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NEW VOLUME BY 
Sil VER OUT TODAY 

Rabbi's Essays Examine 
Jew and Judaism 

BY TED ROBINSON 
A group of thoughtful and ex

ceedingly eloquent essays by Cleve
land's famous Rabbi A. H. Silver, 
entitled "The World Crisis and 
Jewish Survival," has just been 
published by Richard R. Smith. 

Rabbi Silver considers the fac
tors that threaten the very exist
ance of the Jewish people today, 
critically examines the status of 
the Jew and of Judaism in our 
time, and inquires how the threat 
is being met. He has confidence 
in the survival value of Israel, and 
his confidence is in no small part 
based on the history of the past. 
He says: 

"Only one fact can we postulate 
with confidence about the history 
of our people. As a people, we 
have survived! There may be a 
difference of opinion as to how or 
why, but none as to the actual fact. 
We have survived-the one people 
that has come down intact from 
antiquity, that can trace an un
broken line of physical and spirit
ual continuity through 35 centuries, 
the one race that exemplifies in 
the modern world historical con
tinuity and survival par excel
lence." 

Not Accomplished by Isolation 
He proceeds to point out that 

this survival was not accomplished 
by isolation, but was achieved in 
the very midst of the warring na
tions of the world. 

"We were invaded. \Ve were at
tacked. We were exiled. We were 
driven over the face of the earth. 
We were scattered and broken, 
hounded and harassed, through long 
and weary centuries. We clashed 
with great empires. We resisted 
mighty civilizations. We were sur
rounded by militant faiths which 
sought to absorb us or to destroy us. 
We are today again upon the rack 
in the torture chambers of the 
earth. Nevertheless, we survived! 
And for our size, we are today 
the ~ost alive and creative people 
in the world." 

Five Essays In Volume 
The question of whether the Jews 

will be able to prove their genius 
for survival in a Nazi-F •ist-Com~ 
munist dominated worla. is calmly 
approached and confidently an
swered. Of course this question 
hinges upon the possibility that the 
world will be so dominated-a 
possibility which is almost un
thinkable to all of us. In a world 
where all democracy and human 
rights and values are overthrown, 
the problem of survival is as acute 
with the gentile as with the Jew. 
But the author believes that ne_it~er 
will consent to a ro!e of passivity, 
abdication and escapism. 

There are five essays in this ab
sorbing volume, and in them Dr. 
Silver considers many pha es of 
Jewish thought and experience. It 
is impo ible for me to r .., such 
a book adequately in the space at 
my disposal; but I can at lea t urge 
readers of every creed and . race lo 
give it their earnest atte~tion_. . Its 
mes age is poignant and mspmng. 

'The World Crisis and Jewish 
Survival," attractively bound an_d 

rinted, contains 221 pages and 1s 
~tailed at $2.50. It appears in the 
1,ooklbopa today. 

Religion Review 
Rabbi Silver Holds Fate of Jews Critical for 

Democracy ... New Tide of Faith 

BY WALTON W. RA 'KIN barometer, records the impressions 
I h Editor of changes in the spiritual atmos-
iurc . phere and unfolds the vision of de-

Few prophets of o~r time have velopments to come. It it therefore 
seen with greater clarity the prob- significant when he says: 
lems and issues of the contem- p d. t 

1 
. 

• • th Cl re 1c ncommg porary world s1tua_t10n an . eve- Tide of Faith 
1Iand's own Rabbi A. H. Silver, 
whose recent book, "The World '.'We ense an incoming tide . of 
Crisis and Jewish Survival," brings faith am?ng our ~eople, a fa~th 
together in a beautifully wri~ten I charged m. some mstances with 
volume the insights and conclusions deep . mysticism. . It should n?t 
\Vhich Dr Silver has arrived at I surprise us. and 1t would be m 
through p

0

rofound study of world keeping w_ith sir~ilar moments in 
history and Jewish history. o~r past history, if ou~ age should 

Dr. Silver emphasizes again the witness a strong mystic movemei:it 
close relationship betwe n anti- among our people. Such '!1yst1c 
Semitism and current attempts to movements followed _the expul 10n of 
undermine democracy. the .Jews from Spam and Portugal 

"Anti-Semitism," Dr. Silver right- ,at the close o! the. 15th cent~ry 
ly says '"today is the reich's fifth and the appalling disasters which 
colum;_', l overlook Polish Jewry in the 17th 

The quotations Dr. Silver ha se- c~ntury. The present-day ~xpul
lected from the two learned non- s101:s of the Jc •~- the tragic ex
Jewish theologians, John MacMur- pcrien_ce. of J?Yrlad of refugees, 
ray and Jacques Maritain, are very the . dismal pllgh~ _of war-ravaged 

t They stress the contention that Je :i ·h commumt1es throughout ff e· present world conflict is ea:;~ern Euroupe_. the . stress under 
grounded in an irreconcilable ~on- which Israel fm?s itself _ every
flict between paganism and Judaism. where, coupled . with the distressed 

mood of mankind generally, may 
Extirpating Jewi h give rise to a strong mystic move-
Influence on World ent which will express itself in 

John Macmurray particularly, in religion and literature and in 
the quotation cited by Rabbi Siiver, personal habits of thought." 
discerns the nature of Hitler's con- The interpretive studies of Jewish 
test with Judaism. He says that history in the book are invaluable. 
Hitler recognizes that his task is Dr. Silver has done for this age 
"to extirpate the influence of the what the great prophets of Israel 
Jewish consciousness upon the did in theirs, namely. view history 
world." The quotation, with Dr. ''sub specie aeternitatis" (under the 
Silver's comments, continues: form of eternity) and see religion 

"At all costs the leaven must be in history as the annals of God in 
got out of the lump, or very soon time. 
the whole will be leavened, and the For J ws and non-Jews alike, 
result will be the final end of the these studies are of vital interest, 
'Aryan' (sc. pagan) trad!tion. Eu- lbut the mes age which strikes 
rope will be so false _to itself that I home most forcibly is Dr. Silver:s 
it will create a univers~l Com- 1 as~ertion: "The Jewish problem 1s 
munLm < ote: Commu01~m. not the world problem epitomized." 
necessarily, but justice), which will I In effect. democracy and the 
destroy blood and race as the ba~is Judeo-Christian tradition are bound 
of civilization. destroy the beauties I up with one another and the fall of 
and the hero1 ms of the struggle one means the fall of the other. I 
for power, deny ~he natural su- This is the le son which many 

1 periority of he white races, and of Americans have not yet under- , 
Germans in particular, and produce stood and need to understand. and 
universal equality and brotherhood. toward its understanding Rabbi 
Th Jewish spirit is not merely Silver has made a most notable 
under the illusion of the e idea ; it contribution. 
1s the force, in he world, which 
creates hem in idea and compels 
he rest 0f humanity to achieve 

them in practice." 
One of the prophetic notes of \he 

book is the discernment of an in

coming ide of faith among th_e 
Jewish people. With his extraordi
nary knowledge of Jewish hi~tory 
and of Jewish mystici m. Dr. Silver 
is well qualified at forecasting 
trends and tendencies in Jewish 
life. His intellect, like a sensitive 

I 

FIVE essays dealing with varied 
a pects of the problems that 
confront modern Judaism 

make up Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's 
newest work. "The World Crisis 
and Jewish Sun·ival." 

In the course of his discussions 
Dr. Silver, rabbi of The Temple 
in Cleveland, shows how the war 
on democracy had its beginnings 
in war on the Jewish people, how 
anti-semitism is used as a weapon 
in the totalitarian program for 
world domination. 

The Jews have through history 
succ~ssfully survived other dark 
hours in their existence, Dr. Sil
ver recalls and then proceeds to 
show they can meet the challenge 
of those forces that threaten them 
today. 

The role of Zionism in Jewish 
life and the place of the prophet 
in Jewish history, are also dis
cussed. 

Dr. Silver writes with the tell
ing fluency and force that mark 

• his speeches. (Richard R. Smith, 
2.50). 



This Cli f)11ing From 
WINSTON SALEM, N. C. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 
TIMES-UNION 

JUN 22 1941 
JOURNAL Facing the Future 

Je 
Face 

THE WORLD • ·o JEWJSll 
RVIV L. croup of ~ . ay . b • 

• bba Hillel , ilver. Ri~h_ard R. , !!!.!th, 
cw York. 221 pp. • I JSi l. 

Thank God for an arrogant Jew. 
It i wi h such a prayer, and 

with a deep, real reverence that 
this reviewer pre ·ents to po ·siblc 
Twin-City readers a book which 
ha within its content a great 
deal of the inspiration and the 
comfort of a reading of the Holv 
Bible. Its author, to our mind, is 
a modern prophet of the direct 
line of the men who wrote and 
worked as re::!orded in the Old 
Testament. 

THE WORLD cm. I A. 'D JE\Vl, H 
, tRYJ\' L.-By Abba Hlllel SUver. 
N York, Rlcll.lJ;._d R. Smlth. 

Rtde\\ed b~· 1. ra.-1 L. A&phiM 
In a. series o! brilliant and provo

ca.tlve e aya, full of learning and 
deep thought, the author ha. given 
u a m06t challenging statement o! 
the Jew In the world today. It wa 
m great pleasure to listen with rapt 
attention to the delivery ot the first 
e ay in th! volume by the writer 
hlmsel! when he addres~ hi col
leagues in the Rabbinate or the An
nual Conference o! American Rabbis. 
He held me spellbound by his perfer-

ld oratory, by his keen ana.Iy ls, and 
the earnestne s with which he drove 
home his thought. 

The Jew, har .. sed and hounde<i as 
he l toda.y under the ruthlessness o! 
Nazldom needs to take hope. He has 
been uprooted before ln his long his
tory and has undergone vicissitudes 
on numerous occasions. I! he re
mains stead!Mt he wm not be van
quished. Upholding the spiritual 
Idea d traditions that molded him 
in the all the d1abollcal designs 
o! Hitler w naught. Not that 

"J 

Abb S .1 • t h • th and preach o a i ver 1s a eac er m e I brour:1ht it om 
Temple of Cleveland, a "learner" That of arrogan will olve all 
he calls him elf in his dedication, the problems of this so sorry, so 
and thi • humbleness in the indi- magnificent cri i •. 
vidual has become, over a span 
of years which has brought him 
honor from his own race and from 
his friends and even detractors, a 
noble arrogance of race which 
shines through thi group of five 
e says as "the shining armour" 
of prophet of a living God of old. 

Po e Que tion 
Hi. first es ·ay in thi volume 

pose the que ·tion: Shall the Jew 
urvive this world crisi · '? And 

immediately the next sentence an
swers and po es another: How 
shall the Jew survive this world 
crisis? Hillel Silver, in the wis
dom of years of freedom and a 
deep belief in his own true God, 
is not one bit interested in sur
vival unless it mean the ur
vival of his proud rac as children 

A Challenge 
The whole of this volume can 

well be called a history of the 
Jewish race within the theme 
which is startlingly new of a new 
mis ionary idea, the idea that 
J ewery may be t r e s o l v e Hs 
de tiny in a determined fight to 
turn the world again to one true 
God. For the social tudent it 1s 
this theme discussed as again t 
the nationalism which has been 
evidenced in the recent Pale tine 
settlement , and the nationali ·m 
which Hitler claim is the nece -
sity of his German peoples. Best 
of all, it i a challenge to a for
ward movem nt to take the place 
of the series of retrogressions 
which are the banes of this age. 

Thank God for an arrogant Jew. 
- E. RL l K, 

the Je • thrives on u!fering, but 
through hh1 suffering he wm emerge 
a wltnes to the llvlng truth; that 
the moral principles hl sages and 
prophe enunciated long ago are 
part and parcel of the Chris Ian 
ethic These he will never yield to 
the p. gan philosophy o! brute force 
and rnnk materialism or Hitler, for 
what the foe o! the Jew ls y te
matlcally attempting to do 1. not 
only to uproot the Jew, bu the Judea
Chri tlan ethics which are contrar~ 
to the cold, brutal, pagan progra.m of 
rac supremacy and world domination 
or one super-state. The tv;o cannot 
exist side by side. The molder or 
"blood and oil" ln Germany know 
thi full well. Hence their cruel de
termination to exterminate not only 
the Je but the Jewish plrit. 

To any one who desires to acquaint 
himself with the problem. o! the 
Jewish people in a troubled world 
and ~ee in the fate and de tiny o! 
the Jew the challenge to we tern civ
llizatlon, I hear Uy recommend 
thoughtful perusal of he Inspiring 
es a s of this di tlngulshed Rabbi in 
I•rael. 

. 
TIIE WORLD ,RlSIS A D JEWI II 
SURVI\'.\L, by ,\ bb;i Hillel ilver. , z.50. 

Richard R. Smith. Five essays on Jewish cul
tural and political subjects by the erudite 
Cleveland rabbi. I le explore the natural in
terdependence of liberal democracy and Jew
ish culture at a time when this phenomenon 
is deeply significant for the survival of free
dom in the civilized world. - E . L. 
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Jewry in the Crisis 
Rabbi Abba Hill l :il\'er, spit'itual 

eader of the Templ of Clevel nd, O .. 
n a ; rie of es ·ay ha examined 
he statu or th Jew and Jud, ism 

.n the modern world. Fiv of. the~P 
es ays are publish d under th~ t1tl, ~r 
'The \\'orld Crisis and Jewish UI -

vi val'' (Richa • mith, • ·ew Y?~:k, 
:?.50). T ~ ays ~,·ere nut-

ten for t11e • en ral ontercnc of 
American Rahl>i:, one in 193,3 • nd tht• 
other in 1ni1, another \\:1. r_ead b -
fore the conv ntion or the _nion ?f 
American H hr w Congreg-at10n in 

1!13!! a fourth wns pre:-ent d a the 
Har~·arrl ,!;tunmer .·cl1ool conf r ~lCl' 

Ja,-t year an,! th ln~t i,- the Du<1l1·.~a1~ 
Jectur gi\· n at Han·ard in th Pl in,._ 

of 1 !.l Hl. 
D,· ~ih'er ,·ie\, s thP nienP , t 

Jews a'!ain. t a lnc 1· 1111,1 or world 
sent., ,1aain1-t the bre· _kr~ \\ ~1 .. o: 

c!,·ilization an<! frt m an 1-d~nut!i-n. 
and H. political mo iv.iti ,11 .. \\'ntci-; 
Dr ilver in his prpfacr., ''Tlw " . r 
which 1:- now ..:h,tkin"' th \\'Orld will 
affect Jews and J1Hla: m wd1<'all~, l'f'· 

~ardle~~ of it, ont ome. 1t \\ill! ,1an!:t 
the fHce of hn ntire \,·orld .• o l o
ple nnd no culture w1B cape._. • • 
I belle,·e that the h,1::-1 • ,·ondui;10n 
touching the tan~lr<l prohlcrni; of ~u, 
exi-;tencc will I vindi ated m thP [t~

ture as th-::r \\' re in the pn t. It !-5 
not in i~norance of tlw fo cful 11n~!")

hilitie. of the Jon!::', snspemlcd en 1 

of our d,tY, • thnt the: ('!=:ay • ~,·:re 
written. hut rather in ull r 'CO!:nltlon 
of them bnt al. in full and un. hakcu 
faith ii{ th deep qui. t channPls of 
sttength whkh mo~e ·1len~ly bene3:th 
the surface wi t.· and whirls of .cir 
cumstance. anci , ·hich b~ar our _lives 
steadily onward to their appomted 
de tinies." 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 
BANNER 

-

THE WORLD CRISIS AND JEW
ISH SURVIVAL. By Abba Hill l 

ilver. 211 pp. ~ ... ew York: Rich-
ard R. mith. ~.50. • 

by 

RABBI ABRAHAM CHILL 

A... THE present crisis, world 

Jewry faces the f1e1cest battle 

for survh·al in all its entul'ics

o!d s rugglc against ·tine ion. A 

scientifically implemented hat ba

rism-founded in p udo national

ism, pseudo socialism, and 

pseudo raci. m-which ha behind 

the resoui ces of powerful gov

today threatening 

the ,·ery existence of Israel. 'The 

war now raging in the Old ·world 

nnd which is so sv•iftly engulfing 
tlle r w, b, gnu as a , ·ar on democ
racy an<l un the Jewish p oplt•. 
The intnlockin <le. tini s of the 
two have :1gnm b en made mz ni
f ·t. Th murdero11s as mlt upon 
ti whol.: Judaco-Ch1·i. ian cu1t 
or the \\. st rn \ ·01 lrl ,, a l" I d 
and has b en symbol' . h • th 
de lat'ation of total war th 
Jews. The Jcwi:-h probl 1 i 
again the world proble 
miz d. , 

How arn Jews anrl .Jurlai. m n 
i ~ this gra\'est risii. in th 1r long 
his ory :' \ 'hat are their dcfen:sc'>, 
their techniques and their re
sources? \\ ill they he a hie to prove 
their genius for su "\'ival under the 
new conditions of a _ azi-Fascist
Communist dominated world'; 

Dr. Sil\·et· has critically examined 
tl1e status of the Jew and Judaism 
in the moclern world and has t.al,en 
stock of the forces of both disin
tegt-ation and conser ·ation, or de
stl·uction and revi •al. In this vol
ume he state some of his confident 
and challenging conclusion . 

" \·hat should ther fore concern 
us today is not wheth r the Jc\·· 
ish people will survi\' , but how. 
• hall it b nffirmati\·ely and hal
l ni(ngl ' a in the gr at period of 
the p . holding our banne s high 
in a rla\' battle and storm; or 
negati\'cl~-. c ing into the nooks 
and cranni<'s o e eat-th, wailing 
for 1.hc wrnth to pa and g-ratcful 
for the m<'rc gift of c.' nee and 

ur, hral 
sm 'i\'/11 '?-the Jewi. h p ople as a 
, hc:le will not, I he! \'c, hccnu e 
it ( , nnot con ·ent to such n role of 
rm . ivity, ahdica ion nn l e c pi. m. 
\\'hf n dani~ers threaten, when the 

1 1 Y appC"ar on the hot izon, th n 
the Ark of the Co\'enant het;"in to 
mo • , and a militanc~·. a hilt r stub
hornn ss, a. ~harp defiance con rs 
rnto the hearts of our re pie anrl 
they are read,· fol' halt le . . . " 
Tho .Tew will defend himself hy an 
auda ious countcra lack all along
the hn upon all thing which sot 
totalitarian trends in motion in the 
worlcl and which in turn arc cr\'ed 
b , th m- upon corruption and . pc
cial rivi}ege, upon pover : and the 
econo 1ic in ecul'ity of the masses, 
u ,on monopoly and . ·ploitation, 
upon militarism and national x
hibitionism, upon race anogance 
and rnce domination. 

In the com·se o! hi:,; ii\'e pene-
11' ting ·:ays, Dr . .'ilver touehe ' 
illum1natin°1 , upun many ph· • 
J wi h thought an xp 1·ience -
An i-.' milism anti it. politic l 
1nuti 'lltion. , Cnl'i tian-J wbh 1 l l

n nd th ir point of contact 
onflic , Zioni m, Judai. m and 
\'ariou eculRt' sub titu e, 

, -h·c have heen offe1 <'d, anrl the 
cl •n:imics of the J wi. h :pirit a: 
• ,·c led in the unh1oken tia<ii

tion of pmpheti. m. Dr. Rih·er is the 
.pQkrsman of th total pro ram 
anrl the classic halanc whioh C'har
actcrize the g-1 P.:tt epochs in Jpwii::h 
his ory and which 1csis all efforts 
to re<iuce Jc, ·ish life to what is 
only a. fraction of itself. 

Those of u who are personally 
acquain d with Rahhl ih' r and 
his fearle.s l adez 'hip have ex
pected somethin.,. to .·pring from 
hi prolific p n along- the order of 
this collPction of P. ·ay~. \,\ ilh no 
hcsi anc ' and entrd ining no com
punction he launch • a. ''hlitzkri •g" 
upon his follow R form l!ahuis. Jn 
the ay, ••J·ruel,'' he onllemns in 
the mo t furious words the a tit Hie 
of the Reform d R bhinat : " Ve 
•on;'ider oun~f'lv • no longer a na

tion bu a 1·eligiou communit:.'' 
, il\'er then g-oes on to prnve that 
I. 1acl i and mu t remain a na
tion in all of it. manife tations. 

Likewise, he bitterly denouncC's 
th vnrietv of a .. ociations that 
Anti-Scmit~~ attach to the Jew. 



r,ibulations of Israel. 
THE WORLD C R I S I S AND 

JEWISH SURVIVAL. By 
Abba Hillel Silver. Richard 
R. Smith, Publisher. New 
York. 221 pp. 2.50. 

In the course of his five pene
trating essays, Dr. Silver touches 
illuminatingly on many phases 
of Jewish thought and experi
ence-anti-Semitism and its po
litical moti\·ations, Christian
Jewish relations and their points 
of contact and conflict. Zioni m, 
Judaism and the \'arious secular 
substitutes which ha,·e been of
fered, and the dynamics of the 
J ev ish spirit as revealed in the 
unbroken tradition of prophet
ism. 

Dr. Abba Hillel S.il ver is the 
spokesman of the total progr~m 
and the classic balance which 
characterize the great epoch in 
J ewi11h history and which re~ist 
all efforts to reduce Jewish life 
to what is only a fraction of 
itself. 

The Jewish scene is here 
viewed against the backgro~nd 
of civilization, the sad decline 
of the individual, the tragic at
tempts of peoples to seek free
dom through slavery and to 
build h a p pier communities 
through revolutionary te~h
niques of terror and hate, which 
achieve only ,·ariant forms of 
older despotism~. 

Because men ignored the SO\'
ereignty of God's moral l~w, 
they now have a world, writes 
Dr. Silver, in which men, par
ties and go\'ernments have set 
themseh·es up above all law. 
Where there is no longer the 
law of God, there ensues the 
law of the Duce, the Fuehrer or 
the Commissar, before which all 
men must tremble. 

With the lights g ing out 
e\"erywhere in the \! •orld, ??en 
are turning again to the 11 ht 
of God, says the author. and by 
that light men will fmd their 
way to a kingdom of just hu
man values, achieved through 
just human methods. 

Men will no longer seek free
dom through slavery, justice 
through class struggle, abun
d a n c e through confiscati?n, 
knowledge through the bummg 
of book or unity through 
blood purges and liquidations._ 

The central theme of Dr. Sil
ver's brilliant e says is that the 
ba ic tradition of Judaism and 
Christianity-the rights ?f the 
individual, the one um\'ersal 
moral law, the brotherhood of 
men univer al peace-these are 
fighting for their yery life to
day, with their backs to the 
,van. - - - ___ ., -~· -·· ...... 
out having one group's inter
ests advanced at the expense of 
any other group. 

It remains to be seen, how
ever, whether Jews and Chri -
tians can succe fully meet their 
new and greatest te ting hour 
and can co-operate to make 
ecure for the f u t u r e the 

kind of civilization w h i ch 
Mo e , Isaiah, Micah and Jesus 
visioned . 

JOSEPH A. LOE I SOH. 

LOUISVILLE, KY. 
COURIER-JOURNAL 

JU 

The Basis 
Of Freedom 

THE WORLD CRISIS AND JEWISH 
SURVIVAL: By Rabbi Hillel Silver. 
221 pp. Richard R. Smith. $2.50. 

R eviewed bf )o eph Landau 
" The World Crisis and Jewish 

Survival" is a collection of essays 
by Rabbi Silver in which he 
discusses the so-called Jewish 
problem in its setting against the 
larger world problem brought on 
by Fascism and Naziism. 

It is Rabbi Silver's thesis that 
the problem facing the Jews to
day is not so much an isolated 
case of persecution as it is a part 
of a world campaign against all 
free thought and free institutions: 
a drive which now is manifesting 
itself in Jewish persecution but 
which likely as not will show it
self in persecution of all religions, 
which, as Rabbi Silvers sees them, 
are the bases of free institutions. 

Rabbi Silver knows well enough 
that tht!re is no preventive for 
insane persecutions. But appar
ently he hopes to ersuade his 
people to resistance rather than 
allow them to think of giving up 
the fight and letting themselves 

• be annihilated. 
The book is scholarly, almost 

too much so. It is must reading 
for anyone who is interested in 
the so - called Jewish problem, 
or for one who would like to 
delve into religion as the historic 
basis of freedom; but it is too 
hard sledding to be of interest to 
a large public. 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OREGON JOURNAL 

JUL 2 1941 
\\.ORLD CRI I A. D .JE\\ • 

I H RYIVAL, By Abba Hillel 
• i l v e r: Ri.~ ..... -IMlliaifil~•ith -
Five ·cholarly e .. a • 
nowned rabbi ho urge 
to develop ~pirituall and re
pre. 1 ra it exaggera t d b , the 
; ·azi in o a rea.::on for uppre~. 
. ion. He reac:.on ~ the .l , ' dll 
:-urvive the pre. ent cri~i but 
that in thL country hP. mu.~t be 

pe iallv tolerant him If. o 
thi\t h ·ci\n co-operr1tc , ·ith all 

hob Heve in religlou freedom. 
He clarifle political mi concep
tion~ Roout Jewr.r and \lrge • 
united stand for fair play. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
CHRONICLE 
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THE WORLD CRISIS ANO 
J EWI H UR VIVAL A Uroup 
of y . By Abba Hillel 'ilver. 
New York : Richard R. 'm ith 
%21 pp.; $1.50. 

T HE noted Cleveland rabbi, au-
thor, and lecturer ha gath

ered five essays, constituting "a 
sort of unpremeditated summary 
ot views, on major problems ot 
J ewish life and destiny." 

ot without t1s.taction, Dr. 
Silver views the current ortd 
cri i.s a giving the death-blow to 
non-Jewish idea of assimilation 
which began to spread throu,,,h
out Jewish society with the birtb. 
of the "reform" movement almost 
a c ntury ago. Jews must remain 
Jew whether they like 1t or not, 
h observes; whether they are 
orthodox believer , ethical Chns
tian. , or atheist , th ir lot i • ca t 
with that of th Jewish com
munity. 

That th situation is anything 
but ne is made clear in Dr. 
Silvcr·s learned review ot h1s 
peopl ·s history. Anti-Semitism, 
due simply to the tact that Jew 
everywhere have been a national 
mit ority, is the central and m 
e ·c pable burden of Hebrew de -
tiny. In order to be •·a Hght unto 
the Genti!e.s," to honor God m 
the commanded way, even, now, 
to live the common life of men, 
Je\\ must know th burden tor 
what it i , accept it and cc,me to 
terms with their de ·tiny. 

Th uthor' faith is genume, 
h1.s scholarsbip admirable, his 
me.., ·a J in m ny way absoroin 
and inspirin°. Th unconverted 
will neverthel s que tion I.he in
evitability of hi logic. He does 
noi ~ eak !or .lUs 

c y has never, 
• n America, formed 
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r. Abba Silver 
Discusses Cri is 
Review d by Frank Boyce 

JE\V in all parts of the world 
today are facing their fiercest 

battle for survival, as ert Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver in a new book that 
ummarizes his views on Jewish life 

and de tiny. It is "The World Crisis and 
the Jewi h Survival." 

Can the ri ing tide of race prejudice be 
stemmed? Do tor Silver say il depends 

l 
upon how long the Tazi regime last , and 
predicts no abatement until the azis are 
defeated or until they th mselves either 
grow weary o! it or find the preachment 
o! racism no longer serviceable. 

And in placing the blam for the pres nt 
world crisis, the author sa) : "Nazi propa
ganda, saturated as it i with the bittere. t 
race hate, will continue to penetrate this 
country and every free country. 

"P1·opaganda ever since the la t \Vorld 
war has developed into a n w ienct', a 
Yoodoo science if you will, but still a 
science. It is no long r left to chance. 

"\ hat can be done to counteract it? There 
still remains, of course, the old fa hioned 
but very dependable ethod of d<'mocratic 
education. Education still remains the 
~trongest bulwark of a frpe people." 
The \ \-'or ld Crl i§ and ,TPwl1'h • u rvlval 
Jh· A hha H!IIPI ~I her. Richard R. Smith, N w 

rork 1ty. $~.50. 

() 4 I 
A RABBI DISCUSSES THE JEWISH PROBLEM. 
In five essays grouped together under the title The 
World Crisis and ]eu:ish S11n•ival ( 2.50), Rabbi 
Hillel ilver discusses, with insight and with a drama
tic int~nsity of feeling, the problems of the Jews in 
the present state of the world. He is one of those who 
believe that the persecutions of the Jews come in the 
last analysis from the fact that they stand as symbolic 
representativts of the Judaeo-Chrisrian religious tradi
tion, which the azis rightly regard as the enemy 
and antithesis of everything they represent. And si nce 
the basis of Jewish history is religious in its nature, 
Rabbi ilver sees a need for a return to their tradi
tional religion. 

2 Sept.-Oct. 

I 
1 THE WORLD CRISIS 
and JEWISH SURVIVAL 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Rabbi, The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 
"Rabbi ilver discu ses, with in ight and with a dramatic mten-

ity of feeling, the problem of the J w in the pre nt state of the 
world. He i5 one of those who believe that the persecutions of the 
Jews come in the la t analy is from the fact that they tand a. 
symbolic representatives of the Judaeo- hri tian religiou tradi
tion, which the azis rightly regard a the enemy and antithe i 
of everything they represent. And sine the ha i of Jewish hi tory 
is religious in it nature, Rabbi Silver ee a need for a r turn to 
their traditional religion."-Book-of-the-Month-Club ews. 

"The e say on 'The Prophet and Hi People' i it elf prophetic." 
I -SHOLEM ASCH. 

"It ha · rare qualitie ; imm n e courage, dean intellectua l recti
tude and at the arne time, high per ua ivene . It trike at the 
center again and again. I wi h tha t more J ew ' and many more 
non-J ew could be brought to ponder it eloquent and trenchant 
page ."-LUDWIG LEWI OH . 

"Dr. Silver' book would have erved a vital a purpose two 
decades ago, and will be a timely a core of years after Hitlerism 
ha di appeared from the memory of living men. Chapters like 
'The Redi covery of Judai m' and 'The Prophet and Hi People' 
po e an e ential t imeles ne s . . . Dr. ilver's book is, at t he 
very lea t, prov cative; at be t a powerful guidework for the 
perplexed."-Opinion. 

"There are five e say in this ab orbing volume, and in them 
Dr . ilver con ider many pha e of Jewi h thought and experience. 
It is impo ible for me to review such a book adequately in the 
pace at my disposal; but I can at least urge readers of every 

creed and race to give it their earnest attention. It me sage i. 
poignant and in piring."-TED R OBINSON, Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

CLOTH, OCT A VO, $2.50 

RICHARD R. SMITH, Publisher 
120 , T 39th . TREET E YORK 

THE WORLD CRISIS AND JEW
ISH SURVIVAL by Abba Hillel 
Silver, Richard R. Smith, $2.S0. 

~ks in Brief 
r~ce1v1~g of late the thorough con
sideration and close scrutiny of 
the spokesmen of American Jewry. 
Rabbi Silver's new volume of essays 
too, is primarily devoted to thi~ 
theme. Its chapters-The World 
Crisis and Jewish Survival, The 

It is encouraging that the prob-
lem of Jewish survival- the most 
crucial issue of our generation- is 

Rediscovery of Judaism, Israel, In 
the Midst of Many Peoples, The 
Prophet and His People- present an 
able analysis of the contemporary 
Jewish problem and trace the paths 
along which its solution must be 
found. The value of the book lies 

primarily in its being an honest and 
on the whole success£ ul attempt of 
evaluatin and reinterpreting the 
past experiences of the Jewish peo
ple in terms of their twentieth cen~ 
tury problems. 
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THE RECO STRUCTIO IST 
1 

BOO NOTES 
l============By THEODORE . LEWIS===========~ ' THE WORLD CRISIS A D JEWI H 

R VIV L," by Abba Hillel ilver. 
Richard R. mith Crunpaiiy; 221 pag~s. 

TII volum contains fi e timulating 
addrc , enlarg d and rcvi cd, 

\vhich the author delivered before Amer
ican audience , Jewi h and Chri tian. Dr. 
Silver write · with profound conviction 
and moving fervor concerning God, Torah, 
Pales tin and I rael. The. e ideal he de
fend convin in ly and with great pa ion. 

o-ain t tho e who would undcrmin the 
intc. rrrity of Judai m by minimizing or 
eliminating any of the c ba. ic Jewi h on
ccpt he trike telling blow . An abiding 
faith in the future of I racl and in the 
ultimate redemption of mankind make 
the book provocative and uplifting. 

"The \Vorld Cri i and Je, i h ur
vival " the openin<T e , ay i a pen tratino-
urvey of Jewi h hi tory and a holarly 

analy is of the many factor which have 
made for J wi h survival. Concerning 
the survival of the Jew, the author nt r
tain no doubt whatever. \Vhat one rn 
him and rightly, is how the Jew will ur
vivc, \vhether in dignity or degradation, 
in loyalty to J udai m or in perpetual and 
futile effort · at c cape. nd the 
author ummon hi people to a r d dica
tion to Jewish ideal ideal that are di
vine, univer al, and therefore eternal. 
'Reaction i attacking the Je" today. Let 

th Jew defend him If by a judiciou counter-attack." 
The third e ay, "I rael " is a brilliant 

and logically irrefutable critici m of that 
ancient dogma of G rman Reform Juda
i m which tran formed I rael into a re
ligiou ect, repudiated Pale tine and re
j ct d the nationali tic ha i of Judai m. 
The r futation of this di reputable Ger
man Reform dogma, dear to the heart 
of the members of the old school, i pre
ented with great kill, with bitino- ar-
a m and irony. Here th author writes 

out of a en e of deep hurt. For he knows, 
a do other R form Rabbi , how cruel and 
deep ha been the injury inflicted upon 

merican I racl by thi outrageou di tor
tion of Jewi.-,h hi tory, which reduc d a 
proud people to the tatus of a religiou 
ect. Ju tly and proudly doc he declare 

that ' 1ation, land, and lanruage were al
ways vital and indi pen able concept of 
Jewi h life, indi solubly associated with 
religion .... " The expo. urc of the p ,_ 
ciou rea. onino- which the German Reform 
Rabbi. indulo-cd in to ju. tify their Ger
man p,1trioti,m J. t the CC\p ns" of Jcwi h 
nationalism nd loyaltie · i penetrating as 
it i cltva · l, in.t~- ~ nd the . J) iritu ·d kin
dr d o the rabbi , our own a : imilation-
i ts who. thourrh d 'Void of n lin-ion and 
contcm tuou t "' ard th ' synago<ru , yet 
rnonoto o ly inton • th rdrain that 
they ar J ' W ' in r li g-ion only, arc ca ti
gated sharply and dc.,,crvcdly. 

In Reform Jcwi"h li tera ture, th idea of 
the 11i ion of I racl i particularly prom
in nt. Dr. Silver analyze the c ncept 
afrc ·h, re jc t the fallaciou theology 
which ha evolved around it, and which 
proclaimed th major Jewish tragedy, the 
di per ion of the people, a ble ing-one 
today-the galut an eternal di inely or
dained condition, and Jcwi h nationali. m 
a hameful and pa sing phenomenon
while validating all other form of na
tionali m. In righteou anger Dr. 
ilver demoli he the fal e premi e upon 

which this anti-Jewi h thinking was built. 
Conclu ively he prove that the mi. -
ion idea a proclaimed by the Prophet 

of I rael doe not negate Pal tine, do 
not r gard th dia pora a a divine n c -
ity, and doe not r ject, or undermin , 

the peoplehood of Israel. One and all, the 
prophet preached the very antithe i of 
all thi . For well did they realize that only 
in Pale tine can the Jew b free enough 
and daring nou h and hav the where
withal to erve a "A Light unto the Na-
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tion ." In the dia pora, thi hope will 
alway remain an empty platitud , and in 
the eye of our Chri tian fell ow citizen , 
an unpardonable in olcnce. 

In the Mid t of 1:any People " is a 
mo ing defen e of I rael, and a exhau -
tive a refutation of anti-Semiti m a it i 
po ible to make. It an w r practically 
every ha e charge again t the Jew. That 
it will affect the hearts and mind of 
anti-Semite i too much to hope. But 
it certainly can bring a urance to the 
ho t of Jew who have more or le be
come affiicted \vith feeling of '\ruilt," ac
cu. incr them elve of in which their 
enemie attribute to them! In addition 
to a urance the addre hould bring in-
ight and under tanding, for the author 

point the path to I rael' alvation in the 
re toration of a Jewi h Commonwealth in 
Palestine \vhich among other achiev -
ment, will confer upon the Jew status) 
which every human beina enjoy , except
ing the Jew. 

The weakest chapter in the book i that 
entitled "The Redi covery of Judai m" 
an addre delivered before a convention 
of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregation . It i too homilctical, and too 
vague. The author dwell too much on 
religion in general and too little on Juda
i m. That our people today are di ati -
ficd with " ub ti tut ' for J udai m and 
that their oul hunger and yearn for 
. ome faith i quite tru . But that doe~ 
not mean that they can or , ill find ati -
faction and uplift in pre ent day Juda
i m. Dr. Silver fail to defin or to deal 
with the nature and cont nt of that Juda
i m lo which he urge hi reader to re
turn. 

ome of the ' incidental " i.e. the quo
tation , rev al th amazincr 1a k of fore
ight and und r tandin on th part of 

J wi h leader concerning the J e" i h po
i tion in the world. At the Rabbinical 
onf erence at Frankfort in 18 5 Rabbi 

I aac Auerbach in h. eat lo for th 
Fath rland proclaim d "In ur da th 
ideal of ju tice and the broth rhood of 
men ha e b n o trenoth n d that th 

can neYcr battered. \ e are wit-
ne ing an r near <1-pproach to the e~-
tabli hrnen ~f the ibCTdom of God on 
Earth." The great Geiger i guilty of thi
piccc of galut thinking: ' Any de ire t 
form together with hi co-r ligioni t , , 
people out ide of Germany i . . . down
riCTht thankle ~ toward the nation in 
whose mid t he li e -a chimera; for th 
German Jew i a German in hi nation. i 
peculiarities and Zion i for him the land 
only of the pa t not of the future.' In 
1911, Dr. 11aurice Fi hberg , rote th. t 
''Reaction uch a , ere witne d i 
Spain and other countries durin(T tl 1 

medieval age are at present unlikely." 
And the renowned Dr. Arthur Ruppin. 
a profes or at the Hebrew Uni\'cr ity 11: ' 

J eru alem, write in hi ju tly famou vol· 
ume, "The Jew of Today," that, "It 1, 

unthinkable that either in Europe or i11 
American anti-Semiti m could ever brin11 

about legal di abilitie for Jew ," and that. 
'J w a a race are beyond the reach 0 1 

1 gi lation." In June, 1935, before th , 
S minary National Council Dr. Cyru 

dler aid: 'The German State doe no 
clo e ynagogue . It doe not forbid re
ligiou teaching . Th State outlaw the 
Jew on the race theory . . . let u get int 
our mind · . . . that e en before the de-
truction of our nation in Pale tine , e be

came a religiou community that we ar . 
or , e arc nothing." In o ember 1938 . 
the ynagogue were not only clo cd, but 
demoli hed with a adi tic fury. Thi i 
the world of di illu ion and d lu ion i1 
which re pon ible Jewi h opinion d\ elt 
during the la t three or mor d cadc . 
and which ha been battered , ith ap· 
pallin uddenne and inconc iva k 
brutality. 

In the e cholarly e ay \ e find the 
ba i for that J wi h lif which v. ill I ad 
not only to the emancipation f th in· 
di idual Jew but to the man ip tion of 
the Je" i h people. J , i h 1 ad r hip 
, hich ignor or re j ct th id al and 
pro am implicit in th' olum do not 
d rv the moral or financial upport f 

m rican J , r . 
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A Powerful Guidebook 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER'S ELOQ E T 

and hortatory collection of e ay , "The 
World Crisis and Jewi h urvival" 
(Richard R. mith $2.50) reaches us at a 
time when the problem of urvival is al o 
an issue for myriads of men and women 
who have no clo er affinity with the Jew
ish people than the biologic kinship com
mon to all humankind. The very involve
ment of those unrelated multitudes lend 
a darker cast to I rael's peril. Whenever 
in history vast cataclysms have occurred 
. . . the Cru ades, the Black Death, the 
World War ... Jewi h life has suffered 
most profoundly. The Scriptures declare: 
"Every affliction in which Israel and the 
other nations of the earth share, is indeed 
an affliction; that of I rael alone is not." 

Obviously Dr. Silver's volume is highly 
topical. All the nations of the earth are 
sharing Israel's de pair today. It i not a 
though this upheaval were one of the 
localized disturbances of our past, when 
a Spain or a France or some other host
nation saw the status quo temporarily 
imperiled by the Jewi h menace. The 
world of 1941 has no status quo. 

Granting the timeliness of the di cu -
sion, let us ask on the other hand, wh ther 

thi~ que tion of Jewi h urvival i a th i 
unique either to our own ominou pre ·ent 
or to any p riod of pecific disa ter. Look 
backward for a moment, to the hale ·on 
yesterday of p a e (within living mem
ory, yet how di ·tant already!) Were not 
the piritual leader occupied with that 
ame problem in variant key ,? Recall 

tho e year of tranquillity before the 
on et of hi tory' mo t calculat d and 
pretentiou program of evil, before the 
deva tation of a continent and the en-
lavement of it free people , b for th 

brutally enforced migration which has 
driven human beings like chaff aero . all 
the road of the arth. ,Yere th re not 
voices emanating from a thou and pulpit 
of a world till free, voice which deman
ded of the Jewi h people "Where now?" 
The peril, at that time, wa not per cu
tion, but a more insidiou danger: the 
oftening influence o a imilation. The 

hazard wa not ' hall w b de troycd", 
but" hall we be ab orbcdt' 

Apparently, then, whether in peace
time or wartim , in ca ons of afH uence 
or period of ppr ion, the J wi h 
people, by the vcr nature of their 
complex and tragic p v hology, are kept 
in perpetual awar ne of racial de ·tiny. 
The Haman and the Hitler mak their 
own paradoxical c ntribution to Jewi ·h 
elf-awarene , wh n ver the wheel of 

hi tory bring them ranting to th h lm. 
But the qu tion of Jewi h urvival 
remain a li\·ing and vital i ' ' Ue ven when 
Jewish horizon em gr ene t. 

Thus it might be aid that Dr. ilYer' 
book ·would have erved a vital a purpo e 
two decade ago, and will b a timely a 
core of year after Hitleri m ha di ·

appeared from the memory of Jiving men. 
hapters like "The Redi cov ry of 

Judai m" and "The Prophet And Hi 
People" po e an e sential time] ne . 

o matter how utopian may be the tatu 
of Jews in a r on tructed po t-1 r azi 
world, the p ychologieal nature of the 
"Jewi h problem" will perhap never 
cea e to evoke from the pen and heart 
of cholar , teacher and piritua.l l ader , 
exhortations u ha the e. 

There ar ertain pages h re which will 
meet le g nerou ac ptance than the 
injunction to a r new d religiou vi ion. 
Zealou Zioni t will want to take i ' ue 
with Dr. ilver, for in tanc , when he 
declar s "It i not po ible to bru h a id 
the piritual n d' of the Jew in the 
Dia pora and their problem· of urvival 
a Jew in land out id of Pal tin , 
, here mo t J W' ,..-ill continu to liv , 
m r 1 by talking long, loud and nti -
ingly about Pale tin . 'lbe upbuilding f 
a J wi h national horn in Pal tin is 
on gr at, ur nt and hi toricall ine • ap
abl ta k of J wry. Th upbuildiug of 
Jewi h r ligiou lif in Am rica and l • -

0PINIO~ A Jo R AL OF JEWI n 

By The Spectator 
where throughout the world, info ·ive of 
Pale tin , i another. One i no . uh litute 
for the other. Oue is not oppos •d to the 
oth r." ial onomi t ,, ill not wel
com Dr. ilvcr' ironic r mark in r 
"the protelarian . 1 iah riding upon a 
dro hkv." or will the militant as. imila
tioni ·t (if u h th r till be) r . pond 
with much cnthu ·ia m to the aulhor'. 
jibe at" r atz Judai m." 

But th quibbler and th ntcntiou 
parti ·an of contrary platform: ar part 
of any phil opher' audi nc , and a 
vigorou mind will welcome th timulu 
of intellectual argument. Dr. ih'cr' 
book i , at th very lea t, provo alive; at 
be t a powerful guidcwork for the per
plexed. 
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Is Jewish Survival 
Burden or Mission? 
Rabbi Silver Answers 

I 

h.v ltAHl1l l\l. N. EI ENDRATH 
Holy JUo som T<'mplo, •r~rnnto 

" milli ins arc tolerated only as not so chauvinistic as to omit. f <',H 

m~mhcrs of nn infctiot' 1acc. They I this more permanent record of :1~•.; 

an' sl'gt·Pgated us Lo schools, rC'si- philosophy of Jewish life a chalJ • 
dcntial di:,;lI 1cts, hospitn Is, travel, ing appeal for the reconsecratio, 
plat<'~· of n1rnsrmC'nt Mill10ns .. ~re our Diaspora lifr which has bet!ll t· 

JO .>snH.1.iq pocldu;)!pm1q A:nuoguouo.),1 
raC"c. ThC'y find it hard to get cm-
plnym<'1,l. They m·<' rcstt iclctl to the 
lowrr r·traln of l111• industrial life 

Ther-c :-;cntenc·<': from Dr. Silver's 
sti t I ing <'!'ls:1.ys m1 "The \Vorld Cnsis 
nncl .J0wish Survival" would seem to 
acltnuh1 n tC' but another dr ary rcpe
titio'1 <>f Israel's present woes. 

1;u1 it 1~ inclicntive of the author's 
r·n t holic ity t hat there words arc part 
r f 1 :;( ord1ing ('X<'o1•iation or his com

pl:l<'cn t Amc1 il'nn compatriots, whose 
c·nnsNT,ilion to the t>nding of Nazi
islll ahrnacl has so rct cnlly been be-
~pol«·:i liy th"ir P1·csicl nl, but who 

ing vica t•iously its moral and s1 , . 
ual well-being through the proxy 
Lhc epic of th<> Yishuv. 

Those who hav<' thus offered J •·\' -
1sh • nationalism as an "ersatz" I, •r 
Judaism forget., Dr. Sliver vigoro 1 / 

r minds them, ''that nationalism 
such, unrcdc med by a moral vi~ 
and responsibility, has sadly f. 
mentized 0111· world, provincializerl it. .. 
pC'oples, and is driving nations m • !lJ 
from one d isastc>t· to another; fo1 t 

further, that Lh<'re is a widely-l 1 

and widely-answC'rcd nccrl for reh~ , 
and religious institutions even am 1: 

peoples whose national life is airer, 
fully establish<'d, who are in t! : ~ i r :-iC<'lll l o find little inC'Ol1Si$LCncy bc

tWC('ll this nnu equally repugnant dis- own lands, and who arc possf'ssc'l 11' 

c rim in,it•on within their cwn fron- a rich national culture ..•. It is 111 t 

tiers, r,a1 Ur-uJa:ly t oward the Negi-o possible to brush aside the spirit. i! 
t.i whom tht>st' quoted phias0 s :efe1. needs of the Jews in the Diasµ~ 

80 it is the Jci t "11 otif of Dr. SilV.:!l''s and their problem of survival as J rw.; 
penetr:1ting vnlumc that "what mnlcP.' 

1 
in lands outside Palrstine, where m • ,t 

the pt'l'Seut cris;s so grani for Ctc J ._:ws wiil continue to live, merelr :iv 

Jewish p oplP, iH th:1.t it is c1. \VOrlt' talking l ong, l oud, and entici ;:r1:,' 
• • t 1 1 h about Palestir.e." c t 1s1s. no a <.waliZC'< di~tur anc_c o. 

0n" in which U1r .]('w alonC' is i:1-
vol VP cl. " 

But having thus l'Cbukcd those ·J.·, • 

would stress only th<' p ::i.rticulan 'ic 

Th;1t is som rth ing of which som<' facet of th.' two--~idrc1 c-oin, he <'P, •

qf ou r .Jewish hrC'lhrcn <"annot b<' t oo gates far mor'l' vitriolically, t • 
f1 cquently rcm'ndNl. Thoug h aJmit- who in taking in the entire forest 

tcdly ou:- tragedy h as been insuffc:-- humanity have exclude the indivicl11. 
ab!,-, w • Jews arc apt to forg-ut the trees which Dr. Silv<.'r finds in the 

·1ast multitudes in China, in Spain, glory and grandeur of our H cbl , ., 

m the <"onquC'rcd countries of Europ3, heritage. 

us well as the "lesser breeds'' at I Not every devout Reformer w 
home, frequently vi:ithout the prate~- rants the unfortunate contrast tl:a , 

I lion of the law which the .fow usu-
1 
while " .... with Paul, the misf; ,,,, 

... lly en joy~ at lc·ast in our own m idst. was a race t o sav" the world. V t,1 

I Jt i,.; Palul'try. thel'f'fnrn, 1h:it n'1 thP Reform Rnhhi it wnr~ a rocJ· 

h 0 , ·ery fir~t page of thi s comm~nd- horse race." It wa not preju· 

11 !< vol11m , w e st10uld h" 10minded alone, nor th f e r of the anli-Scn .. 
<'f M i<l ·:isl11c• cotm? I : I solely which drov many of the f ,11 n -

"Ev<'ry :• llliction in . whieh Tsrar1 ders of the Reform movement in < ,r•1 -
1Hi tlH' other nn.t ioPS sha r<' i indeed ; many to seek, ia confor:mity with h ·• 

• 1 :i.micU011; that of I •·racl alone is whole spiri t of T:--:::Pr s past, to • 

""l.. monizc th<'i r :rnC'i<·nL traditions • 
Nnt\\ 1t'>sl a r.din~ tlw fa(' t hnw- modern w c!5tern ,lY1lization. 11• 

I •\' 'I, Urn.l lhic; hnncl :r:-i, i •·i t of univ<'~·-l These stridurc>s • p., • t, it is a s 11: , 

·:.!;n:n suffuse::; thcs<' <>ssRys and bur- them charactc.i zcd t otit.,_,1c:· as fil 111!

;1 ans forth in paragraph aftt:r para- lowers of the Apostle raul ,,. 1, 1 

~1 ,1pt1 of flaming zeal for a better " .... focussed tbcir antinomist , <i 

o"in I Ol'(k r for n 11, a:1d for n larger, um on the Talmud and Shulcha 1 

nsti :-c for th" <'mhatt.led wor~<N s of uch. The Bible th<'. spared, for •· • 
'h0 wo: Id for 1ightC'o11s C('onomic :id- I all, the Bible w.i s sa red also t,, I 
j11s lmPnlr-. :rnd un1vC'rs~l peace, ~-lill Christians." 

contrary tn some of his rabbinic exists no fatuou~ "either . .. n .. : 

collcaguc8 of the Reform <.a.mp Dr. and sane Jewish way of life wh· :1 

Silver docs not exhaust hi message Dr. Silver advocates. For him, th • • 
in a plea for a humamty-minus-Is- exists oo fatuous "e1ther . . <' .. 

He succeeds to a remarkable Israel or God. people' or faith, na• 1 1 

clegrcc i n ll:1--moni;mig flUbl'me uni- or religion. In LnH' consonance,,. ' ' 1 

v01Tal1~;1n ,vii h ·1 <IPC'fl ,,ncl ,varm rw r- our ntire p ast, h, recal ls: "Nal , •. 
tir•11h11 1:-m, w1Ll1 n 1, ,,,fnu•1u ,i!Jtl un land, language were always vital,- .J 

fl.11irhin~ 1o'", It-, to th~ penelehood of indispensable concer t s in Jewish 1 ',· 

T• rad. The 11n iq1:C' hil rm nniza tion indissolubly assoda lPd of course i .. • •., 

11:i~ , •"' h e-n 1 hn :-;-enius of our past. I religwn. It w:-i<1 nr•vrr a case of 1, E' 

\Vli,Jr l1i, Z1nm~'.lll might be sus- or the other. Th"Y w c>rc all one, " 
1 <"'l to u," zpnlol•, to whom Palf'stine ganically united.'' 
m11f''. Ill' ":111 n • nothing," he wh<, 
ll:i~. J'<'I f1 ·1pr- dnP" r•s n1uch as any 
qLJ11•r ~•in<_::-1,. in<liv idn:11 to make pos
stbl,· 111<' t<'!inhiltl:.l tnrt of llw HomC'-
1::incJ ~nd who~,, love for Zion breathl'S 

t 11 rongh llis 

H is not ,rnxioun over llle surv· • 
of the Jew. Of lhat his profound fa ·, 
assures him. 

Th<' par:,imount prohlr-m fol" I,,~ 
Jew is, huwev(•r. hO\V r;hall lhe .T· 

nobly oi· ign<>hly. witli 
sense of doom or tk:;ti ny, surchar, 
with th~ f<'ehng of "bu1den or r . 

Then, C<1ll he no q11estion 
garding Dr. SilvP1 's <'ateg-ori c ansv· • • 

"The \Vnrlrl Cris1:, and .Jewish f 
t•ival" is a pntf'nt nnticlote to , 
<'~ tn•mdy bad C'r S" of J ewish jilt 
from which W<' JC'\'\.'S on this conlirv 
1articula1 ly, so ingloriously are ! 

Though S'llm<ling lht> a lar 
n the ears nf the com plac·cnt c1 

11:ho n r<' at Pa:--<' in Amcnca by w.1 

ng his com pat? iols that "anti-Srni 
sm is not tl" s!1.!!htly cmbarr:u;~· 

thing that it ·.,· 1<1 in the· past ... 
be <.ountet·act, d liy P11sy-g,1ing gn 
will movem nts .... bnt a powe 
and dang-er')11sly immmrnt thr<'al 
AmC'l'IC'an rtPmc1<·racy . . . thf' s· 
smistC'r for C:(' whicli. <lestroyed , " 
free cuunl1 :; aflct :mothc1:· in pr 
and valonH ... < o:itn,st to the cn1, 
Dr. Silve•· sternly I Pbt1l<Ps the ", • 
sha" mc1.:v1m sil<•n<f'1s of our d.-lv • 
urges inst ad "auchlious count.Pt. 
tack" nn ,1 II om tt ;1uuc~1·s. Fm t 

J t' \"' nct1 d " H;k no fa ·:ou 1 ~;. H <' 

sc1vt.•s 1.0 d ,1avo111s." inn:;1111 1< h ;1· 

'1ai; too ri l'1:h· <'0•1 r1h11 lPd tn all g11 

ne~s to ~:1 ,·cry d.-1110<'1 ati" four 
lions. 

n lh0 p,,•~ •1t •:·r,: d ! bis 
.,, t 
I• A 

11:1 ]11 'H{ • .J 
I 'l it 7 r>lf ; 
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udies of Jewish 
By J LIU H. GREEN TONF. 
Jewish le d rs have been ·callf'.d 

up n from time to tirne to l SUI? 

m ss· g s of comfort and oi 
tren th to their people. In 

P n ds or cl.i<.1aster and natio11al 
cri s, the m age brou~ht 
h ling to the wounded hearts, 
g ve cour ge to the drooping 
pirit nd maintained lhe stea<l

faslness and loyalty of many who 
mi~ht otnerwise have succum d 
t the de ·pair leadin t,o spiritual 
arid physical ruin. 

The:e m • a e whether uttei-
d by prnphet. sage or later 

t a ·her·. wer noL entirely given 
to con. olalion and cheer, to 
promi • for a more glorioL1s 
futurt' nd to pictures of a 1e
su1Trcted ople. Mosl. of the1~1, 
till d with love and sympathy 
for a su1I ring people as lhey 
Wl'I' • als contained words o! 
b1ltt!1 r{'nunciation, of athing, 
rep root nd or mercile. s analy-
r .... ot the shortcomings and ;i'1 • 

whi ·h c.:tused the catastrophet;. 
Whilf' ·o thing the sores and 

administ rin tonics to the ail
it1~ and di traught. these me•;
sa'.!,es w re alrn intended to c~'tll 
aLtt•ntio1l to cert::tin nalional si113 
and t point the way to repe11t
anc and improvement. I t i3 
mu inly becau ·e of their constue
tive and definite programs. their 
COL rect1ve and reformative ter
den ·ie • that they retained a per
Jna nen t ()()Sit ion in our literature 
a~ w 1l a· in world literature. The 
h ud that brought calm and 
so thin wa a firm hand that 
a.l::o sou""ht to lead to greater 
hei ht · and to point to the bet
tet· and more enduring way or 
liii. 

Otter Consolation 
The bewilderment in whi<·h 

our p ople have found them-
elve in the la. t few year in 

w ke of the sufferings to which 
m· ny f them become expo.'ed 
al~o eliciled numerous m.~ ge 
r c<ttnfol"t and or guidance on 

the pa.ct or the present-day 
' le der~ in Israel. The tone may 

dHf r, the approach may vary, 
the phraseol<>f:¥ and diction may 
b more attuned to modern 
tt·eud and modern thought, but 
the nature and the primary pur
po • and content are the same a· 
th~ or former generatior.~. 
Fr m pupit and platform, in t he 
ephem ral journal and in the 
mon, tately and permanent book 
fonn, the modern leaders have 

tempted to offer consolation 
a1 d guidance to the perplexed of 
these. times. 

Goldman and Goldstein , 
Greenhe-rg and Gordis, Samuel 
and Ash, and many others pres
ented their reactions to the pres
en L woe ol I rael in :· more or 
I · 0t·derly and helpful volumes. 
dit'fering to some extent in the 
conclu ion reached. but general
ly a reeing in the main the.I¼ .. 
t h t it wa the duty of the 
mod rn Jew t o become more in
tensely Jewish if he would ovet
com the perils facing him in 9 
chaolic world 1 filled with h Le 
and prej uctice which ·are con-

La n tly bem~ timulated nd 
artificially stirred by a powerfu! 
0t • ::rnizatlon that ha~ no • fttp

le,\: 
The late& volume in th~

helpful erie i by Abba Hillel 
SilvPr, entitled "'I'he World Cri'-IS 
a11ct :ewish Survival'' (Richard R. 
Smith, N~ York 1. It cdwi"L~ 
or five • y . l>a ed. on add:-et= ·e 
d livered before notable a seml>-
lie~ durin the pa t rew yea:·s. 
The theme or the first four 
ch.ll>L r~ is the role or Jewi:h 
p . ~ in the present err is, wh1l~ 
tlw fifth rha.p ler on " TI1e P ro
phet nd Hi P'eople" i onlv 
l . eiy conne ted wilh the 
g 'll('l' I ·ubject. 

Th a sumplion n a turally i~ 
tl1 l .T wi h urvival i nece.s~ ry 

Pd dE'S~' bl nd al O a: ured 
ev II in tll~ unprecedent d c t

di lt'mi ot th pre ent Wh t 
<.' n »r I ur ~ut.hvr most is hov. 
tl11~ ·ur 'ival should pr ed. :..nd 
wh t J \ • • mu l tio In order t.o 

ure their continuance and 
gro ,th. 

Second Chapter 
Ir'l. Lh brilliants ond chapler, 

''The Rediscovery of Judaism," 
DI'. Silv r pr eed • to demon
sLra Le the 1 ndispensible position 
of religion in human lif of the 
prest"nt. He would have the 
genuine, time-hallowed and unt
ver:saly accepted form of religion, 
noL an '·Ersatz" Judaism that 
different p r on seek to intro
duce. He excoriate the secular 
educator. the secular nationlist 
or the worshipper's of a purely 
secular Jewish culture, such as 
made their appearance in Com
munist Russia. All the~e are 
class d among the false prophets 
whose te::ichin°·s and doctrines no 
more attract adherents a thev 
did in th arly a [Ler-war yea1 s. 
"We sense an incoming tide of 
faith among our people, a faith 
charged in ome instances with 
deep my:stici.sm .. The presr11t 
day expulsions of the Jews the 
trao-ic xperiences of myriad of 
refugees, the dismal plight of 
w r-ravaged Jewish communitie.· 
throughout Eastern Europe, the 
stres. under which Israel finds 
iLelf everywhere, coupled with 
the distressed mood of mankind 
grnerally, may give rise to a 
strong· mystic movement which 
will expre:s~ itselr in religion and 
literature and in personal habit.s 
of thought and conduct.'' 

And still, h would most 
strenuously oppose the th ury 
expounded by the early refo1 m 
leaders and held also by .. omr of 
the con ervative which reduces 
the whole of Judaism to religion 
alone. Dr. ilver is a powerful 
exponent of the national id al in 
Jewish life and a lead r in lhe 
Zioni t movement. To him, "the 
Jewish religion i~ the crowning 
a hievement o! our people and 
our upreme gift to civilization," 
but it is not the whole ot Juda
i~m. •·we should not attempt to 
sub titute a part for the whole
even i! It is the major part.'' 
Judaism ls the "classic harmony'' 
bet ween the religious and· the 
national elements an the .Jewish 
people is a religious-national 
entity . 

Problent SimPMr Today 
The- pcoblem ot Jewish sur

vival is even simpler today than 
it wa in any other- pet"iod tn Jew
ish history. "The doors of escape 
from Jewish destiny have bef'n 
shut . . . The choice today is 
not between survival and extinct
ion, but between doom and des
tiny, bet.ween ),urden and mis
sion . Shall w live our Jewi. h 
Jivea greatly or meanly? ... Our 
choice ~ay is between the yoke 
or earthly kingdoms, which ia 
grievou Jy hard to bear, and the 
yoke or the Kingdom of Ood, 
which make~ all other yokes ea y 
to bear." • . 

A fervent plea ls then made for 

JEWIS ,H . EXPONENT 

Survival dah, at f,he end ot' the fir t chap• 
ter, forcefully iilu trate th~ 
thought or the indomitabl will 

an int n.·ive J wish educalion of the Jews, their resoluten ~ 111 
for the children .so that they may times of greate t trial , ."another 
come to understand ··that, it i • key to the . my tery . of Jewi.,h 
not becaus we ar w ak and un- but becau e we are trong an::t 
worthy that, barbarous gov rn • they fear us. 

0

They do not fear 
ment: have vowed t destroy u~, us. but the faith which is in u.s . 
problem or anti-Semiti m, th«.> the torch which is in our he· rt:-; 
auLhor comes very clos to th and the pas ion which is in our 
conclusions reached by Maurke blood for the proph tic mandaLi> • 
Samuel in hi~ ··Great Hatred''. of our Jew· ·h herita0 .' ' 

Anti-SemiU:m is a con; ci0U/i or In an inci ·ive analysis of t h 
uncons ious r volt ag it)st th, survival. " 
Judaeo-Chri ·tian trad it,ion and The ability to bring down to 
carl'ies with it perils to both the the level of av rao-e intellioere~ 
Jewi::,h and Christian .-pirilual weighty and eternal ideals tvl 
contenl. give them force and the concrete 
"The rights or the indivictu 1, th• means of application char cter
one univer: I moral law. tl•e izes this book. Dr. Silver does not. 
brotherhood of men, univt>r.s .. 1 appear here a the scholar. the 
peace-the· ar fq~htmo r,n· inventor of new paths or the 
their v ry life today, with thei!' creator of new philosophies. 
back· to the wall . . . "Ii re - / He is primarily the pleader for 
matn.s to be seen whethct Jew~ a return to the ancient and trif'<l 
and Christians can ~uccessfu11v ources of faith and pract1c~ 
meet their new and greale.,l which have mad Israel 1mm r-
tesLino h ur and co-op rate to 
m ake ·ecur for the future the tal. In thi capacity, he prove kind of a civilization whi< 11 
Mo ·e . Isaiah. Mic. h and Je.su~ himself a master and his word~ 
vi~ioned It is trom lhi • larger or comfort and of warning, f 
aspect that the wholr problem of 
Christian-Jewish relalionship 
should be viewed " 

uperb Orat rical 
Dr. Silver's suµerb oratorical 

gifts are greatly enhanced by :-ii 
wide and intimate a quaintantt! 
with Rabbinic and classic liten'
ture and his quotation are as a 
rule most apL and enlightening. 
It sometimes apµear as if tli~ 
stately paragraphi:: were con
structed around a quotation or 
ref rence which he had in mind. 
Here i one from T rtulian in 
support of the prejudice against 
mino1i tie at all limes : '"If the 
Tib r ro e to the w 11. or the cit.:1 • 

if the inudation t the Nile fail d 
to iv he- field enough water, 
if the heaven ... did not rain, if a1: 
earthquak occurred. if famine 
threatened, H pe tilence rag d . 
the cry 1 • unded: 'Throw the 
Chri. ian3 to the lions!' 

"Hi reference~ Lo medieva I 
Jewish literatur~ al'e frequent 
and most illuminatinJt. Tbe 
story quoted from Sheb t Yehu -

consolation and critici~m will c·.:i n 
forth a hearty response and a r.- -
newed loyalty. greater cour;a ~t! 

and more enthu ia~m in beh H 
or the acred ideals which ha\•~ 
made the ·Jewish people gr-ea, 
The message i timely a it i8 
penetrating and the effect on· th~ 
reader will be most ·salutary. W 
need such forceful u tterances itt 
the ·e days and are grateful foe 
their appearance. 
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By DR. ABBA HU.I EL SIL VER 
'The e sa,• on Th<· Prorhet ,.nd His People' is frself pror,hetic." 

-SHOLEM ASCH . It •S rare qu,. mes; ,m~nse cour.ge, < ean tntellcaual rt>uuude and .tt the .ime r,me. hagh persua iveness. It strikes .ar the lenter a.&:A1n ,md ... i;.un. I wish th3t more Jews and m.1nv more non-Jew wuld be brou,1tht to ponder its eloquenr ,tn I tremh.nr Pd es: · -Ll 0\X' IG LEWJSOHN. "Dr. ,Iver' hook \,ould have served ., vual J purpose t~·o decad~ a8b, and "ill be .u timely a srnre of years after Hulen m _h.i . d1 ,1ppeare~I from the memorr of laving rnen . <.hapte~ 11kt' T~e R<'dr lOvery ot Judaism· .tnd The Prophet ,tnd J:f • People po ,e. s an e semi.ii timelessness ... Dr . 
• 1h•er hook ,~ . .it rhe verv le.tSt, provocJtive; ar hesr a ~111tll·" ork tor rhe l't'rrlexecf ... 

Abba Hillel 'ilvcr, The tlor!d Crisi Group of E. _ ays. Richard R. ,~mith. . ,, 

Rem1111Ne11t!,,I hi B,>t,li ,,I th, M,,,,,h C/,,1, 
S2.SO and I ewisl, Suri:ii:al. , I 

York, 1941. 221 pp. 
RICHARD R. SMITH. l 20 £. 39th St.. Ne i Th11u

11

·h o:--te11 ·ibly diver. t· in comem, the live paper. i11clud ·cl in thi. n>lllllle.:.· ar • •-.;. e11tiall} a11 eloqu tll and oft ·n. tirrin° ·.·pu itiun of tht· unity of 1:rael a11cl it, iaith. The third e ·ay. in particular. ·ntitled .imply ··1 -rael.'' ori rinally ,It-l inTed h fon· the entral ·onfrrence nf . \nwrican Rabhi:--. make. thi~ them • explicit. It contain-, an ltn. paring)y critical anal •:1. of th<' 
0

arly Reform ne 0
ation of the nationh od oi till' Jewi:--h peopl •-that ••impro,·istd philo:oph_. oi Jt•,·i· h hi ·tory.' a" Dr . ."ilver Jab I. it. which he tellinu-ly ((fttatl'. with the J>aulinian rcj ,ctiun uf 11ation. land. race or la11 -:ruao-c-. and who. e sh 11ow opportunism hi tory ha. nuw . o eff cti cl. d mo11-strated. Thi· ,~a. i. t'a ·ily the out ·tandino one in th · olum >, imprc. :iv• ·alike for it vigor .. ml inr{hri 0 htne _. it ·cholar ·hip and r ali m. --I J C 

The anw theme is impli it in the title e a) 1 al. u pre enteci to the 1-<.abbinical • n f erenc •• in which the author voice: , hat is ultimat ·l · a my tic faith in the will and ability of th· Je\\ to :ur\'i ; Uppurted though it i by evidence from th ir hi. toric ·perience. \\ ' ake. I among the chapter~ i.:- that entitled "The Redisco\'ery of Judai ·m,'' calliwr f r a return to the Jewish faith a · an ··: ntial •lcment in ·uch urvival. l'nfortunatcl Dr. _'ilver i. not very dear a: to what thi • reli 0 ion i • or requires of it adh 'rent,. :u that the total effect i!, hazily hortatory and prolix . ( ue i. tempt ·d to surmi ·e that th· nature of his auclienc('-the nion of r\merican 1 r brc\i ( ·on°Te<ration:-impelled him. nu doubt um ittingly, t ··pull hi. punch . . ·· Pabbi. can evidently be callt·d up m to face the fact of Ii f e more r •adily than their 
lav f llow r . 

The fourth e ·ay. •• {11 the ~lid. L of ~lany l'cople . ... a compilation ,i addre '" l' . d liver d before the Han·ard ."ummer Conf r nee of 1 40, ofier • the well-known ·hara terizati n of . azi raci 111 and anti- • miti 111 a. political weapon • • with the e4ually orthodox pro0 ram 1Jf rn111hatti11
11 

them in • \m •rica throu 0 h education in democratic principl . (Treater mutual under ·tandin<T, and the f :-terinO' of a plu.rali:tic cultural ideal. Th ffecti ene : f thi • pre ·entation i no \ it climini heel b th fact that it cov r. familiar ground. Dr. ilver po · ·e • ·e: a fertil and forceful pen, which lend. hi. thought an impre •• i e]y per ·ua ·ive charact r. "The Prophet and hi. People.·· th Harvard Dudleian L ctur of 1940. th la t in th book. i an eloquent and "-tirrino- appre iation of the character and rol f the prophet.. which rev al · omethin" of the prophetic ·pirit in the author him elf. Here. too. Dr. 'i lver do not fail t point up the c ·ential unity of natiof)al and reli<riou • a ·piration which i • th ba ·ic motif f hi-; J wi ·hn · ·. and the one platform upon which a health J wi ·h fliture can be built. Ea ton. Pa. 

lo hua Trachtenberg: 




