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NOTES
Sunday Morning Lecture, May 9, 1548

THE AMERICAN CENTURY
How Will the United States Uge its Great Power
in the Twentieth Century?
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Part of the exciting story of man on earth are the moments of discovery
and invention which suddenly open up new worlds heretofore closed to him, For
long stretches of time, the human race carries on from generation to genera-
tion, in a changeless routine of habits and conventions, convinced that
that is how things have always been, and must always be, Suddenly a break-
through ocecurs, of so novel and revolutionary a nature, that it compels &
complete reshuffling of all the inherited ideas and judgments. Ancient dykes
give way to a flood of new insights and speculations, A new day begins for
mankind,

The discovery of the New World was such a break-through, The revival
of learning in the fifteenth century was another, The invention of printing,
the new astronomy of Copernicus, the coming of the steam-engine, and the
discovery of electricity were break-throughs, Heavier-than-air aviation and
nuclear fission were major break-throughs in our day.

Political revolutions like the American and French Revolutions of the
eighteenth century, and the Russian Revolution of the twentieth shake the
very foundations of long established societies, Thereafter the world is never
the same again, A new order emerges,

In the history of the Jewish people, such political break-throughs
occurred from time to time, The Exodus from Egypt was such a break-through,
It ended four centuries of slavery., It began Israel's career as a nation,
Everything in the life of the people of Israel dates from the Exodus,

Centuries later, the return from the Babylonian exile and the restoration

of Judea, exactly twenty-five hundred years ago this year, proved to be another

break-through. When Cyrus "the great," king of Persia, who had conquered

Babylon and became the ruler of the largest empire the world has ever seen,




made a proclamation throughout his empire: "Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia:

'All the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord, the God of heaven, given me, and
He hath charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah,
Whosoever there is,among you of all His people, the Lord his God be with him,

o KLV (A% helfe S
let him go up!'" Isrdel was then given a new lease on life., It was saved fram

extinction, The prophet of that exile likened the rebirth of the nation,
which the proclamation of Cyrus made possible, to the creation of a new heaven
and a new earth, Cyrus was hailed as the messiah, the anointed of the Lord,
who ushered in this new day for the people of Israel,

When after many centuries of outcast existence and persecution in
Earope, civil rights were granted to the Jews of France by the French
Revolution in September, 1791, another historie break-through took place, It
opened up a new era for the Jews of Western Burope, The ideas of liberty,
equality, and fraternity for all men, which were the ideals of the French
Revolution, carried with them the implication of equal rights for Jews also,
The march of the armies of France into neighboring countries and the later
victories of Napoleon, began a process of the steady enfranchisement of all
Jews in Western Europe,

The establishment of the State of Israel fifteen years ago was another
such break-through, It marked a decisive turning point in our history, The
tremendous consequences of this break-through only the future will fully reveal,

But already it is clear that a new day has begun for our people, An
inner revolution has taken place in the lives of our people everywhere -- a new
outlook, fresh new attitudes towards life, a rediscovered dignity, a new
confidence and pride,

I shall not dwell long this evening on what the State of Israel has




achieved since its establishment or what it has meant to our people the world
over, The record is clear, and he who runs may read it,

These fifteen years have been tremendous years for our people in Israel,
glorious in planning, glorious in achievement, glorious in defense, No age in
Jewish history is quite comparable to it, 5o many fears have been proved
groundless, so many hopes have been exceeded, so many myths have been exploded.

These fifteen years have been years of testing. We had wrested from a
reluctant world the right to become once again a free and sovereign people in
its own home. Now it was up to us to demonstrate whether we possessed the
endowments for the new role in which we were now cast. The world, and we,
ourselves, waited to see whether the Jewish people possessed the capacity,
the courage, the perseverance which are requisite for the building of a state,
Through these fifteen years, the world and we, ourselves, witnessed with
mounting wonder and admiration the unfolding drama of a people's ingathering
and of a national reconstruction such as mankind had seldom, if ever, witnessed,

During these years Israel made good, and in & breath-taking way, on land,
on sea and in the air, in city, town, and village, in swamp and wilderness,
in schools and academies, in social services, in the revival of a language and
a literature, Israel also made good on the battlefield, to the amazement of
its friends and the confounding of its enemies, All this has filled us with
inestimable pride, It has been for us a rarer gift than the gold which we
have given to make its foundations strong.

But Israel knows and we know that its historic task is far from being

over, We know that these are dangerous and unpredictable times for all peoples,

They are likely to continue so for some time, Passions are running high in our

world, Dark tides are sweeping all around us, We all prayerfully hope that




forces of reason will come to prevail and the desperate efforts of nations to
preserve peace will succeed, But in the meantime, the cold war is bearing
down most heavily upon our defenseless people in many parts of the world,
Violent times are especially dangerous for minority groups, and even more so
for the Jewish group, which historically has suffered most in periods of
social, political, or economic unrest, Because Jews are almost everywhere,
they are always in the center of world events, and as the Rabbis put it, in
commenting upon the fate of our people at such times, when the stone falls
upon the vessel, the vessel is broken, and when the vessel falls upon the
stone, it is the vessel again which is broken.

The days to come will continue to make great demands upon Israel and
upon us., Israel will not be able to escape the political tensions and
pressures of the world of which it is a part, Grave danger lurks upon its

borders,

The matter of national security continues to be the major problem

which engrosses the attention of the government and the people of Israel.
They are surrounded by unreconciled and numerically superior hostile
neighbors whose leaders are repeatedly avowing their purpose to exterminate

‘éf};;;3153 Some of these neighbors, especially Egypt, have been receiving
heavy military equipment, the most modern weapons, as well as technical
military advice and training from the Soviet Union., The generous aid which
Egypt has been receiving from the United States, for non-military purposes,
to help its people whose standard of living is among the lowest in the
Middle East, has undoubtedly helped Nasser to divert much of his country's
revenues to military purposes,

Egypt has been employing German scientists -- erstwhile Nazis -- to




build Jet fighters and develop ground-to-ground rocket missiles, which are

intended, of course, to be used against Israel, and even more sinister :

unconventional weapons such as are banned by international law, Hp‘ijﬂﬁ:%ﬂ
In the sober knowledge of all this, the people of Israel are going

about the business of building their homeland with singleness of purpose and

unafraid. Though hoping for support from the free world, they are relying

primarily upon themselves and their own defenses, Rgcently, Major-General

Moshe Dayan, wigo tock the Sinai Peninsula away from/the Egyptians in 1956 and

led the Isragli forces to the shores of the Suez Cgnal, stated: "In the era

of rockets frith conventional and unconventional warheads, President Nasser

would be geterred from starting a war primarily py the might of Israel's

defense fforces, We must diligently develop tho&e weapons so that we do not

segerdingly. Their expenditures for national security constitute a terrific
drain upon their limited national income, but they know that for the time being
it cannot be helped, and they are paying heavy taxes for their security.
Things may change, and on the international political checkerboard they often
do change -- and in the most unexpected ways, But the people of Israel cannot
and will not permit themselves to live in a fool's paradise,
Clearly, my friends, there is much more still to be done, We have done

much, We were confronted with historic tasks, and we were ErEEE#{IEhaIIEHEEd

i?dnrfﬁnenitl- J- 3

We tried fa thfully to match our hour, You who bought honds for Israel E%i

G, W & . su/Zub

ve encnuragement to our builﬂers

and put tools and weapons in their hands, You helped them prepare the land

for the large immigration which followed,
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A Plea for a People's Policy

By

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

S*

Abba Hillel Silver, rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland, is a former pres-
ident of the Zionist Organization of America and of the Jewish Agency
for Palestine. He has been notably conservative in American political af-
fairs, and has been closely associated with leaders of the Republican
Party. This article (excerpted from a recent address to his congregation)
is illustrative of the significant new trend in certain influential conserva-
tive circles toward condemnation of the Korean war and insistence upon
honest negotiations to settle differences with the Soviet Union.

%

Though not agreeing with the ideas presented herein in their entirely,
the Peace Coordinating Committee of the Peoples Party of Connecticut has
reprinted this material for your information. 69 Congress Avenue, New
Haven, Connecticut.

[Reprinted from the N. Y. Compass, January 14, |951)




President Truman has summoned
the American people to unity and
self-sacrifice because of the grave
danger in which our country finds
itseﬂ, “Those of us who work in
the government,” he stated, ~will
do our best, but the outcome de-
pends, as it has always depended, |
on the spirit and enmergy of our|
people.”

In my humble judgment there
has been little wrong with the spir-
it and energy of the American peo- |
ple. They did not fail, either in|
unity or in the spirit of sacrifice, |
cither in the first World War or in |
the second World War. Whatever |
was asked of them they performed, |
completely and patriotically. They

ave their sons to the war, and
their daughters—as many as the |
government demanded.

On the battlefields our fighting
men gave an excellent account of
themselves, and withdrew from no
sacrifice in life or blood.

Qur shops. our mines. our mills
were adequately manned. What-
ever taxes our government imposed
upon our people they paid. What-
ever restrictions and rationings were
imposed upon them were complicd
with.

There ncever was and there is
not now any reason to doubt the
loyalty, the patriotism and the

of the American people in defense
of their country or their frecdom.
| doubt whether the proclamation |
of a state of national emergency
was really required to make the
American people aware of how se- |
rious the present situation is. l

The American people are not i]"'i
literate. They read their news- |
papers, they listen to their radio, |
they know what is going on in Ko- |
rea; they know what is going on in |
the United Nations. Their sons arc |
even at this moment fighting and |
some of them dying in ?(crea. :

Congress Not Asked

But they, the American people.
do not make our foreign policy. |
They did not send our armies un- |
prepared in Korea, They were not |

troops into Korea. President Tru-
man alone decided this grave issue
by the simple device of calling this
intervention not war, but a po-
lice action. This police action has
alrcady cost our people 40000
casualties.

Our allies likewise were not con-
sulted. The President has said that
we must work with a sense of real
partncrship and common purposc
with the other free nations who
need our help as we need theirs.
These partners were ignored when
President Truman ordered our
troops into Korea. The question is.
w ’f

he United MNations, too. were
not consulted. It is the prime re-
sponsibility of the United MNations,
not of the United States, to resist
aggression in the world. It was
only after President Truman
launched our military escort in Ko-
rea that the United States asked
for the approval of the United
MNations. This is not the procedure
outlined in the Charter of the Uni-
:ed INations.

Why did not our government

wait for clear directives from the |

United Mations in the matter of
Korea? Why did not our governs
ment ascertain  before we
in who else was going along and
to what extent and with how many

: : | troops?
readiness to sacrifice on the part|

Why did we not learn of the
widespread reluctance of the other
free nations of the world to be-
come involved in Korea, as was
later evidenced by the rather slim
and purely token participation on
the part of only a few of these
nations?

Why did we not learn about this
widespread reluctance before we
committed ourselves to what has
proved to be one of the most cost-
I]y; and disastrous enterprises in all
the military history of the United
States? Why!

The strong suspicions entertained
by many Americans that the Ko-
rean move was inspired by do-
mestic political considerations con- !
nected with an approaching fall |

moved |

with widespread infiltration of Com-
'munists in the State Depuartment
ind other government departments.

For weeks on end, before the
I'ydings Committee of the Scnate
wild charges were made by irr
sponsible political gentry and by
| publicity seckers of the type ol
| Senator McCarthy, The Adminis
tration found itself on the defen-
sive, with an important Congress
sional clection approaching.

The invasion of South Korea by
the MNorth Koreans last June of
fered @ tempting opportunity to
demonstrate to the country that
the Administration was all-out anti
Communist, and that it was ready
to strike at communism wherever
it raised its ugly head. It must
1ave been assumed that the under
taking would be In the nature of
a small-scale police action, that it
would be bricf and not too costly,
and that the North Korcans u'uu.l'd
| take to their heels as soon as they
saw the American soldiers coming.
President Truman also dispatched
the Seventh Fleet to patrol the
Strait of Formosa to sec to it that
| the Chinese Communists did not
take over Formosa, thereby in-
tervening not alone in Korea, where
|a clear case of aggression could
| be established against the North
Korcans, but also in the Chinese
| civil war, where the victorious
Chinese regime had already re-
| cognized by Great Britain, India
{and other countries.

Along with the intervention in
| China, we also promised to send
taid to the French in Indo-China
| where they were fighting to pre-
'serve French imperial interests in
| that country. The Administration
{reversed its former line and per-
| mitted itself to be swayed by do-
| mestic political considerations and
{to be intimidated by the rantings
(of  ex-Communists, ex-isolationists
pro-Fascists, and cranks of all
fkinds, and mancuvercd itself and
[the American people into the dis-
astrous Korean adventure.

Was it the American people that

clection has not been satisfactorily If-‘-'lh‘d in Korea? Why was our mil-
resolved. itary intelligence so faulty! Why
The administration had for some | did it underestimate so catastro-

‘consulted as to whether we should | time, prior to last June., been at- | phically the fighting numbers and

%I.L into Korea. According to our | tacked and badgered. especially by |the fighting quality of the North
nstitution, Congress and Con- | the Republican opposition, with |Korean armics, to the point where
gress alone has the power to 8e- | charges of Communist sympathies, | We were almost driven into the sca
clare war and make peace. The'!with responsibility for the victory | at Pusan]

Congress of the United States was | of the Lommunists in China and| And why did the same thing
not consulted about sending our |the defeat of Chiang Kai-shek, .Elmlhmppcn a second time, and more




disastrously, as our soldiers were
advancing so confidently towards
the Manchurian border, having
been assured of an easy victory
and the prospect of returning home
by Christmas?

Was our intelligence aware of
the size of the Chinese armies on
the Manchurian border? If aware,
why were our men, who were so
vastly outnumbered ordered to

move on to the Manchurian bor- |

der! 1f unaware. why are the mili-
tary commanders who are respon-
sible for this shocking blunder con-
tinued in their posts to this day?

What Happened to the Money?

Did our State Department know
that China would enter the war?
If it did, what preparations did it
make to meet it? Why was the
American people lulled into a false
sense of security by inspired
spokesmen who in so many words
assured them that China would not
fight? If our State Department did
not know whether China would
enter the war, why did it take the
dangerous gamble to move our
forces beyond the 38th Parallel?
Why did it choose to ignore the
clear declaration of the Chinese
Forcign Minister and of Nehru of
India, who warned the American
people that if we crossed the 38th
Parallel, China would come into
the war? Why did we move beyond
the 38th Parallel? Why are we
asking for a cease fire now when
the Chinese and North
armies are advancing across the
358th Parallel? Why did we not ask
for it when we had reached the
38th Parallel? Why did we reject
the proposal of a neutral zone be-
tween  Korea and  Manchuria,
which was favored by our allics?

These mistakes, these blunders,
these failures, military and politi-
cal, are not to be charged to the
American people, although the
American people, of course, will in
the final analysis, pay the entire

cost. These are the responsibilites |

and failures of the government and
of the Administration and of those
outside the government and in the
opposition party who provoked the
government to hasty action, and of
those in government who suc-
cumbed to the provocation, who
fondly believed that an easy-going
victory against the Communists in
Korca would be a strong political
weapon in their hands against the

Korean |
s the |on June 25 of this year we had |

opposition in an approaching elec-
tion.

The American people are now be-
ing asked to give many more bil-
lions of dollars to our military
establishment to build up the mili-
tary strength of our country. I
suppose that conditions being what

they are. with the President of the |
United States warning us that our |

homes, our nation, all the things
we believe in are in great danger,
the approval of such military ex-
penditures is a foregone conclusion,
{and no patriotic American would
wish to stand in the way.

| But the American people have a
right to ask why we received so
Hittle in terms of fighting effective-
iness for the many billions of dol-

{lars which they gave to the mili-/

| tary establishment during the past
|few years. The American people
have never been niggardly with

their armed forces. hat became
| of the 50 thousand million dollars
| which was given to the armed forces
| during the past four years!? Why

were we so unprepared in June,
| 19507

Before the second World War.
{in 1939, we spent on our armed
forces a billion, four hundred mil-
lion dollars. In the last three years

peace years, mind you—we
{ spent on the average of 13 billion
i dollars annually. Yet we were un-
| prepared.

The president said recently that

;irss than 115 million men and wo-
{men in our army, navy and air
| force. Thirteen billion dollars is a

| powerful lot of money to spend |

{on such a small fighting force. In

1941, when our army and navy
| numbered a millien and  three-
| guarter men, we spent seven bil-
[lion dollars. In 1950 we
| spending twice that amount on a
| smaller army and navy and air
| Force,

Is the
armed forces so glaringly demon-
strated in the Korcan affair due
| to the failure of the American peo-

| ple to provide adequately for them, |

or is it the failure of the men at
[the top to get a dollar’s worth of
| defense for every dollar paid by the
| American taxpaper? !‘{;vc those
| who work in the government really
jdone their best. as the President
promises they will do in the future?

were |

unpreparedness of our |

Failures at the Top

| cannot escape the fecling that
these glaring, tragic [failures have
bgen at the top—lack of consis-
tency, courage and statesmanship
on the part of our political leaders,
jand  blunders, waste, and poor
management on the part of our
military commanders and admin-
istrators. Theirs is the major re-
| sponsibility for the plight in which
the American people finds itself
today.

There is always the tendency on
the part of our political and mili-
tary leaders, when their policics
jor their actions result in failure,
[to shift responsibility from their
fown shoulders to those of the
| American people. Somchow it is
{always the American ple who
{are responsible for all that goes
| wrong.

It is proper to alert the Ameri-
{ can people today to the grave dan-
| gers in which they find themselves,
{as the President has done, but
Imore is needed to meet the dire
| emergency—much more. In the first
iplace, there must be self-examin-
| ation at the top level, A sense of
{ omniscience is not conductive to
tsound government, nor is impa-
|tience and irritability with sug-
{ gestions and criticism, and narrow
| partisanship and a desire to make
political capital out of grave in-
ternational situations.

Re-examination Needed

ment need
our ¢ntire

There is in my judg
for a re-cxamination o
foreign policy which has been go-

ing from bad to worse ever since
President Truman, on his owa re-
| sponsibility, announced the so-
called Truman Doctrine and
pledged our country to resist com-
munism all over the world, a com-
| mitment on which we are simply
not able to make good and one
which our allies are unwilling to
|back up. A re-examination of our
entire loreign policy is called for.
It is no loss uﬁﬂ{c for a govern-
ment which has pursued a policy
| which® has been nd wanting or
inadequate or dangerous to recon-
 sider and re-examine and adopt a
(new policy. It is far better to
change to a sounder policy than
(to be unchanging in catastrophic
| wrongheadedness. Finally, there is
need for a reorganization of our
military establishment with an eye




to greater economy and efficiency.
Without leadership a people

perishies. It is to leadership that
we must look for our salvation, a

leadership which will match words
with action and which will treat
the American people as mature
people who know the score.

¢ President has announced
four things which the American
people must do and will do in this
crisis. 1 am in perfect agreement
with all these four things.

First, he said, we will continue
to uphold and, if necessary, to de-
fend with arms, the principles of
the United MNations, IEC rinciples
of frecedom and pustice. Fine! But
please, let the United Nations de-
cide when the principles of free-
dom and justice are endangered,
and what should be done about it!
That is its business. Let the de-
liberations and decisions and ac-
tions be collective—not unilaterall
Let us not act first and then get
the approval of the United Na-
tions for our actions. The United
MNations has assumed the respon-
sibility of keeping law and order
in the world. Please, let us not
have a private Truman Deoctrine
of our own. Let us not do our own

private policing. Let us not jump |

into Formosa or Indo-China or Ko-
rea or elsewhere—and there are a

| willing to use them every time we
| think they should.

Let us not drain our own re-
sources too far to equip other na-
tions militarily. Let us think first
and foremost and always of our
own defenses. Again, in our eager-
ness to organize the world against
|t]'n: Soviet Union and line up the
free nations of the world against
Commumistic diciatorship, let us
not undermine our moral position

in the world by allying oursclves |

{with Francos and Fascists and
Titos and Mazis in Europe and re-
| actionaries in Asia. It makes the
Voice of America sound hollow in
the ears of the world. In the long

we are trying to do.

The President urged us further
to build up our army, navy and
air force and to make more weap-
ons for ourselves and our allies.
By all means, le. us build up to
[ Full strength, but Jet us not bank-
|rupt ourselves by trying to arm
half the world against the other
hall. Our resources are not limit-
less. Our government is already
257 billion dollars in debt. It is

the hope of the “soviet Union that |

we will destroy ourselves through
Ihdnkrugtcy and sink our military
| strength into the great Scrbonian

| bog of Asia.

hundred potential danger spots in |

the world—until the United Na-
tion directs us, along with all other
nations, fto act. e must
not only aggression, which we arc
not likely to indulge in. but ag-
gressiveness as well. Let us strength
en the United Nations. Let us
channel whatever help we can to
the world through the United Na-
tions. Let us strengthen this inter-
natidnal organization, which is the
sole hope of a stable world to
come.

Our New Allies

Secondly, the President said he
would cominue to work with the
other nations to strengthen our
combined defenses. Excellent! But
let us be practical about it! Let
us make sure how far the other

| Negotiation is not Appeasement

avoid |

1 should also iike to draw Mr.
| Truman’s attention to some words
which he himself uttered, and sug-
gest that in those words, lies the
| right direction of statesmanship in
|these dire days. He said, "There
is no conflict between the legiti-
mate intcrests of the free world
and that of the Soviet Union that
|cannot be settled by peaceful
| means, and we will continue to
| take every honorable step we can
to avoid general war.” This is quite
different from the dogmatism, the
| rantings and the war-mongering
(of so m;mﬁ others, which are so
frequently heard these days.

Stalin too, has declared more
|than once that the Communist
|world and the capitalist world

nations are prepared to go along. could live side by side in one
and how much they are prepared | world. Truman does not trust Stalin.
10 pay out of their own resources | Stalin  does not trust Truman.
to strengthen their own defenses. | Hence the impasse. But it is clear
OF course, they will permit us to | that only in the direction of cour-
help finance ti?lcir military estab- | ageous and continuous exploration
lishments, but they may not be ol every avenue for reaching un-

|dcrsldnd|ng.ﬁ. if only picce-meal,
{only in the direction of negotia-
'tion, ecarnestly sought and  wel.
comed, lics the hope of the world.
Negotiation is not appeasement.

Let not the American people be
persuaded into closing their minds
at the sound of the word appcase
ment. It is today a tabu device to
| paralyze thought and wise diplo-
| matic action. '?'hu:n: should be urg-
[ent and continuous exploration ol
cvery opportunity for coming to
an understanding with the Sovict,
a nation which we cannot defeat
|in war any more than it can de-
fcat us.

run that will undo everything that |

Our Real Enemies

Our defeat in Korea is not a
fatal defeat. Bataan and Dunkirk
did not determine the outcome of
| the sccond World War. We are a
strong and powerful nation. We
can become stronger and even
more powerful. We are faced with
most grave and menacing prob-
lems, and while we should do all
that is practical and necessary to
build up our military strength, we
i should bear in mind always that
the basic solution lics not on the
| battlefield. It will have to be found
| at the conlerence table.

Our appeal to our nation leader-
ship in Washington, which we
make in all good will, for we are
all involved in one common des-
| tiny, is to be courageous and un-
afraid, not to be swayed by parti-
san political consideration and not
(to allow itself to be stampeded by
| war-mongers, fanatics and cranks,
and by those who would push us
into “war for reasons which have
nothing to do with love of country.

| There are those in our country
who do not want an understanding
| with Russia. There are those even
in high government posts who are

ardently advocating a preventive
| war with Russia. There are those
who will try to sabotage any pos-
sibility of agreement. These are
our real enemies. When our Presi-
| dent will give the American people
(the kind of leadership they need
and crave for, the American peo-
[E‘If will back him up 100 per cent.

he American people have always
rallied to the defense of their coun-
try whenever it found itself chal-
lenged and endangered.
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President Truman has sum-
moned the American people to
unity and self-sacrilice because
of the grave danger in which our
country finds itself, “Those ol us
who work in the government,” he
stated, “will do our best, but the
outcome depends, as it has always
depended, on the spirit and energy
of our people.”

In my humble judgment there
has been lttle wrong with the spir-
it and energy of the American peo-
ple. They did not fail, either in
unity or in the spirit of sacrifice,
either in the first World War or in
the second World War., Whatever
was asked of them they performed,
completely and patriotically. They
gave their sons to the war, and
their daughters — as nm.any as the
government demanded.

On the battlefields our fighting
men gave an excellent aceount of
themselves, and withdrew [rom no
sacrifice in life or blood.

Our shops, our mines, our mills
wereg adequately manned. What-
ever taxes our government imposed
upon our people they pald. What-
ever restrictions and rationings
were Imposed upon them were
complied with.

There nevel
not now any rea
lovalty, the patriotism and the
readiness to sacrifice on the part
of the Amervican people in defense
of thelr country or their freccom.
I doubt whether the proclamation
of a state of national emergency
was really required to make tl

was and there 15
son to doubl the

American people aware of how se- |

rious the present sliuation s
The American people i= not il-
literate. Thev read their news-
papers, they listen to their radio,
they know what is going on in Ko-
rea: they know what is going on in
the United Natlons. Their sons are
even at this moment fizhiting and
some of them dying In Korea.

Congress Not Asked

But they. the American people,
do not make our foreien policy.
They did not send our armies un-
prepared into Korea. They were not
consulted as to whether we should
go Into Korea. According to our
Constitution, Congress, and Con-
gress alone, has the power Lo de-
clare war and make peace. The
Coneress of the United States was
not consulted about sendingz our
troops into Lorvea. President Tru-
man alone decided this grave issue
by the simple device of calling this
intervention not a wa-, but a po-
lice action. This police actlon has

About the Author

Abba Hillel Silver, rabbi of
The Temple, Cleveland, is a for-
mer president of the Zionist Or-
ganization of America and of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine. He
has been nolably conservalive in
American political affairs. and
has been closely associated with
leaders of the Republican Parly,
Thiz article (exeerpied from
a recent address (o his con-
gregation) s lustrative of Lhe
significant new trend in certain
influential conservative circles
toward condemnation of the Ko-
rean war and insistence upon
henest negotiations to settle dif-
| ferences with the Soviet Union,
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| already cost our people
casualties.

Our allies likewise were not cons-
| suited. The President has said that
we must work with a sense of
partnership and common purpose
with the other free nations who
need our help as we need theirs
These partners were ignored when
President Truman ordered our
troops into Korea. The question 5,
why?

The United Nations, too,
not constlted. It Is the prime re-
sponsibility of the United Nations,
"not of the United States, to resist

ageression in the world. It was
anly aftcr President Truman
launched our military effort in
Korea that the United States
asked for the approval of the
United Nations. This |= not the
procedure outlined in the Charter
of the United Nations.

Why did not our pgovernment
wait for clear directives from the
United Nations in the midatter of
Korea? Why did not our govern-
ment ascertain before we moved
in who else was goiLg along and
to what extent and with how many
troops?

Why did we not learn of the
widespread reluctance of the other
free nations of the world to be-
come involved in Korea, as was
later evidenced by the rather siim
and purcly token participation on
the part of only a few of these
nations?

Why did we not learn about this
widespread reluctance before we
committed ourselves to what has
proved to be one of the most cost-
Iy and disastrous enterprises in all
the military history of the United
States? Why?

The strong suspicions enter-

real |

were |

tained by many Americans that
the Korean move was inspired by
domestic political considerations
connected with an approaching
fall election has not been satis-
factorily resolved.

The Administration had for
some time, prior to last June, been
attacked and badzered, especially
by the Republican opposition, with
charges of Communist sympathies,
with responsibility for the victory
of the Communists in China and
the defeat of Chiang EKal-shek,
and with widespread infiltration
of Communists [n the State De-
partment and other government
departments.

For weeks on end, before the
Tydings Committee of the Senate,
wild charges were made by Irre-

| publicity seckers of the type of
Senator MeCarthy., The Adminis-
tration found itself on the defen-
with an important Congzres-
slonal election approaching

The Invasion of South KEorea hy

S

| the North Koreans last June of-
| fered a tempting opportunity to
| demonstrate to the countryv that
|1?:r: Administration was all-out
| anti-Communist, and that it was
ready to strike at communism

| wherever it raised its ugly head. It
must have been
HII-':‘L‘HH.HI.H". would be in the na-
ture of a small-scale palice action
that it would be brief and not too
costly, and that the North Koreans
would Llake to their heels as soon
as they saw the American soldiers
COming.

President Truman also dis-
patched the Seventh Fleet to pa-
trol the Strait of Formosa to see

to it that the Chinese Communists
did not take over Formosa, thereby
intervening not alone in Koresa.
where a clear case of aggression
could be established apgainst the
North Koreans, but also in the
Chinese elvil war, where the vie-
torious Chinese regime had al-
ready been recognized by Great
Britain, Indin and other countries,

Along with the interventiom in
China, we also promised to send
aid to the French in Indo-China
where they=were lighting to pre-
serve French imperial interests in
that country. The Administration
reversed its former line and per-
mitted itself to be swaved by do-
mestic political considerations and
to be intimidated by the rantings
of ex-Communists, ex-isolationists,
pro-Fascists, amd cranks of all
kinds, and maneuvered itself and
the American people into the dis-
astrous Korean adventure.

sponsible political gentry and by |

assumed that the |

| been assured of an easy victory
and the prospect of returning home
| by Christmus

| strike at nus?
| pur men, who wete so vastly out-
| numbered, ordered to move on to
| Lhe

RABEI SILVER |

Was it the American people that
failed in Korea? Why was our mili-
tary intellicence so faully? Why
did it underestimate so catastro-
phically the fighting numbers and
the fighting guaiity of the North
Korean armies, to the point where
we were almost driven into the sea
at Pusan?

And why did the same tliing
happen a second time, and more
disastrously, as our soldiers were
advancing so confidently lLowards
the Manchurian border, having

Was our Intelligence aware of
the size of the Chinese armies on
the Manchurian border? If un-
Il aware, why were

Manchurian border? If un-
aware, why are the military com-
manders who are responsible for
this shocking hlunder continued in
their posts to this day?

What Happened {o the Money?

Did our State Department know
that China would enter the war?
If it did, what preparations did it
make to meet {t? Why was the
American peaple lulled into a false
sense of securlty by iInspired |
spokesmen who In s0 many words |
assured them that China would
not fight? If our State Department
did not know whether China would
enter the war, why did it take the
dangerous gamble to move our
forces beyond the 38th Parallel?
Why did it choose to ignore the
clear declaration of the Chinese
Forelgn Minister and of Nehru of
India, wiho warned the American

ey

| estabiisl

A Plea for a People's Policy **

people that If we crossed the 38th
Parallel, China would come into
the war? Why did we move beyond
the 38th Parallel? Why are we
asking for a cease [ire now when
the Chinese and North Korean
armies are advancing across the
38th Parallel” Why did we not ask
for it when we had reached the
38th Parallel? Why did we refect
the proposal of a neutral zone be=-
tween Korea and Manchuris,
which was favored by our allles?
These mistakes, these blunders,
these failures, military and politl-
cal, are not to be charged to the
American people, although the
American people, of course, will in

the finai analvsis, pay the entire
cost. These are Lhe responsibilities
and failures of the government and
of the Administration and of those
outside (he #hvernment and in the
oppositicn party who provoked the
government to hasty action. and of
those. In government who  SuUc-
cumbed to the provoeation, who

fonaly belleved that an easy-going
victWory against the Communists in
Korea would be a strong political
weapon in thelr hands against the
opposition i an approaching slec=-
tion

The American people 1s
Ing asked 1o

lions of

now bes=
i » many more hil-
dollars to our military
ment, to bulld up the mill-
tary strengthh of our country. I
suppose that conditions being what
thev are, witl President of the
United States warning us that our
homes, our nation, all the things

we belleve In are in grent danger,
the approval of such military ex-
penditure 1 foregone conclusion,
and no patriotic American would

wish Lo st |!:{| in the

But the American people has &
right to ask why we received so
lttle in terms of fighting effective=
for the many billlons of dol=
lars which they gave Lo the mill-
tary establishiment during the past
few vears. The American peopla
has never been nigeardly with its
armed forces, What became of the
50 thouzand million dollars which
was glven te the armed forces dur-
ing the past four years? Why wera
we 50 unprepared in June, 19507

Belore the second World War,
in 1839, we spent on our armed
forces a billion, four hundred mil-
lion dollars. In the last three years
—peace years, mind you—we
spent on the average of 13 billlon
dollars annually. Yet we were un-
prepared.

The President said recently that
on June 25 of this year we had

(Continued on Magazine 8)

way
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w;':m-‘-; in our army, navy and|the approval of the Unlted Na- | is the sole hope of & stable world | own defenses. Again. in our eager-| half. Our resources are not limit-
afr force. Thirteen billlon dollars |4 ¢ for our actions. The United come ness to organize the world against | less. Our government is already
{s a powerful lot of ?“’F’l“i}' “9 | Nations has assumed the respon- Our New Allies the Sovlet Unlon and line up the | 25T billlon dollars in debt, It Is
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Failures at the Top | I should also like to draw Mr
I cannof escape the feeling that | Truman’s attention to some words

thesa gla tragle failures have | sitioh Fis hifmsalt uttared. an sl
bean at top—lack of con-

| gest that in those words, lles the
gistency. courasge and statesman- | right divection of statesmanshlp
ship on the part of our political i these dire days. He sald, “There
leaders, and blunders, wasie, and bt e A
poor management on the part of mate Interes free world
oly m s commanders and ad- e by
miniss 1 Theirs is the major
responsibility for the plight In

cannot be settled by peaceful

means, and we will conti to

which the American people finds take every honorable step we can

I is to avold general war.” This |5 quite

I . 15 alwavs the tendency on i ol g N gy It bty g
the nart of our political-and mili-
f vy leaders. when their policles
or their actions result in failure,
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rantings andy the War-mongering

af so many Others, which are so
frequently heard these davs

to shift responsibility from He € Stalin, too, has declared more
own shoulders to those of the than once that the Communist

American people. Somehow It 15

always the American people who
ara responsible for all that goes

world and the capitalist world
could live side by side in one world
Truman does not trust Stalin

WO Stalin does mnot trust Truman
It i wropar to alert the Ameri- Hence the impasse, But it is cleas
can people today to the grave dan- Bhot only in the direction Gf cotrs
n which they find them- L tanie s B il

lves as the President has done,
more s needed to meet the

dira emergency—much meore. In

of avery aven
derstandings, if only plece-meal,
I-‘:*.';'._‘-' in the direction of negotia-

Fiw " T T, | sl
the first place, there must be self- | tion, earnestly sought and .“.{1-‘1
axamination at the top level. A comed. lies the hope of the w il
B&TLsa O nnisclence 15 Not con- N“'[f-:.“- jation Is n appensement

Lat not the American people be
persuaded into closing thelr mindas
at the sound of the worda appease-
ment. It Is today a tabu device 10
paralyze thought and wise diplo-
matic action 1 yuld be urg-
ant and continuous exploration af
every opportunity for coming .”
an understanding with the Soviet
a natlon which we cANNoOl defeat
in
|I"E'El.

ducive to sound government, nor
s impatience and irritability with
guegzestions and criticlsm, and nar-
row partisanship and a deslre to
maka political capital out of grave
Intarnational situations

Re-examination Needed

There i3 in my judgment need
for a re-examination of our entire
foreign policy which has been go-
ing from bad to worse ever since
President Truman, on his own re=
spansibility, announced the s0-
called Truman Doctrine and
pledeed our country to resist com-
munism all over the world, a com-
mitment on which we are simply
not abla to make good and one
which our allies are unwilling to

war any more than it can de-

us _ :
ar defeat in Korea is nol a

fatal defea Bilaan and

Qi IoE U

back up. A re-examination of our ! 4 ' e
entira forelgn policy s ecalled for. thia g ‘ v Cwa
It 15 no loss of face for a govern- JLLID Up DU = ';r
ment which has pursued a policy uld ys that
which has been found wanting or R - :
Inadequate or dangerous to recon- yatt 1o !

sider and re-examine and adopt a B TIRY : 1 lead
new polley. It is far better to o : - siosgipa i
change to a sounder policy than PUSLLEP i e DT
to be unchanging in catastrophic make L : i o e
wrongheadedness. Finally, there is all invol xi'. in B ':I' o
need for a reorganization of our u R A b DErble
millitary establishment with an airald, 1 ’ ; el
va to greafer economy and effi- SR R . - ed
glency | NoL 0 ALUOW 7 { and
Without leadership a people Dy War-mo o
perishes. It 1= to leadership that Craliks : ‘ g oh
wa must look for our salvation, a pusii us i " of
eadership which will match words have no Sl et ol ek :
rith action and which will treat countrs >
tha American people as mature There are those in our oL
! know tl i vant an understanding
peopla who Enow the score who d i ~ y those even
The President has announced with R e Sminbatet ." S
four things which the American | in hi e gLt T
people must do and will do in this | ardent e ot EIAes
I am in perfect agreement v with Russia. There are those

erisis. 1
with all these four things.

First, he sald, we will continue
to uphold and. if necessary, to de-
fend with arms, the principles of
the United Nations, the principles
of freedom and justice., Fine! But
please, let the United Natlons de-
olde when the princlples of free-
dom and justice are endangered,
and what should be done about it!]
That ls its business. Let the de-
liberations and declsions and ao-

{1l try to sabotage any pos-

who will L
- rif I'bhiggs A

sibility of agreeme s A
our real enemies. When our Fresi
dent will glve the American peopla
the kind of leadershinp they need
and crave for, the American peos=
| ple will back him up 100 per _r_--.~-.~.l1
The American people have always
rallied to the defense of thelr coun-
try whenever 1l found ltself chal-
lenged and endangered
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means, are persuaded that the American workers live in slums and on the brink of
starvation, or that all Americans are race-obhsessed, or that our peonle hate
Russia and want war. On the contrarv, they seem to like Americans. They are
very friendly to American visitors. They harbor, I believe, a secret admiration
for the great achievements of our countrv. Thev would like to do as well, if not

better. Mr. Khrushchev cunningly plays uron this string. Thev know that the

5
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nited States has never beén at war with quSi%{ Somé¢ of them recall the generous

ald which America extended to their starving millions following the First World
War; they remember that we were their country's ally in the last war. They welcome
.

most enthusiastically our artists and cultural emissaries, as we do theirs. They
want to live in peace and friendship with us,

The people to whom I spoke, men and women in all walks of life,
academicians, professional people, directors of factories and collective farms,
and working people generally, all expressed a most earnest hope for peace, Peace
seemed to be on everyone's lips. They 'now war, far more intimately and tragically
than we do. Our fighting front in the last war was thousands of miles removed
from our homes, Their homes, and towns, cities and villages were the actual
battle-grounds. Many of them were laid in ruins in the last war. Russia lost
over twenty million people. In Leningrad alone, six hundred thousand men, women
and children starved to death during the dreadful siege of a thousand davs. So
the RPussians are verv sincere when thev talk about peace and peaceful co-existence
with the rest of the world. Their country has not yet recovered from the appalling

ravages of the last war. Thev want years of quiet in which to re-build, in which

to raise their low standard of living, in which to give their children a quieter

and happier life than was their lot,




Their leaders also want peace and co-existence with the non-communist
world, but they have not fully th ught through the implications of co-existence
in terms of self-restraint which they must come to exercise in foreign affairs,
in terms of not fostering communist penetration in other countries, in the guise
of encouraging so-called movements of national liberation. As T told one of the
leading academicians in Russia: "Vou cannot ask for co-existence and in the same
breath talk of burving capitalism.”

Mr. Khrushchev indicated a few davs ago, in his policv statement before
the Twenty-second Congress of the Communist Party, that this is really the crux
of the whole problem. He found it necessary to deny that Communists had any
right or desire to export revolutions to non-communist countries. If this is S0 -«
and this is a rqdical departure in communist doctrine -- and if the West also will
refrain from exciting counter-revolutions in Socialist countries, and both East
and West agree to channel their future aid to under-developed countries through
the nited Nations, instead of seeking competitive advantages in these countries
through such aid, then the way is open for real progress towards world peace. Put,
how far the communists are actually prepared to put their revised doctrine into
practice has not yet been demonstrated. Nor are we quite clear in our own minds
on this subject,

The Russian people, to whom I spoke, however friendly disposed towards
us, are confused. Thev cainot understand us. Why does the I'nited States insist

on re-arming and re-uniting Sermany, their former deadly enemy, and ours? C(Can

thése ex-Nazis, who ravaged the world just a few short years ago, now be trusted,

and should thev now be re-armed to preserve the peace of the world? Why did the
"nited States send the 1'-2 into the very heart of Russia at the very time when

Russian leaders were on their way to a Summit Peace C nference with the leaders

Vv




of the United States? Whyv have we surrounded their country with military

d&ﬂ. 41t

bases? Whv, while Hrina.self eternination for peoples, did we finance and
1MM@pihlm%kktﬂ tk.-JFJM

equip the invasion of Cuba? 1 lena Hacl /.4 __ﬁ
wisi s e peposfeioe i 4of o Sl Bued o FM “ %4 Bovoas,
Our peogle, too, 1 tried to tell them, however friendly disposed th

are towards the Russian people, are confused. Thev cannot understand the Russians.

Why did the %uviet intervene and in a most ruthless and bloody manner to suppress
Wy o Thass (.oc.—d,v] Sifa @ aonags mfpcd itk Hka hﬁ‘-\“j “g‘

the Hungarian uﬂrising Hhv has Russia consistently refused to accept cnn 0l

and inspectinon if it is really in earnest about disarmament? Why have they n{a.)

A :
LAAA, '}-- iy -7
opposed a Why is the 1'.5,5.R, putting difficulties in the

LAA_
way of the I'nited Nations and-keepinz-tt—from carrving ont its legitimate

functions,

Confusions on hoth 5id=s;and these confusions and misunderstandings

v
are contributing to mutal distrust. This distrust may get out of hand, even
‘h

though basically neither people wants war,

"mon my return to Cleveland on Aucust tenth, I issued a statement to
the press in which I said:

"We must learn to live on the same globe with the Soviet people and
they with us. Neither they nor we are always in the right, The leaders of both
countries must try to reduce tensions. The peonles of the world are waiting for
signs of a new and inspired statesmanship both in the Kremlin and the White House.
The old is leading us nowhere, only from one crisis to another. Let us not be
afraid to trade with each other in goods or in ideas. Let us compete in only

one way -= which system can do more for its people,"”

"Certainly there are great differences between their system and our

system, but these differences cannot be resolved by the sword, The problem before




Dre Abba IIillel Silver

Cleveland, Chlo

Durins the dark days of the war, the heads of the united natlions
summoned their people to prayer. Human strength, 1t was sensed, was
inadequate for the dread emergencles whlch confronted the embattled
peoples. They turmed to God as humbly as dild the men of long ago who
lacked the elaborate armor of science, the massive knowledge and the great
sophlstication of our daye.

One wonders how much of that profound insight which was gained
in the days of the war's wrath and renace has been carried over lnto
the days of peace.

Many of our fighting men, to Judge by numerous reports, were
moved by deep rellglous experiences in consequence of the cangers of
battle and the trials and stresses of war. llere agaln one wonders how
mach of that will survive the relaxing mood of peace.

When the atomle bomb first erashed upon our shocked and bewlldered
world, with all its dread implications of destructliveness and worlde
disaster, scientists, statesmen and military leaders all joined in one

hurried admonition to mankind: FReturn unto God, or mankind perighes.

"The problem," 'ﬂl\ﬂlﬂl‘ﬂd our foremost military leader in the Pacifie,

"is theologleal and involved a spliritual recrudescence and lmprovement

%
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of human charactere.«It must be of the spirit if we are to save the flesh,"

Hardly six months have passed since 1t brust upon the world and

the atomie bomb 1s today not an impulse towards the splritual resrudes=

OLanall
cence of the race, but rather a desperate pawn 1n thaz-ﬂ-n of power

polities, and incitement to esplonage, & breeder of lnternatlional suspl-
clone It is mankind's suspended sword of lamocles.

Man 18 aoctually afraid, mortally afrald, of this revolutionary
discovery which, by every test of loglc and reason, should fill his
heart with song and gladness. Think of it} laked, fireless, tool=less
man bezan his strenge, relentless march on earth, Across deserts and
ice-fields, through forests and jungles, athwart centurlies of fear and
war and blood, man pushed his broken way forever onward. Lliseasc and
plagues raveaged him. Ignorance, supcrstition, tyranny and fear slowed
his progress. But forever onward he pressed, a~hungering and a=questing,
driven by a power which he himself did not understand., From time to time,
he was rewarded. A gleam of light would come to him, a blt of knowledge,
beauty and power. In more recent times man's march bLecame swifter and

more purposefuls His knowe dge and his power increased enormously. A

myriad of inventlions made him master of earth, sky end sea, and of the




)
aburdant wealth of the earth. And, now, at last, his eager feel nave
brought him to the most amazing frontier of all =-- a continent of bound=
less, fathomless energy wilch he can control and use and which can forever
He.

remove the curse of drudgery, poverty and want from the worlﬁ.;an now truly

feel himself just a little lower than the angels. Here surely is occaslon

for juhilatinnjé:a song of triumphl DBut, instead, man's spirit 1s to=day

cowered, and beset with fears. His one concern at the moment 1s how to
protect himself from the unleashed thunderbolts of this terrible demon
of force which he himself had evoked.

A deep, spiritual insight came to man during the war wien the
atomic bomb was first revealed, but 1t 1s fast being dissipated 1n peace-
time.

During the First World War, the idea of a League of Natlons, to
preserve international peace, was glven forme. At the coneclusion of the
war, the League was established. Twenty years of peace.destroyed it
and ushered in the Second Viorld War. The spirit of man failed, not in
war, but in peace. lan could not hold in peace the helghts wiich he galined
in war.

During the Second World War, the i1dea of a League of Nations was

revived and on the eve of viectory, 1t was given new life and form in the
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United Nations Organigzation. The recent meeting of the UNO in London,

only eight montis after its organization at San Francisco, already
revealed those dangerous symptoms wh ich announced the doom of the League
soon after the first World War.

\/ Already the inner contradictions which wrecked the League have
made themselves ecvident: on the one hand an international securlity organi-
gation implemented to resist aggression and maintain peace; on the other

hand num erous national competetive military establishments wiich by'ta..,

very magnitude and increase of their armaments betray an utter lack of

cgﬁ%tﬁe efficacy of the international machinery. Here is a worlde

wide assembly of nations created to make secure the rights and freedom
~AilR

of all peoples, but along side of it and overshadowing 1t tharfA persist
the unyielding, the aggressive and the rival empires, determined upon
business as usual and provoking as in the past dangerous crises and
bloody uprisings.

Our gSecretary of State acknowledged only a few days ago that
"all around us is suspicion and distrust. He urged that we must maine

tain "some form of universal military training." He called for a "stop

to this maneuvering for strategic advantages all over the world" and
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and warned against stumbling angd staggering into situations vhen no

power intends war, but no power will be able to avert war.

John Fogter Dulles, upon his return from London, where he served
as an altermate delegate to UNO, declared: "The first meetings of the
United Nations have made it perfectly clear that the nations, at least
the big nations, do not feel 1t very important to settle their differ-
ences..qliost of the time it seemed that the members were using the Couneil
as a forum, where through propaganda and clever maneuvers t hey could
score a national gain at the expense of the others."

Here again the spirit of man, which had been stirred and activized
in war, seems to be languishing in peace. Mr. Dulles sees the only hope
for the success of thig second great venture of mankind to deliver itself
from the disaster of recurrent war, in the possibility of the American

people supplying the spiritual power to "galvanige the United Nations

into a positive force for human welfare." "Unhappily, however,' he added,

"the fact 1s that at this eritical juncture the people of the United
States have no great faith which moves them",,.The American people is
apathetic, whereasfifty or a hundred years ago, the American people were

"imbued with a great faith" and "acted under a sense of morel compulsion.”




e
But social ideals which loom lofty and urgent in war, but vhich

droop, flag and peter out in peace, are of little avail to humanity. They
are even harmmful; for they generate among men & bitter sense of frustra=-
tion and guilt, and turn them cynical rather than repentant.

’\/ We have entered the backwash period of the greatest war in history.
It is a time wvhen the over-wrought spirit of man will seek release in all
manner of relaxations, and the mind of man in all forms of undiciplined
vagaries, We had abundant evidence of a similar reaction after the last
war. We should be prepared for such a psychological rebound now. If we
are to conserve in peace-time what we envisioned in war, if apathy and
disillusionment are not to destroy what hope and faith designed anmi
created, then we must put the institutions of religion to wrk with
every ounce of thelr spiritual dynamics.

It is only religion which will keep the hot metals from cooling
in the crucible of the human spirit. It i2 only religion which will
deny to man that remission of effort, that abatement of tension which
he craves but without which human progress is impossible, When there 1s
no visible danger confronting the individual or nation, when man is not

in the presence of death or a nation on the beaches of Dunkirk, then

religion must step in to keep thelr spirits charged and alerted.




7

\/ The years between the two world wars wewve brought us the shoeking

discovery of how thin and fragile 1s the partition which separetes the
primitive from the modern, how quickly the Jjungle ldeas and practices
repossess the cleared lands of clvilization and how tentatlve are all man's
moral gains in spite of the centurles of struggle to win them. Shocking
too was the discovery df how the very techniques of democracy facllitate
the triumph of 1ts mortal enemics, and how utterly unrelated to the moral
tone and motives of a people's life are its sclentific achlevements.

Religion must therefore guard men and nations to-day not only against
the ever-present temptation to demobolize spiritually but also agalnst
the danger of periodic stampedes into chaos, which the democratic system
by its very fluidity and toleration facilitates and against which sclen=-
tific progress, no matter how far advanced, 1s no defense whatsoever,

Our Temples and churches have thus a two-fold functlon to periorm
for modern man and goclety. They must offer man a place of quiet retreat
and respite from the rising fever and tumult of the world, and from the
¢lamorous demands of his own materlal interests. ﬁjmult offer him a
timeless sanctuary, where he can lose himself in order to find himself.

He:

At the same time, ﬂ]muut also be a place where man's spirit 1is recharged
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and energiged; where the strings of his being are drawn taut to yield

up mugiees The House of Cod must Le not merely the place to whiech the
grateful heart comes with thaniisgiving or the mourning soul with 1ts burden
of grief, From its altars, whereon burn the eternal firee of human
aspiration, men must carry away kindled torches to illumine the wo rld,
Where the state commands millions of men to go forth to war, the church
must inspire, for it cannot command, millions of men to go forth to war,
upon-war, and-the things which lead to war, upon greed and hate, poverty
and want, intolerance and tyranny and gociel disunion. Unless the organe
lzed Iinstitu tlons of religion can inspire many of thelr worshipers, to
go forth to battle, unless they can send forth leaders and disciples, yes,
and martyrs, to fight for the great, simple, one is almost tempted to
save naive moralitles of human life, our clvilization will perish as
surely as the towers of strength wihich we bullded in our pride lie shate
tered upon the plains of Europe, and the bolts of might which we forged
crushed our own fair cities into rubble.

For our own people, the synagogue has yet a third function to pere

v
form.s The synagogue today must bind p.&' broken spirit of our martyred

people. Millions of men of many races and lands have felt the torment
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of these dreadful years, but none quite as fearfully as the sons and

daughters of Isranel. No people was forced to witness slx millions of

its children march to gas-chambers and to human abattolrs. Mo people
a-

lost more than a third of 1ts popuistien in the ghestllest holocaust

ever recorded in the annals of mankind. A thousand Jewish commmnities

were wiped out, never tc be rebullt. The great reservolrs of the physi-

cal and spiritual life of our people in Europe were destroyed. For our
people Europe 1is one vast " opolls of nameless graves. Those who sur-
vived the harvest of death live in misery amidst their dead and face a
future of bleak uncertainty. Many of our pecple, and not only those who
live on in the war-scarred and hate-ridden lands of Furope, are spirit-
ually shaken. They have lost faith In themselves, in civilization, in
humenity. They fear the future. Thelr hearts are filled with dark
forebodings and black misgivings. Some of them would rather not bring
children into the world. There has come to pass among our people "a
trembling heart, and falling of oyes and langulshing of soul,”

Our synagogue, which witnessed so rmch through the long centurles,
must offer consolation to the riven and tortured soul of Israel. It must

rekindle falth and hope. It must re-awaken pride and confidence.
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It must expell fear, the fear wihich drives some of our pecple to apostasy,
othere to self-hate, still others to abjeet apologetiecs, and to pathetie
attemptes Yo acquire protective coloratlon which they euplemistically call
"integration,”

Only the synagogue w iich kept wateh cver our weery centuries, and
knows all human tragedy and all the sad music of humanity, can mother
wlth understanding and love the hurt andbrulsed soul of our peoples For
the synagogue qual:a not of dJdefeat, Lut of triunphe Its heroic faith
has agaln been vincliecated. As so often in the pest, the faith and law
and vision of the synagoguc were challanged, this time more menacingly
than ever before, Uy a powerful and arrogant barterian horde wihlch
spurned the immemorial gifts of Sinal and, torturing the piftebearers,
set out to restore the terror and the tyranny, the blatk superstitlons
and the Lestlal ways of a system of life apainst which the synagogue,

first among all end above all, waged relentless warfare through the

t&.‘;quz-:
agosad M&-jn spite of tem.orary Gafeata,ﬁnlwaya emerged triumphant

in the end, It has again been triumphant. Nagzism and Fasolsm, which
quite correctly singled out the Jew and Judalsm as thelr chief and most

implacable foes, have been smitten, shattered and dlseredited, whllst the

ideals of the synagogue, freedom, democrecy, pﬂluﬂ, nd human brot 5




Tﬂesquas now set upon a day of wrath for our people, a day of

slaughter, a day of desol@&tion. But the sun will rise agaln upon
another day. The ancient promise will again be fulfilled. "The
people that are left of the sword have fuundﬁﬂv in the wilderness,
even Israel, when I go to cause him to rest...,Again will I build thee,
and t.hdy'shﬂlt be builtXxykmxxmst We shall think with sormw,%ll
that transplred in the day that 15 past, but with gladness we shall

Y VA v A
hail the ﬁznnnntumﬁﬁimﬁrimwﬁhat,xhnkxnxxnxgkxﬂnnxxxne skakxhskk x ks

of brighter prospects and newer Gasks
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‘kﬁif‘ﬂ 1JH4ﬂ;th
No government or people will approve more enthusiastically tha
LT \.»
recently expressed opposition of President Eisenhower to an arms ﬁhfﬂxén
the Middle East than the government and people of Israel. They want no
arms race. They want to spend every precious dollar available to them on
the upbuilding of their country, on agriculture, irrigation and coloniza-
tion, on science, education and health and on caring for the broken in
body and spirit who come to them from many lands, and most of them in re-
cent years from Arab lands where their positions have become insecure and
fraught with danger.

But the State of Israel wants to live! - wante to make sure of its
survival as a free nation. On every border surrounding Israel are threat-
ening governments which for seven years now have refused to make peace

URLZ
with Israel, to recognize itaﬁbxistance or to sit down wikh its representa-
tives to negotiate a settlement for any outstanding issue between them.
They have preferred the ways of boycotte and blockades and have encouraged
raids upon Israeli territory, pillagarud ua‘anta.gafd-u‘emm";‘“—i

When Israel now appeals to the free world in an hour of danger, when
ite bitterest foe has succeeded in augmenting its considerable military

addhpu X
arsenal withr\ataggaring purchases of weapons of all kinds, it is not of an

o o Ko ¢

arms race that Israel is thinking but of survivall dmd Lo, 3
e Wl b, 1 S 3(5-—#1-**\.,4__ (e ln-u‘-u'llk-t,L L & Wnu‘.‘\'\-a-b1 L}'q.*- .'-A le ( r""‘h' ﬁ""‘i

Does America believe that Israel is entitled to surviv.q, Amqrica
helped to establish the State of Israel. It was the first to give it of-
ficial recognition. The American people, the major political Parties, the
Congress of the United States Mmwe heartily approved these acts.

Hae Israel done anything in the last seven years to Justif3,1t1
& ! [ 'l.l L{

abnndamnntrthrnugh defeneelessness to m ene 1u

to=srese=2t! Has it betrayed any trust which had bten céenfided to it? Has




it launched any war upon its neighbors? Has it instituted any boycotts

or blockades? Has it coveted any of its neighbors' territoryt Has it
declined to sit down with the Arabs to explore ways for an amicable adjust-
ment of -weekr differencest No, Israel has dore none of theee thinge. DBut

the Arabs have done all of these things. L& [{
-
: TSIt
Has Israel built k&g new State competently, olmnaatié.’uith an eye

to progress, education and freedomd$ The consensus of world opinion has
Vs

aw.
been loud in praise of the amazing work of const ruction and rehabilitation

which the goung State has carried on.

Wwhy, then, should Israel be penalized now by isolating it in a

i hov b
hoetile world, or by }t through a denial of adequate means of

sks self-defensel

This will be playing directly into the hands of the Su?iet{ when
the Czechs firstbegan to sell vast quantities of arms to Egrptrat bargain
rates, we uﬁndar;d what desperate game they were up to. Jie were for & time
mystified by the action. The Soviet had been proclaiming from the house-
tops that it wanted peace more than anything else in the world, that it
wanted the Cold War between the Bast and the West to come to an end, that
it was straining every muscle to bring about disarmament. Its propaganda
machine had gnnuL;hihigh gaar};ituliin the new Ganava,ipiritfuf better
understanding and cooperation between nations.

We failed to understand how all this tallied with shipments of large —
scale armaments to Egypt. Surely the Soviet leaders must have known that
this could only lead to an all-out armaments race in the Near East, to the

Halk &lngedr - oA
increase of tensions which uu:p—f?pi~raacning a point of explosion and 1&4Lb]
fonceivably @beo to the disaster of war. Was Ruesia encouraging war in

the Eastern Mediterranean while urging peace in Geneva! Did Molotov hope

to persuade the Allied statehen that Ruesia's penetration into the Arab
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world 'b;r way of tanks, Jjet planea and submarines was intended to demon-

Ko 1
strate h.u- sincere and pacificﬁintantinnat O S

It is clear now that the Geneva peace effort, which was so nobly
advanced by the President of the United States, was abortive and we wmae (i-c
no longer left in any doudt as to what a‘bn the original intentions. The

M"U‘:""' Fetnfan 1 A hJH-I..-'"-
game of power politics haé et been abandone What may follow now is an

A !

intensification of the Cold War, and increased activities on the part of

luhs"--*"ﬂ‘
the Soviet Union to pravida arms in vast quantities to other Arab states.

-._,r..;..... }\d_,...l
what alternatives are ther nr Israel? i&. must either acquire from
the free world adequate arme for aalfﬂlafensa. or a.lternativaly, it must be

invited by the free nations of the world into a Securit,sr hill-ﬂzoe which

e

would make the further acquisition of arms both on the part of Ierael and /
the Arabs guite pointless,

Both the Governments of the Unitéd States and of Great Britain have
urged upon Israel and the Arabs to sit dow;Ed %éﬁtfi;ﬂhei. diff;;;ances
Israel has repeatedly expressed its desire to do so. The Arabs have consis-
tently refused. The President and Mr. Dulles have both indicated that the
United States is prepared to guarantee the boundaries which‘fwba agreed
upon in such negotiations, But here's the rub! The Arab ?ovar:unentf:,will not
engage In any negotiations with the representatives of the State of Israel.
Israel has in the past indicated that it would be prepared to grant the Arad
states ﬁgacmas her territory, free port facilities at Haifa, and com-
pensation for lands left by theArabs when they fled in 1948. These m\iiwdw{:ﬂ

Can@asuvt /been brushed aside as of no moment. It is now suggested in a roundabout way
l
by Prime Minister Eden of Great Britain that Ierael should surrender territory
to placate the Arabs. The formula of whittling down the territory of Israel
to placate the Arabs has been a favorite one with the British since 1922 when

they withdrew Transjordania from the terms of the Balfour Declaration, and

thus reduced the size of the Jewigh National Homeland by two-thirds. Every




subsequent White Paper of Great Britain, and there were many, proceeded
along thi:ii;;e of curtailing the size of the Jewish Homeland and simul-
taneuuslyifﬁsuring for Great Eritain & corridor from Jordan to the sea.

Thé Arabe however have consistently maintained, as did the Egyptian
Minister of Naticnal Guidance last year, that "even if Israel! should congist
only of Tel Aviv, we should never put up with that." The Arabe even re-
Jected the ill-considered, unrealistic Bernadotie Plan, which would have
given the whole of the Fegev to the Arad state of Jordan,

lsreel will not sacrifice any of ita:;E::;ij reduced Lerritory of
€000 sequare miles in order to augment the 2,700,000 square miles of its
Arab neighbors. The need of the Arab states is not for additionad terri-
tory in the desert wastes of the Negev, which can only be reclaimed by
irrigation and tremendous application of human rescurces as the Igraelis
are doing today. If the Arabs are so inclined, they hare.&;ﬁgr&eaerts of
their own which can be made fruitful and productive. If they are so in-
clired, they canlasten to approve of the Jordan Valley pax project which
the American Government has been fostering and which would provide water
for the irrigation of vast tracte of land upon which Arad refugees can be

gettled.

Egypt certainly hae no claim upon any territory in Israel. What

W B brad ol Gul
liaseer wants is not more tarrltory but more preﬁt1ga to boleter up his dic-

tatnrahip’/by victories over Israel.ii ] Crucetaiivg k n.-..wJ /h.u .

The basic intentions of the heads of our government towards Israel

have alwaye been friendl and on dqciaivéris €s arfacttng the ;atI of f o \1;1&
;ﬁ:t.m U G

gn‘ti&z'ﬁr = oA j@qb
Israel they were elpful? But mistakee have hee e in cértain y a '

areas of diplomatic action which have led to a urinua1I eterioration in t(, hhaxﬁ

bl i J ¢
« Our government could have presced for peace and ,

<AlD
the 1ifting of the blocksde against Israel when Egypt cuurted—-ﬁ support pe ,mﬁm

in her efforts tn free the Suez Gnnal nona from British troops. It Hﬁn“*’ 2
Wy Andd R dm{ﬁ Toa £ VL wal, N

%‘*h“ 1u¢rﬂi hiduumi W s
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the logical thing to have asked fuﬁ as part of the general pacification
of that region. But it was not done;and Egypt was given a full measure
I

of support unconditionally. When we armed Iraq, it was part of statesman-
ghip to arm also Israel eo as not to create a militery imbalance in that
part of the world such as Russia ig now doing in the arming of Egypt. Or

i NL, Y '
when our govemment encouraged the gledme:r Defense Pact in the Middle East,
Israel should have been included. Thie was not done. Had our government

A
served notice on the Arab states that unless the vitally important Jordan

were MZ;E : W
Valley project i3 approved of by them, it would not only not e “oree
but would encourage Israel to proceed with water projects of its own, there
would have ensued no political Juggling with the plan such as has taken place.
The same blindness which formerly afflicted the Mandatory Power in

ite dealing with the Arabs and the Jews of Palestine, has now come to affliect

[
some of the people in our government who deal directly with the Middle East.
Woo the Arabs -- by-pase Ierael -- and you will save the Middle East from
Communist penetration! The very oprosite of course has happened.,,,

President Eisenhower and Secretary Dullee must know, I am sure, that
Israel ies no threat to the basie interestyof American foreign poliey in the
Middle East. They must know that Israel is a democracy deeply rooted in
the millenial democratic tramditions of the Jewish people and of Judaism
and that it will to the last defend its democratic way of life and institu-
tions. They must know that there is a large reservoir of goodwill and
gratitude to the government end people of the United States among the citizens
of Israel for having helped so vitally in the establishment of their State and
for the economic assistance which has been given to it to this day. They are too
proud to put their friendship on the auction block or use it in any diplomatic
game of blackmail. They know that Israel wants peace with all her Arab neighbors.

They know that Israel is prepared to cooperate in the solution of all the out-
standing iesuee between it and its neighbors in a epirit of goodwill.

L]

Vo) Isreel asks for the right to live and todefend itself.
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H SBT3, FROM THE FREE SPIRIT OF THE MOSAIC LAW SPRANG

THE INTENSITY OF FAMILY LIFE THAT AMID ALL DISPERSIONS AND

PERSECUTION HAS PRESERVED THE INDIVIDUALITY OF THE HEBREW

RACE; THAT LOVE OF INDEPENDENCE THAT UNDER THE MOST ADVERSE

——

CIRCUMSTANCES HAS CHARACTERIZED THE JEW; THAT BURNING

PATRIOTISM THAT FLAMED UP IN THE MACCABEES AND BARED THE
i ——

BREASTS OF JEWISH PEASANTS TO THE SERRIED STEEL OF GRECIAN
PHALANX AND THE RESISTLESS ONSET OF ROMAN LEGION: THAT

STUBBORN COURAGE THAT IN EXILE AND IN TORTURE HELD THE JEW

TO HIS FAITH. IT KINDLED THAT FIRE THAT HAS MADE THE STRAINS

OF HEBREW SEERS AND POETS PHRASE FOR US THE HIGHEST EXALTA-

—— i

TIONS OF THOUGHT; THAT INTELLECTUAL VIGOR THAT HAS OVER AND

OVER AGAIN MADE THE DRY STAFF BUD AND BLOSSOM. AND PASSING
OUTWARD FROM ONE NARROW RACE IT HAS EXERTED ITS POWER WHERE-

EVER THE INFLUENCE OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES HAS BEEN FELT.

i —

b4
IT HAS TOPPED THRONES AND CAST DOWN HIERARCHIES. IT STRENGTHENED

a—

e ———

THE SCOTTISH COVENANTER IN THE HOUR OF TRIAL, AND THE PURITAN
AMID THE SNOWS OF A STRANGE LAND., IT CHARGED WITH THE

IRONSIDES AT NASBY; IT STOOD BEHIND THE LOW REDOUBT ON BUNKER

-

HILL.
—— *Gé&rpge, Moses, 1878
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I vas in Israel two years ago and I was eager to see now whether that

tempo of progress which 1 observed them had been maintained. I was particularly

interested and eager to know how the peorle in Israel was reacting to the

threats of war that Nasser was hurling st them from the borders. flow wa: this
young nation, made up of many people who had recently escaped the ravages and
horrors of war reacting to the sending of four divisions to the Gaza border

by Nasser - divisions equipped with the latest Russian tanks and planes, The
press was full of the rumors of war in the Near East, Would I find in Israel %
tension, fear, panic perhaps? This, to me, was a real test - a test of character.

I found the people of course concerned, as they normally wowld be, but
very calm, not at all distraught., They went about their business as usual,

There was an air of confidence in young and old. They had taken the mecasure of
the enemy in the Sinai campaign. If necessary, they would weet him sgain. They
were prepared. They knew that the enemy haq more arms and better arms than they
had. Put they knew from experience that arms weére not enough for victory. They
would try to acquire additional arms [xom the free world, if possible; but in

the meantime, they were resolved to go about their urgent business of bullding
thelr country, building towns and villages and gettlements and schaols and
factories. They intended to become strong through peaceful constructiom all along
the line.

It was clear that the people of Lsrael wanted peace. There was hope in
their hearts but not hate, They were not interested in territorial expansion such
as Nasser charges them with constantly, &8s a sort of a decoy to detract attention
from his own expansionist ambitions. The Israeli were not interested in any

forms of expansion except in industry, sclence and the arts. The young people




were interested also in sports. One of the exciting events when I was in
Israel was a soccer game between the Isreseli Soccer Tem and the Creek. On

this Sunday afternoon, fifty thousand people, mostlv young people, gathered

in the great stadium of Ramat Gan to watch the soccer game, It was the talk

of the youth of the nation and when the Israeli team finally won this game

you would think that it was the greatest vietory over the Greeks since the days
of the Maccabees two thousand years ago.

I was in Israel on Purim, the holiday which commemorates the triumph
of our people over Haman. I thought that they would perh_ps utilize this
holiday « the political situation being what it is « for a mass demonstration
against Nasser, Igypt and the modern enemies of Israel. Nothing of the sort.

I was in Tel Aviv, a guest of the city, to watch the great Purim parade. Some

fifteen thousand children from the schools and Hygh Schools of Tel Aviv and

its environs marched down the street in gay costumes, many hands, many floats,
# true carnival spirit, though the key-note of all these floats was not hate but
international peace and friendship. The floats spoke of the United Natlons,
rerroserted as a gorgeous rainbow of nations in one of the floats., Eyery nation
passed by in its notional costumes, its aational svmbols and all cheered -
even Great Britain, which up until a few years ago was looked upon as the enemy
of the Jews of Palestine - was cheered and applauded, Special attention was
paid to countries like Chana and Burma, which had recently established ziammx
very friendly relations with Israel.

What impressed me sbout the remarkable progress in the country,which is
apparent to everyone who visits it, is the fact that the pecple of Israel are
eager to use the latest of scientific discoveries and techniques in the develop-

ment of thelr country. They realize that theirs is a small country and in days




to come it will have to live on irs brains. 0Oven greater countries are beginning

to realize this fact. It takes great vision and courage for a small country to
build an atomic reactor for the exp'oitation of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
but @ithin three or four months this atomic reactor will ‘e in operation. I was
pPleased to learn that the government of Israel {s today actively encouraging the
investment of private foreign capital in the country. It has passed laws which,

in the form of tax exemptions over a period of years to approyed enterprises and

in other regards, will bring this about.

The young state is definitely moving forward, gaining economic strength
and political confidence and represants one of the most constructive and exciting
enterprises of nation building in the world today. I was proud to see the lsraeli
eager to make their contribution to the up=building of other small states and to
assist them with the expert knowledge which the Israeli have gained in those
fields where they have had to be pioneers. The Israeli are far less interested in
becoming a great state than in carrying on the noble traditions of a great historic
People. The Zionists of the United States who helped so substantially in the
establishment of the State of Israel and Zionists all over the world are eager to
assist in ::: progress and growth and to safe-guard its political security as
far as good wi'l and friendly interest can do. Those who charge them with political
nationalism and with dual loyalties are guilty of slander and of bearing false
witness against their fellow Jews. Their wicked propoganda is but another reagon ==
though not the sole reason -- why the Zionist movement should continue to build
strength and support for the young State of Israel and to keep the lines of

communication open for a free and mutual exchange of spiritual and cultural

contact between the Israeli and Jews everywhere.
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& graclous gift of Gods and thet the evil which exists in the world can be
overceme and in the overcoming of it lies the very meaning and adventure of
human 1ife; that progress is real even if not uninterrupted; thet a golden
ége of universal justice, brotherhcod and peace awaits the human race and
can be hastened by the efforts of the human race,

With such a faith we ean spread wide our adventuring sails and plow
resolutely inte the surge and thunder of our unpredictable odyssey, confi-

dent that onr high hoves will, from time to time, find their blessed anchor—
age in some harbor of our hearts! desire,
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are on Bevin's head. Vhile OGreat Britain propesed the nresent truce in Palestine, it
has not abandoned its war againet the state of Isresl., It has refused to recogaise the
state of Israel and has induced other countries to delay recognition, MNr, Bevin, only
partly chastened by the action of the American governmment, the violent anti-British
sentiment vhich his conduct aroused in the United States, and by opposition in the
Cabinet, is using the period of the truce to pressure for the closest approximation

%o the kind of a solution which he has always aimed a$ - a pro-Arab and a pro-Eritish
solution, Oreat Britain is me ing every effort to induce our government to collaber-
ate with i1t. It may find the same ready ears in the Sgate Department as it 4id in the
past. Tailing to achieve his purposes, Mr. Bevin may give the aigmal for the resulip~
tion of the war inPalestine in order to beat the Jewish people down into bloody sud-
mission, Thus, the state of Israel, in spite of the truce, is in gravest politieal
and physical danger. The United States still remains the one country which, bdesause

of its authority and prestige, can protect it f,lf it s0 desires fapln:t the evil plot=

ting of Mr. Bevin and the British FToreign Office.

Here lies the next great task for the Zioniste of Ameriea - to use their best of-
fices vith their govermment which has recognized the state of lsrael and which recog-
nition, according to the statement of our Sgeretary of Sgate, carried vith it also the
recognition of 1ts doundaries, to support the political and territorial integrity of
the new state. It ie in Shis commection that we hail with deep satisfaction the re-
solution on Israel which was included in the platform of the Republican Party at its
recent convention in Philadelphiag

"¥We welcome lsrael into the family of mations and Sake pride in the faot that $he
Republican Party wvas the first to call for the estadlishment of a free and independent
Jewish Commonwealth. The vaeillation of the Democratic Administration on this ques-
tion has undermined the prestige of the Upited Nations. Sudjset S0 the letter and

spirit of the United Nations Charter, we pledge to lsrasl full recognition, with i%s







Excerpt from Address at Detroit Conference
of Jewish National Fund

"We have reconciled ourselves to the fact that two million
of them have been slain. Their graves are nameless, no memorial.
I know of no finer wa to pay tribute to these unknown martyrs
of our people than by each of us bringing a little handful of soil
of Palestine in theirxx name and in their memory so that this
soil may become the seedbed of our national rebirth in Palestine;
that we and they through this act of ocurs — may be wiviledged to enjoy
immortality. Two 3 26 ‘ calastin

Wi ! n gunams ot [

There their spirits will rest, there their lives that have been so
cruelly cut off may attain spiritual deathlessness. You will recall
that there is a legend among our peopl that in the days of the Messiah
our dear desd will find their way to Palestine and thore they will

be resurrected. Lot's muke thut legend come true! We can give them
resurrection by bullding in Palestine on Jewish land a new Jewish 1life,
and dedicating it to their memory, our unimown desd."
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Samuel Rosenman, two of President

Truman's closest advisers and both
Jewish, warned the President
privately that Governor Dewey of
New York was about to issue a
strong pro-Zionist statement, and
that unless Truman repudiated
Morrison-Grady it could have a dev-
astating effect on the chances of

New York's Democratic congressmen

in the election.




o
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conditional on the acceptance of a partition vlan.
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announced that it was "deeply disturbed."” Once
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How Truman was finally forced to abandon the
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by a recent writer on the subject:
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'I"r\,1151;.1*3;1:fL:::vnlr to the Jews in Palestine

J for the %::;jvinﬂ

Jews in Europe. David Niles and

and *deeP despair




29

their command. The non-Zionist American Jewish Committee
declared that it was "wholly unrealistic" to make the
admission of the 100,000 refugees to Palestine conditional
on the acceptance of a partition plan. Even the anti-

Zionist American Council for Judaism ammoumced that it was

"deeply disturbed." Once again the White House mail room

could barely cope with the tens of thousands of letters and
telegrams that poured in from ordinary citizens from all

57
over the country.

How Truman was finally forced to abandon the Grady-
Morrison scheme has been excellently described by a recent
writer on the subject: "Senator Robert A. Taft (who was a
close friend and admirer of Rabbi Silver) termed the plan
'eynical,' saying that it would bring 'complete frustration'
to the Jews in Palestine and 'deep despair' for the sur-
viving Jews in Europe. David Niles and Samuel Rosenman,
two of President Truman's closest advisers and both Jewish,
warned the President privately that Governor Dewey of
New York was about to issue a strong pro-Zionist state-
ment, and that unless Truman repudiated Morrison-Grady
it could have a devastating effect on the chances of

New York's Democratic congressmen in the election.
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At the 10th Zionist Congress in Basle, in 1811, Dr. Max N ordau spoke
as follows:

"No one of us can rejoice in his own existence as long as he has not done
everything he can to relieve the sufferings of our unhappy brethren. The smug. the
indifferent, the craven slaves, might seek to justify their inactivity to themselves
and others b, the comfortable phrase: 'Only have patience -- the progress of
civilisation will inevitably put &n end to Jewish persecution!' «e have closely
scanned the progress of civilisation in the bright light of the nineteegin and
twentieth centuries; we have gauged it carefully, and we have ascertained that it
is far tardier than the desolation that Jew-hatred wreaks among us. Our unfortunate
brethren cannot wait till the progress of civilization has reached their executioners
and torturers; they will have long since succumbed to grief, misery, distress, un-
certainty, disease. There is only one salvation for them —- emiﬁgtion.fiﬁnd
emigration, not as formerly to any land that offers. They have unfortun;tely today

the choice no longer. One land after anothr is shut to them and the oldg homeopathic

treatment of the philanthropic Jews, with their Councillorships and Prjivy-Councillor-

ships, and rirbons in their buttonholes, which consists of treating the evil of

dispersion with even greater dispersion, is toda; no longer applicable. WHithout
ignoring what the United otates has done for several decades on behalf of our

brethren; without overlooking the fuct that individuals and groups of foreign Jews

nave been able to seek their fortune in England, France, Italy, Holland and Scandinavia
I must still say: I can see only one land tiut has not, on principle, shut its fronties
agafnst the immigration en masse of persecuted Jews and refused tiem agricultural

settlement —— I mean Turkey."






