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Vision in Victory. A Collection, 
o~ Addresses by Dr. Abba Hillel' 
S1lv~r, 19-42-48 ( e, York, Th 1 
Z1om t rganiz tton of m ric I 
194 . 23 pp.) i a ri _ of docu~ I 
m. nt • of the p litical struggl in , 
this. o~ntr~· for th r alization 
of Zionism. Dr. ilv r' addt •se. t 
brina u b,wk to the fat ful vea;. • 
r 19_-13 , ·l_ien we thought ·that · 

the ·con piracy r o( ilence" in- ' 
volved ?nJy t~o million Jewish l 
dead. Hi t stimony at the Con- 1 

gre ional hearing • of 1944 and I 
subsequent_ addre s. recall the l 
most que ti n ble role of Frank- I 
Ii-? . D. Roosev~lt concerning ! 
Zionism and po s1 bly also in the 
res~ue of ~he European Jews. a 
subJect which only historical re- ' 
search will clear up. Included are I 
also a number of addresses de- I 
livered before U bodies and at 
Zionist and rabbinical conferen- 1 
ces. While most o the material 1 

is now of historical interest. the 
1948 address on Liberal Judaism 
and Israel is a must reading for 
anyone interested in the relation­
hip between Israel and the dias­

pora. Dr .. Emanuel eumann's 
foreword 1s n evaluation of Sil­
v~r• role in the m v m nt. w 
v1 h that Harold Manson, who 

ha.s. done a ve~v fi~e job in . up­
plymg the h1 toncal introduc­
tion_ to ach tat ment h d be n 

bit more gen rou in addina 
e act dat s. 3 J>,"i '1 ' 1 •4 r 
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)} 

v1irW0S 
The Man Who Was Always 

Right. L. W 
"Vision and Victory.'~ / J J 'I 
A Collection of Addresses. 
Dr. A. H. Silver's Latest Book. 

By DR. S. M ARGOSHES-

To read Vision and Victory, a 
collection of addresses delivered 
by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver between 
1942 and 1946, is to relive those 
stirring six years, which were so 
crucial to the Zionist Movement. 
And in reading thi book one in­
evitably come to the conclusion 
that there was a man who was 
always right. But for his vision 
and his courage to act according 
to his lights, and his aoility to 
persuade others that he saw and 
acted correctly, the world might 
now be a different place. The 
events that have shaken the earth 
,night never have happened; cer­
tainly they would have happened 
differently, with less happy re-
~ults. 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann is com­
pletely right when, in his splen­
didly worded, profoundly pene­
trating foreword, he describes 
Dr. Silver's line of Zionism as the 
Zionist Revolution and Dr. Silver 
himself as the architect of the 
Zionist R,evolution. That line, 
that revolution, and the mind of 
their architect are beautifully un­
folded in these speeches. Th Sil­
ver theory of Zionist strategy is 
built on two major ideas: First, 
that America has now taken the 
place of Britain as the key to the 
solution of Zioni t problem . $ec­
ond, that Zionism in America 
must find its strength in the sup­
port of the Jewish masses and 
their Gentile friends rather than 
through personal influence with 
this or that government official, 
no matter how powerful. Again 
and again through these speeches 
there echoes the Biblical refrain 
of Al tiftichu bindivim-Do not 
put your trust in princes. 

It was my good fortune to hear 
most of these speeches. Together 
with other listeners I was held 
spellbound by the matchless art 
of Dr. Silver's oratory. In reading 
them now one is struck once again 
by his eloquence and command 
of the language. In purity of 
style as well as the power and 
the pdfoundity of his thought, 
Dr. Silver ranks with the orators 
of the great classic tradition. His 
literary gifts are equally evident 
in the speeches delivered before 
Jewish meeting and those at the 
United Nations. But the qualities 
that will make Dr. Silver live for 
centuries in the grateful memory 
of the Jewish people, are his clar­
ity of vision and the unswerving, 
granite determination to realize 
that vision on the sacred soil of 
Israel. 

Silver was among the first to 
see that the British chapter in 
the book of Jewish hopes and as­
pirations in respect to Palestin 
had come to an end. And he wa 
among the very fiirst to see that 
with the end of the second World 
War, with the international situa­
tion still fluid, the time had come 
to press for Jewish Statehood­
a time that might not return for 
centuries, perhaps never. He was 
the first to point out that if a 
compromise plan for a Jewish 
State in a partitioned Palestine 
were to have any alue at all for 
the Jews, the plan must originate. 
from a non-Jewish source-either 
the British or the United Nations. 
Finally, it was Dr. Silver who 
was first to see that if we were 
to have a Jewish State in our 
time, it would have to be largely 
through the mobilization of 
American public opinion-which, 
sooner or later, the Administra 
tion (any Administration) i 
Washington would be constraine 
to follow. In all these theses tha 
he put forward he was fully vin 
dicated by history. 

Vision and Victory is a verit 
able bugle call, each speech an 
other note in the stirring call t 
battle. Sometimes the fight i 
against the inte,nal adversary 
tht appeaser who accepts not hal 

I a loaf, but a crumb, which he 
I wauld call half a 1 af. Sometime 
the fight i against the enemy 
from without, standing guard at 
the gates of the Promised Land, 

1 

so that no Jew hounded by Hitler 
might enter. Vision and Victory 
is a prophetic book in the sense 
that it foresaw coming events and 
sought to mobilize the spiritual 
and material resources of the 
Jewish people all over the world 
and their friends and allies in 
all democratic countries. Silver's 
practical action al ways help d hi 
prophetic visions come true by 
shaping events in the image of 
his ideal pattern and bending 
forces to his hight and noble pur­
poses. Vision and Victory is a 
great book because what is great­
est in Jewish life- the passi-onate 
longing of the Jewish p ople for 
freedom and a free land of their 
own - reverberates through it 
with a mighty sound. 

This book stands as a monum­
ent both to an epoch and to a 
man-to the greatest epoch of all 
times in Jewish hi tory and to 
one of the truly great Jews of 
that epoch. It should be read by 
every Jew who desires to both 
understand and relive the most 
stirring days in our contemporary 
Jewish history. 

Vision and Victory 
A Collection of Addresses by 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

1942-1948 
Tht Z ioni1t Organization gf America. 
New Y11rk, 1949. Pa11H 232. Price 52,50 
Now obtainable at the Office 
of THE DAY, 183 E. Broadway, 

New York 2, N. Y. 
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Dr. Silver's "Vision and 
Victory." 

A F scinaiing Book. 
The Story of Tempestuoua 

Y ars. l . , 
Eleazar Lipsky Speaks. ,~4. ~ 

By DR. S. MARGOSHES-
oue .. t Column by : 

ELEAZAR LIPSKY 
I. 

In War and Peace there is 
posed the recurring philosophic­
al problem of history-whether 
men make or are made by events. 
As to N apolean's role in the 
Nineteenth Century, Tolstoy did 
not doubt that no one man could 
account for twenty-five years of 
war in which millions of men 
crawled and fought and grap­
pled to their deaths across the 
continent of Europe. Only the 
will of God, he argued, could ac­
count for the turmoil in the ant 
heap. 

One need not agree with the 
conclu ion to be persuaded by the 
argument. The classical clo ing 
chapter of that great novel makes 
irresistible the point that even 
Napolean could not out of his 
own strength have instigated so 
much. Still, historical events are 
the result of forces in motion by 
men. Which man is finally re­
sponsible for an end result can 
never be finally determined. On­
ly the closest scrutiny can reveal I 
the source even of a dominant 
influence. 

With this in minci, a study of a 
collection of addresses made by 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver between 
1942 and 1948, just published by 
the Zionist Organization of 
America under the title of Vision 
And Victory is of particular sig­
nificance in evaluating the enor­
mous influence of their author on 
the course of Zionist history and 
in the establishment of the Jew­
ish State. A foreword by Dr. 
Emanuel Neumann, Dr. Silver's 
valued colleague, and historical 
notes by Harold P . Manson, his 
brilliant young associate in the 
work of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council are helplul in 
this regard. 

Better than any formal narra­
tive, these addresses illustrate Dr. 
Silver's role in J wish history 
during six fateful years. During 
this time, his personality domin­
ated the American Zionist scene. 
He set in motion large political 
forces. He shook the discussions 
at the World Zionist Congress. 
He prodded and pinched the 
American Government. In the 
end he had the pleasure of an­
nouncing to the United Nations 
the establishment in Palestine of 
the State of Israel, the culmina­
tion of fifty years of effort by 
countless devoted Zionists and 
the end of two millennia of mar­
tyrdom. These addresses faith­
full show the furnishin s of his 

News and Views 
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significant smothering of that 
topic in the annual message of 
the President of the United 
States and of the Secretary of 
the Interior. He denounced the 
mockery of the Evian and Ber­
muda Conference and noted the 
continuance of the White Paper 
of 1939, the failure to secure a 
Jewish army in Palestine, and 
warned against pressing for par­
tition of Palestine by the Jewish 1

1 Agency. All the e elements of 
his speech were sounded like the 
theme for variation yet to come. 
· The speech made by Dr. Sil­
ver at the Hotel Commodore, at 
a testimonial dinner given by the 
American Zionist Policy Commit­
tee on March 21, 194:5, struck the 
first authentic note of his com­
manding position. It will b re­
called that Dr. Silver had as­
sumed the chairm:m:5hip of the 
Emergency Council in August, 
1943, at the direct request of Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann. The mas ive 
political efforts uf the Emergency 
Council will also be rem mbcred 
-the advertisements in the 

ewspapers, the barrag of letters 
and telegrams on the Congress, 
the securing of resolution from 
state legislatures, the 1944 reso­
utions of support from the Re­
ublican and Demo ratic nation-\ 
1 conventions in Chicago, and 
ther similar trokes. All this led 
o the Resolution in November, 
944:, in the Senate Foreign Re­
ation Committee, which. was 

blocked by Secretary o State 
Stettinius.A violent dispute in the 
leadership led to Dr. Silver's re­
signation from the Emergency 
Council, his subsequent re-elec-

1 

tion Chairman, and h1 elec­
' ti n as Pre i ent of the Zionist 

I
Organization of merica. 

The imm di tt quarrel, 
'c urse, was as tu t1:tctics,a.s so many 
later disputes were to be, there 
never having been within Gener­
al Zionist ranks any erious is­
sue as to ultimate goals. In his 
first speech as a member of a for­
mla opposition, Dr. Silver might 
have dwelt on the tactical ques- 1 
tion. In tead, he widened the ar-

1 gument. He pointed out that the 
problem of the attack n the 1 
Congress was illustrative of the 
need for a wide program of 
strong pressure on many fronts. 
In this he had the general sup-

ort. 
(To be continued tomorrow) 
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Victory." 
A Fascinating Book. 
Th Story of Tempestuous 

1 tars. 
Eleuar Lipsky Speaks. 

By DR. S. MARGOSH 

•• Guest Column by: C "" 

ELEAZAR LIPSKY 

II. /-'(-
• Dr. Silver spoke 
against half-measures or partial 
solutions. He rejected current 
palliatives, such as rumors of 
Arab concessions, temporary eas­
ing of the immigration barriers, 
talk of partition, of bi-national­
ism, and the like. He pointed out 
that the Jewish problem was a 
world problem which the United 
Nation would perforce deal with 
and that temporizing with the 
Arabs was a measure of govern­
mental treachery. He insi ted on 
pressure on the State Department 
and on Churchill and Roosevelt 
through the organization of 
strong public opinion. The go 1 
was an immedia e majority in 
Palestine to break the White Pa­
per of J 939 and to achieve the I 
Jewish State directly after the 
war. I 

With Dr. Silver's victory at the 1 

Zionist Convention, the struggle 
continued on two fronts, the un­
fortunate internal controversy 
which proved in the end unne­
cessary and futile, and the ex­
ternal fight which luckily proved 
triumphant beyond all dreams. 
The later speeches deal in turn 
~ith both fronts. 

Three speeches deal with the 
faternal quarrel: one made at the 
49th Annual Convention of the 
Zionist Organization of America, 
and two made at the 22nd World 
Zionist Congre s at Basle. In 
those spee hes, Dr. Silver treated 
with characteristic vigor the ac­
tion of the Jewi h Agency in 
1946, in Paris, in propo ing a 
measure of partition, and with 
the action of Dr. ahum Gold­
mann in conveying thi proposal 
to President Truman. His dis­
sent has been frequently record­
ed and need not now be enlarged 
upon. What may be appreciated 
is the style in which his protests 
against the prior cour e of action 
were laid, the trenchant vigor, 
the saturnine disdain, the bitter 
anger against all opponents -
even to the point of emotional 
hostility. 

What finally made pointless the 
!nternal Zionist struggle was the 
folly of Bevin in ref erring the 
matter to the United Nations ex­
pecting that there the alliance be­
tween the Foreign Office and the 
State Department could quell the 
obstreperous Zionists. Here Zion­
ist ranks were closed, and a 
group of brilliant spokesmen for 
the Movement presented a unit-/ 
ed case for the e tabli hment of 
the Jewish State. A series of I 
lucky blunders by the British 
politicians brought us .,af ly 
through the As embly and pr -
vented a rever al of that action 
by the la t minute panicked 
manoevers of the enemies of 
Zionism in the Security Council. 

The UNSCOP majority report 
on Augu t 31, 1947, gave the 
Zionist Actions Committee, then 
in session at Zurich, an opportu­
nity to take a position acceptable 
to all Zionists other than the Re­
visionists and the MAP AM. The 
proposal for the partition of Pal­
estine, having come from an au­
thoritative source, was finally 
agreeable in principle to Dr. Sil­
ver, and he voted with the ma­
pority of the Actions Committee 
to accept it. On October 2nd, 
1947, he appeared before the Ad 
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Hoc Committee to argue for the 
UNSCOP recommendations. 

His classic addresses before the 
various United Nations bodies 
are all set !orth. Other leaders 
joined him. Whatever the differ­
ences within the Zionist ranks, 
they were suppressed in the 
dominant need of the moment. 
Every ounce of courage and 
strength was thrown into the to­
tal struggle. It w s a gre t mo­
ment in his life, and m Jewish 
history, when Dr. Silver was pri­
vileged to aris on May 14, 1948, 
m Flushing Meadows, to an­
nounce to th orld that the Jew­
i h State had tome into being. 

If th1 collection of pe ches 
'has any lesson it i that the quar­
rels of brothers me n l s than 
the ties between them. In the 
end the entirt leadership joined 
on a set of principles which had 
been enunciat d in 1937, name­
ly, that the immedi te stablish­
ment of the Jewish State was es­
sential to the survival of the 
Jewish people even at the sacri­
fice of territorie . The bitter dis­
pute as to how to enunciate that 
principle without loss of strength 
against the external foe finally 
olved itself. The logic of the I Royal Commission in 1937 proved 

to be that of the UNSCOP in 
111947. A sacrifice was made but 
the J ewbh State aro a re-
sult. 

Among all the elements which 
went into th creation of the 

1 State, these sp che illustrate 
I the brilliant nd relentless lea­
dership of Dr. Silver, which 
played a ritical, if not indeed, a 

I decisive role. His trumpet voi e 
:iroused the American Jewish 

1 community. Allied with the sac­
rifice and devotion of the Yishuv, 
its strength prev il d. Today, 
with old controversies finally 
ended, the collection, Vision and 
Victory, fittingly mirrors ix em­
pestuous years during which the 
Jewish people was fortunate be­
yond measure in its leadership. 
It has been said that style makes 
the man. Here th style is the 
grand manner. 
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Abba Hillel Silver 1942-194 . The Zionist Organization of 
America, N w York, 1949 . 
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