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AMERICAN JUDAISM 
838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • REGENT 7-8200 

March 26, 1965 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Temple Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Apologies for my vagueness over the telephone; we 
had been trying to get you for quite a while and 
when we finally did, you caught me somewhat un re­
pared. What we are planning is an anthology of 
material culled from past issues of AMERICAN JUDAISM 
Magazine; Mr. Kresh, our editor, has selected what 
he considers the very best things we have printed, 
and the material, which includes poetry, prose, and 
short stories will be published in an "American 
Judaism Magazine Anthology." We have received per­
mission from writers and publishers to use every­
thing we have asked -or, including work by Rev. Carl 
Hermann Voss, Norman cousins, Karl Jay Shapiro, 
Meyer Levin, Nat Hentoff, Dore Schary, Paul Goodman, 
Muriel Rukeyser, Arthur Kober, Charles Angoff, and 
many others. The piece written by your father is 
called "The AwesoneDays, 11 and it appeared in AMERICAN 
JUDAISM in our Rosh Ha Shono, 1961 issue. I am en­
closing the article. 

We would very much aporeciate your ermission to use 
it. The book will be edited by Mr. Kresh and pub­
lished by Abelard-Schuman in the fall of 1965, and 
all the proceeds from it will go to the Union. There 
is a token fee for the use of material of $35.00. In 
the event that you wish to reprint the material else­
where, you are free to do so. we want to use it be­
cause it is beautiful and meaningful, and is, to us, 
a perfect statement of its kind. 

Enclosed you will find the permission form. If we may 
use this piece, would you be kind enough to sign it 
and return to us at our earliest convenience. Man 
Thanks. 

Sincere! , v... , ( <A.• 

Ray Simons 
Official Publication of UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS and affiliates: National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of 

Temple Brotherhoods, National Federation of Temple Youth, National Association of Temple Administrators, and National Association of Temple Educators 
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THE 
AWESOME 

DAYS 

SI .AND REPENTANCE 
WO ODC U T BY JACOB L.A DAU 

J HERE 1s no term in the Hebrew language for " al ation' 
in a acramental, redempti e en e. The Bible know of 
no uch concept as "redemption from in.' 

The central me age of the Go pel deal with in, grace 
forgivene and ju tification The central me age of Ju­
daism deal with doing ju tly, lo ing mercy and walking in 
probity with God. Judai m' primar concern a to teach 
men not how in came into the world, but how to avoid 
in and how to repent of in once ha ing uccumbed to it. 

All men are capable of inning becau e all men are endm ed 
with free will. Judai m ha much to a on the ubject of 
in and it con equence , but little on Original Sin \! hich i 

a non-moral concept of m thological origin. 
Judai m did not caricature life into omething fallen 

and tragic, in order to make room for ome miraculou 
redemption. It rejected the dogma which in our da ha 

by RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
piritual leader of The Temple in Cleveland for two decades , 

one of the great leaders of American Reform Judaism and an 
outstanding champion of I rael's cau es. He is the author 
of numerous articles and books including Where Judai m Dif­
fer in which he emphasizes that Judaism "is not constructed 
around any drama of redemption." 

6 

b Lt: ,1 1cf rmulat d b thcol g1cal c 1. tcntiali t thm man 
i help! to a e him elf that hi effort at ocial and 
thical improvement \ ill not bring the Kingdom of God 

an_ nearer. and that the ery thought of man oopcratin!! 
in the . tabli. hment of the go d o i ty i. pr umptuou .... • 
and but another e idence of man' be.e tting . in r pride. 
Judai . m ne er onfront d man\\ ith the fa t f hi . total and 
irr vocable depravity. If man innt:d, he nHl} repent and 
be forgi en. 

The initiative, hO\\ v r. mu t comt: from man. not fr m 
God. God' · love \\ ill meet man more than half "a,. r o 
u. e the . uperb imagery of Judah Hale, i. ··\Vhen I go f rth 
to . eek Th ... e, I find Th e . e king me.·· The P almi. t. o, 
finds that .. God i near unto all ,, h all upon Him. who 
all upon Him in truth." But the call mu. t fir t om from 

man. "Return to ~e and 1 \\ ill r turn to } ou:' a} the 
Lord of Ho. t.. 

That i. why Te. hubah-repentancc. not redemption­
hold . uch a prominent place in Jewi . h religiou thought. 
ln Greek philo oph , repentance i. n t held up a a irtue. 
In J udai m it i among the highe. t of irtue . o oth r 
religiou literature i o eloquent on the . ubject of the 
nobility and efficac of repentance. "ln the place '"here 
the repentant inner tand . e en the right ou. man \: ho 
ha ne er inned cannot tand .'' The recurrent theme in 
our devotional literature i .. in and repentance. not crime 
and puni hment. 

Repentance i not omething m . teriou . . Man i. n t 
a ked to be "born ane\: :' to put off hL old nature and put 
on a new nrlture. The " a of repentance i full defined in 
Judai m. Tnere mu t be act of re. titution and reparati n 
where er po ible. There mu. t be . incere confe . ion. not 
to man, but to one. elf and to God. There mu. t be a firm 
re ol e not to in again. 

There i evil in the life of man and in ociety but they 
can be o ercome by moral effort and e ertion to a degree 
where man ' life on earth may ield him a large mea . ure 
of happine and . ati . faction . 

During the A, e ome Da , we are . ummoned to repent, 
to confront ourselve and our God . "Prepare to meet thy 
God. 0 I raeJ." We are admoni hed to judge our life and 
our action in the clear, . earching light of relentles. . elf­
examination. 

We are a ked to do thi . not that \ e might b humbled 
or aba ed. The a im of our religion i to in pire u , n er 
to di courage or di parage u . Sin i ba icall the oluntary 
abandonment of tatu , elf-degradation, de cent to le e1 
\! hi:h are um orth of man. Judai . m challenge u t re­
l! rn to ur high. human tatu . to Ii e and act a if ur 
Ii c were tremendou J . ignificant. 

To do thi \ e mu t be frank with our el e and. fr m 
time to time, e mu t ubmit to a thoroughgoing . Jf­

apprai ement, or v e ha11 ne er advance pirituall . We 
never realJy come to know our elve until , e ha e thru . t 

a ide the heavy curtain of elf-deception, elf-exculpation, 
and elf-approbation 'I ith hich we o often enfold ur 

Jive . 

AMERICAN JUDAISM 
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It is not easy to judge our elves honestly. Too many 
things stand in the way. In the first place, there are the 

deep groove of the past. What we have been doing, cus­
tomarily, seem right and proper in our eyes. Then there 

is elf-e teem, the desire of man to think well of him elf. 
We do not like to di approve of our elve . To acknowledge 

that we have been wrong eem like indicting our elve . 

Man i very near to him elf, and i hi own be t advocate. 

He i inclined to act, where he him elf i involved, not a 
pro ecutor or judge, but a coun el for the defen e. It i 
ea ier to judge other than our elve . But that i preci ely 

what our religion a k u not to do. 
We are a ked not to judge other men at all or concern 

our elve with their opinion about u , or with the tand­
ard and reaction of the ocial group of which we are a 

part. In a very direct and per onal way, we are summoned 

to think of our elve in relation to our elve , to our own 

immortal oul , to our mi . ion in life, and to our de tiny 
on earth. 

One of the difficultie in the way of elf-examination i 
that every man live on everal level and in aH compart­
ment . When we take tock of our elve , it i u ually to 
our mo t favored and creditable po ition, where we are at 

our be t, that we direct our attention. We look in upon 

our elve only where we are mo t pre entable and lea t 

vulnerable, , here we know our elve to be lea t open to 

critici m. Other area of our live we choo e to by-pa . 
But it i the very dark and unaired compartment of our 
live which need to be unlocked. if the are to be made 
cl an and fre . h. We all ha e blind pot for thing which 

we do not wi . h to s e. Onl by a decermined act of pi ritual 
intro pection can we corr ct our imp rf ct vi . ion o that 
, h re there ,va darkne. there ma~ be light. 

Our religion , ant u. to be whole-Tamin-. ingle 

h arted. It , ant u to b one and the ame on all level. of 

e i ·tence. in all our manifold relationship with ur fellO\ 
m n and , ith oursel e . . Our religion claim. nothine: le. 
than the , hol domain of our b ing. It will not be . ati fied 
with a mer part of u . . 

There are . me p oplc who are ery loving and de oted 

to their familie. and on that level of e i tence they are 
truly e emplar . But the . ame people may be ruthle in 

th ir bu ine . life, con. ciencel . toward competitor , hard 
and thoughtle . toward. employee. and co-worker . in­

diff rent to the n ed. of ther . and altogether unintere ted 

in the progr . of their c mmunity. or in the larger life of 

th ir countr ' or humanit . Con er el . there are tho e who 

are, or at lea t appear to be, paragon of ocial-mindedne 
affable. courteou and cooperative in the world out. ide but 
v ithin the private precinct of their own home~ they how 

neither love nor thoughtfulne nor any under tanding of 
what it take to build a home and maintain it in dignity 
and beauty. The very ame man may be a totally different 

per on in different ituation . Such a man i unpredictable, 

contradictory and, therefore undependable. He i a bag­

ful of piece which have not been put together in any 

olid pattern. 
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It i true of cour e, that every human being is an in­
tricate network and very much involved. Complete unity 

and clean implicity in one' own life and unfailing con­
si tency in conduct are difficult to achieve. That would be 

perfection, and perfection belong only to God. Our re­
ligion expect of u not to be perfect, but to b motivated 
toward perfection. 'Man i , i e only," declared the fa­
mou poet, lbn Gabirol, 'while in search of i dom; when 

he imagine that he ha attained it-he i a fool. ' 
Tineiu Rufu , the Roman govern r f Judea who 

cru hed the Bar Kochba revolution, once a. ked Rabbi 

Akiba, v,rho wa the pi ritual father of that revolution: 
"If your God i o great, why did H not reat man a. 
perfect ar He wanted him to be?" kiba replied: ''For the 

very rea on that man' upr me opportunity in lif and 

the very rea on for hi exi tence i. to perfe t him elf.'' If 
we strive for wholene and int grity, for \ hat , e might 

call organic moral unity, \ ear . ure to, in a large mea . ure 

of implicity coordination. and harmony. Our live. will 

then come to have a clear pattern. a firm t ture, and a 
tandard quality. 

In unifying our live . in tr ing to achieve id ntity on all 
level of exi tence, w mu. t guard our. Ives again t the 

facile a umption that if we are a great . ucce . in one or 

another department of life. everything else doe. not matter. 

But ever thing el c d e matter great! ! u e in one 
field d . not cover up or at ne for m ral failure in ther 
field .. A man cannot . ay: "I am a very . u ccs:ful merchant 

or industriali . t, or a great cienti. t or in ntor. or a world­
renowned arti t, ac t r or port man. and therefore I can 

afford to be indifferent to th moral . tandard and di ci­
pline. and the ethical d mand of ociety." Our religion 

recognize. no . uch . p cial pl ading and n exempted 
cla e . . On th contrary, th more succ . ·f ul and outstand­

ing an individual i . . the more is demanded of him. f r he 

ha. been endowed with gr ater power. and power i a 

re pon . ibility ~ well a. a pri ii g . 
ometime. a nation come. to prid it. If upon it: ma­

terial pro perit . it. out tanding . u cc:. in produ ti n, 
trade and agriculture. its teeming citi . . and it: a 't, ealth. 

~ ~ 

There are citizen wh a. c;urne that that i~ all that matt r . 
lum. do not matter. or ju enile d linquen y or a mount­

ing di orce rate. or I o. e moral.. or into! ran e. or I \ 
educati nal tandard •. But all the. do urg ntl matt r. If 
unchecked or unc rr ted. the) may t ppl th wh It; 

edifice of ucce up n whi h the itiz n , . o fatu u. ly 
rel . ational confidenc . \ hen it i. ba.· d on pov er and 
ucces , re t on hifting and:. When based on character, 

1t I et upon olid ro k. 
In piritual matter we mu t not rea on from material 

trength and pm er, but from an humbl acknowledgment 

of inadequacy. "We have inned. We ha e tran gre ed! 

We have done perver el ! We mu ·t do better! , 

That i why the note of confe ion, contrition, and re­

pentance ir o often heard in the prayer of thi ea on. 

To make a new beginning one mu t be very humble. In the 

long run it i the very humble who inherit the earth. 
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T HE w DOI G 1 1vn TIO , 1 oking as 
if it had been dipped evernl time into 
a di h of quick-dr, ing hea cream, ar­
rived in the c:1me mail a the note. Typc­
\Hitten on a plain piece of \\-hite paper, 
the note had a qua i-militar. formalit 
about it. It \\ a from the bride-to-be· . 
uncle, Endicott Brand, and it announced 
hi. intention of gi, ing a dinner party at 
hi Beacon Hill home for R hcrt Kurtz 
,in d D odie Brand the night before their 

chruary \\edding. Then. at the bottom 
of the paper. a Rohen' . uddcnly fa­
miliar . lark, upright hand,.i.riting: ··Hope 

ou an make it! R hen:· 
There \\a n problem about making 

it. I'd ju t ha c to leave 1ew York f r 
Bo ton a little earlier on the aturday 
in quc tion. The problem \\ a did I want 
to make it. I had pretty much lo. t touch 
with Robert ince l had come to . c, 
York to work, and the fe\\ time r had 
run into him o er the la. t fhe year . I 
,., a forced to admit to my elf that 
r found him fairly boring - in that 
pe ial ,.,ell-let' -e amine-all-the-po i­

bilitie. ay an old friend \\ ho become 
a law_ er i boring. HO\\e er. he wa 
an old friend, albeit a ummcr one, and 
I felt dut -bound to attend c cry mo­
ment f \\hat promi~ed to he hi great-
c. t achie ement far. 

It occurred t me. , .. hilc dri,ing over 
the Februar gra \, ilbur Cr Park­
' ay toward Bo ton, that a long a I 
had known Robert Kurtz, he had ne er 
been c, lied an name but Robert-ne er 
Bob, nor Robbie, nor Bert-ju t Robert . 
I pent a long tretch f the remainder 
of that drive trying to figure out ,, h~. 

Bo ton wa going under in a leet 
torm ,..,hen I arri\ed. no, had fall n 

earlier and the wet lect hammering 
d wn on top of it like glob of gruel 
turned the do,, nto,i. n area into a raging 
ea of porridge. The dri ing \\a dan­

gerou and b the time I reached Da c 
i en' apartment h u e, \\here I \\a 

ta ing for the eek-end. \1.e \\ere 
alread late for the part . Da e Ei en 

a the third member of the ummer 
trium irate from the ro e. Da e, like 

by BURTON BERNSTEIN 
staff writer for The ew Yorker, in 
which many of hi stories 011 Jewish 
!if e in ew England hm·e appeared. 
The Bo ton Dinner Part will he in­
cluded in his forthcoming book of 
hort stories The Gro e, being pub­

lished this season by McGraw-Hill. 
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Robert, had elected to . ta in Bo ton 
after allege but, unlike Robert , he had 
gone to work for hi father. Robert a 
current I emplo ed in hi future father­
in-law' ancient Bo ton law firm. 

I left my bag at Da e' and together 
"c dash d back to my car. We crept 
\\ith the almo t blind traffic to,,ard 
Beacon Hill, lea ing a ) mmetrical \\ ake 
of lu h \\hen \\C could gcr mo ing. To 
mal-.c matter ,, orsc. man) treet • lead­
ing to Bea on Hill had be ome one-\, a. 
in e I \\ a la t in B t n and I wa 

be orning very onfu ed. 
--when i Robert going to become 

ma)0r or gO\crnor or omcthing and 
traightcn out thi damn ityT I a ked 

Da\'e. once he had pointed out the latest 
e r t formula for dri ing up the Hill 

on a lippeq e,ening. 
Dave lit a cigarette ner ou ·Iv. He 

~ . 
n \Cr quite tru ted machine . e peciall 
,, hen the element \\ere'" rking again t 
them ... It '-'On·t be long after tomor­
ro, ... " he aid thr ugh rapid inhalation . 
•• II that' left for him t do no, i trap 
the lri h te. and he· v,orking on that 
\\ ith the maid he ju t hired. he· till 
g t the le\\- f ounty ork hchind her 
a r :· 

\\ ith the m tor and tire \\ hining 
\.\ ildly, we ground lowly and un urely 
up the Hill. tra cling ide,i. ard. m t f 
th ,., a . --You kno\i .'' J aid, ten cl 
peering out the ,, ind . hield. ··( can be­
lie e it, kn "ing R bert. Thi · \A.edding 
hu. inc and Doodie and all that p r­
fe tly fit the fam u Kurtz timetable, 

e n't it'?" 
"Ah, you remember.'' Da, c a id. \Ve 

"ere aim t at the ummit of the Hill, 
o neither of u dared . H) an)thing more 

until we \\Cre p itive \\e '" uld make it. 
Da, c im oluntaril_ pushed again t the 
da hh ard, a if to help the ar al ng 
h~ . ome human effort. inally. \\e ar­
ri ed at the top and 1 lipped the car 
up to "'hat J thought \\a the urb and 
c n idcrcd it parked. 

"The Brand hou e i ju t over thcr ." 
Da c . aid. pointing dov, n a ide trcel. 
He ,, a breathing more ca ii . no , 
,.,,alking through the hcav~- Ju h. •• er)­
thing' alwa \\ rked ut ju t o f r 
that gu :· he w nt on. "e er in c he let 
u in on the chedule of hi lif c hack in 
the Gro e. He planned out c er tep 
and b God it orked. J'II tell ou ome­
t hing: rm jeal u of Robert. ot o 
much of him, reall , but of hO\ he get 
\! hate er he goe after E eter, Harvard, 
the La chool, the La Review, the 
Judge Advocate commi ion in the 

Arm . the proper B ~t n la\\ firm, and 
now the perfect girl-~1is. o ernor's 
Wife of 1980. 1 , od, it'. right ut of 

larquand at hi ,i.or t! Thing. liJ..e that 
aren't upp sed t \\Ork ut o m othly 
for nice little b from the r \C, hut 
for him they do. r e never ccn any­
thing like it!'' 

•• ou·re ounding hitter, Oa\e." I 
aid tea . ingl~. 

Da,e lipped light!) in the lu h, hut 
regained his balance ,., ith a gr,1ccle ma­
ncu er. .. eah.'' he said, \\ hen he re­
o ered. ··you l,wgh he au c )( u li,c in 

, cv.. ork and don't giH: a d,mm. hut 
)OU hould cc it up close, lil-c 1 d 

nd it' n t ju t ur grape . . either.'' 

THE BOSTON 
W I rooo hd re the ,l\\e ome front 
d r f the Brand h u c. It \\,1 . the 

rt f pla c I h,1cl cnt m} )Outh 
'-'IC\\ ing in pa ing. ,., ithout c er think­
ing r caring t o mu h a ut ,, hat \\ a 
g ing on in ide-,lt lea t n mor than 
J "' uld care about what \\ ent n in ide 
~f arlian d\\elling . But rapping the bra 
kn ckcr, I uddenl. felt like a hild 
being dared to pla a trick- r-treal 
prank on the lo al police chief' ab de. 
Da e wa ill-at-ea e him elf in hi dark, 
loo e-hung a . a he tamped the tick 
no off hi hoe . ..Ha e ou e er 

figured out wh nobod -not even u -
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Chai,_ 
Roland B. Giaeboba /Jonon 

Vic•C ..... 
Jacob P. aadia c;,. N«k 

H o,uwMf C,,_,__ 
,olomon 8. Preehof Pit11i•r«h 

f)i,Hlor ol &IIIUliM 
.-\lexander M. Scbiadllr 

Di•-lo,, Atl,,I, U.Uliota 
C aim ltrcls 

o;,«1o,, Tuell• &IIIUlio• 
A raham Sepl 

UAHC HOUSE Of 
LIVING JUDAISM 

Co·mmission on Jewish Ed,~cati(JJl. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations & Central Conference of American Rabbis 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y 10021 • REGENT 7-8200 

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle and Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Daniel: 

May 31, 1966. 

I trust that all is well with you and yours. 

One of my unofficial responsibilities here at the 
Union is to follow the Yiddish press and to note any news items 
that affect our movement and/or the leaders thereof. Thursday's 
Tog Morning Journal {May 26) had an article in which the name of 
your revered and beloved father appeared. The whole story sounds 
esoteric to me but it exemplifies the impact your father had on 
Jewry throughout the world. 

I am taking the liberty of sending it to you. 

It will be a pleasure to see you at the Comnission 
meeting in Toronto in a few weeks. 

CIE:rs 
Enclosure 

Wannest regards. 

Cord)-ally, 

{ 
. / 
[ ~ l h 

Dr. Chaim I. Etrop 
Director, Adult Jewish F,ducati on 
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!ITEL ERDfY SILVER 
DJS:11g11 

June 3, 1966 
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