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ABBA HILLEL SILVER, -• 

If ti"' 

, 

I n rapi d succession, out of the travail of the war , C8l'lle the Balfour 

Decl aration, the San Remo Decision, the Palestine Mandate, the international 

approval of Palestine as the J ewi sh Homeland , the hearty endorsement of the 

J ewish Homeland by our own government . In rapid succession came the rising 

t i de of chalutzim, the i nrush o~ thousands of Jews to Palestine; new settle­

ments; new colonies ; new homes; new schools, new i ndustries; new centers of 

life and thought; a new Hebrew University ; a new throbbi ng, pulsating, joyous , 

creative life i n Palestine . 

And J ewish intelligence could not long brook an i ntransigent doctrinary 

atti tude of i ndi fference and hostility to such e.n heroic renascence movement . It 

could not; it di d not. There was too ?nUCh of human worth in what was going on in 

Palestine . 'l"nere was too much of Jewish pr omise i n i t . There was too much of 

Jewish honor at stake. And so one by one the Nun-Zionists began to reach out a 

helping hand. Fi rst came those who were nearest to the center of Jewish life, 

the Marshalls and the Warburgs who ;mew and understood. Then came~ of those 

who wer e on the periphery . I t was a slow, deli berate, steady but sure process of 

i ntellectual r eadjustment , if you will. Self,re-education, i f you will. 

Time and events and the logic of time and the logic of new conditions , 

created the new att itude which received i ts consummation i n the formation of the 

J ewish Agency and i ts heroic symbolic expression at the Zurich Conference. I was 

privileged to be there . There was something of an unprecedented quality about 

that Conference, something of vast scope and moment , something of august solemnity 

and of dramati c intensity there. T"ne princes of I srael were assembled there -

the scient ist, the poet, the artist, the finaJ1cier, the industrialist, the savant , 

t he r atbi, the worki ~.n, men who were lead.era i n the pol itical, social and 

economic thought of Europe , some of them among the i ntellectual giants of the 

'I r 
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earth -- they were all assembl ed i n one place and for one purpose. Men from the 

East and from the West, men worlds apart, men who were separated not only by 

geographic bou~dar!es but by spiritual and intellectual boundaries. They were 

all assembled there, all drawn together to the one place by the irresistible appeal 

of one i deal and these men one by one through their spokesmen and their chosen 

ones ascended the platform and in reverence affixed their signatures to a new 

Jewi sh covenant, very much like that covenant which was signed i n the days of 

Ezra end Mehemi ::>.h by the returned exiles of Judea . .And in spite of it all, in 

spite of our diversities, in spite of our differing attitudes, we nevertheless 

signed this sure and strong covenruit, all of us, our princes, our leaders, our 

priests. 

Friends, never i n two thousand years was there an assembly like that in 

Israel and as I sat there, tense, breathlessl y watchiilt!; this drema unfolding before 

my eyes, the thought kept passing through my mind, •no, no, no, the Galuth has not 

beaten these men; they are stro?1t1;; the world has not conquered us; we have conquered 

it . Persecution has not humiliated these men; they are proud; we are proud. Exile 

has not scattered us; these men are united; we are united; we are one. The 

prophecy has come true . 1 

The political setbacks of the past year and a quarter have, not in a.DY 

real sense, demoralized the Yishub in Palestine. They were saddened by what has 

taken place, by the political reversals; they were angered by i t, but they were not 

demoralized. They dug i n, they entrenched themselves, and with traditional 

Jewish stiffneckedness determined to caxry on. But this economic crisis which is 

developing - unless i t is put to a stop and checked, is likely to create a 

terrific demoralization throughout the Yishub, wi:lich will be far more serious in 

its consequences than a.DY political setbacks which we have had, not because an 

economic depression will cause sufferi~ in Palestine -- the Jews there are accus-
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tomed to economic depressions and to suffering -- but because it will tend to break 

their apiri ts. :ror, i f the work in Palestine is seriousl,y hampered , and some of it 

undermined by l ack of economic support, that puts the strongest argument in the bands 

of the enemies of Palest ine. What has been the tactics of the program of the enemies 

of Palestine i n the past year? The slogan on work; check iumi gration or curb i t ; stop 

the purchase of land; crystallize the movement at i ts present stage, and don' t let it 

go any further. That bas been the tactics back of the White Paper. And we have 

aeid, No, give us the opportunity to carry on; we are just at the begi mrlng of things; 

the whole Jewish people is waiting to make a success of this Palestine experiment. 

And now, i f the Yis.~ub is to be faced with what I hope i t will not be faced, what 

will our enemies in Pal estine say? You e.sk for more immigrants and you cannot take 

ca.re of those whicil you have. You e.sk for more land and you cannot properly culti­

vate the l and which you now have . And i t will be the unanswerable argument. 

We have insisted t ila.t our great work in Palestine shall not be interrupted or 

interfered with by the Mandatory Government. We must not allow our own people t o 

bring about the same results and worse through economi c neglect . An economic collapse 

of our work in Palestine at this time would be t he strongest weapon in the hands of 

our adversaries '111:J.o have been urging the restriction of im:ni gration i nto Palestine 

and other measures calculated to destroy t he very foundat i ons of our enterprise. 

The American Palestine Campai gn is the f irst i n which the J ewish Agency, as 

such, without collaboretion with other agencies, faces the taak of raising the requisite 

funds for Palestine. The manner in which the elements within the Agency, both Zionist 

and non-Zionist, will respond will be the test of the efficacy and the worth- whileness 

of the Agency itself. I f Zionists and Non-Zionists throw themselves heartily into 

the wor~ of organization, campaigning and contribution there will ensure a splendid 

vindica tion of the vision and idealism which brought the Agency into existence. Some­

thing of the exalted spiri t o'! Zurich , 1929 ought to be recaptured for the great, 

ha.rd taek ahead of us. 
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I An act of hietooic moment ia about to be conaumated. It will 
not be a precipi tated act . Rarely baa a matter 1been cons i dered 
so long, ao carefully and so earnestly by our org ni.-stion. The 
whol e Zionist world has for six years participated {n a prolonged 
and searching diacuasion of t hi s subj ect, in the press , on the 
rostrum, at conventions and at congresses . Everything that could 
have been eaid, h ae been sa4. And n01' you 9re about to act , and I 
hope decisively. And a new ern will begi n . 

I rise to speak for the Amorican Zionists who will vote for the 
extended Jewish Agency . ~e of America are anxious ae I am sure 
you are , that the step which we are about to take shal l eventuate 
in the good which we expect it to yi eld. America has of course 
been central 1n the enti re pro ject of the en ended agency. The 
idea of extending the e.gency gained headway runong the Zionists 
of the worl d chiefly though not exclusively because of the hope 
that it wi l l tap new ~eins of atrength,new reJsourcesfof •-
power and money-power for Palestine 8Dlong the numerically strong and 
economi cal ly prosperous Jews of Ameri ca. lly acq1aintance with all 
the elements of the Jewish people i n America justifies my belief that 
this hope will in large measure be reslised, provi ded we who are 
here end they who will be here w1l l bring to the new nl liAnce a 
full measure of mutual oonfi dence , a willingness to lw■t•JYIIX learn 
to u.nderetmd each other end a desire to bil9tge gulfs and not to 
wi den them. 

I have followed with the closest attent ion the dellberat1ona of 
this body on the subject of the e:,e cy. I have been keenly aware 
of the doubts and f ears which have qitated many of our delegetes 
and which were e,roressed here in the midst of great stra~n and 
tension. I have nrofoundly sympathised with al l of them and per­
sonally shared some of them. Anyone who i s at all senait ive to the 
quality or nigh jell1oue 1o,-a1ty 1'h1ch a great i deal evokes runong 
its devotees wi l l r eadily understand t hat men who have through many 
wearying years struggled sacrificially for the i deal of Zionis■-
could not have approached the radically new departure which is in­
volved in the prepoeed enl arged agency without great hesitancy and 
trepidation . No one would question th.otives of those men who 
sought by every honorable moans to safeguard the integrity of their 
ideal , t o b'ittress i t with constitut i onal guarantees and to buil d 
bul warks and defences around it . This has been done - and I believe 
wi se l y done. 

But , my fr1ends , the greatar task sti ll remai ns . How to establ ish the 
reqtred mood, the necessary psychological atmos phere, the •-•'■x 
favourable s tate of mind, in ord,gr that o,1r new cooperat i ve en 1 er­
prise ma,i thrive. This is not yet been achieved , And the unavoidably 
aelfcentered deliberations of the ~aat few days hnve not contributed 
to this desired end. not having the light of past experiences t o 
guide us in this new venture, ~e were 1n the dar k and 1n the dark 
it is not difficult to conjure· up all sorts of ghosts and apparl­
tiona . These are sti ll wi th ua. It must be clear to all of u.a that 
upon the broken seas of suspicion and mistrust the craft whi ch we 
have now l aunched so heavily fraighted with our precious cargo 
cannot navigate. I t will never reach port . Unless we bring to our 
new alli ance e warm confi dene, a vi t al e agerness and a self-assure~ 
ce which does not take counsel of tear , this new all iance will pr ove 
a trapic futili ty. It will no t enkindle theimagination of our 
people . It will not a •tr~ct those whom we hope to at t ract and it 
will not release those new energi es which we ~re ant icipating. 

erhane only time will dispell theAe doubts,but a beginning muet 
even now be made.Wi t hin a very few days our new allies wil l come 
here from all par ts of the world. Let ua r emember that they are 
coming not as ejnemies or competitora, bb as f~tenda. The7 come 
t share w1 th ua Jllla common historic undertaki ng, t o be ar t1-1r 



share of a common burden,to assam.e with us a col"J)orate nat i onal 
reAPone1To1lity . They do not come to ~ubvert or to destroy. I n 
candour and good faith they are coming to help us _b~ ld t he 
Jewish home- land, Many of them have rendered ana"r1Ghd~r1ng great 
and dist1ngl1sh3d service to ryur people 1n other fields ,- poli t ical, 
economic , cultural, religious and humani tarian . Many of them hawe 
earned by the merit of their lives the universal esteem and confi den­
ce of all groups ■ in our population, Zioniet and Non-Zionist , 
native or foreign born , orthodox or refonn, labour or capi t al. 
They represent the bee t and worthies i n our communal l ife , 

Please remember that those who are vehemently opposed to us will 
not wish to enter the new compact. They will avoid i t , For we 
have nothing to offer them bu heavy burdens and hard work. Those 
who are coming are men who love the i r people ,who are vitally con­
cerned about i ts survival, and who see in Palestine not another 
opportunity for the ex 4 rcise of their phi entropic impulses -
opportunities which are not wanting t hem elsewhere - but the all• 
together unique and challenging opportunity t o assist in the 
xwbst realizeation of vast historic purpose - the physical and 
cultural upbuilding of our home-land. Perhaps unconscioaly they too 
have now been oougbt up by the mighty r hythm of our peoples forward 
march, Perhaps they too have now been st irr ed by the cadence of the 
life-song of o~eoples resurrQ.ition. They wish the great exp~riment 
without histor ic precedent~ - of the in- gathering of a world - disper 
sad people, - their people- to succeed. They wish to share i n the 
pride of its success . 

They are not avowedly Zionis t s , to be sure . They are not imbued 
~1th our i deology. They have lived 1n a world different and re­
moved from that 1n which many of us have lived. On t he other hand 
it is clear ,even to a eas"ia:l observer . that t hey- are g ropJ.ng fr,r 
a new ~deo1ogy,a new 1n~elleotua1 ~ ustment ,a new way or Je*ieh 
living. The old slogans no longer satisfy them Perhaps it is this 
unsatisfied hunger which is propelling t hem to Pales t i ne and to 
us. Perhaps in seeking Palestine ,they are seeking their Offll lost' 
identity, Perhaos in finding P,lestiae,they will find t hemselves. 

If we meet them i n complete sympathy and trust,relying on t ime, 
experience and t he magic alchemy of Pales t ine to win them over to 
our doctrille even as they have now been won over to our work , then 
we will live to bless this day and this act, I f on the other h and 
we shall confront t hem aa an armed camp,brist ling with prejudgments 
and suspicions, set as it were for a confJ iot of wills and purpo­
ses, with minds shut-iiJiour andfp rickly, we s hall destroy even more 
then we are now attempti ng to build 

we the American Zionists r egard the action which will be taken to­
ni ght as evidence not of weakness but of vigour. ~tis to ua 
evidence of the virile pliabili.ty of a living organiam,of a movement 
which has not pennitted itself to become rigid and inflexible, We 
have made a ~ew ajustment,which ent ails no break. This la the 
way or. life and progress . 

Let us face t he new er a in hopefulness , Let us have faith in our­
aelv&e,in the all-conquering power of our i deal and in the t r ans­
forming power of Palestine, Let t hose who are now coming work with 
us in a Union sacr6e,a Brith Kadoah. Let them work with us in Pa­
lestine. Let the spirit of t hat land en-rer i nto their "blood, Let 
t hem come in contact with all that the indefeasible spirit of our 
people has builded t here, our ae ttleaenta andour colonies,our • 
schools and our university,ou~,ech and our culture,our Palest,n18'\-. 
manhood t!tMl womanhood..,c,~p nel "-". 1 e. youth, and we havel{ doubt but 
'17n.e{; Pa~flat i vi-, t"Jill persuade t hem and exalt them. ""( 
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aist&ke cade by me on thut score ut all! 

On J~ 29, 1945 , . rior t o t he agreement referred o a "ove, I wrote to Dr. Wise 

a l engthy letter f r om which I quote t,e following , -\~ "Both you and Dr. ,"feizmann ap_;:,roached c.e sooe months ago with the re'iuest to 

take over the dir ecti on of the politi cal work of our blove.L.ent. You f elt, as ~.any 

of us have felt right alon.; , that th ~re has been an W'.fortun.. te c ...,nfusi on, in 

efficiency, over-lapping and cross-purposes in our politic .... l work and th«t t he 

situ.ation called for com;:>leta reorganization and above all for centr alization of 

authority . Both you and Dr. 11eizmann as well as Ur. Li psky and others sked me to 

talce over this wor k. I demurred knovting of the determined op; osi t ion of some of the 

men who tod-.:, control the administr i..tion of t he ZOA . I told you t hat while I was 

willin0 to f i ght for Zionism, 1 was not w:j J 1 i ng to start t. fight rl th Zi onista 

for t he privilege of servinJ the cause . You appealed to me to take over the work 

on t he ground that you yourself are heavily encUlllbered with many ot .er responsibilities , 

and are tired~ .•. 

"When you told me yesterduy over the telephon thut yJu bav~ been persu:..ded 

t o r etain the chairmanship of the Zionist F.mer~ency Committ ee, I was somewhat 

bewildered. If it was your i ntention to remain in that important ,>ost, neither I 

nor anyone else would have considered suppl.l:lntin6 you. The office ie yours b.,· right 

of service arxi achievement in the !.tovecent. But I a ..Jsumed t>-11 alonb thc..t you earnestly 

wiahe,_to be relieved of it. It was on the basis of thut understandin,!, that I 

parti cipated 1n t he discussi ons in the last few months looking t owards a r eor gwdzation. 

If now you feel that you wish t o r etain tilt. office not in an honorary . but i~ active 

capacitv. I wish you would let ce -:now definitely, and 1n making uzy reply t o the 

drc,ft letter addr es1ed to me, I td ll say thut Dr. 1/ise is he:..d of the political 

emer gency work of t he 5.ovement &.nd there i s no need for ri raf'ting me or anyone else, 

and th~t as far as t he t r esidency of t he ZOA is concerned , 1 never sought that 

office, and I tind opportunities t or roy Zi onist services in ot her fields .~ •••• 



So thi.t wben on A~ust 9 , 194~ o/· ,7ise , Dr . Goldstein and I signed an ei.gr eement 

in Dr . 'rrise 1 ~y st- ting t ~.e concurrence of all parties, Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver, Cha~3Wl of the Un .t'ulestin Ap,.,eal, f or long ono or the most 

distinguished figures i , will be sunwoned t o l eadership in t ~e spht:r e of 

political affairs by becoming e Co-Chairman with tie of t he Americ....n Emergency 

Committee for Zi onist Affair , ~assuming t.t.lso the Ch.airmt.nship of its Executive 

CoDllllittee, t he body respons ble f or the centralized direction of our political 

effor ts," Dr. ITise knew 

He full~erstood . tru.. 

ly 1,hitt I mean't_ by leadership and b.> centrullzed direction. 
• 

would not assume t ~ r ole of u vice-Pr esident to him or 

th~t be would retain 

..._.)la-And °"there in 

e Slillle authority in t he politi cal field which ;;as his before 

me to es::ne t.he~l d:l:r~"'Ol17>t om 'IR.~ 

Onforturui tely, as soon as the reor ganiz.. tion of our Council bet.an t :) show 

in 

by the 

prated 

raised 

ZOA of ice-holders who r 

and w o have continuously 

abou my resignation . 

110-45 

e ' s address h&.ve 

have not been 

m.y coming into t he 

e t hen endeavored t o 

gratified 

and inter­

The r ank 

een months ti.~o 

work and to bring 

Abba illel Sil er 

-
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seri e s of obs t acl€s on the road to r ecove ry, but assured l y 

t h~y do not give up ! Reconver s ion in t he Uni ted St a~as do~s 

not t ake the exact pa tt~rn inte~dcct and pl enned , but does a ny­

body doubt t hat , meric&n economy Ni ll f i nd the way to e:merge 

from whatever difficulti es beset it? 

It is not r easonabl e to expect th"" J ew i sh 1.gency to havG 

an answ~r r eady to all questions t ba t may be asked about any 

future difficulty . It i s the broad pictur~ t ha t should bo 

decisive . 

hnd above all due credit shoul d be g iv6n to a factor, th~ 

positive effQct of which ls i m:::ense and escapes calcul at ion . 

It is the unbreakable r e:::olution of the J ewish peopl e to build 

up i ts Na tional Home , a r ,1s olution i nspired by a deep a ttach­

r:ient to the soil of the Pr o!llisf:,d Land , rooted in the tradition 

of thirty centur i es eno str~ngthened by the despera t e plight in 

which a l a r ge portion of the J ewish people i s finding itself . 

'l'his r esolution which hus rendc,r cd the sceir;.ingly i mj:;>ossible 

possible in the past will continue to do so in tlle future . ';.'h;; 

J ewi sh ~gency ma~~s thi s s t a t €ment not in th~ l ea st es a figure 

of speech but a s e cold and ob jective sta t ement of' fact . Des­

perete r esolution born out of pa t r iot i s~ and s tiffened by d tiS ­

per a t e ne cessity, is a highl y potent economi c f actor : The 

exertions made a nd the r esults achieved in thi s wa r by the 

Briti sh and h.<':l.erica n peoples woul d not have been credited seven 

year s ago by those themselves who have performed end achieved 

them . Dunkirk a nd Pearl Harbour have mi ghtily influenced the 

Briti sh and .-unerican wa r economi es . They have s timulated a 

volume of !)roduction out of all proportion to what the wildest 

i magi nation had believed possibl~ in peace ti~e . They have 

caused ob c;t ac l es to r.iclt awa y 'Nbich a t one tir..e v.er e believed 

to be unsurmountable . The Jewi sh p~opl e i s in no wa y l ess s en­

" itiV ·-:; t e t'1<. -ie r,1c. Lm;-,uls e .. . 



The American Jewish community will survive if it will remain 

faithful to thl basic dogma of Jewish existence• the sense of group 

solidarity, of peoplehood, of belonging to an historic Jewish 

c~m...-u.~:ty ~hich cuts across time and space, and which Is centered 

in~ life covenant with theet.ernal principles of Judaism and with 

u..,_iversal Israel. The .American Jewish community of tomorr0\1 will 

draw stren£t h f r ?111. contlm,ed and increa3e,l cultural and spiritual 

cont.acts with Israel. Israel r.;ay draw cultural and spiritual strength 

in the future from contacts -.;itli t he An:erican Jewish cor.llllu,.ity 

if t.i1is c•i1,11unity vill be st;r ,1ng in Jewish !earning and vital. 

vften in the pd.St, Jewish !ife in Palestine was ~lenished by 

spiritual anc! cultural influences coming frora Jewish centers 

outside Palestine. Both Judaisri: and the Hebrew language at times 

had to struggle for survival even in PaJestine. At this v~ry time 

Judaism is passing through a severe crisis of adJustfflent in Israel. 

The guiding principle should be maxlaal participation In Allerican 

life and maximal devotion to its progress arid security, along with 

naximal interest in, and support of, Israel . The guiding objective 

both for tha Jews in .Anerica and the rest of the Dlasporn, as well 

as the Jews in the State of Israel, should be the survival of 

Judaism, which alone bas giv•n meaning and gloey t o our history. 

I e p~rs\laded that t he synagogu• will be the institution 

primarily r•sponsible !or the survival o! the American Jewish 

C011111unity, u it hu bean Neponsibl• for our survival throughout 

our Di•nlon. To fulfill this talk, the l)'MGog~ 111USt beco• much 
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Translated into concrete terms, it means replenishing the spiritual and reli­

gious reeervoirs of Jewish lite - the synagogue, the rellgi:>us chool, the scadm"'"' 

the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship. For years now the Jewish ccmmnmitiee 

of the world, other than thoae, of courae, which were destroyed or ravaged by 1n1r and 

pereecution, had to give priority to works of relie.t, physical rescue and the recon­

struction of tl"• state ot Israel. Much of this work rlll have to continue into an 

unpredictable .tuture. Certain~ there still nm•:!ns tha urgent and compf'JJ1ng need 

tor taldng ca- e of the hundreds of thousands ot refugees who are seek1ng a home in 

Israel. 

But even while this work is going on, am certainly as the urgency and pressure 

of that work d1m1rd shes, as we hope it will rlth the ,aars, increasing~ our energies 

and our reeources shoul d be poured into the permanent and positive spiritual and cul­

tural. institutions and enterpr-iees of Judai.11111. We 1111st begin to think again in term• 

of the total pictve ot Jewish lite, both geographical..lT and historinall7. !Mll1,,ns 

of Jewa will live in Israel in the dqs to come, millions IIOI'e will lift outside of 

Israel. It is the rellgion of Juda.1111 which will unite them, not 8J\Y' political bonds. 

Judaiaa latpt our people inside and outside of Palestine together as one religious 

fellonh:ip in the past although tbq nre politicall;r unrelated. For the sake or the 

Jne the world onr, for the enr1cbment of their awn lives, and tor their ettecti.,. 

contribution to the progren of the countriee in which they are citisena, and tar 

baetem.ng the da;y ot the 11.ngdom, it ia imperative that w begin to pour ap1n our 

creative t211nk1ng, our aubatance and our energies into the institution• of Jftieh ~ 

Ugious lite. 

The S,000,000 Jflft of the Ubited States 0"9 1 t to t,h•nlv.s, to their "bildnn 

and to this {O:'e&t and beloved country of which t1-)r are proud and loyal citieene to 

maka Judai• u beauttl'ul, Na1.ngtul and d;ynamio as possible in their lives and in 

the total life of Aaericai dntocraey • 



/U.U,. 
bouda._ aa tanc\loned \,J \he Ual•t4 la\10111. an4 at4 1a 4enltpinc 1,a ..,.1a7.1 

Ye hop~on.t14-11U.7 \hd the O..Oonl1o Pan1, vha l,, loo, ae••• ln Con•u,loa 

GllOil\, "11,•la11arl7 Tl)loe 1\a co11Yl0Uon ,h.,_. ,be nw Jewleh ,,a,e abow.4 be eat► 

~4e4 c.«alnat ~••lon ".Jld. Mp\lta,1011, •4 Iha' 1, ahOlll.4 ~ al•• wha\ner Hllll• 

oa1c 1u;ppoi-t ._ prop1r1T be ctY• to 1, to help 1, • plJl a ,,ronc an4 8UJ'e too,tac. 

Should the peace u&0t1&,1ona 'one& 4ovn, •• 1ball b.&Yt\o \Vil 1io ow- eo••• •t 

end aak tor the laaecUa\o reTltloa of ~• ••ao 10 tls&I \he .. tea4va of \he ••••• 

ot larAel FiJ11:¥ be Able 1io acquil'I ataa and eemmS~lon IA \hit oou,17 vhicb. pride1 it­

aelf ~on be1nc the ar1ual of 4-ooraCIJ. lve17 aa 1ae4laM 4e Jure nOQpi\1o• et 
~l.4., 

tho ••at• ot luw would ••rtq\b& u4 a:na\1¥ bean~ ,u uv ••••• DOV eouc 
"' throup n 11•r iod of p-1At u1a1 &D4 1>erll. Vha1inv alroac 1J:lilloatlona ow- ,oY•mssa 

can give a.t thia \iae of uaoat ainoerl\7 &D4 dalaralDa\loa IA a'Upl)Onln, th• 1\ale of 

Iarael ville ntribute '° t.ii. paclf1oai1ou of th• a11iua1iloa IA the lea&' ta•• aa4 \o u 

eul.1 reoor.cU1atlon o! the Arab peoplff to \ho ma\eaoe 16d \be 1At-crit7 of th• 

atate of l erael.. I\ wouJ.4 be huneaiq al.10 le ban O\JJ' owa oou1i17 apoA1or the 114-

■1ee1on of t!le atate of Iu-aal to tho Uaittcl D\loaa. 

!ho appoi11t 1 act of Mr • .Taa•• o. ).acDoMld aa laoa4 of a Qa1\o4 s,aM1 ai11loa M 

Iarcel vo.e e. aoet v.iooa. patur-1 of c;ooclw1Uaa4 tr1ent]J' oooperallon. Mr. kac1"11114Ju 

been R1110nc 1.he aoat ~der1l6DCUJ:1C au helptw. triu41 ot the hla,orlc aeaae of o• 

.ooplc oYer a ptn•iod. of a&JII¥ 700.ra. We vor.d.er whelher \be -,,.111\aenl o~ Mr. MaoDtaalt 

~ not 'be taken to l niileo.te ,1ut the eel of \he va ef I.07 lnAeraoa la ,u s1a,1 ».­
pnrlmnl la fQ\ approa.oh1,,c. 1, 11 blp Ibo \ha\ .\hla ueb foe of Zloal~,mo hae 

d.oce ao wcl:l alachlef ahoulcl 'be NMYecl ma a po1llloa vbln he._ fftl'r-'e, •• M 

Mt ,s... u.d ·•'" b¥ ad.roll ualJ)Qlalloa OD \he lonr llft11, lhe JU'pONI of 

eo•uwal u4 the vlahee ot the Aaerlcaa people. t'M 1ee1.,..r.•traoa ado 
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Jewish and o Judaism, the \noblest creation of the 

d , that Dia~ora Jewry sh~ld rema.in 

sound . All l k, however \,atriotically ,notivated , 

\ 
altogether w tes it off, is meaningle~s and 

extreme •• What i clearly indi cted today i the setting\in mot.ion 
\ 

spiritual and cultural 1 tercommuni tions and irttez-

, simila.r to hat which 

periods of the Second Commo ealth. 

xisted durin\ 

Int e past, centers of ish life shifted from one part of the world to 

another. flt times several import.ant centers existed simult.aneously. In our 

day we saw the oldest and noblest center of Jewish life in Europe practically 

destr oyed. Providentially, two other important centers are arising today and 

I 

are growing in str ength and significance - the national center in Israel, and 

the Diaspora center in the United States. The merican Jewish community owes it 

to itself and to history to t,ake over its full measure 0£ responsibility £or 

carrying on the historic work of Judaiem. For this mighty task it will have to 

find, in the future , the resources within itself . It will ro longer be able to 

live on borrmring. It can no longer eJrpect its spiritual and cultural proviaions 

t o come to it from t.he Old Wor ld. Old World Jerrry no longer exists aa a provisioning 

center. We shall have to prepare ourown victuals. 

\ \ \ 
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vt The State of Israel is \-~t and glorious fact tA Jwmi el\ life , 

" 

\ I ( 

C 
one whictr 

i1> destined to influence its evcFy pba se eyer)PPAe1c. But greate r than the 

State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater than the people of Israel 

is the immortal vision and hope which sustained our people through the long 

centuries, which made of it a covenanted people, pledged to the ;ideal of 

Malchut Shamayim, the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

I( Zionism, as the pledge of positive Jewish living in the spirit of our death­

less prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, to 

work together for the coming of the next great age, the distant, the ultimate 

age, the Messianic Age, when justice and peace will be established on earth, 

when "Ea.ch man will live under his vine and under his fig tree with none to 

make him afraid. 11 

~\ The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the Drama of 

Israe l. Our people is moving on, the ark of the covenant is moving on, in 

greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the broad highways of 

the world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the end of days, prefigured by our seers, 

" When they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the earth 

shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover the sea. " 



I 



The faith that wil 

is faith in the worth 

rights. Hi thout such 
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best, as free men in this great age, 

of the individual, and his inalienable 

as a dogma into the he~rt of our 

Declaration of Independence and ou\ onstitution - " ' le hold these truths to be 

self -evident, that al l men are create\ equal and that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable ri~hts" - man' s stature will be progressively 

reduced, the free domains of his mind a~ spirit will speedily come under iron-
\ 

clad contr ols , and man ' s dignity will be dragged into the dust. '.Jith such a 

faith, we will be strong en )u-Jh to accept ~ 1 necessa ry sccia l controls and 
\ 

still remain a frP.e society. / 'Ilf will help us o set our cours e by a dependable 

compass . 

One of the evil forces 

mine the individual and destroy 

organized propaganda whose 

and emotionally in the way 

work in the world today which tend to under­

inte llectual integrity is the force of 

to sta,npede men to think uncritically 

interest wants them to think. Through 

slogans, catch -words, clich sand cleverly coined half-truths, it drives men 

Propadanda in our day ha been developed i nto a dangerous pseudo-science, 

Throu3h the readily av !able mass media of communica tion, it can undo over-

ni1ht, a:1 it were, ge erations of slow, patient , end pa ins-taking work of. educa-

tion. Our great 

our people knows 

today is not illiteracy. The overwhelming majority o~ 

to read and write, The great danger of our day is propa-

ganda, whose aim i to confound and to confuse and by misinformation to mis-

direct our liter s popula tion. 
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The third e lement in the f a ith which will serve us best in our ex­

citing new age is faith in the sanctity of method - the method of human progress. 

Spiri tual reli~ion defined a method by which men might attain morally 

desirable ends, a method worthy of such ends, It outlawed the notion that moral 

ends justify inrnoral means . Each single step on the way toward the realization 

of a worthy objective must, as fa r as is humanly possible, be a worthy objective 

in itself. To establ ish j ustice or f reedom or peace, men :nust employ the ways of 

justice, freedom and peace. 

The more exalted human goals are, the less likelihood there is of 

their early or complete attainment . Accordingly , when ruthless, brutal , im­

patient and desperate measures are employed, they not only make the attainmen!: 

of these goa ls impossible; they also turn man ' s long journey towards them into 

one of unmitigated misery and horror. 

The classic way of reli gi on has never been fully tr ied in the world. 

Today in an evolving 

eluding the power of 

at any time 

theor y that 

justified 

3e wherein man ' s power 

-destruction, it is being 

istory . '>tate 

astly augmented, in-

more thoroughly than 

have proceeded on the 

no l aw superi or am! tha t their brutal methods are 

The shame of our aP,e is that me 

acts of immot'ali y in the name of hi 3h mora l i 

corrmitting the most shameless 

Methods which are abhorr ed and 

denounced in one ' opponents are r a tionalized justified as moral imperative~ 

when employed by o Men talk of justice an brotherhood , of a class l ess 

peace , but they act as if idea ls were demons out of 

hell, lashing them o most horrible acts of inju tice, hatred and violence, 



It is clearly the part of sound method in our atomic a~e t o look for 

a workable formula wl--ich wt 11 regulute the differences between the F.as t and the 

"est and discover a "modus vivendi'' for the two ~reat sections of humanity which 

are now so dan~erously riven and separated by seemin~ly irreconcilable ideologies. 

rt is ctear that the rivalry between these ideolo~ies cannot be de­

cided on the battlefield. Roth power-blocs are in possess i on of the g lobe­

destr oying power of the <\ -bomb end the H-bomb . Neither will be intimidated by the 

preponderance of arms on the p: rt of t~e other. It is inconceivable that the 

st.;tesmen of the world will be so made as to try to win a decision through atomic 

warfare. The alternative confronting mankind today is co-existence or non­

existence. This b~~ t he case, it is clearly t part of pa triotism, of en­

lightened sel interest, and of altruism to eek ways of living together on this 

one eart n spite of the opposing and rreconcilable ideoloi ies. 

In the field of religious coo1troversy it was once thought tl·c: t the 

existing differences were tr-reconcilable ano t l·a t o;:,posing religious persuasions 

could not live on the same earth, not to speak of the s aMe country or city. 

Dur ing the seventeenth century Zurope was drenched in blood by reli8 i ous wars. 

The stakes tren were even hi~her than in our d..ty , for it was not only this world 

that was involved, but the next world as well. And yet after much bloodshed and 

the ruin of towns and provinces, it was found necessary at l ong last to work out 

ways of toleration and co-existence, l eavin1 the ideolo~ies to take care of them­

selves. ~o religion abandoned its position, its claims t o being the sole reposi­

tory of true religion or of its mi ss i onary activity, but somehow ways were found 

for al l to live to3ether. Today in many parts of Europe and .. merica they have 

learned not only to live tosether but to work to3ether in amity and friendship 

for the paramount objectives common to them all. 
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There ls no other solution to the political and economic differences 

w~tch are now teering our world apart. The dread alterna tive is universal de­

struction. 

For our civilization to survive, it is clearly necessary to revise 

the mood and thought pattern of our a~e, and to recharge our world culture with a 

new devotion to the sancttcy of method in human progress, 

·:l tth such a faith, built upon the reality of purpose in the universe, 

the significance, the individual and the sanctity of method, we can spread wide 

our adventuring sails and plow resolutely into the sur ge and thunder of our un­

predictable odyssey, confident tha t our h i gh hopes will, f r om time t o time, find 

their blessed anchorage in some h~rbor of our hearts ' desire . 



) 
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3 
There are certain a c evements in science which come to be knOlfn as break-

throughs. Supersonic 

the space satellite. 

was such a breakthrough. So were nuclear fission and 

In th se and similar instances , man battered down barriers 
I 

which had hemmed him in since the beginning of time. And each breakthrough opened 

up for man new and unexplored 

were, was a new day of creation. 

of immeasurable possibilities. Each , as it 

I \ 

I~ human history too! there are such breakthroughs - political, social and 

econOllli.c. hnasktbesgl~. The Renaissance was such a one. .1he American Revolution., 

the French Revolution, and1f or the Soviet Union and its people, the Russian Revolllltion. 

With their occurrences/ in history, ma nd began to move in radically new directions. 

I And the world was nz er the same again. 

In Jewish his ry, likewise, there e transcired events of such critical 

they, too, mus regarded as breakthrough•. The 

the prophetic ovement to which it gave rise, wa such a breakthrough for the 

religious of Israe l , and nerally. The return from the 

the victory of t he Maccabees each one of these momentous 

era and each opened windOlfs pon new horizons for our 

peo e. c L 
~ r ~t,r,,•. 

l~__.., ct\ ~:1&d~ one of the most significant breakthroughs in Jewish history 

were the Ooited Nations Resolution of November 1947, and the Proclamation of the 

State of Israel in May 19L8. These events broke dCJ1Jn the 21 000 year-old barrier 

of the Galut which had hemmed in our people and wedged them i.n belplessl~ 

opened a new age of freedom, of political and spiritual independence. It changed 

everything, including ourselves. We began to think differently,,... to act and to 

speak di fferent!y. We found ourselves experiencing a complex of new sensations 

which had been alien to our people for centuries. We discovered unsuspected reservoirs 

of energy and resources within ourselves, a capacity to undertake and execute projects 

which formerly we had been persuaded were beyond our powers. 
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From the far corners of the earth, the dispersed and the scattered, the despoiled 

and the broken remnants of our people were helped to come to Israel and there 

to find haven, rest and a re- born hope. 

Ia rael has given our people a sense of unity hi therto unknown, and a -
sense of ~ride of which tre Galut (Exile) had robbed us. 0n the verse of the 

Psalmist: / J ~ {)I ,') r ',\ )1.f> ~ 1 l-6 ..:> ,)11.J"'2>1 (' ,re h J --

"Jerusalem that is built like a city round which everything is united", the Rabbi 

commented: -:,, .!:, I» ) r ,c.., e , J,. lt .>- , -;.J-,fle ')/Y, "Jerusalem is a city 

which unites all the children of Israel one to another. 11) 

We have become more fully aware of our strong bond of people-hood, our 

group solidarity, and we do not rue it nor try to explain it away. We have 

gratefully re-discovered the pride of our heritage and destiny. Our children 

are facing their world with a new courage, a firmer faith and a greater dignity. 

Israel has served us well, and we are resolved to serve Israel well. ( We 

shall not be like the inhabitants of Me roz, who did not come to the help of their 

people in that day of fateful struggle by the waters of Megiddo, and were there­

after forever execrate~ We shall faithfully, through the oncoming years , give 

Israel our full suppoirt until its foundations are firmly laid, and its walls and 

bulwarks are made strong and secure. 

But while the hope of national restoration was always an integral part of -
our people's faith, it was never the whole of it. Providentially, the long-deferred 

hope came to fruition in our day. It was a blessed and glorious consummation 
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which our generation was privileged to behold. It did greatly exalt us. Our 

people always looked forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of 

greatness, elation and hope. "When the Lord will bring back the captivity 

of Zion ... they will say among the nations: the Lord hath done great things with 

us. We shall rejoice." But what has so prVvidentially transpired in our day 

should re-charge our courage for the greater tasks which lie ahead. For the 

Messianic hope of our people has been realized only in part. Galut - - exile - -

has indeed come to an end, and shi'bud malkuyot, "servitude under foreign pfrs". 

Bl.i: in its profounder and universal sense of a}_larit ha-yamim, the establishment 

of the good society of universal justice, brotherhood and peace on earth, the 

Messianic hope of our people is far from having been.£2._n~m~ted. The ultimate 

~ 
goal of our people reaches beyond all natioa:,Pt JJlczatis:• and sovereignties to -
the time "when they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the 

earth shall be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea. 11 T!!_s,as yet 

unrealized hope/our people must continue to proclaim,' certainly in this day when 

our proud civilization is crawling underground into caves and bomb shelters. a. lJJ,S)... 

can do so today more hopefully as a result of what has transpired in Jewish life. 

In a new, buoyant mood of achievement and vindication, the leaders of our people 

everywhere may now devote themselves to the totality o{ the Messianic message 

which, in spit e of the establishment of the State of Israel, remains unfulfilled. 

The great work is yet to be done! 

w~ v..• .. J, ~ k 11...a,w. ,~~1 
be• us beard'l1 ?\that t1!!!; are dangerous, eruptive and unpredictable 

times for all peoples. Passions are running high in our worli ,hates and fears are 
- I 

stirred up•-1 Fr~judices have proved to be formidable weapons in the hands of 
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unscrupulous political adventurers and governments. There are those who 

are determined to stop at no thing! Such violent times are especially dangerous 

for minority groups, and even more so for the Jewish minority group which 

historically has suffered most in periods of social, political or economic up­

heaval. Because they are everywhere, they are always in the center of world -----
events, and as the Rabbis said, in commenting upon the fate of Jews at such 

times, when the stone falls upon the pot, the pot is broken, and when the pot 

falls upon the stone, it is the pot again which is broken. 

~ w,1 ~ .. a~.. i+. ~ P&-v,,,, fl'- ()Mo-1.IJJ 
During the past year t:lll•••s ~a resurgence of anti-Semitism: The evil , - / ~ 

Satanic forces reared their ugly heads again in many parts of the world, most 

shamelessly in Argentina, but also in the freest countries ~art h, Britain and 

the United States . The Algerian Jewish community was scattered in a mass 

flight, and Moroccan Jewry feels itself unsafe and is emigrating. Suppression 

of the rights of the Jewish people in the Soviet Union continues unabated. 

In such times our only salvation, as a people, lies in solidarity, in closing 

ranks, in strengthening our defenses , in mutual helpfulness. We dare not relax 

our alertness . We dare not be tardy in rushing aid, economic or political, to 

any hard-pressed sector of our people anywh~ re. We must re-enforce every weakened 

or threatened segment of ur far-flung line. This has been our strategy of sur-

vival in the past. It must continue to be so in the future, whos e remote horizons 

no one can glimpse. 

' I 



~ ~ t~; }~ ,fa 

~ ""' 7,,._,,__,, d.,0,P '"d I 

~ ~" D--Vt ~J•r 4' 
v). l~ ~ OJ--J,.,~ . 

~ ~ c,v, vJC.,..J). -j A> 1 fu.4 I 
f5 .... h -l\" ~ ~ ~ eU"\t-.t,. 

1 

l\Jc<t,v\.i a ~:-1 -\ \) llvv~ 1 ► ~ , 

~~9 \.\.;l\,~ ~ -~ ")~ 



- J-

The lRs t 60 years write nne of the most amasing and revolutionary chapters, 

glorious as wel l as tragic, i n all human history. l do not refer to the unnumbered 

scientific inventions and di sc~veries of t hese yesars which link the elect ric with 

the atomic age . I have in mind the crucial political and social transformati ons 

of these six decades - the disintegr;iti on of vast empires, the birt,h of new 

states, the gigantic struggles between economic systems , between democracy and 

dictatorship , the r ise and fall of Fascism and Naziism and communist expansi on. 

Jt is against the background of these unprecedented social and political 

upheavals which uprooted ol d systems and t he way of life of many oeople that 

we must view the history of our people. !.!any people suffered bitterly during t ll8e 

convul sive years but more paid as high a price as the Jewish people . None came 

as close t o t otal annihilation. One need not revieT1 here the fearful ca talogue 

of disasters . .'ie \:ncm it all too ,1ell ; the rest of the world i s not eager to 

be reminded. 

But the darkness of these years was not entirely unrelieved. They gave us 

the Zioni st movement, the renaissance of Hebrew Culture and the birth of the 

St ate of I srae l . They also established for ur oeople flouri~hing centers of 

life and freedom i n the New rcorld. 

The strong national i st movements of the 19th and early 20th eenturies which 

were frequently intolerant of the rights of minoritl. es, and led to an intensified 

anti-aemitism in many countries, also lent logical force and cogency to Jewish 

national ist aspirations. The barbaric excesses aga i nst our people which followed 

the First T.orld roar and those of Fascism and Nasiism before and during the Second 

World War dr amatized the tragic rroblem of Jt'Wish nati. onal homelessness and placed 

it urgently and undeniably upon the agenda of world statesmanship. Important 

sections of world Jewry, long beguiled by millenial dreams ot universalism and 

co81DOpolitaniam were rudely shaken out of t hei r wishful thinking and were forced 

to confront the stark reall ty of their exi stence . This waa the beginning ot their 

spiritual redemption. All these factors combined to bring about the political 

emancipation of our people , and to the re-establishment of the third Jewish 
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Col!llllOm,,ealt h. 

Not automatically, of course l History follOffs no lines of external pressures 

alone . Without the long-sustained and religiously,-nurturerl hope of not j ona.l 

restoration, and the unbroken will of the masses of our people t o see Zion rehuilt, 

wi thout inspiring leadership an ! c, mpetent organizatjon and untold sacrifices , the 

opportunities wlti ch the political events during the two wor ld wars pr esented l'fould 

have been missed, and the r,reat moment would have passed us by agaj n. The 2r1. onist 

movement , h0?1ever, and all that pr ece led it in pains- taking organizational and 

educat1 ona1 wor k, in the dedic3ted labors of writers, t eachers and propagandists, 

in the creative achievements of t wo generations of pioneers, ha1 r ea1ied the 

Jewish people for just such an historic moment. The spear was not t o lack the 

shaft again , nor the sword its hilt. 

This we should always remember . il.hout an orgPnized and mobilized world 

Jewry, the State of Israel would never have been established - nnd wi thott it -

it cannot .~ r stained. 

The~ line of Israel ' s political and economic defense is world Jewry. 

Fven Israel ' s superb army must in the last analysis depend upon the u terial 

r esources \fhich, in large part , the Jews of the world must wike available. The 

great world powers , competing f or Arab fri endshi p, have not opened, nor are 

likely to open their arsenals to I srael , as they have t o the Arabs. Each of t he 

world powers i s &JWing i ts own proteges . Israel is the protege of neither. 

The f ortunes of Israel in the maelstrom of the Near East are unpredictable . 

Global forces have chosen that area as their ·arena for decj si ve conflict. This 

has occurred often in the past. Unt :1.1 tru:.t conf lict is r esolved, and peacefully, 

we hope, and until Israel ' " Arab neighbors have reconciled themselves t o its 

existence, the Near East Will be full of tensi ons and the position of Israel 

will be fraught with danger. 



I know of your great concern about the recent developnents in 

the Ne~r East whip~rve h•ig/>te~••. tho app,-~ion or tho 
o-.J"-. ~ ~ ~ l ,~, {L (/ .1 

citizens of Israeljc t me assure you that Government Jr!tf ( .,. • 

v.ldeeply interested in the security of the young State of Israel. it ft 
0\.. Fl 1- . Q O ~ ~ 

It does not wish to see it in any way endangere fully ~ 'A-
c-'- I \ 

conscious of the love of freedom and democracy·~~l!ffl'l~"'"'m1"' 

owil Way' of lt:re,which has (151' char 17terized the government and 
~ 

~reople of the State of Israel. Vje have followed with 

admiration the development of the new State and the zeal !' 

e::1~ 14-m of its pioneers and builders. It is our sincere 

wish to be helpful in every way and to see the existing 

differences between Israel and the neighboring Arab states - .... amicably adjusted to tt>e great and lasting benefi.,f of ,-their 

peoples. 
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more a place of religious education than lt has lx:en heretoiore . 

An <!ssentlal feature of this Jewish religious education ls the 

teaching of the Hebrew language, in whlch our religious culture has 

rnost fully expressed ltse11'. No Jewi sh c0An1unity ever survJv~d tor 

lo,1g 111.licn l•red l~l>rew • .i,o Jewi sh commu!li ty ever contributed 
~t· • 

culturally to Jewish life which did not foster the Hebrew language 

and l i terature. The Hebrew language ls not only t.112 r ep,.,slt"cy of 

o~r woJt glo~i ~~s outural trophies . I t has been a pOllerfuJ. instrument 

for pro~ress and renewal in J~wish life, anct the bond of union, and 

the chain of continuity . lne ,lebr ew language served •nff 1>eopl~ as the 

weapon with which to batter down the spiritual and intellectual walls 

of the ghetto. I t vas t he high~ along which our people moved Into 

the nuxiern world. Orie cannot, of course, think of our national 

renaissance movement from the early Hi-._t Zien days to the recent 

crowning ~s of struggle and victory uithout thinking of t>ie 

brilliant illlu;y of H.brew writers, poets, and es9aylsts who inspired 

and su.stllioad it. 

11' we are thinking of ar~ cultural link in the futun between 

Israel c1.nd the Jews of tha Diaspora, then we aust be thinking in 

terms of the Hebrew language. We must raise generations of Jews who 

vill be able to read the language in vhfch the future ctltural creations 

of Israel vlll be east. 
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Anoth0 r Art i r.le of Unbelief 1s t r. t L1uPri:U lsm 1" dt>, d. I 

do not bel ieve t h t Liber alism is deGd, el ther , s u w ,;J of l i fe or 

as & goul of l tfe . I imow t ha t LlbPr al1sQ ls more o r l ess a discredit ed 

thine toda_y. 

I lalow t hl. t our mood 1P s till a mood of tension , emer eency. I mow 

th t some oeo:ole f Pel that t he only way t o change t h1n$11 is thr,rugb 

ruthlessness , c nan. e an,1 des truction. The mood of our 1)90 le ie 

s till oa.thol ogi c,,l , not onl y ,.roo the ;1or l d ar lJut f r om wh t fol t owed 

t ,0 war - t he ur eakdown in democr a t i c govwr nrnent in the worl d , the 

econ ,mtc depression which is unparalleled i n tl1e history of mankind. 

These a1Ld ~ o ther rnc t ora h_ve ~iven u s t he 11.1.nd of world we ha."e, 

a wor l d apprebenaiYe, full of m.~dness . Yet I oelieve t il..t t he pr lnclpl e 

of pr ouTess through libPralism, hu.'!laJl advancement throlle;h t he f r ee 

exerc l ae of "Un ' s oower of will ha.a ._.,ot t o r eassert itself UJld I 

bel ieve i t is bet 1nAi n& t o r eassert i tself toda.,y. 

A f w da,ys ago I c1.J11e acr oss a.11 art icle by one of the 

6re tPsts 1lnda t oday , Pr>fesaor Dewey , who t~~d been waT r ing betwPen 

Li-oralism u.nd Dictat oranip , out wh has come f i nally t , t he at ea~ 

lit:bt of a f i rm conviction. He writest 

Radi cal 1am 1n t he minds of man.,y- , ho.,ev0 r, bo\h among its 
profesned adhPr ente and its bitter enemies, is i d~nt ified wit h a 
p-r t icular method of chn.ngin the syatem. To the , , it "lea.ne the change 
of the p ro sent yste,:i b.:,r violPnt overthr Jw . Radical iso of this son 
is op'Josed t o l ib Pr alis.'!l and l l beraliac i s opposed t o i t. Fer 
liberal i sm bot h by its hist ory and bJ i ts own Mture is coll'IDitted t o 
democra t ic methods of effect~ eoc1al ohnnge. 

The ide of f ore~ •nen t -:> be tree is an ol d i dea , but by 
nature i t ia op oaed t o freedom. :Preedom i a n~t aomet.11ing t h~t can 
be handed t o men a a . 6ift tr ,m iu t s1de, wheth0 r by ol d- f ash ioned 
~ n at ic beneTolent despotiams or by ne-f~anioned d i c tator shi pe , 
whet her of t ll" pr ol ettil'lan o r of t ne ·aacist or der. It is something 



wbich can be had onl y as individuals pur \ icio,.te in wi nning i t, and 
this f~ct, r a\ her t han somP pArticul~r uol 4t ic~l mecbani sm , i s t ne 
essence of de~ocr tie lioer al i8111. 

The !enial of the democrat i c met hod of uchievi~ social 
contr ?l i a in ar \ the pr oduc\ of sheer lm!>at ience and r omantic / 
l onging for a short-cut which i f i t wer e t .;cen would defeat i t a 
own end. I t ia i n part the frui t ,:>f the Russian r Pvol ut ion, 
obl Lvious of the fact t hat Rusaia never bad a1r:1 democr atic trudi t ion 
in its whol e hist ory and was acC'Ust omed t o dict at or ial rule in a WtJ:¥ 
t hat is foreign t o t he sQirit of ev0 r y ~est er 1 countr-J . In par t, 
i t is t he product of t he capture of the cnchinery of democratic 
legislati on and adminlatr ~tion by the doml.nant economic power, 
known fo r short us plutocracy or "the int er~ata ." 

Dis content wi th democra cy as 1\ oper at es under condit lona 
of exnl oi t ,,tion by special int .,rest a ha.a juat ificut ion. Dut the 
not ion th~t the r emedy i s v iolence u.nd a c lvil w r bet ween classes 
is a counsel of de spair. If tile met hod of vi olence ·.nd civi l war 
be adont ed th0 ¥nd wil l be ei t her fascism, open and undi s~i sed, 
or the co~non r uin of both part ies t o t he s t ruggle. The democr a t i c 
~thod of social chan.,e is alow; i t l n.bora under many an,, ser ious 
handicaps imposed b t he undemocr at ic cho.racter of' what paaaea for 
democracy. But i t is the met hod of l ib,.ral1am, wl. th 1t a bel ief 
that l iber ty is the r:ieo.ns as well as t he goal a.n that only through 
the devel oym0 nt of individuals in their volunt,,.ry cooperat ion with 
one auot hPr <'t:.ll t ne ,•evelopr'lent of individual i ty be made ,ecur<> 
and enduring. 

I pas on t o lne other art icle of unbel lef. I do no t believe 

thut sci .. nce can snve rt!Wlkind. t do not bel i-,e t h..,. t t>al v,~t ion of !llllllkind 

l ies in t lie conqu"'r- t of .imowlPd~e . I hi1v" seen 1md ;1rm ha.ve seen tbE.. t 

a hl~ l evel of c ient ific development c1.1n be destroyed - a.a i n the 

c.,.se of , 0 r1~• - with brut ,.J.it y u.nd r .:i thlesaness . 

Thou.j1 f ul peo le , ..... ve bee,'Wl t J specl< ,i't!t-s ti Jningly ubou.t the 

.... dva.ncea of science. Science nao l engthened 11..-e. :But what do we do wi th 

our len&t hened l i ves • Science hua ma~e possibl e ;;re~t er ease in traveli11g. 

Where do we t ravel ? Science lua made possible eaaisr co'311\1Jli cati on between 

people .But what are we co·~1 .... t ing Science bua given me.n more 
that ower t Ia he uaing t hat power to 

power. :But what is he doi~ with l'ia pl 
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I went to Palestine in November 26, 1945 to attend the session of the 

World Zionist Executive and the Jewish Agen cy for Palestine. I was most 

warmly received everywhere. I visited the scenes of recent British military 

attacks at Givat Haim, She!ayim and Rishpon. I attended a great gathering 

in the Mograbi Theater in Tel Aviv on December 7th. I told the people; 

"This is only the first round of the struggle. Our fate will not be decided 

by Mr. Bevin, the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry or the White 

Paper, but by the Jews of Palestine and those who wish to join them." 

, 
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Page 1 - Paragraph 2 

The statement is made: "In 1940 a movement was started • • • II 

The records indicated that the movement arose earlier . At the fir st 

General Assembly in Detroit in 1933, a Committee on Financing of 

National and International Jewish Agencies presented as part of a 

general report, a reporton "Federation Program and Objectives" . 

It included the suggestion that the Council "create a National Board of 

Review to pass on the national agencies and their budgets for the local 

communities ••••• subject to the voluntary adherence of those F ederations 

which choose to accept it for their guidance" . This report in itself 

referred to previous suggestions along these lines -- and similar 

proposals were made from time to time thereafter until 1940. 

At the very beginning, it would be helpful to indicate briefly 

the expressed motivation and purpose of the proponents, so that the 

reader would understand both sides of the issue -- namely the convicti 

v o'f these persons and organizations that local communities in themselves 

were not in a position to judge the relative needs and services of national 

and overseas agencies{ ~orki.Rg long sietar:ces fx 0111 thelt cities) that 

factual reports alone w~e not sufficient; and that it would be helpful and 

desirable to obtain evaluations and r ecommendations from a national 

committee representative of the Federations and Welfare Funds that 

could examine and weigh the situation much more closely and intensivel y ; 

and that such a national, representative committee could operate objectively 

and fairly. 



• 

1 

Should it be clear that "Members of the Council" refers not alone 

to individuals bto community organizations - - since the 

composed of Federations rather than individuals? 

Page 1 - Paragraph 2 

Council is 

2. • 

R egarding the charge to the proposed National Budgeting Committee, 

✓ the precise language was: "to obtain complete data from all agencies, to 

evaluate the work of each agency, and to recommend to the communities 

comparative allocations to to the different agencies" . 

P age 1 - Paragraph 3 

With reference to the opposition expressed to the proposal, it 

would be clarifying to the r eader ~ J espite the position of the 

proponents that the recommendations to communities would be purely 

advisory and that each Federation and Welfare Fund would retain the 

power to determine its own allocations.~ opponents believed that the 

reconunendations would in themselves carry a great sense of authority 

and great weight, and that the actual effect would therefore be ·more 

than advisory. 

For the word "presumed'~ would "undertook" be more precise? 

V At the bottom of the page, was not the issue more than that. of a 

"small group", but rather also the composition of the group, as you 

indicate later? 



• 
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Page 2- Paragraph 2 

The wording -- "the matter of allocations offunds, over which 

the joint campaign had split, should be left in the future to a budgeting 

service of the Council" - - may be misconstrued. Rather, it was 

recommended that the proposed National Advisory Budgeting Service 

would apply to the JDC, UPA a n d NRS, as to other agencies, "to provide 

information and to serve as a gui<le to our member agencies in making 

their 1941 commitments" . The com:nunities were to await the recom-

mendations of such a body before completing their budgeting. But the 

UJA was then reconstituted, prior to the referendum, and this proposal 

was automatically removed. 

Page 2 - Paragraph 4 

The actual motion adopted by the Board reads somewhat differently, 

according to the record before me, namely-/ 11 That this Beard approves 

of the majority report to set up an advisory budget service as submitted 

to the meeting this afternoon; that it shall report that decision to the 

meeting of the Assembly tomorrow. The Assembly shall be informed 

that both the majority and the minority reports are to be submitted to 

the member agencies for a referendum vote, with an appropriate 

questionnaire, to be returned not later than April 1, 1941. " 

P age 3 - Paragraph 1 

No ref erence is made to the actual outcome of the referendum, 

[t/ ~ich wa, 141 affirmative vote, and 127 negative votes , with a nwnbe, 

of agencies not voting. Should this not be indicated for the record? 

3 • 



Page 3 - Paragraph 2 

Part of the opposition was based on the thesis that even if there 

were a national body generally accepted as democratic, the decision on 

allocations should still remain completely with each local community, 

without national budgetary advice. 

P age 3 - Paragraph 3 and Page 4 

I doubt whether the two quotations of William Shroder 1 s remarks 

fully characterize the man and his views . On a number of other occasions 

his remarks and his actions gave a different picture . In one quotation he 

was referring to the views of others -- a •id in the very next paragraph 

after the one you quoted, he says that this view has to be faced --

not necessarily accepted. Regarding the other quotation, it was at a 

meeting which I happened to attend, and he was speaking in the context 

of what he sensed as a mood of pessimism in the dark days of 1940 

about Jewish life gene rally, and particularly about the future here in 

America. H e was trying to counteract it. H e was an ardent worker in 

JDC and was certainly not anti-overseas, contrary to what the statement 

itself would appear to indicate. In short, both quotations may be subjected 

to question in general -- and specifically without citing the context of what 

preceded and followed the first , in order to explain it; and in the case of 

the second, without the full quotation, which included such qualifications 

as '! . . the needs being equal and the funds being insufficient ••• " etc . 



s. 

In the same statement he urged Federations to become more 

democratic, and to bring Jews from Eastern Europe into their organizations. 

(And when he presided at the final disposition of the subject in 1946, the 

opponents joined in acclaiming his handling of the debat~. ) 

On the subject as a whole , I am wondering whether the issue 

would not be drawn more clearly if the point were made that there was a very 

substantial difference of view withinand among Federations, as indicated 

by the referendum and by the subsequent action of the Council Board, 

rather than what appears to be between anti-Zionist and non-Zionist 

F ederations on the one hand, and Zionist masses on the other? Your own 

participation in the debate was in part at least as a member of the Council 

B oard of Directors and of the Council Committee . Henry Montor also was 

a member of the Council Committee, as were other Zionists . The 

differences were fought out and the vote was taken within the Federation 

movement, and not solely between the Federation movement and others . 

It would seem to me that this understanding is essential to the historical 

reckoning of what occurred. 

Page 3 - on the back 

There is a note with regard to Dr . Chaim Weizmann. Since the 

Council was not organized until the Fall of 1931, there must be some error 

in connection with this incident. In checking the records, I find that at the 

third General Assembly of the Council in 1935, there was a session on 

Palestine chaired by Morris Rothenber g and including a panel from the 

Executive of the Jewish Agency. Dr . Weizmann did address the General 

Assembly in 1940 in Detroit. 
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sincere work and well intentioned and directed towc!l'ds Qod and towards man. 

Man cannot wait and should not wait to do the thing3 which need to be done 

until he sees the road clearly ahead. Som~times be lllUSt act on faith, even when 

he does not knO'ff what lies ahead. Sometimes he must moTe forward through mist 

and fog. He must do what has to be done with the material and opportunities 

which are at hand, trusting that what he it sincerely s+,riVing to do v1ill prove 

to be within the pattern of the abiding deisign of human progress and God I s purpose. 

11?ours is not the duty to complete the task, neither are you free to 

desist from it. 11 11S hare your burden with God and He will sustain you. He will 

never suffer the righteous to be moved. 11 

Pessimism is a form of atheism, for it omits God from man•s calculations, 

and ignores the spirit of God that is in man. Man should continue to strive and 

aspire and build again and yet again upon the ruins of his many broken hopes and 

dreams. 

Men cannot see beyond the horizon of their own times. What lies ahead, no 

one knows. But Judaism constantly reminded man that beyond all horizons there 

is Ood. 

The stars and planets were there and all the moving constellations before 

man ever recognized them. In the dark imprisoned mind of the cave dweller in 

the dawn of time, there already lay impounded all the marvelous achievements of 

man that were to come, all that he could not see, nor grasp, nor un:ierstand -

all that he would have refused to believe - the inventions and discoveries, the 

power and the mastery, the worlds of music, song and poetry, philosophy and science. 

In the mind of the primitive cave dweller there was already contained, as in a 

seed, all the blossoming and flowering ciVilizations that were to cane, but he 

could not see the shape of things to come. He could not penetrate the curtains 

which enshrouded his Visible and empirical world. He would have been justified in 
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a total pessimism about the future of mankind far more than men of later genera­

tions . For these already had a long recorded past to contemplate , a past which , 

in spite of all its turns and windings , di.d lead mankind forward to amazing 

progress and brighter prospects . 

Judaism arlmonished men not to despair of the future , nor of their own strength, 

nor of mankind I s inexhaustible spiritual resources , nor of God I s cooperation . Loog 

and hard is the way , but ther e is a way , and there is a goal , and the faithful 

children of light will follow it and will not grow weary . 



(;/v /7.. - lf 3 

j~ I J- - l/ <..µ 

(,,,,_/ ) v - vo 
-



.jJJl/t, \le must never forget th-'l t the road of religion has never been easy i n the 

world, and certainJ.y not the road of Judaism. Judaism always had to struggle for 

survival. It had to struggle to make its message heard in the world; in ancient 

times against pe.ganism and idolatry, in mediev&l times against persecution and pro­

scription , and in modern times agaj_nst materialism, secularism and the allurements 

of apostasy. Judaism always made great demands upon i t s foll01rers, a s have all 

the great religions of mankind. The demands which Judaism made were not i n terms 

of spiritual excesses , of austerities or ascetism. "Thi s commandments which I 

command thee this day is not too difficult for thee." Its del!'.ands were in terms 

of struggll and saCJ'ifice for the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. T~ 

adherents of Judaism -..ere call! d upon to serve God "1fi th all their hearts, with all -
their souls and with all their might", with their whole nature, their entire sub-__, --
stance and their very lives . Judaism has always meant the accept:ince of nthe bur-

den of the Ki ngdCJll of God" . In a real sense it _!! a burden, but one which lifts 

all other burdens from the hUlll8.n soul. It is a burden which makes man free in t he 

glorious service of God, and redeems him from all other fonns of servitude . (i da­

ism is not an easy-going the sophy which offers us maximum p fu of mind wit a 

minimum of r eligious discip ine . Rather is it a call to ttle upon a l l t t is 

evil within us and upon al that is evil i n society. It iE" impos sible 

this ,r. thout the l ong t r a ail of the soul, wi tho stripes and wounds, 

at times , being despiee and reject ed of mea. But the faithful will n t hold their 

peace nor seek peace f themselves until ighteousness ngoeth forth s br ightness 

and as a burning tor ch.~ Judaism means not only self- discipl ine and social e!'fort, 

but also a l ife- long regimen of learning and teaching, of re!'leni:sh-iAg a,ia v1g111ent- _ 

~ ng cne I s !!ell !!p:tritu:a'.tl;y a1 d of t!"al'lm ttiRg the aecumul:ttt,ef°'a,rledge, •~rune._ 

and 1os1gbt-e- ot one•s ee¼f a1,d of one•e forebear! to the next gene1at;:l:en- Judaisn 

meane school and bane as well as synagogue and the building of the good society. 
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JUdaism is a complex of dut.jes, commandments and canoitments . It is a distinc­

tive pattern of life . It is quest aod sctjon . "AJJ :tl>.et the f.crd liath--M¼d-lre_ 

i- JJ.ill Eiew~ 

I am afraid that many of our people have t..t..l"l1ed to ~~udaisrn not for 

the maximum challenge which it offers, tut for the minimum demands which it makes -

minimum education, minimum worship , minimum observances , few renunciations and fewer 

commitments . Most everything seems to be optional. The opinion is widespread that 

~daism does net require of us e.,_ver to row against the tide. V!hatever is 

difficult may be abandoned . But convenience has never been the WAy of a conquer-

ing faith . Nor is it the way of spiritual growth nor yet of survival. A dynamic 

faith cannot be tucked away in a corner of one I s 11.fe. If one I s religion is inci-

dental , it is no religion at all. r4 ~ ~ ~( ~-\-~ ~ ~ 
I am afraid, too , that we have not made the synagogue centr.al j n our Jewish 

commw1lt.y life , which is today more secular than at any time i n Jewish history. 

The synagogue is on the peripher-✓, tolerated, at times even indulged, but the real 

diligent and exciting activity in our communal life has to do with charity and re­

lief which, in themselves , are undoubtedly noble and necessary activities , but which 

in Jewish life were always looked upon as derivatives from a deeper source , as 

spokes r adiating from a central hub llhich was always the synagogue and the religious 

school. 

In fact , the synagogue itself has become acentric . Even in our synagogues we 

have not made study, teaching and lt'Orship the central purposes . It is in a multi­

plicity of activities - recreational, secular and semi- philanthropic - that we look 

for a sense of accomplishment and success . Because we find ourselves hard- pressed 

and are worried a t the evidences of negligence and drift about us , we have resorted 

to many contrivances which will, however, not avail us in the l ong run. A whill of 

activities and numerous melodious trifles are no substitute for devout prayer, ear­

nest study and the consecrated teaching of Judaism for which the synagogue has al-
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ways existed. They alone were the lamps which burned in all our nights . 

Is it thRt we have been following the l ice of least resistance in every direc­

tion? If so6 then we are truly menaced from within. The external evidences of 

our organizational prosperity Vlhich h" ~ resulted largezy from the greatly in­

creased peaceful end prosperous Jewish population in the United States should not 

beguile us into hasty conclusions concerning the inners trengtb and soundness of 

American Judaism. We should read as danger signals the fact that onJy a minority 

of the JelfS of the United states are affiliated with the synagogue , that only a 

small minority of them are in attendance at worship in t.he synagogue and that an 

even smaller minority of these are educated Jews in the sense of being at home in 

the life and lore, the history and literat ure of their people . 

.. 7~ ... 
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AN ADDRESS 
by 

OR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Cleveland. Ohio 

,.. Jew•• w. may face the future with confideoc• because our people 

' in Amer ica are overwhelmingly loyal. They are not conscious aaaimilatloniata. 
.:....----- . 

'l1tey are not deliberately running away from their faith and people aa vaa th• 

caae with certain Jewries in the Old World, eapeclal ly ln the century before the 

World Ware/ Our people have defflOnatrated a ateady attachment and a most com­

mendable solidarity with their fellow Jew. in other land• durtng the aupreme 

misery of the recent decade• of collapse and disaster•• the blackeat of our 

mny nights. Their aoltcltude and generosity have been a source of reassurance 

to us and of amazement to the world. Our people have a lso built their COlll'l!Unal 

institutions wtth a lavish hand. They have been remarkably responsible to the 

needs of their COfflftlnlty life. And If the erection of many beautiful temples, 

synagogues and schools In our country ta an tndication of loyalty to the faith 

of our fathers, then we may be fully justified in our confidence for the future. 

We have good material to build vtth. 

We may also look confidently towards the future because American Jewish 

life ts evolving ln an environment which la more friendly to religion and not -unfriendly to reltgiou1 minorltiea. Religion la not proacrlbed on these ahores, 

- -- -the religionist la not disadvantaged and Judaism ls not under attack, aa in 

CO!lffl.lnlst landa. The world in vhlch ve live glvu every encouragement to religion 

and Juda lam ls free to develop and to expres1 itself. Government and people 

alike have profound respect for the aplritual forces in civilization, an attitude 

which la part of the essential pattern of their history. Judaism can thrive in 
- -

such an envlromient. 
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✓.,ogre,alv• Judaism - also look hopefully toward the future. because 

religious liberalism bas always been a powerful factor in the spiritual life 

of America and haa had a long and honored tradition. r It ls stl 11 a vital and 

vigorous force among important lf not dominant aectlons of our population. 

Progressive religion does not have to fight for its posltlon defenstvely on the 

American scene. Nor does progressive Judaism. 

But just as there are factors vhlch give ua ground for confidence in 

our future. there are factors which give ua ground for concern. The lmpresstve 

facade of American Jewish ltfe may be SOQleWhat deluding. The Temples and 

Synagogues are there but the worahippers are not. at least not in nutabera coia­

parable with the physical aaplttude of the edifices or comnensurate with the 

obllgatton of religious affiliation. We are busy bulldl~ synagogues and Temple• 

but we are too busy to 

habit of not attending -
attend them. Many of our people have gotten lnto the 

~,,...,P-r 
congregational service• Mft••Ply. The number of Jews 

who are attending servlcea regularly ls proportionately less-• and conatderably 

less than that of any other religious group on the Arnn'tcan scene. 

We a\tould build beauti ful Temples and Synagogues. It la fitting that 
- · 

we should worahip the t.ord in the beauty of holtnesa. and amidst the holinesa 

of beauty. Why should we dwell in housea of cedar and the ark of the t.ord remain 

ln a tent? But the beautiful structure• which we erect wtll not of themaelves 

insure the aurvlval of OUT faith. They may even beguile us into dangeroua aelf• 

delualons. It ls we who are the Teffll)le of our faith. or tta vhlted sepulcher. 

It ls we who are lts girders ard w~lls, lta archea and d0111ea. lta ayuibola and 

ornaments. It t s our loyalty whlch ls the replentahlng oll of lts Ner Tamid. 

The holy ark wtll forever reaialn empty and desolate tf the hearts of devout 

worshipper• vtll not abide therein. 
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Long ago, sage and Paalmist warned our people again.st the tree of 

many branches whose roots were few. They tau~h t us to look below the surface 

and regard the roots. In their seasoned wisdom they knew that the storms of 

the world do often sweep down in violent fury, upon men and institution.s 

and pluck them up and overthrow them lf their roots are few. They also taught 

us that we must take root dowt91ard, if ve are to bear fruit upward. 

How deep are our roots! Have we enough reserve of spiritual energy 

to wi thatand a prolonged crisla? Are we fast depleting the inventory which 

past agea ha•• accumulated! Have we taken stock of our powers of resiat.ance, 

not to affliction-• we have learned how to react to affliction -- but to the 

weakening influences of prolonged well-being and prosperity? Is it in the 
I\. 

second or third generation that the process of dfift and dissolution sets ln, 

and why? 

What were the strong and fll"III roots which enabled our faith and people 

to outride the many atorn-e of the past? Not every Jewish COIIIITIUnity was so 

successful but where it was, it was due to the fact that it had aunk deep roots 

in Jewish learning and study, ani what was learned was transmitted. The injunc­

tion which our forefathers observed throughout the ages was: "and thou shalt 

teach them diligently unto thy children, and thou shalt speak of them when 

thou sittest in thy house, when thou walkeat by the way, when thou lleat down, 

and when thou rlseat up." It was the unflaging cultivation of heart and 

mind in the rich unfolding of the Torah which insured survival for our people. 

These were the root• of our people's life-• not alone the Jwlsb 

scholar but the educated Jewish layman, the .. n for whoa the Bible and the 

later Jewish vritinga and the Hebrew language, which l• the very key to the 

casket of our literary treasures, were not a sealed book. Professor Schechter 

recorded what ta undoubtedly a cold historic fact when he declared that 
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Hellenistic Judalem was the only one known to hietoyY which dared to make the 
W ;-1,. I - J .,._,,,.,,; 

experiment of dispensing with the Sacred Language. The reaul t was death. It 
"' 

withered away and terminated in total and wholeeale apostasy from Judaism. 

Ia It well with ua on the acO?'e of Jewish learning? Are our Sunday 

School• producing a generation of truly educated Jewish men end women closely 

familiar wit~ the chronicle• of our glorious year• and the noble testament of 

their peoples• courage and aacrlficea? Are they at home in the literature which 

the great minds and pious hearts of Israel have produced? Have they enough pro• 

vision for the long jou1mey ahead-• or ta the food,which casne •ar,n to us from 

our fathers, now dry and mouldy? 

I have a feeling that we have been growing satisfied with a mint-, 

vtth aurfacu rather than with depths, or if not satisfied, then reconciled. 

There are those who consider even the mini111Ut11 aa excessive. U that la the 

case, then there la ground here for deep concern for the future of our fat th and 

the auntval of our people. 

It ta,my dear friends, the inadequacy of our training and our religious 

self-discipline which should give us serious concern even in the very midst of 

our gratifying growth and outward psosperlty which delight us all-• our 

inadequate teacher••• their Inadequate training-• the Inadequacy of the time 

aet aside for instruction-• and our own insufficient personal c0111111ttmenta even 

to those fftll disciplines which we have acknowledged to be valid and vital fO?' 

the survival of our faith. 

Heinrich Heine, in one of hla letters, writes that he once stood with 

a friend of hta before the Cathedral of An,tena. His friend asked ht• "HOV la 

it that we can no longer build such an impreaaive pile?" and he replied: 
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"Men ln those days had convictions. we moderns h ave opinions. and it required 

aomething more than an opinion to build a Gothic Cathedral." 

We IIIOdern Jews, have a good opinion about our Judal••• but not atrong 

enou8't convictions. We need a renewal of that maaaive religious earnestness 

vhlch gave tt to our anceatora their patent of nobility. It is not a 111atter 

of how much but hOllf earnestly. how tsardly. hOlf sacrificially! 

It ta upon the inwardness of Judaism. upon the intellectual quest 

of God through the time-honoured techniques of Jewish life, through leal'l\lng 

and study, through the disciplines of the devotional life, that we shall have 

to concentrate in the days to come. It la with these grave obllgatton• that 

we must confront ourselves. 

There la no longer any nourishing food for the coming generattona of 

Jewe in any program of rnlaion of surface custo1111 and practices. We are 

really down to the bone already. If, however, at the behest of a faith of 

boundless horizons. and of a tradition whtch gave prllllllcy to study and scholar• 

ahip, we reaolve to carry on. not catering to modernity, but seeking renewal, 

not reaching out for discarded paraphenalia, but for depth and iiwardnesa, 

we shal l , I am confident, be able to move into the inscrutable future, knowing 

that the jar of meal shall never be spent, neither shall the cruise of oil 

ever fail us. 

My friends, the future belongs to Judaism; Judai11111 ta the faith of 

tomorrow! Not lta forms and rituals•• these are important only for us so 

•• to dtaclplina and alert us for our covenanted taska and our appointed 

deatiny -• but ~ lta aptritual message and program •• a message and prograa 
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designed to suetatn and advance hu•n ltfe on earth. Judaism is a reasonable 

faith, responsive both t o 111&n•e tnatlncte and to hta asplrationa. It offers 

mankind a goepel of social progrese and lt aummone men to eocial action, to 

the butldtng of the good eoclety tn Justice, ln brotherhood, end In peace. 

It ts a fatth built not on salvattonlsm or resignation or asceticism. It has 

confidence tn man's inexhaustible spiritual resources. It teaches a boundless 

reverence for life and for all that contributes to ita noble fulfi l l111ent and 

enjoyment. 

All these are original ideas of Judaism and they are as valtd and 

vital In the Atomic A~e as they were In the days of the Patriarchs, the Propheta 

and the Sages. They are fr0111 everlasting to everlasting. 
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I AM HONORED TO BE T RECIPIENT OF THE LO S D. BRANDEIS 

A WARD. JUSTICE BRAN DEI ' NAME WILL FOREVE BE ASSOCIATED 

HE BROUGHT THE AUTH RITY OF A GREAT AME CAN NAME TO OUR 

MOVEMENT WHICH HE ED US TO REFUTE EFF CTIVELY THOSE WHO 

HE HIMSELF HAD DE LARED, WAS THROUGH MERICANISM. HIS PROUD 

JEWISH LOYALTY• IS STATESMANSHIP AN THE RARE SPIRITUAL 

QUALITIES OF HIS PERSONALITY INSPIRED A GENERATION OF AMERICAN 

JEWS, AND PRO PTED MANY TO JOIN O R RANKS. JUSTICE BRANDEIS 

WAS AN IDEAL T WHO UNDERSTOOD A SO WHAT HE CALLED " THE 

POLITICS OF '.ACTION". IN NUMEROU PRACTICAL WAYS WE WERE 

GUIDED B Y HE tWISDOM, JUDGME T AND INSIGHTS OF THIS GREAT 

JURIST, EAT AMERICAN AND G AT JEW. TO RECEIVE AN AWARD 

WHICH B ARS HIS NAME IS AN HO OR, INDEED. 

lrVE cgr ERR.ft TE ':POltlGH'f' 'f'ME !'I1" TEEN"PII AP,MIYE~:R't OF !HC 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. THE OCCASION BRINGS 

BACK MANY MEMORIES TO ME, ESPECIALLY OF TI-E DAYS OF STRUGGLE 

WHICH PRECEDED THE PROCLAMATION OF THE STATE, DAYS WHICH 

SHOULD BE REMEMBERED FOR THEY HAVE MUCH TO TEACH. I SHOULD 

LIKE TO SPEAK THIS EVENING PARTICULARLY OF THOSE DAYS, SINCE 

THE AME RICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL WHICH IS BESTOWING THIS HONOR 



IN THE LAST F IFTEF.N YEARS, THE YOUNG STATE WELCOMED OVER 

A ?YllLLlON SUCH IM.t,uGRANTS FRO}..-i ALL PARTS OF THE '.\ ORLD. ISRAEL, 

WHICH IS A S}..1ALL STATE, AS YOU \'/ELL KN0\ 1, EXERTED ITSELF TO THE 

UT,t...lOST TO ABSORB THESE NE'W CO?v1ERS, 1" OST OF THEM PENNILESS, 11.ANY 

OF THE .-.. WI THOUT SKILLS OR VOCATIONS, SOME -\GED AND INFI R1v4 , TO 

REBUILD THEIR L I VE::, AND TO INTEGRATE THEiw INTO THE ECONO}.._y OF 

THE PIONEERING CCU'tl!TRY. FR01~ ALL ACCOUNTS, AN INCOMPAR.A.oLY 

FINE JOB HAS BEEN DONE BY THE YOUNG ST \TE IN ~i E E TING THE £1':0R}..10US 

PROBLEW.S WITH V/HICH THIS IW.MlGRATION TAXED IT, THANKS TO THE 

IW!AGINATION, DEDICATION AND ENTERPRISE OF ITS LEADERS AND PEOPLE. 

ISRAEL HAS ACCOlv .. PLISHED SO MUCH, INCREDIBLY SO MUCH IN THESE 

F IFTEEN YEARS. BY ITS FAI THFUL ALLEGIANCE TO THE FREE WORLD, 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND I TS INSTITUTIONS 

OF lUGHER LEARNING, ITS ADVANCED SOCIAL LEGISLATION, THE AI D WHICH 

IT HAS EXTENDED TO LESS DEVELOPED NATIONS IN AFRICA AND ASIA , 

AND TH£ MAINTENANCE OF PEACE. lN THE FACE OF BOYCOTT, BLOCKADE 

AND THE CONTRIVANCES OF I TS UNRECONCILED NEIGHBORS, IT HAS RE­

VEALED TO THE WORLD THE GR) UNO-TONE OF I TS CHOSEN WAY OF LIFE, 

I TS FUNDAMENTAL P URPOSES AND OOWJNANT INTERESTS AS A NATION. 

ALL Tl-llS WlilCH IS IN SUCH FULL ACCORD WITH TIJE NOB LE T RADITIONS 

OF OUR PEOPLE HAS FILLED US WI TH INESTI MABLE PRIDE. IT HAS BEEN 

F OR US A RAR.ElfzIFT THAN THE GOL D WE GAVE TO MAKE I TS FOUNDATIONS 

ST RONG. OUR CHILDREN I-A VE RE - DISCOVERED THE P RIDE OF T HEI R 



• 
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NO FORMAL ACTION ON THE PART OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT HAS 

AS YET BEEN TAKEN, THOUGH SYMPATHY WITH THE ISRAELI POSITION HAS 

BEEN WIDELY EXPRESSED IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES. THIS INCIDENT ALSO 

LED TO THE RESIGNATION OF THE CHIEF OF THE ISRAELI SECURITY SERVICES, 

WHO APPARENTLY DIFFERS WITH PRIME MINISTER BEN-GURION ON THE 

GENERAL POLICY TOWARDS GERMANY. A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE KNESSET 

WAS CONVENED OVER THIS RESIGNATION DURING ITS PASSOVER RECESS, 

WHERE THE PRIME MINISTER WAS SUSTAINED. 

u..C( ~~ "-', , .. tc~ 
AN cATTEMPT WAf= PE/Zili.NTl..Y MADE/\TO rnITE THE ARAB WORLD, 

..e.~.t 
POL'A'!eALLY. PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS/'AILED. THE ARAB LEAGUE WHICH WAS 

FORMED IN 1945, AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, FAILED IN ITS EFFORTS 

tt, 
TO ACHIEVE COMMON ACTION AMONG,-ARAB STATES, DUE TO NATIONAL 

RIVALRIES Abdi OSii ijijff!S¾d AfID PERSONAL AND GROUP RIVALRIES. THE 

da: \J ~f;kl 
UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC, WHICH NASSER ESTABLISHED 0¥ A UrfO~J OF 

....J"'' EGYPT AND SYRIA IN 1958 FELL APART. IT LASTE~A LITTLE OVER THREE 

YEARS. NOW A NEW POLITICAL UNION -- A TRI-STATE FEDERATION -- BAS 

BEEN FORMED WHICH IS COMPOSED OF EGYPT, SYRIA AND IRAQ. IT WILL 

AGAIN BE CALLED THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC. HOW L CN G THIS FEDERATION 
'}--.,, 

WILL LAST NO ONE CAN FORTELL. THE INNER RIVALRIES AND PARTY STRIFE 

HAVE, OF COURSE, NOT BEEN ELIMINATED FROM AMONG THE SEVERAL ARAB 

STATES. WHETHER THE FEDERATION POSES A MORE SERIOUS THREAT TO 

ISRAEL THAN THESE STATES DID SEPARATELY, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY . 
• 

WILL THE FEDERATION INAUGURATE AN ERA OF STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST, OR AN ERA OF AGGRESSION AND MILITARY ADVENTURE __ THAT,TOO, 
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w •. 
CUr th1nk1n!I 1n the laat ono bun1red yoaro on the aubjects ot orr,ud.c ani 80Cial. 

ffOlut.ion bu 1-ea bued <ll t.lle dootr1ne ol natural oelection wrl t."lo survival o.t the 

t.ttteat. Gcq,et.1.tion-. the lc8y to life, and sum-.nl waa acb1ovod by oor.hlt. r..­

tun, was 0 red 1n tooth am claw." Soc1a1 philonop>dea incorporatod tbe• biolocic 

v1ars into their~ and .tound 1n thm jw,tit:Lcatkln ror 0Uitpetit1on and oonr.tiot 

betaaan •n and natiollB. Tbooo eoientU'ic notiona won, a1uo rl&l"Bballed to rational,.. 

1- wr and to juat.i1)' tho rutbleea econc,;,dc • ~:plo1at1on or men in inc1u8t17 llnd ol 

1-ckwni colon:i,Ql people, u well u tbe ir.stitution ol ala19rY. 

BelAtedl.f, ,cienr.,e haa begun to reat.1.1:f t bHe Vino am to ..pprwdDato in its 

,._trl, .t'.lndi~a t.he u-at reJ.iO,.ou.a dootrlnos tb.llt ooopw-at.10n rat.her 'tJ¥ID ~t1on 
' 18 the lar ot bier aum.wl, and that. lnevm lire u tundaz:le~ not a problm 1n 

eoonan:Soa but, a problca 1n h\llW\ relat1GNhips. l.'ftn 1n ti. an1p .. l world it bas bean 

d1accmared t.bl'lt "CO<>perat1'V9 be?aYicr u/_• t least .. ~ a .tam o.t int.8!-acticn 

u conpwtJ.tion.• .Arrh»J e linne in aasoointion have G"At.8?' protect.ion, 99curi:t,-

and a groat.er surviftl powntJ&l.. 

In hia 8tJ.mula~ book, IIQn Be1ng Hlllln", ~aoor Afl/hl.lq LffJntaeu vriteet 

U • oould eeek tor om word whioh c::1Nor1hee aoaiety 1-tt.c 
tlian ~ otlm', that word 1a ~~on. The important point 
to graap 1a that., oomnr., to beliant 0: tba ~tcr-
811"Y:t.ftl IDhoo1 O: thought, DAD dooa rot h- w to anat.e a ooop-
erat1w mood to:r h1:a•1.t to .-.ct 0'91" the tuta 6f Mi SllftlJt 
et.nY.1.nge to be otaendae. ta>t at anl ~ 1nptl-- to.rd 
cooperatiw beha'l'ior are ~•~fihi at birth, and aU 
ttJ8;r NqUire 1e oula•t.1on. ~d)t, 6 .au:;a .i? ffid!mae 
tbat. D1U118 born wi •iioit.1J.eai OZ" ....U,tt 1npo•J HI whiah mft 
be •11obed and M,o:4.pJ1'lld. Diaoipline or beldo 1..,a1 .. a, 
1Ddl1d., llMll•IU")', wt 1\ 1a tha d:19oip)1na 0L lol'9, ml or 
lru.utntion, 1rnicb tba;r require. -
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At times the truth shines so brilliantly that we perceive it as 

clear as day . Our nature and habit then draw a veU over our ~ rception, 

and we return to a darkness almost as dense ,i s be.fore . .. e "re like those 

who, though beholding frequent flashes of l ight,ning , still find 

themselves in the tlickest darkness of the night . On some the li6 htning 

flashes in rapid succession, and t ·,ey seem to be in continuous light , 

and their night is as clear as tl-ie day. This was the degree of prophetic 

excellence attained by (Moses) the greatest of prophets , t o whom God 

said , "But as for thee , stand t hou here b;. Me" (Deut. v 51) , and of 

whom it is writ ten "the si:in of his face shone, 11 etc . {Exod. xxxi v . 29) . 

(Some perceive the Jrophetic flash at long intervals ; this is the degree 

of most prophets . ) By others only once during the ,hole night is a 

flash of lightning perceived . This is the case ,vi th those of .•,horn we 

are in.formed , "They ,.>rophesied , ,,md did not prophesy again" (Num. xi . 25) . 

There are some to IVhom the flashes of lightning appear with varylng 

intervals ; others are in the condition of men, whose darkness is 

illumined not by lightning , but by some kind of crystal or similar stone , 

or other subs tances th, t pos sess the property of ~hining during the 

night; and to them even this small amount of li~ht is not continuous , 

but nov, it shines and now it vanlshes , as if it were "the flame of the 

r otating sword . 11 
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i ,' •t>.lio11 o • Ar>•Jricw1 li ."n ,111 ,, nvt·,i ill tho ,:,ul . ':rLn 

"io.lth • rhot-o 1 i ~o rn.':J cox ~ ,,.tv.tivoly :I. 

r ,i·!.l.i::atioH i o it tLO l"t H•' tl l i .fo h0.o boooi e .;o wuch. or • i..1 ol•.rncl 

r.;pr l.11· , f J.l , i.'Om1 r 11 tl10 b1•ov of i,l o roJ1J.oeo of J.0tcry . 

ut it o so uJ , 'ill ho UC\ !cl S 

poo ,ln ha.,;f) otoo<l t 1.o-i0 tht'"1 t ou P1l y o:1.rc , :3u:;; 1>ia:i.H, ntnt to a 

i'oll o~,n .. 1,, i n r i ,.,· ., -t;oo1l(!l\'la :1 

-
·ho, t :l. t h,-i.t :fl :u:1 , o ::rL • rro nha.11 

by Hin rill ,-utd hy Hi~ vj_oi tc.'l.iflllO tra..,Hifimirod . 1.'ri ro; .r.i·1 111."UO 

to our ,,ot i uy: ~;1,~.vno of c. ll'>s\tl,l ios v i oio 1, H".01-01 o o, C.::L 

(' 'JJ.11•,o, loot in tho oorl·y tra.ific of no. o c-.. 11,1 '.Lo1ulo.i , hootr-._;•Jo 

13.l.1:~o oi' C'ro<l "..; ttt . oi1; pro· .. llrrLo :11 ll.inutl b1c", " '•W<!t' lo•.: 111 , 

cruoifio 

}}l 11ntlor , iu onr hlootl. tho rl~i,h1 1 ot· o. ni·11ty riour· oJtd. ill our 



pootry and ron.,noo nnd tho rich mvor of li'rin:; \:hii:h tho very preaonoo of tho 
Yia1on within :you will oronte i'Or you". 

Thorein dooe the -..,iritual diffor i'rorn tho ~cioal. The phys1onl mat be 
O\'/ned or c oneutlOd to bo enj oyocl , but .. 11 need not. ofm or oon8Utl0 or real ize our i deal.a 
in ordor to enjoy them. .e enjoy tlia::i i n the queot , and struge;lo for them in our 
devoti on to th.oa. 

f in ot,hio...J. boo:; -:rittcn by n ,Trrl.Gh l:\Y9tS.c or tho elglitet?nth CMtury 
tolls n naive nnu cJal'lllin~ folk- t.tlle. Thora livod eome·<hero • l onoly and p•oua 
Je:1, poor M<'l forcotten by ctn, ·~toso o-ntiro poasooolon 1n lite •J:i one ainl:le 
t raot or th.cs ,;,oJn•d. I".e llAd no other bookB . Tr.e ptoua can spent nll hio dnyo 
readin;; nnd re- renni~ this one snored trnot , It fillod hi o entire l i i'c • i t 
boc:mo his ,ior ld . f':.e euar,:iod i t . he l ovcJ i t . lto tree.sure-.3 !:t,. ,hon h,l <l i od , 
ao runs thia tale, thi o precioun to~o of aacr od lol'd 7:'\3 tranai'omc,1 into a 
radinnt young t.l.!111\on of surpaoa1nc; livelil ooa , who l e1 t,hia faitht\tl. devotea to th.o 
Gf\tea or Pllrnilioe , Quaint . is it not., but~ proi'ou•dly tl'Uo! tn aitd.lar- ,7iao 
did Deatrl.oi> lead. Danto alo~ t ho tor-rnces ot heaven. For evoey hidt devotion, 
for ovor-; transi'iu"Urlng ,,,i:Jh., er hopo. or preyor-, an angel i s born unto us to be 
our !Wlistrant :irul ~inn. 

such io tho potonoy nnJ virtue ot i deals. 'l'h.e:y givo uo a 1:1_,q:t.e r atJ.lm 
of ooleotinl beauty in r.hioh to livo, ffon h ile these i denls t\re ~ throui;h 
tho tragio atage.!of denial and hustrat1on Jlich le~ to thoir ultimnte trana.t'icura­
tion. 

'21d ouch idenl s :i.ro within the renoh o!' a ll cen. Ole noed not. bo learned , 
Ol" hiehborn , <n opulent, to hnvo thol!l , '..'hey a ro more precious than gold - an 1 yet 
t he pnupor Cl.'\Y h.nv13 th.om i'or tl10 nal..-1"1 , Some men have v aat eatatea , but thoy 
are lost i n waste nn'! weod. others ha.ve a fe,7 aquare t~ i n front of their litt le 
hotle• • · but l ova rlMt& a f'lo-"or bed t.l\ere and a tree , ant1 behol d thore t a boe.uty 
t hero m d tho drenn of perfootion. 

ni.e oobblor at hie lathe may have tn 1denl or hic;l1 artiarutahip , rr. wlll 
aeo the <harm 01' hio rrork durin.; hla lii'otico. The day l aborer who ie oonaoioua or 
tho indisponaable charaotor at his l'/Ol'k, the r:iorohant l'lho i s taith.tul to his 
standards or aorvio., the Oct)loyer tho !\nils in his oi'f'ioe a ohall9n3e to unaeli'inh,, 
neaa, the pr oteesioMl 1:1.an l'ho roc!ll"tlo his calling ao a oonaooration, all of thera 
have n dNHU!)-':'IOrld ~hioll. ':411 outlive t.liem, but OJ'lj) "?l'hioh will abundantly bl esa 
tho?il t hroui;h.out. their l1£etimi,, 

These id-,fll.a nre n= r at hmd. You need not, nsoond motmtninc to find 
thorn. 'l'hey hnn t.10 ha'bttatlon. They are e-rerymoro . They aro not only near. thoy 
nre aoel.-in5 uo. Ile"lm, tho U,Yotic Poot or tho J.tiddl o Agea, wSwt ffClaimod : 
"I h~o aoU{;ht ~ MM"neso, wt th ~ Tti.olo heart hltve I oalled upon Thee, but hon 
I ,.,ent rorth to t-1.nd Thee, I fbund that Th.ou hadst beon soold.nc me" . 01r idenla 
al'8 IOf)k:lltg us. ~on your ~ a , lt is here, l n :your boce, ln the mltitUdtnoua aota 
of mut.U&l lOYo Md aaoritioe , i n tho e:ml:t.CHl np.rionoe r,t frierulehip, in ehop, 
storo nnd 01'.i'ioe, i n ~ur nnr ,11 unity, t n aoci A.J. -«k, in oivlc '10r k, 1n relit;i ous 
YlOl'k, in the humbleot and the hiehoct t.aak it is tJtero" . "Behold, I hc:vo set before ..,. 

t:J,,ee. th.is dny, IJ.fe am the Good, Denth ana the Evil. Choose thou ti.f'e ! 
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by t 1e repor 
cans-or·which more anon. 

It was no doubt in view or these marked at 
evident capacity or the Filipino:; to manage their o, 
esls that President \Vilson finally informed Congress tha 
the Filipinos hacl r ulfillc<l 1he required condition set before 
them. 

"Allow me to call your attention to the £act !he told ihe 
llouscs or Congress on D<--ccmlK'r 7. 1920) that the people 
of the Philippine Islands have succeeded in maintaining a 
stable government since the last action or the Congress in 
their behal£. and have thus fulfilled the condition ~et by the 
Congress as the precedent tu a consideration of granting inde­
pendence to the blands. l resJ>ectrully submit that this con­
dition precetlent having hccn fulfilled. it is now our liberty 
and our duty 10 keep our promise to the people of those 
J slancls. by granting 1hcm the indcJ>endcncc which they so 
honorably covet." 

lf the future of the Philippine hl;;mcls had been without 
n:1,.,ard to party fortunes in the United States such a recom­
mendation would undouhtedly ha,·e resulted in definite action. 
Hut a1101hcr politirnl party assumed power on 11arch of 
the following year and the t\;ew Republican President, Mr. 
Harding, almost immt•diately sent a commission of his own 
to the I 11ilippines there to make a study of the situation in 
order to inform the new administration. In this action is 
clear proof of the difficulties that attend the cfTorts of impar­
tial Americans to learn the exact state of affairs in the . . . 

\VS 
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ETHICS - BY GOt' OR MAI,? . 
An address delivered a ~ - i /11~8•""" 
Ann Ar bor, ~.1chigan , l.~vemberll , 954, 

I was asked to speak o , the subject ''Ethics - By God or Han?" As a 

RabJi in Israel , I shall try to give you the ansi.er of Judaism lo this quest­

ion , I hove no other, I 8111 also persuaded that when all is said nnd done , 

there is no other ans1o-er which any God- centered religion cen fivellf, 

There ll rosc i n Israel in ancient times , 1.i 'l smtll country which ..:as 

the c rossroads of great empires and c ulture s , a group of men \dlo h~d a 

unique and challenging message f or their people and f or :nankind. By it the 

:,orld c3111e to be profoundly ~git .qted · nd the spirit of man as quickened 

to new ~dventures in ftlth and social aspirations . 

These men , the prophets of Israel , were the f ounders of Judaism, I n 

l ater times and i n o ,.her settings , their besic ideas gave imp .lse and sub­

stance to Christianity •nd Islam. They projected :t ::ay of life f or men 

and nitions, which like some s rong gulf-stream, h os f lo~~ for centuries 

steadily and discernibly 1:hrough the gre11t waters of humanity, 

They ~:ere not specifically theologians , these men who fashioned Judaism, 

,.oii~he f -.ith .ihich they founded ever boas t of a systematic theology until 

the early Middle Ages , a thousand years after the f i nal canonization of t he 

books of the Bi ble, t wo thousand years after Moses. There w re many theologians 

and philosophers among the Jewish people , especially in l ater times , and s ome 

of these w-ere not wanting in great. speculative power, but Judaism i s .iot 

basod upon their theology or philosophy. These religious philosophers , in 
_Y7",,o p.-i, 

successive generqtions, employe~ atever philosophic thought wa s current 

in thei r day, f r om PlatoniSM to Existentialism, to defend or to corroborate ) 
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ETHICS - BY GOD OR MAN? 

An address delivered at ______ ___ 
Ann Arbor , Michigan , l~ovember 11, 19.54. 

I was asked t o speak on the subject ''Ethics - By God or Man?" As a 

Rabbi in Israel, I shall try to give you the answer of Judaism to this quest­

ion. I have no other . I lllll also persuaded that wen all is said and done , 

there is no other answer wich any God-centered religion can give•. 

There arose in Israel in ancient times , i n a small country ·,.hich -was 

the crossroads of great empires and cultures, a group of men who hAd a 

unique and challenging message f or their people and f or mankind . By it the 

world came to be profoundly qgitated end the spirit of man was quickened 

to new adventures in faith and social aspirations . 

These men, the prophets of Israel, were the f ounders of Judaism. In 

l ater times and i n other settings , their basic ideas gave imp llse and sub­

stance to Christianity and Islam. They projected a way of life f or men 

and nations, which like some s ~rong gulf- stream, has f lown for centuries 

st, adily and discernibly ~hrough the great waters of humanity . 

They were not specifically theologians , these men wbo fashioned Judaism, 

noii~he faith which they founded ever boast of a systematic theology until 

the early Middle Ages , a thousand years after the final canonization 0£ t he 

books of the Bible , two thousand years ai'ter Moses. There were many theologians 

and philosophers among the Jewish people, especially in later times , and some 

of these were not wanting i n great speculative power, but Judaism is not 

based upon their theology or philosophy. These religious philosophers, in 

successive generations , employed whatever philosophic thought was current 

1n their day, from Platonism to Existentialism, to defend or to corroborate 
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0n t he other hand, l ast ., e become self-righteous, .;.s the wivb.?lcinb ~rmies of 

the Allies are approaching the g~t es of ~•rlin, th~t ~e do n.:>t co~e to f eel t n~t we 

are uttlerlJ w thout guilt, that "e need oot atone for any o! our sins of t:• e ,>ast, 

it is im~ort&nt th~t in this ~reat hour on t he eve of victory, we ~embers of t he 

United Na tions, in utmo.:1 t umilit,Y of S,>irit , take stock ,t our sins, ;,f our lllist,.kes 

ar.d make our resolutions for tomor,·ow . Re, too, 1-..~v -,t .:,ned for J~n., of our mist kes 

Our sons who a re dying upcm the battlefields and t .e ruined cities of t he n-tions 

arounrl C rmany, t he misery aud suffering of multitudes of ~ll:llan bein~s , are in « 

tr ,y atonem nt for sins l"ihich we ourselves have co . ..:dtted . And our a tonement will 

not be co:npleta until we build J Just orld Qfter t ~is war . 

Destiny is bring us to the g£.t es of Berlin, mid t he hour of iesUny will 

1t&.i t f or us . But es tiny is also wtd. tng for us at t he ta. t ea of son.e nameless 

city s omewhere in the Bl~ck Sea toda. :-rhe re t1e leaders of t l: e three 1,;reat ni..tions 

are meet ing, &IJ'ld where t he future of the ;,:>rld is being det ermined . Unle.•s t hose 

leaders representing t heir people, unless the.)" cw. rise to the ch .. l l en.,:e of the 
0
reat 

hour, the hour or daatiny, unless t hey CM transcend t l:6.t which is !!:Jto.n nd s oall and 

petty and selfish, unless theJ can check t he ?la~ of i>()wer politi cs , unless t heJ c~ 

restrain the desire tor exter.ded boundaries e.nd unlesa t .,e.f will .. ,v t he vision 

before t 'iem of the inescap ... ble oper~tions of the 11or ... 1 law, t he militar;}' gi.ins 

at t he gates of Berl.in will r esult in nothing und t he world wi ll follow in t he 

shadow of another world war. 

The fall of t he Nazis will not be enough tUJd will not com;ensate t he r.orld 

f or the liquidation ... oc ruin of these years . It will not br ing a sense of rest .md 

peace wid security for people of t he earth . Only a new world order laid upon the 

fowxia t ions of Justice, of intenu,tionu.1 law, a social order gr ounded in obedi.;nce to 

God 
I
s eternal mor .l law - onl1 such a norld order rill e i ve ... en t hat w'1 ich tr e;y 11.re 

seeking :tu thut f or which t hey ,.uve sent t eir sons into brtttle •••.• 

" a o 
There is no esca,>tin., the 110ral law 1-1hether in lillcie or in 1945 . 
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around us, beoomi ne one tven as Thou art One. 

Our thouehts not be1ne at one , behold the d~rknesa of ig­

norance! Our desires not bein~ at one , nl na , the mazes of sin ! But 

Lord, our very agony i s Thy mercy . Thia we can eee through the mi s t s rind 

tears : that ll:no:vlede;e must be our de&t1ny or i gnornnce -;,rare not pain; 

rie;hteouaneas must be our destiny or sin were not angui sh. Thy oneness 

must be the i mage i n i7hich our souls are :?1.:ide, or ,.mrent werP. not ours 

when our thoughts and ihong~~ga f ail to have unity, f a i l to f 1t, to 

harmonize, to be at one . 

Respons ive Read1n53 r~om the sayin3s of the Fathers . 

Upon three t ~insa the ·1:orld i s based , 

Upon study, upon s ervi ce nnd upon kindliness. 

By three thin0a 1s t he world p:,:-0301vcd , 

By t ruth , by j uE t1ce and by ~Gace . 

Be not like those who aervc m~1ely for t he eake or pay; 

Dut be like thooe r1ho serve not mer•ely f or the sake or ray. 

· Lov e that h , th an ui torior '10ti ve rr!.11 not endure . 

Love to work; hate to do~ineer. 

Love peace, ~ureue peace ; 

Love thy fello\l crect uroe and briflG them near to God. 

TTith graciouanoas r ective tho~ ever y ~an . 

Desp1ce not any m'ln , curp not at n.'1y th1n0. 

Jud.{5e not another untll thou e.rt t:oir,o into hi s I'l o.cc . 

Jud1.:e every man 1n t he lii ht or h!s meri ts . 

Let t-he property of 11nothcr be· aa donr to thee au t hi ne own• 

Let t he honor of another be as dcor to theo no t ~ine O!m . 

I have f ound no~btoCfbbtt tcr ooer v1ce t han ,Silc.-noe . 

A fence to w1odom i s silence . 

Let "'1.Y house be a :nact1ng pl·, co for thEJ wise. 

Sit th6(,l., "' t thdl1i:.Jc-~t r.nrl drink 1n tl1eir -::ord,p t h1re1; (y, 
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Not l earning but dolng 1a the c~1ef th1n6 . 

He whose wisdom excocde hie works , to 'i7h·· t 1a ho 11ko? 

To a t r ee whose b r anches are many, but \711.oee roots nre f eTT ; 

And the wi nd comes and pluok:3 it ui, nnd overt.urn~ it . 

But he ·.1hose works exceed h1s 1Vledom, to vrhat i s he 11lro? 

To a t r ee whose branches are fe71 b•it 1;:1o~e roots a re m.:-.ny . 

Even 1! a J.l the winds 1n t he l'lorld come i:ind blow upon 1 t , 

I t oan not be sti rred from 1te place . 

TTho i s w1ee1 He who l earns fron a ll men . 

Who is mi ghty? He who aubdnes h1G own pnso1ons . 

)1ho i s rich? He who rejoices in hie portion . 

i7ho is honored? Ho who honoru o c.hors . 

Be not e!\o lly ml")ved to anger . 

Be exoeed!ngly of lo.vl y a ·•1ri t . 

Be humble or splz•it before :,11 man. 

Tr ust not i n t hyself until the da;✓ of thy dsath . 

Bet t er 1e one hour of repent~nce and good dee1s 1n th1s worl d . 

Than the whol e l i fe or tho •,,orld to come . 

Envy , Lust ancl ambition t l\\ca men out of exi stence . 

Do His Wi ll a s if i t we a thy Will ; 

That He may do thy ',7111 :.a i f i t we-re Hi n will. 

Be bold a s a leopard , 11eht no an e a0 le, fleet as a d oe and strong 
as a l i on . 

To do the will or Thy Fathel· '.iho 1·l la heaven . 

Acc ording to the labor , the re11:ird . 

Tef ill a h ( Va riable ) 

Union Pr ayer BQOk Vol.l pnee t,4 or P-'\aes 74 ~nd 76 

I • - ---

• 
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The ·rollowing i s orrereu as El substitute for use tither in Item 5even or 

I tem Eleven. 

Lord, confessing Thy holiness , we confes s o,·r frailty; oonfeasing 

our frailty, we ccnress 'l!l'-.y hol'lneoa . i-7i th hi:n of old we pro.y , 
11 suffer us not t o come i nto the po11er of temptation or or contempt " 

0 l ead us to withstand te:apt at1on i n its beginnings ,then alone temp­

tation is resistible, ere its filmy t hread beco~e an iron cha in , its 

spark a conflagration , i t2 trickle an inundation . Aga inst its first 

stirrinBS make us wary , like good sol d ier s conquering our roe ere ho 

assail.O give ue ao our shi eld and sword 1nlife ' s warfare the heart 

that is pure and the wi l l th~t 1s strong . Then wi ll our good 1nol1nation 

and not our evil one prevail and we shall, by Thy grace , be saved from 

t hat self contempt ',7hi ch i s our soul ' a moat devastating 111. 

Silent Devotion; Provisional Draft . 

Eternal Light, having glirapsed Thee onca , I must seek Thee forever . 

Athwar t the ruins of a t houoand hopes , throu5h deoolate negiona of 

failure and shame, acroos heavi:1~ oce 'lns of di scouragem~nt and an5uish, 
;-

o' er mountai ns of burdenao.ne ttil, throue;11. the fens and mar shes of 

temptation, even i nto the ds.rk c~verns of death, I can not otherwise, 

O my Father, I mus t oeek Thee , forever . 

Futile vows will I not make unto Theo, Tho11 Searcher of hearts . 

Fashioned int iniquity, ho11 can I V0,7 t o remain unsullied or i ni quity? 

Deeper than my good desires are ingrained my evil desi res . I am thoae ,. 

desired; from their fell clutch I cnn not alwaya be free. But t hi s I 

vow , 0 Strength Ineffable, thoue;11. I fall ten t housand times• I shall 

ten thousand times , arise e5a1u and Ully1elii1ng , r enew my st'IIP'g5le . 

• 
• 

..... 

. I ---
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All Pitying One , :thou seest , Thou knorrest ,Thou sharest my 

struggle. Beneat h tho t ho~ht of Thy compassion , my riven heart wins 

calm. "0 that my death mP.y bo :ny at 0no11ent" my f athers prayed and 

I atter them, pra1. 0 that, 1n eternity , my better self, unyoked 

of i ~s evil companion , may shine in thnt fla~less, st a inless , 

consumate rectitude fo r which, unto eternity, my soul doth pant e.nd 

yearn. Amen . 

Modim. 

Union Prayer Dook Vol.l pa3e 110 

Prayer for Peace . 

Union Prayer Book Vol.l page 110. 

Perhaps this substitute will he !'.cceptable : 

Grant us peaoe, not t he peace ~f sluggishness and torpor but 
' the peace of triumphant co:!lbat wi th our 1ncl1nat1ons, and bles s our 

country , O our Father . li:1.ke lt , not 1:1 boastfulness, but 1n truth t he 

l and of the f ree and t ~o home of the brave ; free from every sin and 

folly and so nobly brave thnt, facing every foe, our only ar mor may 

be guiltlessness , our only weapon love, our only s t r on5hol d Thou. Amen . 

Xl----Voluntary Pnayer . See ahee-t with ite11 seven. 

Xll ---s or1pturefi Reading Bsal~ 32 . Paa~ 51. 

Ezra Chap. 9 verses 5 to 15 

Nehemiah Chap. l verses 4 to 11 

Dani el Chap. 9 verses4 to~l9 

Xlll Hymns. 

• .. 
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Uy soul , ba on thy guard; 
Ten thousand foes arise; 
The hos ts of sin are pro~sing hard 
To dra.,7 thee frol'!I the sk1ea . 

0 watch , and f15'1tt and pray ; 
The battle ne ' er give o' er 
Rene,, 1 t boldly ever y day 
And help divine impl ore . 

Ne ' er think the victory won , 
Nor to t hy r est sit doml ; 
Thin~ arduous t nsk will not be done . 
Ti ll t hou obto.1:-i t he cro1·m . 

Fi ght on , my soul, till doath 
Shall bring thoe to t ~y Ood; 
He ' 11 t e.ko thee, at t hy p:i.rting breath, 
To his divine e.b~de . 

X1V. ---$er:non , 

' . . 

Geor6e Heath. 

' • 
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Adoration . , ' 

Union Prayer Book Volume I page 58 

The folloYring substitute is offered: 

• 

O Lord, Our Godt "The heavens and the heavens or heavens 

oan not contain Thee "; how much the l ess the hearts of us, '.l'by frail 

ohildren. 11 Thine are the orbs or light and shade" . Thine are the heights 

and depths of space. The ages past and the ages to come are Thine and 

only Thine. Thou art present in the glittering stare that spangle the 

heavens at ni0ht; and in t ho winds that breathe through the treetops ia 

Thy blessed voice to be heard. Every dewdrop every grass blade, and the 

soul or every living thing gloweth ,11th Thy presence . 7le are powerless 

to find ,1ords of our own. i7e can but exclaim i n the rapturous word of one 

who adored Thee in ages past: 11 Thou art God rro'Il everlasting to everlast­

ing• II 

0 Heavenly King of Kings t Not even 

look upon the fullness of Thy glory. And 

t he angels are 
..,... --

we who are but 

pure enough to 

dust and ashes 

we 11hose days pass away like a shadoi7, ,1e whose 31ears on earth are but a 

bri ef glimmer i n the night-- what can we say i n Thy presence? In 

breathl ess adora tion,our souls sink prostrate before Thine Almighty 

throne . Lord, Lord, we borr t he head and bend the knee and magnify Thee, 

0 kings of Kings , 0 holy One, 0 ever Blessed. 

Va-a-naoh-nu-kore-im um1shtachav1m umod1m 11fne Melech Maleohe 

Hammelochim hakodosk Boruch Hu. 

XVI May the Word~ Union Prayer Book Voll page 18 

XVlI Introduction to K.'lddish . Union Prayer Book Vol. I. pages 
59 , 125, 197, 273 -

XVIII Kaddish. Union Prayer Book Vol. I page 60 

- -
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"I oan r emember, as a child, and I would not be surprised i f some 

of you might recall - I can remember my own mother - her blessed momocy -

when the crocsroads of life se8lll to come upon her - when the worries and 

trials of life seemed to become too t:lany for her - that she '\"Tould turn to 

her faded old book of Psalms - to the book of Tehilli.rf\- and in her quiet, 

sweet and subduad wice, the unfor gettable music of the soul, she would 

pour out her soul to the listening ear of God and then r ise, as if r efreshed, 

as if a load bad been lifted, as if something rare and precious had been 

camnunicated to her in responseJ and the dark ways became lieht again. 

This is the value of prayer, roally, when you cor.ie to think of i t. Prayer 

allays pain and amd.ety. Restores confidence and tranquility to a bewildered 

and harassed mind and spirit because i t offers man an opportunity to com­

municate. 

"Make your prayer unto Him and Ile will hear you ••• and 
light will shine upon your ways." 

Excerpt from #17. 
1. 27. 6'7. 
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L ord, f.'t''.'.:1t u':-i1 L'. chL:.r11 ;1.ltu t~'lJ t 1 1 Thee .":lh'.l t t'.-:e day ',1 111 
• 

brlng forht ·,e ;-tile;:- n_'.'.>t . Futilc ~,11l{e .:.i ro our hcp AS bond fe tll'a . 

~7e c,.,,n 1:>o aure o~_,.. T"lce :1lone ♦-"c rr,: t, 1n Thoe , O J:'o.thc r, c.nd resting 
,, I 

i n Tl-\ee , our atop / 1 s f i:r.n , O'..ll" jl'~.':- Hec•.irc ! 
' 1' 

tr.ic!'l'\ Yi-sr ool -\dO' ?j, r,;1o>ienu Aclonoy Ecbc,d . 
? o;•uc h ,':;hc'.!1 KEV')! .T =i l ·h•t:3 0 Le- olo::l Vo- ed . 

l. Ve -'oha:)to) 
I 

?erh.?.vo the fDllo ,>,'1;1v ,1111 s er ve 1r,Gtead : 

Eternal. ;-/hr/ii.rt cne , the ur6 1:; of Thy l)e1ni:; ,1orket'1. within 

o ·r bei:1£5 'the f"bit,iilon s.lso to oec ·)rne one • Ee.o~ of ua. in his 
• t / ,\ 

fl nt ·.ude , l e e. di s ~rctant niany . !mpcrls~•.'ole hope ! vJe. sh, 11 yet . 
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• 
THE UNIEFEATED OPTIMISM OF OUR FAITH 

The Temple, March 7, 1943 

There is a Midrash which says that there ",are ten Psalms recorded in 

the Bible which were sung by Israel in the course of its history -- in the 

midst of crisis, or after the crisis -- ten songs of faith . The first was 

sung when the Children of Israel w-ere freed from Egypt. The second wa.s the 

song of triumph by the Red Sea. The third, when in the wilderness , when the 

well suddenly appeared and provided water . The fourth was the song which 

Moses sang before his death . The fifth was sung by Joshua after his victory 

over the five Amorite kings . The sixth was the song of Deborah and Barak 

which they sang when the Children of Israel conquered Sisera. The seventh 

was the Psalm of David when he was delivered out of the hands of his enemies . 

The eighth was the song of Solomon sung at the dedication of the Temple . 

The ninth was the song of J ehoshaphat , king, as he went to ba~tle against 

the Moabites and Ammonites . The tenth is the grand and mighty Psalm which 

the children of Israel sang and will sing to the end of days at their f uture 

f i nal and everlasting deliverance . 

It is a very beautiful and significant Midrash . You will see that the 

Midrash calls attention not to one crisis in Jewish history, but to many. 

For the history of Israel was a history of crises . From all of them, Israel 

emerged triumphant a.:d singing, and at the very end t here will be a st ong of 

of everlasting deliverance . This Midrash is but one of many nigh numberless 

testimonials which we find in our sacred literature and in our history of 

the undefeated optimism of our faith and of our people . And in every trial, 

and in every severe national tribulation there was manifest indelibly the 

remarkable unshakable confidence in the final outcome, in the triumph of 

the right of national survival . 

I read this morning the famous chapter from the Book of Jeremiah , 

written just oefore the first exile -- before the destruction of the First 
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There is a L!idrash which says that t here ·,,ere ten Psalms recorded in the 

Bible ·.1hich were sunJ by I srael in the course of its history - in the midst of 

crisis, or after the crisis - ten songs of faith . The first was sung r1hen the 

Children of Israel were f r eed frora Egypt . The second was the song of triumph by 

the Red Sea. The third , rm.ea in the ·;:ilderness, w:ien the well suddenly appeared 

and provided v,c.ter . The fourth was th~ song whic'il Uoses sang before his death . The 

fifth was sung by Joshua after his victory over t.ie five Amorite k.inJ s . The sixth 

was the song of Deborah ahd &.rak which ther sang 1,hen the Children of Israel 

conquered Sisera. The seventh l7as the Psalm of David when he 1w.s delivered out 

of the hands of his enemies . The eighth ~as the song of Solomon sung at the 

dedication of the Temple . The ninth r.as t:.e song of Jehoshaphat, J • Jr as he .1ent 

to battle against the 1.'.oabites and Ammonites . The tenth is the gr and and mighty 

Psalm v1hich the Children of Israel san6 and will sing to the end of days at t'1eir 

future final and everlasting deliver~nce. 
I 

It is a veg- beautiful and significant ~lidrash . You ai:11 eee that 1he r:tidrash 

calls attention not to one crisis i.11 Jewish history , but to many. F-or the history 

of Israel 11as a histor y of crises . Froll all of them, Israel emer ged triumphant and ,. 

singing , and at the very end there «ill be a song or everlasting deliverance . This 

Midrash is but one of many of nigh numberless testii:lonials which we find in our 

sacred literature and in our history of t he undefe~ted optimism of our faith and of -our people . ,W. ~ every trial, and in every severe national tribulation there 
~ 

was manifest i m:lel;; "t the remarkable unshakable 
,._,., , ;; 

triumph of the right tJt national surviva l . 
/ . 

/,J 

confidence~he f inal outcome, in the 

~ 
I read this morning 1lae f amous chapter fro::i the Book of J eremiah, Nr itten 

just before the first exile - before the destruction of the First Temple . Disaster 

1ras in the offing . Tl» 11:l!bJ sf Jerus ... lem was besieged . The plilht of t :ie city 
~ .. 

·,:i.s hopeless, - about to f all. The leaders of the people were about to be led away 

in c:i.ains to Babylon . The sa:actuar; of the Lord 7;as about to be put in the fire 

-------- - - - - 1 • -- ... , ~ 

' 
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At that moment, a moment of dread anticipation, of L~pendin3 tragedy, the prophet, 

J P t la, says to his people : "Yet l!.sain there shall be heard in t his place whe::-eof 

ye say: It is waste , w.ithout w,.n or bee.st, even in the cities of Judah and in the 

streets of Jerusalem, that ar e desolate - the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, 

the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of ti,e bride . " The prophet, Jeremia.'1, 

was commanded b, the Lord to buy a piece of 121'.d in .a.- country which was soon to 

' be con.:tuer ed by t he Baby-Joni,ms a:id have the deed signed and sealed and put e.7'.ay 

in an earthen vessel t hat it may last many da:,,s as 11 confident symbol that "Houses 

nnd fields and vineya.rds shall yet a.gain .;e bought in this land ." Optimism in the 

fa..:e f doom. 

Whence does t his optimism spring? lt spr:..ng from the people's unshaken faith . 

inajwb e1 - the people had sinned . The people he.d provoked God . God had 

punished them severely , broken their n~tional pride, cast them out in exile . But if 

a sin can bring on punishment, repentance can crL~g on for giveness and rest itution, 

'eees•wa t here is a just God OM ,j,le leaks l,lu 9\lgh a just U!W of providence and • 
retribution~ 

So Jeremiah passed through t he _people speakin§; in the name of God : "Like 

as I h:i.ve brou.;ht a ll t his great evil upon this people, so 1vill I bring upon them 

all the good tht.t I have promised them . 11 

ir.any centuries later, when t he Second Temple r:as destroyed, and uJain Jerusa lem 
I- ,. ~ 

was laid waste,"\ the masses o£ tilt J _ cpl~ ,~ere led ar:ay as I pM.,.& slaves to work 
- ,.. ~ I' 

in the salt mines, it seemed that I srael was forever lost , comple t ely destroyed . , 
ilt -tna t _time/at that dire' moment of n..i.ti,ne.l cal.8.lllity, the great Rabbi 1vho lived 

at thut time , Jochana.n ben ~ai founded a little school, mi academy.,. a4; tae llel'y 
N • 

t ime of the des·wlUc t:tou of t he- country • ..t the defe"'t oiv air p1 mle, Rabbi Jochanan 
r , I 

ban Ze.kkai established a new school. ,inat wa& ;: 7 lt,r destr oyed? A building) & 
r -

groo!) of--~ , bfumy cities , / e.n army L. _E»t Israel was more t han tha t . Israel 

- _,_ _ 
I ......, 
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\'1as a people . It l.ad tu a us .. an idea . I srael tbroaiek j ~a-.long ma, ••Y-had al,51andy 

expressed i tself in spiritua'l. po·:;e7 in Torah, in a code of life, in a complex .• 
J" ~ u .l f I..."' 

of i dea,~, I srael had ai2'11ay projected the vision of a spiritual Just I h . Zion 

and the Holy of Holies were no,1 r eally in t he hearts and ll'.inds of th e faithful . 

c/.t Rabbi Eliezer , Rabbi Joshua and Rabbi A4iba, disciples of Jochanan ben Zakkai 

sa1-; the rt:ins. a;aa Rabbi Eliezer ~ .t1.a:1bi Joshua broke out into weeping and r ent 

their garments . ht Rabbi Akiba l..,.ughed . -..el. t:ie-; turned to him:ae•i=-a,;iwalo.:· 

... , . ,, "'" / ,_,1~ n 
;,hy do you laugh? 17hy do you weep, they •:1er~ asked by A1CJP.ba? ~ ,w said, 11:>ehold,, 1 i-c 

7 
t,c; c> ,, 

\ \ 

the sanctuary of t he Lord, the Holy of Holies t Behold wi ld beas.ts no,1 ;,r077l 

about it . The Temple is destroyed . Our people are in exile . The enemies have 

triumphed . 
' cl• • .. \ ~.( 1 1' ~ 

Rabbi Akiba turned to the;o and said : r,ay &J.• lei i c L-a f;;J P IJ 3 w nt 
• ,. f l l 

~ the~.;:u:.ophecyof t.sicah..who bad s ~jd : " Therefore shall Zion because of you be plo:;ed 

as a field and J erusalem shall become heaps and the mount of the Temple as a r uined 

f orest . " And so will the other prophecy be fulfilled ; "I shall r eturn unto 

Zion, i.nd will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. There shall yet old men and old 

women sit in the br oad places of Jerusalem and the br oad places of Jer usalem shall 

be full of boys and girls playing there . 11 If t ae e...rli e r prophecy had not been 

fulfilled s a Jg this latter prophecy of redem?tion ~ be fulfilled . 
• 

Tiley said to 
~• , ' y ,lO<.. , ' • 

P!1!i.ea: Thou hast comfor'bed us , O, Akiba, Thou hast co.:.!'orted us ! • .., J .. 

As you notice , this optimism of our people wa.3 not the r esult of lltl!Y 

easy- going live~ ~f a pleasant , unt roubled existence , ~ Qt of disaster , suffering 

and exile , it rose t riumphantly to pr oclaim i ts UI1bro'ken f aith in tomorrow . 

The life of our people was never a c~lm and placi d one ,a11 •s tire~ It was 

always 
J C t 

a lif e of s17ords , conflict, strain. The v '1:- • ~, Israel, r;as given to our 

F""ther, Jacob, because he wrestled with angels and ,;ith men, and .t.,. &i 

Dl:.r nati onal existence beg~ in slavi?ry and revolution. 1:e r eached the 

• 
pr otlised land after forty years of wander ing in the desert/I aaa~ ancestors bad 

' --·-:-------- ,..: .. ~--~ r . 
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( to fight for every foot of soil in .t'alestipe before they could settle there. The ;,eriod 

of t he Judges were the battle-<iays of our early history in P~lestine . Spirit ually 
• 

rie fought against against the entire world in for nearly fifteen 

centuri es - against the paganism of the C,.naanites , the Eg-~ptians, Babylonians , 

the Greeks and the Romans . The whol e 11orld was idolatrous . .W Cone little people 

alone ,-t.tbb.cc.1'&...l~·ic-ltl;;lttilllla~o"l!p"o~tsr-.•t•i•wiwieea resisted he empires 11hich waged v1ar on Israel, 
I -----.._ -

from t he days of Assyria to (!_he days of the Third Reich"llliMtl wer e t he most po.?er ful 

empires in the world. 

"~ I9as1J weremver relaxed l '.':e ,·;ere e.l•.mys braced against alien foes and 
..,,, t>:n .. , r _ .. 

alien influences . Frequently our peopl e w~ defeated aJllii ·:so1111 a,ci led, 'l:bs7 I 

f ~er t) i' ta I J s ll the fury and hatred of rulers and mobs f-r<>m"'Pbm aoh bV !Joi. t..ler. ,, 
. --
~ -to have remained full of hope and faith in the future, after so many 

centuries of strife and frustration and suffering is a ~ es t t r ibute t o the soul 

of the Race , and points u,1i11:i:c I I 1 1 t t o deep springs 'llhence th:it soul dr aws its 

sustaining strength. 

~'hat were t hose strengths ? .StN1?9ti, af°Ideas , certa in beliefs . I n the 

• .. , r t ~ t :I;;' t · . first place it had to d a ?Si tb t he belief o.i'~r God,. a.111!i: ~ ~i10iz .iuf : , neir 

successive defeats of :tbil eges our people oJwn!)lls beheld :tn the triumph of their 
°i "4 'l 

just G~ Glnd. in tlM rescue, His mercy an1 everl.Hsting goodness. It was God who 

-explained for them the tangled web of their s t r ange car eer and checkered experiences . 

They cwne to believe t hat t hey wer e singled out f or great re~ards and great punishl!lent 

because God had singled them out for a great desti..-iy ! •r • 

Their suffering had one of two origins . Ei th.er they had sinned against 

t he moral law and must atone for i t, or they, being God's chosen servants , must a tone 
♦J ::. ~ A I "'t '-'- r ft ' ,. 

by their suffering for the sins of the world . 1-,. There r,•as hope,. /Joa. the one hand hope 

.,,, . " ' in r epenta.n~y- hope in t he redemption of t he norld . ( ,~ ' "' 
Neither yields to despair. ,.. 

Both ennoble . A sinner wbox is av:t..re of bis sin, is also aware of God against \'ihom 

---. ,..; .,,. .... ,.., ...,.,,.,, .,....( · ,, . 
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he has sinned" A man who knows th ... t he is off t.me cc.n recapture i'ha lk.rmony, ~ 

hrs': h r v of his life . So that our people I s f aith in God , even when t hey 

.. ... 

- .., ,....... tN .. 1 )1 f' r.. r._ k't: \-,.. ~ \l f1 

themselves not t o be r iahteous 1vaw ~a,.a»thnlos11 sustained h;jr tbe1: fpjtb ;;j n 0 , % ,,.. 
a ~w l, 8od . "Art Thou not God from everla sting, my holy God? There t'e will never die." (H. .:. ~j 

This concept of suffering for t he sins of t he world - that is, for an 

I',. 0 .J • "' "' 
ideaJ. - - t;t;l~tdliliiliiilartl, gave a note of gr andeur to J e,.-:ish life in its darkest hour. 

There wa s norld signficance1 'ii gre.:.:t cosmic drama \/<,.S be ·_ng enacted en ~Lo e~to!fe 

of t a.h .. a ••'16ldi,,, and they were the central figures in t:ia t drama . They were helping 

to f ashion a new world, as God willed those ne-.. ,:or lds t o come about . They -.-,ere 

helping to perfect a new world . They .. e r e the s u.--u:ioned ones, to help in t hat 
1 , f ...,. 

cosmic cause . Tba6r ware t he leaqers, the ::iioneers in T.h:.t s piritual work. -.neirs 
I I 

1vas a crov;n of t h orns . As the IMur of destiny was zzi:AlJ f ashioning tb 11e nev: 

worlds, Israel \7as t.rie Anvil which bore the str okes of t he hamme~., Suffering f or a 

cause , was a Badge of Honor. There.for e t:.e prophet ·11as able to say to his pe_ople: 

"The p;?ople t hat walk in darkness see gr eat light . " 1..," # ,,..,, 

wt ~ven the other kind of suffer ing - per sonal suffer ing for ,iersonal 

, 

I 
deficiencies and mor a l inadequacies -- even that Jq,nd of suffering purif~ a 

man, ,AJi,,J.f lift him to ne11 levels of insiJht and symp.t:iy. There i s a very challengi ng 
. l...~ <L\..) 

phrase in the Bible; "lAoses was clos e to d .... rkness :·:hen he s ought God. 11 ~ <af ten 

it is in t he darkness of our lives, in our misery and in our defea t tru.t we discover 

- Ill 
Gcd . .ie .!Lt is t hi,, , 

,., ~ ~ 

confidence in God& in his noble r.ri.nistry of s uffering wherein 

~1s t he undef eated optimism of our people . 
I •~ 

There is one other thought I would like to l eave . ~ believed , because 

t heir religion t>aught t hem to believe , in t he perfec t i'llility of t he world . ~t -c:1-..; • " • 
tbe. t; bit• we•ili f erfe-:t. There i s evil in t he v:or~ grea t I iil . Judaism was 

""- ':; OA 
never a Pollyana religion. Judaism faced aJ J the, b Pi l; tss-in l,f\& :norld and sav1 ,. fib 

,. { 

-.l 

u L.e P4 •,::, 
-t'ien1 &w n'aa.t th a~r wig~-- war and poverty, exploit ation; lust and h t 
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~c~l~d~sie!3•••t••t•s--iit. ~ were re~lities, but they were capable of being over-come 

and man has it within himself to over-come them . -. 
• /r I J /) '\ ) ..... -' 

The ,end of all creation is Good . All that the Lord has created, he created 

for the ultimate good . 
,~,.(, i. 

ul time. tely .tQ chaos an:i 

man may di1ell upon it . 

. ' ' 
ibW world r:as not created that j,t should._ run do;·m ~, 
_,, 'u, 

anarchy . '-'.flq created it out of cnaos . He formed it t hat 
I\ 

' There is a Golri.en Age coming . '- ~ • ' 

Our Religion is a Messianic -'¼ligion , a religion th~t believed in nqbler, 

finer, juster, more peaceful world • ... i:en :-:.::.rs ,,ill coase wJd poverty 1·1111 be abolisi:ed, 

r.here every man will someday sit under his v'.J.De c:nd fig tree and kno,: w:.r no more . 

But .lit is within the po-Ner ;l; of man to h.:.sten th.,. t de.; ciP to retard ~ 

~e&ore our-prwpl a eailiiev:lhe evil of t he ,:orld should not d iscourage ~ ~ 1\/ 

+·nm- It should challenge them to work for the golden day which is yet to co;::e . 

The l'IOrld cwi be made perfect and men c:.;.n help to m:..ke it so . 

Tne g..aa.t pessimistic philosopher, Schopenru:.uer, was quitecorrect when he 

declared t hu t "Optimism is as irreconciu;;blf? with Christianity as it 1s with 

Buddhism and Brahmanism. The fundanental characteristics of Judaism are optimism ,, 
and r ealism. 

Lly dear !'rierrls, our people tod ... y face another crisis - ,irhaps their greatest . , 
in history , t he crisis of mass expls~~s~ion, the crisis of ext rmin~tion. This is 

t he time to draw consciously and deliberately upon the undefeated optimism of our 

I r,I_ 
people , based upon confidence a.ae. a just God, based upon the conception of the 

noble minist r y of suffering, and based upon faith in the perfectibilit y of human 

society. The world is suffering for its sins. It is atoning for its sins . Go:l. 7:ill 

acce,Jt t!le a tonement . Even as He ru...s smitten , so ;,;ill lie forgi ve . That is the. J.t.17 ,,.,rln n 1n 

ef the history of our people . r:en and nations .. re suffering today. Isro.el is 

suffering tc:3· :r more than any one . Tha t bas been our t r agic noble pr ivilege t.l-irough 

t he ages . r;e a r e again the anvils upon which history is being fashioned . Out of this 

evil, out of the evils of our d,ay, out of t he bitter conflict of our world , a 
f 1' . ,"' ., C - , > · t 

and better day will come . ~Men wii.77 ree ch bi gber levels of oei;i:e-.:~on . 1 ~ 1. 
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