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THE JEWISH AGENCY -AMERICAN SECTION, Inc. 
515 PARK AVENUE , 

PLAZA 2-0600 

qa i Daniel bilver 
The Temple 

niversity Circle at 0ilv .r p, k 
Cleveland, Chio 441.0fi 

Dear Danny : 

E \V \' 0 R K 2 2, 1 • Y. 

CABLE Aoouss: JEVAGENCY 

ri l 13 1967 

For ivP- rre for net replying earlie t 0 your recPnt lette,,.. I 

was sirmly overwhelmPd with urv nt m&.tt rs re uirin atte tion 

and fell ehind in ny orresponcter.ce . 

Tl e proof- sheets of the first volume of your father'.., s rm ns 
came duly to y hand aPn I a tryin - to arranre for reviews, 

both in the Amerjca Zionist and liastream. 

So far as the American Zjo ist is corrPr 8d, jt ·s likely th~t 

we will get Rahbi Chc1rles Sh 11al"l to do the • h . I the ca e 

of ~liastrPar', I d n' t kro as y t . good su vestion? 

I 10\:lct l ve s ce-ec:::tect Her er einer, e o for the fact 

that he has en doi ~ the editorial w rk b ok . He hcmpens 

to e ~ contri utor to ~'liostrea fro time t tim , includin the 

current issue . 

As for pictures , T am sure e ave a number 1 ich might poss i ly 

be us d . 

FinaJly, let me sar that T have read some of he s erm sand 
f und theJ11 very Dtimt.latinc and sur risinP-ly relevant, af er 

the assap-e of so r .. a . .,r y ar • It is a wonderful thin tl at 
a com lete job is einr, planne and carriPd out, volume after 

volume . 

While I ::lm t it, ma)r I ask wheth .r any pro~ress has h n mad 

zith rPuPrd to prep2rjng a decent , full - length hio r:raphy? It 

is tirne lis ere <ione ya rally ompetent erson. He sh 11 d 

h both a e od rs ~rcher nd a r,o d iter, else to people 

c ld ha·e t wor k nit . 

vfi th wa mest regards tc all th f 1il , 

sever 

E : l 
.an 1 1 euma n 



pril 18, 1967 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann 
The Jewish Agency - American Section, Inc. 
515 Park venue 
New York 22, N. Y. 

Dear Emanuel : 

I arn grateful that you will be Godfather to the two 
reviews in the A erican Zionist and A!idstream. I 
should like the to appear as soo as possible. The 
publication date of the book will be the middle of ay. 

e have not, as yet, asked nyone to write a biography 
of Dad - indeed I do not propose to do so. I believe that 
this is best done dispassionately and not as a co rnis­
eioned bio raphy a la anchester. 

Mother is well, and my family i.s in good health. With 
all good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
DJS:rvf 



Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

!51!5 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N . Y. 

April 181 1967 

University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Danny, 

Further with regard to reviews of the forthcoming book: 
Torczyner invited Feuer to do the review for the AMERICAN 
ZIONIST, but he replied that he had already done a review 
for sane other publication and recanmended Rabbi Juliua J. 
Nodel of St. Louia who h!ls consented to do the review for 
the AMERICAN ZIONIST• We have requested Arthur Hertzterg 
to do the review for MIDSTREAM. He said he would be glad 

PLAZA 2-0600 

to do it, but that he had been approached on the same matter 
aome months age by CO?t1ENTARY • We will have to resolve 
this question of COMMENTARY va. MimTREAM within the next 
few days. 

I 
Best wishes :for a happy Pesach. 

As ever 

EN:jf 

_I{ <.. '- \..- -
&anuel Neumann 



The 1/Vorlcl Publishing Company 
A SUBSIDIAR> OF rHe r, ,es MIRROR CDll.fP N> 

2231 it EST 110T/-I STREET / CLEVELA D, OHIO 44102 
CABLE ADDRESS WORLDPUBL 

W YORK OFFICE. 11 CJ WE Tr 7TH STR [T 
W YOR Y 10019 

April 21, 1967 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

You will be interested in the enclosed advance review from the 
latest Virginia Kirkus Bulletin, a service subscribed to by 
almost all bookstores and libraries in the country. 

I hope you also received a copy of the finished book-jacket. 
If you feel--as I do--that it turned out well and has good 
display value, perhaps you could make use of some copies at The 
Temple or elsewhere. We have some extra copies for promotional 
use. 

FE:ak 
Enclosure 

Cordially, 

/~~ 
Frank Elliott 
Religious Books Department 



THE CLEVELAND JEWISH NEWS 

1st Volume of Abba Hillel Silvers Work Off the Press 
(Continued from Page 1) 

moments of the religious and 
civic calendar will follow. A 
final volume will present · his 
statements and addresses as 
spokesman and 1 ea de r in the 
broader community--as citizen, 
statesman, and~ionist. 

Abba Hillel Silver was born in 
Lithuania in 1893. From 1917 
until his death in 1963, he was 
rabbi of The Temple. He served 
the Jewish community in the 
capacities of president of the 

Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, president of the Zionist 
Organization of America, chair­
man of the American Section of 
;he Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
.ind as a board member of He­
brew Union College (of which he 
was a graduate}, the·JeW1sh Com­
munity Federation, and manyciv 
tc organizations. 

He is credited with contribUt­
ing more than any other Amer­
ican Jew to the establishment of 
the independent state of Israel. 

Dr. Silver's many published 
works include: "Religion in a 
Changing World," ''The World 
Cr ts is and Jewish Survival," 
"Messianic Speculation in Is­
rael," ''Vision and Victory,•' 
''Where Judaism Differed,., and 

"Moses and the Original Torch.'' 

In an introductory reminis­
cense, Solomon B. Freehof, rabbi 
emeritus of RodephSholem Tem­
ple, Pitt~rgh, Pennsylvania, 
gives a personal impression of 
this remarkaltle man who was his 
classmate at Hebrew Union Col­
lege and a lifelong friend. ''He 
was an original,'' Dr. Freehof 
writes. ''Whatever thoughts he 
had learned from people or books 
were reworked and remade into 
new forms and ideas. He was an 
embodiment of the best of our 
Jewish literature. He was a man 
of ideals andpowerfulconviction. 
While he lived, he was a tower of 
strength to us all, and his hon­
ored memory will, we pray, re­
main to hearten us all." 
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THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE' 
1 st Volume of Abba Hille I Silver's Treasury 
of Sermons and Speeches Comes Off the Press 

The eloquent wisdom of the late Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver inspired and guided the American Jewish com­
munity during a half century of great challenge and 
crisis. A respected scholar, a 
world-renowned spiritual leader, 
and a major force in the Zion­
ist movement, Dr. Silver left an 
intellectual and spiritual legacy 
preserved in ' 'Therefore Choose 
Life," a collection of his se r­
mons, public speeches, and writ­
ings. 

This first in a series of four 
proposed volumes of Dr.Silver's . 
oral and written works was issued 
this week by The World Publish­
ing Company. The series is under 
the general editorship of Herbert 
Weiner, rabbi of Temple Israel of 
the Oranges and Maplewood, N.J. 

"Therefore C ho o s c Life" is 
comprised of the words which Ab­
ba Hillel Silver addressed chiefly 
to the individual as an individual. 
The sermons and addresses are 
concerned with the basic hungers 
of a human being for life, com­
fort, courage, and meaning. 

The reader finds that the points 
of view expressed have direct 
relevance for his own life. Wheth­
er he spoke about ''Opening Win­
dows on Life," ''Our Respon­
sibility for Evil," ''The Demo­
cratic Society," "What A re You 
Afraid Of?," "Man and His Loves 

and Hates," or ''religion in Pres­
ent-Day Jewish Life"--to name 
just a few fopics--Dr. Silver ex­
pressed an abiding faith in man's 
nature, endowments, and achiev~ 
ments. 

The full scope of Abba Hillel 
Silver's words will be published 
in three subsequent volume over 
the next few years. Rabbi Sil­
ver's gift for illuminating bib­
lical themes and characters will 
be the focus of the next book in 
the series. A collection of ad-
dresses delivered on the high 

1 Con ti nued on P 09e 12i' ................................... -: . ~. •.•:•:-:-:•: •:•:-:-:-:•:• :-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: -:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:. :-........... : ......... : .... -.• : -.•. -.•.•.• : 
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fRabbi ees Hope For Man1s Fu.ture 
"THEREFORE CH o Os E series of volumes on the 

L/Jt'E.'' By Herbert Weiner. intellectual and spiritual, spo­

. Clcvelrutd: W ~ _Publishing ken and written words of 

Co. $10. • Rabbi Silver. 

"To be a pathfinde~, to 
blaze a trail through life" was 
the goal of Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver. 

As a scholar, champion of 
human rights, speaker and 
writer, Rabbi Silver did ju t 
that. A leader of the Zionist 
movement, he used his elo­
quence to sway the United 
Nations in favor of a Jewish 
homeland . 

"Therefore Cho o s e Life,'' 
edited by Rabbi Herbert 
Weiner of Temple Israel of 
the Oranges and Maplewood, 
N.J., is . the first of a plan~ed 

The selections in this vol­
ume show the rabbi's deep 
roots in a biblical and Judaic 
heritage always overshadowed 
by a clear hope for the future 
of men. 

. In a baccalaureate address 
given at the University of 
Virginia in 1959 titled "Man's 
hopes in .the atomic age," he 
said, "I am persuaded that 
ours is truly a great age. More 
is being done in our day for 
the improvement of the condi­
tions of the life of the common 

• man, for the raising of his 
standard of living, his health, 
his ed·ucation, and old age 

than in any other five genei:a­
tions in the past." 

His philosophy hit at the 
very core of every man's 
heart, Jewish or not. "There is 
one fundamental difference 
between love and hate. Love 
is a refuge. Hate is never a 
refuge. Love is the enduring 
sanctuary of life. Life may rob 
you of many things. It often 
does. But it can never bereave 
us of love itself," he said in a 
sermon called "Man and His 

Loves and Hates." 
This collection of 53 selec­

tions by Rabbi Silver will be a 
valuable asset to every Jewish 
library, and a fascinating 
presentation of Hebrew an~ 

universal :,visdom to the non- l 
Jew.-R.LH. ________ ...,,. 
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in another 
m a Russian slave lab¥ 1 crisis. 

1 L ,.,,. ' [.!:. 1 How did 
1_,: J• In Brief f this trap? 7 l!_ / 7 to~y p~rt 
u- 1 - authors r 
n I THEREFORE CHOO E LIFE: qu stion. T 

l cted ermon , Addre - the "?ecisi 
e. and ,vriting of Abba Yalta.' B 
Hill I ih r: \'orld: .'10. would like 

• about the 
Rabbi Sil\' r, ho died in Roose,elt, 

1963. \\-as for more than 50 er and Mar 
year a J wish cholar peak- wartime m 
er and 1 ader of national stat- Iin ·s fate ~ 

1e ure. Thi coll ction of hi _ Henry . 
_ papers and utteranc s 1s edit-
. d b Herb rt\ einer and in- (Mr. Wol 
' ·ludes a m moir b. olomon '·The Germ 

B. Fre hof. ___ "Th, Impe 



Jewish Aspiration 
Th•rclor• Choo•• Lil•, s •. 

l•ct•J S•rmon•, Addr•••••• and 
Writing• ol Abba Hillel Silv•r, 
Volum• On•, edited by Her• 
l,ert W•iner, 111itla • memoir 

1,,, Solomon B. Fr••hol, Tit• 
World Publi•hin6 Ce., 441 pp., 
$10. 

Som~n11 remarked that 
1ermons are to be solemnly 
heard and then gently dis­
carded. 

Perhaps for this reason 
compilations of clergymen's 
addresse have attained a cur­
rency no greater than their 
own respective congregations 
who feel "duty bound" to pur­
chase their pastor', new book. 

A f ellcltou, exception is the 
selected sermons, addresses, 
and writings of the late Abba 
Hillel Silver in a large vol­
ume entitled, "The ref ore 
Choose Life." Dr. Silver of 
Cleveland not only wrote 
about history; indeed, he 
helped to shape it as a be­
loved rabbi, a noted cholar, 
and an eloquent pioneer and 
leader of the Zionis move­
ment. 

The emphasis of this first 
volume is upon the great in­
ights of the Jewish spirit 
nd their relevance to our 

••• The material eontaim 

many inspiring and thought­
provoking ideas: suffering 
and death. the challenge of 
nationalism, the role of mys­
ticism in religion, and a Jew­
ish view of Jesu1. "For the 
priest's lip• should keep 
knowledge" and H a Jew, 
nothing Jewish or human ii 
alien o him. Rabbi Silver 
invoked modern thought and 
literature as well as ancient 
teaching and fus d them in a 
eamless unity of impressive 

instruction. 
His was not a way of con­

venience or of outer respec -
ability, but of responsibility, 
understanding, and dedication. 
He challenges, he guides, he 
expounds and, above all, he . 
make1 demands of his auditor 
even u he did upon himself 
in his almost fifty yeara of 
faithful mini tering to the 
needs of a large congregation. 

Above all, "The ref ore 
Choo e Life," r fleet the 
greatness of Jewish tradition 
at its best, in it blending of 
realistic understanding and 
idealistic aspiration. 

EARL A. GROLLMAN 
( Rabbi Grollman of Beth El 

Temple Center, Belmont, i• 
•utltor el "Jadai•m in Sigmund 
Freatl'• World" and "Rabbini• 
cal Coa,ueliq." j 



w OD<I3 m -Stereo FM 104.1 

Executive Offices 171 NEWBURY STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 02116 • 617-267-6020 

August 1, 1967 

Lois E. S..hapiro 
The 1:rorld Puolishing Company 
119 West 57th Street 
New York 19, 4 e·.,1 York 

My dear Hiss Shapiro: 

Your fine release of April 26 uas of 
inordinate help to us in doing justice to Rabbi 
Silver's book when ue put material on the air 
.on our nightly radio program, POTPOURRI FOR 
COrJNOI SSEURS, on several occasions in the past 
week. It amazed us to learn through our telephones 
how many friends he had in this area. And ,-re 
thought it would please you all Hho have done this 
fine piece of t·rork about him and his ,,rorK. 11 He 
was an original and his memory does hearten us. 11 

Believe me, 

I 
Sincerely, 

1 

ve Producer 

PBK:jc 1 POTPOURRI FOR C01 JOI SSEURS •...• n 
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ncof the most· ui1usualn1en 

of our generation or of any 
generation was the brillia nt 

Rabbi Abua Hillel Sil\'er. 
At the beginning of his career 

he set for him ·el f the goal: ''To be 
a pathfind er, to blaze a trail through 
life." In truth, Abba Hillel Sil\'cr 
met his own challenge during 50 
.}C<1r c,f sc1 \ ice tu bi:, t:ontirq;alion, 

antienl land of Zion wa • destined 
for a new birth of bod,· and soul. 

Sil\·er rejected morui~lity and de­
pair. Ik called again and a~ain for 

the "lift" which goes with youth. 
lie fought old age wlH:re,·cr it ap­
peared, whether in the tendency of 
an indi\·idual to surrender dream 
or in the inclination of a religion 
to ettlc in .. deep groo,·c~ of habit." 
Abba Hillel il\·er made his CO\'e- ! 
nant with life. 

THE \'OL :\IE T.-\HT with 

hi country and the world Jewish , 
community. 

__ .. 
.......... -

I 

":\Ian·s Hopes in the Atomic ,\ge,· · 
in which he belie\·es that "Our is 
the rare opportunity of functioning 
as acti\·c agen in a creati\·e .Ju­
daism, of retormmg . de\·eloping and 
enriching our heritag . \\'c enter 
our new li\·cs in:pired by the same 
vision \\"hich led our forefather out ; 
of the mi ts of hi tory, through the 1 

wide stretches of piritual expcri- I 
ence onto the mountain height of I 
moral achic\'cmcnt. \\'c wi h to be 
true to thi \·ision of our fathers 
by dedicating our cl\'e to a Ju- I 

His forceful leadership of the 
Zionist mo\·cment called forth the 
support of all who und erstood the 
need for a Jewish homeland. His 

Re ie ·1er 

Dr. tnlliam 
B. 

.Sil er m 
SENIOR RABBI, 
'fE.\1PLE B"NAJ 

JEHUDAH 

\ 

I I 

voice was the voice that carried the 
day for Israel before the United Xa­
tions. His eloquence, courage, and 
unshakable belief in di\'ine justice 
and human rights made him a com­
manding spokesman for righteous­
ness. His spiritual commitmentand 
intellectual wisdom established him 
as a respected scholar and inspired 
the personal loyalty of countless 
indi\'iduals. 

THE REVIEW OF A TREASURY 
of the finest of Abba Hillel Silver's 
spoken and written words, ;,There­
fore Choose Life." cannot for me 
be without deep personal feeling 
and nostalgia. For I remember 
Rabbi Sil\'cr when I was a child, 
an adolesc:_ent, a high school stu­
dent, as I heard him speak from 
his pulpit at the Temple in Cle\'e-­
land. 

As a university student, I heard 
thc·orator and saw the commanding 
presence of a man of deep con\'ic­
tion and was stincd by his words. 
Abba Hillel Sil\·er sent me to the 
Hebrew union College, and I re­
member the hours we spent discus­
sing the rabbinate and our hopes 
for the future of Jewry. 

He made a profound impact on 
my life, as he made upon o many 
during a career that sky-rocketed 
him on high as a luminary, bow­
ing the way to a renaissance of 
faith and determination to sec Ju­
dai~m a a li\·ing reality, and the 
people of I rael a · de ·tined for 
sa<.:red purpo c. Rabbi il\'er· mc~­
sage wa always deeply rooted in 
the biblkal and Judaic heritage, 

j daism which shall e\·er echo the 
_ ) highest ideals of the human soul, . 

the loftiest truth · of the human 
1 

mind; a Judaism which shall be the 
implacable foe of all r al'.lion, the 
friend of all progres . '· 

I._ - --- • 

RAIHJI AB A II LLEL SH, VE 
1893-1963 

informed by a profound respect for 
human dignity, and filled with a de­
termined hope for the future of 
man. 

We should be grateful to Rabbi 
Herbert \\'einer for compiling this 
\'Olume of sermon and addres cs 
with the help of Rabbi Sih-er's son, 
Daniel Jeremy Sil\'er, -who suc­
ceeded him in his pulpit. "There­
fore Choo~ e Life·· i the fir t of a 
series of volume which will com­
prise the spiritual and intellectual 
legacy of Rabbi ih·cr. 

THE E.\IPIL\SI OF THIS VOL­
UME i on his interpretation of 
the Jewish faith, the meaning of it 
traditions, and its application in 
life. Forthcoming selections in the 
series will center around his under­
standing of the Bible and Jewish 
thought, his concern with social 
issues of the day, and his struggle 
to create a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. 

An imposing and inspiring figure 
with a deep, re onant and compel­
ling voice, Abba Hillel Silver \\ as 
not interested in the way he pre­
sented hi sermon. His main con­
cern was with the content, the 
meaning and the purpose of the 
message. 

RABBI SILVER g· \·e an affirma­
tion, a full -hearted .. Yes" to the 
possibilities of life. \\'here\'er he I 
looked, he saw the .. irresistible 
upsurge" of creation. All nation l 
on earth should participate in this 
upward thru t. America must con­
tinue to be ''the land of the rain­
bow promi c." Judaism mu ·t e\·cr 
renew it dream of a new hc:l\" n ! 
and a new earth . J cw ish com- : 
munities in all lands mu:,t ha\·e ! 
faith in their ability to build a vib- ' 
rant and er 'ali'.·e • cxbtcnce. The 

In the next me age, "The Cnde­
feated Optimism of our Faith," Sil­
\'er writes about the J cwi h concept 
of suffering: .. This concept of sur­
f cring for the sins of the world -
that is, for an ideal - ga\·e a noLe 
of grandeur to Jewi h life in it 
darke t hours. A great cosmic 
drama was being enacted and they 
were the central figure . They \\·ere 
helping to fashion a new world, a 
God willed those new worlds. Being 
the leaders, the pioneer and the 
piritual workers, theirs was a 

crown of thorns. Suffering for a 
cause wa a badge of honor. There­
fore the prophet wa able to say to 
hi people: 'The pcopl who waik 
in darkness sec a great light'." 

Thi is one of the finest volumes 
to be published in our er.1. This 
reviewer urges the members of the 
Jewi h community to obtain a copy, 
and to read it for edification and 
in piration, to nurture a hope in the 
future and to ee the people of I ·­
r.icl as witnc cs of God. descen­
dant of the prophet of Israel, ig­
niting . parks of holinc , thunder­
Ing and demanding social ju ' tice, 
and ummoning man to the new 
Sinai of tomorrow. 

----------------------·----------
' 
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• '"Therefore Choo c Lif •·'-wh:it mirrored in this volt:me and in it11al guid ·s of tl,e 1, ·li~iou.., con:-

a gloriou:, :11:d well selected title hi:, . c•lccted writin6 •. m1111iti' , ancl the cunclmli11° 

for a "rie of book · which will ' R.ibl>i W ·incr, pre'acing ··There- M'r111011 i11 the fir nl !>edioli, 

contain the ,,ri ing· of th lair for1.: Choose Life'' by introducin ~ "Thcr • I Yet I:00111 for Yi ion." 

Dr. Abb;i !Iii.cl ih·e1·, his ad- it a ., Rabbi ih er·: ' •intellcctu :11 the text or a co1 ,11111 ncl'ment at.· 

ur ssc and ,._rn1ons! l a_n cl pirituitl . Jc~::icy,.'' c!nph~1- tlrc. s al Hebre\\ t ·11 il1n Colle~<' · 

The fir · t \ 0 wne in the scr·es ha. ' s1-:e.-, tlwt _ Rabbi 1lrer .s n:tr11st ry Jc\\ i<,h Jn<,lilute of Heli ·• io11, i 

been i ·suul , . \\'orlcl Publi hin,, o.r nr arly ;,O years at The 1 cmple a la nnc-r in!-ipiralion to yu1:11 ~ 

Co JI wil' :,Cn c a· an incom~ Cle, clan . was nevrr allowed to men a pit int for ti -.: r , Lbinate. 

pa;abl c g11 i, ' ,rnrl even as a text b blu1 Jed by hi leader. hip of ll i interc:, i1 ~ to note that 

.,, _ . , men and mo,cn cnts, that he al- ··The Pco1,lc'· scctio.1 rnnccrn· il • 

, 

.,,_ ----·· 

, wa~ ··~poke as a rabbi;'' th:.1t '·he self with matlt'r, n : late J to ··when· 

con L'iou-ly tried to confront the Judaism Differs··- .? _ tibject th,;' 

i:.rne at hand not onlr in term:, late r IJccame the title of 011e ol 

~ • of hb own pcrson:il ~nalysi or the great book writt •n by Dr 

I 
I 

' r. 

the context of the mo1.1ent, but ih·er. 

al O from the per ·pccti,·c of a I In "The Peopl ," coll cc- tion thr•n 

moral tradition which had been arc e ays and sci 111011:, 011 thL 

~t;~~y_f,n the crucible of Jewish I B:ial hem, '·The Jew to Jc u _-· 

per onalities like ~lax ~ordau and 

Dr. Frechof's recolleclion!> of holcm Ale:ehcm, an ~l a prophetil' 

l>r. ih·er are , Tit ten from th"' crnion dcli,·ered in HJ2G on the 

l'icwpo:nt of a cla. sma le and a subject ''. ·at ionalbm - the S.ru6gJ 0 

colleague ttl Hebrew l.'nion Col- for un-ival," in which Dr. ilrc1 

le~c and th eminent Pitt ·lmr:?.h dea.lt in part with ZtJni ·m and . 

rahbi stntc. abot l Dr. ih'cr: mirnclcs and commented that 

•·m.• wa an originnl. Wh:itcnr ·1 racl' life has be('ll so full of 

thou ht h h: d learned from mirac:Ies, it · exi. tenec and ur-

people or book \\ ere r<'worhccl vival ha been such a man· 1011:-i 

and remade into new form aud miracic that I am r ~td) t take a 

1 iclea . He \\as an embodiment of chance upon this mir:.llc.'' 

j I th be t of our Jewi h literalur . Numerous flf the rrpuhlishcd 

I Jle wa • a m.,n of idea] and e says arc pr fal d by com• 

Dll •• \l:U.\ HILLEL SILYE_·· n I po,,·n1•ft1I co11,·1° •· t1·011. '\' l1·11c l1c 
.. .. mcntalivc statements ,, hid1 1 oinl 

book for rab:>is. There were fe -.v liHd, he wa a tower or lrength to Dr. iln:r· altifu,le • on 

orators who m:i'.chcd the forceful-
1 

to u- all, and his honored 
I 

many subjects, his ,,ay of lifc, 

ness o~ Rah'.Ji Siker, and there I memory wiJJ, we pray, remain to 
I 

his ideali m. For in tan(c, th 

were not many \\·ho equalled him uneartl1e11 and to bless.'' I sermon delic\'Crccl in 1936 on the 

as a scholar, a. a great Hebraist, : necalling the dcb:i te at Reform subject '·Tl:c e,cn Pmars of 

a an au hor. as teacher and man 
1 

con~re6ational conference · over the Home'' is pre rdecl by a 

of grc.ll L•n--n,n~. Therefore his the Zionist ideal, Dr. Frcchof pays deeply movin"' r fercn c lo Rabbi 

approaci1e.- t0 th art of sermoniz-
1 

honor to Dr. Silver a the 6uidc ih er's drep interest in his home 

ing are w IL ~\ orth 5 udyin6. I of th~ younger rabbis, a · the ~ niu5 and hi family. l:n<lrr the tit I 

I o' the Jcwi h national mo\·ement. "!f I .'.m Oi~!y for :\Iysclf, Whal 

Primarily. the co!lcctecl wcr. 

should serve a an inspiration to 

laymen. There are ne, idea to 

be found in cnry one of hi 

utter.lllce . There ate in ·pired 

factors in hi - :>ppeals to ju tice 

and l is p1<' ,1 din~ for hi people' 

honor. Yo\P l~ and old wiJ1 find 
me age or ~rc~t ,·alue in hi 

rccon~trutt, rl \\Ork . 

!fr talc about him: '·He became Am I?'' this onc-pag statement 

very qui ckly the outstandinJ youn,1 is a gem. It is in it elf a gr at 

m:in in the Zionist movement in mark of honor in Dr. ilvcr's 

An!eric:i, oon one of the coming memory. 

leader , and after a whil . the In its totality. --Therefore Choo:;c 

leaclt-r. He contributed more than Life" is one of the gn' al collection 

any other .-\meri an Jew to the or Nmons and of a<ldrc ·. cs by one 

c~ta',Ji-..hm •nt of the independent o( the mo t eminent and mo~t in-

ta•e of I rarl ... " I pircd leader · o~ our tim~. Tho,c 

I Th scl tion for thi volume who read this voh:mc. tho e p s-

An ahlc ri1cin, nab bi Herbert Wt!c·c ,, i ely mad . cc ion: arc sc . in:! it, will look for vard 

Weiner. ha. b en chosen to do ubtillcd The Vi-ion. The Wa~ anxiou ly to th' appc. ran ·e of 

the editin:? f these collected Th People and The Rabbi. Th 'Y the follow -up book · in the ·cric •. 

e ::iy·, :rncl :i 1 her brilliant rah:>i. deal with ·cicn •e an,l n·ligion. His great Zioni. l a~) pcal • should 

Dr. olom on P. . Freehof, has writ - ,-.ith the h me :ind th , nation. form the uh tancc of for l ,·omin ... 

ten a mcmoh :q>_H n<lcd to th e f1r,t "ith the em iron ,11cnt ~rnd . odai vol 1mcs. The complclt' collcctc I 

volume ic i th' ·eri s. inf! 1 ' n<: r ·. , \\Ork: ar • certain o an1011 

Dr. . ih•·r·, po,,crful ruk a,; llahlJb \\ill fit111 1wda1 111rril the no l lr<' ,h 1rt•d lttt· rary ,\Ch · 

a Zi lni.,t. a, a JC\\ i,h le:1dcr. i · in th, ~t•clion tle.ilin~ \\ith . pir- in :ill librarit' . un all bou'.·:-h •h l' . 
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SILVER, Abba Hillel. Tltac/orc Choose Life: el£Cted Sermons, A tit/re\. er, and Writi11~s. ol. I. Herbert Weiner, ed. memoir by Solomon n. rrechof. 4-l2p. illu. World 1967. $10. 66-25890. REL Abba Hillel ii· er, th' fir~t Zioni ti · Rt:­form R: bbi, was one of the outst'.lnd­ing Jc\\· h leaders of the 20th cntury. Jn thi,; fir t rnlumc of hi \\ or!-.., th· title of which is tak"'n from D~utoronom,. 30: J 9, Ra bi Weiner ha;; chosen tho e s e lions \ hi h deal mainly with the m aning of life and by o doing ha pre.cntcd Rabbi Silver' foi1h in Judai m and humanity. Rabbi ilvcr here e,\p/ore the mcaining of ju lice and lov , the im­pact of cientific discovery, the de\"c/op­men: of demo ra y among natiom, and the difT ren c among the major rdigion of the W tern world. Th~ e arc ju t a few of the many subje h treated. Hi sermon are rich in histori al content and provide a living te lament to a faith in the future of man. There i my tici m that pr vade the c writing . Rabbi Sil­ver fought diligently for the creation ot the J wi: h state, yet he firmly believed that Judai m out ide the state hould and can exi t as well. He belie eu that there are ba i<.: truth in J udai m which cannot b e tingui h d de pit !he po­grom , ma murder and a 5im:/ation. These truth keep the faith alive. The in­spiration and trength derh.-ed from the e writing should be rt!ad by all J ws regardle s of their · conviction , for the content is not only piritual but al ·o intelle tual. - Miriam K, Mar~oshes, formerly Assistant Librarian, Wheelock ,College, Boston 



"TIIEREf'ORE <:HOOSf~ /,,lf'E, 
'ermon Add re and \V rit-

ing of Ahha Hillel Sil er. Ed­
ited h Jf erh rl rint-r Thf• 
\\'orld Puhli hing Company. 

I{ view d hy 

RABBI J LIUS J. 'ODEL 
[Rabbi Node/, of Temple S/raare 

Emeth, St. Loui\, i\ actn't' in rnuw,· 
croui11,: \CCtarian diflcr,111c<'\ and 
has lectured extemfrrly. lie i.\' tlll­

thor of The ic Between and many 
articles.] 

THE GR ATEST R · ATIV ' 
WRITER have never been preach­

ers; and ome of the greatest crmons 
and addres c. ever delivered have lost 
their impact a they were transmitted 
from the pulpit or platform to the print­
ed p ge. Not o, however, in this fir t of 
a four volume .intholog of Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver's peeches. In fact, There­
fore Choose Life contain ma terpiccc 
of writing that can only be equaled by 
the masterful way in which they were 
fir t poken by one of the few Jcwi h 
"literary prophet " of contemporary 
time. 

This reviewer, who had the privilege 
of rabbinical a sociation with Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver in The Temple, levcland, 
Ohio for four }Car ( 1946-50) can hear 
the timber of voice, the gradations off er­
vor, the perfect diction, and the ubtlc 
nuances of timing and expression as they 
ecm to echo from the printed page of 

familiar ermon and atldres e . 
Any reader of thi collection will de­

tect the preacher' almo t unrea onable 
love for the mystery and magic of word 
and Iii fa cination with the myriad com­
bination of ·ound and alliterative par1l• 
lelism that are achievable within the 
scope of human utterance. But thi fa • 
cination for language doc not detract 
from till another absorbing pa sion of 
Abb Hillel Silver: profound thought 
delicately shaded, subtly felt and imag. 
ined-in short, those divined cmana• 
tion of the human pirit which we call 
idea . Hi word and thought are one 
illuminating fla h. Since hi individualit} 
is tamped on hi every cntence, every­
thing that came from hi mind wa fre h 
- he had the power of breathing the 
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hrcath of life even into a dead trui m. 
When l a hi a i. tant at The Temple 

in le eland, I found it unnerving, to say 
the least, to have the greatc t living Jew­
i'>h preacher sitting on the pulpit while J, 
with his generou a signment of a 
preaching schedule to me, attempted to 
edify a congregation which was used to 
hearing the best. 

Rabbi Silver wa a demanding and 
severe critic, hut alway kindly in hi in­
structions. When he commended his 
younger colleagues with the word "good" 
-the novice could rest as ured that in 
any other Temple his effort would be 
rated excellent. If Rabbi Silver said 
"fair" it might be considered good else­
where. 1f Rabbi Silver said nothing, it 
meant that "fair" was the true evalua­
tion, but did not merit hi respect. If it 
was really poor, then he said something 
which left no question. 

IT IS IMPOSSlBLE to select at random 
one or two crmons and addresses, or 
call attention lo a pas age here or there 
in any review of this book. The collec­
tion touche • upon theology, per on al 
guidelines of living, contemporary 
event , pronouncement which have e­
comc historical documents, commen ar­
ie on Jewi h thought, life and practice , 
ocial conflict, ob ervations of per on­

alitie , literary criticisms, evaluations of 
the Jcwi h mini try, and of course Zionist 
addre ·es which have become cla ic 
calls t the cause and the need of the 
re-G tabli hment of the State of Israel. 

To point out a choice morsel here or 
there in thi panorama of religious, in• 
tellectual and social thought would be 
like cutting a hole in a piece of paper, 
placing it over a Rembrandt painting 
and judging lhe entire ma terpiece by a 
few square inche that were vi ible. lt 
would give the impre ion that the paint­
ing concentrated either on one color or 
one detail, and would be completely mis­
leading. 

Since Rabbi Silver never delivered a 
me age that was not prepared and writ­
ten drop by drop, the editor of this an­
thology is to be commended for avoiding 
in thi book distillations of the original 
f crment ; for uch concentrates can be 
hydrated again beyond the proportions 

of the original formula. 
It i. hoped that this book will have an 

effect upon the unfortunate tendency 
among omc rabbi in recent year to 
consider eloquence and fer or un ophis• 
ticated, preferring to emulate the voice 

f a new commentator or th college 
c1a room lecturer, the style of the jour­
n Ii t or the .ipproach of a panel dis-
us ant. uch deliberate attempt t go 

out of their way t make their ermon 
a pretcntiou I in ignificant part of the 
worship ~ervicc is inimical to the hi tori­
cal development of the Synag gue. • mo­
tion and color diluted bey nd a certain 
point is the parent of platitude. Rabbi 
Silver was never guilty of making his 
preaching a by-word for dull monologu . 
He carefully av ided the amen of 
choice of ubjcct; and the choice of d 
title for good ubject . He wa primarily 
a teacher but did not allow hi knowled 
alone, vast and pmfound a it was. to 
an excu c for inept tran mi ion f hi 
knowledge. He I okcd upon the ken 
word as an in trument of admirable con­
trivance and utility, and he felt re ponsi• 
ble enough as a rabbi to keep thi instru­
ment bright and harp. He made every 
subject a Jewi h ubject from the point 
of view of Jewi h erudition. and hi use 
of qualifying Biblical tc ts, Talmudic 
reference or Midrashic explanations 
were not artificial crutches which many 
other preacher u e only to upport their 
scholarly tature rather than maintain 
interest. 

This collection denie the di torted 
and general feeling that religion i alien 
to the practical needc; of life. The reading 
of this book will produce the powerful 
effect of holding the reader caprive b -
hind the wheel of Dr. ilver· enthu iasm 
many decade after hi oice ha become 
silent. He never did hi "homework" in 
the pulpit. He alway felt a responsibility 
of serving hi listeners wheat which had 
been separated previou ly from the chaff. 
He demanded preci ion from him elf in 
order to be a carrier of all that he con­
sidered significant. He followed the ad­
vice of Quintillian, 2 fir.-t century <':.E.) 
Roman rhetorician who et a tandard 
for precision of language when he de­
clared: "One hould not aim at bein 
possible to understand, but at being im• 
possible to misunder tand." 

It i with anticipation that thi re­
viewer look forward t the next three 
volumes of lected rmon and addre -
es of Abba Hillel Silver. It i a book that 

every Zionist ought to own, read and 
treasure for per onal edification and in• 
piration as we11 a a tribute to one of the 

greatest Zionist leaders of all times. (l 
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THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE, selected sernons, addresses, and writings of Abba Hillel Silver, 

edited by Herbert Weiner, World Pub. Co., New York and Cleveland, 1967, 442 pages, $10.00. 

Reviewed by Rabbi Jack Riemer .,.- . { 

~ ]) CL~, ../-z1) l O L. t • -0 J J? (...J"'-o , . I) 
C ..le L e1t t,,cf (' 

111 believe in myself. I beli~ve in the dignity and the nobility of the soul which 

God has planted within me. 

Even as I believe in myself I believe :in my fellowmen, for they are like me in 

gifts and capacities. 

I believe in work. 

I believe in the adventure of life. 

I believe in saving my soul from wealth and from poverty, and from all the 

physical circumst~"lces of life. They must not touch my soul. 

I believe in never growing old. 

I believe in disciplining myself to hunger for things. 

I believe that I owe a debt to Ittf God and rrry fellowmen, for the soul which God 

has gi~en me and for the education that society has afforded me. 

I believe in service, first as a payment of a just debt, and second, as the only 

avenue by which men and women can ever find or ever have found real contentment and 

happiness. 

I do not believe in being ordinary and average and commonplace. The one ambiti0n of 

l?\Y" mortal days would be to break through all the confining circumstances of icy- world, 

to rise above the dead level of mediocrity, and to raise others; to lead, even as I 

first am content to follow, to be a path.:'inder, to blaze a trail through life." 

With this stirring Ani Maam.in Abba Hillel Silver began his distinguished career 

as the spiritual leader of The Temple in Cleveland, Ohio. From that pulpit he spoke 

for over half a centu:-y and his influenc= reached out far beyond the confines of 

his city. 
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Abba Hillel Silver was an anomoly wit.~in the Refonn movement when he began. 

The product of a Hebrew speaking intensively Jewish home, he came to the Hebrew 

Union College, which was the capital of classical Reform Judaism, as a deeply 

convinced militant Zionist. The great achievement of his life was to wed Reform 

Judaism's universalism with the spirit of Jewish nationalism. Today it is no longer 

news for a Reform Rabbi to speak favorably and lovingly about Jewish peoplehood and to 

say that "nation, land and language were and are indispensable elerr:ents of Jewish life," 

but fifty years ago it was. Hitler had something to do with bringing about the change 

in Reforrn Judaism, and so did the establishment of the State of Israel -- and so did 

Abba Hillel Silver. 
. 

Rabbi Silver is best remembered today as one of the leaders of the Zionist 

organization, as the American Jew perhaps most responsible for winning popular support 

in this countrJ for the idea of the state. But he was more than a Zionist spokesman 

or a political leader. He was first of all a Rabbi, and undergirding all of his marzy­

activities was a deep religious concern and conviction. His editors have therefore 

chosen wisely by beginning the publication of his literary legacy, not with the 

politi~al speeches, but with his religious statements. The essays and sermons in 

this volume are concerned with the basic needs and the eternal hungers of human beings: 

for life, for comfort, for courage, and for meaning. 

Abba Hillel Silver believedf~od, in man, in the Jewish people, in America, 

and in the coming of a better tomorrow. Each of these beliefs has been battered 

and challenged in our time. God's death has been announced -- and man 1 s death seems 

imminent to many. Fervent admiration of America seems passe nowadays and contemporary 

theology stresses man's sinfulness and his limitations more than his possibilities 

and his potential. Silver's faith was healthy-minded, optimistic, confident, and 

meliorist, and each of these terns has become a criticism in our time. Yet he was 

not a naive nineteenth century rationalist, but a man who lived through and reacted 

to the depression, the holacaust, and the beginning of the nuclear age. An optimism 

that could survive such shocks had to be based on deep convictions. 
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Rabbi Silver's theology- may seem dated to the contemporary reader, but if we 

wish to avoid becoming v1hat \lhitehead called "parochials in time instead of space" 

then ~e must open ourselves to other moods and other views besides those that are 

in vogue in our time. We are therefore very grateful that we have this testament 
1
_ . 

.MP'- 6 ) - t /4. eel /f7<0->·, 

of a believing Jew to study and to live with. A Refonn Rabbi who w1ed I:,rael, a 

liberal who studied mysticism, a rationalist who lived with the nzy-stery of evil 

and suffering, his life is a warning against glib oversimple compartmentalization 

and categorizing and his writings are a part of the continuing chain that is the 

tradition. 



T CHOOS LI f'. • 

Abba H l 11 1 .. 1 lv r 

Cleveland 1967 'orld bll hln co. 442 • • 10 . 00 

View by Q:IARL·S ~- SliJ 
bb 1, Iv rda 1 Temp 1 , ew York 

Thi larg volt e, bly It d by bbl rbert f r, is 
coll etlo or th lat bbl b Ht 11 1 l lv r' s 0 s, ddre 

wrltl • Th mph st Jn tll ls volum l on hl i terpretatio 
or the Jew lsh 11 ton a d trad It to and lh Ir p 1 le t lo to co t mpor-
a ry 1 l f • l t rev a 1 s th th Ink l of on of th f nt or th 
American bbi t who lay dad ct lve role In th dev loinent or 
the rtcan nd th orld Zlonl t ove the t b 1 I rune t or 
the r bom t te of Jara 1. 1 J evldenc th t. 

tabll h d hl r putatlon r ln t. k Ing 

ear In the pr rat ton of hi e on and addre e av t t. p 

of thorlty to hi bllc claratton. Among the s on bl! hed 
1 this volume I o e c 11 d h re Judaism Birr rd" hleh, xpanded 
I hl book by that title, orr r th mot lucid lnterpr tat.ton or 
t J wish philosophy or r ll Ion to b found In the 1 l h Ian gu ge • 

Th bo k f s v ry 11 ke ly to r a f 

t o e e k tnn an d r tend In o t th 

a tandard r r r nc work ror 

entlal dfff rence et een 

d Buddhl t thlnkln o Juda f m Christ.ta, Gre k, l lamlc 

th ologlc lqu tton. 

Th refo Choose ~lf 

de llng Ith the Int. 11 ctual 

l the f lr t of proJ ct d rt 

d a Ir I tu a 1 legacy of bb I 1 lv r. 
Po rt.he In YO lu wl 11 cent r upon hl lnterp tat I or th B lb le 

d J wish thou ht, hi cane rn with the social l aue ot hi d y nd 
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or hi long 1 volv nt with Ztonlsm the tru gl to er at a 

Jewish h ~land ln P lestlne. hat t o int r sting bout hi writing 

I the tact th t they t nd th t t of t •• h y are ot t d. 

Thi 1 du rlmarll tot f et th t the author ealt lt.h tin less 

v lu • Hts work l dl tt ui hed b it dell eatl of the rich 

J l h tradltlo by J wl h eholar rou ded in hi ourc at rial. 

A t dltor says 1 hi f c : s11v r lw ys co t porary 

l u In th oral tradition or hi opl which had be t ted In 

the cruclbl of history. and wr te not o much l terms of 

hi own r n 1 opt to in the opinion of th Btbl n abblnlc 

tr d It ton. ' Dr. So 1 o • or, h l co 11 at,u d c 1 fr lend 

ov r th y r , s lmllarly d ser lb d t. u u al ch ract. r or Stlv r•s 

that h 

h 

f olr cont l t ayln: "I num rabl 

th B lb 1 11 d c n I ht 11 a Jd 

actually n ver ot d crl tur l ly did so. 

absor-•d crl let ly through const t d 

thou ht tu 1 d r c pt Iv r ad t.h t or rra 

or v rse app ar tnt rwo 

ore orl l 1. ad to tho 

l to the t ture of a t ce to roduce 

bo w the lb 1 , a t trrln ffeet. 

b 1 llv r• wrltln 

and f.e 1 le tty of expr s lo • Hts 

I character l& d by a g racefu 1 ty le 

pe a d 1 et u r b for h I a 

" 

coll gu t th c ntr 1 rlcan 

uff le l 

bbJ t !ngs were 

g er lly ch 11 n eato thos ho 1 eked t a ppr cJat Ion of the 

er of th J wi h herlta to l f olvtng contemporary probl•m. 

ff wa n portent factor In cha gin th arlJer attltud or R to 

Jud 1 from th nt. f-Zfon.l t. ttt bur h Platfonn or 1 85 to the 

Co 1 bu la.tro or 1 7 which r d no fnc pet ibl 1 lty b tw n to 



Juda l m nd Z Ion Ism. He w s t u ch d r nd r of th J w f h fa Ith 

and I h I Po le tea 1 

h ls kl 11 l a w r I 

a y hy o Th eathe a e? ( .5 4) howed 

the ecularl ts or th day who highly 

bb I 

fu 1 

crttlcal or the tate of r lea Juda ism. It wa 

S11v r w s • of It detlcl Cle • It w s rath 

ot th t 

l 

to ace t the idea th t ft wa d void of plrttuality th t t Irr d 

hlm to wrtte this plec In a swer to attack l th 

ln th 1920• qu• t toning th urvlval of Jud l In 

no h Joumal 

erlc . hat 
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he aid four decades ago I a aw rtng the lien ted J wt h I tellectual 

l 1 !cable to our ow t 1m : 

"Th 1 len t ion from Jewry nd Juda ls re u 1 t tng from t e 
d p tv tions tnh rent ln the lot of I r vor d In rlty I artleul-
arly tn evidence m the c se or that smaller roup of J 1 h l -
tell ctu ls to whom t writer y b r terrl --th authora, 
Jou all ts, writer , phttosop}j r. , pr.of , etc. any of these 
hi eh wed Juda l nd the Jew ot --•••• the do t know the tr 
peopl (for a goodly number of the hat ood old-f shloned 
Jewl h h , fro di tlnctly J !sh env t, n e of them 
actua 1 ly rec !Ved Orthodox Jn, 1 h t ra Jn 1 ut becau e th y do not 
w lsh to know. The are rleh r sture 1 where, h I her r ard 
both octal and monetary. It 1 only after these Int lleet als are 
di 11 lu toned, an.er th y l cov r that the nt let ated r ard 
ot forthcornln that they ret rn to th elcomln fold of 1, a 

bit addened d bitter d n bit ov rze Jou." 

One c not but b 1m d by th ccmpr h ston, th thou htful e 

a th cl rlty or the wr lt ln conta I d In thl volume. It is th 

ro4uet or atur ml d t e d In the J wl h tr dltlo brlngt lt 

w! to ar on tb probl ot the contemporary world. lt I 

t t o y to the r markabl c ctty of abb !nlc leader to b tt le l 

t a r na of oc la 1 t rug g 1 o be ha 1 r of' h 1 0 1 d t leav hi 

Ind• 1 lb l l ti u nc on h l t I on by h I 1 a rn 1 g • 



Rabbi Silver's Works 
to Be Published Here 

Th massive inl llcct and eloquence of Habbi .\bha • 
Hillel .'ilv r will come alive again in a :50~-pagc vol­
um set for publication here . lay 2 by "orld Pub-
li hing Co. 

Th book, first of a . il vr r 
serie. of four to be publi. hcd 
at inter als of approximately 
a ·car, i a collcdion of ser­
mon. and lec~ures r fleet­
ing the rabbi's general ph_i• 
lo ophy of life and ba 1c 

I 
J~\\ is!1 and reli ~ious prin• 
c1plc . 

IT I, E, TITL'EO ''Th re• 
fore 'ho(,se Lile" and is 
ec!it d r,y nabbi Hefbert 
\ einer of outh Orang , 
.. .T., a~ author and a .Judaic 

1 scholu. . laterial " as fur• 
nished h· the 'ih er family 
and th Tell'1ple. which Rabhi 
'iher .ened as :piritual 
leader ror 46 , cars I rior t 
his death m 1 q53, 

Rabbi Silver 

,:?re ation·. desire to memo- ( 
rialize it. leader fot· o many 
wars. .\ nwmorial arrhiv 
has already been e t,.b!L h d 
at the Temple. 

Rabbi Daniel .Jt remy S1l­
'ver, son of the rabhi and his 
succe5sor m the Temple pul-
pit, a,d the publishing proj- "ll wa. fortu :ntP," Habbi 
ect "as in. pired b) the con- Dani I rommcntcd. ·that my I 

, _____________ fath r \\ as c;o m ticulous in 
preparim• and pr . c~·ving _his 
nrnnus,~r1pt .. Th re i • a wide 

f t . l ,. 
\'ariet:,r o ma ~na . 

A SPOKE.'M \ , • for World 
descr~0ed the volume a:; 
··"ood literature-a marvel­
ou collection of int rest to 
p ople of all religious faiths. 

The second volu~1c will be 
historical. Biblical and rab­
lJinic :n content th ~pokes­
man aid. ...·ocial anci politi­
cal i c;u ::> '" ill be co, crcd in 
s rmo,1 and lecture co:n­
pri in~ Volume 3. The fi~al 
hook •.'- ill be con~c•·r cd with 
the stru(1'gle for the esta1

)­

lishm nt or the state of 1 • 
racl. Rabbi , ilvcr. a. a worlrl­
famous Zionist, was a prir.1e 
mover in that :itnl'1 ;;l . 

Dr. Abba H illel Silver's Powerful Role 
Shown in Volume of Cho.sen W riling 

'·Therefor Choose Li!e''- what 
a gloriou~ and well elected title 
for a erie: of book. which will 
contain the "'riling· of the late 
Dr. Abba Hil,cl ih'er, hi ad· 
dre e and . rmon ·! 

The fir t volume in the serie ha 
been i. ued by World Publi bing 
Co. It will erve as an incom­
parable guid<' and even a a text 

minored rn thi volume and in 
hb . elect cl writings. 

Rabbi Weiner, prc'ac:ing ··Th re • 
fore Choo. e Life" by inlroducin~ 
it as Rabbi ilver· "intellectu:il 
and _ ptrilual legacy,'' empha-

ize • that Rabbi Silver's mini. trJ 
of nearly 50 year at The T mpl 
Clevc>land. \\a ne,·er allo ved to 
be blurred by hi leadership of 
men and movement . that h al 
way "!>poke a· a rabbi ;" that ··h' 
con. Tiou Ir tried to confront th 
is.me al hand not only in terms 
of his own per onal analysis or 
the context of the momC'nt. but 
al·o from the per pecti\ of a 
moral tradition which had be •n 
tested in the rruciblc of Jewi h 
hi. tory.'' 

Dr. Freehof' r collection., of 
Dr. ii er are written from th 
vit'wpoint of a cla mate and a 
coll a ue at H bre, t:'nion Col­
l !! and th emint'nt Pittsbur~h 
rabbi tat about Dr. ilver: 
"He wa <i an 01 iginal. Whatrv r 
thought - he had learned from 
peopl or book were reworked 
and remad into new formi,, and 
idea . lie was an embodiment of 
the b <,t of our Jewi h literatur . 
He wa a man or ideals and 
po\\ t>rful conviction. While h<' 

book for rahbi . There v;ere f e·. lived, he wa a tower of trength 
orator. who match d the forceful• to u all, and hi honored 
nes · o~ Rabbi 1lver, and there mt>mory will, we pray, remain to 
were not many who equalled him unearthen and to ble . " 
a a ·cholar. as a great Hebrai t, Recalling the debate. at R •form 
as an author. a: teacher and man eon~re6ational conference over 
of great learning. Therefore hi· th<' Zioni. t ideal, Dr. r~reehof pa} . 
approache. to the art of sermoniz- honor to Dr. Silver a the guid 
ing are well worth tudying. II of the younger rabbi , as the g<'niu. 

Primaril)', the collected work . or the Jcwi h national movt>mcnt. 
hould serve a an in piration to He state. about him : ''He b came 

laymen. There ar new idea to \'er~ quickly the out ·landing young 
man in the Zioni t mov m ·nt in be found in e\•cry one or hi 

utterance . There are inspired :\ mcrica .. oon one of th comi ng 
factor in hi appeah to ju tice IC'adcr . and after a ,vhil • the 
and hi pleadings for hi peopl , leader. lie contributed mor than 
honor. Yotin and old will find an} other American Jew to the 
me age or gre.it value in hi e ·tablishment of th independent 
r con truded work . tale of I rael .• .'' 

The :election for thi. volume 
n able man, Rabbi Herb r 1 were wisely made. Section. are 

Weiner, ha been cho en to do subtitled The Vi ion. Th Way 
the editing of these collected Th P ople and The Rabbi. Th y 
e ay , and another brilliant rabbi . dea 1 with ciencc and r ligion. 
Dr. olomon B. Freehof, ha writ- wi h the horn and the nation, 
ten a memoir appended to the fir · t with the environment and social 
volume in lh<' eries. influence . 

Dr. ilver·s powerful role a Rabbi will find p cial mt>rit 
a Zioni t , a · a Jewish leader, i rn the ection dealing with pir• 

itual guide of lht> rrligiou • com 
munitit•s, and thr concludii.g 
st>rmon in th<' final section, 
"Th<'rt." I. Yet Room for \'i ion ." 
th.- text of a tomm<' nct.>mt"nt ad• 
dre . at Ht•bre\\ L'nion oltege. 
Jewish lnstitnt t> of Ut>li~ion, i 
a lasting in<,1nration to young 
men a piring for th'{' rabbinate. 

a 
p 
ti 
Ii 

It 1s intrn•. tin~ to note that I 
"Th People" s<'elion eonrern • it 
self with matt •r.~ rpla1t•c.l to "Wh<'r" 0 
Judaism Diff<>r. •• a subj l'l that p 
later became thP tit II' of on<' of 
th<' great hook, writt n hy Or 

ii • 1lvcr. f 
In ''The P v;lk" tollC'l'lion there 

I I JJ are e ay-. an< s rmon. on tic g 
B.1al hem. ··The J<' 1-1 to Je:us." 
personalities lik \lax ordau and 

holem leictwm. and a prophetic 
crmon delivered in 1926 on the 

·ubject ''Na t1onalbm the Stru~glc 1 

for ~ un i,·al. • in whtl'h Dr . . 1h·er 
d alt in part with Z1on1. m and 
miratle.., and commC'ntcd that 
" I racl's life has h<'cn ·o full of 
mirade-.. it. exi-.tcnt· and ur· pl 
vival ha b en ·tH.·h a marvelous 
miracle that I am r acly to take a I 
chance upon thi. miracle." J 

Numeroui,, or the republh,hed 
1

1 

e a are prefac('d b com­
mentati e tatement • which point 
to Dr. , iher' .· attitude on 
many subjects, hi wa or •=re-, 
hi ideali ·m. For in tanc , th 
ermon delievcr('d in 1936 on th 
ubje t ''Tke :even Pillar of 

the Home" i 1>rcced d by a 
deeply moving reference to Rabbi 1 

ilver's deep intere. t in his home 
and hi famil . Under the titlt 
" IC I Am Onl for My ·('If, What 
Am I?" thi • one-page ·tatement 
is a gem. It i., in it elf a gr at 
mark of honor in Dr. , ilver' 
memory. 

In it totality, "Ther fore hoo c 
Life" is one of the great collection 
of sermons and of addre by one 
of the most eminent and mo t in• 
pir d lead rs or our tim . 'I hose 

who read this \Olume, tho e po • 
e ·sing it, will look forward 

anxiou ly to th appearance of 
the follow-up book in th er ie!'-. 
Hi great Zioni. t appeal. hould 
form the uh.lance of forthcomin •• 
volume . The complete collected 
work are certain to b amonJ 
the mo t trca:ur d literary work 

, in all librarie . on all book helve . 



.. .. . -- ' ' - Ratti Jack Riemer 

Oct . 28, 1969 

ta.bbi Daniel Sil er 
The Temple 
University Gire eat ilver rk 
Cl veland 6, Ohio 

Dear Collea e: 

I am no in the process of preparing a bool·J.et 
of sup lementa "Y readjngs and pra r rs for the 
High Holyda,/s to e used in our Synagogue and 

erhans ·n others as well . 

I would like to include a responsive re ding 
that I have done which is based u on the ad ress 
by your father tl a is found on ge 97-198 nf 
11 Theref'ore Choose Lii' e . 11 I have arran ed his 
prose in a form suitab]e for res .. onsive re d··n T 

and added a few lir..es to bring it up o d~ te . 

May we please have your pe • s sion t.o inclu e 

t,his reading in i,he ool·let . hink t at • l, 
ould be a fjtti g trjbute t our dear fa her's 

me ory to have l is Ho1·ds inclu d in a prayer 
service for th H·gh Ho ydnys and I hope tha 
you will agree . 

w· th all good wishes, I am, 

J 

• 

Since ely yours, 

r;{/ ([:?~~ 
&ih i Jack Riemer 

/ 

• ;/)a'Jlon, Olio 45406 



• 1 ... . 

Rabbi Jack 1emer 
Beth Abrahan Synagogue 
1306 S lem . 1enue 
Dayton, nio 45406 

Dear Rabbi Rie14 er: 

October 30, 19 9 

I res onse to your 1 tt .r of cto 2 ~ 19 9, I o d 
e to s e the re on i read·n I ould 

hav no co ion a u a ki C c,~T,n~any 

to rant ou r r1n • , ts for i t quotation. How-

ever, l would nt to see ho the insert fit and whether 

they ar co 1ruent. f cour , so .. "e prop identifica-
tion of the source would have to be inclu. ed. 

s· cer y, 

DA IEL JE ~ Y SILV R 

DJS:rvf 




