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vanuvary 27, 1756

Nr, Solomon Zeitlin .
Dropeie Collage

F'road & York Streets .
Philadelphia 32, Fa, .

Tear Nr, 7eitling

I thonght vyou might be intarested 4o locw that T simed a contract
with The 'aoaillan Compary for the b Moatinn ~f ny dbogk in
Septemhar, Ther seem ta he very happy about sublishing 14,
I will orobably have salley »roofs somn time - liarch,
then truble you %0 loolr over the mamasoerdpt in tvpe and see

whether everything is in order, T M4 quite 8 bib of peviato
and tightened the nmamaseript wp congideravly,

-

[}
b

I hope that you are well and with wermest regarde and all pood
wishes I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




April 23, 1956

Dr., Solomon Zeitlin
Drake Hotel
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear Tp, Zeitlin:

I am enclosing herewith the first batch of galley proofs of my
book. The others will be forthcoming during the week,

When you are through reading this ¥atch please return the proofs
to me in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

I deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness and your ready helpfulness,
With warmest regards I remain

Mpst cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER

AHS:8]
Ar MaileSp,Del,
encl.




e S0lomon Zeitlin
rake Hotel
Fhiladelohia, Pa,

My dear DNr, Zeitlin

I am enclosing herewith the seeond tateh of mllev nroofs
which T have received.

I have not yet received the notes from the nrinter. As
soon as I get them I will send them to vou,

With warmest regurds and all good wishes, I rerain

Very cordially vours,

ABBA HILLEL SiLVE!




Dr. Solomon Zedtlin
Drake Hotel
Fhiladelphia, Pn,

My dear Tr, “eitlin:

I am sepdine von the reraipine palley proofs including the notes,

I am deeply greteful to vou for the wonderful o iglatarce wiich
you have given ne,

With wernest regards, T remaip

Jost cordially yours,

ABBA HILIEL SILVIR




THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

Published by

The Dropsie College for Hebrew and Cognate Learning
S. E. Corner Broad and York Streets
Philadelphia

Editors:

ABRAHAM A. NEUMAN
SOLOMON ZEITLIN May 7, 1956

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Clevel=and, Ohio

Desr Dr, Silver:

I am returning herewith 61 gelleys of vour excellent book
which I re~d with grent pleasure; the rest I shell send you
shortly., It 1s stimuleting, original md many parts sre pro-
vocative. You did an excellent job ~nd I am sure the book
will have a lasting influence on our people, and that it will
be read and discussed,

Herewith I am enclosing some rem-rks:

L/// Galley 5. There wss no Jewish disapora during the time
o)

f the FIrst Temrle: as a matter of fact, the Jews who left
thelr homelend and so-journed in a foreign country, had to
worshlip the gods of the 1md to which they had so-journed, The
first Jewlish dlaspora started with the conquest of the Ten
Tribes,

9. The ouotes s ould be deleted since the ocuotostion is
not direet from I Maccabeel,

18, Concerning lex tolionis, plesse compare my ~rticle

Sij_ﬂﬁr "The Pharisees and the Gospels, "

/ 1, Gemeliel, te son of Judeh, bore the title Rabbil and

not Rabbsn, The title Rabban was sbolished at the Academy of

30-A You will st=téd, "The Haberim were the more exacting
ewsS." ..o Your statement, "All those who did not join the
Haburot, whether priests or lsymen, were known as Ame Ho-Arez,"
mayv be ruestioned, The term Ame Hr-Arez 1n e=rly tannalitic
literature, i,e,, during the Second Commonwerlth, referred to
ffrmers, Cf. my srticle JOR, 1932,

35-A The Apoc-lypse of Baruch was composed the first pert
of the second century,




e Y If 2 member of the Court openly onnosed sn injunction
‘'promulgated by the Court, he wns considered a Rebellious Elder:
Lowever, if a Pentsteuchal injunction were oprosed, he was not con-
sldered a Rebellious Elder, The reason for this distinetion is
the sages saw no menace to Juderism and to their authority if a
member of the Court opmosed a Pentateuchal law, Thev did see,
however, gre~t dsnger to Judaism and their institutions if one
of their members openly onnosed the laws promulgated by them,

For this resson they excommunicated Eliezer ben Hyrcanus and
Akabiah bén Mshalalel., For the sosme res:on an attempt had been
) made to ex-communicate R, Meir.

W, he last parsgraph wnieh begins, "Some rabbis," 1is
ambi guous,

' LS-A The book of Ezeklel was never in d=nger of being ex-
cluded from the Canon, The sapges wrnted to withdraw this book
from publiec usage, from the schools snd synagogues., You may com-
pare my essay, "A Historical Study of the Comonization of the
Hebrew Scriptures,” 1933,

Wk~ The Second Esdras was compiled some time in the early
part of the second century, C,E, See JOR 1947; 1950,

7. There were never seven types of Tharisees., The w'ole
dea that the Pharisees were divided into seven cnategories I think
was orlginated by Schurer snd wss rerneénted by Moore, Klsusner =nd
Lieberman, etec,

The word Perushim in the Talmud Sotah hass the connotsa-

tion of separistf C,F, JOR, Jan, 1953, p., 299,
Kindest personal]l regards,

Most cordizlly,

— - %
;




re Solomon Zeitlin
Preke Hptel
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear Dr, Zeitlin:

Rabbi Silver's schedule has kept him away from his study today and
he has asked me to acknowledge receipt of the galley proofs which

arrived today and particularly to thank you for your kindness 4n
returning them so promptly,.

For yvour convenience 17 am enclosing a self-addressed stamped
envelope which you can use for mailing the balance of the sheets,

Sincerely,

Miss Scphia Levine
Secretary to Dy, Silver




Mr, Maurice Bisgyer
B'nai B'rith

1003 K, Street, N,W,
Washington, Didi

My dear Morris:

I was very happy to have had the opportundty of speaking to you
this morning.

The book to which I referred, and which 'r, Klutsnick probably
had in mind when he introduced me at the cornerstone-laying, will
be published in September by The Macmillan Company, Its title will

be "WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED == An Inquiry into the Distinctiveness
of Judaism,"

It 1s a work upon which I have spent three or four years and is, I
believe, the kind of a book which will serve the cause of Judaism,
It was written with an eye for the intellectual lay reader both Jew
and non-Jew, The emphasis is placed squarely upon its unique and
revolutionary message of unity, freedom and compassion., Here is
the brief description of the book which has been issued as advanoce
notice by The Maomillan Company:

"Here is a lively and well-written acocount of the -
mainstream of Judaism, The emphasis is placed squarely
upon its unique and revolutionary message of Unity, freedom,
and com on, The reader is given a clear perspective of
the entire sweep of Judaism as a religious humanism=—always
aware of and actively responsive to the best elements in
the culture of its day, but never willing to compromise
its faith in one God==Yahweh, nor its standard of morality.
Its Aith and humanitarianism come into sharper focus as the
author portrays the contrasts between its core of faith and
practice with other religlons in the course of History.

The moral tone of Judaism is sharply sounded as the
reader encounters its prophetic message, its resistance to
idolatry, and its humanitarian policies in action,"




Mr, Maurice Bisgyer
B'nai B'rith
Washington, D.C.

Making due allowance for the pride of authorship I believe the
B'nai B'rith would render a fine service to the cause, not only of
adult Jewish education in which it is so much interested, but to
the cause of spreading a knowledge of Judaism among our non-Jewish
fellow citizens, if it would place this book widely = in colleges,
universities, public libraries and of course in its Hillel Founda
tions., Perhaps through its publications B'nai R'rith would be
interested in bringing the book prominently to the attention of
its lodges and its membership,

I am happy that you will discuss this matter with Mr. Klutsnick
to whom please convey my warmest regards,

With all good wishes I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




\
copy original sent to Guy Bromn Macmillan

May 22, 1956
dictated but not read

Rabbi Apbba Hillel Silver

Dear Rabbi:

As 1 called my office this morning from the Concord Hotel,

T was informed of your letter of May 21, I was just about to
dictate a letter to you over the telephone to the effect

that T had a few moments with President Klutznick upon his
arrival and before his address here, to discuss your book
with him,

Inasmuch as I wish to get the various heads of our B'nai B'rith
agencies interested, would it be possible for us to

get a galley proof or some copy of the book before publication?
We shall be glad to assume any expense cornected with this
request, It is my op nion that the book will arouse wide=
spread interest.,

With warm personal regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

Zs/ Maurice Bisgyer
Executive Vice Pres,

B'Nai B'rith
1003 K S¢,. NW., Wash D.Cs




THE JEWISH PUBLICATION AMERICA

A NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION DEVOTED TO JEWISH CULTURE AR ESTABLISHED IN 1888

222 N. FIFTEENTH STREET * PHILADELPHIA 2 - PA. * LOcust 7-4218

May 31, 1956

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th St. at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I suppose by this time you have been informed by the people
at Macmillan that we offered to take an edition of your
proposed book on Judaism. We have not yet heard what their
final decision is. I hope that you urge them to cooperate
with us.

But this is not the occasion for my writing to you, I should
like to call your attention to a note in the galleys which
is not sufficiently clear. One of my readers of the galleys,
Professor 4, Leo Levin, of the University of Pemnsylvania Law
School == a very learned young man and a leader in the
Misrachli == read the galleys and was very much impressed with
the booke. Characteristically he also looked at footnotes and
he called my attention to the fact that footnote 38, in
Chapter VI, cannot be correct. The footnote refers to the
YaD, Hilkhot Melakhim, paragraph 77 I searched for the
reference and could not find it either. It turns out that
your reference should have read "paragraph 11" and that

the original statement to which your text refers is not to
be found in the ordinary editions, but is to be found in

the first edition, subsequent to which it was, in all likeli-
hood, removed for censoring pulgssés. The passage imvolves
Maimonides' attitulle towards Christianity as a preparatory
stage for Judaism,

With persomal greetings.
rdially yours,

SGiek Solomon Grayzel
L
OFFICERS
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B'NAI B'RITH

Office of the Presidant
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK

el
ol AWH PLaza ,
PARK FOREST, iLLINOIG JU’.I]E 1_, 195'

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 1056th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 8, Ohio

My dear friend:

I have been in touch with Maurice Bisgyer relative to the forthcoming publi-
cation of your book. I have heard from other and impartial sources who have
had an opportunity to see the manuscript, that the book does real credit to
your stature in the rabbinate and the community.

There is no question but what this book will be brought to the attention of our
Lodges and Chapters, Study Groups and Youth Groups. At the same time,
Maurice is exploring with others of our departments the possibility of more

J extended circulation and direct purchase.

For myself, I maintain a list of twenty people whom I am trying to wean back
into greater activity, and I want to send the book to them as soon as it is pub-
lished. When you're in touch with your publishing company, you might tell
them that they have an order from me for twenty, and they can bill me directly
for it.

You will hear further from us in this regard as our plans develop.
With warmest personal regards, Iam
Cordially,

Philip M. Klutznick

al
cc: Mr. Maurice Bisgyer




Dr, Soclomon Cravyzel

The Jewish Publication “coiesty of Amerieca
222 N, Fifteenth Street

Fhiladelnhla 2, 'a.

Vv dear w, Crayzel:s

let me thark you for vour very kind letter of May 3lst, I am
rleared 4o learn that "he Jewieh Publication Sceiety has offered

to take an edition of my bouk from the Yacmillan pocple

(" L | Al -u -

Ef I-i\-’ il COleEgQU i IR |

L= 3= A

ny gailey orocls «— 2 orinter's error s« 77 shwould :
shall add to the pose proofs, when T get them, the fact iLh4a
an gquoting frowm Lhe ome edition of ¢ 1400 where it cppeers
uncensored,

With all good wishes I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABPA HILLEL SILVER




¥re. Philir ¥, Klntznick
Iped ¥'rith

1 - -
JJ rFlaza

ire rores ]
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EXECUTIVE S-BRBS

June 5, 1956

Rabbi Abba Hlllel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I have been 1n touch with the various departments
of B'nal B'rith concerning your forthcoming book,
"WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED--An Inquiry into the Dis-
tinctiveness of Judalsm." The Anti-Defamation League
of B'nal B'rith appears to be more interested in this
publication than any other department.

In order that you will not be personally bothered

about this, would you give me the name of the individual
at the Macmillan Company who is handling this matter, so

that the A.D.L. representative and I may contact him
from time to time.

Please be assured of our deep interest.

Sincerely, —
,ézf'ﬁiﬂﬂq,;h.‘4i§£4;;?”“*
esident

ecutive Vice

MB:el

f.5. P hive mmesaos B[l oy

SUPREME LODGE TRIENNIAL CONVENTION

-~from May 5th through May 9th, 1956




Mr, Maurice Bisgyer
P'aail R'rith

1003 K Street, V.V,
Yashington,; M.,

My dear friend:

Thank vou for your letter of June S,

The ‘ndvidual wh is hendline Y honk Bt
i_! ", mn 1. ' " "
the natter of

His tele
Macmilluy

Fith w2reest 1

Cordially yours,

ABEA HILLEL STTW




Yy S

Edna Blum June 19, 1956

Harold P, Manson

1.

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver has written @ very important book, entitled
"Where Judaism Differed,” which is being published by Macmillan and
which will make its appearance this fall., This work, the proofs of
which I have read, is a major contribution to the contemporary
literature on Judaism,

Needless to say, Zionists throughout the country should be especially
interested in a major work by Dr, Silver afdd I take it for granted that
the ZOA Book Shopf will go all out in publicizing the work and in
promoting its sale,

In order not to lose time I suggest that you get im touch with Mr, Guy
Brown at the Macmillan Co., and indiecate to him the speeial interest
which the ZDA Book Department has in this work, so that you will be in
a position to ohtain appropriate promotional material for your mailings,
to be sent out prior to the book's appearance,

I am sure that you will make it eclear to Mr, Brown that your Department
is anxious to take advantage of every opportunity and method to promote
this bﬂﬂko

I would also like to have your opinion on the Jewish PDook Guild, or any
other respectable Jewish book clubs that may be in the field, in connection
with Dr, Silver's book. Would the selection nf the book by any of them
have positive value or be of eonsequence? If so, which is the bhest; who

is in charge; and how are the selections made?

I would be grateful if you were to keep me posted on all of the above,

Warmest regards.




Mr, Louis Broido
Gimbel Bros.
Broadway % 33rd
Mew York » New York

¥y dear Friend:

I am writing you in behalf of a book == my own = which the
Macmillan Company will publish early next month, It is called
VIHERE JUDAISK UIFFERED: An Inquiry Into The Distinctiveness of
Judaism”,

T thint 1% Ze o rood book, aimed at enlightening modern Jews on

the esseniial roral and spiritval ideals of Judaism and the revo-
tionary conbribution which it made to mankind, Those who have
aeen the ralley proofs of the ook have liked it very much, The
Jewish Publication Society has ordered a Special idition for its

menhers,

[ womld 1ike to see the book receive the widest distribution among
Imwn and non=Jws, T am wondering whether it 4is 2 nractice with
the Timbel Sres, to arrasnpe for "Avnthors? Dava? or *futc rarh
artiest at whieh tinme could appear to sciogrann copies of “he
book, Sunh an "Antorranh Party" has been arranced by the Halle
fres, Company in Cleveland,

I am inclined %o helieve that there would be econsiderable interast
showm in sueh an avent by mary of our co-relirionists in New York
Citv, [However, T am not at all acguainted with the correct pro=
cedure in such matters, I should appreciate very much heariag
from vou,

With warmest regards and all good wishes, T remain

Most cordially vours,

ABBEA HIILEL SIiLVER

AHS 18]
please forward




Mr. Maurice ‘Biagynr
B'ngi B'rith

1003 K Street, i,W,
Washington, D, C,

Iy dear 'purice:

“he Macmlillan Cozpany has announced the first week in September as
vie diate of publication of my book WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED,

You wrote me on June 5 that the Anti-Defamation league appears to
be very mmch interested in the book, 7T an wondering what arrange-
ments it has mude to asgist in ite distribution,

L am inclined to believe that the boolr mirht be heln™ to Jwrish
gtudents in the varvious Hillel Fonnvintions on 4he carmser of onr
counw’y and in the principal college and university libraries,

should be hapny Lo hear Cfrem vou in this rerard,

With waruest good wishes I rewmain,

Very cordiallv yours,

ABBA HILIEL STLVER
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EXECUTIVE 3-azesa

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105 Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Mr. Bisgyer is out of the city on B'nai B'rith business
at the present time.

Your letter of August 3 regarding your book WHERE JUDAISM
DIFFERED will be brought to his attention immediately
upon Mr. Bisgyer's return to the office,
With kindest regards,

Sincerely,

.4#- ¢ ( :
= Lt tg A= e LA _GE_ AT -

Hannah Sinauer
Secretary to Mr. Bisgyer
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EXECUTIVE 3-saas

August 24, 1956

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple
East 105th Street at Ansel Road

Cleveland 6, Ohio
Dear Rabbi Silver:

We have been contacting the various offices of B'nai
B'rith in order to obtain their orders for your book. This
has taken us a little time, but the delay is unavoidable.

We hope to submit the order soon.

With all good wishes for a Happy New Year to you
and your family.

Sincerely,

)

d E/xecutive Vice Preg/jdent

i’
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Harold Manson & > i A tHniFﬁ "8/31/56 -

From: FEdna Rloom

To recapitulate our conversation of the nther day -=-

Several veeks ago I spoke to Mr, Thomas Coffey of "acmillan (in the
absence of Mr, Guy Brown) regarding our villingness to “go all out" on
Dr, Silver's new book, lle agreed to supply us with a quantity of imprinted
circulars and that he would keep in touch with me. I told him that we could
use up to 13,000 circulars -- he would decide on quantity, he said,

A few days ago I spoke to Mr. Brown himself, asked him vhen books would
he ready, exact date of publication, pricp. ete, MYe tnld me that finished
books would be ready in a ew days, but inasmuch as the price nf the hook
had not as yet bheen set, complete jackets would not be ready. !ence, hooks
would not he mailed until finished jackets came off{ press -- and that, he
hoped, would be shortly, I also told ¥r, Brown that Mr, Coffey promised us
imprinted circulars: he said he would cheeck into the matter.

It nccurred to me that it miaght be an idea to have some sort of an
autographing session for Dr, Silver at the Convention in Washington =-- providing
complete books are available,

Inasmuch as I am leaving for vacation, I will not be able to follow
through on this matter. Would you be gonod enough to check with Dr, Silver ahout
ny “autographing” idea and let Frances Solomon know ahout it. She, in turn,
will see to it that the necessary quantity of WHERE JULARRN DIFILERED will be
on lhand in vashington,

Also -- if you and Sid think it advisable -- we might send out some L//,
publicity material on Dr, Silver's new book,

Kind regards,




Septemver 7, 1956

V¥r. Harold Manson

Zionist Crpanization of 'merica
1S Fast 32nd Strect

New T-rk 16, Vew York

¥y dear larold:
A Happy 'ew Year,

I hope that you had a pleasant vacation and that you put it to
good use in working on vour book.

FHERE JUDATSY DTFYFRED is being issued this week, T have not yet
seen & copy Mul it will probably be here ftomorrow or early next
week,

T imagine that review covies have been sent, 7 do not knmow who
will review the took for the ¥ew York ™mes., Irou vhat vou mrote
me some time aro there is the likelihood that Yarvin lowenthal
will review the book for the Yew York Tribune,

The Maceillan Company will be in touch with your office and as
soon as the circulars ard jackets are ready they will send them
to you,

As far as an autograph party at the Z.0.A., Convertion is concerned ==
I do not know whether that is quite protocol. 1 do not wish to ex-
ploit the situation for my book. If the book i for sule a2t the
Convention I am sure that people will be able to reach me at tha
Convention for an autograpih. The suggestiion that the office send

out some publicity material on the book seems to be a good one,

With warmest rerards and all good wishes I remain

fost cordially yours,

ABBA HILIEL SILVER




Jiffy ilg. Cos.
Hillside, lew Jersey

Gentlemens

Please be good enough to quote me a mwice on 100 Jiffy Raes
for mailing a group of books that are 8§=1/2 X 5=3/) and
amout 1= 1}1." in depth.

I would like aiso to know how soon I may expect to recelive
them after the order has been forwarded,

Your kind and prompt reply will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Niss Sonhia levine
Secretary to Dr, Silver
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Septenmber 2L, 1956

¥r. Irving Siegel

Mew York Times

229 Vest lLiird Street
New York City, lew York

Ky dear Trvirg:

I am happy to sead you this volume. T rm under the impression
that the Yew York Times might be interested in reviewing it.
Ferhaps they have made arrangements to dc so already,

It was nice to have seen you in Tashington,

Yost cordially vours,
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Rabbi ‘bba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Chio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I just saw a copy of our edition of your WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED.

I wholeheartedly congratulate you upon its appearance. Ewer since
I first saw it I have been convinced that it is an excellent book
which will prove very useful. I just spoke to Louls Levinthal
and he, too, having seen a copy, is delighted with it.

Now on Hoshan'ah Rabba I want to wish you a year of good health
and mach happiness and many more such good books to follow this one.

Sincerely yours,

i
— ——

P":/{AM’.* },i'r—-“'j"i? j i

Solomon Grayzel *
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H S MEsHORER
TARS BROADWAY
CLEVELAND 0, OHIO

September 27, 1956

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

East 105th & Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I want you to know how much I am enjoying your
book, "Where Judiaism Differed".

It is an oracle of esteem written honestly and
sensibly and of great benefaction to your readers.
It reveals hallowed hands on the ark or altar with

a zeal for the welfare of our race. It is dear in

a measure in which you reveal the inner workings

of your soul, and feel you honestly write what you
see in your heart and contrive to reach other hearts.

Birdie and myself feel privileged that you have
personally autographed your book to us,

Very sincerely,

ﬁ_l -é (BT 2

Herman Meshorer




Septerber 28,1956

Dr. Sclomon Zeitlin
rake Hotel
Philadelphia, Pa,

¥r dear "r. 7eitling

% was thoughtful of you to phone me the other evening about
mv book,

I arm very much pleased with the appearance of the book, The
VYacmillan Company 4°d rell by it,

I am beginning to get reactions from readers and I feel that
the bock will be well received ard will prove gseful,

¥ith reference to sugpestions for a reviewer for the Jewish
Cuarterly, the name of Dr. levy A, Clan, Rabbi of Temple Emanuel
of Nellas, Texas has occurred to me. WYe i: & thoughtful student
of philosophy and of Jewish theology and writes well, If any
other names occur to me T will be very glad to communicate with
Jolle

Fith warmest regards and looking forward with pleasurs to seeing
you before long, I remain

Most cordially vouras,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




September 28, 1956

¥r, H, S. Meshorer
7835 Troadway

Cleveland S, Ohio
¥y dear Herman:

Tt was indeed very thouphtfnl of you to write to me about
nv booke 1 am delirhted that you enjoyed reading it.

T am beginming to get the reactions of the early readers of
the book 2nd they are verv hearteninr, 7T believe the book
will be well received,

With warmest regrds to you and Pirdie, T remein

kost cordially yours,

ABEA HILLEL SILVER




BERTRAM J. KROHNGOLD
3319 ST. CLAIR AVEMUE, N.W

CLEVELAND.OHIO
September 28, 1956

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
19810 Shaker Boulevard
Shaker Heights 22, Ohio

My Dear Rabbi:

Both Connie and I were tremendously thrilled yesterday

to receive a copy of your new book "Where Judaism Differed”.
1 know we shall both enjoy very much reading your latest
work. I also want you to know that we were both very much
delighted and pleased with the very beautiful thought
enbodied in your autograph. We shall prize this volume
highly.

We do greatly appreciate your kindness and thoughtfulness.

With fondest regards to Virginia and yourself, and again
many many thanks.

Cordially,

BJKs JGR




Dr. Solomon Crayzel

The Jewish Publication Scelety of America
222 ¥, Fifteenth Ctreet

Fhiladelphia 2, Fa,

¥v desar v, Oray:els

I am pleased to learn that you liked the appearance of my
boock., T too was pleased with it. The Macmillan people did
vell by it,

I ar beginning to pet reazctions from the early readers of
the book 2nd 1 am heartened by their reactions., T believe

that the book will be well received,

"™ th warmest repards sand best wishee T remain

¥oet cordially vours,

ABFA HILLEl. SILVER
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RABE|I LEON |. FEUER, D.D.

23385 CoLuncwooD BLvD.

ToLEpo 10, OHIO
October 3, 1956

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Rabbi:

Hortense and I appreciate your thought-
fulness in sending us a copy of your new
book,

It looks exciting and really looking
forward to reading it. It is also possible

that I may get a few good sermons out of it.

It was nice seeing you and wonderful hearing
you in Washington,

Our love to the family and yourself.

As ever,

]
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Rabbi A. H. Silver

The Temple

Ansel Road and East 105th Street
Cleveland 6, Ohio

My dear Rabbi:

Sylvia and T appreciate greatly the copy of your recent
book. Although so far I have read only the first two
chapters, I have been greatly impressed and I am looking
forward with deep interest to the reading of the remaining
chapters.

Again thanking you, T am

Sincerely yours,

p——
\l] =l ki

=










FHILIP SLOMOVITZ
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DR. HEMRY E. KAGAN
SINAI TEMPLE
MouNT VERNONM, N. Y.

OFFICE OF THE RaDBI

ODctober 9, 1956

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Cleveland

Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

I have just completed your excellent new boock which

T intend to use as a theme for one of my lectures this
season and for which I am deeply grateful to you and
your magnificent scholarship.

I enclose a paper which I delivered to the Central
Conference of American Rabbis Conference in 1953,
which supports the mein line of your argument from a
psychological point of view, with special reference
to the contemporary abuses of the term "Judeo-
Christian,”

I am sure there will be not only a second edition of
your book but many more editions of this fine book,
and it occurred to me that you mi_ht want to lnclude
this approach in your references.,

With warm personal greetings,

Very sincerely yours,

fﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ/

™

Dr, Henry 5, Kagan




Rabbi Samuel L. Silver
American Jadsism
838 Mifth yerme
New York 21, Yew Yark

Dear .am:

I mant 1o than's vou "or

about my new book an

It and enfoved i

I believe that the bock will meet a reed
American Jeve 2nd T hope that it wi il do

I assume that you will arrange to have 2 competent review of the
bock in Armerican Judaism.

With warm regards I remain

Most cordially soura,

ABEBA HILLEL SILViR




HErRBERT BAvARD SworPE
745 Fi1PrTH AVEXUE
NEew Yorx 22 MN.Y
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K you [or vour nele of CUctover
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R

ccurents, [ have no prepsred text,

1 assuwe that you will wish to have & competent review of ihe
book in the Jewish llews,

Fith warmest regards and all good wishes for the arrival of
your first grandchild, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABeA Hi LLEL SILVER




October 11, 1556

I're Henry E., hapan
Sinal Temrle
Mcurt Yernon, lew York

¥y dear Henry:

I‘ k|

Thank you for vour kind letter and for your commenis about my new

bl:“l "

I am eapecially mrataeful to you {or sen

your vaper whi voil e vere] before the
American Rabbis on the psyechelczical poind

I shell read it with a mreat deal of pleasure
I nope that

second editi

reference 10 it,

¥ith warmest FETOS 1 & : od wishc Sy 1

wost cordiasl

ABBA HILLII ETLVER
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October 18, 1054

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio
Dear Abba:
I have received a copy of your new book and I

cannot tell you how touched I was by the beautiful in.

scription.

I look forward to reading it, and I know that

I shall find it interesting as well as profitable.
I like the dedication to Virginia and the boys.
With all good wishes, I am,
As ever,

dr%%ﬁt}f<;4_

Jacob R, Marcus




Temple Beth-El

2179 HIGHLAND AVENUE

BIRMINGHAM 5, ALA.
DR. ABRAHAM J. MESCH
RABBI

October

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Ansel Road and 105th S5t.,

-

2leveland, Ohio,
Dear Dr. Silver:

I deeply apprecia your sending me an auto-
graphed cop i 2w book "Where Judaism
Differed! f. i his is the busy season
for me, I manage read several chapters
in the book and found them most interesting
and stimulating. It is remarkable that a man
as busy as you are can find time and the op-
portunities for concentrated research to
produce such a detailed study of a ul:'lﬁult
subject. The documentation alone repres
time consuming effort. I am 51r£
continue to read it and re-read it
est

Again th ‘h'lr
s. Silver,

ith kindest reg:
an, 1 remain

sordia

(A

ltabbi
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Cleveland 6, Ohio
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October 22, 1956.

Rabbl Abbe Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Chio.

Dear Rabbi Silver:

It was most thoughtful of you to send me a copy of your new
book. I've read several chepters already, and the coatent is
fascinating reading. You have made a real contribution to the laymen's
appreciation of the basic philosophy of Judaism., You should do more of
this kind of writing. I hope that you will fiand the time to devote to
more literary afforts.

Danny'e visit to Toledo created another pleasant link in the
Cleveland-Toledo chain. He delivered an interesting talk, and the women
were delighted with his presentation, leom and I also enjoyed meeting
his wife, who is a most charming and grecious person, We know they will
mkke a wonderful 1life together.

Our kids are adjusting themselves to Toledo beautifully., Ronny
ie happy in his new work, and doing splendidly. They esre snticipatiog
a "blessed event™ sometime mround the end of Februsry, and it will
seem strenge to be called "grandpa"! Life ig so different with our
children so newr us. Leora is in her glory with her new daughter,

As for myseli, am happy to report that I am well on the road to
an almost complete recoverye I had a little set-bgck in September, but
got over it within a week or so, with no hamful gftar-effects. Am
putting in a full dey at the office, which is the pest indication +hat
I em makiag good progress.

Leora and our children joib in seading you, Virginia and your
family our very fondest love and regards, with the hope that the coming
year and years will bring good health and joy to you all,

Devotedly,




October 2, 1956

Wr, Spencer ', Trwin

The Clavelend Plain Dealer
1601 Superior Avenue

Cleve land ]11, Chio

¥y dear Friend:

1 read with much interest end arprecintion your review of mv hook
in Sundlay's Plain Desler and T want to thank you for the nice

things which vou say akout it,

T hope ! will have the nleasure cf seecine vom before lone and
thank vou in nerson,

¥ th warmest regards, 1 remain

&
Yost cordiaMy yours,

AEBA HILLEL SILVER
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October 25, 1956

Miss Sophia Levine

Secretary to Dr. Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Miss levine:
This will acknowledge receipt of your note of October 23, 1956
in which you enclosed a glossy and biography of Dr. Abba Hillel
S:L'I."I.TEI‘ .
Thank you for your cooperation,

Sincerely yours,

!

Shirley Glick
Secretary to Mr. Zussman
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DR. OSCAR |. JANOWSKY, New York

DR. LOUIS L. KAPLAN, Baltimare

DR. MORDECAI M. EAPLAN, New York

REV. DR. MAX D, KLEIM, Philadelphis

REY. DR. BERTRAM W. KORN, Philadelphia
RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELD, New York

DR. A. LEO LEVIN, Philadelphia

REV. DR. FELIX A. LEVY, Chicago

REV. DR. JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN, Mew York
MARVIN LOWENTHAL, New York

DR. JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati

DR. RALPH MARCUS, Chicago

ALBERT MORDELL, Philadelphia

REV. DR. JULIAN MORGENSTERN, Cincinnati
DR. ABRAHAM A. NEUMAN, Philadelphia
DR. HARRY M. ORLINSKY, Brooklyn

DR. KOPPEL 5. PINSOMN, New York

REV. DR. DAVID de SOLA POOL, New York
DR. JOSEPH REIDER, Philadelphia

DR. ELLIS RIVEIN, Cincinnati

DR. ABRAM L. SACHAR, Waltham

DR. SAMUEL SANDMEL, Cincinnati

HARRY SCHNEIDERMAMN, New York

J. SOLIS-COHEN, JR., Philadelphia

DR. EPHRAIM A. SPEISER, Philadelphia

DR. SHALOM SPIEGEL, New York

HARRY STARR, New Yerk

EDWIN WOLF, 2nd, Philadelphia

DR. HARRY A. WOLFSON, Cambridge




STATE OF NEW YORK—DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
GREAT MEADOW CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
COMSTOCK N. Y.

JOSEPH P. CONBOY
SUPERINTENDENT

October 31, 1956

RABBI KURT L. METZGER

Hebrew Chaplain
pre Abba Hillel Silver \—
o/o Jewish Publication Society
22 2 North 15th Street
Philadelphia 2, Pa.

My dear Dr, Silver:

AS you undoubtedly are aware, fair percentage of the people in our prisons are not the
t.}pical cartoonist type of criminal, but are young men and boys who have made a mistake
and are sincerely trying to serve their sentence and return to their families and loved
Ornes.,

The more intelligent of these men are conscious of the nescessity of their being informed
and ah@reast of the times so when Lhey are released=—even though it will be a span of years
hence--it will not find them entirely out of rapport. Ihﬂf also realoze one of the major
means open to them in accomplishing this goal is by reading and studying the better current
books,

Many of these people are avid readers of the book sections of the New York papers and pub=
lishers' advertisements, and repeatedly bring me clippings asking that 1 endeavor to obtain
for our shelf certain titles and authors; such is the case with your splendid book WHERE
JUDAISK DIFFERED. It is amazing to see the type and scope of their reading, and I dare say
that in perhaps no other strata of our society is there so much serious and recreational
reading done per capita, as in a prison such as this where so many have so much time to
while away and also have an innate desire to better themselvss,

I try to maintain a small library in my office from which these boys, Jew and Gentile alike,
may borrow outstanding and worthwhile books. In my efforts I am almust entirely dependent
upon the generosity and understanding of the author if I am to be able to bring them good
books. I hope that you will agree with me and allow the full value of such fine titles as
a great catalytic agent, under stresses of incarceration and other man made inner turmoils,
and that you will be able to give us your kind consideration.

1f you are able to forward a copy of WHERE JUDALSH DIFFERED, you may feel certain that your
kindness will be appreciatéd. I am aware that oftentimes an author does not derive the finane
cial disaster to send copies freely to all who might ask. However, under the circunstances

it is my hope that you can oblige us,

Thanking you in advance and with all good wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours,
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Bloch Fublishing Co.

INCORPORATED THE OLDEST AND LARGEST

"THE J SH BOOK CONGERN” JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE

IN THE UNITED STATES

ST CABLE - RADID ADDRESS
31 WEST 3' - STHEET ‘BLOCHBOOKS , NEW YORNK

NEW YORK I, N. Y.

November 1, 1356

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,

E. 106th St, & Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohlo

Dear Rabbl Silver: 'A;m;ﬂiﬂ

I take pleasure in enclosing herewith a
marked copy of the Fall-Winter issue of our Book
Bulletin,

It was a pleasure to have had the opportunity
to feature your new work, "Where Judaism Differed.”

Personally, I take pride for writing the material
in this Bulletin.

With kindest personal regards and warmest wishes,

Jﬁffjiﬁuﬂh{jJ¢J“ﬂh Sincerely yours,

{f)‘] e foa BLOCH PUBLISHING CO,
] 955

Solomon Kerstein
Vice President

I share in your 4// when I see in the Temple Bulletin
the name of your Assoclate Rabbi is your dear son,
Jerimy, This is really in every respect the realization
of continuity and reminds one of the significance of the
Biblical words — P

: [ 3pr BT [>/if




-

Mr., Solomon Kerstein, Vice=President
Bloch Publishing Company, Inc.

31 West 31lst Street

New York 1, New Vork

¥y dear Friend:

Thank vyon sc mach for »onr lovely note and for the marked cony of
the Pook Fulletin which vou sent me.

I am very prateful tec von for the fine notice which ynu have
to ny book,

I am deliphted to know that it is being well reeelved in all
parts of the country,

With warm regards and all pgood wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




WEBaTER £-6033

RABBI MOSHE M. MAGGAL

8412%:; WesT OLYyMpPIic BLVD.

Los ANGELES 48, CALIF.
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Solomon Kerstein

] llf‘ i
VICE-PRESIDENT Tt D
BLOCH PUBLISHING CO. jf@
"The Jewish Book Comcern™

31 WEST 31sT STREET -
NEW YORK ‘)L.-d"’ ¢ f(ju’z
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Rodef Sholom Synagogue
®ue Hundred Bactmoutl Abenue
Jolmstofon, Pennsplboania

Phone 6-3194

Nov.12,1956

Dr.Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Pr,Silver,

It has been a number of years since I
last availed myself of the pleasure of meetinz and chatting
With you...2s I would on my occasicnal visits to my netive
Cleveland, Nevertheless I have been receiving the Temple
Bulletins for quite some time,and I have been enjoyines them
and profiting from them as well.,

1 have been reading about yowr most current
book,Wherein Judaism Differed..(I hope I have the title
correctly given)and would 1like to secure a copy for my
own study and pulpit-review. I enclcse my check...and 1
would appreciate a word from you inscribed within, May I{

I trust this finds you and yours well,
and I hope I may drop in on my next visit,

Sincerely yours,

;) e - ’/ /’
SO 7
= Nwtha- 4,
Q 5

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA




November 13,1956

Rabb’ Furt 1., Yetzper

Hebrew Chaplain

Grezt Yleadoxw Torrecticonal ‘nstitution
fomstock, Yew Vork

Near Babhi Yetzmoer:

-

At rour ramest T am sandd

JUTATSN O PRENED,

Fith all cood wishes, peranit me

ABPA HILIE'!. STTVER

AHS 181
under separate cover,
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6501 GRAMADA BOULEVARD
CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA







VASSAR TEMPLE

RABBI JULIUS ROSENTHAL

POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK
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November 15, 1956

re Solomon Ferstein, Vice=FPresident
L..r‘r,'"j.‘ - l-r -u.g.rl‘ﬁt _p— —!TW

31 West 3lst Stre

-V v

‘Ilr'gg. O metag o -ﬂ-;p?:-;-.

Secretary to Dr.




November 15, 1856

Rabbl Hathaa Koliin
Podef Zholom Syns- ogue
100 Dartmcenin . venue

Johnatown, Permavivania

d LAt L convey Lo you his a

Ms8s Scphia Tevine
Secretary to ir,

.




Rabbi Julius Rosenthal
Vassar Temple

140 Hooker /‘verme
Poughkeepsie, New York

My dear Rabbi Rosenthal:

Permit me to thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing to me.
I am indeed happy that my book is being so well received through=

out the country,

I appreciate your suggestion about a long distance telephone
conversation between the two of us about my book, Were conditions
different and life more normal at this time I would be very happy
to do that, Put the pressure is so great on me at this time that
I am simply unable to devote time to the project which you suggest.

Should you review the book in your pulpit or in your community, I
would be very happy to receive a copy of it.

With warmest regards, I remain

Very cordially yours,




Rabbi Moshe M, Maggal
6412% West Olympic Blvd.
los Angeles L€, Calif,

My dear Rabbi Maggal:

Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness in writing tome, I
appreciate very much what you say about my new book. I am very
happy that it is being received so well everywhere.

With regard to what you say about placing this book in the
libraries, it might interest you to know that a distinguished
citisen of Ohio has placed it in every college and university

library and theological school in the State of Ohio, Perhaps

someone in lLos Angeles or some group would be interested in
doing the same thing in California.

With warmest regards, T remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




November 19, 1956

l-ir- I‘GUiS E' r:olf.m
6571 (ranada Foulevard
Coral Cables, Florida

Dear kr. Goldmans

Urcler separate cover I have today mailed to you an autographed
copy of Dr, Silver's new book WHERE JUDAISM DIFFELED,

Cost of vhe book is £L,50 plus 25¢ for mailing charges and it

would be appreciated if your check is made payable to The Temple
Women's Association,

Sincerely,

Miss Sophia levine
Secretary to Nr. Silver




THE TEMPLE
CONGREGATION OHABAI SHOLOM
MNASHYILLE 5, TENNESSEE

SENRY RABD] WILLIAM B. SILVERMAN, D. D. AENIDENCE

S015 HARDING ROAD ELLENDALE DRIVE

November 20, 1956

Rabbi

Cong.

E. 105th St.
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

As the enclosed bulletin indicates, T used your book last
Friday night for a sermon in observance of Jewish Book
Month. T want to take this ovportunity to tell you how much
T enjoyed the book, and how helpful T found it. Tt 1s a
remarkable volume that summarizes the essence of rabbinic
thoueht and touches uvon the very heart of definitive Jewish
experience.

Some time ago, T heard from Wr. Guy Brown, of MacMillan
Company, that you had written this book and that MaclMillan
was proing to publish tt. T have just written to Mr. Brown
thanking him for publishing it and making this available to
the Jewish and to the non-Jewish reader.

concrete evidence of my admiration for the book is in our
plan to use vour book as the basis for our Adult Jewish

Instead of articulating superlatives, I think that the most
|

Study next year. There is no question in my mind that the
members of our congregation who attend the course will find
it most profitable, spiritually enriching and extremely
helpful in every way. T am writing to you to say "Thank you"
for having written it.

With warmest personal regards and all good wishes for vour=-
self, Vrs, Silver and the children, T am

1ly,

wrS/1

P.3. Last October, T sent vou a copy of my book, "The Still
Small Voice - A 8tory of Jewish Ethics", and T was hoping

y s
that vou might write to me with your evaluation. The book




Rabbil Abba Hillel Silver

has been very successful in terms of sales,
its third edlition. However, at present, T am
gsecond volume which will deal with the ethics

i~

gopgue, prayverbook, festivals and holidays, Chas!

—

ature, Hebrew ethical wills, Jewish theology,
Tsrael, Christian-Jew!sh relationship,

Any constructive comments that wyou have
ereatly apnreciated.
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Touro Synagogue

8T. CHARLEE AVENUE AT GENERAL PERSHINGD
NEW ORLEANS 15, LA.

OFFICE OF THE RADBI

November 26 5 19 56

Secretary to Dr. Abba Hillel Eilver,
#& The Temple,

Ansel Hoad & E. 105th Street,
Cleveland,Chio.

Dear Friend:

Could you arrange for Rabbi Silver to autograph
three copies of his new book entitled "“wHEIE JUDAISM DIFFERED"
s

and send them to me.

You will have my check by return mail,
Thank you for your favor in advance.
Cordially yours,

&
F

o Sy,

- .
- .

RABBI IEO A. BEXGMAN .




The Temple

EAST 105TH STREET AT ANSEL ROAD

@leeland 5, Bhic

TELEPHOMNE: SWEETBRIAR 1-7758

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER ABBA HILLEL SILVER LED S. BAMBERGER
ASSOCIATE RABBI RABBI EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

November 30, 1956

Rabbi TLeo A. Bergman

Touro Synagogue

Ste Charles Ave. at General Pershing
New Orleans 15, la,

Dear Rabbi Bergman:

Under separate cover 1 have today forwarded to you three auto-
graphed copies of Dr. Silver's new book WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED,

Please be good enough to make your check payable to The Temple
Women's Association, who are graciously handling the sale of
the books throush The Temple., The cost of the book is £L.50
each, plus 25¢ each for mailing and handling,

,.--1
Thank you for your interest in Dr, Silver's book.

sinanpf] =7
L

M?s ophia Levine
Sdcregtary to Dr, Silver




Rabbi Teo A, Berpman

Touro Synaroue

“te Charles Ave, ai Ueneral Pershing
New Crleans 15, la.

Dear Rabbi. Bergmans

Undar separate cover I have today forwarded te vom +*~-r~p anto-
graphed copies of ''r. Sllver's now nook (dHiinE JUNRISM NTFFERED,

Please bte good ennugh bo zake your check payable to The Temmnls
Vomen's 2ssociation, a"‘:- are graciously handlin
the bocks througn "he ‘emple, The coust of the bo

14 1in

each, plus 25¢ each -'“m.' and H'*"‘!f“'l"l.""
Thank you for your interest in Dre Silver's books

2incerely,

Miss Sophia iLevine
Secretary v r, 5 lver
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CCAW

CENTRAL CONFERENCE/JAMERICAN RABBIS

ApranaMm . Kravswer, D. D,
Editor

Habbi Abba H. Silver

Cong. Tifereth Israel
F. 105th St. & Ansel

Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Fabbi Silver:

Would you be good enough to send us a
copy of your recent book for review in the
pages of the Journal of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis.

Sincerely,

oecretary

DEPARTMENT EDITORS: Duarid M. Eichborn, Robers L. Karz, Felix A, Levy, Albert M. Lewis.

EDITORIAL BOARD: Bernard J. Bamberger, Philip §. Bernstein, William G. Brande, Ely E. Pilchik,
David Polish, Jacob P. Rudin, Samuel M. Silver, Jacob J. Weinstein,

EDITORIAL OFFICE: 63 Hamilton Avenue, Yonkers 5, N. Y.




OFFICERS

TRUSTEES

PAST
PRESIDENTS

MAIN LINE REFORM TEMPLE, BETH ELOHIM

10 Montgomery Ave., Wynnewood, Pa. PHONE: Mldway 2-6062

Rabbi, THEODORE H. GORDON

December 5, 1956

Dear Rabbil Silver:

Though I have not as yet had an
opportunity to read your newest book, "Where
Judalsm Differed", I am impelled to write this
note to express my pleasure that you have put
your thinklng on this subject into book form,

The reviews which I have read are
most gratifylng, and I am looking forward to a
bit of leisure in the near future to enjoy the
book myself,

I feel a kind of personal interest
in the book, since the title is one which you
first used, I believe, when you came as our guest
lecturer to the University of Pennsylvania Chapel
Serles four or five years ago., At that time we
taped your lecture and I would hope that it may
have been the start and inspiration for this new
book,.

Viith belated Hanukah greetings and
warmest good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,
i
{hj

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver,
East 105th St. & Ansel Rd.,
Cleveland 6, Ohio,

THG el

MORTON ADLER, Prea. « JULIUS HABER, lst Vice Pres, - THEODORE SEIVER, *ud Vice Pres, «» MHES RICHARD LANDOW
Corree. Sec, » BTANTON ETTINGER. Ree. See, - SIDNEY STREINBERG, Fie. Sec. - HERBERT SARVETNICK, Treas,

DE. DAVID ASHKENAYX + RALPH BARRON .« JOSEPH COHEXN - JACOBR CRESKOFP . PHILIEP

DAMSEKER -« LEON

DOUGLAS + LESTER EBEL » DR, NORMAN GEKOSKI +» HERMAN GOLDBERG - BRUCE GORIH IN « MRE, HAROLD

GROSBMAN -« HAMUEL GROSSMAN + DR. PHILIP HODES - IRA KAHN » MES. IRA KAHN

SAMUEL MADWAY -« CLARENCE MESIROV - RALPH PRIES . HAROLD YOSKIN

MRE. PHILIFP J. HODES - HERMAN MODELL

BALPH MADWAY




Decenber 6, 1956

Ragbbl Willian F, Silverman
5015 Harding Road
Nashville 5, Tennessee

My dear Rabbi Cilvermant
Thank you sc much for your thoughtfulness in writing to me. I
appreciate greastly what you say about my book and the fact that

you used the book ss 2 basis for a sermon in your pvlpit.

I am delighted that your cwn hook "The Still Smell Veoice = f
Story of Jewish Fthics™ has been so well received and thet you

are pvlanning & sceond velume on the ethics of the synagopne,
prayerbook ctc, That shculd be 2 most veluvable contribution.

With varmest rerards and all snod wishes, nermit me to remain

VYery cordially yours,

ABEA HILIEIL SIIVIR




December 7, 1956

Rabbi Theodore H, Cordon

Main Line Reform Temple, Feth Elohim
L10 Mont pomery 'yenue

Wynnewood, Pa,

liy dear Rabbi Gordons

Thank vou so much for your kind note and for vour thoughtfulness
in writins to me.

1 am happy that the book is beingy well received throuchout the
country.

I recall with pleasure my address of a {ew yvears ago at the
University of Fennsylvonisa Chapel Series when I used the same
subject as 7 did lor uy booke

With all good wishes, T remain

Wost cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




Ranmi Epcan F. Macxin, D.D., L.H.D
Rapsl MaxwrgLL H. Dusin, LL.B
Ranmi Avrrnep Wour, M.H.L.

*

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

5. TiLoeny NorToN
Homorary Preirdent

GEoRGE Piness, M.D.
Preptdent

0. M. SRERE

EvwaRD LEF KOZRERG
Vice Presidents

Roseet M. KnabiEn
Secretary

. Kiscpox HigscH
Treasurer

JosE L. GILDRED

Leo HARTFIELD

Tosias KoTZix

Tart B. SCHREIBER

RoBERT L. SPENCER

HEnry WEINBERGIR

THeODORE WEISMAN

W

SaMUEL TiERMAN
Assixrant Secretary

*

Marco B. NewMARK
-.Ir.l"i'FJ'J"'.II.l‘ Hestorran

*

HOME OF PEACE MEMORIAL PARK
HOME OF PEACE MAUSOLEUM

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE

[ COSGREGATHS B Al WRITH )
WILSHIRE ANID HOBART ROULEVARDS
LOS ANGELES 5, CALIFORNIA

December 10, 1956

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
East 105th St. & Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Jear Habbi Silver:

Please accept my belated thanks for sending me a copy of
your excellent, thought proveoking volume "wWhere Judaism
Differed". Yowbook will be a deep shock to those who
believe that sameness is the greatest virtue, and a
ereat help to those of us who believe that there is room
for individuality in this world and that the right to be
different is an essential ingredient of democracy.

Please convey lrs. Wolf's and my greetings to Dan.

best wishes.

W /ek

OFFICE
G536 S0, HOBART BLvb.
TELEPHONE
DUNKIRK 8-2401




WALTER SCHEUER
ROOM 2210
39 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

HANOVER 2.-08535

Very ftruly yours,

B

i

WALTER SCHE




IRVING B. HEXTER
B2 HURDOMN ROAD
CLEVELAND IS5, OHIO

December 10, 1956

Is there any danger, Rabbi,

of my becoming a Temple goer if I read your
book? If so, I will put it aside until I am too old to get
drunk Saturday nights.

But seriously, Rabbi, I do appreciate your thoughtfulness,
and Eva and I both appreciate the thoughts expressed in
your fly-leaf note.

We are looking forward to being yith you soon.

sheer. (O]
Ik

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

Ansel Road at East 105th Street
Cleveland, Ohio




Uecember 11,1956

|.'H:!r‘.l f}r.tl;'ﬂ':"!l

‘eritral Lonference ‘nerican Rgbbis
63 Harnilton Averue

Yonkers 5, Mew York

J‘r.'rr-

In reecponce te your reqrest of lDecexber Sth for s review Copy
of Rabbi Cllver's book WHEKE JULAISK DIFFIRED T wish to inform

you thet ] have, under separate cover, forwsrded a copy to wvou
today.

-

Sincerely,

Mi§E Sophia Levine
vecretary to iy, -ilver




Rrooklvn 4, den 1/,12.1956
1973 - 70 St

derrn

Dr.Rab.Ahba Hillel Silver
9210 Shaker Blvd

Cleveland, Ohio

Sehr verehrter Herr Rahbhiner Silver,

nott weiss, wann (und ob) heiliesenies \anuskxri-t "Fraiheit
und Verantwortlichkeit" veroeffentlicht werden wird. Da es
sich aher auf ein Ka~itel Thres iuengsten Buches bezieht, er-
lavute ich mir, es Lhnen vorzulegen, - falls o5ie daran ein 4n-
teresse hahen sollten.

Ritte solche #Ausiruecke zu entschuldigen, welche zeren meine

Absicht zu schroff asusgefallen sein sollten. Bs handelt sicua

meh nicht vwm Yersoenliches, sondern um Sachlicnes, - was ich
auch deshalb erwaehne, weil mit diesem sc..lichnten Yegensatze

hereits 4ie Freiheit anerkannt wird.

Es ist indessen hoechste Zeit, dass ich mich innen vorstelle,
bei welcher Gelegenheit, wie es oft zu geschehen nflegt, ich
mich auch verahschiede

mit verhindlichen Emnfenlunezen,
Ihr sehr ergehener
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cember 2L, 1956

Rabbi Solomon =, Frechof
The Ruskin Anartments
120 Ruskin 2genue
Pittﬁbllrﬂh, Pa,

M dear Sole

I Jjust read the review of my book which you wrote for the American
Ziordst. I need not tel) vyou that T am most pleased with it, It
i3 most kind of you %o nave taken time out of a crowded l1llife to

do this,

I an happy that the bnck ic receiving 8 warr welcone. The !Yacmidlan

people are getting out a second orinting this week and the Jewish

Publication Dociety has oruered & special pripd af tlree thousamd
copies,

Wth warmest regards and all good w'shes to you endliltlisn in
which Virginia joins me, T remain,

As ever yours,

ABEA HILLEL SILVE




JAMES N. ROSENBERG
675 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 22

December 27, 1956

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
THE TEMPLE
East 105th Street at Ansel Foad
Cleveland 6, Ohio
Dear Abba Hillel Silver:
Many thanks for your book, which
I shall take home with me, and you may be sure
that I shall read it.
All best wishes for 1957, and may

your strength for great public service continue

ever greater.

Sincerely yours,




MRS, LEO W, NEUMARK
2843 SOUTH PARK BOULEVARD
SHAKER HEIGHTS 20, OHIO
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 2, 1957

Dear Dr. Silver:

Although I have talked to you on the phone, I
Just wanted to reiterate how much I appreciate
your thinking of me during the holiday season
in sending me your book. I am looking forward
to reading it, but it will have to wait until I

can get some free time from my duties here.
We are working overtime helping the Congress
get settled.

With best wisii=s or the New Year,

Sincerely,

ack Martin
Administrative Assistant
_.(cr the President

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, QOhio




RABBI EDWARD T. SANDROW

January 10, 1957

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silwver:

Your book WHERE JUDAISK DIFFERED was just
read by me., Before I do anything else I must
write you and tell you that it was one of the
greatest experiences I ever had. Tts warmth and
scholarship and integrity make it a constant
companion for me these days in preaching and in
teaching. It is a book which ought to be used as
a text in every adult education program throughout
the country. Tt can become an enriching and reward-
ing experience for both teacher and pupil. It is
my hope to use it with a small group of my people
next season.

My gratitude to you.

rely yours, y
F

iaaﬂJifT:/fﬁﬂJd,h4hr“

mstan 4 /H/ ottt el frma Dot Gkl




JAMES G. McDONALD
5323 EMPIRE STATE BuiLping

NeEw York 1, N.Y.

Jamuary 1lth, 1957

Dr, Abba Hillel 8ilver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohlo

Dear Dr, Silver:
On my return from Detroit, to the office this

morning, I find your gracliously autegraphed WHERE
JUDAISM DIFFERED,

I am taking it home with me and shall write
you again when I have read it,

It was kind of you to spend the whole evening
at the legal fraternity meeting the other night, I
am sure that everyone was deeply appreclative,

Cordlially yours,

__-J#MES G, MCDONALD

\

BRyaxt 9-7865
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January 16, 1957

T "

I have just read vour book " VWhere Judaism
Differed"™ and am tremendously impressed with it. 1 had
planned to discuss it at Friday evening service last
week, but there is so much to it, that I told the
congregation, I would discuss only one&® chapter and
treat them to a chapter at a time.,

It is a most valuable contribution to our
understanding of Judaism. I have talked it up so much
that a number of the members have asked me to purchase
it for them. Certainly it should be in every Jewish
home,

My warmest congratulations and also deep gratitude
for vour sipnal contribution which has been so much needed.

Hijriam joins in our warmest best wishes

Cordially,

e, 'y

Allan Tﬁfshgsh
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Dpe Allan Tarshish,

85 Montagn Strest
Charleston, South Carolina
My dear Allan:

Thank you so much for your thoughtfalness in writing to me about

my book WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED. I am happy to know that you have
found it so pleasing and so helpful,

I am very gratified that the book is being received so well in
all parts of the country,

Again let me thank you for your kindness in writing to me.
With warm regards I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABEA HILLEL SILVER




Rabbi Edward T. Sandrow

Ny dear Rabbi Sandrow:

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness in writing to me about
my book WHERE JUDAISH DIFFERED. T am happy to know that you have
found it so pleasing and so helpful,

I am very gratified that the book is being received so well in

all parts of the country.

Again let me thank you for your kindness in writing to me,
With wam regards T remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




TEMPFLE EMANUEL
1250 BoOWER HiLL RoAD
PITTEBURGH 16 Pa.

OFFICE OF THE RABBI
HAaroLD SILVER. M. H. L.

January 24, 1957

Dre Abba Hillel Silver
198«10 Shaker Boulevard
Shaker Heights, Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Uncle Abbas

In the midst of all the excitement of your visit here, and
inspired perhaps even more so by Dr. Freehofts sterling
salesmanship, I was wondering whether I might not be favored
with an autographed copy of your new book. Father has written
me about his own reactions to your new literary work and T

am most anxious to go through it myself,

Ruth Lee and T hope that punt Virginia's disc problems will
be speedily and happily resolved. Both of us would love to
come up to Cleveland when she is completely well again and
have the pleasure of sceing you both and meeting our new
cousins.

Trusting that this note finds you in good health and high
spirits, I remain

as ever,

/

AN A

S —




r. Morris Stockhammer
1973 T70th Street
“rooklyn L, Kew York

My dear Dr. Stockhammer:

I am taking the liberty of returning to you your article in which
you discuss the subject of Free Will in relation to Chapter 13 of
ny book WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED,

I read the article with pgreat interest although I regret I do
not find myself being in complete a2greement with your main
thesis.

#ith warm regards and thanking you again for letting me read the
manuscript, T remain

Cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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Jamary 29, 1957

Rabbi Harold Silver
Temple Fmanuel

1250 Bower Hill Road
Pittsburgh 16, Pa.

My dear Harold:

Tt was nice to have seen you in Pittsburpgh and to know that
everything is fine with vou and your family,

Under sevarate cover 7 am sending you a copy of my book with a
double request: first, that you read it carefully and second,
that you might lecture on it at one of your services,

I am eager to pet as many Jews to read the book as possible.

¥ith warmest regards, 7 remain

As ever yours,

ABBA HILIEL SILVER




e Council of Reform Synagogues

PRESIDENT:

Samuel A. Klein of Greater Philadelphia
HONORARY PRESIDENT:

Leon J. Obermayer An Agency of The Union of American Hebrew Congregations

VICE PRESIDENTS: | , PHILADELPHIA 10, PA. ® Rittenhouse 6-4135

. Mo Batel & Janua 29, 1957
Ecr!wnrd”: Cushman hDS Architects Bldg . ¥

Philip H. Damsker

Newton Ford

Morton Goldstrom

Lester 5. Hecht

Sidney H. Perlman

Judge Leonard M. Propper

Dr. Nathan Shank

Albert B. Wilson
SECRETARY:

Dr. Maurice Jacobs Secretary to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
TREASURER The Temple, E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd.,

Maurice G. Cohn Cleveland 6. %iﬂ.
DIRECTOR:

Rabbi Joel Y. Zi
Py = Dear Friend:

I am enclosing order blanks for books that were
requested at the Annual Dinner for Reform Judaism, that Dr.
Silver addressed on Sunday evening in Philadelphia. Dr. Silver
agreed to autograph the copies and have them mailed.

Would you be good enough to fill the enclosed
requests, one of which has been paid. The others should be
billed.

Cordially, ~

\
Ratdli J ml@ﬁian

e -

——— = ——— —————————— CONSTITUENT CONGREGATIONS =
Beth David Reform Congregation
Beth Or
Boulevard Temple

Congregation Temple Judea Reform Congregation Keneseth lsrael
Ivy Ridge Jewish Community Center Temple Emanuel Reform Congregation

Main Line Reform Temple Beth Elohim Temple Shalom—Levittown
Congregation Rodeph Shalom Old York Road Temple




The Temple
East 105th St. & Ansel Road
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Rabti Fernard J. BPamberger
West End Synagogue

160 West 82nd Street

New York 2L, New York

My dear Pernie:

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness in writing to me
about my book WHERLE JUDAISM DIFFERED,

I am pleased with the welzome it is receiving in all narts
of the countrye. :vidently it has supplied 2 need.

Trusting that you are well and thanking you arain for writing
to me, I remain

Yost cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




ELIAHU BEN-HORIN
639 West End Avenue

Tl L L e S e

NEW YORK, N. Y.

COXMADOTAEEE Endicott 2 - 8489

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio February 1luth, 1957

Dear Dr. Silver:

I just finished reading WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED and wish to
congratulate you on having written this book.

To be able to present such an erudite comparison between
religions in a style so fluent as to make of it an enchanting
narrative for a layman like me - is an extraordinary achievement.

To draw the comparison throughout the ages with so mmuch
Jewish pride, sinning neither in arrogance nor in apologetics,
is an accomplishment which will make of WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED
one of the most outstanding and authoritative interpretations
in modern times of the Jewish stand in the world,

When and how - amidst your many preoccupations and the
harassment of current affairs and crises - did you find the
time, the peace of mind and the power of concentration to
produce this remarkable volume, is beyond mes

Yasher Koakhi
o

As ‘;Eyﬂ,
(/_..-' ‘6‘1’ : ':"_ ’{h S
Elailm Ben=Horin
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February 19, 1957

Dr. Joachim Printsz
825 South Eleventh Street
Newark, Now Jerscy

My dear Dr. Prinz:

I am deeply appreciative of your thoughtfulness in writing to
me about my Leok WHEREZ JUT ISV DIFFIRED, 1 profoundly appreciate
your warm sentiments,

I am delighted that the book is beaing 3o well xreceived, falt
there is & need for this kind of bock frr the generation of

American Jeus which 1s cons?derably besilderes” 2loul [te leliszioue
neritasge end greatly nceds calightansent.

It is indeed many years cince I beve seen vou and have had the
oppertunity te exchange ideas with you, Ihank you sc much £
writiag to me,

I am happy that Fhilip and Florence are among the regulsr attend-
ante at your services. They are wonderfully fine people.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordiclly yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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March 18, 1957

Dr. Abba Hillel
The Tample,

City.

Deer Dr. Silver:

Thank you much for the autographed
copy of your excellent book which I'wve just Tinished reading.

I found it both informative =and
highly interesting. In fact, I almost feel as if I've just com-

&
pleted another course in comparafive religion.

You may be sure that I'1ll always
consider it one of the treasures in my library.

All good wishes to you.

Sinecerely,

e ‘II{I‘L' L 11 L) ."'"‘{'."_'tf‘ =

William Dinwoodie




FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY OF TEAMECK
TEAMECK, M. J.

March 23, 1957

Dre, Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

‘ie have had several requests for your book, Where Judaism
Differse =4

Although we have checked Cumulative Book Index we have been
uable to locate this book.

Can you tell us where we might purchase or borrow this
book?

I am, Sir,

Yours sincerely

Ef)%JTﬁﬂ}\Q (:1:3 ('égcxbé}&SPﬁJiam,

Bertha K. GCoodstein
Circulation Department




30




¥iss Bertha K. Coodstein
Circulation "epartment

Free Public Library of Teaneck
Teaneck, New Jersey

Dear Miss Toouoteln:

Thank you for your note cof darch 23rd.

My bock WEERE JUlmioM TIFFRRED was published by the Macmillan
Company. | aum sure jou can obtain coples by writing to them,

ihe ¥Yacmillan Company

60 Fifth /'verue

New Tork ll, new York
#ith all good wishes, T remain

Cordially yours,

AEBA HILLEL SiLVER

P.Se My Temple Iibrarian tells me that the bookgls referred to
4n the Cumulative Rook Tndex = luﬁm“‘eoembar 1956, pame Slis
ble

e

Second Semi-~Annusl Volume, under et,®Author and litle",

A HeSe
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£ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERIGCN. £

INCORPO
HONORARY OFFICERS FEBRUARY B, 1910 SRS e DIVISION OF RELATIONSHIPS

Dwight D. Eisenhower, Honorory President
Herbert Hoover, Honorary Vice President
Harry 5. Trumon, Honorary ¥ice President
Amory Houghton, Honorary Vice President NEW BR UN‘SWlCK. NEW JERSET
John M. Schifi, Honorary Vice President
Gueorge J. Fisher, National Scoul Commimioner

Elbart K. Fretwell, Chisf Scout

Wheeler McMillen, Chairman

1. A, Beynton, Jr., Direcior
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JEWISH RELATIONSHIPS SERVICE

Nﬁ“ONM OFFICERS Frank L. Well, Chairman

Kenneth K. Bechiel, President, San Francisce Mﬂrcﬂ :ﬁsg 1957 Harry losker, Director
Froncis W. Holch, Vice Prasident. Boiten

Cherry L. Emarion, Vice President, Atlanta

Gaole F. Johmiton, Vice President, 51, Louis

Ellsworth H., Auguitus, Wice President, Clavelond

Horton Clapp, Vice Prasident, Secttle

Gerold F, Beol, Trecaurer, New York

Arthur A, Schuck, Chiel Scout Execulive

Fliny H, Powers, Deputy Chief Scout Executive

Rabbi Abba Hillel w=ilver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. oilver:

I am only up to page 115 of your book "Where Judaism Differed", but
I can no longer refrain from telling you that in my humble opinion you have
written one of the most brilliant books on a Jewish subject in our generation.

It combines history, apologetiecs, theology, and homiletics. It is
the kind of book that requires slow thoughtful reading in order to obtain every
nuance hidden in your words.

Dr. Silver, if you don't devote the remaining years of your life —
and may they be many — to further expositions of Jewish history and Torah in
the same grand scale of scholarship as you have done in this book, the Jewish
people will be the poorer for generations.

Until now I have known you primarily as the greatest orator and champion
of the Jewish people in the council of nations. I also have read most ol your
previous works. But, this book reveals you as the scholar, par excellance.

Your book ranks among the great classics of Jewish literature, including
"The Guide for the Perplexed" and "The Kusari." The only thing that remains to
be done with "Where Judeaiem Differed" is to have it translated into Hebrew by a
modern ibn Tibbon.

With all good wishes and personal regards,

Sincerely your

! o ¥ JSCOUTS OF CA
b '““.' “—"(/\.«\.}\—-ﬁ_____
NATIONAL councrt %f L:%:
ector

- BOY SCOUTS OF AmericA National
i NEW BRUNSWICK, Npw & Jewish Helationships
'ERSEY _ .- P

J:_l". i DO A SODDD TURN DAILY ™
e







_“Union of American
HEbI'BW Congregations . 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, EMANUEL GAMORAN, PH. D., Director

ear Abba,

Soth Mamie and I were delighted and felt it was

i
penuine joy to read of the special service of thanks-
giving that was arranged in your honor. I am sure
that with our friend Richard Tucker participating
and with your help it was a memorable day

is merely a note to extend our heartiest coneratu-
o on a

lations and bes ishes to you for many, many more
nappy years of

v s -1 + | B g 1 . I e |
[ want to take the opportunity at the same i@ to tell

)y Ll

you that I have just finished reading your book, "Where
T = 2 Md &5 . n = 3 2 - : | X
vudaism Yiffered and 1t was a pleasure tec read it.
After the t. have beer made to talk about
Judeo=-Christian ethies, it was pood t one book

thich did not detract from the things in which we apree

but makes clear the important a Cts in which we differ.

N
hearty 2/¢ 54 to Virginia and to you. I know Cammi,
riillel, and Judy also want to be remembered to Nanny.

" i " 2 & " " - T
nce again Mapie and the children join me in extending a

Faithfully yours,

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
1981C Shaker Boulevard

Shaker Heights, Ohio




Hvited States Court of Appeals
Fourth Judicial Tircuit

CHAMBERS OF
SIMON E. SOBELOFF
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE
BALTIMORE 2, MARYLAND

March 29, 1957

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

Through the kindness of our mutual
friend, Harry Walker, I received a copy
of your latest book, "Where Judaism
Differed.”

I value the book especlally because
of your inscription. Already I have had
an opportunity to dip intec it, and what
I have tasted whets my appetlite for more.

With every good wish, I am
7
//

E‘:.in-::eI'2})'&‘:{"M_'ifilI‘ST j%/(—’—

Simon E. Scobeloff

ses/hds

Simon E. Sobeloff
630 U. S.Court House
Baltimore 2, Md.




April 1, 1957

Mr. Harry lasker, National Director
Jewish Reletionships

National Counecil

Boy Scouts of Anerica

New Prunswick, New Jersey

¥y dear Mr. Lasker:

Permit me to ithank you for vour lovely letter of Varch 28th about
my book WHERE JUDAISY DIFFERED,

7 ar very hap;y that you have found it so satisfactory. 1 am
generally pleased with the reception which the book is having all
over the country,

1 am eager to nave the book placed in as many hands as possibie e-
especially in the hands of our younger reople and those who are
in key positions to influciice them,

You may be interssted teo lmow that & translation into Jcbrew, Uy
an Ysraell rubliching house, is now being negoiiated,

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially vours,

ABBA HILLID. SILVIA




JAMES G. McDONALD
5320 EMPIRE STaTE BuiLDiNg

NEW YorK 1, N.Y.

BRyYANT 9-7565

April 8th, 1957

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I delayed writing you about your WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED
until I had time to, not only read it very carefully but,

also, reread many sectlons,

It is an extraordinarily revealing and persuasive scholar-
ly presentation,

My only regret is that at least a small portion of the
vast sums being spent to increase the understanding of Judaism
among non-Jews could not be made available to place a copy
of your study in the hands of each Protestant pastor in the
country. The educational effect of such a distributlion would,
in my opinion, immeasurably outweigh any comparable expenditure
in interfaith actlvities,

I appreciate very much the warm approval in your note
of February 15th of my statement before the SBenate Committees,

Cordially yours,

J%f,f/jf ﬁno«[\

RHEB G. MCDONALD
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver \
19810 Shaker Boulevard r LA
Cleveland 22, Ohio J /J

Dear Rabbi Silver,

We should very much like to secure a copy of your book,
Where Judaism Differed, for our Library,

Would it be possible for you to srrange for us to receive
a gift copy? As you may perhaps know, we are currently operating on
the lowest possible operable budget and our appropriation for library
acquisitions is a token figure. Therefore, your good offices in our
behalf would be most appreciated.

With Passover greetings,

Yours very sincerely,

[y M
Hene Bercovich
Ass't, to the Exec. Director




April 11, 1957

Mr, Daniel Persky
2Li3 East Uith S¢reet

New York 3, New York

My dear Friend:

Thank you so much for your brief and tart note. T appreciate your
thoughtfulness in sending me the Yiddish review of my book which
appeared in Munchu»r. It is a translation of the review of Dr,
Solomon B. Freehof which appeared in the American Zionist,.

The article about me which you say you wrote for the Hadoar
never reached me,

Under separate cover 1 am sending you a copy of my book WHERE
JUDAISM DIFFERED. T trust that you will enjoy reading it.

With warmest regards and all good wishes for a hapny Passover
I remain

Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCI TS “BEOF AMERICA

A NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION DEVOTED TO JEWISH CULTURE VAR ESTABLISHED IN 1888

Air Mail - Special Delivery

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I checked into the Wilmington situation immediately after talking with
you this morning and learned the following from the clerk who handled
the transaction: It is the practice of the Society to give each member
the privilege of selecting one volume per title each year, Additional
volumes must be purchased at list price, less 20%. Consequently, when
the pvhone call came in from Wilmington asking if we would ship copies
of your beok,our clerk checked our files and, seeing that the Wilmington
Federation was a member, shipped the books. As a matter of fact, I
recall that she checked this transaction with me, and I told her that
there was no objection to our selling the book in volume at the member-
gship discount -- assuming that these were wanted by an institution for
prizes or gifts,

Normally, this sitvation will not occur since any institution nurchasing
books for resale can do better by poing to the trade publisher, where
they get as high as !,0%, than by coming to us, where the discount does
not exceed 20%.

I am convinced that the Wilmington situation was unicue and can promise
you that it will not recur, since our clerks were issued orders today
that any member who requested a oguantity of wvour book was to be referred
to MacMillan,

May I urge you to consider favorably the reprint plan which we worked
out with MacMillan. Our initial printing is within several hundred
copies of being sold and we may find ourselves without books if there
is any dd@ﬁb’in the reprint. Such a situation would be diffiecult to
explain,

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,
\ =
o

LESSER ZUSSMAN
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THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA
222 N. FIFTEENTH ST.
PHTLADELPHIA 2, PA,

Air Mail = OSpecial Delivery

Rabbi #%,ba H3llel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi S4lver:

I checked into the Wilmington situation immediately after talking with
you this morning and learned the following from the clerk who handled
the transaction: It is the practice of the Society to give each member
the privilege of selecting one volume per title each yesr. Additional
volumes must be purchased at list price, less 20%. Consequently, when
the phone call came in from Wilmington a sking if we would ship copies
of your book, our clerkschecked our files and, seeing that the Wilmington
Federation was a member, shipped the boocks. As a matter of fact, 1
recall that she checked this transaction with me, and I told hér that
there was no objection to our selling the book in volume at the member-
ship discount =-- assuming that these were wanted by an institution for
prizes or gifts,.

Normally, this situation willmt occur since any institution purchasing
books for resale can do better by going to the trade publisher, where
they get as highas L0%f, than by coming to us, where the discount does
not exceed 20%,

T am convinced that the Wilmington situation was unique and can promise

you that it willnot recur, since our clerks were issued orders today

that any member who requested a quantity of your book was to be referred to
MackMillan,

May I urge you to oonsider favorably the reprint plan which we worked
out with MacMillan., Our initial printing is within several hundred
copies of being sold and we may find ourselves without books if there
is any delay in the reprint. Such a situation would be difficult to
explain,

With best regaris,
Sincerely yours,

LESSER ZUSSMAN
Executive Secretary
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Rabbi Ephraim Frisch
f"lﬁ' 1I?l.ﬂ5t 1lDth St.
?. Ivl }5 3 TI‘!Y

May 19, 1957
Dear Tr, Silver:

I just finished reading your book "'iherein Judaism Jiffered,"

5

“y warmest congratulations on this remarkable book,

I admire sreatly the completeness of the sources you
used = Biblical, Rabbinic and general; the original interpretations
you gave them; and the superb literarv style into which you put
your conclusions,
C‘:"Tﬂially 3

/s/ Ephraim Frisch




May 21, 1957

Rabbi Fphraim Frisch
610 West 110th Street
Mew York 25, New York

My dear Friend:

It was indeed very thoughtful of you to write to me about my
book and I avprecisate what you say about it,.

It bas been most ratifying to me to receive the reactions
from friends from all parts of the country and I am happy that
the book is making its way among considerable sections of our
people where I believe it will do a great deal of goode

Thanking you again for writing to me and with all good wishes

I remain
Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL ST1VER




TEMPLE SINAI
CHARLES STREET AND SEWALL AVENUE
BROOKLINE 46, MASSACHUSETTS

Beryr D. Conmox, D. D. :
Bamni May 23, 1957

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Cleveland, Qhio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I thought you might be interested in the experience I have had with your
book, "Where Judaism Differed."

I teach a class in contemporary Judaism &t Tufts University; the class
consists of Juniors, Seniors and Graduzte students. Wost of them, how-
ever, have not had much of religious background.

I assigned your book as required suppellementary reading, and have just
finished reading thirty-eight reports. The students were asked to write
eritical reports.

I am delighted with these reports. Your book was a challenge to these
students; all found it stimulating.

Several non-Jewish students write in their reports that the book was

"an eye opsner" to them. Most of them found it fair; only two or three
students ( and these are Jewish) find you loading the dice against
Christianity. Two or three missed the tense and state that it is no more
fair to hold present-day Christianity to the words of the Gosepls than it
is to claim that Judaism believes this or that because it is in the Hebrew
Bible. Two write that to telescope citations "taken out of the context

of the larger pattern" is not scientific procedure. But of the thirty-
eirht reports at least thirty are appreciative of the clarity and forth~-
rightness of your presentation.

I had some doubts about the ability of undergraduates without backgrounds
in any religion to read your book and grasp most of it; but I am delichted
with the re:sponse.

For myself, whatﬂvartﬁgbatahlﬂ material, I find deep satisfaction in
reading the pages of a Jewish spokesman who stands up and talks back on
such high an academic level against all the maligners of YJudaism in
Christendom. Mor= puwer to you.

Cordially,

1) (o




HADOAR TIN"T}
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of Histadruth Ivrith of America ApYMNA NMMayR MYThena YT AKpantha

165 WEST 46th ST., NEW YORK 36, N. Y.
Phone: Clrcle 7-8157

May 23, 195?t

Dre Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,

East 105th St. & Ansel Rd.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Rabbli Silver:

We are quite surprised that we did not receive a copy

of your latest book, "Why Jews Differ" as we would like
to review it in our columns.

We would, therefore, appreciate it very much if you
will instruct your publisher, or your secretary, to
mail us two copies of this book for review, and have
it addressed to the attention of the writer.

Thanking you in advance, I remain

qord}iil}ly Jours,
VAN e

David Epgtein
Ming Director




¥r, Navid Epstein
Managing "irector
Hadoar

165 vest L6th Street
New York 36, lew York

My dear Mr, Fpstein:

Thank you for your note of May 23rd.

T have requested my secretary to send you a copy of ny k WHERE
JUDAISH DIFFERED which you have requested for review in the Hadoar,

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILIEL STLVER




re Beryl D, Cohon

Temple Sinai

Charles Street and Sewall Agyenue
Prookline LS, Vassachusetts

My dear Dr, Cohon:

Thank you so much for yowr thoupghtfulness in writinz me about your
experience with vy book WHERE JUDAISM DIIFEHED at Tufts Iniversity.

T was very pleased to receive the reaction of the students to the
book as well as your own, I have been getting similar reactions

from other parts of the country. It is gratifying that so many
study groups at temples and synagogues as well as elsewhere are
using the book in their study of Judaism,

The reaction of your students to the book were quite revealing.

With warmest regards and again thanking you for your thoughtfulness
in writing to me, T remain

Most cordially yours,

AFBA HILLEL STLVER
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June I [ 19'5?

Dre Fmanuel Cemoran

Union of American 'lebrew Congrerations
€3 Mifth fvenue

New York 21, New York

¥y deer “Yamny:

in poing throngh my desk T chanced upon your letter of March 29th
which 1 unfortunately failed to acknowledre. 1 hope that you will
forgive this long delay,

I did appreeiate sreatly your thoughtfulness in writing to re, both
in reference to the service which was held in corncel’on with ny
forty years st The Temrle and mv new book THIRE JUDAISH DIFFIRED,
It was indeed very thouphtful of you to write to ne.

The Service mas a very beavtiful and impressive one snd Richard
Tucker, 28 you can well imaiine, bty his superb rendition of litursi-
cal music, added greatly to the ocassion,

I am happy that iy book is receiviug such a gratilying welcome in
all parts of the country. Ividently it has supplied 2 need, es=
pecially among the intellectnal younge: meneration,

Daniel i= completing his first year here at The Teuple and it as
been a tremendously satisfying year,

I hope that you will have 2 pleasant swwier and I serd you snd Yaude
and your children 2ll ry ccod wishes in which Virrinia jcins me most
heartily.

Yost cordially yours,

ABBA HILIEL SILVIR
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JEWISH WELFARE FUND OF AKRON

STRAND THEATRE BUILDING 129 SOUTH MAIN STREET
AKRON 8. OHIO

TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 6.9103
PRESIDENT June 4. 195?
JEROME J. KAUFMAMN

VICE PRESIDENTS

JULIUS DARSKY
MORRIS SACKS
ABE 1. OSTROV
H. 8§ SUBRIM

TREASURER
CHARLES E. SCHWARTZL

Secretary to Rabbi A, H. Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

ASSISTANT TREASURER
NORMAN C. NOBIL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
NATHAN PINSKY Dear Madam:

BEOARD OF TRUSTEES

MORRIS AIDMAN On April 10, 1957, Rabbi Silver addressed our

BYDHEY L. ALBERT

MRE. BYDNEY L. ALBERT ] . [ & a
. rivcit kvt thia Advance Gifts Division at a meeting at the Rosemont

PHILIP BEAR Country Club, At that time we promised the men

SIDHEY J. BEAR

ALRERT BUNBALM who were present that they would receive a copy of
Ninm gy Rabbi Silver's book, "Where Judaism Differed, "

LD:: :E'I‘:I‘:Eé:::‘:l:-lTllﬂ

wns. :tl::?w:nn Fois Would it be possible, if we arrange to deliver the
IRVING FRANK - = =

DAVID GOLDBERG books and pick them afterwards, for Rabbi Silver

JACK GOLDSMITH

4ACOB GORDON to autograph these copies for us? We would not

DAVID GRIES

e 1. AN wish to inconvenience him, but it would be a

BEN W. HOLUB
£ maoer t remendous source of pride to the people who
SAUL ISROFF

DR. IRVING KAPLAN attended this meeting to receive an autographed

BEYMOUR J,. KAFLAMN s &

JEROME J. KAUFMAM CQPY Of Rabbl SIIVEI'!E buu‘k-

ERNEST KIRTZ

MATHAN KOPLIM

RABBI ABRAHAM LEIBTAG .

HARRY LIBERMAMN Srncere]_]r yours,
BEH MAIDENBURG 3
LOUIS MANES !
MRS. NOAH MILLER

JERREOLD MiRMAN

DR. BENJAMIN MOORSTEIN

LOUIS MYERS

ABE MEWMAM

MRS, LOUIS NOBIL

HORMAM ©. NOBIL

ABE |. OSTROV 1
i Secretary to Mr. Pinsky.
MARVIN PERELMAM

HMRS. MARVIN PERELMAMN

DR, REUBEN PLISKIN

B. A. POLSKY

MRS. EDWARD RADB

A. H. RAIPETEIN

MAX ROGOVY

HENRY M. ROSE

SAMUEL ROSENFELD

CHARLES BACKS

MORRIE BACKS

JOSERH SCHOEMRBERG

CHARLES E. SCHWARTE

ALEX SCHULMAMN

BERMARD SCHULMAMN

OR. SAM SELBY

ARTHUR ASHAPIRD

RARBI HNORMAM M. SHAPIRD

LEROY SHAW

DAVE SIMON

HARRY ENYDER

H. & SUBRIN

HARRY SUGAR

DBR. ALVEN M. WEIL

MRS, ALYEN M. WEIL

MRS. L. M, WEINDERGER

LOUIS WOLINSKY

ABE M, WOLOCH

IRVING ZACK




SIMON B.STEIN
HENRY J.STEIN

COUNSELLORS AT LAW
27 SCHOOL STREET

BOSTON B, MASS

June 6, 1957

Dear FRabbi Silver:

You may remember that when you addreased
the New Century Club lagt March, I recalled to you
that I wae one of the officere of the then newly-
founded Reform Congregation in Cheleea, and that you
had offliclated as our firet rabbi during the High
Hol idays. :

That evenine I nurchased a copy of your
book, "yhere Judaism Diff-red", which you autographed
to my granddaughter, Clare Stein.

I am happy to inform you that Clare was
confirmed yesterday at the Shevuos Day services at
Temple Ierarl, end that ehe delivered the Class Egsay
on the subject - "Why I am a Liberal Jew, "

I am encloeing herewith a copy of the Essay
as publiehed in the 1957 Class Torchbearer so that you
may note that ehe guoted from your book.

With kindeet regarde,

Sincerely,
b

SBS:RF Simon B, Stein'
Enc.

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Temple Tifereth Israel

Eagt 105th and Ansel Streete
Cleveland, Ohio




CLASS ESSAY

WHY I AM A L TBERAL JEW

Clare Stein

Why am I a Liberal Jew? To angwer this cueastion, I have
choesen to divide my evaluation into three main topice, each of which
hag many subdivisions, and all.of which overlap each other,

First of all, I should like to consider why there was need
for a new Judalesm in the middle of the nineteenth century? Wag not the
Judalem whose "wall of law" had kept the Jewe alive during times of
great distregs and pergecution, enough? History tells ue that the very
strength of this Judaliem was its capacity for adantation, - ite ability
to meet the needs of the times. Thus, with the emancipation which came
to the peoples of Europe in the wake of the French and American Revolu-

tione, the very walle which had kept the medieval Jew strong and vital,

became symbole of restriction to his children. In attempts to accept

the freedome which the world offered them, and to cast off the restric-
tive covenants of Ghetto Judaiem, some Jewe even accepted Christianity.
And so was born the movement to adapt the traditions of the Jewish
people to the changing conditions in which the Jewe found themselves in
the mid-nineteenth century. The basic traditione are unchangeable ;
they are, according to the grcat Albert Einstein, " . . .the striving
after knowledge for its own sake, the strong love for Justice, the
search for freedom and truth . . ." While the strict Orthodoxy has
given the medleval Jew a way to survive, the new "reformed" ideas gave
his children a reason to 1ive.

Secondly, I ehould like to discuss the very commonly mis-
understood queestion, "Ie a Liberal Jew less 'religious'! than an
Orthodox Jew?" 1In order to answer this cuestion we must first answer

the queetion, "What 1ls a religilous person?" In the Confirmation Class




this year, we studied about Clarence Darrow, who, &lthough he professed
& disbelief in God, wae certainly an ethical man in that he was very
charitable in his association with needy people. Similarly, we noted
that John D.Rockefeller, although & munificent donor to many charities,
followed most unethical practices in dealing with his bueiness compet-
itore and rivale, JIe the "religious" man he who performe numerous
rituale honoring God, but performc no good derds for his fellow man and
Tinde no growth in hie character and soul? We have answered this que g
tion by agreeins that no individual can be sald to be truly relisious
who doeg not exemplify in hie daily conduct 2= well as in hie profesgceed
world--the ethical behavior which hie bellef in God inspireg him to
perform. By living up to his fullest potentiale and by striving ear-
nestly to bring hie generation a little closer to the perfect goal of
ethical perfection, & human being is fulfilling his purposes in life as
a mortal beling,

Consequently, it 1is unfair for an Orthodox Jew to reprimand

the Reform Jew for being "lees religious" in his practice of worship,

for such observance 1s not the measure of being religilous, Re form
Judalem has eet the patterns for Judging whether to retaln certain Jewish
customs and ceremonies. If the practice has aesthetic, historical, or
unifying value, the custom ie retained; otherwiege 1t can be discarded.

In ite earliest etagee, the Reform movement wag merely an attempt to
regulate, beautify, and organize public worship. With thege thoughts

in mind, early law leaderg chortened the gervices, allowed men and

women to worshlip together, and conducted the services in the common
language of the land, Is this not in keeping with the Talmud which
gtatee that prayeres must come from the heart?

My third questlon 1s: "Why 1is the concept of change so prom-

inent in Reform Judaism?" We all know that there 1e room for improve-

ment in every individual, 1in every group, in every natlon. How can

- 2 -




progreege come about without change? Liberal Judalsm has tried to recon-
clle its creed with 1life, and to fit ite lasting principles into & modern
mold. Thus 1t has always been sublect to growth and development,

Such change 1s necessary for the fulfillment of Judaism'g ideals,
These bellefe and goals may be summarized briefly as follows: 1. The
world and mankind are under the guidance of God who reveals Himself to m&n
through history as the Power behind the Moral Law, in the lonz run caus-
ing Right to triumoh over M ght; as the Source behind the orderly uni-
verse and life, causing the ever-upward trend of evolution; and as the
sum~-total of all ideals magnified to perfection. The Divine in man is
revealed through hls esoul which Iimpele him to creativity and to ethical
living, 2, God hae chosen Israel, of all peoples, to lead the world
to the recognitlion of the truth that the only orinciples of conduct that
can bring peace, bllss, and a senee of worthiness among men, are Justice
and righteouenees, This bellef does not mean that Ierael 1s orivileged;
it slimply Iimposes upon Israel a greater obligation to lead the righte-
ous life,

3« The goal of history is not & nationel Megeianic state in
Israel but rather the rise of & more nearly perfect humanity in which
Jewigh love for God and man ie universalized, Israel's hope ie for a
Messianic Age, not for a personal Messian, &4, Jud-iam ie & body of
epiritual and moral truths, independent of legel commands or enforce-
mente, As Abraham Gelger obgerved: "Judaism recuired merely the liher-
ating breath in order to become rejuvenated from within.," Thue may I

geummarlize 1in Bacon's statement: "He who will not apply new remedies

must expect new evils," and from the information above, one can easily

eee how much the idea of change meang to the Liberal Jew,




"To be or not to be=-a Liber-l Jew" 1is therefore, not a
Question in my mind. I prefer Reform Judalem's new and progressive

elements which in the words of Rabbl Abba Hilllel Silver, "substi-

tutes scholarchip for scholasticiem, liberty for inflexible authority,

and restatement in modern terms of the basgic concepts of the miesion

of Israel,™




Nrs. Belle H. Segel

Secretary to lir, Pinky
__dJexish Welfare Fund of Akron

Strand Theatre Building

129 South Main Street

Akron 8, Ohio

w dear lrs. c"‘ﬂﬂll

Rabbi Silver will be pleased to autograph the copies of his book
FHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED to which you refer in your communication of
June Lth,

Sincerely,

Myss Sophia levine
Secretary to Dr. Silver




-,

RABBI GEORGE B. LIEBERMAN, Litt, D.

Central Synagogue of Nassau County Rockville Centre, Long Island, New York
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Hre Simon ", "tein
27 tchool Street
toston E"' Lass,

iy dear ir, Stein:

I wish to thank you for your kind letter of June 6th and for your

thoughtfuiness in scncing me 2 copy of the Class Fssay of your
granddaughter Clare which she delivered con the cerasion of her
confirmation,

It is a beautiful Tssay and T would Mke %o conrratnlate Clere
both on it and on the faet of her confirmatione

Fith warmes® regards and 21] pgood wishes, T remain

Vost cordially yours,

ABBA HILLFEL SIIVFR




June 10,1957

Rabbj Teorge T, 7ieberman
65 Salem Road

Rockville Centre; L,I.; New York

My dear Ceorge:

Thank you for your letter of June 6th and for the lovely things which
you say about my new book HHERL JUDAISHM DIFFERED,

Under separate cover 1 am sending you, as you requested, two copies

of the book, inseribed to "r, ‘arcus Velckior and to Dr. Furt
¥3lhelm,

1 do not know 'r, ‘‘elchior, but T met Dr, Wilhelm in Stockholm
and visited him in his lovely synsgogue.

¥Vith warmest regerds and horing that ven wiil have a plezsant
summer, | remain

lost cordially yours,

Al'S:sl ABBA HILLEL SILVER




"re Tomanue) Tewy

¢ “herman Avenve, Apt, 5C
New York LD, Vew York

i'y dear Dr, Tewy:

Thank you for your note of Jwne Tth and for the interesting
cbeervetli n which you make on the Tden story to which I refer
in my book WHERE JUDATSN NTFRRETD,

T thank you for bringing your coments to my attentiom, 7T have
previously read vour article in the HIC Apmme2l, but 7 have been
unable to give rour thesis sufficient thcught tc take any position
in the matter.

In any case, it was very kind of you to heve teken time out to
wiite to me.

With all good wishes, I remgix

Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVFR




Ure Fo Yo Homirowsky
1200 v, Pratt Blvd,
Chicago 26, 1!lincis

Vy dear r, Romirowsky:

Perrdt 12 t0 thank vou for vour note,

You may be entirelv correct in your reading of the text in Midrash
Rabbah, leviticus jes3e he commentators to which you refer aczeept

your reading o the terxt, 't all depends, of course, on the inter—-
pretation of the wonds as to
who was host and who was ruesi. Pabbi J. Tsralstam, in his trane-
lation of this nassape for the Soneino Press takes Rabpi Janral

to be the cuert,

In any case, the morz2) of the story to whirh T nointed remeine

the same,

¥ith al) pood wishes and thanking you for writing to we, T
remain

Cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 6.9103
June 24, 1957

Miss Sophia Levine
Secretary to Dr, Silver

The Temple

East 105th 5t, at Ansel Road
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Miss Levine:

Thank you so much for your letter of June 5th with
reference to autographing copies of Dr, Silver's
book "Where Judaism Differed,"

We are sending these books to you by special messenger
and would appreciate very much if Dr, Silver would
autograph the books for those persons whose names appear
on the list enclosed herewith, Should there be some

books left over, wil)l you please have Dr, Silver autograph
them so that we may present them to some of our lay people
who did such an outstanding piece of work during our
current campaign,

Many thanks to you and Dr, Silver for your fine
cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

-

.H_.-; § f :
[ AN\ 7’/-& /. /0
(Mrs, ) Belle H. Seﬁ

BHS;mca Secretary to Mr, Nathan Pinsky




Louis H, Arenson
Joseph Bear
Philip Bear

Irving Bennett

NDelbert Coleman
Dr. Nathan Galin
Ben W. Holub

¢
Julius Isroff
saunl Isroff
Scymour J,. Kaplan

Mannal M, Kaufman

Simn Kloner

Dr. Richard Levey

Dr. Sam Levey
To~ry Liberman
A. H. Lippman
Lonis Manes
Marinn Merkus
Dr, Noah Miller
Dr, Sam Miller
Milton Morris

Louis Hyers

Abe Newmsau

George Nobil
Louis Nobil
-_t.-,,;_],.,r__-_.:r J. Meaon
Abe 1. Ostrov
Alhert Ostrov
Marvin Ferelman

Jeecob Pollock

Dr, Geonrge Proskauer

A, H, Raipstein
Sammel K, Eosenf
Ffelvin Sacks

Sol Sacks

Jack Saferstein
Eernard Schulman
Morris Schulman
Jerry Shaw

Leroy Shaw

Abe Senser

Harry Snyder
Harry Sugar

Louis Tapper

Or. Alven M. Weil
David Weinberger
Max Weinberger
Sam Winer

Abe M, Woloch

Irving Zack
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July 1, 1957

¥Mr. Jouls Smell
€30 ©, Fectmorelard ‘venue

-

Ios /ngeles 5, Crlifornia

¥y dear ¥r, Small:

Thanic yon for vour jetter of June 25th, T &m plea-ed to know that

you ere enjoying my beok WHERE JDATSM DIFFERED,

I bave not read the book te which vom refer, "Ths Tar Jommarndmeuts®
by A. Powell Navies and T am accordir gly wnable te express any
opinion on tne question which you raise,

Fith all good wishes, T remain

ABBA HILLEL SITVER




Rathi Ben Zion Xapganoff
The Jewlsh Horizon

£0 Fifth Avenue

Yew York 11, Yew YVork

Ly dear Rabbl Laranoff:

1 received & couy of the Jewish Horizon (issue April=i‘ay) which
contains your review of rmy book WVHERE JUDAISH DIFFFRID,

read it with keen pleasure and 1 would like you to know how much
T anpreciate vour thoushtfiness In reviewing the leok in so {liie
and operetrating a nanner,

I have been delicnted with the response which the ook has been
receiving evervvwhere,

With warmest reperds and all good wishes .or a pleasant summer, ]
remain

fOUrS

AFS:8l ABBA HILLEL SILVFR

(envelope marhked: "Please forward")
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DR. ABRAM LEOMN SACHAR
Heonorary Chairman
Mational Hillel Commission

JUDAH J. SHAPIRO
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r. Norman F, Frimer
Metropolitan Repional 'irector
B'fnai P'rith Fillel Foundations
1520 Flatbush /venue
Brooklyn 19, ¥ew York

Dear "r, Frinmer:

Thank you for your letter of July 15th wirch I take the liberty
of acknowledging in 'r. Silvert's shsence from the counbrye

When !ip. Silver retorns (the berinning of September) I shall be
pleased 1 sce that rour lotter receives his immediate attentioun.

Yery truly yours,

Miss Sophia levine
Secretary to ''re Silver




0OscArR LEONARD

‘ HARMON ON HUDSON, N. Y. July 23 57
Dea r Pr Silver:=

This will interest you I am sure:e from a letter
from Dr.,” Mibashan editor of Eretz Israel of
Bueno> “ires and I think director of a publishing
concearm#¥

" * have not seen Dr,“ilver s book"Where
Judaism Yiffered" but T'll as._k M@Millan to send it
ke me,first for reviewing in Eretz lsreal,before
opining on a possible translatios into ®panish".

I reviewad the book while in Miami “each last
winter for a couple of groups.Then on®d group,
of which Rabbi Herman Cohen,formerly of St Paul
and we are members,at my sumgges tion used 1t
for a seminar.

My earneét desire to see the book oirculated
widely caused me to write Yr Mibashan,whose
magazine I represent in US,about the book.

Hope all 1is well with vou and yours,from Leah
and 1,al] @ood wishes, \
Sincerely yours, \

: el 20 NN

KA

J




WALTER WOLFF
214 Riverside Drive
New York 25, New York

July 25 1957

Dear Dr. Silver,

I just finished vour book " Where Judaism g#iffere
and I want to thank vou for this most interesting and
instructive work,which * enjoyed immensely.

In connection with your thoughts on Kohelet may I
recormmend perhaps tne short commentary on this subject
though written in Uerma% by the late Dr, vYarl.-zbach of
nambureg.ile considers Kohelet,althoursh under “reek in-
fluence es a most Jewish book and reaches a just onrnosite
conclusion.

I consider his little book in language &s

interpretation gquit: singular and I would

it to you,believing Lhat vou may find some pleesure in

it. I only beg of you to return it to me,because it is

not to be hed anvmore.

Sincerely yours

Lol len /deﬁf




Vr, C3car lecnard
Haymon (n Hadsor, llew York

ear ¥r. ieonard:

Thank you for your Tetter of Mulv 23rd which I am taking the liberty
ol acknowledging in 1T, Silver!s absence from the country,

ar) T shall be

hen I're Silver returns (the berfnndne of Sertemh

pleased to vee *hai » iabtter rece‘ves b A > ati

ention,

Very truly you




July 37, 195?

" Jnlw 25th which T am taking the

Tr, Silverts absence from the

™

Ty Ietter racety




THE JEWISH CHRONICLE

The Organ of Brinish Jewry—FEstablished 1841.

32 Furnival Street, London, E.C.4

Telephone : HOLborn 9252 * Telegrams: laechron, London, Telex.




September 3, 1957

¥r. Walter Wolff
21); Riverside "rive
New York 25, Yew York

Near Mr., Wolff:

Upon my return from "™ rooe T found y-ur gracicus note of July
25th.

I wish to thank you for what vou say &b at mv book and for your
offer to send me = commentarvy on Kohelet by !'re (arlebache 1
shall be most happy to reccive the book and will retorn it to
you after 7 have read it.

With kind regards and all good wishes, T remain

dost cordislly yours,

ABBA HILLEL S5i'VER




Dr. Norman F, Frimer
Pinai B'rith Hillel Foundations
1520 Flatbush /venue
Prookiyn 17, New York

My dear Ir. Frimer:

Mpon my return from Furope T found your letter of July 15th.

Thank yon so much for the things which you say about my book. T am
happy that it is receiving such a warm welcome evervwhere.

Referring to laimeonides? quotation, vou will find it in the Home
Edition of the ifishneh lorah (1L30), MHilchot 'elachim, Chapter Il
The lo=ad Harev Kook recently published a photostatic edition of
this 7ome Fdition of the Vishneh Torah Jerusalem 1955) and you
will find this quotation on paresty2=3,

I hope that the "'nai Elrith is making rood use of the book in
bringing it to the attention of the students in the various illel
Foundations, The book might be rarticularly heloful among the
young men of owr universities.

With all pood wishes, 1T remain

Cordially vours,

ABBA HILIEL SIIVIR
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September 27, 1957

ir. . Holff
21l Riverside "rive
New York 25, New York

Dear lr. Wolff,
r, Silver has asked that T write to you advising that the
book which you so kindly sent him, "Das Puch Koheleth", has

been returned to you today under separate cover,

'r. Silver enjoyed very much reading it and again thanks you for
having loaned it to him,

In Dr. Silver's behalf T convey to you best wishes for a happy
New Year,

Sincerely,

Miss Sophia Tevine
Secretary to 'r., Silver
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Literary
Section

_“Let thy shelves...be...thy gardens.

" ... Judah ibn Tibbon

Srnphrnher 1957 — Elul 5717

Edited by Jewish Book Council of America

SECTION TWO

‘All Rivers Run to the Sed’

WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED. By Abbo Hillel Silver. Mew York, Maocmillan
Company, and tha Jewith Publication Socisty of Amaeriea, 1956,

318 poges. $4.50.

R. SILVER'S volume is a notable eontribution te the
religious life of the Jewish people; it is likewise a
stimulus and a challenge to the adherents of all religious
people everywhere., Its whole approach and attitude is fresh

and exciting. It sends a refresh-

ing and viviflving stream of thought

into inler-religious relationships. Here

al last is an appeal

o recognize the dif-

ferences among

great religions. Here

is a noble appeal to

the things that make

Judaism different

from other religions.

We hear too much

of the great unities

that underlie the

universal faiths of

A.h'lm m“l‘ 5“!‘.? man k | n d 1“ th{!

point where some actually look upon

the different religions as the disruptive

force in human history. They become

advocates of surrendering the unigue-

nesses of each of the world's religions

in order to create a kind of Esperanto

Religion. That way, they hold, lies the
perfect age and a united mankind.

Not so—this fine book by Rabbi Abba

Hillel Silver—scholar, rabbi, statesman.

He appeals not for uniformity of faiths,

Furceful Frasentullun of

Reconstructionist Views
QUESTIONS JEWS ASK: Reconstructionist Ams-
wers, By Mordecai M. Koplan, MNew York,
Recomstructionist Press, 1956. 532 pages.

$4.75.

OWEVER the future evaluates the
Reconstructionist movement in
American Jewish life, it must record
two facls that are in-
controvertible. The
first is that it has
been the only heroic
effort indigenous to
the American scene
that has sought to
grapple with the
problem of Judaism
in a fresh, new way
in accord with the
outloock and knowl-
Mordecal M. Koplen 5.0 men in the 20th
century possess. The second is the life,
thought and personality of its founder
and most eloquent and creative thinker,
Continved on poge §

Continved en poage 4
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The Man With Blg Eyes
And an Equally Big Heart

TAKE MY LIFE. By Eddis Contor, with Jans
Keiner Ardmere. Garden City, Mew York,
Doubleday & Co., 1957. 288 poges. $3.95.

WE have here the anecdotal story
of Isidore Itzkowitz of Henry
Street who become the world-famous
Eddie Cantor. Raised

by his grandmother

who eked out a pre-

carious living as a

shadchen, motion

seller, and one wom-

an employment

agency for servant-

girls on New York's

East Side, Cantor .

had little formal A&

education, Jewish or Sy
secular, but he Eddie Contor
learned about philanthropy as one of
the first youngslers sent to Surprise
Lake Camp by the Educational All-

Cnlmnnd on pages S

Writers and Their Works

THE LITERATURE OF MODERMN 1SRAEL By Reubsn Wallenred. Mew York,
Abslord-Schumon, 1956, 153 poges.

E cannot blink the fact that even the educated Amer-
ican Jew knows little of modern Hebrew literature,
Thanks to such writers as Maurice Samuel, the names of
great Jewish moderns like Sholom Aleichem and Isaae
Loeb Peretz have become beiter known among a handful,

$4.50.

The name of Bialik finds an echoing
responseé here and there. Mention these
and, one must confess, the rest is a
terra incognita.

Perhaps for a long time to come
Amercan Jews will know modern Jew-
ish literature mainly through transla-
tion. It is living Jewishly at second
hand, but that is beller than not living
at all. At the same time as we raise our
sights in spreading a reading knowledge
of Hebrew, thus opening the channels
of communication between the creative
Jewish writers in Israel and the Jews
of the Diaspora, we need books that
will bring to us the good news ol érea-
tive writing in modern Hebrew

Simon Halkin's Modern Hebrew Liut-
eraiure and Reuben Wallenrod's The
Literature of Modern Israel serve this
useful purpose. Dr. Halkin's volume,
now aboul seven years old, helped its
readers to an understanding of the
trends and values found in modern He-
brew lilerature, It was an excellent vols
ume. Dr. Wallenrod, whe i= Professor:

Coulinued om 'mglli

The Genial Charm of the Man Shines Through;

HEINRICH HEINE: A Biogrophical Anthology.
Edited by Huge Bicher. Tramlated from the
Germon by Moses Hades. MNew York, Jew-
ish Publication Society of America, 1956.
457 pages. 354,00

HEINE AND HIS HERITAGE: A Stwdy of Judaic
Lors In HWis Work. By liroel Tobak, MNew
York, Twayna Publishers, 1956. 338 pages.
%$4.50.

HAT Heine said of his teacher,
Schlegel, could be said with jus-

Lice of himself: “Invisible graces about

him flutter.” The genial charm of the

man shines even through his outbursts
of temper, his sometimes petty (though
acidly clever) satires on humanity.

Even in those poems that are “pain

dipped in honey,"” or when his words

are bitter because he is sick at heart,
one finds an unfailing felicity of pose
and expression. This is one way of say-
ing that the poet was graced, that
neither misforlune nor error could
upset the happy balance on which his
intellect and sensibllity rested. In this

gense Heine's genius is classical. H®
is difficult, not always lovely, bul never
monstrous. His effects are various. but
he is always in command of them; both
the personality and the art are su-
perbly orchestrated.

AT least this is the image presented
in Hugo Bieber's excellent biographical
anthology of Heine: the poel as seen
through a revealing selection of poems,
essays and letters with the editor al-
ways on hand to illuminate the dark
or difficult passages. Heine's relation-
ship to Judaism is perhaps the most
striking instance of his genius. He
stands as a kind of prototype of Lhe not
quite assimilated European Jewish in-
tellectual. All the possible atlitudes.
are Lhere, but stated with a boldness’
and lucidity that have never been
equalled, For Heine Judaism was both
a curse and a blessing. 1t remained

Continued on poge ¥
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To Revive the Best Traditions of German-Jewish Scholarship

PUBLICATIONS OF THE LEQO BAECK INSTITUTE
OF JEWS FROM GERMANY. YEAREBECOK 1.
1956, Edited by Rebert Weltech, Distribu-
tor: Philadelphio, lewith Publicotion Society
of America, Londen: Eost and West Li-

brary. 4856 poges. 5550
HIS volume is a remarkable at-
T tempt to revive the best traditions

of the distinguished German-Jewish
scholarship of the past and. in this re-
viewer's opinion, a successful and
promising beginning in this direclion.

The volume is prefaced by two in-
traduclory papers by Sicgfried MAloszes
and Robert Wesliseh recording the ac-
tivities to dale of the recently ereated
Leo Baeck Institule, itz ambitious pro-
gram for the future, is planning for
the next few yecars and the philosophic
found:ations of this rescarch,

The twenly odd contributions to the
volume are ceniered on three funda-
mental themes. The first one is the
historical bridee from the Past to the
Present; here the problems of the pre-
emancipation and emancipalion period
are competently discussed by the out-
standine German-Jewish hislorian S.
Stern-Taeubler and in a thorough study
of H. D. Schmidt. A particularly val-
uible coniribution to the economic his-
tory of German Jews in modern times
is Bernard D. Weinryvb's learned studv
supplemented wilh “Some Reflections
on the Jewish Participation in German
Economie Life"™ by Eduard Rosenbaum,

The main subject of the volume is,
however, the study of the catastrophe
of the German Jews in the early stages
of the Nnzl regime, The editors did not

The Reaurries of the Human Spirit.

THOUGHT AND TRUTH: A CRITIQUE OF PHILOS-
= OPHY: ITS SOURCE AND MEANING. By M.
™ Maisels. Tronslated by Abrehem Regeleon.
~ New York, Bockman Associotes, 1956, 359
- Puge:.

BRANSLATED from the Hebrew into
= excellent, though difficult, English,
this is a philosophic exploration of the
realities of the human spirit and its
world, not a work of philosophy in the
traditional sense of logical analysis and
synthesis.

The absence of legical, scientific proc-
esses in Maisels' philosophy is necessi-
tated by its fundamental orientation.
Reasoning is part of the operation of
cognition, but cognition does noi deal
with the truth of the human spirit: it
deals with nature which is the direct
opposite of humanily., The irreconcil-
able dualism of man and nature, deeply
anchored in the make-up of human
reality, is reflected in a multiplicity of
derivative conirasts: the characteristic
wepects of man's world are will, the
dndividual, philosophy, time, and moral-
dty, whereas the features of nature are

daw, science, and space. Man lives his
¥eal, human life in a world of his own
making, This self-made world com-
Prises its own truth, ethics, art, and
“religion.

intend to delve into the gruesome de-
taile of Nazi erimes and of the Jewish
guifferings, but directed their efforts to
uncover another less known, alas! too
little known, and important chapter of
those tragic years: German Jewry's
moral resistance to Nazism in the years
1933-38, till the ominous Kristallnight
pogroms, and the struggle for spiritual
survival. The study by Max Gruene-
wald about the beginning of the
“Reichsvertretung” (Representalion of
the German Jews) is a noteworthy
piece of detailed and mature historical
treatment of recent past, still so alive
in the haunted memories of the sur-
vivors. This paper is supplemented by
a moving posthumous personal tribute
to two martyr-leaders of German Jew-
rv, by the late Rabbi Leo Baeck, one of
the leading Jewish men of our genera-
tion in whose memory the Leo Baeck
Institule is named. A deep insight into
the inner struggle of German Jewry
and its silent battle against the Nazi
encroachments is presented in the bril-
liantly written papers by Ernst Simon
and Nahum Glatzer discussing adult
education and the Frankfort Lehrhaus,
respectively, and in the solid study on
Jewish schools in Germany by Hans
Gaertner. The studies on Jewish The-
ater and the Jewish Press, respeclive-
ly. by Herbert Freeden and Margaret
T. Edelheim-Muehsam, present a use-
ful survey and catalogue of Jewish cul-
tural activities in both fields. A num-
ber of weighly treatises on Jewish
thought and its re-orientation were pre-
pared by Alexander Altmann, Hans
Lirbeschuetz, Yeschayahu Wolfsberg

Leo Boeck

and Felix Weltsch. Finally, several col-
lections of documentary material with
much helpful bibliographical data,
archival information, statistics of Jow-
ish emigration from Germany and
photostats of pictorial material are
presented by five authors.

The volume ends with two com-
petently prepared bibliographies com-
piled by the Wiener Library in London
and Gustav Ormann, respectively.

PHILI® FRIEDMAN,

growth of this human world in which
each moment is absolute for itself , and
yet it is absorbed in the future that
follows it and which it enriches.

It would be senseless and foolhardy
here to attempt a criticism of the work,
One may say that, in its own terms, it
contains relatively weak chapters, such
as Lhe one on art which unfortunately
conceives its subject as art-appreciation
and such as the one on Christianity in
which the Jewish author was obviously
not quite able to fit this phenomenon
into his historical scheme. Bul then it
conlains convincing ones such as the
one on suffering, death, and love. In
principle one can welcome this on-
slaught against all forms of Spinozistic
monism which dangerously identifies
spirit with nature, while, to the con-
trary, one may hold that nature is not
ontologically disparate from spirit but
rather is to be conquered by it, in
the Kantian sense. Such an approach
would, among other things, avoid
the dehumanization of seience which
Maisels perpetrates,

STEVEN 8. SCHWARZSCHILD.

Give Jewish Books

History is the process ol

= =

‘All Rivers Run
To the Sea’

Continved from pege 1
but for the acceptance of differences as
of right. “All rivers run to the sea. but
their courses and channels differ wide-
ly. Each system of thought has its own
ltexture and pattern, and each faith its
own perspectives.” There are, of
course, great common unities: they
must ever be kept in mind, But, the
differences are real and they must ever
be respected and reverenced, and never
ohscured,

Beautifully written, rich with learn-
ing, directed to the vital issues of life
that are the concern of Jews and all
religi:-.:-us people, Rabbi Silver's book
examines and discusses at least four-
teen different areas of reli zious experi-
ence and points out where Judaism dif-
fers from Christianity and Tslam and
other religions. In doing this. Rabbij
Sllver, by use of contrast ithough with-
out derogation to other faiths) helps
to clarify and accentuate Jewish values
and Jewish contributions to the spirit-
ual life of mankind. This book will
long be read, admired, and come to be
loved as a treasure-trove of Judaism. It
should be on one's bookshelf.

M.J C




October 1, 1957

Mr. Geﬁrge Be Mayer
616 The Arcade
Cleveland 1ll, Ohio

My dear Ceorge:
Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness in sending me a copy of

"Circle® which contains a review of my book WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED,
It is indeed a very fine review and T read it with much pleasure.

1 have been very gratified with the way the bock has been received
and with its distribution,

I trust that you are well and I send you all my good wishes for
the coming year,

With warmest regards, T remain

Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILIEL SILVER
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Octover 11, 1957.

Mr. leon A, Feldmar, Director
Department of 'dult Fducation
Jewish Fdueation Comm. of Vew York
1776 Eroadway

New York 19, New York

My dear 'r, Feldmans

Thank you for your letter of Uctober 8th. 7 was pleased to
learn that you intend to use WHERE JUDAISE U/ FFIRED as one of
the major texts at the Seminar which will be held under the
auspices of the Jewish "ducation Committee for community center
and social service personnel.

It has been a source of deep satisfaction to me that so many groups
are using ny bock for study purposes.

Ae you know, the book was oublished by the ‘acm’'llan Company. The
Temple purchases whatever mumber of copies it requires from the
Macmillan Bompany and receives the cugtemsry library reduction

of L0O% and therefore pays $2,70 per @9§y. 1 believe that you
could obtain the same rates directly froam Macmillane

With warmest regards and all good wishes for the Lew year, I

remain
Cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON

COURT HOUSE, BOSTON

JENNIE LOITMAN BARRON
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

JENNIE LOITMAN BARRON

JUSTICE
MumiciFaL CouRT
CITY oOF BOSTON







ROSENBLATT & ENSELMAN YELEPHONE HANGVER 2-0890
COUNSELORS AT LAW CABLETRTGSEFEDER"

ISiDoR ENSELMAN

BERNARD A ROSENBLATT 80 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 4. N_Y
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MRS, FEANCIS J. BLOUSTEIN
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MAX COHEN
THEODORE CORM
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H. SANFORD FINE
BERNARD H. FRIEDMAN
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ELIAS ONDERWYZER
HERMAN POBLIMNER
SAMUEL SCHMEEWEISS
MILTON SEELIG
HAROLD SHAFPIRO
BEMJAMIN SILVERMAN
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246th STREET AND INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

RIVERDALE 71, N. Y.

Klngsbridge 8-3800-1

CHAS. E. SHIUTLMAN

Rabbi

November 7, 1957

Dear Colleague:

Since I quote you in the enclosed
article I thought it might interest you. I felt
at the time I reviewed your book and still feel
that 1t will be a "vade mecum" for a good many of
us in days to come when we are looking for authority
end for conskse expression of that authority

vis a vis the Jewish point of view on enduring
sub jects.

Regards and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Wlantanl A uicen

Charles E. Sﬁ;iman

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
Cleveland
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OF THE WEST

SANTA SUSANA, CALIFORNI FIRESIDE 6-1131

-

tires that I wanted
he interestine devel
place in our B i
yanta Susana. oomehow 1t
obably because there 1is

:
hard to0 do it in a letter.

this time I want to tell you haw prateful I

1 4+~

1 te you for your book "Where Judaism Differed".
I found it of cat value to myself, and I have
introduced it a text book for our Advanced In-
stitutes. Lvervone who has read it has expressed
his thanks to me for having recommended the book,

wr -

thesge

Abba Hillel Silver

AFFILIATED WITH THE BRANDEIS YOUTH FOUNDATION




EE/1000

2 Palace Green,
London, W.8.
13 November 1957

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL

Dear Dr. Silver,

Thank you so much for your kindness and
thoughtfulness in sending me your book, which I found
today upon my return from Israel. 1 have seen the
favourable reviews of the book in the press, and I
shall read it with great interest.

iy wife and I have spent two months in
Israel, which was the first long home leave we have
had for many years. It was indeed a most interesting
and inspiring stay.

We were delighted to see you and lirs. Silver
when you were here.

With kindest regards to both of you in which
my wife joins me.

Yours very sincerely,

Rgbbi Dr. Abba Hillel S5ilver,
The Temple,

Cleveland,

Ohio, U.S.A.
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"TEMPLE EMANUBL

MARTIN J. ZION Mississippi at Twelfth
RABBI DAVENPORT o |OWA

November 13, 1957

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,

E. 105th St at Ansel Hd.
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Dr. Silver:

I am enclosing & brief review of your
book, I recently read in the Garret Tower
Quarterly.

1 thought you might be interested in
reading a Christian's estimate.

Tou know of jyour colleegues views,
For myself, I have read it with tremendous

benefit.
Sincernr ly; |
a vu;m}}.££:§P\

Rsbbi Marti

MJIZ/be
Encl:
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iiabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Chioe.

labbi Silver:
[he deep s d inspiration whi
of your VEET‘¢$W“ HDPP - ha*n Judaism
ress to you my appreciation and gratitude,

flthough I am not totally lackin~ in oride of Jow :

your scholarly beok not Dnl# provided a meaninz and jusLL?icbu on

for that pride, - a raison d'etre - but also zave it a nowerful

stimilus, Its inspirational and educational messaze brourht me much

Joy; not for many years have I experienced such a spiritual uplift,
:'.11'3.}]1-31‘-"""" the title is YWhere Judaism i 'f_‘nw-n,-- +h:

is, in a very ‘eal sense, an inspiring presentation of What

and that is something many of us need to lmow - and S0, appri

a great work, beautifully done,

{ /7

I f
,ffAfEE-HLL{, ;f?iﬁi

g

\__James lMazin




(original given to AHS)

2L N. Goodman St.
Rochester 7, N.Y.
November 18, 1957

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

The deep satisfaction and inspiration which I derived from
the reading of your very fine work "Where Judaism Differed" impel me
to express to you my appreciation and gratitude,

Although I am not toatlly lacking in pride of Jewishness,
your scholarly book not only provided a meaning and justification
for that pride, - a raison d'etre - but also gave it a powerful
stimulus, Its inspirational and educational message brought me much
Joy; not for many years have I experienced such a spiritual uplift.

Although the title is "Where Judaism Differed" the book

is, in a very real sense, an inspiring presentat:on of What Judaism Is;
and that is something many of us need to know - and so, appreciate,

Thank you, Rabbi, for a great work, beautifully done.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

/s/ James Mazin

James Magin




Movember 19, 1957

Rabbi Martin J. Zion
Temple Emamuel
Mississippl at Twelflth
Ihﬂnport. Iowa

My dear Rabbi 7ion:

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness in sending me the
review of my book which appeared in the Garret Tower Quarterly.

The review does not, of course, surprise me. Many Orthodex

Christian circles will not like this book. On the other hand,

it has been gratifying to receive reviews from more liberal
Christian periodicals which comment on the fairness of the
book's apnroach,

I am happy that the book is being so well received by our
people throughout the country,

With warmest regards and all pood wishes, T remain

Very cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt
80 Broad Street
New York L, Yew York

Ly dear Bermard:
Thank you so much for your lovely letter. I have just returned

from 2 convention in New Orleans or T should have eanswered your
letter earlier,

I am pleased that you have enjoyed reading my book '"HERE JUDAISM
DIFFERED, I am very gratified at the reception the book is getting
all over the country. It has evidently supplied a need, especially

among the younger generation and the intellectual groups,

With reference to the two specific matters which you raise: the
statement on page 66 relative to the majoriiy which was required

for acquittal is correct. In cases of capital crimes, the unanimity
of the judges was not required either for conviction or acquitial,
nor was a two-third vote required. A simple majority was required
for acquittal while a majority of two julzes in the court of twenty=-
three judges was required for conviction. I{ a majority among the
twenty=-three judpes for conviction was no greater ithan one, new
Judges had to be added to the court until a result was reaconed
either for acquittal by a simple majority or a conviction by a
greater number than one.

As far as the estimated population of the Roman Empire at the be-
ginning of the Common Era is concerned, opinions vary, The author-
ities who speak of seventy to eighty million may be correct. The
figure which I used was probably the more realistic. T am looking
into the matter further.

With warmest regards and hoping to see you in the near future; I
remain

As ever »

ABBA HILIEL SILVER




November 19, 1957

Mr, James Mazin

2l N. Goodman Street
Rochester 7, New York
My dear l'r, Magin:

1 wish to thank you for ycur thoughtfulness in writing to me. I
am glad you found my book WHERE JUDAISH DIFFERED helpful,

It has been gratifying to me to hear of the favorable response
which the book is enjoying throughout the country.

With warmest repgards and again thanking you for writing to me
I remain

Very cordially yours,




Necember 11, 1957

Dr. We von Ti-ﬂiul
7. £venue Beaucour
Paris (8°) France

My dear 'r. Veisel:

Tt is with pleasure that T received your letter of October 28th,
"ue to my frequent absences from the city this reply has been
unfortunately delayed,

Since receiving your letter T have also received the review of
ny book from your pen which appeared in the Haboker == a most
thoughtful and sympathetic review which I deeply appreciated,
I have been generally pleased with the mammer in which my book
has been received., Tt has evidently supplied 2 need,

I read with great care the notes on certain passages én my book
which you included in your letter. I am very grateful to you for
them. They are very illuminating even where vou disagree with
one or two of my conclusionses I shall certainly keep your ob~
servations in mind when T come to revise the volume for a second
edition. Tn the meantime you may be interested to know that four
printings of the first edition have already appeared.

I have been corresponding about a Hebrew translation and 1 hope
that when T an in Israel this forthcoming April I will be in
position to make final arrangements for 2 translation. It would
be fine if the work were translated into French, Have you any
sugpestions in this regard?

With warmest regards, and hoping to see you in the not too distant
future and with best Chanukah greetings, T remain

¥ost cordially yours,









