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THE WORLD CUSIS AND JEWISH SURVIVAL

For twenty-five years now, men have lived in
a world of mounting hate, intolerance, and big-
otry, of revolutions. invasions, wars, the rise and
fall of empires, and amidst the slaughter of mil-
Tions of their kind. Great peoples have destroyed
their libertics and ¢aslaved themselves, Millions

_ of men cower tocay in terrorized submissiveness,

The wealth of nations is being drained by war and
by preparation for wars whicks will also drain the
lives of their people. The mind of man, trained
and sharpened by generations of scientific educa-
tion. ‘s mow applied to the perfection of the war
technique. So that the discoveries which stience
records in our day in such great numbers no longer
fill the hearts of men with pnde or enthusiasm.
They suspect tha: these things will not contribure
either to their happiness or security. The buman
spirit stands today frightened. weighted down
with apocalyptic foreboding, as if awaiting the
¢rash of dﬂﬂ'ﬂ'lj

Y Tie thoughtfal among man have accordingly

begun to mearch carncstly for the via salutis, the
road away from Jisaster. Thev are secking desper-
ately hard to rediscover that vision which weas
gomehow last anidst the brilliant pageantry of
scientific achieve nent in the last century. 1o the
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hurt and sorrow of the wodd, They uaderstand
now whal the wise men of he earth have always
konown: that increased knovwledge does not neces-
sarily mean increased goodness or happiness. that
[acts are not in themuelves Blasngs. that “truth
can make us mad as well a= free,” that the pro-
longation of Yuman life is net the same as the im-
provement ol buman life, that the acceleration of
a process does not always imsure a finer producr,
that change does not necessarly spell progress, and
that democracy, as Lecky peinted out a half cen-
tury ago. mzy often destroy liberty.® They realize
now that the fault is not with science or cduca-
tron or democracy, as such, Eut with the interpre-
tation which men have put apon them, with the
ompipolence and autonomyp which they have
ascribed to them and with their failure o vnder-

stand that sience. education and democracy are J¥

micans and mot eods in themselves.

What has been tragically missing in cur civiliza- |

tion is the compelling and wnifying faith in the
great human goals which rligion, aad religion
alcoe, has gzt for mankind, and towards the at-
taiament of which science. education and democ-

racy shoeld contribute, if they are to fulfill their
chiefl fun<tion. Mankind lost sight of these goal.

Trereflore humzn progrese today has no clear di- Bl-EL

iy ion. Good material and good tocls arc nat
encugh [oe the builder. He must have a plan.
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