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Tells of Rabbls First—and Last—Sermons|

By LOUIS B. SELTZER

At three o'clock Wednes-
day afternoon Rabbi Abba
Hillel Silver ealled me.

“Louis, I am just finishing
my sermon for the Temple
* Sunday morning."” the world-
famed rabhl said, “It is a
tribute to President Ken-
nedy, 1 wonder if you would
do me the courtesy of read-
ing it and then calling me.
I will have it in your hands
surely by Friday morning.”

The sermon of ane of this
world's great thinkers, ora-
tors and religious leaders.

znd a foremost and courag-
eous commentator upon the
unique social, economie, po-
Htical and international
problems with which our
fimes have béen continuously
beset, was delivered in my
hands. as Rabhi Silver
wished, This last sermon of
the rabhi's appears in full
in The Press today on Page
D2,

This incident would not
now be related except for a
quite remarkable coinci-
dence, This is it:

Rabbi Abha Hillel Silver
arrived in Cleveland from

Wheeling, W. Va., one day
in 1917. He had served with
the American f(reops in
France. Newton DN Baker,
former mayor of Cleveland,
and gecretary of war in Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson's cab-
inet, had told me about the
young rabbi from Wheeling
who was to iake over one of
America’s foremost temples.

“"He is a very remarkable
young man,"” Mr. Baker had
told me. “He will be a great
man some day.”

On the day that Rabbi Ab-
ba Hillel Silver arrived at
the railroad statien from
Wheeling I met and inter

viewed him, a tall, piercing -

to tead his very first ser-
m n in 1917 and then to he
invited by him to read his
very last sermon in 1963 is
a circumstance upon which
1 shall forever speculate—
but alse a circumstance
which will forever bind me
spiritually to one of the
greatest men I have ever
known.

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
was a great Cleveland lead-
er. He was a great Ameri-
can. He was, also, one of the
truly great citizens of our
world in the 70 years he
graced mankind with his
presence, mind and spirit.

eyed, black-haired man with
bushy eyebrows and a twin-
kle in his eves and a3 warmth
around his lips.

“TRULY GREAT CITIZEN,” is the way Louis B.
Saltzer, editor of The Press, described Rabbi Abba
Hillel Silver (left), With the late rel gious leader are
Carlos P, Romulo, Philippine statesman, and Seltzer
'lr| H in this photo taken at a National Conference
hristians and Jews meeting here in 1959.

Several days later I re
ceived a call—and this, of
course, is the coincldence—
from the new Temple rabbi

“When we met ppon my
arrival in Cleveland you sig-
gested that T might call upon
you at any time for any rea-
son,” the rabbi safd,

“I am doing 50 now, In my
hands 1 have the draft of my
first sermon from my new
pulpit this coming Sunday.
May T bring it or send it
down to vou? I wonder if
you will do me the courtesy
of reading it and then call-|

ONE OF COUNTLESS HONORS to Rabbi Silver, this "5 ™

album of new developments in Israel, was presented It was, as might be di-
to Dr, Silver at Jerusalem in 1956 by Foreign Minister wined, an unusually guud.l
Moshe Sharett in recognition of the great Cleveland- perceptive, and, fo= his first i

ers leadership in world Jewry. germon, both a tactful and
- yet a courageous one.

I called the rabtl. He was
pleased.

Many t{imes throughout
the intervening years be-
tween Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil-
ver's first day in Cleveland
and his unexpeclec death on
Thanksgiving Day—in those
46 vears—the rahbj ecalled,
Not always to read a sermon, ||
but not infrequently, in his
friendly but forthright way,
to “deliver” a sermon to me.

Rabbi Silver did not re.
treat. Rabbi Silver was al-
ways in the front line. He
was a great student, a philos-
opher, a historian, &n an-
alyst of international trends
and tides. He was a bullder
of 2 nation (Israel’ to which
he gave much of himself,
in the pioneering days of
' courageously bringing about
IN JERUSALEM in 1956 Rabbi Silver conferred with  the partitioning from which
hisllangl-time friend, then Premier David Ben-Gurion Israel came into baing.
of Israsl. —

f R ——

AT ﬂFFICI.ﬁL EVENTS Rab‘bi S:h.rn was a hmilln
figure sitting with former Mayor Anthony Celebrezze,
vwow U, 5. welfare secretary.

FATHER AND SON who worked devotedly together
as spiritual leaders of the Temple—Rabbis Abba
Hillel and Danial leremy Silver.
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“Rabbi Silver, to me, ra-
diated justice, strength, trust
land wisdom and the struggle
|{for peace throughout the
world,” he said. “He had a
{glow of inner radiance. He
|was tenderly merciful, but
realistie, firm but just in the
condemnation of wrong. He

ideas and words;
but he realized ideas meant
nothing unless translated into
reality.”

“lI have lost a long-time
{firends. The world has lost a
great leader. When the trum-
pet blew, Rabbi Silver was
ready. Hiz works will live with
us,” he said.

DR. NEUMANN, chairman

of the American section of the
Jewlsh Agency for Israel,
head of the Theodore Herzl
Imstitute of New York and
one of the world's leading
Liomists, said that “at a mo-
ment like this, one stands
speachless.”

“Hizs was the wvoice that
Netmans, spsdHinguritite
sumann,
rabbi's Zionist ral!,irhhhh
took up many years back.
“Those were the unforget-
table days. This towering
figure has left his indelible

mark not only upon his)
generation but upon the his-|

tory of his people,
“He was my bovhood

The coifin of Rebbi Abba Hillel Silver h nu:rrhd from The Temple.

lain Dwaler Phobo (Matvin M, Oreess)

friend, my comrade, my
teacher, my leader. Farewell,
dear friend, dear master,
May the pravers of all Israel
accompany vyou to eternal
rEEt."

After the service, Dr. Neu-|
mann felt [aint and was
helped from The Temple.

“RABBI SILVER was
rimarily @ rabbi,” said

abbi Freehof, prominent
leader in the American re-
form rabbinate, scholar and
Bfe-long friend. “Whatever
else he did in the world was
an outgrowth of his rabbinical
ideals.

“"When he spoke, he spoke
lo @ purpose; when he
istopped, he was silent. Abba
was a remarkable preacher,
It wasn't his eloquence, Elo-
quence was only the vehicle

4,000 Attend Rabbi Silver Rites |

for his thought. He was a
fighter for a cause. He spoke
for a cause and not against
people. Hale was never in-
volved. He was a natural
hero."

Rabhi Freehof is affiiated
with the Rodeph Sholom Con.
gregation of Pittsburgh,

The ooly decoration at the
askel was a pair of candles
on tall standards, which stood
al either end. In the first row
of pews was the [amily of the
late rabhbi, including his wile,
Mrs. Virginia H. Silver, and
hig song, Rabbi Daniel J. Sil-
ver and Raphael D. Silver.

OPENING PRAYER at the
gervice was hy Rabbi Leon
I. Feuer of Toledo, formerly
an assistant at The Temple.
The  psalms were read h:.r
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld of
Fairmount “Temple. Closing
prayers were Said by Rabbi
Milton M. Maltz. of The
Temple,

Special music for the serv.
lee was wrillen by Klaus
George Roy, director of pub-
lications of the Cleveland
Orchestra and composer. The
organist at The Temple,
David Gooding, who also is
musical director there, played
gome of his own music,

When the service ended, the
funeral procession went 1o
Mayfield Cemetery, where
Rabbi Feuer read the mourn-
er's kaddish (prayer).
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hbba Hillel Silver and Senator John F. Kennedy a* ZOA's b3rd Annual Conven
tha Statler Hilton Hotel. New York,
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Twenty Years in Abba Hillel Silver’s Zionist Career

Profest at Madisen Squars Garden, 1944: From lafi, Dr.
Stephen 5. Whe, Dr. Silver, Henry Monsky,

At the American Jowith Confersnce, |94d— Al am open air mass rally in Madison iql.l'lrl
a plea lor the Zionit pragram, Park, Mew Tork, 1945,

Pravanting the Jawih caie to tha United Mations, October
2, 1%47; Tram left, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Moshe Shertuk,
De. Silver, Rabbi Woll Gold, members of Jewish .ﬂ;--qr
Exacutive,

Madison Square Garden, May 14, 1948, upen declaration

of the State. From laff, Harbert H. Lehman, Mayor William

O'Dwyer, Senator Rokert A, Tali, Dr. Silver, Henry Mor-
genthau, Jr.

Chatting with lswrael Preamisr David Bon-Gurion at the
dedicatior of Kfar Sikver, 19854,

"Signing in" ot the ZCA House, Tel Aviv,
on one of hiv sarly wivits there.

Lowis Lipsky amd Dr, Silver ab the Sd4th TOA
Convention, 1951, Aflantic City,

Addressing the 57th ZOA Convention, Mew
Yark City, 1954,

At & garden receplion given by lsrasl President Zalman
Shazar ta Convention delegates. Fram loft: Dr. Silver,
Preiidant Shazar, Dr. Max Mussbaum, Mrs, Shazer.

Dr, Silvar's last attendance at the Zioni 4 Actloni Commiltes

moeting, May, 1953, From laft—icated; Abraham A, Reodel-

heim, Dr. Silver, Dr. Max Muishsaum, Harald W, Carmaly;

standing: Dr. Marcus Levinton, Jack Le-kowits, Dr, Morton J,
Robbing, Dr. Samusl Margothes.

- IJ L |

Opaning ZOAY bbth Convantion, its first in
Iuranl, July, 1963,

At his last session of the Board of Gevernors, lirasl Band
Organization, of which he war the chafrman. Wathingten,
September, I19E3,
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