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OROTH 
P.O. Box 900 
Jerusalem, 
Israel 

Literary Center 
2 Salem Place 
White Plains, N.Y. 
U.S.A. 

Tel. 61638 11 el. w1f. 6-1697 

Memorandum from: 

Pinhas H. Peli, Jerusalem - Editor and Publisher 
Dr. Leon A. Feldman, White Plains - Editorial Consultant 

OROTH was founded over one year ago in Jerusalem, Israel, for the 
following purposes: 

1) To make available basic Jewish books - in popular edition - in 
Hebrew and in English, showing that Judaism is a way of life in 
the present-day modern world as well as having meaning for Jews 
living in and outside of Israel. 

2) To bring about a closer understanding between the Jewish commu
nity of Israel and the English-speaking countries, by presenting 
to the Hebrew reader the important Jewish works created in 
America, the United Kingdom, etc., and also to bring to the 
English reader, the literary products of modern Israel. 

3) To present the role of Israel in the world today and Israel's 
unique function in relation to a better understanding of the 
Jewish heritage and traditions which have developed throughout 
the ages. 

Bearing these purposes in mind, OROTH has not only stressed the high 
level in the contents of its publications, but has also given special 
care to the general appeal, format, type-face, cover, jacket, etc. 

Following are some of OROTH's projects -- a few have already been 
published, whereas others are being prepared for publication. 

I Al Ha-Torc!h, (About the Torah) - 600 pages 

A treasury of Jewish thought, containing modern interpretations 
and applying ethical concepts and values of the Torah to daily 
living. It also contains selections from Jewish lore, mores, 
customs, interpretations which have developed around the Torah. 

These two volumes have been carefully assembled, selected and 
edited by Rabbi Mordecai Ha-Cohen, and are presented on a high 
literary level. 

This work has been published in three different series -- in one 
volume, two volumes, and in a five-volume set, and the first 
edition has been just published, and an English edition is in 
preparation. 

• .. I 
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A Concise Lexicon of Jewish Knowledge 

This work is to have approximately 60,000 entries, the list of 
which is in preparation, and sample cards are ready. The 
research is being conducted by a group of young scholars in 
Jerusalem. The Lexicon will contain brief explanations, in 
concise form with cross-references, of terms in Jewish 
practices, concepts, sources, mores, folk-lore, etc., like 
Kaddish, Rashi, Minha, Kiddush, Tashlich, etc. 

This Lexicon will -fill the existing gap for a handbook for the 
Israel population, students, teachers, etc. An edition of 
25,000 copies in Hebrew is planned in three stages. 

This Lexicon, translated into English, would fill a long-felt 
need for such a volume in the U.S.A. and in other English
speaking countries, both for Jewish and non-Jewish readers. 

III Hagim Uz-Manim (Holidays and Festivals) 

A book on Jewish holidays and Festivals, consisting of selec
tions with full explanations of the meaning of Jewish holidays, 
both ancient and modern, especially as celebrated in modern 
Israel. Unlike all books on Jewish holidays, this book stresses 
the re-interpretation and meaning of the Jewish holidays in the 
life of the modern Jew, searching for an identification with 
the Jewish past. The preparation of this volume is undertaken 
in cooperation with the Committee on Jewish Living and Guidance 
of the Israel Government, and with the Office of the Chief 
Chaplain of the Israel Army. 

Although this work was originally designed for the Hebrew 
reader, OROTH believes that Jews living outside of Israel are 
also seeking new values and meaningful ways in observing and 
understanding the Jewish holidays. An English edi'tion is 
therefore in preparation. 

IIIa An experimental edition dealing with Israel Independence Day 
(Yom Haatzmauth) as a Religious Holiday. has already been 
published. 

IV Israel's Tenth Anniversarv 

Israel has created many new and valuable books since its estab
lishment nine years ago. As the tenth anniversary of the • 
founding of the State of Israel will be celebrated in 1958, 
OROTH is planning a selection of the "Ten Best Books" which 
will represent Israel's unique and creative literary activities. 
These volumes are designed for the Hebrew and the English reader 
and should be put out in special Anniversary Editions and priced 
accordingly. 

. .. I 
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V Religious Literature 

OROTH is cognizant of the prevailing tendency in Israel and 
in the English-speaking countries for a religious re-awakening 
and a re-evaluation of Jewish religious concepts, searching 
for a strong identification with Judaism and the creation of 
a meaningful Weltanschauung. 

Many books dealing with these subjects, have appeared both in 
England and in America. It is realized that some of the 
institutions with which the writers are connected in their 
respective count~ies, would support such a publication in the 
Hebrew language, and for distribution of same in Israel. 

A special Advisory Board has been set up to select these books 
to be translated from Hebrew into English, and from Ehglish 
and Yiddish into Hebrew. 

VI Hal,_ez_chah and Modern Life 

OROTH is cognizant of the practical problems of Halachah as it 
applies to modern Jewish life in Israel, and these questions 
have found their echo in America. 

To date, OROTH has published one volume called V'CHAI BAHEM, 
by Hayim Yitschak Abramovitz. 

OROTH has in preparation, several volumes dealing with Jewish 
laws and their application to Judaism as a way of life. 

OROTH specializes also in the publication of a series of 
doctoral dissertations and works dealing with Jewish scholar
ship, authored in Israel, America, England and in other countries 

VII Book Production 

The cost of printing and production of books, including binding, 
etc., is about 30% cheaper when done in Israel, provided it is 
handled locally under proper expert supervision. 

Thus OROTH makes available its facilities, consisting of 
experienced editors and translators, from Hebrew into English 
and Yiddish into Hebrew, as well as technical experts who will 
supervise the editing, preparation and production of manuscripts 
submitted and accepted. 
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Rabbi Leon • Feldman 
2 le lace 
hite Plains , ork 

y ar Ra b relro i 

T k you so u h for your letter ot o-" ....... r 2Sth hlch lao 
e1~losed t t ~rot • Pinllas 11. 

I very 1 uch it ... er, . .,e , of eour 
Hebrew translatj on 01 - book 
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c• el in pr l r I hall take the o,-.. ....... 
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""'""~,r:, .. ,.,.,. . SOiie 

to b in 
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n the eantille •• k to k.t ow, ii" pos ib , a 1it le ore 
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.1Y to et a-. li I. rael • 

ith armeat od w:i sh , I 

Cor ially yours , 

.l16aal ADDA HIL 1 I '!I 



RABBI LIION A . FELDMAN 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

2 Salem Place 
White Plains, N.Y. 

December 27, 1957 

I should like to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of December 11th. Please forgive the delay 
in replying to you; it wasn't because of neglect, 
but I communicated the contents of your letter to 
my associate, Mr. Pinhas Peli in Jerusalem. 

I have arranged that you will receive copies of 
some of the major publications which were issued 
by OROTH to date. I guess that you will also 
hear from Mr. Peli directly concerning the con
tents of your letter. 

With every good wish and kindes 
I remain 

ersonal regards, 

I 

Sincerely urs, 

Leon A. Feldman 
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«MASSADAH» LIMITED 

01JDH 1 ,::i,1 n1,go "'JW il!ll!Jill ilN!lllil"l il,:in 

PUBLISHERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF LITERATURE & ART 

Tel - viv, 2, Herzl St .. I'. 0. B. 29 

Dr. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio., USA 

Dea:r Rabbi Silver, 

Phone 6088 . •n, 

september 8, 1960 

e sincerely regret the delay in forwarding to you earlier our signed copy 
of the Agreement regarding the publication of your book in Hebrew. This was 
entirely due to non-receipt of confirmation of the Agre•ent fro• the 
Controller of Foreign Exchange here. This approval has been now received 
and we beg to enclose therefore a copy of the Agreeaeut signed by us. 

The translation of the book is proceeding smoothly and we will let you 
know immediately the manuscript is rea dy fo r printing. 

Wishing you a Very Happy Nev Yaar, 

Yours very s inc 

/ 

A.Peli / ;/ 
/ 
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MASSADAff Ltd. ii , 0 D 

Publishing House 

ISRAEL, TEL-A VIV 

a•,Do n•~•n 
JJ ar,:11•"J•"J • n, .:1•:11r.,n 

33, Lilienblum Str. P.O.B. 298 ,1011 . 'JD 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

BAL TIM ORE 18, MARYLAND 

ORIENTAL SEMINARY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 2, 196o 

I am happy to have your letter of October 26 and to know 
that you are har at work on a scholarly subject. I suggest that 
you turn the manuscript over to me when I am in Cleveland at the 
beginning of February so I can read it while I am in Cincinnati 
( February-May). Having spent my year as research professor at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in ew York (1958-59) working largely 
on oses and his contribution, I shall naturally be much interested 
in what you have been doing. The next three months are going to be 
so full of deadlines that I just can't take on anything ore until 
I get to Cincinnati, where Nelson has giv n re a moderate schedule 
(six hours a week) and where I am not going to conti~ue the intensive 
outside lecturing which has brought me to the verge of nervous 
exhaustion. So far this year, I have given about one hundred twenty
five public lectures and talks all over the country (not countin 
Icy' two months of teaching at Harvard this summer). 

Looking forward to seeing you early in February, I am 
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Hebrew Union (;ollege ✓ Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNIO _ Of AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIO;\S 

CI CINNATI 

EW YORK 

LOS A GELES 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
~. 105th ~t. & Ansel Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. ~ilver: 

CLIFTO AVENUE • CI CI ATl 20, OHIO 

February 11, 1961 

"( 

I am returning your manuscript by registered mail, and I want to thank you 
for giving me a chance to see it. Naturally there are a good many points -
even areas - where I should differ somewhat, but I have learned a good deal l 
from a careful reading of it. As l warned you, I cannot resist the tempta- / 
tion to read any manuscript as though I were proof reading

1
s0 you must not 

mind a number of very minor corrections to your typist's spelling. In 
general, I have not made af\Y comments on your views since they are yours/ 
and it would be out of place for me to try to convert you to my positions. 

In a few places I think that matters of fact are involved. On pp. 69.ff. I 
suggest that you give up the older spelling 11habiru 11 in favor of the now 
generally adopted hapiru, since we have both Ugaritic and Egyptian trans
criptions which establish the 11p. 11 I don't think Julius Lewy has yet 
changed his mind on this subject, si~e he is inclined to be tenacious in 
his views, but so far as I know every other competent scholar has given up 
the spelling with ''b. 11 In Babylonian cuneiform this period there is no 
difference in writing between bi and pi. My ow~ view (shared by many 
scholars) is that (Ibr'i goes back to (Apiru by partial assimilation and Umlaut. 

Another point which you may want to reconsider is on page 112 where you 
suggest that RTh be amended to TMR by transposition of two consonants. The 
trouble here is that a palm tree would demand plenty of water right under 
tne surface>which would presuppose the existence of an oasis - even if only 
a small one. -~~he retem, as Arabs call the broom plant) may give some shade -
does give a little shade - though scarcely enough to cover a man at noon. 
It is, however, better than nothing at all and vividly illustrates the situa
tion .t!;lijah was in. 

On pp 213 ff. you take a very cautious view with regard to the identification 
of the Essenes with tne sectarians of Qumran. 'dhile there are still a few 
doubters, I don't suppose they would include more than 1% of qualified 
scholars. Very great progress has been made in the study of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls during the past few years, and the objections formerly raised with 
some justification are now quite unnecessary. My former student, Ellis Rivkin, 
after having gone over to Zeitlin's position some years ago is wavering and 
admits that the evidence is strongly in favor of the identification. Another 



.,. . .. 

Dr. Abba Hillel bilver 
February 1, 1961 
Page Two 

former student of mine, also on the staff here, orman Golb, who was at one 
time strongly influenced by Zeitlin/has now come over to the side of the 
vast majority. ~o far as I know, all competent Israeli scholars, except a 
very few born dissenters, fully recognize the date in the Second Temple and 
the identification with the ~ssenes. 

Your book is beautifully written and full of moving passages; I am sure that 
it will have a very considerable success. / 

Cordially, 

wFA:ec 



February 20, 1961 

dear Dr. Albri htt 

Let me thank you tor your kind letter or February 11th 
and for the manuscript which you returned to me . I cannot 
tell you how gratetul I am for th trouble which you took 
in careful~ reading the manuscript and r n' the suggestions 
which you de. T t y011 found time in "our crowded schedule 
to go through the manuscript in so short a time is especiall1' 
appreciated by • e visited ew ork City over the week
end to attend the Silver Anniversary celebration of friends 
and I took the manuscript to t cmillan Com ny. They 
plan to publish it in the fall. 

I need not tell you hdlr delighted we all were with your 
presence here on February 5th and w1 th the lecture which you 
delivered. I trust t t you wi l be able to o e ck to us 
before very long. 

1th warmest regards and all ~ ishea and a n thanking 
you tar the time and trouble which you took in re ding the 
manuscript, I remain 

A~tbfm 

Dr. lliam F • Albright 
Hebrew Union Colle 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

st cordially yours, 

A Bl HILLEL SIL vm 
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«MASSADAH» LIMITED ~:JllD f1:J7D:J <il,OD> 

nllDH •,:1,1 n1,!JO "'JDJ il:l!Jill ilN:llil"'J il,:in 

PUBLISHERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF LITERATURE & ART 

Tel-Aviv, 2, Herzl St .. P. 0. B. 298 

18.4.1961 ,:1':1R-?n 

R n :> VJn i ' ' N :1 ' :1 

Phone 6088 . ?tl 

,,:i:>? 
,:i,,o ,,n K:ii i", :i,n 

1l?:1'?P 

c»io ,, 0,n,,0 ili, ,,,R, ii, . ,,so ':> ,,,,,n, D'n~v, ilN 
.,,,i ,i,,:i 

1:in:>~0 o,,R ,nliinin nnlnn nR ,n,w:i ,, 1ln?w ,1n0p:i; oinn:i 
nnln,, ?'R1M .,,,,; MY'ln R? nnlnn ':l D'l':10 1lR 10.4.61 D1'~ 

D'~' w,,n ,0 n»ipn ,,n nitn:i nn1R c,v,p:i~ ilRVJ pn» ,,,1~ M'n 
nn,R il?:ip R?1 ,,i,n, i(nnln ?:l:1 n,0,, D'ln1l 1lRW ,:i,) 

.1l:>1n, D':>on, ,,n-:in:> nR nRi ':i:>w 1lnln ,n,,n:i 

MMlMn ?Y o,,,gp~ 1lR ':> ,n:>?n:> ogi,n ,Don 'j D'11P~ ilR 
'1:>nw ':i:> ,0 ,iw•n in,,, p,w, inNxin nK :i:>Yl nRT ,:>:ii 
•T1Ml? NXD' ':i:>VJ n,,o 11pn ?:> ,,0,n, ?:l1l 1:i,~:> .n,10:> 

,~,:i,v, ??l:1 ':i:>? ,n,w:i MY'lM R? nalMVJ 1N~ c,iyoJ~ 1l 
.1:>iy '»:> ntn :i,wnn i»0n nN ,:ip, ,npnv, 0,,,p~, ,iKiin 
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ins A. Pell 
tt • .. ,adah" Llmi ted 
2 • He1· z _ Str~et 
P. ) .P .• 298 
el-Aviv 

I rael 

de r lss Peli: 

pri 1 • 1~~1 

As th date of th• publ lcnti < n of my bo k " re 
J daism Oi(fered", April 20, 1961 approaches, I 
would be very ple;i ed to rec lve frocn vou a progress 
rep rt. I have not seen anything of the Hebrew 
translation In manuscript. 

'1th warmest regard• and all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordta ly youra, 

AB~A HILLEL SIL"F.R 

AHS:bfm 

IA AIR MAIL 



Ml a A. Pell 
"Maa9adah" Llmi tecl 
2 Herzl Stre t 
P.O.~. 298 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

My dear Hts• Pelt: 

April 24, 1961 

I received this mornin~ the c PY of my book and I want to thank you 

for aendin~ lt to me. 1 as pleased with the ~eneral appe~rsnce of 
the book nd wh t 1 e 1 h ve not had the opportt nt ty of T~ 1 n th 
tran lation co~ letel • I am very pl@ased Ith the translnt on. It 
was faithfully and carefully d ne. In ~lanctn throu~h the volume 
hastt ly, t ca'l'Je upon a few tvpoRraphical rror which qh :1u d he 

eorr ted. A careful re-read\n wou,d P rl\ • reveal ot er errors: 

Page 199 -- 14th line front the top -

should read : 

Page 201 -- beginning of the 2nd paragraph -

ah<>uld read: 

Page 204 -- 5th line from the top-• 

sh uld read: 

Page 20 7 -- 4th l l ne from bott • --

aho11 ld read : 

If it ta not yet too late, I would augg st th t the careful eye of a 
proof-reader ahould go over the volume again. 

Wtth warmest re"ard• and all ood wlah••• 1 remain 

Very cordially youra, 

A S:bfm ABM HILLEL SILVER 



~rs. A. Pelt 
" . fassadah" T...l m\ ted 
2 Herzl Street 
P.0.B. 298 
Tel-Aviv, r,-raf"'l 

My dear Mx-9. Peli: 

A r!l 26, ::i'l 

Since writing~ last let ~rt, y u of pril 24th, I hav read the 
volume •~;here Judaism J>iff.ere<f" furth~r., nd I ind the following 
additional typo rHohlcal err.ors. If it 1~ n t too late, these errora 
sh 1 Jld b corrected; 1t th hooY h :;as lr 11d bP.en oublt~h d, I would 
suggest th ta peci&l err~tn s Ip he i erted: 

Page 32 -- 8th lie from the top - - t .~ fl. 1 e . 71 

should reiid: 621 

Pae .50 -- 5th Jtne frOT"' th, bottom -- the wor~ 

sho , _ r 

Page 58 -- 9th ltne roo, c top -- the word 

s ould read: 

Page 96 -- 8th line from th top -- the worda 

should read: 

Page 98 -- 12th line from th top -- the worda 

ahould read: 



- 2 -

Mra. A. Pell April 26, 1961 

Page 121 -- 8th line from th top -- the word 

sh,,uld read: 

Pa~• 121 -• 4th lin• from th bottom-• the worda 

llaou ld read : 

P•~• 157 -- 14th ltne from the top -- the question mark ahould 
be eliminated. 

Pa~e 176 -- 9th word frJ~ t1 top -- ahcu d not the word 

be: ? 
Page 228 -- the J:1rst word in the 4th pc1r.1graph --

Page 229 -- the fi t1 lin ro tl t p -• th~ word 

Page 229 -- 10th lie from the bottom -- t e ~ord 

h u d rE: : 

P•~• 267 -- Note 120 -- the word aepecta ahoutd read: aapecta. 

With warme t re•arda, I rematn 

Very cordially yours, 

AR :bf111 

A~~ UtLL!L SILVER 



Mra. A. Pell 
"Maaaadah" Limited 
2 Herzl Street 
P.O.B. 298 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

My dear Hr•• Pell: 

I would appreciate very auch lf you would let me 
~nar whether my book has already been put on sale 
in Israel and wh ther the list of correctlona has 
been included. 

l th warmest re~arda, I remain 

ery cordially yours• 

AB A HILL~L SILvmt 

AHS:bf 

VI AIR MAIL 
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June 9, 19~1 

rs. • Peli 
' ss dh, .iml ted 
.... ~ . 2Q 

tel - viv, Isr el 

Tha k you for y~ur !~t r , Jin 2nd. I am 
th t you r i ":- co ·r cti ,. 

1 ased 
t t 

end of tl•e hon • 
Ii u d oir cl te 
c pl of it v1~~ ✓ ir '.all, "n 
or t irt, c 1J e s vi -- .;:;'Jr ..,. _ . 
c ntact s ~~ 1 tit tl -P£ ~~r~ 
the bon~ ln gr ter 1uant1tt s. 

Af!S :bfm 

VIA AIR MAIL 

1T 

n o ,. ~ l,o k, 
111 t r@ _ o l" eour 

,11ti . 1 tw . tv-f iv 
al o t 
i.1ant to 

to 
e 

A , .. H 



June 30, 1961 

>1.y dear friend : 

I received t his morning the thrN copies of the Hebrew 
tranalati"n of my book, " bare Judaiaa Differed" which 
you kindly sent me. I want to thank you or the format 
of the book which is very attr ctive. I viah also that 
you vould extend to ir. Caro my profound thank• for the 
tine tranalation which be de. Bia tr nslat1on is r ith!ul 
both to the lett r nd to the spirit of the book am vhen 
I next visit Israel, I should w~sb to thank biJll in person. 

I•• sure thPt you will uke proper nnounc•ent in the 
Israeli pres• that the book has been published. 

' 1th all good wishee, I remain 

AHS:bha 

Mra. B. Peli 
Maaaadab, Limited 
P.O.B. 298 
Tel-AviW, Iara el 

Jli AIR MAIL 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



.. u st 14, l lil 
HE ~EF Th 'S I J . OF "'.·WET"? 1

:: JPD ISM JIF .... SD" SS. T . .S ~TFTS T(): 

I) • EL <iILV.:.R - 227 iverside Dr. ew 'ork 22, .Y. 

Dr. Emanuel 1eumann 2 50 ' • 5 7th S t • - ew 'or k t<l, . . • 

~r. Solomon 7eitlin - e Hebrew T niversit , Jr>rusalem, Israel 
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