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The Road to Culture (Funk and Wagnalls), is an illumiJ atin(J' and allur
ing guide into the treasures, of literature , nd art whi h fur i h tbi interior 
wealth. There is a technique in their appropriation abo t \'] i.ch Gray is very 
wise. He is a sound critic, his advance covers a wide front he is both stim
ulating and su(J'ge ti e. Culture is always a nebulous or - he giv it con
tent and practical application. 

Culture b long , pos ibly, to the marginal solitarin . of life; religion 
belongs to our central lonelin . This is the seer t of it tii el ► ignificance 
and its power to reassert itself above any change or confu. • )n. Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver's eligion in a Changing World (R. R. mith far more than 
a defense of religion; it is such an affirmation and int rp1 ation of its en
during valu~ as our own time needs above almost anythin~ !l e. In makin 



...... 

111 ts not the mes1n. 
is . Neither Is Rabbi Abba lllel 

llver o! Cleveland wi thout hope be
au-,e he happens to be preaching ln 

materla lls t!c wor ld . Rabb! S11ver 
as just writ ten an inspira tional bock 
alled "Religion ln a Changing 
Vorld,'' wh ich Is publl h d b Rich
rd R , Smith, Inc. He belle\.·e• that 
l te holds out happlness in the ecog
l t!on o! growth and improvemen~. 
o~ph W. Krutch, measuring the 
odern temper, held that nothing 
ut despair confronted the lntellec
ual , who mwt come to re•'N t~ \ 
11 human e!!ort ends Jn tt!Molutlon. 
abbl Silver tlnda atrength and JoJ 
cause he can "!eel continuously the 

eem and thrust o! expanding li!e 
!thin one'a aoul, the thrill o! new 

dea.s, the throb of new purpoaea, the 
tlr of revelation and new ln.aight." 
o hlm it Is not important that aom 
en are richer than others, o l!v 

onger than others. What cou 
'Do they grow?" 

Thus we may aa that Rabbi Stlve 
ha.s, also revealed the aatisfactlon 
hat lies in what the poet called "the 

wages o! going on." And he warm 
u that the new life which breaka 
with all conventions a not new at 
all but only an acceleration o! the 
old rhythms. Soon or late we talf 
back on fundamentals, which do not 
ch ange. "The new life ls not a new 
xcltement but & new exultation

not & stimular.t but a sati11factton. 
We renew ourselves not by indulging 
our appetites but by improving oµr 
tastes. We enter new worlda throu~ 1 the gates of asplratJon." 

~ Rabbi Silver speaks with the worda 

~ o~e ;:!aec~::~e~;h;~e;h:o!h:er:i~~!c~~ 
he explains. His book makes utl11-
!ying reading ln theee days when the 
way Is hard and !llled with dl11trac
t1ons. I am glad to !lnd In hls book. 
as ln that o! Henri, recognition of 
the glory and u.sefulness o! llvlng, o! 
using our energies tor our own day 
ra er than tor a day that i11 past. 



this its January selection the Religious Book Club - tits hallmark on sterling 

silver. 
"It is still the role of religion," says Silver, "to proclaim frarlessly as 

of yore its ancient bu;rd n of God, . . . cherish an<l afeguard the vital and 

indispensable hopes of t11e race,'' nurture the spi1 t of hopefuln "!Ss among 

men, and conserve the titt~tested values of life. H evelopes all t is with a 

fascinating brilliancy of ltyle, a sureness of insight, , nd a power of practical 

application which make his book an outstanding c r tribution to c ntempor

aneous religious thought. 
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BOOK O ALE 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's n w 
book, "Religion in a Changing 

World ." will be published Wedne -
day. it was announced today by 
Richard R. Smith Inc. of New York, 

publisher . 



Dr. A. H. Silver of the Temple 
at Cleveland is undoubtedly one of 

I the foremost rabbis in the country. 
His fame is national, his ability as 
a rabbi and scholar unquestioned, 
his social mindedness and liberality 
a joy to the enlightened which is, 
you must admit, high praise, but 
with this all he has another t:alent 
-that of writer. Jn "Religion in 
a Changing World," a recent Rich
ard R. Smith publication, Dr. Sil
ver has proved again that he is a 
writer of rare talents, a writer 
who is fearless in expressing him
self. In this present book he points 
out with force and clarity t:hat re
ligious thought in this day suffers 
and is characterized by the utmost 
timidity and diffidence. Placing 
the blame squarely on the religious 
liberal forces who for the past 10 
years have been wasting their 
energy attacking Orthodoxy Dr. 
Silver shows how t:hey now find 
themselves confronted with the 
most pernicious enemies of all re
ligion-enemies that attack Liberal 
and Orthodox alike-materialism 

' and atheism. 
1 It is obvious that Dr. Silver 
stands ready to oppose this order 
of things. He contends that• the 

I 
function of religion is to resist pre
cipitate change. He asks people to 
distinguish critically between the 
novel and the new and to conserve 
regardless of cost the rich spirit-
ual heritage of the past. You will 
find in t·he pages of this book no 
wild ranting by an old greybeard 
gagging and gnawing on the nones 
of the past but a modern minister 

I asking for nothing more than that 
you use intelligence and thought be
fore you throw overboard a faith 
that has stood the test of the ages. 

Dr. Silver, whose avocation is 
the study of Jewish mysticism, is 
the author of "Messianic Specula
tion In Israel," regarded as one of 
the standard works on the subject. 

I --
Copyright 1930 by the Jewish Telegraphic 

Agency, Inc. 
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RABBI SILVER 
SIFTS ATTACKS 

ON RELIGIONS 
Writes Counter-Offense in His 

Book on Beliefs "In a 

Changing World" 
By ELRICK B DAVIS 

1 l,c Press L,urary Ed,tor 

IN the world of thought as trul 
as in war, the best defense is a 

good offense 
On that principla Rabbi Abba 

Hillel Silver of the Temple meets 
the diverse att;:ick-scientific and 
humanistic, agnostic and atheistic
upon religion. 

His counter-offense, bnlliantly 
heartening to all those who realize 
his cause needs fresh defenders, ap
pears in a series of incisive papers 
called "Religion in a Changing 
World'' (Smith, $2.50) . I 

He recognizes that, for all the . 
stout denials, the defenders of re
ligion are lately, so far as success in 
controversy goes, in a bad way. Not 
only Harry Elmer Barnes is de
manding a new religion and the 
Rev. Dr. Potter setting - up a new 
church which defies sociology. 

Rabbi Silver surveys the situation 
wiftly. The fact is that "in the 

face of the widely heralded new 
world of the scientific mold and 
temper, religious thinking, espe
cially of the liberal type, has be
come diffident and panicky. 

"Heretofore, the religious liberal 
was engaged rather pleasantly in 
attacking orthodoxy," Rabbi Silver 
says. "In that onslaught he could 
command all the battering rams of 
modern science. 

"He had a fairly ea y time of it-
t least in the realm of ideas; and 

he felt secure and a bit smug in his 
numerous triumphs over the dis
comfited creeds and dogmas of or
thodox belief. But the battle sud
denly swept far beyond the funda
mentalist-modernist sector. 

"The main pooit1on of religion it
self, of all religion, the liberal's in
cluded, are now attacked by the an
cient and bitter and powerful enemy 
-materialism and atheism. 

"And this time it is the enemy 
who is in posse::sion of the weapons 
of modern science." 



What to Do? 
NOW the orthodox relig1orust is 

in a. stronger position than the 
liberals who once kicked him about. 
Entrenched "in a supernaturalism 
a ainst which the attacking waves 
of skepticism hurl themselves m 
ain," the orthodox "is bulwarked 

behind re,•elation and tradition." 
Denied this protection, what is the 

lib ral religionist to do? With 
scienCf~ boasting how every decade 
it is chan"sing the world, how is re
li~ion to keep up with the change? 
If its old foundations have b en 
mo ed out from under it, how is it 
to find new without denying its 
very self? 

The answer, argu s Rabbi Silver, is 
that religion owes nothing to 
science and so has nothing to fear. 
Materialism is not science, but an 
interpretation of science. Modern 
'-cience has given the anti-religionist 
no new arguments ·hich were not 
known to the atomists of ancient 
Greece or to the materialists of all 
times-arguments which thru the 
ages religion has successfully met. 

The mythologies over which re
llgionists are twitted are paralleled 
by, and served the same purpose as, 
the superstitions of science's history. 

The very scientific concepts which 
now cause such a pother about 
change in the world-ideas of mat
ter, energy, time, space, cause, effect, 
the atom, the electron, etc.-are not 
"truth" but only useful fictions, ar
tifices of thought-not realities. 

"As soon as the scientist attempts 
to construct a metaphysical system 
on th basis of his scientific knowl
edge, he leaves the realm of strict 
science, and his ceredential are no 
mor impo in° than those of th 
th 0 10"' ian." 

"Far less imposing than tha of 
religion. Religion has frequently an
ticipated science; has in discovering 
all the basic truths." 



RELIGION IN A CHANGING 
WORLD 

(By Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Richard R. 
Smith, Publisher, $2.00) 

Rabbi Silver of the Temple at Cleve
land is undoubtedly one of the fore
most Rabbis in the country. His fame 
is national, his ability as a Rabbi and 
scholar unquestioned, his social mind
edness and liberality a joy to the en
lightened w'.hich is you must admit 
high praise, but with this all he has 
another talent~that of writer. In 
"Religion in a Changing World," a 
recent Richard R. Smith nublication, 
Dr. Silver has proved again that he is 
a writer of rare talents, a writer who 
is fearless in expressing himself, In 
this present book he points out with 
force and clarity that religious 
thought in this day suffers and is 
characterized by the utmost timidity 
and diffidence. Placing the plame 
squarely on the religious liberal forces 
who for the past ten years have been 
wasting their energy attacking orth
odoxy, Dr. Silver shows how they now 
find themselves confronted with the 
most pernicious enemies of all re
ligion-enemies that attack liberal 
and orthodox alike-materialism and 
atheism. The results are plain and 
in the place of a solid religion there 
is panic, confusion and humanism. 

It is obvious that Dr. Silver stands 
ready to oppose this order of things. 
He contends that the function of re
ligion is to resist precipitate change. 
He asks people to distinguish critical, 
ly between the novel and the new and 
to conserve regardless of cost the rich 
spiritual heritage of the past. You will 
find in the pages of this book no wild 
ranting by an old greybeard gagging 
and gnawing on the bones of the past 
but a modern minister asking for 
nothing more than that you use in
telligence and thought before you 
throw overboard a faith that has stood 
the test of the ages. 

Dr. Silver whose avocation is the 
study of Jewish mysticism is the au
thor of Messianic Speculation in 
Israel, regarded as one of the stand
ard works on the subject. 

* * * 



) 
Rabbi Abba. Hillel Silver, of the 

Cleveland, Ohio, Temple, one of the 
leading Jewish congregations in the 
United States, is author of "Religion J, in a Changing World," Richard R. 
Smith, a stimulating series of ad
dresses. The rabbi has been ..act.Ive 
in many social movements of hiS time 
and \\.Tites \l.ith more clarity tha.n 
is to be found in the average rellg-

l - ' ~ ious book. He is a. conservative 1n 1 

' , religion, holding that the function I ~ of religion is to resist precipitate 
r\ change, to d1stingu1sh critically be-
1 tween the novel and the new, and to 

' A conserve the religious heritage of the 
~ "" pQst. He holds that the liberal re• 

llgious forces, which have been en• 
gaged In a.n a.tta.ck on orthodoxy, 
now find themaelves confronted by a 
common foe of conae"atlves and 
liberals in religion-to wit, atheism 
and materialilm. JOHN OHl:ltIZR, 



,._ : . · ~- 1>1'silver . 
This ls not the measage of a peul- lsfactlon 

mist. Neither 1s Rabbi Abba Hillel lied "the 
of Cleveland without hope be- e warns 

ca'U.se he happens to be preaching 1n breaks 
a materialistic world. Rabbi Silver nPI at ll y 
ha Just written an Inspirational book n of the IV, , 
called "Religion In a Changing we fall WO o I I\ 
World," which Is published by Rich- do not I 11..,'-'1,l-
ard R. Smith, Inc. He believes that ot a new _,.., -,,-, \:;&-P.1/ F1 
life holds out h11pplness In the· recog- tation- r e," 
nition of growth and improvement. lllfaction. 12--/p - 3, i) 
Joseph W. Krutch, measuring the Indulging 
modern temper, held that nothing iovlng our 
but despair confronted the lntellec• 11 wough 
tual , who mu.st come to realize that 
all human effort end.I in dlaaolution. the words 
Rabbi Sliver flnda etrength and Joy tiunders o! 
because he can "feel contlnuouely the denounce, 
teem and thrust of expanding life .1.kes satls
wlthln one's aoul, the thrlll of new , when the 
tdeu, the throb of new purpoaee, the th distrac
etir of revelation and new 1IJ41ght." hl book 
To him it is not important that aome :i II i 
men are rlchef than others, or live r:ri~~ ~! I 
longer than Qthen. What counts 1a " day 
"Do they grow?" r own I rather than for a day ~nai; 18 pal!t. 



Thus we may say that Rabbi Sllver 
Ila also revealed the satisfaction 

at lies in what the poet called "the 
.,.ages o! going on." And he warns 
u that the new lite which breaks 
with all conventions 111 not new a.t 

ri 11 but only an acceleration ot the 
a ~ld rhythms. Soon or late we fall 
9 ack on fundamentals, which do not 

hange. "The new life ls not a new 
·, xcltement but a new exultation

Ir ot a. stimulant but a satls!actton. 
e renew ourselves not by indul1lng 

ur appetites but by improving our 
astes. We enter new worlds through 
he gates o! aspiration." 

Rabbi Silver speaks with the word 
r a sage rather than the thunders ot 
he preacher. He does not denounce, 
e explains. His book makes .satis

fying reading in these days when the 
ay ls hard and filled with distrac

tions. I am glad to find in his book. 
1n that ot Henri, recognition of 

he glory and w,e!ulness or living, or 
sing our energies for our own day 
ather than for a day that ls past. 

N .. 
f/Jv£W
Te1.. \?.vP-;i /1/ 
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A Monumental Work 

"Religion in a Changing World," by 

Abba Hillel Silver; Richard R. Smith 
Co.; $2.00. 

There are some books that afford 

their reviewers the most extreme 

pleasure. Such a book is "Religion 

in a Changing World," a series of ser

mons welded into a volume that will 

even.tually take its place among the 

classics; a book that is the product 

of a great mind, couched in the mof;t 

glowing terms and reaching out to

,vard those few thinking people who 

e reality of truth, beauty 
ss. It cannot depart from 
lates without complete ab
t offers also to our chang
·ts ancient moral idealism, 

which points to the twin 
eedom and responsibility, 
mates human nature with-

iercing 
utional 
e fact 

ion and 
are striving to understand the reasons church 
for the chaotic conditions existing in 

which demands 
ial objectives not 
luates mores and 
t is the call of 

our present civilization; reaching out s sanc
od will 

to those who are not only attempting e of its 
to understand but to find a solution to 

ur highest priest
ervice; our ulti
ion; our ultimate 

these problems. 

Abba Hillel Silver is not pleading 

for the adoption of religion without 

thought. In fact he does not even 

recommend it. The purpose of his 

book is to find a permanent place for 

spiritual things in a world that is 

constantly changing socially, political

ly and economically. He does not 

advocate Judaism, Christianity or any 

other religion. After all, the pur

pose of religion is to furnish man 

With a beautiful goal-to nourish his 
<dreams-to inspire him-to take his 

mind off of the dross and drag of daily 
v-alu .s and s~tisfy th hungc, vi his 

soul with things that are good and 

beautiful. All religions offer these 

spiritual foods. All religions are es

sentially alike. They seek the true, 

the good and thi> beautiful. They 

have embodied the spirit of all of 

these finer things in a personality 

called God. By searching for the joys 

of truth and justice we are ultimately 

elevating ourselves to those heights 

of spiritual achievement where man 
assumes God-like qualities. 

t every
e. Yet 
hing by 

1e ocea
n earth 

o shrive 
y speak 

and understand-

our past fruitful 
ed-bed for future 
ver striving up

and pain and 
ar we feel that 

ot offer f mind and soul 

example 
unadul-

us-keener per
inations, sound
loyalties,-then 

e greatness and 
and we may be 
the children of 

at never has so 
been so lucidly 

attern- lressed. It is a 
of per- kP, or t¥.ric , but 

times; a source of knowl
older generation, a real 

to the younger; a book 
s, yet transcends the fin. 
the world's philosophy. 

~ ,,·c.,u--...,. Gra nted that we shall never know the beginning or end of 

things. Granted th~t ""-I span of life is short and checkered. 

• • 1 ~ver be subject to accident, sorrow, 
Man's. world is circumscribed, to be sure, but it. is a so f s long as there is delight in creative 

luminous and intriguing, rich in opportunities for magmficently , joy in comradeship, happiness in 

interesting enterprises-a world of song for_ the ~oet, beau~~ nee triumphantly through the very 

for the artist, discovery for the explorer, mventrnn for t th, singing the proud song of man's 

Scientist meditation for the philosopher, resea~ch for the an carve out of the jungle gleaming 

' Id • th problems 
scholar and work for everybody, ~ wor teem~ng wi II schools and gardens, as long as he 

and adventure, full of exhilaratmg, challengmg tasks on a s, fashion sound into music and clay 

sides-ignorance to be eradicated, disease to be conquered, ~ars e can refine his instincts into ever 

to be outlawed, poverty to be stamped ~ut-a whole new kmg-rze his world after higher patterns 

dom of finer human values to be established by human hands. g may he feel free, privileged and 

The sfout of heart and the strong of faith need never want for 

combat, zest and romance in such a world. 

Abba Hillel Silver, Religion in a Changing World. 
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8onality, th r ality of truth, b auty 
and goodn s.. It cannot depart from 
thPSC' postulat s without complet ab
oication. It off r al:o lo our hang
ing "orld ils anci nt moral id alism, 
an id ali m which 11oint. to th t,\ in 
goals of fr dom and r sponsibility, 
\\ hich ublimat s human natur with
out falsifying it, and which d mand • 
loyalty to distant . o htl obj ctiv s not 
y 'L attain d. It , aluat s m 
tran nds th m. It is th 
pro1>h y." 

II beli , that our high . t pri . t-
in ocial 'n i ; our ulti • 

mat<> p ac in ducalion; our ultimate 
in gro" th and und r tand

ing. 
"I( w hav mad our past fruitful 

and our pr s nt a s ecl-b d for fulur 
gro,\ th; if we are • r striving up
ward through labor and pain and 

truggl ; if v ry year w f I that 
an add cl m asure of mind and 
ripPning has com to u l pti n., fin r di rimination , ound

r judgm nt , d p r loyalti s,- th n 
w ar aliv , and th gr atn s and 
glory of lif ar ours and w may b 
call d bl d among th children of 
1nen." 

"\\' ar onfid nt that neYer has so 
, r>lendid a C'OOC plion be n . 0 lucidly 
or o b autifully xpr s cl. It i a 
book to bP r ad not on<' or t" ic •. but , 
many, many tim s; a sour of knowl-
dg to th old r g neration, a real 

inspiration to th young r; a book 
that in lude , y t transc nds th fin
e!-'it fruit of th wor)(l's philosor)hy. 
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Religion • 
a Changing World 

THE AlvlERICA HEBNhW r 'L-/qj, 

"Primary Role Is to Proclaim Fearlessly Its Ancient Burden of Cod" 
By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

N OTHING has tran pired in the world of 
thought to shake the foundations of 
religion. o newly di covered knowl

edge necc itatc the abdication of religion. 
Modern cienc ha given the anti-r ligioni t 
no n w argum ·nt \ hi h were not known to 
the atomists of ancient Hellas or to the 
materialists of all time -argument which re
ligion has through the age countered with, 
qually potent argument . The mythologie-, 

which r ligion wa forced to urrendcr werL' 
only the ba c d grcc by which it ro e to th ~· 
higher I vel . cicn e, too, ha · but recent,) 
sloughed off its own dark superstitions of 
a trology, alchemy and quackery. 

In our day, a in the days of Democritu 
and Lucretiu , the trugglc i till b tween two 
opposing opinions-neither ci ntifically de
mon trablc-th spiritual ver u the material
istic cone ption of the natur of the universe. 
It is th imm morial and everla ting truggle; 
and it will forever b man' privilege and 
dread r pon ibility to plac himself on the 
side of th one or the other. Either opinion 
can be competently champion d and defended. 
Religion champions the piritual view of the 
univer . 1ateriali m i no more scientific 
than thci m-and no 1 • . It is certainly not 
the la t , ord in philo ophy. In fact, it is the 
fir t and the mo t obvi u . He who believe 
that the univ r e i a Per onality, an intelli
gent \Vilt exprc ing it elf in infinite variety, 
need not feel that his belief i any le s scientific 
than the belief of him who hold that the 
univcr c is a Thing, mere blind matter in 
sen ele . agitatio11, that life is only a chemical 
proce and thouaht only the fortuitou con
cour c and int r-play of unthinking atom . 

When materiali m, , hich is not sci nee but 
only an interpretation of science, will trace for 
man th • . ucc . i e tagc by which in en ate 
unit · of energy combine themselve through 
motion and organization into the pattern of 
Ari totle' or Plato's mind, when it will dcmon-
trate by what unbroken proce s of continuity 

lif cle and mind-less clay evolves into a being, 
thinking, aspiring man, and how a universe 
d void of per onality and will can give rise to 
per onality and will in man, then there will be 
time enough to consider the relinquishment of 
a piritual interpretation of life. 

T HE mo tern religionist will not be dis
couraged by the fact that inherent in his 

thinking are hypothc e which cannot be 
scientifically e tablished. He , ill recall that 
inherent in all truth, ven sci ·nti fie truth, are 
not only hypothe e which may or may not 
be found true, but fiction which are demon-
trably fal , but which are neverthele s indis

pen abl to thought and action. The ci nti fie 
cone pt of matt r, energy, time, pace, cau e, 
effect, the atom, the electron, cla ification, 
etc., arc not truth but only artifi of thouO'ht, 
conv nient ummarie , not realiti . The re
Ii ioni t , ill, therefore, not look to the scienti t 
to verify his faith; for a. soon a the scientist 
attempts to con. truct a metaphy ical y tern 
on the basis of hi ci ntific knowledge, he 
leaves the realm of trict science, and hi 
credentials are no more impo ing- than tho 
of the theoJoaian. The religioni t i plea ed 
when the cienti t aaree with him, thouah 
uch agre ment i not indispen abl . 

or will the modern religioni t be impr ed 
by the argument of the humanist that inas
much as there is no sci ntific c rtainty in any 
interpr tation of the uni er e, the whole prob
I m hould b ignored. One hould cultivate 
an atti tud of d tached scepticism to\: ard th 

enclaving- univ r c and cen
ter hi att ·ntion entirely 
upon the cultivation of his 
o\\'n life in society. One 
hould play and enjoy the 

game of life rcgardle s of 
"whether he aw the thing 
as comedy or high trag dy 
or plain farce." 

ing." g<' :, ago r ltg1on 
declared that man \\ a not 
mere flotsam anti j t am in 
the riv r of life, but co
work r f God, a a-creator. 
"a little lower than the 
ang Is." 

But the problem cannot 
be thus cavalierly di mis ed. 
It has a way of intruding 
it elf even into our most 
heroic mood . Life wanb 
to know its terms of refer
ence to the universe. Men 
who vibrate to the force of 
id a and who are sensitive 
to their implications will not 
live content dly or joyously. 
or truggle for at1 ideal 
acrificially, wh n they be

come convin ed that life i 
nothing more than a plain 
farce. No ideali t ever died 
up 11 the cro s for a cause 
which he knew to be a 
tupid comedy, and no man 

, ill ver b ar the crushing 
burdens of a life-long defeat 
for truth's sake or goodnes ' 
sake or beauty's sake, be
lieving at the ame time that 
and ch ap and meaningless. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, distinguished 

minister of The Temple, Cleveland, is 
author of a \ -,lume bearing the above 

ii tie, just published (Smith). Therein he 

eloquently discusses half a dozen inter
rel ated problems of vital conseque nce 
to every thinking human being. The 

a rticle here printed is an abstract of 
ihe initial essay, specially prepared by 
Dr Silver for "The American Hebrew" 

Mankind could not wait
and cannot now wait-until 
the slow accumulation of 
verifiable knowledge . hall 
give it warrant for a des
p rately needed philo ophy 
of life. Each generation mu t 
liYe its life-and its !if is 
. hort. It cannot wait until 
all the facts are in and all 
the data collected. There
£ ore the spiritual emerg n
cies of the race long ago 
voiced themselves in mighty 
postulates, some of which 
science has now been able 
to sub tantiate. It may be 
found in future time that 
religion has anticipated 
many other scientific con
clusions in the realm of 
p ychology, sociology and 
economic . Thus religion 
ha a s cond role to perform 

all !if i mean 

L IFE is not a game and men cannot b um
moned to the high di ciplines of life b an 

appeal to sportsman hip. For the very id a of 
portsman hip is predicated upon the conviction

that the game is fair, anJ the 1 ulc of the gam 
ju t and reasonable, ant' that a man ha a 
chance to win. But if life i known to be with
out purpo e or intelligence or fairne or jus
tice, and man is unalterably doomed to def at, 
then it i prepo terous to summon him to val r 
and nobility on the basis of sportsman . hip. 

The builders of the arth, the teacher , the 
prophet , the fa hioner of the new truth and 
the n w beauty require for the driving impuL 
of their enterprise an overwhelming faith in th • 
essential relat dn of their world of valu to 
the world of universal exi tencc. Th y mu t 

beli ve that th y are co-er ator in a purpo eful 
and int lliacnt world, link d up with an ad anc
ing co mic life and not m re farceur , com -
dian or tragedian 111 an mpty, dark n ·d 
theat r. 

Thu the fir t role of religion in our worl l 
i to pro !aim fearle ly as of yore its anci nt 
burden of od, of the univcr e as the manif -
tation of divine thought and pu1·po e and of 
man' at-hom n s in it. "Lord, Thou ha t 
been our dwelling-place in all generation " 
till th uprem th me of religion. 

R ELIGIO • ha fr qucntly anticipated science. 
n emin nt American scientist recently 

declared that cience has made two momentous 
contribution to modern thought. It has re
veal d to man a universe of extraordinary and 
un .·pected ordcrlin s and it has inform d man 
of the vital role which he himself can play in 
it. nd y t thou and of year b f re the 
cienti t arriv d at his conclu ion on th ba i 

of hi re earche and exp rim nt., religion 
arriv d at th m on th ha is of intuiti e grop
ing and d du tive r a oning. g ago religion 
d clar d that the univ r is co m not hao -
"The Lord hath in " i dom f uncled the earth, 
He hath tabli h d th h aven in under"tand-

in the modern world; to 
cheri ·h and af guard the vital and indis
p n able hope of the race, expres ed in reed 
and moral code, a long as they arc not con
trov rt d by urer knowledge, and as long a 
th y crvc the advancing needs o[ human life. 

R EJ, IGIO ' third role in the modern , orld 
1 • to nurture the spirit of hopefulness 

am ng men. A cicntific a"'e, r ar d in ma
t riafam, may and frequently does, become a 
p . ·imi tic age. A materialistic metaphy. ics 
I 'a I fir t to toicism and then to cynicism and 
finally to de pair. Our modern pe imism is 
has d not on the belief that know! dge will not 
increa c, but on the belief that increased knowl
edge will bring u decrea ed happine , nobility 
and elf c teem. trayful of mechanical toys, 
of ngincs and m tor and radio and airplane 
is no ad quate comp n ation for the irrevocable 
lo . of id ali m and hope and human prid . 
E ·ry n w ci ntifi di overy seems at first to 
low r man's po iti n in the univer and to d -
morali.z' man's spiritual pride and faith. This 
happened in the pa t , hen scien de troyed 
man's g oc ntric phy i and hi homoccntric 
philo ophy, and, mor r ntly, wh n the theory 
of bi logic evoluti n dragg d man d wn to an 
unw !com kinship, ith other peci of animal 
life. A the e sci n , however, arc amplifi d 
and a · imilat d th y are found to have I vated 
man to hig-h r lev I of di nity rath r than de
grad d hit'H. ::Sut in th flood-tid of new 

i ntific r velation thi fact i gen rally for
gotten an Im n, giv n tog n ·ralizati n , ar • ad
d n d by the appar nt lo in human pr tig . 

nd perhaps not the lea t of the roles which 
religion hould p rform in the mod rn , orld is 
to resi t change-<:hana which i unintellig nt 
uninformed and which religion know , through 
pa t experience to be hurtful. In the ea of 
human change th re ar wav and tid . Th 
, av to . The tid carry. It i • notorious 
that in the realm of idea chang ar v ry 
rapid and fr quently mov in ircl For a 
tim certain id a lo. e a t i ty choo es 
a roup f id a mor in harmony with its 
dominant int r t or mood of th moment. 
Wh n thi intere t i (Confim,ed o,i page 221) 



"Samson a n d Delilah" 
(above) by Anthony van 
Dyck. This painting by 
the Dutch master is re
plete with contrast, real
ism and power. A true 
work of inspiration, it is 
one of the finest we have 
from the Netherlands 

"Samson's Marriage Feast" by Rem
brandt. This remarkable canvas has 
a richness, a mellow beauty, a tang 
of adventure, conviviality, and 
reality, which render it a master
piece worthy of its creator 

Masterpieces 

that 

Immortalize 

the Biblical 

Samson and Delilah 

"The Death of Samson" by 
Paul Gustave Dore. The 
most triumphant of all Sam
son pictures is Dore's master
ly engraving. With magnifi
cent virtuousity Dore set 
down here once and for all 
time the grandeur of the tri
umph of Samson in death 



Retigion in a CAang,ng OJS:ld @ 
(Co11ti11tted from page 208) 

uperseded by another, a new idea logic 
orientation take place. The old idea 
are di placed and new one come into 
vogue. Thus recurrent oscillations in 
idea-cycles take place. That a certain 
age prefers one group of ideas to 
another i no vindication of the idea 
accepted and no ref utati n of the ideas 
rejected. That age has imply voiced 
its dominant intere t. Another arre 
will speak differently. 

But religion i , in a sen e, a sum
mary of the ha ic spiritual intere t 
and need of all age . It is concerned 
with what is timele and fundamental 
in human exp rience. It cannot be 
expected to adju t it elf to the shift
ing moods of every epoch. It hould 
not. ocial change. may be change 
for the wor e a well as for the better. 
If religion is to keep pace with every 
change, it lo it value to society. 
It will then trail human life in tead 
of guiding it. Religion must not be
come a frail bark, to ed about on the 
surface eddies and cros -currents of a 
day or a generation. Heavily freighted 
with the wi dom of the age , it must 
ride the deep chann L of time. One 
of its greate t opportunitie is to tide 
mankind over its period of confu ion 
and uncertainty, to " tay put," as it 
were, when all about is roiled and 
eething, to act a a halance-wheel for 

the race when new theori throw it 
into vast int llectual commotion and 
to admoni h society not to confound 
that which i novel with that \\ hich 

new. 



Lib ral Je,v Sp ak to th Wo Id 
LIGIO 1 ~ HA rm o WORLD. 8 )' 11.hba Hill el , il-

,r. P ichart! R. mil h, 2 .. 00. 

M. men have a prejudi·e aga·n trading book of 
rmon . I uppo e that tl i i .. due t th fact that it i 

reall} difficult to find a volume of ermon that pre ent much 
hat i new or tha doth that hi h i old in attractive an 
mique form. her i much truth in the a cu a ion that th 
hurch ha Ia~t ome of the mo t brilliant mind ju t be au 
he mini tr} ha o little t offer. Bu a a matter of fact 

there ar brilliant mind. in the pulpit· the pulpit till ha 
mt ch to give, and even bri Hant laJ mind may "till learn fr m 
the mini try-if not at every chur h ervice at many of h m. 

I ha e before m a , ol me entitled R ligion in a hang
mg rid,' h} Rabbi bba Hil el ii er of leveland. h 
boo i compo ed of t n ermon or b tter, perhap reli 7 iou 
ad re e . I he , ne er r ad a volume o pulpit utt ran 
that pre"'' in a finer manner, , 1 ith a clear r enun iation, 
,Tith greater for e and , ·ith a better ph"lo ophical under tand
mg the problem v·ith which or .anized reli ion especially 
liberal religion :i now faced.. While the addre e are pri
maril1 directed to the J e s they are applicable t all liberal • 
for the prrnblems that the deal with the approa. he that the , 
pre ent and the remedie they sugge t, app1_ alike to r , 
liberal denomination. 

The· book take its name from the fir t , f the ~ermon 
,, hich deals ,, ith the apparent conflict that nm fa e religion. 
l\1ateriali m, agno tici m and athei m are all arrared again t 
it. In former time religion could defend it If behind the 
fortre e of upernaturali m revelation and tradition. gain ·t 
d e, , k:eptici m urged in vain. v the liberal ha di -
·arded the e and to add to religion di omfitur c1 n ha 
om to the appar nt aid of the nem_ - rath ban of reli i n 

it elf. ien e h a hi ·ed tangibili ie religion mu t ill 
deal , ith the imponderable . cien ha enabled man ' to c 
far her travel fa ter and communicat mOie peedily. It ha.~ 
tau ht him to in i ate int lligentl • and ,e periment crea
ti cl in chemi al phy ical and m di al laborator·e .' Reli
gion till deal , ith anci nt veriti . The re lt i that every 
one t talking a o 1t a " hanging , or d ' and the "religioni t 
doe not kno ju~ t , at i . p t d of him in order to keep 
pace vith the changin \ orld., ci n e I ok at fact and 
demand proof , and the weakn - of r ligi n is that it cannot 
prove it hypothe ' ci n ifi aHy.' nd the t inking i\ orld 
applaud the ientific attitude b cau it eem ur and cer-



tain. And becau e of thi apparent certitude, the 
m1e of religion mentioned above find in cienc 
ervitor. 

In this and other of the sermon , Rabbi ilver appeal to the 
rdigioni t not to be a:ffrighted at the fact tha 'in her 'llt in hi · 
thinking are hypothe e which cannot h scientifically estab
lished." Science ha its hypothese , too, which h:1ve not been 
demonstrated. The cientific concept of "matter, energy, 
time, space, the atom, etc., are not truth, but only artifice of 
thought, convenient ummarie , not realitie ·." He plead 
with the religionist, first, to proclaim fearle ly the burden of 
the God of the univer-e; second, to watch and safeguard the 
moral life and the vital hopes of the race, a long a · they serve 
an advancing society; and third, to fight again ·t the hopele -
ne s of materialism and athei m, and to encourage and nurture 
the spirit of hope in man. Even though thi be a changing 
world, no discovery has proved that the ·piritual value of life 
arc worthle s, and the religionist mu t continue to offer, in 

rder to save the changing world from it elf, "the reality of 
.Tod , the reality of personality, the reality of truth, beauty and 

goodness." 
The addre: ·e al o deal with he di pute bet\\een .c:ence 

and religion, a dispute which i • "more apparent than real." 
The conflict, he say , ha "alway been between . uper tition 
Ji gui cd a religion, and matcriali m disguised as cience, be
tween p eudo- cience and pseudo-religion. ' This tatement i" 
a very pregnant one, but I am not certain that Dr. Silver can 
maintain his position with regard to the ''alway-:;." Hi at
tack on the nationali tic policie of the churches during the 
war, is courageous and truthful. His insi tence that the 
church lift it voice against inju tice, mi ery, o~ial i,.equaii
ties is prophetic; hi plea that the church be ·ome international, 
not in its opposition to nationali m, but in "overleaping" it, i 
fiery ; his appeal for a mutual appreciation of each other' rc
ligiou belief and racial haracteri. tic is as fine a. anything 
that I have ever read. 

Space does not permit detail. But if you want to read a 
thought-provoking, keen analy i of the moJern religiou 
s ruggle, and a philosophic, optimistic and help ful expo ition 
of how liberal religion ma , meet it read thi · little volume. 
One may not agree with the author in every re ·pect. All the 
more exhilarating i it. 



REI GION IN A CHA GING WORLD, by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
(Richard .. R. Smith, New York, 1930. 204 pp. 5 x 71/2 in. 2.00). 

Char J Clayton Morri on, in the Chri tian Century Pulpit for . 
ct thi "the Book of he onth. ' It i vorthy. 

• i a oung man. He wa ordained rabbi at the H bre, 
,e in Cincinnati iI 1915. Since 1917 he ha b n rabbi 

.. " n )le, Cleveland, Ohio which ha become under hi leader-
e large t and mo t influ n ial Jewi h c ng1e a i n in A ,.· . 

contam a erie of add1e e the fir t :vhich ive 
a volume, having been delivered before the Religiou 
E ociation in April 19 0. The r iewer wa for unate 
e1. he r the rabbi deliver thi addr and ha r ad with 
pro It etplea ure the rest of the erie . 

Thffi ace !ewish and not Chri tian. The) are liberal to an ex
tent that me.- 8 nrill not appreciate. But they are deeply and ound
ly religious. ' . he fir t role of religion in our world i to proclaim • 
fearlessly asJf yore its ancient burden of God, of the univer e as 
the manifesttion of divine thought and purpo e and of man' at-

/ on on e igwn in a ianfl_in 
v 1 hard nc. ). 
Jud . Ob ~ion l h1 tat -

m nt , ·ill difF l" in m from t.hat of hri tianit bu 
th • nd proph tic touch b u hi o k 

1 ng. ·n , ith ch 11 nging at m nt: 
li hinking in r nt ar h • b n 

n and timidi " (p. 1). hi i 
u h apolo izing nd too • pol -

10n • not d mule nt th oph , n 
i th in • • o timi m of the 

r l n th o • • n th t h uni r e 
of • • d lling of }if not of d th 
of • • • • of goodn no of il. 'Th 
Lo r. ·on i h 

in our th do n 

an i ( . 16.) 
l o on h r 1 ion f 

h our mo 1 t nd rd 
o b a h old mor r h n found ntin , 



homene in it. 'Lord, Thou ha t been our dwelling-place in all gen
erations' is still the supreme theme of religion." And he i fearle 
whether he is dealing with ancient dogma or with mod rn cientific 
hypothese . "There i not a ingle ci ntific fact hich ha under-
mined a ingle religiou truth .... Religion ne no f ar the 
menace of scientific theomachy .... The doctrinair ci nti t toda 
is inclined to be a bit pur e-proud and to xhibit om of th un
commendable qualities of the nou eau 1 iche. . . . The man o faith 
will not be di cornfite either by the ven rable charac r of hi own 
truths or by the pick and pan modernity and amazing pr Ii ity of 
scientific achievement ." 

The rabbi i ocial-minded and d al frankl and arle ly 
with uch topics a "The Church and ocial Ju tic The Wid
ening Horizons of Social Service ... The Churc and World 
e} ace . . . What I Happening to the American Hom . . Edu

hat Irk.. and the Good Lif . . . How hall le ur Life? ' One 
• • ou • '· ... in hi firm stand for the monogamou and p rman nt mar

ly as r setting his face again t the exual laxity ,, hich ha flour
nife tata rankly since the War, 1efu ing o admit at quick and 
easy divorce is a olution of the problem. He ee a r toration of 
the sanctity and permanency of the home here in m rica de
manded by the findings of biolog and ocial cienc . 'Her again 
science i confirming the intuitive po tulat of religi n which long 
ago raised marriage to a acrament and declared monogam to e 

so 

the ideal union upon hich to build th nobl famil lif . ' 
To the busy pa tor wh e time i o ull and , h pur i o 

slim, the reviewer might whi per that h i l find in h 1abbi' 
page the g ne i of many e cellent an mu h-needed 1·mon . ot 
agreeing with al the po it i.on take1 by the auth r one i yet 
trength ned in many of hi ', own po ition and helped forward to 
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RELIGION IN A 

CHANGING WoRLD 

By 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

This is a statement of su reme interest 
and importance on the place of religion 
in the lif of the modern world. One of 
the mo t gifted speaker and writ rs of 
our day sets forth with charm and 
emphasis the legitimate claims which 
religion can make on the allegiance of a 
generation distraught by materialism 
and the presumed implications of 
sci nee. Rabbi Silver points out, and 
with rare force and clarity, that religious 
thought in our time is characterized by 
the utmost timidity and diffidence. 
The liberal religious forces, having dis
ported themselves for a decade in an 
attack upon orthodoxy, now find them
selves confronted with the real foe of all 
religion, liberal and orthodox alike
materialism and atheism. The result is 
panic, confusion and- humanisJ11. Set
ting himself squarely against the ten
dencies of the day, Rabbi Silver con
tends that the function of religion is to 
resist precipitate change, to distinguish 
critically between the novel and the new, 
and to conserve at all costs the rich 
spiritual heritage of the past .... It is 
this contention which he presents so 
clearly and comrnandingly in a series of 
brilliant and related addresses. Few 
men have poken with such force and 
authority on the place of religion in our 
world. Those who for any reason wish to 
know whether the modern minister 
has anything convincing to say on 
religion will find a great part of the 
answer here. 2.00 
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Rabbi Abba H 11 lel Si l"er 
Destined to be the most widely discussed 

book ol 1931 
FOR the past decade Liberal.s have been diBporting t emselvcs in n tt ck upon or tho• 

doxy. They have had a :great time of i.t. • ow, ho e er, the battle has udden1y ep 
far beyond the F undamentali t-Modernist contr,oveny and Liberals find themselves con• 
fronted with the common foe of an rcli • on liberal and orthodox alik matcri lism nd 
atheism ... To a generation weakened by compromise and distraught by the pr urned 
implications of cience comes an utterance as providentially timed as the the cs of Luther. 
RELIGIO I A CHA GI C WORLD will take it plac among the g:re t book of 
our day. 

The .Je , S e ks to Americ n Religious Le der 
R bbi Silver of The Temple. Cleveland, h ever been to the fore in the battle for tol r

anee and social righteousness. He is a Liberal. Yet, what j more important, he i a proph , 
and he empha!izes with the depth and training of Jewi h thought the common and complex 
task which faces all rcligiona in a world clamorou • for change . 

... . . Religion cannot be expected to adju t it!elf to the hilting mood of every epoch. 
It would then trail human life inste d of guiding it. Religion must not become a frail b rk 
tossed about on the surface eddies and cross .. curren of day or a g ncration. Heavily 
freighted vith the wi dom of the ages, it must ride the deep ch nnel of time .... It mu t 
carry mankind over its periods of confu ion and uncertainty; it must admoni h ociety not 
to confound that which i nov I with that which ia new ... ' 

Some Adv nee Comm 
.. e have never read a volume that ex.pre sed in a finer mann r. with a 

dearer enunciation, with greater force and with better philoaophical under
st nding, the problem with which organized religion ia now faced . . . If 
you want to read a thought-provo ing, keen analysi of the modern ,trug
gle and a philosophic, optimistic, and helpful exposition of how religion 
can meet it, read this volume.' -The Clrrl$l/an Century. 

"A book to be read not once, or t ice, but many, many times... . book 
that includes. yet transcend the finest fruit of:thc world's philosophy." 
- The Modern View. 

'Rabbi ilver peak with the word1 of the sage rather th n the thunder 
f the preacher. tisfying reading in a day of di traction. ew Yo,~ 

World. 
''Rcfr hing, positi e. nd c:on ructive."- lnternalional Journal of 

ReligiouJ Education. 
• n~y the pr nt 1piritual itu tion with amazing clcarn :·-

Church ManaaemenL 

RELJGJOU BOOK CLUB L CT/ON FOR JANU RY! 
At A I Bookstore 

Richard R. Smit , Inc. 
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N A CHA GING 
Rabbi Abba HiUel 

Ii hers, Richard R . 

Rabbi Sih 1· of the Temple at 
Cl velancl is undoubtedly one of 
the foremrd Rabbis in the coun
try. His fame is national, his abil
ity a a Rabbi and scholar unques
tioned, his . ocial mindeclnei;;: and 
liberality a joy to the enlightened 
which is, ) ou must admit, high 
praise but \\; th this all he has an
other talent-that of writer. In 
his book, Dr. Silver has proved 
again that he is a writer of rare 
talents-a writer who is fearless 
in expres.-ing himself. In thi . 
present b Jok he points out with 
force and clarity that r ligiou:
thought in this day uffer and i 
characterfacd by the utmost timid
ity and diffidence. Placing the 
blame squarely on the religiou 
liberal force. who for the past te.t 
years hav been wa ting their en 
ergy attacking orthodoxy, Dr. Sil
ver shows ho ,v they now find them
selves confronted with the must 
p rnicious enemies of all reli.i:6on 
-enemies that attack liberal and 
orthodox alike - materialism and 
athei m. The results are plain and 
in the place of a ·olid religion 
th r is p.;.nic, confusion and 
humanism. 

It is ol)\i us that Dr. Silver 
stands 1·ead~· to oppo e thi order 
of thing . He contends that the 
function of religion is to resist 
precipitate change. He a k peo
pl to di. tinguish critically be
tween the novel and the new and 
to consenc iegarclless of co t the 
rich spiritual heritage of the past. 
You will finrl in the pages of this 
book no \\ ild ranting by an olcl 
greybeard i agging and gnawing 
on the bo1w: of the past but a 
modern mini-;ter asking for noth
ing more tha that you use intelli
gence a d thought before you 
throw ov rboarcl a faith that has 
tood the tr.t of the ages. 

Dr. Sih t•r whose avocation is 
the . tudy of Jewish my. ticism, i: 
th autho1· of 1essianic Specula
tion in L ra •I , regarded as one of 
the tandard works on the subject. 

RELIGIOUS .300K CLUB 
R bbl Silver of Cleveland, w e 

' tams OV€2 '1!'he radio many of OU I 
, have enjoyed, has had his new bc)ok 
\. _ "Re1igion In a Changing World" 

chosen by the Religious Book of e 
J I Month c1ub as their January se c-l tlon. In this book Rabbi Silver s•y 
• fearlessly that religion must st a 

against materialism and atheis 
1 the two dominant tendencies In 

.,. world today. His book is not 
) dres ed only to Jewish readers 

will be appreciated by people ~f 
religions. 
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Rabbi✓Abba H1 llel Si lwer. 

"We have never read a vol
ume that expres es in a finer 
manner, with greater force and 
with better philo ophical 
understanding, the problems 

hich face religion today.''
Christian Century. '·He speak• 
with the words of the sage 
ra her than the thunde s of 
the preacher. A -satisfying 
book.''-Ilarry Hansen in The 
New York World. 

At All Bookstores, 
$2. 

RICHARD R. S)IITH, I ·c. 
12 Ell t 41 t ork 
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to see what f'hnnge it re ists, and why. 
They will u :pect tlrn t there i. n uper
stition in th worship of the ..; rC'a t god 
Change. All eo1u-ervati m i. not honnd 
for the scrn11 h('ap. Rome of it is estab
lished by clrnn~e.. Rahbi . iln•r !-:hO\Y 

that religion re:ists change, hl'•·an • it is, 
in a en. e, a . 11mmnry of the h:11-: i , pil'
itual interest. and need of all ages. It 
L cone rnC'd with what i ti 111PlPs. nml 
inde. trnctihl e in lrnm:m <'·qwri,•111·<'. ''H<'
Jigion i, calle,l upon to C'fl , t the mantle 
of it re. peet:ihilily o,·er a~nos ti l'ism and 
athei m, a11d from fl faith to tu rn it.-<,lf 
into a .·odolo!!".L Reli~ion ha . rl'fused to 
do this in the pai-:t. Tt mn:t r t>t11-.e to <lo 
, o now. It mn. l refuse to Ienil its name 
to nll . dwol. of <•l hi<·al specula tion whi<-h 
ignore Goel eYC'n thou~h , ev<'ll humani t 
women hall trike hold of it i--ay ing, "We 
will eat our own bread, find WPar our own 
appar I; only I"t u.· be called J,~ thy nam : 
take thou a\\ :1:v ou r n proa<'h" . 

The fine thin~ ahont thi s ho ,k is that 
it ha . as forwnnl a look in it' type o:f 
ronsen·alionism :1 . n nr prog-n•ssi\· who 
claims to he the whole push. The author 
knows n. W<'ll n.· nn~·one wh:11 ehang<'S 
ar going on, arnl nllw•!- t h<•n,. nut h<' 
vn.lu s tlwm n<·rording to their worth, not 
flccorcling- to th<' ir noYelty. '\Yhil<' . o nm ·h 
w<'altb ha!-> c•o1n to sc·h•nc<', he i. 1wt 
content tbnt "rel igion i-hnll relll:1in a poor 
relation. The ten commandment remain 
fore,·er th <li~its of C'idliznlio11". "TlH.' ~<'X 
realism of m11C'h of onr literatme to-clar 
is, of course. not Iihera lism hu l <•,hihition
i,ml"'. "The worst fonn .· of <•c·onomic 
tyrnnny, or~aniz (1 higoti-:\', . <wia l exrl11 -
~in'ne , anfl racinl conc·C"it, lliri ,·e mHler 
the most u<lv·anced political <lemocraciPs. 
A man <>an he a hlaclq:~ua nl en•n in 
l topin". 

On no topic is Rahhi ih·er more in
Yi~orati11g than on lhnt of c-h11rd1 1mit:v. 
Ile has no likin~ or desire for any mni-h 
of conce:-;i:;ion. TolNn.tion, be know., is uo 
cornplinwnt to an~·ot1c. TTnity in rPlidon 
with him is h:u,c<l on mutual rPspcc-t and 
illdep ntlc1w<', not on mutual n~1· e111c•nt . 
Churches r:rn .~et togC'lh r, not hy agn'e ing
tog tber, lmt hy re~·Pl'<'I i ng. and learning
from eaf'h o1 IH'r. Their gronp~ mu:-;t Irn n' 
enough romrnon onYiC'tion to he Oi<'it•11t 
~roups. Ont' c·n nnot imngin Hahhi , i.J\· •r 
n crcedlc..;s tlwologirnl hNmaphro<lilP . His 
ba!-i.' o( m1ion i~ a de<' l)Cr one. rt i" hnsc·tl 
on Yi~orous an<l e,Jllicit as. Nlio11. "I cn11-
11ot concC'in' of a r<'ligion in a , ·:H·nn111··. 

"I am what I am. I wish to r0m:lin \\'hat 
I am. I (lo not wish to takP on th<' lin'rY 
of any rnau in ordN to enjoy the privilege 
of being in his r •tinn . I wish to he my-

lf. Any PlhN ha~i (I[ g-ood will is 
:--1mriou. ·". 

The 1nu-po:-<' of a rcvi<•w of a book i. • 1 o 
h Ip one to j11<lg wbethel' he wi ·11<•:-; lo 
r ad il or not. It i c un.-(•l aucl p11J,·oea
tion, a tnsl<' that provoke. ap1ldite. Auy
on who rP:Hl • thi. · hook will thn11k lile re
vi w 'L' who indine<l him to do ·o. J. w. n. 
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0 RELIGION IN 
CHANGING WORLD 
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Silver One of Brilliant Liberals 

-Rothschild Book Buttress 

to Babbitt . 
.... p., ... a.1,iuu as a preacher 

and apostle of social justice. We 
hav had numerous books on the 
pr cnt religious crl i by llberal 
Chr· tian minis r , but asse ments 

~ 
of re icrion toda by liberal rabbis 
h. ·e 11 t appeared in anv numb r. 

Dr. S1lrer mav be fairly clas d as 
'L de, out modemi t. comparable to 
D •. o. dick in 'he Christian faith. 
Llk th other devout modernists i h ts him cl! into many a. logical 
·uarl. 

.'h· t 'ci nee Ha ot Done. 
Th author quite rightly asserts 

\-....Y th·~t the atheist cannot prove that 
' ') God does not exist, but the rellglon
.......:.r 1st can hardly settle the Issue mere
r-:>~ ly by glibly asserting:..:.."Tbere is a 

God and therefore human life can-
\'- not be worthless." In another place 
r-- (p. 46> he goes on to say:-"There 

i not a single scientific !act which 
h undermined a. single religloUB 
tru.h. Science has not demon
strated that all life ls at bottom 
physical. Science has not ex• 
plained hfe and consciou ness and 
mind and ·ill in terms of subtle 
matter in motion. ience has not 
rroved th, t man i.. a mere autom
. ton reacting to external stimull 
Science has not prov d that nothing 
01 a, qualitRtive nature distinguished 
man from other linng animals." 
Quite t uc, but nei her has nor can 
religion prove the opposite. 

Dr. Silver proclaims that modem 
r ligion has three main tune lons:
(1) to proclaim the xlstence of Ood 
and the universe Hi handiwork; 
(2) to cherish and safeguard the 
vital and lndispensabl hopes of the 
rac , and {3) to nurture a spirit of 
hopcfuln • among men. 

0th r hapte Enlightening. 
e may rant the -rnlldity o! the 

la t w functions, but the God 
question opens up a debate which 
cannot be gone into here. And at 
time the author ssigns function 
to religion which usurps the fields 
of psvchology and p ychlatry (p. 37) 
nnd of philosophy (pp. 53-4). Wlth 
the highest re pect for Dr. Silver, 
the reviewer believes that the theo• 
logical sections o! tht: book are a 
fair proof of his a erlion that "In 
th1 major attack upon religion the 
orthodox religion· t finds himself in 

tron er position han the liberal.·• 
ortunntely the theological ma

terial cupi s explicitly only two 
chapt r out of ten. The remainder 
of the chapters dealing with social 
jus 1c , ocial service, world peace, 
liberali m, the home, education and 
philo. pby re inspired and en• 
lightening. • Th y a.re a splendid 
u mary of the soc 1 meaage of 

liberal r ligion ay. They are a 
credit to th forceful modern 
proph t, nd in no rious way 
tand o. fall 1th he debatable 

th olog cal propo itions 1n the 
earlier tions or the work. The 
tyle 1 eloquent, und the book 
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' 'Religidn n a Changing World' 
Challenging, Penetrating Stuciy 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver Calls Americans Economically 
Conservative, Politically Orthodox, Religiously In
different and Morally ruising 

RELIGION IN A CHANGING WORLD or ra,dical or intellectual than their 
-By Abba H'lJ.el Silver, D. D., Litt el<iers. The American people today 
D.; Richard R. Smith, Inc., New 'i ls economically conservative, pol!ti
York; $2. ca ly orthodox, internationally na1-

r 
row minde-d, religiously indifferent 

It is extremely interesting, and and morally cruising. And so are 
curiously significant, . to find Rabbi the. young psople. If this generation 
Silver, one of the em:nent Jewish I of yo;1ng people were truiy re~o nt)6U1• 
scl1oiars a;1d prea!:hers of the day I R·:Y m _thought a;1d. mood, 1 would 

. • • 1 give evidence of 1t m its tt1tude 
and the Christian Mr. Chesterron, an towards the economic proible s, the 

{ ardent convert to the Catholic faith, social problems, the political p oblems 
expressing precisely the same opinions, and the international proble of 
and again and again voicing those our day . . . . . Our young °J;l& 
opinions in almost identical words and nre criticized for being too f . C• 
phrases, upon the subject of the pre• tually they are not free at all. h 
sent-day attitude toward religion. In freedom of moral bravado is, after 
the first of the ten essays making up all, only another and gros.ser f of 
the present volume, Rabbi Silver servitude. In matters that eally 
~peaks word for wc~·d with Mr. Ches- count, in poi!tical, eoonomic a so-
t,erton as his public utterance~ have cial thinking, in questions of social 
been reported in the daily press justice, war and peace, nationalism 
with:n the past month. "Modern and patriotism, they are as orthodox 
science'"-writes Rabbi Silver-"has as unimaginative and submissive as 
given the a.nti-religionist no new ar- the mo.st hide-bound Babbitts of their 
guments which were not known to day . . . . . A moral revolt implies 
the atomists of ancient Hellas or to a moral upreaching . . . . . Mere 
the materialists of all times-argu- self-indulgence and the sowing of wild 
ments which religion has since the oats, mere lack of restraint and the 
ao-es counted with equally potent ar vulgarizat:on of speech, manners and 
guments . . . . . Materialism ls no· conduct, may be revolting. They are 
more scientific than theiam . . . . , not a revolt. The flaunting of con 
It is certainly not the last word in ventionst unaccompanied by a critical 
philosophy, In fact, it is the first appraisal and by a readineSIS to S11b• 
and the mo.st obvious." .Ap.d again- titute for them still higher oonven
"religion is, in a sense, a summary of t!ons is 'far from being an unques
the basic spiritual interests and needs tloned sign of moral advance." 
of all ages. It is concerned with what Ji'rom these excerpts may be realized 
is timeless and fundamental in human the general trend of Rabbi Silver's 
experience. rt' cannot be expected to dmirably intelligent, enlightened, and 
adjust itself to the changing moods asonable argument; his "Religion 
of every epoch. It should not. So- ·n a Changing World'' voices, whether 
cial changes may be changes for the r no the reader is in full accord 
worse as well as for the better. If 'th his basic postulates, some of the 
religion is to keep pace with every ost incisive, penetrating comment 
C"hange, it loses its value to society. n the tendencies of the present day 
rt will then trail human life instead at has so far been uttered. Other 
of guiding it." ssays in the volume are, Science ami 

Later in the same essay Rabbi Sil- eligion, The Church and Sooial 
ver writes- "To be sure moral stand- ustice, The Widening HOTizons of 
ards are changing in our day. In ial service, The Church and World 
fad they are breaking down; but not eace, The One and the Many, Li
because of any profound, searching eralism at the Crossroads, What i.s 
critique of the old morality, which appening to the American Home, 
our age has made, but because of a ucation and the Good Life, How 
general weakening of moral ftbers hall We Measure Life? One and all 
caused by increased wealth and ease hey preach what may be termed a 
and luxury and self-pampering and ractical idealism; they denounce 
by the wild tempo of a furiously ac- ateriallsm, they sound a stimulating 
quisitive civilization . . . . Men and all to the higher ethic of humanity. 
women are demanding the right of A powerful, supple, and finely 
self-expression, though most of tlhem ained intelligence radiates from this 
have nothing to exprei.s but the most otable book, the imprcs of the auth
common-place hankerings after the r's dom'.nating individuality is strong 
most primitive satisfactions." And pon it. "Religion in a Changing 
yet again-"We suspect that this Re- arid" is a book to challenge the re-i volt of Youth has been over-played ectful attention of every thinking 

l by middle-aged moralists and lecturers. . an and woman throughout the 
our young people are no more critical f untry. 

\ 
3. Religion in a Changing World, by Rabbi ABBA HILLEL 

SILVER, comes to us from America to declare in clear trumpet 
tones that religious thought in our time is characterized by 
the utmost timidity and diffidence. The liberal religious 

, rt') forces, having disported themselves for a decade in an attack 
/ upon orthodoxy, now find themselves confronted with the 
o real foe of all religion, liberal and orthodox alike-materialism 
") and atheism. • Rabbi Silver we know as a brilliant orator
.!. >he writes no less brilliantly. 



Challenging Progre 1vc 
ltELlGIOX DI A JI.\XGlXO WOIU,ll. ]l!f Jt,111//i 

Abba Ilillcl ilvcr. 1.i 10 l'orlc: Ril'lwrtl R. 
, mith, Jnr. $! 00. 

A book to mnke on i-il up aml take 
noti e. Anyoue who thinkH from th tit! . 
Urnt he j.._ likPlr to l'('/l(l what I ll' ha. 
Jward hefon•, ·will think <liffer nll~ J It 
will sur •ly think, for the writ(•t· <1t>al.· 
in no worn c·o111111on1llae . This 'l , 1•lancl 
Rahhi .iwak • uot to a c•ongrp~:I t io hut 
to a pnhlic. H i. refreshing to fin ,1 mt<' 
who in a chan~in.~ worlcl <loeH not th ink 
it in<·nmhcnt ou him to b,, a cha111 h•on. 
Dr. iln~r know:,- the , ·orld i. chau~in~. 
ancl he k ep. up with it. But he knows a 
diang-in"" world does not change eYery
thin!!, aml h ha: not only the c•on ra !!t> 
hut th int <'lli~<•11<·<' of lli: com id iorn:. Jr i-.; 
is a hook or wholc•i-omc outlook, gooil fur 
people ti pre. ~ed by the dcfc-ati ·ts. 1'1 •011!1' 
who think r ligion is doonwcl I, •au ·1" it 
r ·ii,;t: chang ', will ha vc to look 1.:lo ·er 



Religion in a ~ han~ing World\· 
2-1 o ;J ' S ( £ • \~ D J "<.nt, 0 11 
A Review of I ahhi Hillel . 'iln•r·:-; Bon . 

The author is on of th, most not2d orator~· among
our American Hal>bi::-;. Ile i: a 111·eac,, 'l' and th book 
1n·uualJl.r rcprPsenL.; the ::;ub:tance of I· 1: message i'r m 

th pulpit. Habbi '.'ilver writes v 1·y 
- -----· pl •asantl~·, hi: ideals are unexception

al>!', ,md many 01 his --;a_,·ing-s m· 
1wt •worthy. Hul I mu::-.t r< nfe-s 
that hi.· \\ or!c) s '"m;-; to m' um· n], 
and hi.;; pe ·uliar standpomt m ff c
t 1vP. II, hardly m :1 twn.- th' word: 
.Je,n; er Judaism, lJu~ addr ss : him
seli to tlic C11urch• 0 ; ... (which mclude 
ti,e Synagogue) as i hough they re
.-n e:-.entcd one .-Ln !point, ana a· 

• tllongh t11e Old 'fest,m1enl (which he 
lL\BHI siL ER. often quotes) rc1n·P·,ents then· Joint 

product and programme. 

Habbi 'ilver p1· ache· peace, anJ ·oc ial mol'ality 
a· ihe hig-he:-;l nd of r lig-iun, and an education which 
procluc : both kno\':ltc ge and character. But ih 
miffht1e ·t a 0 • nci , ,,·orkin,,. in the·•"' direction· are 

~ ~ h 

often ·ecnlar, and so far a· hurchrnen co-operate in 
this work, they ctu so 1 ather a· repre.:'\cnlative • of our 
common civilisation Urnn a~ memiJ l" of the hurche 
a: , uch. ItalJbi , 'il-:Pl· ·e ms to think lhai lhe future 
f religion depend· upon th fulur , J the hurches. 

If \\'e are to wait for the da~· wh"'n the Cini tian 
hurcl1es ·hall lJe united, and .shall h1ve overcom the 

force .. : of materialism and atheism, 1ud are in a p i-
1 tion io pre:ent to the wol'ld a· theh: programm the 
HelJrai. m herein pres "'nted, \ ·e Jear lhat the Leagu of 
Nation:, and the social morality of ihe world, and the 
new education will l.Je in a bad vrn.v, thri L in so far a 
th y depend upon the hurches. Habl>i 'Hver doe: not 
pr ·eni his .-ocial nwraliLr as the e ·ential content of 
liebrai8m. He :;peaks as if it \\' l'e equally the vital con
tent of Chri:tianit~·, though in trui.il 'hl'i:stianity is 
e ·senlially a ·cetic anrl othe1·-wordl~·. 1n urging the 

ynagog·ue specifically to ·tand for world peace, he 
does enture very, v 1·y gcnily io Tt,enlion that the 
Je,yi ·h po,'ilion the world over i • o tragic that the 
upport of international peace und r ,we ent conditions 

may b used by our enemies to create f1·esh martyrdom 
for u •. 

I mi ·s sadly here ih tru Heb1·ai~ ~pirit, the fierce 
moral indignation of om· genuine 1)rophets, the de
nunciation of the :avage anii-,"emili ·m which the 

hurche do nothing to alleviate. How then are the e 
bodie lo ov rcorne race hatred and Hii th evils that 
spring from hatred and prejudice and uncharity of all 
ldnd . vVe think that the ta.:k of Ch11r h reformation 
:hould l,c 1,n to the hurche • them ·dves. Let RablJi 
"ilvcr ... ·p ak a · a Jew an 1 addre:: hi· own br thr n, , 

1 oint to them th authentic ·om·ce:; of Je,vi h in pira-
1 tion in our litel'atur , and s ek to Ml·) u • own in
stitutions truly r pr s nlati v of th .i:I br w Ideali m 
which he ·eeks to xp und a· though jL w r th com
mon prop rty and unitin°· l.Jonrl !Jetween all the 

hurche.... for pr a hing to the nations, I am re-
minded of a Faying- of th Jat Rev. ► ing •r that in the 

ld da.\" one : rmon converted Uue thousand peop'e, 
but to-day thre' thou:an<l . 1 mmrn will not con ert one 
I er on. • nd has not .Tabolinsky just r mind d u. of 
the am fact'? J fear Urn th ·till ·ma1l oic" f 'abbi 

il er', Lib rali, m will r pr • :inl only a voic rying 
in th wildern . . Lo Zu Harl r ch! twi h tandin 
th criticism,"', Rabbi 'il r' book i ~ written with 
much charm, and will l>e read with r.iuch plea ur . 

r. I. . 
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Tl1e January Book 
i\ volume of exceptional timeliness by a spiritual leader of 

modern Jewry is the primary selection of the Editorial Committee 
for the present month. 

RELIGION IN A CHANGING WORLD 
By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

204 pages. $2.00 

We believe that the members of the RELIGIO s BooK CLUB will 
appreciate this opportunity of gaining an in ight into the best con
temporary Jewish thought. 

Other significant volumes are also announced and reviewed on 
the following pages. 

RELIGIOUS BooK CLUB 

RELIGION IN A CHANGING WORLD 
By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

T HE function of religion in a changing world is to resist change, or at least 
to guard the spiritual heritage of the past against too precipitate change
this is the clear-cut thesis of the brilliant young rabbi-author. 

It is a thesis that will be rather surprising to those who have been emphasizing 
the necessity of religion's making radical readjustments to the changing environment. 

Himself regarded as a liberal figure in modem Judaism, the author will never
theless be hailed as an unexpected ally by Chri tian thinkers who have begun to feel 
that "modernism" is merely drifting with the passing winds and has no firm hold 
on the great realities that remain the sam~ for religion in every age. 

In fact, Rabbi Silver regards present religious thinking of the liberal type, 
whether Christian or Jewish, as in "a mortal funk." Heretofore, it was engaged 

~ 



merely in attacking orthodoxy, but now it is 
confronted with its real foe-"the Apollyon 
of materiali m, agnosticism and atheism." 
And, face to face with such antagonists, the 
age-long fundamental questions, not simply 
the temporary issues, press to the fore again. 

Religion must, of course, be open-eyed to 
new truth, but, still more important, it must 
al ways be "a summary of the basic spiritual 
interc ts and needs of all ages"-this is what 
Rabbi il ver would have us never forget. 
Change may be for the worse instead of the 
better; religion should therefore be cautious 
about making too easy adaptations to the 
shifting mood of any particular epoch. 

The first role of religion, Dr. Silver con
tends, is exactly what it has always been-"to 
proclaim fearlessly as of yore its ancient 
burden of God, of the universe as the mani
festation of divine thought and purpose, and 
of man' at-homeness in it." This sets him 
squarely against the humanists. Unless the 
universe can be regarded as having ultimate 
spiritual meaning, the very heart of religion 
is gone. Gone also, in the long run, is any 
sustained idealism; for "no idealist ever died 
upon the cross for a cause which he knew to 
be a stupid comedy, and no man will ever 
bear the crushing burdens of a life-long de
feat for truth's sake or goodness' sake or 
beauty's sake, believing at the same time that 
all life is cheap and meaningless." 

So the second role of religion in this mod
ern world is to "cherish and safeguard the 
vital and indi pensable hopes of the race, ex
pressed in creed and moral code, as long as 
they are not controverted by surer knowl
edge." nd its third role, accordingly, is to 
nurture the spirit of hopefulness among men, 
as against the cynical mood that every form 
of materialism inevitably engenders. 

As for religion and science, the author 
claims that if only they recognize their legiti
mate spheres and methods there is no real 
conflict. "Science investigates. Religion in
terprets. The method of science is observa
tion, that of religion contemplation." When 
the scienti t begins to con truct a philosophy, 
he lea es the realm of strict science, and then 

"his credentials are no more imposing than 
those of the theologian." Moreover, modern 
science is held to have produced no new 
arguments again t religion which were not 
known to the atomists of ancient Hellas or 
to the materialists of all times. And materi
alism, Rabbi Silver incisively points out, is 
not science but merely one interpretation of 
science, and an interpretation which has 
never yet explained how piritual per onality 
could be produced. 

Against this general background Rabbi 
Silver discusses such specific questions as the 
function of the Church with reference to 
social justice and world peace, and the relig
ious attitude toward family life and education. 
In each ca e, his point of view represents a 
prophetic outlook combined with a passion for 
conserving the ethical and spiritual gains of 
the past. 

Of special interest to many will be the 
rabbi's attitude toward Chri tianity, even if 
they hold his view to be inadequate. "Quite 
apart from the question of the divinity of 
Jesus, it is an indi putable fact that the per
sonality of Jesu has been a luminously 
radiant fact." Jesus is even poken of a a 
"unique personality"; but the author doe 
not think that Jesus can have the ame value 
for peoples brought up with a different heri
tage that He ha for Chri tians. \Vhat is 
urged, accordingly, is not one religion for all 
mankind but reverence for a11 religions. 

Rabbi Silver i one of the foremo t of the 
younger liberal American Jews, rabbi of The 
Temple, Cle eland, Ohio, a large and influ
ential synagogue. A talented speaker, he is 
also a careful student, the author of two 
scholarly books, "Me sianic peculation in 
I rael" and "The Democratic Impul e in 
Jewish History." 

(Signed) . PARKES CADMA 

HARRY EMERSO FOSDICK 

CHARLES CLAYTO MoRR1so 

HowARD CHA DLER RoBBI s 

1ARY E. \VooLLEY 

(On account of ab cnce in India, Bishop McConnell 
was unable to participate in the selection.) 
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I have just rrad Rabbi Abba Silvn's 

new book. "Rrliirion in a C'hang-ing
\Vorld." Jr th'\t hook had <'ome from 
the PE'n of a Dr. Harry Fosdick or a 
,John Haynes H olmes it woulcl he hailed 
as ~m of thr illnminatin~ arnl pcn<>
t rntm~ analyses of the religious thought 
of the day and it would probably rank 
among the leading "best ~Hers" in tho 
non-fiction field. But the "people of the 
book" do not rush so quickly to the 
book marts to procure their own lead
ers' opinions on the subject. Dr. Sil
ver writ s extr, ordinarily w ll, which 
is rather uncommon in one who speaks 
so loquently. One of his most strik
ing phrases i "Religious thought has 
become a b wildered pedestrian irrev r
ently jo tied and knocked about in th 
ru h of modern life." He points out 
that the liberal religious ·forces, hav
ing disport d themselves for decad s in 
an attack upon orthodoxy, now flnd 
themselves confronted with the real 
foe of all religion, materialism and alh -
i. m. The result, he claims, is panic, 
confusion and humanism. He d als 
with such subjects as "Science and R e
ligion," "The Church and So ial Jus 
tice," "The \Videning Horizon or • o ial 
Service," "The Church and \Vorld 
Peace" and "Liberali m at the ross
roads." It is a book well worth the in
vestment or any one's time to r ad and 
re-read. The word "brilliant" is pretty 
mu h overwork d, but it is the only 
one that should be used in dC'scribi ng 
this work or Dr. Silver's. J wish or
ganizations and tudy groups who sp ntl 
all too much time ,vith literatur of 
doubtful value will profit greatly by 
reading and di.· ussing Dr. ilver's 
view.!! as pr sented in this mo · inter
esting volum . 

-::-
Aft r having written the foregoing 

paragraph, I discover d that Dr. il
ver's book h d n chosen as the Jan
uary choice of the Religious Book-of
the-Month lub, who. e editorial com
mitt e among oth 1·s consist . or Dr. 
Harry Fo. dick, Dr. Samu l ark 

adman and Bishop Francis 1 
nell, which onflrms my opinion 
th valu or the books. 
Thi 1 not the me sage of a pe 1-

mtst. either is Rabbi Abba H1llel 
Sliver, of Cleveland, without hope 
because he happens to be preaching 
in a materlalistlc world. Rabbi Silver 
ha Just - written an inspirational 
book called "Rellgion in a Changing 
World," which ls published by Rich-
ard R. Smith, incorporated. He be-
lieve. th!\t life holds out happiness 
in the recognition o! growth #nd 
Improvement. Joseph W. Krutch, 
measurin1.t the modern temper, held 
that nothin1 but despair confront
ed the intellectual, who must come 
to realize that all human e!!ort ends 
in dissolution. Rabbi Sllvcr 1'1nds 
strength and joy because he can 
"!eel continuously the teem and 
trust of expandlna life within one's 
soul, the thrlll of new ideas, the 
throb of new purposes, the stir of 
revelation and new lnslght." To him 
it 1s not import nt that some men 
are richer than others, or llve longer 
than other , What counts is "Do they 
grow?'' 

Thus we ma say that Rabbi Sil er 
h n!so re,• led the 6atl fartlon 
th II~ In what the poet called "the 

1 wa~s of going on " And he warns 
\lS tha the n w 11{ Which break 
wl ll nll conventions ls not new a 
all but only an acceleration o! the 
old rhythm . Soon or 111.te we !all 
back on fundamentals, which do not 
change. "The new ll!e is not a new 
excitement but a new exultatlon
not a stimulant but a aatLsfactlon. 
We renew ourselves not by indulging 
our appetites but by Improving our 
•.aste . We enter new worlds through 
be ate of uplration." 

Rabbl Silver •peau with the word• 
• a ag rather than the thunders 

th preacher. He doe• not de
ounce, h explains. His book makes 
,ti fylng reading In these days when 
18 ay Ls bard and ftlled with dll• 
• ctlons. I am glad to ftnd In hi 
ook, a in that of Henri, recognl
~ or the glory and uaefuln of 

.l In . of uslnR our energte tor our 
ow4 d11 r ther than for a day that 
l ~• t. 

ta us of Religion 
In Changing orl 

RELIGIO IN A CHANG/ 
WORLD, by Abba Hillel St! C •• 
Richard R. Smith, inc. 2. 

In the mid. t of our depres~io s, 
' spiritual as well as economic, it I:. 

heartcnin"' to fin d a writer ho b • 
lines . omethln,;: deeply, states 1t 
!orccf Jly, , all without argument or 
c.d~o taUon. Sil\'er believes in "the 
unh r e a th.. manifestation of d -
,·ine thousht :;nd purpo ~ and or 

l
man·s t-homrnc s in it.' He think 
the function of r--ll~ion is "to ch rl h 
and ~aCeguard thP. vital and ind! p 1-

ablc hop1.:., o! the race, as Ion 
th y are not rontrov .'rt d by . ur r 
·no '11.'rlgc, and a. lon~ a. they . rve 

!\cl\', ndn. nrrd o! hum:\n life." O 1r 
pr , lrnt pl'i:.-lml·m J~ basrd upon 
our ! lln th, lthou~h )m(11 ·'eel,, 
m:w lnrrr:-re. i ",·ill hrfnrr 11 dr
rrf'n rl ht1 ;,nlnl'sc:, noblllt •. and .•f'i! 
r~t--rm ." /\II rif nur bo:ic:ted m:>rhln
r-r • J,; ;1 pr-or .~111" it 1. for "idl'nh m. 
hn~. :1nd h11m;in pri<i":' "R"lii:tlnn· 
thlrrl rnl,, in th~ ·orlrl ic: tn n11 r 11r" 
thP nlrlt. nf hnp"(11l P-;_c: 11mnn~ mr-n:• 

ThP t ·o thin!!~ whk l 1 nrl hnpr 

tn m~n P • th;it° d":-pit lil~ c:lrrum
i:<'rib"d 1l r hP ran a chi .. ,· grr t ly a nrl 
ha\'P thl' :i~c:uranc~ that 11bout, h1· 
fin! ,. llfl' "thrr i.'I the r • rla in"' 
11! nf G rt in Whom ell hum~n :\ -
piration.:- find their sur ty Rnd con
i;umm:l !en." 

For Rabbi S1h'er religion and 
sci nee are two hemispheres of 
thou~ht. The • function of rcicncc 
Jc: to give man knowledge and 
power. The function of religion is to 
give him hope and certitude. Sicence 
is a reach for power while rellgton is 
a. reach for perfection. Both ar~ man 
made and expand with the onward 
march of the race. 

The last thr e-tourths of the book 
is given to an appeal to the church to 
talce the lead in establishing soci 
justice, creating orld peace, decpc 
ing the i- nse of worth in th indi -
d11al, and mRking richer group life 

1 ick Comfort. 

-1 
A Rabbi Speaks 

REU IO.. L. A CHA1 'GI. 'G 
WORLD. Abba Hillel Silver, R. 
R. mith, Inc. . X. Y. A ono
graph. by Leo Wolf. 

Rabbi Silver bas long qualified 
s one of the world's outstanding 

orators and with his fint written 
volume, "Religion in a. changing 
World," he will be readily recog-

1 nized as a consummate lltterateur. 
Come all ye doubters whether 

a.goo tic or atheistic answer the 
po tulat as laid down by Rabbi 

I ilver. You will need astounding 
knowl dg o fl'cience, ociology, 
meta1>hyslcs and philosophy, ancl 
then your answers will be unsat
i fa tory and inconclus!v unlc s 
they b predicated on religious 
truth. 

Thi Yolumc will iv ren wed 
confidence to the waverin1, th 
ceptlcal nd that immenae ma 

of m nklU4J In a tate of flu ho 
r.re h rrl and uncertain a to 
their act atatu . Th re 11 no 111b
stltute for reu,lon, Ju1t u there l 
nothing to fur tf JOU have po 1-
tlvelr accepted the omnl1clRc and 
omnlpot n of God. ' 



eLigion I A • 1g ng orld 
B,- ABBA HILLEL SIL ER. Ne1 fork: Richard R. Smith. 1931. $2.00. 

One wond if t • ~ brilliant book i not in part at lea t a confe ion of a religious liberal. 

owhere hns we n such a cou plete expo ... c of the con equence of Jiberal theology. 

Having di ca d t upcmaturu • orthodox religion, the liberal find him ... lf unequally 

join d in conflict with hi real at riuli m and athe· m. "He h no heaven. Be 

cannot give men either bread in orld or nectar and ambro ia in the world to come." 

Rabbi ih- r challen c ~ riali produce omething noteworthy in the realm of mind 

or per.:.;onality before in upon the relin ui hment of a piritual interpretation of life. 

He defie the atheist to e a ction not found in the old; he offe 

t the chan in world the gre t of God, the reali • f pe nality, 

the reality of truth, beauty and n and courage of hi distin-

ui. h d forl en , the 1oung Rabbi ap s of o~ nize the e r-

multiplying problems that clu tcr arou ju tice, socia Id peace, 

democracy, the home, and education. • f I iah; 

his philo ophy ugge ry trongly t onf o 

as it rebuk and a . Typic l 
is the one bowing the relation qf 

perishing world pl ding 
prie cnmp folio e ." 
object to thinking will re 
with the versatile r than 

ith a fresh reali 
<lclermin tion 
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It \\: 1- 11, t goo, ior n •li!!io11 Joi' tlH d111rd1 to rC'tain ir, poli1i, tl powe1 . for '"politi<'al IHi\\· r i11 vitahly corrupt-n·ligi, n." 111 I kc! rn:tnn<•r tlH· In'<' d<"n:lnprnl'nt of rl'ligio11 1 ed-- t lu tr ·c dt n ' lop111(•nt ol ... ,·it'll ·r. and. :tt!::tin quutin < Dr .. ii <.·1\ n·li!!ion wa "trat.?:itall~· hawli1·appcd"' wliil<' .. 1<'d to I lw dl'ad liody· of ant iqu:tkd ... ,•i,·111 iii,· 110-t i011--
,r1 ( )tl( ' ll t li 11-- 111·1k!' a 1·lc·:11 di:-lllH'l iun lwt \\' f'('ll r ·li-

!.!.1011 a --piritu:tl for<'e and tli, ,·:niou-: mnw:rnl fonw-nnd or : 11izati1111-- tl1rou!.d1 wl1ic·h thi -piritual t'nrC' 1m•-. ... c•-- i --l'll. th,·~· will Ii· ablt• to cc 1110r • c·lt•:1rl~· l1uw i1 ma,· b • trntlif11lh· :1:---••rtetl tl1at rcli!.?;ion i-- tie mother oi pn.>g1 l--S. P rha.p:- at fir-.t religion \\·a-- nut Ii in~ llllJl'l' tl1:rn a Y:t!!.11 •·f •c·lin~ aftc·1· < ,od"-and "·itho11t any dt fi1 ·u• 11otion of \\·hnt mt-- Illl ' :tll !,~- ··(;od." It wa at lc•a:-1 11 1 tll ' !.!.l ' 1(1 :1tl:ti11 to --011H•li1irn.! 11H1rnll? :n11I :-pirituall_\ li ii.d1l'r. a --irn·( r • a11d m1--c lfi--h d<•--in· tn win fur 111auk i11 d th lii!.!11C':-t and lic_•--t. . Ul'h an a. pirat ion. Jllll'pu::-c. 01 · wliatrnr w rna~· e:111 it Ji<· :ti the 11:1--i::: of all 
ltm11:i11 progrl'-- •. ,vhc·r • \\·111tld u1:tuki11d hr,n· I, •11 witlwu it.'? :, 

Jn :-pit1· of \\!tat :::urne ,,(luld k1, · 1-- .weq,l :1, 1 n \!, ll thinl-in~ man can ronel11d<' th: t 111:m :- JH'o 0 n, .... ean IH· J attrib11t •cl to th pliy:-icnl ,nattt ·r :!ll(I ore·-- ro11nd about him. Tlti ::-:am mat rial :111d t lit:-· ::-an, • fort·<-; ,wn• IH•n · 111:tm· tliou,:md::- of Y(' :tl':::- at?;o wh ·n mall "a:- little mon• tl1a1; a Lrut in tl1 • j;mgll'. Ind •eel, all of h<• I hy--1-<·al :-ub:-t a11r and forc·c· whit·h \\' • of .\!l1('ri ·a rnak 'UC'h 
11:-t' ot today wc•r ju-.t n'- ah11rn!:111t l,<'fon· the whit 111:111 found t l1l' 1;<'W wo1:ld. .\nd t 11 , Indian wa-- h r to<. Yl'l r ho11:-:i11d-- of Y<'ar, pa:-, d a11d t i1l:- two- th Indian mid 
!!:I' •ar 111at1 ·1·i:d n·--uur<·<.•:- ae ·ompli. It •d Ol! tlH'l' pm<'- ~ 
t ie:tlh- 110 l1i1u.! toward tl1 • d '\':ttiun oi the• h1111wn r: cc. l I u;Jl· :-011H·t l1in~ c 1--<', . omet liin«• i1 rnan- : ... pintual 
::-0111 " ! hi1w. to hrin~ to pas::- the prn!!;n ....... \Yitrn':-~l'd in Anll'ri1·a in a ft·\\" lnmdred , l':tr:-: . 

. \ 11d wl1at i~ it tl1:1t gin•-.·. <'i<•JH•< it, l!l ·a <·lianc· • tu- J d:i~ '! 11<,w do<, it 1·011H· to pa:-:- 1l1at. all n • r the world. in 1wrfl' ·t cl lahoratorie. v. l1i<'li co:::-t million:-, mc·n ot' :1bilit>· an•. :-uppcn tcd hy ot It ·r million-- while, "free frum wmldlv <':ll'<'. and :t\'ot:ition:-," thl'\" th \·ot1· th m:-elve" to n•~l':tr;·h'? lt is IH'rat --t• llH>:--l llH';t of today in ciYiliz<.·d c·o1111tric·-- ha\', an c·arn<'--t dt<:irc· l 1 iunh<·r hum:m ,n·lfan· and. tr:H·«l to it-. origin. tl1:1t ·tro11g d --irC', t•xprc.•~...;ill!2. 1t--<·li in --o many way:::) will he found gro\\'in~ out ot' a reliu-iou-. rnotiYc. 

+ 
\\ l1<·1H·, e:m1c· all ol tl1, <·0111pli1·at<•d 111nd ·rn :-ot·ial ,ffort i'or th rrliei of th<· pom? It 111ay l, • tr:HTd bark to :-11th a c11 torn :1-- that whi ·h pr ·,·ail<·d in C':trl~· I--r: •I and whiC'h pr viclul that th poor Illig!, !.!:tth I' th 11rai11 in tlit> <·onwr..: <'f tlH· fic>ld. .\nd thal <·u--tnrn <11 ii,.i,i11atcd wh<·n •'? In thl' "law of (:oc1·· tlH· <·om·i<·tio11 that l;,,d would have m n tln1, ~l1<1w m n·y nnd th, purp :- 10 livr in nC'cord \Yith thl' will of -;od. ·c:. ''pm r ligirn1 :md 11rnl filc•d" ma>· i:til'!_- h • C'all •d tit 1 moth r of prog c ~~ 
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Rabbi Sil r ' ag 
R}?LIGIO IK A C'H \XGIKG W RI,D, b, .·lbba 1/1/frl .<, 1/ l'r R.clio rd • Smith. 20~ Pl. Price $2.00 p~ ,tp j./ of The ur:'l'J'. • 
A BBA HILL~L IL ER i rabbi of The Temple, leve-

lancl. Ile 1, also one of the most vigorous, libt ral, and respected_ of modern Jew. Ile is a powerful preacher, a r rotagon1 t of every CTOOd . oci,d movement an·' ., • t ,.. , , u .. 1ncere u-dent of both J ud1i m and 'hri,ti:111itr. Ile i al 
O an excel-lrnt non-technical hri tian. Thi· volumt' of ten e av i ·xa(tly what one might e'7pect from uch a man JI h • ' • . . • , . e a re-:amed ht r:1c,al herita;_! of de<'!) r , ·,tici m hut eountt•rs it with 

•
1 thorough cientific knowledge. II<' ha no hatrrd in hi · heart --only a hu_nr,er for deeper undrr tandin:!-hi. mr age i al mo t exclu 1velr po itive in to b I J • • · • • ne. out t 1e on v rel1,r1001 ts ,ho arouse hi corn are the half hearted :\Toderni t,, \\~O are rrone to fee_I th tt all chan,!e i. prol."res-.. Ho\\' tfo,·s he stand on the conflict of reli,rion with ienc1• ') "'l'l1ere • d . ~ • 1 no un a-n ental I u_e between them. The onflict has been lar!!elv onf' of trespas mg, ancl r<' ulted from thP attempt of onr to roach ~n the pre. erve· of thr othC'r." In tht• matter of '-O ial justice? The fir t !!reat ervice which the church ... can n·nd<'r the ca_u e. of ocial iu,tice, i to galvani/e by eclucation and inp1rat10? the will of men . o th, t hey will rr.k iwtict' ancl pur ue tt. • • • Bu it 11111 t err aloud ... a(!ainst ... un m-r.loyment ••• iniu,tice ... !!reed .. . 111,t .... " Ha, he prac ical knowledg<' of ocial crvire? ''Or!!anized charitv ha, pa. sed throu!!h t\,·o ta~t•, . . i in th<' third ta!!t'. The firs 

tar:?;e • •• wa noth ·11,! mor<' than ollrctivC' aim ;.:; i, in(! .... ~~e econd sta!:!e wa~ preven ion. th attempt o anticipate cli a /rr . . .',. The third sta'.!<' i ... acljustmC'nt. The vast 11uri11t•1 1t·1l.iu m·e,I 11or rt·que t n 'lt<'rial rclJC'f h t I I • • ' • • • 11 menta anc Plrltua.I adjus. ~l<'nt. Into . uch a family thr ocial worker r a a dia~nost1c1an .... " 
hi. man knows :"hat he is talkin_!! ahout and lw \I ould hr co~plet~ly at home m a scorr of PrntC' tant pulpi known to h1 rev1C'wer, for he pr<'achC' the dortrinC' of lov•· ot GocJ d I f l"k • 1 an ove o ~an, 1 e another J cw who lived a long time :t!!'o to whom this man refers a a "unique P<'rsonality." You'd h t tC' r rrad the hook r, • " 11-\l{r,r,c; , TAFFOR1> Ifaowx r:'>forad'> ~ f>ringf, r:olo. 



''Religion in a Chang·ng World 
(Smith, 2>. by Rabbi Abb~ H llel 
Silver, 1s one of the best of ,the re
ligious boo of the winter. The chap 
ters are addresses made from time to 
time in the Temple, Cleveland 0., be
fore cne of the large t and mo. in
fluent:al congregations of Reformed 
Judaism in America Their interest 
will ge at once felt by Christia and 
Jew alike. for Rabbi Silver speak.!' 
with a breadth of concern that in 
eludes all religion. He takes to tasl 
the timidity and difference that char 
acteriz the religious thought of th 
day, <'Ontend.ing that the function 
religion is to resist precipitat-e chang 
to distinguish cri ically between the 
novel and the new, and to conserve at 
all costs the rich spmtual heritage 
of the pa t. His problems concc,:n 
science and religion, the Church and 
wcial justice, the widening horizons 
of social ervice, the Ch ch and 
world peace, llberalism at toe cross
roads, the American home, rd·1cation 
and the role of religion in .1t chang
ing world. 
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Rf'Jigion in a 'hanging 'orl< By .\h 
ha llilll'l ht•r. Hichard I ··11 ith, 
l11c., . ·e\\ York. Price. ~· 

I 11 pl'aki 1 o f hook ii i a,, to 
l'-t' ,uperlal 1•, indi crimin: h ,' lrnt 

whl'n 01w d1 •, 1-.. "ith a work kt• "H( -
li!,!ion in a Changing \\'or) " it is 
hard for hi lll 111 t''qH'('"" him l'lf ad -
<malt h in .111, other way. At the out-

set I venture- to xprcss th opinion 
that this work bv Habbi Siln'r of The 
Temple, Clt•n•land, Ohio, is one of 
the highly distingui h d books of the 
ycnr. It d •st•n·es a wide reading, and 
both its thought and languagt> can be 
truthfully dt•scribed by the sonwwhat 
<.·,·en,·orked word brilliant. Ha 
Silver is a figure of international r 'P
utation among people of his own race 
and has n•c(•ntly been rapidly coming 
to the foref ro nt as one of tlw most 
eloquent ·1wakers upon lht• American 
platform. The readt•r of "Hcligion in 
a Changing \\'orld" can ,·c·r} readily 
SN' why it. author is in such demand 
for addresses upon rl'ligious and so
cial subje ls. 

Hahbi Siln•r cli. cusst>. tlw more sig
nificant aspl'cl. of the life of our day 
with daril), force, and proplwti 
power. Tlw first chapter, which has 
lo do with "The Riile of Heligion in a 
Changing \\'orld," is diagnostic. It 
challenge. the rcnclt>r al the \'('ry be
ginning: "~luch of our rl'ligi ous think
ing in recent yenrs has been charac
terized hy 11pn•ous1wss and timidity. 
1 n tlw f:1ce of the wi(kh -heraldecl 
new world of tht• scient ifi(: mold and 
IPmper, religious thinking, ('SJ) •eially 
of tlw liheral typl', has bt•comc• difli
dl'nl and panicky. , ' ever was liheral 
tlwolog) in sueh a morlal funk as it 
is to-day. For it has finalh come face 
lo fn<'e 'with ils n•al foc_: the Apolly
on of malc•rialism, ngnost icism. and 
atlwi,m." Slarting lwn, lw continues 
lo elucid:i!(• tlw t honghl that the fight 
for tht· r('ligious lih •rnl has moved fnr 
beyond tlw funda11w11talisl 111od<'rnisl 
seC:·tor, lhal it now ha, to do with 
forcc•s ,·itialing lo an _· pirilual in
l(•rprdat,on of life whal(•ver. Th 
ehaplPr ha, a finl' disens,ion of the 
1 la('(' for n·ligion in modnn lift'. This 
sect ion of thl' work eould h(• read ii 
oullirwd, hut ii is not lhl' funetion 
of a n•,·iewer to gi\'(• the puhlic ma
terial which would s(•rv<· as a suhsti
tult• for th(' reading of lh(' hoof itself. 

Among lhe olher chapll'r heading 
are ".'ei('IH'l' and Heligion,'' "Th· 
Church and Social ,lustic(•," ''The One 
and lh(• ~lany," "Lilwralis111 al lh 
Crossroad..,," :ind "\\'hat Is llappening 
in tlw .\mt•riean I lonH•." The last 
chapll'r, which is enlitled '•lfow Shall 
\\'l' ~l1 •a,tm• Life?" i,, like- all of its 
eompanio11-.. good re:Hlin g, hut it 
('('Ill\ ; t littl • out of coi1rdinalio11 with 

I ht• rc•,I of the hook. "Edncal ion and 
llw (; 0 0<1 Lifr" i'> an ('Stll'cially i11-
cisi\'e and luminous ln•at111e11I of a 
them(' of tlw wide,t ramific:il ions. It 
i ._ lo hl' hop<'d lh :11 many l<'acht'rs will 
< OIIH' into <· 0 11l :1cl with it. Thl' hook 
as a whole i-. :111 ('XCl'pl io11:ill~ l'ff(•c-
1 i\'C' antidote· lo th(• pernicious leach
i11gs of lkrlr:111<1 Hu..,-.t•II and an arm 
of l(•ss(•r fn. 

Of thl' th.C'ories likt• lrial marriage, 
c ,1mpa11io11ate marriage, and frc·t• love 
Hahhi .'il\'l'l' -..a~s: "Tlw~ :tl'l' :ilavisti 
hankl'ring-. af ll'r lowl'r forms of hu-
111:111 r('l:ttion hips wilh which th(' hu-
111:1n race l''-P<'l'iml'nl(•d e(•nluries ago 
and which were final!) rdl'etrd h •
cau c· lhl'\ W('rt' found \\anting .... 
Far fro 11 • rl'ndering the livc•s of mrn 
and w onwn freer and happic•r, as it is 
faluou-..ly aS'-unwd h snml' in our 
day tlw·s(' loosr form·.., of a ·soC'intion 
w(:r~· fo11nd lo <'h ap('ll and emhitt r 
)if(•, to roh it of ii. dignit), lo rc<1~1 e 
sp .· to its lowest ommon Ph . . 1cal 
<lrnominalor and lo ll(Jnn:H•r 1hr spir
itual education of the o pring." 

L.H.C 



( 

T 111·: rhan~<.· l hat ha n· Ii · ·n g, :i11(1" 1 11 tlw la-., i · , 

d cad·:. and ar· till ~1 ·11~• 011. >l"\' nt a m I p ·r 

pl ·. · in: 1 ituati 11. Tlw rapi I and thr ·at ·1 ing- ·han°,· 

in th· in, t1 rial ,, , ,rid bring- r, n t -rna i 111 t· t'll 1, 1 ll ,. 

th,,ughtiul. t 'han.~e · in th·, ,rid l)i m,1ral ·11tim ·1H and 

:--ta11dard ha\"· hri1u••h1 C<>11iu i, n and di ·may. ii n,)t d,· pa'r. 

(·hall"· in tlw ,,11rld 11f . ·it·11re h·ad \P tm ·ntai11t, :tlltl , > 111 

:-- ·ttkm ·111 ,,i pri1H:ipl •. in 11\tr th•,u~.Jll ahot1t tlh' 11;1tt1r,· ,1 • 1lw 

u11in·· t'. \11, • th· ·rha11:• ·:ali'Tt ,,urt·,· Tyday ' ic.a11 l •> 

l\.·li: i,111 ha ah,;t_ ·~ ht ·n . \ l,j ·ct ,1 ;itt:t ·I r 11 

and ; 111 ·i t . ·1·11 • l' a ta·... ha,· · !1 ·1. ·11 dir • • l 

111 1 • a~ain t 111 • urn ·11ahk I 1 ,1 i,, 1 c i • ,rt hod,> _, : arni ll1 

tl11.· 11a l\.' 11 i ;1ha11n· d c·.__· w· tlw . •> - aHvd )ih·r;d 11 .. , 1 

Jq .. ian ha,·• ,i oi11·d,ithth·i11l i kl ·1,h· he tilit:, ~ll 11>\ 

tlw lil>na 1lll·n l, ~.,· it.di 1 •Ill \· t· a 0 ai11 t an· , 

i, •. tl1t· i H' o i 11; 11nii m a11 l ra i tnn:•th ·1h: l 1>.' 

tlh' a mpti,111 an l th p ·1. nl; ti 1 , i iii· •• ·111i 1 . T ' • 

• 11 ·qm·nn· i . . t ,w 111r n·:1 m~· t l'lH I ·11l·y , 1 i t t h.'d n 1 ig i• 1 

prin ·ipl •. a1H ·, >11 i ·ti, 111 • t,, di:--appl ar. 

111 tlw h111 l l>·i re u ,,1. ha,,· an ;111ah· i, ;11 t\ ;111 111 l' r -

•. ti 1:• di ru 11 , 1 , i tlw t· l·,,1 ditilln : and 1t1l di ·,1 1, 1 

l ' JH' ·ially inter· i11~ ·n >111 ll1L· ia ·1 t ha i Ii ;rn 

and "·ll-i11 f, 1n11L·d It·,,. !kin;• :1 It-,,. tl l' : n h , 

li ·1 • al>k t1> tal · ; 11 11l1,i ··ti,·, ·n ,1 i tii g • wral 

. i l 11 a i 111 L ; 1l d t n , l i • l 1 i 1 , it h, 1 l 1 • i 11: • , , 11 m L' h 

i11 th· p;1ni • ·, 11 ·nm·,l. It i i"11ili1:a11 that hi 11h tr ·a -

1i1111. and a11:1h·. i :tn· i11 d, • :1 ."rt'111H·11 , ith 1\i, 1 1· 11i 

,itlin ,, ·ll - i11i,1nlll' l t-ritir . u ·h ;i \\'altl'r l.ip1,111:11rn awl 

fl. l·:mil l~n11111·r. ,,h, t· n · ult ha,·- l,t· •n di r11 ed in 

pn,·i11u i . m· 111 hi l1
i-: · 1E\\. 

• N,·li.,1io11 i11 a ( ·1,a11.11i11!/ I I ·,,rid. I: \ 1:1: 

Ln 1.I) .. ('\ Y,,rl · : l 1 ich:ml I' .. · 1111h. Inc. 

< 'lot h ."2.11 I. 

J l1111· . .'11.,·1 :1·. JU> .. 
l' >;ill. 21l-t I J> .. , , , ,. 
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r rhap. th· key-n it t f th, hock i.- gin~n in th· p ning 
paragraph . . in which th· ca · · i.- :o well :tated a: to mal· • it 
\\ orth \\hi!· t< r ·produce th ·m h r •. 

~Iuch of our rclirri u~ thinking- in r • ·nt year ha · h en hara -
tc riz ·d hy 11 ·n-ou:n .., an I timidity. r n the face of the wid 1}
h ·raid d n ·w \\"oriel of cienti fi • mold and t 1111 ·1-, r ·I igiou: 
thinking, "I ·cially of the !il>nal type. ha he om diffident ancl 
panicky. ~.,. ,. r \\ a-, lih ral th ·olog-y in --ncl1 a mortal iunk a · it i 
t >clay. l ◄ or il ha-, li11all) ·omL' fa to face \\"1th it. real io - the 
. \p llyon oi nnt •riali:--111. agno ti ·i . 111. ancl ath i. 111. 

I leretofor •. th • religion-, liberal wa enhag ·cl ra her pka:antly 
in atta ·king >rtl10clo.·y. In hi 011 . laug-ht upon th· ·rumhli11g- cita
d ·b of ortho lo.·~. the lihcral • mlcl ommand all th· hatt ·rin~-ram:-
of me dern i nee. I [ had a fairly a~y time of it-at lea-.,t in the 
realm o i idea ; and he il'lt ecu n.• and a hit :-nug- in his m1111erou 
riumph . o, •r tlr di:comht d ere cb and dogma of orthodo.· 

r ·lig-ion. I ,ut th • haul ~mld nly s,, pt far h yoncl the fondam n
tali . t-moderni t . e·tor. ·1 Ill main po. iti 11 . of relig-ic n it. If. of 
all r ligi, n. the lihcrar:-- in lud •d, ·u-e now attack cl hy the ancient 
and hitter a 1d pow •riul enem_\·-matl'1·iali m and ath i_ m. ~\ml 
tJii.., timl' it i. the enemy ,, ho i. in f th· weapon. of 
mod rn -.;cicncc. 

r n thi . major atta k u1 on 1·elig-io11. th relig-ioni::-t fincl~ 
l1i•11 . elf in a . trm.g r pn. ition than th Th >rlhodox 
en rench . him:e] in a . 11pen1atur .. 1i:m a ainst whi ·h the atta k
i 1~ wan-:-- of . kepti i:-;m hurl them, ·h· s in ,·ain. He i. bulwark d 
h •hind r Yelati n and trndition. The lih ·ral, ho\\· v r, mu:t fi~ht in 
th• open, ancl with w ·ap n-, \\'hi h, he . u p cb, are n a . :trong-
or a~ m >dern a::-. tho of th ·11 my. 

Th author g n to d Y I 1 th ·ontra • I \\" n th 
religion~ and the • ·icnti fie point of Yi ,,. , and h' r lu "': th· 

uc to that h t \\ ccn the :pi ritual ancl th materiali:ti • ( n
rrptim of the uni, er.-c; hct ,,· ·en the Yi·,,. that th· "m i,· ·r~ • 
i: a I 'r. mality, an intelligent \ \'ill •. pr·~ ing it · ·1 f in 
infini yari ·ty," and t.h • \'ie\\' that "it i • a thing. m·r· hlind 
matt ·r in en: le: . a~_)tati( 11." 

Th author, how "·r. i • mi:tak n ,rh ·n h • tak " ma rial-
1 • 11 a: he worst ·ncmy o i religi< 11. '"1 h worst en my of 
•• li •ion i naturali~m. n ,t mat ·riali m. .. latc.:riali:m a . a ~ 

d1il() c ph: ,,f the univ T e i ~a ·ih· r fut ·cl; lkrk l ·y·. 
c iutation wa. <.:ompkt • and flnal in i • I rincipl ·: and ·11 it: 

I 

, 



.. 

I 
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main f ature--. But naturali · 111 go·: d • ·per, and hey<111d 

materiali . 111: inr it include mind as \\' ·ll a: matt ·r. .\la

tcrialism i: th· ortlwd J • philo ·ophy oi the phy. iral \\'orld. 

It: failur • i: con. pi uou in the iart that it ha: n ·\·er 

u cc ·cled in bridging the gap h •t\n:rn matt ·r aml :,;pirit, or 

hody and :ouL . ~ aturali ·m tak in hoth mind and mall -r; 

for it nature i • no mcrel>· th· nntcrial uni, ·r ·; it ·111-

hrace: th· uni\· ·r. of mind a \\. ·11, an 1 \\ h ·n pu hed to th· 

\\ all it r 'C< gniz •. an ah ·olut • duali:--m; it admit that th ·n· 

i" no \\'ay >f pa::ing in th, ttght fn rn matt ·rt,, mind, <>r 

fr m min l t matt r. In th· hnguag-· < f Proi •• or Ja111 ·:. 

th' relation 1 ·twe n b dy and mind i: that (If a .. hlanl· 

c rr •. pond ·n ." - ~aturali~m i: th deadlie. t f< • oi r ·li~·i,m 

b 'au.· • it claim · to Yr th· wh l fi ·11 oi p yrholog). th· 

whol· 1iclcl of human c.· pcri•n''. and y·t deni· th··. i:-.

t ·n and the pos:ihility < f th· :upcrna ural. Thi .' d ·nial 

do"".' a\\·ay with the exisl ·n •e> i Cod, tb • cxi . t nc oi th· 

. piritual world, and the Bible as tl , \Yonl nt Cod. r 11 thc,e 

cl nial: th • entir • ha ·i: of r • igion i: :-i\\. ·pl ;rn ay. ancl 

r ligion ibcl f is con ·i~ncd io th tT,t1n oi ·anci f ul imagina

ti )11 'tnd of myth-rn. 1-in~·. Th· i1 ,rn i lahl ' ·haract ·r of 

ualurali:m i.- du to i : :npporl f rum a ,rid ·- ·1111 ra ·in~r 

rati mali:rn, a ra ionali. 111 d1ich a:sumc • to cm· ·r th· whol • 

fi ·lcl of •. ·i . ·nc ', \\'hen in fact i i • r ·. ·tri t d lo th· W< rt 1 

< f natnr '. It igrn r ,_. th· pi ritual world • • ·cpt a: the world 

o ( human mind , in hodi ·: of flesh: and s, > it :uh. titnt ·: 

hnmani. ti ·thic: ic r r ·ligion. 

The lH ok cu11tai11.- mu ·h whol • om· rriti ·i . m. many 

admirable snmmari ,._, many p ·n ·trating- uh. ·rvation:, and 

occa:ional brilliant phra. ·olngy: hut in co11. t ·ucti, • effort 

it i: s ·ntim ·ntal. rhetorical. and ,·agu •. The authur bck 

karly-cl ·lin ·d rcligiou. principle ·. I li thc n:d1t mon•-; for 

the mo. t part out. i le r ·ligion, and in th' Ii ·Id oi natunli . ti· 

humani . m. Th f P11cm i11g e. ·tra 't . l'rm: t() h • hi . ·ompr -

h ·11 iY • and e.·hau~tiY' cl' ·laratinn if faith: 

.• ·ience j..., th• re pon ·c to the human 1wccl for kno,,·lcd:r • all(l 

pow •r. I' ·Jig-ion i the tT pon . c o th· human 11' ·d f r hop' arnl 

c •rtitude. n • 1 an outr ·a ·hi11g for ma tery. th· other for perf -
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tion. n,,tlt art· 1ua11-1ll:td •. :tlld like lll:tll hi111 ·Ii. ar • Ii ·d 0 crl a!1t111 
\\ i Ii li11 ita iCJll . :c.:it·nc • 1.::t11 011I_\ L'l' tho • tlti 111 ,, liich 111a11 i 
l'quipp ·d II ec me! 1i· t quip1 11 1 adl., delit·i1•111. . la11 ·a 110 
tran-.··rnl hi 1,,11 lrn1na11it_\. 'J\'lll'l'. ,iti:tl'd l,y hL· "n tric·tt·d 
a~t'JH:ic 11i 1nm a \'ll!_!lliti,111. ,l ,d I_\ till' ,I hniti\l· 01•ua11iz:t i1 1 fl. 

tlH· l1t11Pa11 !,rain. c:1 1n11t la, l·laim t11 an order cii 1r I h , hit· 1 ·_ 
111,i<·ctiH· a11d .1 1 ol 1•e: :1111• <',111 rvli"i1>11 l:t_, ·l:1i111 to p ·ri ·,·1 and 
liPa· u1l1 , 11 th· :111 h11 ·i 01 11 11 • 111 ·r 1atur,d • ·, ·la i1 11. I 
rntl com· 111 111an Ji_, \\a_\ n • lii 111i1J11 • rc,·,in" a11d Ji· en H •·1li11" 

Ill' ·d a11d l' p ·r ·11t·l' , i liiv. ( I>. " . l 

·1 hi:-- a i.~ni!i ·a11 1 11:1 :tgt· ir<1111 th1. 111 ·t;1ph: : '.ti. 
p.} rhc ,le uical. ;111d reli 0 11 l1 1'' ,int I) I ll \r ·,) ·cl111~ 1< I it 
111:111 l :1,,,,k<l:•t· d ·1w11<l u1,1111 tlw ,,·":L11·,.ati,1n <>I thl' 
l,rai J in. tll': :i , :1 • 1li:1t li • ctllt nt li;n 1· I 1111\\ I, d"·t· ,,i" :11n . . . 
,d,jv ·ti T truth. ( r • •arty: l 1i i·11pl"l' th~tl 11,r him t I ·r. i 
11l«l>jl·i,crl·:di1_,. Thi r:u th·,p1c ... 1io11a t, th·n;t 1r 

< i 111,., 1 ·d.~ • and a I<• tli • 111l·a11ing ni 1il,j ·rt:,1• n·:tli• .. It 
\\1itild l 'l'lll 1h;1t th, :11111l,,r i. :1 -..111,erti l' id·: Ii l. I 1 
n·l""i 1 111 ca1m,, ·bi11 p ··ivct and Iii; 1 tr tth, 11 tlw a11 h r-
i1 (I. r· -cl:11io11 .. h:1t l i 1, a 1«1 «I I tr 1th t:111 it cb·n :' 
I· al tn t r mv. 11i11 l-.11 n1pi11g. and 

llln: i nu r·, ·: 1. h,, it ;q1pt·:ir th:1 1n1 h 
1111, .• I 111u1: a al tha1 I tat ma11 p ·,du·~· hi < , 11 

tr: h II\· hi · , '" ;1 and tlrn r ·n :tti<,n i dun· :1, a 
\\ ith alt, 1g ·tht r :' Tlii c, 11w n 1< 1 vv111 le I l· c1 ,nlinnvd 1\ 

a 11 c :t r I i c r la I l' 11 H • 11 : 

.·l il 11e1· c11mpdl ·d n·lii,.d11n t,, 111-r,·11d ·r. 1 11·t.1111 ·1 011 ·h. , 11 • 
J,_, onl', llit· 111~1li \\hich cl11 t·r·rl arn11 1 ii. lll' 111~tli ,,; rl'\t',t 
ti1111 .. 111iradt·. n.• 11rrl' ·ti,,11 . di\ i111• hrn,k .... ~lamornt 1• ... ch:i•11, ,.,:,il· . 
aw ia11 ·ii 11' ·11 1111 il11gi1· . I 1. . , 

Ii tlw plir:1 •-. .. tll th ,,i rn· ·lati1111 .. :t11d "di, i11 ·I,,, l· .. 
hvn· :ir· llle:t11t t,, i111·ludc· thl' liilill'. the :1u h,)r Till' t, 
rl'l ·:~;1 • th· ll·l1r·, · ltil,l· t<• tltt· rl'al·1 <•I l'arh· trik1 l 
laJH:ic . . ,,r 11 •lihlTatc i,,r~cri •. 111 l>t>lh 1,i till· • L·.·tract \\\' 
h:t,·l' the languagt· ui pro1wtt1K ·d ·u1cl ltllljttalili ·d rati1111ali 
ti· naturali:m: ;rnd th· 11 . e ()\ . 11 ·h l:u1°uagc :h1,\\· h,," 
firmly thi: 11atttrali ·m i • ia t<.'11ed ttp()n th<.' l ·ad ·r a11,l th· 
th,,u.~·ht in! m ·11 oi 011r cl:,,·. 
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Ti:· :111th,1r 111al ·c ti 1..· <11 the tcnn-.. "r ·li~li( 11"' and "( ;1 d'' 
i11 th· tr~1diti<1 1al: ·11 L', ap1 arcntly t" ,r rh ·tt,r"ctl c·ff1..-rt; hut 
the, ay lw u .... ·:-- tlt·m rai •• ,p1 · ti,H1, a t( ,,·ha h· really 
1m·:m I y "rcli~io11" and "( 1 , l." If ·r • lw • ·m. to I • ·acil
lati11:• and i11r, 11 i~ll' it. I Ii 1war • t :ippn arh ti :1 pn ·i • 
d<:li11iti<•tl < t r ' li:•i,,11 i i11 rontra ting· m ,ralit\· ,,ith n·li 1ri()J1. 
I I • a,·. : 

~l"rali . • i eo11 ·r 1t·d \\ i Ii till' r ·lat1n11 , i man o .1i iel111\\ 111 •11. 
!' ·ligi, ,n i <:111 ·cnvd \\itl1 1h • rdatio11 , • man 111 till· l ·11 ·,l'r • ;me 
111 11lt i 111:11 • nalit_\. ( I'. _:;3_) 

11,· ··1rni, l'r:-.e" hLTL' hl' m ·a11:-, thL mall:rial u11in.·r. •. 

a11 1 t 1at tl • matcri: 1 unin?r. c i all th r i •. thL·n man' 
r ·btic,11 t11 th1..· 1min.'r: • e ·dud· an · n:lati()jJ t() (;, d. i, 1· 

in that ·a l' , •l , · i11t1 ·h· < ,nd ha. 111 t· t tuwe. ( )11 thl' other 
ln11d. it ln· ··u1tirn:11<.: realit, .. 11.· J1ll'a11 · >. 1 • i,m11 ,,j 
u11in·r. al . uli . ta1 r • \rhi ·h undl'rlil' all L·i. ti11:• thin~ . 1,r 
if lw 1\1 ':tll~ th· It cali:~tic . \11 .Jut·. (1r h • i11cffah1 and 
u11k11m ·ahlt· •• )11l'" "f Pl11ti1111 . . t 1 ·1 mat •. n:lati11n le 1 

ultimall' rl'alit • cl1J 11 t incl HI· ; 11\' r ·la(1>11 t,, <;(Hi 1n tlw . . 
r ·ligi<111: :1...·11 "(• uf h • \ ml. . ·m 1 a - n ub , ·tntlcl lit it t" 
th·: ·h 'llll' < I malL"riali~m. na nrali:m. < • athl'i 11: lnll fl111y 
,,·i 1 mrn:h que ·ti11n; n l • ·pla11ati1>11 • ,nld it l>I...' littl'd i11t«1 
th· hristia11 r ·li,11 io11 with it: JHT:-.« ,nal ( ;tld, knnwn a11d 
wor:hipp ·d a urh .. ·um· religi<1u: phil():ophi ·:-. 111a~· rl'dure 
Cod tn a 11111\ 'Lal . uh~tanr .- th· olijt·ct "i . p rubti \' • 
thought, but 111 t oi wnr hip. \rtual r ·lig-i«11L ar • rhara ·
t •rized 1 y the ,,.< r:hip of a per n11a1 ( ;"cl. 

I 11 :moth ·r ·ontl...' t. re 1 igio11 ha: a ( 1111e,,·ha t di ff ·rl'nt 
m ·aning. Tli • author i. arguin~· i11r r ·ligi11tt • t1 ,I TatK •. and 
a_nain t th· icll'a o i nlll' rdi.1J'io11 iur all ma11l·iml. 11 • main
tain that thcr • i n() trtt • reliui, 11 and 111> ial I...' r ·ligirn1. 
. '01rn.· "ar' nttt <> i alignnwnt \\ ith ·« mtcmp >r;1 r~· t hunght. •• 
in that thL_ "ha,·· carri • I >Y ·r irorn th<. 11a ·ta mtmli Toi 
oh ol ·t • and Ii: ·arckd . cicntific not inn ..... " 

But ·,ery n·lig-ion in . o iar a. it ·u11ce1,e oi thL· uni,· ·rt· a th· 
mani il'~tation of p r ottality and l> ·n Ii ·11 . and i11 . o iar a. it 
imp ·I human Ii 'tng to a ma.·imum of m >ral iclcali . 111, i • a tru • 
n·ti,ri >lt. ( P. 1 L. 



TJJ J;, X l l W- .fl CRC JI N l·T 1 EW fJan .. 

Thi: :tat ·ment i: m ant pre:umahly to ·xpr •.: th liberal 
and tolerant view of r ligion. Lnt ii thcr" i~ m1 tru' r ·lif·ion 
and none fal"'c, ther • i. no altcrnati\· • a: to trul'. or fal: ·, 
and where there i: no alternati\·e thu- • i: nn rhoire: . o \H' 

are landed in the indiffcr ·nti~m \,·hich the autl1< r cl ewhere 
d ·nuunce:. The ,·ic,,· that all r ·ligi m: are more or le : true 
and mor or 1 -~~ fal~e ,rould explain much of the lilieral 
and toJ ·rant !-ientiment in Y1 }g11 • at th· pr : ·nt time: it ma> 
al:o explain the indi ffcrenti:m mrard: r ·l igion. and the 
fa 't that now ~n many rcn mncc r 'ligion ·dtogcthcr. ,ilh ·r 
in 'OnYirtiun or in ·ff ·ct. For th· author, hm, t'\' ·r. th • t ·s 
()f the truth of any religt()Jl i~ that it -,me in.·: th' uni, er . • 
a: th, mani fc~tation u i pcr:onality and hen ·lie ·11 • , and that 
it impels hnman h ·in:>-:-- to a ma.· irnum oi moral id ·~di . 111. 
Jn.-t what i:-- meant hy the uniYerse a~ the maniic:--t; ti(}n of 
per:onal ity and bencficcnc • i: a que. ti()n; an I he''" th ~ 
notion of personality can he ()i the uni,·er_'e or in the uni
Y ·r.·e i:-; also a 11m~stitm. Early Cr ·ck thought \\'a. (TU lel) 
hduzoic, and thi ." ma\. haYc :--uo-rre:ted . \ ri-..t<>tl :: id ·a of 

... .. C. .. 

th • uni ,·er: .. a!-- al i \T. 

The • hri:tian dnrtrin, of crcati n implie • that th· uni
n~r: • i: in origin and throt1g;hot1t ~piritnal. llr pl'.rhap. p ·r
~onal; hut thi,' i: another way of :a yin~ thal the ron ·eption 
of th m1i,Tr. c a~ the nnnif >.·tation oi p ·r. otnlit~· i 
r ycal d. 1 here i: 110 cyidencc that any examination ni th· 
univ r:c out. ide of man ,nm Id 1 ·ad to an idea of p ·r.·t m
ality. 1 t i: true that ,,. <.lo oh:crn.~ onl r i 11 t hc uni,. r: •. 

B cli : rn " and event. ccnr uniforml • and in : qu nc . 
. ·om l>l die . m >Y' and :om· 'Y nt: occur nnd ·r th imput • 
and lir ction of p•cotn1ity, :om• 111 'cl anirally. :onH.: to all 
app aran • :1 ntan u:ly. Th" .- tars ancl planet · 1 1m,. • 
r g-ularJy, hut my ·t ·ri u ·)y. nler impli s phm. and plan 
imp11 : th ,ugh : th )tlght i., a itmction < f pcrs( nality. Fer 
cur pr. nt km,\·ledge, h w • r. ther i: 11> con··iYahl· 

1111 ti n hctw n th· m \' m nt.· i th plan t: ancl :.rny 
p r:onal impuJ.· and dir cti m. Th th ught f p r. nal 
dir ction r mani f . tati n 111 ·, n fr 111 b,, n·ino- th~ 
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heh,n·ior oi hodie:. hut irom r '\. ·lation. irom \\·hich \\ • ha, • 

th d<ictrin· of ·rcatim. In th· ca:e oi c,ur m,·11 lrnli·, 

thcr' i.- a malt r n f fact conn rti, >11 h ·t\\ ·en min l and 

hody: lmt in t>Ur k1H>\\·lcdg and thought the conn cti m i 

a blank corr spond nc,. In . h >rt, to make th· 'one pti, 111 

of th .. uniY'r.e as a manife~tation oi personality th· t .t of 

a t ru" ·elig-ion i either to ace ·pt ren~lati()n >r t< re t un :t 

metaphy:ics \\·hich i.- . o compli ·ated ; ml unden·lopcd a · ti) 

lea<l to 110 po. itiYe re ·ult . ( )n the oth ·r hand. to mak • the 

character of impelling human h-'in:r"' to a na ·imum oi 

moral id ·ali:m the te:t, i to 1 •ay • th· Ii ·1 l r>f rcli: 1 i >11 

a Ito get her, and to fall to the 111 T • 1 _,· m"ral I •y ·I. 

\\·· han~ :elected th·:· p1>int: and di.-cu ·:cd th mat . <)Ille 

l ngth t, ·hm,· that the auth< r· . mind. in :pite o i hi: u • o i 

the traditional relicri m: yocalnllar) and id a:. ,, urk di -

tincti\· ·ly on the plan_. of naturali. m, and that hl' ha~ 111, 

clearly d !111 d principl : ,,·ith \\·hich to ·t ·r th· conr: • oi 

r ,Jjo-ion throucrh a cha1wi11°· wodcl. 
~ h , h 

Th • auth r di: ·u:. •: '"1 he Rol 1f P •h 0 ·ion in a t ' ha11°-
~ ~ 

ing \\Torl 1,·· "'ci nc • aml P "lio·i< 1,·· "The 'hu rch ancl 

:ocial ··in .'' ••'The \\Tid "ni11g- lloriznn: of.· >cial ~·en

ic \" "Th· 'hur h ~u I \ \'< rhl P 'ac '." "Th On· and Th· 

~ fany.'' "Liherali:m at t] r sn ad~." •'\Yhat i.- Happen

ing- to th ~\nprican 11cm ," "l•Jlucati n ancl th (1<0<l 

Lii •.'' and .. II)\\' ~hall \\T 1I ·t. trc Lif ?'' Th·~· :uhject • 

ar • handle 1 in an int r :ting ancl h ·lp ful ,ra: "n th, ·on

" ntional } ,y l. Ther • i: g0< d . cntim ·nt. good thinking, 

and stimulating :ugg·:ti\·cn ·~s. But there i. ·t lack oi cl 'tlr 

and con:i. t ·nt r ·lif·ious thinking: r li~i,m i. too much 

ron iu~cd \\·ith humani:--111. In this n.·:p ·ct the book helnng: 

tu the general cla:: oi in iectecl popular ' ·p, ·ition:. 

J> li~ri< n in th· prc:ent changing \Yorld mu. t cnmhi11c at 

1 ast thr in li .~ p n . able f atur ·:: cl ar and c< >11:i. t nt 

th ught of G d: f H. \' ·hti m: and o i \Ian. Th , hi:torical 

id a f a p r: nal ( ;ocl mu:t he rlari tied hy n '\\. know] dg- • 

f th" natur f Joel, and mu.~ t h giY n ib prop r I la c in 

the h dy of m cl rn the ught. ,., h • hi:toric~ I ~cc ptan ·c of 
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th· Iiil,k a: th· \\'ord ()i the Lord mtt:t l1 • ju. tified 1, • 11 .,,· 
h1c,\\·kd~e oi it: :piritttal m aning. and ,,i it. charn ·ter a: 
a b1Hly 1Jf n·,· ·alul truth ahllt1l man a. a .-piri•ual I> ·i11~1• • and 
;diout hi . r ·lati, 11 t" ( ;1 ,d. Tl e hi : torical ,·i ·w ()i man a. 
l':-- • nfr 11:· an imm, rtal . pi ritual I,ci11g mu. t he den·lnp cl i11 
krm.- o i new knowkd.n-c , f hi 111 ·taphy: iral. p. yd1nl1 gical. 
and . pi ri t 1:il nature. '"I hi: 11 ·w kn, >\Y led:• • \\' deri n· fr ,rn 
L he r --vdat i ,n: :• in·n thn m~ .. ;h .' \\ ·dcnl>nrg. \\·hen it i. r u11 -
re11tratcd in hi . d11c rin,· and phi lo. opl y oi 1, 1Ye. Th · 1 lar • 
,,f lr)n' in lif· and in phil , ,. ophy 11c·d · t, 11· 111,,rc fully 
1·11nwn :rnd t11lln.' comp! ·t •ly und r torn!. 1, • fore \\ l' r; 11 
1 H: ·t 'llH I . < I • ' the pre 1 ,km. (Ii 1111 ,d ·rn th 1 ~rht, and h • inr 
w' ran . teer the cnttr: • of r ·lig-i m throtH.:·h th· maze. 1>t 

thi: changin~· , •orld. 

LEw1. · I'. 1 lr -rr:. 
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Destined to be the most widely discussed book of 1931 

--

Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil"er 
For the pa t decade Liberals have been disporting them elves in an attack upon orthodoxy. They have bad 

a great time of it. ow, however, the battle has suddenly swept far beyond th Fundamentalist-Moderni t con
trover y and Liberal find themselves confronted with the common foe of all reliiion, liberal and orthodox alike 
-materialism and athei m. . . To a generation w'eakened by compromi e and di traught by the -~resumed im
plication of cience comes an utterance as providentially timed as theses of Luther. RELIGIO I A 

HA. GLTG WORLD wiJl take its place among the great books of the day. 
T he Jew Speaka to Am erican Relicloua Leaden 

Rabbi Silver of The Temple, Cleveland, has ever been to the fore in the battle for tolerance and social 
righteou ness. He is a Liberal. Yet, what is more important, he is. a prophet, and he mpha izes with the depth 
and training of Jewish thought the common and complex task which faces all .religions in a world clamorous for 
change. 

Som e Advan c e Comment• on the Book 
"\Ve have never read a volume that expressed in a finer manner, with a clearer enunciation, with greater 

force and with better philo opbical understanding, the problems with which organized religion i now faced ... 
J f you want to read a thought-~rovoking, keen analysis of the modern struggl~ and a philo ophic, optimi tiS! and 
helpful exposition of how religion can meet it, read this volume." 1 HE CHRISTIAN CENTUl'(Y. 

"A book to be read not once, or twice, but many, many times ... a book that include , yet transcends the 
fine t fruit of the world's philosophy." THE MODERN VJEW. 

"Rabbi ilv r peak with the words of the sage rath r than the thunders of the preacher. Satisfying reading 
in a day of distraction." NEW YORK WORI.D. 

"Refreshiog.t positive, and constructive.' I TER ATIO AL JOURNAL OF REUGIOUS ED. 
"It i the nne t thing in it field." DA IEL A. POLI G . 

January Choi ce Relic ioua Book Club 
RELIGIO. I A HA GI G \ ORLD ha been selected by a committee compo ed of Harry 

Emerson Fosdick, Charle Jayton :Morri on, Francis J. Mc onnell, . Parke Cadman, Howard 
Chandler Robbins, and Mary S. \\.''oolley a the be t ,book of the month for January. ·o book since 
The Impatience of a, Parson can claim o completely the attention of the reJigiou world. 

At All Bookstores 
RICHARD R. SMITH, INC. $2 12 East 41st Street New York 



Religion in a Changing World. By Rabbi 
Abba Hill l ilver, D.D. 204 pp. 2. 
Richard R. mith. ew York. 
Every religion today is feeling the 

ff ects of ·ecularism, athei m and ag
no tici m have made inroads every
where. It i • not surprising, ther fore, 
that wi th the pre ent drift from the 
::-;ynagogu ;tabbi Silver of Cleveland, 
Ohio, di tinJ,!u i hed for his books on 
J ewi h my. tici m, gives an apology 
fo r thei ~m to the youth of today. He 
tand firmly again t the tendency of 

materia m and atheism, and holds 
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PA 'I R Lt:C O K PRAI E RABBI 
SIL ER 

Editor, I 
IhaR 'm,-May I call your attention, and 

perhap through your paper, to the attention 

of your fellow countrymen, an exceedingly 

valuable book that ha recently be n publi h d 

from the pen of Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver, of 

Cl ,. land Ohio, . '? nyone who is at 

all arquainted with r ligiou literature i well 

aware of the world' unpayable debt to your 

peopl , and :rnyone ,. ho ha b en at all con

e rn d about th be t intere t of the nited 

:tatc. during th last t\ enty five year 

understand that th spiritual in ight and 

lead 1ship of your Rabbi ha · b en indist

pen ·able . This lat :t book by Rabbi ilver, 

which i • ·alled "R ligion in a Changing World" 

i by all odcl th mo t xciting and h lpful 

book that I have r ad in the last fi.v year , 

and I am ure that you " ill not regret reading 

and r commending it to other .-Fraternally 

your·. 

Th r por,ula r h 
or Rabbi bbR Hill 

IT mpl , Cle\ land, 1~ 
1n November by RI 
Inc., 12 E~ ... t 41i:t 
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1930, pp, 204. 2.00. 
rk: mith, 
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Religion as the Social 
Ntr z._ -z 2 ?>/ 

RELIGION IN A CHANGING ultihtate social idealism of the 
WORLD. By Abba Hillel Silver. 
204 pp. New York: Richard- R. race"; it is "the indefeasible optl-

87'\it~, Inc. $2. mism of the race which sustains 

I
T ls with a hallenging, assured itself on the conviction that the uni

and ringin: voice, but still a verse ot which man is a part is the 

persuasive one, that Rabbi dwelling place of life, not of death, 

Silver, o* the Temple, Cleve- of reason, not of insensibility, of 

land, sends Orth his message to a goodness, not of evil"; its domain 

world in ,>heaval, bearing testi- .. is the personality of man and it 

moPY to t-e necessity, the efficacy, eternal value to man is that through 

-ie Ine, ability of the essential religious experience he can develop 

PrlncfpJs and Ideals of religion. and enrich hfs personality"; It "a!

Tbe bo,k consists of a collection of firms that the universe is es entiallJ 

ten p,pers, which apparently have not a machine but a personality, 

been addresses or sermons, on as and that the primary !acts in nature 

man different subjects. But they are lite, thought and purpose"; it 

are all so closely related in theme "is, fn a sense, a summary of the 

and so similar In purpose that they basic spiritual interests and needs 

make a complete Wh">le fitly cap- of all ages.,. Perhaps this para

Uot;ied by the title. Tht> ten papers graph expresses as compactly as 

present as many phases of the part anything in the book Rabbi Silver's 

religion can take in the inspiration conception of religion. 

the guidance and the betterment of When religion on the strength 

a changing world. of its own postulates speaks to 

But Rabbi Silver has his o-- con- men ot God and the moral order 
... "" of Hi8 universe, when it sets 

ception of what religion is, an e.,i:- about unifying and ennobling 

alted conception, liberal, practical, human life by giving it a central 

spiritual, that has little in common motif, ~hen it reaches down to 
the ma.1nsprings of human con

with what a great majority of peo- duct, which are our elemental 

ple conceive it to be. It fs not the wishes and desires, and sets about 

tradition I ligi b directing them Into socially benef-
. a re on, ut something lcent channels, when it utters Its 

very different, something that is prophetic burden of juatice and 

broadly based and deeply rooted in love and holiness and peace then 

human • needs and hearts, that is its voice fa the voice of eternal 

vital, enriching, timeless. His book spiritual truth, irrefutable and ln-
vincjble. 

is full of eloquently phrased defl- The id & of reJigfon and its ser

nitions and attributions of the quali- vice to man, which Rabbi Silver 

ties of thia religion, and its values .sets forth, has nothing to do with 

for mankfnd - It "represents the churches and creeds and tradition-

Idealism of .the Race 
al beliefs. There ls a chapter on which the liberal must wage mces

the conflict between religion and I sant warfar in th modern world 

science that ia likely to make both are, he thinks, the usurping state, 

the denying scientist and the as- the usurping class and the usurp

serting churchman wince and open Jng machine. When he comes to 

his eyes. For the author speaks his inqu!ry as to th changes going 

frankly of the faults, the desire to on in the Am rican horn he deals 

dominate. of both, and shows sci- with the ubject frankly and brings 

ence a.s now trying to play the role out the convictions of religion 

which religion formerly took and "touching the basic sanctitie of 

a.s being likely to work as much human life." 

evil by its imperialistic temper, if Rabbi Silver speaks with courage 

it does not learn wisdom in time, and with keen observation when he 

as did the other. Both ot them discusses briefly the much-asserted 

are man-made and hedged about "revolt of youth," which has been 

with limitations. Science ls the so much talked and written about 

response to the human need for that mo t people have come to b&

knowledge and power. Religion lieve in it. But he skeptically sug

is th re pon to the human gests that the theme has been 

need for hope and certitude. One "overplayed by middle-aged moral

is an outreaching for mastery, ists and lecturers." It is his con-

the other for perfection. viction that 

In the chapters on the church and 
social justice, on social service and 
on the attitude o! the church t~ 
ward world peace. Rabbi Silver 
abows what a very practical role 
the kind of religion he ~ts forth 
should play and the beneficent 
force it could make ot itself in the 
sorry moder.n world. Religion as a 
unifying, harmonizin possibility is 
set forth in a paper on the divid
ing, discordant factors of civllir.a
tlon, the antagonistic creeds, races, 
nations. In religion Rabbi Silver 
finds an ally for liberalism and in 
America he sees liberal tendencies 
most in evidence in religious 

thought~ The three enemws a&abu1t 

In matters that really count, in 
political, economic and social 
thinking, in questions of social 
justice, war and peace, national
ism and patriotism, our young 
people are as orthodox, aa unim
aginative and as submissive as 
the most hidebound Babbitts of 
their day. 

The volume is, indeed, a chal
lenging, dauntless sort of book. 
Not in a long time bas any one 
come forward in such exalted and 
at the same time practical spirit 
to question the tendencies of the 
modern world and to offer for its 
healing with such absolute u
viction the ideals and purpo~"s or 
religion. FLOu r- Frnr-11 KIi" i.t. 

I 
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The Church in the Social Order 
Before me are the writings* of two modern min

i ter , leaders in their re pective faith . Preachers both 
of them, they have carried-to a greater or les er ex
tent-their ideal from the cloi ter and pulpit to the 
hardi r arena of the market place and workaday world. 
They may not therefore be di mi ed by the cynically 
critical a mere theoretician and vi ionarie , completely 
out of touch with the ·tubborn and grim fact of our 
indu trial ociety. 

ide from the imilaritie mentioned, it hould 
be noted that both of them are member of th . \m r
ican ivil Libertie ~nion, and that both the ·e book 
were cho en one after the other a the ho ice of the 
Reli(Yiou • Bo k lub. fter the e likene- e - ar men
tioned, the cro road are reached, and in following 
th m on their journ y through the page of th ir book 
-to ay nothing of carrying out their prea<:l1111ent -. 
I find my elf being e corted along two radically dif
ferent religiou path : a radically cliff rent a the lib
eral and radical are from each other. 

Dr. ilver, treating of the relati n hip the church 
. h ulcl maintain toward the tate with r gard to our 
econ mic order and y. tern .. ay , ·'Th church cannot, 

f c ur e, align it elf with a propao-anda f r n pe
cific economic y tem a again t anoth r. . . . The 
church i not concerned with y tem but with the afe
guarding of principle which each ag mu t be chal
le1wed to work into such a y tern a: will b ·t meet 
it · economic need ·." (Page 60.) 

Dr. \Varel, contrariwi e, probing- to the root of 
our social ·ystem, ·e • clearly th p ril of the itua
tion which .. . . . limit the utteranc • of the pulpit 
of the church bodie to general principle , and leave 
detail to the laymen . . . when they attempt to d -
cid what form of property are not ju tifi cl by the 
ethic of the (Yo pel, then the war i n . . . if there 
i no actual rrrappling with exi ting in. titution . . . 
it capacity for tran forming civilization is impaired.'' 
(Page · 23, zc;_) 

'ilvcr him elf is witne to the wisdom of \j arcl' • 
in. i tcnce on the need to d al in particular and con-
r ·tion ·, and thi • i. on the que ·tion of P ace. il-

ver urge · the church t endor e the \ oriel urt, he i • 
illustrating the truth of Ward' dictum that the church 
i r ,fu in<T to come to grip with the Franken tein 
m n ter capitali m, though it i by now, after the ad 
and disillu ioning exp ri nee of the v rid War will
ing t grapple with the other Franken tein war. \ ard 
illuminatin<Tly points out that "th cl mane! of the 
churche for a warlc:: world . . . hav mo d away 
fr m vague, piou • cntimentality toward practical con-
cretene • . . . . or i - it likely that a pra 0 matic cthi 
alone will carry u: ov ·r the. intrenchment. of pa ion 
and pr judice.'' I ag 1.) 

I have air ady call ·d attention t \j arcl' uperior 
in. ight int the cntangl 'rn nt and allianc of the hm:ch 
with th stat', in the matter f our con mi and m
du:--trial order. 1 f c i. as ma ·t rly and c urag u with 
re<Yard to th' wh 1,. menace of war and militari m. 
Hi tar . hinc so much bright r a on 

*"\\,'l11ch \Vay Religion?" hy Rev. Harry F. \ ard. • ew York. 
The .1acmillan Company. 2.00. 

"Relil{ion in a hanginR" " orld," by Rabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver. 
Richard ' mith, Inc. ' w York. 2.00. 

the darker background of • ilver' optim1 m and ro
manticism. "Education i , in the la t analy i ·, man-
kind' sure t irenicon. . . ntil the nation f th 
world are as ured of a competent internati nal agency 
which will prot ct them again t unju ·tifi cl a gr -
sion, th y \ ill not, they cannot, they should n t di. arm. 
The church will be in a po ition to create a r al tem
perament for peace, a peaceful frame of mind, a will 
to peace. P ace i not altogether a que tion of eco-
nomic . ation do not make war or e tabli h peac 
olely for conomic rea on ." (Pa e 1.) ~ ilvcr ! 

ard mince no word in coming out clir ctly and 
tellin(T how " ur new rnilitari tic nationali m i aft r 
all only an a ·pcct of a larger fact-our cc n mic im
periali m. . . . The demand for preparedne : r ·due 
finally t the ·imp! idea that w are now a very w althy 
people living in a v ry wicked world which will tak 
our po sc ion away from u unlc • w can def ·nd 
them. . . . nderneath is th un: en force of our 
new l>illion of paper wealth, with its l gal claim · to 
income concentrated in a fraction of th' people but 
cattered ar uncl the earth."' \ ard, in giving due 

weight to the economic int ·rpretation of hist ry, ''ha . 
the jump" n 'ilv r. \ ard i the rcali t a. he rec g
nize the ro t of war in our economic order. ~'ih·er 
i th optimi t and impractical vi ionar a · he J ut hi . 
tru. t in a tate of min t ,at th cl,urc 1 i to inculcat . 
It remain for \ ard to point out the menac • in th 

ational Defcn ct and it: activitie of military 
training in hi(Th -ch ol and college:, R. T. . and 
Boy 'cout or0 anization 

n appreciation of ~ ovi t Ru ·sia i • a · sur ,]y th • 
mea ure o a man the <lay. a any ther one thing. 
' ilver carefully and convcni ntly k eps a · far away 

fr m thi ubj ct a po · ible, though he cl c·, at a 
few udden mom nt ·, cla h in tealthily and d ·al the 
~oviet - a quick blow. The t ne of his r [crence to 
the "reel go pel of Ru: -ia,'' the· red frat rnity,"' "th 
llol ·hevik H.u . ia today " which he ays, "'i: th pro
letariat cla which i playing the old <ram f u:urpa
tion," -how him to be far from friendly to that re
gime. urely he :how - a lack of those very qualiti -
of faith and l yalty to th· ideal which he claims i the 
·pecial province of the reJi,Tioni ·t, when he is unable 
to di cern n the horizon th, cla I ·s ·ociety of • ial
i ·m, that will ush r in the universal brotherh d of man 
in reli ,-ion. \ ard e:tabli ·h hi right to the com
pany of th, 11 ·niuses and pr ph t • of our ag • by hi 
vi. i n and urn! r ·tanding with regard t 'ovict Pus ·ia. 
\\ ard ha · th· e prophetic word - to utt r n Ru:. ia: 
.. It is a rcli ri n of action. . . . It i • in iali m 
that we find th real rclirri n f cienc . . . . . nd 
it i • amon<r th' communi:ts, th militant wing of the 
• ciali t • that w find th' foll cl el pmcnt of the r -

ligious elem ·nt • in that m vem nt. . . . In Ru ia 
with a cl ·an fi Id b fore it, ommunism ha: cl ·v ·I ped 
into a new tatc r lio-ion. . . . It :tancl • a nc of 
th (Treatest hits of human n<Yin •ering cv r achieved. 
. . b. Bdiincl it i • one of the 1110:,t pow ·rf nl r ligion 
·vcr elev •loped hy man. . . . Th :iiessianic hop ha 
thu - h •come communiz d. . . . \\That i • cl ar i' that 

ommuni:m .-tripp cl f it: dogmati - gl rification and 
u of fore -in c mmon with iali m-rriv - u • the 
r lirri n of humanity." 

' . to th pr -pective r adcr f th b k under 

) 
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review, I can ay only thi . 1£ you want to r ad for 
the unadulterated joy of reading, if you want to be 
charmed and oothed by flowing, fluid...Q_rator as were 
the congregants of the silver-tongued Ra 1, then you 
may turn eagerly to the popular volume by Rabbi Sil
ver. You may re t assured he will charm and en
chant you with his vivid verbal imag ry-·'the modern 
ci nti t i like a child who uddenly find himself in 

a new and marvelou toy- ·hop." He will entertain you 
with ome choice legends that unavoidably bob up in 
the cour e of a tirring ermon. He will treat of the 
whole gamut of human society and institution that are 
Ii t d in the table of content • of cience, social ju -
tic , ocial ervice, liberalism and education. ttrac
tivc, isn't it? nd o it i ! But all that glitter and 
gli tens i not " ilver. ' I found nothing but th am 
dull balderdash that is to be had at all our in titution 
of liberali m and pragmati m, that never plumb the 
d pth of our tragic and cru l civilization-with its 
economic realitie , it privileged and dominant cla 
and it. rule of propertied inter t . Of cour e a book 
like thi • would be a b t- eller, and ther in i it con
olation. .... year from today, will it be remembered? 

It i my rue that it popularity i an ephemeral one, 
fated to di appear quickly a it de erve . 

nd of the oth r b ok what can I ay? But it 
i hardly fair to call it a book, with that term being 
bandied about o loo ely and indi criminately. ot 
given to (.nthu ia m easily, neverthele I find my elf 
turning the e page in a humbled and wor hipful mood. 
For ther peak through th se page a in the writings 
of a Tol. toy and a andhi, th voice of a prophet. 
.... o mincincr of word here, no flinching at taking a 
re olut and danrrer u tand. Which \Vay Religion? 
The question narrow down "to the role that it ~ ill 
play when the next tage of economic organization is 
bein(T u h red in. . . . " nd that tage i amidst 
u now. ''It i the weakne al o of th intellectual 
mov m nt in Prote tanti m that it i apart from the life 
and needs of the common people." 1 To piou platitude 

here, but in it pla e, hard unpalatable truth . ava
lanche of rhetoric and oratory, though hi feeling: and 
entiment are at uch a whit heat that you ar r -

minded of Theodore Dr i er, with his quality of infi
nite compa ion for human uffering tied toegther with 
the ame ov rt ability to do omething about it. And 
don't think ard i hard t read! Hi cial pa ·sion 
and profound in. i Yht ha lent a fluidity and ca , to 
hi writing that make it mo t readable. 

A ard bring to a p arhead the que tion of the 
role of the church in our indu trial oci ty, he actually 
may be aid to be ve ted in the mantle of the proph ·t
and not of th chool of th prophet eith r ! \\'arcl 
ee clearly and unmistakably that th fate f the church 

hinge on it relation hip t our economic ord r of 
apitali. m, and its intricacic. f militari -..111 and im

p ·riali ·m. The labor mov ·ment i at pre ent inert, if 
not rea tionary, in the L~nit ·cl .'tat ' , and the part the 
church will play in the battl betw en capital and labor 
will be d ci iv . arcl . the church in the em-
barra ing po ition of having to make a definite choic , / 
and not in ab traction or generalization . If it throws 
in it lot with our iniquitou , capitali tic y ·tern. th n / 

rganiz cl religion in America will rro down with the 
ship when it ·ink:. \ ar<l ha thrown down th gage 
to the church. wh ther it ·hall urvive or p ri h. 

ATHA.·£ _ELL. 

Note 

Dr. J. T. ' uncl rlan<l' wid ly r ad boc.,k on India, 
nti tled "India in Bondage,'' ha ju t been iorbiclclcn 

publi ·ation in England. The gr at Encrli ·h publi. hers, 
.\11 11. ·awin T ompany, London, had rc-·eivcd th ' 
r ·vi d rnanu cript and wer etting type when th 

rder came topping the work. The book. publi-11 ·cl 
in . mcrica and France, ,.,.·a. barr d in India on its fir t 
appearance. Th truth of Dr. ' underland':-. te. timony 
about Driti. h rule in India i. abundantly a te. t ·cl by 
thi . record of event.. 

Correspondence 
Citizen No. 1 or Jesus as He Was 

Editor of U ITY: 
The cooperation of the J e i e sential to a real un

derstanding of J esu by a Chri tian. For many year . I 
have hoped that the Jew and the Christian wou Id come to 
discu s Jesus together. Jesus for many, many centurie 
ha been hrouded in unreality becau e of a lack of uch 
cooperation. Within the last month two articles written 
bv Jews on the ubject of Jc u have appeared in ITY. 

On January 11 appeared an article by Rabbi Louis L. 
, fann, entitled: "What Christma Means to a Jew," and 
on January 1 was publi hed an article by Rabbi Loui I. 

ewman, entitled: "If I Were a hri tian." 
In the art icle by Rabbi Mann, the entence which ha 

made the most powerful effect on me, and which eem to 
~o t the root of the problem, i the following: 

"The time ha come, I firmly believe, wh n the 
crucifi ·ion tory mu t be retold o as not to make the 
Jew the villain in the drama of alvation. That the 
Jew did not kill J esu very cholar know ." 

Per anally, I hould like to hear a little more alon~ t~at 
line from Rabbi Mann. an he retell the cruc1fix1on 
ft.M'.,? H lhhh: 'Un--.. l-.n1;., •• ., .. +l..-,+- the Je':v did not kill 

killed J e. u , certain Jew , in J eru alem \\ ere cooperating 
with the Roman to bring about the death. Each prop i
tion here mu t be looked into with the mo. t extr me cau
tion. \Ve mu t get our fact · right, otherwi e we hall 
never be able to "retell' the tory of the crucifixion. \ e 
mus not try to retell thi tory either in iavor of the 

hristians or in favor of the Jew . \Ve have a new object 
before u , to get a picture of Je ·us as he wa . 

My general conception of J e us i that he wa in some 
way or other a founder of civic right , in a world \ here 
civic right practically did not exist. Once in England, I 
heard J u referred to a " itizen l." That ~eem to 
be about right. 

Rabbi ewman, in hi article peak a follow : 
"If I were a hri . tian, I would eek to place J -u 

of azareth in hi rightful place in the line of religiou 
leader . I would con ider him a a Rabbi in I ra I, a 
patriotic young Jewi h champion, who lived, uff r d 
and died a a Jew. I would apply to the tory of hi 
life the tricte t canons of lit rary and hi t rical 
critici m." 
The thought come to me that if we ~pply the e 

canon , we mu t re erve judgment, at lea t until we fini h 
• • • ,n hoth a to \i hether J e u wa. a "rabbi" 

- - ., "religio.~ leader." 
lnrt Chri -



tatus of R ion 
n hanging \ T orld 
kREUGION IN A CHANGING 

ORLD, by Abba Hillel Silver. 
ichard R. Smith, inc. $2. 

In the midst o! our depressions, 
~piritual as well as economic, it, is 
,'beartening to find a writer who be
lieves something deeply, _ states it 
forcefully, all without argument or 
exhortation. Silver believes in "the 
universe as the manifestation ot di
vine thought and purpose and o! 
man's at-homenes.s in it." He thinks 
the function of religion is "to cherish 
and safeguard the vit:ll and indispen
sable hopes ot the race, as long as 
hey are not controverted by. surer 

knowledge, and as lonu a they serve 
ad, nnclng needs or human life." Our· 
prevalen t pessimism 1s based upon-

I our feeling that al though kr.owledse 
mav increase, it "wtll bring us d"
creased happine s, nobllitr, and gel! 
c. tcPm." All of our boasted ma chln-
pr is a poor substltut.e for "idealism, 
hor,e , and human pride." "Reli~ion's 
th ird role ln the world is to nurtur"' 
thr. i:pl I~ o ( hopc!ulnC'c;s amonl,! men." 

The twn thlni;t~ " 'hirh lE'nd hope 
to man Pl P that dPi;pit.e his rlrcum
srribrd Jl{ r he can achievP Ftl'Pa tl ' R nd 
h:i,·p t.hP 0i:rnrancP t.hat about, his 
flnlt.P Jlfp '' thcr~ 1.-; thr E'\' rlastlnit 

-::::.,;::::. liff' of Gnrl in Whom all hum,m A.::1-
(""'\_' plra tiom find their ~urety nnd con
'-J ummatinn.'' 

.... ' ... For R:ib l sn,·cr rf'li~ion and 
sci net 11re two • hemispherM qr 
thought. The function of scient 
i~ to give man knowledge a 
power. Th function of religion is o 
give him hope and certitude. Sicenie 
1s a reach for power while religion s 
a. reach for perfection. Both are m n 
made and expand with the onwa d 
march of the race. i 

The la t three-fourths of the b k 
1 given to an appeal to the church o 
take the lead in establishing so al 
justl , re ting world peace, deep -
in t e s nse of worth in the indi 1-
dual, and making richer group 11! 
Nick Comfort. 
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Religious l .. empest Rages 
in ''University Teapot" 

C1111-,iderahl ·xcitcmcnt \\·a: rccenth· 
:-.tirrcd tt) in Canada hy puhlicati1111 11f th·· 
-;tatcmcnt in th· "\ ,tr:-.it,·'', the Toro11t1J uni

H'rsity 11 ·wspap ·r. that tile 111aj<1ril\· 11i under
graduates arc ''practical atheists". 

1 t is a . criou" qu ·sti1 ,n \\'hcthcr th · a,·er
age unin~r:ity . tuclcnt's half-baked idea: on 
the fundamental prohl •111-; 11i the ttni,·crsc 
1111ght tll he ren:i,·cd with an\'lhing hut an 
indulgent smile. 

·•1cicty b ·tn\\·,.._ ncn·' c,·en· time it hears 
pert uni, ·er.' ity ~-1,uth demolish the ittnda-
111e11tals \\·ith neat phra-,e...;. . \bha I lill •l 
. ·ih·cr, a mcrnbct· of the . ' atillnal I lillcl ·0111-

111ission, in a striking hook, "Religion in a 
Changing \\"(Jr]d", ju:-.t 1n11Jli-,hcd, has this to 
:-. ;l\ about our unin.~rsil\· ,·1>11th: . . . 

"Our young people," he writes, "are no more 

critical, radical or intellectual than their elders. 

If the generation of young people were truly 

revolutionary in thought and mood, it would 

give evidence of this in the attitude toward the 

economic problems, the political problems and 

the international problems of our day. 

"We venture the assertion that there is no 
more stand-pat young man in the world than 
the raccoon-coated homo sapiens of the Amer
ican campus. 



RELIGION IN A CHANGING WORLD. Hy 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. Richard R. Smith, 
lnc. $2.00. 

"There is no more conservative, stand-pat man 
in the world than the racoon-c.oated 'homo 
sapiens' on the American campus ... We su~pect 
that this Revolt of Youth has been over-played 
by middle-aged moralists and lecturers. . . . 

... Never was liberal theology in such a mortal funk 
rt> as it it is today. . . . But [the patient and sober 

religionist) knows that nothing has transpired to 
shake the foundations of religion. . . . Nor will 
[he] be impressed by the argument of the 
humanist .... 

"The conflict between Science and Religion is 
more apparent than real. . . . Man cannot live 
by facts alone. . . . The need of God is as real as 
the need of food. . . . The doctrinnaire scientist 
today is inclined to exhibit some of the uncom
mendable qualities of the noveau riche. 

"The religious man will be more than moral. ... 
He will be a moral pathfinder .... In the face of 
these things [unemployment, etc.] the Church can
not, dare not remain silent . . . must not wait 
until the flotsam and jetsam of social wreckage 
come drifting to its doors. It must anticipate dis
aster .... Can the Church survive prosperity?" 

And so on. Here is a book without a single dull 
page. It faces with a critically-intelligent and 
sympathetically-c.onstructive attitude the major 
areas of life-problems today. No one concerned 
with its theme can fail to enjoy it• nor come away 
unrewarded. 

WILLIAM E. KROLL. 



linister Tells ,, hat's 
\Vrong ,, ith Relig ion 

Religioll i,1 Cl Cha11g·w1 World--Rabl 

Abba Hillel ih i·-Richard R. Sni"th 

An attempt to stir modern religiou: thought 

from its timidity and diffidence is made by Rabbi 

Silver in this eries of addresses which wa11 

chosen a. the January selec ion by the Religion. 

Book lub and as February selection by the 

Jewish Book of the Month lub. Rabbi ilve • 

who le lur"d in 'Minneapolis last month un1ler 

lhe auspices of th 'oun ·Il of Jewii,h V\ o en. 
sets himself . quar ly against the tendencie~ of 

the day to contend that the function of religi n 

ii< to resi t pr cipitate change. to distinguh,h 

critkally between the novel and the new an t lJ 

con erve the icb piritual heriln.g of the p~t. 

ome of the chapters are: "The Role of 

ligion in a Changing World." " cience and 

ligion." "The Chm ·h and So ial Justice." '' 

Widening Horizons of Social Service, "What I. 

Happening to the American Home.'' 

Rabbi Silver is president of the Bureau of 

Jewish Education and vicepre ident of the Zon• 

ist Organization of America. He was decorated 

by the French government. For those who 

would know the tenets of a m odern minister this 

ta an illuminating book. .! <,; l!N '- , - ... _ 
~ (i /.{,, ., 



Religion tn a Changing World. By RABBI 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER. New York: Rich
ard R. Smith. $2. 

THE thing that strikes me about Rabbi 
Silver's book is his amazing awareness of 
what is going on in the world about him 
and the clarity of his vision as to the part 
religion must play in it. 

Here are ten chapters, addresses perhaps, 
or essays, and in the course of them he puts 
his finger on most of our modern social and 
religious problems, and sounds never a 
false note. Not that his treatment of every 
subject is exhaustiYe. It isn't; but it is 
always vital, thoroughly informed, with 
adequate backgrounds and truly religious
we had almost written truly Christian. 

Without intending to do so, Religion in 
a Changing World becomes almost an 
irenicon of Judaism and Christianity, both 
at their best. The author's sense of the 
abiding significance of the spiritual heri
tage of the past is refreshing. There are 
so many present-day prophets whose pre
sumptions are against anything old.er than 
the end of the nineteenth century that it 
is heartening to find one who rather 
bluntly insists that a theory needs some
thing in addition to novelty to make it 
conclusive. The author is able to do this 
in a style that makes a book easy to read 
and hard to stop reading once we have 
begun. 

Rabbi Silver is of the lineage of the 
prophets. There are pages where one can 
almost hear Amos in 1931, talking as this 
book talks; and there are pages where 
the figure of Amos fades out and it is the 
voice of Hosea we hear. We can think of 
no more stimulating exercise for a Chris
tian preacher who has carefully preserved, 
indexed and catalogued his old sermons 
for use in his next pastorate, than to sit 
down with this book from the pen of a 
Jewish rabbi and make the disquieting and 
saving discovery of how very dead a ser
mon must be that was preached ten years 
ago-or even five. WALLACE H. FINCH. 

Mount Vernon, N. Y. 
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Does Religion 
Change? 

1 BELIEF UNBOUND. 
1 By William Pepperell Mon

tag,,Je ... New Haven: Yale 
Univer ity Press ... $1.50. 
RELIGION IN A 
CHA GING WORLD. 
By Abba Hillel Silver ..• 
Ne w York : Riclrnrd R. 
SmU/i ... $2. 

Reviewed by 
JOHN HAYNES HOLMES. 

MR. MONTAGUE, tn this small 
book of large Importance, 1s 

con vinced that religion i a changing 
phenomenon, or at least must change 
It it is to survive. In its Christian 

'-... doctrinal forms religion today la 
tr) under ferocious attack. Certain 
~ phases of Christianity-its authori-
1 tarlanlsm, its asceticism and other
('( worldliness, its metaphysics of super-

na turalism--are utterly repugnant to 
the modern mind and must be aban
doned. Even its sanction of morality 
cannot longer stand, for "true mo
rality ls without sanction." But out 
of "the welter of usages" such as 
these religion "leaps out to meet us 
and challenge our minds and our 
hearts." It calls for reinterpretation 
in the light of the new day. 

Religion tn tts essence Mr. Mon
tague describes variously, and yet al
ways to the same end. It is "the 
pos lblllty that what ls highest In 
spirit is also deepest in, nature." It 
Is "the faith that there is in nature 
an urge or power other than man 
himself that makes for the kind of 
thing that man regards as good." It 
1s "the belief In a power greater than 
ourselves that makes for good." 
Whether this belief ls true or not is 
to Mr. Montague a matter of vast Im
portance. He sees a momentous pos-
alb111ty at stake. For "It is a ques
tion not of the validity of this or 
that theory M to the nature of the 
physical world or as to the origin 
and destiny of the human race, but 
tg,e question whether the thlng1 we 
.are for most are at the mercy o! the 
~lngs we care for least ." 



Mr. Montague admits that we can
not be sure of anything. Religion, 
even when unbound of its dogmatic 
fetters, is "neither certainly and ob
viously true, nor certainly and 
obviously false, but possibly true." 
Upon this poseibillty, however, he 
stakes everything. He ftnds his faith 
ahaken at the outset by the problem 
of evil, which he concedes must in
validate the "mrmation of an om
nipotent God. But he cannot get 
away from the coincident problem 
of good, which he insists must in
validate the negation of some kind 
of a God. "Nature makes altogether 
too many winning throws for us not 
to suspect that she ls playing with 
dice that are loaded-with life and 
mind and purpose. So we are con
fronted with a God, or 90methlng 
very like a God." Coming to a final 
formulation of his faith, Mr: Mon
tague declares that God exists as "an 
Infinite, all-inclusive cosmic life, 
whose will to good ls single, pure and 
finite, one force among many in that 
chaos of existence which God tlnds 
within Himself and which is the world 
He would perfect." The old God is 
like the old dead Zeus. This new 
God is like Prometheus, who, in the 
unforgettable language of H. G. Wells, 
"fights through men against Blind 
Force and Might and Non-Existence; 
who fights with men against the con
fusion and evil within us and with
out, and against death ln every form; 
who loves us as a great captain loves 
his men, and stands ready to use us 
tn his immortal adventure against 
waste, disorder, cruelty and vice." 

Mr. Montague gives us a superb 
gesture of pragmatic, humanistic 
faith. But this book ls more than 
a gesture. It Is a construction, 
grounded on reason and buttressed 
by knowledge, of the new religion 
which ls destined to meet the needs 
and Justify the hopes of minds that 
are at once intelligent, informed and 
fret. 
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Religion in a Changing World, by Abba 
Hillel Silver (Richard R. Smith. $2'.ro'f. 
R~'s prominence in American reli
gious life in itself would give significance to 
this book, but it is to be commended above 
all for its intrinsic worth. The Religious 
Book of the Month Club has chosen it as 
the book of the month for January, but we 
predict that it may become the book of the 
year. In a series of related addresses Rabbi 
Silver comes to close grips with the prob
lems of religion in a changing era, speaking 
with all the pas,;ionate earnestness of the 
great prophets of his race and with no 
small measure of their rhetorical beauty and 
strength of utterance. There are passages 
that fairly glow with spiritual vision, while 
others in their clearness and incisiveness re
veal truth in something of its elemental 
beauty and cut through sham and pretense 
with keen effectiveness. We can think of 
few books that have appeared in recent years 
more c;alculated to hasten and deepen that 
revival of religion for which many have been 
looking-a revival that will not be an emo
tional revamping of old religious moods, but 
a re-manifestation of faith, with its bold 
and fearless application to the problems of 
an age of cynicism and despair. For Rabbi 
Silver, it should be said, sets himself squarely 
against the tendencies of the age. A liberal 
in the deepest and truest sense of the term, 
ignoring for the most part any distinction 
between Judaism and Christianity and' dis
cussing the Church and its problems as a 
vital part of that whole world of spiritual 
values in which he profoundly believes, he 
brings his plain challenge not only to ma
terialism and atheism, but also to that hu
manism which he regards as an expression 
of the panic and confusion res11lting from 
the loss of faith in the - Eternal. On the 
whole, however, it can hardly be said to be 
a controversial book. It is positive and con
structive, ana aestructlve 01: wea"m'"'" auu 

falsity, not so much by attack as by its own 
dynamic contrast of strength and truth. Per
haps the Rabbi's most mordan~xample of 

critical relentlessness is in the remark that 
"the sex realism of much of our literature 
today is, of course, not liberalism, but ex
hibitionism"-but that penetrative aphorism 
is hardly typical of the book as a whole, 
which is more patiently expository in its 
methods. To the preacher who has gone 
stale in his preaching, who has lost faith in 
himself, in his Church, or even in his Christ, 
we say, get this book by a Jewish Rabbi and 
read it. If it doesn't produce a quickening 
of faith, a revitalizing of religion, a new pas
sion to preach, and teach, and lead, possibly 
also a new capacity to endure and suffer, we 
should say that the case is hopeless. We 
should advise the man unmoved by it to get 
out of the ministry. The average layman 
will be well advised to get this book, to read 
it himself, and pass on a copy to his minister. 



Rabb! Sliver -newa religion as a 
Catie rather than a changing force. 

Thoroughly llberal and enllghtPned 
in his ideas, ha yet sees the world 
as a moving panoraMa, with religion 
standing unshaken as of old. He 
writes of aclence, social Justice, world 
peace, the American home, the good 
life, and emphasizes in them all those 
eternal spiritual verities which change 
not with the changing years. Cour
ageous yet conservative, Rabbi Silver 

Ives us eloquent and fervent re
inder that each latest fashion of 
ought and conduct marks not neces

arily, nor even probably, the end 
of what the fathers knew. 



The Prophetic Message of 
I rael fa ot Dead f 

RELIGIO IN A 
CHA GI G WORLD 

. R .A I IU .. EL ILVER 

o book in om· g n ration h, 
attracted o much favorable 
att ntion from o many unu ual 
our e . It b ar the endor -

men t of over 100 Prote. tant 
leader ; it wa the January 
Choice of the Religious Book 
Club and the February alternate 
choice of the J wi h Book Club! 
Itha been accorded recognition in 
the ecular pr -throu h . uch 
medium a The ew York 
Time -altogether uncommon for 
a book on religion. Jew Cath
olics and Prot tant vie with 
each other in acclaimino it 
mes age for our day. 

Some of the Comments 
PROTESTANT: 

0 The 6n t thing in its field. He is B worlhy 
8uocessor to the Prophet!! of Israel". Daniel A . 
Poling. . . . "F w books bav appeared in r nl 
year more calculated to hasten and deepi:n the 
revival of religion for which all of us ar looking"'. 
Congregationali,t. "\\' have never read a bo -
that xpr ed in a finer manner, wilh • clearer 
enunciation, with gr ateJ- force and. better pliil~ 
o ophical und rstaoding the pmbl.em with which 
reHgioo ia faced". hrutian Cmturu . . . ..It 
repres ot the be tin both Judu.· lil and hristian
ily". Biahop William F. Anderaon . .. "It is a great 
book . .. Dr. ih,er knows bow to rile Engli h 
that ia lull of mu ic". Bi liop Edwiri D. Mouum 
. . . "A. wonderfully trong book". llal/OTd E. 
Luccock . . . "Out of 04 pages I h v marked 
and turned down over 100 p ge " . William L. 
Btidier . • . .. brim nt piec of work".. harlea 
R. Erdman. 

JEWISH: 
"A book to be read not once or twice, but 

many, many tim . . . It includes, y t trnn
,ceod the finest fruit of the world's philo opb ". 
TM Modern. View. 

CATHOLIC: 
.. I may say in oher truth and earne tne that 

I have never read a book of uch uperaboundiog 
worth in a long r ading life of mor than five and 
8b:ty years". ATchbi8hop Frederic E. J. Lloyd. 

SECULAR: 
.. Not in a long lim has anyone ootUe for a.rd 

io 1ucb eulted and at lb ame time practical pirit 
to qu lion the tendenci s of the modern world and 
to offer for i healing with uch ab olute conviction 
the ideals and purpo e of religion". It ia wilh a 
cb&llen~og. assured and ringing voice, but still a 
penu 1ve one, that Rabbi Silver ends forth bi, 
m age to a world in upheaval". The Neu, York 
Time,. 

You Must Read This Book 
It marks the beginning of a 

new and po itive note in modern 
religious literature. It i the 
first great surge in the returning 
tide of faith. If you have not 
read it, don t let another day 
pass without hearing one of th 
major proph ts of our gen ra
tion. 

THIRD PRINTI G 
2.00 

At Your Book Blor, 

RICHARD R. SMITH, INC. 
12 East 41at Street 

ew York 

THE BOOK OF THE DECADEl 

RELIGION IN A 
CHANGING 

WORLD 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The best-selling book since 
The Impatience of a Parson. 

o book in our day has met 
with such universal commenda
tion and acclai m. 

CATHOLIC: 
"Please tell every clergyman in 

A meric that if he would immedi
ately enrich his minis ry, strengthen 
his appeal to the hearts and minds 
of men and women of the present 
age, yes, if he would be born anew 
in a very real sense, he must read 
this noble work. It is irresistible. I 
have never read a book of such 
supera boundi n worth throughout a 
long reading life of more than five 
and sixty years."-Archbishop Fred
eric E. J. Lloyd. 

JEWISH: 
"A book to be read not once, or 

twice, bu m ny, many imes .... A 
book that includes, yet transcends 
the ines frui of he world's philos
ophy."-The Modern View. 

SECULAR: 
'Rabbi Silver spea s with the 

words of the sage ra her than the 
thunders of the preacher. Sa isfying 
eading in an age of distraction."
Harry Hansen in the New York 
World . 

PROTEST ANT: 
"It is the finest thing in the field! 

Chap er af er chap er h s thrilled 
and captured me. The man who 
wrote this book is, by the measure of 
prac ically everythin he h s written, 
a gre t Chris ian!"-Daniel A. Poling. 

"We h ve never read a volume 
hat expressed in a iner manner, with 

a dearer onunciatio , with greater 
orce and better philosophical un

derstanding the problems wi h which 
reli ion is faced."-The Christian 
Century. 

You must not, you cannot fail to 
re d his prophetic u ter nee on the 

I ce of reli ion in he life o fhe 
modern world. 

$2.00 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 

RICHARD R. SMITH, Inc. 
12 East 41 st Street 

New York 



Must the Church Become Socialistic? 
Editor of UNITY: 

lt is with interest that I read in . lTY Mr. athan 
Esscll s review of my book "Religion in a Changing World." 
Its interest for me lay not in its intemperate tyle, (a style 
to which theologians are fairly well accustomed) but in it 
relentle attitude toward the liberal in economic . 

Mr. Es ell' ultimatum is clear and ab olute. The 
church must become socia li tic or it will peri h. This re
frain i being taken up by not a few of the younger men 
in the mini try, om of them in complete incerity, others 
because it is now the da. hing thing to do. A long a 
parliamentary ociali m was the ultimate xpression of 
radicali m in merican economic thought the progressive 
clergymen indulged in the cautious daring of being a Lib
eral. 1 ow that Bo) h vi m i the ultimate and fearful fact, 
he may indulge in a moderate, petty, bourgeoi socialism 
without seriou ly compromi ing himself. For the ocial
i m of the orman Thoma brand i~ now quite "safe,'' 
even for a clergyman. J t i. really too late in the day to 
call a clergyman who turn . ..,ociali t, a prophet .. . 

It i amusing to note that a oon a a liberal turn . 
socialist he employe: the same vehement and hysterical 
language in characterizing his er twhilc colleague a - the 
Bol shevik employes in characterizing the ''right" and 
··centre" ociali t. 

).fr. Essell calls my liberalism and all liberali m ' 'dull 
balderda h," and "romanticism." Lenin aid of the "centre" 
:ociali · t (Cheid e, T eretelli. Kaut ·ky, Haa. e, 1Iorri 
Hillqu it, etc.): ''The centre .'ociali m i. the heaven of petty 
bourgeois phra . , of lip intcrnationali . 111, of cowardly op
portuni m, of compromise with the ocial-patriot ... The 
member of the centre group arc routine wor hipper , eaten 
up by the gangrene of legality, corrupted by the parliam n
tary comedy, bureaucrat accustomed to nice inecure and 
. tcady job ." Lenin jt>er d at their "atrophied Marxi m." 
He put ictor Berger in the category of the class-enemie. 
of ociali m. Mr. E . ell call-; my writing- "flowing, fluid 
oratory." Lenin spoke of "the uncontrolled phrasemon
gery" of the ocial-Rernlutioni . ts and the ''babbling" of 
the left fen heviki. 

All of which prompt,, me to a. k :.fr. Esscll ne or 
two que tion for the ~ake of clarit_ . 

\Vith what form of ·ociaJi,.,m . houlcl organized r ligion 
identify itself? With parliamentary sociali . m, who e ex
ponent have been de . cribed by the real, "bu sine . -like" 
sociali ts of Russia, as ''mi,erable master. of the phra 
and poltroon. in action" and who are charged with being 
not only ineffectual but the greate. t obstacle in th way 
of ocialism? Or with the oc iali m of the cla . -. truggle, 
the proletarian revolution and dictator. hip? 

If the church i. to ca t in it: lot with Marxian ocial
i.m what becomes of the man who still believe in liberal
ism as a way of life and :ocial progre s? Is there no 
place for him in ~fr. Es ·e ll ' Kin dom? \Vhat of the man 
who believes with 11r. John Maynard Keyne : 

"On the economic ide I can not perceive that 
Ru ssia n Communism has made anv contribution to our 
economic problem. of intellectual · intere t or scientific 
value. I do not think that it contain or is likely to 
contain any piece of useful economic technique which 
we could not apply, if we chose, with equal or greater 
success in a s ciety which retained all the mark~, I will 

not ay of nineteenth-century 1n<11v1c1ua11st1c cap1 a ism, 
but of British bourgeois ideals. . • . . 

"How can I accept a doctrine which sets up as 1t 
Bible, above and ~eyond criticism, an obsolete ~co
nomic textbook which I know to be not only. sc1~n
tifically erroneous but without interest or application 
for th modern world." .. 
Again, what of the _ma_n who though realizing t~a~ 

ocialism is inevitable, till 1s not persuaded of all of !t 
glamorou apocalyptic vaticination , who _u pect~ _that hf e 
will have its tragic maladju tme1~ts. and mequalibes. even 
then, and who wi he. to k~ep rehg1on free t? !unct10!1 a? 
critic rather than as apolog1 t of. a future soc1~h.st regime. 

What of the man who believe !hat. rehg1on hould 
keep it elf "fr e fro.m the hac½le ~~h1ch m the past ~ave 
tied it to the orgamsm of the State (p_age ?1 of my Re
ligion in a hanging \: orld"), to ahonali m ('page 90) 
or to any given economic sys,tem (p~ge,, 60) but sho~ld 
rather function a the et_ernal • opoo 1bon, . the everla ting 
critic and cen or of society (page 9_1) which at no stag 
in it development ever reaches the ideal? 

BBA HILLEL SILVER. 



Il:E first popular book from th 
a l ,bba Hlllel Silver 

1 
' Of R bb" A e pen 

he Temple, Cleveland Is to b J or 
rJy In November by Rlche ssued 

1111th I ard R. li . nc., 12 East Forty-first st t 
ew York. The book c i ree ' 
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remain an Anglo-Catholic.'' .Uuch that is said is clearly 

and vigorou sly expressed, but is pertinent only to a ques

tion which does not interest Protestants, except in a mildly 

curious way, and does not interest Catholics at a ll. 
1\1. G. KYLE. 

RELIGION IN A CHANGING "\VORLD. By Abba Hillel Silver, 

Richard Smith, inc., New York, 1930. pp. 204. $2.00. 

· '3eries of related add ompr se.~ a 
tra.1 theme ' "Rel" i resses on the cen
WorJd," ' ig on in a Changing 

Liberal' s Oppo1·tunity 
"Religion In a Changing World," by 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver (Richard R. 
~ ~ Smith) wins 1this :praise from Dean 

Willard C. Sperry, of the Harvard The
il. 0!ogical Seminary: "It Is the soundest 
I statement of the dilemma of the !1b
-, era1 and the opportunity open to the 

liberal I have ever read." 
:J "Men and Books," by Malcolm 8 . 

MacLean and Elizabeth K. Holmes 
• (Richard R. Smith} of the University 
l ot Wisconsin, ls a delightful anthology 

of what the great men or past and 
present literature have to say about 
their own field. 

I 
I 

One can hardly say too much for the brilliance o.f this 

book and it is as compreh ensive as bri lli ant. Rabbi Silver 

is a great thinker who is able to dra:w in the ven' fringes 

of thought an<l illuminate them. T hough a Heb1·ew and 

proud of the fact, he has set himself the difficult task of 

considering sympathetically not only and especially Chris

tianity, but also tJhe rather impossible t ask of so dealing 

impartially with all and every variety of cult that calls 

itself religion. He succeeds in his self-appointed task as 

well as any man can. Religion in its problem of meetin~ 

the tasks set by science, sociology, war and peace, and 

liberalism in politics, economics and religion is passed under 

the white light of his virile and brilliant rhetoric. With 

most of his views on these subjects the great majority of 

J I _notice that an o,gani,ation of ! 
Jewish young· people in Boston has I 

religionists will agree and, what 1is an equally good test, tho 

irreligious and tlhe Philistines will vigorously dissent. His 

honesty is refreshing. Himself a liberal in theology, he 

presents liberalism as in a blue funk; "Never was liberal 

theology in such a mortal funk as it is today. For it has 

finally come face to face witth. its real foe-the Apollyon 

of materialism, agnosticism and atherism." Perhaps he 

would have succeeded even better with the difficult task he 

set himself, if he took a higher view of religion. When he 

J arranged to debate on the subject I: 
• of a Jewish U_niversity. This ques- = 

tion of a Jewish University in this 
country is coming more and more 
to the front. When I suggested a 
few years ago a tendency in this 
direction the idea was pooh-poohed. 
But I have seen in my life-time 
other movements in Jewry pooh 

. poohed, but they arrived just the 

J 
same. Whether we like to admit or 

.. not t he Jewish student question in 
our universities is becoming more 

- acute: this is especially true in the 
departments of law and medicine. 

. I have just read Rabbi Abba 
• 1 Silver's new book "Religion in a 

Changing World." If that book 
had come from the pen of a Dr 
Henry Fosdick or a John Hayne~ 
Holmes it would be hailed as one of 

classes religion with music and architecture and science, all j the illumin:;i.ting and penetrating 
alike the creation of man, he surrenders his good broad- analyses of the religious thought 

_ of the day and it would probably 
sword in dealing with unbelief. Religion that is altogether _ rank .~~ong the leading "best 
of man, 1he creation of h is own bra,in , is no better than sellers m the non-fiction field. 

man; it ('an do nothing for man; man does everything for J' mnoarrtus:ut:otper~o;;cue~ruepictekhefy!fr \o~wne ~loe:akd~e,or~sk' 
it. True, he has recover ed from the exorbitant claims of , 
a pseudo-science everything but objective revelation, t ih e onr opinions on the subject. Dr. Sil

ver writes extraordinarily well 
(JJ,6t,.,C e!! ,q SII C' rtr,...,_,,,__,___ which is rather uncommon in on~ 

"Religion in a Changin g World" 1s the title of a new book by the ho speaks so eloquently. 
Rev. Dr. Abba H. Silver of Cleveland. The volume is made up of ten One of his most striking phrases 

d I
. · h 1· · h J l • h • h d" "Religious thought has become ~ -a dresses dea mg wit re 1g1ous t emes. 1c sty e is c armmg, t e 1c- bewi"ldered d tn·an • ~ e . . . l pe es , 1rrever- f... -

tion poetic and the thoughts expressed are logical and philosophica • What tly jostled and knocked about in ,J i 
we admire above all else is the fact that in th e midst of such a busy min- e rush of modern life." I § 
istry Rabbi Silver finds time to write and he does it so well!/"To our ~e points out that.the li~eral re- § 

· Id d h • Id 1· • ff h g1ous forces havmg disported = changmg wor , then an to every c _angmg wor , re 1g1_on o ers t e emselves ior'decades in an attack § 
same basic thought-pattern - the reality of God, the reality of person- on orthodoxy, now find them- e 
ality, the reality of truth, beauty and goodness," maintains the author. In Ives conf!o;1ted with t_he_ real foe g 
discussing Science and Religion Rabbi Silver points out that the conflict het~~ relTighwn, m1attehnah1s1?1 ai:d g 

cc b b · · d" · d 1. • d • I • e resu , e c aims, 1s = has always een etween superstition 1sgrnse as re 1g1on an matena - nic, confusion and humanism. i 
ism disguise d as science, between pseudo-science and pseudo-religion." The word "brilliant" is pretty § 
''Religion In a Changing World" will be m ore than welcomed m the uch over-worked, but it is the ii 
h l

'b 1 1· · · J · h 11 Ch • • ly one that should be used in omes of I era re 1g1omsts, ew1s as we as nst1an. ribing th· k f D s·i esc 1s wor o r. 1 ver. i 
(!.M/;i-D//1 j) ~,:SH ( tfV, ,fl:) ,j.-/fr-6 / I Jewish or~anizations and study I 

/ 'Y v groups _which spend all too much 
time with literature of doubtful 
value _will profit greatly by reading 

I 
and discussing Dr. Silver's views as 
presented in this most interesting 
volume. 

Religion the Mother of All Progress 
ar from Being the Opiate of the People, Every Science Is 

the Offspring of Religious Sentiment 

From The Presbyterian Advance 
A Review of "Religion in a Chan_qing World," by Abba Hillel Silver, 

Published by Richard R. Smith, Inc., New Yorlc. 

the basis of all human progress. 
Where would mankind have been 
without it? R

USSIA-not the people but the 
Government-is declaring to 
the world today that "religion is 
the opiate of the people." So .. 

viet Jead0rs are not alone in such a @ 

I 
view. There are plenty! of writers in Futil1'ty of Force a11d Mattei· Alo11e • ~-our own land who see< to convince 
the public that religion was always ..,..._.....,"'-L,,.1 In spite of what soine would have 
and still is on obstacle to human us accept as true, no thinking man 
progress. can conclude that man's progress can 

The fundamental blunder of all be attributed to the physical matter 
such persons is that they observe religious custom. There was no and forces round about him. 
superficially and utterly fall to dis• separation between the sacred This same material and these same 
tingulsh between religion as a spiri- and the profane. Religion en- forces were here many thousands of 
tual force and some organization or swathed the whole life of man as years ago when man was little more 
establishment-a churc11-in which with an element. than a brute in the jungle. Indeed, 
religion becomes: institutionalized .• It all of the physical substances and 
must be admitted by every honest @ forces which we of America make 
observer that frequently some or- such use of today were just as abun-
ganized church has assumed an atti· Politil'al Power Con'Upts Religion dant before the white man found the 
tude which temporarily blocked, or New World. And the Indian was 
which sought to block, Whitt from Of course, the p·receding summary here, too. Yet thousands of years 
our wiser "hindsight," waR idently of how all that is worth while in out' passed and these two-the Indian and 
a forward movement. civilization grew out of the religious great material re.sources_ accom-

Bu • on the otht\r hand, the attitude is based upon the true con- plished together practically nothing 
cept of religion as a quest after God, toward the elevation of the human 

evidence all goes to sho that which means the highest and the best. race. 
every advance in welfare for the The author quoted is prompt to ad-
race had its origin in wb t can mit that "as religion was institu-
be fairly described only as 't-eli- tionalized it became extremely co.n
gious sentiment - an tmBelfish 
longing er desire or purpose to 
further the good of man. 

servative, set in its ways and jealous 
of its prerogatives"-the prerogatives 
of an• institution. There followed 
several great struggle$ because the 
church sought to quench new enlight-
enment. In each struggle, as Dr. 
Silver tersely summarizes the result, 
"the church Jost but religion gained." 

It took something else, some
thing in man-a spiritual some
thing-to bring to pass the prog-
ress witnessed in America in a 
few-hundred years. 

The Religious Motive in Science . 
Mothe1· of Art and Science It was not good for religion for the And what is it that gives Science 

A recently published book goes church to retain its political power, • its great chance today? How does it 
much further. It sees religion as for "political power inevitably cor- ?ome to pass that, all over the world, 
presenting "the ultimate social ideal• rupts religion." m perfected laboratories which cost 
ism of the race" and it is full of in- In like manner the free develop- millions, men of ability are support-
spiring thought about the place of ment of religion needs the free ed by· other millions while, "free 
religion in this rapidly changil'\g from worldly cares and avocations," 
world. In.deed, it is one of the most development of science and ' they devote themselves to research? 
stimulating and discriminating of re- again quoting Dr. Silver, re- rt is because most men of to-
cent publications and deserves the Jigion was "tragically handi-
attention of all Christian leaders, capped" while "tied to the dead day in civilized countries have an 
particularly because it comes from earnest desire to further human 
the pen of a youn~ Jewish rabbi. In body of antiquated scientific 110- If d 
su-ort of the ass~rtlon made in the lions." we are an ' traced to its origin, ,.., that strong desire, expressing it-
preceding paragraph, Rabbi Sliver ® 
points out that "in religion all the Helf in so many W3YS, will be 
arts and sciences originated and un- fou 11d growing out of a religious 
der its regis theY flourished for a very The QueSt for God motive. 
Jong time." He continued as follows: When men thus make a clear db· 

The first architecture of man- Unction between religion as a spirit-
ual force and the various outward The Origin of Philanthl'Opy 

kind was religious architectur forms and organizations through 
Th first t f " . \Vhence came all of the comnli-the temple. e Poe ry o • which this spiritual force expresses cated modern social effort for the ~e-

mankind was religious poetry- itself, they will be able to see more lief of the poor? It may be traced 
th The first d of clearly how it may be tru th fully as- back to such a custom as that »•J1i'ch e hymn. rama serted that religion is the mother of " 
mankind was religious driµnar- progre~s. Perhaps at first religion prevailed in early Israel and which 
festival pageantry and ritual. The was nothing more than a vague "feel• provided that the poor might gather the grain in the corners of the field. 
first science of mankind was reli- ing after God"-and with0Ut any And t•at custom originated where? 
gl·ou~ sci·,.nce--magic, astrology definite notion of what was meant by I ~ - "God." It was at least an urge to· n the "law of: God"-the con-
and priestly therapeutics. All gov- attain to something morally and spir- vlctlon that God would have men 
ernment was originally theocrat- itually higher, a sin~ere :and unselfish thus show mercy and the pur-
ic. The rtile" was either himself desire to win for manki!l.d ~he high- p t 11 • • est and best. ose O ve m accord with the 
the high prtest , or was ruled by will of God. Yes, "pure religion _. !\.JI Ia 11 Such an aspiration, purpose, or the high prle .. , - . W wa!' re • an,d undefiled" may fairly be 
gious Jaw. All social custom was whatever we may ca]] it lies at called the mother of progres~. 
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RELlGION IN A CHANG! G WORLD. By 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, D.D. Richard R. 
Sillith, Inc.;-New York. Price, $2. 

In his opening paragraph Rabbi Silver 
utters the keynote of his volume: "Much of 
our religious thinking in recent years has been 
characterized by nervousness and timidity. 
Never was liberal theology in such a mortal 
funk as it is today; for it has finally come 
face to face with its real foe-the Apollyon of 
materialism, agnosticism and atheism." And 
it is a real fight. But it is an old fight, and 
those who contend in behalf of vital religion 
need have no fear as to the outcome. The 
inroads that science is alleged to have made 
upon the forces of religion are apparent rather 
than real, and need not alarm anyone, al
though some timid saints are greatly disturbed 
thereat. We are reminded that "materialism 
is no more scientific than theism-and no 
less"; that "he who believes that the universe 
is a Personality, an intelligent Will expressing 
itself in infinite variety, need not feel that his 
belief is any less scientific than the belief of 
him who holds that the universe is a Thing, 
mere blind matter in senseless agitation, that 
life is only a chemical process, and thought 
only the fortuitous concourse and interplay of 
unthinking atoms." Of course this is always 
to be kept in mind by the modern religionist, 
that "inherent in his thinking are hypotheses 
which cannot be scientifically established"; 
and that he need not to "look to the scientist 
to verify his faith, for as soon as the scientist 
attempts to construct a metaphysical system 
on the basis of his scientific knowledge, h( 
leaves the realm of strict science, and his cre
dentials are no more imposing than those of 
the theologian." Religion has a distinct and 
necessary place in the scheme of human affairs 
and is not to be diverted from the fulfillment 
of its divine mission by any of the apparently 
hostile animadversions of science. It must 
"proclaim fearlessly its ancient burden of 
God"; it must "cherish and safeguard the vital 
and indispensable hopes of the race, expressed 
in creed and moral code"; it must "nurture 

, the spirit of hopefulness among men"; for 
"religion is not a demulcent theosophy, an 
escape from reality, it is the indefeasible op
timism of the race which sustains itself on 
the conviction that the universe, of which man 
is a part, is the dwelling place of life and not 

of ~eath, of reason, not of insensibility of 

~~f d ness, not. of e_vil." Let the religious ~an 
_ fast to his faith, take courage buck! 

his a . d f , e on 
d rmo1, an ace the enemy with confi-

~nce, for he has these two convictions th t 
will d r ' h" f a 
" e i_ve~ im rom utter despair-tl\at 
e~en withm the framework of his ci'rc -

~cribed n h • - - um-
- i e " e is privileged to achieve greatl 
and win f h - Y 

a measure o appmess and that b 
yond and about his finite life' there is tt 
eve:lasting life of . God in whom all hum a~ 
asp1:ahons find their surety and their con 
mation." sum-
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A book w ich calls for th 
~ e utmost CHANGING 

RHIGION INA -~RE{vigJ~g ~: R~bbi Abba Hillel 

CHANGING WOR[D Silver. Richard R. Smith, N. Y. $2.50 • 

Rabbi Silver points out that religious 

thought in our time is characterized by t_he 

utmost timidity and diffidence. The lib

eral religious forces, having disported 

themselves for a decade in an attack upon 

~ orthodoxy, now find themselves _confr_onted 
with the real foe of all relig:on, liberal man 

resµcct and thought ul rcadmg is 
Religion in a Changing World, by 
Ilahhi Abba Hillel Silver (Richard 
R. Smith, $2.) The author, who is 
Rabbi of the Temple in Cleveland, 
Ohio, has written an earnest treatise 
on the trend of the times in the 
religious world, which Dr. Poling is 
reviewing at the end of this article. 
I will not go into detail but I do 
want to say that this is no book to 
be scanned hastily and laid aside. 
While I have gone over it once, I 
am looking forward to taking it up 
again when I can give more time 
and thought to its plea to conserve 
the spiritual heritage of the past. 
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Rabbi Silvei: Speaks For Religio 
A Review by William Il. Leach 

Religion in a Changing World, by 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver (Richard R. 
Smith, $2.00) interests me for two rea
sons. First I am interested in the evi
dent ascendancy of the Hebraic mind 
which more and more is contacting our 
Christian thought. Here is a young 
Jewish Rabbi, with spiritual and social 
passion, who analyzes the present spirit
ual situation with amazing clearness. It 
is not a lone instance. Just a few 
months ago a volume from the pen of 
another young Rabbi was the best seller 
in our religious book stores. The second 
reason for my interest is the argument 
of the book, itself. 

Those of us who live in Cleveland have 
learned to appreciate Rabbi Silver. He 
has made his temple a spiritual and in
tellectual center. He has become a civic • 
figure. We know that when great moral 
or social principles are involved that 
Rabbi Silver will speak. And usually he 
speaks rightly. He is always on the side 
of humanity. While Christian ministers 
are debating among themselves whether 
or not it is ·good strategy to speak out 
in labor disputes, Rabbi Silver speaks, 
a.nd the city listens. 

In this brilliant volume he has given 
an exposition of the pres, .t:"'."'. ~tion in 
religion which will d • 19 ·very 

J 

thinking person. Himself a liberal, 
sees liberalism halting and limping. 
points out that for some years liberalis 
has had the rather pleasant task of ar 
noying the fundamentalist. But now 
is placed on the defensive by atheis 
o.nd behaviorism and he stumbles in t 
defense. An inferiority complex h 
been revealed in liberalism. 

Rabbi Silver does not stumble in h 
statement of the case. He stands fo 
square for the legitimacy of the spiri 
ual appeal and the validity of religio . 
He insists that the battles of science a 
religion have been sham battles a 
have not touched the vital principl1 . 
"The conflict has always been super
stition as religion and materialism di,s
guised as science, between pseudp
science and pseudo-religion." 

He cautions deliberateness in the face 
of change. Religion, he feels, is to tread 
carefully as new experiments are under
taken by human kind. And throughout 
the continual change the function of re
ligion is to stand firm for the unchange
able values. The chapters of this book 
deal not alone with the title address but 
also with social justice, world peace, the 
American home and the spiritual meas
ure of life. We are glad to commend fo1 
your consideration this new book on re
ligion by Rabbi Silver. 

l 



The Churchman 
nd orthodox alike - materialism and 
theism. The result is panic, confusion 
nd-humanism. Rabbi Silver is one of 
1e most brilliant and influential of the 
beral rabbis in this country. His book 
ves a splendid summary of the social 
essage of liberal religion today. E. w. M 
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HUMA IZED RELIGION 
by 

JoH HERMA RA DALL, JR. 

Department of Philo.1ophy, Columhia Univer.1ity 

I 
Two recent books a scholar and a preacher look at religion, 

each from his own point of view, and try to sketch its 
function and its promise in our distracted world. 1 either 
proclaims himself a religious humanist, in any of the senses 

of that much-abused term; the scholar does not employ the 
word, and the preacher inveighs against those who would reduce 
religion to mere ··sociology.'' Yet fundamentally both alike 
picture and counsel a humaniz•ed religion adjusted to the temper 
and needs of the present day, a religion that is man's devotion to 
the highest, the adventure of the human soul, the supreme human 
art. Religion is an a 0 e-long quest for that which is highest and 
therefore divine. either scholar nor preacher raises the phil
osophical que tion of th being of God. The former is content 
to allow men their human Gods; but religious fellowships will 
not cluster about metaphysical tenets, he insists, for religion 
is not a body of beliefs, but a psychic power and social instinct 
of man's nature. The latter does indeed proclaim "the ancient 
burden of God;" but he proclaims it because he feels that man 
must continue to hope in "the essential relatedness of his world 
of values to the world of universal existence,'' and four-fifths of 
his book is concerned with values basically human and social, 
to vvhose discussion God is apparently irrelevant. 

othing could more clearly illustrate, if that be still neces
sary today, the essential humanization of the religious life 
effected by those who have embarked anew upon the process 
of adjusting themselves to modern thought and modern social 

1 athaniel Schmidt, The Coming Religion. Macmillan. 2.62. pp. 2...2.5. Abba HilJel Silver, Religion 
in a Changing World. Richard R. Smith. 2.04 pp. $2.. 
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experience. Here is nothing supernatural, nothing otherworldly, 
no separate realm of spiritual values to which man must attain. 
Instead, the concern of this religion is with the ·'redress of 
ancient wrongs, the removal of long-entrenched evils, the aboli
tion of harmful institutions, and the reform of intolerable con
ditions," manifesting themselves in the spread among men of 
justice, mercy, and peace. It is measured by the growth of mind 
and soul in the discovery of beauty, the reverence for truth, the 
love of man, the sympathy for human sorrow and joy, the 
casting off of fear, in inspiration and courage and social idealism. 
Whatever remnants of traditional symbol such religion may 
retain, in tolerance of the ingrained habits of the average man, 
its heart obviously lies with these human values, not with the 
groping spirit in quest of the Eternal. For it is in these values, 
this sweet, sad music of humanity, that multitudes of sensitive 
men now discern the highest, not in the Ancient of Days, nor 
yet in his attenuated metaphysical ghost. 

Any candid observer of liberal Protestantism or Judaism 
today must admit this increasing humanization of the religious 
life. This cardinal fact far overshadows the minor question 
raised by the professed "Humanists," whether the term "God" 
shall be retained innocuously, and perhaps reinterpreted, or be 
banished entirely from the religious vocabulary. Such a latter 
course has perhaps much to be said for it in the interest of intel
lectual clarity, provided the forbidden term does not take with 
it the genuine human values for which it has stood. But intel
lectual clarity, if again we may take these books as illustrative, 
is not highly regarded in the life of liberal religion, which 
places an art, a quest, a devotion, an ad venture, far above a 
searching philosophy. Liberal religious leaders will doubtless 
continue in the main to employ God as an element in the tech
niques of worship and devotion, and of evoking ecclesiastical 
loyalty. But in formulating and seeking to realize the Highest 
Good, they will increasingly find, as these two writers do, that 
the concept of God hovers as a homeless ghost from the past 
far above their genuine religious concerns. Any closer determina-
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tion of this metaphysical element they will leave to the physicists, 
at present so eager to find God lurking behind every equation. 
It is surely too much to expect that men will ever rest content _to 
leave metaphysical truth in the hands of metaphysicians. 

athaniel Schmidt is Professor of Semitic Languages and 
Oriental History in Cornell University, but he has taken all 
humane learning as his province, and has mastered in particular 
all that pertains to ,vhat he t rms "theology," the science that 
aims at the accurate description of the phenomena of man's 
religious life. His aim in The Coming Religion, as befits his sci
entific intere t, is to analyse what religion has been in the past 
as a basis for forecasting '' the more distinct probabilities'' in 
the future. His is not the fiery voice of the prophet, proclaim
ing what is needful, but the calm and measured conclusion of 
the scholar reporting in lucid and simple language what has 
been found out about religion as a great human enterprise. On 
the many points which still vex the learned, he offers his own 
position, generally balanced and moderate. The reader will find 
in his volume an excellent account of the general course of 
religious development, down to the ·'fall of Pan'' and the 
emergence of Christianity, and chapters on the relations between 
religion and science, art , moralit), and the state. Throughout his 
discussion of ancient faiths he has continually endeavored to see 
in the shifting current of what to us is magic and myth the 
matrix of man's spiritual development. 

What is religion? "It cannot be monotheism, for some 
religions are polytheistic. It cannot be theism, for some religions 
are athei tic. ot only are there primitive religions that have 
not yet developed a god-conception, but there are advanced 
religions that have abandoned it. Buddhism and Jainism do 
not admit the existence of a deity; and of the six leading systems 
of religious thought in classical Brahmanism only two, Yoga 
and Vedanta, consistently proclaim a belief in a godhead, while 
four reject it. Religion expresses itself sometimes in polytheism, 
sometimes in monotheism, sometimes in panth ism, sometimes 
in atheism. It may exist without any definite belief concerning 
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the nature of ultimat rcalit . B lief 1n th immortalit of 

the soul, or even in the ,. istence of a oul, cann t b the sin11 

qttd non of religion. 
The gods, even the One God, have, in fact, had a hi tor ·. 

They have been born at a lat date, after arli r tag s of "ani

mati m" or mana r ligi n, and animi m, and the ha u~ red 

euthanasia at the hand of theologian and philo opher . 

''Whether the name is pr s r d or not, the n , conception to 

which searching inquiry ha 1 d hav little in common " ith the 

idea of a god. o p r onal r lation are po ible v ith 'the 

infinite,' 'the absolute,' 'the clan ital,' 'the ultimate r ality;' 

and sacrifices, cer moni , pra r, and int re i n c as to ha 

any urgency or meaning. Yet in modern thought, v h n the 

idea of a limited, er ated v orld gi place to that of an infinite, 

uncreated universe, and the idea of an indi idual god ields to 

that of a cosmic order, implying a spiritual ideal, th gradual 

unfolding in man· s experi nee of it natur and d mand ma ~ 

still be called a reve ation." 
The definition ,. hich Professor chmidt find satisfactory is, 

''Religion is devotion to the hi hest.'' Devotion implie an 

intense direction of thought, will, and f eling, an motional 

experience, an acti e desire, a , ill to live in a particular v a y, 

a mode of behavior, a special tr nd gi n to thought. "It i the 

direction of the mind to\ ard v hat is cone ived as the highe t 

truth, of the ill tov ard th high st duty, and of the heart 

toward the highest beauty, th mo t complete harmon and 

satisfaction. It is the elati e faculty, the force that drive man 

upward, the tendency that impels him, not only toward the 

better, but toward the be t." It is an individual e peri nee, but 

it is also a product of social life; it is that social factor which 

reveals itself in devotion to the highest. 
Religious history has been the deepening of insight into the 

nature of the highest. Each cage ha added omething to man 's 

heritage of ideals. "The religious effect of the tabu derived 

from the totemic principle has been very great. They have paved 

the way for the conception of the inviolability of man's life and 
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the sacredness attached to his sexual relations. The significant 
thing about manaism in all its expressions is that it raised man 
above hims lf and directed his thought, ·will, and feeling toward 
what to him was a realm of the highest realities. Germinating 
in various forms of the primitive mana-conception, the belief 
in a soul and its existence after death, in spirits and gods, has 
blossomed forth and borne fruit for the nurture and healing of 
man's nature. Whatev r its aberrations, it has enriched and 
r fined his sentiments, forced his mind to face the problems of 
exi tence, and supplied his vvill ,vith motives for deeds of valor, 
enduranc , and uns lfish devotion. A magic act looked upon as 
eff ecti e ex opere opera to may assist the growth of devotion to 
what is conceived to be highest. Mysticism is an expression of 
such devotion, though its value no doubt lies, not in anything 
actually gained beyond the bounds of rationality in a pathological 
state, but in the stimulus it may afford to intellectual exertion, 
moral purification and exaltation of the feelings. Allegory 
permits a gr at latitude of freedom, independence of thought, 
moral discernment, and spiritual insight. On the other hand, a 
conscious break with the past may be the result of what is 
sincerely regarded as revelation. Vicarious suffering exists and 
may produce rich spiritual results . The prophets death as ·well 
as his life may exercise a profound moral influence. Dissent, 
like assent, is essential to the permanence and growth of religion.tt 

Professor Schmidt's discussion of the relation between 
religion and the other human enterprises summarizes the position 
of liberal thought , ithout transcending it. There can be no 
conflict between science and religion, nor between science and 
theology, for the latter is now nothing but the general study of 
religion as a human phenomenon. Science has both illuminated 
the highest and devised techniques for achieving some measure 
of good. It has clarified the nature of religion, destroyed dog
matism, and engendered a new feeling of solidarity with the 
past and the future, and with other peoples. "These effects 
accentuate the essential harmony between science and religion. 
Both are concernP,d with knowledge. But science seeks it in 
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very field, for it own sake, without re ard t it applicati n 
or effects, and by pur I int llectual pr c s . R li i n k it 
in the realm of hat i £ It desired, and concei d of a th 
highest, for the purpose of acquaintance ith an adequat obj ct 
of devotion and ser ice and th e tabli hment f a ati fact ry 
relation; and its proc sse are not only int llcctual, but al o 
conati ve and emotional. nder the influence of ci nee m n of 
strongly religious nature ha v b com mor mode t and mor 
truly re eren t. " 

Art and religion o ~e much to each oth r. Reli ion mu t be 
independent of the state, y t th re i nothin ith which the 
state can be more d eply cone rned. orality and r ligion re 
distinct in origin and function, th one cone rn d , ith r lati n 
between men, the oth r ith r lations b t\ n m n and the 
object of th ir d otion. Y t the purify and alt ach oth r. 
Ethics is a science , hich s eks to g neraliz principl f con
duct. "It is in the natur of sci nee that no uch gen ralizati n, 
no such reasoned standard by which cu toms and idea relati e 
to conduct may be judged, can have the attribute of finality, 
but is always subj ct to improvem nt and re tat ment, a the 
data of the moral con ciou nes b come more p r£ ctl y a ppr -
hended. '· Mere know 1 dge of ar ing more can f urni h no norm 
for conduct. An e olving nature brings forth a full r but not 
necessarily a better life. Hedonism confuses the desired with 
that worthy to be d ired. G. . Moor and F lix Adler are 
coupled as outstanding ethical scientists, and th spiritual id al 
of th latter is judged not necessarily bound up " ith his phil
osophic idealism. Y t ''only in proportion as morality has b en 
informed by the religious pirit, its utter devotion to the highe t, 
has it attained its , ide t reach and deepest int nsity. Morality 
must become religiou , as religion must become ethical, if each 
is to perform its suprem function.'' 

All this is the record of a prevalent state of mind; Profes or 
Schmidt lays no claim to prophetic insight. It is the body of 
opinions current among religious liberals; whether so labeled 
or not, it is an expression of a widespread humanistic religious 
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temper. It is open-minded, intelligent, generous, and humane. 

But it is informed with no philosophic facing of ultimate issues. 

It has no well-considered conception of the nature and function 

of science in human life, nor of the role of life in the universe. 

It does not touch upon the deeper problems of ethics. Nor has 

it clarity as to the nature of that highest to which religion is 

devoted. There is surprisingly small concern with any standards 

within religion; rather the emphasis lies on the value of all forms 

of religious life. What Professor Schmidt has omitted is pre

cisely what present-day liberal religious thought in its human

istic temper leaves out; and the thoughtful reader will lay down 

his book with the same perplexities and doubts, the same desire 

for further clarification, with which those fragmentary and oft 

reiterated assertions leave him. 
In predicting future probabilities, Professor Schmidt can 

afford to be the mere observer. Present organizations will con

tinue, with diminishing proportions of adherents. Efforts at 

unification will be made, and may succeed within Protestantism. 

Cooperation for moral ends will be compatible with the multi

plication of sects. Fresh inspiration may come from a return to 

the personalities of religious founders. Religious leadership will 

be humanized; men will not look for per£ection in their prophets. 

A violent break with the past, provoked by some moral crisis

another war, perhaps-is a possibility. Secular religions of 

genuine consecration will win wider allegiance. Yet it may be 

doubted whether such quests can adequately meet the spiritual 

needs of those who have broken with tradition. There are signs 

of a great revival of religion. This coming religion will be 

scientific, undogmatic, esthetic, and ethical, and will express 

itself in new types of religious fellowship, on the basis of great 

social crusades. The spiritual impulse will be wholly humanized. 

It will establish a republic of fellow workers, not a kingdom of 

God. One wonders. 
The book of Rabbi Silver reflects the same humanistic 

temper, w;th less of apparent learning and more passionate 

devotion to the moral and social needs of our changing world. 
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Dr. Silver enjoys a high r putation, far beyond the limits of hi 

own people, as a scholar, philosopher and preach r. It i not 

unfair to say that this volum_e affords an ad quat measure of 

his ability only in the last role. Much ma b f rgi n a olum 

of sermons-ind ed, much ha t b . I-I r Dr. il r pr ache 

upon social justic , upon prev nti ocial, ork, on orld p ac , 

on social and political lib rali m, on th Am rican horn , on 

education, on how to m a ure life. erm ns up n uch them 

must appeal to familiar and accept d principl . Th can hardly 

be novel e pplorations of difficult problem . They cannot a~ rd 

to wound their hear rs by d scending to particular ca e . They 

may denounce the acquiescence of the church in wartim , 

and call for education in the v ill to p ac , and machinery to 

effect it, but they must naturally r j ct pacifici m. Th y can call 

upon religion to look with bene olence on all programs of ocial 

amelioration, kindle a crusading zeal for a kingdom of this 

world, and maintain the eternal principles of human rights; 

but naturally they cannot align the church with any one sp cific 

economic ystem, nor t mpt it to fritter i elf away by injecting 

itself into every minor economic "vrangle of little ocial ignifi

cance. They can proclaim like a crumpet the need for social 

reconstruction; but they mu t rem mber the tragic ituation of 

the liberal preacher, so v ell e pr s d by Dr. il v r: '' It is not 

so difficult after all to be a voice er ing in the wilderne . It is 

far more difficult to be a voice-clear and courageous-crying 

for justice amid the pomp and splendor and costliness of a Temple 

or a Cathedral, which is built and supported by thos who must 

often become the very target of the oice's inv ctive." 

Within the limits imposed by the public ministry of the 

preacher, Dr. Silv r has said much that is fine, courageous, and 

effective. His hearers must have thrilled, and his readers may well 

rejoice, to find so well ordered and so lucidly expressed the tenets 

of liberal doctrine. Dr. ilver's appeal is not limited to the 

Jews, nor to Theists; it is broad enough to includ all men touched 

by the fire of secular social idealism. Indeed, eight out of the ten 

sermons included would rank very high in any humanist anthol-
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ogy. He proposes a ringing creed of faith in Man on which 
liberals of all religious belief or none might easily unite. Here 
is socially-minded humanism at its best. 

Dr. Silver is most courageous in opposing current moral 
tendencies. For in ethics he is a convinced traditionalist. "Little 
that is really new can be added to the basic inventory of religion 
and morality. We may discover a better technique for the realiza
tion of these maximum ideals, but we have nothing and can have 
nothing to add to their quintessential truth. Progress in this 
field consists not in discovery but in fulfillment. There can be 
no new Ten Commandments for no new Ten Commandments are 
necessary. They remain forever the digits of civilization. Religion 
refuses to be impressed by the heathen ragings of our day. Its 
wisdom is the cumulative wisdom of the ages. Its moral theses 
have been tested by time and are grounded in the millennial 
experiences of the race. In a world of shifting standards, religion 
proclaims today, as of yore, it:s few simple, strong, unalterable 
convictions touching the basic sanctities of human life.'' With 
the courage of the Pope, therefore, Dr. 'ilver opposes the neo
paganism of modern marriage, which is • simply the muddy 
backwash of the saturnalia of war." Indeed, his courage is far 
greater, for the Pope has a tremendous organization behind 
him, while Dr. Silver has only a Hebraic tradition from which 
he has already removed so much that it takes true strength to 
save the remnant. Fortunately, as he reminds us, "The millions 
of American homes are still sound.'' 

Indeed, this he perceives to be the true problem of the 
religious liberal. To attack orthodoxy was easy, with science 
as an ally. But to face the real foe today-materialism, agnosti
cism, and atheism-without that ally, and without super
natural bulwarks, is far harder. The liberal has no other-worldly 
heaven to offer. "Religion finds itself a slow pedestrian irrev
erently jostled and knocked about and bewildered." His only 
recourse is to cease walking and climb upon the rock of faith. 
Science has discovered nothing new since Democritus to shake 
the foundations of religion. Materialism is no more scientific 
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than theism-and no less. The religioni t will there£ ore not look 
to the scientist to verify his faith. "God's uni rse is p r£ ct 
and our destiny is part of His perf ction- e n our t ar and all 
our broken hopes." Religion must ther fore r si t chang ; it is 
concerned with what is timeless in human e perienc . It cannot 
turn itself into a sociology. 

The reader may be puzzled at this igorous reaffirmation of 
the eternal God, when he remembers that the cone pt find no 
place in the socialized and humani tic r ligion hich fill four
fifths of the book. His bewilderment di appears wh n he finds 
that God himself has been humanized in Dr. ilver's hands. 
God means that "materialism" is rejected, that men can find hope 
in their social programs, that human life is not , orthless, that 
man's world of values is related to the world of universal xist
ence. In. other words, God means that the nightmare of the 
Alien Universe that haunted late ineteenth C ntury thou ht 
is perverse. Such a God can well fit into the humanist r ligion 
Dr. Silver preaches; for modern naturali tic and anti-th is tic 
philosophy maintains all these theses, which are inde d the 
postulates of humanistic thought. Bue philosophic clarity is 
perforce excluded by the ery function of lib ral preaching. 
There are, ho"V ever, as Dr. Silver well points out, "1nen who 
take ideas very seriously and who react to them more sharply 
than to external forces. There are men whose peace of mind 
depends upon the finding of a satisfying philo ophy of life." 
But there are not enough of them to fill liberal church s. 

Such men, however, can well admire the nobility and 
clarity of Dr. Silver's address on the One and the Many. This 
appeal for World Unity in Difference is moving and profound. 
''Clearly the task is not to superimpose an artificial uniformity 
upon all peoples, races, and creeds. Its aim should not be to 
force all people into one common mold, so that they will all 
emerge looking and acting and thinking alike. The task of 
civilization is not to constrict all groups into a Procrustean bed 
of uniformity, but to discover their common human needs, and 
to organize them into voluntary cooperative efforts to meet 
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these needs. Civilization should cherish the inviolability of 

personality in individuals and groups and should not desecrate it 
by some enforced and unnatural amalgamation. One religion 
for the whole of mankind is neither necessary nor desirable. 

There is but one text but each religion has its own commentary. 
In place of one religion for all mankind, civilization should foster 
one reverence for all religions, for all religions have a providen
tial mission to perform in the world. There is no true religion 

and there is no false religion. For religion is not a science but an 
art-the supreme art of mankind. To ask of the Jew to surrender 
his unique religious dogma for the sake of a universally accept

able compilation of theologic abstractions would be to rob him 
of that which is the most precious and magnificent quality of 
his faith. Religion is failing to play its proper role in society 
today not because there are too many religions in the world 
but because there is too little r ligion in any of them. There 

are people who would like to acquire goodwill through assimila
tion. They know that intolerance, in the last analysis, is due to 
the existence of differences- religious differences, racial differ
ences, cultural differences. They would therefore do away with 
intolerance by obliterating these di~erences. But that is paying 

too high a price f The thing gained is worth less than the thing 
surrendered. It is when a believing Jevv, vvho is profoundly 
moved by his faith, and a believing Christian, who is pro
foundly moved by his, discover a common basis for goodwill, 
that a significant event is consummated.'' On such a basis of 

mutual reverence and common endeavor theistic and atheistic 
humanist can work shoulder to shoulder. But should both be 

brought to face the Living God-a genuinely spiritual vision of 
life-the task were not so easy! 




