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The NATIONAL JEWISH POST and OPINION

| Friday, September §, 1957
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| =—WOMEN'S VIEWPOINT

List of ‘Great’

THROUGH THE years the
mister has brought home s great
many books which had been sent
to the paper to be reviewed. Of
folfse 1 don't get to  read
through more than a few (no
time and some don't particularly
interest me} but of those that I
have read I have felt some are a
waste of good paper and would
just as well never have been
printed. Others are acceplable
And once In a while T dip into
one which 1 decide s a book to
be treasured,

O hand I would include In
these precious few that T would
hate to Jose such wvolumes as
Peace of Mind, Life Is With
Peaple (the study of Jewish life
in Eastern Europe), the aulobi-
ography of Solomon Maimon for
its first-hand account of Jewish
life in the elghteenth Century,
the Shulchan Aruch, the gulde
book our grandparents Hved by,

1 HAVE BEEN reading another
such work which T have decided
belongz: among those books 1
wolld treasure — Habhi  Abba
Hillel Silver's *“Where Judaism
Differed.”

Rabhl Silver pressnts Judalem's
sland on such question ns resist
ing evil, enjoying life, the equal-
ity of man, the relative emphasls
on life and death, the necd for
man io be saved. And he does so
courngrously, clearly, revealing
not only great scholarship but

__Andependent thinking.

IT IS POSSIBLE that, as a
gritic In commentary pointed out,
n a few instences Rabbi Silver
presents not so much what Juda-
ism stands for a2 what Rabhbi
Silver would like for Judalsm to
stand for, but on the whole one
wolld judge that hie presenta.
tion is accurate and that any Jew
who reads the book must become
a little more self-respecting as a
Jew. Tt is & volume that this gen-
eration needs and one that can
appeal to today's mind.

For an example of Rabbi Sil-
wer's presentation, let’s look at
Judalzm's stand on suffering.

“Suffering,” wriles Rabbl
Silver, "should not be sought
out as somelhing desirable,
but when It = inexorable It
should be accepted, whether
merited or unmerited, with-
out resentment, bitterness, or
rebellion . . . But suffering

{Judaism feit) is not a virtue

in itself. It is not the key to

the mystery of life, To court
poverly and persecution is
frequently the sign of =

neurosiz. If at the behest of
a great devotion a  man,
knowing suffering and sacri-

Now Includes Silver’s

By HELEN COWEN

Books

theless does not abandon his
cause, his merit Is great. But
In such a drama of the human
scul it is character that is
exalted, not suffering . . . Pain
and tragedy are not the pre-
requisites of greatness . . .
e need not broken and
tortured to discover the good-
nesg and Jove of God , , . One
should not force the erown
of martyrdom, Greater by far
tkan holiness achieved
tkrough one's suffering is
rezpongivensgs to the suffer-
ing of other men. That is
compassion, one of the pro-
foundest and noblest teach-
ings of Judajsm. To share
suffering and by s0 doing Lo
lessen and alleviate it—ta be
‘twurt . . . for the hurt of the

daughter of my people’
{<er, 8:21) — that = the
ultimate stadium in man's

spirftual progress"™
- L -

WE'VE HEAED before about
the harm that divores does (o the
children involved, but on the
whcle it was a rather vague pre-
senfation — the child. g hurt.
How? Oh, it's an unpleasant ex-
perience, we are told.

Well, the experience Iz defined
more concretely for us in a re.
lease [n last week's New York
Times on the 52nd annial meet-
ing of the American Socialogleal
Society.

IN A BURVEY of college
students whose parents had been
divereed, it was found that all
those questioned “lelt handi-
capped in social life afterward.
They reported having felt difrer-
ent and inferior to other chitdres |
ashamed and embarrassed. Ome
third said they had tried to “save
face™ and “cover up” the fact of
diveree, some by telling friends.
a parent was away om a trip or
dead.”

Semething for couples (with
children) who are contemplating
diveroe to think about.

Israel Oil Find

TEL AVIV (NJF) — New ofl
areas have been discovered heve,
the Jerusalem Post reporied this
week. A drill stem test showed
presenice of ofl at Bror 3 near
here, The test was stopped when
the nil rose to within 50 feet of
the surface, when the examining
peoogist became convinced a rich
laver was present. The test
puruping is seheduled for a fort-
night from now.

SYNAGOGUE ARISING

NEW YORK—Construction of
a new synagogue at the Mosad
Alivah Children's Village, in
Petych Tikvah, s now going for-
wied,

STOWAWAY

OR NOT?

A (NJP—When s a
way & stowaway?

would be a proper
questign in the case of 14-
year-old Deborah Pasternak,

Debdrah  had left Israel
eight months ago when her
father ‘'emigrated to Cuba.

Lonegome for lsrael, she
promised herseld to sStowaway
on the first Isrmel boat,
which ghe promptly did when
and Isracli freighter docked
&t Havana.

J

HATOG
Sundhy, Sept. 8, 10:05 a. m. EDRST
—Rabbl Jacoh K. Shankman of
Temple Isracl, New Rochelle,
M, Y., will speak on the Mes
sage of Israel program, ABC.
Sunday, Sepd. 8 12:30 p. m. EDST

—Mark Van Deren and Mau-
rice Samue]l will present the
/last of o series of dialogues on
The Wisdom Books of the
Bible, on the Eternal Light
program, MNBC.

TOURSE, STUDMES ISRAEL

JERUSALEM — Lart Bumlart,
director of rehabilliation In the
Thalland government, came to
Tsrae]l last week for a month's
study tour,
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SUGARINE s Kosher and is
Approved by The Unign ol
Orihodox Jewish Congregalions.

JERUSALEM (NJP) — Ieras
may impose a tax of 150 Israell
pounds on lis citizéns. who wanl
to take trips out of the country.

Finance Minister Levi Eshkol
told the press that a tax om
pleasure trips was “certainly just
and moral” to raisé funds for
housing, hospitalization and sa.
cial welfare for new immigrants

He zaid that certain categories
would undoubtedly be given re-
ductions from the tax, including
students and sclentists, If theis
trips were “really” for study and
research.

The previous fee on exit visas
was fwve pounds. The levy was
imposed by administrative action

Israel Plans Big Tax
On Trips Out of Couniry

of the ministerial sconomic cofne
mittee, not by legislation.

Eshkol answered public oppo-
sition by sayving “the extrava-
ganza of vacation trips” in recent
months does not jibe with Israel's
economic condition, He sald there
is doubt the overwhelming o=
jority of irips abroad come under
the heading of Mxuries.

FILGRIMAGES FPLANNED

NEW YORK—Two pilgrim-
age teurs to Israel during the
Jewish State's 10th anniversary
are planned under the auspioes
of the Mizrachi Women's Organ-
izatlon of America.
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Reviewed by TRUDE WEISS-ROSMARIN

THE STORY OF Junalss.
By Bernard |. Bamberger. The
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations. 477 pages. 85.
Where They DiFrenreD,
By Abba Hillel Silver. Macmil-
lan Co. 318 pages, $4.50.
Jupassm Uspen Freepous.
By Ira Eisenstein. The Recon-
structionist Press. 262 pages.
£3.50.

Aumwml Rabbis Bamberger,
Silver and Eisenstein differ in
their re ive & to
Judaism in its American phase of
development and form of expres-
sion, as well as in their selective
em on the leading ideas
and ideals of the past, they share
the common ground of the hgnnly
and the concern over its survival,

While Rabhi % his-
tory of what he terms “the inner
content of Jewish life™ is ly
“centered on religious i ob-
servances, and institutions,” Rabbi

/i

THE WORK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE PEACE; AND THE EFFECT
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS QUIETNESS AND ASSURANCE FOREVER.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS - FORD MOTOR COMPANY
THE AMERICAN ROAD, DEARBORN, MICH.

leaiah 32:17

Eisenstein's collection of essays
marks a station, ns it were, in
what he describes as his “constant
search for the proper synthesis of
};:duism and A.mtzl‘i[:ti?l:ﬂ." Rab-

i Silver, too, izes the cen-

pattem and is mindfol of that
which all religions have in com-
mon, He n however, that the
differences between Judaism and
Christianity should be stressed as,
otherwise, stagnation and loss of
individual creativeness is bound
to overtake them. Writex Rabbi
Silver:

“There is much which all religi

have in commen and much which

differentiates them. Their com-

mon purpose in the workd will
not be advanced by r ot

wa tion. Were all arts, phi-
and rel cast into
one mokd, man would be the

poorer for it. Unwillin to
ize differences ing::lllil'

is no evidence of bl‘mdmifﬁ

ness, To | these differences

is to overlook the deep cleavages

which existed in the past and to

assume a similarity of doctrine

and un:l.hnh which does not exist

in present. The attempt to

gloss over these dlﬁmm-spntu @

ure of will is & super-

| act which serves neither the

of scholarship nor the

realities of the situation. It is far

Etﬂ hnddmﬂkﬂl to lock

Wa together on
' Ihhly; of a

tion of dissimiarities rather than

on a fictitions assumption of

identity.”

Rabbi Sibver's book wovers a
good deal of the ground which
Rabbi Bamberger spreads out be-
fore the reader. However, while
“The Story of Judaism” is o chron-

pl‘muhliuh and, as the
autﬁ informs us in the opening
sentence, meant “not for the
scholar, but for the general read-
er,” Rabki Silver's is prob-
lem-centered and frankly schol-
urly, although non-technical, Rab-
bi Eisenstein's volume is a mis-
celany of popular and scholarly
£ssays on | , Zionism and
brael which eriginally appeared
in magarines for the general L_l-
ish reader, as well as in publica-
tions for the cognoscenti,

Rﬂ.lﬂ-‘l Bamberger's chronicle of
Judaism is divided into eight
E:ﬂ:h su.lI:«:I.'iwi-uim-dlwl into a ;u_I:; I:utsi}
o -wo o TS, te
the ﬂgy thiat heigm with Abra-
Bam and which is now entm‘ng
upon & new eycle—in Israel an
in America—with the skill of the
experienced teacher and the art-
istry of & creative writer. Unlike
many Jewish scholars who hon-
estly mean o write "for the gen-
eral reader”™ but end up hz pro-
ducing still another book for the

Rabhi Bam has
m:d up to his pledge. One
veed not have any previous Jew-
ish knowledge in order to under-
stand hiz book which is thorough-
 adult in its approach and non-
technical in the presentation. The
division of the volume into brief
| chapters and the appended “Ques-
| Hons for Study and Discussion”
{ make “The Story of Judaism”™ a
! vatural for adult study groups
| s well a5 a good text for home

study

_| .\-ldll.ll}' will question Rabbi Bam-

trality of religion in the Jewish |

| hirtgu': - ization of
| “the core ewish experience”
| into a “reli 'm,u" realm and into
“secular philosophies,” for, as
Rabbi Silver reiterates, it is
cisely the unification of the re-
| ligious and the secular, the spir-
itual and the physical —on the
level of the individual as well as
on that of the Jewish -
which makes ] 1 . A
Also, we are not so sure as
Rabbi Bambe is that “the
American ]ruh Renaissance”™ is
a uine iotas- ren-
B
suburbia seem to prove that, thus
far, the “retum to ]ud.mnl nd is
a return to organizational a
agogue affiliation ' primarily,
dassah members will be gratified
that Rabbi Ba notes their
“monumental for PUIDII:'
health and child welfare in Pal-
estine,” but they will hardly relish
his description of Hadassah as
“the official women’s section of
the Zionist jization of Amer-
ica.” But these minor objections
in no wise detract from the ex-
cellence and usefulness of “The
Story of Judaism.”

HiLg Rabbis Silver and Bam-
berger are ily con-
cerned with “theory,” Rabbi Eis-
enstein implements his i i
cal chapters with practical sug-
pestions, Thus he defines as "our
task today: to the ‘alienated’
Jew a sense of hi and an

:rpwclntiun of the potentialities
Jewish life” by means of the

“"art of Jewizh livi in the
matrix of Jm& Judaism.
As an “orthodox™ Recomstroction-
ist, Rabbi Eisenstein follows Dr.
Kaplan Faithfully also in demand-
ing a “revision” of the coctrine of
Jewish chosenness,

Like the Father of Reconstruc-
tionism, Dr. Eisenstsin overlooks
what both Drs. Bam and
Silver state so well, namely, that
chosenness, us interpreted

tion but a
of self-purification” (Silver) and
that doctrine of Jewish
chosenness, ie, the mission of Is-
rael, is not particularistic but "is
part of Jewish universalism™
{Bamberger).

One may also wonder whether
HRabbi Eisenstein's hope for the
rise of "a religion of democracy
in America” and his ion of
“faith in inter-faith” is not the
hankering for the kind of uni-
versalism which Rabbi Silver dis-
owns as follows: “The oae univer-
versal church in which to be
worshipped, but one universal de-
votion. In the realms of asocertain.
able facts, umif can be
looked for. In the reabms of art
und philosophy there cen be only
sincerity of quest and expression
—only dedication, Religion is the
supreme art of humanity,”

American Jewry is still far from
being the tic commun-
ity” which Rabbi Eiseastein de-
lineates according to the Recon-
structionist blue-print, but in the
spiritual-intellectual realm of ex-
pression is well estab-
lished and even t for granted.
We therefore anticipate that these
three new int tive a-
tions of llludaum in thres different
keys will find the audience and
response they richly deserve.


















































































ERETZ ISRAEL

REVISTA ILUSTRADA PARA LA AMEWICA LATINA
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ACTUALIDAD

LA

En Isrcel, comio ea sabide, ios soldados

hombres. Aqui vemes ua deslgcomenio
de tropo femenino, rindisnde bonotes a
un diplomailce extranjers, camine a la
pressntocion de wus credenciales ol Preal
dente de la Nackn. Es probablements la
enica guordia de hooor lemening que
cumple 1oles funclones en lo ocwalidad.

V Y

E mujsres cumplen Iguoles ‘arecs qus loa
o’

"

En Montevideo. lo delegacion de lo Kne-
sl —parlemenio de [soel e recibida
con hoocres milliores en la Cosa da Go-

Dasda Sde Boker. donde poso uno breve lempo<oda
ds wacociones, el Premier, David Ben Gurlén. hlzo
una escapada hocia ol lUnde de lo famosa “lranja
de Goza”, deada el sjerciie de larasl sigue em po-
sicion de oloria, pora prevenir cualquier sorgresd
de parts de loa buenca vecinos. . Lo vemos aqui
on componia de alquacs jeles m'litares. recodundo
an una reunién sencillz ol gran dio, 19 de cclabre
de 1956, cwande loa fusrzas lsraslies lusron =ovil
lizodas para dor el passs de unos 400 kilématros
jue wn dié en llamar lo “Accion Sinai™

I:.
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Uruguayas.

bierno, al eatrar alli para presentor sus
wnludes ol jele del Conssie ds Goblerne
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