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ABBA HILLEL SILVER, 

In rapid succession, out o: the travail of the a.r, came the Balfour 

Declaration, the San Remo Decisio, t e Palestine and.ate, the international 

approval o: Palestine as the Je•is Homeland , the hearty endorseoent of the 

Je ish Homeland by our own government. In rapid succession c e the risi. 

tide of chalutzim, the inrua.1 o~ thous ds of Jes to Palestine; ne settle­

ments; ne colonies; ne homes; ne sc ools, ne industries; ne centers of 

life d thought; a ne He re : University; a ne· throbbing, pulsating, joyous, 

creative life in Palestine. 

And Je ish intelligence could not loni brook an intransigent doctrinary 

attitude of indifference and hostility to sucn an heroic renascence movement. It 

could not; it did not. There e.s too :nuc of h_...., __ .orth in h t as going on in 

P lestine. ~nere s too much of Je ish pr ise in it. There s too much of 

Je ish honor at stake . .And so one by one the n-Zionists began to reach out a 

helping hand. First came those o were nearest to the center of Je is life, 

the .arsl lls nd the Warburgs ho me and understood. Then came many o: those 

,·ho ere on t e periphery. It as a slo , deliber te, steady ut sure process of 

intellectual re djustment, if you ill. Self,re-education, if you ill. 

Time and events and the lo ic of tie and the logic of new conditions, 

created the ne1 attitude hich received its consummation in the formation of the 

Je ish ency and its heroics bolic expression at the Zurich Conference. I as 

privileged to be there. There as somet ing of an unprecedented quality about 

that Conference, sometling of vast scope and mooent, something of august solemnity 

and of dr at ic intensity there. T'ne princes of Israel ere assembled there -

the scientist, the poet, tle rtist, the inancier, the industri list, the savant, 

t ' er 'ii>i, t e or in n, men ho ere le der in the politic~l, social and 

economic thougl t of Europe, some of them ong the intellectual giants of the 
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earth -- they ere all assembled in one place and for one purpose. en from the 

East and froi. the est, men worlds apart, men ho ere separated not only by 

geogr phic boundaries but by spiritual and intellectU2.,l boundaries. The were 

all assembled there, all dravm together to the one place by the irresistible appeal 

of one ide~l and these men one by one through their spokesmen gnd their chosen 

ones ascended the platform and in reverence affixed their signatures to a ne 

Je• .1s. covenant. very much like that covenant vi. ich was signed in the days of 

Ezra and lehemi~.h by the returned exiles of Judea. And in spite of it 11, in 

spite of our diversities, in spite of our differing attitudes, e never~heless 

signed this sure and strong covenant, all o us, our princes, our leaders, our 

priests. 

Friends, never in two thousand years AS there an essembly like that in 

Israel and as I sat there, tense, Qre. thlessly atching this dro a unfolding before 

my eyes, the t~ought kept p ssing through my min, •no. no, no, the Galuth has not 

beaten these men; they are strong; the world has not conquered us; e have conouered 
~ 

it. Persecution has not humiliated these men; t ' ey are proud; e are proud. Exile 

h snot sc ttered us; these men are united; we axe united; e are one. The 

prophecy has come true. 1 

The political setbacks of the past year and a quarter have, not in aey 

rel sense, demoralized the Yis~uo in Palestine. They were saddened by ~~at has 

taken place, by the political reversals; they ere angered by it, but they ere not 

demoralized. They dug in, they entrenched themselves, B.nd with traditional 

Je,ish stiffnec.icedness determined to carry on. But tlis economic crisis hie is 

developi ~ -- unless it is put to a stop and checked, is likely to create a 

terrific demoralization throug' out the Yishub, hich will be far more serious in 

its consequences than aXJy political setbacks whica we have had, not because an 

e onomic depression ill cause suffer ine in Palestine -- the Jes there are accus-
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tomed to economic depressions and to sufferi g -- ut because it will tend to break 

their spirits. For, if the work in Palestine is seriously hampered, and some of it 

undermined by lack of economic support, that puts the strongest argi ent in the hands 

of the enemies of Palestine. What h~s been the tactics of the program of the enemies 

of P lestine in tbe past yeP.r7 The slogan on ork; check immigration or curb it; stop 

the purchase of land; crystallize the movement at its present stage, and dontt let it 

go any furt er. That as been the tactics back of the White Paper . .And we have 

s~id, o, give us the opportunity to carry on; e are just at t e begi. ng o ~ tings; 

the bole Je ish people is w iti ~ to make a success of this Palestine experiment. 

And no , if the Yishub is to be faced witl what I hope it will not be faced, hat 

ill our enemies in Palestine say7 You a.sk or more immigrants and you cannot take 

care of those w ich you have. You as for more land and you cannot properly culti­

vate the land nich you no have. And it i:11 be t e unans erable argument. 

e have insisted t· tour great work in Palestine shall not be interrupted or 

interfered with by the land.atory Government. ce st not lo~ our o people to 

brin~ about t' e same results and worse thro h economic neglect. An economic collapse 

of our or~ in Palestine at this tie ould be tne strongest eapon in the hands of 

OU.l' adversaries o have been urging the restriction of~ igration into Palestine 

an ot:er measures calculated o destroy t every foundations of our enterprise. 

The American Palestine Campaign is t e f irst in ,hich the Jewis' Agency, as 

sue, wit out collaborQtion 1th other agencies, faces the task of raisi the requisite 

funds for Palestine . The menner in w1ich the elements within the Agency, both Zionist 

and non-Zionist, ill respond will be the test of the efficacy and the worth- hileness 

of the ~encJ itself. If Zionists 2nd Non-Zionists throw themselves heartily into 

the lor' - of organiz tion, campaigning and contribution there ·1 ensure a splendid 

vindica tion of the vision an idealism !lich brou ht the Agency into existence. Some­

thing of the exalted spirit o::.. Zurich, 1929 o " t to be recaptured for t e great, 

hard tas ahe doz us. 
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ve b 1 , h b ens d. o r bout o ct, d I 
ho ecisively . And ne r e i • 

I ri to s e for the P, ican Zionists ho 111 vot for th 
extended Je i h Ag ncy . of Americ ar ious I 
you ar ,that th step ich we re out to I/ ke h 1 
int good hich x ct it to yield. e~ic ha of co 
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this body on the ubject o th a-e c . I e b n ya ar 
o the doubts nd re rs ch h v ed many o el te 

d ic ere x ressed hr int t et tr in nd 
tension . I h ve rofo ndlv ymp ti t oft e nd r-
son lly h red s ome oft ,m. Anyone 

lit. o 1 e ou 1 0 it 1 voe on 
its d vote dily n rstan t _ e bro h m 

r in ye rs led s crifici lly for th of Zionis -
could no h ve ro ched th. r die lly n de ich i in-
volved in the pre osed enl rged ncy itho • re it ncy d 
t e i ation . o one old q stion th otiv of those men ho 

o t by very honor bl eans to saf gu rd th inte rity of • 
ide to bf ttr , ss it it constitutional gu ante and ob 
ul d defe ca round it . Thi s h b en don - d I b 1· ve 
1 ely done . 

But , my fri nd , the g . t t sk till remain . Ho to estA">lish the 
reqmred ood, e nee ry psycho o ical tmo her , th fp• ak:tax 
r le s t of ind, in or r th or n coo r ,1ve en · r -

t rive . This is not t be n c i ved , nd the Wl void bly 
er d d libor tion o the tr days h ve no contribut d 

to thi sir d nd. lot ving he light of ast x i nces to 
1 us in thia ne vent re , were in the d rk th dark 

it 1 no· dif icult to conjure· up 11 r of hot d a arl-
tion . Th s re till 1th us . It must b cl r to of t t 
u on t ro o spicion an mi tr t th er h1r.h e 
h v no 1 unched o he vily fright d it our r cio car o 
c nnot n vi te . I ill nev r r ch ort . Unl s a bring to our 

1 c id n , vi 1 e rne a nd s lf- s 1 • 
ch do not t c un el o r , this ne isnc 111 p ove 
ic futi 1 y . It 111 no enkindle h 1 gin tion of oir 
• It ill not tr~ct thos hom e ho to tract nd it 
ot r 1 a thos e ner 1 a hich ic ti • 

only dis ell th e doubt , but b nni ng mua 
b 1 hin V ry f a our new all co 

m of the rl . L t us m r t t re 
0 1 or co etitor , b f end.a come 

common hi toric und i I 0 ir 



- -
sh re of a common burden,to assume Viith us corporate natio al 
r, ons1~111ty. They do ot come to ~ubv rt or to des roy. In ca do rand good faith they re coming to help us b ld the 
Je ish home-land. any of them have rendered nu r .d ring great 
an dist1n ished service to ur people in othe r fields,- olitical, economic , cultural,religious and h cnitari • any of them hawe earned by the merit of their lives the universal esteem and confiden­ce of all groups minor po ul tion,Zionist ad Non-Zionist , 
native or fo ign born, orthodox or r fo , 1 bur or c ital. Thay re re ent the bes t and vorthies in our communa life. 

Please remember that those ho are vehemently opposed to us ill not wish to enter the new compact. They i 11 void. it. ·or 1e 
have nothing to offer them bu heavy burdens and hard rork. Those ho are comine are men ~ho love their people, ho are vitally con­cerned about its s rvival,and ho see in Palesjine not another 
opportunity for the ex rcise of their phi 1 tropic imp11lses -
opportunities hich are not wanting t hem elsewhere - but the all­together unique and challenging opportunity to assist in the 
%xbxt rea izsation of vast istoric purpose - the physical and 
cultural u building of our home-1 d. Perha s unconscios.ly they too have no been caught up by the mighty rhythm of our peoples for"ard 
m rch. P rh s they too h ve no be n stirr~d by the cadence of the life-song of o• eoples resurr ion. They ish the great experiment 
without historic precedentl - of the in-g thering of a world - disper sed people, - t eir people- to succeed. They v.ish to share in the pride of it succe s. 

They are not avowedly Zionists , to be sure. They re not imbued 
·1th our ideology. They nave lived in a orld different and re­moved from that in hich many of us v lived. On the other hand 

""" it is clear , even to a Casal observer , that they are gropi ng f e r 
a new ~deo1ogy,a new in+ llec u 1 e(,u t ent , a ne ay or Je*ish living. The old slogans no longer sa.tisfy them Perha sit is this unsat1 fied hunr;er which is propelling them to Palestine and to us . Perhaps in seeking P 1 s 1ne , they are seeking their own lost· id ntity. Per as in fi nding P lestine , they ill find themselves. 

If e meet them in complete sympathy and trust , relying on time , exp rience and them ic alchemy of Palestine to in them over to our doctrine even as they have now been won over to our work , then we will live to bless this day and this act. If on the other hand we shall confront them as an armed camp, bristling with prejudgments ahd suspicions , set as it were for a confl ict of ills and purpo­
ses , with minds shut-1r,Jiour an rickly , e shall destroy even more then we are now attempting to b ild 

e the erican Zionists regard the action hich 111 be taken to­ni ht as evidence not of eakness but of vigour . ~tis to us 
vidence of the virile pliability of a living organism, ota movement hich has not permitted itself to ecome ri id and inflexible . e have made a r-e ajustment , hich ent ils no break. This is the 

way of. life and pro ress. 

Let us f ce t e new era in hopefulness. Let us have faith in our­selves , in he all-conquering po er of our ideal din the trans­
forming po er of Palestine . Let those ho are now coming ork with 
us in a Union sacr6e , a Brith Kadosh. Let them ork with us in Pa­lestine . Let the spirit of that land en - r into their "blood. Let the come in contact 1th all that the indefeasible spirit of our people has builded there , our settleaent andour colonies , our 
schools and our university, ouwj ch do r culture , our Palest,ni~ manho d ~ omanhood,..~ttP. nalu.uilian youth , 1d we hav doubt but 
rhet Pa~.E'lsti~., will ersuad them an exal them. 
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mistake made b- eon h- t score· t 11! 

On July 29, 1945, rior t o t Le agree ent ref erred • o ove, I ote t o Dr. ise 

a lengthy letter f rom ich I uote t1a follo 

"Both you and r . .Teizmann a .::>roached ue so e months a6o ith t: e re iuest to 

take over t he direction of the t>Oliticul \ ork of our • ove.uent . You f Plt, as . ny 

of us have felt ri ht won0 , t l&t th, re hcts been an l.ll"..fortunt.- te c. nfusion, in 

efficiency, over-la ing and cross-purposes in our uliticul work ll.nd th t t he 

situ~tion cull ed fr com,let e reor aniz·ti on a.nd &bove all for centr~llz~ti n of 

(.4ut ority. Both yo, and Dr. ieizmann as .:ell s r. Li sk and others sked e to 

truc.e over t..~is ork. I de.urred l{!lowing of the determined o ~osi ion of some o_ the 

men .:ho t od,_y c ontr ol t- e administr.--tion of t e ZO . I told you t hat ile I as 

willin6 to fitht for Zionism, I was not ,illin to start &. f i 5 ht .ith Zionists 

for t he rivilege of servin.;J t e cu.use. Yo a)p • t o ~i..e to take over tb.e . ork 

on t he :rroun that you yourself re heavil enc b red ;1 t h man· ot er r esponsi bilities , 

nd are tired~ .•. 

" nen you told .rae Jesterd .... y ver the telephon • t. • t "'JU hav~ been persu.:.i.ded 

to retain t he chairmanship of t he Zi nist Emer •ency Co it ee, I ·as so e hl:l.t 

be ildered . If it was your i ntention to remain in that im~or nt ost , neither I 

nor anyone else would have considered supplantinJ ~ ou. The office L, yours b.: right 

of service a P.d a chievement in t he ~Jov-eo.ent. But I a -Js ed ull alon-; l w.t you earnest ly 

wisnealt O be relieved of it• .::I..:t ___ ~ a_s:....;o~n~,_.;t:;h;,;:,:;e;.....;;;=S=-is=--o::;..:f:;......;t::,;,: :-,::t...l.:;.:t:-....::un~d er=-:s:..t,::.:as::;:n::;.:::d::;:in==-.,, ,i.-::::t.:.:ru:..=· t,=-=,I 

.articipated int e discussions in the last fe months looking t o·ards a rear anization. 

If no you feel th ish t o r etain tht, office not in an onorar:y , but in..1:ll active 

caeacit_y, I ish you ~ oul.d let oe :no .. definitely, li.nd in ur ',:ins ,/ repl ~ t o the 

dri ft letter a.ddres ·ed to me, I ,ill say t • t Dr. • ise is he~d of t e . olitical 

emer 1 er!.c wor a· t h I.,ove ent &.nd there is no need f raft..:.n~ me or anyon ., else, 

and the. t as far as t he r esidenc of t he ZO is co c erned, n ... v r sou··ht that 

office, and I find opportunities for my Zi nist services in other fields .~ •••• 



Sot · t • en on .nu0 t 9, 1945 . ,ise, Dr. oldstein n I i ed n reement 
/ 

Dr. in Dr. ise' s:tudy st tin "th·t • th t .. e ~oncurrence r 11 rties, bba 

I 
Hillel ilver, Ch 1 of t e Un~~ed P~lest·n AP. eu.J., f r long on of th 0 t 

in Zi nis ( ,ill bes distinguished figures .o ed 0 1 in t e ph re of 

beco ·n l e political ff irs b C Ch ir an "th e o_ t e , ric er cy 

Co ittee for Zionist Aff·ir in · ~lso the i of it Executive 

c 1tr· lized direc i on of our ;oli ic 1 Co ittee, t.e bod · res 

er~orts," Dr. ,ise kne . clt I eant b· le· dership ... nd b.; centr~llzed irection. 
• 

He fully understood t 

tht..t he ould retu.in 

·ould no role of ~ vice-Presi er.t him or 

thorit oiitic 1 field 1hich - s his before 

rs 

Unfort ely, as soon s the reor aniz tion or our Council be0 t sho 

results and ne life s infused ·nto it, D. 

pro 

ddress 
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seri es of ob~tacles on the road to r ecovery , but assure l y 

t hay do not =ive u -! Rec onversior in t h( Unit ed ~t atcs do ~. 

not t a~6 the exa ct a ttcr I int2nd c I an pl anned , but does · ny­

body do ubt t hat J m.c: ric&n econoiny • ·ill f ind the way to E-mc::rge 

from what evor difficulti 6~ b8s 0t it? 

It is not r r.: a , onabl e to exp E_, ct tht; J ethi sh 1")..gc r. cy to have 

an answs r r eady to all quest ions t hat may be asked about any 

futur a difficulty . It i s the broad pictur ~ t hat should be 

dec isive . 

hrd above all due credit should be eiven to a fact or , th~ 

_po i tive eff oct of whi ch .L3 i rr!.'.:ense and 6s cape s ca lculat ion . 

It is ~he unbreaka bl e r esolution of th ~ J ewish 1 copl e to build 

up its _Ja tional Home , a r ~~ solution i nspired by a d sE attach­

nen t to tht=; soil of the Pro!Tli s e:d Land, rooted in the tradition 

of thirty centuri vs anu , trLngth n8d by the desperate plight in 

which a larg· portion of the J awi~h people i findin it~ elf. 

This r esolution which ha s rendtrcd the s ~e~ingly i ~p o sible 

possible in the past will continue to do so in tl1e futur e . 

Jewi sh £g,ncy mak~s this statement not in the l eas t as a fi ~ure 

of speech but as a cold and objective stat8ment of fact. Dos-

eret e resolution born out of patriotis~ and st iffenea by acs­

perate n - cessity, 1.s a highly ot ent economic factor: The 

exertion. mad e and th 0 r e ults achieved in this wa r by the 

British and .h!f1vr ica n people 'Jould not have bben credited s even 

yea rs a ... o by thos th8m e lve. who have erfor.med and achieved 

them . Dunkirk and Pearl Harbour have .mightily influenc ed the 

British and ,...i_~e rican war economi e . They have s timulated a 

vol e of reduction out of all proportion to what the wildest 

imaginat ion had beli 0V8d o ible in peace tiQe . . The have 

cau ed ob tacles to 4.1nlt A & y which at one tifie vvc r e bcli ,V L. d 

to b~ unsurc ountable . Tb ~ Jewi. h ps o l e i s in no way l e sen-

c:: i ti ·_. te 



The American Jewish community will survive if it will remain 

f.ithful to the basic dogma of Jewish existence - the sense of group 

so , of pe pleho I of belonging to an historic J ish 

c.:, :u."1:ty ~hich c,.ts across ti e and space, arrl which ls centered 

in :. l lfe covenant with the Et.emal principles of Judai s.u and with 

u; l 1ers· l srael. The American Jevlsh community of to orrow 11 

dra 1 strenct r:) c n i 1 ed d increased cult 1r 1 an_ spiritual 

contacts ith -srael . lsrac rray d aw cultural 1 sp • _ l ... •• i. strength 

i tn futur f contact~ ~ith the .eric Jewish c 

if tnis C'l!'1l1Ufl1 ty ui1.1 be St.l".1 in J wi ... h J.eari.in an vit 1. 

Often in ~ past, Jcillish !ife in Pale tine -wa r~rlenL,n by 

spiritu- l an ~altural irifl ences c n from Jewish centers 

outside ,alestlne. Both Judais~ and tle brew langua eat time 

had to struggle for survival even in Pa.Jestine. A thi v r time 

J is is p ssing throu ha severe crisis of adjustment in Israel . 

The uiding principle hould be maxim 1 participation in AJ'llerican 

life d maximal devoti n to its progress ar,d sec~.rlty, lon with 

,iaxi..~ 1 intcre~t in, and support of, Israel. The guiding objective 

both for the Jews in America and the rest oft e Dlnsporo, as well 

s ·1 j ws L the State of lsra~l, s ld be ti'e surviv 1 of 

Jud~ism, wh ch alone has i'1'en meaning and glory to our history . 

I ~ p rsuaded at tl e synagogue will be the institution 

prim rily rcspo sible forte survival of the American Jewish 

community , as lt s been re~ponsible for our survival thr u hout 

our Dispersion. To fulfill this task, th9 synagog1.1e must become uch 
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Translated into concrete terms, it means replenishing tho spiritual nd rell­

gloua reservoirs of Jewish life - the syna ogue, the religi:)us s:hool, the academ:1.e , 

the center of Jewish l arning an:! scholarship. For years n the J • sh communitie 

of the world, other than tho e, of c urse, which re stroyed or r -,i ge by war and 

persecution, had to give priority to works of relief, physical resc and the reco 

struction of tr• State or Israel. uch of this work rlll ve to co .tinue into an 

unpredictable .future. Certainly there still remains tha urgent nd compelling ne d 

tor taking ccr e ot the hundreds of thousands of re ge s who are seekin a h in 

Israel. 

But even while this rk is going on, ~"'Xi certainly a the urgency and pressure 

of that work d:lrn1ni hes, as ho it ll _th the year, increasingly our ener es 

and our resources shou db poured into the permanent and positive spiritua.l and cul­

tural nstitutions and ente~ises of Judaism. mu.t begin to think again in terms 

of the total picture of Jewish life, both eogr-.......... and historicallT. -..-ons 

of Jen will live in Isr 1 in the days to come J ons more 11 11 ve outside ot 

Israel. It is t religion of Jtdaism whioh will unite t , not any political bon s. 

Judaism kept our people inside and outside of Pule tine together as oner llgious 

fellonlti p in the past although they were poll ti call;; unrelated. For the sake or t. 

Jns the world over, tor the enrichment of their own lives, and for their etfectiw 

contribution to the progress or the countries in which they are citisena, and tor 

haetenin the day- of the Kingdom, it is imperative that begin to pour ain our 

creative thinking• our substance and our energi s into the institutions of Jnish re, 

llgioua lite. 

The 5,0001000 Jews of the United 1,#tates awe it to tha11elves, tot ir r.hildnn 

and to this great and beloved country ot which they are proud am loyal citizens to 

make Judai• as beautihl, meaningtul ani dynamic as poss ble in their Uv s and 1n 

the total life ot .American democracy. 
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Jewish eo le a a whole Judaism, the noblest creation of the 

J 

w ch derog 

harru'ul int 

to man ·nd, ths.t Diaspora Jewry sh uld remain 

ous and pirl.tuall.y' sound. All talk, however atriotically motivated, 

Diaspo~a Jew o altogether eaningle s and 

extreme.. t ig clearly ind·c ted today i the setting in motion 

spiritual and cultur 1 i tercommunios.tions and inter­

, similar to ,hat which xisted durin 

periods of the Second Commo ealth. 

In the past, centers of enish life shifted from one art of the world to 

another. At time several important centers exited simultaneously. In our 

day we sa the oldest and noblest center of Jewish life in Europe practically 

destroyed. Providentially, two other imoortant centers are arising today and 

are growing in stren hand significance - the national center in Israel, and 

the Diaspora center in the Unite Stat es. The m_rican Je ish cominunity owes it 

to itself and to history to take over its full a ure of responsibility for 

carryin on the histori work of Judaism. For this mighty task it will have to 

find, in the future, the resources within itself. It willm longer be able to 

live on borrowin. I can no 1onger e~ct its sniritual and cultural provisions 

t o come to it from the Old orld. Old orld Jewry no longer exists as a provisioning 

center. We shall h ve to prepare ourown victuals. 
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v{The State of Israel is li· great and glorious fact ti. Jgwi0h li:k:, ,.. one 

j? d<i stined ~ he But greater than the 

State of Israel is the people of Israel, and greater than the people of Israel 

is the immortal vision and hope which sustained our people through the long 

centuries, which made of it a covenanted people, pledged to the ;ideal of 

Malchut Shamayim, the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

l( Zionism, as the pledge of positive Jewish living in the spirit of our death-

less prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, to 

work together for the coming of the next great age, the distant, the ultimate 

age, the Messianic Age, when justice and peace will be established on earth, 

when "Each man will live under his vine and under his fig tree with none to 

make him afraid. 11 

The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the Drama of 

Israel. Our people is moving on, the ark of the covenant is moving on, 1n 

greater freedom now and in greater confidence along the broad highways of 

the world, to Achrit Hayamim, to the end of days, prefigured by our seers, 

"When they shall not hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the earth 

shall be filled with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover the sea." 





The faith that will serve us best, as free men in this great age, 

is faith ih the worth and sign ficance of the individual, and his inalienable 

rights. Without such faith which was written as a dogma into the he~rt of our 

Declaration of Independence and our Constitution - "' Je hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal and that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable ri ~hts" - man's stature will be progressively 

reduced, the free domains of his mind and spirit will speedily come under iron­

clad controls, and man's di~nity will be dragged into the dust. ~ ith such a 

faith, we will be strong en~u1h to accept a 1 necess ry soci a l controls and 

still remain a fr ee society. Lt will help us to set our cour s e by a dependable 

compass. 

One of the evil forces /t work in the ,,1o~ld today which tend to t..nder­

mine the individual and destroy is inte llectual integrity is the force of 

organized propaganda whose ob· ctive is to sta, pede men to think uncritically 

and emotionally in the way s me s ecial interest wa nts them to think. Through 

slogans, catch-words, clichL and cleverly coined half-truths, it drives men 

or panics them into a ttitfes and acti ons wh i ch men would not take if they were 

given accurate facts and nform~tion upon which to base jud~ments and attitudes. 

Propadanda in our day ha been developed i nto a dangerous pseudo-science. 

Throu3h the readily av ilable mass media of communication, it can undo over-

ni 1ht, a => it were, generations of slow, patient, c:nd pc1 ins-taking work of educa­

tion, Our great da:Lr today is not i!literacy, The overwhelming majority o~ 

our people knows holto read and write, The great danger of our day is propa­

ganda, whose aim 1/ to confound and to confuse and by misinformation to mis-

direct our literate popul a tion. 
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The third element in the faith which will serve us best in our ex­

citing new age is faith in the sanctity of method - the method of human progress. 

Spiritual religion defined a method by which men might attain morally 

desirable ends, a method worthy of such ends. It outlawed the notion that moral 

ends justify immoral means. Each single step on the way toward the realization 

of a worthy objective must, as far as is humanly possible, be a worthy objective 

in itself. To establish justice or freedom or peace, men ~ust employ the ways of 

justice, freedom and peace. 

The more exalted human goals are, the less J.!kelihood there is of 

their early or complete attainment. Accordin~ly, when ruthless, brutal, im­

patient and desperate measures are employed, they not only make the attainment 

of these goals impossible; they also turn man's long journey towards them into 

one of unmitigated misery and horror. 

The classic way of religion has never been fully tried in the world. 

Today in an evolving 

cludinB the power of 

a3e wherein man's power astly augmented, in-

-destruction, it is being more thoroughly than 

have proceeded on the istory. State at any time 

theory thot 

justified 

no law superior and that their brutal methods are 

\ The shame of our a~e is that me 

acts of the name of hi~h morali 

denounced in one'\ opponents are rationalized 

when employed by oneself. Men talk of justice an 

society and univeril peace, but they act as if 

committing the most shameless 

Methods which are abhorred and 

justified as moral imperativeo 

brotherhood, of a classless 

ideals were demons out of 

hell, lashing most horrible acts of inju tice, hatred and violence. 



It is clearly the part of sound method in our atomic a~e to look for 

a workable formula wl .. ich will regul a e the differences between the East and the 

Tlest and discover a "modus vivendi'' for t he two ~reat sections of humanity which 

are now so dan~erously riven and ser8rated b, seemin1ly irreconcilable ideologies. 

It is clear thAt the rivalry between these ideoloRies cannot be de­

cided on the battlefield. Roth power-blocs are in possession of the globe­

destroying power of the -bomb end the H-bomb. Neitr.er will be intimidated by the 

preponderance of arms on the p, rt of t~e other. It is inconceivable that the 

stbtesmen of the world will be so mnde as to try to win a decision through atomic 

warfare. The alterna tive confronting mankind today is co-existence or non-

existence. This b 113 t he case, it is clearly t part of patriotism, of en-

lightened sel interest, and of altruism to eek ways of living toge ther on this 

one eart 10 spite of the opposing and rreconcilable ideolo6ies. 

In the field of religious controversy it was once thought ttat the 

existing differences were irreconcil~b le an~ t l·a t opposin~ religious persuasions 

could not live on the s ame earth, not to speak of the so.Me country or city. 

uuring the seventeenth century Europe was drenched in blood by reli~ious wars. 

The stakes tl,en were even hi~her tran in our ddy, for it was not only this world 

that was involved, but the next world as ,,.,el 1. And yet aft er much bloodshed and 

the ruin of towns and provinces, it was found necess ry at long last to work out 

ways of toleration ~nd co-existence, leavin~ the ideolo1ies to take care of t~em­

selves. ~o religion abandoned its position, its claims to being the sole reposi­

tory of true religion or of its missionary activity, but somehow ways were found 

for all to live to3ether. Today in muny parts of Europe and ,,merica they have 

learned not only to live to3ether but to work together in amity and friendship 

for the paramount objectives common to th mall. 
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There is no other solution to the political and economic differences 

wh ich are now te?ring our world apart. T~e dread alt erna tive is universal de­

struction. 

For our civilization to survive, it is clearly necessary to revise 

the mood and thought pattern of our a ~e, and to reclarge our world culture with a 

new devotion to the sanctity of method in human progress. 

·.-1 1th such a faith, built upon the reality of purpose in the universe, 

the significance, the individual and the sanctity of method, we can spread wide 

our adventuring sails and plow resolutely into the surge and thunder of our un­

predictable odyssey, confident that our high hopes will, from time to time, find 

their blessed anchorage in some herbor of our hearts• desire. 



There are certain achievements in science which come to be known as break-

throughs. Supersonic spee was such a breakthrough. So were nuclear fission and 

the space satellite. In these and similar instances, man battered down barriers 

which had hemmed him in since the beginning of time. And each breakthrough opened 

up for man new and unexplored worlds of immeasurable possibilities. Each, as it 

were, was a new day of creation. 

In human history too, there are such breakthroughs - political, social and 

the French Revolution, and
1
for the Soviet Union and its people, the Russian Revolmtion. 

With their occurrences in history, mankind began to move in radically new directions. 

And the world was never the same again. 

In Jewish history, likewise, trere have trans,.~ired events of such critical 

and decisive char,.c_ter, that they, too, mus be regarded as breakthroughi. The 

Exodus f1,om Egyyt was such a breakthrough. Tl\e • ving of the Law at Sinai, and 

the prophetic ovement to which it gave rise, wa~ such a breakthrough for the 

religious elopnent of Israel, and of ~anki.nd generally. The return from the 

captivity, the victory of the accabees - each one of these momentous 

inaugurated a new era and each opened windows pon new horizons for our 

peo e. C L 
~ r AJ!,,.-✓ •. l~_.., ~ one of the most significant breakthroughs in Jewish history 

were the lnited Nations Resolution of November 1947, and the Proclamation of the 

State of Israel in ay 1948. These events broke d°"n the 2 1000 year-old barrier 

of the Galut which bad hemmed in our people and wedged them in helplessl~ 

opened a new age of freedom, of political and spiritual independence. It changed 

everything, including ourselves. We began to think difterentlyi'a.i to act and to 

speak differently. We found ourselves experiencing a complex of new sensations 

which had been alien to our people for centuries. e discovered unsuspected reserv irs 

of energy and resources within ourselves, a capacity to undertake and execute projects 

which formerly we had been persuaded were beyond our powers. 
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From the far corners of the earth, the dispersed and the scattered, the despoiled 

and the broken remnants of our people were helped to come to Israel and there 

to find haven, rest and a re-born hope. 

Israel has given our people a sense of unity h itherto unknown, and a --
sense of 1'ride of which tre Galut (Exile) had robbed us. On the verse of the 

Psalmist: 

"Jerusalem that is built like a city round which everything is united" , the Rabbi 

commented: , "J-)7/1 e , , " Jerusalem is a city 

which unites all the children of Israel one to another. ") 

We have become more fully aware of our strong bond of people-hood, our 

group solidarity, and we do not rue it nor try to explain it away. We have 

gratefully re-discovered the p ride of our heritage and destiny. Our children 

are facing their world with a new courage, a fi r me r faith and a greater dignity. 

Israel has served us well, and we are resolved to serve Israel well. 

shall not be like the inhabitants of Meroz, who did not come to the help of their 

people in that day of fateful struggle by the waters of Megiddo, and were there-

after forever execrated. We shall faithfully, through the oncoming years, give 

Israel our full suppo ·t un til its foundations are firmly laid, and its walls and 

bulwarks are made strong and secure. 

But while the hope of national restoration was always an integral part of ..._ 

our people's faith, it was never the whole of it. Providentially, the long-deferred 

hope came to fruition in our day. It was a blessed and glorious consummation 
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which our generation was privileged to behold. It did greatly exalt us. Our 

people always looked forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of 

greatness, elation and hope. "When the Lord will bring back the captivity 

of Zion ... they will say among the nations: the Lord hath done great things with 

us. We shall rejoice." But what has so pr videntially transpired in our day 

should re-charge our courage for the greater tasks which lie ahead. For the 

Messianic hope of our people has been realized only in part. Galut - - exile - -

has indeed come to an end, and shi 'bud malkuyot, "servitude under foreign p7rs ". 

Bt.t in its profounder and universal sense of aharit ha-yamim, the establishment 

of the good society of universal justice, brotherhood and peace on earth, the 

Messianic hope of our people is far from havin The ultimate 

and sovereignties to 

the time "when they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, and the 

earth shall be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea." T2!!_s1as yet 

unrealized hope/our people must continue to proclaim,' certainly in this day when 

our proud civilization is crawling underground into caves and bomb shelters. & lJJS>-

can do so today more hopefully as a result of what has transpired in Jewish life. 

In a new, buoyant mood of achievement and vindication, the leaders of our people 

everywhere may now devote themselves to the totality of the Messianic message 
,- sa..z-. 

which, in spite of the establishment of the State of Israel, remains unfulfilled. 

The great work is yet to be done! 

w ..Q \,L9 Q .a, k "--""" .· v,., J 
J;-e t us be a :r :m 7\ that th!!; are dangerous, eruptive and unpredictable 

times for all peoples. Passions are running high in our worlL.hates and fears are 
I 

stirred up --1 Fr~judices have proved to be formidable weapons in the hands of 
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unscrupulous political adventurers and governments. There are those who 

are determined to stop at no thing! Such violent times are especially dangerous 

for minority groups, and even more so for the Jewish minority group which 

historically has suffered most in periods of social, political or economic up-

heaval. Because they are ever,,where, they are always in the center of world ---------
events, and as the Rabbis said, in commenting upon the fate of Jews at such 

times, when the stone falls upon the pot, the pot is broken, and when the pot 

falls upon the stone, it is the pot again which is broken. 

~ vr.1~ ..- ~ rw-
During the past year tla.: s a resurgence of anti-Semitism. The evil , - ~ 

Satanic forces reared their ugly heads again in many parts of the world, most 

shamelessly in Argentina, but also in the freest countries earth, Britain and 

the United States. The Algerian Jewish community was scattered in a mass 

flight, and Moroccan Jewry feels itself unsafe and is emigrating. Suppression 

of the rights of the Jewish people in the Soviet Union continues unabated. 

In such times our only salvation, as a people, lies in solidarity, in closing 

ranks, in strengthening our defenses, in mutual helpfulness. We dare not relax 

our alertness. We dare not be tardy in rushing aid, economic or political, to 

any hard-pressed sector of our people anywh~re. We must re-enforce every weakened 

or threatened segment o 'our far-flung line. This has been our strategy of sur-

vi val in the past. It must continue to be so in the future, whose remote horizons 

no one can glimpse. 
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he las , 6'1 ye rs e nne f the ~ost a~~zine nd revoluti n ry cha ters, 

lorioua a well t c1 in all human histo-y. do not refer o the unnumbered 

ci nti "i inv t ens n disc veries of these ye 1 hie 1 link the electric with 

the atomic a • have n .ind the crucial po]itic 1 an social transfor tions 

of these six ecade - the disintegr t:on of va t empire I the birt,h of ne 

states, the ntic tru gles be een economic sy~ ms , between democracy and 

dictstorship, , e r .~e n fall of Fascism and ziism and communist expan on . 

It is· g ·nst he back ound of these unprecedented social nd political 

upheavals :hich uprooted old syste sand the y of life of ny oeople that 

we ust vi the history of our ople. ny peo 1 ~uffered bitterly during tase 

convulsive years but mo id as high price a the Je ish people . 1one c me 

as clo.;ie to to l annihil t.:.on. need not revie s here t. e fearful ca t,alogue 

of disast rs. : e 'no ta_ too ·ell; the rc~t of the rnrld is not eager to 

be re inded. 

But the darkness of these years was not ent.ire unre ieved. They gave us 

the Zionist mov m nt, the renai sance of H br C It e nnd the birth of the 

.tate of Israe. They . so esta lished for ur ne ple flourishing c nters of 

life an freedom in the orld. 

The strong tin ist movements of the 19th an eRrly 20th eenturies hich 

were frequently intolerant of the rights of minori es, and led to an inten ified 

anti-semitism in many countries, also lent lorical force nd cogency to Jewish 

nationa]ist aspirations. The barbaric excesses against our people hich followed 

the First orld ·ar nd those of Fa c±sm and aziism before nd during the Second 

orld ar r matized the tragic oblem of Jewish tional home1e sness nd placed 

it urgently an un eni bly upon the agenda of orl st tes nship. Important 

sections of orld J ry1 lon be iled by millenial earns of universalism and 

cosmopolitanism ere rudely shaken out of their wishful thinking nd were forced 

to confront the at rk reality of th ir existence. ' his was the be inning of their 

spiritual redemption. 11 these factors combined to brin about the political 

emancipation of our ople, and to the re-establishzoont of the third Jewish 



'·c. -

Comma e.:tlth. 

Not auto. tica ly, of coursel H story fo 1 s no lines o exter al r ss res 

alone . ithout le lonr-s ~tain d a , r li ious y-n u-t r hope of n~t·on 1 

restoration, ana he unbroken ill of the ma5.e of our people to ee Zion re uilt , 

without insoiring lead .rs an C1 petent or anizatjon rn untold ~ac f es, the 

onnortunities wh"ch the olitical €Vents d n the 

have been isse , nd t e reat moment oul h v 

o orld ar re~ent d uld 

~ e U"" by Te Z·on st 

movement, however , nd 11 h~t rec 'e it in ans-taking organiz tion n 

ed cntj ona 1 •ork, in the ded"n te la· ors of riters, teachers n ropa ndists , 

in the ere tive ac • vern nts oft o gener tjons o p on ers, haii rea ie th 

ewish people for . u t sue an his oric n: ome t . h Sp ar was not to 1 ck the 

shaft again, nor the ord its hilt . 

T is e hould al s re e:tu er. iL , tan org nizeci an mobj iz • or 

Jewry , the St te of Isr e l w ld never have n st i 1e - and ithoit it - -

it cannot 

The 

stained. 

el ' s po t· cal n,.• ec n c efense is ~orld Je 

F:ven Israel's superb army 1 us G in the last anaJys s deper d upon the mDterial 

• 

resources which , n large rt , the Jews of the orld must ke avai ble . The 

et orld porers , competin for rab friendshi , h ve not op ned , nor are 

like y to open th r rscnals to Israe , as they h veto the Arabs . Each of the 

world powers ........ g its own proteges . I•rae is the rote e of neither. 

The f rtunes of Isr e in the maelstrom oft e ear Est are unpre ctable . 

Global forces have chosen that are s their • rena for decisiv conflict . This 

has occurre often in the p st . Until .ha .. .; conf ict is re olv d 1 n peaeef'ul y , 

we hope , and until Israel',. Arab n ighbors h v reconciled t ms lvc to ts 

existence , the ear st will be fu 1 of tensions nd the position of Israel 

wi 1 be frau ht ith dan er . 
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1
which has p]s, chara terized the government and 

~,~~µ3ople of the State of Israel. have followed with 

admiration the development of the new State and the zea.J~...-~ 

&11tJ l:4mt of its pioneers and builders. It is our sincere 

w1sh to be helpful in every way and to see the existing 

differences between Israel and the neighboring Arab states 

amicably adjusted to tl>e great and lasting benefi' of~ir 

peoples. 
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more a place of reli ious education than it h .s ·e 1 'e t io- . 

,-.. se1. i 1 _ at re o this Jewi h rel i io educ tlon i the 

t :iching o he ebrew lan uage, in tlch our rellgi )US c ll .tnre as 

most fully expr· sed itself. ~o Jewish com,unity ev~ ~urvl ~d ior 

lo .. . 
1C ~ .ced H br "'• _ o Jewish co. u .. 1l,y ever c ntributed 

culturally to Jewish lif which did not fost r the Hebrew lan e 

and i ·er ture. The 1ebrew language is n t onl th re,1 sit r of 

u i , .. ;.;.... l~:-i )' • cutur2l tr phies . t h been a powerful insttu.11t..nt 

l th or1d o . 'ni , and 

t chain of coz r • ty. Th~ rI bre~ languase ·erve vt 1 JI.:: (., .i as the 

e pon ith whlc to batter down the pirltual and intellectual w 11s 

of the ghe·to. It was the highway alon w ich our p ople m ved into 

the . oci~rn world. Dr of c~ur e, think of our ati 1al 

ren !!Sance movement from t.e early HildJat Zion days to e recent 

crownin .. ys of stru glc an victory 1it.ho t thinkin of tl-ie 

brilliant of Hebrew rlt2rs, poets, and es3ayists who inspired 

and wu taine it. 

f we e thinking of ar~ cultur link in e future between 

I"'1 e_ n t.l e Jews of the DI s ra, then we mu.st be thinkin:3 in 

terms of the Hebrew language. We must raise generations of Jews who 

will able to read the language in which the f ture cll~ural creations 

of Israel will be cast. 
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I went to Palestine in November 26, 1945 to attend the session of the 

World Zionist Executive and the Jewish Agency for Palestine. I was most 

warmly received everywhere. I visited the scenes of recent British military 

attacks at Givat Haim, Shefayim and Rishpon. I attended a great gathering 

in the Mograbi Theater in Tel Aviv on December 7th. I told the people; 

"This is only the first round of the struggle. Our fate will not be decided 

by Mr. Bevin, the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry or the White 

Paper, but by the Jews of Pal es tine and those who wish to join them." 
y 

C 'r 



Page 1 - Paragraph 2 

The statement is made: "In 1940 a movement was started II 
• • • 

The records indicated that the movement arose earlier. At the fir st 

General Assembly in Detroit in 1933, a Committee on Financing of 

National and International Jewish Agencies presented as part of a 

general report, a reporton "Federation Program and Objectives". 

It included the suggestion that the Council "create a National Board of 

Review to pass on the national agencies and their budgets for the local 

communities •..•• subject to the voluntary adherence of those Federations 

which choose to accept it for their guidance". This report in itself 

referred to previous suggestions along these lines -- and similar 

proposals were made from time to time thereafter until 1940. 

At the very beginning, it would be helpful to indicate briefly 

the expressed motivation and purpose of the proponents, so that the 

reader would understand both sides of the issue -- namely the convictiJ:!o~ - ~ 
L-- ------

V°·f these persons and organizations that local communities in themselves 

were not in a position to judge the relative needs and services of national 

and overseas agencies(-J!UlrkiRg leng di&ta11cc8 fr om t11elt dtiej that 

fa ctual reports alone whe not sufficient; and that it would be helpful and 

desirable to obtain evaluations and recommendations from a national 

committee representative of the Federations and Welfare Funds that 

could examine and weigh the situation much more closely and intensively; 

and that such a national, representative committee could operate objectively 

and fairly. 
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2. 

Should it be clear that "Members of the Council" refers not alone 

to individuals b to community organizations - - since the Council is 

composed of Federations rather than individuals? 

Page 1 - Paragraph 2 

Regarding the charge to the proposed National Budgeting Committ 

,II 

the precise language was: "to obtain complete data from all agencies, to 

evaluate the work of each agency, and to recom'Tlend to the communities 

comparative allocations to to the different agencies". 

Page 1 - Paragraph 3 

With reference to the opposition expressed to the proposal, it 

proponents that the recommendations to com unities would be purely 

advisory and that each Federation and Welfare Fund would retain the 

power to determine its own allocations,~ opponents believed that the 

recom'Tiendations would in themselves carry a great sense of authority 

and great weight, and that the actual effect would therefore be ·more 

than advisory. 

word "presumed" would II undertook" be more precise? 
I 

At the bottom of the page, was not the issue more than that- of a 

11 small group", but rather also the composition of the group, as you 

indicate later? 
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Page 2- Paragraph 2 

The wording - - "the matter of allocations of funds, over which 

the joint campaign had split, should be left in the future to a budg ting 

service of the Council" -- may be misconstrued. Rather, it was 

recom1nended that the proposed National Advisory Budgeting Se rvice 

would apply to the JDC, UPA a ·'ld NRS, as to other agencies, "to provide 

information and to serve as a gui,ie to our member agencies in making 

their 1941 commitments". The com:..-nunities were to await the recom-

mendations of such a body before completing their budgeting. But the 

UJA was then reconstituted, prior to the referendum, and this proposal 

was automatically removed. 

Page 2 - Paragraph 4 

The actual motion adopted by the Board r e ads somewhat differently, 

according to the record before me, namely," That this B:d approves 

of the majority report to set up an advisory budget service as submitted 

to the meeting this afternoon; that it shall report that decision to the 

meeting of the Assembly tomorrow. The Assembly shall be informed 

that both the majority and the minority reports are to be submitted to 

the member agencies for a referendum vote, with an appropriate 

questionnaire, to be returned not later than April 1, _:1~9~4:1: •~"--------7'_. 

P ge 3 - Paragraph 1 

No reference is made to the actual outcome of the referendum, 

which was 141 affirmative votes and 127 negative votes, with a number 

of agencies not voting. Should this not be indicated for the record? 

3 • 



Page 3 - Paragraph 2 

Part of the opposition was based on the thesis that even if there 

were a national body generally accepted as democratic, the decision on 

allocations should still remain completely with each local community, 

without national budgetary advice. 

Page 3 - Paragraph 3 and Page 4 

I doubt whether the two quotations of William Shroder 1 s remarks 

fully characterize the man and his views. On a number of other occasions 

his remarks and his actions gave a different picture. In one quotation he 

was referring to the views of others -- a ,1d in the very next paragraph 

after the one you quoted, he says that this view has to be faced - -

not necessarily accepted. Regarding the other quotation, it was at a 

meeting which I happened to attend, and he .vas speaking in the context 

of what he sensed as a mood of pessimism in the dark days of 1940 

about Jewish life generally, and particularly about the future here in 

America. He was trying to counteract it . He was an ardent worker in 

4. 

JDC and was certainly not anti-over seas, contrary to what the statement 

itself would appear to indicate. In short, both quotations may be subjected 

to question in general - - and specifically without citing the context of what 

preceded and followed the first, in order to explain it; and in the case of 

the second, without the full quotation, which included such qualifications 

as'! • • the needs being equal and the funds being insufficient ••• n etc . 
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In the same statement he urged Federations to become mor 

democratic, and to bring Jews from Eastern Europe into their or ganizations. 

(And when he presided at the final disposition of the subj ct in 1946, th 

opponents joined in acclaiming his handling of the debate.) 

On the subject as a whole, I am wondering whether the issu 

would not be drawn more clearly if the point were made that there was a very 

substantial d ifference of view within and among Federations, as indicat d 

by the referendum and by the subsequent action of the Council Board, 

rather than what appears to be between anti-Zionist and non-Zionist 

Federations on the one hand, and Zionist masses on the other? Your own 

participation in the debate was in part at least as a member of the Council 

Board of Directors and of the Council Commi ttee . Henry Montor also was 

a member of the Council Committee, as w re othe r Zionists . The 

differences were fought out and the vote was taken within the Federation 

movement, and not solely between the Federation movement and others . 

It would seem to me that this under standing is essential to the historical 

reckoning of what occurred. 

Page 3 - on the back 

There is a note with regard to Dr . Chaim Weizmann. Since the 

Council was not organized until the Fall of 1931, there must be some error 

in connection with this incident . In checking the records, I find that at the 

third General Assembly of the Council in 1935, there was a session on 

Palestine chaired by Morris Rothenberg and in,~luding a panel from the 

Executive of the Jewish Agency. Dr . Weizmann did address the General 

Assembly in 1940 in Detroit . 
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sincere work and well intentioned and directed towerds God and towards man. 

Man cannot wait and should not wait to do the thing3 which need to be done 

until he sees the road clearly ahead. Sometimes he must act on faith, even when 

he does not know what lies ahead. Sometimes he must moTe forward through mist 

and fog. He must do what has to be done vii.th the material and opportunities 

which are at hand, trusting that what he ii sincerely s~riving to do will prove 

to be within the pattern of the abiding de~ign of human progress and God 1s purpose. 

"Yours is not the duty to complete the task, neither are you free to 

desist from it. 11 "Share your burden with God and He will sustain you. He will 

never suffer the righteous to be moved.u 

Pessimism is a form of atheism, for it omits God from man's calculations, 

and ignores the spirit of God that is in man. Man should continue to strive and 

aspire and build again and yet again upon the ruins of his many broken hopes and 

dreams. 

Men cannot see beyond the horizon of their own times. What lies ahead, no 

one knows. But Judaism constantly reminded man that beyond all horizons there 

is God. 

The stars and planets were there and all the moving constellations before 

man ever recognized them. In the dark imprisoned mind of the cave dweller in 

the dawn of time, there already lay impounded all the marvelous achievements of 

man that were to come, all that he could not see, nor grasp, nor urrlerstand -

all that he would have refused to believe - the inventions and discoveries, the 

power and the mastery, the worlds of music, song and poetry, philosophy and science. 

In the mind of the primitive cave dweller there was already contained., as in a 

seed., all the blossoming and flowering civilizations that were to come, but he 

could not see the shape of things to come. He could not penetrate the curtains 

which enshrouded his Visible and empirical world. He would have been justified in 



- 12 -

a total pessimism about the future of mankind far more than men of later genera­

tions. For these already had a long recorded past to contemplate, a past which, 

in spite of all its turns and ,,rindings, did lead mankind forward to amazing 

progress and brighter prospects. 

Judaism arimonished men not to despair of the future, nor of their own strength, 

nor of mankind's inexhaustible spiritual resources, nor of God's cooperation. Long 

and hard is the way, but there is a way, and there is a goal, and the faithful 

children of light will follow it and will not grow weary. 
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,jlift, eJe must never forget thRt the road of religion has never been easy in the 

world, and certainly not the road of Judaism. Jud8.i sm always had to stru gle for 

survival. It had to struggle to make its message heard in the world; in ancient 

times against p2ganism and idolatry, in mediev~l times against persecution and pro­

scription, and in modern times agajnst materialism, secularism and the allurements 

of apostasy. Judaism always made great demands upon its followers, as have all 

the great religions of mankind. The demands which Judaism made were not in tenns 

of spiritual excesses, of austerities or ascetism. "Thj s commandments which I 

command thee this day is not too difficult for thee." Its emands were in terms 

of strugg13 and sacrifice for the establishment of the Kingcb m of God on earth. Tl'E 

Bdherents of Judaism 'lfere cal~ d upon to serve God ttwi th all their hearts, with all 

their souls and with all their might"., with their who]e nature, their entire sub-
"" -

stance and their very lives. Judaism has always meant the acceptance of n the bur-

den of the Ki ngdCl'J'l of God". In a real sense i i a burden, but one which lifts 

all other burdens from the human soul. It is a burden which makes man free in the 

glorious service of God, and redeems him from all other fonns of servitude. (; 

ism is not an easy-going the sophy which offers us maximum pe~ 

minimum of religious discip ine. Rather is it a call to/ attle upon aJ 1 t 

evil within us and upon al that is evil in society. It if' imoossible 

this w1 thout the long tra ail of the soul, wi tho tripes and wonnds, 

da-

at times, being despise But the faithful will n t hold their 

peace nor seek peace f themselves t til ighteousness ngoeth forth s brightness 

and as a burning torch.~ Judaism means not o~ly self-discipline and social effort, 

but also a life-long regimen of' learning and teaching, • sm-ng. a-n ~n 

ing_one-'-s e J'~-~tm•it:mrtt-i~n-rl-A-'J!.--i;IS,q~~itting th accumulatef'°°wledge, experieno 

one-t-s o ebea1's to he next ~nerati . Judaisn 

means school and home as well as synagogue and the building of the good society. 
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Judaism is a co plex of du jer., commandments and canr.:iitments. It is a di t:nc-

~i re pattern o:f life. "All th 

the maximum challenge which it offers, but for the minimum demands which it makes -

minimum educal:iion, minimum wor hip, minimum ob ervances., few renunciations and fe e 

commitments. ost everything seems to be opticnal. The opinion is widespread that 

Judaism does n require of us ver to row against the tjde. t~atever is 

difficult may be abandoned. But convenience has never been the WA.., .. of a conquer-

ing faith. Nor is :it the way o spiritual growth nor yet of survival. dynamic 

faith cannot be ticked away in a corner of one's li~e . If on 1s religion is inci­

dental, it is no religion at all . 

I am afraid, too, that we have not made the synagogue central jn cur Jewish 

connnunl +y life, which is today more secular than at any time j_n Jewish history. 

The synagogue is on the periphery., tolerated, at i!nes even indul ed, but he real 

diligent and exciting activlty in our communal life has to do with ch['.1·ty and re­

lief which, in themselves, are undoubtedly noble and necessary activities, but hich 

in Jewish life were always looked upon as der·vatives from a deeper source, as 

spokes radiating from a central hub which was always the synagogue and the relieio 
school. 

In fact, the synagogue itself has become acentric . Even in our synagogues we 

have not made study., teaching and worshi the central purposes . It is in a multi­

plicity of activities - recreational, secular and semi-philanthropic - that we look 

for a sense of accomplishment and success . Because v,e find ourselves hard-pressed 

and are worried at the evidences of negligence and dri.t't about u ., we have resorted 
to many cont.rivances which will, however, not avail us in the long run. A whirl of 

ctivitie and numerous melodious trifles re no substitute for devout prayer, ear­

nest study and the consecrated teaching of Judaism for rhich the synagogue has al-
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ways exi ted . They alone were the lamps which burned in all our nights . 

Is it that we have been follo ·ng the lice of least resi ance ln every direc­

tion? If so , then we a re truly reenaced from within. The external evidences of 

our organizational prosperity which h~t.e ~esulted largely from the greatly in­

crea.sed peaceful and prosperous Jewi h population in the United States should not 

beguile us into hasty conclusions concerning the inners trength and s undness of 

American Judai • We should read as danger signals the .fact that only a minority 

of the Jews of the united tates are affiliated with the syna o e, tha t, only a 

small minority of them are in attendance at worship in t.he synagogue and that an 

even smaller minority of trese are educated Jews in the sense of being at home in 

the life and lore, the history and literature of their people . 



/ 
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AN ADDRESS 
by 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Cleveland, Ohio 

As Jews, we may face the future with confidenc.t because our people 

in America are overwhelmingly loyal. They are not conscious assimilationists. - ' 
They are not deliberately running away from their faith and people as was the 

--
case with certain Jewries in the Old t~orld, especially in the century before the 

World Wars. Our people have demonstrated a steady attachment and a most com­

mendable solidarity with their fellow Jews in other lands during the supreme 

misery of the recent decades of collapse and disaster•• the blackest of our 

many nights. Their solicitude and generosity have been a source of reassurance 

to us and of amazement to the world. Our people have also built their C0\111'1\lnal 

institutions with a lavish hand. They have been remarkably responsible to the 

needs of their community life. And if the erection of many beautiful temples, 

synagogues and schools in our country ls an indication of loyalty to the faith 

of our fathers, then we may be fully justified in our confidence for the future. 

We have good material to build with. 

We may also look confidently towards the future because American Jewish 

life ls evolving in an environment which is more friendly to religion and not 

unfriendly to religious minorities. Religion ls not proscribed on these shores, -the religionist ls not disadvantaged and Judaism ls not under attack, as in 

communist lands. The world in which we live gives every encouragement to religion 

and Judaism ls free to develop and to express itself. Government and people 

alike have profound respect for the spiritual forces in clvlllzatlon, an attitude 
. . 

which ls part of the essential pattern of their history. Judaism can thrive ln 

such an environment. 
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/ 
~ Progressive Judaism may also look hopefully toward the future. because 

religious liberalism has always been a powerful factor in the spiritual life 
I 

of America and has had a long and honored tradition. It ls still a vital and 

vigorous force among important if not dominant sections of our population. 

Progressive religion does not have to fight for its position defenstvely on the 

American scene. Nor does progressive Judaism. 

But just as there are factors which give us ground for confidence in 

our future. there are factors which give us ground for concern. The impressive 

facade of American Jewish life may be somewhat deluding. The Temples and 

Synagogues are there but the worshippers are not. at least not in numbers com­

parable with the physical amplitude of the edifices or c011111ensurate with the 

obligation of religious affiliation. We are busy building synagogues and Temples 

but we are too busy to attend them. Many of our people have gotten into the 

~½ ' 
habit of not attending congregational servi ces ;_0 ~~~~!y. The number of Jews -
who are attending services regularly ls proportionately less-• and considerably 

less than that of any other religious group on the American scene. 

We should build beautiful Temples and Synagogues. It ts fitting that -
we should worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and amidst the holiness 

of beauty. Why should we dwell in houses of cedar and the ark of the Lord remain 

in a tent? But the beautiful structures which we erect will not of themselves 

insure the survival of our faith. They may even beguile us into dangerous self• 

delusions. It ts we who are the Temple of our faith, or its whited sepulcher. -
It is we who are lts girders am w~lls, its arches and domes, tta symbols and 

ornaments. It is our loyalty which Is the replenishing oil of its Ner Tamld. 

The holy ark will forever remain empty and desolate if the hearts of devout 

worahippera will not abide therein. 
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tong ago. Sage and Psalmist warned our people against the tree of 

many branches whose roots were few. They tau~ht us to look below the surface 

and regard the roots. In their seasoned wisdom they knew that the storms of 

the world do often sweep down in violent fury. upon men and instltutt0ns 

and pluck them up and overthrow them lf their roots are few. 'Ibey also taught 

us that we must take root downward• tf we are to bear fruit upward. 

How deep are our roots? Have we enough reserve of spiritual energy 

to withstand a prolonged crisis? Are we fast depleting the inventory which 

past ages have accumulated? Have we taken stock of our powers of resistance. 

not to affliction -- we have learned how to react to affliction -- but to the 

weakening influences of prolonged well-being and prosperity? Is it in the 
~ 

second or third generation that the process of dflft and dissolution sets in, 

arw:I why? 

What were the strong and flrm roots which enabled our faith and people 

to outrtde the many storms of the past? Not every Jewish community was so 

successful but where it was. it was due to the fact that it had sunk deep roots 

in Jewish learning and study. arrl what was learned was transmitted. The injunc­

tion which our forefathers observed throughout the ages was: "and thou shalt 

teach them diligently unto thy children, and thou shalt speak of them when 

thou sittest ln thy house. when thou walkest by the way, when thou ltest down. 

and when thou riaest up." It was the unflagglna cultivation of heart and 

mind in the rich unfolding of the Torah which insured survival for our people. 

These were the roots of our people's life-• not alone the Jewish 

scholar but the educated Jewish layman. the man for whom the Bible and the 

later Jewish writings and the Hebrew language, which la the very key to the 

casket of our literary treasures, were not a sealed book. Professor Schechter 

recorded what la undoubtedly a cold historic fact when he declared that 
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Hellenistic Judaism was the only one known to history which dared to make the 
W, ~ ~ 

experiment of dispensing with the Sacred Language. The result was death. It 
A. 

withered away and terminated in total and wholesale apostasy from Judaism. 

Is it well with us on the score of Jewish learning? Are our Sunday 

Schools producing a generation of truly educated Jewish men and omen closely 

familiar wit the chronicles of our glorious year and the noble testament of 

their peoples• courage and sacrifices? Are they at home in the literature which 

the great minds and pious hearts of Israel have produced? Have they enough pro• 

vision for the long jou~ney ahead-• or ts the food.which came warm to us from 

our fathers, now dry and mouldy? 

I have a feeling that we have been growing satisfied with a minilMlm, 

with surfaces rather than with depths, or if not satisfied, then reconciled. 

There are those who consider even the minimum as excessive. If that ta the 

case, then there ts ground here for deep concern for the future of our faith ~nd 

the survival of our people. 

It ts,my dear friends, the inadequacy of our training and our religious 

self-discipline which should give us serious concern even in the very midst of 

our gratifying growth and outward prosperity which delight us all -- our 

inadequate teachers-• their inadequate training-• the inadequacy of the time 

set aside for instruction-• and our own insufficient personal comnitments even 

to those few disciplines which we have acknowledged to be valid and vital for 

the survival of our faith. 

Heinrich Heine, in one of his letters, writes that he once stood wtth 

a friend of his before the Cathedral of Amtens. His friend asked him "How ts 

it that we can no longer build such an tmpresalve pile?" and he replied: 
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"Men in those days had convictions, we moderns h ve opinions, and lt required 

something more than an opinion to build a Gothic Cathedral." 

We modern Jews, have a good opinion about our Judaism, but not strong 

enoug~ convictions. We need a renewal of that massive religious earnestness 

which gave b to our ancestors their patent of nobility. It ts not a matter 

of how much but how earnestly, how tnJardly, how sacrtflclally! 

It ts upon the inwardness of Judats~, upon the intellectual quest 

of God through the time-honoured techniques of Jewish life, through learning 

and study, through the disciplines of the devotional life, that we shall have 

to concentrate in the days to come. It ts with these grave obligations that 

we must confront ourselves. 

'ntere is no longer any nourishing food for the coming generations of 

Jews in any program of revision of surface customs and practices. We are 

really down to the bone already. If, however, at the behest of a faith of 

boundless horizons, and of a tradition which gave primacy to study and scholar• 

ship, we resolve to carry on, not catering to modernity, but seeking renewal, 

not reaching out for discarded paraphenalia, but for depth and irwardness, 

we shal , I am confident, be able to move into the inscrutable future, knowing 

that the jar of meal shall never be spent, neither shall the cruise of oil 

ever fall us. 

My friends, the future belongs to Judaism; Judaism ls the raith of 

tomorrow! Not its forms and rituals•• these are t~portant only for us so 

as to discipline and alert us for our covenanted tasks and our appointed 

destiny -- but its spiritual mes••~• and program•• a message and program 
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designed to sustain and advance human life on earth. Judaism is a reasonable 

faith, responsive both to man's instincts and to his aspirations. It offers 

mankind a gospel of social progress and It summons men to social action, to 

the building of the good society in justice, tn brotherhood, and in peace. 

It ts a faith built not on salvattonlsm or resignation or asceticism. It has 

confidence in man's inexhaustible spiritual resources. It teaches a boundless 

reverence for life and for all that contributes to its roble fulfi l lment and 

enjoyment. 

All these are original ideas of Judaism and they are as valid and 

vital in the Atomic Age as they were in the days of the Patriarchs, the Prophets 

and the Sages. They are from everlasting to everlasting. 



ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Wednesday - May 8, 1963 
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I AM HONORED TO BE THE RECIPIENT OF THE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS 

AWARD. JUSTICE BRANDEIS' NAME WILL FOREVE BE ASSOCIATED 

WITH THE RISE TO PREST:{.GE AND INFLUENCE CF ERICAN ZIONISM. 

HE BROUGHT THE AUTHORITY OF A GREAT AME CAN NAME TO OUR 

MOVEMENT WHICH HE PED US TO REFUTE EFF CTIVELY THOSE WHO 

SOUGHT TO BRAND IT AS UN-AMERICAN. HIS PROA CH TO ZIONISM, 

HE HIMSELF HAD DE LARED, WAS THROUGH MERICANISM. HIS PROUD 

JEWISH LOYALTY, .HIS STATESMANSHIP AND THE RARE SPIRITUAL 

QUALITIES OF HIS PERSONALITY INSPIRED A GENERATION OF AMERICAN 

JEWS, AND PRO PTED MANY TO JOIN O R RANKS. JUSTICE BRANDEIS 

WAS AN IDEALIBT WHO UNDERSTOOD A~SO WHAT HE CALLED II THE 

POLITICS OF ACTION". IN NUMEROU PRACTICAL WAYS WE WERE 

GUIDED BY HE tWISDOM, JUDGME T AND INSIGHTS OF THI S GREAT 

WHICH B ARS HIS NAME IS AN HO OR, INDEED. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. THE OCCASION BRINGS 

BACK MANY MEMORIES TO ME, ESPECIALLY OF TIE DAYS OF STRUGGLE 

WHICH PRECEDED THE PROCLAMATION OF THE STATE, DAYS WHICH 

SHOULD BE REMEMBERED FOR THEY HAVE MUCH TO TEACH. I SHOULD 

LIKE TO SPEAK THIS EVENING PARTICULARLY OF THOSE DAYS, SINCE 

THE AMERICAN ZIONIST CO NCIL WHICH IS BESTOWING THIS HONOR 



IN TH"' LAST F IFTEEN YEAR·, 

A ILLI 
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AB RB E 

TS 

OU 

CO E 

Y U G ST TE ELCO OVE 
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• 

1" 0 TI .. RL . IS 

D IT L 

OF HEM PE ILESS, 

L , 

UT 

0 ITHO T S LLS O voe TIO s , so G D 1 , 0 

yo-0 T :..1 

I CO 

y 

0 HAS E DO , BY TH G TH ous 

OBL .S IT I • KS TO 

I AGI A TIO , DEDIC TIO r ND E E OF ITS L A ERS A D ◄ 0 LE. 

ISRA L co ED SO 1U C DI LYSOMUCHI E 

YEA - B I F AI HF L CE TO TH 

THE D VELOP ENT D C TIO L YSTE Ii STITU O S 

OF HIGHER LE I G , I S ADVA -cED SOCIAL LEGISL TIO , THE AID HICH 

IT HAS T DE T L v~Lo D NATIONS IN AFRICA A DAS , 

A T ◄ NA C A E . I THE F CE 0 

A D C T IVA ITS 

VEALED T THE ORLD HE G 

C NCIL D ElGH 

OYCOTT, BLOCKADE 

S , IT HAS 

D-TON OF IT CHOSE AY O LIFE , 

ITS FUNDA ENTAL PU D 00 I ANT TER STS S A NA 10 . 

LL S HICH IS SU ~H FULL CCORD ITH TH OBLE TRADITIO S 

0 OU P OPL HS 1 lLL-DUS ITH EST! L P D . IT s N 

FOR U A RA IFT THAN 

V 

GOLD E GA VE TO 

-DISCOVERED T 

E ITS FO ND TIONS 

PRlDE O T I 
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NO FORMAL ACTION ON THE PART OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT HAS 

AS YET BEEN TAKEN, THOUGH SYMPATHY WITH THE ISRAELI POSITION HAS 

BEEN WIDELY EXPRESSED IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES. THIS INCIDENT ALSO 

LED TO THE RESIGNATION OF THE CHIEF OF THE ISRAELI SECURITY SERVICES, 

WHO APPARENTLY DIFFERS WITH PRIME MINISTER BEN-GURION ON THE 

GENERAL POLICY TOWARDS GERMANY. A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE KNESSET 

WAS CONVENED OVER THIS RESIGNATION DURING ITS PASSOVER RECESS, 

WHERE THE PRIME MINISTER WAS SUSTAINED. 

'UW,,,111,...fl 
AN ATTEMPT WAS ~11:oJ!~~y MADE TO U !TE THE ARAB WORLD, 

4d. /\ 
:Tb-Y. PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS,(AILED. THE ARAB LEAGUE WHICH WAS 

FORMED IN 1945, AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, FAILED IN ITS EFFORTS 

TO ACHIEVE COMMON ACTION AMONG/'ARAB STATES, DUE TO NATIONAL 

RIVALRIES A;r;.71r USO NFH¥Hot A!~.O PERSONAL AND GROUP RIVALRIES. THE 

v IA--i_ t k 
UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC, WHICH NASSER ESTABLISHED~~~~~~~~~ 

Jco f 
EGYPT AND SYRIA IN 1958 FELL APART. IT LASTE~A LITTLE OVER THREE 

YEARS. NOW A NEW POLITICAL UNION -- A TRI-STATE FEDERATION -- BAS 

BEEN FORMED WHICH IS COMPOSED OF EGYPT, SYRIA AND IRAQ. IT WILL 

AGAIN BE CALLED THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC. HOW LCN G THIS FEDERATION 
9-,,.,,,, 

WILL LAST NO ONE CAN FORTELL. THE INNER RIVALRIES AND PARTY STRIFE 

HAVE, OF COURSE, NOT BEEN ELIMINATED FROM AMONG THE SEVERAL ARAB 

STATES. WHETHER THE FEDERATION POSES A MORE SERIOUS THREAT TO 

ISRAEL THAN THESE STATES DID SEPARATELY, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY . 
• 

WILL THE FEDERATION INAUGURATE AN ERA OF STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST, OR AN ERA OF AGGRESSION AND MILITARY ADVENTURE __ THAT,TOO, 
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t times the t r uth shin'"' so brilliantly th· t we erceLve .it s 

cle r as day . Our nature and h bit then dra veil over our rce tion , 

and e ret n to a d~rmess almost as dense· s before . e · re li<e those 

·ho , though beholdin0 frequent flashes of light~ni , till find 

themselves int e tlickest d rkness of the night . On some the lightning 

flashes in r· pid succession, and t ·1ey seem t be in continua s light, 

and thei night is as clear as t· e day . This was the degree of prophetic 

excellence attained by (1, osec) the greatest of prophets , to horn God 

said , 11 But as for thee , stand thou here b;- fo" (Deut . v 31) , and of 

whom it is 'iritten "the s~in of his face shone, 11 etc . (Exod . xxxiv . 29) . 

(Some perceive t11.e )rop etic flash at lont:r interv·J.ls ; th· s • s the degree 

of most prophets . ) By others only once during the ,hole night is a 

flash o lightning perceived . This is the c se. 'th those of .horn we 

are informed , "They )rophesied : nd did o 

There re some to ;:hom the flashes of ightni 

ro hes· a a ·n 11 (Num . ·i . ,_5) . 

a pear with v .... rying 

intervals ; others a e in t e condition of men , whose dar,cness is 

illumined not b lightning , but b some kind f crystal or simil~ stone , 

or ot er substances t ·t .ocsess t e ropert of shining during t e 

night ; and to them even this small amount of li ht is not continuous , 

but no 7 it shines and nm it v:.:..nlshes , as if it ,ere "the flame of the 

rotating s mrd . 11 

From Introduction 
of 

TH~ GUIDE Fu~ TH P1 ' LLJl D 
By 

oses v,aimonides 

Tr nslated by 
Dr . , . Fr iedlander 
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