
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series VII: Personal Miscellaneous, 1908-1989, undated. 
Sub-series D: Writings, 1915-1963, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         217           81            68 
 
 

Miscellaneous published writings, 1923-1939. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our New Task 
Address delivered by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver at 

Carnegie Hall on Monday Evening Jannary 22, 
1923, before the Golden Jubilee Convention 

of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

To th f u who ha durin~ th pa. t f w 
year b en rely tri d by th unt ~ ant f< rtun : 
which befell our br thren in f reign land· and b 
unhappy experience in ur n th :io-h f :uch 
a wor hi pful throng a thi. , umm n cl fr 
and far by the irr i tibl app al f u r an i nt 
faith, i welcome ind ed. Living a · w ar jn the 
wake of a univer al upheaval whi h , ~r ·n h 1 
a under all th fine o ial fi tin and tau h m n 
to forget th lemental de 1 cie of i riliz d human 
relati n hip witne ing a e are the tragi malad­
ju tment of races and people. and th r ·ival f 
tribali m e erywhere we ffr pn nc tc ~i , ay 
to di pair. And prophet of v:il are n t anting 
in our mid t t ound th m rnful n t f ur 
ad undoin . But a1 out1 uring ~ u h a. thi. f 

'er ant and I ader of the faithfu1 h t. f m r­
ican I rael wh . e face 1 are t \ ard._ th light. hr 
are her not t lam nt r to d r r, 1 ut t build. 
belie all uch 1 leful proph cie:. Thi a.. ml t· 
meeting at a time wh n th J wri f Ea. tern 
Europe lie bleedino- and hr ken \ h n th hi l -
way of Eur pe ar h ke 1 ith J i h r fuge .... 
from old center of J ewi. h life n \ partially r 
totally de tr yed thi a. emb l T, • ti rr d a. it i.' l _ 
the ame impul e whi h thr bb d thr uo-1 ur 
people adown the aa , pr pared a it i to i di at 
it elf anew t the 1mperial <l tin) of ur race i 
indeed ymb 1 and pr f f our imm rtalit . 

Thi onventi n mark th g Jd n jul ilee f 
the founding of the nion of .. meri an H bre r., 

ngregati n and thi t i. a g-r at au e f r 
rejoicing. v who re few ha waxed might­
ily. The handful of men who at the call f that 
Ma ter Builder, I aac M. \,Vi. e a. emb1ed in l 73 
and founded the nion, ha under God g-rown 
to such number that thi • house cannot contain 
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them. The la t half a century v itne ed a marvel­
ou tran f rmati n in merican I rael. vY e have 
grown in number to the xt nt of becoming the 
econd large t enter of J ewi h population in the 

, orld, and e ha e al o grown in influence in 
e n mi mp t n e and in th xt nt of ur 
benefi ent penetrati n of aH pher f merican 

life. 
It i ~ indeed t mpting to d\J ell at length at thi 

time up n th earl truggle and a hievement of 
he turdy pion r ho tran planted their re1igiou 

in titution t the e hare . It would make a 

bright and timulating chapter in the hi tory of 
meri an I rael. But we are here n t to record 

but t mak hi t r . The e earl pioneer w ul<l 
, i h u le t hronicle their achi ment than 
t nfirm heir faith and carry on their , ork in 
their pirit. 

I a r arry n in their pirit. 
that e h uld c nfine our elve t th 
f rm. and :iew in whi h their reJ" giou ·1 1 n x­
pre d it. lf. \ ,\ mu t not impri ... on ur el e in 
an tradition, h ,:\,e rer adequatel_ it may ha e 

erYed a particular a,ge. 11 hon r to tho e, who 
in the early pre ariou year , ere not f und want-
ing. 11 glor_ r to th e \¥ho ]aid the f undation 
o ecur 1 . But r , uld be fal e to th pirit f 

pr gr and liberali m. ,hich urged these early 
build r f .. m ri an J udai m t re-int rpr t their 
faith a t 1 ring it into con nan ith the on-
diti n f a n en ~ironment if e permitted our-
el re t 1 k up n their t p f J udai m a 

ultimate and binding and attempted t incru tate 
it in a h 11 f p rmanence. 

For meri an J udai m, lik merica it elf i 
till a thin in the makin • and herein ]ie the 

pr mi e.-and th challenge. \Ne ha re n t yet 
evolved an Am rican Judai m , hi h i native to 

th ii ha ing the t u h and the hue and the per-
onality f merican life. \ , e have two rather 

confu d t pe f J udai m here b th European 
creation ,. b th tran plant d here b th er iceable 
f r a time but neither uffi ientl r le, ant and re-
pon i re t er e a the ultimate religiou pr gram 

of merican I ra 1. merican Ort hod x J udai m i 
Ea t Eur pean JudaLm. narrm d b c nturie of 
i olati n and di abilitie into a rigid di cipline and 
a rather circum ribed group-1 yalt • high]y elabor-
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ated but not highly developed, who e dynami are 
not th eeping ocial and uni er ·al • • f the 
Proph Am ri an eform Judai h 
copy i ntent and in form • 
pean Judai m hi h wa b n-
ali tic jncantati n f the ar h 
"v a more fan int 11 tual c • 
re i Tal and whi h lai l Juda· 

f vague humanitariani. m. T r-
r The other rather dry. h 
reach at d p f th mi. ion 
t ur ac lit rature it. m i 
other lack iritual • nt n it 
which gi , a ram ntal ha 
mony, and the tradi ion , rhic 
and placed th · f th T ra itual 
of the High 

There i a m . t 
e ery h re i r land f r a 
type f Jud w I i , h h 1 i \ 
need the o ,, e need th . . . . . . n t 
broad univ m and fine humanitariani . m f t 

ne, en a ;ve need the , armth th ol r the 
depth and the di • line of h her. 

American I r ma well - chic e thi. h 11 ful 
ynthe i . B: ca .American Judai m i far r -

mo ed from the ad w f Ghetto , al1 , l i h 
i olat piritually even more than phy i aH ,, i 
breathe the fr e a· • • • uni 
and proph ti I h r faith . 
and pi ritual • 1 ith all 
race and all • o-i f m-
m n er ice ! r ra 
not b d y· 
pr ju f t r . a] 
equali au t f n-
hip n g . 

b] d and la n li-
gated t den el • t 
cultural life 1 h b n 
of an ethical f rm a 1 pr -
prietie . Ameri an ai m ma . nd ·n-
ten ely Jewi h fut c nten po d f a 
tr ng cultural in uali y. 

To he ure Ameri an J udai. m ,\,ill tre 
ia] program of ur faith. The • a. it 

ed our ocial program and ha tm red in 
the code of national and internati nal morality pr -
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nounced by Judai m and by Judai m alone. Juda­
i m, becau e of it freedom from exce • ive eschato­
logical concern , and becau e of it in i tence upon 
national a well a -- upon per onal righteou ne , i • 
today perhap the ne r ligi n that ha a program 

f p liti al ah ati n for the , e tern w rld. \Nher 
P incare and Iu lini and Lenin may fail Isaiah 
and 1icah and mo may yet triumph! 

merican J udai m h w Yer ill n t forget that 
' the march of pr gre i within u , ' that the goal 
of per£ ection li , ithin the human ~oul. Our faith 
i con erned a mu h with man' ul a with man' 
in titution . J udai m i an inner faith and an in­
ner pilgrimage-a religion of piety and prayer and 
communi n. nd it i our h pe that merican 
J udai m will r -a t to the my tic faith of meri an 
democracy in that it vill re-empha ize the my ti 
element of our faith. Democra y i the religion 
f man tran fi 1ration and it i the mo t m • tic 
ncept in politi . religion nurtured in such 

an atm phere wiU he more than a sy tern of o-
i logy. It will be profoundly personal, inward 

a religion of glm and fervor and ecstasy, a reli­
gion of ong, of light and freedom a religion that 
hold forth pr mi • e of revelation and divine in­
timacie to tho e who eek the dwelling place of 
Gd. 

ome ~ ud1 • i i, n and hope we have for Amer­
i an J udai m and thi I take it i our supreme task. 
The pi neer in m rican I rael were faced with 
a tremendou ta k and bravely did they perform it. 
Their wa the ta k of organization. They organ­
ized our fir t c mmunitie , built our fir t schools 
and nagogue , tablished our fir t rabbinical 
coll ge, planted our fir t philanthropic in titutions 
to care for the needy and the di tre ed. Our is 
yet another task. It is to e ol ve an merican 
Judai m to readju t ur faith to ur greater spir­
itual needs, to integrate J ewi h life, to inform, 
organize and direct J ewi h purpo e. Ours i the 
ta k of bringing God back into our live and the 
live of our children the God of our fathers-the 
God of our children-· the God whom we need and 
whom they need, the teadfa t Purpo e amidst 
life' vast confu ion and turbulence the Mighty 
Kin man-the loving Friend! Our ta k is to raise 
the tandard of J ewi h learning to heighten the 
pitch and accelerate the tempo of our cultural life. 
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mighty ta k thi and a mighty challenge tal-
wart heart I 

I poke of rai ing th tandard of J ewi 'h learn­
ing. merica mu t now b c m th Jamnia of 
univer al I rael. The great r r T ir of J i h 
thought and learning in a tern Eur pe ha e ith r 
been de tr yed aband ned, or , ill b for g nera­
tion depleted and impo eri hed. h ls and acad­
emie have been hut d wn. 1 h ir tud nt • and 
cholar their ery book and librari ha e b en 
cattered to the f ur corn r of th earth. m ri a 

mu t bee me th r fuge and anctuary f the 1 oral . 
of J ewi h ch lar hip thought and I arning. ith­
out learning and tudy J udai m cannot ur i re 
and Jewry must peri h. Thi i ne of th in x­
orable law of our exi tence and th re i n e cape 
from it. \ hene er a J ewi h ommunity failed t 
kindle the lamp of learning and r li d lely n 
wor hip ob er an e and philanthropy it ultimately 
di appeared. itne the tory of th Hell niz d 
J ewi h c.ommunitie , of Egypt after the de truction 
of the Temple. vVe are in ti truth th p I 1 of 
the Book. e ga hfe t , h B k. It n , gi e 
life to us! We mu t bani h ignoran e from ur 
mid t. Our deadlie t enem i the m Haar tz­
the unlettered J w , horn ign ranc l ad t m­
diff e rence or to cynici m or to a imilation. fore 
chool and bett r chool ! I r high ch 1 and 

better high cho 1 ! 1 r t rt b k and b tter 
text book ! r educat d J wi h la ·men I The 
Torah wa not given to the Rabbi alone. , . e are 
relegating the pri I h ritage f a p pie-of all 
the people-of th ma e -to the ordained and t 
the profes ional few. If Judai m i to remain a 
democratic religi n, if it i n t t d generate int 
an ecclesia tical hierarchy it mu t be on the ba i 
of J e i h learning broadly di eminat d through 
all the ranks and cla e of ur pe pt . 

In deference to our elves let u be frank. Our 
religiou ch I are inadequat . Their curricula 
are rudimentary and faulty. Th time allotted t 
the re1igiou edu ation f our hildren i all to 
hort. \ cann t tran mit a herita f thr 

thou and ear th learning and wi d m f thirt 
centurie the hi t ry, religion e hie and lit rature 
of a people aH in the one or two hour a week 
during the few year of the child' chool life. e 

s 



Rabbis frankly confes our inability to cope with 
this problem. ou J ewi h laymen must look to it. 
It is you who mu t take the initiative in this tre­
mendou ly urgent work. For rem mber that our 
religiou chool mu t do much m re than impart 
ome elementary hi torical inf rmation and ome 

religiou guidan e. 1 he ch l along with the 
home and the ynagogu mu t inculcate the e en­
tial mental and piritual qualitie of our people, the 
collective oul and mind, a it were of our race, 
the J ewi h attitude and the J ewi h point of view, 
the pa ion of the prophet, the piety of the P alm­
i t the dream of the poet, the faith of the martyr, 
the high hope and acrificial valor and the morale 
which make f r victory. 

For we ha e a ollecti e oul and mind which 
are di tincti e and unique. They ha e been our 
elective agencie when we encountered alien cul­

ture and they d termined our adaptability to them. 
e have urvi ed in the dia pora becau e Ne were 

able to ab rb foreign ultures and not be ab orbed 
by them. \\ e ubmitted all foreign culture -the 
Babyl nian Eg ptian Greek R man rabic and 
We tern European culture to the alchemy of our 
piritual uniquene , and we gave back to the world 

a Bible an pocrypha a Talmud a Philo, a 
{aim nide a Gabriol an Hale i a pinoza a 

Mendel hn. W ,e ha e yet much to give to the 
world. v e are not of the pa t nly. \i\ e ha, e not 
yet uttered our la t immemorial phra e. \ e have 
yet many tartling revelati n to 'ouch afe unto 
mankind many a acred book to bequeath unto it. 
\ e mu t theref re for the ake of the world, afe­
guard the oul of our race. 

American I rael may , ell a compli h thi high 
purpo e for it i mo t fortunately ituated. Eco­
nomically competent in number great and influ­
ential, in texture a blending of a tern uropean 
and \ e tern European in their mutually comple­
mentary chara ter in a land who e ideal are 
grounded in the mighty them of our acred lit­
erature and who e do trine are in complete con­
senance with our own, we ha, it in u to fa hion 
on a heroic scale a might ag whi h , halJ rival 
even the glorie f the g Iden aa- f pain. 

And thi will be ur an ver t anti- em1tt m. 
This will be our reply to all the heathen raging of 
our day. We hall not be demoralized. e shall 
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not make prejudice the central motive of our life. 
e hall not permit our elv to de lop a per e­

cution- omplex and thu 1 ad tarvcd and ingr 
live . bove all e hall n t b , r d n i 
from the age ld ta k of our peopl . 'In qui n 
and in c nfid n e hall b y ur tren th. ' 

In th mid ' t f a w rid n arl l tr : ·d by 
hate now e king t a e it If thr ugh hate in th 
mid t f a re i • d medie a1i. m and the up-thru t 
of jungle in tin 't .. \ we purp e t ntinu up n 
our app inted ay tending th altar f th L rd 
God of Nat ion mini t ring to th n d f a wor1 d 
tragi al1y confu ed, planting an :\. the d f 

ju tic and truth very h r , and pati ntl_ and 
lovingly fa hi ning the link in th g ld n hain 
of a univ r al brotherh <l. 

e hold no brief f r ur pe pl . Vv e do not 
cond ne it fault nor magnif r it irtu . , 
not m rbidly di e t our li ing b dy to di 
why me pe ple hate u . v\" e ar re ncil 
the w rid p radi di t roper. It 
thing in the col rfu1 pa -eantry f 
,vou]d have been bett r perhap , f r ur indi idual 
com£ rt if our ra had n t be n t uched ith the 
burnjng coal of pr ph ti , ta . It w u1d haYe 
been b tter if we v re n t lri, n fiercely by the 
in atiable hunger after reedom and ju ti and 
truth. e king ]e rve r uld ha 1 arn d l f 
life' failure and tragedie and di er d I . of 
the world h tility. But u h i ur de tiny. It 
1 our ro and ur rown. It j _ ur imm rtalitv ! 

e hall m t the blin l fur f our da e en 
a our ance t r met it thr h ut the age -in 
compa ion and in re i nati n with ut bitt rn : 

and ithout fear. If v f ar at all in thi land 
it is not for ur elve but f r m rica. e fear 
for thi magnifi nt exp riment in piritual unity 
whi h we ca11 merica. e fear f r the harm 
and th gra e and the pa i u freed m of it. life. 
Vv e f ar le t th ld "\. r1d hat tifle th ew 

or1d hope . Our apprehen ion are n t f r an 
ancient people that ha weathered ten th u and 
torm but f r a young nation wh m trange for­

tune ha dri en out upon the br ken ea of racial 
and religiou ri a1rie and u pi ion . We ache 
f r the dream of a Rog r illiam a Thoma 
J effer on. an braham Linc In a Th adore Rao e­
velt the dream which a r tle and an unhappy 
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age by organizing and ub idizing hate by giving ra ial di riminati n p ti al anction in immigra­tion law and acad mi an tion in our universities, ee t be tram1 ling under f t. 
I id that e f ar f r .. m ri a. Perhap that i. n exac rue. Rather d hope for it. F r e b Ii h art voice in our prayer that anity an Ii m of Am r-ican lif ~ ·ii d. The meri a of 1923 i. n t f t rro ev n a it i n t th ne the f under f thi Repub]i . Th , f t founder wa proje ted in a )mm n where life wa com-parati 1e]y imp] an 1 ene u and it failed f let realization en. w mu h more di o • • • • o !-.' l if ha be-

o an I lex. \ e are t pl and the war ha ·n r nati nal pttrpo e . Am ri o- full gr , rn fr m the 
of t • tory. It will. f nece . 
h e lean. ing an 1 purging I r -

nturie ,ill and refine 
and th Ja and . a ri-

r unb rn , 111 ct it. But 
! 

r 1 ildren h Id 
• tand todc here t er and pr -

aY t three th u-• _ g t igher life in G d and th f el • • ou ne . and 1 Y • \ l' t 1 u m t 
when it hat t ; ontinue t b th h ant High~ pr pelled l y c d vi ti n tran figured. We r main tru r tin : lav 
of a deathle . m f an ancient w <l m • dream r, and Tek a, from Ana-t th, and Ga in t rry traffic of R me and Lon . alik d and men; Pro-phet. pr er lo ed, ru Hied but w r-• hipped the Ri en People of an Im-mem ria in our heart the pr mpting f an an or in our b]o d the rhythm f a mighty nd in our hand the flaming torch • • • • • "Th i m Light and my ah ation whom need I fear. The L rd i the trength of my life, f , horn need I be afraid.' 
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CH I 

B Prof or Franci 1 . hri:tic. D.D. 

-~h r wa ~ time wh ~1 nothin mld win a c 'I 
r hg10n unle 1t could claim a Y n )I anti 1uity. 
adv cate of a th u 1 guara it. n " ltY. 
of proo-ra di para uod . c, ~ crcdi!H111~ , r 
generation tand f t t h whi ·p r 
ment that i'"' to be. :\1 n ·our warrant a 11a1 l 
as Channing an d t ~ ·n p lite 1 f 
mann It app inquir.. nning is -
o- the dern. rtain d in mi ... 

.. pre a ie, nature i. wh -
quat ow d ny t tin . ay 1 

that truth i daughter f time. hut r ·m 
a man depen th p ctiv . an 1 \\ h: .·houl l 
th per p cti f t ory of doctrin ? If w 
modern 1 t u ure that Y hav a ti r01wh h· 
point of view. ., 

Wh n w poun hi .' t ri C find cur-
el e d alin(T with a 1dar • hi.·tory, 

a product that i onlv intelli e p r an l 
primal lem nt of which it c 'T'h .. 
ninete nth century ,Ya pro ye • 1( • tin -
tion betw en relio-ion and t . • o- ri a and 

rio-inativ po"· r to • o-i cl f no.~t 
q ual ambiguit 1 ru 

u ed at tim , t f m •• g-ion a blind 
of fe Ii er h th ling-. hut i 
c rtainl cl that 1 t ' . ntiall y 
an int tual that i won or incul-
cated more geomctrico ion -
pacity of the will to .. t 
dy~amic power of ide • • tiot n 
or loo-ic • r the i1 al thi 
but re If i th p n t < 
that a t th h r u 
and ar ced • of i ion 

lf t hard 1qu \ 
con iderin CT the t • fica a man it 
t kno\\ wh the 1e tl Y tho 
1 u ) with the int lee i ati h rim, 
or wa ne wh initi , 
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m nt of th r lio-i u p ri nc • . I haY read an e .. ,.po i-
tion of • • Luth • • im a na in the hi tory 

f 1 h a1 t him I ulat with 
nic ·111 f hi c p Li n nd 1 a Y th 
im ion that • at conf d and brok n-
do,·vn r nta . \\ h on the oth r 
hand I (, - a • li o-• 1 hi tory 
we • a n ~ in d th 
e e i ·ti cl 1 1 f r 
all 1 ·inal c • f h • n 
fr n 1d In th 
L 1am ~ • in th th r 
r ra n hand a L ut a a 
p lin 1ati Yi ws: n e 
h rat nan and Luth w 
forn 1 li 

n may I < l indiff r-
hL th ol d ti.nit~ n " 1 nt and 

) Y him to an id ·al f n · H, iY n him an 
., • n of • become tl him a n w 

1 ma ot a hi ~t ry 
1 I 01 1 or cial tra n -

formation. 11 matt r Channing t • o- b 
m ntioned ,Yith the ant , and yet hi ti n 
of r ligi n ma .. 1 b yo 1d the t ach f th 1 ad-
vane cl d trinarian. 

For m - 1f I think that 
pr p r fa'll into thr e t 
and h • inYit 
in th h ~. 

tianity a tory li~·ion 
atholi m. Pro nti m 

o c n i hann place 

Th it a r ligion '" th • • m 
and wh 1 d much of tl o 1 

we n e a • ci 1 th ·y u-
tion of f h 1 • an thino- of 

nica . For him tori ife 
i lait it ·I • i h m ,e 
and inter h t t • pr t-
day tu relio-iou t hat \Ye . hall t a 
broad view· f th ocial-relio-· t e ~ and in th· ~oad 
view it i lain that what n h ino- , om 
i olat d < tracti n known t rimitiy r t nit 
but an a cedent wid pr typ p • m J the 
et • • rit of J u and invio- ra y ffi I o-an 
m 1e hri tian faith that J i d ao-ain. 

£ h om what ind terminate onditi n of th fir t two 
centurie , hri tian pi t b rran t de, lop st adily as a 

4 



'hri. tianiz d pa~an r Ii ·i ·ity. '1 hi m cl of . tat m 'nt i 
n t at a • • t \\ ith th · omm on a . rti 11 that th · 
• tarting •y ·lopm ·nt i.· foun 1 in th• mi . -

1 nar • on . and impul. • ar' man if Id, 
d hy him ap1 r priat ·d \\ hat in 

• • tmd r th • m of Yari1ltt . 
th tur o rm T ' ·iz d 
·n l jti ati >11 ll\ iaith. 

cl 1 urn it. .cl ·· tiY : at n-
· 011 • m >f fa ith a . 

·ht tt • ; ·rman mincl 
un i ·ath Ii i~m 
lini . L . trikin~l , 

Y t nc • 1 r •lio-io. itY. ~ ~ -
1.h· lau . ,th <;r· ·k~. 

itlt t ' tH 1 h • om • uni-
" r al mlin • nati rnalit • >r k cent. 
Paul u w I 1ia • ry r • an 1 man ·i-
1 at i 1 1 n d . Th tt 1 L ha cl m y th .· , f 
l iv cl , • a I i \ . :-;a i 11 . J> a tt l > f • l 

in t t , ·11 hi ~tori 
h • l ip. "1 he 

th 1 ·1th th • ch·in<r . ~ 

al ·uh. tanc •.· 
I f th g, cl and 

• • o- w ,\ith 
t 1s pr ·. nt ·cl in , hri .· ti, 11 

f rm, an n. which th ;1 • w >rl l 
a· • c r ·li~ io:ity . '") h •.• • int 

1 nman , . tr 11~· ·r than any 
1 

• illu:tra t . . up ·ri w 
th i ttpr ·m • authority to ·o 
J 11 rali . ti nd nttt re 
th iah • • h, t l 
p . I 1 ttpr ·a 

o- r 1a11 p ( ;o l. of m >ral 
·i ·a t 11< mor • than 

fa ,, a" n • rn ·d 
t tit iY ·cl a .· a ha] f-
god . .\riani . m w ml 1 
have > f ( rio- ·n. Put 
an i th~ 1 r a .· n iz ·d u1 , >11 
thi L in • n. uh tantialit • with 

od t\\ ~ t hri t. Thi. 111 re 
pow rful it era vin 0 r d mpti n uf re ur-

5 



r c • f • ca • 1i n witl • 1 al lut 
d i n it\ man o- For 
th 1" , that 
w • 1 ap ·1 11an , 

th r d 1 ti n 
natura n i e" -
pr . 1 1. n tl human 
per o 1 d m <l ath. 
Tl - with in f 

t upon th h of the 
u· • • . Th 

d th i If ur 
r in him, 
fo •. 

aphtlz 
huma • • 
12111 

p ct. 
tha ,, 1 

h 
ma 1 

r a 1 

" . I " 
kind • ual. The 

n1 ia1. 1 h 
cl .aint' 

Ii al f rm 
1 l im-

(. 

t Y rn 

ali e 
111-

ated 
. and 
Th 

it 
the 

i in the 
o th nd that 

" of tran . 
Ci 111 \Ya 1 r t tn e a 11 • 

> ut it. In th fir. t pl du 
plet ly it wa inimical t 1 fa f 
ta k . It nf bled men f tiz 

6 



wa t f ult \Yh ·n th 1:aurian 
t Emp r 111 barharian a ta I· h uo-ht 
th c nd t 1 n th • • o<li :. of a' 111 
pri • • • that i 1 >f Arm nia 
fail n l ha l rv cl 
t _ trong m . .. \n l 

pi ·ty irom th· g ·n ~ral liil wa: 
,. ·m rat ·cl a di \ ' i ion c f 'la 

• • th . up ·rnatural mu. 
a th familv , ,, ·at ion. mu.· t 
Ii mu ·t 1 ·c lihat<:. mu I 

1 h v h • wa.· rcryious. Th 
· d • r ·}i<rim onh· ina:•' 111:trv . ~ 

t 1 m ·an 11t{a1ly th • 'orpor;;-
nc 1 • •. 

'- '. \Yhil • ritual and m ·mory 1 re: n ·c l 
< m thin~ • • I J . u:, it • • appar ·nt and wa • a1 -

par nt that • . ~ wa: in 11~Tt1<>tt . with 
th ri~inal .. ny. '1 h r ha 1 
a depar ·t ... \Yh n a 

limp • i • 1 i • -
o-ained 
and un,, 

h ri • 1 1 • 
wor :t a 
. • te w 
paga 
m ral i va. 

f th t 
piritua an 1 f • • 

mao-ical and th r ahza 1 

t an th r w rld. EYi 1 t 1 1 1 
implifi ation and r fit • ~ 

An • • 1 • • fr m anti 1uity i 
Yid n at ·h n v r th v I t 

th ir d m rption. \Vith th· 
I w mat iza Pl • • ~a d 

force and th '- Lut J Ii -. . on n • ma 
. im o r P'- th 

i ·i P ght. 
i m had ma a thi1 1ft in-

of d • • r th m l im-
pti e th human. ,. 1 
ual d d n r in • • u 

med incapabl f t nal 
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natural mmunion \\" re 1 idd n t • • f obcdi n and 
a nt. I◄ r th ain the ml ra f r th ma ·~ th 
l Ji f in a <liYin Pr Yid nc . 

• fit • bl a ·nm 
n itua 
n 1i • 
1 the n 

atholic tl 
ri nLhip t 
J r h 
a f • l man 
f • ' h 

t ., q h 
~· nd th ~ fai 

>ntai 
r li n " 

t fa. i :1 • rr. 
( < 1 
}iy' o- e-

nati 1 tic 
p-

~ t-
r Hn 

n vhen 
of . • 

1111a • 1 
id'-

a 1111an 

• • • n f l · 
and 1 

• <l h 

• < 

f 
h ce 1 . 

the 1 

un . 1 

in tl 1 . Ytl I -

nino- n hv ·h n 
typ •• tl 1 

I , u if 
tha nd h t ull 
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an ti n d a ti .. it • ( th 11a nn nt. 
God for Luther i the 111 f hri t 1 

and crif dy of 1 • • n < 

a cri for ani m • . r ( 

d 1ich d th • aith .• , im-
p • d an Luthera1 t ain within it · ·H 
a and word of that w ttlcl fain 
t a n the i i i l ◄ r h l 
God that c it • faith 1 in · t 
f u1n of huma n ,v ,rd f cl un h 
by trao- dy a an l in cl fo 

r dyan ·n o-i n \\ • mu: 
nn~no- ·h ino- . p l· •. ~l h I 

ann o- y . m. 
Th > f P l i t n·v a.· a . . . 

p1 t a1 o-mg 1 • ·p-
ti • 1 o[ God. In c i r ho-
do pr t 1111 r th 
\' •• C 11 f •in _ :--, . ll1 '11 -

ti ' _ r an 1 a l , inn r 
\\ t . • rccal1cd the Luth ·ran: in-
• hat • • • • vdati 11 k ·cl 

I i:m c nt ha 
rd • • ;o I 

and duty 1 i11.· i. te<l 
that t d - • • nd 
infinit t. .: I,l 

em w that th r ·lio-iou in -
cerned with the truth th rr ati 

• that ". w 
11 and o-· an • 
itua • tant 

r d 1111 tion. · , • 1 that • 1-
izino- m n in 
1 inb·. uff h i l .. < 

th will ,Yi ~ i y £ id al n 
That i pi ty. ra • i and aim :t 

• iv Pr t : th cati n of tha 
en at ffhich th n ini:t tradition 
T a and 1 

• Eno-land in t nturv. Th 
u f.nh l 1 dt~ 

truth alvini:t Y ·r:i n 
o-u1ar1y pon:iY t i : app al. 
tiY f hi h ·~t human f ·]i ity ,,.,1 

t •. 
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On thing bind Luthera1:ii m and alyini m t O' ther. 
For them both the pring of all r ligio ctivity i the per-
son • tion of the forgivene of Apart from their 
diff of eel • • organizati and • • • the 
ma tinctio1 igor and incti the 

• ich thi e induced in cir-
t n t Era mu a, 

< 1 n ti ti view arJ 
bitrary will and ha n to the id a of p ion. 
\\ h 1 • f of further argum n eems 
to ha t d o und and to ha v 
mad ical H 1anc d )J) al 
to t 1 n th 11 a1 aded 
m n wn divine ,,. Tor 
did ntu rr r 

f t r 1. a hi h a 
fr t r t r nee. an-
ti th law and cl all doctrin for him, 
1 ut ained a ract antith • . a matter of 
th nal • a ot ap • . to c rete per-

n Hi t c w om t t h inful 
h a h '" 1 i ic c al t d ra . inn r . 

In Yini m. on h tber hand, the doctrin £ an in-
crut prcde tination wa central a 1cl con tant, and the 

ar • • 1 and redemp • applied with 
m .~. Ed\ ·a i upr n in nc 
of -in 0 of r 1 , b ca l i -
c i al acm nethod pt nt-
in numer and radical co ·ons 
w • ()' to thi vi w of piety, the tian 
di 1 _.,, d could ved impl the 
o-lory and b meri without any inter-
venin o- claim o ffort he adorati n with a 
taint of per on r In ord r t 1 rino-
hear thi of .. . ion it wa n ce -
ary onvinc 1eir ion and Yili h-

n n. and to a pli h Edward and all 
cons t alvin • had to tak a,vay from man 
and make it im an act of · aint. an w 
paint d a in him th hat r of all im • r d 
an outer divine fo • nto a c rtai1 c, f i d 
meanor. nd not va on ci n d.,, t a man 
but all it mind a to the natu f good-
ne and dited, that the pttr l arbitrary 
and caprici od might dawn upon the soul 

(. lO'ht and that th di po ition id 1ti-
10 



fiabl a r 
natural p 
plicit and pr 
th truth wl 

hri tian might h • a 1 ur ly .'up r-
·ini:m niy l . haq I · --n ry 111 n f ff p al r ·alizatiun t l tha wa: typi ·ally Prote:tant. that purity and :i · o hri. thn char , ult f thi Ira. t ·n l>ttt 1 ·t • 1 1 • mcth d >f in 1 'hri.·tian " ial f th • fait with whi h ic 1ld not • 1. unan with th r 'hri. ti; tnitv ha l anv C n i L t t th-i: m ·thocl 

d : l l pJ·. ~ f )l-1 an h mlv ul , >U(l • it • . hi torv of 
union ;~nd di.:· .• th · 

aw and qtt few d nd fr H ur h 
t al. withdra 1 hnmanitv. ao- n • l i ind'· . i>h ·r · of att 1 t m >lH idei.·m f th fr rnatura1 • ·a. a with ·ring and uman p 1 · J -ingdom [ ; d I r <l and all th in-tramunda had dr pp d >lll] 1 t ly fr m c • • illu.~trati >n >f ct t 

.. ~tan ti m had I n-tinuity "i f tianit_ · a· an ·ic 111 t. 

I th i \\'a. 1 1 tt d n. I ationaI ni t d man. hut a h a fu rth r t 1 it T w 
C ntinuity with • al 1t . In a • ) ti n'ali 

f r h r 
, u· a ri • 1 • n f 

pi d 11 
proc I a n • ti lea d a pr divin a r . 1 a tho) ic th r d t 1◄-- r in i t th r ·-d mp tituti n moral di 1 o i-ti n. 
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The • aliz a ta 

b yond H n- m -

thino- iY c r 

manda du ... _ 1 1 

nant wi an 

m n nt an 
id \' ith wl 1p-

tion wa a. ·o in 

uman na he 
na 

n l 

1 hi . 

nat .. n until a 1 e 
d up n hi in 
nr· n<l 

t nt . . 
ll:--,U 11an ~ ~ 

human nat 1 

1an111110- ma 
nti n i t that it i 

< [ human natur~ th • 1 

anthr pol h 
<libnit ... it f human a 

• 1 u n ti n a 
y. 

ha • 

t C 

uh:ti­
mptiv 

hi v thi , 1 r 

t ;.a tifi a • • Y 

o od that •• 
with 1 

wa ,. 
id 

lati 
ch i . 1 ultimate 

confon 1 • 

of t 1lt t ~ 1 ... 

m h c if l 
ri it 1a m 1 1 1 i-

in 1 11 n 
rationa r c 1 that u 
diYine t .. and inf r 
re ourc rdi tin t Yill. 

L t u admit that id not .. harpl and 
i t ntl pr ent r • ti n f tin f 

1 h man who i t hi t ri i 1 

o con c1ou of t own crht and 
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• 
In the hr • • • 1. humanity ak . a t w 
what { ·1 un n: ·i tL'h· with-

awar n < lu f that st-·p. .. ' 
i • • 1 Lt r 1 banning-. ~\t a late p • lif • '" YC ri ·n 
Y 1111· a- uld t11 
\\ lif trul ,. '-
of n. ' rtial 
t 1 iri h \\' t • 

l , 

a , 
t -

1 ~ 

' 11 ', 

m 1 
I 1 di:-
~ V f 

,, hat 
t 1at • >1 ·~ 

l ligh not r ·ly 
nl to tha • h , 
• n th continual a 1el 

It j t th r ivali. m of , 
come t i c the - and thouo-h tt 
i m a ri • . c udd n a I 
Ii f e in , a n ri L , f n 1 

alvin ,. >, 
uch a Lutheran • 

amp f • • 
nam a 
trut r 
1 -empirical tra 
i tl 

a 
nd i 
Ii 111, I 
an p1 
t • • tt f 

c m 1 d yth that 
ri d i n. The tn 

r the imp • il d 
ible r u with 

b tanc t ibl ab extra t I◄ r 
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tanti 111 tl • rd f G • 
di d t n ibl t 

f o-ra wil 
word of f r 
ti n that hu 
11<. 

n wa at hri t 
and be to\ al 
ac . hannin 

1inatin0' intui­
that human 

) 

I 
l 

• all with 
11 

h 
1 i nity 
t nth that 

11 ~ 

1 1am ' pirit t 

man , • h h i I har-

a t r •• d that 

vi ita rath r 

in a • pr ta i n. 

n tan in-

11 t 111 

11 b 
' 

1at th ir 
1 f cl d 

... . 
r 

• • l 

and uman 

1 , d t rit O' 

• r I cl a 
no- 11 on \\ 

r 1th truth t wak d ad. 
t ur , " 

of • a • n of 

thi by which man and 1 m 11 

charact n g . it is 

the n nd r 1, th 

er a 1t which P 1 tinian 

hav le . L n t a k 1 should 

b th conflicting fact of a radik c, r which I ant 

a 0 ain could po it nl a t nd ntal \\ r I oking at 

hannin not a a m tap ian, d rinal thinker. 
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Th he ot. He ,,·a~ ti • 
po it · la aith. f r v lati n. l t • r 

tho wh hi appJ t hod - tl 
pli ion um o tri Y 1 • 
of the 01 1 a a ving truth 1. 
for u to 1at a thr hbinb p of t c t1an 
oul pea "hannino-, and that 1 ew how a 1el 

, ·here to find th r d mpti n which i , ( r ·!igi n. 
And that thi wa no a m r,. caprici u indiYidual _ urmi • 

but an in ight of mor univcr. al auth rity i.~ :hown hy it.~ power-
ful and in pirino- appeal in antiquity to th ' 1 - • toic mor._ li:t:, 
by it ruO'gl to a r • • th int th a ":th ti 
natu th ag f th i ce by it: det111it • on {tt ·:t of 
the ical mind i 1 ccntur ·, hut th · imm ·n: • 
invicroration which j l h ginn r1w Of th ' ma IT ·lou: 
period German t riod f J ,. ant I Ier I r and 
G cthc. F r all the 10d humanity the triumph 
over evil wa n t by faith in 1e i a tm nor 1 _ 
any m r h roic lf • • in f p 1 r p anc hy 
nothina, indeed, that ha ph in n l I nom nal. 
Red tion, they d cl i found b nding into ill • 
d f the inn tur and behoklinff th 1 ittt le and «: h:o-
1ut and un al au hority of th , ,Yorth lha i. r g-nant 
there a ,vorth decreed by th ul it c1f and yet a , ground d 
in a up r en ibl ,vor1d. 'That worth 1i tor v r 
all evil and unworth ty ry con ·1. ·nfinit 
diP-nity. Thi , aid Go th the u f ligi 1 

e olution. nly "-hen re from t 1t ·mpt 
of elf and r achin the r h • , in 
the highe t of ,vhich h w , t 
f r the indor m f theoretic 
cacv. and the effi • 
by "'it pow rf ul i ty in a 
that, groping er al f rm 
proclaim a rel a n .., T erino- th -

ciou ne. of thi divinitv of th f man. a 
divine r lation hip and a di ine lity for n ri-
m ntally proven to have a p w inten. if ·ino- tal 
per onality and i ing it th vict r viL 

.. nd we can m a. urc that power in part b i 
tain cho 1 of literature l fall n heir t. the l 
contempt f man and hav pict d human natur 
and c nical • 1 imply bundle of 
under the u bility of h a picture 
verify it truth. nd a ti i on of the 
e.'"pclled from theolo0 y p i al con my 

15 
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vented an economic man with the elimination of the morality 
, hich hannino- affirn ed as the enc of real m n. Thi too 
ha had a baneful uo-o-e tibility. s an Engli h writer has said: 
''It i a tounding to what an .,·t nt w ha ucc d d in turnina 
thi cientific mon ter into a reality. ' hanning did not deny 
the fact of moral vil • he left it a a my tery coincident "ith the 
fact of moral freedom. But he aw man a man i given in his 
pr ent tao- of development-not a some ab traction of theo­
loo-ical th ory, nor a ab tracti n of the o1der political economy. 
He aw the actual concr t normal man who i a piritual moral 
per onalit), and he aw that uch a per onality i the ubj ct ,Yith 
which hri ianitv deal . He aw man a T u aw him, a 
beino- r pon i e 111 hi own per onality to that character which 
i per.f ct and complete in God. He aw a perfectible child of 
God and therefore a beino- already endowed for perfection. He 
meant by human natur not the brute that man may become by 
de ertino- the human po ibility, but the man in the licrht of that 
di tino-ui hino- infinity of o-ood which i bound up in hi life and 
of th a pi ration for communion with a chano- le perfection 
of Beino- which hou.ld nouri h fortify and fulfill the yet im­
perfect m a ur of human perfection. He i ayino- onl .r more 
copiou ly and with an e1oquence more prof 11 what the ynoptic 
J e u aid in terse brevity when he conden ed all religion in the 
biddino- to become perfect as the Fatl1 r in heav n i per£ ct. 

If in thi way hannin lear]y revert d to the e ential con­
ception of the Chri tian r , li ion a· it wa in it orirrinal mom nt, 
the coincidence of ·banning' appr hen ion of piety ,vith the 
in pirntion of the founder of Chri tian pi ty i hown in anoth r 
striking characteri tic. ll previou pict y and theology wa con­
ditioned by \vhat was d termined to be the e ence of Cl ri ti .. 
anity. For the Gr ek that e nee wa th appropriation of the 
incarnate, dead and re urr cted on of Goel for the eternalizing 
of man. For the Prate tant it ,va the fora-iv n of in through 
the death of Chri t. In both ca e ther wa a trikino- lo of 
the inten e 1Ie ianic xpectancy of a perf ct family of he 
Fath r of Love within the horizon of man world. 

For Gcn11any Rit chl made a chano-e. If there i one fact 
more momentou than all other about Rit chl a a theoloo-ian it is 
that h determined the e nee of hri tianitv in a manner clif­
f erent from all hi predece or . Rit chl found all hri tian idea 
and ideals phase of on central orcranizino- conception, and that 
conception wa the l ingdom of God the life of a perfect pi ritual 
community of lo e a the nece ary form of life und r a Father 
of love. Rit chl wa fullv con ciou that in thi new <let rmina­
tion of the e ence f lui tiani y he wa a -ef ormer of piety, 
giving religion a £re h appeal to the volitional creative elf-

16 



a erti p Ii 1an. d 1is ntral 
cone ption tri r tt h 1t 1 th 
form whi t 1 r t un-
man i o t 11, t i .. 
up d 11i1 1<l I ·v ·I p l 

th intramundan , < d intro lu d 
to mod rn thou ht. 

va a uni • 10· ·, a • t matic theol g-ian. an l 
it w t u 1 o rn an i v t 1 r • f rm u la-
ti on n do tl li this· n ·w nina-

• 1 n ia • f 1ri when it r •. it. 
r 1 f Paul but 1111c 1 < • 

t a a uni, • lat matic 
the 0 • , ra tica cl arnl l1e 
im t liza • t hl 

wa in cl . 
i t 1i 1C 

C . '' a. 
I <lll cl th l l d V 

, t 1ha a ·hi • 
t e men of o c n-

l mmght ab extra to man, 
·a l a • :to 

th tion. 11 ·ar 
fro i t ric . Th • 
ti 1 • • • rr 

n dth the 1 

t r i in contintt ~v ' • 
vc principl • • the m 
n in ~\n l 

i n ul t • 
h har, l1 

1a a J 
cl 1 fat f 

lo r f 111 i l 
all ., ., f of a um-
v r ... 

T f work d th 
out t 1 ca,'t •,. ] 
r nt b 'l I an I mo : 
of ar ri a ·1\ i • . In all the 
com 1 ,~ ruggl-
in t " t1 il •• 
of a f It a n 
r lu \ rv human h 
unit princip1 th human n 
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of life , ith the ntial princip1e of hri tianity. "\\ re \, e to 
tell the tal of 1in practical nd . , it would not be a 
mere tal of p philanthropy. It b t the 
n bl t ff ort w hi torv t of 
quality in m i 1d mo"'r . he 

tal f tincr D nd 
01ri tia . It , c 
thu ia n n ti l 
truth th t c h l 
it meml and mor I t 
unr aliz ular cultur , e 
b th in ntil el 1cati n, reforn n 
by the m · c labor with it c cting 
th uni h democ ta tian 

hurch th • u if and 
ri • g a a war, 
ry • ity. inj < ma-

teriali ti 
~ha1 itarianL·m meant an nthu • f r a hri tian 

c zati 1 r aliz in full ,.· n all m n 111-
h t · ·er • ~ dr n f God and 1 r f a divine 
family none f th old di in c1 bv 
th o a taken vie,v of piety hut a pi y ti e 
for th f in ne equal l F and thu oper-
ative ri J u as n otl et had b n. Here 
none a hy of the hurna1 lity b, th ab-

• n and with ·al of pi ty fr m nd cultural 
f m th full harn10ni u f human 

p in a 1alit r raaniz d and r ur • r 
to di ·11 nant in i own ide d h id 
b c n r 1i n with 10ral ide 
we are a " that t r hn it i r-
petuat d • of 1i 0 iou an ular. He 
who would harmoni u in which t tion i lo t 
and reli i 1 uid and a • f in th ta k 
of ci ilizati 11 find hi t r annino-. 

rup • o n • • • ·e not th nial 
of hannin I id nc n t b e ard. 
How hall • i of , have no ard 
aid Paul. ha gi T n it lf to 

the proclamati hm ha b n f rtif y-
ing it elf by pr limi • ral ihouo-ht. It 
ha -a a m an to • ,iblical critici m 
and following that rati e 
Reli ion . It ha -a a m 1 o 1110-
logy, and it is to b f ar d that d by 

1 



the non-human t of th \Y • a 
e • of t • ··t • na 
t m ,·01 l· ·n 

t ath nth 
p a t human p > f ti 

divinity linked with ou i.· a m h • bu • lt i. 
the ki o mman 
h art. di n 
,·rll h m 
it the f t i<l, 
an make it the , i h 1 l n 

n t i \ • w ' clo th 
r c f rnm faith. 

'] h t h faith tha , p r. nality 
i found God him elf '- < tin· ·n rg-y i.- ·n-
tru t cl t 

F '] I1 h YOL~ _._ '"(;. 

\n Addr B th "R und Tai ik·,' :\I a<lvill"', l• ·1 ..... , 1 -5• 
> r • R bert J. liut h • 11. 

tat o . p 
in m r • l . 
I-Iabi tr~ ct 
and 1 

, 01 r 
which 1 r 

outh ) t-i with lif 01 ac l o·h 
human 1 

b 
1 

n nc 
mood, but i 
th 

)'n 

Lind f a t 
t, •o r of Ph. . dly 
and to be a n , , tfi find 
fault • • • h th r 1 , with the 
b ) -but i ha 
tic nc uth ar a g 
pluck t f 1i i rr that th 

n a r .. Tp rin t a ry ra1 idl 1 1ng 
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ow I am not concern d toni ht to tr to how that the 
ouno- are worse than their parent w re in th ir ad le c nt year . 

I take for granted that human nature i much the am in the 
ame gr up from g n rati n to g neration. Th chan i not 

in her dity but in nvironment-in the timuli brotwht to b ar 
on the growin mind, in th life-habits which are drilled into 
th children in th ir t nd r and pla tic T ar and in the ocial 
atmo ph r which, though it may be invi ibl , ne erthele oal .. 
into and aturat th ir inn rmo t b incr. \Y , old r peopl , 
who ar o critical of our oung, •ould probabl have b en a 
th ) are if the 111 ntal, ial and conomic world of our y uth 
had be n what their i now. ur ta k i n t on of faultfindino-
but of diagn i and once the dia mad , of r medying 
the trouble o far a our wi dam and in iaht nabl 
us o to do. 

L t u b gin by takino- tocl- of the difficultie that confront 
the moral ducator. \Vh n 1.hinO', wr 110' with ur • uth w 

• • ed t lar th blame o teach r and prea'chers b -
·iou ly it i their prof al duty t m ul l th lif 

0 \Ye are apt to think that moulding human nature 
i a rath r a v matt r an 1at if t ach r and 

, did their dut,:. ail , • d ,,. ,11. But human 
11 a i1y moufd d. h po tl Jam ay : 

ind of b a t and bird an eni and f thiner 
i tamed and hath been ai of mankind but the 

n 11 man tame· it i an m 1 il, full of d adl 
It may \V 11 be that th apo \ . mewhat ov r-

0 d about human nature wh n 11 le thi biU 111-

1 ut g ·ho ha e kn°'n1 man na at 
ran e 1 li-

matino- it 1 1 d 
to th orth l 1 1 

have inter . 1 a 
up rnatur t hi h • 

to do for man whc ld or , c nd tl 
tatwht that, v n with the upern of God. on 
Yere lil- 1 ' to b a • d, p-r d and incurabl 
vil of the natural man. \\ o 1 11 ace pt thi t al 

int rpretation of hri tianit r w bar the p i m 
of the al • i tic outlooI~ on human nature but for all that, 
w mu t teadi1v be our mind fact hat human 
beincrs can me • • w l • d ,vith an animal 
h • that th °' alwc he 1£-
p ing and t) p i . that cul ural 
d are th , manife in th dividual 
Ii th w re in the lif of tl nd that, if th n ual 
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lfi hand· --1 • n i ar all w d t g ta ·o- art 
in th ad l 1t l ,~ir may n ·v r c 
th m at all. Human la • th· 
both t w r 
hell. It ha of 1 • • 

nc ~· _a) 
• mon moun-

a 
r 

C 01 

of hi~ r n 
i neither · I mon1d-
able if w .. h • ta. 1~ 

f eclu • t1. 1 1 1 • 

name l a . ., u r f mor'tl 
educ 1 d har r han th 
amm ~ w in human 
natu l bad ?oodn e: . 
The infin f r th· knd r 
piri ual r in · . ts ➔ rom 

the le, inn c. - a.ting, aII- ing 1L u-
ou . T'hc infinite , '. mcnt in the human n in l 
may n a search f r truth that i • m n to 
th n if -lono- task in the 1ah ,r oh. rva-
tory a -my move man to h ap on 1 • s miilion 
upon lif 1 to :-rath ·, 

f a n ,v, r int own h 1 

and 11 -n and ,,·omen wil I d 
level 1 • n • m nt -
vorab n ,· f th ·i 
impu1 1 1 ·ill . in 

1, 1 • 1a • • ,·i: l • -
n -

th f i 
ct or 1 

n ity f " l 
and will alwa • w a I 
di cipline an 1 ·d 
at the rigl t lity 
of our a r ' w 
mu t a in human natur 
1 ut in th p l1 • r jn 
the failm ot , a t o 
earl in na Ian ci s 
in our a "h n c n i 
n v r an i1 it i. alw ., di n one 
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that call for th k ne t in ight a w 11 a th o-r at t pati nc 
and , i dom n the part of the moral educator. 

It mi ht d that we ar all to what th 
moral harac , • aim of mo ion, really i . 
But o ad l d t di cu • 1 1 iz , ry 
briefly what ) 1t an c th 
term moral character. i c • i p ible 
to eparatc the p r nal 1oral character 
from on anoth r but for it • n rally 
thouo-ht J p di nt t di tin Th aracter 
qualitie which are thouo- a uch a 
courao- , initi • m r ? d thrift. 
\Yithou u ob tad 
har • tl ini more 
tha 1 n th \ rith-
o~ ~q aoc, 

~ c 1 aha t will lif 
which i f n an m h ut 
elfr p can inward 1 them 

again t and them on toward the right. "\Yith-
out ind cannot maintain the • dard of life which 
th , ha think indi p n ab] . \ 1t thrif l th y cann 
maintai • ~nd • 1 time n nd unemplo 
ment or i ve ma 1 • o timu1a 
all of th u in th li wai m 
and th t e. Tl 1 far t r 

conomi i form d an n e 
ec n m1c r o not ·1 , mu arn 
to work r tter a , g th h ir er 
did. 

Th 1aract r iti \Yhich ar u 
are th which ar di n able fi 1 nt • r lation , 
that i lati n w , re bor • t mil the 
nei hborhood and t • and m r la n 
uch a marriag , church political party and cial 

lif itho 1t filial re pect o • r n for par nt the 
ha all r v r nc rmin d at hom nnot be, a 
in the pa t the breeding place of he r vi . \Yithout 
di inter t d public • • mocr to uch e~ ept 
in name and b com ere which an invi ible 
government ma • u lation it wn "i h-
out int lligent h atrioti m nationalit ~ be 
an inner p chic a b com a m re common m 
and a territorial d markation. \\ ithout 1 v and h 

bond lo e all it" ideal valu and th r la en 
b com ch ap and , ulo-ar and in the n g. 
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\,\ ithout hon r in bu in and fai h ful fulfillm nt f ntra t. 
ur colo al r di m w ul l n tumbl int ruin. \Yi h ut 

l yalt to th r 1 and p litical in titution . t whi 'h , -

lono- and t. 1 ran ·arcL the diff ring in titnti n to whi h 

our n ighb our in, titutiona1 lif , n h ·indl 

or b C mp y rl <l in th hat f 1l W rlr of mutual 

t rminat' \\'h n , • 1 ol · th 

f h n ion f rrit ry ) 

Id Rom npir our pity i awa-: ·n ]pl , farm . r • 

and vi11 wh happ 1 Ii, in th path th . ~ m rand-

inO' im a ncl we thanl • that 1 meri ·a , lands in nn dang ·r 

f uch • • n . But ur civiliz, ti n ha · h n omp1 ~. -

and dep n 1 nt on brain and moral. an l Ii int public 

• that if the ial ,frtu w ha, ju h 11 mtlining 

h u 111 how • n in th hara • ur hil lr n 

r grandchildr n 
bord ith ut vh~ r y nd. 

\ y moral . . . . 
wor 1 rtu • • a, ur 1rnt1at1v 1111 ranc . 

lf- . i rift and uch l virtu ilial I iet_ ·. 

publi it, -. philanthrop_ ha: tity r. 1 yalty 

and And, { mih r " ' · und er.~ • 

virtu t m rnal adorn lib ril 
and a part o{ our min "n t of 1 

of th ·o and l hra vd1id ~ n. 1 l 

imva a f the min ouJ, 1a . i r-

i ten f within at rmin ra m 

tand t r t aJI ,·ind u h i.~ the 111 al 

per o ty at which m du th fa f all 

the weah o l • • ,an jt m·w . e ·m to 

great a th o n aim a but 

moral ha c n l tl call 

t pr due 1 i l m . t th 

church an h - mini iz d. 

I i ft n ai t • h • h rt t 

wa h me and in i pro pos. I 

mio-ht c ir and h I 

may p , hut I pr a hi m 

ptt 1 v • plain what 

ev b r a that 

the t t un , 

not ly mou1 l ality. Th • 

movi n pap 1 p tual1y 

in the rin f t , 1 1i h demi-

god of th eba all and d in p n the 
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br of • f tl and man f lif t>f our m la 1 pi u u f our mo t ra 1t h and am that in-pfr o a n \ omi in litie f public 1i f , t ich c pla ing on y uno- l w it uncon ciou n ut pro-f undly, h a kick and a thrill and a drive in th m which th 1 f he w ary t in th little red chool ho ne t er in the pulpit can v ry l, The ' 1ich or0 anized r lio-i a ani ducati • to mould th cl ac th ng towat h innate badne o . o- tman natur Iu t the xtravao-a1 1 r d t t l min<led-ne , th i b r the recH d' for law the narrow m of that v 1 lled the General Public. t and 1 
1 win ear aft r y influ n th gen l y on th young mind, ing temptino-, ~rcit it ·11 but nl., t o eld m 111110- and di ciplinina nd warnino-. 

E p al ng the e lin i • nc f th general public toda cl illing and depre 1oral i<leali 111 that the church and hool may try to . . I➔ or e .. r-amp th ir f r w a1th may per onal irt which I ha • 1tioned ab initiative indu and thrift b when it be t t nd to do, it mak ain t ch p onal ranee and s If- tr I and a?"ain 10 t the , ci frt • named. The alth-lu. t in \. rica he mor u t b-tacl lamor which the new pap h t d our milli th pict f their home and co t ia oin ich th • a arry, the ir um auton n t. , the tori lo 1 o-a1 11 the d f erence which communit to their hio-hl uc oney-maker , the wid pread feelino- t if you cann 10 fr I., y u are a nobod - not e h w a h xcite the imao-ination "of th n and ea ily p that to a-et money i far mor • 1portant than to n<l und r-tandi (Y? \\ hat h orldly rewa r or the cienti or th art n pari on , it ucc f ul bu ine man? T p cont mpt fo l worn n the word high bro\ a been coin d an t t , rhich the word i u ed is an indication of the xt "hich our cultural tan<lard ha e b n lowered b our w lth-lu t and our era ing for con picuou di play. That e~ plai , hy a cla m 
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a n ighh ri ·r • v< <l n t th qm·. tion: 

• • w ·alth am·< n ma • 
tha th • : yot ' l n~ 

u h m .,, ,·om ·n 

whi 1, ha l. i th 

111 V l'tl a 

h i • an i 
can t ( nm t'<l l>y a Jl<H rly 

pai h ·ar l amid th • thuncl ·r > f 

a1 p uhli gr' ·t • th . f ul 

m 1 m rality ha· to ar 

b u r cf ral arnl t iug 

in < • - n l ma< n ·c 

wl • w a 1 i or:. Th • moral 

cl • i\..,ht a '- 1 • a mr g ·n ·ral 

I h f li f • th t ~ a ion of wl'alth a 

it . • rimentation 
lin<r t th 

t 
th, new·-

• 111( t '(>ll-

mentat ion that i.· 

g Hl ·n riotL p ·r. on 

w ·an iail to h(' fa-

miliar ,.· 1 • of th· 1110\i· 

ar 11<l di gu.-t among 

the nt in min<l. tha 
• thrill. th y ma , 
fLd ·liti •.• an~l . 
nn.·t acl<l . ng-

. • 1 th 

r t1 
nt t in 

the \\ a • hv th • 1 • n-

pict l int·r ·:~t \Ya.- n f-

. u . , and J h-
1g ha v • 1 H • n 
• cl. , 1 ut i: • 

•• CY h 

of l , 

a ~ 

1 ra.mm 
a11 i 

far u u 
a i ' • fl l 

mi i , and 

me n all p a 1 1t • th y 
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not a bit mor hi hly .. • d than • par nt and 1d w r but th • 1mli that pour in t th 111 fr m th , • h n awak n th i -
r • han it normal , i i 1 natural ri of th 

• • • • tr u • th 1 '- la, , -d fying . I 1 -

T 

, 

i al 

h 
n 

11 ) it i ' 
th 

1 
111 a w he la, 

uff 
£ ~e 

d th ir 
1 1 th la l \ publi , a can 

n ho,, to th ho . 

I ot thru u lif y ntion in a fault-fin h p • no f t nd I am n ni tic ab I 1 d" th n -c cann • cu int y r h n l ducation of th ng until cl w oral -cator i up a ai i not up again in <l human natur • Human nature n r wa i not no, an r , ill b incurably bad. Tl t ic t arti ti th i ual and the • io impul r t atural and t man a hi oi ic and ual impul \\'hat th 1 ducat r i u ai i a l • t which f r cal co-
26 



nomi , p litical an ial r a on ju ·t n w happ n t . timttht 
unduly th n. n lf-a, : rtiv and n nre:om • . ; 1 of th 
natur of our ·o pl . 

nfro1 rt of world , ·hat 
of ral ? \\ n cl not afi 1 l f r an ·m-
w 01 imp rtant m ·al. w 'an 

add littl t f th an icnl l h m, .~try 
and • • al i nti y ·ar: ha,:· 
n i to , : have not 

1 \" k < f the < l<l 
1 • . t t<:a that 
n all, in th , in tirn 10ral 
h re o]d noug-h to hav • 
h natur . ha • b • '11 01111 

t moral habits and attitudes 
h m r l r: unal morality that 

o 1 ·r' our mo I ·rn hom • t nining-
a fall n d>wn. \\'• hav inferred 
tl cl th· >kl form · of religi( n tu lk 
a lia1 ilitv , f • o l and youth 
t ~ tt1t tr ,, ; 1 • I erp tuat ·d 
t •• • d ough tc 
1 t th ·111.· ·Iv s 
ac tura1 i thing.· for 
thet 11 th ir o, I . mmd. 
like an ' - ] > ,0 

a 11 bea • u1 
that ' ri ·r t . 
But n r y ( r di:-
a tr • a 1 1 t 1 run ' 
hi a t l • • • 

n 1 
th 1 a 
] 

W . 1 
·nt ·nt i 

th • entio o 11 
tr nd horn n t 
th h uld we o hand o 
p d a1lo\ (T t r w 
y f hi torica d tau 0 he ht 1 
livi It i the c id a. mo. 
called liberal v r n. F md ph 

lf-p tive h im ar n 
ginnin uman I han th al r 1 
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the par nt do not • l and m ul l th y un(Y • f . h lfi h 
impul will cru h ial n wh n th ti m • f r the 
lat r t rip n and b 1iz d into hara t r. Th main moral 
ta k of pa 1 th ir childr n to u f th 
natural inn lfi hn f childh and ocializ d 
b in en iti • to th p nd bt. th pu d Yalu , 

f th ir communit . \nd th it i t in • n h di-
ne mak plain t th m tha t 111, all th i r 

natural • nal· 11 ar 
with h rity in th rf rm 
1 clil • i r p n ibl a th w ld r 
f r th a1 m • ta k t th m to 
r p ct t m than th m and, at 

Y th , • 111 th 111 tl 1 • 

are , munit Ii n c ful 
and a th ·y ma h mmunity a r al 
part O l. 

1 . . . 

a t r 

had 
rt 

1 

\Y 

11 

d 

lr n 
in tl • lf­

rit 
1ple 
1lt t 

b f a 
lra1 t 

mak r 

" ~ 
with and not 
th ir own. 

11 u at· n • actual 
xp ci n<l 

c m la 1 , n 
in h , l , 
labo al t 
army at 1d i 
ne d np 1 

willit an air play and a 
f r t am p in w a ircum ·tan 
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qui lo alty alon , ·1th m m-
t lli 1t ar pr iati 11 f th ial V<. 1 i l. 

w we a r trait • • tho • 
merely -· 11 r ,;1 

in a tt at > i11 
th c vill ·lono-

• - • . h' 

• 'COllllllg-

h • ~irl 
1 h , 
I. in i 1 

t i1 i i tl 
~ \' ' llH>r, 

n h , • he mo:t par 
, ·ot up th y 

111 c attitu I·: 
tha tl ·creation; 
it i i a f a ~rroup 
min l. in • w m ·: it i. 

1 . in l f f 1-
1 t a i a ,vi 11 

\ . , . • it. m l< 1 hut 
n ~I '- al, am t ha.~ th • f < f mcm-

• in a ,vid a h , < cial and moral Yalu • 

h 111 ip i a ed. o • 1 • al· • 
ad uri 1 1an h ir f , , th • 

ranized p moraHzing anrl . oc t zinf.,; 
. t moral 1< • . , a: th ·v th > 1 > 

1 r e • 1 or n of m t>ra l p pt 
h arati r • i1 ati< n in ial 

1i I Ii r la I Ji\·ing •.·p 1 

11 11 atio1 l in ar y li 
Fit • •• in ul, • r • cpL L 1,; 'al 

trut vital I 1 u at.ion, i till a 
r al . v 1 m ra l i n • l 
n t and gn i < d 1 l 

rath cl guid • • 
a m ral ic 
h n \'i th a tanrl 
which i r own and 

le mpr • 
j p a n 
I ba i i 
and w roicaHy Ji 

m n n on mora , t ·: 
that an v r b 1 ham Lincoln i 
worth mor t u t n ·thic:. \Ya h-
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ington is a greater inspiration to patrioti m than a thou and 
fourth of July oration . J e u hri t i \\! orth more to the world 
morally than all the theologie , f undamentali t or mod mi t, that 
ha e grown up around him. The gr at t teacher of morality 
in a chool or a colleg i the teach r who e own life i the mo t 
con picuou mbodim nt of moral principl and the next b t i 
the one who can int rpr t in the mo t moving and p r ua i e 
way the heroic element in the live of the great national leaders. 
\:Ve can teach math mati and logic by m an of ab tract ym­
bol but not moral . n ma) read in th book n painting 
until h h1ow all th p int in a good picture and the names 
and t I of all the r ater painter , but if wh n h . tand 
befor a real paintin hi own emotional nature mak 
pon e to it appeal hi r ading ha been of little a ail. o in 

moral . The be t t t f one moral clucation i not whether 
he can pa an e .. -amination on ethic but wheth r. h can thrill 
to a g nuin ly heroic life and carry ome of the hero in pira­
tion into hi own conduct. H re ther i an imm n e fi ld for 
th t ach r and preach r in the moral du ation of th _ nn<T. 

o one race ha had a monopol) of moral h roe nor i th value 
of a h ro c nfin d to hi m ·n people. 1 he ,;\·orld Ii b f r the 
moral t acher wher to choo e.. Hi bu in .., i to ch tho e 
to ·whom he him eH make th mo t mo ing re pon and th n 
to mak th m o live b f re the eyes f hi pupil that th y will 
feel th randeur of moral per. onalit) and ha e their • uthful 
capacit for hero-wor hip and di cip1eship kindled into life and 
vio-orou acti it "'. ~ moral ma .-jm or fomm1a i ften a inef­
f ecti e a a hell that fail to xplode but he am moral truth 
made trikino- and o-loriou in a human life not eldom breaks 
through the cru t of indifference, hak the oul of y 1th to 
it d pth and ummon it to a heroic battl for truth r ju tice 
or beaut . 

Po ibl., ome of you may think that I have b en t o broad 
and eneral in m treatment of thi gr at theme and that I hould 
ha e i en far mor tim t the topic di cu ed in the la t fe, 
pa0 e . I can nl) r ply that the moral ducation of th young, 
as I see it, cannot be treated apart from the particular ocial 
settino- in which they live or apart from the general philo ophy 
of lif that i acted out by the older p ople of the community 
to , hich they belong. My troncr conviction i that h reate t 
need in moral education in merica today is a saner quieter, 
mor contemplative more ocialized philo ophy of life than that 
on \\ hich mo t of u gro\1 n-ups are now actino-. 
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A ... I \Y R D IE.. "E. 

n 

ORG 

ddr D li Iar h 9, 
Ballou Founda i n. 

n 1.h ... \ \in 

By Rabbi bba Hill 1 il r, o 

Th ta 1· of • ·no- int rn • na 
for the perp t uch i 
orga • • be 1. • 

pr n h <ll , with 
chur n I o b" au. • 
lai 1 orld t ff 

H 

land, hi . 

ma h11 
lh llcng­
ially a 

Hogrc. m o[ 
't t r lio·i n 

chur ur m an ur c • • 

orm o d r 1 i n a t 
a u • cratum, a n ' 
i r a t b n 1 al 

and im1 nc . · t nece i 1 . t 
two or thr erati n ha e thn1 i a 1e 

realm of · ·tik and have turn i o 
and p rp • obl n1 of the day. 

Th day i confronted ,,\,·ith a ch • It can a -
um O rol -the on of I hi r th C 11 f 

piou i The church mu t d d 1h r it 111 an to 
vindic ric claim to b the a na world 
and ag . • • kind a1ona the hard-and • 
a hard ·1 ·t will a f 
cauti than cot: 11 , c 

ent r a • t 1 

r peti h 
po n 1 t 

m an a n futur 
of thinkin t 

( 

wilt 
)1 it 

attitud 

In th pa t h alien d th a1 l d v • f 
million f m oi it r u al ipa in 
nomic and in ju tmen ma ary b 
conditio1, of church may a<Yain forfeit th lo f 
million if it r nt no, on thi i1 capable mor . 
For thinkin men and t uJti t Jy turn fr 
in titution \\ho in • of th )a t at d in tl 
and ·who vill att 1 ution to which m n cannot 
turn for 'da an c • th tr ublincr and hara ing 

of th ir ial xi t nc 
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-m • ion that t church will a um I ad r-
hip in th rk tabli hin rna • p onl r wh n 

it will tra1 cl tl t . In th ddl ur h com-
pet d with the tate. It lai<l claim to ulti1 , 1ty in b th 
t mp ral and piritual affair . 'l h n upon th 
identity f piritual and civil power, an t bl' h it If 
a th upr me poli i al arbit r. a it wa 
d tin cl to fail. It \\~a w 11 he • r temp r pow r 
inevitably rrupt piritual po l • 

\ Yith th - a i n a 
th trugo-1 b n elm 
umphant. Th nt wa omy and 
ultimat p n nati If • u 1 in w 
thin : t, t t mo uffici nt. 
Public alit ·a n y rmi private 

it he e r c d criterion f national 
. o e elm rch having the " of comp ti tor, 
ed the allv. It b am < t a and thi c n-

diti n ha ur wn day. 
In man th church i ither an ou ri ht tate-

t ubv ntlon from th tat 11 in d m-
hurch doe not recei e finan port from 

01 1pl t ]y yiel • 1f 1 political 
ate that • • i1 tanc to 

u n ie and p c h If a ate 
de r the chur h wiU t . I he 
t ·n imperia)i tic a1 tion th 

c er e11d r e the act or, in pu l worldli-
nt. 

In th ino- a tool of th tat , the church ha t a 
piri ual authority and it piritual in . 

church doe • v th . tat -n t in 
th ea oring to ma control its political 
fortune th n f m an ali nm nt 
which car • • 11 e e' political pur-
p and n , l . tra litional and 
a d id h ain an ab traction. Durino- the 
la ar u a tat chu r h. ti n 
church in Ge/man wa German d onlv e and 
b a ,, ide tr tch f the imaginati hri tia'n. that wa 
tru of almo t all elm of h om and all u 
of Jewry. The church ov d to be local hrin , bal 
deiti were wor hipp d. 

ow reli 0 -ion i international in th fine t and tru n 
that word. It i not opp ed t nationali m but it a 
It doe not concern it elf with nationali m. It con 
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not wi 1 he t rar_: p lif al unit~ f n c1 , hnt with man 
11· r 11·· ) •yond rac and c ,l ; nd 
g 1 r ·i. th worl l of 
huma i an 1 p , an 
It 1n n 

\\ a 
t and 
b m 

ft-a t'A~ ~dica t 
habilit n. 

rl h l 

. . 
• 01ce a l 
·n n 1, or ( 

\\. r1 ~ of h rn1an -

1 • '('11 · c 1r n r 
t I lt w i 11 th ·n 

f p a e. ] t 

It will 
4' f 

1 . 
r 

0 

1 ·nt for p('a, ·, 
)a i · mt a1to-

ot • war r 
u ~- .:.\1an 

var rnr 
r p. _ , . 1i -toriral. 

lf r lig-ion ·a1 • it: ·lf fr nn th· 
h ~ , ha,e tied it to • n \\'' call 

th a-ion , an it elf again. in rn t it. 
w h mi . i, nt akin e r]e. lr )])at ·ly, it 

ca1 ou hndling th 1agina ion f manhnd with the icl ·al 
of pee It an fire tl ouL of men. 1 01 

motion, cm ading to th lo]y Land, I . owing my. tic 
f r or am ng m n t Jand. If relio-ion 11 im-
perial a ain, utt ~ • n • n. , it can ,en a l 
worn 1 with a r f r p ac . It will t tt 
and con rate ·ith th· matchl ·:: id ·al ( 
p ac . It will c 

\Vh r t a y oraaniz d 
r l" • d ,. r 1 tat \Vi1l de-
cla D • \ odd ·omt 
Da • r al ilht rat . . 
wil rl a rrratu ri ndly 1 a i< 1 

lil- Japan or~ t day 'l - cla_ of 
nati nal m urni • 1 1ilia ion 
for Japan. Thu ·ligi n 
will c ape 

11 the fir ion 
to r 1 Th t f 

th mac to 
p p ac wh n ·t all 
a on of m n t 

e r rudim nary, which nc 
t p, n ar r. 
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No people , ill di arm unl and until • it If cur . 
Back of all international com if arm fear fear of 
aggr ion, f ar of being una t • t 1. lJhtil th 
nation of the world are a ured f c int rnational 
agenc which will protect th m a i and . udden 
aggr ion they will not, th y cannot, tl ot di am1. 

The elm . on th alert to di f n ary, 
to bring into uch an ag nc . 1 of 
Nati i i r if in our countr m to 
an , 11 o em n , then the churc t to ther 
age1 or i th m. hot itancy on 
th part f h at the pr me d the \:Vorld 

ourt and t th con ci th erican peopl in 
it b half. mpli h d 1 t urch ad an e to the ne ~t 
talion on the way to the ultimat I l ading n t f 11 wing, a 

cl urch militant and ad nturou not timid and bat cl and wi tf ul. 
1 hi am which I ha bri flv outlined • 1ot an a v 

pr o-ran emel difficult. h -. tianity 111 rient it elf 
anew. b aan it car r 1 chin~ pa m. \t th 
beh t ir abandoned th id f pa ifi . It o-ain d 
in pr t in l ad r hip. 

may well b that pacifi m • an id al not adapt d to the 
\Y rn \ ~ orld. Pacifi m i aft H I h re • • of the pi ritual 
'li h ari tocracv of aintline and th tern \Yorld has 
not produced a nt number of . u h , ou1 t 
<let rmin· infl 1 th affair f the . Th \ 
tempe t I be acth i tic. The n mind 1 
in pro alvation thro • omba il. It 
acti e ance to active or pa non-r nee. 

Furthermo the pacifi tic and commu • c imi-
ti e hri tiani wa for a world in cxtrc, r to 
end in catacly to be miraculou I ru me 
of ab olute p rfection. Evolution nt chatology in 
our day o that the anci nt indura not fit for a world 
pro ing by evolutionary rath olutio1 ta e . 

If thi i true, tl anity anc of 
thi fact of racial p a I al adju t 
it elf to it. It 1 t ·h com-
pell d to urr 1 • n fact. I im an pro-
gram of cia en ion n it e th t 
spiritual dichotomy, th larinu cont , 11 p 11 and 
practice, which ha h fore tulti 1. 

J udai m fac anoth difficulty. Th yn u a an r-
ganization ha play d a er all r"I in brin about world 
peace. The Jew, the r er i prayed earnin..,. f r 
peace. o nation uff er a much from war _ oe th J e\ . 
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tra 0 ·edj \\·hich t1 • la.-t \\·ar hroug·ht to hi: door. 
Judai m, too. ha a rnarv·l] u: tradition of pea e whi'h wa: lirst 
fa hion d in the ~ ul • of it (Tr ·at : _. r.. Y 't the lew i: :o 
ituat cl in the w rid. and hi . po ·ition i: :o insecur<:. thiLt in sonw 

land. h mu t p rf re· r •frain fr m ago-re:. in· work in behalf of 
peac l t hi · inc r • and arn • · t ·nd a vori., he inkrprt'ted by 
hi nemi . and tra<luc r. a , manif .· tati n: of di. I vat\· and 
trea on. 'Th, Jew ha~ he n comp '"n d in . 1 f defense 1,-. her wary 
I t hi de otion to th of p ac hring . uff ing- and di. a ­
bilitie upon him. 

The Jew how v r. r alize that hi: i: hi: ·ro. s and 
hi crown an i hi .· irnrn r ality. lt i: nly hy :uch it1d ·pl'nd ·nee 
of pirit that h can vin Ii at hi. claim to a : 'l aral<' •.'ist ·11 ·<:. 

and to hi prof : d l r ph ti mi. :ion. If hi: rc)l< i: to he th • 
role of a propheL then h • must :ul mit to th· trihn1ation. whi ,11 
fall to th har of th prophet. 'I h' Jew m 1st r ·di: ov r his 
proph tic voic and at the cost o( l eing mi~tmclcr. to ct. f 1 eing 
malign d. of h ing damn d a· a traitor. he r\ltt. t :p ·ak hi: . onl. 
''Peace, p ac . unto tho. e that ar n ·ar and unto th<:' that arc 
far off." 

hri tian and J ·w alik mu ·t r rn mh ·r lhai pea· , wl11 not 
come a . a ·adiant maid ·n b arincr gift:. I \·ace wi11 com '. i [ 1 
ev r come at aH, a a man of . orrow . .. 'f>at u1 on and mo I· d. 
Like unto e ery great id al of 11ia1 I-ind p ac mu t fir. t trav I 
the thonw r ad f frr rati n, d . f ai a 1d . rrow rC" it an 
reach the"' o-oal of cons mmation and riumph. H ·r in i: th 
challenge to h roic de d and . acrificia l 1< yalty. Her in 1i ·s the 
redemptin~ mini . try of oq~aniz l retigion in the world today. 
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What Is Happening to the 

American Home* 
By RABBI ABBA HILLEL IL VER 

ONE might select a sufficiently impo ing array of 
facts from contemporary life to draw the conclu ion 
that the American home is doomed.. Many an earne t 
moralist has been led to this conclu ion by a mar balled 
array of such facts One hould, however, guard him­
self against the subtle danger of generalization. 

If we were writing a book on American Life w 
might readily collect six or seven striking pha e of 
American Life, and on the basis of the e we could 
build an argument which would be altogether true a 
far as the facts included, but altogether fal e a far a 
the facts omitted. We could write of America a the 
land of appalling crime and Iawle ,neas, of political 
corruption, of intense indu trial trif e, of glaring 
economic inequality, the land where more than a mil­
lion and a half children are still exploited in industry, 
where millions of men are disenfranchi ed and segre­
gated because of their color, and where lynching, in 
some quarters, is still a popular pastime. 

This would all be true, and yet, if the e were the only 
facts used, our picture of America would be altogether 
false and misleading. To give a complete view of 
American Life we would have to include much more 
which would undoubtedly temper the sharp asperity 
of these fact .. We would have to write of America as 
he land of remarkable opportunity, where working­

men enjoy a standard of living higher than that of 
any other country in the world, the land of universal 

*From "Religion in a Changing World" ( $2.00). Richard R. 
Smith, lne., Publisher, 12 East Forty First Street. New York, 

• 
N. Y. This book may be ecured from Lamar and Whitmore, 
810 Broadway, Nashvill , Tenn. 
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popular education, of countle philanthropic enter-
pri e and highly developed agencie for ocial er ic . • 
We would have to include all thi and much more in 
order to pre ent a complete and faithful picture o 
America. And o it i with the American home. To 
form a judgment of the average American home ba ed 
solely on the numerou in tance of impermanence and 
indefinitely which obtrude them elves upon our at­
tention or are chronicled in the public pre , i alto­
gether unwarranted. The million of American 
home are till ound. Love and fidelity and the pirit 
of self- acrifice have not yet entirely vani bed from the 
dwelling place of our people, and around million of 
fire ide the anctitie of life till ho er. There are 
till a t re er e of piritual and moral trength in 

the Am rican home and one need not anticipate it 
early liquidation. The affection which build a home 
are grounded in the very nature of man, and a long 
a m n and women live upon this earth, o long will 
they build home and f amilie , a d o long will the 
virtue of mutual olicitude, fai ulne and loyalty 
abide with them. 

On the other hand, it would be the heere t folly to 
a ume that all i well with the American home. All 
i not well with the American home. The American 
home i in ferment. It is pa ing through the prelimi­
nary tage of a new adju tment made nece ary by 
the new condition of life, and like all adju tment , it 
i attended by pain, uff ering and tragedy. 

The American home i being attacked by new ocial, 
economic and intellectual force , and it ha not yet 
perfected the strategy with which to meet the new con­
dition . 

Before the indu trial revolution, the home wa an 
economic uni . Hu band, wife and childr n re co­
nomically inter-dependent. To-day million of women 
earn th ir own Ii ing and million of youn peopl , 
too upport th m I e . Economic pr ur in man 
in tance i no longer ufficiently compelling to main­
tain the int rit of th family g1oup. Factor , other 
than material mu t now be counted upon, to a degree 
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e en greater than in the pa t, to pre r the olidarity 

of the home. 
The indu trial revolution brought about a growing 

democratization of ocial life. Th dogma of ob di enc 
to authority yielded to the dogma of th in li nable 

right of man. In political life thi l d to a revolt 
again t the exclu i e authority of king or ruling cla . 

In indu trial life it led to a revolt again t the arbitrary 

domination of the employ r of labor. In th home it 
led to a re olt again t the autocratic organization of 
family life; for up to quit r c ntly , if and childr n 

po es ed no right what ver in the horn , oth r than 
tho e which love and affection b to, d and wh r 
the e were ab ent, they po e d n right at all. 

To-day both legal and moral anction ha radically 
changed the ocial pattern of the horn . Pat rnal and 

parental authority ha gi en way to th a rated 

individuali m on the part of th indi idual m mb r 
of the hou ehold. Each on claim and x rci th 
right to Ji e hi or her o n lif . Th r ha accordin • -
ly en ued a di rupti e c ntrifu nc i h horn . In 
dome tic life, no le than in po itical Iif , m n have y t 
to educate them I e into the u im lication of fr -
dom. Freedom without the v u a umption of 
obligation without ha1 ing burd n nd making ac­
rifice , i no freedom at all, but the h re t anarch . 
The American home will ha e to pa through a v ry 
long and evere proce of re-ori ntation b for it can 

become the home of truly free men. 
Another factor which tend to und rmin the ta­

bility of the American home i wealth. A hundred 
years ago there were very f w rich p opl in th 

United State . We were then a nation of truggling, 
hard-working pioneer . To-day there ar xc dingly 

many rich f amilie in our mid t. And th w a Ith of 
tho e day wa not at all comparable to the opul nee of 
our day. 

Intrinsically, wealth is no greater evil than poverty. 

It i no le s difficult for the poor man to nter th King­
dom of Heaven than for the rich man. Involuntary 
poverty has never ennobled a man and national penury 

ha never produced a great civilization. Po rty n-
5 



slaves while wealth enervate . Neither is without its 
baleful possibilities. Hence the irrefutable wisdom • 
of that ancient prayer: "Give me neither poverty nor 
riches.'' 

Wealth undermine character, sap moral vitality 
and increase temptation a hundredfold. Tens of 
thousands of American women of the upper and middle 
classe are pampered and over-indulged. Wealth has 
brought them lei ure but not the knowledge how to 
use that leisure purpo efully. Children of the well-to­
do are denied the upbuilding discipline of struggle and 
the spiritual atisf actions of making their own way in 
the world. They are early surfeited with tho e com­
forts and luxuries which, at best, should come only a 
the reward of years of labor and achievement. Wealth 
has brought moral lovenline into the live of many 
men and distorted their piritual perspective . 

As a people we shall have to train ourselve to 
with tand the corrosive influences of wealth and long­
continued prosperity. "Jeshurun waxed fat and 
kicked." The American 'home has been rudely haken 
by this fractious wealth-gorged contumacy of our age. 
We hall need to learn the creati e usages of lei ure, 
the moral mandate of wealth and the salutary office 
of restraint and self-control. It is against the opiate 
of pro perity which deadens the moral ensitiveness of 
a people that we shall ha e to guard our elves in the 
future. We are the richest nation in the world to-day, 
and the richest nations were always the first to succumb 
to moral decadence. Some nations have had to sur­
mount the handicap of poverty. We hall have to ur­
mount the handicap of wealth. 

Another factor which has been making for the de­
moralization of the American home i the neopaganism 
which came in the wake of the last war. War i the 
enemy of all morality. E pecially i it the enemy of 
the home. War takes men away from their home and 
their normal environment where tradition moral 
habits and public opinion exert a restraining influence 
upon their conduct, and transports them to a world 
of stres , tension and emotional excitation, where ex­
ual laxity become almo t inevitable. Simultaneou -
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ly other moral di ciplin are relax d. During war th 
pirit of "eat, drink and be merry, for to-morrow we 

die," become the dominant motif of lif . When war 
end , the hedoni tic fatali m of war doe not nd with 
it. It i carried over beyond th armi tic into p ac 
time way of life and thought. What v r w witn 
to-day of the cheapening and the vulgarization of lif 
of moral hoddine and the bewildering capriol of 
"flaming youth" that hock and tartl u , i imply 
the muddy backwa h of the aturnalia of war. 

There i a great clamoring abroad in our land to­
day for the individual right to happin . Thi i a 
mi chievou doctrine, for it make the indi idual man 
rather than the collecti, e man the m a ur o all 
thing and the individual concept of p r onal hap­
pine the ole criterion of moral alue . an po e -
e no right other than the right to do right. o man 

ha a right to happin which i not at th am tim 
ocially de irable. Th happin of th indi idual i , 

to be sure an end in ocial thic t no th nl nd. 
There are other end to which 1n ividual happin • 
mu t frequently be ubordinate . ew thin ar a 
dear to a man a hi own life, an yet at th b h t of 
patriotic duty, in de en e of one country or at th b -
he t of some other high mandate men will acrific 
their live and all th ir chance of happin . n 
peak glibly to-day of man duty to expr him If, 

forgetting that man' fir t duty i to p rf ct him. If. 
Often men expre th ir lowe t elv and ar not n 
aware of their higher Ive . elf- xpr ion i th 
la t not the fir t, tage in moral e olution. 

People to-day are much more frank and int llig nt in 
their di cu ions of the ubject of ex. Thi biologic 
fact i no longer con id r d taboo. But th r a1 tho 
who confu e knowl d with anction and an und r-
tanding of the law of nature with th pri ilege to 

play fa t and loo e with the cod of moral conduct 
which society ha pain takingly built upon tho law . 

The American p ople will not long tol rat a neo­
pagani m alien to it e ential geniu . American 
civilization i Hebraic and hri tian not pagan. It 
character ha beeen mold d by c nturie of whole ome 
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moral living, and it will not ea ily succumb to the pa -
ing aberration of our day. For the moment it i • 
lyly amu ed by the trutting and capers of the new 

pagan , by the exotic quality and foreign flavor of 
their pronouncement . Soon it will lo e patience with 
them and a thorough hou e-cleaning will then en ue. 

The Elizabethan era , a an era ery much like our 
own. It wa brought about by the ame condition of 
war and victory. The age went on a moral rampage, 
but the anity of the Engli h people oon a erted it-
elf. The Puritan reaction followed, and, in pite of 

it rigori tic exces e , it proved a obering and cor­
rective influence in the life of the nation. 

The American people kno that all the demand 
which are being put forward for loo er tie within the 
home, for ea ier divorce, trial marriage companionate 
marriage or free lo e are not the progre ive claim 
of a morally advancing ocial order. They are the 
atavi tic hankering after lower form of human r -
lation hip wi h which the human race experimen d 
centurie ago and , hich were nally rejected becau e 
they were found wanting. Th id not call forth the 
tronge t and noble t qualitie i man. Th y were ac­

cordingly di carded. Far from endering the live of 
men and women freer and happier, a it i fatuou ly 
a urned by ome in our day, the e loo e form of a -
ociation were found to cheapen and embitter life to 

rob it of its dignity to reduce ex to its lowe t com­
mon phy ical denominator and to endanger the pirit­
ual education of the off pring. "The monogamou 
family," declared Profe or Jenning on the ba i of 
hi biologic re earche , "with its lifelong union of 
mate appear a the final term of a long evolutionary 
erie ." Here again cience i confirming the intuiti e 

po tulate of religion which long ago rai Pd marriage 
to a acrament and declared monogam to be the ideal 
union upon which to build the noble t family life. 

Some ocial reformer awa e of the undermining of 
family morality which i going on apace in our land 
have propo ed a radical revi ion of the in titution of 
marriage. The logic of their po ition eem to be that • 
you can ublimate immorality by l galizing it. By 
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implication one i led to inf er al o that all moral \ ii 
are in titutional in their origin and can ther fore b 
corrected by ome dra tic in titutional reor anization. 
Thi i a naive and faulty doctrin . 

When men have not the courage to blame th m h 
for their failings they blame their in titution . It i 
ea ier by far and much plea anter to addle an im­
per onal in titution with the delinquenci of an ag 
than to point the indicting finger at on elf. Our ag 
i too busy money-grubbing to attend prop rly to th 
duties of citizen hip, and o we put all the onu of our 
political corruption upon our democratic in titution . 
It is democracy, not we, that has failed. We are too 
engros ed in the pursuit of material comfort and 
plea ures to be interested in the cultivation of our 
spiritual life, and o we blame our religiou in titution . 
The Church is at fault. Men and women lack the 
sti~ength of character to welcome the re traint of pure 
family life and. prefer the laxities of indulgence and 
self-pampering. The fault is not with them but with 
the institution of marriage .. 

We are likewise frequently d cei ed by ob ol cent 
ideas tricked out in the youthful Uv,ery of p eudo-
cienti:fic modernity. The primitivi t ietz che cap­

tivated a generation by investing an archaic jungle 
ethics with the garniture of brilliant metaphy ical 
paradoxes. The form wa new. The ubstance wa 
of the fos ilized depo it of civilization long ince out­
worn. 

Thus many anarchic human era- ing to-day are de­
manding rein tatement and ocial re pectability on the 
trength of new and pretentiou p ycho-analytical reve­

lations. Like every new and unrectified cience, p y­
choanaly is ha given ri e to a ho t of prepo terous 
moral vagarie .. A weird and appaUing ma of fic­
tions is now parading a indi putable truth of mental 
h giene. The p ychology of the abnormal i a urned 
to be norm for the normal. The p ychic e ii of mor­
bid inhibition are argument employed again t elf­
restraint in exual life and in b half of moral tempera­
rnentali m. en u e a n w t rrnino1ogy and believe 
them elve to be ma er of a new truth. There i 
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nothing new in the e undi ciplined appetites of men 
under whatever pretext they proclaim them elve . • 
They offer no new recipe for human happines . They 
lead inevitably to spiritual degeneration and ocial 
di aster. 

Religion has long known thi . It therefore refu e 
to be impre sed by the heathen raging of our day. 
It wisdom is the cumulative wi dom of the age . It 
moral the i have been te ted by time and are 
grounded in the millennial experiences of the race. It 
is not an amateur in matters of human relation . It 
ha lived intimately with man through va t cycle of 
time, and it has learned to understand him critically, 
to judge him sympathetically and to guide him stead­
fastly along the narrow way of self-di cipline. In a 
world of shifting tandards, of moral drift and con­
fusion, religion proclaim to-day, as of yore, it few 
simple, strong, unalterable convictions touching the 
basic sanctities of human life. 

Marriage, it maintain , is holy ground. One hould 
approach it reverently. It i a piritual experience·, 
the most critical and deci ive i uman life. Judaism 
call marriage "kiddushin''- a ification. It ancti­
fies the privilege of sharing in creative life. Through 
its portal men and women enter the realm of their 
immortality. The sex-life of men and women is an ex­
pre sion of the divine creathe impulse throbbing 
through all the univer e. It i neither evil nor de­
grading. It i noble and beautiful. Only other-worldly, 
apocalyptic religion preached ascetici m, conceived 
of man's physical life a inherently wicked and de­
manded the mortification of the flesh a the price of 
piritual sal ation. Social religions anctified the ex-

life of man, and called marriage a sacrament. Mar-
riage is not an arrangement of convenience, physical or 
financial, to be entered into at will and di olved at 
whim. The ordinary standard of convenience which 
apply to the commonplace relation hips of men cannot 
be applied to this basic human relationship. It is a 
holy covenant between two soul pledged to revere one 
another, to face life's ta k together, sorrow, struggle • 
and di illu ionment, to be each other's complement, to 
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• build a home and to hield and lo e the off pring of 
their union. The integrity of the family rather than 
the chance happine of the individual i the primary 
concern. Men and women mu t learn to look upon the 
conflicts incidental to the adju tment of per onalitie , 
within the marriage bond a the ery tepping- tone 
upon which they are to ri e to the higher level of elf­
completion. The more the institution of marriage i 
secularized, the le of a potent, my tic .piritual ex­
perience it will prove. Divorce will continue to in­
crea e apace and broken home ; for a broken home i , 
first and f oremo t, evidence of a broken faith, of a lo t 
reverence. 

The role of the father in the home i more than that 
of material provider. He is the prie t officiating at 
the high altars of God. He i teacher, coun lor, 
guide. He must be the worthy object of youth' adora­
tion and emulation. 

The role of the mother in the home i more than 
that of admini trator. The Bible peak of "the Torah 
of thy mother"-the, spiritual in truction of mother . 
The lips of the mother hould ·mpart the profound­
est truths of life and human conduct, reverence, purity 
and nobility, to the developing mind of childhood. 

The role of the child in the home is not that of a 
pampered object of univer al solicitude. The child 
must be trained into the obligation of cooperative liv­
ing. He must be made aware that he is a member of 
a group and that group life implie dutie and re­
straints. Socia) life I pos ible only if there exi t a 
balance between liberty and di cipline. There are 
rule of the gam which he did not make and which he 
cannot break with impunity. The "lunatic fringe" of 
modern pedagogy and child-care ha been re pon ible 
for most strange and fantastic method of child-rear-
1ng in many American horn.es. The child is permitted 
to exploit and terrorize the home for fear of having 
its individuality repre sed, wherea thi very non-co­
operative individuality inherent in all children hould 
be corrected very early in childhood before ociety get 
a chance to uppre it ruthle ly and painfully. There 
i an individuali m which de troy the individual. 
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The home it elf religion maintain , i a piritual 
entity. It i built out of the imponderable thing of • 
the pirit. Loyaltie , memorie , imagination, acri-
fice , joy, laughter and tear build a home. Rever­
ence, mode t , tat!t and delicacy u tain it. The home 
i a anctuary, and aero it portal should forever re­
main in cribed in letter of living flame: "Verily this 
i the Hou e of God and thi i the Gate of Heaven." 

The e religiou conception of marriage, home and 
family life are exalted but not unreal and impo ible. 
They are not "too bright or good for human nature's 
daily food." They are the ideal lifted high, toward 
which men hould a pire. They cannot alway be 
reached, but religion neverthele et the goal and 
pre cribe the direction. Religion can under tand and 
forgive per onal lap e and failure , but it cannot draw 
in the goal or lower the moral requirement for ad­
mi ion to th kingdom of moral perfection. 

Printed June, 1931 2 . 
This pamphlet distributed free by the C ro·n • on Parent Education and 

Home Cooperation, Department of the Local Cb h, General Board of Chria• • 
tian Education, Methodist Episcopal Church, South. A itional copies may be 
had for the coat of posta1re, which la 2 cents, ain&le copy, 10 cents, per dozen. 
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IR L 

BB\ HILL L IL\JER 

If prin ipally < a di u ion of pare. gr c. ph S f 

the D claration in ipl ad pt cl b Pi t burgh Rabbini al 

on • 1 ·hi h r ad a foll " \\' r ·o 1 niz in th 

mod f univ r al ultur of h art an I int th appr a h-

ing lizati n of 1 ra :\I . :iani for th :tab-

li • m f truth ju ·ti and p ·1cc among all m n. 

\ n long r ' nati m, ut r ligi u ommunity 

and th r for x t n ith r , r turn t Pal tin nor a a rifi ial 

• und r th f \ar m nor th r ·t rali n of an of th 

la nc min J , i ·h ta .' 

Thi d claration • rt ·n that it \ a~ th fir. t of it kind 

mad by an a r ligiou: 1 ac or l ri . 

imilarly n ti • ny\ h r in th hi r f 

I rael up t that tim Jar cl • ly: '\\' • m. id r our-

n 1 n r a nati n but a m1muni Indi idual 

Reform Rabbi lik G i r and im and ma1 th r did f 

cour pri r 1 S proclaim thi • • and a ain. But it i 

i nificant that ev n th Fr nkf of 1 4 v hi h v a 

dominated b th xtr m l ft win., f th G rman f rm m 

ment nt nt d it 1f ith a r . luti n that: Th id a 

houl i promin nt m nti n in th pray r ut all 

for ur r turn t th land of our fath r and f r 

f a J \I i h tat h uld b liminat d fr m th pr 

It i that it i d • 1 r n rea n 

r an th r f r th t r main \ h r th ar and not 
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t tri e aft r national r toration in Pal tin • Galut nationali t 
of the Dubnow chool the proletarian Yiddi hi t of Soviet Ru ia 
and many other b ide anti-Zi ni t Reform Rabbi would ub cribe 
to uch a d ctrine. It i quit another thin to announce that: '\Ve 
con ider our elve no Ion er a nation but a reli iou c mmunity. ' 

Rabbi \V ch ler. for xample clearly gra p d thi differ nee which 
eem to have e caped the notice of o many of hi· Reform colleague 

of that day. He to w1 ppo d to the R t ration idea but he 
n~verthel maintained that we wer a p opl united not merely 
by relia: u ti but al o by ra ial and national ti and b hi torical 
e ·p 0 rienC'" commonly har d. ( ce . Demf ld,- 7Y71!J7i1 nn~,n 
n 'nii1 pl~ racow 1900 p. 49 note.) 

It i quite p ible that if a et of principle had been adopted b 
the Frankfort Conference, or by it predece sor the Brunswick Con­
ference of 1844, a de laration imilar to the one of the Pitt burgh 
Conference w uld hav b en ad pted. But their very reluctance to 
adopt uch a declarati n of principl i it elf i nificant. 

Th Philadelphia onf renc of 1869 wa the fir t to formulate a 
platform of Reform Judai m. Thi d laration likewi e doe not 
c ntain th creed of national abjuration found in the Pitt burgh 
platform. The theologic co mopoHtani m of th framer f the 
Philadelphia con tituti n f Reform J 11dai m found ufficient peace 
of mind in th a wal that: ' The 1c iani aim of I rael i not 
the re t ration of the old Jewi h state und r a de cendant of Da id 
involving a cond eparati n from the nation of the earth .... 
\\ e look upon the de truction of the econd Jewi h c mmonwealth 
not a a puni hment for th inf ulne of I rael, but as a re ult of 
the divine purpo e revealed to Abraham which a ha become ever 
clearer in the cour e of th v orld s hi tory, con i t in the di per ion 
of the Jew to all part of the earth for the realization of their hi h 
prie tly mi ion to lead the nation to the true knowled e and wor-
hip of G d. 

The early Reform Rabbi of Am rica were certainly more eager 
to formulate Principle and Declaration than were their confreres in 
Germany. They did not brink from do ma tic pronouncement , nor 
did the old adage of Era mus mni definitio periculo a e t- di cour­
age them. The fact that they had to reckon with far fewer re traint 
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in the T w \Yorld, traditi nal r in titutional and with an in h at 
Jewi h community and a minimum of lo al J wi ' h hi tory und ubt­
edly ave wino to their pa iou and ar -fr th ologic d p iti n . 
\\·hat impr n , how \" r i th fa t that it was in th Unit d 

tate of all countri , wh re u h a d laration on th _ ubj ct of 
J wi h nationali m a on find in th Pitt burgh 1 latf >rm wa mad . 
One annot account for i xc pt on the ba i of it b ing an im1 rta­
tion an ex tic 1 Iant brou ,.ht to th ~ hor ~ by immigrant Rabbi 
from G rmany and tran plant d her \ ithout any particular r fer nc 
to oil r climate. For th r wa nothinc, in th :\m ri an J , i h 
cene in th ei0 htie that mad u h a d laration uru nt or ignifi­

cant. There wa no politi al pr ur from ~ ith ut no n d t 
placate oraanized anti- emitic for ., no ne e ity t pur ha polit-
ical equality through an public r nunciation of ar1i r wa f lif 
and thou ht. • or , a ther vi ibl any trong nationali t mov m nt 
arnon th \m ri an J w of tho clays. On can r adily und r-
tand the p litical motiv b hind u h formal urr nd r f J , i h 

nati nali m mad by ome Jew who liv d in G rmany during th 
p riod f truggle for emand p,at ion and q uality in th nin t enth 
c ntury, and by om _ group of J ·v in Ru ia in th ag r, hop ful 
y ar of the early reign of Al xand r IJ. But why in .Am ri a? 

The Reform rn v m nt in G rmany did n t ori0 inal in any err t 
outpourino- f pirit, or in any outbur t o[ r Hgiou f rv r or rf•­

vivali m. Rene , , bile producing a vigorou pol mic and H isscn­
sclzaf t literature, it produced no gr at th Iocri or my tic lit ratur . 
It a part of a c mpr hen iv puq o e to adju t J wi h li f prag­
matically to it new n ironment. It wa a con ciou x1 di nt, n t 
to r in tat pr ph tic univ r ali m in J wi h r ligi u thoucrht- that 
was rationalization- but to gain for th J \ full rio-ht f citiz n hip 
by producing the proper ff ct up n the civil auth riti . It , a 
a urned, albeit rrone u ly, that J \ i h 1 arati m, manife t d in 
pe ch dres folkway ritual and ceremoni and in th l\I iani 
xp elation of a return to 1~a1 tin wa r p n ibl for th n n-

J w u picion and ho tility and for th ir r luctanc to c n ed to 
J w full political quality. The a u ation of the cruder and I 

phi ticat d anti- emite of that da I nt er den to that a ump­
tion. Th oluti n, according! lay in a thorough-going radi ati n 

3 



f all id nee oi para ti m. For m J v thi m ant t tal 
imilation topp d 
f all nati nali tic 

a imi • apo ta y n t ·dud d. For oth 
hort ·gi urr nd r but r li i n pu 
1 m nt. 

Th b an in th Aujkla mb 1 i 
:\I n ~I nd , a o n ith r a r f rm r nor an 
anti-nationali t. H , a a humani t , h u ht t find a place f r 

b r ant J w in th p litical and int llectual mili u 
f \\' t rn Eur p an i ilizati n. But und r th influenc of the 

rationali m and co m p litani m f hi da and in hi ea rne to 
l r uad th German p pl f th J e, • qualificati n for citizen hip, 
h n utraliz d Judai m the 1 icall b d nyin it uniqu and 
hall n ing chara t r a a t m of b Ji f and r tricted it to the 
tatu f a r vealed law r di in le i lati n which wa in no , ay 

in c nflict v ith th Ia, f the land. He furtherm r pa ed o er 
in ii nc th u h perhap n t intenti nail th national chara t r 

J , i h p opl . ... ~ ationali m be it rememb red wa in 
lend 1 hn' day n t a full d v l p d oncept and th idea f 
parat nati naliti within a tat wa. not quit a r pu nant and 

1 b am later. \' rth ] . M nd I ohn th i 
1 g i a pri at matter and that J udai m i no • m re 

than a r al d cod of la lar ely nial and hi ic nee 
t uching th national d tin f I ra l iz d up n by c ntemp -
rari a ju tification for a imilati n. It \ but n dl 
of it lo 0 ica1 non-sequitur, fr m the po iti n tak n le hn 
t that f hi fri nd and admir r Da id Fri dlander, who in the 
Epistl of v ral I ish Fath rs to oimcillor T ll r ffer d t ac­
e pt hri tianity if c rtain d ctrine uch a the Trinity w re elim­
inated. D r thea iiend l hn after h r c n er ion to hri tianity 
f It ju ·tifi d in ayin that h r father, if h had been alive w uld 
n t ha b n add ned by h r act. Thi fir t en ration f nliglit-
n d B rlin Frankfort and Vi nn e J w w re c n inc d that their 

p liti al and ocial al ati n la in d ri ntalizin and G rmanizin 
th m I in making them 1 lik th r p pie in order t be 
ac pt d a qual by ther p pl . Of our th y were naive. In 
th land f th poll-ta. , h re J w-hatr d had ah a been the m t 

ul 0 ar i 1 nt and u tain d in all Eur p th y permitt d th m-
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selve t indulge in wi hful thinking. Th y migh hav b n au­

tioned by the I adm niti m of om of th ir 'hri tian cont mp -

rari who ad i d th m a T II r d ft] a i i d Fri dland r, n t 

t c nf und J wi h ff rt at religious modernization with th h I 

of political equality. chl i rma h r, th non-J \ gra I d th J \! -

i h problem far m r r ali ti ally and fundam ntal}. then did th 

German Jew of hi day. He , arned th m that th important cliff r­

ence between them and th n n-J \! i h world wa n t r Ii i u but 

national. It took th German J w a c ntur and a half to r ncil 

them el e finally t thi unyi lding fa t. 

The national character of the J e, i h problem b cam vid n 

within a few year after th Fr nch R voluti n. In th uperb xulta­

tion of the Revolution the right of itiz n hip w r grant d t th 

Jews of France. But wh n th r voluti nary ardor had abat d. 

rumb)in and muttering were oon h ard again t th m. n anti­

emitic literature made it a p aran . A particularly viol nt out­

burst of Jev -hatred mad it lf manif t in th G rman- p aking 

French pro ince of Al a . The attitud of Tapol on wa • an thing 

but fri nd) t th J , . H \: a n id ring the r v ali n r 

curtailment of th ir civil right . Th r al motiv which prompt d 

the con ocati n of th A mbly f J ;vi h n t· bl in Pari in 1806 

-the forerunn r of the anhedrin- , a to r - amin th J \ 

of France to di cov r wh th r th y , • r on hundred perc nt patri­

otic and de erving of th itiz n hip which th R • olution had b -

towed upon them. The que ti nnair ubmitt d t th A embly 

was to ferret out ome p ibl excu e for th abr gation f th ir 

ri ht . Thu the ixth question r ad: D th Jew wh ar nati 

of France and ar treat d a Fr nch citiz n by th lav J k upon 

France a their Fatherland? The f urth qu tion r ad: D th 

Jew con ider the French their br thr n or d th y l k upon them 

as aliens?' 
The A embl , of cour affirm d that th J w of Fran re-

garded France a their Fath rland and all Fr nchm n a th ir 

brother . They loudly pr claimed their I yalt to France and th ir 

readine s to defend her at all c t . Th did n t feel call d upon 

however, as did the Rabbi of the Pitt burgh onf r nc , h w r 

neither solicited for an opinion nor w re hard-pre ed politically to 
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d lar that th J w w r n t a nation, nl a r li 0 ic u ommunity. 
or did th y d ny th h p f national r t rati n a did th all-t -

zealou G rman r form r a f \~ d ad lat r. 
But it v a 1 ar fr m th v ry fa t that u h an a. mbly had b n 

con ked and u h qu • d that nationalism , uld from 
th n on b th c ntral f • xp • not nly in Fran , 
but eryv h n 1 ft th ir gh and r a h d 
ut f r ci ii and p liti al ri h in G rmany al in ranc 

th re v r m t th • ing nati • t ntim nt in 
th ir environm n v ith a dina modulati n f th ir , n, 
although th r did n t tran. pir any u h the r uah-g ing r Ii • 
r form m t amc ng t h a am ng th G rman 
France v a h • ligi th d x. T no p pular 
Pr t tant m v m nt for th J w of Fran t m d 1 th m Iv 
after. 

)1 t mark d, h v r, v r th anti-nati mali t nd nci amon° 
G rman J w I au G rman anti- miti m wa virul nt 
and un mpr mi ing, and G rman nationalLm. foll , ing th "'ar 

f Lib rati n far mor inten and jaundi ed. Th pp ition t 
th p liti al mancipa i n of th J v • in G rmany wa bitt r and 
r I ntle throu bout th nin t nth ntur , c ntinuin° int th 
h enti th and achievin a ompl t vict r. und r the azi r gime 
in ur day. Ri ing lik a mia ma fr m th p i on d il f th Dark 
Ao J w-hatr d ha · v ept unint rrupted]y lik a p til ntial plague 
through G rman lif and literatur , inf ting ma. . and cla alike 
p i ning th heart and mind of lib ral a w 11 a r a ti narie f 
p et phil ph r tat m n, hi t rian mu i ian and hur hmen. 
The venomou anti-J wi h ... azi propa anda 1it ratur f the la t 
fifteen ear dr v it in pirati n, pr gram and 1 o-an fr m th 
pr Iific ch I of J v -baitin° pr ach r , pundit and pamphl teer 
of th Bi marckian ra and th ~ . in turn d riv d th ir 1 ading idea 
from their pr cur r in th p t-... ~ap I ni ra v h m nt r and 
m del wa th liberal anti-cl ri al philo ph r Fi ht , h attitud 

ummed up in hi tat m nt: The nl I b \ hich 
ci il right can be c nc d d t th m (J , ff all th ir 
head in one ni 0 ht and t n \ on n th ir ld r , whi h hall 
contain n t a in le J wi h id a. Th nl m an f pr t ctin 
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ur I a ain t th m L to c nqu r th ir promi: d land and : n l 

th m th r . ' Th Tazi ry, Juda 1· rr rkc, i · th auth nti 

f the H P H p, ry hout d b_· fr nzi d mob in th . tn L of 

Frankf rt and Hambur., a ntury an I mor l f >r . 'I h r i • an 

unbr k n lin f id 1 gi all_ formulat d, m ta1 hy. i all 

and arti tically mb 1li h d Jud < I hobia in G rman_ , 

unmatch d anywh r I in th w >rl L It ~ a · in . u h a rnili u 

that th J w f G rmany liv d and . tru rgl cl for th ir i\'i] and 

politi al right . If, th r for , J wi. h Jay and r ligiou l ad r f 

the r form gr up, and al > of . c m of th (, rm( niz I orth 1( .• and 

c n r ati group att mpt d t thrm O\' rboard all th ra ial 

and nati nal bagga" >f I ra l in th fc ncl ho1 of aiming thi..: . a 

of hat if th b li ,, d that th ould xorci. anti -.. miti:m hy 

pr f i n f I atri ti m, and in an ag of ar Cl ndo nationali. m, 

c uld Iv th J wi h pr l l m b • a orr I onding diminuendo in 

J ,. isli nati nali m on an und r. land th ir pli 1ht and fl r iv th ir 

blindn n find · it diffi ult to a ount for th a ti< n f 

Am ri an pt on th ground. :ug l ahov . 

Th • • int ·lli, nt ·ia lf th . i:ti • and . \" nti : 

r rted m tmavailin, ta ti : in a land in whi h th r 

v a far l • an i- miti m than in Gt rmany and in \ hi h 

th du at f i ty \ er d fmit l_ • l ro-J , i:h. rl h anti-

n ti nal in antati n v 1hi ·h Holdheim ban d in 1 rmany to a1 l a. 

th int l rant pirit of G rman nati< nali:m, Pin. k r, for x·1m11 , 

chant d in Ru ia f r man_ y ar · b for lra<1 i , di:illu . ionin<1 \ ' nt: 

f re d him up n th long h rd road whi h l ad · from a., imihti( n 

to aut - man ipation. ~Ian oth r am mg th I :t mind of 

Ru ian J wr b Ii v d that in thor ugh Ru · ift ation and a. imila-

ti n la th h p f ultimat alvation. Th y adv< at l th u 

f th Ru ian lan ua and th abandonm nt b th of Yiddi h and 

Hehr , . At m t th d a minimal r Ii • di tin • . 

Th id a f a na r nai an , or • h tru ti n of 

a J wi h h m land in Pal • v a t th m b th fanta ti and 

unwelc m . It w r • r an • rtain in an 

f nli ht nment , h n a fa ring d th ir ail and th 

f It them carri d al n t th d 1 tabl harb r f lib rt 

and qualit . It , a t r a ti nar an id and ill i al. But 
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history ha a logic of her own. A harp reaction et in under the 
ame Liberator Czar Alexander II, and in 1871, the Jew of Ru ia 
ampled the gall and bitterne of a pogrom. The pogrom of 18 71 

and the more extensive and brutal pogrom of 1881 broke the back 
of assimilation in Rus ia. The solution clearly did not lie in the 
formula, "Ru ians of the l\fo aic Persua ion." In 1882 the Clzovevei 
Zion appear on the scene. In the same year the converted Pinsker 
publishes his Auto-Emancipation. Russian Jewry sets about solving 
its problems through self-help, through mass emigration to other 
]ands, through the upbuilding of a Jewish homeland in Palestine, 
through national concentration and cultural revival, and through 
revolutionary econornico-political agitation and action in an effort 
to break the power of the ho tile reactionary regime. 

German Jewry might have learned the ame le son in the seventies 
when the great reaction set in and anti- emiti m flared up again. 
Treitschke, Bernhardi, tacker, Diirer, Marr, Mole,-all the fore­
runners of the present-day Nazi -told them exactly how the Ger­
man people felt about the Jew and why and what the German people 
would do to them when the hour of decision arrived. But the 
German Jews continued in their ineluctable optative mood, confident 
as was Rabbi Auerbach at the Rabbinical Conference of Frankfort, 
that: ' In our day the ideals of justice and the brotherhood of men 
have been so strengthened through the Jaws and in titutions of mod­
ern states, that they can net1er again be sJzattered. \\ e are witnessing 
an e er nearer approach of the establi hment of the Kingdom of 
God on earth through the striving of mankind ( quoted from Philip­
son's The Reform llJovement in .Judaism, p. 178). This was uttered 
in Frankfort in 1845. Frankfort of 1935 i of course a ad and 
discouraging refutation of all this apocalyptic romancing in which 
German Jewry immersed itself in those days. The catastrophe of 
1933 broke the back of assimilation in Germany. The whole 
improvised philosophy of Jewi h history which is expressed in the 
doctrine that we are not a nation but a reli iou community has 
proved bankrupt and has been liquidated in the very home of its 
origin. 

·while the leaders of German Jewry, with the exception of course 
of the small but distinguished group of nationally-minded thinkers 
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of th ty1 f l\I • H • B d nh im r Franz Pl nh im r, \Volff-
hn Rup1 in Hantk Ott> \Yarbur 0 an I . Iartin Bub r talk d t 

unh din G ntil ar about th urn ff nding tatu f th J , • 
a nl an th r r li 0 iou t who in all other r cqrd • , r Eclzt-und­

Xur-D utsclz n, th G rman • w r r --ading and aln>rbing th na-
tionali ti th and th Aryan ra m thologi < f ' hamb rlain 
Fri dri h D litz ch Giinth r an I Ro nb rg and th r l ntl -

f hi tor mad rar ' and nation th ord r of th day in 
G rman . In th ir nam and at tl1- ir l h ·t th of G rman 
ha b n di fran hi d tri1 I d f all th ir ha n gain · f 
centur and a half anc d a f w • >mmuniti • hav 
e er be n rad d in th d • ar •. And n , th 
Jew of G rmany, xc pl tho of th mall and l ath l 1 i all 
chauvini ti .. -r aumannit group ar m ting th ri ·i of th ir inn r 
and outer Ii in th am , a a th ir Ru ian hr thr n a half 
c ntury b f r - a tr na nati nal r vi al th r di ov ry f th 
cultural heritag f th ir , n p pl 1 al tin migrati n and 
pre umabl al o u h und r r und politi al a ti n a th ir t ut 
pirit dar to r ort l . 

It , ould ha b n far b tl r for the J w < f G rman if th y 
had k pt ali a trona nati nal If- • . Th y , uld 
then ha faced th • atta k a a la h bet n national gr up 
within a p litical at m thing quit comm n in ntral and 
Ea t rn Europ , and th ir d f at uld hav b n r ~ard d by th m 
a a political d f at and not a th Jo of th ir ntir p trim ny 
a bani hm nt fr m th ir on and only ultural and ·piritual h m 

Oil' :JN 1n~rv ~!JO t 
H , c nfidently Lud, i0 G ig r of B rlin pro ]aim d thirty 

a(To: An de ire t form t th r \! ith hi r Ii 1ioni t , a p ple 
out id of G rmany i , n t t p ak of it impra ti ability dm nri ht 
thankle n t , ard th nati n in v h mid t h liv - a chim ra • 
for th G man J w i a G rman in hi national p<'Culiariti s (si • ) 
and Zion i f r him th land nl f th pa t not of th f utur . 
(Qu t d in J.E. \ ol. XII p. 67 .) Thirty ar lat r G rman 
wh e national peculiariti s \i r all G rman ( in th y • of J w 

f ur e but n t of G rman ) wer fl ing fr >m G rmany and find-
in refu by the th u and in th I nd , hich wa n r really the 
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land of their pa t but which mu t v ry definitely n w b come th 
land of their future. The Iunich community which f reed the 
transfer of the fir t Zioni t ongre scheduled to be held ther , 
to Ba el, i now rateful that ome of it n and daught r are 
finding a hav n and a new hope in th land which those ungrateful 
and unpatriotic Zioni t had built. 

They were all t do matic, the Geiger and 1\laybaum and 
Vo el t in ! It i well to pin philo ophie of Jewi h hi tory. It 
i dangerou to ignor th realitie of Je\: i h experience. The time­
line and con enience of a given theory of Jewi h life are not the 
only te t of it alidity. uch a th ory mu t be viewed again t 
the back round of the accumulated hi torical experience of our 
pe pl , te ted a it w re in the crucibl of the a(Yes. Certainly the 
hope that uch a the ry mi ht be approved by our enemie give it 
no anction what oev r· for our enemie can rationalize their hate 
quite a readily a we can rationalize our hope and they have 
n er been known to relent becau e f any weet and appetizing 
definition of Jewish life which we offered them. 

Ever ince the fir t di p r ion f our people in the ixth century 
b fore the ommon Era and the ub quent voluntary and in­
• luntary mi: ration which by the beginnino- of the ommon Era 
aw the Jewi h dia pora e tend from the Gates of India to the 

Pillar of Hercules and from the Cauca u to Ethiopia, and their 
furth 0 r diffu ion thr ucrhout Europe in the h enty centuries which 
followed, up to the pre nt world-wid dia pora, Jews have faced 
the two-fold ta k of adju ting them elve to their given political and 
cultural environment and at the ame time of remaining loyal to 
them el e a Jews. Becau e of thi two-fold re ponsibility there 
was always an element of tres ten ion, and conflict in Jewish life 
in the dia pora. There alway will be. Human hi tory is replete 
with the cla h and conflict of nati n races, peoples, religions and 
clas e . The Jewi h nation had its full quota of these conflicts 
when it was a political nation in Pale tine. It certainly could not 
e cape them as a non-political and cattered nation in the diaspora. 
Those who could not tand the strain of Jewi h existence dis­
appeared. :Myriad of uch Jew were lost to u . :Many others 
were f rcibly a imilated. Tho e who cannot endur the pre ures 
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f J , i h lif today th ir i1rt' 7'i1 :lO , ill al o di a1 I "''tr -
if th can. Th n w r ra ial anti-. .'emiti m of th ~ azi l 'I "' i 
making u h I rt ion xtr m ly diffi ult. It i im1 _. ibl t pr -
p und an formula for J \ i • h urvival in th dia. 1 ora- i f w r all 
mean survi" al- fr from a m a ·ur of tr : and ·ontli t. 

In our long hi · tory w n v r had a uni form I Ian or formula for 
urvival. u h a formula i[ it i • to I _· om thing mor than a a-

d mic mu t tak into a · unt n >t nl • th hifting int r t and 
ne d f th J w th m Iv but al ·o th vari d and han ing 
political and c n mi mili u in whi ·h J , i ·h grou1 • fmd th m-
elv . f rmula whi h w rnld b valid for J \ i h < mmuniti 

livino- in an empir lik that >f an i nt I r ·ia, or R m 
, hich mbrac d num rou nationaliti • and allm d th m full na-
tional aut n m hort of l oliti ·al ind l nclen d n t m t 
the ituati n f a J wi h rnmunit ly-knit uni-
ultural national tate like mod rn Fran · , G rmany, or I ta .y: ancl 

a formula alid for th countrie \J ou1d n t uat f r a 
multi-national tat !ike Po,and zecho I vak· ia. A J w-
i h c mmunit living in th mid t r p pl tural niv au 
wa far inf ri r to it own w uld fa alt diff rent probl m 
of adju tm nt than n H ina in th mi r ultur . 

But there wa al\ a th ill to urviv . • n of 
our peopl t be ur nor at all tim , but rtainl in • ntly 
lar(Je ction of ur peopl at all tim nabl d I ra I to 
urvive to thi day. And at all tim th amazing will t ur iv 

of thi t u(Jh and hardy p I 1 wh m th Rabbi cl io-n• t d 
r,10,~:irv C' r;J, thi obstiuatio Juda'orum thi ba ·i loyalty t th ir 
corporate xi t nc and t th u tantial 1 m nt f th ir total 
heritag proj t d th n ar trateo- th ad quat t hniqu 
f r urvival. Thi trat gy wa di tat d n t by any ab tra t p ula-
tion or b ap log ti but b th lif -huno- r f th ra th ind -
f 1 ibl \ ill to liv th )mp llin<T n of d ·tiny. Th ur f 
in pirati n , a ah ay , ithin ri inc, f n m th prof und hidd n 
depth of the racial th in tinctiv th prim rdia1. 

o reat wa thi de ir not t di a a p pl that wh n it found 
it life be i g d and thr at n d it thr w additional bulwark ar und 
it ecurity and rai ed tr n r wall of d f n . It did not h itate 
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to impo e upon it elf in the centurie following th econd De truc­
tion, a code of discipline, a regimen of 11Prl'Y o nn~o which wa 
far more rigorou than any military disciplin , and which effectively 
safeguarded the indi iduality of the people and secured it against 
disintegration. The people, as a whole, never relaxed its vigilance. 
It never whittled down it requirements or its survival program to 
appease enemies or detractors. It never countenanced a minimal 
program to satisfy other . It alway insisted upon a maximum pro­
gram to protect its own life. 

\Vhen the first great cri i developed in Jewi h life following the 
national catastrophe in 586, the great leader of the people imme­
diately ru hed to the defen e of I rael, threatened with extinction. 
The prophets, who had heretofore castigated their people for their 
idolatry and their moral waywardne s and called down upon them 
doom and destruction, now abruptly change their invective style 
and in word of comfort, encoura ement and hope seek to heal the 
wounds and revive the broken spirit . The stern, unyielding Jeremiah, 
who before the national calamity wrote "with a pen of iron, and 
with the point of a diamond'' and whos mouth was a sharp sword, 
now speak like a compassionate father to hi brui ed and suffering 
children lovingly,, tenderly. cThe people that are left of the sword 
have found grace in the wilderness, even Israel, when I go to cause 
him to re t. ... Yea, I have loved thee with an everlastin° love, 
therefore with affection have I drawn thee. Again will I build 
thee, and thou shalt be built, 0 irgin of I rael. Again shalt thou 
be adorned with thy tabrets, and shall o forth in the dances of 
them that make merry. . . . And they shall come and sing in the 
height of Zion and shall flow unto the goodne s of the Lord . . . 
and their soul shall be as a watered garden, and they shall not 
pine any more at all. 

Ezekiel, who in the tense, tragic interlude between 597 and S86, 
between the first and the second deportations, still called down 
imp:ecation upon the sinful in Zion and uttered terrible and frantic 
denunciations against them in the desperate hope of averting the 
calamity which he saw approaching, now, that the blow had fallen 
and the people lay crushed, dazed and hope-bereft, finds a new voice 
and a new message. For now one must' breathe upon the slain that 
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they might liv . The p opl mu t not di ! "B hold I will op n 
your grave and au y u to com up out .f y ur gra , 0 .. I 
people. . .. Faith and onfid nc mu t b r kindl d. ' B h ld 
h r am I and I will ar h for .. Iy h p and k th m out. A a 
hepherd k th ut hi tlc k in the day that h L am ng hi. 
beep that are parat d o will I k out of all pla , hith r th y 

have b n catter d in the day f c1oud and thi k darkn . . And 
I will bring them ut from the people and gath r them fr m th 
countrie and will brin them int th ir m n land; and I will f d 
them upon the mountain f I ra I b th tr m and in all th 
habitable plac of the country. I will fe d th m in a od pa ture, 
and upon th hi h mountain of I rael hall th ir f ld b : . . . I 
will seek that , hich , a l t, and wi11 bring back that which wa 
driven away and will bind up that which wa brok n and will 
trengthen that which wa ick." 

Powerful and exhilarating n w motif ring through th po t-exilic 
prophecie of Jeremiah Ez ki I, Obadiah J I Haggai, Z chariah, 
:Malachi and f c ur , D utcr -I aiah. Th re i the r • rb rating 
motif: 1Ni'11 ~N- Fear not.' 'F ar th u not, 0 Ja b ~ly 
ervant aith th Lord n ith r b di ma ed, 0 I ra 1; For I will 

save thee from afar and thy ed [rom th land of th ir capti ity.' 
(Jer. 30.10.) Th r is th m tif: 'l1:::Jtv1 ''I will re t r . ' And 
I will turn your captivity and <1ath r you from all the nation and 
from all the place , hither I ha dri en you aith he L rd, and 
I will bring you back into th plac wh nc I cau d you to be 
carried away captiv . (J r. 29.14.) Th r i th m tif f 
i1iV,n n"i.J . new covenant! The old o·.enant was br ken 
and had to b atoned for in bl d and t ar . A n w co enant will 
now be made a c v nant f ev rla ting I ve and pe:ic . Ez k. 3 7 .26, 
Jer. 31.31.) There i the startling n w m tif: n,.o, 1J1V.J tv'N 
' Every man hall die f r lzis own iniquity! There i no inherited 

uilt. The exile h uld thr " off the oppr f uilt and 
the fear of retribution becau e of the ins of their fathers. (Jer. 
31.28-9· Ezek. 18.4· 33.10.) Th guilt ha b n paid off. (I . 40.2.) 
There is the motif f 'JV ilJ.J 7'n1n::i "The te ting in the furnace 
of affliction. Exile and uff rin w r int nd d not t cru h I rael 
but to clean e, purify and tr n then him. Th re i the motif of 
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~NitV" n~) The Et rnity of I ra 1.' Thu aith the Lord 
who giveth the sun f r a li ht by day and the ordin nc of the 
moon and of the stars for a Ii ht b ni ht, who tirreth up the sea 
that the wa e thereof roar .... If th rdinanc depart fr m :\Ie 
aith the L rd th n th d of I ra I al o hall c a O fr m bein 

a nation before ~le fore r.' (J r. 1.35-6.) And th re appear 
the new, imp rial and ma rnific nt motif f: C 1)~ N A light 
unto the nati n ! The mi ion id a'. Th re i n thing of the 
mis ion idea amono the prophet who preach d before the exile. 
It is a product of po t-exilic time and recei ed its cla ic formula­
tion at the hand of the anonym u author or author of I aiah 
40-66 ( plus 34-3 5?) who living during the Babylonian captivity, 
as some maintain or in the latter half of the Per ian p riod a 
Torrey and other maintain preach d to a far-flung dia pora of 
the new opportunity and challenge which ha come to I rael, becau 
of it <lisper ion to conv rt the wh le , orld t the , or hip of the 
One, true God - thu making J udai m the fir t missionary religion 
of mankind. 

The pre-exile prophet H ea Am , Iicah Zephaniah Nahum 
Habakkuk, and the prophet of th tran iti n era Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel know nothing of any hi tor mandate upon I rael to con­
vert the w rid. The id a of mi ion did not enter into Jewi h 
religious thou ht until alm a thou and years after the Jew had 
et tied in Pale tine and in aH probability v. ould never ha e made 

its appearance if the people had not been exiled. That I rael wa 
a people cho 0 n b God Yahweh' special possession wa a c m­
monly accepted doctrine am ng the pr -exilic prophet . The sen e of 
an inviolable co enant-\ ahweh s covenant with Israel made at 
the time of the Ex du from Egypt- wa dominant in their thought 
at all time . That thi unique and co enant d relation hip entered 
into between I rael and Yahweh th God of Holine made Israel 
a long as it ob erved thi . covenant a holy people in the midst of 
the urrounding idolatrou people , wa al troncrly f It b th m. 
But that the e con i tion al o carried with them the implication 
that I rael mu t be Yah\' eh m nger to onv rt the heath n 
world wa not entertained by them. The phra e in Ex. 19.6 cnN, 
rv,,p ,u, C');-t:, r,:,~oo '~ p;,r, 'And y hall b unto M 
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a kin d m f pri t and a ho}. nati n" \' n if , a. um that it 
is pre-e ilic- ay n thing ab ut an mi i n t th G ntil . Onl 

ry deft and g n rou h mil ti an r ad u h a m anin(7 int it. 
The maj tic ap alypti 1 1011 f C O'i1 r, '1 n~ f mnd in I · . 
2.2-4 and 1'Ii ah 4.1-4- th vi i m of Zion a th piritual nt r f 
the world, and of all nati n • t th h u f th G d f 
Jacob in rd r to I am f 1 w f ju ti and pea 
cededly f p t- xilic origin. o ar all th r f r nc 
thr u h the \! riti f th pr ph t whi h t ll of th f utur 
ion f all th f th arth of th ir pilgrimag to Zi n an I 

of I rael a f G d wh \! ill brin thi • n ab ut. 
Th urc rd a mu t th 

the fact f th Di p r i n and n t in any aut mati piritual d v 1-
opment of proph tic Judai m. It, a v Iv d n i u ly r un n-
ciou ly, in re p n to a d p rat nati nal m rg n y, ut of th 

indomitable will to Ziv of th rac , a a m an f tr ngth nin° th 
moral of th catt r d h t f I ra I and f giving m anin 1 and 
dignity t th ir xil and th ir a t tribulati n . It wa a n bl 
compen ator ideal, warrant d by th fa t that I rael did po a 
r Ii iou outlo k , hich far tran nd d ti at of • h h ath n and 
a moral c d f uperi r xc 11 n . I ra l kne,, it 1 f t be a 

r at people b au e of th I iritual h ights t ·hich it had attain d 
in it religiou and ethi al d loprn nt. Thi achi m nt made it 
c ntemptu u f th up r titi n and id latri of th w rid ab ut 
it. But politicall it wa a mall, att r d and d f at d p pl -
a worm am ng th nati n d pi d and ont mn d. \Yh r in hall 
thi proud but d f ated p pl f , hi h nl • a mi rabl r mnant 
now remained in the wa t and d lat pla f Jud a, \! hil t it 
ho t were captive and xil in f r ign land n w find that in­
demnifyino oncepti n of d tiny , hich w uld tak th dg ff th ir 
defeat, sv eeten the bitt rn f xil , and r tor nfid nee to 
tho e utterl ca t d wn? Th an • r w n f rth ming- th 

cup of comf rt to th parch d lip : 
' Thu saith the Lord th R d m r f I ra l hi Holy On to 

him who i de pi d of m n, to him v ho i abh rred of nations to 
a ser ant of ruler : Kin hall e and ari , prince , and they 
shall pro trate them el e ... I " ill pre rve th e and gi e thee for 
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a covenant of the p opl .'' (I . 49. 7.) •J th L rd ha e call d 
thee in righteou n , and have taken hold of thy hand, and kept 
thee and et thee for a c enant of the peopl , f r a light of th 
nation; to open the blind eye , o bring out the pri oners from 
the dungeon, and them that sit in darkness out of the pri on-house. 
(Is. 42.6-7.) Light and salvation will come to the whole world 
through Israel, who is G d ervant, uff ring in the pre ent but 
destined to ultimate triumph and vindication. This i the n Win 
i'JO 'JN - the wonderfull new pel which the ec nd I aiah 
now proclaims. Thi i the new i ion and hope \ hich the spiritual 
guides of I rael proje ted for th ir people in order to a e them 
from death in def at and exile. 

Note that thi ideal of mi ion i not a denial a re i ion or a 
ub titution for any other concept heretofore held ba ic in Jewi h 

thought but only a upp]ement, an addition, another bulwark for 
national ecurity. It do not upplant nationali m. It re-enforce 
it. It do not look up n th disper i n a a ble ing. It confronts 
it as a tra ic fact which,. however, mu t not be permitted to endanger 
the ur i al of I ra 1. It doe not a ume that the J w must re­
main in xile in order that Yahweh ma) become the God of all 
the nation . It does not proclaim that I rael is no longer a nation 
but only a reli iou c mmunity wh . e s le raison d "tre i the c n­
ver ion of the Gentile . It doe not divorce religion from national­
i m. The propheci of econd l aiah rin with th recurrent re­
frain of I rael appr achin° re torati n to rale tin . Fear not f r 
I am with thee~ I will bring thy eed from the ea t and will gather 
thee from the we t. I will ay to the north: 'Give up and t 
the outh: Keep not back • brin Iy on from far and ~Iy 
daughter from th nd of the earth. (I . 43.5-6.) And when the 
prophet peak of Re torati n they are not thinkin of 'the coloniza­
tion of Pale tine a a philanthropic effort deservin of general up­
port' (a conce sion made to Pal tine e en by anti-Zioni t Reform 
Rabbis) but f the rebuildinO' f th p litical lif and hom of the 
Jewi h nation. 

Zion rebuilt and I rael ingath red are the pa ionate th me of 
the prophet following the exile and they did not r O'ard them as 
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b ing in any way irr ·onrilahl • with th he p of mm rtin th 
, h l \' ·oriel to Yahweh. Tl1t nation . will mm to / io11. Zion will 
b m th r Ii 1 iou: nl r of manhncl. "Thu.· .·aith th, Lord of 
ho t : I am j 'alous for Zion with rr at j alou.·y, and I am j •all ti. 

f r h r with <rr at fury~ ... I hall r •turn to Zion, and , ·ill clw 11 
in th mi 1 · t lf J ru:al m .... P hold, I will . a\ ~[y I 01 I fr m 
th t untr .. and from th' w' t )Untr) and I will brin, th m 
andthy hall h llinth mid. tcfJru~alm.· · (Z h .. 2.) 

" nturi lat r, Ju lah Hal Yi, r ~int rpr L thi. · ~Ii. · ·ic n Id ·a for 
th J \ ~ f his a<1 an l h r' a 1ain it i. in: I arably int r , in l with 
th nati nal a pirati n • with l opl ', land and lan,rua , . H·1l vi 
t· k up afr ·h th th m' of I ut ro-1:aiah. I. ra I am ng th 
n ti n i lik th h art arnon,r th organ· < f th body, th mo:t 

n itiv and th mo t im1 ortant. I · ra l :uff r • for th :in of man­
kind and thr u h I ra I p uliar ra ial , niu: r a1 tn .•. f r r -
Iiai n r pr l h • a . Hal vi I r f r: it th nation f th arth 
, ill b ,·alt d. l u I ra I mu liv , if it. uni tu gift ar t 

nu to bl mankind_ an it mu ·t b r . tor cl to it: own land 
wh pr ph y an find it ong .. nia] : >ii, • nd it mu:t r viv 
th vhi ·h • l m ·a1 IJ . h I erf • m diurn f >r 
u h pr [ u:;ari, . ·ou , ill r • 11 d >: •• n th not of 

th r turn Pal tin f th Rabbi wh 
hazar . H· I vi may em .· tr m in } i an l 

n doubt that a far a· • ntial ar on rn d, h wa. in )ir t 
line f auth ntic J wi ·h tradition. H v i • d th maj< r on i tion 
flral. 

A th , ho att m1 t • it th • • ... Ii i n 
Id 1 a an ar 1 um nt a 1, • • nati n~ Ii m r again t 
th r buildi f Pal • r in ju f th Galut i • ui 

i t r f an id a \ hi h i • v ry 1 arly and unambi 1u 
d in i • inal 'I h pr>ph t did n t b • th t 
th J w h ntinu in . il n< r that t h uld \ l-
e m th Di per ion a a bl • ,. f r th ·tk Th y 
did n t ay tha th J , ii l ill ord r that th might 
b c m d , itn t G ntil . 'I h y . h rt d th J \J 

in . ii t find t in . Th y ll"ht t ·u tain th m b 
th th u ht that h th had b n driv n int xii th ir i -
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nificance in the economy of the world wa not at an end. On the 
contrary, they now had the opportunity, through the example of 
their steadfa tne to Yahweh, and throu h the moral tone of their 
lives, to acquaint the whole heath n world with their great piritual 
heritag the true knowled e of God, and the nobility of Hi wor-
hip. 

The Jews, during th chaotic centuri which followed the De truc­
tion employed every mean to pre er their national life. \\ e have 
seen how the prophet ou ht t re tore the morale of the people by 
giving tho e Ii ing in ide and out ide of Pale tine an in piriting and 
u tainin n e of de tin . The pe pl , themselves in exile, once 

the fir t shock of terror and di may wa over recovered their ancient 
faith and loyalties. By the river of Babylon they vowed eternal 
loyalty to Zion, their national home: If I for et thee, 0 Jerusalem, 
may my ri ht hand for et her cunning. ' The priests elaborated a 
code of ritual and ceremony and a r ligious di cipline which in a 
practical way wa intend d to heller the life of I rael from th 
O'Uil nN01~- · 1the uncleanne of the Gentile ' and to keep 
it a separate and distinct people. In Jude the r turned e ·ile under 
Ezra, facin° a new cri i instituted a most drastic proce of national 
purgation and rec n truction in order to save the life of the com­
munity. In hi zeal for the pre ervation of the faith and the purity 
of the racial tock, Ezra ordains that the foreign women whom the 
Jews had married hould be put away, as well as the children born 
of them, and that they hould ' eparate themselves from the peoples 
of the land. Ezra draws no distinction between those belonging to 
the pe ple of Ammon and l\1oab a0 ain t whom there existed of old 
a law of perpetual exclusion from the 'con regation of Yahweh" 
(Deut. 23- 4) and other p oples like Edom Egypt a ainst whom no 
uch law exi t d. Ezra did not e en tolerate pros lytism, for he 

doe not u0 t the con r i n of the e foreion wive a an alterna­
tive to their divorce. This attitude wa hared neither by the proph-
ts who preceded Ezra nor b the Rabbi of later time . Th Halacha 

reco0 nized pro el ti m and accorded full tatu to th pro el te, in­
corporating him unre ervedly int the life of the nation. i"'lnJtv il 
i~Utv l~P:,. Only an acute cri is, the fear f xtinction ever 
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pre ent in the lif of thi. mall, hara. d ·ommunity whi h lu 1 
been d liv r d ov r t th , r I to captivity, to p ilin and t 
confu ion of face ould ha\' all d forth u h har ·h and .· tr m 

to it la t itad 1 for a final 
tand a ain t the f rce whi h thr , t n d to ov rwh lm it. Ezra and 
~ eh miah did not 11atio11aliz th G d-c n pt of L·ra l in th ns 
of localizina it. Th y did not turn back th hand: >f th 1 ·k in 
the r Ii iou voluti n of I ·ra I- a: me bibli ·al riti ima<,in . 
Yahw h i till th On and niv r al Lord: 'T'hou ar th Lor I 
even Th u alon . Th u ha t mad h av n th h av n < f h av n , 
with all th ir ho t, th earth and all thin, ~ that ar th r n .... h. 
9 .6) ... But th hour n -v cl mand d anoth r mpln i • th im­
mediate ta k for th Jud an mmunity wa n t to av he ,v rl 1 
but to a\ it elf. Hen e th unu ua11y trong mpha:i up n ra 
nation and lan°ua0 • Th amaritan ar r j t cl b cau , th< uuh 
they prof d th am faith th y w re n v rlh I n t f th 
ame race a I ra l. ... h miah ri to th d f n f th languag 
f I rael- for national r vival al ay g hand in hand with lan-

guage revival and the abandonm nt f the He r w p h wa rightly 
interpr t d b ... hemiah as e id nee of a imitation: '' In tho 
daj al o aw I the J w that had married \\romen cf A ·hd d f 
Ammon, and of :\Ioab and their childr n ~p k h 1 f in the . p h 

f A hd d, and c u Id n t p ak in th J w ' lan uag but a r l-
ing to the langua of ea h p pl . And I q iarrel d with th m 
and cur d th m and mot rtain f th m .... 1 

ation, race, land, langua(T w r ah ay vital and indi pen abl 
cone pt in J wi h lif indi lubly a iat d of ur with r -
ligion. It wa never a ca e f on or th th r. 1 h wer all n 

r anicall unit d. Th r w r tim , h n on or th th r had 
to be d. \Vhenev r one f the factor f urvival " a 

tron in tin t f th p pl ral Ii d t it d f n . 
Hence in our hi t r we find ra of a c ntuati n of n r an th r 
of th v ral c n pt and ra f att nuation. But n ver wa 
an on f th m abandon cl- until th tim of th R f rm Rabbi 
of G rman , hich i f tr a r r nt and min ly a 
rapid} vani hin phenom non. 
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The ound practical n e of I rael and its xp rience through 
many centurie of partial or· total di per ion o er the earth aved 
it from b in do matic r fanatic concerning any f th c nc pt . 
On one ubject only wa I rael fanaticall d gmatic- the monothe­
istic article of it faith. Jewi h life could ne er tomach the type 
of doctrinair , arrogant and militant raciali m and nationalism which 
is devastating the life of the \\ estern \Vorld today. Israel recon­
ciled in life and practice ideas theoreticall irreconcilable. It was 
a ca e of ,~~ ;-ir 1'iOiyi tvN i,i:J 'N"i:::l)i )',i, ,,i:J ',N::>"0 
;-ir riN ;-ir 1"i''70 O)'N1 i1T. Thus it poke of a niversal God, 
itv:J ,::,', r,iniil ';-l'N ,N but at the am time it al o spoke of 
',Nitv' 'i1'N ';, the God of the people of I rael. It extolled the race 
as w,p yir but admitted member of other races into the racial 
family throtwh pro elyti m and it reco nized no biolo ically uperior 
and inferior races. It alway longed for national restoration to Zion, 
but from the days of Jeremiah on it admoni bed its children, dwell­
in in foreign land to live a go d citiz ns to eek the peace of the 
city whither I have cau ed ou to be carried awa captive and pray 
unto the L rd for it for in the peac thereof haU ye ha e peace. 
It prescribed a complete code of Jewi h l w for its m mbers living in 
and out of Palestine coverinO' every pha of life, but it al o lay 
down the qualifying precept Nl', Nni:1,0, NJ , - in all matter 
of law in olving no ba ic n t of faith, the la,: of the land is 
binding. It exalted the H brew language. It wa th tv,p;, 1,w, 
It made the teaching of it obliaatory. i:J,, ?'nno p1J'r,;itv::, 
,oy ,:J,o l'N cN, .;,,m ,,,_,,,.,, w,p;i pw, ,o~ i:J,D ,,:it-t 
,,:i,p i'?N::> ,, '1Ni ;,;ir, 1,0,0, rv,p;, ptv,. Yet it per­
mitted though it did not counsel, prayer in all langua es ;,':, .e,n 
11~, ,:J:J yov, 1,~, ,:1::1 and tran lation of the Bible were made 
and by and lar e, welcomed as early a the third century B.C. The 
Jews welcomed Greek culture- n')1' i10:Jn until it showed itself a 
peril to Jewi h culture when they iolently rejected many phases 
of it. 

Doctrinaire of the white-black ith r-or variety who like to ha e 
life and hi tory simplified to fit in neatly in some theoretic frame­
work which they arbitrarily construct to erve their ta te or their 
times, are impatient with the eemin incongruities and contradic-
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ti n in J \ i ·h lif . Th y Ii 1htly r j t , hat v r th find Ira -
tically r id lo i all in onv ni nt. Th ar unawar of, or th • 
on • • n r th tr n r lif - n th ur ival-wi:dc m th 

adju tm iu f th p pl i h pre l th m. A r li • 
creed, on u rant it p • ma ,, l gi lly 
and und iating. But a p • n t a Hl a I 
and ul d t rmin d b hi t >ri for 1i h ar n t lo 1 i , I. 
I ra throu h m > t of it ~ hi ·th an v r hangincr 
and th • ·ir nm nt and , i ·hing t urv1v ha i to tak 
int ac n mic p litical • gi and p h • 
fact in • • nm nt and mak pr dju tm nt t th m. 

But it n r i fi cl i a 1 val r t m 
It \J 7, N i1TO cm i1T:l r i7~. 
many m v m and ithin during it Ion,. hi tory 
- adduc i m ari ai .. ni ·m n tianit , H 11 nL m Kara-
i m, Kabali m ha idi m Ha kalah R f rm Zi ni m. Th all 
in th ir da quite naturall l d t bitt nflic and parti an hip. 
That i tru of u h mo m n am ng all p pl . But th J , i h 
people a uch f und room f r aU ithin it 
f r hri tianity. Ev n th Karait wh r a d u h turm >ii and 
di ention in Je, i h lif w r n v r outla by our p I l . Thu ·, 
for exampl iiaimonid in the , r mid t f a bitl r f ud b tw n 
the Rabbinit and th , a f ud air ad c nturi Id in 
:\!aim nide da , n ur a poli f br th rl t 1 rati n 
tov ard the K rait t tr at th m a J , 
dren bury th ir d ad, c mf rt th ir m urn r and tr at th ir win 
as ritually fit. For aft r all th Karait w r I al J w r gard­
le f th ir oppo ition t th tradition and authorit of th Rabbi . 
They were d oted n t nl to the G d f I ra I and th T rah but 
t th land of I ra 1. on aft r th ri of Karai m r up f 
Karaites, for aking home and fri nd , migrat d t I al tin 

tabli h d mm uni ti kno, n a. th P'~ '~ :lN th ~I urn r 
for Zion. Th ir z al f r Pal tin • ~d d that f th Rabbinit . 
Th y I v d the H br w lan ua , and th birth of th f 
H br w rammar and l hil lo, in th Iiddl A i t 
t them. 

But in the ca e of hri tianity, it wa the Pauline in i t nee up n 
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a r ligious creed entir ly div reed fr m nation, race, land or lan<>'Ua<>'e 
and from the di ciplin of J , i h law that finall placed th mo -
ment outside the sphere of J wi h life. 

A a me ianic m em nt in pir d by th millennial exp tation 
of that a 0 e, prea hin° th ad nt of th Kingd m of God and callin~ 
men to rep ntance and moral purification in ord r to e cape th 
n,rvo ,1,.:ln and b w rthy of admi ion into th Kingdom, the 
1\1 iani m f J e u might well h ve found a plac a f r a tim 
it actually did find a place, among ction of Jewry who d tected 
neith r h re nor ap ta y in it. The arly Juda o- hri tians in 
Pal tine w r Jew in all r 0 ard . But Paul, a product of th cul­
turally dilut d Hel1 ni tic dia I ora ntertained view which centu­
ri later R form Rabbi in G rmany and in America cam t 
ntertain. The en of b lonaing to a Jewi h nati n and the de ir 

to pre er e that nation and to re- tabli h the Kingdom of I rael 
wer hardly pre ent with him. Ra had n i nificance. "~ 11 th 
nation of the earth are mad of on blood. ' (Act 17.26.) Race 
is in Pauline theology m tamorpho ed into a uni r al oci ty of 
beli rs. . . . For th ar not all I rael, which are of I rael, 
n ith r becau e the are the eed of Abraham, are th y all children . 
. . . They , hich are the children of th fl b, these are not the chil­
dr n of God· but th children of the p omise are c unted f r the 

ed. (R m. 9.6.) nlike Iatth w Paul is not int re ted in e -
tabli bin the Da idic descent of Jesu . (I Tim. 1.4.) Jesu 
Jewi h origin is of no particular moment to him. \Vhile Je us 
directed hi me a 0 e- a thorough-going Jewi h me ianic me age-
pecifically to ' the lo t heep of th hou e of I rael "-and wa not 

particularly intere ted in pro l t1 m Paul called him elf the apo tle 
to the Gentiles, and his chief cone rn wa to carry the go pel of 
salvation to the non-Jew . Peter he declared, wa intru ted with 
the good new for the J w , he for the heathen. ( Gal. 2. 7.) The 
ma tering idea of Paul was that, in a much a the millennium ,vas 
fast approaching \ hen the pur in and winnowin° of mankind would 
take place, the whole human race hould be rapid) con rted to 
the one true faith. Thi n true faith con i ted in the abjuration 
of polythei m and idolatr and in I adin a pure life- in other words 
- ethical monothei m. uch a faith ha b en in the keeping of 
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I ra 1 in th da f .\braham. I ut b au f th Law of 
~I - th c r m nial and ritual law . ,., ircum i i< n th b-
er an e of abbath and Holy Day and th di tary law. - thi 

pur faith ha b en b cur d v il d v n to I ra I (II or. 3.15 and 
mad diffi ult of a eptan e by non-J 1. • . Th oming of th 
:\1 iah in th p r on of J ·u J ut an nd t th r i 1 n of thi • Ln . 
N w c nv r ion t th tru faith i a ibl to v r man m r I 
through faith- faith in th On , Univ r al Lord and in th atoning 
power of th death of J u . Thi latt r id a i : nfrtl t th 
doctrine f Paul. Th in of Adam I rou,,ht d ath a ~ it. puni:hm nt 
upon all the 0 en ration of m n: 

( f. D.R. 9.4: c ,,:v , Nn'o N' :li7W no i1nN 7 'ir1N ?tv i1""t1n:1 
P r contra f. ab. 146a: t:Jn0i11 i1po z, J,O ii1 ?l) ,,o:vrv ,~, .. ") 
Thi in had to be aton d f r by a a rift ial death f r only :uch a 
acrific c uld be prop r at n m nt for 

obtain the hope of t rnal lif . Th ru i 1xion of J u wa that 
sacrifice. All m n , uld hav had t di at th a1 l roa h of th 
End f Day b au aJI m n ar hn r . But J u av d th m 
from death by m an ,f hi wn d ath. In hi d ath all , h b Ii v 
in him die 'fi urativ ly t their old elv • and ar r born int th 
new 1if . Th y thu com r d m d lo th thr hold f th Kin"-
dom. Hen forth, • r ne, regardl rac or nati n wh 
e chewed id latr and ace pt d the acrifi of J u wh di d f r 
all men, will 'walk in the n wne of life and will inh rit t rnal 
life. It is not the ob rvan f th la, of th Torah whi h b tow~ 
life eternal i. ., admi ion into th Kingd m of G d , hi h i fa t 
approachin . Immortal lif c m thr u h a pting th bl d a ri­
fice of Jesu . In 1\1 ianic tim the Law i n t n d d. ( f. mo' 
;i : i,n N'?i n,:,r N? □i1~ l'NW n'rvOi1). 

But what th n ~ a the purp f gi inO' th La, by G d t 
Israel and what i th i nificance of th el ction f I rael- a d -
trine which Paul accept ( Rom. 11.29 . In Paul r ply on find 
the clue to the r a on why the J wi h peopl had finally t r ject 
him and hi reli i u teachings. The giving f th Law f the 
Torah to the Jew carri d with it th po ibility and th pp rtunity 
of tran re ing them. It i the Law that iv s sin it pow r. (I 
Cor. 15.56.) m 1 not imputed where there i no law. (R m. 
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5.1 .) Thu th Law f th Torah w r ordain d that ff n a ain t 

them by th J w mi 1ht multiply that ther w uld b gr at r 

need for the grace of God which came through the atonement acrifice 

f Je u . The di ob <lien f th Jew wa ther f re th G ntil ' 

pportunity t ain alvati n. . far a Paul' n \ m f 

lad tiding i cone rn d, th Jew are tr at d a enemi 

(Rom. 11.2 .) But b cau thy had be n cho n by G d and ar 

belov d by Him f r their father ake they, t o, will be av d 

from in throu ,h th ra f G d ultimat l aft r all th h ath n 

hav be n r de m d. Thu I ra l, in the hand f thi fervid 

mystical theol gian i n I nger a nati n but a theol gic pawn. 

The national chara t r f th Jewi h :\le ianic id al i i0 nored a 

it wa ignored centuri lat r by Reform Rabbi . It i di olved in 

a uni r al salvati ni m, quite lik the denationalized • Ie ianic 

Age" f the Reform Rabbi . Th re i h wever, one xception: 

\\ ith Paul all nation vani h into th spiritual anonymity f Kina­

dom ome. \Yith th Reform Rabbi only th J ~ ish nation. Th ir 

theol 0 y to k zeal u toll of Jewish nationali m but t pped hort 

at G rman, Au trian, Fr nch or merican nationali m .... \\ ith 

Paul the ag - ld hope of th in athering of the di per i n and the 

deliv ranee f I ra l fr m the yoke of Rome give way to an 

apocalyptic onver i nism in ~ hich I ra I i only incid ntally i -

nificant becau e in olden days God had announced in advance the 

good n w to Abraham in the word : 1 All the heath n will be 

ble ed throuoh y u and through th J \ thi ble ing reach d 

the heath n. ( Gal. 3. ff.) Thi i the ol rol a ribed by Paul 

to I rael in th n m of world- alvati n. \Yith th nati nali t 

prophet of Israel, a r b rn and politically rehabilitated people, 

trong and e ure in its own land wa to become a light unto the 

world. Th nation f th earth ~ uld flow unto Zion redeem d 

'for out of Zion would go forth th Torah. \Vith Paul, Torah was 

a form of la ery, and Zion had n i nificance a the capital of a 

nation but onl as th locale of a 1 mple of , h ritual h car ly 

approved. w nd r that thi new pro ram of pro elyti m which 

demanded the acrific of o many of the e ntial ur ival-value of 

Israel, met with stubborn re istance not alone from Jew who had 
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not ac pt d J u a th .. I iah l ut v n from th arly Ju la -
~hri tian 

In la ic Judai ·m th r w r alway.· l\ o l ·m nt:. on univ r: al. 
i. . pur r Jigion int nd d for a1l m n, th oth r lo ·al, i .. , th( 
law f th H br , polity, int nd d for J w: only. Paul. th 
R man itiz n and the pr du t of th :\I dit rran an ultural m ·lt­
ing-pot a cept d th fir t. Th md h r ard d prin i1 all a a 
tumblin bl k in th , ay f th ir t. Th r f r , nothing but 

faith matt r d. Th J , i h nati n land, Ian uag and la, , r 
f mall c n qu nc parti ular1 in vi w f th aP( r a hing mill n­

nial d n u m nt. But not a11 th arty follm r >f J · tL f l t ·L· h 
did. bitt r truggl ra d , ithin th arl hur h again t th 

f Paul. Th P I tini n Juda - ~hri tian. w r n ith r 
anti-n mi t n r anti-nationali t . 1 h glad to n-

rt t th ir Ju )ai m but a - p,~ 7 
, ho \ r willing t a pt n t nl th prin it 1 < f th "nit 
G d and th m 'J:l r, ,~o y:iro that i • a. :iro,n '7l but al : o th n­
tir di iplin f th Law in lu i,· of th .\brahamiti rit , . ·at I ath 
and H 1 Da ob · r an and th li tar I.: ' 

Paul' l r vail d in th n , t. A. • r ult th t 
t adil r from J , i h Iii and be ·a fir ·t non-J wi ·h an) 

th n anti- • In th n ti nal upri ing again ·t R m in 70 and 
1 5 the Jud hri tian r fu d t parr • . Th ir 1 alt v a 
now t an id a not to a p pl . 

Th r i a triking imilarit t b n 1 th th r ti 
p iti n tak n b Paul and that tak n b th xtr m I a f 

Judai m· and had th m n b n a • ul 
and had the n lat d th ir 1 qua it ab ut th m· • a 1 
int a r al nary pr paganda a did Paul and hi h 
I ic uld hav br ught about th ·o up 
al o fr • lif . But with I aul th • • n wa a ra e to 
ave th w rid. \\ ith th R f rm Rabbi it \ a a r ckin -h r e 

race. Th e r f rmi t Rabbi t , , r d nati naliz d J v . Th y 
too cone iv d f I ra I a a andl v hich light th r and on-
ume it If. Th . , t , tri d t r ct J v i h lif up n the lend r, 
a gin tilt f a f " th 1 i ab tracti n . Th y, t , f 1 t the 
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Law to be a burden. They focu ed their anti-nomist odium on the 

Talmud and the hulchan Aruch. The Bible they spared, for after 

all the Bible was acred al o to Christian .... But those laws of 

the Bible, against which Paul inveighed-circumcision, Sabbath ob­

servance and dietary law - came under their obloquy also. The 
u c of the H 0 brew language in p 1blic wor hip, they maint:iined, wa 

not only unnecessary from a legal point of view but from any 

other point f view (Frankfort onference). And while Jewi h 
Rabbis were thu practically con igning the Hebrew language to 

oblivion Dohm of Bre lau, a Chri tian ro e to it defense urged its 

retention by Jews as the language of the prayer and as a bond of 

unity, and reminded them that if many Jew no Ion er under tand 
the language the solution lie not in abandoning the language but 

rather in teaching it more energetically than before. They, too, be­
lieved that the world was on the threshold of great, new be0 inning . 

They too were bewitched by the hope of Maranatha. To them, too 

a to the apocalyptic vi ionarie of the first century, the Kingdom 
of God wa ju t around the corner .... Listen to the words of 

Article 5 of the Pitt burgh Declaration which echoed imilar enti­
ment among Reformers e erywhere: '\V recogniz in the modern 
era of univer al culture of heart and int II ct the approaching of the 
realization f I rael great Me sianic hop for the e tabli hment of 

truth ju tice, and peace amona all men .... 11 They, too converted 
the national ~le sianic hope of I rael into something 1ike a Pauline 

apoca1yp e. 
A l\le sianic hope not bound up with the re toration of Israel to 

Pale tine is simp1y not found in Jewish religiou literature anywhere 

from the time of the econd Isaiah to our own day except, of course 
in the writing of the e Reformer and ome of the Hellenistic 

apocalyptic writer , who through a1legory and other devices at­
tempted to universalize the teaching of the Torah, so as to impress 

the non-Jewish world with the excellency of the Jewish faith, and 

who converted the J ewi h national Me iah into an ' incarnation of 
a divine power who should judge men at the end of days." National 

restoration was the very heart of the l\le ianic ideal from its very 

inception. To substitute for thi national ideal an anti-national 
purely tran cendentaJ nebulou ll! essianic A gc, on the plea of re-
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lic1 iou v lution, i_ to be guilty not f r vi ion but f di t rti n. 
It i both n w and ount rf it. 

F rtunat ly th vi w of th _. m n did not pr vail. 'I h y w r 
qui kly hall ng '<1. Th ma:~ . of J •wry n ·oilul from th •m. Th 
fa t • of lif onn di: ~ip:1t cl th( f umc • of their uni,· ·r. ali. ti · roman ·­
in '· Th y hav now b n di: r ·dit •d in th ,. ry Ian l < f their na­
tivity. Th .. nit d ' tat : b au. of it. I ·uliar I oliti al an l 

ial c nfigurati n f lf a tim 1av " 01 lo th : id a. and th 
w r r iv d with on ·id rabl fa,·or amoncr • rtain ·la f ur 
peopl parti ularly arnon1r our ; rman-J wi. h immi<rrant:. But 
th ar b in<1 rar idly abandon cl. Th ,·ery m ·n wh) fram d th 
Pitt burvh D laration felt th inad quacy of th ·ir definition. Twi 
in th I laration th y :p ak of th "J 'wi. h p 01 I ,_' They do n ,t 
d fin th t rm "I op! '' but th v •ry fa ·t that th ·y r 1. ort d to 
th t rm indi at that th y f ,Jt that th· t rm "r •Ji _gi, u: ·< mmunity" 

m h w fail d t) O\' r th full ·am·a: • of J wi:h r aliti • . 
I r. K 1hl r, who on\'ok d the Pitt:burcrh Conf r •n and h It cl 

to draft it D laration, found it n ce ·:-,try in hi · Tiu ology t > ~up­
pl m nl thi: d fmilion of l:n I a · a rdiuiou: community, with th 
on e1t of ra . "Th J \ i · born into it Judai:rn) and anno 
xtri at him lf fr m it Y n I y th r nu ia ion of hi: faith whi ·h 

\ ould but r nd r him an ·tp, ' t'l " J w. I 1i: ondition xi:t: l '-
, u th r mmunity form 1 ·md : till forms, th( ba. i: of 

th r li 0 iou < mmunity. I i • birth, n )l onf ~ion that im1 : 
th l ligation to \V >rk and . triv for th ·t rnal v 

of I ra I f r th l r • rvation and pr lpa"ali n of whi h h ha 
h n by th Gd >f hi ·t ry. (p. 6.) 

But \,hy i - the on pt < f ' ' ra ,. , any mor ·xalt •d than 'na­
ti n' ? \Yhy h uld racial fatali : m ommit m irr vo abl • to 

b Ii f whi h hould b Y< luntary? If on , not of th ra , 
m a a ptino J udai m, \ hy ann t n ' xtri ·at 
ft m 1 h r j ting it? Id ntifying Judai m with 

ra • o m • al and in ur day far m r I r than 
id • • i ati n. 

u .\dl r th ugh b I nginv to th \ ine1 al 
b • that th J , ar nl a r Ii 1iou mmunit but h 
quit a ig r u in d nyin, tha th J -v • ar a rac . In hi r nt 
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addre before the eminary National Council h declared: ome­
time people say that they are Jew by rac and som time that they 
are Jews by nationality. No people i uffering today more from 
this race or national theory than the Jewi h people, and to th extent 
that the e doctrines ha e been preached we have given a weapon 
into the hands of our enemies .... The G rman tate doe n t do e 
synagogs, it does not forbid religiou teachings. The tate outlaws 
the Jew on the race theory .... \Vhy then should we fall into this 
trap? \Vhy should we declare ourselves a race or kultur? ... Let 
us get into our minds definitely once for all that e en before the 
destruction of the Temple e en before the de truction of our nation 
in Palestine, we became a reli iou community, and that we are or 
we are nothing." 

Dr. Adler labor under that fond illusion which we di cus ed above 
-that if our enemies would only realize that we are a religious com­
munity and not a race or a nationality they would automatically 
cea e t hat us. But thi highl_, adju table diplomatic philo ophy of 
Jewi h hi tory decei e no n . In tead of centering hi attack upon 
the whole fal e race-the ry of the tate hich, in Germany had it 
origin in the Hegelian the i that th State mu t b a national 
unit ba ed on race homogeneity, Dr. di r counsel the Jew to 
abandon entire! the • ry concept of race s a factor in J ewi h 
sur i al. This is in k ping with tho e ad and fotile tactic of so 
many J w in the la t one hundred year who tried to whittle down 
the content of Jewi h life in order to meet a temporary political 
emergency. 

It is idle, of cours to talk of our peopl as no longer a nation but 
a religiou community in the face of the fact that millions of Jews 
are toda reco 0 nized by the law of nation a national minorities in 
Poland, Lithuania, Czech slovakia million more as a di tinct na­
tionality in oviet Ru ia where an autonomou Jewish re ion is 
actua1ly being built and hundreds of thou and in Pale tine where 
a Jewish homeland i being created under the terms of a mandate 
of the League of ations which recognizes not only the national 
exi tence of the Jewi h p ople but it hi toric claim to a national 
home. It i not only idle to-day to repeat the religiou -community" 
shibbolet of the early Reformers but also quite fantastic. 
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It h uld be b rn in mind al that nationali m i m tim 
/ ore d up n the J v , n , h n h d n t parti ularly ra , it. 
In the trug le for xampl b tw n th num rou nati naliti m 
Ea tern and ntral Eur p , ach clam rin for lf-d inati n 
the Jew Ii ing in th ir mid t ha had t tak • r t d 
them el e to be an ind p nd nt nati nality. It wa a , f 
acceptin the ultur of Ruth nian-, Cr ati, n f 
other nati nality group '\1 hich w re far inf rior t th ir wn or f 
a ertin th ir '\1 n. J v i h group \l a a mpl t ly d nati n­
alized a w r th J wi h mmuni t f Ru ia. Th , r anti­
reli iou anti-Zioni t, anti-H brai t. Th y w r Int rnati nali t . 
Their le all giance , ·a t th pr 1 tarian cla . 
triumph f communi m th ry J wi h ommuni t hav b n 
fore d by the logi of v nt n t nly to arry on a m mb r of 
a di tinct Jewi h nati nality in vi t Ru ia but t und rtake th 
buildin of a parate J wi h R public in ib ria. On anno 
therefore, in th fa e f th political realiti in J , i h lif m m­
tain the th 1 ic ficti n that the J w are on] a r ligi u m­
munity. 

And what of the m ria I of our peopl ~ , ho ar non-r ligi u or 
anti-religiou , ho can ace pt neither th h logy f Judai m n r 
its cod of r Ii i u ob rv nc Orth d x or Ref rm, and who ar 
yet very lo al and active J \ ? I th r no r m f r th m in th 
hou ehold of I rad? There , ould not be if we r gard d I ra 1 
as a 'reli iou mmunity xclu i ly. But b ing a nation, and 
not a reli i u ommunit there i ro m in I ra 1 f r all J v , exc pt 
for tho e wh d n t wi h t b J , • and who d lar : ut, 1,N 
U':iN n':J:i i1t,nli pt,n '\Ve ha e no p rtion r inh ritanc in 
our father' hou e. . . . And th ar b ing tra i ally r mind d in 
ome parts of the world t day that ven though they f r ak their 

inh ritance in their fath r hou th y will not find th ir p rtion 
r inheritance an wh re 1 in th w rid .... 

hould we not rath r r gard it a provid ntial that in th day 
when formal religion i lo ing it h ld up n gr at numb r of our 
people and when thi lo thr at n t und rmin our exi t nc as a 
people that th national and ra ial ntim nt ha been r kindled 
among many of them o that they wi h t r main Jews and to link 
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up th ir d tin with th cl tiny f I ra 1 in < m if n t in all f 
the phere of it creati e lif ? 

The J wi h p ple pr due d th Jewi h r ligi n, but p opl and 
reli i n are not n n m u t rm . Th • h • • n- and I u 
th t rm in it cu tomary n for I d n t b that a cl v r 
neolo y-the u e of a word in a n , and un anction d n e- i 
equivalent to a n w th o]ogy-i a colo al and w rld-r voluti nizing 
concour of piritual id a unf lding it 1f in th lif of a 
pe pl f a particular haract r and temp ram nt bu th Jewi h 
reli ion doe not exhau t th full c nt nt of the J wi h p pl . In 
r lation to it r 1i ion I ra 1 i b th imman nt and tran ndent a 

r gr at arti t in r lati n to th r ati n of hi niu . N,,, 
ililr1i1 iln"i1 N, ,N,t.v' l:l d lar d Judah Hal vi. 'If th r 
had b pn no Jew ther would hav be n no Torah , a rl th Jew · 
did not d riv th ir hi :rh tat from ~I e but i\Io derived hi 
hi h tat fr m th J w . ' ( uzari 11.56.) 

Th J v i h reli ion i the rowning achi v m nt of our p I 1 and 
our upreme gift to civilization. It p ~ d uch a t r rv ir f 
piritual truth that it ha been able to u tain and in pir aen ra­

tion upon g n ration of our p opl and to r tain th ir a rificial 
lo al y und r all circum tan , and upon a11 level [ cultur . It 
thu b am the lrona t factor in th ir ·i, al of ur p opl th 
NO' p ,rv irt.'p tl: nduring tie. It i c!oub ful wh th r tl. J w-
i h p pl can l ng urvh· in the dia p ra without it- unl th 
oth r urvi al fact r ar r inf reed t a d ar which will c m­
p n at uch a maj r I . J wi h cular ultural auton my may 
be po ible in c untrie wh r th J wi h aroup achi minority 
rio-ht . In uch countri th J wi h aroup may survi e even if 
divorc d fr m r li i u I yalti . Thi i p ibl th uo-h n t pr b­
able. But in countrie wh r min rit riaht are not po ibl wher 
there e ·i ts no active anti- emiti m which f re the J \ ba k 
upon him elf the ta k f J wi h ur i al will b come in r a ingl 
difficult a reli ion lo it in flu nee upon J w and th r ·dth al ~o 
it po, er of national con r ation. Tho e r liaiou 1 ader th r -
fore, who are today, teachin the r li 0 ion of I ra I to th ir people 
are n t nly 1 adin° them to f untain f livina truth whi h can 
we ten and r fr h th ir individual liv but ar a1 c n rvino 
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th m t p t nt for \ hi ·h thr u 7h ut th a, , ha.· h lt r l an I 
pr rv d th J , i • h p pl . 

But uch r ligi u I ad r. hould not att mpl t > . ub:titut a I art 
f r th , hol - v n if it i • th maj >r part. Hav lo k l•.,lli., in hi. 
intr du ti n lo J. K. Huy:man' .1 } bours mak • th int r :ting 

b r ati n that th -- ntial di. tin tion 1 tw n th la . i and th 
d ad nt in art and lit ratur i to b found in th fa t that in th 
cla i th J art ar ubordinat d t > th whol , wh r a .· in th d -
cad n t th w h 1 i 
aft r tho virtu , hich th whol may b · t x1 r : ·; th' lat r man­
n r ( th d ad nt) d pr iat th importan - of th , hol for th 
b nefit f it part and triv - aft r th virtu of indivicluali:m." 

J wi h lif 1 poss.es~;ed in it at 1 ·h • thi: la: ·i balan 
and th aim >f r li<ri u I ad a . h uld b to it. ~Iany 
tributari flm int th hi tori ·hann 1 >f J • • In r nt 

a ou and m< tly uninf< rm d I arthm: hav alt mi t d 
t r d wi h lif o what i • c nly a fra tion >f it: 1f to ra ' or 
nati nali m or folkway r t • ab tra ti m. . Quit un on-

• th y a r a 11 fa] i f y in" J , i h l if . It i a n ark of cl ad n 
m t ia I >ra tha 1an < f < ur p opl ha • • lo. t th : n. of th 
la ic harm n i • h lif and ar att 1p ing to . uh:titut a 

part f r th \ h 1 . 
It i th total of • h ]if and d tin whi h th r -

Ii • a I t day 
m ral alu , • on th man lat c f mi ·. ion, a , 11 
a th Jcwi lz p opl its •If, and all it national a I iration. . rl hu.· th 

th and urit ur lif , ill b r tri d, and, , h th r Ill 

in r in th dia I ora , h II mov f n ar<l unafraid u1 n 
th road f ur d tiny. 

31 



RELIGION 

in Present-Day Jewish Life 

ABBA IIlLLEL SILVER, D.D., L1rr.D. 
Rabbi, The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

Address delivered at the xxxVI BIE NIAL CoNVENTIO , U .A.H.C. 

Cl Cl ATI, JANUARY 17, 1939 



RELIGION 
in Present-Day Jewish Life 

MA Y factors have tended to make religion of econdary importance in the 
life of our people. 

Religion generally, has been pu hed into a subordinate position in the Western 
World. Science has steadily divested it f many of its franchises. The satisfactions 
which men experienced in the increase of power, wealth and material well-being, 
yielded by science, placed the latter upon the pedestal which was formerly occupied 
by religion, whose gifts were now less prized and sought after. cience successfully 
refuted many pronouncements which were made by religion in its sacred texts con­
cerning the universe, nature and man. This cast suspicion upon much else in religion. 
The separation of church and state, the growth in civil authority and the contraction 
of ecclesiastical authority the secularization of education and, in the realm of pecu­
lative thought, the divorce of philosophy from theology-all these were both cause 
and effect of the diminishing importance of religion in modern society. 

Other forms of loyalty clamored for supremacy, nation country, race, class. Each 
of these derived its sanctions and mandates from sources other than religion, and 
proceeded to construct systems of thought with little or no reference to it. 

The Jewish people left the ghettos of the Western World at a time when these 
secular movements were unfolding. The world from which the Jews emerged was 
thoroughly pervaded by religion. It had been thus perv ded for centuries. Every 
phase and activity of life wa bound by it di cipline. e erthele the Jews yielded 
to the new temper of the age as readily as any other people. In some countries they 
not only caught up with the new secular mood of the Western World but out­
distanced it in dogmatic ardor and intensity. 

There transpired among the Jewries of Western and Eastern Europe not only 
reform movements designed to revamp their religious ideas and practices to "mod­
ernize" them and to bring them into consonance with the new outlook of Europe, 
but also strong centrifugal movements away from Judaism altogether-movements 
of flight not towards other faiths o much-these latter flights were dictated as a 
rule by careerism and social escalade-but towards religious negativism and indif­
ference, expressed in non-affiliation with the synagogue and in a renunciation of the 
entire religious regimen of Judaism. 

This flight from Judaism was also motivated by strong political and economic 
considerations. Throughout the 19th century Jews struggled for emancipation. 
They reached out after complete equality. They believed that their distinctive relig­
ious beliefs and traditional way of life segregated them and disadvantaged them 
among men. They further believed that by surrendering them they would succeed in 
acquiring those rights and privileges which other peoples possessed. This political 
and economic motif behind the flight complex was soon rationalized into a system 
of thought, conveniently neutral and agnostic, which discounted religion generally 
and proclaimed that the scientific progress of mankind had finally outstripped religion 
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and that while religion may still have a certain usefulness for the young, the poor and 
the unenlightened, cultured and prosperous folk can get along very well without it. 
All religious and racial differences were certain to be merged very soon in a common 
brotherhood of men, dedicated to the life of pure reason. The mighty accents of the 
American and French Revolutions and the other up-surging political struggles of 
the century reverberated through all this hopeful and wishful thinking. Thus En­
lightenment and Emancipation were the Pied-Piper whose music beguiled many 
Jews away from their ancient loyalties and spiritual securities. 

The wealthy and the well-placed Jews especially pampered themselves with these 
comforting notions. The richer they became and the more important positions they 
occupied, the less need they had for religion. The upper classes which succeeded in 
reaching, if not the center, then at least the periphery of the non-Jewish world, were 
most supercilious in their attitude towards Judaism.When men are prosperous they 
find it easy to dispense with God-especially with a Jewish God. 

Fortunately not all Jews were of the same mind. Many refused to exchange 
spiritual treasures for material advantage. They saw neither the need nor the wisdom 
of it. They were of the opinion that if freedom and equality are to come to all men, 
they should come also to the Jews as a matter of right, as a restoration of that which 
belongs to them and to all men as a natural endowment, and not in payment for 
unwarranted sacrifices of religious convictions, a distinctive culture and an historic 
way of life. They furthermore suspected that the new millennium might turn out 
to be quite as much of a mirage as many others in the long past of Israel, and, on 
the basis of past experiences, they feared that should another such reaction in their 
political and economic fortunes set in, Jews would find themselves spiritually shat­
tered, homeless and utterly bereft, unless they had the secured sanctuaries of Jewish 
life and faith into which to retreat for refuge and solace. Many other Jews, out of 
force of habit or because of the strong appeal of ancient ties and memories, remained 
constant. So that Judaism was not lost. 

Throughout the 19th and the early 20th centuries, wide and ominous cracks ap­
peared in the beautiful facade of European Enlightenment and Emancipation. Start­
ling eruptions of violent anti-Semitism occurred, at one time or another, in nearly 
every country of Western Europe. Medievalism raised its ugly head over and over 
again, either as a Magyar blood libel or a Germanic literary pogrom or a Gaelic 
"cause celebre" or an outright Slavic slaughter of Jews. The rains sadly disfigured 
the wall "daubed with whited plaster," and the foundations thereof were uncovered. 

Some Jews were quick to read these warning signs. They returned to their faith 
and their people as if to a shelter from a gathering storm. Others, however, persisted 
in their hypnosis, discounted these evidences of an underlying menace and blithely 
proceeded on their way. In the generation before the World War, Judaism in West­
ern Europe touched bottom, and it languished also among vast sections of Jewry in 
the United States. 

Then came the World \Var which unleashed all the furies. Who can number the 
high hopes of mankind which perished upon its battlefields? What was apparently 
won, ~as ~ctually sunk and lost in their bloody bogs-freedom, democracy, the self­
determmat1on of peoples, the rights of minorities and the vision of an international 
order based upon law, justice and peace. Out of the ten million graves of the need-
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lessly slain, there arose the dread ghosts of hatred, of national and racial passions, of 
arrogance and vindictivenes of widespread want and bitter clas struggle, and of a 
dread stampede towards force violence and terror as life's sole technique. These 
ghosts are dancing today their "dance macabre" in the hearts of men and nations. 
Civilization is plunging into darkness and chaos. A paganism far more crass and 
cruel than that of antiquity is engulfing the whole Western World. 

For the Jewish people, the V./ orld War and its aftermath spelled Golgotha! A 
quarter of a century of mounting di asters and calamities culminating in the unpre­
cedented horrors of recent months. Great Jewi h communities, rich in history, culture 
and achievement, among whom the dream of a free, enlightened and tolerant hu­
manity was most ardently cherished, have been plunged into Hell. Gone for them 
are Enlightenment and Emancipation. Gone are the dreams of human brotherhood 
and equality. Gone are the beckoning horizons of great careers and great service. 
Gone are all shelter and all security. Gone, even, the scant and tenuous security of 
the ghetto! Into exile, broken, stripped and impoverished they must go, even as 
their forefathers before them, who knew neither Enlightenment nor Emancipation. 
From countries and homes where they had known dignity honor, power and wealth, 
Jews, in their mounting legions, must now wander forth, bewildered and disillu­
sioned into a bewildered and disillusioned world. 

For the world, generally, stands today bewildered and disillusioned. The strong 
and sure foundations upon which it had builded its life have been rudely shaken. 
That high optimism which fed upon truly remarkable achievements in every scien­
tific field has vanished. Marvelous had been the vistas hich opened up before the 
eyes of men in the preceding century. Men could dream then and men did dream, 
unabashed, of a glorious and uninterrupted progress for mankind, of an unending 
conquest of nature, and of building, in a ,vorld of abundance, a civilization free from 
all poverty, ignorance and war. "In the nineteenth century" wrote Victor Hugo, 
"war will be dead, the scaffold will be dead, hatred will be dead, frontiers will be 
dead, royalty will be dead, dogmas will be dead, man will begin to live!" But here 
we are in the twentieth century, and war is not dead, the scaffold is not dead, hatred 
is not dead, frontiers are not dead, royalty is not dead, dogmas are not dead, and man 
is beginning to die. The vista which stretches before our generation today ends at 
the edge of a wilderness. For twenty-five years now, men have lived in a world of 
mounting hate, intolerance, and bigotry, of revolutions, invasions, wars, of the rise 
and fall of empires, and amidst the slaughter of millions of their kind. Great peoples 
have destroyed their liberties and enslaved themselves. Millions of men cower today 
in terrorized submissiveness. The wealth of nations is being drained in preparation 
for wars which will also drain the lives of their people. The mind of man, trained 
and sharpened by generations of scientific education is now applied to the perfection 
of the war technique. So that the discoveries which science records in our day in such 
great numbers no longer fill the hearts of men with pride or enthusiasm. They sus­
pect that these things will not contribute either to their happiness or security, or to 
greater decency in the world. The human spirit stands today frightened, weighted 
down with apocalyptic foreboding, as if awaiting the crash of doom. 

The thoughtful among men have accordingly begun to search earnestly for some 
way of salvation-a road away from disaster. They are seeking desperately hard to 
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rediscover that vision which was somehow lost amidst the brilliant pageantry of scien­
tific achievement in the last century, to the hurt and sorrow of the world. They un­
derstand now what the wise men of the earth have always known: that increased 
knowledge does not necessarily mean increased goodness or happiness, that facts are 
not in themselves blessings, that "truth can make us mad as well as free," that the 
prolongation of human life is not the same as the improvement of human life, that 
the acceleration of a process does not always insure a finer product and that change J 
does not necessarily spell progress. They realize now that the fault is not with science 
or education or democracy as such, but with the interpretation which men put on 
them, with the omnipotence and autonomy which they ascribed to them, and with 
their failure to understand that science, education and democracy are means and not 
ends in themselves. 

What has been tragically missing in our civilization has been the compelling 
and coordinating belief in the great human goals which religion, and religion alone, 
has set for mankind, and towards the attainment of which science, education and 
democracy must contribute, if they are to fulfill their sole function. Mankind lost 
sight of these goals. Therefore human progress today has no clear direction. Good 
material and good tools are not enough for the builder. He must have a plan. To 
build a noble and enduring society, it is not enough to have wealth and intellect. 
Mankind mu t be possessed of the architectural plan, which the spiritual vision of 
man designed, and it must have the will and loyalty to follow that plan. That will 
and loyalty only the moral sense of man can provide. Without faith in God, the real­
ity of spiritual vision as well as the sanctions of morality are quickly denied and 
rejected in the world. 

Mankind's way of salvation is the way which leads back or forward to God. 
In the same way, and even more earnestly, are thoughtful Jews reaching out 

today for the religious vision of Jewish life. For ours is a double measure of disil­
lusionment and a double measure of misfortune. More than any other people do we 
require today the everlasting arms of a great religious conviction to sustain us. 

To thoughtful Jews it is becoming increasingly clear that there are no substitutes 
in Jewish life for religion. either philanthropy nor culture nor nationalism is ade­
quate for the stress and challenge of our lives. All these interests can and must find 
their rightful place within the generous pattern of Judaism. But the pattern must be 
Judaism, the Judaism of the Torah, the synagogue and the prayer book, the Judaism 
of the priest, the prophet the saint, the mystic and the rabbi, the Judaism which 
speaks of God, and the worship of God, and the commandments of God and the 
quest of God. Most eloquently did Moses Hayyim Luzzatto, in his "Misillat 
Yesharim"-the Path of the Upright-define Judaism in terms to which every classic 
teacher of Israel, I am sure, would have subscribed: 

"We thus see that the chief function of man in this world is to keep the com­
mandments, to worship God and to withstand trial. The pleasures of this world 
should be only the means of affording that contentment and serenity which enables 
man to apply his mind to the fulfillment of the task before him. All of man's striv­
ings should be directed toward the Creator, blessed be He. A man should have no 
other purpose in whatever he does be it great or small, than to draw nigh to God 
and to break down all separating walls that is all things of a material nature be-
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tween himself and his Master, so that he may be drawn to God as iron to a magnet. 
He should pursue everything that might prove helpful to such nearness, and avoid 
everything that is liable to prevent it, as he would avoid fire. In the words of the 
Psalmist, 'My soul cleaveth to Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me fast' (Ps. 63:9). 
Since man came into the world only for the end of achieving nearne s to God, he 
should prevent his soul from being held captive by the things which hinder the rea­
lization of that end." 

Our leaders would do well to understand this. Our people, and more especially 
our youth, require, now that Jewish life is entering again upon an age of persecution 
and martyrdom, more than the example of generosity towards our unfortunate bro­
thers overseas, and more than the example of a valiant defense of Jewish rights at 
home. They require the example of the practice of Judaism, as Luzzatto defined it: 
"to keep the commandments, to worship od and to withstand trial"-the example 
of religious discipline, piety and sacrificial loyalty. These lead rs mu t help us to 
rebuild our inner world, now that our outer worlds are beginning to crumble again. 

There have been many false prophets of "ersatz" Judai m in our midst who have 
frequently misled our people. There were those professional social-workers who an­
nounced that a full complement of scientifically administered hospitals and orphan­
ages and other social agencies was a sufficient 'vade mecum" for the Jewish people, 
and that the synagogue and the religious school were quite unnecessary. At best they 
were to be tolerated only as a concession to those who still take such things eriously, 
and in order not to create unpleasant friction in the community. Such social-workers 
had many ready adherents among our would-be a similated and rich Jews. 

There were certain Jewish educators who resented the intrusion of religion in 
their ultra-scientific curricula. Judaism, they said, wa not a religion, but a way of 
life-that is to say, their way of life which of course was non-religious or anti­
religious. Jewish education should, therefore not be religious at all, only national­
istic and linguistic. At best the religious note might be smuggled in, but only as a 
concession to old-timers and cranks who don't know any better. 

There were those Jewish spokesmen who offered Jewi h nationalism as a sub­
stitute for Judaism, forgetting nationalism as such, unredeemed by a moral vision 
and responsibility, has sadly fragmentized our world provincialized its peoples and 
is driving nations madly from one disaster to another· forgetting, further, that there 
is a widely-felt and widely answered need for religion and religiou in titutions even 
among peoples, whose national life is already fully establi hed in their own lands and 
who are possessed of a rich national culture. mos, Isaiah and Jeremiah felt the need 
to preach religion-God and obedience to God's moral law-to their people even 
though they were established as a nation in their own land and spoke their own 
language. It is not possible to brush aside the spiritual needs of Jews in the diaspora, 
and their problems of survival as Jews in lands outside of Palestine, where most Jews 
will continue to live, merely by talking long, loud and enticingly about Palestine. 
The upbuilding of a Jewish national home in Palestine is one great, urgent and his­
torically inescapable task of Jewry. The upbuilding of Jewish religious life in 
America and elsewhere throughout the world, inclusive of Pale tine, is another. One 
is no substitute for the other. One is not opposed to the other. 

Again there were other Jews who advised their people that Judaism can well be 
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laid aside, now that the proletarian Messiah has already appeared in the land of the 
Slav, riding upon a droshky, and the Kingdom of Heaven was near at hand. 

All these false prophets have had their clamorous hour among us. But their 
hour is over. Thoughtful Jews are turning to the sure and classic highways of Jewish 
life and thought. We are not likely to be beguiled again, at least the men of this gen­
eration, by these prophets and their alien teachings. 

Humanity has sickened of its Godless civilization. Because the spiritual inter­
pretation of human destiny was allowed to languish, other interpretations have come 
to life and are now driving mankind mad. For when God is dethroned, His throne 
does not remain vacant for long. Some false god, some Wotan, Moloch, Mammon or 
Mars soon occupies it. Because the ideal of the Imitation of God was banished from 
the hearts of men, the imitation of some Satan is now the ideal. In place of piety, 
reverence, humility, compassion, self-sacrifice, other qualities-insolence, cruelty, 
aggression and combativeness are now extolled. Because men have rejected the ideal 
of the sanctification of human life under God, they now have a world in which 
human life is cheap, in which the stature of the individual has been reduced, his 
rights usurped by the state, his labor a commodity and his life just a statistical item. 
Because the world rejected God, it rejected also Man, fashioned in the image of God, 
possessed of a sacred and inviolable personality, endowed by His Creator with certain 
inalienable rights. Because men have ignored the sovereignty of God's moral Law, 
they have a world in which men, parties and governments have set themselves up 
above all law. Where there is no longer the Law of God, there ensues the law of the 
Duce, the Fuehrer, or the Commissar before which all men must tremble. 

Now that lights are going out everywhere in the world, men are turning to the 
Light of God. 

Jews can do no less. Jews will do no less. I sense an incoming tide of faith among 
our people, a faith charged in some instances with deep mysticism. It should not sur­
prise us and it would be in keeping with similar moments in our past history, if 
our age should witness a strong mystic movement among our people. Such mystic 
movements followed the expulsion of the Jews from Spain and Portugal at the close 
of the 15th century and the appalling disasters which overtook Polish Jewry in the 
17th century. The present-day expulsions of the Jews from Germany and Austria, 
the dismal plight of Jews throughout Eastern Europe, the stress under which Israel 
finds itself everywhere, coupled with the distressed mood of mankind generally, may 
give rise to a strong mystic movement which will express itself in religion, literature 
and art and in personal habits of thought and conduct. 

In a sense, the problem of the survival of Judaism is much simpler in our day 
than at any time in the past. Our leaders need no longer expend the energy which 
was expended during the last century to persuade Jews to remain Jews. The doors 
of escape from Jewish destiny have been shut. The choice confronting intelligent 
Jews today is a very simple one. They have realized that God has not placed the 
shears of destiny-to be, or not to be-in their hands. Forces which they have not 
summoned are driving all would-be escapists back upon their people. Somehow there 
has always been an element of unavoidable compulsion, of the inevitable, in Jewish 
experience. It is the "Ba'al Korcha" element, the quality of sh unless destiny. It was 
under such compulsion, the Rabbis declared, that our forefathers accepted the Torah 
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at Mount Sinai ... "And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all; in 
that ye say: 'We will be as the nation , as the families of the countries to erve wood 
and stone. As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand and with an 
outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, will I be king over you ... And I will 
cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bonds of the covenant.' " 

The choice today is not between survival and extinction, but between doom and 
destiny, between burden and mission. hall we li e our Jewish lives greatly or 
meanly? Shall Jews walk "darkling to their doom" or advance confidently and ex­
ultingly to their destiny along the eternal road which stretches from Ur of the 
Chaldees to the distant messianic lands of "Acharit Ha-yamim"? Shall we quarrel 
with our fate and beat helpless hands again t the unyielding bars of circumstances 
or shall we, by a miracle of faith, remembering that "stone walls do not a prison 
make" cease to be the unwilling prisoners of circumstance, and in the service of 
God, and of God in man become magnificently free? 

"The slave of God-he alone is truly free." Our choice today is between the 
"01 Malkut" and the "01 Malkut Shamayim"-between the yoke of earthly king­
doms, which is grievously hard to bear, and the yoke of the Kingdom of God, 
which makes all other yokes easy to bear. 

What hands shall weave the loom of our future years? Our own hands, tender 
and skillful, drawing the golden strands from our own treasures of wisdom, piety, 
passion and dreams, which all the goodly folk from Abraham to our own day have 
stored for us, or shall alien hands, rude and unsympathetic, weave the web of the 
destiny of ourselves and our children? 

ow that many doors are closing, should we not open wide to our children the 
doors leading to the treasure-troves of their own peopl ' spiritual and intellectual 
wealth, for their future sustenance, inspiration, solace and pride? The days ahead 
will be hard days for them. Until the world completes the latest stage in its economic 
transformation and steadies itself again, after a long, violent period of readjustment, 
Jews, because they are everywhere an exposed minority, easily blamed and easily 
victimized, will be hammered on the anvil of every world event. The days ahead 
will be hard days for our children, but they need not be ignoble or unrewarding 
days. Give them their total heritage-the copious bounty of Judaism-the Torah, the 
synagogue, the prayer book, the noble literature and the beautiful language of their 
people. Give them the millennial companionship of their kinsmen and their kins­
men's heroic faith and dreams and their matchless saga and they will be matched 
with their great hour. They will then come to understand what it is in our heritage 
that has kept us alive; what it is that laid waste the paganism of the ancient world 
and now finds itself again in mortal combat with another paganism which 
it is also destined to destroy; what it is that makes their people the brunt of attack 
whenever privilege, power and reaction make a major onslaught on the precious 
hopes of mankind, and why the ancient ideals of their people are forever the battle­
cries of upstruggling humanity. They will then come to understand that it is not 
because we are weak or unworthy that barbarous governments have vowed to de­
stroy us, but because we are strong, and they fear us. Not us, but the faith which is 
in us, the torch which is in our hearts and the passion which is in our blood for the 
prophetic mandates of our Jewish heritage, for justice, freedom, brotherhood and 
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peace, for the vision of Ir Ha-Tzedek, Kiryah Ne'emanah, the City of Justice, the 
City of Faith, in place of the Ir Ha-damim, the City of Blood, built upon the pride 
of blood and upon glory drenched in the blood of the conquered, the despoiled and 
the slain. These reckless adventurers of Power, who have put all ethics, all science 
and all religion in the service of a design for Power, who have made all ethics re­
lative to tribal temperament and national interests and only Power, absolute, who 
have forced upon civilian life the discipline, the dumb obedience, the drill, the bar­
rack room, the court martial, the censor, the espionage system, the whole code, com­
plex and outlook of the military, and, by so doing, have destroyed civilian life com­
pletely, these present-day heirs of the tradition of Ishmael-the "Pere Adam," the 
Wild Man, "whose hand is against every man and every man's hand is against 
him," these heirs of the traditions of Esau, the Hairy Man, the "Ish Tzayid," who 
sees life only as the hunter sees the hunted, and who delights "to live by his sword," 
-these abhor and dread the tradition of Jacob, the "Ish Tam," the man seeking per­
fection through rational and moral pursuits, "Yoshev Ohalim," content to live in the 
peaceful tents of work and study, devoted to the greatness of morals instead of the 
morals of greatness ... 

And understanding this-and understanding further that they must now be­
come the active trustees of this classic tradition of civilization-they will, along with 
all other men of good will, feel themselves challenged. They will not be ashamed or 
cast down. They will face their world without fear or apology. They will not seek 
the world s approval-only God's. They will not be afraid of hostile voices-only of 
their own voice when silenced in fear. The insolence and naked impudicity of the 
heathens who rage will never humiliate them, only their own apostasy, back-sliding 
and fear. They will try to be worthy of their great hour of testing! 

For each young heart will say: I stood with Abraham in his lonely vigil and read 
the destiny of my people in the stars. With Isaac I built the altar of a patriarch's stern 
faith and ultimate sacrifice. At Jabbok's ford I learned to wrestle through the night 
with the dark angel of despair and to wrest a blessing at the break of dawn. With 
Joseph I dreamt the dream of sheaves and stars and climbed the steps from a dun­
geon's pit to a prince's throne. I wandered with Moses, an alien prince among an 
alien people. Unshod, I knelt with him before a vision in the wilderness, and from 
within the inextinguishable fires of God I heard the Voice summoning to duty and 
freedom. I saw the lightnings and the clouds, and heard the thunder roll around Mt. 
Sinai, and witnessed the everlasting covenant between my people and its God. I 
learned how to suffer and hunger in long and weary marches to reach a promised 
land. I was with Joshua fighting at Gibeon, and with Deborah by the waters of 
Megiddo, when the stars in their courses fought against Sisera. I stood with the blind 
Samson in his agony, and heard the wild cry of his desperate courage as he pulled 
down the temple over the Philistines. I heard Samuel admonish his people to remain 
free, and not to reject God by enslaving themselves to a king. I listened to the harp 
of the shepherd king, David and saw the great king cowering before the righteous 
wrath of the prophet, and bowing in contrition before the majesty of the overarching 
Law of God. I prayed with Solomon in the Temple which he dedicated as a House 
of Prayer for all peoples, and I learned of a God Whom Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens, cannot contain, and Whose compassion extendeth to all, even to the 
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stranger who cometh out of a far country. 
I marched with the resolute band of the prophets who came to destroy old 

worlds and to build new ones. I shuddered at the wrath of their spirit as they lashed 
out against oppression and injustice, against false gods and gilded idols, against blind 
lt=!aders and lying prophets. I warmed at their infinite compassion for the weak, the 
denied, and the wronged. From them I learned the nature of Mission and what a 
raging fire within one's bosom and unfulfilled mandate of God may become. 

I wandered with my people by the slow-moving rivers of Babylon, and I heard 
their oath of deathless loyalty "If I forget Thee, 0 Jerusalem, may my right hand 
forget her cunning." I entered their humble and improvised synagogues, and I dis­
covered that prayer and devout study are beautiful, and as acceptable to God as the 
sacrifices of the priests in the Temple, and the songs of the Levites. 

I returned from captivity, and standing with those who rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem, I learned how a people can build upon ruins. I sat with the sages and 
scribes who piously taught and interpreted the word of God, and molded a people's 
reverence for its spirit enshrined in a timeless Book. I moved among the mountains 
of Judea, pulling down the heathen altars, with the lion-hearted sons of the Macca­
bees. I saw the miracle of a single cruse of spiritual oil inexhaustibly illumine the 
rededicated temple of their faith. I was the companion of the gentle Hillel who re­
vealed to me the whole of the Law in the single kernel of neighborly love; and of 
Akiba who knew how to inspire a revolution, defy an empire and die a martyr. 

And then into the long dark exile I wandered with my people, into many lands 
over which cross and crescent reigned, and I walked with them the weary highways 
of the world. I was with them when they drank deep out of the bitter chalice of 
pain, humiliation, cruelty, and hate. But never did I fail to sense the stress of their 
imperious vision, their pride of a great past, their hope of a greater future, their 
superb courage, their unflinching faith. Philosophers, poets and saints never failed 
them in the lands of their dispersion, and the light of their Torah was never ex­
tinguished. 

And then I saw the night lift and the dawn break; and into a reborn world, 
drenched with a new light of freedom and justice, I marched with them exaltingly. 
I heard the shackles fall from off their limbs. I saw the radiance of their emanci­
pated minds and hearts. I beheld them, mounting as on eagles, wings, rising to bless 
the world with matchless gifts of heart and mind in every field of human creation. 

And now I see the night descend again, and into the dark and the storm my 
people are wandering forth again. Shall I leave them now? Can I leave them now? 
Shall I part company with this immortal band? They have become too dear and 
precious to me. The urgency of their pilgrimage is now coursing thru my own blood 
too. Their beckoning shrine is now the shrine of my quest also. Like unto the first 
pilgrim, out of Ur of the Chaldees, I, too, seized by the hand of God, am listening to 
the Divine summons: "Get thee out of thy country ... and from thy father's house, 
unto a land which I will show thee ... and I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a 
bl 

. ,, 
essmg ... 
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Seeing Our Problem Against the 
Larger Background 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA has ceased to exist as an independent 
country and the situation has again changed for the worse. 

Hitler destroyed it. The Czech nation has been absorbed and 
politically obliterated within the Third Reich. Slovakia, too, is 
now a German procectorate. Thus the Nazi Government which 
in six short years has made stateless and homeless two million 
people, Jews and non-Jews, is now shattering the Ii ves and for­
tunes of hundreds of thousands of new victims in a conquered 
land which is non-German by race, and which until recently was 
a free and tolerant democracy. Another half million potential 
refugees, Jewish and non-Jewish, have been created overnight. 
All who had loved their country too dearly, and had resisted too 
loyally azi propaganda and penetration, all ·who belonged to a 
differing political faith, all who had fled from Germany to Czecho­
slovakia for refuge, and all Jews, and those who are declared to 
be Jews by the infamous uremberg race laws, are tonight marked 
and doomed men-they and their wives and their children. ~1any 
are already in concentration camps. Many more are on their 
way there, to taste the savage brand of Nazi sadism and .. Schreck­
lichkeit." 

A veritable man-hunt is on. No one will escape. The borders 
are closed. The occupation of Czechoslovakia was as swift and 
unexpected as was that of Austria. There was no chance of 
escape. Men are trapped. The March horrors of Vienna are 
tonight being reenacted in Prague. ~f any are committing suicide. 
Frightened people are seeking temporary sanctuary in the con­
sulates and legations of foreign nations. The notorious and 
well-oiled Nazi routine of expropriation and confiscation, of rob­
bing men of their businesses and possessions, and driving them 
from their positions and professions, is in full swing. When that 
process is completed, another half million or more of "plundered, 
profaned and disinherited" human beings will be cast out as 
human debris upon the mercy of the world. 

[2J 
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Close upon the heel of this disa ter come the ne of further 
anti-Jewish l gislation in Hungary. Hungary ha now ab orbed 
one of the dismembered parts of Czechoslovakia-Ruthenia­
which has a sub tantial Jewi h population. fany J w of Hun­
gary will be forced to emigrate a a result of the new lcgi lation 
which sharply restrict, and in many in tance, completely de troys 
their opportunities to earn a living. 

Likewi e during this week, Gr at Britain, f llowing the break­
down of the London Round Table Conference, announc cl its own 
tentative !Jlan lor 1>alestine. By th term of this plan, Jewish 
immigration into Palestine will be reduced to an average ot some 
fifteen thousand a year lor the next five years. Jew · had hoped 
that Palestine would serve as a ready and welcoming haven for 
the va t number of homel ss refugees from all parts of Europe. 
Palestine is capaule of ab orbing a hundred thou and new inuni­
grant a year. U nJer the terms of the l\1andate. Great Britain 
had undertak n LO facilitate Jewi h immigration into that coun­
try and to a sist in the upbuilding of the J ewi h ational Home­
land. It is now contemplated drastically to reduce J ewi h immi­
gration in order to in ·ure that the Jews shall forever remain a 
minority in Palestine. 

Thus, at a time when a tragic and oven helming catastrophe 
has overtaken the Jewrie of Europe., forcing myriad · of them to 
wand r forth in search of new homes. the door to their own 
national homelam1 a1·e to he steadily closed to them. The ame 
wrong-headed and bankrupt Briti h foreign policy of unilateral 
appea ·emen t, which has been re pon ible for the di ·m mber­
mcnt and annihilation of the brave and gallant little democracy 
in Central Europe, is now visiting a similar fate upon the J wish 
Homeland in Palestine. In both cases, terrorism and law le ness 
have been rewarded, and loyalty, labor and law have been flouted 
and betrayed. 

The prospect for millions of our people in Europe today seems 
hopeless indeed. But our hi tory know no hopeles ness. We 
have passed through the deep, dark waters many time before. 
We are an ancient people. Thirty-five centuries have hardened us. 
\\Te have learned how to draw strength from danger and defeat. 
In every testing hour of our history, in every time of wrath, we 
found our sure and strong defense in a reinforced loyalty and 
solidarity, in great love and ready acrifice. And above all, in 
confident faith in the Guardian of Israel who neither sleepeth 
nor slumbereth: 

"My flock was scattered for want of a shepherd, and became 
food for all the beasts of the field; my flock wandered over all the 
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mountains and over every high hill; my flock was scattered over 
all the face of the earth, with none to seek or search for them .... 

"Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, here am I, and I will 
seek and search for my flock. As a shepherd searches for his 
flock on a day of whirlwind, when his sheep are scattered, so will 
I search for my flock; and rescue them from all the places to which 
they have been scattered, on the day of clouds and thick darkness.'' 

The tragic fate which has now overtaken Czechoslovakia 
should make it clear to all men that the organized attack upon 
the Jewish people in many parts of Europe is not an isolated 
phenomenon, to be explained in and by itself, hut rather part of 
a larger sinister design. It is part of a major offensive, along the 
entire front, not alone against the rights of all minorities, hut 
against the rights and independence of all smaller nations. 
Imperialism is on the march again in Europe-and in that part 
of Europe which has always been the bloody arena of rival 
imperial ambitions. Minorities and small stales are pawns in 
this desperate and infamous game of empire. They are first 
enmeshed in a web of scandalous intrigue, conspiracy and propa­
ganda, and then ruthlessly and cynically sacrificed to power 
politics. Tl1e smaller states, which lie across the path of expand­
ing empire, are systematically disrupted from withm, disintegrated 
and then absorbed. 

In this skillfully elaborated technique of disruption, anti­
Semitism has served as one of the handiest and most effective 
weapons. Anti-Semitism of the post-war era in Europe has been 
purely political and governmental. It is neither religious nor 
racial. It is not the attitude of peoples but the incitement of 
politicians and Fascist adventurers and agents of imperial 
intrigue. The racism of the Nazis was only a grotesque fa~ade 
for a cunning and conscienceless political strategy by which to 
divide the German people, discredit liberalism and democracy 
and disrupt the German Republic. Since their coming to power, 
the Nazis have consistently employed anti-Semitism to confound 
the political life of those countries which they have marked down 
as stepping stones in the imperial expansion program of the Third 
Reich. By means of it, they succeed in destroying their demo­
cratic forms of government. They sow discord and disunion 
among their people and undermine their power of resistance to 
Nazi aggression. 

Some of the smaller nations and minority groups of Europe 
beguiled themselves into believing that it was only the Jewish 
minority which would be singled out for persecution and destruc­
tion. They were immune. Some of them even introduced 
within their own borders some of the anti•Semitic tactics and 
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practices of Berlin, and consented to act as Nazi marionettes. 
They erred grievously. They should J1ave taken warning from 
the Nazi persecution of the Jews. When the elementary rights 
of one minority group are flouted with impunity, the rights of 
all minority groups are endangered. When Jaw is denied to one, 
tyranny is likely to overtake all. When there is no respect for the 
inalienable rights of men or religions or races which. are too weak 
to defend themselves, there will be no respect for the inalienable 
rights of nations which are too weak to defend themselves. 
Hitler, the arch anti-Semite, has now finally revealed him elf in 
his true colors as the arch-enemy of all minority groups and small 
nations in Europe. The rape of Czechoslovakia is part of the 
same outrageous scheme of power politics and empire-building as 
is the robbing and looting of the Jewish group in Germany, and 
the shameless exploitation of anti-Semitism. 

The Jewish problem in Europe is thus bound up with the 
whole problem of the protection of the rights of minorities and 
of smaller nations. It is part of the problem of collective security 
in the world. It is also bound up with th.e classic ideals of 
liberty, peace and brotherhood., whose progress has been so 
sharply interrupted in our day. Wben this progress will be 
resumed it is difficult to say. Hard and desperate days lie ahead 
for mankind-for Jews and non-Jews alike The forces of reac­
tion and blackest tyranny are triumphantly on the march .. 
Democracy has suffered one severe defeat after another. The 
League of Nations lies shattered and discredited at our feet. The 
free spirit of man stands shaken and frightened today in a dazed 
and apocalyptic mood, as if awaiting some crash of doom. 

But though our hearts are heavy and our minds perplexed, 
we should not despair. We should try to understand our age 
against the background of the ages. We should endeavor to 
appraise our present hour in terms of what has gone before. In 
so doing, we shall gain perspective, confidence and courage. 

What seems like Armageddon at first, is in reality but another 
bitter skirmish in the age-old and irrepressible conflict between 
the religious and moral traditions of mankind, as represented in 
Judaism and Christianity, symbolized in the concepts of law, 
freedom, peace, brotherhood and the inviolable rights of man­
and the indurate traditions of paganism symbolized in the con­
cepts of power, state idolatry, autocracy, militarism, conquest 
and war. 

The outcome of this conflict cannot be in doubt. Man, 
though frequently yielding to fear, pressure and panic, will not 
permanently submit himself to intellectual and spiritual serfdom, 
however great the deceptions and beguilements which a cynicaJ 
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government, bent upon power, will through a thousand and one 
forms of propaganda, practice upon him. In the long run, man 
will accept no substitutes for the autonomy of his spirit and the 
sovereign freedom of his questing and adventuring mind. Man 
does not wish to be a robot, or the blind instrument of some usurp• 
ing state bureaucracy. Man wants freedom and dignity and a 
sense of personal and inherent worth. There is also something 
in man which at long last revolts against the mystic adoration of 
force, the everlasting brandishing of fists and against national 
and racial chauvinjsm and exhibitionism. There are deeper 
sources of human inspirations whence well up irrepre si bly the 
redemptive power of compassion, love and good-will, the ideals 
of human solidarity, justice and peace. 

Mankind will sooner or later return to these classic ideals of 
civilization. We are not at the end of a way, at the edge of a 
wilderness, but on a long broken detour. \Ve shall return to 
the golden highway. But this return will not come about auto­
matically and as a matter of course, but only as the result o[ the 
patient labor and the heroic faith or those people who, in spite 
of the world's vast turmoil, still think witlt a minimum oi bias 
and feel with a maximum of self-restraint-· who have lost neither 
their vision nor their perspective, who are conscious both of their 
strength and of their mission, and who are determined to carry 
on, even as a saving remnant, in the e times of spiritual crisis 
and tribulation. Upon these people, working faithfully each in 
his sphere, to preserve the pr1ecious values of a free society, rests 
today the ultimate salvation of our world. 

There are periods in human history when condition become so bad and problems so involved and seemingly impo • ible of 
solution, that whole generations are seized with a desire to escape. 
lvlen begin to yearn for some distant hermitage of tranquillity from which the urgencies and anxieties of a distant world would 
be excluded and wherein all life would be beautifully simplified. 
Here and there an individual may free himself from the coils and involvements of his day and age and find sequestered peace 
in some isle of ease. For the millions of men, this is quite 
impossible. There is no running away. There is no peaceful valley to which the masses of mankind can retire, and, amidst 
peace and pleasant labor, live unhurried and unharassed lives, 
sa ,·oring all the loveliness of existence. 

It is only out of the hard and bitter realities of life, through 
struggle and suffering, by means of hard planning and building, 
slowly and with many heart-breaking setbacks, that men can construct a cleaner and lovelier order of life for them elves and 

.. 
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for their children. For all men of spirit this age should be a 
challenge, not a disillusionment, or a de pair. 

We Jew , especially, should learn to ee our problem against 
the background of the entire world's problem, and al o against 
the background not of the last few year , but of generations, nay 
centuries. We are bearing today a double load of the burdens 
which all free men are bearing. :Frequently that has been our 
fate in the past. It is our cro s and our crown and our immor­
tality. Perhaps it is the key to our strange destiny so underlaid 
with grandeur and with pain. We never uccumbed, and as long 
as we remain faithful to the God Who e name and nature our 
seers revealed to mankind, as long a we erve Him in imple 
truth, in justice, in love and in sacrifice, dealing our bread to the 
hungry, bringing the poor that are cast out to our home , and 
ati fying the affiicted soul, so long will light ever ri e in our 

darkness, and the gloom shall be a the noonday .... 

For u Jew , too, thi age of urge and thunder, of uffering 
and menace, hould be a compelling and undeniable challenge, 
not a di illu ionment or a despair. 

Af arch I8, z939. 
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A Work of Patriotism 
IY RAHi JONAH I . WISE 

Notional Chairman 

United Jewish Appeal lo, Refugees and Overseas Needs 

I W T to p ak to •ou toni ht about th gr at ta k whi h men an 
m n and women of th J i h faith have undertaken. The ta k i done 

t the ommand of religion that reli ion common to all men and worn n 
in the United tat wheth r th he of Prote tant Catholi or J wi h 
origin. It i don o that ther \l ill b reatcr justi c in the world. 

We r ad in D ut ronom , Chapt r 15, erse 7: 

If there be among •ou a ne d man one of thy brethren 
within an of thy gate in th land which the LORD thy 
God gi eth th thou halt not h rden thy heart nor hut 
th ' hand from th r n dy brother; but thou halt urely open 
thy hand unto him, and halt ure1 lend him ufficient for 
hi need in th t whi h he want th. 

In thi pirit we ha tri d to pr id f r m om n and hildr n who 
ha e been e iled from urope nd h , a milli n and million ha e don 
before, turn d their face to thi ountr for that n w life which i th 
e ence of our demo r . Thi ork i bein done b the ation l Refu e 

r ic . I cannot 0 o into it in d tail but I an ay hat it i more than a 
charity. It i a ~ rork of patrioti m on th part of Am rican citizen . It 
take the n w omer who would other i b a problem to the g n nl 
polity of our ountry and a um re pon ibilit for them. I know of no 
more patriotic program in thi impor ant field and I know of none that 
ha been u tain d with higher pirit and with rcat r to our ountr '. 

THE ond ben ficiar r f th nit d ppeal i Pal tin ·. 
Tho who turn to the Ea t in re er n recolle tion of th land of 

Holy Writ of the Prophet , of the ing r in I rael and of Je u are among t 
the great patriot of our land. Pale tine toda offer a r fug and h v n 
to o many thou and of our di tre ed brethren that it eem a ain to b 
to tho e e ca ping from Egyptian bondage a "Promi ed Land." Zioni t nd 
non-Zioni t are gi ing generou I to upport and u tain a program of 



civilized dev lopment and reclamation of a ountry hi h t~ cnty ·car 
a o eemed barren and a hopele s a ce. It i to the redit of the Jew wh 
have ettlcd and worked there that out of the ro k urface .rnd thin oil of 
Pale tine a land promi in to flow with milk and h ne ., ha b gun to grow. 
The United Pale tine Appeal find mean fr m the ph ' i al ·harity and 
the intellectual generosity of all hade of Jc, ·i h opinion to a i t in thi 
ivilized proces and thereby to bring u or to diou Jnd an<l thou .ind 

who would other i e be omplctcly homcle w.mdcrcr up n the fJ e of 
the earth. 

T HE Joint Distribution Committee ha toiled unremittingly in c 1914 
to relie e di tre and to create hope for m1lli n of our fcllm ' Jew and 

for non-Jew , fir t in Ea tern Europe and in Pale tine, .md no,v, be .iu c 
of the war, throughout the world. Its mean arc limited but it ideals ar 
Mes iianic. We almo t eem to be facing the it uation des ribcd i1 Dcut ·ro­
nomy, Chapter 15, Vere I 1: 

For the poor ha1l ne er case out of the l:rnd • therefore I 
command thee, aying:· 'Thou h~1J surel open thy hmd 
unto thy poor and needy brother in th a J ., 

Let those ho feel that they are too wea k to help remember dut t1 t 
me k redeem the earth, that tho ho abate th •ir judgmcn of the politi ­
cal problems, the conomic problem and chc thco ogic.1l problems whi h 
di tre humanity and offer their wliolc t the poor and n • d ' ;ire ju t tho c 
me I by whom all humanity will be redeem d. 

The three organization I ha e told y u Jbout nly in the mo t gener~ 1 
" ray. They mu t ha e their pla c in the pre cnt thinl in,. of all humane 
men and women a they haYc earned their place in the histor ' of humanity. 

The e are noble cau e . These are the fulfillment of meri ·an ideal and 
of Jewi h hope . They carr out the mandate of religion, the tea hing of 
the Prophet and the behc t of Je u . ertainly a Amcri an , a Jew or 
a hristian e mu t rally to tho e who ha e undertak n thi er ice and 
help them to provide means to carry it forward. 

A I it here looking at this microphone a • mb l of how hi h our 
ci ilization can a ·pir to el vate it mcchani through it mind; a I it 
here looking at Thomas Mann, a symbol of how hi h our ci ilization may 
a pire to elevate it flesh through the spirit, I realize that he i her to plead 
for help for tho e who ha e allied themsel ve with the piritual and the 
hopeful of humanity. 



The Dangers Facing 
Democracy 

BY THOMAS MANN 

THI ountry ha an earn t d ire to find th truth behind the new 
co learn the "in ide tor • ' of mom ncou ,·cnt ; it ev n ha institu­

tions olcly devoted to the e. po ure of forei n propa anda.-W ell then 
hat i the in ide tcr ., of anti- emiti m? For, let none of my li tener 

de i ve him elf. thi spe ial form of racial hatred do not confine itself 
to he un pea] ~ b) horror which it is p rp trating on a scale putting all 
pr •viou atro itie • n the hade. h, no the anti- miti m of today, the 
·tn:amlin d, arcifi ial anti- miti m f our t • h1 i al a e is no end in 
it ,lf; it i nothin but rrcnch to un ere r bit b r bit the hole machin­
ery of our ci ilization. Or, to u e an up-to-d e imile: Anti- emiti m i 
like a hand-grenade to d o er tl1e wall to work ha o and confu ion in 
the camp of d mo r cy. Th:l!t is it real and nuin purpo e. 

\X'ho ay o. I it my own theor , ? Oh, no. I quote only. \X'h the chi f 
in ti ators of \Vorld anti- emiti m them e1 openly boa t of their cun­
nm d vice : ho r to di rupt tron nations by makin them ((Je -con­
cious" and thereby for ~tful of d mo ratic con i nee. To them anti­

miti m and nationali mar nothing but er u eful tools in their a temp 
to onquer the world by (borin from within". L t us look at their tech­
nique for a moment. 

It work in a t ofold way, makin friend , unm kin en mic . Fir t of 
all anti-Semitism appeal to tho ~aet hcd p opl •ho in ord r o feel 
bigg r, must cru h oth r under th ir h el. I hear th m a in to them­
el e : \ I may be a nobody but, at lea t I'm not a Je ! So I am omething 

- omething nobl ! - nti- mi i m, I maintain i the mob' substitute 
for nobility. 

To those, ho ever, who ar ar and a ham d of r cial hatred, the arch-
educers peak: uwhy bother about all this e gger ted calk"-so they say 

-"of persecution, d portation and starvation? Thi is not your busines ! 



Let the Jews"-so they say-"look out for them el e • don t rou int rf re 

lest you come to grief your el c ! Le v th Jew to u , . nd we promi c 

to leave you alone. ' 

BEW AR of u h talk! TI1e p pl of urop \Yerc tr pped th t way 

only to di co er later chat the on lau ht a . in t th Jew w but th 

starting signal for a encral dri e against the ry f undati n of hri -

tianity. That humanitarian creed for ,hich ar f r v r ind be d to th 

people of the Holy Writ originated in the old 11cditcrran an world. ~ h .. t 

we are witne ing today i nothing el e than the e , r re urr n r It of 

unconquered pagan in~ tin t prot tin again t the re tric ion impo d 

by the Ten Commandment. The Jc, of Middl urope had the mi for­

tune, as livin e, ponent of thi old Medit rrane.rn ' ulture t arn th 

wrath of the younger Nordics fir t. 

The Jewi h cau e i , therefore no a Je i h qu tion al ne. I am a 

gentile myself, and I up port the nit d Je i h pp al be . u I know 

from bitter e "perience that the flame in which the Jew burn , will no 

stop at hi take, but wiH I. p the urroundin hou c . c 11.111 .. 11 p ri h 

if w are not on the alert to qu n h the flan c • bcfor it i too Lt . Thi 

fir is a fateful a that confl . ra ion of hi h th G rmani 

"Mu pili' or The Twili ht of th Pa ,~ n l . Let u hop that thi n ~ 

Twilight vill not bring about the pagan god's re urrcction but ,i]l be 

followed by Dawn-le . us pr:ii-r th, t the mart rdom of the a iour' p oplc 

may turn into al ation for a whole uffering world. 



An Appalling Chaple~ 
in History 

BY THE MOST REVEREND 
BERNARD J. SHEIL 

Bishop of Chicago 

W -; ,Yho po the tr a ure of peace annot con id r ourselve a 
un on crned pectator in the drama that i being enacted in Europ 

coda •. care of one mind and one heart in our olemn determination that 
w hall not be drawn into the reat confli t that ha plac d million of 
men under arm and brou ht untold ufferin and de truction to lar 
number of civilian . But in our det rmination to remain neutral, we an­
not remain indiff rent to the di tre and the tra ed of innocent men 
women and hildr n who e home ha. been de tro red and who li 
have 6 en uprooted. A Am ri an e ha ne r failed to tend the hand 
of :mpathy and om.fort to the 1 ictim of di a ter be they of war famine 
.1rthquakc or di a e, nor hav we in the pa turned a id from the plea 

for a i tance from the i tim of racial or 1·eli iou intolerance. 
The ' th v1 um are b ndic nt and con cructi e orker ho 

labor have ontributcd greatly to the welfare nd culture of their nation . 
ome of them are hining ligh in law in medicine, in art in literature 

in cicn e. The are brilliant cholar who fame and achievement are 
known and revered throughout the learned world. AB thee b the thou­
.rnd with all their earthl , p e ion confi ated are e iled from th 

land •hich h. be n their ancc tral horn for centurie . They are set adrift 
upon the hi h ea not knowing here they can find a ha en of peace and 
e urity for th ir Teary racked bodie their cru hed, bl ding hearts their 

tortured mind . What wonder if thousand of them ha e died of expo ure. 
hun r and di a e. hat onder if thou and of them ha been crushed 
und r the grinding weight of tragic despair becau e they could ee no star 
of hope hining in their darkened ky. 

I all the sad bitter tor of man's inhumanity to man few chapt r. 
are more appalling than the ene of cold calculating unbridled cruclt 

now pa in before our e e of which the Je\\ ish people are innocent un-



provoked vi tim . The heart that i not profoundl r m vcd b , ·ntim nt 

of grief, of 1mpath ' and ompa ion th ight of thi ha tly ru ifi . i n 

of a great ancient and cultured p opl i dead t .111 th n bler impul of 

ci ilized man. When the red, inh rent, od- .. ivcn ri h f human 

nature ar tramp] d und doot b ·ag pitile ·hen 

ever high and cnnoblin c nccpt of r Ii i n, f ivilinti n nd humanit ' 

corned cond mned and de pi d b godl , up tar t rant drunk •ith 

unlimited po er, th whol tructure of ci ili7cd life i ndan r d. 

T H itua ion which no , onfronr u i n t, th refor , pr blcm f r 

the Jcr alon . It i a problem hi h no l d • ply on crn ath li "· 
Prote tant and men of good will v r wher . c nnot behold , ·ith Id 
unconcern the uffering the mi fortune the ruthl per c uti n f our 

fellow m n without trea on t th hi he t and holi t pr cp 

ithout abdicatin our manhood tulrif •in our rca n . nd d ·ha in ur 

charact r. A th rea Lincoln e pr· ed it: "Tho who c re not f r th 

liberty and h. ppin of other de r e n t lib rt , and h ppin for th m-

clve and und r the pro idence of God they cannot l n nj , th m." 

But our immcdiat concern i. to provide the mean of life for the th u­

and perhap million, who ha e b "· n depri,, ed o cru 11 and unju tl , f 
very m an of u enan . What an be mor -I pcalin, than th a nizcd 

r of women and little children ho re hungry, cold, nJkcd nd helter-

le ? Women and hildren ·ho e aunt h ard fa and nu iat d 

bodi pl ad rith u more loqu ntl , than an word ;\'hi h hum, n lip 

may ever ha e the po r to utt r. 

My d ar J ~ •i h fri nd ' OU kn w mu h b t r han I that thi p1 ur 

i not the er a tion of a fcrtil im ination. lt i .1 rim tra ic 

realit ' · Man of ou have friend , r lati c and d ar nc b • nJ h ca 

who cannot ur ive unle peed r ome to th rn. 

The ringing omm nd of the e, , T tament a n 

i ued by th r t prophet of an i nt I rad. nFced th 

drink to the thir t . lothe ch nak d. helter th h mcl 

little gi e omethin of that little. If ou h vc mu h gi 

our abundan . , You are the one human hope of our or l 
brethren. If you fail them the mu t inevitabl peri h. 

My dear Jewi h friend c atholic an har with 

our de p angui h at the present drc. d hour. We too ha 

le 1gor u ly 

r . l C 
r Uh C 

nerou 1 f 

pre d blood 

1ou to the full 

our ppaHing 



refugee problem. We too have our millions of men and women who are the 
helpless and innocent victims of the ame t rrannic power as ourselves. 

Only the other day, testimony given before a Senate committee showed 
that: uUnles food, dothing and shelter arc provided for them within the 
ne t few month even million Pole must inevitably die of starvation 
and exposure." 

Children of the an ient blood of Abraham of Isaac of Jacob of Moses 
of David of I aiah, of Jeremiah and of Daniel, you have never turned a 
deaf ear to our di tres ed and oppre cd brethren in the pa t. By all your 
acred tradition b all your holy memorie of the illustrious past which 

our you ill not fail our persecuted tar in brethren of today. 
I am happy to ndorse the acti ities of the United J wi h Appeal for 

Refugees and O r a eeds becau e it repre nt a far-r aching, y tematic 
plan of rehabilitation, relief and resettlement which will mean ne life and 
ne homes for many thousand in the distre ed area of Europe. 

The activiti of the three organization compri ing the United Je ish 
ppeal are so humane their purpose so, high and their va1ues so noble that 
mericans can do no less than participate in fullest mea ure in the ork 

now going forward wherever human jus ic h been throttled. 



Building A "Maginot Line" 
of Campassion 

BY RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

National Chairman 

United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs 

M Y mall n, tion and minorit • r up b ·c..id • th· Jew , arc to<l.1 ' 

met by h ame watcr-cour e and . r drinkin° f the am· bitter 

'.lt r f p r ecution. The Je~ of meri .1 ar n I n~ •r the onl ' ones 

who ar faced ith the nece i • f pr \' idin relief for th ·i r brothct 

.1broad. For some time no • both tholi nd Prote t.rnt in rhc nitcd 

c. t have had to do the am thin° for th member f their f 1i hs who 

utf r in azi Germany. lore rcccndy, invaded :rnJ w. r-r.l\'ag d I obnd 

~md Finland ha e b en comp lled to ap ";11 to the t-cn ·r u hc.u f 

m rica for public loan and pri . t relic aid. l us a 'Omm n f c who 

ha brought me. surele s tr gedy to count1 • h mun b •in , , rcgardlc of 

th ir ra e or r cd, ha finaU united m n of od w ·11, of ,1ll r.1 an I 

reed , in the common ta k of hun an re cue ~1nd u ' r. \v' • 11.1 'e b omc 

allies in a mini try of love, to the denied and the di po ,c 1.:<l of th' ;1rtl1, 

, 'ho can sur i e only because of our a i ve comp.1 i n for hem, and ·h 

will lin to hop onl r a long a their faith in our hum.miry i ju tificd. 

Through them terial help rh.ch e di patch to ur fdl v hum.m b ·in s 

~ 'ho h e been b atcn in b dy and harrowed in pirit, who luvc lo t their 

horn s, po e ion and care r , or wh ar hun r , hounded .ind ·il ·d , 'C 

are a ing to them: tcBe tron and of good ouragc! You Juve n t been 

forgotten! 1illion of loyal hear th world O\ er bctt with l , c and li-

itud for ' u! our d· of 'indi a i n and re titution 1~ ur • t omd' 

W E who are rai in or ontributin o relief fund at thi time in 

order c a ist the victim of aggression, tyrann :md intolerance 

abroad are doing much more th n e tendin help co m n v omen and 

hildren in th ir dark hour of need, and in o doin , are a umin our ele­

m ntary and ine capable hum n re pon ibiliti s. In a pr f under en e we 

are building dikes against the flood of spiritual anar h which i ngulfing 

our world. \Ve are throwing up a Maginot Line of human ompas ion 



aero s the path of an invasion which has been threatening the very char­
acter of our civilization and the whole spiritual life of man. Increa ingly, 
callousnes to human wrong and suffering, and unconcern with the break­
down of standards of human decency ha vc pread among the peoples of the 
earth. A sel:fi h and comfor able attitude of detachment and non-involve­
ment in the sufferings of a riven and menaced world ha steadily manifested 
itself in our mid t. Spiritual isolationi m has grown into a far graver threat 
to ci ilization than economic isolationism. The common bond of humanity 
is in danger of being snapped-that mysterious piritual cord of human 
ympathy, the quick and loyal respon e of one man,s pity to another man's 
uffering, the sen e of moral outrage at the ight of wanton human cruelty. 

This moral aloofness and indifference of our times are far more erious than 
the spread of dictatorship, for they pell the doom of any hope or any effort 
vcr to free mankind from the cure of dictatorship. Such hopes and effort 

are nourished only by the spiritual nature of man, by hi strong en e of 
h 1man solidarity, and by the compelling mandates of brotherhood and 
reciprocity. "It is through fraternity that liberty is aved'>, declared Victor 

Hu o. Even political and economic isolationism have proved vain and 

dangerou doctrines in our day. Spiritual isolationism would completely 
fra mentizc our world, and reduce it to l1opeless anarchy. 

THE great national relief appeal which are 'being made in our country 

today, such as the United Jewi h Appeal in behalf of uffering human­

ity, are encouraging evidence of strong opposite tendency, of a firm 
re olve on the part of men and women who are still free, to strengthen the 

common bond of humanity, to fortif ti e pirit of universal ympathy and 

interdependence, and to reintegrate the hattered spiritual life of the world. 

Wh rcas other voices-hard and cruel voice -are houting into the con­

fu ion of our day, words of di i ion, of hate threat and abu e, words 

freighted with the mi chie ous con eit of upcrior and inf rior peopl s of 

master and slave races, or with the dark doctrines of clas struggle, purge 

and liquidations, the voice of our humanitarian relief appeals, uch as the 

United Jewish Appeal, is the till mall voice-but withal the eternal and 

undeniable voice-of unity of lo e and healing, of brotherhood, freedom 
and human equality. And as long a that voice remains un ilenced amidst 

the sound and fury of our world so long will there be hope for a redeemed 
humanity. 



Life has be n p ni ul rly hard in the la t f w ar on m.1ll n:1ti n .md 
minorit • group . Th ' ar the fir t v· tim h rev r and h n v r th 
law of force bani he the law of ju ti . Th J wi h p pl in , ' J 

th fir t to feel the blow of law le t .. t iol n . II kind 
and dee itful rea on were in ented to ju tif th m rtal wron whi h .,._. r 
being perpetrated upon this hclp1 minorit '. A tuall cher . but one 
re son-a oth r mall n tion and minorit roup w r n to le.un-
the total br akdown of the r ign of lav in th hc.ut of urop , nd th • 
enthronement of th rci n of lawle m n. In quick u ion th p pl 
of Au tria Cz ho lo akia Albania Pobnd, and n ,-., Finland ha vc be n 
made to feel the fL ii and whip of thi ni al nd outr cou bwl n 

ur 0 UR national r Ii f fund in them 1 ann t of 
the in ·piable crime again t men nd nation , but th 

phetic of a pa ionate re ol e on th par of m n , ho h. v refu 
urrender their piritual heri tagc of dignit and fre dom that me da ' 

these hall b topped,, that ome day aggre ion and t r nn shall • a e 
that ome day racial and r ligiou minoritie ball be pro c t d from de -
poliation and that ome da ei-ery hi tori pcopl • lull be nfirm d in 
it national and political inh r "tan c. 

Three gr at cau ar er ed b our Unit d J 1i h Appeal. Fir , through 
the Joint Di tribution Commi tc , f d rai11 n , • he1 r and m di .11 ar 
ar as far a po ible pro ided for men women nd hildren in th 1 r r­
ridden and hate-ri en ar a of C ntral and Ea t rn urop . nd wh ·r er 
po ible, assi tance i gi en to refug e to emi rate and to find n ~ horn . 

ondly, through the ational R fu 7 CC r i , help i ·tended t th c 
who come to our own hore o .. dju t them el ' a qui kl 
the American wa of life nd to n, bl them to put , t th 
ountry whate er ability gift and talent th , ma po e - nd man 

of them are richl , endow d and will mak alu ble ontribution to th lif 
of America. Finall through the nitcd P I in ppcal a i tan e i 

7 j en to th rebuilding of th land of I ra l a , new horn land for an 
ancient people, long deni d a national home. Pal tin , in the la few 
year has been the large t ha en of r fu e for Jew who h be n dri en 
out upon the dark and broken road of e ·il . For decade nov and mor 
e pecially in the la t f e ear J w ha e been building in th ir anc tral 
home a new and noble c nter of lif and ulture. The ha e been 
building there upon the ruins of age planting flouri hing colonic amid t 



the rack and de olation of the enturies and founding towns and me 
where the waste and drear wilderne s once stretched. Five hundred thou­
and Jews have already found a new home there, and a new life and hope. 

In the nigh universal black-out for mankind generally, and for our 
people particularly, the noble causes which are served by the United Jewish 
Appeal are bright lamps in the dark which tell that life is still going on in 
the heart of the darkness, and that the creative mind and heart of I rael 
are still bent upon their eternal ta k , unbroken and undefeated. They are 
grateful reminder that we have not resigned our elves to the triumph of 
the new barbari m. Neither mankind in it quest for freedom, and a kindly 
way of life, nor I rael in its que t for freedom and the right to live, has 
reconciled itself to defeat. The darkness is here, of course, gross and almost 
impenetrable, but within that darkness still burn the inextinguishable 
fires of God. 
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