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Secretary to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Friends 

I am enclosing order blanks for books that were 
requested at the Annual Dinner for Reform Judaism, that Dr. 
Silver addressed on Sunday evening in Philadelphia. Dr. Silver 
agreed to autograph the copiea arxi have them mailed. 

Would you be good enough to fill the enclosed 
requests, one of which has been paid. The others should be 

billed. 

JYZ1RB 

Cordially, 

Ra~~};:\1on 

============================================= C O N S Tl T U E N T C O N G R E G A T I O N S ========================================== 
Beth David Reform Congregation 

Beth Or 

Boulevard Temple 

Congreg1tion Rodeph Shalom 

Congregation Temple Judea 

Ivy Ridge Jewish Community Center 

Main line Reform Temple Beth Elohim 

Old York Road Temple 

Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel 

Temple Emanuel Reform Congregation 

Temple Shalom- levittown 
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Feb ary 7, 1957 

• ern r i J. berget 
est d Synago 
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Jew York 24• ork 

ear cernies 
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• . ..,.,.___,_ .. .,, ... D .. 
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of "!la COUtl ry • i 

Tru tL g t t u. 11 and than 
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BA HILL 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

ELIAHU BEN-HORIN 

~.,,.. 639 West End Avenue 
~ 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

~ Endicott 2 - 8589 

February lhth, 1957 

I just finished reading WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED and wish to 
congratulate you on having written this book. 

To be able to present such an erudite comparison between 
religions in a style so fluent as to make of it an enchanting 
narrative for a layman like me - is an extraordinary- achievement. 

To draw the co■parison throughout the ages with so IIIUCh 

Jewish pride, sinning neither in arrogance nor in apologetics, 
is an accomplishment which will me.ke of WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED 
one of the aost outstanding and authoritative interpretations 
in 110dem times of the Jewish stand in the world. 

When and how - amidst your many preoccupations and the 
harassment of current affairs and ctlses - did you find the 
time, the peace of mind and the power of concentration to 
produce this remarkable volume, is beyond me. 

Yasher Koakh, 

----
Elailm Ben-Horin 
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February 19 9 1~57 

of r thoughtfu ness in wrl ting to 
1 ;r fv~ d!y µpr~'iate 

iO l :.>l 

I mn happy that iiip and FLorence are among the reb Ir ~ttend­
ant:a at your services. 'Ibey re onderfu-ly fine peoplo. 

1th all good wt hea 9 I nmain 

Very cordi-lly y ·rr., 

AHStel 





PUBLISHED BY 

THE 
FOREST CITY 

PUBLISHING COMPANY 
CLEVELAND 14,OHIO 

CLEVELAND NE'WS 
EVENING EXCEPT SUNDAY 

SUPERIOR AVE . AT EAST 18TH STREET 

CLEVELAND 14,0HIO 

-i r::!h 18, 195? 

Dr. Abb Hillel 0ilv r, 
Th8 T _ n:ple , 
C . +-1 -.,y . 

e--r .J • Silver: 

STERLING E GRAHA M 
PRE.SIOfNJ 

CHARLES F McCAH I LL 
SfMIOR V ICE PRf.5101!.'Hl 

JOHN A VAN BUREN 
VfCC PRCSID('NT 

N R . HOWARD 
EDITOR 

LEO P DOYLE 
8US1Nl.SS t,4AMA0CA 

Thank you much ~or the auto r o h, 
copy of your excellent book ... hich I've just f inishe ~ r ec din • 

I foun1 it both informative ~n 
hi Jhly interPstin • Inf ct, I almost fe2l as if I've j st com­
pletei another course in comp rative r~li ·on. 

You may b ~ 
consi ,ler it one of the tre sures in my 

e at I'll l·vays 
r~ry . 

All ood ·i~hP.s to you . 

Sinc8re ly, 

,illiem Din oo i P. 



.. ' . 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY OF TEANECK 

T EANECK, N . J. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street arrl Ansel Road 
Clevelai d, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

rch 23, 1957 

":ie have had several requests for your book, ·fuere Judaism 
Differs . .. 

Although ·re have checked Cumulative oo I dex we have been 
1IDable to locate this book . 

Ca 1 you tell us where re might purchase or borrow this 
book? 

I am, Sir, 

Yours sincerely 

Bert~ K. Goodstein 
Circulation Department 
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HONORARY OFFICERS 

SCGOUTS 

INCORPORATED 
FEBRUARY 8, 1910 

CHARTERED BY CONGRESS 
JUNE 15, 1916 

DIVISION OF RELATIONSHIPS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Honorary President 

Herbert Hoover, Honorary Vice President 

Ho,ry S. Truman, Honorary Vice President 

Amory Houghton, Honorary Vice President 

John M . Schiff, Honorary Vice Prasidenl 
NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 

Wheeler McMdlen, Chairman 

J. A . Brunton, Jr ., O,r<tetor 

George J. fisher, Notional Scout Commissioner 

Elbert K. Fretwell, Chief Scout 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Kenneth K . Bechtel, President, Son Franc isco 

Francis W . Holch, Vice President, Boston 

Cherry l. Emerson, Vice President, Atlanta 

Gale f . Johnston, Vice President, St . Louis 

Ell sworth H. Augustus, Vice President, Cleveland 
Norton Clopp, Vice President, Seattle 

Gerald f. Sea l, Treasurer, New York 

Arthur A. Schuck, Chief Scout Eucutive 

Pl iny H. Powers, Deputy Chief Scout Executi'fe 

Rabbi Aoba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

TELEPHONE CHARTER 9- 6000 

CA8L[ A DRESS 
11

BOYSCA~ £•. Mt ~ 81tUNSW "· N f W JI FtSLV" 

Maren 28, 1957 

JEWISH RELATIONSHIPS SERVICE 

frank L. Weil, Cho,rmon 

Horry losker, D,rector 

I only u to pa e 115 of your booK " re J daism Differed", but 
humble opinion you have 
subject in our eneration . 

I can no longer refrain 1"rom t lling you th y 
written one of the mot brilliant book on a J i h 

It combines history, a olo etics, theology, and homiletics. It is 
the kind of book that re uire slow thoughtful r eadin in oroer to obtain every 
nuance hid en in your words. 

Dr. Silver, if you don't devote the remaining years of your life -
and may hey be many - to further expositions of Jewish history and Torah in 
the same grand scale of cholarship as you have done in thi book, the Jem. h 
people will be the poorer for generations. 

Until now I have known you primarily as the reatest orator and champion 
of the Jewish people in the council of nations. I also haver ad mot of your 
previous works . But, this book reveals you as the scholar, ar exc llance. 

Your book ranks a.men the great cla sics of J ewisn literature, inc udin , 
"The Guide for the Perplexed" and "The Kusari." The only thing that remains to 
be done with "Where Judaism Differed" is to h ve it translated into Hebre by a 
modern ibn Tibbon. 

With all good wishes and personal regards, 

NA TIONAl COUNCIL 

IOY scours OF AMERICA 
HEW IRUNSW,c,c, NfW 'ERSIY 

Sincerely yours 

~tUOUTS,0-f~l-"'l-..-\. 

~Le 
a tiona.l rector 

Jewish rtelationshi s 

~ 

" DO A 0000 TU.,_N DAILY" 
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. ~ Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations . s3s FIFTH AVE •uE, NEW voRK 21, N. v. 

DEPARTME T OF EDUCATION, EMANUEL GAMORA , PH. D., Director 

a c 29, l,, 57 

Dear Ab a, 

oth Mamie d I wee del' hted and felt it s a 
genuine joy to ad of the special serv · ce of anks-
,ivi g that was arran ed ·n yo r honor . I su 

t at wi tb our frie d Ri ha d Tucker participat • 
and • th your help it as a memora le aJ . 

This is merely a no ... e to extend our h art· est co a ·at'l,­
lations and bes , wisr s to you for many many mo 
haopy years o se ·ice. 

I want, to take tr e op ortuni sa. e time to t 11 
you that I hav ·ust is e ~ your book, 1 e 
J dais i"'fered, 11 and ·t easure to read it . 
After tte many efforts ha have beer are to talk about 
Judea-Christiane hies , it 'S oo to see one book 
hich a· d not detra fro the th· 1 rs in whi we ag e 

but mak s clear the importan asp cts in wlich we differ. 

Once a th C n join me 
hearty ll <, to Virginia and to you . 
Hillel , 1.n also 

Dr. Ab a H"llel Silver 
19 10 haker Boule ard 
S . ker Hei nts, Ohio 

•an to be memoer 

Faithfully yours, 

i ex ndin a 
I 0 

d to y . 

152.9 



CHAMBERS OF 
SIMON E. SOBELOFF 

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE 

BALTIMORE 2, MARYLAND 

~niteh ~tates C!Iourt of J\ppeals 

Jlf oudq Juhirinl Qtircuit 

Marc 29, 1957 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Through the kindness of our mutual 

friend, Harry Walker, I received a copy 

of your latest book, "Where Judaism 

Differed." 

I value the book especially because 

of your inscription. Already I have had 

an opportunity to dip into it, and what 

I have tasted whets my appetite for more. 

With every good wish, I am 

ses/hds 

Siaon ~. Sobeloff 

630 U. S.Court House 

B timore 2, Md. 

Sincere yours, J. 
~ ( 

~ . 

Simon E. Sobeloff 
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J .... .\.MES G. McDO ALD 

5 2 EMPIRE TATE BUILD! o 

TEW YORK 1, .. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

April 8th, 1957 

I delayed writing you about your WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED 
until I had time to, not only read it very carefully but, 
also, reread aany sections. 

DRY T · 7 565 

It is an extraordinarily revealing and persuasive scholar­
ly presentation. 

My only regret is that at least a small portion of the 
vast sums being spent to increase the understanding of Judaism 
among non-Jews could not be made available to place a copy 
of your study in the hands of each Protestant pastor in the 
country. The educational effect of such a distribution would, 
in my opinion, 1.Jlmeasurably outweigh any comparable expenditure 
in interfaith activitiee. 

I appreciate very much the warm approval in your note 
of February 15th of my statement before the Senate Committees. 

Cordially yours, 

•
1~,J/J1 ~f 

/ I ' 
1 

_/JAMES O. MCDONALD 

J 

I 



founded 1925 os Yidd1Sh Sc1ent if1c ln111•ute-YIVO 

~,,~"- toito"toC)"N il'~V';to~lUlJ)C"ii il.'t!J"i~" 
YIVO INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH RESEARCH 

DIYOTID TO THI SOCIAL SCIENCES AND THE HUMANITIES 

1048 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 28, N. Y. • LEhigh 5-6i00 • Cables: YIVO, NEW YORK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland 22, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

We should very much like to secure a copy of you.r book, 
Where Judaism Differed, for our Library. 

Would it be possible for you to arrange for us to receive 
a gift copy? As you may perhaps know, we are currently operating on 
the lowest possible operable budget and our appropriation for library 
acquisitions is a token figure. Therefore, your good offices in our 
behalf would be most appreciated. 

With Passover greetings, 

Yours very sincerely, 

~~re~~ 
HB/h Ass•t. to the Exec. Director 



• Imdel reky 
21&3 at 14th reet 

Tork 3, York 

' . ar Friend: 
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April ll, 19S7 

Thank you so eh tor yoor briet and tart note. •-·-ci t.e your 
thoughtto.lness in sendin Yiddillh min ot book which 
appeared in c~. It is tranelation ot the rerin or Dr. 
Solomon • t ehof hich aPD1.ared in t rican ionist. 

article ab u hieh y sa )'0\1 te .tor t doar 
never reae cl • 

over 
D • I 

t re,., rs rxi , .s 0 ss r 

V r , 

AB HIL s 
ABS1al 



A NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 

Air Mai - Spe ial De ivery 

Rabb1 Abba Hillel Sil,er 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabi Silver: 

ESTABLISHED IN 1888 

222 N. FIFTEENTH STREET • PHILADELPHIA 2 • PA. • LOcust 7-4218 

9, 19 7 

I checked into the Wilmington situation i.mr-Jediately after talkin wit 
you this marring and learned t e +>allow· n fr P. clerk vf".o 11.::indl d 
th transaction: It is t e pr a tice o t e oci ty ogive eac~ e b r 
the privilege of selecting one volum oer ti le eac. year . Addi io al 
vol mes must be urchased at list nrice, less 20% . Consequen ly wen 
t P. ohone ca 1 cam in f r om ilmi on asK · e woul s i co is 
of your bcok ,our clerk c eked or i ee ·n tat the 1ilmi g on 
Fed ration was a e be sh1ooed the boos a matter of fact, I 
rec 11 tha she checked thtq t ansaction rit , an told e that 
there was no o jection to our sellin e book in volume at t e mb r -
sh: discount -- ass ta t ese were wante by an inst·tu ion or 
p izes or pifts . 

rally, this situation will not occur since any institution urc. asin 
books for re ale can do better by o £Y to t e tra e pub • sh r , w ere 
th y get as high as J10 , than b comin~ to us 0 re the d • cco nt oes 
not exceed 20% . 

I a convinc d hat h Wilmington situa .. ion was ique a d can oromis 
ycu ta it wil not recur , sine our .lerk WP e · ssued orders tod y 
that any mer.her who r ue ted a auan i t;v- of : ot r book w s o be refe red 
to Mac •li llan . 

May I ur ge you to consider favorably t e reprint plan which we work d 
out wit aci illan . Our initial r inting is within eve a hun red 
copi .s of bein,:r sold and we in o r elves •. ho book if h 
is an d e n . a sit tion would be diffic lt to 

X 1 in . 

• h best regards . 

MA 

LZ:s b Sec t 

OFFICERS 
EDWIN WOLF, 2nd, President; Chief Justice HORACE STERN, SOL SATINSKY, Dr. JACOB R. MARCUS, Vice Presidents; MYER FEINSTEIN, TreHurer 
Judge LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL, Chairman, Publication Committee; Dr. SOLOMON GRAYZEL, Editor; LESSER ZUSSMAN, Executive Secretery 
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COPY COPY COPY 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIEI'Y OF il ICA 
222 N. FIFTEENTH ST. 

PHILADEL:>HIA 2, PA. 

Air ail - Special Delivery 

Rabbi Ahba Hillel Silver 
The Tern le 
C1eve land, oh· o 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I checked into the Wilmington situation innnediately after talking with 
you this mornin and learned the follo1ing from t ~e clerk who handled 
the transaction: It is the practice of the Society to give each member 
the privilege of selecting one volume per title each ye~r . Additional 
volumes must be purchased at list price, less 20%. Consequently, when 
the phone c.all came in from Wilmington a sld.ng if 11 e would ship copies 
of your book, our clerkicheckecl our files and, seeing that the Wilmington 
Federation w~s a member, shipped the books. s a matter of fact, I 
recall that she checked this transaction with e, and I told her that 
there was no objection to our selling the ook in volume at the member­
ship discount - assuming that these '1ere wanted b, an institution for 
prizes or gifts. 

!ormally, this situation will rot occur since an. 7 institution ourchas • ng 
books for resale can do better by going to the trade publisher, where 
they get as high as 40%, than by coming to us, where the discount does 
not exceed 20%. 

1 am convinced that the 'Tilmington situation was unique and can promise 
you that it wi.llnot recur, since our clerks were issued or:lers today 

---

that any member who requested a quantity of your book was to be referred to 
MacMillan. 

1-.~ay I urge you to consider favorably the reprint plan Vlhich we worked 
out with IBcMillan. Our initial printing is within sevP.ral hundred 
copies of being sold and we may find ourselves without books if there 
is any delay in the reprint. Such a situation would be d~fficult to 
explain. 

• ·th best re ar is. 
Sincerely yours, 

LESSER ZUSSMAN 
Executive Secretary 

-
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Rabbi Ephraim ~risch 
611 pSt 110th St . 

J • • ·J 5 ' . T • y 

,,ay 19, 1957 
iear r . Silver : 

I just finished reading your book •1 ,,herein Judaism iffered. " 

y w;irmest congratulations on this remarkable book. 

I admire '.'l'reatly the completeness of the sources you used - Biblical, Rabbinic and general ; the ori .inal inter retations ou ave them ; and the superb literary style into which you ut your concJusions . 

Cordially , 

Isl E hraim Frisch 
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TEMPLE SI AI 

CHARLES STREET A.ND SEWALL AvE E 

BROOKLINE 46, MASSA.CH SETTS 

BERYL D. COHON, D. D. 
RABBI 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Itay 23, 1957 

I thought you mi6ht be interested in the experi nee I have had with our 
book, n ·There Juda ism Differed. n 

I teach a class i n contemporary Judaism at Tufts University; the class 
consists of Juniors, Seniors and Graduate students. J'llost of them, how­
ever, have not had m 1 ch of religious background. 

I assigned your book as required suppeiementary reading, and have just 
finished reading thirty-eight reports. The students were asked to write 
critical reports. 

I am deli r;hted with these reports. Your book was a cha.llenge to these 
students; all found it stimulating. 

Several non- ewish students write in their reports that the book wa.s 
0 an eye opener" to thAm. :~ost of them found it fair; only two or three 
students ( and these are Jewish) find you lea.dine the dice against 
Christianity. Two or three missed the tense and state that it is no more 
fair to hold present-day Christianity to the words of the Gosepls than it 
is to cla· that Judaism believes this or that because it is in the Hebrew 
Bible. Two write that to telescope citations "tak9n out of the context 
of the larger pattern" is not scientific procedure. But of the thirty­
ei~ht reports at least thirty are appreciative of the clarity and forth­
rightness of your presentation . 

I had some doubts about the ability of undergraduates without backe;rounds 
in an reli~ion to read your book anQ grasp most of it; but I am deli ~hted 
with the re ,ponse. 

41t-<. 
or myself, whatever~debatable material, I find deep satisfaction i n 

read1ng the pa~es of a Jewish spokesman who stands up and talks back on 
such high an academic level a ainst al the ma.lieners of Judaism in 
Ch istendom. • or d power to you. 

Cordially, 
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of Hi~tadruth Ivrith of America 

165 WEST 46th ST., NEW YORK 36,. N. Y. 
Phone: Circle 7-8157 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Ra't:bi Silver: 

May 23, 1957. 

We are quite surprised that we did not receive a copy 
of your latest book., "Why Jews Di.ff er" as ,ve would like 
to review it in our columns. 

We "WOuld, therefore, appreciate it very much if you 
will instruct. your publisher, or your secretary., to 
mail us two copies or this book for review, and have 
it addressed to the attention of the writer. 

Thanking you in advance., I remain 

DEiRF 

l lordially yours, 

N tt~ . 
D,.vid Ep tein 
~ing Director 
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June 4, 1957 

Secretary to Rabbi A. H. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Madam: 

TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 6-9103 

On April 10, 1957, Rabbi Silver addressed our 
Advance Gifts Division at a meeting at the Rosemont 
Country Club. At that time we promised the men 
who were present that they would receive a copy of 
Rabbi Silver I s book, "Where Judaism Differed. 11 

Would it be possible, if we arrange to deliver the 
books and pick them afterwards, for Rabbi Silver 
to autograph these copies for us? We would not 
wish to inconvenience him, but it would ~e a 

tremendous source of pride to the people who 
attended this meeting to receive an autographed 
copy of Rabbi Silver I s book . 

BHS 

sili
07J-i 

(Mrs.) Belle H. Se el, 
Secretary to Mr. Pinsky. 
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TE:LE:PHONE: CAPITOL 0906 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

SIMON B. STEIN 
HENRY J.STEIN 
COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

27 SCHOOL STREET 

BOSTON 8. MASS. 

June 6, 1957 

You may r 0 member that when you addreQAe~ 
the ew Century Club last arch, I rPcalled to you 
that I wa~ one of the off ice r 0 of the then n wly­
founded Feform Con,g-rpgation in Chel~ea, and that you 
had off1c1atPd as our first rabbi dur1n~ the High 
Hol idaye. 

bool{, 
to my 

That evenin~ I ur haPPd a copy of y ur 
"~ere Judai~m Diff 0 red", '~ich you autogrAnhPd 
randdaughter, Clar(,) St in. 

I am hapny to inform you that Clar was 
confirmed y~sterd~y at the Shevuo~ Day services at 
Temple IsraPl, nd that ~he d iver hF Clas~ Essay 
on thP subj~ct - "Why I am a Liber 1 Jew. 11 

I am enclosing hPrewith a copy of the Essay 
as publi~hPd in the 1957 Clas~ Torchb arer so that you 
may note that ~he quoted fr m your book. 

SBS:RF 
Enc. 

Babbi Abba Hil ~1 Silver 
Temple Tifereth Israel 
East 105th and AnP 1 Street~ 
leve and, hio 
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CLASS ESSAY 

ffiY I AM A L IBERAL JEW 

ClP.re st~ in 

Why am I a Liberal JP.w? To answer this .ue et ion, I have 

chosen to d1vid my evaluation into three main topic, each of which 

has many subdivisions. and all.of which overlap each other. 

First of all, I should like to consider why there was n ed 

for a new Judaism in the middle of the nineteenth century? Was not the 

Judai(fm whose "wa11 of law" had keut the Jews alive dur 1ng times of 

great distress and pers cution, enough? History tells us that the very 

strength of this Judaism was its cauacity for adaptation, - its abi ity 

to meet the needs of the times. Thus, with the emancipation which came 

to the peoples of Europe in the wake of the French nd American Revolu­

tions, the very walls which had k pt the medieval J~w trong and vital, 

became symbols of restriction to his chll ren. In atte ~pts to accPut 

the freedoms which the world offered them, and to cast off the restric­

tive covenants of Ghetto Judaism, some Jews even accepted Christianity. 

And so was born the movement to adant the traditions of the Jewish 

people to the changing conditions 1n hich the Jewe fond themselves in 

the mid-nineteenth century. The basic traditions are unchan eable; 

they are, accordin~ to th great Albert Einstein, " ... the striving 

after knowledge for 1ts owns ke, the strong love for Justice, the 

search for fre aom and truth • • • 11 While the strict OrthodoxY has 

given the medi val Jew a way to survive, the new 11 reformedN ideas gave 

his ch1ldrPn a rea~on to live. 

SeconcUy, I should like to discuss the very commonly mis­

understood question, "le a Liberal Jew lees I rf'lig1ous 1 than an 

Orthodox Jew?" In order to answer th is qu st1on we mu t first answer 

the que et1on, "Wha. t le a rel i ious per on?" In the Confirmation Cla e 



this year, we studied about Clar nee Darrow, who, although he urofessed 

a d1sb lief in God, was cPrtainly an et ~ical man 1n that he was very 

charitable in his association with needy people . Similarly, we noted 

that John D.Rockef ller, althnu ha munificent donor to many charities, 

followed most unethical practices in dealing with his business compet­

itor and rivals. Ia the "religious" man hF ho performs numerous 

rituals honoring God, but p rform no good derds for his fello man and 

finds no growth in hi character and soul? We hav answered this que e­

t ion by agreeirur that no individual can be said to be truly reli~ioue 

who does not exemplify in his daily conduct aA well as in his profea~ea 

world--the ethical behavior h ich his belief in God inspll'es him to 

perform. BY living up to his fullest pot ntials and by striving ar­

nestly to bring hi generation a little closer to the nerfect goal of 

ethical perfection, a human bing is fulfilling his purpoAes in life as 

a mortal being. 

Consequently, it is unfair for an Orthodox Jew to reprimand 

the Reform Jew for being less religious in his practice of worship, 

for such bservance is not the mea ure of being religious. R form 

Judaism has et the patterns for Judging whether to retain certain Jewish 

customs and ceremonies. If the practice has aesthetic, historical, or 

unifying value, the custom is retained; otherwise it can be di carded. 

In its earliest ~tage , the Reform movement was merely an attempt to 

regulat~, beautify, and organize public worPhip. iith th se th ughts 

in mind, arly law leaders 0 horten d the service, allo ed men and 

women to wor hip together, and conducted the services in the common 

languatze of the land. Is this not in keeping with th Talmud wh.1ch 

eta t s that -prayers must co fl from the heart? 

My third question 1s: "ihy is the cone pt of change so prom-

in nt in Reform Judaism?" W a11 know that there ie room for improve­

ment in every individual, in every group, in every nation. How can 

- 2 -



progress com about without cr.ange? Liberal Judaism ha tri d to recon­

cile it creed with life, and to fit its lasting princ1nles into a modern 

mold. Thus it has always been subject to growth and evPlopment. 

Such change is neces ary for the fulfillment of Judaism's idealA. 

The e beliefs and goa1_s may be summarize briefly as follows: 1. The 

world and mankind are under the ~uidance of God who reveal Hims lf to man 

through history as the Power behind the Moral Law, 1n the lo run cau~-

1ng Ri ht to triumnh over M ~ht; as the Source behind the orderly uni-

ver e and life, caus1n th ever-upward trend of evolution; an a~ the 

sum-tot 1 of all ideals ma nified to p rfection. The Divine 1n man is 

reveal d t hrough hi~ oul wh ch imp ls him to er ativity And to thical 

living. 2. God has cho en Israel, of all people~, to lead the world 

to the recognition of the tr~th that the only orinciples of conduct that 

can bring pace, bliss, and a sen e of worthiness amen~ mPn, are Ju tic 

and ri hteo~~ness. This belief oes no mean that Israel is orivileged; 

it simoly 1mpoaes uoon Israel a rater obligation to lead the r1 ht .-

ous life. 

3. Tr£ goal of history is not a national MesQianic tate in 

IsraPl but rather the rise of a more nearly perfect humanity in which 

Jewish love for God and man is universalized. Israel' hope ia for a 

Messianic Age, not for a personal Messiah. 4. Jud~ism is a body of 

spiritual and moral truths, indeoendent of legal commands or enforcP­

mentQ. As Abraham Geiger observed: "Judaism r ~uired merely the 11ber­

at1n br ath in order to become rejuvenated from ithin. 11 Thu may I 

ummarize in Bacon's tatement: 11 He who will not apply new remedies 

must expect new evils," and from the information above, one can ea ily 

see how much the idea of change means to the Liberal J~w. 

- 3 -



. . . 

"Tope or not to be-a L1b~r~l JPw" is therefore, not a 

question in my mind. I nrefer Reform JudAism 1 n w nd nrogresQive 

P.lements rl"~1ch in the words of Rabbi Abba Hillrl Silver, 11 ubst1-

tutea cholar 0 h1n for sd1olast1ciem, liberty for inflexible authority, 

and restatem nt in mod rn terms of the basic concents of the miesion 

of Israel." 

- 4 -
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• RABBI GEORGE B. LIEBERMAN, Litt. D. 

Central Synagogue of Nassau County Rockville Centre, Long Island, New York 

June 6, 1957 

Vear ~abbi ilver :-

I~ncl osed is a checl-: i tLe amount of '1 9 . 00 
for tv,o copies o_ your bool..- le, sc inscribe one 
of them to _ r . .. arcus I..elc _ior , Chief .Lnbbi of 
Copenha er1 , and t ... e other to lJr . rurt ·.1ilhelm, 
Chie abbi o Stockholri . 

Have the boo~ sent to i .ence : 

~ 6 5 !.-)nl e.. . oad 
_Lockville Centre , ,on> Island, .er; Yo l 

I have ·ust fin " shed roadi~ ·our book . It 
\':as an enkindlinr; , intellectual experience . I 
r1<:.nt to s.1arc it ;it:. mv tr:o friends i1 oC"ndi via . 

" I 'no~ tl at the i scr:bc • Lnd utorraryhc copie 
·:·ill ad to the "r ploo<"tre of' recoivL . the book . 

•. i th nany than.~ s an c v,armc st r:ree tin'" c- , .L :remai 

~r . _ bba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
nsel .oa at East 105t 

Clevel nd , Ohio 
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June 24, 1957 

Miss Sophia Lev·ne 
Secretary to Dr . Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Miss Levine: 

TELEPH ONE FRAN KLIN 6 -9103 

Thank you so much for your letter of June 5th with 
reference to autographing copies of Dr. Silver's 
book "Where Judaism Differed. " 

We are sending these books to you by special mess~nger 
and would appreciate very mu h if Dr . Silver would 
autJgraph he books for those persons whose names appear 
on the list enclosed herewith. Should there be some 
books left over, wil ,l you pleas have Dr . Silver autograph 
them so that we may present them to some of ou lay pe ple 
who did such an outstanding piece of nork during our 
current campaign. 

Many thanks to you and Dr . Silver for your fine 
cooperation. 

Sincerely y ours , 

·e~ %~ 
(Mrs.) Belle H. , Se/:i 

BHS;mca Secretary to Mr . Nathan Pinsky 
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Dea r 

OSCAR LEONARD 

HARMON ON HUDSON, N. Y. 

.:;ji_l ve r:-
Jul:v 23 57 

This will interest you I am sure:- from a letter 
from Dr.~ Mibashan ed1 tor of Eretz Israel of 
Bueno A res and I think director of a publ1sh1n 
oonoemt 

n ~ have not seen .Dr, ..,ilver' s book"Where 
Judaism LJ1ffered11 but I '11 as k M4Millan to send 1 t 
•• me ,first for rav1ew1np- in Eretz Isreal, before 
opining on a possible tra.nslatio J. into ~pan1shu. 

I reviewed the book whlle M1am1 ~each la ·t 
winter for a oo pla of groups.Then one group, 
of whioh Rabbi Herman Cohen,formerly of St Paul 
and we are members,at my BUFC~es - tion used t 
for a seminar. 

My eame; desire to see he book oiroulated 
widely caused me to write r Mibashan,whose 
magazine I represent in U'S,about the book. 

Hope all is wall with vou and yo >rs,from Leah 
and I,al l good wishes. 

Sincerel yours, 



, 

ear Dr. Silver, 

WALTER WOLFF 
214 Riverside Drive 

New York 2S, New York 

Jul~ 25 1957 

I just finished Jour hook ' .hA e Ju is iff ere cl,. 

an I Went to thank /OU for thi r:iost interest in~ anc 

instructive work , \Jhich • enjo,,red iL nen. ely . 

In connPct ion 1• i th '"rour thou ht s on ~ ~ohelet ay I 

reco'r.!J'llend erhaps ti ne short comment ry on thi suoj ect 

houP.:h ii ritten in Germr...n b ... the late Dr. v ,. r .-3b en of 
I 

aniburg . 1e considers Kohel et, b.l thouP'h under ..... ,. e.( in-

ec ches a just o osi .c 

conclusion . 

I consiaer his little book in la .. 1gu ge rs v;ell u; in 

int .rnreLcti~n ~uit sin~ular and I ould li'e to end 

it to you, believin11' that :'OU r1a_r fi d so e nleGsure iri 

it. I onl~ .. be of ou to ret rn it to rre , ecause it i 

not to be hed an rm.ore . 

Sine erel:r yours 
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• Silv r ha a ked that 
book i ch you so kin 1 
been returne to y u to . 

• il r njoyed e 
vin loane it to 

re di n it a ·n t nks you for 

halt convey to you b st wi • r r ha-opy 

Sine rel , 

as Soph:ia 
ry to 



G E O R G E B. M A Y E R ARCHITECT F. A. I. A. 
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0 HI O REG. 4 6 2 

TOWER 1-2323 
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r . . oa. illel ~ilver 
'he 'em"' le 

t.ast 105th and .t-nsel .. ad 
leve]and , hio 

CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 

.:>e t m er 1 , 19 5 7 

Ju.3t in case you have not cm e ~ cross tr:· s rev lew of . rour 
ne mst ooo ' , ... h ,lfh you "i• ot ld i o s • t . 

1•ith est wishes to u • nd yo rs r t of h a1 th 
and muc 1 h .. in ss in 57~ , remain 

'ordially Jo rs , 

G j : 

..!Jncl . 



.. 

Literary 
Sectio11 

IN JEWISH BOOKLAND 

'All Rivers Run to the Sea' Writers and Their Works 
WHfttE JUDAISM DIFFERED. ly Abba Hill.I SilvM. ...w Y•rlit, Moc""H- THE LITE1tA.TURE OF MODEttN ISRAEL. ly it.ub.n Wall.-ocf. N.w Yortt 

Company, and the Jewish Publication Siociety of A.1Mt'"41y 1956. Abelof'd-SchufflCffl, 1956. 253 pogff. $4.50. ' 
318 page1. $4.50. 

R SILVER
'S 

1 
WE_ cannot blink the fact that v n the educated Amer-

o . vo ume is a notable contribution to the religious life of the Jewish people; it is likewise a ican Jew kno~s little of modern Hebrew literature. 

t
. Thanks to. uch writers a Maurice amuel, the names of 

s imulus c1nd a challenge to the adherents of all religious t J h people everywhere. Its wbole approach and attitude is fresa grea ew1 moderns like Sholom Aleich m and Isaac 
and exciting. It send a refresh- ==========Lo==e=b=P=e=r=e=tz=h=a=ve become better known among a handful. 
ing and vivifying stream of thought The name o( Bialik finds an echoing 
into inter-religious relationships. Here The Man With Big Eyes respon e here and there. Mention these 

at la t is an appeal A d a nd ' one mu, t confe s, the rest i a 
to recognize the dil- n an Equally Big Heart terra incognita. 
ferences among TAKE MY LIFE. Sy Eddie Cantor, with Jane Per hap for a long time to come 
gr at religions. Here Ke,nff Ardmore. Garden City, New York, Amercan Jews will know modern Jew-
is a noble appeal to Doubleday & Co., 1957. 288 pc,ges. $3.95. i h literature mainly through transla-
the things that make WE hav~ here the anecdotal story tion. It is living Jewishly at econd 
Judaism different of Isidore Itzkowitz of Henry hand, but that is better than not living 
from other religions. Street who become the world-famous at all. At the same time as we raise our 

We hear too much Eddie Cantor. Raised sights in spreading a reading knowledge 
of the great unities by his grandmother of Hebrew, thus opening the channels 
that underlie the who eked out a pre- of communication between the creative 
univer al faiths o{ cariou living as a Jewi h writ r in Israel and the Jews 

Abba Hillel Silver m a n k i n d to the shadchen, .a O ti O n of the Diaspora , we need books that 
point where some actually look upon seller, and one worn- will bring to us the good news of crea-
the different religions as the disruptive an employment tive writing in modern Hebre, • 
force in human history. They become agency for servant- imon Halkin·s Modern He/Jr w Ltt-
advocate of surrendering the unique- girls on New York's erature and Reuben Wallenrod's The 
nes es of each of the world' religions East Side, Cantor Literature of Modern Israel serve this 
in order to create a kind of Esperanto had little formal useful purpo ·e. Dr. Halkin's volume, 
Religion. That way, they hold, lies the education, Jewish or now about ·even years old, helped its 
perfect age and a united mankind. secular, but he Eddie Cantor reader to an understanding of the 

ot o-this fine book by Rabbi bba learne<l about philanthropy as one of trends and values found in modern He• 
Hillel ilver- cholar, rabbi, ,)t:ite ·man. the fir t youngsters sent to Surprise brew literature. It was an excellent vol; 
He appeals not for uniformity of faiths, Lake Camp by the Educational Alli- ume. Dr. Wallenrod ·l,n ic; Profes or · 

Continued on pogo 4 

Forceful Presentation of 
Reconstructionist Views 
QUESTIONS JEWS ASt<: Recon1tructioni1t An,-

wers. By Mordecai M. Kaplan. 
Reconstructioni,t Press, 1956. 
$4.75. 

New York, 
532 pc,gM. 

H OWEVER the future evaluates the 
Reconstructionist movement in 

American Jewish life, it must record 

Mordecai M. Kaplan 

two facts that are in­
controvertible. The 
first i that it has 
been the only heroic 
effort indigenous to 
the merican scene 
that has sought to 
grapple with the 
problem o{ Judaism 
in a fresh, new way 
in accord with the 
outlook and knowl-
edge men in the 20th 

century possess. The second is the life, 
thought and personality of its founder 
and most eloquent and creative thinker, 

C01tti11ved N ,,_.. I 

Continued 011 page 5 Co, rued on page~ 

The Genial Charm of the Man Shines Througli 
HEINRICH HEINE: A Bio9raphical Antholo9y. 

Edited by Hugo Bieber. Translated from th• 
German by Mo1e, Hada,. New York, Jew• 
i,h Publication Society of America, 1956. 
452 pa9ff. $4.00. 

HEINE AND HIS HERITAGE: A Stvdy of Judaic 
Lo..- In His Work. ly Israel Tabak. New 
York, Twayt1e Publi,hen, 1956. 338 pc,gff, 
$4.50. 

W HAT Heine aid of hi teacher, 
Schlegel, could be aid with ju • 

lice of himself : "Invisible graces about 
him flutter." The genial charm of the 
man shines even through his outbursts 
of temper, his sometimes petty (tkough 
acidly clever} satire on humanity. 
Even in those poems that are "pain 
dipped in honey," or when his words 
are bitter because he is sick at heart, 
one .finds an unfailing felicity of pose 
and expression. This is one way of say­
ing that the poet was graced, that 
neither misfortune nor error could 
upset the happy balance on which his 
intellect and sensibility rested. In this 

sense Heine's genius is clas ical. In. 
i difficult, not always lovely, but neyer 
monstrous. Hi effects are various, but 
he is always in command of them; both 
the personality and the art are su­
perbly orche trated. 

AT lea t thi is th image pre ented 
in Hugo Bieber' excellent biographical 
anthology of Heine: the poet a seen 
through a revealing election of poems, 
e says and letters with the editor al­
wa)s on hand to illuminate the dark 
or difficult passages. Heine's relation­
ship to Judaism is perhaps the most 
striking instance of his genius. He 
stands as a kind of prototype of the not 
quite a similated European Jewi h in­
tellectual. All the possible attitude•­
are there, but stated with a boldne • 
and lucidity that have ne\ er be ~ 
equalled. For Heine Judal m wa • botf1

1 

a curse and a bles~in_g. I r m~1nc~ 

Co11ti11ued - ,.... 1' 



The JWI Cir le 

To Revive the B st Traditions of German-Jewish Scholarship 
PUBLICATIONS OF THE LEO BAECK INSTITUTE 

OF JEWS FROM GERMANY. YEARBOOK I. 
19S6. Ed ited by Robert Weltsch. Oi ~tribu­
tor: Philadelphia , Jewish Publicatio n Societ! 
of America. London: East and West Li-
brary. 466 paqps 5 ,:,., 

T H IS , olumc , a rcmarkalJlc at­
tempt to revive the best traditions 

of the distinrrui hed German-Jewish 
schol, r ·hip of the past and. in this re­
vh·w <'r' opinion, a uccc:sful and 
promis°n" bcgin'l·n~ in this direction. 

The volume i. prefaced by two in­
troductory paper by ic~fried l\Ioses 
and noiH'rt \\' slt--c·h recording the ac­
ti\•it1<•s to elate of the recently created 
Leo Bac-ek Inst il u le, its am biliou pro­
gram for the future, i -. planning for 
the next few years and the philosophic 
fou nd:,tions of this res"arch . 

TIH t , cnt) odd contributions to the 
volume are centered on three funda­
mental theme . The first one is the 
historical brid::!e from the Past to the 
P re ·c-nt; here the problems of the pre­
emancipation and emancipation period 
are competently di scussed by the out­
stand111~ German-Jewish historian 
Stern-Taeubler and in a thorough study 
of H. D. chmidt. A particularly val­
uable contribution lo the conomic his­
ton o[ German Jew · in modern time 
is Bernard D. "'cinryb's learned studv 
upplt•mente<l v,:ith "Some Reflections 

on the Jewish Participation in German 
Economic Life" hy Eduard Ro enbaum. 

The m.iin subject of the volume is, 
ho,, ·er. the tudy of the catastrophe 
of the German Jews in the early stage 
of the . Ti1i re,.· '1". Th<' , r 1 11 • <licl ot 

intend to delve into the gruesome ~e­
taili; or azi crime and of the Jewish 
i;ufferings. but directed their efforts to 
uncover another less known, alas. too 
little kno, n, and important chapter ~f 
those tragic years: German Jewry s 
moral resi tance to azism in the years 
1933-38. till the ominous Kristallnight 
pogrom , and the struggle for spiritual 
survival. The study by fax Gruene­
wald about the beginning of the 
"Reichsvertretung" (Representation of 
the German Jew is a noteworthy 
piece of detailed and mature historical 
treatment of recent past, still o alive 
in the haunted memories of the sur­
vivors. This paper is supplemented by 
a moving posthumous personal tri,bute 
to two martyr-leaders of German Jew­
ry, by the late Rabbi Leo Baeck, one of 
the leading Jewish men of our genera­
tion in whose memory the Leo Baeck 
Institute is named. A deep insight into 
the inner struggle of German Jewry 
and its silent battle again t the Nazi 
encroachments is presented in the bril­
liantly written papers by Ernst Simon 
and ahum Glatzer discussing adult 
education and the Frankfort Lehrhaus, 
respectively, and in the solid tudy on 
Je,; i h school in Germany b Hans 
Gaertner. The studies on Jewish The­
ater and the Jewish Pre , respective­
ly, by Herbert Freeden and Margaret 
T. Edelheim-Mu h am, pre ent a u e­
ful urvey and catalogue of Jewish cul­
tural activities in both field . A num­
ber of w ighty treatises on Jewish 
thought and its re-orientation were pre­
pared by Alexander Altmann, Hans 
Lf,:,hC'schuetz, Yeschayahu Wolfs,berg 

The -ea11t1es o the Human Spirit 
THOUGHT AND TRUTH: A CRITIQUE OF PHILOS­

OPHY: ITS SOURCE ANO MEANING. By M. 
Maisel,. Translated by Abraham Regelson. 
fffw York, Bookman Associates, 1956. 359 _ pa9es. 

' tnRA SLATED from the Hebrew into ; .l exeellent, though difficult , English, 
this is a philosophic exploration of th 
realities of the human pirit and its 
world, not a work of philo ophy in the 
traditional sens of log1 al analysis and 
synthesis. 

The absence of lcgical, sci ntific proc­
esses in Maisels' philosophy i nece i­
tated by its fundamental orientation. 
Reasoning is part of the operation of 
cognition, but cognition does nol deal 
with the truth of the human pirit; it 
deals with nature which is the direet 
opp it of humanity. The irreconcil­
able dual! m of man and nature . deeply 
anchor d in the make-up o[ human 
realil\ L') reflected in a multiplicity of 
d rivZ1tiv<> cont ra ·t ·: the c:haract ri tic 
spert of man·s ,.,o, ld are , ill, the 

cfndividual , philosophy. time and moral­
-tty. whereas the fc.oatures of nature are 

_Ja\\. sdence, and space. Man lh'.es his 
ea I. human life in a world of h1 own 

~making. This self-made world com­
..pri~es its own truth, ethics, art, and 
·religion. History is the proces of 

growth of this human world in which 
each moment is absolute for itself, and 
yet it is absorbed in the future that 
follows it and which it enriches. 

It would be senseless and foolhardy 
her to attempt a criticism of the work. 
One may ay that, in it own terms, it 
contains relati ely weak chapters, sueb 
as the one on art which unfortunately 
conceive its subject as art-appreciation 
and such as the one on Christianity in 
which the Jcwi h author was obviously 
not quite able to fit this phenomenon 
into his hi torical scheme. But then il 
contains convincing ones such as th 
one on suffering, death, and love. Jn 
principle one can W<'lcome thi on-
laught again t all forms of Spinozistic 

monism which dangerously ident ifies 
spirit with nature, while, to the con­
tra, y. one may hold that nature i not 
ontolog1cally di:parate from . pirit but 
ra her i to b • conquered by it, in 
the Kantian nse. urh an approa,·h 
would , among other thing , avoid 
the dehumanization of science which Maisels perpetrates. 

STEVEN S. ScHW ARZSCHlLD. 

Give .Jewlah Book■ 

leo Boeclc 

and Felix Welt ch. Finally, several col­
lection of documentary material with 
much helpful bibliographical data, 
archival information. statistics of Jew­
ish emigration 'from Germany and 
photostats of pictorial material are 
presented by five authors. 

The volume ends with two com­
petently prepared bibliographie com­
piled by the Wiener Library in London 
and Gustav Ormann, respectively. 

PHILIP FRIEDMAN. 

'All Rivers Run 
To the Sea' 

Continued from page 1 
but for the acceptance of differences as 
of right. "All rivers run to the sea, but 
their cour e and channel differ wide­
ly. Each system of thought has its own 
te ture and pa~tern , and each faith its 
own persp ctive ." There are, o! 
course, great common unities; \hey 
mu t ever be kept in mind. But, the 
differences are real and th y must ever 
b re pected and r verenced, and nevet' ob cured. 

Beautifully written, rich with learn­
ing, directed to the vital issues of life 
that are the concern of Jews and all 
religious people, Rabbi Silver's book 
examines and discusses at least four­
teen difTerent areas of reli qious experi­
f'nce and points out \\ here JudaL m cl if­
f r • from C'hri tianity and I :- lam and 
other r ligion . In doing thi~. Rabbi 
."ih r. b use o[ C'Ontra t rthough with­
out derogation to other faith ) helps 
to clarify and accentuate Jewish values 
and Jewish contributions to the spirit­
ual life of mankind. This book will 
long be read, admired, and come to be 
loved as a treasure-trove of Judai m. It 
should be on one's book heJC. 

M. J.C. 
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r orgea 

Thank you so uch for our th ughtruln ss 1n send· n e copy ot 
rcle which co tain a revf of boo JUD IS F 

It is inde d fine revi and re d i ch ple ure . 

ve n ve _ tifie th the ay t book has eeri received 
and it • strit ion. 

I trust that o e e 1 and I send o al y cod ishea far 
the coming y r . 

1th 

Very cordially ~ r 

.lRS:al AB KIL I Sit 

• 
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JtWISh €bucat1on comm1tt€€ or new yoRk 

INC. 

October , 1957 

JI-\\ I\H I-Il l {' \I JO;-.. 
l ()\1\11 I I l I ll! 

AMUEL . CH'IEIERSOJ\t 
Pres1dtnt 

ALL J. LA CE 
Chairman a/ the Board 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

LEO J. GOLDBERGER 
Chairman, Executite Committrt' 

Cleveland , Ohio 

Dar Dr . Silver : 

You may know o the program o the Jewish Edu­
cation Committee of . Y. which offers a Jewish Orientation 

AT LEVINE 
ARTHUR E. FRIF.OLAJltD 

01. TEK L. Y 

HARRY TARR 
MR . GABR!fl. H MBl RCFR 

WILLIAM WEIS 

JA OB TEI 

and Training Seminar or Jewish corrmuni ty center and social .fooriat('S('U('/Ory 

service personnel . The aim of this Seminar , which is 
supported by the Federation of Je~ish Philanthropies of 1· . Y. 

JA(K GRO S 
Trtasurrr 

. t . d . C" t . t . J . h 1 . . d ARflllf. TII R\1 is o provi e in1.orma ion s ressing ew s re i ious an ALf.x- ... o'~.Ri.o,,Mt:1. 

cultural components in the pro rams O • the "amily and child. ,foonotl'Trmurm 

care agencies and the Jewish commun · c!\nters in New York JoNwJ . co1.osn1r.. 
City • Jlunorarr J,'j ,-,../',,. .s11/,-nt 

One o the Seminar being given this year , is 
entitled 0 Values for the Con temporary Jew and Their Rele ­
vance to Jewish Corr.munity Centers" under th direction o 
Dr . Emanuel Rack.man . One o the major texts to be used at 
this Sem · nar is our recent volume ·mere ews Di fe r ed . 

I am writing to you at this time in order to 
as ce r tain whether we could obtain about 50 copies of this 
book thr ou h your Temple , o r thr ou h some foundation , or 
pe r haps at a considerably r educed rate from the publisher . 
As I indi cated be o r e , we want to u s e this as a major text 
in the discussions at the Semina r. 

I look forward to hear ing f r om you and shall be 
most obl i ged fo r your cooperati n . 

LAF/ g 

truly 

-'V 

Leon A. Feldman , Directo r 
Dept . o Adult Edu ation 

IIFR"l.\RD f.Mf;I. 
llon11rarv s('('f('/ar~ 

SH11'H HOTT!:; BERG 
HonorarJ Tuasurrr 

/HH.I. ►. l'iF1'BFR, 

f: u , ult~r V ir r P,,.,,d!'nt 

l.0\ )<, I. . Kl HM 1' 
t ,wriat~ /h r !', tor 

J \C I\. \I IIOHm' 
<. un trullu 

.Hore Jea)i Ii du ation for more Jez i h children ... better Jewish education for better Jewish Li ing 
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• Leon A. Fel ia , , 
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As yo know , ... )Ook s li~ d y the ' a • llan CO!tl~• ... he 
Te pl~ ourc!- 11 tev r number or copies it rea ir.s from the 
' c 1 ,, 'l 6 cy n e·ves t e c t.811'8~Y rary r d ction 

or hoJ and here~ore s 2 • 70 ~ 1c,•11w. t belieVP. th t you 
could obtain the rates directly fro acmillan. 

th warmest re0 s d all good wishes for the tJ yter , I 
re n 

Cordially you.rs , 

A iS 1al ABBA 



, 

0 .. w. VON W ISEL 

7. VENu£ BEA~COUR 
PA~IS cs·) 

T~L : MAC. 29·54 

Li a 1.c . , c. • Oct b e ' 19 :;'7 

r.:y d-:: ..... ' L oc il-v ,.::..., 

ti.Li "I ,, G 110 .,L· ~ A , u·. ~ .. i H , c:1 a 
t , .. 1'< .... c.;... .. ";JO Ve A.en Li:. V l 1t. d Io L·.v. nL, Svn 

i 0 _., . • 1 in ·..na 
~ . 1. ='-n ' / .I. 0 n J ..... _., 1 ~ • t • 

.:lC. '"' • i. J. j_ y L ni ➔ v~nt t..:..! J _.,Ii,~ ...,..., _., 0..1.. on ..,.. l • n r ti n ~ ! 

·•---J ar vY 

' 
o.J) u J.C. t l.. .t ., •. "l to ..., e,.. C•• • 

b'l ,.. f • i r ct o ... u.0 ., o 
s, .18·1- t1i'1K 

.._,.! t l. 

t.... ~ ru 1. t • .n t: 
, tod·. v-..nent Ol.Ut, 

C 
,: ·o .. -, 

~ .... 
v on o 
bl t i, j_ - .,.,. o 0 ... , o. , u.nu t 

no JLO '..ld· 
i'o.L .v 1.1.-:., t .ci • tl ar !l~S on .3" 

~ 1 t • .1 n , i vi '1. 

ill 1111 a re.an 
v o ;.-n2 a.ctiv-3 in • 
or~~ tL-i· c:1t ..... tion 

t es~ ti .... vo·~t in 
~ 

to t1.1.i 

-1 lie 

i. n . 11 s Lri , no 
J s ... re ·...r..... n u r -

a r 1ib1." t.., to I ..c--,. ~l in o "<l.91. " 

... ·•r..d v~e • r pose 10 it 
tt srr r a' .in t1 

.L~t it t:3L'- v ll~L·J j ;1.1. 

V ir. .. ritin- to iLijnus in 
.~.,n cl· ts d-:::.. " ,:..nu 
J..t ,1 , al l..,t 

••• 

i V __,J:.· , t 
ia wb., 

it .o t 
i~ Y I J_(.!_l .. J.' ic.: n J c.,1 mu t .r i a , 
t ir int_, ta., I .) t;.t I .n 
- m;y 110,)oy ,1' 01.· lon. , ve1.·6 l ic e 

... 1 i 0 i . st' c ... lobi ; Io J +o t v c~rcie 
st ec i:-.:1lJ ;J t ~J o na. 

(H3ili kit u~.L ... s .. c.n.r . .1.)it 1 • 

in C, lon in o ~ac i~t c;onv nt, ·na 
GOnVJnt , in Ol' ' to St1 y • I' _w.Li O ~ • t1 

k~e .ot ~ it ·tr n6e tom.,., b· t 
l;rrned 11ite a lot 01 n~~ s~~ OIi 'OL , 

111ot tions of J e isl r~dd.i---val li iil lo .. 
t i,-.' rt i' .u.J.S ;101.,_ .... c:1c11 n{s one .... Lor . 

1 i te a • t • o tne ..., 
at! rteli ;,ion 

o B.,., t1 

s • ... 1c t • t;y • nc. rr • n • • 
, J 1· o , I l • ...<1 

t.t 

to~ 

c J.. inau-
.i."1 l. 0 u O 0 

i ·s t 
ci~~ fro 1 y ur 

..J t t n y 01.' 

I o la li e to wt inD I Or for y .r· u u.k. t .Lan 

Vi 1. it 
w hicr 

a j e 
dent 

r-ac •ind ..... ._,_. .. 

H ,1'00' bl , 
t1 .... u in 11 ., J .) wish 

out I~· ainJ • n 'n 
;er t e 

li n b 
i 

• o la. I 



int ... ·est r -ye: .) 1 IO ... .. ] C!.1 l;r· n lation r I , .., . 
a Fl. ... .i.'1" h ...., \.., ·- r ~\ ii u •J. ·1. e _' t n ➔ 1~ 

tn· t .., G .... r. n :p to ·y . .., ... t 
G-:,n,. •. r .3o.dinu :.i.,, J in t 1~ oi·la , ! ... Q 

int~i~ t~d ·n J~.IY br ·11·c 1 ~ o 

. t;Sll 

' &c.y . 
icted - tr 3r 

~1. 1..:c.1n C1 ri 

' i 

' 

0 

• n • 
not 

idn1..: Vw 

a -ce-
re t vO in G 2 ... ·r' n r:,O it. on, , ulu .1 aa to ta 1 tl.t J t c.,,n a -
tio"'1 01 ;yo~ o s . 

' b. l n saia ,d at a c::: ' ..., --·O lffi~ t• l t - .I c:: • ' 

' a.Ll.O • j:' vVV r mar ~s - 10 tLd second edi i o! 0-..1. 0 nic 1 , I l O .t) 

v
0

li o~ iorticomi_b soon . I adc n0t .... J. 1 ....,m ,s .n 0 e:r to 0 .. 0 
.t.L o .v c • 3 i u.11 y r .., • e v .1 ·" r c. o :; u s : 

• b. . L .• -..,On ... Ct (1 1: snad o.l - it 1 ~n3ra .L accap e t!· t~i 
vwit!l Go ' ~ l' tcction 01' , v ish, r· t all" 
nu.Pe is sac .. s ... io. 1y , cl.'S tr • .., ost .1itJ 
concein..,d . 'itrif o • p~1 .... c1.t:-'..: 1.ro1n or...ioaa i:m . 

1 't • l • t ; tI , 

7 . . ./. 

~ • t!. iL,. --c.1 ib 

' b o m God" • 
t J.-., ...: C .... d. t .tl ,ib.SQ c;str·o e r i O e ,._y OU.l S ..... 1 , 

c .. ter o.~. t1w.t otlldr r c:1s on m3ntio ... ed in ..,Hoa Ta s 
ai' on y acco din6 to lb, ,an L ct ~ora t ·n tn-
s rvnut1 ~n our a §,11 r to t ot u ot .:..on 6--- t ... 
s ot . '11

1ere is,. , ... v..,r ,a tni o . ic 1 Vo .i6 J. t 
H t • t • ff t 1 e 1J.a .... r rio r _,sis ev1. - r ..... .. n _ rlt .... .., a 

3 dJ.o.mim demu Jdin l e:r. vY 1 .L' t ..... It~ st" • n. L ..,ru. &lv 1 .110 ....... _011. 

not o_, d:;st.ro; ....,a ~ ·-en ·11 -& 1 oJcause 1 tt'l 
t 1~ vilc~oais - and •i tn h .. <lin an v, "r ·nt:>" tic j st u .. s rv 
o .... c&use ti~ ..... ~ uia nothin to fi nt trL, evil"; m· • ·n 
·30. " t it ~as ~ rittan by God t o.t tr~ •-:'lvil s ou.1.. 

e 

a Di~ n~~lied : Go n tnat t _ ~vil ·s 3St~n a .1. , u.1 t 

. 7 
~ . 106 

o.. dia an kno it ? " n.G ~1 er ,b)C • t to 
d ,stro- n 3 o n -t.!: t to0 et1 ..,r ,, i tr 
tn:1t J ttinb tog~th ... :r tL!:;.n jJ.st line l,J 
u ,.•is11 ~nenncy o Liia uk .r.· in oett L 

ell. t::, I! 

tI.t n j m Jl • 

os~ly es: I f ~l t11B.t 'O, • ·3 too c. tio s , c.1r1c l..!n to mil a , 
) on vt.t.1. stat-dru nts ~bo 1 t tie r .... lativ-... cccs,: 

,isn 1 i ~ion~·- ct· ~ty ana • S S C~vv co Q [ t1-... 

. ]i.r. . ..,t : • sro d n· e lie y ·: ntio inb t c L.t,n 
~- o av~ o,., .... n e·tn .... :r- r ese Jta~ Ve or t cn·1c.ra p ; 

5 ndc ... ildr .... n of ~-~tm . It is , I 1e:)l ,v .r n c sba .1o ent 
d J -~ • t . - .;J_ef.f!/: t • ew ry O S.t, cuy ---_:Yl :t b.V U ' Svl;)' 1.S , ' nd. to ~ 0 • .1...1..:) -

ic 1 o.C t to t 3 :.r ro mina. .... u ort1...odox . n ., 
im .ave -.,. b.ll a ,(o one • t ... o ·ty only v • n "..,xc on 

b o .. y f' J Ll. • is n. ~c "':..dly , it i , I tn • nk , ,,.., t a • in 
tIJ.., victorv 01' C • st· ::i oselJtisu ov~1 t... n y t 



D"' w. VO N WEISEL 

7 , A.VENUE B EA.UCOUR 

PAR IS (8' ) 

TE L. : MAC . 29· 5 4 

II 
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J. BURTON ORR 
Prtudtnl 

FRANCIS J BLOUSTEIN 
Honorary Prts•dtnt 

Vict-Prnidtnts 
IRVING BENNETT 
MYRON P. BERMAN 
STANLEY M. BRANDT 
LOUIS FROEHLICH 
WILLIAM HEIMOWITZ 

LOUIS J. MONAT 
Trea111rer 

BENJAMIN YOUNG 
Financial Stcrtlary 

LEO BLOCH 
Auocialt 

Fi11anc1al Secretary 

HARRY HARTMAN 
Recording Secretary 

CHARLES /· BENSLEY 
FRANCIS . BLOUSTEIN 
THEODORE GRUEN 
WILLIAM MAZER 
ADOLPH MOSEN 
NATHAN RICHMOND 
PETER WHITE 
DA YID WOLFSON 
SIMON B. ZELNIK 

MR . FRANC! J . BLOU TEI 
SAMUEL BIALEK 
DR . DA !EL BROW 
MAX COHEN 
THEODORE COR 
LOU! El E, 
JO EPH EVANS 
H. A FORD fl I: 
BER ARD H. FRIEDMA 
CHARLES GALLUS 
DA IEL GORDO 
GREGORY GRIN 
JOSEPH HEIMOWITZ 
MR . WM. HEIMOWITZ 

ID EY HOLZMA 
MRS. ALBERT A. KA T ER 
LEO KAPLAN 
RICHARD KORET 
MR . AB ER KURTI 
CHARLE LA DOW 
OL CH . U:Vl E 

RALPH LEVY 
JOSEPH LOVEMA 
DAVID W . LEWI 
JULIUS LIP ETT 
HERBERT MAIER 
WILLIAM ME DU <,LR 
SID EY MEYER 
ELIA 0 , DERWYZrR 
HERMA POBLI ER 
AMUEL CH EEWEI • 

MILTO SEELIG 
HAROLD HAPIRO 
BE JAMIN SILVERMA 
MRS. BENJAMI SILVERMA 
DR . ARLIE I AIKO 
HYMA TE ENBA M 
LEO TESLER 

Dear Colleague: 

:R-iverJale Oemple 
24'6tl. STREET AND INDEPENDENCE AVENUE 

RIVERDALE 71, N. Y. 

Klngsbridge 8-3800-1 

November 7, 1957 

CHA . E. SHUT.MAN 
Rabbi 

Since I quote you in the enclosed 
article I thought it might interest you. I felt 
at the time I reviewed your book and still feel 
that it will be a "vade mecum" for a good many of 
us in days to come when we are looking for authority 
and for constse expression of that authority 
vis a vis the Jew sh point of view on enduring 
subjects. 

Regards and best wishes. 

Sincerely1 

~~~ 
Charles E. Shulman 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland 

I 
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OF THE WEST 

SANTA SUSANA, CALIFORNIA • FIRESIDE 6-1131 

1 ovemb r 13 , 1957 

Dear Dr • .!>ilver : 

There were many ti1 es that I wanted to write you 
and tell you of the interestin developnents which 
have been takins place in our Brandeis Camp here 
in Santa usana . Somehov: it never materialized, 
probably because there is so much to say , and it 
is hard to do it in a letter . 

But this time I want to t0ll you ha grateful I 
feel to you for your book 11 ,t .ere Judaism Differed11 • 

I found it of great alue to ., self , and I have 
introduced it as a text ook or our . dvanced In­
stitutes . very ne v,ho has read :it has expressed 
his thanks to m for havi ommended the book. 

Do yo'J. ever come to these shores'? I shoula very 
nuch like to see you . 

. ith warm regards to you and rr-s . ilver , I remain 

Cordially yours , 

-/mt 

Dr . ba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

. 105th St . at sel Rd . 
Cle eland, Ohio 

Shlorr.o Bardin 

AFFILIATED WITH THE BRANDEIS YOUTH FOUNDATION 



EE/1000 

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

2 Palace Green, 
London, W.8. 

13 November 1957 

Thank you so much for your kindness and 

thoughtfulness in sending me your book, which I found 

today upon my return from Israel. I have seen the 

favourable reviews of the book in the press, and I 

shall read it with great inter est. 

1y wife and I have spent two months in 

Israel, which was the first long home leave we bave 

had for many years. It was indeed a most interesting 

and inspiring stay. 

e were delighted to see you and ~s. Silver 

when you were here. 

ith kindest regards to both of you in which 
my wife joins me. 

Rabbi Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, 
0 hi o , U. S . A . 

Yours very sincerely, 



TEMPLE EMA UEL 
MARTIN J. ZION 

RABBI 

Missi,sippi et Twelfth 

DAVtNPORT • IOWA 

November 13, 1957 

Dr. Abba illel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 1Q5th St at Ansel hd. 
Clevel d, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. ~ilver: 

I am enclosing a brief review of your 
book, I recently read in the G rret Tower 
Quarterly. 

I thought you might be interested in 
reading a Christian's estim~t . 

You ltno ·1 ot· your colleegu s views . 
or mJa lf, I have read it with tremendous 

benefit. 

MJZ/bc 
Encl: 



·r.abb . Abba Hillel Silver, 
Tl c _·em:,,le , 
Cl3velana, hio . 

~ar r.a bi 3ilver: 

2h I • Goodnnn >t . , 
oc·1° i.,!:'> , i . Y. 

·ov Jmb~·· 1'1, L 5~ . 

.. :he dee uatisf act:i.on a..-ri . in:;piration -~' ici I orive, f ·o 
the , .. eadin-; of you .. vc1 r ":~nc 1.-10rk 11~;he1 c J claism • f ercc i: il .... el c 
to exp e-3 to .. ou r.:r apT _ eciation an ratitudc . 

1: ltho .:,h :· a1r nr:,t tota] ly lacl~inr? in p ·idc o ... J wishne.:; .., , 
your 3Chol" .. l:r book n0·c onl,,r Jrovi dcd a neanin, .md justi;'ica:. ·.o 
for that pride , - .::. raison d ' et· e - but also ~avOJ it a - ol:eri·u1 
stinmlus . Its inupirat·~onal and educatioMl n Jssa?;e b:·ou ,ht me much 
jo ; not i'or raan:r "'r rs have I C)i.. c • 0ncc s,·.cn a s Ji it.u: ... l un ift . 

Althm :,h the •citle i .... i: here u ais1·1 i 'fe,,.cr .. 11 t.~L b ok 
i , in a very eal sense, an ins irin > .... escnt.:?.T,ion o • .. hat JudaiGm Is~ 
and that is somethin1 .any of us need to knmT - and so , an~) "'cc lat.? . 

'l'hanl' you , abbi, f'or a .,::.:·vat rorlc, boautiful]y done • 
• • • .J.. 11 . 'lt, .• a oor, -Jishes , 

.azin 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

COPY 
( original given to Al£) 

24 N. Goodman St• 
Rochester 7, N.Y. 
November 18, 1957 

The deep satisfaction and inspiration which I derived from 
the reading of your very fine work ttWhere Judaism Differed" impel me 
to express to you my appreciation and gratitude. 

Although I am not toatlly lacking in pride of Jewishness, 
your scholarly book not only provided a meaning and justification 
for that pride, - a raison d'etre - but also gave it a powerful 
stimulus. Its inspirational and educational message brought me much 
joy; not for many years have I experienced such a spiritual uplift. 

Although the title is "Where Judaism Differed" the book 
is, in a very real sense, an inspiring presentat · on of What Judaism Is; 
and that is something many of us need to know - and so, appreciate. 

Thank you, Rabbi, for a great work, beautifully done. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

/s/ James Mazin 

James Mazin 



Rabbi in • Zion 
Temple Emanuel 

saissippi at elfth 
Davenport. I 

dear Rabb. "ion: 

r 19, 957 

Thank you so ch f or your thoughtfulness in sen ng the 
review of my book hich peared in t.he ret. er Quarterly. 

The review doe no , of course, surpr • ny Orthodox 
Christian circ es 11 ot like this boo • n the other hand~ 
it has been tifyin to receive revi fr ore libe 1 
Christian period c-,als • ch e nt en th fairne of the 
book•• ap roach. 

I u happy that h • ok is bein so ell received by our 
people throu hout t he c nt_ • 

1th• est re nd 1 

ry coraiall 

AHSssl 



• 

ove r 19, ?'57 

Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
80 Broad Street 

ew York 4, "n York 

l!y dear Ben1a:-d1 

Thank yo· so uch for your love11' letter. have jW1t returned 
from a conver:tion in 't leans or I should ve nswered your 
letter earlier. 

I am pleased that u ve enjoyed rea in my- book JUDAI 
t 1IF D. m~ V"'r'.'. ied at the ception the book is getting 
all over the countrJ. It ha evide tly su li a need, es cial~ 
among the youn er generation and the int ectual roups. 

ith reference to the t o s i.fic tter which -yo raisa: the 
statement on pa 66 la .;_ e to the majority c r1 ·as requin3d 
tor acquittal is corr ct. I n cases of cacital crinea, the u..-nimity 
or the judges was not~ ••• d eitler for conviction or acquittal, 
nor ws a two-third vote required. A simple majority s required 
for acquittal 1 L jc> :. ty J..

1 t ·- ju ~11 t}x;. cmtrt of enty-
tbree judges as required for convicti n. i a • ority azoon the 
twenty-three judges for conviction s no !l"ea r "t, n 1e, 

judges had to a clec to the court until a s t • s reached 
either for acquittal by a simple jority or a conviction by a 
greater nuaber than one. 

As far as the esti mated population or th9 R . n pire at the be-
ginning of tbe CO!:'lIDOn is concerned, opinions var:,. The autbor-
i tiee who speak or sewnt7 to ei hty million may be correct. The 
tigure which I used waa probabq the more rea istic. ! looking 
into the •tter further. 

itb • rmest regards and hopin to see you jn he near future, I 
reaain 

A ever, 

ABBA HILIEL Slll'flt 



ro ber 19, 957 

• James zin 
21a • Goooman st et 
Rochester 7, ork 

ar ·r . zin: 

I wish to thank u for cur thoughtfulness in riting to • I 
a glad you found my book JUDAI I help.f'ul. 

It bas been gratifyin t to hear o e vora le response 
which the book is enjoyin throu~hout t count • 

1th warmest re r•i 
I r enm.in 

Alt3 tal 

in thankit" you £or tin to 

Very cordially yow-a. 



, 

ce ber 11, 19S7 

•• von isel 
7. venu aucour 

ris (8•) France 

dear • e 11 

It ie with ple s1.1re hat I re e ved yo letter ot ctober 28th. 
e to my freq nt ab ences from the city this re ly has been 

unfortunately delayed. 

- nee recetvi g r ... t r h l9o rece ved the revi ot 
my book fr your pen hieh a p a red in leer - a at 
thoughttul and path tic revi• which I ppreciated. 
I have been nera zy plea ed i th the hich my book 
ha be n rec : ve • t s ntly d. 

I re with care h notes on certain s n m, book 
which you in u e in o r lett r. .l • very f 1 o ou tor 
thn. r:he r v r i • .tnatin v n ~ re isa e 1th 
one or two of cone usiona . I ha 1 certainl., ke your ob-
eenation in in when c to revise t.he vol tor a second 
edition. In t ant· you y be inter ste to that .four 
printings ot the first e i tion baTe already a red. 

I have been corresoonding abo t a Hebrew trans t:i and ho 
that when a in Israel this forthcaning pr11 I 11 be in 

ition to ke fi 1 arran nta for a tranalati n. It wo 1d 
be tine if the ork were tranala ted into rench. ve you arrr 
wg _ stion• in this regard? 

i th wa .eat regards, and hoping to ou in th not too distant 
tuture and with be t Cbanukah tinge, I rem.in 

oat cordial:cy, mra, 

ABBA HI SIUDl 






