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ABBA HILLEL SILVER, ZEgl.
T

In rapid succession, out of the travall of the war, came the Balfour
Declaration, the San Remo Decision, the Palestine Mandate, the international
approval of Palestine as the Jewlsh Homeland, the hearty endorsement of the
Jewleh Homeland by our own government. In rapld succession came the rising
tide of chalutzim, the inrush of thousands of Jews to Palestine; new settle-
ments; new colonies; new homes; new schools, new industries; new centers of
life and thought; a new Hebrew University; a new throbbing, pulsating, joyous,
creative life in Palestine.

And Jewlish intelligence could not long brook an intransigent doctrinary
attitude of indifference and hostility to such an heroic renascence movement. It
could not; it did not. There was too much of human worth in what was going on in
Palestine. There was too much of Jewish promise in it. There was too much of
Jewlish honor at stake. And so one by one the Nun-Zionists began to reach out a
helping hand. First came those who were nearest to the center of Jewish life,
the Marshalls and the Warburgs who imew and understood. Then came many of those
who were on the periphery. It was a slow, deliberate, steady but sure process of
intellectual readjustment, if you will., Self,re-education, if you will.

Time and events and the loglc of time and the logic of new conditions,
creseted the new attitude which received ite consummation in the formation of the

Jewish Agency and its heroic symbolic expression at the Zurich Conference. I was

privileged to be there. There was something of an unprecedented quality asbout

that Conference, something of vast scope and moment, something of august solemnity
and of dremstic intensity there. The princes of Isrsel were assembled there —
the scientist, the poet, the artist, the financier, the industrialist, the savent,
the ratoi, the workingmen, men who were leaders in the political, social and

economic thought of Europe, some of them among the intellectual giants of the
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earth -- they were all assembled in one place and for one purpose. Men from the
East and from the West, men worlds apart, men who were geparated not only by
geographic boundaries but by spiritual and intellectusl boundaries. They were

all assembled there, all drawvmn together to the one place by the irresistible appeal
of one idezl and these men one by one through their spokesmen =nd their chosen

ones ascended the platform and in reverence affixed their signatures to a new

Jewish covenant, very much like that covenant which was signed in the days of

Ezra and Nehemi=h by the returned exiles of Judea. And in spite of it g11, in
epite of our diversities, in spite of our diifering attitudes, we nevertheless
signed this sure and strong covenant, 21l of us, our princes, our leaders, our
priests.

Friends, never in two thousand years was there an sssembly like that in
Israel and as I sat there, tense, breathlessly watching this drema unfolding before
my eyes, the thought kept passing through my mind, *'no, no, no, the Galuth has not
beaten these men; they are strong; the world has not conguered us; we have conquered
it. Persecution has not humiliated these men; they are proud; we are proud. Exile
has not scattered us; these men are united; we are united; we are one., The
prophecy has come ftrue.'

The political setbaciks of the past year and a quarter have, not in any
rez]l sense, demoralized the Yishub in Palestine. They were saddened Ly waat has
taken place, by the political reversals; they were angered by it, but they were not
demoralized. They dug in, they entrenched themselves, and with traditional
Jewish stiffneckedness determined to carry on. But this economic crieis which is
developing -- unless it is put to a stop and checked, is likely to create a
terrific demoralization throughout the Yishub, which will be far more serious in
its conseguences than any political setbacks which we have had, not because an

economic depression will cause sufferinz in Palestine -- the Jews there are accus-
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tomed to economic depressions and to suffering —- but beczuse it will tend to break
their spirits. PFor, if the work in Pzlestine is seriously hampered, and some of it
undermined by lack of economlc support, that puts the strongest argument in the hands
of the enemies of Palestine. What has been the tactics of the program of the enemies
of Pslestine in the past yeer? The slogan on work; check immigration or curb it; stop
the purchase of land; crystallize the movement at its present stage, and don't let it
go any further. That has been the tactice back of the White Paper. And we have
scid, No, give us the opportunity to carry on; we are just at the beginning of things;
the whole Jewish people is walting to make a success of this Palestine experiment.
And now, if the Yishub is to be faced with what I hope it will not be faced, what
will our enemies in Palestine say? You egk for more immigrants and you camnot take
care of those which you have. You ask for more land and you cannot properly culti-
vate the land which you now have. And it will be the unanswerable argument.

We have insisted that our great work in Palestine shall not be interrupted or
interfered with by the Mandatory Government. We must not allow our own people to
bring about the same results and worse through economic neglect. An economic collapse

of our work in Palestine at this time would De the strongeet weapon in the hands of

our adversaries who have been urging the restriction of immigrestion into Pslestine

and other measures calculated Lo destroy the very foundations of our enterprise.

The Americen Palestine Campaign is the first in which the Jewlsh Azency, as
such, thout collaborstion with other agencies, faces the task of raising the requisite
funds for Palestine. The menner in which the elements within the Agency, both Zionist
and non-Zionist, will respond will be the test of the efficacy and the worth-whileness
of the Agency itself. If Zionists and Non-Zionists throw themselves heartily into
the woric of organization, campaigning and contribution there will ensure a splendid
vindication of the vision and idealism which brousht the Agency into existence. Some-
thing of the exalted spirit of Zurich, 1929 ought to be recaptured for the gre:=t,

hard task ghead of us.
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An act of histppic moment is about to be consumated. It will

not be a precipitated sct. Rarely has a matter/been considered

80 long,so carefully and so earnestly by our org-nifiation, The
whole Zionist world has for six years narticipated a prolonged
and searching discussion of this subject, in the press, on the
rostrum, at conventions and at congresses. Everything that could
have been said,has been sad. And now you are about to act,and I
hope decisively. And a new era will begin,

I rise to speak for the American Zionists who will vote for the
extended Jewlsh Agency. We of America mre anxious ss I am sure

you are,that the step which we are about to take shall eventuate

in the good which we expect it to yield., Americs has of course

been central in the entire project of the extended sgency. The

idea of extending the sgency gained headway among the Zionists

of the world chiefly though not exclusively because of the hope

that it will tap new veins of strength,new regsourcesgof m{n-

power and money=power for Palestine among the numerically strong and
economically prosperous Jews of America., My acqmintance with all

the elements of the Jewish people in America justifies my belief that
this hope will in large measure be realised,provided we who are

here end they who will be here willbring to the new sllisnce a

full measure of mutual confidence,a willingness to kxxenykax learn
to understand each other and a desire to b¥dige gulfs and not to
widen them,

I have followed with the closest attention the deliberations of
this body on the subject of the aze cy. I haWe been keenly aware

of the doubts and fears which have ggitated many of our delegates
and which were exnressed here in the midst of great strain snd
tension. I have profoundly sympathised with all of them and per=
sonally shered some of them. Anyone who is at all sensitive to the
quality of nigh jealous loyalty which a great 1deal evokes among
its devotees will readily understand that men who have through many
wearying years struggled sacrificially for the ideal of Zionismp
could not have approached the radically new departure which is in-
volved in the preposed enlarged agency without great hesitaney and
trepidstion. No one would question themotives of those men who
sought by every honorable means to safeguard the integrity of their
ideal, to b#ttress it with constitutional gusrantees and to build
bulwarks and defences around it. This has been done = and I believe
wisely done.

But ,my friends,the greater taesk still remsins., How to establish the
reqired mood, the necessary psychological atmosphere,the fmxmwikmx
favourable state of mind, in order that our new cooperative en'erw
prise mey thrive. This is not yet been achieved, and the unavoidably
selfcentered deliberations of the past few days have not contributed
to this desired end. Not having the light of past experiences to
gulde us in this new venture, we were in the dark and in the dark

it is not difficult to conjure up all sorts of ghosts and appart-
tions. These are still with us. It must be clear to all of us that
upon the broken seas of suspleion and mistrust the ceraft which we
have now lesunched so heavily fraighted with our precious cargo
cannot navigate. It will never reach port. Unless we bring to our
new alliance a warm confidene, a vital eagerness and a self-assurane
¢e which does not take counsel of fear,this new alliance will prove
a tragic futility. It will not enkindle theimagination of our
people. It will not a'tract those whom we hope to attract and it
will not release those new energies which we are anticipating,

"arhans only time will disvell these doubts,but a beginning must
even now be made,Within a very few days our new allies will come
here from all parts of the world. Let us remember that they are
coming not as ejnemies or competitors, bt as fiiends. They come
"\ t‘?h.hlm with us &Me common historie underteking,to bear their
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gshare of a common burden,to assame with us a corporate national
reaponsibility. They do not come to subvert or to destroy. In

candour and good faith they are coming to help us bald the

Jewish home~-land, Many of them have rendered and 'r 1dering great

and distingiishsd service to our people in other fields,- political,
economic,cultural,religious and humanitarian, Many of them hawe
earned by the merit of their lives the universal esteem and confiden-
ce of all groups m in our population,Zionist and Non-Zionist,

native or foreign born, orthodox or reform, labour or capital.

They represent the best and worthies in our communal 1life.

Please remember that those who are vehemently opposed to us will

not wish to enter the new compact. They will avoid it. For we

have nothing to offer them ba heavy burdens and hard work. Those

who are coming are men who love their people,who are vitally con-
cerned sbout its survival,and who see in Palestine not another
opportunity for the exercise of their phi antropic impulses =
opportunities which are not wanting them elsewhere - but the alle
together unique and challenging opportunity to assist in the

xxtuxt realizsation of vast historic purpose - the physical and
cultural unbuilding of our home-land. Perhans unconscionly they too
have now been cought up by the mighty rhythm of our peoples forward
march, Perhaps they too have now been stirr=d by the cadence of the
life-song of omjpeoples resurrgftion. They wish the great experiment
without histerie precedentj - of the inegathering of a world - disper
sed people, - their people~ to succeed. They wish to share in the
pride of its success,

They are not avowedly Zionists,to be sure. They are not imbued
with our 1deology. They have lived in a world different and re-
moved from that in which many of us have liwved. On the other hand
it is clear,even to a casil observer, that they are groping fer
& new ideoclogy,a new intellectual ﬁuatmunt,a new way of Jekish
living., The old slogans no longer satisfy them Perhaps it is this
unsatisfied hunger which is propelling them to Palestine and to
us. Perhaps in seeking Palestine,they are seeking their own lost
identity, Perhaps in finding Palestime,they will find themselves.

If we meet them in complete sympathy and Erust ,relying on time,
experience and the megic alchemy of Palestine to win them over to
our doctrime even as they have now been won over to our work, then
we will live to bless this day and this act. If on the other hend
we shall confront them as an armed camp,bristling with prejudgments
ahd suspicions, set as it were for s conflict of wills and purpo=
ses, with minds ahut—iqhnur andprickly, we shall destroy even more
then we are now attempting to build

We the American Zionists regard the action which will be taken to-
night as evidence not of weskness but of vigour, Tt is to us
evidence of the virlile pliability of a living organism,ofa movement
which has not permitted itself to become rigid and inflexible. Ve
have made a rew ajustment,which entails no break., This is the

way of life and progress.,

Let us face the new era in hopefulness. Let us have faith in oure
selves,in the all-conquering power of our ideal and in the trans-
forming power of Palestine. Let those who are now coming work with

us in e Union sacrée,a Brith Kadosh, Let them work with us in Pa-
lestine. Let the spirit of that land ente r into their 'blood, Let

them come in contact with all that the indefeasible spirit of our
people has builded there, our settlements andour colonies,our v
schools and our university,our spgech and our culture,our Palestenia
manhood ewe womanhood, youth,and we havej doubt but
vhet Palesiina will persuade them and exalt them, wy
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On July 28, 1943, .rior to the agreement referred ‘o ahove, I wrote to Dr. Wise

-

mistake made by me on that score ut all!l

_—

a lengthy letter from which I guote tie followings

"Both you and Ur. Weizmann approached me some months ago with the rejuest to
take over the directlion of the political work of our Movement. You felt, as uany
of us have felt right along, that thore has been an unfortunate confusion, in
efficiency, over-lapping and cross-purposes in our politiccl work and that the
situation called for complete reorganization and above all for centralization of
authority. Both you and Dr. iieizmann as well as Mr. Lipsky and others sked me to
take over this work. I demurred knowing of the determined opposition of some of the
men who today control the administration of the ZOA. I told you that while I was
willing to fight for Zionism, 1 was not willing to stert & fight with Zionists
for the privilege of serving the cause. You appealed to me to take over the werk
on the zround that you yourself are heavily encumbered with many otlier responsibilities,
and are tired%...

"fhen you told me yesterduy over the telephon: that you have been parsuaded
to retain the chairmanship of the Zionist Emeryency Committee, I was somewhat
bewildered. If it was your intention to remain in that important post, neither I
nor anyone else would have considered supplanting you. The office is yours by right
of service and achievement in the Movement. But I assumed a«ll along that you earnestly
wisheglto be relieved of it. It was on the basis of that understanding the
participated in the discussions in the last few months looking towards a reorganization.
If now you feel that you wish to retain tis office not in an honorary, but in an active
capacity, I wish you would let me «now definitely, and in making my reply to the

draft lettar addressed to me, I will say that Dr. Wise is head of the political
emergency work of the Movement and there is no need for drafting me or anyons else,

and that as far as the Presidency of the ZOA is concerned, 1 never sought that

office, and I find opportunities for my Zionist services in other fields.%.css
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So that when on August 9, 1948, Dp. Wise, Dr. Goldstein and I signed an agreement
in Dr. “iaa‘;\h¢udy stoting "that with tte concurrence of all parties, Dr. Abba
Hillel Silver, Cha}:rm..an of the Uni,"l:,ad Palestin Appea), for long one of the most
distinguished figures 1n\21Jnisq¢ will be sumuzoned to leadership in the sphere of
political affairs by becoming }he Co~Chairman with me of the Americun Emergemcy
Committee for Zionist arfuirgi and assuming ulso the Chairmanship of its Executive
Committee, the body raspnna}"ble for the centralized direction of our political
efforts,' Dr, Wise knew ;13 what I meant by leadership and by centrulized direction.
He fully~EE§arstund thu?‘l would not assume %he role of u« vice-President to him ;r
that he would retailn the sume authority in the political field which was his before

___he__and others invitéd me io_assume the jolitical dirﬂﬁtiuu of our-werk.-

Unfortunately, as soon as the reorganization of our Council began to show

results and new life was infused into it, Dr. Wise evidently changed his mindfﬂfj l@
'Ek.; : ﬁ *

prngrasaivaly during the ye?ﬂ, began tu-ap—aasert

preted the cautqupra; and has so overihalmin31} Bndoraﬂé ny gusi Eh1 The rank

e then endeavored to 1 acré&it mﬁ work and to bring
. ]
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series of obstacles on the road to recovery, but assuredly
they do not give up! Reconversion in the United States docs
not take the exact pattern intendcd and plenned, but does any-
body dcubt that .merican economy will find the way to emerge

from whatever difficulties beset 1t?

It is not rea=onable to expeet the Jewish ngency to have
en answer ready to all guestions that may be asxed aboutl any
future difficulty. It is the broad picturc that should be

decisive.

And above all duc eredit should be given to a factor, the
positive effect of which iz immense and escapes calculation.
It is the unbrecakable rezolution of the Jewish people to build
up its National Home, & roszolution insplired by a deep attach-
ment to the soil of the Promised Land, rooted inm the tradition
of thirty centurics and strengthened by the desperate plight in
which a large portion of the Jewish people is finding itself.
This resolution which has rendercd the seemingly impossible
possible in the pest will continue to do so in the future. Lhe
Jewish sgeney mekcs this statement not in the leest a&s a figure
of speech but as & cold and objective statement of fact. Des-
perete resolution born out of pastriotism and stiffened by des-
perate necessity, is a highly potent economic factor: The
exertions made and the results achieved in this war by the
British and american peoples would not have been credited scven
years ago by those themselves who have performed and achieved
them. Dunkirk and Pearl Harbour have mightily influenced the
British and smerican wsr economies. They have stimulated &
volume of production out of all proportion to what the wildest
imegination had believed possible in peace tine. They have
csused obatacles to melt awsy which at one time were believed

to be unsurmountable, The Jewish people is in no way less sen-

citive te thc aame impulses,




The American Jewish community will survive if it will remain
feithful to the basic dogma of Jewish existence - the sense of group
solidarity, of peoplehood, of belonging to an historic Jewish
comzunity which cuts across time and space, and which is centered
in & 1ife covenant with the @ernal principles of Judaism and with
universal lsrael., The American Jewish community of tomorrow will
draw strength from continued and increased cultural apd spiritual
contacts with Israel, lsracl may draw cuitural and spiritual strength
in the future from contacts with the American Jewish commuiity
if this community will be strong in Jewish learning and vital.

Jften in the past, Jewish life in Palestine was replenished by
spiritual and cultural influences coming from Jewish centers
outside Palestine, Both Judaism and the Hebrew language at times
had to struggle for survival even in Pajestine. At this very time
Judaism {s passing through a severe crisis of adjustment in Israel,
The guiding prineciple should be maximal participation in American
life and maximal devotion to its progress and security, along with
maximal interest in, and support of, Israel. The guiding objective
both for the Jews in America and the rest of the Diaspora, as well
as the Jews In the State of Israel, should be the swurvival of

Judafsm, which alone has given meaning and glory to our history.

I am persvaded that the synagogue will be the institution
primarily responsible for the survival of the American Jewish

community, as it has been responsible for our survival throughout

our Dispersion. To fulfill this task, the synagogue must become much
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Translated into concrete terms, it means replenishing the spiritual and relie-
glous reservoirs of Jewish life = the symagogue, the religious shool, the academies,
the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship., For years now the Jewish commmities
of the world, other than those, of course, which were destroyed or ravaged by war and
persecution, had to give priority to works of relief, physical rescue and the recone
struction of the State of Israel, Much of this work will have to continue into an
unpredictable future. Certainly there still remains the urgent and compelling need
for taking care of the hundreds of thousands of refugees who are seeking a home in
Israel,

But even while this work is going on, and certainly as the urgency and pressure
of that work diminishes, as we hope it will with the years, increasingly our energies
and our resources should be poured into the permanent and positive spiritusl and cule
tural institutions and enterprises of Judaism, We must begin to think again in terms
of the total picture of Jewish life, both geographically and historically, Millions
of Jews will live in Israel in the days to comey millions more will live outside of

Israel. It is the religion of Judaism which will umite them, not any political bonds.

Judaism kept our people inside and outside of Palestine together as one religicus
fellowship in the past although they were politically unrelated, For the sake of the
Jews the world over, for the enrichment of their own lives, and for their effective
contribution to the progress of the countries in which they are citisens, and for
hastening the day of the Kingdom, it is imperative that we begin to pour again owr
creative tldnking, our substance and our energies into the institutions of Jewish ree
ligious life,

The 5,000,000 Jews of the United States owe it to themselves, to their children
and to this great and beloved country of which they are proud and loyal citizens to
mm-um.mmmuaawummmuwnmm
the total life of American democracy,
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boundodes as sanciiocned by the Uplted Nations, and ald in developing ite econoamy.®

Yo hop.#anﬂmur that the Democratic Party, when 1%, %00, meets in Convention
EDOR, ﬂlhhuulr volce i%s conviction that the new Jewish state ghould be safe-
guarded n.gla:lntt sggreasion and smputation, and that 4t ghould be given whatever econ-
omic support ean properly de glven to it Lo help it 4% galn a strong and sure foobing.

Should the peace negotiations break down, we shall haveto turn to our govermmea$
and agk for the Lmmediate revision of the embargo so that the defenders of the state
of lerael may be able to scquiré wrms and asmunition in this country which prides it-
eelf upon being the arsenal of desmocracy. Surely an immediate de jure recognition of
the state of Israsl would strengthen and greatly hesrtsn the new lutj\m ::{u
through a perlod of great trial and peril, Whatever strong indicatiocns our governsem
can glve ot this time of utmost sincerity and determination in supporting the etate of
Isrsel wille ntridbute to the pacification of the situation in the Near Zast and %o an
early reconcillation of the Arab peoples to the existence and the integrity of the
state of Jerael, I% would be heartening also 80 have our own country sponsor the ad~
misglon of the state of lsrael to the Upited Ebtions.

The appoint:ent of Mr. James O, Maclonald as head of a United States mission te
Igrcel vas o most welcome gesture of goodvilland friendly cooperation, Mr. MacDosmaldims
been among the most urderstanding and helpful friende of the historic cause of our
yeople over a periol of meny years., ¥We wonder whether the sppointuent of Mr, MacDemald
may not be taken %o indicate thit the end of the era of Loy Henderscn iz the State De-
partuent is fest approaching. It is high time that this areh foe of Hnﬂ%m has
dore eo much mischief should be removed from & position wvhere he eaa frustrate, os he
has time and again by adroit smcaipulation on the lower levels, the purposes of his
government axd the wishes 0f the American people. The Besley-Headerson axis t’* be (|

troken,




but of the Jewish tnpl& as a whole and n!,‘ Judaism, the noblest creation of the
\

J*wish pedple, and l1ts aup gift to man]&ind, that Diaspora Jewry shbuld remain
vﬂtal, vi s and bpirituall& sound, All \t.alk, however pat.rioticnlly motivated,
'lrl'qch derogﬂ(ﬂ:a Dilspéra Jewry o"r altogether wkitaa it off, is meaningless and
ha'n);ful in t.l-% extrema What 19 clearly indic\nted today is the setting'in motion

of the liveliest nnsslblé. spiritual and cultural intercomunidaticna and inter-

\
actinﬁa 'bet'lreen ;arael ana\ the Dias Do}m, similar to l‘lth;ad:. which hxisted during

pericds"‘ of the Second cmmo\mith.
In ﬂ‘m past, centers of

ish life shifted from one part of the world to
another., At times several important centers existed simultaneously, In our

day we saw the oldest and noblest center of Jewish life in Furope practically
desiroyed. Providentially, two other important centers are arising today and
are growing in strength and significance = the national center in Israel » and
the Diaspora center in the United States. The /‘merican Jewish community owes it
to itself and to history to take over its full measure of responsibility for
carrying on the historic work of Judaism. For this mighty task it will have to
find, in the future, the resources within itself. It willmo longer be able to
live on borrowing. It can no longer expect its spiritual and cultural provisions
to come to it from the 0ld World. 01d World Jewry no longer exists as a provisioning

center, We shall have to prepare ourown victuals,




WW%,

V‘The State of Israel 15"a great and glorious fact j—J-ewiehtife;—ome-whitil

is destined to-influence itsevery phase everywhere: But greater than the
State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater than the people of Israel

is the immortal vision and hope which sustained our people through the long
centuries, which made of it a covenanted people, pledged to the ;ideal of
Malchut Shamayim, the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.

N Zionism, as the pledge of positive Jewish living in the spirit of our death-
less prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, to
work together for the coming of the next great age, the distant, the ultimate
age, the Messianic Age, when justice and peace will be established on earth,
when "Each man will live under his vine and under his fig tree with none to
make him afraid."

l\ The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the Drama of
Israel. Our people is moving on, the ark of the covenant is moving on, in
greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the broad highways of
the world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the end of days, prefigured by our seers,
"When they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the earth

shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover the sea. "
)m’f/
= mj\mﬁw
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The faith that will serve us best, as free men in this great age,
is faith in the worth and significance of the individual, and his inalienable
rights. Without such faith which\was written as a dogma into the heart of our
Declaration of Independence and our, Constitution - "Je hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are crea:gd equal and that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rinhthf - man's stature will be progressively
reduced, the free domains of his mind a&ﬂ spirit will speedily come under iron-

clad controls, and man's dignity will be dragged into the dust. With such a

faith, we will be strong enjuszh to accept all necessary sccial controls and

still remain a free society. It will help us ko set our course by a dependable
Fd '\\

compass, :
\

One of the evil forces gt work in the world today which tend to under-
mine the individual and destroy/his intellectual integrity is the force of
organized propaganda whose objective is to stanpede men to think uncritically
and emotionally in the way s special interest wants them to think. Through
slogans, catch-words, clichés and cleverly coined half-truths, it drives men
or panics them into attitudes and actions which men would not take if they were
given accurate facts and information upon which to base judgments and attitudes.
Propadanda in our day has been developed into a dangerous pseudo-science.
Through the readily avafilable mass media of communication, it can undo over-
nitht, as it were, gererations of slow, patient, and pains-taking work of educa-
tion. Our great danger today is not illiteracy. The overwhelming majority of
our people knows h to read and write. The great danger of our day is propa-

ganda, whose aim ig to confound and to confuse and by misinformation to mis-

direct our literatfe population,
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The third element in the faith which will serve us best in our ex-
citing new age is faith in the sanctity of method - the method of human progress.

Spiritual religion defined 2 method by which men might attain morally
desirable ends, a method worthy of such ends, It outlawed the notion that moral
ends justify immoral means. Each single step on the way toward the realization
of a worthy objective must, as far as is humanly possible, be a worthy objective
in itself. To establish justice or freedom or peace, men must employ the ways of
justice, freedom and peace.

The more exalted human goals are, the less likelihood there is of
their early or complete attaimnment, Accordingly, when ruthless, brutal, im-
patient and desperate measures are employed, they not only make the attainment
of these goals impossible; they also turn man's long journey towards them into
one of unmitigated misery and horror.

The classic way of religion has never been fully tried in the world,
Today in an evolving atomic/aze wherein man's power is #astly augmented, in-
cluding the power of self-destruction, it is being Annored more thoroughly than
at any time in human history. State and class dutocracies have proceeded on the
theory that th>re/is no law superior to theirs, and that their brutal methods are
justified by tleir results,

The| shame of our age is that men are committing the most shameless

acts of inmorality in the name of high moraliky. Methods which are abhorred and

denounced in one's opponents are rationalized aRd justified as moral imperatives

when employed by oneself. IMen talk of justice and brotherhood, of a classless
society and universal peace, but they act as if the ideals were demons out of

hell, lashing them om\ to the most horrible acts of injustice, hatred and violence.
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It is clearly the part of sound method in our atomic ase to look for
a workable formula which will regulate the differences between the Fast and the
"'est and discover a "modus vivendi™ for the two 7reat sections of humanity which
are now so danzerously riven and separated by seemingly irreconcilable ideologies.

It is clear that the rivalry between these ideologies cannot be de-
cided on the battlefield. Roth power-blocs are in possession of the globe-
destroying power of the A-bomb and the E-bomb, Neither will be intimidated by the
preponderance of arms on the p.rt of the other. It is inconceivable that the
statesmen of the world will be so made as to trv to win a decision through atomic
warfare. The alternative confronting mankind today is co-existence or non-
existence. This beifyj the case, it is clearly thé€ part of patriotism, of en-
lightened self<interest, and of altruism tofeek ways of living tosether on this

n spite of the opposing and Arreconcilable ideolozies.

In the field of religious controversy it was once thought that the
existing differences were irreconcilable and t'at opposing religious persuasions
could not live on the same earth, not to speak of the same country or city.
Juring the seventeenth century Zurope was drenched in blood by religious wars,
The stakes then were even hisher than in our day, for it was not only this world
that was involved, but the next world as well, And yvet after much bloodshed and
the ruin of towns and provinces, it was found necessary at long last to work out
ways of toleration and co-existence, leavint the ideolosies to take care of them-

selves, No religion abandoned its position, its claims to being the sole reposi-

tory of true religion or of its missionary activity, but somehow ways were found

for all to live together. Today in many parts of Europe and .merica they have
learned not only to live together but to work together in amity and friendship

for the paramount objectives common to them all.
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There is no other solution to the political and economic differences
which are now tesring our world apart. The dread alternative is universal de-
struction,

For our civilization to survive, it is clearly necessary to revise
the mood and thought pattern of our aze, and to recharge our world culture with a

new devotion to the sanctity of method in human progress.

Jith such a faith, built upon the reality of purpose in the universe,

the significance, the individual and the sanctity of method, we can spread wide
our adventuring sails and plow resolutely into the surge and thunder of our un-

predictable odyssey, confident that our high hopes will, from time to time, find

their blessed anchoraze in some harbor of our hearts' desire.




There are certain achievements in science which come to be known as break-

throughs. Supersonic speé:ml was such a breakthrough. So were nuclear fission and

the space satellite. In thase and similar instances, man battered down barriers

which had hemmed him in sinc;\t.he beginning of time. And each breakthrough opened

up for man new and unexplored worlds of immeasurable possibilities, Each, as it
were, was a new day of creation:.__

In human history too, there are such breakthroughs -- political, social and
ecnnoﬁic,m-ghs. The Renaissance was such a one. ‘he American Revolution,
the French Revolution, _and’ for the Soviet Union and its people, the Russian Revolution.
With their occurrences in history, nsankind began to move in radically new directions.
And the world was neyer the same again. \

In Jewish tﬁst,cry, 1ike1ri5a, there hﬁve transcired events of such eritical

L ———

and decisive char;c.t.ar, that they, too, muat_be regarded as breakthroughs, The

Exodus from E was such a breakthrough. The giving of the Law at Sinai, and
the prophet.ic ovement to which it gave rise, wa‘q such a breakthrough for the
religious dqéelnpnent. of Israel, and of mankind gﬂnerally. The return from the
Babylo captivity, the victory of the Haccabeas each one of these momentous
events/ inaugurated a new era and each opened windows ‘upon new horizons for our

il PP

L W one of the most significant breakthroughs in Jewish history
were the Ulﬁted Nations Resulut:l::; of November 1947, and the Proclamation of the
State of Israel in May 1948, These events broke down the 2,000 year-old barrier
of the Galut which had hemmed in our people and wedged them in helplessl)%
opened a new age of freedom, of political and spiritual independence. It changed
everything, including ourselves. We began to think differently amnd to act and to
speak differently. We found ourselves experiencing a complex of new sensations
which had been alien to our people for centuries. We discovered unsuspected reservoirs

of energy and resources within ourselves, a capacity to undertake and execute projects

which formerly we had been persuaded were beyond our powers,




From the far corners of the earth, the dispersed and the scattered, the despoiled
and the broken remnants of our people were helped to come to Israel and there
to find haven, rest and a re-born hope.

Igrael has given our people a sense of unity hitherto unknown, and a
e el

sense of Eride of which the Galut (Exile) had robbed us. (On the verse of the

. 2
Psalmist: 13 NN ;‘)r N }'1[)% Y D> e C}fuhl -
"Jerusalem that is built like a city round which everything is united', the Rabbi
commented: 5T D5 o _Ak w2 272~ L 216 "Jerusalem is a city
which unites all the children of Israel one to another. ”)

We have become more fully aware of our strong bond of people-hood, our

group solidarity, and we do not rue it nor try to explain it away. We have

op—

gratefully re-discovered the pride of our heritage and destiny. Our children
are facing their world with a new courage, a firmer faith and a greater dignity.

Israel has served us well, and we are resolved to serve Israel well. (We
shall not be like the inhabitants of Meroz, who did not come to the help of their
people in that day of fateful struggle by the waters of Megiddo, and were there-
after forever execrated. ) We shall faithfully, through the oncoming years, give
Israel our full support until its foundations are firmly laid, and its walls and
bulwarks are made strong and secure,

But while the hope of national restoration was always an integral part of

our people's faith, it was never the whole of it. Providentially, the long-deferred

hope came to fruition in our day. It was a blessed and glorious consummation




which our generation was privileged to behold. It did greatly exalt us. Our
people always looked forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of
greatness, elation and hope. '"When the Lord will bring back the captivity

of Zion...they will say among the nations: the Lord hath done great things with
us. We shall rejoice.'" But what has so peridEntially transpired in our day

should re-charge our courage for the greater tasks which lieahead. For the

—

Messianic hope of our people has been realized only in part. Galut -- exile --

has indeed come to an end, and shi'bud malkuyot, ''servitude under foreign pg:ers”.

But in its profounder and universal sense of aharit ha-yamim, the establishment

of the good society of universal justice, brotherhood and peace on earth, the

Messianic hope of our people is far from having been consummated. The ultimate

S
goal of our people reaches beyond all nationylS=ss¥ewetions and sovereignties to

the time "when they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the

earth shall be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea. ' T_lll_i-s as yet
unrealized hupe,cur people must continue to proclaim, certainly in this day when
our proud civilization is crawling underground into caves and bomb shelters. & wWa.
can do so today more hopefully as a result of what has transpired in Jewish life.

In a new, buoyant mood of achievement and vindication, the leaders of our people
everywhere may now devote themselves to the tn_t_a_liiy of the Messianic message

which, in spite of the establishment of the State of Israel, remains unfulfilled.

The great work is yet to be dune!
WL usad st g-ﬂ- n-DﬁMflﬁﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁ-J

bal_ln_heasmlﬁthat these are dangerous, eruptive and unpredictable
L

times for all peoples. Passions are running highin our worllihatea and fears are

stirred up, sed Br%judices have proved to be formidable weapons in the hands of
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unscrupulous political adventurers and governments. There are those who
are determined to stop at nothing! Such violent times are especially dangerous
for minority groups, and even more so for the Jewish minority group which
historically has suffered most in periods of social, political or economic up-
heaval. Because they are everywhere, they are always in the center of world
events, and as the Rabbis said, in commenting upon the fate of Jews at such
times, when the stone falls upon the pot, the pot is broken, and when the pot
falls upon the stone, it is the pot again which is broken.

w"'h.uﬂ-‘ﬂ- M/g.q,p n Jﬂmmﬂ
During the past year t_ a resurgence of anti- Semltlsrﬁ The evil ,

. ~
Satanic forces reared their ugly heads again in many parts of the world, most

¢
shamelessly in Argentina, but also in the freest countries & earth, Britain and

the United States. The Algerian Jewish community was scattered in a mass
flight, and Moroccan Jewry feels itself unsafe and is emigrating. Suppression
of the rights of the Jewish people in the Soviet Union continues unabated.
In such times our only salvation, as a people, lies in solidarity, in closing
—_— —_—
ranks, in strengthening our defenses, in mutual helpfulness. We dare not relax
our alertness. We dare not be tardy in rushing aid, economic or political, to
any hard-pressed sector of our people anywhere. We must re-enforce every weakened
or threatened segment ofour far-flung line. This has been our strategy of sur-

vival in the past. It must continue to be so in the future, whose remote horizons

no one can glimpse.
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The last 60 years write one of the most amaging and revolutionary chapters,
glorious as well as tragic, in all human history., 7T do not refer to the unnumbered
scientific inventions and discoveries of these years which link the electriec with
the atomic age, T have in mind the crucial political and social transformations
of these six decades =~ the disintegration of vast empires, the birth of new
states, the gigantic struggles between economic systems, between democracy and
dictatorship, the rise and fall of Fascism and Nagiism and communist expansion.

It is against the background of these unprecedented social and political
upheavals which uprooted old systems and the way of life of many people that
we must view the history of our people. lany people suffered bitterly during tlse
convulsive years but more paid as high a price as the Jewish people. None came
as close to total annihilation. OCne need not review here the fearful catalogue
of disasters, e know it all too well; the rest of the world is not eager to
be reminded,

Put the darkness of these years was not entirely unrelieved. They gave us

the Zionist movement, the renaissance of Hebrew Culture and the birth of the

State of Israel, They also established for ~ur people flourishing centers of

life ani freedom in the New /orld,

The strong nationalist movements of the 19th and early 20th Benturies which
were frequently intolerant of the rights of minorities, and led to an intensified
anti=-semitism in many countries, also lent logical force and cogency to Jewish
nationalist aspirations, The barbaric excesses against our people which followed
the First World Var and those of Fascism and Naziism before and during the Second
fiorld War dramatized the tragic rroblem of Jewish national homelessness and placed
it urgently and undeniably upon the agenda of world statesmanship. Important
sections of world Jewry, long beguiled by millenial dreams of universalism and
cosmopolitanism were rudely shaken out of their wishful thinking and were forced
to confront the stark reality of their existence, This was the beginning of their
spiritual redemption., All these factors combined to bring about the political

emancipation of our people, and to the re-establishment of the third Jewish




Commorwealth,

Not automatically, of coursel History follows no lines of external pressures
alone. Without the long=sustained and religiously-nurtured hope of national
restoration, and the unbroken will of the masses of our people to see Zion rebuilt,
without inspiring leadership ani competent organization and untold sacrifices, the
opportunities which the political events during the two world wars presented would
have been missed, and the great moment would have passed us by again, The 7Zsonist
movement, however, and all ihat preceded it in pains-taking crganizational and
educational work, in the dedicated labors of writers, teachers and propagandists,
in the creative achievements of two generations of pioneers, had reaiied the
Jewish people for just such an historic moment, The Spear was not to lack the
shaft again, nor the sword its hilt,

This we should always remember. "ithcut an orgenized and mobilized world

Jewry, the State of Israel would never have been established = and withokt it —=-

it cannot be gustained,

The line of Israel's political and economic defense is world Jewry.
Fven Israel's superb army must in the last analysis depend upon the material
resources which, in large part, the Jews of the world must make available, The
great world powers, competing for Arab friendship, have not opened, nor are
likely to open their arsenals to Israel, as they have to the Arabs, Each of the
world powers is amming'its own proteges. Israel is the protege of neither,

The fortunes of Isrzel in the maelstrom of the Near East are unpredictable,
Global forces have chosen that area as their arena for decisive conflict. This
has occurred often in the past, Until tha% conflict is resolved, and peacefully,
we hope, and until Israel's Arab neighbors have reconciled themselves to its
existence, the Near Fast will be full of tensions and the position of Isrsel
will be fraught with danger,




I know of your great concern about the recent developments in

the Hekar East lr‘ni 1}5 h?:ve heigh nerd the apprehension of the
\_ GIR. . o f‘U*'-'-"m-‘ a (.5
citizens of Iarael bﬁt me 'assure you that n&ﬂﬁnmnment 85" Wb

LA deeply interested in the security of the young State of Israel. ,____H“

A

-

oL
It does not wish to see it in any way endangeredg

conscious of the love of freedom and democracy

~oWITWEY of Tife r-hich has alse charaﬁt.erized the government and

_herpeople of the State of Israel. “’g’é have followed with

‘ admiration the development of the new State and the zeal_ .as®
enrbhewtasm of its pioneers and builders, It is our sincere
wish to be helpful in every way and to see the existing

differences between Israel and the neighboring Arab states
o
amicably adjusted to the great and lasting benefi? afpt.heir

peoples,
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more a place of religious education than it has been heretofore.

An essential feature of this Jewish religious education is the
teaching of the Hebrew language, in which our religious culture has
most fully expressed itself, No Jewish community ever survived for
loag which i'qﬁ;ed Hebrews Lo Jewish community ever contributed
culturally t.o‘ .Jzuish life which did not foster the Hebrew language
and literature. The Hebrew langnage is not only the repository of
Our west glorious cutural trophies, It has been a powerful instrument
for progress and renewal in Jewish life, and the bond of union, and
the chain of continuity. The rebrew language served our people as the
weapon with which to batter down the spiritual and intellectual walls
of the ghetto. It was the highway along which our people moved into
the modern world. One camnot, of course, think of our national

renaissance movement from the carly Hibbat Zion days to the recent

crowning days of struggle and victory without thinking of the

brilliant ﬁw of Hebrew writers, poets, and essayists who inspired

and sustained it,

If we are thinking of any cultural link in the future between
Israel and the Jews of the Diaspora, then we must be thinking in
terms of the Hebrew language. We must raise generations of Jews who
will be able to read the language in which the future cq;lt.urnl creations

of Israel will be cast,
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Another Article of Unbelief is th t Liveralism is dead. 1
do not believe th:t Liberalism is dead, either aus o wuy of life or
as & goul of life. I know that Liberalism is more or less a discredited

thing today.

I inow th:t our mood is still a mood of tension, emergency. 1 imow
th.t some people feel that the only way to change things is through
ruthlessness, chan-e and destruction. The mood of our peo-le is
still pathologicul, mot only “rom the World sar but from wh.t followed
tie war - the oreakdown in democratic gov-rnment in the world, the
econ mic depression which is unparalleled in the history of mankind.
These and many other Tactors hove given us the kind of world we have,
a world aporehensive, full of mudness. Yet I believe ti:t the principle
of prosress through liberalism, hunan advancement through the free
exercise of maun's power of will has zot to reassert itself and I
pelieve 1t is begzinning to reassert itself today.

A fow days ago I came across an article by one of the

srextests ninds today, Professor Dewey, who had been wav ring between

Liberalism and Dictatorsnip, but wh: has come finally to the steady

ligznt of a firm conviction. He writes:

Radicalism in the minds of many, however, both among its
professed adherents and its bitter enemies, is identified with a
purticular method of changin: the system. To then, it means the change
of the pregsent =ystem by violent overthrow. Radicalism of this sort
is opposed to liberalism and 1liberalism is opposed to it. Far
liberalism both by ite history and by its own nature is committed to
democratic methods of effecting social change.

The iden of forecing men to be free is an old idea, but by
nature it is op osed to freedom. PFreedom is not sometiing thut can
be handed to men as & zift from mtside, whether by old-fashioned
dyn stic benevolent despotisms or by new-f.shioned dictatorships,
whether of the proletarian or of the “ascist order., It is something




which can be had only as individuals participate in wimning it, and
this fact, rather than some particular vpolitical mechanism, is the
essence of democr.tie liveralism.

The denial of the democratic method of achieving social
control is in cart the product of sheer impatience and romantic
longing for a short-cut which if it were t.ken would defeat its
own end, It is in part the fruit of the Russian revolution,
oblivious of the fact that Russia never had any democratic tradition
in its whole history and was accustomed to dictatorial rule in a way
that is foreign to the spirit of every Wester.u country. In part,
it is the product of the capture of the machinery of democratie
legislation and administration by the dominant economic power,
kmown for short as vlutocracy or "the interests."

Discontent with democracy as it operates under conditions
of exploit.tion by speclal interests has justification. But the
notion that the remedy is violence and a c¢ivil w r between classes
is a counsel of despair. If the method of violence and eivil war
be adopted the end will be either fascism, open and undisguised,
or the common ruin of both parties to the struggle. The democratic
method of gocial change is slow; it labors under many and serious
handicaps imposed b the undemocratic character of what passes for
democracy. But it is the method of liberalism, with its belief
that liberty is the means as well as the goal and that only through
the development of individuals in their volunt.ry coopération with
one another can the development of individuality be made securs
and eanduring.

I pass on to one other article of unbelief. I do not believe
that sclence can save mankind, I do not beli=ve that salvation of mankind
lies in the conquest of knowledge. I huve seen and you have seen th:t
& nigh level of cscientific development cun be destroyed - as in the

case of Germany - with brutality and ruthlessness.

Though ful peovle inave begun to speuk guestioningly about the

wdvances of science, Science has lengthened li“e, But what do we do with

our leagthened lives’' Science has made possible gre.ter ease in traveling.

Where do we travel? Sclence has made possible easier communication between

people’ But what are we commnicuting’' Science has given man more

that ower’! Is he using that power to
power. But what is he doing with ik p/
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I went to Palestine in November 26, 1945 to attend the session of the

World Zionist Executive and the Jewish Agency for Palestine. I was most
warmly received everywhere. 1 visited the scenes of recent British military
attacks at Givat Haim, Shefayim and Rishpon. I attended a great gathering
in the Mograbi Theater in Tel Aviv on December 7th. I told the people,
"This is only the first round of the struggle. Our fate will not be decided

by Mr. Bevin, the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry or the White
Paper, but by the Jews of Palestine and those who wish to join them. "
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Page 1 - Paragraph 2

The statement is made: "In 1940 a movement was started ,.."
The records indicated that the movement arose earlier. At the first
General Assembly in Detroit in 1933, a Committee on Financing of
National and International Jewish Agencies presented as part of a
general report, a reporfon "Federation Program and Objectives'',
It included the suggestion that the Council "create a National Board of
Review to pass on the national agencies and their budgets for the local
communities ,...s8ubject to the voluntary adherence of those Federations
which choose to accept it for their guidance', This report in itself
referred to previous suggestions along these lines -- and similar
proposals were made from time to time thereafter until 1940,

At the very beginning, it would be helpful to indicate briefly

the expressed motivation and purpose of the proponents, so that the

reader would understand both sides of the issue -- namely the cnnvi_c_%

L/n'f these persons and nrganizatinnslthat local communities in themselves

I
I

/me' Tiot in a position to judge the relative needs and services of national

/

I

/ and overseas agencies W—&M) that

factual reports alone were not sufficient; and that it would be helpful and
desirable to obtain evaluations and recommendations from a national
committee representative of the Federations and Welfare Funds that
could examine and weigh the situation much more closely and intensively;

and that such a national, representative committee could operate objectively

and fairly,




2,
Should it be clear that "Members of the Council" refers not alone
to individuals bv.t/tn community or ganizations -- since the Council is

composed of Federations rather than individuals?

Page 1 - Paragraph 2
Regarding the charge to the proposed National Budgeting Committee,

A
/ the precise language was: ''to obtain complete data from all agencies, to

Vv

evaluate the work of each agency, and to recommend to the communities

comparative allocations to to the different agencies',

Page 1 - Paragraph 3

With reference to the opposition expressed to the proposal, it
would be clarifying to the reader tanM}espite the position of the
proponents that the recommendations to communities would be purely
advisory and that each Federation and Welfare Fund would retain the
power to determine its own allncatinns,’ﬁe opponents believed that the
recommendations would in themselves carry a great sense of authority
and great weight, and that the actual effect would therefore be more

than advisory,

“"For the word ”presumed*} would '"andertook' be more precise?

\// At the bottom of the page, was not the issue more than that of a

"small group', but rather also the composition of the group, as you

indicate later ?




Page 2- Paragraph 2

The wording -- ''the matter of allocations of funds, over which
the joint campaign had split, should be left in the future to a budgeting
service of the Council" -- may be misconstrued., Rather, it was
recommended that the proposed National Advisory Budgeting Service
would apply to the JDC, UPA and NRS, as to other agencies, 'to provide
information and to serve as a guide to our member agencies in making
their 1941 commitments', The communities were to await the recom-
mendations of such a body before completing their budgeting, But the
UJA was then reconstituted, prior to the referendum, and this proposal

was automatically removed.

Page 2 - Paragraph 4

The actual motion adopted by the Board reads somewhat differently,
according to the record before me, namely{”That this Bard approves

of the majority report to set up an advisory budget service as submitted
to the meeting this afternoon; that it shall report that decision to the
meeting of the Assembly tomorrow, The Assembly shall be informed
that both the majority and the minority reports are to be submitted to
the member agencies for a referendum vote, with an appropriate

questionnaire, to be returned not later than April 1, 1941.,"

.—l—l"_'--_..._—-——""_-_-_
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Page 3 - Paragraph 1

No reference is made to the actual outcome of the referendum,

-

f’/ : . . . .
/' which was 141 affirmative votes and 127 negative votes, with a number

of agencies not voting, Should this not be indicated for the record?




Page 3 - Paragraph 2
Part of the opposition was based on the thesis that even if there

were a national body generally accepted as democratic, the decision on

allocations should still rem ain completely with each local community,

without national budgetary advice,

Page 3 - Paragraph 3 and Page 4

I doubt whether the two quotations of William Shroder's remarks
fully characterize the man and his views, On a number of other occasions
his remarks and his actions gave a different picture, In one quotation he
was referring to the views of others -- and in the very next paragraph
after the one you quoted, he says that this view has to be faced --
not necessarily accepted, Regarding the other quotation, it was at a
meeting which I happened to attend, and he was speaking in the context
of what he sensed as a mood of pessimism in the dark days of 1940
about Jewish life generally, and particularly about the future here in
America, He was trying to counteract it, He was an ardent worker in
JDC and was certainly not anti-overseas, contrary to what the statement
itself would appear to indicate, In short, both quotations may be subjected
to question in general -- and specifically without citing the context of what
preceded and followed the first, in order to explain it; and in the case of
the second, without the full quotation, which included such qualifications

as'. . « the needs being equal and the funds being insufficient , , .'" etc,




In the same statement he urged Federations to become more
democratic, and to bring Jews from Eastern Europe into their organizations,
(And when he presided at the final disposition of the subject in 1946, the
opponents joined in acclaiming his handling of the debaté,)

On the subject as a whole, I am wondering whether the issue
would not be drawn more clearly if the point were made that there was a very
substantial difference of view withinand among Federations, as indicated
by the referendum and by the subsequent action of the Council Board,
rather than what appears to be between anti-Zionist and non-Zionist
Federations on the one hand, and Zionist masses on the other? Your own
participation in the debate was in part at least as a member of the Council
Board of Directors and of the Council Committee, Henry Montor also was
a member of the Council Committee, as were other Zionists. The
differences were fought out and the vote was taken withinthe Federation
movement, and not solely between the Federation movement and others.

It would seem to me that this understanding is essential to the historical

reckoning of what occurred.

Page 3 - on the back

There is a note with regard to Dr, Chaim Weizmann., Since the

Council was not organized until the Fall of 193); there must be some error

in connection with this incident, In checking the records, I find that at the
third General Assembly of the Council in 1935, there was a session on
Palestine chaired by Morris Rothenberg and including a panel from the
Executive of the Jewish Agency. Dr., Weizmann did address the General

Assembly in 1940 in Detroit,
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sincere work and well intentioned and directed towzrds God and towards man.

Man cannot wait and should not wait to do the things which need to be done
until he sees the road clearly ahead. Sometimes he must act on faith, even when
he does not know what lies ahead. Cometimes he must move forward through mist
and fog. He must do what has to be done with the materlal and opportunities
which are at hand, trusting that what he i$ sincerely striving to do will prove
to be within the pattern of the abiding design of human progress and God's purpose.

"Yours is not the duty to complete the task, neither are you free to
desist from it." "Share your burden with Cod and He will sustain you. He will
never suffer the righteous to be moved."

Pessimism is a form of atheism, for it omits God from man's calculations,
and ignores the spirit of God that is in man. Man should continue to strive and
aspire and build again and yet again upon the ruins of his many broken hopes and
dreams,

Meh cannot see beyond the horizon of their own times. What lies ahead, no
one knows. But Judaism constantly reminded man that beyond all horizons there
is God.

The stars and planets were there and all the moving constellations before
man ever recognized them. In the dark imprisoned mind of the cave dweller in
the dawn of time, there already lay impounded all the marvelous achievements of
man that were to come, all that he could not see, nor grasp, nor urderstand -
all that he would have refused to believe = the inventions and discoveries, the
power and the mastery, the worlds of music, song and poetry, philosophy and science.
In the mind of the primitive cave dweller there was already contained, as in a
seed, all the blossoming and flowering civilizations that were to come, but he

could not see the shape of things to come. He could not penetrate the curtains

which enshrouded his visible and empirical world. He would have been justified in




a total pessimism about the future of mankind far more than men of later genera-
tions. For these already had a long recorded past to contemplate, a past which,
in spite of all its turns and windings, did lead mankind forward to amazing
progress and brighter prospects.

vudaism admonished men not to despair of the future, nor of their own strength,

nor of mankind's inexhaustible spiritual resources, nor of God‘'s cooperation. Long

and hard is the way, but there is a way, and there is a goal, and the faithful

children of light will follow it and will not grow weary.







St ‘IL must never forget that the road of religion has never been easy in the
world, and certainly not the road of Judaism. Judaism always had to struggle for
survival, Tt had to struggle to make its message heard in the world; in ancient
times against paganism and idolatry, in medieval times against persecution and pro-
seription, and in modern times against materialism, secularism and the allurements
of apostasy, Judaism always made great demands upon its followers, as have all
the great religions of mankind, The demands which Judaism made were not in terms
of spiritual excesses, of austerities or ascetism, "This commandments which T
command thee this day is not too difficult for thee.,” Its demands were in terms
of struggk and sacrifice for the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. The
adherents of Judaism were call d upcn to serve God "with 535 their hearts, with %l}
their souls and with gl% their might", with their whole nature, their entire sub-
stance and their very lives, Judaism has always meaﬁ*fthe acceptance of "the bur-
den of the Kingdam of God", In a real sense it is a burden, but one which lifts

all other burdens from the human soul. It is a burden which makes man free in the

minimum of religious discipl]ine. Rather is it a call to

at times, being despised/ and rejecied of mem,/ But the faithful will ndt hold their

peace nor seek peace fgr themselves until ¥ighteocusness mgoeth forth ds brightness

and as a burning torec .9 Judaism means not only self-discipline and social effort,

but also a life-long regimen of learning and teaching, of-replenishing snd augmente
ing onets SElT BPITItIEIly =nd-eof -transmitiing J;he-aeemmh%«r{mla » experience—_
and_insighte-of onets-self and of onets forebears 16 the next generatiorny- Judaism

means school and home as well as synagogue and the building of the good society.




-

Judaism 1is a complex of duties, commandments and commitments. Tt is a distinc-
tive pattern of life, .I+-is gquest and action, "All thetthe Tord-hath-seid we
~witi-—doylt_
rla AN
I am afreid that many of our people have turmed to-\ﬁhnr} Judaism not for

the maximum challenge which it offers, tut for the minimum d emands which it makes -
minimum education, minimum worship, minimum observances, few renunciations and fewer

commi tments, Most everything seems to be optiocnal. The opinion is widespread that
+iberel Judaism does na require of us fVer to row against the tide. Whatever is
difficult may be abandoned., But convenience has never been the way of a conquer-

ing faith, Nor is it the way of spiritual growth nor yet of survival. A dynamic

faith cannot be tucked eway in a corner of cne's life. If one's religion is inci—

dental, it is no religion at all, Rﬂ-g‘abn A m oad( wsT Rk W/ %

I am afraid, too, that we have not made the synagogue central in cur Jewish
community life, which is today more secular than a2t any time in Jewish history,

The synagogue is on the periphery, tolerated, at times even indulged, but the real
diligent and exciting activity in our communal life has to do with charity and re-
1lief which, in themselves, are undoubtedly noble and necessary activities, but which
in Jewish life were always looked upon as derivatives from a deeper source, as
spokes radiating from a central hub which was always the synagogue and the religious
school,

In fact, the synagogue itself has become acentric, Fven in our Synagogues we
have not made study, teaching and worship the central purposes., It is in a multi-
plicity of activities - recreational, secular and semi~-philanthropic = that we look
for a sense of accomplishment and success., Because we find ourselves hard-pressed
and are worried at the evidences of negligence and drift about us, we have resorted
to many contrivances which will, however, not avail us in the long run. A whi#l of
activities and numerous melodious trifles are no substitute for devout prayer, ear-

nest study and the consecrated teaching of Judaism for which the synagogue has al=-




-

ways existed., They alone were the lamps which burned in all our nights,

Is it that we have been following the line of least resistance in every direc-
tion? I so, thenwe 2re truly menaced from within, The external evidences of
our organizational prosperity which ha w resulted largely from the greatly in-
cressed peacefnl and prospercus Jewish population in the United States should not
beguile us into hasty conclusions concerning the inner strength and soundness of
American Judaism, We should read as danger signales the fact that only 2 minority
of the Jews of the United States are affiliated with the synagogue, that only a

small minority of them are in sttendance at worship in the synagogue and that an

even smaller minority of these are educated Jews in the sense of being at home in

the 1life and lore, the history and literature of their people,

Mwi*"t{ er 2 R -
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AN ADDRESS
by

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER

Cleveland, Ohio

As Jews, we may face the future with confidence because our people
in America are overwhelmingly loyal. They are not conscious ngi@ﬂlgngqiutq.

=

They are not deliberately running away from their falth and people as was the
— —
case with certain Jewries in the 0ld World, especially in the century before the

World Hlfl.j’ﬂur people have demonstrated a steady attachment and a most come
mendable s;lidurlty with their fellow Jews in other lands during the supreme
misery of the recent decades of collapse and disaster <« the blackest of our
many nights, Thelr solicitude and generosity have been a source of reassurance
to us and of amazement to the world. Our people have also built their communal
institutions with a lavish hand. Thev have been remarkably responsible to the
needs of their community 1ife. And if the erection of many beautiful temples,
synagogues and schools in our country is an indication of loyalty to the faith
of our fathers, then we may be fully justified in our confidence for the future.
We have good material to build with,

We may also look confidently towards the future because American Jewish
l1ife is evolving in an environment which is more friendly to religion and not

-
unfriendly to religious ulnnritIEI; Religion is not proscribed on these shores,
the religionist is not disadvantaged and Judzlsm is not under attack, as in
communist lands. The world in which we live gives every encouragement to religion
and Jydaism is free to develop and to express itself. Government and people

alike have profound respect for the spiritual forces in civilization, an attitude

which 1s part of the essential pattern of their history. Judaism can thrive in

L

such an environment,
—— T —
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L-Progreallvt Judaism may also look hopefully toward the future, because

religious liberalism has always been a powerful factor in the spiritual life

[}
of America and has had a long and honored traditian.{lt is still a vital and

vigorous force among important if not dominant sections of our population,
Progressive religion does not have to fight for its position defensively on the
American scene. Nor does progressive Judaism,

But just as there are factors which give us ground for confidence in
our future, there are factors which give us ground for concern. The impressive
facade of American Jewish life may be somewhat deluding. The Temples and
Synagogues are there but the worshippers are not, at least not in numbers come
parable with the physical amplitude of the edifices or commensurate with the
obligation of religious affiliation, We are busy building synagogues and Temples
but we are too busy to attend them. Many of our people have gotten into the
habit of not attending congregational llﬂiﬂlliu.&;d ; Hﬁr'. The number of Jews
who are attending services regularly is proportionately less -« and considerably
less than that of any other religious group on the American scene. i

e

We :_l:f_u.ld build beautiful Temples and Synagogues. It is fitting that
we should worship the lord in the beauty of holiness, and amidst the holiness
of beauty. Why should we dwell in houses of cedar and the ark of the Lord remain
in a tent? But the beautiful structures which we erect will not of themselves
insure the survival of our faith, They may even beguile us into dangerous self-
delusions. It is we who are the Temple of our faith, or its whited sepulcher.
It is we who are its girders arnd walls, its arches and domes, its symbols and
ornaments, It is our loyalty which is the replenishing oil of its Ner Tamid.

The holy ark will forever remain empty and desolate if the hearts of devout

worshippers will not abide therein,




Long ago, Sage and Psalmist warned our people against the tree of
many branches whose roots were few., They taught us to look below the surface
and regard the roots. In their seasoned wisdom they knew that the storms of
the world do often sweep down in violent fury, upon men and institutions
and pluck them up and overthrow them i{f their roots are few. They also taught
us that we must take root dowrward, if we are to bear fruit upward,

How deep are our roots? Have we enough reserve of spiritual energy
to withstand a prolonged crisis? Are we fast depleting the inventory which
past ages have accumulated? Have we taken stock of our powers of resistance,

not to affliction -- we have learned how to react to affliction -- but to the

weakening influences of prolonged wellabeing and prosperity? 1Is it in the

n
second or third generation that the process of d¢ift and dissolution sets in,

and why?

What were the strong and firm roots which enabled our faith and people
to outride the many storms of the past? Not every Jewish community was so
successful but where it was, it was due to the fact that it had sunk deep roots
in Jewish learning and study, and what was learned was transmitted. The injunc-
tion which our forefathers observed throughout the ages was: "and thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and thou shalt speak of them when
thou sittest in thy house, when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.,” It was the unflagging cultivation of heart and
mind in the rich unfolding of the Torah which insured survival for our people.

These were the roots of our people's life -= not alone the Jewish
scholar but the educated Jewish layman, the man for whom the Bible and the
later Jewish writings and the Hebrew language, which 18 the very key to the
casket of our literary treasures, were not a sealed book., Professor Schechter

recorded what is undoubtedly a cold historic fact when he declared that




Hellenistic Judalsm was the only one known to history which dared to make the

Lo, r;: - ,;-"_JJ..-U_ A
experiment of dispensing with the Sacred Language. The result was death, It
A"

withered away and terminated in total and wholesale apostasy from Judaism.

Is it well with us on the score of Jewish learning? Are our Sunday
Schools producing a generation of truly educated Jewish men and women closely
familiar with the chronicles of our glorious years and the noble testament of
their peoples' courage and sacrifices? Are they at home in the literature which
the great minds and pious hearts of Israel have produced? Have they enough pro-
vision for the long journey ahead -« or is the food,which came warm to us from
our fathers, now dry and mouldy?

I have a feeling that we have been growing satisfied with a minimum,
with surfaces rather than with depths, or if not satisfied, then reconciled,
There are those who consider even the minimum as excessive. If that is the
case, then there is ground here for deep concern for the future of our faith and
the survival of our people,

It is,my dear friends, the inadequacy of our training and our religious
self-discipline which should give us serious concern even in the very midst of
our gratifying growth and outward prosperity which delight us all - our
inadequate teachers -- their inadequate training - the inadequacy of the time
set aside for instruction -« and our own insufficient personal commitments even
to those few disciplines which we have acknowledged to be valid and vital for
the survival of our faith,

Heinrich Heine, in one of his letters, writes that he once stood with
a friend of his before the Cathedral of Amiens. His friend asked him "How is

it that we can no longer build such an impressive pile?” and he replied:
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"Men in those days had convictions, we moderns have opinions, and it required
something more than an opinton to build a Gothic Cathedral."

We modern Jews, have a good opinion about our Judaism, but not strong
enough convictions. We need a renewal of that massive religious earnestness
which gave %% to our ancestors their patent of nobility. It is not a matter
of how much but how earnestly, how imwardly, how sacrificially!

It i{s upon the imwardness of Judaism, upon the intellectual quest
of God through the time-honoured techniques of Jewish life, through learning
and study, through the disciplines of the devotional life, that we shall have
to concentrate in the days to come. It is with these grave obligations that
we must confront ourselves.

There is no longer any nourishing food for the coming generations of
Jews in any program of revision of surface customs and practices. We are
really down to the bone already. If, however, at the behest of a faith of
boundless horizons, and of a tradition which gave primacy to study and scholare
ship, we resolve to carry on, not catering to modernity, but seeking renewal,
not reaching out for discarded paraphenalia, but for depth and irwardness,
we shall, I am conf ident, be able to move into the inscrutable future, knowing
that the jar of meal shall never be spent, neither shall the cruise of oil
ever fail us,

My friends, the future belongs to Jydaism; Juydaism is the faith of
tomorrow! MNot its forms and rituals -- these are important only for us so

as to discipline and alert us for our covenanted tasks and our appointed

destiny -- but &g its spiritual message and program -- a message and program




designed to sustain and advance human life on earth. Jydaism is a reasonable
faith, responsive both to man's instincts and to his aspirations. It offers
mankind a gospel of social progress and it summons men to social action, to
the building of the good society in justice, in brotherhood, and in peace.

It 1s a faith built not on salvationism or resignation or asceticism. It has
confidence in man's inexhaustible spiritual resources. It teaches a boundless
reverence for 1ife and for all that contributes to its moble fulfillment and
enjoyment,

All these are original ideas of Judaism and they are as valid and

vital in the Atomic Aze as they were in the days of the Patriarchs, the Prophets

and the Sages. They are from everlasting to everlasting.




ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE
TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
Wednesday - May 8, 1963

fx ] =

1 AM HONORED TO BE TH}‘.‘: RECIPIENT OF THE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS
/

AWARD, JUSTICE BRANDEI/S‘ NAME WILL FOREVER/BE ASSOCIATED
WITH THE RISE TO PREST}E}E AND INFLUENCE F ERICAN ZIONISM,
HE BROUGHT THE ﬁUTHQRITY OF A GREAT AMERJCAN NAME TO OUR
MOVEMENT WHICH HEIfPED US TO REFUTE EFFECTIVELY THOSE WHO
SOUGHT TO BRAND IT /AS UN-AMERICAN. HIS PROACH TO ZIONISM,
HE HIMSELF HAD DECLARED, WAS THROUGH AMERICANISM, HIS PROUD
JEWISH LOYALTY, HIS STATESMANSHIP ANLY THE RARE SPIRITUAL
QUALITIES OF HIS/PERSONALITY INSPIRED/A GENERATION OF AMERICAN
JEWS, AND PROMPTED MANY TO JOIN OUR RANKS. JUSTICE BRANDEIS
WAS AN IJZI!IZLL*’LLa T WHO UNDERSTOOD ALSO WHAT HE CALLED " THE
POLITICS OF’/ECTION”. IN NUMEROU$ PRACTICAL WAYS WE WERE
GUIDED BY /THE WISDOM, JUDGME AND INSIGHTS OF THIS GREAT
JURIST, EAT AMERICAN AND GREAT JEW, TO RECEIVE AN AWARD

WHICH BEARS HIS NAME IS AN HONOR, INDEED.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. THE OCCASION BRINGS
BACK MANY MEMORIES TO ME, ESPECIALLY OF THE DAYS OF STRUGGLE
WHICH PRECEDED THE PROCLAMATION OF THE STATE, DAYS WHICH
SHOULD BE REMEMBERED FOR THEY HAVE MUCH TO TEACH. I SHOULD
LIKE TO SPEAK THIS EVENING PARTICULARLY OF THOSE DAYS, SINCE

THE AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL WHICH IS BESTOWING THIS HONOR




L Z {

IN THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS, THE YOUNG STATE WELCOMED OVER
A MILLION SUCH IMMIGRANTS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, ISRAEL,
WHICH IS A SMALL STATE, AS YOU WELL KNOW, EXERTED ITSELF TO THE
UTMOST TO ABSORB THESE NEWCOMERS, MOST OF THEM PENNILESS, MANY
OF THEI WITHOUT SKILLS OR VOCATIONS, SOME AGED AND INFIRM, TO
REBUILD THEIR LIVES AND TO INTEGRATE THEM INTO THE ECONOMY OF
THE PIONEERING COUNTRY. FROM ALL ACCOUNTS, AN INCOMPARABLY
FINE JOB HAS BEEN DONE BY THE YOUNG STATE IN MEETING THE ENORMOUS
PROBLEMS WITH WHICH THIS IMMIGRATION TAXED IT, THANKS TO THE
IMAGINATION, DEDICATION AND ENTERPRISE OF ITS LEADERS AND PEOPLE,

ISRAEL HAS ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH, INCREDIBLY SO MUCH IN THESE
FIFTEEN YEARS, BY ITS FAITAFUL ALLEGIANCE TO THE FREE WORLD,
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND ITS INSTITUTIONS
OF HIGHER LEARNING, ITS ADVANCED SOCIAL LEGISLATION, THE AID WHICH
IT HAS EXTENDED TO LESS DEVELOPED NATIONS IN AFRICA AND ASIA,
AND THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE., IN THE FACE OF BOYCOTT, BLOCKADE
AND THE CONTRIVANCES OF ITS UNRECONCILED NEIGHBORS, IT HAS RE-
VEALED TO THE WORLD THE GRO UND-TONE OF ITS CHOSEN WAY OF LIFE,
ITS FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES AND DOMINANT INTERESTS AS A NATION,
ALL THIS WHICH IS IN SUCH FULL ACCORD WITH THE NOBLE TRADITIONS

OF OUR PEOPLE HAS FILLED US WITH INESTIMABLE PRIDE. IT HAS BEEN

FOR US A RﬂREF*SIFT THAN THE GOLD WE GAVE TO MAKE 1ITS FOUNDATIONS

STRONG, OUR CHILDREN HA VE RE-DISCOVERED THE PRIDE OF THEIR




NO FORMAL ACTION ON THE PART OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT HAS
AS YET BEEN TAKEN, THOUGH SYMPATHY WITH THE ISRAELI POSITION HAS
BEEN WIDELY EXPRESSED IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES, THIS INCIDENT ALSO
LED TO THE RESIGNATION OF THE CHIEF OF THE ISRAELI SECURITY SERVICES,
WHO APPARENTLY DIFFERS WITH PRIME MINISTER BEN-GURION ON THE
GENERAL POLICY TOWARDS GERMANY. A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE KNESSET
WAS CONVENED OVER THIS RESIGNA TION DURING ITS PASSOVER RECESS,
WHERE THE PRIME MINISTER WAS SUSTAINED.

AN (ATTEMPT WAS P:LEE‘HE’ELY fﬁﬁ%ﬁt{%% ITE THE ARAB WORLD .

ad

POEITICATLEY. PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS!\FAILED. THE ARAB LEAGUE WHICH WAS

FORMED IN 1945, AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, FAILEDIN ITS EFFORTS

the
TO ACHIEVE COMMON ACTION AMONG,ARAB STATES, DUE TO NATIONAL

RIVALRIES ANIONG=FFENM-AND PERSONAL AND GROUP RIVALRIES. THE

J wkih i
UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC, WHICH NASSER ESTABLISHED QL&:.@F—A_UB;@*—@F

vil
EGYPT AND SYRIA IN 1958 FELL APART. IT LASTEDNA LITTLE OVER THREE

YEARS. NOW A NEW POLITICAL UNION -- A TRI-STATE FEDERATION -- HAS
BEEN FORMED WHICH 1S COMPOSED OF EGYPT, SYRIA ANDIRAQ. IT WILL
AGAIN BE CALLED THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC. HOW LN G THIS FEDERATION
WILL LAST NO ONE CAN FOR?'Z’[‘JELL. THE INNER RIVALRIES AND PARTY STRIFE
HAVE, OF COURSE, NOT BEEN ELIMINATED FROM AMONG THE SEVERAL ARAB
STATES. WHETHER THE FEDERATION POSES A MORE SERIOUS THREAT TO
IS_RAEL THAN THESE STATES DID SEPARATELY, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY.

WILL THE FEDERATION INAUGURATE AN ERA OF STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE

EAST, OR AN ERA OF AGGRESSION AND MILITARY ADVENTURE __ THAT,TOO,
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doctrine of meaning terms of
moral aspiration ends in terms of integrity of the individusl, 1% hag also ro-
of nman pmg;uéhe mature of human

1life,

Our thdnicing in the last one undred years on the subjects of organic and social
evolution has been based on the doctrine of natural selection and the swrvival of the
fittest. coquﬁtimmth-mtowhandm“lmmhiewdwm Mo
ture was “red in tooth and claw," GSocial philosophiss incorporated tlese bdologle
views into their gystems and found in them Justification for competition and conflict
between men and nations, These sclentific notions were also marshalled to rationale
ize war and to justify the ruthless econmmic exploitation of men in industyy and of
bacloward colondal people, as well as the institution of dlavery,

Belatedly, science has begun to rectify these views and to approximate in its

recent findings the great religious dnutrim-}t-h.nt. covperation rather than competition

————

hﬂnl.nfhmmﬂnl,mdtmmhﬂilmmm;u;rmtapmblmig

economics but a problem in human nhumnhipa.q Even in the animal world it bhas been

e ——————

discovered that Wﬂﬁwhmiﬁfntlmtum:murimum
as competition.," Animals living in associstion have greater protection, security
and a greater survival potential,

In his sthndating book, "On Being Mumn®, Professor Ashley Montag: writess

1f we could seek for one word which describes society better
than any other, that word is one The important poimt
to grasp is that, contrary to beliefs of the struggle—for-
survival chool of thought, man does rot h-ve to create a coop~
erative mood for hingelf to erect over the tufa &I Mis sawage
strivings to be otherwise. Mot at alll The impulses toward
cooperative behavior are at birth, and all
a shred of evidence

widch must

pline of basie Impulses is,

indeed, necessary, tut it is the discipline of love, not of

frustration, which they : p—
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At times the truth shines so brilliantly that we perceive it as
clear as day. Our nature and habit then draw a veil over our perception,

and we return to a darkness almost as dense as before. e are like those

who, though beholding freguent flashes of tightgning, still find

themselves in the thickest darkness of the night. On some the lightning
flashes in rapid succession, and they seem to be in continuous light,
and their night is as clear as the day. This was the degree of prophetic
excellence attained by (Moses) the greatest of prophets, to whom God
said, "But as for thee, stand thou here by Me" (Deut. v 31), and of
whom it is written "the skin of his face shone," etc. (Exod. xxxiv. 29),
(Some perceive the prophetic flash at long intervals; this is the degree
of most prophets.) By others only once during the whole night is =
flash of lightning perceived. This is the case with those of whom we
are informed, "They prophesied , and did not prophesy again" (Num. xi. 25).
There are some to whom the flashes of lightning appear with varying
intervals; others are in the condition of men, whose darkness is
illumined not by lightning, but by some kind of erystal or similar stone,
or other substances that possess the property of chining during the
night; and to them even this small amount of lirht is not continuous,
but now it shines and now it vanishes, as if it were "the flame of the
rotating sword.”

From Introduction

of
THE GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED

By
Moses Maimonides

Iranslated by
Dr. 4, Friedlander
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nosu axactly true. liathior do ve hove Lfor ite ar wn beliava in

our heoart a8 we voice in our rayarn al. the besic genity and

1idealdism of American lice will y»raval’ in y Bide The

mevica of 1922 is not yet Ule /merica of tonovrrow, even as it

in not the Amarica previsla; br & fownviers of 1 is
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it failed of complete vealisation even then. liow mmelywore of
raalization is it now wvhen l1liile has baeéoni:ie 80 much vore invalvad

nd ¢ mploxe e arve today a peo 1«

p=

of mesy neonles and tha wap
has snarled and entengled our natlonal ruriocses. Auwerica did not
wring £411 cvowm {rom the brow of 1he Goddess of atory.

It will, ol necessily, have Lo pass through the cleansing and

o - iy A - b ol L

PRrSing procasses of L asegs COmburies will neld and refi e

o1 aricas Historr and the labors snd sacrifican of ganovetio:
4 1 g | 4 . -I'-i .
vl ™ or i Wwiae 1% ut ite son 3 3 'U;
ior our people, The Childreu o: the Housgsehold

of Israal, wa gtaiid today whare the seers and propheis of our

paople have stood theae thraa tloucan years, suwyoning nem to a

[t

iigher 11je iu fod }9’ ",«-* gurnater fellowalii» in rishtecusnegs
I." ': F f_ ,‘,'A/'; 'rl:fl:" J i

i " ~
i lova, The world neads us rwoet whaei it hatea us mogt. Ve shall

conptinue to be the huable servants of Lle moat !Apghy, nropelled
Jids will and by Ilis visitations transfigured. e rensin true

to our (estiny:; slaves of a daathless vislon, maglaras ol au

moiant wisdown; dreasers ivom Ur, 2ud dekoa, irocw Jmatoth, and

((alilaes, loat in Lhe soryy tralfic of Roue and Toudon, hostarae

alila of God and : CTRE] P‘FD'-E:,-'.'L ) pradsod bul nayar 1ovy 1,

—
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crucifie worshi ped on i1l c.rf:aﬂj I'a Risen People ol an

Dipiemnorial Crucilixioils ixn our hearts tie rorpting of an ancient

plendor, in our blood the rhythui of a mishty sens and in our

hand the {lamiing toréhesss. +s % Thae lord is oy Li7ht and ny
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pootry and romance mnd the rich saver of livin: vhich the very presence of the
vision within you will create for you",

Therein does the spiritual differ from the physical, The physical must be mmw
owmed or consumed to be enjoyed, but we need not owm or consume or realize our ideals
in erder to enjoy them, e enjoy them in the quest, and struggle for them in eur
devotion to them, :

An ethilcal beok written by a Jewish mystic of the eighteenth century
tells n naive and chmming folketale, There lived somevhere a lonoc ly and plous
Jew, poor and forgotten by men, whose entire possesslon in 1life was one single
tract of the Talmd, e had no other books, The pious man spent all his days
reading and re-reading this one sacred tract, It £11led his entire 1ife, it
bocane hie world, He guardod it, he loved it, he treasures 5 hen ha died,

80 runs this tale, this precious tome of sacred lore was transforme! into =
radiant young maiden of surpassing livelilless, who led this faithful devotee to the
Gates of Paradise, Quaint, s it not. but hov profoudly true! In similer wise
did Beatrict lead Dante along the terraces of heaven, For every high devotion,

for overy transfiguring wish, or hope, or prayer, an angel is born unto us to be
our ministrant and guardian,

Such is the potensy and virtue of ideals, They give us a whale realm
of coleatial beauty in vhich to live, even +hile these ideals are through
the tragic stagesof denial and frustration which lead to their ultimate transfigura«
tion,

And such ideals are within the reach of all wen, One need not be learned,

or hizhborn, or opulent, to have them, They are more precious then gold « and yet
the pauper may have them for the asking, Some men have vast estates, but they
are lost in waste and weed, Others have & fow square feet in front of thelr litile
howeeg but love plants a flower bed there and a tree » and behold there is beauty
there and the dream of perfoction,

The oobbler at his lathe may have mn ldeal of high artisanship, e will
860 the charm of his work during his lifetime, The dey laborer who is consclous of
the indisponsable character of his work, the merchant who is faithful to his
standarde of service, the employer vho finds in his office a challenge to unselfishe-
ness, the professional man vho rogardes his oalling ms a oconsecration, all of then
have a dreameworld which w411 outlive them, but one which will abundantly bless
then throughout their 1ifetins,

Theee 1doals are noar at hand, You need not ascend mountaing to £ind
them, They have 1&41: habitation. They are everyvhore, They are net only near, they
are soeking us, Ilglevi, the liystic Poet of the Middle Ages, welut exclaimed
"I hove sought Thy nearness, with my vhole heart have I called upon Thee, but shen
I went forth to find Thee, I found that Thou hadst been seeking me", Our idenls
&ro gooking us, Open your eyes, it is here, in your home, in the mltitudinous acts
of muitual love and saorifice, in tho exalted expericnce of friendship, in shop,
store and office, in your commmity, in social wrk, in eiviec work, in religious
wrk, in the hmblest and the highest task it is there"., "Behold,I have set before yea
thee this day, 1ife and the Good, Death snd the Byil, Choose thou I4fe?
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y the repor
cans—of *which more anon.

It was no doubt in view of these marked adV
evident capacity of the Filipinos to manage their ow
ests that President Wilson finally informed Congress that
the Filipinos had fulfilled the required condition set before
them.

“Allow me to call your attention to the fact [he told the
Houses of Congress on December 7, 1920] that the people
of the Philippine Islands have succeeded in maintaining a
stable government since the last action of the Congress in
their behalf, and have thus fulfilled the condition get by the
Congress as the precedent to a consideration of granting inde-
pendence to the Islands. 1 respectfully submit that this con-
dition precedent having been fulfilled, it is now our liberty
and our duty to keep our promise to the people of those
Islands, by granting them the independence which they so
honorably covet.”

If the future of the Philippine Islands had been without
regard to party fortunes in the United States such a recom-
mendation would undoubtedly have resulted in definite action.
But another political party assumed power on March of
the following year and the New Republican President, Mr.
Harding, almost immediately sent a commission of his own
to the Philippines there to make a study of the situation in
order to mform the new administration. In this action is
clear proof of the difficulties that attend the efforts of impar-
tial Americans to learn the exact state of affairs in the
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ETHICS - EY GOD OR MAN?

An address delivered at M :ﬁ MM(‘&
Ann Arbor, Kichigan, lovember 11,¥195%4,

I was asked to speak on the subject "Ethics - By God or Man?" As a
Raboi in Isreel, I shzll try to give you the answer of Judaism to this quest-
ion. I have no other, I am also persusded that when all is said and done,
there is no other answer which any God-centered religion cen givem,

There asrose in Isrsel in anelent times, in 2 smell country which was
the crossroads of great empires and culturses, a group of men who had a
unique and challenging message for their people srnd for mankind, By it the
world came to be profoundly sgitated snd the spirit of man “as quickened
to new adventures in fzith and social aspirations.

These men, the prophets of Israel, were the founders of Judaism., In
later times and in other settings, their bssic ideas gave imp.lse and sub-
stance to Christianity snd Islam., They projected a way of life for men
and nations, which like some s . rong gulf-stream, has flown for centurles
steadily and discernibly through the great waters of humanity.

They were not specifically theologians, these men who fashioned Judsism,
o8 fhe C2ith which they founded ever boast of = systematic theology until
the early Middle Ages, a2 thousand years after the final csnonization of the
books of the Bible, two thousand years after Moses. There were many theologians
and philosophers among the Jewish people, especially in later times, and some
of these were not wanting in great speculative power, but Judaisam is not
based upon their theology or philosophy. These religious philosophers, in

o P2
successive generations, employedfwhatever philosophic thought was current

in their day, from Platonism to Existentialism, to defend or to nnrrubarahu:)




ETHICS - BY GOD OR MAN?

An address delivered at
Ann Arbor, Michigan, November 11, 1954.

I was asked to speak on the subject "Ethics - By God or Man?" As a
Rabbi in Isrsel, I shall try to give you the answer of Judaism to this gquest-
jon. I have no other. I am also persuaded that when all is said and done,
there is no other answer which any God-centered religion can givenm.

There arose in Isrsel in ancient times, in a smsll country which was
the crossroads of great empires and cultures, a group of men who had a
unique and challenging message for their people and for mankind. By it the
world came to be profoundly sgitated snd the spirit of man was quickened
to new adventures in faith and soeial aspirations.

These men, the prophets of Israel, were the founders of Judaism. In
later times and in other settings, their basic ideas gave impilse and sub-
stance to Christianity snd Islam. They projected a way of life for men
and nations, which like some s'rong gulf-stream, has flown for centuries
steadily and discernibly through the great waters of humanity.

They were not specifically theologians, these men who fashioned Judaism,

nu%igha faith which they founded ever boast of a systematic theology until

the early Middle Ages, a thousand years after the final canonization of the
books of the Bible, two thousand years after Moses. There were many theologlans
and philosophers among the Jewish people, especially in later times, and some
of these were not wanting in great speculative power, but Judaism is not

bssed upon their theology or philosophy. These religious philosophers, in
successive generations, employed whatever philosophic thought was current

in their day, from Platonism to Existentialism, to defend or to corroborate
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On the other hand, lest +e become self-righteous, as the advaneing armies of
the allies are approaching the gutes of Surlin, that we do not come to feel that we
are uttlerl; w thout gullt, that we need not atone for any of our sins of the past,
it is importunt thuat in this great hour on the eve of victory, we members of the
United Nations, in utmost 'umility of spirit, take stock of our 8ins, of our mistukes
ard make our resolutions for tomorrow. We, too, hav: atoned lor nany of our mist kes -~
OQur sons who are dying upon the battlefislds and the ruined cities of the n.tions
around G rmany, the misery and suffering of multitudes of human beinza, are in a
wsy atonem-nt for sins which we ourselves have committed., And our atonement will
not be complete until we build a« just -orld after this war,

Destiny is bring us to the gates of Berlin, and the hour of destiny will
walt for us. But 'estiny is also wuitng for us at the gates of some nameless
city somewhere in the Black Sea toda, where the leaders of the three great nations
are meeting, and where the future of the sorld is being determined, Unless those
leaders representing their people, unless they can rise to the challenge of the great
hour, the hour of destiny, unless they can transcend that which is mesn nd small and
petty and selfish, unless the; can check the play of power polities, unless they can
restrain the desire for extended boundaries and unless they will have the vision
before them of the inescapable oper:tions of the morsl law, the military gains
at the gates of Berlin will result in nothing and the world will follow in the
shadow of another world war.

The fall of the Nazis will not be enough and will not compensate the world
for the liquidation und ruin of these years. It will not bring a sense of rest and
peace &nd security for people of the earth, Only & new world order laid upon the
foundations of justice, of international law, a social order grounded in obediznce to
God's eternal mor:l law — only such a world order will give men that which they are

seeking fmx that for which they Lave sent t eir sons into battlesssss

& ‘gar
There is no escaptin, the moral law whether in sncient Bab;lni?nr in 1945,
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around us, becoming one &ven as Thou art One.

Our thoughts not belng at one, behold the darkness of 1g-
norance! Our desires not being at one, alas, the mazes of sin! But
Lord, our very agony 1s Thy mercy. This we can eee through the mists snd
tears: that knowledze must be our destiny or ignorance were not pain;
righteousness must be our destiny or sin were not angulsh, Thy onecneszs
must be the lmage in which our souls are made, or unrest were not ours

when our thoughts and dongings fail to have unity , fail to fit, to

harmonize , to be at one.

Responslive Readlngs from the Sayings of the Fathers.

Upon three things the world is baced,

Upon study, upon service and upon kindliness.

By three things is the world preserved,

By truth , by Jjus=tice and by peace.

Be not like those who gerve merely for the zake of pay;
But be like those who serve not merely for the sake of 12y«

"Love that hath an ullterior motive will nont endure.

Love to work; hate to donineer,

Love reace, pursue reace;

Love thy fellow creatures and bring then near to God.
With graciousness rective thou every man,

Despice not any man, carp not at any thing.

Judge not another untll thou art come into his place.
Judie every man in the lizht of his merits.

Let the property of another br as dear tc thee as thine own.
Let the honor of another be as dear to thee as thlne om,
I have found nouhhtofSfbbettersservice than g§llcnce,

A fence to wisdom is silence.

Let ‘v house be a mecting plice for the “wlee.

Sit thnu,-t thélr foz2t end drink in thelr words thirfﬁthf.
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Not learning but doing 1s the chief thing,
He whose wiedom exceede his works, to wh-t 4is he like?
To a tree whose branches are many, but whose roots are few;
And the wind comes and plucks it up and overturns it.
But he hose works exceed his wisdom, to what 1z he like?
To a tree whose branches are few but whose roots are manys
Even 1f all the winds in the world come and blow upon it,
It can not be stirred from its place.
Who is wisef He who learns from all men.
Who is mighty? He who subduee his own passions.
Jiho 18 rich? He who rejoiges in hies portion.
Who 1s honored? He who honors others.
Be not easlily moved to anger.
Be exceedingly of lowly s irit.
Be humble of spirit hefore all men.
Irust not 1in thyself until the day of thy death,
Better 1s one hour of repentance and good deedis 4in this world.
Than the whole life of the world to come.
Envy, Lust and ambition take men out of existence,
Do Hls will as Af it we e thy will;
That He may do thy will as Aif 1t were His will.

Be bold as a leopard, light as an eazle, fleet as a doe and strong
as a lion.

To do the will of Thy Father tho 123 1ia heaven.
According to the labor, the reward,

Tefillash ( Variadle )

Unlon Prayer Book Vol.l page ¥4 or pages T4 and 76
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The followving is offered as a substitute for use éither in Item Seven or
Item Eleven.

Lord, confessing Thy holiness, we confess our fralliy; confessing
our frailty, we ccnfess Thy hollncss., With him of old we pray,
" guffer us not to come into the power of temptation or of contempt"
O lead us to withstand temptation in its beginnings when alone temp-
tation 1s resistidble, ere its filmy thread become an iron chain, 1its
spark a conflagration, its trickle an inundation. Against ita first
stirrings make us wary, like good soldiers conquering our foe ere he
assall. O give us as our shield and sword inlife's warfare the heart
that is pure and the will that 1s strong. Then wlll our good inclination
and not our evil one prevail and we shall, by Thy grace, be saved from
that self contempt which is our soul's most devastating 1ll.

Silent Yevotion; Proviesional Praft,

Eternal Light, having glimpsed ‘hee once, I must seek Thee forever.

Athwart the ruins of a thousand hopes, throush desolate meglons of

fallure and shame, acrocs heavinm ocesns of discouragement and anguish,

o'er mountains of burdensome té&il, through the fens and marshes of
temptation, even into the dark caverns of death, I ean not otherwlse,
O my Father, I must seek Thee , forecver.

Futile vows will I not make unto Thee, Thow Searcher of hearts,

Fashioned inl iniquity, how can I vow to remain unsullied of inicuity?

Deeper than my good desires are ingrained my evil desires. I am those

—

desired; from their fell clutch I can not always be free, But this I

vow, O Strength Ineffable, though I fall ten thousand times , I shall

ten thousand times, arisze again and unyleliing, renew my stWi®zgle.
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All Pitying One, Thou seest,Thou knowest ,Thou sharest my
struggle. Beneath the thought of Thy compassion, my riven heart winsg
calm., " O that my death may be my atonement " my fathers prayed and
I after them , pray. O that , in eternity , my better zelf, unyoked
of its evil companion , may shine in that flawless, stainless,
consumate rectltude for which, unto eternity, my soul doth pant and
yearn. Amen,

ifodinm,

Union Prayer Book Vol.l paze 110
Prayer for Peace.
Union Prayer Book Vol.l page 110.
Perhaps thls aubstitute will he acceptable:

Grant us peace, not the peace &f sluggishness and torpor but
the peace of triumphant combat with our inelinations, and bless our
country, O our Father. lake it, not in boastfulness, but in truth the
land of the free and the home of the brave; free from every sin and
folly and so nobly brave that, facing every foe, our only armor may
be guiltlessness, our only weapon love, our only stronghold Thom. Amen,

Xl=--=Voluntary Feayer . 5ee sheet with iten seven,

%11 --=Seripture) Readlng Bsalm 32, Psaim 51,

Ezra Chap. 9 verses 5 to 15
Nehemich Chap. 1l verases 4 to 11
Daniel Chap. 9 verseshtofl9
X111 Hymns.




My soul, be on thy guard;

Ten thousand foes arise;

The hostz of 8in are preczsing
To draw thee from the skles,

O watch , and fight and pray;
The battle ne'er give o'er
Renew it boldly every day

And help divine implore.

Ne'er think the victory won,

Nor to thy rest sit down;

Thing arduous task wlll not be done,
T411l thou obtaian the crown,

Fight on, my soul, till death

Shall bring thee to thy Bod;

He'll take thee, at thy parting breath,
To hls divine abdds.

George Heath.

X1V .---Zermon,




79{
Adoraticn.:

Union Prayer Book Volume I page 58

The following substitute 1s offered:

0 Lord, Our Bod! " The heavens and the heavens of heavens
can not contain Thee "; how much the less the hearts of us, Thy frail
nhilﬁran. " Thine are the orbs of light and shade". Thine are the helghts
and depths of space. The ages past and the ages to come are Thine and
only Thine. Thou art present in the glittering stars that spangle the
heavens at nizht; and in the winds that breathe through the treetops 1m
Thy blessed voice to be heard. Every dewdrop every grass blade, and the
soul of every living thing gloweth with Thy presence. e are powerless
to find worde of our own. We can but exclalm in the rapturous word of one

who adored Thee in ages pact: " Thou art God from everlasting to everlast-

"

ing.

O Heavenly King of Kings! Not even the angels are pure enough to
M

look upon the fullness of Thy glory. And we who are but dust and ashes
we whose days pass away llke a shadow, we whose gears on earth are but a
brief glimmer in the night-- what can we say in Thy presence? In
breathless adoration,our souls gink prostrate before Thine Almighty
throne. Lord, Lord, we bow the head and bend the knee and magnify Thee,
O kings of Kings , O holy One, O ever Blessed.

Va-a-nach-nu-kore-im umishtachavim umodim lifne Melech Maleche
Hammelochim hakodosk Boruch Hu.

XVI May the Worda Union Frayer Book Voll paze 18

XVII Introduction to Kanddish. Union Prayer Book Vol. I. pages
59,125,197,273.

XVIII Kaddish., Union Prayer Book Vel. I page 60




(Face Page)

"I can remember, as a child, and I would not be surprised if some
of you might recall == I can remember my own mother = her blessed MEMOLY ===
when the crossroads of life seem to come upon her — when the worries and

trials of life seemed to become too many for her — that she would turn to

her faded old book of Psalms —— to the book of Tehillirf\e= and in her quiet,

sweet and subdued voice, the unforgettable music of the soul, she would
pour out her soul to the listening ear of Cod and then rise, as if refreshed,
as if a load had been lifted, as if something rare and precious had been
communicated to her in response; and the dark ways became light again,
This is the value of prayer, really, when you come to think of it. Prayer
allays pain and amciety. Restores confidence and tranquility to a bewildered
and harassed mind and spirit because it offers man an opportunity to com=
municate,

"liake your prayer unto Him and He will hear you,..and

light will shine upon your ways,"

Excerpt from #17,
1,27,67,




Sorechu es idonoy Homrtevorcoeh
Bormich Adenoy Hammevoroch le-olom Vo-ed,

of Yougrob)
The paragraphe fraas the Unlen Frayer Rook Vol.lp.8 or P.60
Perhaps the folloii
Lord, grant us! o childlike tvust 1n Thee.TThat the Jay will
bring forht we Yhos ‘not.Futile allke are our hcpes snd fears.
can be sure of /Thee alone.7e rort in Thee, O Father, cnd resting
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fiprm, our potl necure.
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oruch /5hem Kevol .fal:huso T.e=0lon Vo-ed,
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~erhaps the f1llouing will serve 1hoteads
Everna). Wh’:?uﬁ.ﬂne, the urpge of Thy belng worketh within
in hls

our belag ‘the ea;ﬂ_;i algao to become OnNe. Kacgh of ua,
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finitude, 1s a,tjigeqw ant many.Imperis'y ble horel We shall yet
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THE UNDEFEATED OPTIMISM CF OUR FAITH

The Temple, March 7, 1943

There is a2 Midrash which says that there were ten Psalms recorded in
the Bible which were sung by Israel in the course of its history -- in the
midst of crisis, or after the crisis -- ten songs of faith, The first was
sung when the Children of Israel were freed from Egypt. The second was the
song of triumph by the Red Sea. The third, when in the wilderness, when the
well suddenly zppeared and provided water. The fourth was the song which
Moses sang before his death, The fifth was sung by Joshua after his victory
over the five Amorite kings. The sixth was the song of Deborah and Barazk
which they sang when the Children of Isrsel conquered Sisera. The seventh
was the Psalm of David when he was delivered out of the hands of his enemies.
The eighth was the song of Solomon sung at the dedication of the Temple.
The ninth was the song of Jehoshaphat, king, as he went to battle against
the Moabites and Ammonites. The tenth is the grand and mighty Psalm which
the children of Israel sang and will sing to the end of days at their future
final and everlasting deliverance.

It is a very beautiful and significant Midrash., You will see that the
Midrash calls attention not to one erisis in Jewish history, but to many.

For the history of Israel was a history of crises. From all of them, Israel

emerged triumphant and singing, and at the very end there will be a slong of

of everlasting deliverance, This Midrash is but one of many nigh numberless
testimonials which we find in our sacred literature and in our history of
the undefeated optimism of our faith and of our people. And in every trial,
and in every severe nationzl tribulation there was manifest indelibly the
remarkable unshzkable confidence in the final outcome, in the triumph of
the right of national survival.

I read this morning the famous chapter from the Book of Jeremisgh,

written just before the first exile -~ before the destruction of the First




There is a lidrash which says that there were ten Psalms recorded in the
Sible which were sun; by Israel in the course of its history —- in the midst of
erisis, or after the crisis — ten songs of faith. The fifst was sung when the
Children of Israel were freed from Egypt. The second was the song of triumph by
the Red Sea. The third, whem in the wilderness, when the well suddenly appeared
nd provided water. The fourth was the song which loses sang before his death. The
fifth was sung by Joshua after his victory over the five Amorite kinzs. The sixth
was the song of Deborah ahd Barak which they sanz when the Children of Israel
conquered Sisera. The seventh was the Psalm of David when he was delivered out
of the hands of his enemies. The eighth was the sonz of Solomon sung at the
dedication of the Temple. The minth was the song of Jehoshaphat, igimgy as he went
to battle against the Moabites and Ammonites. The tenth is the grand and mighty
Psalm which the Children of Israel sang and will sing %o the end of days at their
futureffinal and everlaesting deliverunce.
Youw-wildmoessthat The Nidrash
culls attention not to one crisis in Jewish history, but to many. #or the history
of Israzel was a history of crises. From all of them, Israel emerged triumphant and
singing, and at the very end there will be a song of everlasting deliverance. This
Midrash is but one of many of nigh numberless testimonials whieh we find in our

sacred literature and in our history of the undefe:zted optimism of our faith and of

our people, +#mé in every trial, and in every severe national tribulztion there
A -

was manifest irvhedsbisdes.the remarkable unshakable ccnfidenca'*tha final outcome, in the
o .
triumph of the righEJuf national survival.
b
I read this morning see famous chapter from the Book of Jeremiah, written

just before the first exile — before %the destruction of the First Temple. Disaster
was in the offing. The=@lbymef Jerusilem was besieged. The plizht of the city

Pl |
was hopeless — about to fall., The leaders of the pecple were about to be led away

in chains to Babylon. The sanctuary of the Lord was about to be put in the fire




At that moment, a moment of dread antiecipation, of impendinz tragedy, the prophet,
dépemdal, says to his people: "Yet zzuin there shall be heard in this place whereof
ve say: It 1s waste, without men or beast, even in the cities of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate —— the voice of joy and‘the voice of gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom and the wvoice of the bride." The propﬁet, Jeremiah,

was commanded b; the Lord to buy a piece of land ih-a-ceuntry which was soon to

be coniuered by-the Babylonians and.n“v: the deed signed and sealed and put away

in an earthen vessel that it may last many days as a confident symbol that "Houses
and flields and vineyards shall yet again te bought in this land." Optimism in the
face +f doom.

Whence does this optimism spring? 1t sprang from the people's unshaken faith,
in-ajuspwgunuer =» the people had sinned. The people hed provoked God. God had
punished them severely, broken their nuticnal pride, cast them out in exile. Bubt if
a sin can bring on punishment, repentance can bring on forgiveness and restitution,
beeause there is a just God amdwie-lookswbreush a just law of providence and
retribution <

So Jeremiah passed through the people speaking in the name of God: "Like
as 1 have brought all this great evil upon this eople, so will I bring upon them
all the good that I have promised them."

il
i

liany centuries later, when the Second emple was destroyed, and uzain Jerusalem

ol -

was laid waste, the masses -of-the-paeslc vwere led avay as cemebive slaves to work

in the calt mines, it seemed that Israel was forever lost, completely destroyed.

At toatl t.i:aa,f at that dire moment of natlional calamity, the great Rabbi who liwved

at that time, Jochanan ben Zakkai founded a little school, an acadeny, adtile-uery
% rhl ¥ ol .
time of the destFiictiomof theweountry. Lt the defeut of-hiswmeemde, Rabbi Jochanan
= ’
ben Zakkai established a new school. _'-'i"n;-.t woas yemiseyr destroyed? A building, n

F

group-of ~buiddines , Meny cities,/an army —_ﬁu‘h Izrael was more than that. Israel
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was a people. It ;:.a;-;-lle an idea., Israel threugh-itsedong-histery. haod adeeady
expressed itself in spiritua“'l power, in Torah, in a code of life, _i'._n a complexidy
of ideai.;;l Israel had edeesdy orojeccted the vision of a spiritual %f r‘\Z:i.i::-rz
and the Holy of Holies were now really in the hearts and minds of the faithful. -——— -~
Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Joshua and Rabbi Akjiba, disciples of Jochanan ben Zakkai
saw the r-,;ins+ amd Rabbi Eliezer erA fz2bbi Joshua broke out into weeping a;md rent
their garments. Bwé Rabbi Akiba lauched. -wmé £iey turned to hin' andesedd:
i why do you 1:111511?# lL'ITh}" do you x':eepf, they were asked by Akidiva? They—eaid, fahold =il
“the sanctuary of the Lord, the Holy of Holies! Behold wild beasts now prowl
about it. The Temple is destroyed. Our people are in exile. The enemies have
triumphed. Rabbi Akiba turned to them and said: Irhy—eli-blsksetiaedul Mimer
of-the. mphggyafdﬁah.mmm MTherefore shall Zion because of you be plowed
as a field and Jerusalem shall becoms heaps and the mount of the Temple as a ruined
forest." And so will the other prophecy be fulfilled:; "I shall return unto
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. There shall yet old men and old
women sit in the broad places of Jerusalem and the brocd places of Jerusalem shall
be full of boys and girls playing there." If the eurlier prophecy had not been
fuifilled swwedsy this latter prophecy of I‘e*.iemptif:ﬁ mesd be fulfilled. They said to

.__.(l. Fg 1B ' Py .‘_". L. T L] -
#ledpe: Thou hast cumfnrbeg us, 0, Akiba, Thou hast comforted us! .y,.%.® Y

-

As you notice, this optimism of our people was not the result of ams

easy-going live'si of & pleasant, untroubled existence, H'G.lt. of disaster, suffering

and exile, it rose triumphantly to proclaim its unbroken faith in tomorrow.

The 1ife of our people was never a calm and placid one ab=amyedime. It was

/

| & :
always a life of swords, conflict, strain. The vory wew®, Israel, was given to our

Father, Jacob, because he wrestled with angels znd with men, and W&

Our national existence began in slavery and revolution. iie reached the

v [

- i r‘-l.“f’;-":—"“.r

1 4 t
pronised land after forty years of wandering in the desert? and (our ancestors had
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to fight for every foot of soil in fzlestine before they could settle there. The seriod
of the Judges were the battle-days of our early history in Pclestine, Spiritually
we fought against against the entire ?.-urid in-anclbsnmsigge for noarly fifteen
centuries — against the paganism of the Cinaanites, the Egyptians, Babylonians,
the Greeks and the Romans. The whole world was idolatrous. JBuwt@ne little people
alone ,-thateddbtbeo spotveledades resist Agne empires :-.-hi_ch waged war on Israeils
From the days of Assyria to the days of the Third Reich were the most powerful
empires in the world.

I:l;-ul wererever relaxed! Ve were always braced against alien foes and
alien influences. Frequently our _JEG,‘JJ:-; era defeated zﬂ—ﬂm T-hax.
frequenidp-taspelenwl] the fury and hatred of rulers and mobs}rfrer.

"Now to have remained full of nope and faith in the future, after so many
centuries of strife and frustration ani suffering is = -smest tribute to the soul
of the Race, and points unmiwbmiesede to deep springs whence that soul draws its
sustaining strength.

What were those streﬂ:nhs? aWFa_s, certain beliefs. In the

first plan:e it had—mmtne belief of-bheir God, W their

successive defeats of ihig=&ges our people adwews beheld im the triumph of their

..."é |
just Gc:.‘;t, dnd in the rascue, His mercy and everlasting goodness. It was God who
-explained for them the tangled web of their strange career and checkered experiences.

They ceme to believe that they were singled out for great rewards and great punishuent

because God had singled them out for a great destiny !*-f""_"'"""

Their suffering had one of two origins. Either they had sinned against
the moral law and must atone for it, or t.nev, nem{, God's chaaan servants, must atone
by their s.;f.f‘nrmﬁ for the sins of the ,.orld. Therﬁ wes hope,dnz thﬁ one hand hope

in repenta n*g‘,pr h:me in the redemption of the .r::rln. “J'either _‘flElﬂS to despair.

Both ennoble. A sinner whox is aware of his sin, is also aware of God against {hom




he has sinnedh A man who knows thut he is off tune can recapture the harmony, the
bnoken-iesmenyy of his life. 8o that our people's faith in God, even when they
T e ™ | B - ¥ ,',r .
xnew themselves not to be righteous, was neverbhedsss sustained by Lol et n
- T .
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& jesb=God. "Art Thou not God from everlasting, my Holy God? There we will never die." (Wel )

This concept of suffering for the sins of the world — that is, for an

AND Sk L
ideal -- mm gave a note of erdeur to Jewish life in its darkest hour.
There was world signficance, -'h greh;t ‘cosmic drama was be n: enacted onbreeabeso
of - laeemamld., and they were the central figures in that drama. They were helping
to fashion a new world,-as God willed those new worlds to come about. They were
helping to perfect a ‘new world. They uere % unmoned ones, to help in that
cosmic cause. Theywere the leaders, the pioneers in thut spiritual work. WQheirs
LY
was a crovn of thorns. As the mewr of destiny was &miaz fashioning bmesee new
» - - % 5 . '.# CY -

worlds, Israel was the Anvil which bore the strokes of the hammeryp. oSuffering for a
cause, was a Badge of Honor. Therefore the prophet was zble to say to his people:

“The people that walk in darkness see great

8wt aven the other kind of suffering -— personal suffering for uersonal

deficiencies and moral inadequacies -- even that kind of suffering purif‘}-*ps a

man, .n-y 1ift him to new levels of insizht and sympathy. There is a very challenging
LHelb )

phrase in the Bible? ™ioses was close to d.rkness when he sought God." TVesy @ften

it is in the ddI‘hIESS of our lives, in our misery 2nd in our defeat thut we dlSCU‘I.TEI"
I F ’

God. <@ At 15 this confidence in L‘m-:l":f in his noble ministry of suffering wherein
4&i=s the undefeated aat.imism of our people.
I
There is one other thought I would like to leave. Thew believed, because

their religion thaught them to believe, in the "erfECvlhllit}T of the world. Mot

Lhet—tho-world—gampanloct. There is evil in the t.or.;.dd gm-t—ml. Judaisn was

Ll
__lll-rf;l"'l

never & Pollyana religion. Judaism faced MM and saw AND

K LR PLer
mead; thep-wgne ~— war and poverty, exploit ation; lust and hutg_l_ ~Tpanicheand 4
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<IFTSTNeeespe-it,. Jhey were re:lities, but they were capable of beinz over-come
and man has it within himself to over-come.them.

- v a1 : "1;—;]'-} 3 -

The end of all creation is Good. All t?_t the Lord has crented, he created
for the ultimate gnod. Eh'.ll' ?orld was not created that it should %e run down

. < &

ultima aly.hn chaos ani anarchy.b-;q crL_tnd it ou of chaos. He formed it that
"

an may dwell upon it. There is a Golden Age coming. ("¢

.1.

Our Heligion is a lessianic #2ligion, a religion thut believed in ngbler,

iner, juster, more peaceful world wien wars will cease and poverty will be abolished,
There every man will someday sit under his vine and fig tree and know wur no more.
But it is within the power % of man to hasten that de; o8 to retard is A
Laerefore.qu.pacple=bedieve khe evil of the world should not discoursce W
~haelde~ It should challenge them to work for the gol day which is yet to come.
The world cun bé made perfect and men cun help to muke it so.
The gmeat pessimistic philosopher, Schopenhzuer, was guitecorrect when he

declared that "Optimism is as irreconcilable with Christianity as it is with

Buddhism and Brahmanism. The fundumental characteristies of Judaism are optimism

|

-

and realism.

liy dear friends, our people toduy face another crisis —- grhaps their greatest
in history, the crisis of mass éhéa;iﬁeﬁioh, the crisis of ext rminztion. This is
the time to draw consciously and deliberately upon the undefeated optimism of our
people, based upon confidence a;é a just God, based upon the conception of the.
noble ministry of suffering, and based upon faith in the perfeetibility of human
society. The world is suffering for its sins. It is atoning for its sins. Gos
accept the atonement. Even as He has smitten, so will He forgive. That is the low
of the history of our people. Ifen and ‘naticns are suffering today. Isrsel is

suffering todey more than any one. That has been our tragic noble privileze through

the ages. Ve are sgain the anvils upon which history is being fashioned. Qut of this

evil, out of the evils of our day, out of the bitter conflict of our world, & new
fr A - 2.2 y
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and better dsy will come. “Mem—will-reach.bigher Jovels of perfeution. Th e R&pEE M
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