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. Vision in Victory. A Collection |
of Addresses by Dr. Abba Hillel!
| Silver, 1942-48 (New York, The!
Zionist Organization of Am(n(d'
1949, 232 pp.) is a series of docu-|
ments of the political struggle in
this country for the re alization
‘of Zionism. Dr. Silver's addresses!
bring us back to the fateful vear,
of 1943 when we thought that
the “conspiracy” of silence” jp.
volved only two million Jewish
‘dead. His testimony at the Con-!
;gressiunal hearings of 1944 and!
(subsequent addresses, recall the
tmost questionable role of Frank. !
lin D. Roosevelt cun(ermng
Zionism and possibly also in the
rescue of the European Jews g
subject which only historical re-5
search will clear up. Included are!
also a number of addresses de-‘
livered before UN bodies and at!
Zionist and rabbinical conferen.|
ces. While most of the material
is now of historical interest, the
1948 address on Liberal Judamm’
and Israel is a must reading for|
anyone interested in the relatxon~,
ship between Israel and the dias- |
pora. Dr. Emanuel Neumann's
foreword is an evaluation of Sil-
ver’s role in the movement. We
wish that Harold Manson, who
has done a very fine job in sup.
{plying the historical introduc-
| tions to each statement had been!
;a bit more generous in adding
lexact dates. Jh Doy 7-17) Ty
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“Vision and Victory.
A Collection of Addresses.
Dr. A. H. Silver’s Latest Book.

t—By DR. S. MARGOSHES—

To read Vision and Victory, a
collection of addresses delivered
by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver between |
1942 and 1946, is to relive those|
stirring six years, which were so|
erucial to the Zionist Movement. |
And in reading this book one in-
evitably comes to the conclusion
that there was a man who was
always right. But for his vision
and his courage to act according
to his lights, and his ability to
persuade others that he saw and
acted correctly, the world might
now be a different place. The
events that have shaken the earth
might never have happened; cer-
tainly they would have happened
differently, with less happy re-
sults.

Dr. Emanuel Neumann is com-
pletely right when, in his splen-
didly worded, profoundly pene-
trating foreword, he describes
Dr. Silver’s line of Zionism as the
Zionist Revolution and Dr. Silver
himself as the architect of the
Zionist Revolution. That line,
that revolution, and the mind of
their architect are beautifully un-
folded in these speeches. The Sil-
ver theory of Zionist strategy is
built on two major ideas: First,
that America has now taken the
place of Britain as the key to the
solution of Zionist problems. Sec-
ond, that #Zionism in America
must find its strength in the sup-
port of the Jewish masses and
their Gentile friends rather than|
through personal influence with
this or that government official,
no matter how powerful. Again
and again through these speeches
there echoes the Biblical refrain
of Al tiftichu bindivim—Do not
put your trust in princes.

It was my good fortune to hear
most of these speeches. Together
with other listeners I was held
spellbound by the matchless art
of Dr. Silver’s oratory. In reading
them now one is struck once again|
by his eloquence and commandi
of the language. In purity of]
style as well as the power and
the profoundlty of his thought,|
Dr. Silver ranks with the oratom
of the great classic tradition. HIS\
literary gifts are equally evident |
in the speeches delivered before]
Jewish meetings and those at the|
United Nations. But the qualities‘|
that will make Dr. Silver live for |
centuries in the grateful memory |
of the Jewish people, are his clar-
ity of vision and the unswerving,
granite determination to realize
that vision on the sacred soil of
Israel.

Silver was among the first to
see that the British chapter in
the book of Jewish hopes and as-
pirations in respect to Palestine
had come to an end. And he was
among the very fiirst to see that
with the end of the second World
War, with the international situa-
tion still fluid, the time had come
to press for Jewish Statehood—
a time that might not return for
centuries, perhaps never. He was

the first to point out that if a’
compromise plan for a Jéwi.-;h[

State in a partitioned Palestine
were to have any value at all for

the Jews, the plan rhust originate

from a non-Jewish source—either
the British or the United Nations.
Finally, it was Dr. Silver who
was first to see that if we were
to have a Jewish State in our
time, it would have to be largely
through the mobilization of
American public opinion—which,
sooner or later, the Administra
tion (any Administration) i

Washington would be constrained
to follow. In all these theses tha
he put forward he was fully vin
dicated by history.

Vision and Victory is a verit
able bugle call, each speech an
other note in the stirring call to
battle. Sometimes the fight
against the internal adversary
the appeaser who accepts not half]

la loaf, but a crumb, which he

Wduld call half a loaf. Sometimes
the fight is against the enemy |
]fxum without, standing guard at
lthe gates of the Promised Land, |
so that no Jew hounded by HltIEL
might enter. Vision and Victory
is a prophetic book in the sense
that it foresaw coming events and
|sought to mobilize the spiritual
land material resources of thef
Jewish people all over the world|
and their friends and allies in
all democratic countries. Silver’'s
practical action always helped his
prophetic visions come true by
!shaping events in the image of
this ideal pattern and b ending|
|queu to his hight and noble pur-|
\poses. Vision and Victory is a|
lgreat book because what is great-
lest in Jewish life—the passionate
'longing of the Jewish people for
{freedom and a free land of their
lown — reverberates through it
’,with a mighty sound.

This book stands as a monum-
ent both to an epoch and to a
man—to the greatest epoch of all
times in Jewish history and to
one of the truly great Jews of
'that epoch. It should be read by
|every Jew who desires to both
junderstand and relive the most
stirring days in our contemporary
Jewish history.

Vision and Victory

A Collection of Addresses by

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER
1942—1948

The Zionist Organization of America.
New York, 1949, Pages 232. Price $2.50

Now obtainable at the Office
of THE DAY, 183 E. Broadway,
New York 2, N. Y.
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Dr. Silver’s “Vision and
Victory.”

A Fascinating Book.

The Story of Tempestuous
Years. RS

Eleazar Lipsky Speaks. '\/\‘]

-—-By DR. S. MARGOSHES-——
Guest Column by:
ELEAZAR LIPSKY
I.

In War and Peace there is
posed the recurring philosophic-
al problem of history—whether

men make or are made by events. |
{

As to Napolean’s role
Nineteenth Century, Tolstoy did
not doubt that no one man could;
account for twenty-five years of|
war in which millions of men|
crawled and fought and grap-
pled to their deaths across the|
continent of Europe. Only the]
will of God, he argued, could ac-
count for the turmoil in the ant]
heap.

One need not agree with the
conclusion to be persuaded by the
argument. The classical closing
chapter of that great novel makes
irresistible the point that even
Napolean could not out of his
own strength have instigated so
much. Still, historical events are
the result of forces in motion by
men. Which man is finally re-
sponsible for an end result can|
never be finally determined. On-
ly the closest scrutiny can reveal |
the source even of a dominant
influence. |

With this in ming, a study of a|
collection of addresses made by|
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver between
1942 and 1948, just published by
the Zionist Organization of
America under the title of Vision
And Victory is of particular sig- |
nificance in evaluating the enor- |
mous influence of their author on
the course of Zionist history and
in the establishment of the Jew-
ish State. A foreword by Dr.
Emanuel Neumann, Dr. Silver’s
valued colleague, and historical
notes by Harold P. Manson, his|
brilliant young associate in the
work of the American Zionist
Emergency Council are helpiul in
this regard.

Better than any formal narra-
tive, these addresses illustrate Dr.
Silver’s role in Jewish history
during six fateful years. During
this time, his personality domin-
ated the American Zionist scene.
He set in motion large political
forces. He shook the discussions
at the World Zionist Congress.
He prodded and pinched the
American Government. In the
end he had the pleasure of an-
nouncing to the United Nations
the establishment in Palestine of
the State of Israel, the culmina-
tion of fifty years of effort by
countless devoted Zionists and
the end of two millennia of mar-
tyrdom. These addresses faith-
fully show the furnishings of his

_l‘i;ws and Views
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significant smothering of that
topic in the annual message of
the President of the United|
States and of the Secretary of
the Interior. He denounced the
mockery of the Evian and Ber-
muda Conference and noted the|
continuance of the White Paper
of 1939, the failure to secure a

| Jewish army in Palestine, and

warned against pressing for par-
stine by the Jewish|
Agency. All these elements of
his speech were sounded like the|
theme for variations yet to come.
The speech made by Dr. Sil-
ver at the Hotel Commodore, at
a testimonial dinner given by the
American Zionist Policy Commit-
tee on March 21, 1945, struck the
first authentic note of his com-
manding position. It will be re-
called that Dr. Silver had as-
sumed the chairmanship of the
Emergency Council in August,
1943, at the direct request of Dr.
Chaim Weizmann. The massive
political efforts of the Emergency
Council will also be remembered
__the advertisements in: the
mewspapers, the barrage of letters
and telegrams on the Congress,
the securing of resolutions from |
state legislatures, the 1944 reso-|
utions of support from the Re-
bublican and Democratic nation- |
a] conventions in Chicago, .md1
bther similar strokes. All this led |
o the Resolution in Nu\ember,l
1944, in the Senate Foreign Re- |
ations Committee, which. was|
blocked by Secretary of State
Stettinius.A violent dispute in the
leadership led to Dr. Silver’s re-
signation from the Emergency
| Council, his subsequent re-elec-
‘tion as Chairman, and his elec-
'tion as President of the Zionist
'Organization of America.
| The immediate quarrel, of
‘course, was as to tactics,as so many
later disputes were to be, there
| never having been within Gener-
al Zionist ranks any serious is-
sue as to ultimate goals. In his
first speech as a member of a for-
mla opposition, Dr. Silver might}
have dwelt on the tactical ques-|
tion. Instead, he widened the ar-|
gument. He pointed out that the]
problem of the attack on the|
Congress was illustrative of the
need for a wide program of}
strong pressure on many fronts.|
In this he had the general sup-
port.
(To be continued tomorrow)
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Dr. - Silver spoke broadly
against half-measures or partial
solutions. He rejected current
palliatives, such as rumors of
Arab concessions, temporary eas-
ing of the immigration barriers, |
talk of partition, of bi-national-
ism, and the like, He pointed out |
that the Jewish problem was a
world problem which the United
Nations would perforce deal with
and that temporizing with the
Arabs was a measure of govern-
mental treachery. He insisted. on
pressure on the State Department
and on Churchill and Roosevelt
through the organization of
strong public opinion. The goal|
was an nnmedldte majority in
Palestine to break the White Pa-
per of 1939 and to achieve the|
Jewish State directly after the|
war. i

With Dr. Silver’s victory at thef
Zionist Convention, the struggle
continued on two fronts, the un-
fortunate internal controversy
which proved in the end unne-
cessary and futile, and the ex-|
ternal fight which luckily proved |
triumphant beyond all dreams.
The later speeches deal in turn
with both fronts.

Three speeches deal with the
internal quarrel: one made at the
49th Annual Convention of the|
Zionist Organization of America, |
and two made at the 22nd World |
Zionist Congress at Basle. In
those speeches, Dr. Silver treated
with characteristic vigor the ac-
tion of the Jewish Agency in
1946, in Paris, in proposing a
measure of partition, and with|
the action of Dr. Nahum Gold-
mann in conveying this proposal |
to President Truman. His dis-
sent has been frequently record-
ed and need not now be enlarged
upon. What may be appreciated |
is the style in which his protests|
against the prior course of action
were laid, the trenchant vigor,
the saturnine disdain, the bitter
anger against all opponents —
even to the point of emotional
hostility.

What finally made pointless the
internal Zionist struggle was the
folly of Bevin in referring the
matter to the United Nations ex-
pecting that there the alliance be-
tween the Foreign Office and the
State Department could quell the
obstreperous Zionists. Here Zion-
ist ranks were closed, and a
group of brilliant spokesmen for
the Movement presented a unit-
ed case for the establishment of
the Jewish State. A series of |
lucky blunders by the British
politicians brought us safely
through the Assembly and pre-
vented a reversal of that action
by the last minute panicked
manoevers of the enemies of
Zionism in the Security Council.

The UNSCOP majority report
on August 31, 1947, gave the
Zionist Actions Committee, then
in session at Zurich, an opportu-
nity to take a position acceptable |
to all Zionists other than the Re-
visionists and the MAPAM. The
proposal for the partition of Pal-
estine, having come from an au-
thoritative source, was finally
agreeable in principle to Dr. Sil-
ver, and he voted with the ma-
pority of the Actions Committee
to accept it. On October 2nd,
1947, he appeared before the Ad

/ -
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Hoc Committee to argue for the
UNSCOP recommendations.

His classic addresses before the
various United Nations bodies
are all set forth. Other leaders
joined him., Whatever the differ-
ences within the Zionist ranks,
they were suppressed in the
dominant needs of the moment.
Every ounce of courage and
strength was thrown into the to-
tal struggle. It was a great mo-
ment in his life, and in Jewish
history, when Dr. Silver was pri-
vileged to arise on May 14, 1948,
in Flushing Meadows, to an-
nounce to the world that the Jew-
ish State had come into being,

If this collection of speeches
i has any lesson it is that the quar-
rels of brothers mean less than
the ties between them. In the
end the entire leadership joined
on a set of principles which had
been enunciated in 1937, name-
ly, that the immediate establish-
ment of the Jewish State was es-
sential to the survival of the
Jewish people even at the sacri-
fice of territories. The bitter dis-
pute as to how to enunciate that
| principle without loss of strength
against the external foe finally
solved itself. The logic of the
'Royal Commission in 1937 proved,
'to be that of the UNSCOP in
{1947, A sacrifice was made bhut
!the Jewish State arose as a re-
isult.
| Among all the elements which
l went into the creation of the
State, these speeches illustrate
'the brilliant and relentless lea-
.dership of Dr. Silver, which
‘played a critical, if not indeed, a
{decisive role. His trumpet voice
aroused the American Jewish
{community.” Allied with the sac-
(rifice and devotion of the Yishuyv,
lits strength prevailed. Today,
iwith old controversies finally
ended, the collection, Vision and
Victory, fittingly mirrors six em-
pestuous years during which the
Jewish people was fortunate be-
yond measure in its leadership.
It has been said that style makes
the man. Here the style is the
grand manner,
|
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PANRT 0T LR IPPUYI IO W LKA APIPIONNIND AOTIVANT N3
LMP29PM WT IR IYWDIMT ¥OM
TP IOTN WIRT WT PR LI 1P OPIPI 07YND0 97
“X2 WT AR TR0 ANR SYOR 01 WLIPAYI IO R R PTIYY
D7IFNOC 9T 1D YIPY X IVORN IPIOT IWLIYN IR LANT IPVIRD
X RIY DT IPUIOIIND IR IPITYN LM IRIRP WA K OYIYN
T URYMNLWYIDNR Y ORI 1943 PR W 20T OYT IPSLIAYIIYT
TIRD D IONRTVEDIRD WT VAV A3IMN YOOLIYDY IWIRDTIPHX
TPAIE LRI LIPHUIREYT LMVO IWWIRPUIPAR WT YIvIM Lpaemw
SR IYRTPT OYT PR OLVIRID DRIWY PR WERIND WT PP 0O
TR OIPIRPIIWHR WT ND AMPEYIY WT M2 YIPI WO X IX
IVART ORM YAOIRT OT IPIPI LIPATIY W LRI LPIFIPDIRD WLOT
IWWITR DT DIFLOIOLNMMR IYINUEX IR IVITPVIIIRD LIRNYA
IRI W PUIEY WIRY R OCIRI PN PIRD WIAIRT WT IR LRRLY
PINT WWOLIORE IWITNYISK WT PR POVPRY VOO0V 0T M Oy
PPOIIAR IR IVPLIRE YTOLOORE YOOI MY 0T IYINNRVNY LRI
TIPOT PR ORI PIR IVAPN LPE IYIPTINRI R IYOILLIRIN
SV IPLOVITRE IWLMIRD X I YD Y LRI OYNINDURTE
ST LIPOLOIP W LRI TNEAANR IR TUIWADMMIRLMP
IX IYEIPE IR, TBRE IPOMOM 1D PUORE YUty yaUSTIYR
T 11D ANDSWIRD IWIRIPIMR WT IVIPI TIRLDYIPTN OYIYOR
MR PIYY T PR O.OMT IPORINOIRI WWOITR WT NS yWOW
TPWST AT LARIYS Y LRI 1946 X OYIARP IPWOLONTR DY
SHDTIRT YORIPIMIR OT IFEYR TIRLWIFTN PX IPANTA N,
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SIVPNR TIRVTIPTN WT N PVIRA
“HYE FLAIVRIRD 0T 11D POOPD T WD OYIYI 0/IN0 A7
1B PORIORIYTY IWWOIRVOONT T VO VINTIYYI TT LRI OXN WP
ST OIRD AW R OIDT OKODY PR PR A19M YUOTR R OIVERY
IYMHAIRD YN ORN AWIE YIIUOYIINEMNIX IR YOOI R K OF
PR PORE TOTR X IPIVOIPY BYN OF MM AIRT MR TYAWLYMIR
YRIRZ °T PIVTIONR IPWOORTY DIX IINIPYI R OPIYY YAUIRT 7
PUOLISRE D190 IWT IR ANON LAINREY FOVINORRNY  FATRIM
TN PR PORD ISWOTR 02 IPAWPYAIR TOT LRI OXN LANNIRDIWT
] IINPI PR OPTFI 0T LAPAYI IVART X LDINT YOGAYINR 1D
DRT OF N 0T IFAMIWYI IR T IPUIRAYI IPART I1X ;AT YOOI
TIPS LPOAYINTIE PWOIRVONT R IPNYA R WM 9T ROy
OYN IPAIPTIR WX K WIT PR PPN T 13 LIynss
PIPY IR LPRD X UIRD X IYINLEIRD FIWTIR PRIV K TN
“YYD PUIIBRIND 0T IRD IYLORAYA LRI YN0 97T ORN ¥
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“RUDYT PVOYIZ T N PIVTIVK WT PPN LYONMIRE RO N
TR OWT N UMIAPIWTM 0T D PUMX IR ND ANPORE WY
LOPTYY 0T DSRVIR OXN LTI D/AWNTD AT IR A5 WO
T ORN IR 1948 1IN 1942 ywom jFLUORAYI LRI Y O¥N
TPT PO ANDRY IWT X AXIMWMA WLOINWIM WT IWER PN
DMOR DORM IR PIVTIMR IVIVINT OYT BN LYOIR LaA9HN WWOITR
BN DX LTUDIRIKRD WINR R IWVPRD IPITIFAFY X WD WITM
TIPT IR IR DOYYT TN 0VYNDI0 AT — APIWIOM NI IWER X
PR BOPDYOURROY IWWITR RS DRIV IPWOIOPT OFT FARBRON]
TWT ND VWPV UM IYHRNE MWLPYBOFIYE 1PV X
DRI NRP WWOLIRIOZ WT WITIN AR PIPIOTLIFN WPIOMI
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b9 OTP OMIR VYW “NNXI PR PN, T ORT OTIPIPOT
YT BN IRPOLRRLY IWYITRR WO WT WNO 9T K WD
DRI W N DTIVPIPH NBR2 PR OY X2 R D LYRd ¥OrM
“R2 PITIR WITK IYANOPIMVIR PR IPWOIPAIWER IPIYIDNRIND
DX JYPIDIZATIR TT LR LRAYI IPART WD YUVOTR YOIAKS
9 LRI AANSR WT PR OTID W WX IR T AR LAWY
IR 5593 ML PR OCTIRDAIY NB YIRT 0T IR IIPIYIOINIRS
OXT IR 1IN I¥AYTIY POOIX IPORNINT LIN LIV IRV PR X
JYATIY O™ T UIRA VDRWHIMID WWITRTWIIAIY ND FYUOBRP
PWWIDNITE WT ND VIMYATHENT T IR IAPIPIAIOR TN LRI W
T OURT OT WM LIRTIRD NBIPIPN VPIPIIPANR T LIPIVIAD
“X2 TR DR IRUADWRN PP AR 20T JLIYT 0T WD 1¥NOYI
DOUOORE DO D WVIPX LENT IWPT PPN X LAWY

TYOLITPNYIIPONR IR DO IAPIPR P LRI CIRT X TR TR
9% WPULOLRE IYLOTR IVTYY DIPWRA L PR OEN LYPIRYD
YT DINT IPYOLIORE 1B UIPROWIM FTIPTOVVIR T 1AYTIPT DRA
=YY WIR WT ANK WIATD IBYITR OYIYS WIR YT ND OWYHIMK
JRP AP WIRPOIWAR WT PR LMPIIUIPIIPE PO
MR NUPIVIXY IWINVOI% R M2 UMIRI IPWEN R IYART PEO 92
197IR0ODMY VIPTIIFIE AMK DITEIMR OY/OMTIRII IPUIOT LRI SWRT
TWT D ANTVYVIPLIR IWIRPTIPER WT ANKR AP X DRAYI
TR IVIWNTI ITAVIPIONIR TR R OT WPTOR POIRNOPYT MDIN2
SR PR PR DOWIPT YDA OYT 1D AL JUWIY T IR
WBOIYD YIOUT PR OHBINR IPYIITIVIINR W T IYIRYIND YA
“XIOIUIPTINRD R OLRAY: WT IPART ONMIAX MAR YIPINIR —
ANK LTEIPEYI IND BOXILRI YN0 AT BRI — nubThw D en
=M 9T 1D UM DR PINT IYWOLIORE AR NI R T IVIRIIRD
PWITIR"DO YIPT 11D OX IPI2 FYITR 0T 1B OX JYORD YO
POOMEIRE UMM K VM WPAR PR IXIPT LTI PR 0B
12 IPIYIN LM LRIRER WIWDOL IPLOYE K IR PORRPIRIW
ANYIYADMRIRD I BO3 YOR OXT DRI WNPC T w0 DX 1Y

*) Vision and Victory: A Collection of Addresses by Dr.
Abba Hillel Silver 1942-1948. The Zionist Organization of
America, New York, 1949.
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