Thi wa an itin 
b au e of th qu ti n it mak 
u a k our It . . . Th b k 
ha a w a/th of inf rmati n ab ut 

h re J wi h !if i n u and 
tho e i ho ar int r t d ·n the 
dir tion it 1 ill tak in the f utur 
ha mu h to i r , tl with in th 
gild d Ii tto. 

- Ralph D lg ff 
Th J ii h ew 

Publi her of 
The Yale Judaica ri 

11£! Yale Univer ity Pr 

ll[INew Haven and London 

Rabbi A.H. Silver's 
Penetrating Study 

of the Pentateuch 

Mo e and the Original Torah 
i th titl f a n book by 
Dr. bba Hill l ii r the di -
tingui h d rabbi author and one 
of the out tandin J ader of 
wor]d J ry. 

It i a cholarly and p netrating 
-tudy of th huma h-Tb Pen­
tateuch. h author p e que -
tion and pr k an wer pre-
enting a fr h approach to the 

immortal B k f B ok . 
In th pa t c ntury, with it 

gr at for ard trid in an~iquar­
fan c olar hip, the que tmn -
one n· n w red and unan wer­
abl -ha be n ubject to a new 
crutiny and informed pecula­

tion. 
Dr. ell de-

fin d in headings 
v hich foll volution in Thing 
f th pirit. • h orah That 

Men Had R j t d· Mo es Who 
Ga e Th m Thi Torah; The 
Prophet Who hampioned It; 
Th Bne I ra 1 Whom Mose Led; 
Th onflicting Tradition of I -
rael and Judah; Where I the 
Original orah of Mose ?; The 
Tore od • he General Con­
tent of th Code ; The Covenant 
Cod • The Holine s Code; 
The Deuteronomic Code; The 
Word ; How Did the Original 
orah are? ( 3.95· ee an-

nounc m nt on page 3). 
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'Tl1e Law.,-a story of struggle, liberation 
and an extraordinary spirilual individual 

M OSES, A nd The Original To-
. rah. By Abba. Hillel Silver. 
Ne,v York: MacMillan Co., 
$3.95. 

THE EVOLUTION of relig­
ious thought, according to Ab­
ba Hillel Silver, is projected 
through the spiritual ideas of 

. an ·extraordlnary spiritual per­
sonality. Such a personality 
was Moses. 

In his latest book Dr. Silver 
discusses the first part of the 
Bible, "The Law" (Torah - in 
Hebrew). This is often spoken 
of as "The Pentateuch," or the 
Five Books of Moses. These are 
called: Genesis, Exodus, Levit­
icus, Numbers and Deuteron­
omy. 

When Moses led the H ebrews 
out of Egypt where they had 
lived for many centuries -
most of the time as slaves -
they had to a large degree be­
come Egyptiani~ed and wor­
shipped various idols. Moses 
was determined to give them 
a religion purged of all the de­
testable features of Egyptian 
idolatries. His guiding prin­
ciples were to be: justice, com­
passion, human dignity and sex 
purity. 

He brought the people to 

Mount Sinai and gave them the 
Ten Commandments. The peo­
ple were r.:>w "the people of 
YHVH" and were to worship 
no other god by YHVH. This 
is the name by which Moses 
referred to the god of Abra­
ham. 

THF STORY of the religion 
of Moses is the story of a 
struggle, at times uneven and 
s,zemingly hopeless. The He­
brew people preferred to live 
like other nations and tribes. 
They weI'e not prepared for 
what the Torah of Moses de­
manded. 

When the Temple was de­
stroyed in 586 B. C. and l'he 
Jewish people were driven to 
Babylonia as captives, their 
morale had collapsed. But as 
ir other times there were 
among 'them laymen and priests 
who rose to battle agaiast de­
featism and defection. 

Some of the leaders had the 
idea that the time has come 
for the Jewish people not just 
to return themselves to the 
faith of Moses but to serve 
YHVH and bring YHVH to the 
nations of the world. This new 
and daring thought was to be­
come a major theme in post­
exilic times. 

The worshippers of YHVH 
were now filled with a new 
purpose, had a new direction. 
The hope of converting the 
whole world to the worship of 
YHVH gained momentum in 
the following centuries. The 
Maccabean victories encourag­
ed this movement. 

CHRISTIANITY was a 
phase of this proselytising 
movement. The messianic motif 
which was at its core enabled 
it to make mote rapid prog­
ress. Thus the original Torah 
of Moses moved militantly out 
in the We tern world. It wasn't 

One was the newly found 
love of the Torah of which thody 
were deprived while in exile. 
Now they studied it reverentJ:1, 
and they copied it. To study 
the Torah became desirable, 
beautiful, and refreshing to thl! 
soul. Fidelity to it was a privi­
~ege. 

The other ins titution was 
the synagogue. It was revolu­
tionary. The synagogue was the 
place where God could be wor­
shipped without sacrifices and 
priesthood. Here religion was 
a matter exclusively of prayer 
and the study of the Torah. 

the pristirt'e Torah of Moses, THE STRUGGLE goes ,m 
to be sure. But the ethical and under new forms, to be sure, 
spiritual tea hings of Jesus as but unmistakably. The original 
expressed in the Sermon on the Torah would never lose ils 
Mount are fairly identical in magnetic appeal and its eter­
content and spirit with the naJ challenge. 

original Torah of Moses. 0 "Moses" is a book which will 
What chiefly troubled the be read with a great deal of 

s~iritua! leade_rs in the gene:a- pleasure by those who wish to 
t1on!" 1mme?iately following refresh themselves in the lore 
the restoration, was the dan- of the Old Testament. It is 
ger of as imilation. They set well w1·itten and with the ex­
~bout_ reorganizing th~ admin- ~ ception of the many references 
1strat10n of the rebuilt Tem- to the Scriptures (unavoidable, 
ple. Alongside the Temple to be sure) is very pleasant 
there now came into existence reading. 
two other institutions which 
were destined to influence Jew- HMUEL YEINE BEN 

ish ;•ligious Ii{/) l U \, 
1 

i J )- \II --/;E:E~ 
a {!_, 
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February 5, 1962 

J.Jr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am in the lli st of reading your book "Moses And The 
Original Torah," and am so enthused I thought J. would 
writejou a note. 

The book is written in a simple and incisiTe ~tyle, 
and in highly instructiTe and illuminating. You 
have succeeded in mining the gold out of the dross. 
I am planning to use it as the subject of a pulpit 
address in the near future. 

Congratulations on a scholarly piece of work! 

• armest regards rom house to house. 

Cordially, 
7 . 

4cR'4~cc~ 
Rabbi Maurice Feuer 

P.S. May I respectfully call your attention to an 
erratum·t Page 32, footnote 13: ihen Ewt went 
forth from Egyp , etc. 
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0 E THE ORIGJ L I ha a iL· central theme h gr atj This is a profound tudy 
TORA~ By bba Hill~l iher. r~v _lation of God to Mo e on M .

1 

on that will not app al to tho e 
Mac '.Illian, 1 1 pp. Indexed. 3.95. Sma1. . , ho ar ati fi d with a cur. or, 

!t 

-- Dr bba HllleJ 1lver, a no ed . . 
Thi i. an c ·ample or what Bib- cholar and tu. <lent of religion. or cap ule_ :tud of the rehg1?n 

Vliea] cholar hip in it epilom tudi s th Torah and wi h pr cep- of the anc1cnt Hcbr w . Dr. 11-
ought to b \Vri ten by the out- I lion pre:cnt h1 finding m the er a ume om pre 110u kno\, 
sanding • for Jud~1 m. light of the gcniu., of o~e . th dge on the par of he r ad 
thi book p nl n \ ir. i<Yht. on firs of Judai. m • great Old Te -
the Torah, a Je\: ·i h b ok \ •h1ch tan ent leader . 

1
ith0u ii, reader ma '· 

b come r mpl 
l In not boo 
1 w fa natcd 
t tud i n. 

hty A • ot e On 
As a Ti e 
May Sugges 
THE DY . T Bv Chari 

Kni ·kcrbo ker. Doubl da. 
PW York. 416 pp . 4.-o. 

'Thi Id • le<l the 
hat trat of Dr. John 

Crc a . I i. ra ti c r a 
"ter d plot anci, althou~h it 
is n ·II ull ·1 ,·c.r-
tainl~ not iall iting. 

srC'n is in .:i ., . ci1~. 
father i an akoholic \\ ho 
t a er e:xi ·I encc h 
in l band m 

1·111. H , hilC' John 1 

in medical chool, nd John cl 
aid ••. 

In 'How To
1 

Dep rtm nt 

ThC' chap 
• • g tat n i 

'Evolution in 
i '' and "Th Tor 

• • ed." "Th ·t 
f cl and Juda 

BL YO R id Origin~} Tol' 
D IV ITHOUT • provid an id 

ar Wil on ma nitude 
II, Inc. Engl \\ood Cl k. 

er. e •. 237 pp. wilh Ind g ·hapl r th a 
-- he Torah an 

Thi i th age of ''how lo' l?ar ~nd 
hook. o on would lud f1 on m it r 
the number of vol s on elf- b , d hi z al t 
h Ip and do-it- •our lf. Gentiles into the main 

Ch • • nit . 
A vibrant and jo. ·ou oun·plor. 

larger \ 'il on, adds 10 thi h t. 
"Doubt ou1 En rgy and Li 
Without Fatigue" i her ninth 
book in the fi ld of motional 
heall h and p r onalit de clop-
m nt. 

I mma . thi i a profoun 
an eply n tfatinrr tudy 
th Torah. It is well writ t n a 
de r es a plac in its litera 
field. -J. 
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MO E A D THE ORIGI AL TORA , 
Abba. Hillel Silver. The Macmillan Company. 
188 page. 3.95. 

Rabbi ilver need 
suiou. reader of biblical material . 
ever he write <le erve. hone. t attention. Thi . 
hook i no exception. 

The rabbi give [o e central pla e in 
the religion of the Hebrew in chi. ne\\ 
hook. He ee the prophets, nor as the cre­
arr r of I rael • reli,1don, but J che poke. -
11len of the Lord, calling their contemporary 
,,orld co account for forgeccing and torsak­
ing God . The prophets summoned people 
to repent. They poke in the name of a 
rdigio:1 long escabli hed. They were not 
innovat0 r or originator . h.1c wa new 
was cheir earne cne and incen e enthu iasm. 

Thi e aluation of the proph ts generally 
i, acceptable, though we would like to have 
een rhe author recognize the place of Jere­

miah ' concept of individual re ponsibiliry. 
gain, we wonder what the rabbi would do 

,-.. ith the many facet of the servant concept 
of I aiah 10-66! To be fair with the prophet 
w<· an hardly gloss over ome of che bril­
liant c,mcept of Jeremiah and the author 
of J aiah ,,0-66--idea which Jo not seem 
t i> be found in earlier literature. 

Rabbi ilver tre . es the the is that the 
northern tri be el<:rnteJ lo e anJ che To­
rah, rhac Torah reli_~iun originated in the 
north and -.. a fo tereJ by the northern 
tribe. ince Judah outliv ·d the north, it 
wa the J u<lean cribes v. ho reca t the rc-
1 igiou tradition of the north, often co the 
di . may of the north . Bur the author feels 
that l.Le pitc chis pro-Ju<lean prejudice, the 
ncmhern tradition Jon ,inated by Moses as­
s<-rts it elf in the Judean writing -a point 
o, view nor entirel} unique "ich Rttbhi 
' 1h-er. 

It would be expeued, therefore, co find 
that Rabbi ilver place emphasi • on the Ten 
Commandment , feeling they are of lo aic 

rigin-ac lease chat a nu leu p,oe back 
to Mosaic time . 

A final chapter deals with the problem 
Torah religion faced in posc-exilic Judaism . 
The urvival of Torah religion re t on the 
eternally challen_ging ethical value cf the 
Ten Commandments which will never lo e 
their magneci appeal ro the children ot men . 

; 
Whether che reader ,\.ill agree wirh the 

a sumption of Rabbi ilver matters little. 
There is much in thi b< ok rhat commend 
it~lf to every eriou student of Old Te ca-
mtnt religion. The central place g iven the 

fosaic tradition b}' the author is most ad ­
mirable, and his dL·ep love for thi age-old 
rc:ligious tradition rubs off on the n:ader of 
MOJes and the Onxinal Tor11h. G. W. F. 

Ch11rch Alanagem nt: May 1962 
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A TREE or LIFE 

SERM NS and AYS 
for 

American Jewry 

by 
Dr. Rudolph J. Adler 



110 A TREE OF LIFE 

True to our name, the Jewish People have remained the 
People of the Book becau ewe still express ourselves in books­
they even become best seller . It is also encouraging to note 
that most Jew will accept the optimistic and positive outlook 
portrayed by Uris, Golden, Samuel, Lewi ohn and Wouk. They 
do not share the philosophy of Pasternak, although he wa a 

o bel prize winner. 
Tradition has it that the Almighty knew that we were a 

stubborn people-am k'she oroeph-who will not give up easily, 
and perhaps we were chosen on that account to lead the world 
to God's ways of perfection, which is no small task. Therefore, 
the doubtful ones, the Pasternaks, are permitted to resign, but 
as for u , let us continue to be worthy of our name, heritage 
and final victory. 

MOSES AND THE OR/'GINAL TORAH* 

The twentieth century has been one of probing and investi­
gation in all fields of human endeavor. Religion was not ex­
cluded from this recent trend. It is also a fact that more books 
have been written on the subject of what is Judaism than on 
any other subject relating to the Jewish people. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, one of the foremost modern Bible 
scholars, theologians and Jewish leaders, has now entered this 
important field and given his opinion as to what constitutes 
Judaism. 

In a brilliant, thoroughly scholarly and critical study of the 
entire Jewish Bible, he concludes that Moses' original Torah is 
the foundation of Judaism-that it is the best religious thought 
our people produced, that throughout our history it was never 
improved and that no other religious thought anywhere was 
able to go beyond it. The Mo aic faith is the basis for both the 
most ancient as well as the most modern Judai m, and we Jews 
can justly be proud of Moses a well as of Judaism. 

* A BOOK REVIEW (Courtesy of MacMillan Co., New York) 
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Whil Dr. ilv r in hi pr viou book Wh r Judai m 

Diff red' tri d to defend Judai m vi -a-vi oth r world r ligion 

and hri tianity mpha izing it p culiar contribution o r -

ligiou thought in hi late t effort Rabbi il r att mpt to 

def nd the originality of Mo and hi religiou ode • 

o e wa a giant of the piri and a religiou g niu • 

frown upon th idea of volution in bing piri ual. 

gr at religiou l ader had fla h of gr at in ight and w r 

not the end-product of a low e olution on w 11-pr par d ground. 

Mo did not borrow th God id a neith r from th Eg p ian 

Aton-con pt nor from the Midianit prie t, hi fath r-in-law 

Yetro. 
Tru Mo built upon th God id a of th H b1 \ for -

father Abraham I aa and J a b but Mo mad thi. God 

an exclu i one, not p rmitting hou hold g d b id Him: 

Mo wa th founder of h fir hi al and . piri ual m no-

h i ti r ligion of mankind. 
Furth rmor o introduc d h con I 

hood of I ra 1. o long r wa I ra 1 a amil 

made Hi co enant now with an ntire pl 

b a holy and parate p opl . Thi. wa. 

hold. thi p opl had th r li • 1m 

man and hi w llb ing to r at a good i and t n 

all kind of rituali ti ult found with th h ath n •• 

id a -- had n r b for b o iat d with r ligion. I a. 

th work and idea of 

What Wa the Original Torah of Mo 2 

Dr. il r belie that th original Torah of o v a. 

pr . r d in thr cod and on i t d primaril of 10 rd •• 

In two od it i ba d on a r. ion of th 10 ommandm nt 

and in th oth r it in lud i il and riminal 

well. Th r i th Book of th ov nant Exodu 20-2 

wa finaliz db th pr ph t amu l· th r i th H lin 

L iti u 19-2 which wa dit d b th r turning il from 

Babylonia Ezra) and h r i finall th D ut ronomi od 
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Deu . 5-2 , probabl ompleted in the tim of King Hezekiah 
and Jo iah. 

Rabbi il er propo al o that \ ith each law cod ame 
ble ing and cur but that no p nalti wer a tached to 
the original ode . The three pa ,age indica ing l le ing and 
ur e are Ex. 23 20; L v. 26 and Deut. 27. 

Onl) \J •o J ewi h f e ti val are of Mo aic origin according to 
Dr. il er nam 1 abbath and Pe ach. Both of the e were 
---onceived by Mo e one a a da of re t and dignit influenced 
by Egyptian la ery • the other, a a ymbol of fr edom people­
hood and thankful de otion to God. 

In addition to tracing the hi tor o he Mo ai Torah 
throughout the H hr w Bible and empha izing the originalit 
of the ha i o ai con ep of ethical monoth i m Rabbi il er 
al o endea or to how hm the e religiou on ept cliff red 
from other faith but that there i rapproa hmen heh en the 
ba ic Mo ai Torah and he original Je u teaching free of 
lat r Chri tian theology. 

There i little of formal theology in the O , ord of Mo 
except for the nity of God and th prohibition of images. 
There i no do trine here of inherent human depra it and of 
the need of atonem nt redemption or al a ion," the ha ic con­
cepts of po t-J e u Chri tiani y. ' Th orrow and d pair of 
the world are not dwelt on, and no wa of e ape i offered from 
the trammel of exi ten - uch a Buddhi m e pou e . There 
are no magi al formulae here by mean of whi h to con rain 
the deit nor an, chnique of divination b which to a certain 
hi will ' a ... wa th on tant ustom of the heath n world in 
which the H brew Ii d. ' othing i aid about pre- i tence 
rein arnation tran migration ' ' uch a Hindui m preach and 
there i no judgment da , re urrection or immortality ' found 
with mo t m i religion . " o Me iah i promi ed no world 
renewal no future ag and no kingdom not of thi world ' a 
held by Chri tiani . 

But in the original orah of Mo are cl arl indi ated 
ethical guidepo t pointing the wa toward a ound and orderl 
wa of lif for th indi idual and oci ty. Her ar tandard 
of beha ior which do no tran cend th limit of man po er. 
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For thi ommandm nt which I command you thi da i not 

too hard for "OU n ither i i far off" (D ut. 30: 11 • Mindful 

_f h frailti of man and of th pitil imp diment of hi 

hf on arth d mand are n ver h le made upon him and 

command ar given him which call for unremitting piritual 

effort and a piration tov. ard the good life and th good o i • •• 

Thi i h original Torah \ hi h Mo~ t b fore the hildr n 

of I rael ac ording to the ommand of YH H-a Torah of 

monumental im li it , of lucid clarit " of gr at d th •• bu no 

my t rie . 
Th other heorie r garding Mo and arl I. ra I whi h 

Abba Hill 1 ii r propo tha o wa not a L vit that 

h did not ordain th acrifi ial cult and pri thood. tha no 

all th trib of Ja ob parti ipated in th Exodu. and tha th 

original Torah wa primarily onn t d with th orth rn 

Kingdom of I rael-all th ar killfull and • cholarl. • pr -

ented. Howev r Dr. ilv r agre tha th ._ anno I on­

idered mor than conje tur and for thi r vi w r •ho h 1 ngs 

to th traditional chool th y ar not • ulli i n 1 • on in in". 

I al o f 1 that po t-Mo ai Judai. m h . mad : v ral w rth­

while ontribution to our faith, th m ah! of whi h I 

con id r th urg n y to tud Torah and th dut. u1 on a h 

J w to be om profi i n in i . B a. o iating all Torah l m-

ing with Mo and b in i ting that Talmud rah i. th 

grea et mitzvah pot-Mo ai Judai m paid o th gr a • t 

tribute but a th ame tim add d o it a f atur whi hi. no 

empha ized in Dr. ilver book Mo and th original Torah. 



RABBI SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, D . D . 

ROOEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH ANO MOREWOOO AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

September 28, 1962 

Here is a clipping from the J.W.B. Book 
Review which, perhaps, you have not seen. It is brief, 
but good. 

I hope that the trip that Virginia and you 
took to Virginia was not too arduous and that you are 
ready now for a comfortable New Year in Cleveland. 

You know that I do not need to tell you how 
grateful I am for your coming to Pittsburgh and for the 
generous words you spoke. Your good opinion always 
means something special to me. 

I hope that Virginia and you and the boys 
will have a happy and a healthy New Year, and that 
Lillian and I will have the pleasure of seeing you 
soon again. 

As ever, 

SBF:t Solomon B. Freehof 



The Words of Torah Do Not Rest on Custom 
MOSES AND THE OIIGINAl TORAH. ly Altl,a 

Hillel Silver. N. Y ., Macmillan, 1961. 111 p.' 

$3.95. 

G IRDED WITH traditional learning 
and armed with the . pade of mod­

ern cholar hip, Abba Hmel iJ er has 
dug deeply in his earch for the B'eT 
Mayim Chayim, the Original T r h nd 
ha found it. 

Thi book is in a en e more 
tional than the traditionalist and et 
more modern than the o- IJ d Hi he 
Critici m. The autho affirms, the belief 
that genuine mono hei m goe back to 
Abraham, whom he plac . circa 1800 
B.C.E. but i a are of the Canaaniti h 
religiou Influence on the I ra lite . He 
a erts the centrality of fo. e t th 
entire Torah. The , ords of th Deca­
logue, the Deuteron,,mic and he Holi­
ness Code , con titute the original Torah 

of . •·Th . e ord are not the 
product of the proph tic mov m nt of 
the eighth • h c ntury. They ar 

ld. of M aic origin.'' 
bo 188 pag and 

1ik t r . It holds 
inte eginning to the 
thou tak o at 

L of th tra-
tud of 1he 

nth . Th foot­
phy for 1ife-

r ng. boo , a 
proud book a h book in 

the auth hat 'the 
f th Tor do not t 

tom but o thorit ." I 
nd it a~ Hghtfully uh tan-

din 

• Ya bi, 
t, L. I . 

Tth 1 ore 
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The Sacredness of the Human Personality One of the Most Remarkable Jews of Our Times 
IN HIS IMAGE. By Samuel Belkin. N.Y., Ahe-

lard-Schuman, 1961. 290 p. $6.50. 

T R ADITIONAL JUDAISM lias alway 
b en more in r ted in practice 

than in th finer points of phHosophy or 
th ology. Theory wa • never lae:king, but 

in the rabbinic tl~di­
tion it found ex• 
pre~ ion in the com­
mands of la\.v. As a 
re ult, "only a close 
examination of Jew­
i h law an reveal 
[th el philosophic 
fcund•ations" of Ju­
daism. 

In thi work Dr. 
amuel Belkin, pres­

ident of Y hiva Uni­
v rsity, undertakes 

uch a "clo e examination" of the 
halachab to present the Jev...ish Philos­

phy of Man. The rf'<>ult is a work which 
c:hi ves brilliance in many pa. ages and 

depth of in ight throughout. The prod-
uct of ound cholar hip, it wiJl com• 
mand the attention o! the seriou tu­
dent. But 111 His Imar,e is not ~ol ly for 
the learned fe\\. T!1 «uthor' lucid tyle 
and careful organizcltion make his :-\'Ork 
re;;idi1y intelligible tc laymen. Ind d, 
the reader who i unfamiliar with rab-

Exciting Story of a 
Desert Made to Bloom 
MASTERS OF THE DESERT: 6000 Yeor, in tM 

Negev. By Yaaliov Morri, . Introduction 1,y 

Davitt Ben-Gvrion. N.Y., G, P. Putnam', Sons, 

1961. 4'16 p. $6.95. 

IF ONE CO IDERS that this monu­
mental work delves into the struc­

tur of the agriculf ural oci ty a millen­
nium b fore Abraham ( p. 32); draws 
historical conclusion from the Dead Sea 
Scroll ( p. 82-105 ); offers detailed sta-

. tistics on oil drillings ( p. 2860, on pot­
ai h and phosphates ( p . 323f ) and on the 
electrodialysis proce. . ( p. 2500; in Hes 
u to a fancy Purim Party with Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben-Gurion ( p. 195); and analyzes 
jn detail the Development Plan of 1960 
( p. 335f ), one appreciates the enormity 
of tbi ·ork and the impo ibility of 
one r viewer to comprehend it all. It 
r quire a good kno\\ ledge of ar heol­
ogy, of the hi tory of antiquity, the Mid­
dle Age , and of our time, of cultural, 

conomic, indu trial, political, ociologi­
cal and other ubjects, to enable a re­
viewer to offer a yeriou opinion. We 

hall th re ... ore have to await the judg­
m nt of exp rt who will review the 
a .. p cL of thi book pertaining to th ir 
re p ctive fi ld . 

With thj pro j~o, the facts a stated 
Jn this book may he ace pted. It t lls 
an xciting tory of a de ert brought to 
Jif . The old id 0 aJLm of our pe ple 
whi h in the lac;t fifty years ha con-

Continued on page 2 

binic literature \\ ill f nu par ti ular value 
in the veritable mas of quotations, 
felicitously translated and ski:lfully util­
jz d. 

timulating analysis and di'-cu :i n of 
ehallenging problem are the ~tuff of 
which this book i, mhde. For example, 
does the law enforrecl by rabbinic courts 
repre ent the ultimate ideal for man? 
May the rabbis impose higher tandard 
on the pious ven in the ar a of civil 
obligations? Th question are not rhe­
torical. 

The b ok conclude \\ith th ~tate­
m nt that the "irrcmonble and irre• 
placeable cornerstones in the moral arid 
r ligious structure of Judaisr'l" are the 
sacredn of the human per.,onality and 
the ''infinite worth of the iml1vidual." 

Our ociety i a long way from r al­
jzfog this phi lo. ophy in pra tic , but 
m n of good \\ ill are strh'ing to move 
u in that dir ction. This \\ ork \>,,ill help 
provide es enlial in,ight into the na· 
ture of the goal rnd the importance 
of achieving them. It needed to b \Hit­
ten and. m the writinf!. Dr Bdkm has 
made a great contribution. 

A. LEO LEVIN, prnf ssor f lam, Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania. 

'rHE COMPLETE DIARIES OF THEODOR HERZL. 
Edited by Raphael Patai. Tront. by Harry Zohn, 
N.Y., Her1I Press ond Thos. Yoseloff, 1960, 
S vc;:I. $25.00. 

I T EEM, TRA GE that more than 
half a century i,hould elapse ince 

Herzl' d ath before iii. complete diaries 
are available in the Engli !-! language. The 
fact that Herzl' diaries on. titute more 

r Jes the full biography of one of the 
mo t remarkab;e Jew · in mod rn times 
and that hi influen!'e i of continued 
importance in the conduct of the tate 
of Israel today make this long delayed 
venture doubly significant. Section of 
Herzl's diaries in the English language 
have app arr:d e-arli r , notably the €di­
tion of J\larvin Lowf'nthal whi h gave 
the reader the full flavor of Herzl's 
thinking. But the complete diaries trans­
lat d by Dr. Harry Zohn depict Herzl 
in all his astonishing dimension as one 

f the great men of hi time who pos­
. s d a spirit to equal th magnetism 

f his pC'r onali(v. Th y ar s vital and 
human that the reader can fec-1 the ex­
citement of Her1l'. fe lings as h scans 
we re ·~H·d of his ~truggle over a pan 
of eighl 1ears to implem nt the aim of 
th Ba~le Plalfonn-to obtain a legally 
s cur d, publicly rec gniz d home for 
the Jewi h pcoµle in the land of tbei.t 
father . 

The Words of Torah Do Not Rest on Custom 
MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL lORAH. By Abba 

Hillel Silver. N.Y., Macmillan, 1961. 1 8 p. 
$3.95. 

G IRDED WITH traditional learning 
and armed with the . pade of mod­

ern cholarship, Abba Hillel ilver has 
dug deeply in his search for the B'er 
Mayim Chayim, the Original Torah, and 
has found it. 

Thi book is in a en e mor tradi­
tional than the traditionali 'ts and yet 
more modern than the so-c:-11Jed Higher 
Critici~m. The author affirm the belief 
that g nuine monotheism goes back to 
Abraham, whom he places circa 1800 
B C.E., but i aware of the Canaanitish 
religiou influence on the Israelites. He 
a rt the centrnlity of Mo~e to the 
entire Torah. The word of the Deca­
logue, th Deuteronr,mic and the Holi­
nes Cod s, con titute the original Torah 

of M ~ . ''Th .:e \\Ord ar not the 
product of the prop ,etic ml•vement of 
the eighth or- sixth ~entury. They are 
very old . Th y art.'! of losaic origin." 

The book ha only 188 pages and 
r ads like a det ctive tory. It h Ids 
one's interest from the beginning to the 
end, though some may take off en e at 
the constant recurr nee of the Tetra­
grammaton. A thorough study of the 
book will take m;iny months. The foot­
notes ,;;upply a bibliography for a life­
time of reading. It's a warm book, a 

roud book, a deeply Jewi h book in 
which the author exclaim that "the 
words of the Torah of Moses do not rest 
on cu tom but OI" divine authority." I 
recommend it as d lightfully sub. tan­
tial reading. 

EMANUEL GREE , rnbbi, North Shore 
Synagogue, Syosset, L . I. 

What Causes Some Jews to Intermarry? 
JEWISH-GENTILE COURTSHIPS. By John E. Mayer. 

N.Y., Free Prn; of Glencoe, 1961 . 240 p. $5.00. 

I TERMARRIAGE ha alwa~·s b en a 
concern of Judai~m since Abraham 

first made his sernmt wear he \\. uld 
not arrange a Canaanite marriag for 
hi _on, Isaac. The continuity of the 
Jewi h people, it intact family life 
and it ethical and moral cor.c pt are 
attribut d to th le s r amount of in­
termarriag . E\ n in th op n oc·iety 
of Am rica, the p rcentage ha be n 

lower than among th r religious 
groups. But there i videncr that this 
~tatistical condition may 1 ot ob t a in 
with • weak nin of J \\-ish hi torical 
influence . 

Th proce by \\hich J ws mt r-
marry i tudi cl intimat ]y by Dr. 
Ma •er, , ho finds m r J wi!-h men in­
t rmarr than Jed h women. Th figure 
is estimated at thre to one. If Mayer's 
c m osite hir-Jtory cf th typical J wish 

Continu~d on pa9 4 

If Herzl lives in the grat ful heart 
of admirers Iik Ben-Gurion and other 
prominent individuals who condu t the 
affairs of I rael today it i becaus he 
er ated the Zioni t movement and im­
ping d it upon the consdou nes of the 

Continued on page 2 

Theodor Herzl 

lt Is a Far Cry From 
Outright Plotting 
THE VATICAN AGAINST EUROPE. By Edmond 

Paris. Tron,. from French by A. Robson. Lon­
don-Geneva, P. R. Macmillan, 1961. 311 p. 

A NUMBER OF book written by 
Edmond Paris in r cent year add 

up to a cru ade agajnst thf> Catholic 
Church. The Vatican i. accusPd of b ing 
at the root of every worldwide tra dy 
in modern time . of b ing "l di. rupti e 
jnfluence in every d mocratic country 
and movement, of fo~tering both World 
Wars, and of encour:1ging th g no ide 
of Jews and non·Catholic Ia, . 

The author had no difficult finding 
ub. tanliating quotations in statem nts 
r individuals, both Catholic and non• 

C.tthoHc, and exc rpting damning vi­
dence from offic:iaJ document· in azi 
and Vichy-French ar< hives. The atho­
lic Chur<:h is an int rnational body and 
ha · clear! had to pursue a policy of 
(aution. Individual Churc-hmen, rnor • 

ver, \\ ere as su cept1 ble as &n~ n to 
th logan and '.,ate of th .\1u ~ Jini 

nd Hitler I a. It i unqu stiona J de­
plorable that ~O inf:111 nlial a r ligi us 
organization a the Ctiurch found it im­
politic to land squarely on th •. id of 
human principl : but thi' is a far cry 
from outright plottillg. Until th d rn­
ment are publish d in full, juclgm nt 
mu t be re rv cl. 

The chapt r on C.itholic influenc in 
the United tat oflers a go d illu • 
tration. Coughlrnite ranting , M<:Carlhy­

Con~nued on po9e 2 

A Call for a Rethinking of Our Ideas of God Rebelliou. Joseph Becomes a Committed Jew 
MAN'S BEST HOPE. By Roland 8. Gittelsohn. 

N.Y., Random House, 1961. 200 p. $3.95. 

RABBI GITTELSOHN's book ad­
vance a the i ' whi h J a radical 

o parture from the traditional Jewish 
tonception of God. He call. for a re­
thinking of our id a of God "in a c n• 

xt which includ the biological di • 
overies of Darn in, the phy ical insights 

of Ein tein and the p. ~ chological im­
p rativ of Freud." Wh n we re all 
that th e three great ci ntific figures 
b ld views diametrically oppo!-ed to the 
Jewi h God idea, we may one-Jude that 
the author· attempt at reconciling uch 
diff rences of appr "1Ch to th universe 
will win ant upport fo r ligiou cir-· 
cl d pit hi v.arning {p. 12) bat "any 
attempt to in ulate reli ion .from the 

wiftn of change in oth r ar a of 
human xp ri nee c ms rt'ligion to 
t rility." 

Th r i much that ail r Jig1 11 to­
day. but accomm,)d.ilion to _cientinc 
thinking b • a change of our c nc ption 
f God differing from that of our fath rs 

\\ill not produce t:w cur . .'.\Jar,· r ali2a­
tion of hi indifference to the prophetic 
value of th pa t can perhap re_tore 
some of th lo t pi ty and u\\ at the 
\\.Onder f life we take for granted. 
Yet thi book i the di tillation of ma­
ture reflection. anrl many of Rabbi Git­
t Lohn' ob~ervatio11c; can t> of incal­
culabl help in the clevelopm nt of an 
attitude t ward r ligion capable of 
bringing man gr ater atisfattion than 

Continued on page 4 

A SlAR IN THE WIND. By Robert Nathan. N.Y., 
Alfre A. Knopf, 1962. 303 p. $4.50. 

R OBERT .. ATH. N i be t known in 
Am rican letter. for hi P rtrnit of 

Jenny, One },Jore '5pring, Jonah and 
other \\riling~. In 1935 his Road c,J Aaes 
depict d th tr k o! the um,ant d Jc\\· 
ish millions to th Gobi D ert. Alter 
27 years Mr. , ath:rn ha~ at la t tak n 
cogniz nee of Palc~tin a a land of 

s !uni and, f COUI'v . a the }1 m of 
1he tate of Israel. Th r b 1li u .. con­
fused Jo eph, an r '-haring th l t of 
refug es n route to l'-ra 1, at la. t come 
to derlar "I am 1. mmitt d'' and de­
termine to dernt h1m,Plf to hrn 1 and 
it'- future. 

Em Joying hi/: ,lCl.'ll tom d ~kill and 
insight, Mr. Nathan writes a il' he 

l.imself had har d in the i,ilgrim; g 
of Jo. ph, the ust,\J1iie CleHl· nd vi­
lini t. With •umplece ct lf-ab~orption h 
ch e the \\Ord of Ka Tl r: "I :,m 

in a little 1ortre-,. <:ailed . tar in th 
Wind. Do ) ou rem m ber .:\Iusa Dagh? 
lt l'- like that here, <:ucpt thar the . tc1ge 
i tiny and the p oplr JE \\ i h .. . It is 
\\ ond rful t ~e hov th se peopl fight; 
the '-am ones ,, ho tor 2.000 years nly 
offered h ir t h1 oaL to th butch r On 
th ir O\\ n ii ... they d fy em ir .. " 

i\lr .• •athan ha~ ton. a Ion~. long \\.ay 
since he wrol Road of Ages, and has 
l am d lo interpr t arig,ht the tars 
a<- h y afft.ct the J \\i<-h peopl In 
a c omcr ati n bet wt:- n Jo ph and his 
AmE"rican friend Pn., ill a r garding his 

Continued on page 2 
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e Human Personality 
binic literature will f nd particular value 
in the veritable ma of quotation , 
felicitou ly tran lat d and k1:lfull util­
ized. 

timulating analysi and di cu sion of 
challenging problem are the tuff of 
which this book i - made. For example, 
doe the law enforced b rabbinic court 
repre ent the ultimate ideal for man? 
Ma the rabbi impos highf'r tandards 
on th pious e en in the ar a of civil 
obligation ? Th questions are not rhe­
torical. 

The book conclude with the tate­
ment that the "irrcmovab e and irre­
placeable corner ti:mes in th moral and 
religious structur of Judai rn" are the 
acredness of the human per onality and 

the infinite \J orth nf the ind1 idual. ' 

Our ociet. is a long wa from real­
izing thi philo ophy in practice, bul 
men of good \ ill arc tri ing to mo e 
u in that direction . This work will help 
provide es ential in. jght in::v the na­
ture of the goal t nd the importanc 
of achieving th m. lt needed to be writ­
ten and, in the writing, Dr. B lkin ha 
made a great contribution. 

. LEo LEVIN, prot ssor ot law, Uni­
versity of Pennsyh cmia. 

and armed with the spade 
cholar hip, bba Hill 1 ilver ha 

dug d epl in his earch for the B'er 
Mayim Chayim, th Original 'Yorah, and 
ha found it. 

Thi book i in a ense more tradi­
tional than the traditionali 't. and yet 
more modern than the so-c'Jll •d Higher 
Critici m. The author affirm. the belief 
that g nuine mono heism goe~ back to 

braham, whom h place circa 1800 
B. .E., but i aware of th Canaani L h 
religiou mfluence on the Isn,elite . H 
a ert the entnlit of o. to the 
entire Torah. Th words of the Deca­
logu , the D uteronr,mi and the Holi­
nes Cod con titute th , original Torah 

One of the Most Remarkab 
THE COMPLETE DIARIES OF THEODOR HERZL. 

Edited by Raphael Pata i. Trans. by Harry Zohn. 

N .Y., Herzl Press and Thos. Yoseloff, 1960. 

S vol. $25.00. 

IT SEE 1S TR GE that mor • 
half a centur . hould lapse ince 

Herzl d ath befor hi comp) te cliari 
ar available in the Engli !-1 languag . The 
fact that Herzl ' diarie con titute more 
or les the full biograph of one of th 
mo t r~markab~e Jew • in modern tim 
and that hi · influen~ i of onlinucd 
importan e in the c nduct ot the lat 
of I rael tod:ly makes this lorn! d lay d 
entur d ubly . ignificant. ecti n o( 

Herzl s diarie in the Engli ·h langua ·e 
ha appcarEd e-arlier, nolabl. tit ~di-
ti n Mar in LO\ Pnthal \J h ich gav 
the r ader th full flavor of H rzl': 
thinkling. But he complete dial'ie, tran . 
lated b Dr. Harr Zohn depic• Herzl 
in a11 his :1stoni hing dimcn ion • one 
o the great men of hi · time who µ . 
e. ed a pirit to equal the magn(•ti m 

of hi p r onalit . The are o vital and 
human that the reader can f el th x­
citement of Herzl' f "' lings ,a hf' . can 
the r cord of hi truggle o er a pan 
of ight year to implement th aim of 
the Basle Platform-to obtain a legally 
ecured, publicly recognized home for 

the J wi h peo~le in the land of th ir 
fathers. 

ot Rest on Custom 
of Mo es. "The e \ ord ar not th 
product of the proph tic mc,vem nt of 
the eighth or sixth c·entur- . The are 
er old. The are of osaic origin." 
The book has or.ly 188 pages and 

read like a det ctive stor . It holds 
one's interest from the beginning to the 

nd, though ome ma tak offen e at 
the constant recurrence of the Tetra­
grammaton. thor< ugh tud of the 
book will take many months. The foot­
note uppl a biblio raph~• for a life­
time of reading. It' . a warm book, a 
proud book, a de pl Je\ ish book in 
which the author exclaim that "the 
word of the Torah of Mo e clo not rest 
on ru tom but on divine authorit . • I 
recommend it a dtlightfully ub tan­
tial reading. 

EMA UEL GREE , ,abbi, North hore 
Synagogue, Syosset, L. I. 



equals in the matter of faith and reli­
gious truth. 

The immediate future may not always 
be pleasant, but one can look forward to 
it with a s n e of excitement and honesty 
that (pr viously) did not exist. It is a 
manifestation of our desire to survive as 
Jews. The age of the "gemtitlich" ex­
change, of superficial pleasantries, is past. 
Individual rabbis will no longer be able 
to build their reputations and maintain 
their positions in the community as "am­
bassadors to the Gentiles." That approach 
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ufficed for a generation of Jews seeking 
their security; it will not satisfy the new 
breed of Jewish survivalists. Rabbis, Jew­
ish teachers and communal leaders will 
now have to win their right to leadership 
on the basis of how Jewish they are, what 
they know and what they express of Jew­
ish life and Jewish values, and not, as 
has been the case, by virtue of how "in­
tegrated" they are. The American Jewish 
community is today ufficicntly cure 
to be ready, if not eager, for such in­
struction. 

IN SEARCH OF THE ORIGINAL TORAH 

MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL 
TORAH, by Abba Hillel Silver. Mac­
millan Company, N.Y., 1961, 188 pp. 
$3.95. 

There are scholars who trace the be­
ginnings of spiritual Judaism or ethical 
monotheism to the literary prophets of 
the eighth through to sixth century B.C.E. 
Prior to that time, they maintain, the re­
ligion of Israel was little different from 
the religions of all its heathen n ighbors. 
The Canaanites had their Baal, the Moab­
ites their Chemosh and the Israelites had 
their YHWH. Then came Amos, Ho ea, 
Isaiah and Micah and revolutionized the 
concept of worship and conduct, stress­
ing ethos rather than ritus. The last dec­
ades brought a collapse of this anti-tradi­
tional reading of Israel's spiritual history, 
and made room for more conservative in­
terpretations of the biblical historical 
records. Very often, says Silver, in reli­
gious history, the path.finding ideas are 
com upon early by a spiritual pioneer. 

WHO FIRST CONCEIVED OF 
ETHICAL DEITY? 

Great ideas are not always late in time 
following a process of linear evolution, 
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Immanuel Lewy 

but may be the fortuitous breakthrough 
of a forceful personality. Remember Bud­
d.ha, Paul, Mohammed, Rous eau, Kant, 
Marx and Freud. The great literary pro­
ph ts of Israel and Judah stigmatized the 
people and its rulers because they re­
jected the Torah of YHWH. This Torah 
is manifestly a sacred set of teachings 
which had come down to them from the 
distant past. All the prophets agreed that 
this Torah was not a ritual but an ethical 
Torah. It demanded justice, righteous­
ness, humanenes and simple living. It 
rejected the worship of many gods, the 
acceptance of a priests' caste with their 
sacrificial cult. "For I de ire kindness 
and not sacrifice, the dedication to God 
rather than burnt offerings" (Hosea 6:6). 

This was a religious innovation of a 
startling and revolutionary character. 

Who gave I rael this Torah, the spirit­
ual worship of one ethical deity? The 
tradition a cribes it to Mo e and the 
Patriarch . Rabbi Silver i convinced that 
thi tradition is ub tantially correct. 
Modem biblical re earch is right in 
rejecting the traditional belief that the 
whole Pentateuch with all it contradic­
tions and repetition , is the work of one 
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man, of Moses. Si ver admits that th 
original Torah of Moses was elaborated 
in Israel and Judah by priests and pro­
phets. The original Torah is emb dded 
in the Ten Commandm nts and in the 
Pentateuchal codes, in the Covenant 
Code, in Deuteronomy and the Holiness 
Code (Lev. 19-26). The ritual and 
priestly elements were added by the 
priests who were in charge of the Torah 
of Moses. Jeremiah said clearly that "God 
did not speak to your fathers or com­
mand them concerning burnt offerings 
and sacrifices" (7 :22) and that "the 
guardians of the Torah did not care for 
YHWH and falsified it" (2.8, 8: 8). 
"That Moses received his devarim on 
Mount Sinai was not known to the pro­
phets. It was evidently at a later time 
that Sinai, because of its sacred and 
fabled character, was fixed upon as the 
locale of the Mosaic revelation" (p. 14). 

THE STRUGGLE TO PRESERVE 
THE RELIGION OF MOSES 

To Silver the story of the religion of 
Moses is the story of a struggle, at times 
uneven and seemingly hopeless, to pre­
serve itself from dilution and submerg­
ence. Kings, nobles, priests and common 
people would often conspire to accomp­
lish just that. They would prefer the way 
of the heathen, of Egypt, Canaan, As­
syria, Babylon and other neighbors. But 
there would always be the faithful ones, 
sometimes a few in number, who took 
the Torah of Moses very much to heart, 
lived by it and fought for it. 

When the ten northern tribes, which 
had sojourned in Egypt ( the southern 
tribe of Judah was not in Egypt and plays 
no role before David), returned to Ca­
naan and settled down to an agricultural 
life, the threat to the faith of Moses and 
his Torah increased greatly. Israel took 
over from the Canaanites the great agri­
cultural festivals. The rituals associated 
with them were in the hands of an elab­
orate priesthood, an institution alien to 
the religion of Mose who demanded 
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that the whole people should b come a 
nation of priests ( Ex 19: 6). The rites 
were often gross cruel and ob c ne. 
Under Canaanite influence a r ligious 
syncretism, pri stcraf t and a sacrificial 
cult system develop d in Isra 1 with all 
kinds of magic, spells, incantations, 
charms and healing by esoteric rites. 

During the reigns of Saul and David 
the worship of YHWH was unchall nged. 
A change occurred in the latt r part of 
the reign of Solomon. There were alway 
people loyal to the tradition of Mos s 
and the original Torah: Samuel, Nathan, 
Ahijah, Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah ben Im­
lah, Jehonada ben Rachab, Jehoiada and 
the literary prophets. They did resist with 
fierce determination. 

Hezekiah abolished the local shrine~ 
and centered the sacrificial cult in Jeru­
salem. That was a stupendous religious 
revolution. He removed all traces of 
idolatry from the land. But the reforma­
tion did not last long. Manasseh re tored 
what his father bad cast out. Under hi 
pious grandson Josiah, the Book of the 
Torah was found. That may be the Deu­
teronomic Code or a version of the Co­
venant Code or of the Holiness Code. In 
Israel there was only one reform "Back to 
Moses" movement, initiated by Elijah 
Elisha and Jehu. Silver accepts the m d­
ern, scholarly thesis that a part of Deu­
teronomy was northern. 

The sanctity of the Sabbath, which was 
foremost among the institutions of the 
religion of YHWH, was renewed under 
Nehemiah and Ezra. Ezra apparently has 
the whole of the Book of the Torah of 
Moses read to the people, the three Codes 
as well as the narrative portions of the 
Pentateuch, "and the borrowed and re­
fined myths of the early chapters of Gene­
sis." Silver believes that the Patriarchs 
already had a kind of primitive monothe­
ism, and that Moses spiritualized it. Un­
known to him was the idea of a messianic 
peaceful human brotherhood. This was 
later developed by the literary prophet . 
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THE UNIDENTIFIED ETHICAL GENIUS 

I miss in Silver's theory any argumen­
tation based on a throughgoing analysis 
of the sources, the distinction between 
prophetic and priestly Y ah wists and El o­
bis ts, northern and southern Deuteronom­
ists, as in my The Growth of the Penta­
teuch. If he had made such researches he 
would have found that the basic Penta­
teuchal narratives must have stemmed 
from a brilliant literary genius, who was 
an enlightened expounder of wisdom, jus­
tice, righteousness and humaneness. He 
condemned all kinds of violence ( Gen 
34:30, 49:5-7), bloody strife (13:8.9, 
3 7: 26), bloody justice ( Cain outlawed, 
Simon and Levi scattered-not executed), 
bloody cult ( 4:26, Ex 34:5, "call on 
YHWH" - no sacrifice), dishonesty or 
corruption (Gen 14:23, Ex 18:21, Nu. 
16: 15), inhumanity (Ex 1: 18f.), even 
to animals (Gen 2: 19.20,7:3, 8:21b)24: 
14) . He was against a priestly cc1 ste ( Ex 
19:6), against a priestly leadership (Ex 
32:21). His God is Creator, Ruler and 
Judge of the whole world ( Gen 2: 4b, 14: 
22, 18:25, 24:3, Ex 19:5) YHWH is 
merciful, patient, kind and forgiving of 
sins (Ex 34:6,7). This greatest Hebrew 
genius is not even mentioned by Silver. 

I agree with Silver that the Covenant 
Code (Ex 21-23) stems substantially from 
Samuel. It reflects an agricultural so­
ciety. The oldest section is the penal 
code listing seven capital criminals: he 
who murders, kidnaps, beats or curses 
his parents, copulates with beasts, sacri­
fices to gods other than YHWH, and who 
practices sorcery. It also negates the rule 
of retaliation in kind ( eye for an eye, 
etc.). This code is generally attributed 
to Moses. Accordingly, Moses is for 
stem justice, retaliation and deterrence. 

The section in the Covenant Code on 
righteousness, justice and humaneness is 
therefore not to be attributed to the ruth-

less Moses, but to the humane Y ahwist 
master narrator. 

And Now the Editor 
IN THIS ISSUE 

Life is full of "antinomies," interests 
and values, equally IJegitimate, which 
conflict with one another so that we are 
called upon, at times, to make choices 
between them. Such antinomies are, by 
a curious coincidence, the theme of sev­
eral of our articles in this issue. For ex­
ample, Rabbi Shulman discusses art and 
moral values, as they meet and cross in 
the recent episode involving "The Mer­
chant of Venice." (Rabbi Shulman is 
spiritual leader of the Riverdale Temple, 
Riverdale, N. Y., and a frequent con­
tributor to Jewish periodicals) . . . 
In Dr. Rubenstein's description of his 
visit with Dean Gruber, we are faced 
with the dilemma of loyalty to a theologi­
cal system and the dictates of humane­
ne s. We welcome Dean Gruber to our 
shore , and we hope that some day he 
may tum a sympathetic ear to Dr. Ru­
benstein's implicit appeal ( and ours) for 
a reconstructed Christianity. (Dr. Ruben­
stein is Hillel Director at Pittsburgh Uni­
versity and a prolific contributor) . . . 
Yehuda Rosenman deals with another 
antinomy, the urge on the part of the 
Center leaders to be non-denominational 
and at the same time affirmatively reli­
gious. Mr. Rosenman is Executive Di­
rector of the Jewish Community Center 
of Baltimore, Md .... Balfour Brickner's 
discussion of security and survival touches 
upon another polar aspect of our lives, 
the demand for equality and the concur­
rent need for separateness. Rabbi Brick­
ner is Director of the Commission on In­
terfaith Activities of the Union of Ameri­
can Hebrew Congregations ... Immanuel 
Lewy is a Bible scholar and member of 
our Editorial Board. 

I.E. 
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MOSES A D THE ORIGI "AL TOR.\II, hY \bha I lill<:l 'il\'cr \la ·millan), 
\ _, ,, \or! ·, 1961. 1 ' pp .. ,.9-. 

ln hi most ru:cnt "or!,, \bba I Jilk) . "ih er h.1, a 1-nl ,111 cnormou I~ . i~ntficrnt que rion : \\hat 
ekmcm, of our Biblical tradition \\ lTe ori!!'irul \\ it h \ lose ;; Simulr:meou . h, he i conccrnul 
,, 1th . uch corollaq comiderarion. as \lo -~ .. • dcpcn knee upon prior traditi;>n ( borh I kbraic 
,md oth n, i: and the fore of ,\loses' m ssage during the ensuing puio { of J '\\ i h hi ,tor) up 
to the third ccntur~ L F . 

. ih lf u. the rcrlll "\ \ onl. " (O'i::l ) to denote thl "original Tor.1h of \ lo:e ·." ·1 h 
authors t hc.-is maintains th;n \\ c discm er t hesc pristine "\ \ ords .. ( 1) in the I >ccalogue accor ling 
to the ( :m cnant ( :o k, I· , {. _o, 1) in the I )c...calogue accord in~ ro rhe I kutcronomic Cod ', 
I >cur. -, and (, in other pass;1ge • of the aforementioned ( 'odl ,. plu-.; the I lolincs: ( '.ode. \ cc< r<l­
ing to thi thcon, 'ca ·h onl' ot the \\on.I. oft he I kc1loµuc i, r;- pie.ii of .1 \\ hole cat egnry and 
\LIS prob;1hl) .·elected for its cardinal and rcprescntatiu.· d1aractn" (p. ; -). Sih er d rll'" nor cLlim 
lut the ''\\ ·ords ., \\ c1-c the spccil-ic.: uncranccs or \ loses ; hut in s11hsr;rncc...·, he 11uint,1ins, ''the) 

rcpre:rnt the bod) of hi · tc .. 1chin~s .is \ arim1sl~ rcporred. phrased .m I par.1phra nl h,· later 
gcmTations" (p. 77) . . \·ithcr eon litional nor n-rcrnoniaL h • l' ··\\ or1b'' of 11mL1l guidance 
po ·. c. ,cd a I )I\ inc authorir;- \\·hi ·h only br · r c111K· ro h • a ociated "irh the remainder of the 
I orah. 

·1 he the i, rl . t he:n ii . llpon ~m i111a~l.: of \ lo. c...·s a. ;t 'rc...l i~ iou: pionelT., llHffl' concern d 
\\ irh bro· d rrurhs .. 1hour :rn: icl) than with hl' elaboration of a cod of Lrn , rmul or C\en 
rhcolog;,. ln rhis rL'. peer, . ·ihcr norcs \lo:c:' p:1ralkl to other pioncns , uch .1:-, Zarathusrra, 
Confucius :md Jcsu. . \1 . ' i11~1i, .\ loses drc,,· upon the "l,,asicall~, monorhci~.1ic" foirh of rhe 
parri~1rd1, . But he g:n • further depth to that old tradition through the I lc.1 of the ( :m l'n._mr \\ hi ·h 
• OJK' tlld the ,, ay for di,1k ·ti • in rcli~1on." ·e\\ ck·mcn . highlightin~ th;n l'\pcriu1ec inclu led 
a thornugh-g·oing opposition to polrthei:m and idolatq and the emlTgcrn.:c nf brad from a ~roup 
of tribe: ro a people. 

Depcn fin~ large!~ upon ~1 quotation fro111 \\. F. \!bright, .'ihn rnntl'llds that \lo. c fi,cd 
for all time the ( ,o { ·nn<.:cpt of Ju1.fai . m, \\ ith "no apprc<.:ialik- di tferrnce·· bu,, lL'll the ( ;od of 
\l o e. and the (;od of "lkurern-1:aiah" (p. ,o . \lo-e' major "brc.11--through" in rcli~iou. 
thought, he)\\ e\ er, \\ as "a nc,,· act of creation ... nc I the product of c, olurion nor ... dcrin·d 
from hi cul ural em ironmcnr ... "Ir" ,1 • to thi "ori!!irul l'orah" that the prophet, consistcnrlr 
harl-ern:d h~Kl- \\ hen they rcpro;tched their people f,>r ha, inµ ncgln:tcd the i7 i7 i::li and the 
)i7,~ rn (la.1 · 10). 

I his \olume pos:csse. oh, iou. i111plic1tion: for the Rd,,rm Jc\\. It' it \HTe ''the univer:al 
111oral b\\ s of he original I orah "hrd1 t,,rmcd rhc l>asi . of rh • ( :m l ' ll.llll," .md if i11dcc I the:· 
.1podicti • pr<HH>uncuncms ,, ere central ro the po. t-C\ilic: po. ttion , then" c h.l\ e further hi . rori ·al 
ju. tilic:1rion for our religious po. ition. 

I .i kc 1110. r I hou~htful \\ ork • on the Bible, thi: is more rlun an attempted ru:othl ruction )fa 
liternr~· rr.1dirion; i is a ,ie\, ofhistor:, Con. idernl frolll this p·rspecti\l'. lim,c,cr, \l11s,·.l',111d 

t!tl' Ori!!,ill,tl JrJ/'.r/J i-. disquieting. ·1 o be ·urc, , 'ih er .'Ollll ri111L, rccoµni1e • hm, the ''drca I 
e,igl·11eies of the time:" ·,rn hape rcliµious arriwde . Too often, h,rn c, er, his histort ·al anal~ sis 
i. trndcmiou. . I his i.- 1-c, e.1kd c:pec1all~ \\ hen he inquires into thl. n,mm: o( the i7 , , 
embraced l>: rhe l'\ilcs returninµ from Bab~ Ionia and by the ,11cn·, i, e gc11c...-ration:. 'ih er 
proper! notes the considerable \\eight \\hich .\la la<.:hi, J'1ra and 'chrn1iah pl..icc on . uch spc<.:iti<.: 
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ritual and cusrom as crccring and maintaining the Tempi , tithing, . a rific :, and off ,rinic of the 
first fruits and the tirsr-born mah:~ (pp. 1; ~ f.). rhe:e pr<:ccpt: \\'ere not part of the original 
Torah :rare: Sih er. 

\ \ 'ith rhi: c, i kn ~c prl':cnrcd, . 'iln-r then proceed. , noncthclc .. , to argu that th • original 
moral reaching: of .\ lose: (Cl' :n \\ l'IT still foremost in the mind, of th faithful. . u h a. 
Zechariah and\h P. almi . t. Bur ,'ikcr makes no mention of Zechariah'. per. istcnt rcfcrmc . to 
th building- of the Temple, the pric:thood and fast da~. none of which , ih er bc:lic\'C. ro ha, c 
b n original with .\lo. cs. The P:alm. , especially r t9, arc mor c gent vid nee, but the~ hardly 
su. rain . o . \\' cping a conclu. jon a. the claim that " ... gener llr . p a king ... wh n th Torah 
is apo. trophiz d by th faithful of the early po. t xi lie ccnturie. it i. rhe . pirirual t aching. that 
they ha,·c in minJ" (p. r 76). Thi: ma) ha,·c been true, bur th (Tid n e pr s med do ·: not 
jmtify the claim. 

~1orcm·cr, who arc the ''faithful''? .ould it be that in certain hi . tori al . tru tur . n i. mo:t 
'faithful" to the intent of \lo. cs by gi, ing· con r tc form to hi . more gen ral c.: mrnandm nr:? 

Other in. ranees of tcndcntiou:ncs. and over. implification include di . cu .. i ns of the 'mono­
chci. m" of .\ braham, \ loses and Dcutero- lsaiah, \\ irh ut adequately di . tingui hing bern-cen the 
Cod concepts of \\'hich men arc capable in radically different hi . rorical p rio k 

In another regard, the ,rnthor conrmds tlut the l yal follmH·r . of YI I\ ' [ I "\\'ere nor \Tr~ 

much :ha ken b) the dcstru ·tion of the • r em pk' (p. 16j). \\ 'ere the p r, i. t nt arrempts to re­
build the Temple di:lo~ al? .\ 1nrcm er, \\'hat sh .. 1ll ,re say of uch later tracts a. i1::li, ~ ~ ,, herein 
the loss of the Temple hccmT1c: the core concern? 

l n one in. ranee, Si h-er argues that \ lose.· offered no l:rn s wh.ich might be subject ro d1ange 
with the Yar) ing economic and snci :-11 condirions (p. 7 :>). Bur only a few pages later, \\ c learn 
that ;\lose . ' ,, ildcrness lcgisbtion i: un tcrst::mdal.lc only our of the Egyptian conte\:t and in 
anticipation of ,anaan (p. 3, 11. ,). Firhcr rh • 'orirrinal Torah" " ·a. relative to the hi:rorical 
structure or it "as not. To this re, ic, er, Si kcr would .·c m to ha,-c it both ways. 

. few error. in Biblical reference: . hould be c rrcctcd tn am· future edition: 
One can only prai:e rhc . cope of Sih cr's , ision and rhe :ig-,;ific,111cc of his umkrrakinf,!. I le 

ha. pro,·idcd u. with a Yaluahlc tir:r tool in understanding: the .\lo:aic origins of the Torah. 
\\ "hilc hi,' phi lo. ophy of hi.story is nor mine and hi .' Biblical anal ·si . is t o often abhn.·,·iate<l, he 
opens the door to an c\:citing :peculation on the fr)rmatin· period of Judai. m. 

AMERICA S OF JEWISH DESCE T, :\ Comp ndium of Genealogy. Compikd 
b .\ lalcolm 11. .. 't ·rn, Publication . 'o. \ • of the . m rican fc\\"i h . rchivcs Hebrew 
Union College Pre::), Cincinnati 1960, 1 1 x r-; 307 Pages. 

One undertakes a 1-c, i ·,, of rliis um1!--ual , olum "irh mi .,(_·d feeling, of awe an I admiration . 
Thi. pioneer publicnion in the ti ·Id of .\mcrican-J ·,, ish history is for rhc re. car -her, the hi:torian 
and the specialist engaged in tracing- the hi . tory of families and their descendant . . 

Thi . work i: the re:ult of the aurhor's jm cnilc enthusiasm for royal genealogy . .\s he 
marur(d, he rode hi: h bl>y . criously and ,, ,1s inspire I to continu his genealogical rc::carch 
while . tudying for the rabbinate. 

Dr .. rcrn cho. e the year 1 .+<> ,1s the cur-off dat . ince it diminated the large migration of 
Jew, fr m German) following the abortive r rnlution, in \\ 'c, t rn Europ in , 4 . Certain 
famili arri,·jng in _ \mcrica, thereafter have b n include f , inc they wer conn c d gcnea-
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THIS work b the ra i of le a.n s 
Temple undertake to determine ,what 

the original Torah of Mo ':as, whe~e 
it i LO be found, and how it f "tred. m 
I rael and in Judah. Rabbi il r main-

• th t "Mo was the fou.nder of tams a . 
the first ethical and piritual monothe1 -

. . k' d" ( ci 3) that 
tic religion of rr..an m P: . -.> • • 

hi nothei m had no poht1c il ongm t mo . 
( p. 34), that it wa uni er al arid time-
I s (p. 34· ee al op. 136 ) hat the 
"Mo aic YHVH tradition had .10 place 

t 0 

I 2 

. h d, ' TTf• 
for <;a r1fice or pne t oo \ .P· . . , , 

compare p. I 5 I ) ' that the c ir1gmal 

1nterpr 

Torah often was "ignored or flouted" 
but always had "its stout champions 
and defenders,' ( p. 142), and that, al­
though the prophets "spoke with the 
authority of divine inspiration," they 
always spoke as "restorers of the true 
and ancient faith" ( p. 40 ) , their prophe­
cies repre enting no "new theological 
or ethical development in the religion 
of Israel" ( p. 4 1 ) . 

According to Dr. ilver, the Cove­
nant Code ( Exod. 20-23), the Holi­
ness Code (Lev. 19-26), and the 
Deuteronomic Code (Deut. 5-28) 
were all pre-exilic ( p. 89), e en though 
all three underwent later revi ion and 
supplementation. The variously ap­
pended statutes and ordinance , how­
ever, are "easily distinguishable,, ( p. 

135). The original Torah taught by 
Moses con isted of divine words-moral 
and spiritual imperative -directed to 
every man and woman; concerning 
these "the three code are in remarkable 

agreement" (p. 127 and pp. 137-141 ). 
The impre ion recei ed by this re­

viewer is that too much is claimed for 
Mo es and the original Torah and too 
little ignificance i a cribed to later 
development in Hehr w religiou hi -
tory. Surely the greatne and even 
the uniquen of Mo e may be ac­
knowledged without contending or im­
plying that the work of hi piritual 
ucc or was only to recall to re tate, 

and to reformulate. Indeed, the Rabbi 
himself at tim tend to counter hi 
own th i . peaking of the prophe 
he writ "They introduc d the M -
siani otif which wa to ain u h 
empha IS in uh equent centuri 
42) . Or again, " om of th 

teaching , phra ed differently, have 
reached us from other ancient sources, 
some of them considerably antedating 

the age of Mo " ( p. 43). 
Although the author i a man of 

cholarship and frequently cites ources 
widely garnered, there were time when 
the reader found him elf a king: What 
i th evidence for thi judgment or that 
concl ion? For instance, "Sabbath 
first appears in J ewi h histor a a day 
of r t which was ordained at the time 
of the Exodus from Egypt .... It is 
quite likely that Mo e in tituted the 
Sabbath day as a ymbol of the people's 
deliverance from unremitting slave 
labor in Egypt and as a ign of their 
new life of freedom" ( p. 130). Or 
again, "V./ e have no rea on to a ume 
that they [ the I raelite deported by 
Sargon II] were more harshly treated 
than the later J udean deporte m 
Bab lon ... " (p. 158). 

Som tim the language is a bit con­
fusing or mi leading, a in "Jew of the 

orth'' ( p. I 63) or in referring to 
David a "a gifted mu ician and poet 
to whom ome of the psalm can be 
a cribed" ( p. 7 1 ) or in characterizing 
the Rechabite a "puritanical" ( p. 
161 ) or in d cribing the prophetic 
work of o e a "sui generis" (p. 37), 
or in di patching Elijah "to heaven by 
a whirlwind in a chariot of fire and 
horse of fire ( II Kings 2 : 1 1 ) '' ( p. 
94) or in quoting a phra e from Le iti­
cu 20: 23 wh n p aking of the con­
tent of the ovenant Code (p. 107). 

ntion of the poin not in-
t nd d to d n the merit of th book. 

or th work refl t the a n d judd 
m nt of an min nt pok m n f ~f 
Ar erican J udai m it contain ma 
p vocati e ugg tion , comments, a 

h and it i r comm nd d to 
tud n of r Ii ion. 

G. URRAY B CH 
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0. T. Heritage 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, ITS ORIGINS AND 

COMJ>OSITION. By Curt Kuhl. John 
Knox, $4.50. 

MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TORAH. By 
Abba Hillel Silver. ~acmillan, IJ.50. 

Goo's COVENANT OF BLESSING. By John 
P. Milton. Augustana, 3.95. 

♦ IT WAS INEVITABLE that advances 
made in Old Testament re earch in re­
cent decades would eventually force the 
rewriting of the standard introduction to 
O.T. literature. Since 1950 several new 
introductions have appeared, and a glance 
at current publication announcement 
shows that others can be expected im­
minently, the work not only of American 
and English O.T. scholars, but also of 
German and Scandinavian scholars in 
English translation. 

In the latter category stands Curt Kuhl' 
little volume, which fir t came out in 
195, as Die Entstehung des Alten Testa­
ments and now i ably rendered into Eng­
lish by C. T. M. Herriott. This rather com­
pendiou pre entation of the ha ic fact,; 
relating to the historical background. 
content, literary compo ition, date and 
author hip of each of the O.T. book 
should prove mo t satisfactory to any 
one seeking a reliable brief treatment of 
uch matters. After an introductory chap­

ter in which he discusse seriatim the 
authority, criticism, transmission, canon 
and literary character of the O.T. (only 
with respect to "authorit " did this 
reader find the di cussion disappointing), 
Kuhl takes up analy is of the book in 
their Hebrew order: the Law (Pen­
tateuch), Fonner Prophet , Latter Proph­
et , and the Writing , concluding with 
a short appendix on the Apocrypha. 
Throughout he writes with precision and 
clarity, so that his text is very readable 
and easy to assimilate. Moreover, hi 
critical judgments are on the whole bal­
anced and sound, representing the best 
conclusions of German (and, for the 
most part, American) O.T. scholar hip. 
A highly useful literary chronolo ical 
table and a bibliography are appended 
to the volume. Though the latter un­
dentandably abounds in German work , 
many in English are al listed, som 
apparently added by the tran lator. 

The volumes by ilver and Milton are 
less general in theme than is Kuhl' . Both 
focus attention on a subject that has 
increasingly occupied the intere t of con­
temporary O.T. scholarship; viz., Law 

and Covenant. Rabbi Silver's purpose is 
to explain what the original Torah of 
Moses was, where it is to be found, anrl 
how it fared in I rael and Judah (p. x) . 
He concludes that the original (i.e., 
oldest) Torah was made up of the largely 
apodictic "pure moral teachings and pre­
cepts" (as opposed to the genera11 casuis­
tic ritual and juridical laws) which go 
hack uh tantia]]y to Moses and which 
can be found, outside the Decalogue, scat­
tered principally through the three major 
le~al ode (Covenant, HoJine~. and Deu­
t<'ronomic) preserved in the O.T., though 
of ten r £erred to by the prophets when­
ever they employed the word torah. This 
original Torah survived all the vici -
si tudes of Jewi h history, including the 
covenant people's not infrequent flouting 
or ignoring it and the rabbis' making 
legal fences around it. It found expres-
ion in the Sermon on the Mount and 

came to the Western world through both 
Christianity and Judai m. Beyond doubt, 
Rabbi Silver's eloquent exposition of the 
nature and history of Israel's ethical her­
itage compels acknowledgment of the 
~eat debt owned to Judaism for pre erv­
ing it and contributing it to the world. 

,vriting primarily for the nontechnical 
reader, the author does not burden hi 
book with complex arguments or detailed 
documentation of his (or opposed) views. 
Thus, though he argue with per ua-
ive force for the original nonritual 

character of the Mosaic Torah, for its 
provenance and initial d po ition in 

orth Israelite circles, for the influence 
upon Moses of the Egyptian Akhenaten 
reformation, and for the de ignation of 
Jethro a the fir t convert to the Yahweh 
faith (against the old Kenite theory of 
the origins of Yahwism), the untutored 
reader should be warned that all these 
views have their vocal opponents, some 
of whose opinions are as cogent as Rabbi 

ilver' . For the Christian reader the most 
disappointing feature of the book is it 
almo t total lade. of theological perspec­
tive. The original Torah of Mose is 
not properly t within or related to its 
full cont t in I raelite faith a pr nted 
by the biblical writer . The impression 
left is that a pure ethical religion 
con tituted the essence and chief value 
of Mo aism. Without derogating the im­
Rortance of this conclusion, it must allo 
be av rred that it inadequacy for the 
Chri tian interpreter is audal. 

Prof. Milton's work undertakes the fun­
damental task. of relating the Abraha­
mic covenant in Genesis with the total 

Books 

biblical revelation and i writt n within 
a Christian frame of reference. In suc­
cessive chapters Milton set forth the 
meaning and religious significance of the 
concept of covenant, defends the general 
historicity of the man Abraham and the 
background against which he is placed 
in the Genesis narratives, analy1es in 
detail the covenant passages in the pa­
triarchal stories and relates these in turn 
to the Exodus redemption, the Sinai Cov­
enant, Israel's "ba. ic theology" and Jer • 
miah's "New Covenant," concluding with 
a survey of Abraham in N.T. teaching 
and an explanation of how the Abra­
hamic covenant is to be understood in 
light of "the New Covenant in Jesus' 
blood." In his footnotes and bibliography 
as well as in the text itself, the author 
shows some awareness of recent O.T. 
scholarship on this extremely important 
subject, but all too often he either neg­
lects or treats insufficiently the stimulat­
ing insights of such significant O.T. the­
ologian as von Rad, Eichrodt, and G. 
Ernest Wright. He appears unable to di ­
vorce himself with the necessary rigor 
from the peculiar framework which 19th 
century conservative theology imposed 
upon the biblical revelation, and mat­
ters are not helped any by his style, 
which tend toward the pleonastic and rep­
etitious. On the face of it, Prof. Milton's 
conservatism need not have prevented him 
from writing a book properly summariz­
ing and assessing the major contributions 
of modern research and biblical theology 
on "God's Covenant of Blessing." Such 
a book. in Engli h is needed. Unfortu­
nately, Prof. Milton has not written it. 

GEORGE M. LANDES. 



Behind the Dazzle 
(Continued froni Page 1) 

J1.nd effortless blessing'' of llfe 
when it is rightly apprehended 
makes Mr. Updike the kind of 
religious writer that every seri­
ous romantic must be. 

The intensity with which he 
perceives this intrinsic blessing 
of life, however, seems to him 
incommunicable. Writers, he be­
lieves, "walk through volumes 
of the unexpressed and like 
snails leave behind a faint 
thread excreted out of [them­
selves]." These observations all 
come from "The Blessed Man 
of Boston, My Grandmother's 
Thimble, and Fanning Island," 
one of two experimental stories 
at the end of "Pigeon Feathers," 
in which Mr. Updike puts to­
gether three wholly unrelated 
episodes that seem to him im­
ages of life blessed, images that 
would be, if he could wholly in­
voke them, full of joy, "just as 
a piece of turf torn from a 
meadow becomes a gloria when 
drawn by Duerer." But he de­
spairs of realizing life that 
fully. "As it is," he tells the 
reader, "you, like me, must take 
it on faith." 

THIS. is not, of course, faith 
in the conventional sense; one 
should not be misled by Mr. 
Updike's frequent references to 
clergymen and church services: 
these are the accidents of his 
subject-matter, of the Olinger 
that he remembers. But a reli­
gious sense of the sacredness of 
life itself, with its accompany­
ing sense of the absolute horror 
of death, is at the very center 
of his perception. 

As he says in the almost too 
brilliant story, ''Lifeguard," 
"Young as I am, I can hear in 
myself the protein acids tick-

ing; I wake at odd hours and 
in the shuddering darkness and 
silence feel my death rushing 
toward me like an express 
train." The lifeguard of this 
story is concerned with the life 
of the spirit, and what he 
knows is that ••every seduction 
is a conversion." "Scmeday," he 
believes, "my alertness wiJJ bear 
fruit; from near the horizon 
there will arise. delicious, trans­
lucent, like a green bell above 
the water, the call for help, the 
call, a call, it saddens me to 
confess, that I have yet to hear." 
To have that vocation is to be 
saved by saving, by experienc­
ing a love that is intensely and 
specifically physical, because 
"our chivalric impulses go 
clanking in encumbering biolog­
ical armor." 

This is the special significance 
of the second large group of 
stories irL "Pigeon Feathers," 
the recollections of married 
love. Like the egisodes of mar­
ried love in "Rao bit, Run," they 
are unqualifiedly candid because 
they are dealing with the su­
preme moment, the moment at 
which the blessedness of life 
realizes itself, in the vivifying 
context of family life, with the 
maximum intensity-or seems, 
in memory, to have done so. 

"Pigeon Feathers" is not just 
a book of very brilliant short 
stories; it is a demonstration of 
how the most gifted writer of 
his generation is coming to 
maturity; it shows us that Mr. 
Updike's fine verbal talent is no 
longer pirouetting, however 
gracefully, out of a simple de­
light in motion, but is begin­
ning to serve his deepest in­
sight, that his "Love's Labor's 
Lost" and even his "Romeo and 
Juliet" (that is "Rabbit, Run") 
are now behind him. 

The Thirst We Have 
"(Continued from Page 7) 

houses at the College. Some of 
the students, in fact. paid their 
board with wheat or malt. And, 
further on, in speaking of the 
academic life, Mr. Baron points 
out that Vassar Colle_ge gained 
its name and first endowment 
(more than $400,000) from the 
brewer - philanthropist Matthew 
Vassar. 

In reading thts book it is in­
teresting to note that lager 
beer predominantly favored in 
this country today, was practi­
cally if not totally unknown un­
til the "German engulfment of 
the American brewing industry, 
which began here in the Eight­
een-Forties.'' Prior to that time 
the drink was an English- or 
Dutch-type brew. 

One of the most fascinating 
chapters in the book deals with 
the "Victory of the Drys." It 
concerns among other things 
the ticklish political overtones 
in a candidate's declaring him­
self for or against prohibition. 
The question made politicians 
"cynical in their aJJegiances 
and public utterances." 

In 1908 when the Anti-Saloon 
League was a formidable force 

MARCH 11, 1'62 

to be reckoned with, Theodore 
Roosevelt offered this advi.ce to 
William H. Taft, the Republican 
candidate: "If ever there was a 
wicked attitude it is that of 
those fantastic extremists who 
advocate a law so drastic. that 
it cannot be enforced, knowing 
perfectly well that lawlessness 
and contempt of the law fol­
low. But as a mere matter of 
precaution I would be careful 
to put in your hearty sympathy 
with every effort to do away 
with the drink evil. You will 
hardly suspect me of being a 
prohibitionist crank; but such 
hideous misery does come from 
drink that I cordially sympa­
thize with any successful effort 
to do away with it or minimize 
its effects . . . My experience 
with prohibitionists, however, is 
that the best way to deal with 
them is to ignore them." 

There are hundreds of equally 
absorbing passages in "Brewed 
in America," though they are 
linked with passages that are 
tedious and dulJ. Had he chosen 
Mr. Baron doubtlessly could 
have made the book infinitely 
more readable, but it is prob­
ably to his credit that he has 
stuck to the facts, no matter 
how cold and ctry. 

,. 

Are you being held DOWN 
beeauie -you dollt ~PEAi< UP'l · -

Do you know the one skill 
virtually all successful folk 
share? The one lack that is 
business and education's big'­
gest problem? The one factor 
without which the best ideas 
are useless? It is simply the 
ability to communicate - the 
ability t.o tell and sell your 
ideas to others. 

modernized and streamlined 
for today's busy people, are 
now available in a clear, con­
cise book that can give you 
the key to this indispensable 

If you've ever said 'I can't 
make a speech' ... 'I don't 
know how t.o explain the 
things' ... 'I get tongue-tied 
in a group' - it's time you 
learned what Dale Carnegie 
discovered fifty years ago: 
effective speaking isn't a com­
plicated art or a magic gift 
it is a basic skill that anyon~ 
- from housewife to execu­
tive - can learn. 

Dale Carnegie has taught this 
skill t.o hundreds of thousands 
and his tested, proven meth­
ods can teach it to you. These 
methods, completely revised, 

skill ... 

from 
experience with 

a million students -
a complete revision of 

o/JJ,E ,JEGIE'~ 
c,AR classic 
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The Jewish Religion-What It Was and What It Means Today 

MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TORAH 
By Abba Hillel Sil~er 

Now, when religious unity and understanding 

arc so desperately needed, this penetrating study 

reaches back through the speculative haze of cen­

turies to trace the actual origins of Judaism 
along a startling new line. Dr. Silver brings new 

insight to the pure and unmistakably dear teach­
ings of Moses and points out, for all time, the 

common heritage of Christians and Jews. 

$3.95 at your bookstore 
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CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL - Established 1890, Atlantic City, New Jersey 
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~ Crnturp of 3Jcw1sb ((h1plnmcp 
FRIDAY. APRIL 6 AT 8: 15 P.l\l. 

In commemoration of 100 years of Ser\'icc. b) 
me1·ican Rabbis as Jewish Ch,.plains in U 

Anned Forces. since Lincoln's , ppomtm~nt of Re\ 
Frankel of Philadelphia, April, 1862, and sugg •stcd 
by Special umtcr of "Jewi h Digest," and other 
looks and booklets. 
"Lamplighters": Dr. and Ir·. Matthew lolitch 

• 
SATURDAY. APRIL 7 AT 10: 45 A 1\1. 

IIow True Is A Tahu? 
Tazriah- Lcviticu: 12 

• 
FRIDAY, APRIL 13 AT 8: 15 P.M 

THE PORTRAITS OF ,10 'E ' 
Pre-Pas over Survey of Portrait. and culpturc. of 
Moses, and Review-Set mon of Abba Hill 1 Sih·cr's 
•· 1o es and the Original Torah." 

• 
AT RDAY, APRIL HAT 10:45 A.1\1 . 

'PLAG ES A n PLAQUES 
Iezorah L \ iticus H 

• 
SUNDAY, APRIL 15 AT 10:00 A.l\I. 

~Iodel Seder For Religiou~ School 
, All Clas · : l\Icet in ist rhood Building, 

CONCERT BY JUNIOR CHOIR 
Dir ction, Abigail Hoffm,m 

• 
Jas.sourr ~ rrutrrs 

5:00 P.M. - VESPER PASSOVER SERVICE 
T •mple anctu,ll"y. 

6: 15 P .M.- CONGREGA TIONAL SEDER 
i:t •rhood Building. 

• 
THURSDAY, APRIL 19 AT 10· 30 A.M 

FIRST DAY OF PASSOVER 

'I-low Fret• - Really - Are 

II \dar- i-.an .,72:!. umlwr H 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20 at 8: 15 P. 1. 

~ Pa~so\'t·r In Song. yi 

By Junior Choir 
Direction. Abigail Hoffman 

"Lamplight rs": Mr. and Mr.. athan HofTman 

• 
AT RDAY. APRIL 21 AT 10:45 Al\1. 

Pa ·sover ncl Easter 
1962 (5722)' 

Exodu • 33: 12 

• 
JJr- uul llussnurr rrnire 

EDE DAY,APRIL25ATI0:30A 1. 

I . , . t ., '~ 
~ 1 g1ng c1ence or r . 

MEMORIAL SECTION 

• 
FRIDAY. APRIL 27 AT 8: 15 P. 1. 

"Jews Of Cuba And o~sua -Today 
BY JOSEPH GROSSMAN 

··Lamplight r:": l\Ir. and Mis. Harry Tcblum 

• 
SATURDAY, APRIL 28 at 10: 45 A.M 

' lligh Priest ancl llighcr Prophet 
Ahary-L viticu 16 

• 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 

ea:-1de Hotel. Boardv,:alk at Pennsylvania Avenue 

4::10 P.i\1.-A NUAL i\lEETI G 
6: 15 P. ~U.-l)inner a1ul Progran1 

Installation of Officer~ 
Addrt•~~: J DAI I A D 

~ ORLI) OF CRI I 
By: J)R. ELLI , RI KI 

Prof ·:or of H 1 ·lory 
H bre\.,, nion oil ge 



In the World of BOOKS 
Guide for the Modern Perplexed 

Reviewed by CHARLES E. SHULMAN 

MAN'S BEST HOPE. By Roland B. too literally in terms of a Cosmic 
Gittelsohn. Random House. 200 pp. Person at a time when we should be 
$3.95 capable of more abstract thought. The 
Roland Gittelsohn, distinguished purposeful order we perceive in na-
• • l I d f T 1 I 1 ture . . . the exciting, though some-

spmtua ea er O emp e srae ' times excruciating, development from 
Boston, attempts in this book to protozoan to man ... the principle of 
reconcile science with religion. In organization which permeates and uni-
effect, he advances a guide for the fies every manifestation of existence 
perplexed humanity of our time. He from the remotest galaxy to the 
contends that neither conventional minutest cells within our bodies; all 
religion nor conventional science can this we should now be able to con-
by themselves solve man's spiritual ceive • as Energy or Power or Force or 
difficulties today. Man's best hope in Intelligence rather than Person. 
this age of anxiety can arise from a The author's eloquent argument 
new combination of both - science for a non-personal conception of 
tempered by spiritual values and re- God recalls Albert Einstein's theory 
ligion modified by the insights of of Cosmic Religion, so persuasively 
science. Rabbi Gittelsohn pursues the set forth in the scientist's book of 
belief that each person must seek for that title. The late Dr. S. M. Mela­
himself the kind of religious orienta- med, a keen student of philosophy, 
tion congenial to his best self. In the once observed after hearing Einstein 
preparation of his book he leans expound this theory that it would be 
heavily on the findings of biology, awfully hard to "daven physics"-to 
physics, psychology and philosophy in pray in terms of such association be­
recent years and points out that the tween the human and the divine. Dr. 
ethical ideals of man are buttressed Gittelsohn does not think so, and his 
by the composition of the universe chapters on prayer constitute per­
itself. The cosmos is moral in de- haps the most interesting parts of his 
sign. If man is, physically, a response book. But there will be not a few 
to and the product of the universe, who will disagree with his thesis. 
then logically the same must hold Whether this book will win many ad­
true spiritually. herents to the author's point of view 

The author's God - conception or not, it remains challenging and 
would appear to be within the struc- stimulating, careful in its documen­
ture of the universe. Striving to be tation and honest in its evaluation of 
the best human being possible is the one contemporary dichotomy be­
closest we can come to an approxi- tween religious theory and practice 
mation of the divine. By reducing today. 
the all-inclusive character of God, 
Rabbi Gittelsohn approaches the 
humanist concept of religion which 
would the more readily win the ap­
proval of scientists like Harlow Shap­
ley of }!arvard ( who leaves God out 
of the scientific picture) than the 
Jewish traditional concept of God­
and this includes Reform Judaism as 
well as the other branches. 

In his chapter called "The Crux 
of the Matter at Last," Rabbi Gittel­
sohn tells us that we would do better 
with our religious associations if we 
changed our concept of God from a 
Person to a Process. Man no longer 
finds it necessary to personify the 
forces of nature. In earlier times, 

[man] could understand a storm only 
as a cosmic temper tantrum, differing 
only in degree from his own occasion­
ally wrathful behavior. We have pro­
gressed far beyond that point as far 
as storms are concerned, but still think 

A Challenging Work 
MOSES AND THE ORIGINAL TO­

RAH. By Abba ~j)lel Sihre.c. Mac­
millan. 188 pp. $ .95 
Moses is the central human figure 

in Jewish religious history. He is 
known and revered by tradition as 
the father of the prophets, lawgiver, 
and modest but forceful leader of 
his people. Since the beginnings of 
the critical approach to the Bible, 
scholars have sought to pass judg­
ment on hi very existence, the na­
ture of his contribution and his role 
in the development of Jewish re­
ligion. 

In the early days of biblical criti­
cism, it was common to deny the 
historicity of Moses. In more recent 
times, however, scholars have ·come 
to admit that Moses did in fact live. 
But scholars still differ about his 
place in the rise of monotheism and 

the ethical principles which mark 
the works of the later prophets. 

Biblical scholars commonly view 
the prophetic writings, with their 
opposition to emphasis on cult and 
sacrifice, as the product of evolu­
tion, representing a later stage in 
ancient Jewish history. In his inter­
esting and challenging work, Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver presents a dif­
ferent theory about Moses and the 
prophets, and their respective con­
tributions to Judaism. Rejecting the 
notion that moral ideals must "evolve 
from unconscious human behavior," 
he asserts that the ethical idealism 
of the Bible was the deliverate prod­
uct of Moses' unique genius. There 
was, the author holds, an original 
Torah of Moses which consisted en­
tirely of moral principles without 
any ritual, priesthood or sacrifice. 
Moses accepted the religion of Abra­
ham, but rejected the entire system 
of sacrifice. This original work of 
Moses is embodied in the Words, 
which Rabbi Silver attempts to re­
produce from the various codes in 
the Bible. Only in later times did 
the Torah become overlaid by mat­
ters of lesser importance. Curious­
ly, in his view that Mosaic doctrine 
spumed the entire sacrificial system, 
Rabbi Silver follows the views of 
Freud in the latter's undistinguished 
work, Moses and Monotheism. 

The prophets, in the view of the 
author, were not essentially inno­
vators. By their deprecation of sacri­
fice they came to remind the people 
of the now forgotten Original Torah. 

Rabbi Silver also attempts to trace 
the ancient history of Israel. The 
tribe of Judah, he maintains, may 

ever have entered Egypt. The origi­
al Torah is, then, the literary prod­
ct of the orthem tribes of Israel 
ho alone w re led from Egypt by 

Mose . In the course of time, writers 
changed the historical records to 
harmonize the past history of all the 
trib s. The author even assumes, 
without proof, that the ight of 
Commemoration associated with the 
Passover festival was more popular 
among the tribes of Northern Israel. 

There are, of course, passages in 
which the prophets severely criticized 
the manner in which the people 
worshipped God. The prophets sum­
mon the people to a life of justice 
and call for an end to oppression. 
Indeed, both Amos and Jeremiah, 
in famous passages, declare that the 
Israelites did not offer sacrifices dur-
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WHAT GENTILES THOUGHT OF US 
THE JEW IN A GENTILE \\.ORLD. 

edited by mold A. Rogow (Macmil­
lan) 3 4 pp .. "'5.05. 

FOR the 2,000 year that Jew have 
lived in a Gentile world they have ex­

cited in their neighbor a ,Yide range of 
feeling-from admiration and affeclion to 
murderou contempt-but alway the Jew 
wa regarded a eparale and different. 
)fr. Rogow ha compiled an intere ting 
election of the writing of Gentiles which 

reflect tho e attitude . 
The book begins with ome of the 

fleeting reference to J cw in Greek and 
Roman writing . The early day of Chris­
tianity are poorly repre ented; the atyp­
ical voice of Emperor Julian, who prom­
i ed to rehuild the Temple at J eru alem. 
is included. The ection on the Middle 
Ages begin "·ith a erie of anti- emitic 
decree by French. pani h. and German 
king . While the clergy generally in pired 
or condoned governmental re trictions on 
Jewi h freedom. Pope Gregory X in 1272 
debunked the wide pread charge of Jew­
i h ritual murder . 

The modern period reveal a more ex­
tended and ophi ticated analy i of the 
Jew. a well a the recurrence of ancient 
canard . \\'erner ombart, German econ­
omi t who became a ·azi. find Judai m 
and ca pi tali. m are ba ically ynonymou . 
hut Hitler hate lhe Jew a. the leader 

ociali m. Khru hchev reveal sorn~ of 
the tereotyped notion about J ewi~ joh 
predilection that abound in the "Ea tern 
European area. England's greate t p y­
chia tri t. Erne t Jone.. in a loo-brief 
· election, ugge t that the J ewi h di­
lemma terns from their belief that they 
are God' cho en people and therefore 
different. even while they seek ties with 
the larger community. 

The American ection compri e alrno t 
half the book. beginning with Puritan 
fa cination for their few JewLh neighbor. 
and the Founding Father ' re p ct and 
affection for them. Mark Twain ' cele­
brated e ay concerning the Jew i r -
printed in full. The Dcarbom ludepcud­
ent of Henry Ford and the glowing trib­
ute of Pre ident Grover Cleveland land 
in dramatic contrast. 

Inevitably ome famous commentarie 
on the Jewi h ituation will be mi ed: 

oltaire, Le in , Belloc. and T . . Eliot 
are ab ent here. More important i the 
failure of the election to expose the 

WHAT DO CENilL_,.. 
THINK OF JEWS? 

"The case against the Jews is long and damning; ic would 
justify ten thou and times as many pogroms as now go 
on in the world." -H. L. Mencken 

"Your ect (Judaism) by its sufferings has furnished a 
remarkable proof of the universal spirit of religious 
intolerance .• .'' -Thomas Jefferson 

THE JEW IN A 
GENTILE WORLD 
By AnNold A. Roqow 

From the 5th century to the present 
- from Cicero to Hitler - chis pro­
vocative anthology of influential 
writings by non-Jews demon• 
scraces the changing attitudes 
of society and highlights the critical issues of present and future 
Jewish-Gentile relationships. ~5.95 at your bookstore 

- •-
How have modern Jewish 
customs deviated from 
Moses' actual teachings? 

MOSES AND THE 
ORIGINAL TORAH 

By AbbA HillEl SilvER 
Cultural assimilation and outside influences 
have resulted in extraneous considerations that 

often obscure the essence of Moses' eternal book. Abba Hillel Silver, 
one of world Jewry's most eloquent spokesmen, here re-examines 
the real nature of Moses and the boundless and dynamic teachings 

of the Torah. $3.95 at your bookstore 

Both books now at your bookstore! 

The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 
A Division of The Crowell-Collier Publishing Company 
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'nle author di cu ses the many 
facets of the people of the Torah 
- their social, economic, d.omes­
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how the development of one area 
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prophets to it. 
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with "horn '' in order to empha­
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has no "hornsn but reveal a 
very powerful dedicated and 
humble man who provided bis 
people with a chart for the time 
of their wanderings and for their 
eras of stability. A brave, bold 
man, he tood up against the re­
ligions of hi day - even those 
backed by powerful rulers such 
a the Pharaohs, and declared 
for "the One God''. 

Mose and the Torah are in­
parable for most of us, and 

thi book will ·u tify that ense 
although each one i treated 
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for the Jewish people. 
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