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' Changing World, By Abba Hillel Sitver. D.0, Lie. & I
UD. Richard R. Smith, Inc. New York, 1930, $200—It is a long = o7
time sinee the reading of a book has afforded us such deep intel- ¢
lectual and emotional satisfaction as has Dr. Silver's Religion in o | “:ﬁ
:_ﬂhuﬁny World. 1ts style is charming, delightful amd yet bold and b t“
incisive. Hut the book has more than style: it is full of maat, .I“'
Eﬁ]] of flesh-and-hlood ideas, teeming with topics which POSSCES :ni’m“'
 burning interest for every earnest thinking man and woman. I/ wish
| recommend it most énthusiastically to our readers, for no searcher | h
cafter truth can fail to be benefited hy its glowing pages.—And 1 r“dcl
wrecommend the book so ungqualificdly in spité of the fact that “IE
ith two of itg central theses 1 disagree—with one of l!I'u:-_m—,.I':,:.Il
cligion—completely, with the other—sex and marringe—partly. Theﬁ“ EI;IIII
4_"dl:hur i a convinced sincere deist or religionist. 1T am not And| preses
fyet | woold much rather labor side by side with religionists of
rﬂm Silver type than with the professional ntjtg@n of the ﬂ.a,ﬁ.ﬁ.h_ isti
‘brand. Tt s really not so much what idéas we hald as what we, o0
'g‘e. what we do. And we have now a elass of church p-en-ple—ﬂ[n:‘":'t::t
- Fosdick, Ward, O'Connel, Rabbins, Silver and many more—who| t])n
are not only liherale in religion hut who are deeply interested in, Iertm:i..:

|

;’ peaple. And the author does not meince words when bhe speiks of
o the dastardly cowardice of the churches in their attitude towards

% war, political corrupiion, profiteering, industrial exploitation  mili-

_ tarism and imperialism, Books like Dr. Ward's and Dr. Silver's are

'the:rlj;_x'.phtnmn:m in a cheerless world, [

T ERSSIE SO L R s R B T
~ problems and with the duty of Relgion toward such problems if

1t is'not to lose all value and all nfluence with decent, thinking




n:::,“'q.!.rha are whole-souledly aguinst war and for in-
suvoarial Justice. We need soch people and we welcome their work
most profoundly.,
. Some people do not like to read religious books. Let them not
he 'lri_g'hien:ﬂ away by the title. It is not 5 religions book in the
~ usual meaning of the word. It deals with gquestions which are of
interest to you and me, and | feel like adid: ng: 1f thk is religion,
let ws have more of it
The book is one of the Religions Book Club's selections. [ wish
our other hook clubs showed similar judgment. I'd rather have a
book like Dr. Silver's than a dozen books like the fake Trader
Horn or the fravdulent Cradle of the Deep or the garenlous and
meaningless Ring of the Lowenskolds. Religion in a Changing
Waorld has but 200 pages, but in books like in babies I prefer
- quality to quantity.

Which Way Religion. By Harry ¥, Ward, Professor of Christian
Ethics in Union Theological Seminary:  The Macmillan Company, |
New York, 1931, $200.—Another splendid bosk in spite of the fact |
that it has the word Religion in its title. And again | say: Do not
he [rightencd away by the title from reading the book. There is
no dogma in the book: it deals with the @mportant, wvital, human
problems amd with the duty of Religion toward such problems if!
it is not 1o lose all value and all influence with decent, thinking
' people. And the author does not mince wosds when he speaks of
the dastardly cownrdice of the churches in their attitude towards
war, pelitical corruption, profiteering, indus rial exploitation, mili-
LY tarism and imperialism. Books like Dr. Ward's and Dr, Silver's are
:Im:rmt phenomena in a cheerless world.
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Rericion IN A Cnaxcixe WorLn.
i Rabhi Abba Hillel Silver. Richard
R. Smith, Inc. New York,
This is an unusual book by one >f the
most spiritual of our American rabbis.

| ligion—materialism and atheéism, which
have followed closely upon the heels of
modern science, Rabbi Silver presents a
most convincing argument for a spiritual
_ interpretation of the universe. He re-
fuses to be browbeaten by the assertions
of an arrogant scientific secularism, and
. declares: “When materialism, wlich is

not science but only an interpretation of
science, will trace for man the successive
stages by which the insensate units of
energy combine themselves through mo-
tion and organization into the pattern of
. Aristotle’s or Plato’s mind, when it will
" demonstrate by what unbroken process of
continuity lifeless and mindless clay
| evolves into a being, thinking, aspiring
~ man . . . then there will be time enough
to consider the relinquiskment of a gpirit-

ual interpretation of life.”
~ As might be expected, the religion
~ which this cloquent rabbi deems the best
for the changing world in which we live
is that of which he is so able an expo-
nent—Reform  Judaism,  Without men-
tioning it, he sets it forth in subtle argu-
ment and appealing terms.  In the chap-
ter entitled “The One and the Many,” Dr.,

aims” of Christianity and insists that
every race in the course of its Fistory
" evolves a religion best adapted to its
genius and racial characteristics. He
says: “One religion for the whele of
mankind is neither necessary mor desir-
able. Only the refigious monopolist who
is convincsd that there is but on: true
faith and one true church will insist upon
one religion for the whole of mankind.”
Yet Rabbi Silver is the representative of |
a religion which hopes one day to- bring |
all the werld under its sway,

. -

‘Silver reasoms aganst the “mmperalistic










‘ Raligion in a Chaoging World."

'HIB is an hmbmk by De, Abbs Hillel 8iver, of
Clevelnnd | R. Smith, Ine., 12, East 4lsk Streok,
New York, £200), It consisis of teo well.written chaplors,
indialing he faetion: ol rigion in ressting mary of the
iny the fupet iglon. In rosint; t
eonfugions of our time, He shows that religion in comoerned
with what is fundimental in human experenos, and thae iy
cannot b ox to adjust iteclf 1ot Woli
any epoch, In one of fime ohu he it vory |
elearly that the conilivts Between m%‘n ol peienin ooasn |
ad g00n as religion and seionon discover thoir legitimate spheres, |
* Bolemoo and religion ars not rivals, Thn,r e onch oflir's |
complement, and man's binoculsr vision.” He maistained |
that thire is not n scelantifie fact which has nodeeestined |
o single religious trut
In a powerful chapter on * The Church and Social Justio,” |
b rufors to the fact that it wae profoundly religious men of |
all times ihal were uncompromising champions of soeisl |
Juatioe, nod e calln w tho Churgl to antioipate disssiers
and o Jabour for revonstraetion which will nford all
men and women 4 botter chance of secarity '““Tﬂ.;';"" |
Iu:-m his canay uu;lﬂ‘l: W'I-Ihn_in?l Hg;hm ntsm.-i: vice," |
Analyses aomm sbagen in the development of onganized |
charity, Ove or two setences cullisd here and there will |
show something of bis keen disternmont und brillisnt siyle. |
Bome people’s oharity, he says, *is an opinto for social dis- !
content and is dictated by shrowd sell-Ftorest.’  Others give |
to uhufrgr 'Mjum * mﬁ% m fortuzen r.;;
grent enjoyment.” v of o Y indmoed |
penility, s &0 best only o rhenmatis virue,' * Much af |
homan mesnnss ji mhrmofimwbutw-ﬁtﬁ‘r
The. essay in question outlives some of the essential qualitl-
eations of U sucoessdul sosial workir,
ol Sprempellelot e Moy ol i
; that L i |
the oriminal insanity  of competitive anmanwnts,  Teo bis |
essay on * The Ona and the Many ' be pleads for a mutusl
respeat for (ndividoality—' any movement for geodwill which |
ihemmanids of i sl ion is o bostily attack,  The man
who would ba my only if he can convort me (o his
way of , . .. living . .. . Is not my friend, He is my

"
(]

But it is impossible to refer to every one of the eesays,
uaha!whhbnmﬂmummthlq and ing. |
Here in one sontenps well worth o 't Wea believe |
toleranes bot not in indifferenco, in enthusibem but not in
fanaticisam, in conviotions bot not in obsssstons, I jwde-

but oot in faolation, in sonfliot but not in hate.”

A valunble essay is that on ' Education and the Good Life.'
Habbi Silver whows that the goal of troo eduonijon s

C nicw _Fll.l Character.  We must guard agninst con.
founding the pew with the novel—* A man putting o & new
garment doss not by that token become & now man, and an

putting on new manners doss not becomn & ne lTv.‘
mmdhquhlpinm‘tl“lhﬂnm fo "
ahowa that we should measure life " not time, not
%nmhyhlp mot by success,” but by tha
af and woul, Iﬂ'ﬂnthiﬂﬂmﬂnl.thnlmh
new prurposcs, the stic of revelation and oo -
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¢ with Rabbi Silver or not, you must
it that he has presented an old thought
new WAaY.

Mosgs J. Congx.
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Religion in a Changing
fty Rammy Ansan Huovr Siven: l-r{
Richard R. Smith, lne, $2.00 /493
HE FUNCTION of | &
changing world is o N:Eﬂﬁm :tng:ﬂr
at least to guard the spiritoul herftage
nll' the past apmingt oo il
ehange—this s the clear-om thesis
of this brilliant young Jewish
:I‘;lbl:: of The Temple, Cleveland, It s .
thesis that will be rather SUFprising o
Iﬂmuﬂ who have bées cmplasizing  the
mecessity of religion’s making radical
Justments to the changing environment.
Himself regarded as a liberal figuire
modern Judaism, the author will
3 le-s;_ be hailed as an unexpecled ally
I| I:hr::::i.un thinkers who have begum 1o fe
[ that “modernism™ is merely drifting

H the passing winds and has no firm .tﬂ on
'l.‘l~; the great realities that remain the same
n for religion in every age.
1 In fact, Rabhi Silver regards present
U religions thinking of the lberal iype,
A whether  Christian or Jewish, as i “a
1y mortal funk” Heretofore, it was en-
gaged 'merel?' in attacking orthodoxy,
but now it 15 confronted with its real
foe—"The Apollyon ‘of -materialism,
agnosticism and atheism™  And, face to
face with such antagonists, she age-long
funidaments] questions, not simply the
temporary issues, press to the fore again,
Religion must, of course, be open-cyed
to new truth, but siill more mportant, it
must always be “a summary of the basic
@ spirinml interests and needs of all ages™—
:’_::l this is wha, Rabbi Silver weuld have us
2 never forget, Change may he for the

pXahd 2NE

e i DY

W) worse instend of the bettzr;  religion
A shouldl therefore be cantious about making
¥ oo easy adaptations to the shfting moods
of any particular epoch.
; The frst role of religion. Dr. Silver
¥ conlends, 15 exactly what it has always
been—"to groclaim fearlessly as of yors
its ancient burden of God, of the universe
g as the manifestation of divine thoonght
Cand purposs, and of man's at-homeness
in it.” This sets him squarels against the
. humanists.  Unless the universe can be
regarded @5 having  ultimate spiritual
meaning, the very heart of religion is
W gone. Gone, also, in the long rum, is any
suatained idealism; for “mo idealist over
| died upon the crosz for a camse which he
| knew 10 bie a stupid comedy, and no man
will ever bear the crushing burdens of
life-long defeat for truth's sake or good-

" e el




Another book which is addressed to 'f the
the same theme of the challenge pre- ospel
sented by this age to the forces of reli- 1©5U%
| gion is by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, and f the
| iz entitled Religion in o Changing "W
| World (Richard R. Smith), In it Dr. ' this

. Silver shows clearly that the real foe O™
|| of religion is “The Apollyon of ma- 55B¢
* terialism, agnosticism and  athejsm,” NMB"
With tremendous power he calls reli- 5$98°
* gion back to its old task of proclaiming * Shia
that “the universe Is the manifestation '™ His
of divine thought and purpose and man’s fewor
at-homeness in it." Completely convinced fgtcal
that religion has a réle which scienee ean 1, fn
never play, Dr. Silver drives liome some pAAe
lessons that this ancient wisdom of kg
mankind we call religion has for us in ough-
 this modern day. D, Silver writes rith i
rare beauty and a depth of insight whicl phs-oF
places him easily in the front rank of 2™
[ our religions leaders, As o Jew ne snows pa of
' the unity which underlies the differences ® 0%
| between Christianity and Judaism but 1 ot
- be is alive to the fact implied by Prof. phaso

Scott and so vigorously set forth by Mr, '8 s
. Hutchinson that all religions foroes must e Al
- unite if they are to stem the mighty on- sk,
‘rush of the mounting wave of secular- ' W
| ism. Epuoxp B. Cuarree.  © au:!.-

__ HOIALY § on oome 273 it is
to be realized on the carth; it is to be
fulfilled in heaven. There is room in
this conception for all the meanings men
have found in it or will find. In the
 words of the author “All fulfillments of
the divine purpose were foreshadowed
by Jesus when he spoke of the King-
dom of God,” This book is simply writ-
ten and puts in o concise and readable
manner the froits of ripe scholarship
poncerning this mush-diseussed expres-
sion, It will be eapecially yaluable as o
corrective te nll of us who are tempted
to maintain that Jesus had our particu-
' lar social philosophy in mind when he
| spoke of the “Kingdom of God.” Pro-
fessor Scott's book is a valuable con-
 tribution to the extensive literatore deal-




, - 1
ﬂl.,_. de F [u THE very first chapter of one of the
advise no enr{lmt Christians records, the gospel
Botmance eeording to Mark, we read that Jesus
ark in j“' me “preaching the good news of the
he Frenc ingdom of God.” If we could know
ve offerj gi®" Sure just what Jesus meant by this
i xpression there would not be that con-
fusion as to the content of his messapge
4 which is so widespread today. The King-
dom of God assuredly was his message
but what did he mean by it? It iz this
question which is such a vital one for the
whole Christian  church. Professor
Ernest F. Seott of Union Theological
Seminary sets himself to answer it in
a clear but scholarly volume called The
Kingdom of God (Maemillan). Profes-
| sor Scott traces this conception through-
| out Hebrew history and then points out
| the modification of it in the thought of
| Jesus, He i quite aware of the scem-
| ing contradictions in different parts of
. the New Testament and he doea not
minimize them bot he is convineed that
" they are all expressive of some phase
 of the truth, As he puts it, “Nothing has
- so obscured Jesus' conception as the at-
tempt to sur it up m a single formula.”
{ It isn't merely in the present; it isn’t
| merely in the future; it will come sud-
== denly; it will be m slow growth; it is
* to be realized on the earth; it is to be
fulfilled in heaven. There is room in
= this conception for all the meanings men
have found in it cr will find. In the
. words of the author "All fulfillments of
the divine purpose were foreshadowed
by Jesus when he spoke of the King-
dom of God.”" This book is simply writ-
ten and puts in a4 eoncise and rcadable
manner the fruits of ripe scholarship
- concerning shis much-diseussed expres-
sion. It will be especially valuable as a
corrective te all of us who are tempted
to maintain that Jesus had our particu-
lar social philosoply in mind when he
spoke of th: “Kingdom of God." Pro-
. fessor Scott’s book is a yaluable con-
tribution to the extensive literature deal-
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