
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series VII: Personal Miscellaneous, 1908-1989, undated. 

Sub-series E: Congratulatory Messages, 1918-1963. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         218   81          75 

Twenty-fifth anniversary of service at The Temple and fiftieth 
birthday, 1942-1943. 



LAW 0F"FICES OF" 

WEITZ AND WEITZ 

S ID NEY N .WE ITZ 

LOUIS E . WE ITZ 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 

LEADER B UILD I NG 

CLEVELAND,0HIO 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi: 

Septenber 29, 1942. 

May I congratulate you upon your twenty-fifth anniversaIJr of 
affiliation with the Temple. A great deal has happened within 
that span of twenty-five years but at this time I prefer to 
recall a few of your numerous contributions to The Temple and 
our people. 

A congregation that nwnbered 700 in 1917 now has a membership 
of q:,proxiMately 1400. Soon after your arrival, the home of 
The TEJnple, which in its day was a symbol of beauty and strength, 
proved inadequate ar:rl ltaS replaced by the monumental structure 
which is now occupied. Our religious school became one of the 
le&ding religious educational institutions in America . Our 
library is the largest congregational libra~y in the United 
States exclusively devoted to Judaica. 

To you belongs the major credit, for your ini,:enuity vras 
inexhaustible arrl your perseverance was an inspiration to all. 
As was said of you not so long ago by another in delineatinc 
your service to Israel, you have been a "devoted child of its 
people and a tireless laborer in its cause, upholder of its 
institutions, guardian of its hope, sustai ner of its faith, 
leader in its struggle, statesman of its present, builder of its 
future, drea.I!ter of its eternal dream and seer of its endless 
vision." 

It is my earnest hope that the good Lord may grant you strength 
and health to continue your fine work. 

With best wishes, I remain 

SM'f M 

Mos~lly yours, 
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ALFRED R. WILLARD 

1829 BURNETTE AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OH 10 

Der ~bbl Silver:--

Dec. 10th, 
l 9 4 2. 

T a.nks for the program of the- dl11iversary 
of the rew YorK ... emple. I ave reti.d l t cQ,re
fu1ly, and note th~t their algme1 ted choir ls 
almost exact y the same size as our regular choir. 
I have alre~dy p- ~ced t e chairs in our cn~lr plat
form ana find th~t we cwi accomodate two more so
pranos, one more a.l to. nd one more e~ch of tenor 
ana bass. Except forte temor I have t.e voices 
in mind., and wil go ahec:t.d a.n get them lineu 1.1p for 
Janu<-1,ry 24th. 

I suggest th«.\t we consider r. Leonc.3.ro. Hose 
for the instrumentalist for t he Suna.ay morning 
service. Wh~t do you think? n a~count of the 
orchestra sew.son we she u d move a. 1 i tt le in aavance, 
so to be able to know where we st...AJld if the orches
tra should h-ppen to be on tour fer th~t u-te. 

rone of tne cho i r numbers al .ounceu on the 
progrtt.m you sent struck me ~s belne particularly ~hb.t 
we might w~nt. Spec L:..l settings of •:~\"'y the Words' 
wnile be~utlful, do not seem to rise to the occasion, 
~t le~st I looking further -t present. I hope 
to ha.ve e.. list for ~,o r consider .... tion sh rt Y• 

I apprecL .. 1. te your note, for I am ~nxlous th t 
this occ;.slon shou d hca.ve the best ··e can give it, 
ana on1y b: worki!.g on it ste....l,uily and td.-king it 
over CWl we hit upon whu.t is wwited. 

Very sine~-
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Albert Einstein 
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Abba HilJel Silver 
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Dece 1,142 

r. id l•• uei·tz 
Lea~er Building 
Cleveland, hio 

.~1dneya 

In co..TlJle~ti n C lebrat1 non 
Janu 24, I ul of o le 

o r9prea nt loo d or ione nd 
ove nts 1th • v been activel entified to bee e 
ember• o C •• or Spon ore r r Servi • 

and Fiftieth B ebr tion. Yo s t 1n the 
letter~ t bute ic t o rite 
would b9 laced 1 ot a vers· r. lbwn h1ch 
,ill be ?resented to Silver sion t eel br t1 n. 
It ou er, t t it o this ............... . 
It 111 e ore t . on e en 
to be invited to j oin Committ uld b t he 

overnor of ~t esidents Le • enden, Dr. 
or ·en.stern, ul d, Sen Bur on .., ., r .us, 

lenry on , etc. Th ---• o is o. S onsors 
would be publ .ed n o r r J u. 

1th l good , I re • in 

Ver ... • noer 1 y ra, 

• • • On thin ll v Dr. ird ould 
invited 1n lace or -1 . er. Bis op Tuc&eer is 
· rriv 11n ·Clevel t e cl r , 
h • many friends, ~ht rose t t 1e r o t 
ov loo ed. I spo e to Bird t 1 orni 
h uld rec iv offici l inv1 tin 
1n uired . t . r • ould fr • on t e . ill 1 t 

o in or o. 



Th~ Eoard of Trustees of The Temple announced that The Temple 

will celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's 

ministry with the congregation on January 23 and 24. A Com.~ittee has 

been appointed to plan the detHils of the celebration. 

At Rabbi Silver's request, because of the war situation, the 

celebration will be limited to an anniversary religious service on 

Sunday morning, January 24, and to a children's service Saturday 

morning, January 23. Representatives of the community, and of the 

important national and international causes with which Rabbi Silver has 

been actively identified during his quarter of a century in Cleveland, 

will ~articipate in the Sunday morning service. 

The celebration has been delayed a few months in order that it 

might coincide witn .Rabbi Silver's fiftieth birthday anniversary, which 

will be on January 28. 
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LAW OF'FICES OF' 

WEITZ AND WEITZ 

SIDN EY N.W E ITZ 
LOU IS E. W E IT Z 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 

LEADER B UIL D I N G 

CLEVELAND,0HIO 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

y dear Rabbi: 

Decenber 16, 1942. 

As per yours of December ]4th and in accordance ~ ith 
our conversation, I run enclosing a draft of letter to 
be sent to those who are to be invited to become 
menbers of a Cor.lJ'littee of Sponsors. You may feel free 
to make any changes that you deem necessary. 

As soon as you know whether Dr. Bird will be available 
I shall invite him to participate in the services, and 
at the same time ?rill wri te to Dr. eitzr.ian and Rabbi 
Cohen. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Very sine re-ly yours, 

s ·, f 
• rc1 

- -
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lllr. Pet.or • 
6401 Deni on e. 
Cleveland, hio 

lly d r .r. itt1 

Thi er .. r Rab 1 
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RABB I ARMOND E . COHEN 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

J.:i· . L ... ney , ei tz 
The Temple 
... ·1sel : 10 th .::5t . 
C_evcl '- 1 ... , Ohio 

d _,. . ., ·t ... .:;; e ~-· .. r . .. e i z : 

De E. ber 
21 

1 2 

It is a P-re a t :plea.sure f or ne t o ac e:pt your 
invita tion to parti ipate in th e progr.:...m o f' 
Janu o.r 24th , c 1un r. o a ting _ e.boi ,..,ilve:' s 
t - en"'" - :.~i=t v... i ve • u:;,, at T .1e Te :ple • d 
his iftieth birth e • His re~e ice i Clcve -
l a n hf' s ... o .i.. ~ q_uarter Oi. a century b1 ought 
di stir:c t • on to the J · , ich ~- :.. c · 
unit r. d I ..., eliE;hted to be ble to tnke 

part in a celebr~tion honori b hi . 



THE BISHOP OF OHIO 
~941 PROSPE CT A VENUlll 

OLEVELAND 

~ dear 1 • eitz: 

December 24, 1942. 

Thank you for your l~tter of 
December ~O, telling me that you are planning 
to colllJle orate the t ~enty-fifth anniversary of 
Rabbi Silver's service o The Temple on Sunday 
morning, January 24. 

I have a confirmation appoint
met that morning at St. John's, Cleveland, which 
ill revent my being present , but I shall be 

very happy to sen my tribute to be placed along 
with others in the album. I can assure you of 
my high regard for Rabbi Silver. 

ith all good ish s, 

:,1r. Sid ey . ei tz, 
The Temple, 

Yours faithfully, 

~ st 105th Street at .Anse Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

BDr:R . 



BEnder on 7210 

Onf'I cA-111!0-jewi.s/i /J; lo'l:iaf 
Serving an Area Embracing 500,000 Jews 

• 
1289 Ea t Boulevard 

P. 0. Bo 0110 
Cl veland, Ohio 

ecem er 24th , 1 42 

Rabbi ~bba ill 1 ~ilv r , 
The Temple , 
Clevland, Ohio 

1•nclose ple se fin a 
of 

tie 
o.rticle pu liRhed i h n 
the occasion of yo r orth 
~rticle w~z wr ttan before -

clip ing of n 
my u ) . i P t. ·_ n o 
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o ll1.! tte wh , ou a 
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s y th t the ., 

fee]in s expresse • t· i. irticles a e 
of both of u.... . er ..... ~o is n e p e. s 

the truest feeli:n--:s 
on co: fro 

the bottom of o e·1rts. 

Jewry nee s you now ore then ever . ~here 
are enormous ta sin store or you . could nybo y 

t this ti e act di_ ferent,l h to ou to 
" vouch afod for nmn., , m e er a pokes 

our eo 1? e ich of he"lt ss 
toget r i tl, ~rs . ·11 vour c i ldern .for 
fif years to co~ , n ou y serv 
still more effectively t n until no • 

your po 

rery cora; lly ors , 

CIRCULATED THROUGHOUT THI: C:KNTIIAL AND MIDWESTERN STATES 
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THE CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

Oflicc of the Rabbi 

ABRAHAM J. PELO MAN 
115 BALLARD Datva 

WasT HARTPoao. CoNN. 
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L A W OFFICES OF 

WElTZ AND WEITZ 

SIDNEY N.WEITZ 

LOUIS E . WEtTZ 

Rabi A. H. Silver, 
c/o The Temple , 

LEADEA BUILDING 

CLEVELAND . OHIO 

ast lOSth Street at Ansel Roa~ 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

,y dear Rabbi : 

I am returning the letters -vn•itte b • Dr . Chaim ·:eizr.ann 
and Rabbi rr.1ond • Cohen. I am also enclosinG letter from 
,!illis {. Clarl~ , General Chaj rman of he Cleve1 ard Cof.lliluni ty 
F m, together r.:. th letter a cr.iec . ·--or • ee l und ed 
ollars (~,noo .oo) fro . ernard . iven • 

. ill ou please de"'_iver the checlr o . rr Lev:r ,-rit.h 
instructions that vrhen and as the a)propriate tine arrives 
the nrur..es of Ethel Sc oenfeld Given and ernard B. Given are 
to be inscr ibed i n the .e~orial Book • 

. lhile I h~ve rr.:.. t ten to .rr . Given ack 10 iledeing his checlr , 
I thinlr it vould be well for you also to ,rite to 1im. 

'ii th best wishes, I am 

cl ,- " u, , l 

Encls . 

ere ly yours , 



BALTIMORE HEBREW CONGREGATION 

RABBIS: 

MORRIS S. LAZARON 

MORRIS LIEBERMAN 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

C - , 1 

T J o""f' i" . s and me b r .... '"' B ~ti,.. e 

Heb e·: .)Il .)in e i . e· t " 

t...:. )!1 ic . 

Jf 1 ex 

OFFI CE: 

1914 MADISON AVENUE 

MADISON 6474 
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This year marks Rabbi Silver's :wenty-fifth year of serYice 
to The Temple, and in January e uill be fifty years of age. 
~;e have . lanned to corunemorate these events on Sunda r 

morning, January 24. 

Inasmuch as Rabbi Silver's sp re of activities has extended 
far beyond the Temple itself, we thought that many of w ~ , 
pa~• v,ith whom he has worked 1a~2wvf!n•'itc lite menttmr:,- a 
Comr.rl. ttee of Sponsors and" J.. er~.te-,- :w.e.. take -this occasion 
oreite ~2. Q ... nyi,t,aw. . .to . in this • t,t&Q. -~.-., . ., .. ,,,,_ -
Included among our plans is the presentation of an anniversary 
album to Rabbi Silver. This vtll1 contain the various tributes 
paid to him and -rm shall appreciate ·t if you vrill write a 
word of tribute to be placed, along nth others, in this 
album. 

Hopin to hear from you at your earliest convenience, and with 
good wishes, we remain 

ost cordially yours, 

I 
President. 



Adait on 

THE TEIIPL! 
Clevland, Ohio 

enty-Fitth Annivera 
in tribute to 

Service 

RA BI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Sunday mornin, January 24 1 1943, 10 •. 



THE TIIIPLE 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The honor of y ur pre ence is re· sted t t e 

T iTY-FD'TH Al IVERS Y SERVI E 

in trib te to 

DR. ABBA. HILLEL SILVER 

upon t.. e completion of twenty-five years as 

Rabbi of The T ple, Cl land, o 

on Sunday ondng, January t enty-fourth 

uineteen hundred and forty-three 

t ten o'clock 

C rds or adaisaion enclosed. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
President 

Eu1ene E. Wolf 
Philip Steinber11 
Samuel D. Kata' V 
Saul S. Danaceau v 
Harry Epatein 

Vice~ Preaiden ta 

Dr. F . M. Falkman V 
Recordin, Secreter 

David Wolpaw ✓ 
Financial Secretary 

I. Evan• 
Treasurer 

Executive Board 

Milton P . Altacbul 
Joaeph Altahuler V 
Leo M. A1eberman 
J. J. Baaaichi■ t/ 
A. M. Braun 
M. G. Coren 
M. W. Critchfield 
Jerome N. Cwtia 
Max Bfroa / 
Morri■ Friedman '-"' I 5 
Paul Friedman 
Geor1e W. Furth 
Michael Gallin 
J. S. Gilbert 
Rabbi Harold Goldfarb 
Irwin Greene ~ 
Hyman Horowiu ~, .. -
Harry L. Kaplan \,,,"" 
Gcor1c B. Kath 
J. J. Keuler 
Juliu■ Keaaler 
Samuel L. Klopper 
Geor1e Koller 
H.L.Kollin 
Henry X. Kuta■h 

Albert B. Lefton 
Max Lieber 
I. R. Morri■ 
Eli■ha Papo 3 J 
Mr■. R. Peretz ✓ 
Dr. Wm. Ri1elhaupt • 
Mr■ . I . Sand■ 
Edward J. Schwcid 
J. T. Selzman 
Mi■- Ida Schott 
Joaepb S. Silber 
Judie Joaepb ff. Silbert 
Herman Stein 
Mrs. A. Ture 
William Ulmer 
Daniel ff. Waa■crmao ,._,,.,. 
Maurice M. Weitman 
Don Wei• 
Sidney N. Wciu 
LcoD WiC9C!Dfeld 
Albert A. Woldman 
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