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2 TllE NEW PALE ~Tl E 

What Happened at the American 
Jewish Conference 

A Descriptive Report of the Proceediugs aud Dra1natic Highlights 

By CARL ALPERT 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE, 
r~presentative assembly of all of 
American Jewry, met in New York, 

at the \Valdorf-Astoria Hotel, from Au
g-ust 29th to September 2 and carved out 
a program of action on which all Amer
ican Jews can agree. Highlights of the 
Conference: 

I. Ado1,tion of a re olution demand
ing the recon ' titution of Palestine 
u a Jewb,h Commonwealth. Only 
four of the 500 delegates pre ent 
cli ~ented. 

2. Vigorous denuuciution, hy unani-
111ou ri ing vote, of the Amt>rican 
Council for Jmlai m, which, dur• 
in;: the cour e of the Conference, 
hml puhli,,.h d an attack again t 
Zioni m in the New York TimeA. 

3. Acloplion of rc!lolution d mancling 
that immediale sleft'- he 1aken hy 
1he United Nations to re, rue Jew · 
who till urvivt- in Europe. 

4. A call for an international Bill of 
Ri~ht to protect the ri~hts of Je ... .; 
and all minorilie in the post-war 
1,erioc.J. 

5. A dec·bion to rt'<·onvt-ru- the Co11 -
fc.·re11c within a year. 

Drarnatic Srt'lws 

The afr of ten . e expectancy in which 
the Conference opE>ned on Sunday, Au
gust 20, the excitement caused by pro
tracted negotiations at committee meet
in~s, particularly in the Palestine Com
mittee, was built up to a climactic dem
on. tration on \Vec.lne day evening, Sep
t mber 1, when the Committee reported 
the Pale ·tine re ·olution, and it was 
adopted amid scenes of enthusiasm and 
the singing of Hatikvah. 

The huge Waldorf-Astoria ballroom, 
the floor packe<l with delegates, and the 
double tier of gallerie crowded with 
pectator , was appropriately decorated 

with both American and J ewi h flags. 
Singing of Hatikvah, The Star Spangled 
Banner and God Bless America alter
nated frequently, a the delegate. gave 
free v nt to their emotion . 

"Hi:storic" wa the adjective most fre
quently used by the participating dele
g-at s, who sensed the significance of 
this event: the gathering of 500 men and 
~,·omen r presenting very point of view 
1~ Am~rican Jcwi ·h life, and by open 
d1 ·cu.-s1on and exchange of opinion, 
formulating a platform which meets 
with uni\·er~al approval. 

Individual outstanding memorie were: 

l. The , lirring acl<lrf' s of Dr. Abba 
Hill,·1 ilvcr, who brought t'VCn 
11011-Zionbl to thdr feet cht>erinl!, 
:,.., hf' portrayed Palestiru, a thP 
i,upn·nw clc•mo111,lr~1tion of Jcwi .. h 
" lalc·-.nran.-hip, , .; ·ion, ourag.-, 
fuitla." 

~- The warau rcn·ption givt>n to the 
reprt·--cntativ 'I of hoth the J\meri• 
<·an Jt·wi:.h Conamittt'e ancl tht> 
Jcwi-.h Labor C:ornnritlt·t·, ~}u-11 
th y publicly prodaimccl tlu-ir e11-

clorst•111c11t of u11li111i1nl immi~ra
tion to Pul ·tine, ;Hui dc·rn:uul,•,1 
ahrogration of tht• " 'liite Paper. 

3. Th«- dignity, humility, and aLiJity 
of Henry 1\1011:.ky, i,resiclin;r geniu 
o,·er 1he Conft>rf'nc·e .ind it C're
alor. 

4. Th«- raging ~1lh1 ·k again ·I th New 
York 1'ime m:ule from the floor .' 
of the Conferenc·e b H:1hbi Jo<ieph 

. 'hubow, of Bo .. ton-an atlark 
which th Times p.-inlecl in full the 
next inorning. 

The first session open d with a touch
ing memorial service in which five rabbis 
and a cantor participated. The moving 
rendition of the Raddish and the El 
illoleh Rachamim brought tears to the 
eyes of many. 

Scheduled for 3 p. ·m. on Sunday· after
noon, the onference opened only twelve 
minutes late. 

Dc.•:,,irc for U11i1r 

Mr . .Mon ky delivered the op ning ad
dre ·s, strc. ·ing the desire for unity and 
common action within the a1·ea of agree
ment among all deleg-at •s. The theme 
was repeated by almo.-t every sub· quent 
. peaker. 

Louis Lipsky rep rted a plan on pro
cedure and 01·ganization for the Confer
enc , which called upon th delegates to 
cl sig·natc their group affiliation. On the 
ha ·i.· of such de:signation, repr :entation 
on the variou~ commi te ~ wa.- mathe
matically apportioned among the groups. 

or the Hine group ' lh,I ·<I, tht> Ct·n
eral Zioni ~. compo~ cl of th • Z. O. 
A., Hada ah and th Order Son:-1 of 
Zion, had the large ·t delegation. 

Other groups were the American Jew
ish Congress, B'nai B'rith, Religious Na
tional Orthodox, Labor Zioni.·t ·, Non
Partisan, Reform Religious, Conserva
tive Religious, Jewish Labor Committ 

l\lore Sp eh ·:o1 

Sunday evening Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise took the microphone, and in hi 
address suggested that the Conference 
deputize a small committee to confe1· 
with President Roo evelt, durinc- the 
period of the Conference, regarding 
Jewish prob] ms. In the excitem nl al 
ensuing sessions the suggeslio I was not 
acted upon. 

He wa followed by Judge Proskauer, 
widely known as a non-Zionist. Paying 
tribute to the "superb achievem nl made 
by OUl' people in Pal stine", he added 
that "we a1·e as one in out· concern for 
its pr<' ervalion and upbuilding." The 
unex1wcted words set the audienr<' off 

(Continued OIL page 18) 

DR. Allll,\ JIILJ.F.J, Slf.VF.R 

The Annual Z.O.A. Report 
The annual report of the Z.O.A. 

Admini trnlion, nffiliat d organiza
tion nnd ugenci , u ually llUh• 
Ii hed in THE NEW PALE TINE, 
have thi year he II b uecl in tl1e 
form of a pomphJ t, to permit the 
rlcclicaliorr of thi number to the 
historic American Jewi h Con
fer nee . 

Copi~ of the A<lminblralion Re
port will he dh,tributed to nll clcle
galc- ' at th• convPrrtion arul ,dll 
L nrnilccl to Di!"tricl c.·hairrncn a,ul 

uc-h othf'r 111f'n1her. n • rNJH<· .. t 
<'Opic.' . 

Tlw '.cl-<' .l'alr&liur, a11 Amt•rlcau Zlunl t l'ul,llcalion U,•,utcJ tu J e -.i,h Aff. Ir , I pul,li,h.-,1 forlnlghtly from Orlol,«-r to :'11.ty, ln.-lu hr, 1,y ti,.- Zlonl , 1 
Orl,(aou,Jloo11 of A111rricn; 1110111hly, June tu . 1>lembcr, «- .-,·,,t 011 J, . ..,1 h l,oli,l .,)!4, All communications .houltl l,e a,ldrc ed to Tl,,- ·f'•r J'al,.~1;,,,. , 1

1
720 16th · ,., '. \t ' ., \\ a I.inst on 9, V. C. uh crlption prl, ·r, 2.00; Cana.Uan aul,~crl11tlon, 2.2:i; forel,in ub crlpllons, $3.00. lc:nlrr,•tl a , rrottd ,. :, t11at1,•r 111 thr Po. I Office ln ~ •a hinglon, D. C ., ,,.,.f,•r IJ,., act of lar.-h 3, 1879. Carl Alprrt, Man ri:lng E,lltnr. 
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Yol. X'.\.XJH 

Editorials 

The Conf ere nee 
Th' :\meritan .f ·wi,h Conference ha:5 " ·on it.· plac:c 

in .Jewi. h hi:--tor:v. ·while the outromc of th :e~:--ion:-
\,·as :1 :::cric:-- pf rr.-olution~ nc1clrc~. eel to the l nitccl Xa
lion~. th d lib •ralion:s th m..:clYc.:: n-Nc by and for .Tc\\·:-:-. 
The entire fundion wa .. C'arric<l out with a dignity, a 
.. :olcmnity, a eon:l'cration 1.o duty whieh lift <l it far 
aboYc the Jc,·cl of the 11:-:ual cony ntion or a.::::: mhly. 
And unusual it wm,, for the rrprc~entatiYes of .'Am'erir:m 
.ft-wry pr ent wcr mo,·Nl by a realization of i.hc i~
nifieance of the occa. ion. There was an cnthu ·ia ·m, an<l 
at the <.::amc time a restraint, which characterizrcl cad1 
m' ting. It wn almo t a if the cl legate w •re awnrr 
thnt their en•ry act would be rrutinized by po:-:trrity. 

Th 'nnferenc had h en crilirizN\ in :om quart r'-
for it~ c-umh •r~um mnehincry, for th, un>Yi ld r clemo
C'ratir procc.· • h • whieh it took '\" n month. to organize 
and a:-:ccrtain the will of the mcrican Jcwi~h c:ommu
nit.. YC't that\" ' l"Y WCctkn<'~-', whieh i~ chnracteri~tic of 
nll drnwrrntic form. , is today itl; st r ngtl1. Th derLion . 
" ·hirl1 ramc from the 'onfcren ·<' ,,·ere thr Yi<'w • not of 
indi,·idual~. not of one organization or group of mganizn
tion.-. hut th· rolle ·tiY cxprr::-:iun of i..llC' opinion of 
all of Amrrirm1 .J ·wry on tlte problems whic·h tli Con
fc•r nc-c faecd. 

'I hNc were . omc quc lion.: wliieh th, 'onf n ·11c·e did 
not ronsidcr. There might haYc b 11 gr nicr din•rg nc 
of opinion had the ag nda h en mor romprelwn h . 
~ onw differ ·nee of opiniou wn:- expr ~:-:cd m· r continua
{ i 11 of the 'on f rencc, though the cl '<'i.:ion to c·,tll nn
o1 her .-r.:jon within a. y •nr i.- nol an i11di ·at ion i.hat it 
" ·ill hl'eome a pcrmanrnl body. Tlrnt i ... irne will donhl 
l<.>s: he mor prrtincnt al the next a. embly. ncl if in 
the interim th machin 'ry r, tahlL h cl by tlH' onfrr
cnrc to impkrn nt it cl ci. ion!=- and th I -adrr.- <'ll

tru. ted with the la"k, indicate a aparity to . . ucr d, 
th re i. no ren~on why the life of th Confrrcnr . hould 
not he prolonged _o long a~ there i need for it8 . rvice . 
In <.::U('h Yent itep<: ~hould be taken to en~ure the pre~cr
Yation of it· democratic 1rnturc, and thi might entail 
the holding of periodic c1ection . 

The ~ignifiranrc of the Confer nee from th Zioni. t 
point of Yi<'w has bC'C'n ad quately pointrd out by ,· ry 
<'Ommrntator anrl \\Titer, and need not b lnbored her . 
fn brirf, the ·laim~ prcviou!-ly nch·ancerl by Zioni1-l~ to 
th C'fT d that th great majority of Amrriran Jews nr<' 
:--ympathctic to the Zionist can!- were shown to hnn~ 
b en, if anything, unrlcrc;tntement . The logical :xpo i
tion of th Zioni t ca~e both in committee and on the 
floor of the onfcrcnce, the <lemon tration of the trr
mcndou. motional appeal \\'hich Zioni m p ,.:.c. ~c" for 
th<' mn~~r~ of .Tr"··· unrlouht <Uy nffrctrrl mnny <lrl<'gatr. 
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" ·ho hnd <·nmr to th 'nnf ' I' JH' without fix1 d 1·rnn·it· -
tion::-. The tide of Zioni. ,; nliment wa-: irrt•:-i:-libll'. 

Zioni~t -, who C'Ompo, d a working 111 ~1jority nf t Ii<· 
dt•lep;alion bor th m~ch- • \\'ith dip,nity :rnd honor. EY< ry 
<.•nurlr:-:y nnd 1·,·cry OJ)} ortunity to ... p •ak wa:-- furn i:-h d 
the 'oppo-:ition," but the latt r d"·in<ll cd a\\·n~, to lc' :-5 
than th' numb r of fing r n one hnnd . 

The eITect which the onfer nee ha :,:; upon .T •wi. h 
group rnnrale in thi:s country i. ohYi(J\_1:--. lb ~piritunl 
Yalu to thr huddled Jewish mas. - who r mnin aliY in 
Europe and who hear only "Irntehr of the 11 " ·;:., from 
oYcr~ as, can " ·ell be imagined. And it. n·main:- to be 
... cen -what Yalu the "'on fer nc will haY Yi ~ -a-Yi:-; the 
non-.T<-wi. h world in ffectuat.ing the cl ci:-ion, 1nkt•n. In 
thi. latt r field the onf crcncc i~ y t to fac it :upr me 
t .:.t, for all the fin peeches an l all th re::::olutiou.· and 
:111 thr applau~c will be a. naught if th r arc no tangible, 
real, . ub~tantial re. ults. 

Judge Mack 
]~y n thr di:-tingui~hcrl array of prnmin nt Arn ·ri1·an 

Zionisf ~ wlio join r].: wl1rr in i.11i.- munbcr in payin~ 
tribute to th' 111 emory of tli late Judge .Julian ,, . ~ f:tck 
1·:rn n t , d quat ly in word· dc:-<•rihc th ' role which Ii 
pla • cl during a ritienl p riod in n\lr moY m nt. To 
l<'ll of hi~ a~~o iation with .Judg Bn.111'1 i • in on of 
th ' ·arly ~truggl . whi h left it mark on the organiza
tion, to li ._ t hi int n •.-t. in iho-:e in:tit 1tion:,:; which W<'r 
<l<.·Yotc•d to the building f a . ound and ::tnbl<' f•onomy 
in Pnle .. :tin , . uch a. th Pak.tin' l '.,]C'dri • 'orporaf ion 
th· Pal tine Pota.-h Compnn , i.h Pale tin' E ·onomir 

orpnr,iti n and it. 1 r d ce. or::: , to t<'ll of th· mildn '!-~ 

of hi f,;pirit and the grcatne • of hi , oul, mak the pi<·
ture fal] . hart of the mark. 

H wa. a compl te an integrnted per. onality, kin to 
.Tu. ticc· Rrandei in his ability to aptur and harmoniz 
the e ._ enc of both Americani m and Zioni!--m. 1 Tn

numbcred arc tho e in Zioni m today "·ho ow their 
inc;:piration, their early gui<lance, to him. 

It i s m tim forgotten, in apprai. ing .Jud~' 1\fa<'k. 
the American and the Zioni t, that h wa~ a ~reat 
juri t a well. Hi. pre-eminenc a a judg wa .. hown 
on many o a ion , and particularly wa r cogniz d wl1<·11 
he wa · appointed a member of the United Stnf e~ C'm11-
m re our in ]910, though h wa. of a rliffer •nt politi
cal part· from Prc~id nt Tnft who n:nnr1l him. It 
.::houlrl b r all cl thnt in crucial ca~r:-: inn>h·in~ th 
tatu~ of i.he Inter tat Commerce Commi sion hi:,:; rli:--

s nt wa. the ba i of th final opinion handed dmn1 
lff th nited tate • upr me C urt. 

• .Tudg 1ack wa one of the giant· in Ameri an Zion-
i. m. HC' will b grievously misserl. 
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TUE NEW PALE TINE 

Declaration on Palestine 
ADOPTED BY TilE _A,IERICAN JE\VISH C01 --FERE rcE, ,vED1 E D Y EVENING, 

SEPTEl\ilBER I~ 1943 

,,,., E, Jewish citizens of the United Stat~s, dwelling in 
l"t' security in this our beloved land, wh1ch, because of 

its democratic institutions and just laws, "gives to big
otry no sanction and to persecution no assist;.~.n.ce," and 
dedicated -in undivided loyalty to the n?ble sp1r1_t of our 
country, are gathered here as an American Jew1sh C<;>n
ference, a democratically elected body re~resentatlVe 
of American Jewry, to cope with the tragic problems 
of our fellow Jews all over the world. We make ~he 
following declaration of principles as to ~he relat!on 
between the Jewish p •ople, the Homeland m. Palestme 
and the world need for po:-t-war reconstruct10n. 

The Jewish problem has been macle ~n? _of ~he central 
elements in the prc~cnt assault on c1v1hzat10n. In a 
wodd wide Nazi-Fascist conspiracy its exploitation has 
constituted the initial phase of the assault. Its solu
tion is an integral part of the conditions needed for 
an enduring peace. 

In the first world war, the civilized nation pointed 
to a solution of th<' .J cwh;h problem through the recon
struction of the .Jewish Homeland in Palestine with 
which the Jcwi!-h people has been bound up historically 
and reli1dou:-ly throu~hout the centuries. This was 
exores ed in th<' Ralfour Declaration, issued by the 
British Gov,•rnm ,nt. after consultation b •tween the 
Allied and A, ·nriated Powers, on November 2, 1917, 
and in thl' :'.[ :rnd:1tc for Palestine accorded to Great 
Britain in 1 ~l~~. with the consent of the fifty-one' m m
ber nati, ns nf the Leag-ue of Nation and with the 
unanimous apprornl of the Congress of the United 
States. 

On the h:-1:::i:- of this international covenant the Jewish 
people :-;e>t it:-l•lf to the task of recreating its historic 
Homelat cl in Palestine. In the course of twenty-five 
years. it ha:- ,ll.'monstratecl a constructive capacity which 
has nlrl':ul~· had a profound effect both on the hopes 
and ou ln,,k of the Jewish people, and on a country 
which ha,l for centuries been regarded as one of the 
derelic are>a . of the world. The progress of a11 sections 
or Pal<':-tin . Arab as well as Jewi h, under the stimulus 
oi the dl•,·e>loping Jewish Homeland .is one of the most 
not:\hl<' phe>nome-na of our time; the contribution of 
dl"'mo r:1tic Jl'wish Palestine to the victorie of the 
armil•~ of the Unit d ations in the ear East has 
~•n a :-ig-nificant vindication of the policy initiated by 
world opinion and carried out in the labors and sacri-

• 11Cl' nf the Jewish people. 

Thi-: J'l'rind of r construction, how ver, ha· coincided 
with :1 ~<'neral deterioration of world onler and inter
n., i,,11:il morality. Chief among the victims of this 
d, · ·ri ,11 at ion have been the millions of Jews in Europe. 
Y, ~ d,,:-pitl' the fact that the conditions which made 
i11!j ' 1 r:i iw the re-establishment of the Jewish Home
l:t?; d a quarter of a century ago have been intensified 
l "Y• •nd h darkest forebodini:c, the rights intcrna-
i •n .. 11 ~ "llaranteed to the Jewish P 'ople with 1·espect 

t• 1 1':,,l',tine> have been progres ively whittled down on 
~ .1:• : 1 •. !, of administrative and political (' ·p diency un
: L . •. 1· h th(' promulgation of th White Paper of l\Iay, 
: • ,'. ' . . he solemn promise made to the Jewish peopl 
' :i , •.-:, 11 allv nullified and the la t hope of millions of 

J, .. i,:,•1":-:- ,f l'~vs thr atened with cxtinctiou. 

The American Jewish Conference, meeting at a time 
when the policies of the peace are in the making, and 
conscious of its historic responsibility and of its po i
tion as representative of American Jewry and spokes
man for the silenced Jewish communities of Europe, 
calls for the loyal and faithful fulfillment of the cove
nant entered into between the nations of the world and 
the Jewish people. 

\Ve call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration. 
and of the Mandate for Palestine, whose intent and 
underlying purpose, based on the "historical connection 
of the Jewish people with Palestine", was to recon. ti
tute Pale ·tine as the Jewish Commonwealth. 

\Ve <lemand the immediate withdrawal in its entirety 
of the Pal stine White Paper of May, 1939, with it 
unwarranted restrictions on Jewish immigration and 
land settlement. The White Papee is a violation of 
the rights accorded to the Jewish people under the 
Mandate for Palestine. It was characterized by Mr. 
\Vinston Churchill in the House of Commons a. "a 
breach and a repudiation of the Balfour Declara
tion''. The Permanent Mandates Commis ion of the 
Lea~ue of Natio-:-is refus d to recognize its legality or 
its moral validity. • 

The Conference demands thnt the gates of Pale.·tine 
be p II d to Jewish immigration, and that the J ewi h 
A~ency, r cog;niz 1 d under the Manclate as the author
ized repre.- ntative of the Jewish people, be vest d with 
authority to direct and regulat • immigration into Pales
tin , to d v lop . to the maximum the agricultural and 
industrial po sihiliti s and the natural resources of the 
country, and to utiliz its uncultivated and unoccupied 
land for Jewi h colonization and for the b nefit of the 
country a a whole. 

The measures here urg;ed con ·titute the essential pre
r quisites for the •attainment of a Jewish majority and 
for the re-creation of the Jewish Commonwealth. 

In the pursu_it of its objective of a Jewi h Common
wealth, the Jewi h people has steadfastly h rtd before 
it the ideals which shall integrate Jewish Pal stine 
within the new democratic world structure. The Jewish 
people pledges itself to scrupulous regard for and 
preservation of the 1·eligious, linguistic and cultural 
rights of the Arab population of Palestine, and to the 
civil and religious equality of all its inhahitants before 
the law. The inviolability of the Holy Places of the 
various 1·efi~ions sha1l be guarnnteed . 

The Jewish people reaffirms its readine s and de ire 
for full cooperation with its A1·ab neighbors in Pales
tine and, in the work of its own national redemption, 
welcomes the economic and political development of the 
Arab peoples of the ear East. 

On the basis both of the part it has played in the 
history of civilization, and of its present achievement 
in Palestine, the Jewish people believes that the Jewish 
Commonwealth to be established will repre ent another 
fundamental conti·ibuiion to the ocial and political 
ideals of the ,vorld. It will finally answe1· the agoniz <l 
cry of the most martyred of peoples, and enable it to 
take its rightful place in that progressive order of man
kind which, we pray, may is ue from the pre ent 
struggle. 
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.We Expect Justice From the World 
By HENRY MONSKY 

IN adur s_ing lhe first sc~:::ion of t.he American JewiJ1 
Congress in December, 1918, the late Louis l\1far.J1all, 
that preeminent J ewiJ1 leader and <:.tatesman, said: 

"The future of Palestine is no longer a mooted quc-.Jion. 
It has become a ettlcd quc .. tion. The action of the 
Brit,Lh Government a announced by its eminent spokes
man, 1\lr. Balfour, endorsed as it has been by France, 
Italy, Serbia, Greece and other of the Allied Nations
approved a it ha been by the Pre ident of the United 
States-will undoubtedly receiYe at the Peace .C011fcr
ence which is about to assemble at Versailles, the sanc
tion of all the nations of the world." fr. Mar hall made 
the further significant statement: "We here in America 
sympathize with every J ewi.J1 a~piration." 

Progress of Palestine 

Encouraged by the Balfour Declaration and the 1Ian
date for Palestine, the Yishuv in Palestine,' with the aid 
and support (regrettably not too univer al nor aderiuatc) 
of the Jewish community throughout the world, has 
wrought a miraculous change in Pale tine. In the pa~t 
ten year , the mo"-t tragic in all of .Jewi~h hi<::tory, Pal s
tine ha absorb d more than 280,000 JewLh immigr:mts. 

:\lore than -10,000 Jcwi-:h refugee::; ]iaye enter d Pal stin' 
~ince the outbreak of the pre nt war. The Jcwi h 
population ha gro";n from 55,000 at the clo e of the 
first \Vorld \Var to ov r 550,000 in 1942. \\ e have in
vested in Pale tine during the last two decades an c ·ti
matcd total of $5GO,OOO,OOO, of which approximately 
Sl00,000,000 came from Jcwi h national and public fund . 

Social, cultural and rcligiou " in litution • e labli hcd 
in Palestine repre ent an achievement of the mo t roman
tic character. The c in titutions arc beginning to erve 
as a source of in-piration to the Jewi h communiii s 
throughout the world. Can there be any que. lion that 
Palestine, in the light of long-term planning, pr ~ents 
the mo t reali tic ingle opportunity for the r ._cttlement 
of large numbers of the -unfortunate and hara .. d of 
our people? 

A Right to Expect 

Can there be any doubt that, con.:onant with the prin
ciples of freedom, ju ticc and ...,eH-deicrmination, basic 
in the war aims of the United Tation~, there will b , 
after the complete triumph of the Democraci ·s, an op
portunity for the realization of ihc purpo e and aims 
of the Balfour Declaration and the Pal tine Mandate? 

General view of the a embled delegate , photographed at the opening t1est1ion. 
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, •: \?: ri ,t'l·r be :rny quc ·· tion that we have a right tc.." 11 pt 
ior and expC'rt the Yictoriou:s United Xation ~. i.:i the 
n :,n ie of ju~tire and humanity to make Palestine ...,_ ·:1il
:d ,!t- to the greatest extent po :::1ible to those of our '"'lt.c..1pl1.. 
\\ 11 11 d, ·:.:irc to mnke it their homeland? The developm nt 

in P:di•:.:tinr, notwith_tanding all of the difficulti s. ~)fllit

ic:d :ind economic, and notwith ·tanding the sctbnc~ that 
l :,\·t • romc nbout as a con:sequence of the wnr anri WC':'tk 
an,! 1111<·1·rtnin appea~ement diplomacy, mu,t be :-f·cog

ui1., ·d a~ nn heroic and thrilling chapter in J wi5h hi:::rory. 
< ·:in there be any substantial difference of opinion 

wit It re::pect to the flagrant injustice of the \Vhit Pnper 
oi E):19? It has been correctly described, not on1>· by 
.J '\\·:-, hut by non-Jewi~h public opinion and by tnk:::men 
in tlic Congre~s of the United States and in the Briti,h 
Parliament, as "cn1el and indefensible.» In June. 19"9. 
\\'j 11 -:ton Churchill, whose magnificent leader5hip of the 
Briti:.:h prople in the present · crisis has won the c~tcem. 
r!it· admiration and affection of all frecdoin lovin~ men 
throughout the universe, made th declaration in Par
li:11nrnt: "There is much in this ,vhite PapPr which b 
:tliPn to the spirit of the Balfour D cb.ration-I ,hall 
i1·t·l personally embarra~sed in the most acute m~rnncr 
if I ll'nt my. elf by silence or inaction to wlrn.t I mu"'t 
n·g:nd as nn act of repudiation." 

The Arab Problem 

\\r arc not unMvare of the difficulties in Arab-J wi--h 
rrlations, unquestionably n,crnrnvated by nncl lnrg ly tlw 
r .;ult. of Tazi anti-Semitic propn.gnnda an<l political 
:-:limu]ation. The removal or dissipation of thi-. cau:--C' 
after a nited Nations Yictory, and following the anni
ltilaiion of lh sourer~ of hate, will bring, in my judgm nt, 
a completely chan~ed attitude on the part of the . .\rab 
populut.on. The utiliz:1.tion by enemy propagancb ma
chinery of any di affection between the Jew and Arab· 
L understandable. The r adine , however, with which 
tho e of our own people who, however earne tly and 
incerely they di ~agree with certain ideological concepts, 

appropriate, adopt and help to pread such propag:mda, is 
incompreh n-ible, and represent- a malady in .Tewi5h life. 

The tragedie' that have overwhelmed mankind a· a 
re ult of the diplomacy of exp diency as distingui. hed 
from rigorous adherence to the principle of ju ticc and 
equity, should -erve as a compelling admonition, to tho~e 
who plan the po~t-,var world, of the bankrupt chn.rncter 
of the whol appea ement doctrine. The "Tr<'aty of 
Friend ·hip" ignecl by Emir Fei al and Chaim ,v<'izmann 
in January, 1919, exprc ed mo t cordial good will and 
under tanding for Jewi h a piration in Pale tine and 
en<lor:,ed the fullc:-t guarantee for carrying into effect 
the cooperation of Jew~ and Arab . for their common 
de tiny. Tlrn.t this attitude was changed under the 
leader ·hip of th l\Iu f ti of J cnt al m, the collaborator 
of the x1 ' , 1 not strange. 

Will to Sur,,ive 

The Yislmv ha eourageou ly continued it coloniza
tion and the development of Pale tine. It will to survive 
in the fa e of all ob tacle , its determination to reclaim 

------ -- • --
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and "labli ·h PalcsLinc n. n homeland, have re isled and 
overcome ev ry fru;:ilration. I make bold to predict that 
with the advent of peace and the restoration of friendly 
relationships between the various peopl s of t.he earth, 
thi:S affiiction of Arab-Jewi h di ·sen ion will run its 
rour,e and sub~l:mtially di ·appear. 

There are different point~ of view in this Conference 
with re~pect to Pal stine. The diversity of opinion runs 
the whole cour~c, from the mininnim, which sub cribe.; 
to the upport of Pal tine as a haven of refuge and a 
a spiritual and cultural center, t~ the ma:i;imum, rrprc-
cnted by the concept of a Jewish state in Palc:Stinc. 

No Special Privileges 

There are some among our people who view with 
anxiety, if not alarm, any forthright expression by the 
Jewi h community on behalf of our fellow Jews in time 
of war. This attitude, in my opinion, is a gricvou" mi -
take. It grows out of the fallacious notion that we are 
a ·king for special privileges-that we de ire to be singled 
out for special con ideration. The sad and irrefutable 
fact i that we have be n singled out for persecution, 
for opprc~sion, for cl struction. Our demand i only 
this-that \VC shall enjoy in common with O 11 ~ m n 
the fr edom. for which our belor" l and it llie ... 
are now eng:ug d in a ,...\,; ict. All 
for is thnt ju lice h l I ~~¢---~----

The National Idea 
By ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

If we 'lllTender our national and historic claim to 
Pale tine and rely olcly on the refugee pli1lant,hropic 
appeal, we hall Jo c our ctLc a ,vell as do violence to 
the hi toric ,10rcs of our p ople. On the ba i. of heer 
philanthropy~ of atisfying pre -~ing immigration needs, 
Pal stine has already done it~ full share for Jewi ·h refu
gees. It has taken in more than one-half of the total 
Jewi h refu 0 cc of the world, and the Pal tine Arab 
and their sympathizers in England and here have b n 
quick to point out that Pale tine has already done all 
thaL can be expected from n mall country anrl far more 
than .mo· t of the larger countries have done. 

It i becau e Pale -tine i 1 he J ewi h Homeland that 
we have the right to in i t upon ltnre tricte<l immigra
tion. It is because of the hi torie connection of the 
.Jewi h people with that land, that ihe Mandatory Gov
ernment in the fi ·t plac undertook 1.o recon titute it 
a a National Home and pl dgcd it If to facilitat J w
i ·h immigration and the clo c sett]em ·nt of the Jews 
upon the land. In olher wor l , it i • on th national idea 
that the upbuildinrr of Palc,tine a a place of hngc <:calc 
.Jewish immigration has alway: r . t d and can alone 
continue to r -t. Our right to immir1 ration in the la -t 
analysis i predicated upon the right to build the ,Tcwi 'h 
Commonwealth in Pak tine. They ur intcrlinkrd anc.I 
in eparabl 

To a k, therefore, the Jcwi h people to abdicate the 

... 
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political positions whieh aftar centuries it finally ac
quired in Pale .... tine, or by remaining ilent about them, to 
sugge t to the world that we have abandon d them, on 
the vain assumption that this would 1 ad to the op niug 
of. the door of Pale tine to large-scale J ewi h immigra
tion, i;, utterly fanta '"' Lic. I am for uni.ty, but h r I mu. t 
point out in all humility thut unily of a tion in a 
democratic organization dr1 end.· not upon unanimity hut 
upon the willinv ~ . tll • e min0rily to imbmit to th 
decisi,.,~- ,.J1c majo ty. 

: '-' 1s folly to ~ uniYcr -al agr em nt among fh-
million ...,. America, or ttmong their ho ·n rc1 rc-

---:-;-.. ,<tll\".C' • here, on all bn, ic problems affecting Jewish 
life. It is fo1ly to expect to. It is naive to anticipate it. 
However, thi • i no rea on for avoiding th :c ha ic proh
lcms. This is no rea on for prevenLing the majority from 
cndor ing the program which the minority may J1ot b 
inclined to endorse. If the overwhelming majority of th 
American Jewish people believe in the upbuilding of a 
Jewish Commonwealth, they houlcl have the ·right, 
through the medium of this solemn conclave, to say o 
and 

0

to make their demand upon the world. 

i 

I 

An analysis of the ,co,nposition of the 
American Jewish Con/erence 

Lawyers and judges ....... . 
Rabbis ................. . 
Bu iness and Trade . ...... . 
Organization executives and 

136 
98 
81 

27% 
20% 
16% 

professional workers . . . . . 22 4% 
W riler-8, editors, journalists . . 20 4% 
Physicians and denti ts: . . . . 8 2% 
Teachers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 1 % 
W 01ncn- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 13% 

~ 
I • 
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Toward Mutual Understanding 
By LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 

Public di. cus ion of Zioni m in 1943 need not be char
acterized m r ly by appeal to pa!,: ion and emotion. The 
cold, hai·d r aliti s of life during the pa t t n year: have, 
in my opini n, vindicat cl a11 thnt the founders f iioni~m 
wr te an l uttered y ars n.go. \Vith tarlling clarity they 
probed to the very es'"'enc of the J wi h prohl m. They 
w re not prophet who could for ·cc the future, but they 
did recognize that giv n condition: woul<l n ce ...,arily lead 
lo giv n r ult·, and lhcy indical d that the anomalous 
po~ition occupied by the .Jew of Europe in the ... orinl, 
political and economic li f of their r pc tivc countri s, 
no malt r what the degr c of so-called " mancipation", 
would inevitably lead to certain dire con. equence . The 
Zioni t have been among the leading cientif1c ociolo
gi ts of J;l).Odcrn times, recognizing a vital human probl m 
and advocating a planned solution who e feasibility ha 
already been amply demonstrated by the marvelous 
achievements of the Yishuv in Palestine. 

The Original Formula 

Forty-six years ago they offer d a simple, preci e 
formula kno" n as the Ba le Program. It intent and 
. cope were obvious. ,vith a minimum of verbiage it 
adYocated the e tabli hment in Pale tine of a l gally 
!=:ecured, publicly assured national home for the .Jewi ·h 
people. In the forty-six years that have intervened, 
there have b n many attempt to improve upon that 
fir!=:t definition, to clarify it, to extend it, to redefine the 
terms. I cannot say that all the e efforts have sue e<'ded. 
Inde d much of the confu ion that has b ct u, , and 

' many of the mi under Landings that have occurr d, h:w~ 
been cau ed by ~ mantic difficulti , the inability to 
cxpre s in preci e words xactly what we mean. ' hen 
our Zioni t objecti'\!e are defin rl in c1enr. and unam:-
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biguous terms, prejudices frequently di appear and op
ponents become friends of the cause. 

The speakers tonight will no doubt speak in language 
which brooks of no mi understanding. And those who 
thought they were poles apart may discover after all 
that the only thing dividing them is words and phrases. 
If tonight's discussion will succeed in hacking away the 
accumulation of many years' growth of definitions, ex
planations, theories, and so-called elucidation~, we shall 
have made a valuable contribution to the clarification 
of the essence of the Jewish problem. At this Conference 
I hope we shall all see light. One need not be optimistic 
to believe that we may lower the walls of separation 
that have in the past divided the various groups and 
individuals constituting this Conference, and, as the re
sult of our deliberations, bring us all closer together. 

To Alter Opinions 

It should hardly be nece::s ary to remind any of the 
delegate~ that open-mindedness and willingness to alter 
opinions in the face of demon trated logic is a mark of 
intellectual hone ty and moral courag . Such hone ty 
and courage \Vere di played in 1918 by that giant in 
American Israel, Loui l\Iar hall. 

If, howev r, differ we mu t at thi Confer nc , we 
should demon-trate to our own suti faction and to the 
chagrin of our enemies, that even when we dLagree, we 
can do so as g ntlcmen and as friend . 

A Program of Rescue 
By ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

IS there a fea ible program of large- cale r cue for 
the Jew • of Europe? Tb::re is. It has be n called 
to the attention of our government and the Ilriti h 

more than once--
1) to curb furth r ma , ·acres by sternly warning the 

gang~ter nation, now, when it feels the might of the 
attacking force, that there will be retribution, and by 
setting up without delay ~ tribunal of inve tigation in 
which Jew , as the chief vi tirn , ~ hould have a r prc
sentati ve; 

2) to ave Jew in Ghetto s from starving to cl ath by 
getting in food, either by negotiation similar to tho e 
which resulted in the feeding program for the Gr ek , or 
else through und rground channel 
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3) to secure the rclca e of consid rable numb rs of 
J ew!:i from the lands of Germany's satellites who, quiver
ing in the face of their impending defeat, may be not 
unwilling to store up at lea tone merit to th ir accounts; 

4) to encourage neighboring_neutral countrie-, to pro
vide temporary a ylums to such as can be re~cucd by 
undertaking the financial obligation for th ir support 
al).d the guarantee of their permanent settlement else
where after the war; 

5) to provide for the settlement in Pale tine of large 
numbers of such Jews as can be rescued, for Palestine is 
not only accessible over land routes, thus avoiding the 
problem of shipping space, but it is, of all places, be t 
prepared, physically, economically, socially, culturally 
and spiritually to accommodate large numbers of Jews, 
thanks to the foundation~ which have been laid by the 
Zionist movement. All that is necessary is to annul the 
\Vhite Paper which has shut the gates of Palestine. 
Illegal becau e it was repudiated by the l\Iandate Com
mission of the League of alions, and immoral because 
it broke a pledge given by the strongest of empires fo the 
weakest of peoples, this "\Vhite Paper is in effect a d ath 
warrant for hundred of thousand:; of Jews. If there is 
till a conscience in Hum~nity, it mu t be annulled and 

the gate of Pale:::;l,ine mu ·t be opened wide. 

If There'A a Will 

A ·ufficient portion of thi • r scue program i fea ible to 
mak • po ·sible the re cu, of hundred of thou:sand 1 if 
there W<'l"C lh will to do it. But, alas, the, ill f< r a gr at. 
alvation is ,vc,:tk. Hence the piddling ineIT ctiv ne- at 

Bermuda and gjnce Bermuda; hence the sclf-exon rn.ting 
r fcrcnc s by our State Department to the number of 
refuge • • who have b en accommodated on our shorrs 
siucc J 933, all of Lh •rn within the existing immigration 
quota , as if a.s.ingle ad litional Jewish life can be sav d 
ther by. 

Of cour..;e we arc grateful for all the aid that has been 
giv n. Jcwi h tradition teaches that even the aving of 
one life is of co mic significance. Of cour c we arc 
solaced by the cxpre'- ion;:; of sympathy from religious 
and secular quarters. But the will to undertake a bold, 
great program of r scue is Jacking. It is a scale and 
tempo oJ, a re ·olution of sympathy every now and then, 
a thread o'f as i tancc very now and then, a little help 
here and there, a bagatel1izing, t.cmporizing, comprorni 

The Organization Commll
tce--JuJg., ,1e1er Stcln
hrlnk, chairm:in, D:inlrl 
Fri d,, vlcr•rLnlrm:in, Ir•. 
Harry Urrkn,an, rcrf'lary_ 
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ing program, instead of a great, passionate, moral urge 
to say to the doomed Jews of Europe: 

"To you, whom we welcome as our national allies, who 
have been the first of Hitler's victims and have borne 
such lacerations as no other people has borne, to you we 
say with all our hearts, wherever there is room, and most 
of all in your motherland of Eretz Yisrael, let the 
hounded of your people find rest, respite and salvation." 

We Face Two Wars 
By STEPHEN $. WISE 

This is an American Jewish Conference. · American 
and Jewish! Jewish, because as a people we have lived 
and battled, with uncountable victims and casualties, 
through the most awful war in hi~tory. Not war but 
wars! One war in which all_ the free nations fought, 
and J e,Ys among the free nations fought as of them and 
with them and for them, in every country in which ~Tews 
dwell-goodly numbers throughout the British Empire, 
the Soviet Union, and these United States. And we have • 
fought or been fought and outfought in another war: 
the war of the enemies of freedom against Jews in ful
fillment of a thousand threats to exterminate the Jews. 
We have borne our full share of the war. In addition, 
there has been a Jewish war, a war in which Jews were 
singled out as the victims, not as casualtied of war but 
as victims of extermination, the dread and, alas, almost 
completely succes:sful threat of extermination. No peo
ple, though it population were five or ten times ns large 
as the numbers of world Jewry, has suffered lo ses com
parable to that of the Jewish people in the war of anti
Jewish extinction. In that war of Jewish extinction 
one-fourth and more of our numbers have perished. 

Tlireat of Extermination 

As every American gathering aims to preserve and 
safeguard America, so the American Jewish Conference 

Post-War Problems Com• 
mitt"e - Jtabbi Irving 
Miller, chairman, Profcs• 
•or llayfm 1-'fncrnan, vice• 
ehalrmlJn, Mr;i. Ard1ibalJ 
Silv~rn1a11, sc.-r~tary. 
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aims to preserve and saf eguar<l America, and beyond 
that, to preserve and defend the Jewish people. Hitler 
said, and Goebbels echoed: "The Jewish people must be 
exterminated." The American Jewish Conference accepts 
the challenge and answers: The Jewish people will not 
be exterminated, and joins in the high resolve and resist
less determination of the United Nations that never 
more shall leader or gangster, Chancellor or President, . 
_be permitted even to threaten unrebuked and unpunished 
the extermination of a people or race or faith. A free 
world wiU never again passively wait for the fulfillment 
of such a threat as it, alas, waited from 1933 to 1939. 
Such a threat will indict and convict jts authors, in the 
sight and with the sanction of all the world, of destructive 
intent and purpose not against the Jew alone, not against 
any people or faith~ but against our common civilization 
and freedom. 

,v,e are bidden to think clearly and to act effectively. 
To think clearly is to think not with confu ing preposses
sions or prejudices but with open-mindedness and c]arity, 
with mind single to the needs of the hour. Each of us 
represents a segment of Jewish ]ife. All of us together 
serve the whole of Israel. ,v e shall be truer to Jewry 
in its entirety only if ,ve remember the best and highest 
in the group or faction that sent us here. 

Treachery to Israel 
By JAMES G. HELLER 

}3y a vuLe of more than three to one, the Central Con
ference of American Ral,bis, at its Convention in New 
York in June, declared that the American Council for 
Judni:m is a disruptive force, that at a tragic time in 
Jewish history it had chosen t" attack and to attempt 
to destroy the greatest hope of the Jewish people, that 
it had drawn an urreal and misleading distinction be
tween faith and people. The Central Conference ex-



10 

pres:;ed the hope th:1t th .\merirnn Council for Judai m 
would cli ·band. In:-:ll'ad of h:uk ning to their colleague , 
the Ra.bhis who con:- titutl'd the Ameri nn Council for 
Judaism have now org:rniz d in Yariow communitic , 
drawn in som' laymrn, nnd ntt •mpted to launch a mor 
inten -ive pro•fr:un of action. 

The mo:-t rerrnt. ancl ontragcou action of thL group 
i • the puhlieation in th e Xew York T ime. , thi. morning 
of a len~th. • .:tatrment on'r the signature - of 26 n form 
Rabbi · and of "' G lnymen, which compri e~ the tradi
tional mi~n'prr~t ntation and the dangerou falla i of 
thi, ~roup. ,Yithout doubt, it inception and it. di . cmi
nation at thi time nr no accident, but cnl ulat <l n a 
rmmtrrbl:t ;:; t ngnin:::; t th Ameri an J ewish Conf r n c. 
For som tim • mrmber ~ of thi:; group haY ~triv n t o 
gin' the impre--.;ion that they r pr ent a con iclerabl 
proportion of the Jew - of thi • country and thnt th 
Zinni:-ts nr guilty of con tant mi repre entation in 
rer;ard to the co1n-iction...: · of the ma . of m riran J ew ·. 
Thi ~ Confcrcnc i. now definite proof that the ov r
whrlming majority of th J ,,·i ·h citizr n of thi:- rountry 
are Zioni.;;t • in tlwir ...:ympathies. 

1 he Amerir.an ouncil for Ju<lai8rn r pre nt • n com
pnrntiYcly ~mall minority of the R eform Rabinate. It 
repr :::ent • an infinite ·imnl minority of the J wi .. :h laity 
of the United ._tat•·-· 

Any group in Ameri an Jc\\·i h life had the rirrht to 
come to thi m cting, to tn.tc it point of vic,v and to 
agitate for it. The Arn rirnn oun il for Judai m ha. 
a mnnher of men at thi • onfcrcncc. To is~ue thi • 
statement al lhi timr totally out. idc it. mPrit or elem rit 
in and of itself, i • a di.~ r\'ice to this rcpn:'~- ntntiYe body, 
and is n deninl in .Tewi~h life of that v ry d morracy 
wliirh thi • .ta ll'mcnt declar • it loY • and . rYr--. 

As n R form Rabl i, n~ n Zioni:.:t, a · an Am rienn Jew, 
\Yhnl<'Ycr mny be the motiY of the' m n r ~pon ible for 
thL tntcmcnt, I denominate it here a. trea 11 ry to th 
cau~ of Israel, and in the wid -t, and d pe t en. c, to 
the cau ·e of justic and humanity whi h our country and 
it Allie arc pl dgcd to ~av and rv . 

TllE NEW PALE TINE 

The Gcm.-ra l Cnm m i11 .-,-, 
• u J) r r n, e a,h n l ni!'! ll' a live 
h oard of th <1 C<>n frr.-n c ... 
Ch air ma n wa!I l ,o u i~ L ip
s k y, vk.--c h alr man , ll c,r-
1n a n Sh u l n, an, a nd arcr~
l ary, M aurice Ii i gycr. 

Set Aside Differences 
ByJOSEPH M. PROSKAUER 

, , e arc t11ing to write a new chapt r jn the Jong 
stru ggl for the right· of Jews. A· one who has fought 
th~t fight for many a long year until I can ny that 
I lun-e grown gray in the : C'rvi_cc of my people, I dare 
to vfrw th· future with oplimiti m and with confidence. 
I reeall th sup rb contribution of my r vercd prcd -
r s, or in tl e pre. ickn ·y of the Amerirnn J wi-.h om
mittc<' , th lat Loui • far ·hall, when, ,vith hi, o
worl·cr ·, li e faced 25 year · ago a i.a ·k like thnt which 
you and I face tonip;ht. Tit n, too, there w re diff r
cn ,_. of idC'olpgy; no rnan abandoned hi prinripl , but 
all pull d fop; ·thrr to a bievc a grcn L common good 

T he Voice of American J ewry 
tatement Presented by Henry 1\,fo11sky and AduptPd Unani

mnus(y b_y th American Jc1ci ·I, nnference, AuBU t 31, 1913 

TL1~ Am ri an ouncil for Judai ·m, a body of 
100 mPn p aking for tlwm • lv ~, hn cen fit to 
i~ ·u n stal mcnt in the name of ''. rncricans of 
Jc,Yi ..,h failh" at a tim wh n the Am<'rican Jewish 

emf rrnr , a d m cratically le t cl body I r pr -
. •nting \' ry major J wi,-h orgnnir.alion nnd com
munity in th Unit ·cl 1 'tnt ' , i • ~ eking to unite 
American Jew~ on a common program for the solu
tion of the tragic prol lcm confronting world .J wry. 

The timing of this a tion mu t b chnrncterized 
n. un~port: manlik and r preh tk ibly frnpcrtinent. 
It i calrulatcd to confuse AmNiean public opinion 
and to di Tupt the Am rirnn .Tcwbh community. 

Today th delegate · h ·re a. mbled, rPprc::5rnting 
cv ry point of vic,v, arc uni cl in their 1·cpudiation 
of thi att •mpt to abotag the coll ctivc JcwLh 
will to achi vc a unified program. 
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Co1n1nlttee on Cru ... r.al 
n.-solution~ - l\lorlim .. r 
:rtlay. ch:iirrnan, Si,t1nund 
\lt. D:a"i~f, vire•C":l1air111an., 
ll:aht.i Solomon Uo,enberg, 
6~«-rt~tary .. 

for Israel. Truly in the words of Isaiah: "They helped 
everyone his brother, and everyone said to his brother, 
be of good courage." And I draw inspiration and cour
age, as I am sure every one of you will draw them, from 
the great wi ·dom, sacrifice and foresight which enabled 
men like lVIar hall and Brandei , ,vi e and Mack, ,v u.r
burg and ,veizmann, and the 1nany, many others to set 
aside differences an l to achieve a program of joint action 
for Jewry. 

,ve have a right to take courage, also, from the great 
achievements of J cv.-i. h organization at home and 
nbroad in the task of rehabilitation. ,v c arc united in 
recognizing the superb achicn~ment made by our people 
in Pak tine, in our admiration for the ::ikill and devo
tion which hn. • tran. ·formc·d the de ' Crt into the farm, 
the factory, the vinryard and tlic orange grov . \Ye 

Al,ove, J>r. Solomon Gol1l• 
n, :.1n, in n C"h;.1r:\<""teristi<-
1•0!'-e. l<iµ:l1t, Conunittrr on 
U,·,c-uc- 1,oui" I. F:il,ri• 
~uut, cl1ajr111a11, I uaf' 
llrtlt•r, , • ic~-cl111irn1nn, 
S;,ralt 1: ,.,lrr, Sf'Cretary. 

)] 

rejoice to know thn.i there are today 600,000 Jewish 
people living under their own vine and fig tree. Jews 
throughout the world, and particularly in America re-. ' 

- gardless of their ideologies, hR. e been glad and proud 
to help in this epic achiev m •nt. And there arc many 
in thi. room numbered among tho e to whom Jewry 
owe· a deep debt of gratilude for this uperb creation. 
,r c arc as one in our concern for it pre~ervn.tion and 
upbuilding. 

THE INTERIM COI\l~JITTEE 

JVhfr·I, 1J1/ill Implement Dt>cb1io11s of the Con
Jereru·e m,d Cull tlw Next Session 

Jutlg-e Louis E. Levinthal, Rahbi Israel Goldstein, 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi James G. Heller, 
Robert Szold, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Daniel Frisch, 
Judge Morris Rothenb l'g, Herman Shulman, Harry 
A. Pine, Judith G. Epstein, Rcse Halprin, Dr. Sl..:phen 
S. Wi e, Louis Lipsky, Carl Sherman, Rabbi Irving 
Millet·, Mrs. Stephen S. Wise, Professor Hyman Et.l
ling-er, Rabbi Jo eph S. Shubow, Sig-mund W. David, 
Hennan Hoffman, Herman Stern, Simon Segel, 
Henry Monsky, David Blumherg-, Frank Goldman, 
Sidney Kuswor·m, Mrs. Maurice Turner, Julius Liv
ingston, Maurice Bisgver, Gedaliah Bublick, Rabbi 
S. Federbush, Mrs. B. J. Goldsl~in, Rabbi William B. 
Drazin, J. David Delman, Dr. Samuel Nirenslcin, 
Professor Hayim I•,ineman, Devorah Rothbart, Louis 
Seg-al, David \Vertheim, Baruch Zuckerman, Edgar 
J. Kaufmann, George Frcdman, Isidor Sack, Mrs. 
1\1. L. Goldman, Rabbi Maurice Eisendralh, Charles 
P. J'ramer, Louis J. Moss, and Dr. Louis 1\1. Levitsky . 

. . . 

• 



12 THE NEW PALESTINE 

Impressions of a Veteran Zionist 
Chairman of the Palestine Committee of the First Jewish Congress 

Underlines the Present Tasks 

By DR. HARRY FRIEDENWALD 

A LL who attended the Conference must have been im
..t\._ pressed by the character of the body and by its 

deliberations. It was an assembly of high order 
in intelligence and in spirit; it acted wisely and fear
lessly with full sense of its responsibility. Its dignity 
was manifested in the relations between the varied groups 
which repre ented all cla!-.ses of American Jewry and 
wide divergence in general outlook upon the needs .of 
our people. Its self restraint was shown when it was 
confronted by .the effrontery of the new paper attack, 
which was like a rock thrown through the window into 
the gathering. The act was properly denounced in a few 
short statements and the matter clo ed. 

The discu sions were earnest and thoughtful, and the 
addresses were of high level, some indeed were of ex
ceptional quality in content and in oratory. The vast 
body of delegates and gue ts also gave evidence of deep 
feeling, notably during the discu sions of the Pale~tine 
problem; listening with rapt attention to the reading of 
the report of the Committee on Pale tine, it broke out 
in applau e at the all but unanimity of the vote, an<l 
with spontaneity in singing the Hatikvah; it was deeply 
movmg. 

The First Resolution 

The Conference brought to mind the first American 
Jewish Congre s in Philadelphia tw nty-five year ago. 
There was much alike in both. Thi i ecn in the 
similarity of the Palestine Re olutions of this Confer
ence and of the Congre . a quarter of a century ago; 
the latter, I may tell you, was read to that A" embly 
by me, a Chairman of the Palestine Committee, and 
wa a follows: • 

Resolved, That the American J wi ·h Congre in

struct th ir delegation to Europe to cooperate with 
repre entative of other Jewi h Organization and 
specifically with the \Vorld Zioni t Organization, to 
the end that the Peace Conference may recognize the 
aspiration and hi toric ~claim of the Jewish people 
in regard to Pale tine, and declare that in accordance 
with the Briti h GoYernment' Declaration of o
vemb r 2, 1917, endor.~ed by the allied GoYernments 
and the Pre id n of the United State~, there shall 
be e tabli..:h cl uch political, admini ·trative and eco
nomic conditions in Palestin a .. \Yill as ·urc under 
the tru tc hip of Great Britain, acting on hrh:11f of 
uch a lraguc of nation a may be formed the rlc

Yelopmcnt of Pale tine into a Jcwi~h ommonwcn1th; 
it being clearly under tood thnt nothing shall be 
done which Rhull prejudice the civil nnd religiou~ 
right of cxi~tin11 nnn-.J wish rommuniti s in Pal s-

tine, or the rights and political statu , enjoyed by 
Jews in any other country. 

l\1l'ack's Statement 

Summing up the significance of the adoption of the 
resolution, the late Judge Julian W. Mack, Chairman 
of the Congress, made this statement: 

The resolutions adopted in reference to Palestine 
are an acceptance on behalf of American Jewry of 
the opportunities for the Jewi h people that have been 
offered by Great Britain, endorsed by France, Italy, 
and Serbia, and which will undoubtedly be confirmed 
by the Peace Congrc . President \Vilson, in his 
letter of August 20, 1918, to Rabbi Stephen S. \Vise, 
expre scd hi complete sympathy with the Zionistic 

' Aim. 
Great Britain has been specified as the Trustee in 

the firm belief that the United States desires no 
tru lee hip or prot 'ctorate over any of the peoples 
in Asia Minor, and in recognition not only of Great 
Brit. in's lead rship in r deeming Pale tine from the 
rul f the Turk, anrl in declaring for its dedication 
as a National Homeland for the Jewish people, but 
aLo becau e of her peculiar fitness to act in thi • 
teiTitory on behalf of the League of Nations. 

It was further re olved· that the American Jewi h 
Congress cl ct a delegation of not more than seven mem
bers to leave as soon as possible for Europe, where in 
cooperation with repre entatives of the Jews of other 
lands it wa to u e ils be t endeavors to realize the ob
ject for which the Congress was established. 

The oppo ition to the calling of that Congre s was 
vehement. The Central Conference took quite a diffcr
nt attitude then, from the pre::;ent. A rabbinical fellow

town • man of mine gave it public utterance as follow : 
The rabbi held that Zioni m is not Judaism, that 

it is often used only as a disguise by Jews who have 
nothing in common with the Jewi h faith and the 
synago<Tue. The re o]ution by which nationali m wa. 
rebuk d wa to the effect that the n\bbi condemned 
eYery unrc1i(Tiou or irreligious movement among Jews. 
The Zioni. t in the Conference knew exactly what 
that re. olution meant, and at what it wn aimed. 
The R verC'nd Doctor Stcpht'n S. \Vi e, of New York, 
who, as the recognized leader of the Zionists of 
America, and the R v rend Doctor '.Inx H ller of 
~cw Orlean , al.:o a leading xpolfcnt of ZionL m, 
did all in their pow r to dcfcaL ihe rci.:olution, hut 
they w re OY rwhclmingly oufroled. 

; 
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A Poor P1·ophct 

And he furth er declared: 

\n the near fnLurc 1 when lhc Zioni i H\\1\·<•11 11 , .t ... 11 
have reecdcd far into the background, :ts it ,, , 
American J cws will recognize the ignn I :-Prv i,·,· , , , 
dered the Je"\\·s of the country and tl1P <'nu 1it, 1 .. 

large by the ane and state manlike :id ion 11 f 
Central Conference of American Rnhhis. 

Such were his forebodings. 
In claiming our rights in Palestine at the Pl' ai · i • ( .,.,, 

ferencc we took upon ourselve a heavy rt':-pon:-- il,i ,' _, 
that of doing our part in the upbuilding of .l.):1Jc..,, .:.· 
\Ve have suffered many disappointments in the 1w,r.1., . 
in which Great Britain has carried out the Bal l,,,: 
Declaration. We Zionists have carried out, our part ,,t 
the contract. Our pioneers have labored nnd have l,u . 
have redeemed wasle lands and planted them, have dr;, •. 
out mar hes and settled colonies upon them, hnx n :t.1I ' •. 

towns and cities; we have helped to build up a <-<,, .. 

munity that has been able to receive gr<'1\t. number~ ,. 
our fugitive brethren and is able and r. ~-,dy to rcc(•i·., 
many times more. '\Ve are greatly gr!l.t.ifil'd b<'cau~e , • 
the successful foundation of the National Homclan ,_ 
and take just pride in the plendid pio11 c·rs of Ertl : 

Y-israel in agriculture, in industry, in educntion 1 in scien,·• 
in art, and in literaLure. 

The American Role 

What we in the United States have cont rilmted i nn· 
little, but it is far short of what our five million brcthr ·: 
in this country could and 8hould lun-c dnne. I lo 'k 
forward to greatly increas d activity in this country f.~ 

a result of thi American Jewish Conf rcnrc. The r1C· 

tivities which it has initiated, the publir--lwd reports <':· 

its proceedings, and still more, the verbal reports of 0 
delegates and guests to their communities through0~-· 
these United States will stimulate us to grcnt r acth·i -
and qhould arouse many from their qtute of apathy. , • 
need ever greater devotion and acrifice, for n ver •:• • 
the situation of our people more ~ritical, nor the Hon' · 
land in greater danger. 

We need strength, courage and determinntion m t ,:. 
distraught, war-ridden world. 

In looking back over half a century of a sociat , •• 
with Zionist activities, my memory goes hnck to 1 

Chovevei Zion movement in the eightccn-ninctieq. 
have witnes ed an important period of our hi tory 
have observed the growth of Zioni-=m nnd what i 1 
brought into Jewish life, all that it has er n1 eel in Pnl, 
tine. It appears to me as one of the grcnt wond r~ , • 

.. it has been a hard struggle within our cnmp against : • 
indifference and ignorance of large groupR, nnd ag:i: 
fear and ownrdice of men of power nnd influen<'< 
hard struggle again t inimical forces from without. r 
the . foundation i laid. It is for u to mnkc it H'• 

and to help it grow into the Jewi. h ommonwcalth. l 
this we need the fullc t measure of ympathy and 
op ration of the whole of American .T ewry. 

13 

Tributes to Judge Mack 
The Deepe L Convictions 

.l uck:c :\fack had lived and moYr <l for a long time 
mnid~t pcrhapc:: the cxlr me ·t anti-Zioni -ts to be found 
:1nywhcr in the country. He had ,von among i.h rn 
do. personal friends, even as he had achi 've<l high 
n·rognition throughout the country as a stud nt and 
interpreter of the law, a a juri t, a man of impeccable 
int grity and a communal lead r of marked ability. '\Vhy, 
: ~kcd many of thoc::e who knew him in his early year. 1 

did he go over to Zionism? 
He came, as do all men whose eyes are opened to the 

("ircumstances of Jewic::h existence and the logic of J wish 
l i~tory. He was frightened by the smugness and obtu .::c
n _ of Jewish isolationi.;:ts wpo a-=sumed that all was 
right with Israel because all was well with them, and 
tli:1t what n 1s wrong, their charity could right. Ile 
was ~icved that many found their lives burd nc::ome 
!or the lack of responsibility. He was pained bc>cau~e 
t u~h of American-Jewish talent was untouched by the 
•• t!H .. of Jewish destiny and the sublimity of the Zion
l .. t drcnm. He had come to see clearly the superficiality, 
I 1 :i d cowardice of a imilation. He came to Zioni~m 
0·1t '- f he dcepec::t convictions, bringing to it, in addition 
t o ta. rsonal prestige, rare qualities of mind and h art. 

Tri · i11 not the moment in which to attempt an eva]ua
., ,: of tl,e ervic he ha r ndered the mov ment. uf

ti..-ir i to ny that it is an amazing coincid nee, an<l com-
r ~m~ t recall, that a our great leader was breathing 

l1 l t, n Conference, representing well-nigh the whole of 
Att • • Jewry, approved almo t unanimou ly the cause 
t \t 1id1 he had dedicated the matur t and most fruitful 
s :t of his life. 

- SOL0~10N GOLD fAN. 

Precious and Unforgettable 

n.ly I pay to Judge Julian 1V. 1'Iack them mo
•. 1te of a disciple and friend. He judged all men 
,t .. : be served in love; he led in wi <lorn; he cham-

• nuse of Bocial justice and human lib rty. 
dn·otion to Israel, its faith, its ideals and 

. hope of national rest.oration in Zion inspired 
nttation of men and made his name precious 

f• U:lb)e in the annals of our people. 

DR. ABBA HILLEL ILVER. 
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rncnts in belrnli l' • f p l r ... 1>:1-1 :-; or a c- 1n 
tc tify. Those l• .. .. ,·n· pri,·ill'ged to work 
clo...,cly \vith him 1, , ... , . 

1 
. ,,:· !ti, qualities of leader

ship, und for hi · , .. , , t :: ,-:--,- :iml ·incerity. A gr at 
judge, American, Z • . ... 1• ,kw. he hns l ft an ind lible 
impre"s on the hi:,ll' - , ,ii !ti, tilllc. 

ROBERT SzoLD. 

Eiul of a Chapter 

The pas i~g of Judge l\1ack has brought to a clo~e 
a chapter in American J ewlsh history from ,vhich the 
pre ·ent Jewish leadership has drawn valuable experience 
and guidance. 

As a close associate of the late Supreme Court Ju tice 
Louis D. Brandeis, Judge Mack was both a directing 
and inspirational force during the first ,v orld \Var in 
securing for the oppre~ ed Jewi h communitie in Cen
tral and Ea tern Europe the rights of equal citizen. hip. 
Elected Pre ident in 1918 of the newly recon~titutcd 
Zionist Organization of America, Judge l\Iack' tenure 
of office marked a turning point in the history of the 
Zioni t movement in this c untry. Applying his judi
cial mind and vi. ion to the furtherance of the iclenl 
which wa so dear to hi· heart, Judge l\Iack, as head 
of the mov ment, wrought a phenom nnl change in the 
organizational structure of the organization. ml r hi:· 
pre iclency the Zioni -t movement in the nit cl tntc 
gained imrnea urably in memb r ·hip and pre ·lig . 

EYcn in the year of his failing health he retained 
hi abiding interc ·t in the progre-s of the Zio11i:•:t movc
m 'nt. During the two years in which I haY en' d 
n: Prcjclent of the Zioni t Organization of Am •rica I 
have derived much in piration from the p ·r onal contact 
which I ,,·n privilt'g 1 to have with Judg :Mack. On 
numerou • occn ·ion , wh n confront d with tryinCT prob
lem·, I was fortified by him in the carrying out of diffi
cult Zi nist tn1-k . Hi· pa~ ~ing i a Joe::~ not only to 
Zionism but to . mcrica a· a whol 

J ·ncE Lovr,· E. LE,·1xTHAL . . 

Rendered Hi ·toric Service 

The death of Judg Julian ,v. l\Iack ha taken from 
u one of the mo t honored and di tingui h d figur • 
in American and Jc,,·i .. h }if . I had th privilccre f 
working clo~ by the side of Jud<Ye :l\Iack for mor bthan 
two decade..:, and came to know him a a jmi,t who 
ra11kcd with th forcmo , t judge on th Federal b nch. 

He wa , an American pa::; ionat ly d Yotcd to funda
mental Am ri ·an conr pt: of fr c !om; n. proud an I 
courap;cous J w ,,·ho thoroughly undcr.-toocl the prob
I 'm:- of his propl ; a Zioni:3 t who brought prestige, honor 
and influ<'nc to }1i cnwe. Judg<' l\lack ·triki11gly illu~
trn.lcd th p int in th c::ame way a::5 did hi , illu ·triou, 
co-worker, Loui • D. Brandci ·: that Americani. m and 
Zioni:-rn arc wholly ompntiblc; that nn c:-:1 ou~nl of 
Zioni,;;m i • bul an cxtcn<::ion of Am ri an princip1c of 
lib rty nnd democracy appli d to the Jewi ·h p plc. 

THE NEW PALE~TJNE 

As Pre. ident of the Zioni::-t Organization of . .\ mericn, 
as first chairman of the Jc-wish cl legati n: at th Peace 
Confereuce following the fir:st \Vorld \Var, m1ll in counl
le , other direction::;, Judge l\,Iack ren<l r d inf'5timable 
and hi~toric ervi e. Ahvay stre • i11g fundamental·, 
always bringing hi unmistakable integrity to b ar upon 
the olution of the problem· he dealt with, Juclge )lack's 
pas ing is an irreparable lo • to America to I -rael to 

' ' the Zioni~t movem nt. 
JuoGE MoRRrs RoTHE~BERG. 

Spokesn1an and Leafler 

Judge l\,lack has been a estor jn the Zioni:i move
ment in America. He came to Zioni m throuah intef-C> 

lectual conviction in the mature years of his life, after 
a judicial weighing of the variou factor involved in 
the Jewi-h problem. ,. He brought to it a vigor and clarity 
of his brilliant mind a,nd the rigid integrity of hi· oul. 
As Pre~ident of the Zioni ' t Organization of America 
he was a spoke ~man and leader during a momentou 
period in the hi::1tory of Zionism. 

Judge lVIack's name in the annal of American Zionism 
wi11 be recalled a]ong ·i<le that of the late Ju. tic Loui 
D. Dran<lei •. Like Brand ,j he by his public cnrccr nnd 
by his 1rleals exemplified the utter congeniality, nay the 
con ·anguinity, between Arn ricani -·m nnd Zioni ·m. A 
whole gcm·ration of American Jew have been inAucnc d 
by his "Xample. 

" ' lwn Pale -tine will lw rc-c tabli lic<l a: a .J wi ·h 
ommonwealth, as indeetl it must be if thcr i:s tm 

a con -ci n lcft in humanity, Julian Mark'~ Zioni .. m 
will hnv it " fulfillm nt at Ia~t. 

DR. ISRAEL ,OLDiHElN. 

Th .. hlg Mlg n leave no room lor tloul,l thal crvlce mt'n are Wt'lcomc al 1hi • 
rccrratlon c:e11lt'r In Pale lint". 
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The Delegates Appraise the Conference 
~tatements by Representatit·L J , _: ... _ ·:i· ,.n A u·arencss of the ignificance 

of the As e111[,h. l. • • . ·~-== . . D;..n oc,·ac:·, Action·. 

Organic Unity of Ant<:'rican J,·" .. 
It i_s ii~pos~ible_ at this early ~lat~ to appra :,,- :· .·. , . _ 

reach mg 1mphcat1ons the deep significance 1,i • 1 .. • • 

of the American Jewish Conference and of th/;;' .: •. • - • 
effi~ient manner in which the_ Conference c-anii•d ·:·. ·.--~··r /~. 
which had been entrusted to 1t. But one thin~ it • . • • • 
demonstrated beyond a peradventure of doub : ;·, •. :: ~ ' 
that it can _become the_long-sought-f?r mclti11!1-J•:• t ~c; i._· ·_-_. 
one. ?rgamc community all Am~ncan Jew::, rt·.·:, ~.·,., , 
nativity, world-outlook or econo1mc status anti • 1 • / _ . : 
is the only cau~e which can provide the' nl'Cl·. \:~--~ i· ..... ·, 
effect uch fus10n. • • • 

New York, N. Y. 

A New Era in Jewish History 
The American Jewish Conference presented n ni i,:l. : ·. ,. .. : 

lenge to American Jewry, which has been fulh· u ,-~ · t ,. • 
complete satisfaction of all elements of J wrv. • •• 

Viewing the totality of Jewish life and reco~11i"': , .. o1 , , ... 

Jews we were confronted with the immediate n" ", .: , !•,. 

post-war problem of saving the Jewish 7Jco71fr. and t• ~ ,. . ,. , 
the rescue of individuals, and with a courag-<' nw. : t<"• • ! - -

a people so outraged, the Conference has initiatl-cl a ? ,. ,. ~ 
in the history of American and World Jewry. It ~1 .; .., 
almost complete unanimity, justly ueman<ling- th,- ~ .. , ... s' 

tution of Palestine as a Jewish Commonw •alth. 
From this Conference, American ,Jewry ha -: 1·m ,: . .. • , 

united Jewry, entitled to be proud of its acet•m1 ,::, : •• ,-· · 
I have every confidence that soon a new day wi ,l ,1.,\ : ,., 

justice to the Jew throughout the World. 
I am proud that I had a share in this nw11101 11!,: , , .- • 

Jewi h life, however mall it may ha\'c h l'll . 
- JUDGE EMA:-;t · r.1, ;1:> I •. n

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

An E1notional Expc•rie1u·,· 
It is impossible at this time to apprai~e the :-ii.:n1f:~·--r ,,.. • 

the great meeting just ended. It struck nw, """ ', , • ' 
as an emotional experience it was without parn ll, \ • • 
openinK meeting, and at thf' 1\ •dnC'stlay l' \'<•r :11·~· • •• , • 
when the Palestine Re. olution received th 11ln111 :. · , !" 

support of American Jewry, the room • •enwd lill ,·d ·• •, • 
flowing. It was filled not only with th<' tlwu :.r ! • ~ • 
living, but there seemed a]so the spirits of ma Y :! .. r, 
have prayed and lived and di d for the stat.Ii ! rn ,·· : • ~ • 
ideal brought closer by this historic me ting. 

Zionism has always combined reason and \ ' ll\llt i,, n J:, • • 
ruled at the Conference in th pirit of mo,kr:,t i"11 r.: < ~ 
cession from many groups. Emotion al.-o intlul·r11·t· I .. :· .. 
us-emotion for our stricken brethren to be t nrn,lt,tr 1 1·: 
action, enthusiastic con ecration to an ideal thnt l't'\·m• r • .- · .
rea1ization, prayerful thankfulness that we un• 1..-nr- 1~~ ... J 
to see this new day of greater unity for g-rcatC'r "..ri. 

-ISAA S. Ho .t• 

New Orleans, La. 

.. Landmark in Zioni t Hi~tory 
The American Jewish Conference demon. trnh.•tl th,· " · :r·. ~ 

of age of the American Jewish community. Jl' "~ L ,. ,.~ ... 
over viewed the proceedings of this as:-: 111\.l~· " 1tl\ _r·" - · 
anxiety and with prayerful expectation. . Ind• ·•:◄ !. ~-·, :··. 
have witnessed and participated in the dc!Jlwnitw n" •· t . s.. 

Conference can now testify to its hi toric g-ra:1dt·ur. . 
\Vith uncommon earne tness and deep concl'rn, t~·i · '· 

ference recalled the story of Jewi h sulkrirw. ,i.-:· .1 • , '. 

the implementation of rescue and reJief m •11:-un•, , p· •;•• ,· 
a post-war program of compelling justice an<! nl(lri 1• ' ~:· ···' 
and proclaimed the inde!<tructibility of Israel:- will • j 1 

' c • 

Of transcending significance was the univcr!-nl u ~ ,t' : ': :: 
unanimou~ acceptance of the Zionist program c:1I :r., : • • ., 
recreation of Pale tine as a Jewish Commonw •alth. 1 

l•. ~ r ", 

Z• • h d d h A • J \\T\' h11 ,I r• :-1 r • 
10m. ts ave cont.en e t at mencan l' • 1 1 '.' ~ .• 

rea1ize t.he centrality of the Zionist itl a :tt),I 1'· ' ·' 
solution of the Jewish problem. This contcnti~n " • :: .1. 

A Spur to Zioni t Deteru1ination 
•ni toric'' has lost much of its power and sig

. irtue of frequent and loose usage. It may, how-
1 and unre~ervedly be applied in all of its original 
t t American Jewish Conference which was re

t . This great convocation ~•as tru]y hi toric, 
by virtue of what wa acCOf!1~l!s!1ed, as by reason 

_ 1.,l: st symbolizes, and the poss1b1hti~s for the future 
s and re,·eals. The e accomph hments can be 

~ • ~ ri%ed. 
•. w:i •l ideal, it has been clearly demon trated by 

,~. , i not the concern of a fringe of the Jewish 
.• t is the object of sympathetic inter st by 

. 'min,: body of American Jewry. Zionism is now 
:t"t' to the aspirations of American Jewry as a 
r•nlitm. 

, ~tr n:prt:sentatives affiliated with various trends 
impres~ed, in a more dramatic and emphatic 
fore, by the intimate inter-relationship be

rid problems of the Jewish p oplc c,ery
lution offered by b'retz Yisrael. The ]inc 

tr wn bctwC<'n the 1·ealiti s of the JewL h situa
thc rebuilding of the homeland is artificial 

<': !.-~n~c has hown that despite the bailing 
• Jr ~ h bl s nnd ideologies, a practical unity in 

. ..... ! !'l! ommon action can be achieved. uch 
1 ·r- r mnin in the realm of pious wi:hes. 

•t' ! dic;cipline in Am rican Jewish lif is 
L._ . ... ,......,.... t bt-ini.: dcve]oped. The repudiation of the 

:,• di for Judaism bv the Conference was a 
' r. ~hy. The American Council for Judai~m 

rac.ized because it had the braz nness 
llC't'tive v.;11 of American J wry as ex

of;rtf rence. 
i h Con! erence shou]d act for us Zioni. ls 

pur to our determination and our z al. 
.ions or utterances of a few irreconcilable 

-inrard drawing trength from the knowl
rl r American Jewry beats for Zionist 

• ·-RABBI MORRIS ADLER. 
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Jewry and that it spoke for the welfare of fellow Jews the 
world 'over. Significant was the recognition by the whole of 
American Jewry that the Jews are a people, that Palestine 
is the Jewish Homeland, and that the gates of Palestine must 
be opened wide to the Jewish people. To all of this there 
wag not a dissenting vote or voice. The Conference also dem
onstrated that the Zionists are not a "small vocal minority" 
as had at times been charged, but that, with the exception 
of a very tiny minority, the Zionists actually express the 
view of the whole of American Jewry. 

-JUDGE LEWIS GOLDBERG. 
Brookline, Mass. 

The Supren1e Democratic Bocly 
The great, heartening, bracing news is that at last the 

mighty giant that is American Jewry has shaken off his 
drugged slumber and has arisen to the full consciousness 
of his power. The American Jewish Conference has vindi
cated the courage, intelligence and honor of American Israel. 

The American Jewish Conference emerges as the supreme 
democratically chosen body of American JewnJ. The cry for 
unity in American Israel, for a single forum for the defense 
of Jewish rights, has at last been heeded. The effort .to 
sabotage the Conference has proved a boomerang. Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform, labor and business, Zionist and 
non-Zionist, all are component members of the Jewish people 
and all are represented in the Conference, which safeguards 
alike the will of the majority and the rights of the minority. 

The Conference is dedicated to the conviction that tl1e 
preservation of Jewish life and aspirations is not a minor 
problem that can wait for disposal at some unspecified future 
date. The Conference has demanded active ·moves now, by 
the United Nations, for saving the lives of the victims of 
Nazism, and for the international outlawry of Anti-Se1nitism, 
as the moral cancer of the twentieth century. These goals 
must be recognized as prime military objectives and inescapa
ble moral obligations. 

The American Jewish Conference has demonsti·ated its 
stalwart Americanism in calling for the establishment of the 
Bill of Rights of our immortal Constitution as part of the 
international law of mankind. The world cannot endure half
slave and half-free. As Americans, we are determined to 
make it safe for freedom. 

Lastly, and most significantly, the American Jewish Con
ference has demonstrated that American Jewry stands four
square behind the ideals of Palestine and the Jewish Home
land. Even the delegates who are non-Zionist demanded the 
immediate abrogation of the White Paper and mass Jewish 
immigrr tion into Palestine under the direction of the Jewish 
Agency. By an overwhelming majority, the Conference 
went on record to demand the attainment of a Jewi h majority 
and the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Pal
estine, in which the rights of all other groups would be 
guaranteed in the letter and the spirit. 

Over forty years ago Herzl addressed a group of French 
Jewish students and said to them: "Jene v01,s dis pas encore, 
'lvlarchonsl' Je vous dis seitlement, 'Debout!'" "I am not 
yet saying to you 'Let us march'; I only say 'arise'." 

American Jewry has now arisen. With God's help it will 
go forward! 

-DR. ROBF.RT GORDIS. 
Rockaway Park, N. Y. 

Political l\Iaturity of the Jew 
What did the Conference achieve? Is that not the question 

which will now be posed to the 500 delegates in an effort to 
determine if the hopes which were engendered for its success 
have materialized? And what will be the answer? What 
will the delegates who came from Sh1·eveport, from Nash
ville, from Seattle, from Los Angeles as well as those who 
came from communities n arer to New York reply? ,vm 
the del gates merely report, as is already being done in the 
press, that the rai on d'etre of the Conference was merely 
to accomplish unanimity on the Pale ·tine resolution? To 
render such a statement is, in my opinion, to miss entirely 
the point and the significance of the Conference. 'l'ruc, 
indeed, th• high point of the Conference was the thrilling 
climax when the re olution concerning, among other items, 
the propo:,;al that Palestine be constituted as a Jewish Com
monwealth, was adopted by all the delegates of varying 
shades of opinion; but, a· a symphony cannot d p nd for its 
effcctivenes • merely on it climax (no rnatter how hl"illiantly 
executed) so, too, the Conference cannot be measured in 
t rms of one re.·olution. 

To me the Conference mirrored the political maturity which 
we arc developing; for even as people the world over with a 
minimum of dissenter are now accepting the belief that 

THE NEW PALESTINE 

nations can, and shoul<l, federate for the common ~ood of 
all upon a common anvil of action; so too ar we Jews 
acceptin.~ the same dictum that Jewi:h organizations (which 
in a political sense are not unlike minor sovereign authori
ties) for their common weal should organize a deliberative 
body · based upon· democratic repr sentation, in order that 
without lo s of autonomy ihcir representatives can meet and 
effectively shape and adopt a common policy. 

That is the significance of the Conference. And if we 
hold fast to such concepts, we may ultimately evolve (even 
within the framework of the call of the Conference) an 
as embly which can attempt to solve the many problems 
with which we Jews are faced and which hitherto have gone 
unanswered, only because there was considerable di5parity 
in our organizational approach. 

-SEYMOUR R. LEVINE. 
Peekskill, N. Y. 

Beyond the Conference 
No one who witnessed or participated in the American 

Jewish Conference could fail to be impressed by the earnest
ness, dignity, and forthrightness of that historic assembly. 
It may well be said that there American Israel rose to its 
responsibilities and to the challenge of the hour. 

For us Zionists this conclave, which cut acros • all social, 
i<leologic, and organizational lines, was fraught with added 
significance and invested with solemn implications. Hitherto, 
it was left to the Zionists to be the standard bearers of the 
ideals for which Herzl laid down his life, the pioneers of 
Palestine labored, and Zionists everywhere poured forth their 
soul-force. Now it can he said that all American Jewry has 
taken up the banner under which we go forward for the 
redemption of our people and the fulfillment of our destiny. 
. This enlargement is far from carrying with it a release 

or diminution of responsibility. On the contrary, Zionists 
must do more, think harcler, and serve more loyally than 
ever before. ,ve have reached a great landmark. Rebuilding 
of Palestine, the implementation of Jewish rights to our 
ancient Homeland, setting fh·m the foundations for the re
establishment of the .Tewish Commonwealth, these have 
become the purposes of a united American Jewry. The era 
of proJ> gan<la in our mi<h;t draws to its clo!-\e. With the 
American Jewish Conference a new era opens. ,vc have 
tol<l each other. Now we must tell the world. \Ve have pro
duced a sample of what Jewish dedication to Zionist ideals 
can achieve. This is what tl1e Jewi h National Home has 
been thus fa1·. Now we must complete the task! May the 
spirit and the strength that brought American Jewry together 
find their fulfilment in a noble· Jewish Commonwealth ex
pres ive of the ideals of the vrophets of Israe, and of the 
undimmed fervor and brotherliness of Israel today! 

-TAMAR DE SOLA POOL. 
New York .City. 

The Triu1nph of an Ideal 
From the opening prayer until the solemn and sacred 

moment when delegates, by a show of their credentials, 
voted for the Commonwealth resolution, the Conference was 
marked by its earnestness, impressiveness and significant 
achievements. 

Once again there is confirmation of the fact that whenever 
all e1ei;nents of our people are given the opportunity to 
express the feelings which tie them with Palestine, the answer 
is always the same. The American Jewish Conference has 
shown more than this. The maximalist program of the Zion
ist ani maaniin was adopted. 

It is clear that the Palestine resolution was the main 
achievement at the Conference. It was an ideological triumph, 
the triumph of an idea1. From a negligible minority in years 
gone by to the great st majo1·ity tod~fy! Truly a historic 
span! The statement by the nnti-Zioni t Council caused 
sorrow and indignation. They spoke as representatives of 
enslavement within freedom, and sought to embitter the tai;;le 
of victory. 

One sensed that this was a gathering of gene1·ations. 
Behind the Conference there stood millions of Jewish souls, 
killed and tortured to death. Surrounding the Confc1· nee 
w 1·e the millions of victims throughout the world, and hover
ing over its proceedings wcr the hopes of generations. 
Within the portals of the Conference there assembled J wish 
energy, Jewish intellect and brawn, Jews who w re rca<ly to 
erve, to build and 1· ady to put an end to our horn lessn ss. 

Like a flame lighting up the da1·kness, the American J cwish 
Con! 1·ence showed the way. It was truly a great as embly. 

-AURAHAM GOLD TEIN. 
Haitford, Conn. 
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TheJewish P1~ess on tl1e Confe1~ence 
On the whole, the Jewi h press hailed 

the recently held American Jewish Con
ference with enthusiasm, and l!oted t!1e 
Palestine resolution with especial_ satis
faction. There have been some dissen~
ing voices, some, in fact, of _a ve1:y cun
ous nature. We shall beg1!1 with ~he 
latter, as a good Lithuaman Jew1sh 
housewife begins thc,.serving of the Sab
bath meal with chopped liver. 

The Communist Pre s 

According to the Communist Morning 
Freiheit the Conference should have de
voted it.~ energies to mobilizing the Jew
ish- masses behind the war effort. It 
should not have done anyt_hing ~bo_ut 
Palestine except help the Y1shuv m _its 
industrial war effort and establish 
friendly relations with the Arabs. 
Nothing else-not even to ask for tJ:ie ad
mission of refugees ,,·ho can still be 
saved from the Hitler inferno. It thus 
transpires that the advocacy of <?Pe!1 
doors to Palestine voiced in the Freiheit 
some weeks ago is hereby withdrawn, 
and the over-enthusiastic greetings ex
tended to the Soviet Jewish emis aries 
by some of our Zionist leaders was pre
mature· the party-line has swerved back , . . 
to a pro-Arab onentation. 

In an editorial in its issue of August 
29, the day t~e _Conference opei~ed, 1_he 
1lfornin9 Frellwit proposed a s1x-pomt 
agenda for the Conference: help win the 
war; stt·engthen the home front an,l 
fight Anti-Semitism at home; ~tall(} ~c
hind Roosevelt; fight the Jewish Quis
lings and Lavals; e tablish friendship 
with the Jews of the U. S. S. R.; help 
the Yi:;hi<v in ils war effort. 

In other words: holler for a i-econd 
front and against Dubinsky. And yet 
the Jlf oniing Freiheit gave the Confer
ence much more prominence than the 
Jewish Daily l1'orward. Devora Tarant 
interviewed everybody under the sun, 
and Abraham Chapman wrote columns 
in English demanding a platform uniting 
aJI Jews. On the ,..,·hole, the Conference 
seemed 0. K. to the comrades, before it 
got under way, except that the Jewi~h 
workingman was not repr sented on 1t. 
The Jewish workingman is a euphonious 
term ior the Communists and their fel
low travelers, since non-Communist Jew
ish workers' organizations, according to 
the August 29 editorial, ought to be 
ousted. 

"A Good Thing" 

Mr. B. Z. Goldberg of the Day, one 
of the cleverest Jewish columnists, dis
cusses the Conference fairly reasonably, 
that is, with no more fallacy than is 
permissible to an average intelligent 
human being, except when he touches on 
the Communists and the U. S. S. R. 
In the latter case he is subject to all 
the mental distortions of a fellow-trav
eler. Although not a Zionist, he recog
nizes that the overwhelming Zionist sen
timent demonstrated at the Conference 
reflects the sentiment of articulate Amer
ican Jew1·y as a whole; he does not think 
it was wise to have adopted the demand 
for a Commonwealth as a common de
mand of aJJ Jews, and he believes a 
request for the abolition of the White 
Paper and the opening of immigration 
would have united all Jewry. 

Altogether he believes the Conferen~e 
was a good thing and a . t p _forward m 
bringing together J ews of var10us camps. 
But in discussing the U. S. S. R. and 
the Communists at the Conf~rence, Mr. 
Goldberg resorts to thinly veile~ threats 
that so long as Dubinsky's ta1lors_ are 
given prefernce to . ~e_n Gol_d's. tailors, 
Stalin will go on J:uhng Z10nists and 
suppressing the Hebrew language, ~nd 
Philip Bernstein's appeal to tJ:ie Russian 
government will be of no avail. 

The Forward Not Excited 
The Jewish Daily Forward gave the 

Conf ereoce -less space than any other 
Jewish ne,vspaper. Official~y the org~n 
of the Jewish Labor Committee and its 
sister organizations, the Fo?·wa~d- re
flected their attitude, ~vh~ch_ 1s d1Y1ded. 
The old die-hard anti-Zionists of the 
group are represented in the Forwurd 
by Zivion (Dr. Hoffn!an), while the pro.
Zionist spokesman 1s H. L~ng. . ~1. 
Zivion· who takes keen joy 1~ ba1tmg 
the Zi~nists, 1·epeats in his r?vie;~ w~at 
he has said before: that while Ziomsm 
ha~ ··been making steady gams amo:1g 
the J wish mass s, it has been _steadily 
losing ground in the arena of i~te1:na
tional politics. Unlike other anti-Zio!1-
ists, Ziviou refuses to take c~m1fort m 
the supposedly unrepre5;entativ~ ch~r
acter of the Conference. He 1s quite 
willing to concede that the Conf rence 
repre. ·ents the bulk of Americ~n J wry, 
nnd that the P.:ilestine r esolution repre
sents the • ntiments of the Conf nmce. 

It was a Zioni ·t Conference, s~ys 
Zivion ex pt that it had le s debating 
and bickering than Zionist Conventions. 
During the qonf':l'C!tce .Mr. Lai}g w~r.ned 
against turnmg 1t mto a straight Zion
ist _emonstration, and woul~l have P!e
ferred a re. olution on Pale tme to wlnch 
the Jewish Labor Committee and the 
American Jewi h ommittee could sub
scl'ibc, that is, demanding the abroga
tion of the White Pap r and open d~ors 
for Jewi~h immigration into Palestme. 
But after the Palestine r solution was 
adopted, Lang wrote in its support. _In 
the demand that the control of Jew1. h 
immigration be veste~ in the J~wish 
Agency, and in ~he recital of the history 
of Palestine durmg the past twenty-five 
years Lang sees expressions of Jewish 
dignity in dealing with the worl~. To 
some extent he sees the same manifesta
tion in the demand for a Jewish Com
monwealth and therefore welcomes the 
good grac~ of. t~e Jewish l~abor C?m
mittee in refra1mng from votmg ngamst 
the resolution although it was not ready 
to go the full length of a demand for 
a Commonwealth. 

l\fo t Out. landing Event 

Except for the discordant note of B. 
Z. Goldberg, the Day was aJI out for the 
Conference. It had a special upple!Ylent 
on the day of the opening, a?Jd arti~le , 
editorials and records of 1mpress1ons 
during and after the Conference. The 
Day and the Monting Journal trea~ed 
the Conference as the mo t outstandmg 
Jewi h event of many years; the Frei
heit with apparent insincerity, tried to 
jump on the Jewish wagon in ord r to 
boost Communi m, while the Forward 
treated it as ju.· t an important event. 

Incidentally, both an editor)al in t1:1e 
Day and a column by Jacob F1:;hman 111 

the Morninv Jo11rnnl ·hortly lw[or • the 
Conference, wclcom d th · l!<.'ctal sup
plement on the Jewi h qu .- t10n by the 

w R 1mblic, an<l recommend u th~1t 
delegates to the onferc11cc r ~«l 1t. 

The most important comm >nts m _ the 
"ft[orning Jo11rnal were those con_tainc<l 
in F'i~hman's olumns; the most ,_1mp?r
tant ones in the Day were the Engh ·h 
columns and daily impre.-sions by D1·. 
Samuel Margosh 'S. The absence of 
prominent Gentiles on the platform to 
greet the Conf ren~e was welcon~cd by 
Fishman and explained by the fact that 
no non-Jew, no mattet· ho'.v friendly he 
may be, is capable of feeling the <l pth 
of the Jewish tragedy. Nearly_ v. ry 
commentator expressed his adm1rat1on 
for Henry Monsky as a leade_r and as 
a speaker. All, except Danz1s o_f the 
Day, ,•.:ere impressed _ by_ the simple, 
homely praye1· of Rabbi Riff-1\fr. Dan
zis did not think the ballroom of ~he 
richest hotel in the world was a fittmg 
background ~or such ~ P?·aye}·· F.very 
comment pra1. ed Rabbi Silvers addr ss 
on Palestine as one of the greatest 
Jewish addresses in modern history and 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann's as one of the 
most intelligent interpretations of the 
Zionist attitude. . 

There were ang1·y outburnts a~arn~t 
Judge Proskauer for the passa~e m h~s 
declaration in which he explam d his 
dis ent by a desire not to embarrass the 
United Nations' war effort.; th re w re 
more than ang1·y outbu_r ls again .:t ihe 
bombshell of the American Council :for 
Judaism. The Pale!.iine resolution ancl 
the unity of the Confer nee were w I
com d by most Jewish commentators, 
except by those mentioned at the hcg-in: 
ning of the article and by ~ ydc~ai 
Danzis who, being a good Rcv1s1011 i. !, 
finds the ierm ommonwealth insuffi-
cient. _. 

The distinguished literary critic an!l 
publicist, S. iger, is al1:1ost as p :5si
mistic though not as cynical as Z1V1on, 
about' the effect of J ,•vi!-h enthu ia m 
and Jewish unity on the fortunE:s of the 
Jews in the world. He descnb s the 
Conference as a Jewish monologue to 
which there is no reply from the world. 

Some of the more unort11odox commen
tator uch as Danzis and B. Z. Gold
berg 'pointed out that there was too 
much platform and too little discu ion 
from the floor during the Conference. 

A Cynical Comment 
The finest human touch is provided by 

the brilliant commentator of the Labor 
Zionist Yidd:isher Kem/er, G. Solomon 
( Shlomo Grodzensky), who di~ides par
ticipants in the Conference mto four 
classes: the people, the leaders, the 
rabbis and the functionaries. The peo
ple, that is the ordinary delegates, ~re 
the most likable ones. They are sin
cere in their desire to help solve. th_e 
Jewish problem. The leaders, fine md1-
viduals as they are, mo t of them, arc 
the victims of their bad habits _of Jong 
standing to bicker and bargain. over 
places behind the scenes. The rabbis are 
prima donnas vying with _one another for 
the attention of the audience. 1\10 t of 
them are East Side boys who have made 
good ~nd are 9:nxious to do. still better. 
The functionaries are a cymcal lot, and 
most of them are not interested in the 
causes they serve. · 

-Mo~Es z. FRANK. 
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Jiah Buhlick ancl Rahbi )lt•yt'r BC'rlin, th latter thri: • in Yiddi . h. 

Th,• Palt--..tint• ·•~•ion 
Monday cvenin)!. ~\u •11.· t :i . was scheclul ti a· Pal•:-tin :--.--i~h. :11d ~\·t:ral of th most di ·ti11~u1:-h\·<l orator: of AmE>rican Zionism . pok . J 11d ·~ L0ui • F.. L vintha1. pr :-idinc-. tllclan•<I that "\'•,hen our Zioni.· ohje • h·t.•s al'C~ cl incd in clear and unamhi~u,H1.· tam:, pr~j udicc • fr qu ntly di:app ar and t 1pp 11 nts be •om fri ncb of th caus •. 

Zioni t i:;peaker.· in ·lucl ,i Dr. Xahum Goldmann, Dr. olomon G ldman, _I r. Jame . II lier and Di· .. ..\hba ,JI 111 l Sih· •r. It may truly b~ :-~id that the re were giants on that ch 1.·. 

nfor~ •ttabl • l\lomcnl' 
AU I GOLl>)IAN : '·)fany injus ic- 'S 1,a b en done u • by the Briti;;h Administrati n in Pale ·tine and by the Gov-mm nt in London, and some of th gr ate t spok ·m n of the Briti. h peor_l have L •en the fir ·t to acknow)edg 1t. But I do not beli ve that any other people would hav p rf rm cl i ta k as a man-

at Conference 
·<'r in a mor satisfactory : , ' 11 , · )Hl\\ • • h A d 1 t ,.. • • I the Bnt1s . n e us, a ·L1·· t 1 :

1n t I 1 ,,. en1ory • • _. 1 • f :1 loner pas anc a onh m , i • '' 11 r' ~1 
·t in "'all the heat and r s nt-r-' • " 1 'l' ~ • l 1 • • cl 1 • : .. ,. ·n.:;t Brill· 1 po 1c1e ~n coo-, •• 
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• • P l t th· t ·• ·, ! 1'ni ·tration 1n a e me, cl l j I :,, Ill C fi t t . . : • 1, .·,t ·• ·h were the rs o rE>cognize ti•' )I "' • l 1 f • 1:,. r1t ·t•tl of the Jcw1:· 1 peoµ e o~· a 

I•• I f i , own ancl to JS!'\U the Balfour .l t. I t' . • ,, 
11 -~·I.ii :i run. "I t T I ) ' ell O)lO. • GOLD MA : .. e us . ews IL • • • p 1 t· t l t ,! ' for our brethren ic]n. a ef. mteh a A e\ ,,h:it the Arabs are omg or e ra s of l'!\kstine. The. Arab. of Egypt and th • .\rahs of au<l! Ara~1a and Ira~ and Y\•mPn ar speaking without equ1vocat i,1n--at J a;:;t l~t us _spe

1
~k of our 600,

t11111 without qu1vocation. 
I>n. JA)IE. G. ll~LLf:R: "We have not 

C'Pllh' tnj.!'ether into this 9onf 1: nc be,·au:-t' we take pica ·ure m seeing each 
11 i1t•r': f arcs. \ e have not c<;>me _toJ:t·t h •r for the •njoy!n~nt of 11.· tenmg ·> brilliant and cnv1.10ned addre .. s. \\" have not come togeth ·r for tlH purpn. \' of ba1-rt'n argument. Let us 11ot for>-:t' that. thi • onference. has but on~ purru>s_ , t<? <>_x rt t.he max1:11urn vow~.1 \\ hich 1s w1thrn th hands t the Ame11-can .Jewish community on b half of our brothers in Europe, and thos who may go to Pale ·tine and live th re." Uit. II.VER: "I am f r unity in Isra 1 fur th r alization of the total program of Jrwi h life: r li f, r ·cu , r ,onst.tuction and the nat.ional r storati n in I'al-:-line. I am not f r unity on a fragment of the program- for a fra~m nt f the program is a betrayal of thl' 

JPst of th pr ~ram, and a tragic futility bcs id . \Ve can not. truly r ,_. u thr J ws of Europ unless we h: . fre) immigration. int~ Pal. st.in~. \' > an ~1oi have fre 1mm1grat1on into l 'le:hn uni ·s our political right are r cogniz •d th r . Our politi al ri~ht • cannot be rec gnized ther unl ss our ryisloric conn ·tion with the c untry 1s acknowledg cl and our right to r build our national hom is reaffirmed. Th se are in parable links i~ th hain. ._'l'he whole chain br aks if one of the link: is mi · ing." 
ISRAEL II. GOLDBERG, for ihe Jcwi ·h Labor Committee, announc d that the C'ommitt ha· a policy only on such matters a· gain the unanimou . upport of its m mbers. On the quesL1on of a Jcwi. h ommonw alth there is no such unanimity- ther fore they have no policy. , ith regard to Pal stin , however, he said : 

llAIJtU D. I,. La,: I , THAL, w'ho rronuunco,d ,'!"• invucatlon opening ah onl.-rrnre. l\lH. MO , K I,,. IJ,. l,lm. 
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"\Ye cit· Jaru our oli,larity "ith or~auizc,I Jtiwi-sh Jaho~ in l'al :i-tin~ :111~1 it • flc: m :1111)-; regar,lang J 'H i...h 1mnn~ratio11 1111.I colonization of Pale• tine-. ~ c dt•ma1ul the iunuediotc :u1nul11H'nl of tlw \\'hilt> J'ap r, and tht' i~uarant•·c of free Jewi._h imn1igration, laud pun·lw,; 1111cl colonization of l"alt·-..tiut·." 

A . ·11<'aki11g Auack 
Del •gatf's arose Tue. day morn[1_1g- and <liscovl•r d in th ! rev York 7 mt .• a hug-c cli.-play, in five colum~ ·, of, th<' Jal. •st, stalem •nt of the Am ncan Council fol' .Judai m. The statemenL oppo. ci the c.•f'l'ort, io " slabli ·h a nat.ional J cwi~h ~;lat.c in I>al stine or anywh 1·c lse as a 1,hilosophy of d f ,ali~m and C!n which ,Joes not offer a practical ~olut1on of th Jewish J>l'Oblem." 
Indignation r ign cl . suprem ~l the 'onfcrcnce. The obviously d liberate atl •m1,t to sabotag t~e d ci i?ns of ~h Conf rence, and to g1v th. 1mpr ss1on that lhe onfer nee was Just another partisan Jewish group, was bitl rly r -i:;ented by almo. l ev ry d legate. At the aft moon s ·sion Mr. Monsky r vealed that the reaction of the delegate· had been ov rpowering. "The pre sure on the part of the del -gates to take the floor was enormous, and irre i tible", he said, "and finally the Chair d cicl d, having denied all th r quests to speak because we c uld have gone on for ve1· allowing p ople to expr s. their r s ntm nt, that h would ,. cognizc four speak rs and th n make a statement." 

'fhe speakers w re Dr. James G. JI Iler, Dr. Rob rt Gordi_ , Rabbi Joseph II. Lookstein and Dr. W1 . Th Chan·man then r ad a bri f , tat ment C'haracterizing the action of the Council as "reprehensible imp rtin nc ." All four of th sp akcrs us cl strong-er language. Upon motion of Mr. Fred l\J. Butz l, of D troit. Mr. ::\[onsky's stal<'m nt was unanimou ~ly adopt d a xpres ing th views of the cntit· onf r n 

Two Jll('mlwr. of rh" Cuun ii, "·}ao ·w r nmong th 500 tl('I ·~ale to thr Confrrcn ·e, coultl not b f ou1ul for imnw<lial comm nt. Th y wer Rahhi Loui 1 ol. e of Philaclclphia and Hahl,i Ira E. and 'r , of I.in), Rock Ark. 

Other p akers at this s •gsion included Rabbi lax Nu baum, Rabbi Jacob Hoff-
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man, Louis Segal, Adolph Held and Dr. 
Joseph Tennenbaum. 

A dispute which had been air <l in 
commiU c for two days a. to who !>.hould 
be the chairman, who the prcsitlcnt, who 
the supreme head of th Conf r<'nce, was 
finally ..:ctllcd wiLh the d cision that 
fourteen individuals, all equal in rank, 
should S<'rve as the praesidium. The 
fourte n includ d: Dr. lephcn S. Wisc, 
Henry l\Ion~ky, Judge Jo eph I. Pros
kau r, Adolph Held, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi I srael Goldstein, Hayim Gr n
b rg, Herman Hoffman, Edgar J. Kauf
mann, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, frs. 
David de Sola Pool, Adolf Ro. nberg and 
Carl Sherman. Mr. Simon Shetzcr was 
added to the Secretariat of seven. 

The l'alestiuc Resolution 

Speakers at the sixth session, on Wed
nei::day afternoon, included Rabbi Irving 
Miller, H. Leivick, Rabbi Philip Bern
stein au<l Israel l\1ereminski. 

From the standpoint of mc•st delegates, 
however, THE ses ·i on was held Wednes
day evening. Dr. Silver read the com
plete text of the resolution on Palestine 
(printed in full in this issue). Fu·st 

mention of the phrase "Jewish Common
wealth" occa~ioned a spontaneous den1-
onstration climaxed by the singing of 
Hatikvah. Many glanced furtively at 
Judge Proskauer, who 1·ose with the 
throng and remained standing each time 
the Hatikvah was ung-and it ·.,as sung 
often. 

Every phrase in the resolution ex
pressing a Zioni t demand met with a 
tumultuous reception. The resolution 
was econded by Mr . .Monsky, speaking 
as a delegate from the floor of the Con
ference. 

Dr. "V<'i ·c, llrcsiding called for n 
vote: ''All in favor rai ·e th ir clde
gate ' car(I ." 

A e:1 of card ap1> ar cl, waving 
madly, uhsiding only aft r rep at d 
taps o{ the ga\' I. 

"All oppois cl , , . ?,, 
On the platform Judge Pro kau r 

quietly rai ed hi card ~hould ·r high. 
The delegate turned in tlu·ir i-cnt , 
craning th ir neck to Jocatc otht·r 
, ·ot :-1. 1',ar out in tit miclcllc o{ the 
big hall, three cattercd arcls w"rc 
to Le i,ccn--l"aved for merciful ano
nymity hy th ir clii;tancc from th 
platform, 

Dr. Wise declared the re olution 
adopted by "an overwhelming majority", 
but delegates rose in protest. "It was 
more than overwhelmjng," shouted M. 
.J. Slonim of St. Louis, and Dr. Wise 
1·uled that there were four negative 
vote . 

Statement of Di ent 

Judge Proskauer was recognized at 
this point and he came forward to make 
a statement. A hush settled on the hall. 

"I think I understand the feelings ex
perienced by Daniel when he entered the 
lion's den," he began, amid laughte1·. 
The tension was ea ed. "You don't 
agree with me-I don't agree , .. dth many 
of you. That is give and take." 

He then read a prepared statement 
recording the dis ent of the three cl le
gates representing the American Jewi h 
Committee. R pcating their deep con
cern for the welfare and proper develop
ment of Pale tine, he aid that it was 
the opinion of hi. group that the resolu
tion as couched "is unwi e becau ·e • it· 
may cany with it embarra. sment to the 
Governments of the United Nations, and 
is calculated to jeopardize the status of 
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llo,v the Confcrc11cc ,va~ Crc a le(l 
l. Summoned by Henry Monsky, rcpr senlatives of ~:! national .Tt•wi~h 

organizations gathered in Pitt. burg-h on January 2:3, lil -1:~, lo ·on:--idt~r what 
steps mig;ht he tak .n to formula.le ~ po:t-war pr gram fo r Am rican .Jt'W:-. 

2. The Pitt ·bu rgh conference decided to call a democralically con:-t it utt•d 
American Jcwi h As.t>mbly (later called 'onf r nee), and an Ext•cuti,·<' 
Committ e was set up lo implement the plan. 

3. At 135 electoral communal and regional gaUwrin~~. :r;j <k I '!!:t!1•~ . 
nominated by l cal J wish organization., were 1 ctecl to th onf rC>nc~. 
125 additional del gates, making a total of 500, w re named by fi5 p:ir
ticivating national organizations. 

4. On Augu. t 29, 1943, the Conference convened , and adoptt>d 1 ~ wn 
organization procedure. All 500 delegates were prc>:ent. 

J 1UGE LO I E. I.EVI .Tlf L 

Jews and even pr jurlice the full est de
velopm nt of the .T wish settlement in 
Palestiuc itself." 

De, pite this difference of opinion, he 
made it dear, th American Jewish Com~ 
mittee would remain within the Con
ference. 

Clo i11g Se.fi> ion 

The two closing sessions, on Thursday, 
were d vol d to reports of the re pective 
committees, and to discussion and action 
on the resolutions pre ented. 

During the afternoon there was a mild 
flurry when Moshe Furmansky, spokes
man for Hashomer Hatzair, which stands 
on a platform of bi-nationalism in Pal
estine, obtained the floor, and announced 
his opposition to a Jewish Common
wealth. 

Jucfg 1\lci.-r , lcinl,riuk of Brook
lyn derlarecl: "I c11me here with an 
op II mind. I lc-nrncd much-and I 
ha\'e contrilmt d to a re,,.uh ~·hicl1 I 
b Jie,· to be both corr <'t and ju t, ' 

The l'ecommendation that th Confer
ence be 1·econvened for anoth r ession 
within a y ar met with some opposition. 

ome d legates objected that it was the 
first step toward making the Conference 
a p rmanent body, and th y were op
posed to that. Many opinions w re ex
pressed, but the recommendation of the 
committee, to m et again within a year, 
was adopted overwhelmingly. 

The clo. ing- . s~ion \\as p · 1 nwa •d 
with an air of sol<.'mnit\·. He!-oluti()n~ on 
imm diale 1·e:cue of J ·ws from Eui·,,p , 
an<l on po. t-war ecnrity for all p •opl s, 
couched in the strong- i::t, terms, w •re 
pass d unanimou. ly. 

The n,o., t 11roJ011,::t.•1I 111111 lf'mpc•,tu
ons ovation \\a arconh·,1 to '.\lr. -'1on
"'ky on the i11troductio11 of n n·,oln
tion <·xprc::-in;: th.1111...-. to lii111. :'\Ir. 
l\f on~ly "'a - , i:-il>I,· o,· .. n ·o11H', 

Other bu::; inc ·s tr:.:rnsacl<.'d at ti!(' ~<•s
sion included the r ading-, 1,y .Jud!!c 
L vinth:>l, of a me~sage to l i-. \\'l'iz
mann, thanking- him for his own gr •t•t
ings. ~peak rs includC'd D:wicl \\' ·i-l
heim, Rudolph Kahn, J'abhi ~- P. W,,hl
g lernlcr, Judge Harry ::'11. Fi. h<.'r and 
Hayim Gr enberg. 

In a ol nm atmo~ph re D1·. . i1v r 
xpr ss d th gratitude of all for th• 

g-r~at achievements of the hi:-tori • C n
f rencc. The session was clo.· cl hy l>r. 
Milton . t iub r~. • 

The Ameri an J wi.·h onf •r nc<', as
embly of a united Am rican L rn •I, wnH 

adjourned-to rcconv ne within a y •a1·. 

Tender Reception 
to Mrs. Silverman 

That the ovenvh lming majority of 
British Jewry is opposed to an)' com
promi e that would curtail the riJ!ht of 
the Jewish people to r claim Errt: Yis
rael as a Jewish Commonwealth, was the 
report brought back from Englund by 
Mrs. Archibald Silverman, widely kno·wn 
Zionist leader and orator. Mri-. Silv r
man made the tatement at a lunch on 
given in her honor by the administra
tions of the Palestine Foundation Fund 
and the Jewish National Fund, in ?\:cw 
York last we k. Clos to 200 del ~ut s 
to the American Jewi:h Conf r nee at
tended the luncheon, over which B rnnnl 
A. Ro enblatt, Presid nt of the B an\ of 
Dir ctors of the Palestine Foundation 
Fund in the United tates, presided, and 
at which Dr. Israel Gold. t in, Pr si<I nt 
of the J wi h ational Fund of Am rica, 
and Leib Jaffe, Dir ctor of the Ker n 
Havesod in J eru. al m were the ~P ak rs. 

The tribute was paid Mrs. Silv mrnn 
on the occasion of her return by clipper 
from England following an ext nd d tour 
of the British I 1 s in the int r ts of 
the Keren Hayesod campaign, which 
netted the amount of .£250,000 for the 
Jewi h Agency's Pal •stine colonization 
in trument. 
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THE LETTER BOX 

Co"espondence froM readers is mvited. 
The editors assume no relponsibility for the 
views expressed in this column and reserve 
the right to abridge unduly long letters. 

• 
Who Will Help? 

TO THE EDITOR: 
"\Ve thank you very much for your 

letter as well as for the reading material 
which we received yesterday. You ask 
us what kind of support we r quire. 
We think that the necessary help can 
be divided into two groups, that is, the 
material supportr-books, magazines, 
prayerbooks, text books for children
and the spiritual support. Since you 
want to know what articles we need here 
we can tell you that anything in the 
Jewi h line will be welcome and useful to 
us. One thing we consider important 
and that i that we receive tho ·e maga
zine.· and newspapers as 1·egularly as 
po. ible. 

\ c have no 1·eal Jewish leader here 
who could direct and form the Jewish 
life. \Ve don't know whether all thi can 
be explained or done by mail, but we 
would reirarcl it as very important and 
heartening if you woulc.l give us insb·uc
tions a. to how to build up Jewish life 
and bring more people to r cognition 
that they are Jews. 

One thing· we arc trying hard to get, 
but so far we have not been succe sful. 
\Ve ne d mu ical notes to form a choir 
for our services. \Ve believe that there 
exists a book with all melodie • from 
Lcvandovsky. Is that true? And if so, 
could you help u to get it? 

DR. ERNST FIALLA, 
Association of Jewish Settler . 

Sosua S ttlPm nt 
Dominican Republic. 

Editor's ote: Rcadt>rs will doubtle~ r -
caJI th fir l l tier from thi group, ap
pearing in the July 16th niunher of THE 
NEW PALE TL E. Their requ t for 
hook , 1,apf'r , mu ie, le., a well a . { r 
su#!gc~tion~ on organizing the Jewi h cmn
munity, hould not f!O unhee<l d. THE 
NEW PALE 'Tl. E will be glad to transmit 
nll material in Yidc1i h, Ilebrew, German 
or Englbh that may he contribut ·d by it 
r a<l r. I or thi purpo c. Th re. pon 
front Ameri«-an Jew . . hould be warm and 
gf'n rous. Acknowl dgment of all gift 
will he made in th e columu . 

TO THE EDIT R: 

It would be most de irable and h lpful 
if the next is:ue of THE Ni-;w PALESTINf~, 
as w 11 as that of the Haclas ah N 1 -
f,ctt r, wer to conlain an appeal to 
organized Zionists to enroll their chil
dr n in the Hebrew School of their 1· -
spective ommunities at lhe beginning of 
the s ason. 

While Zionists are, and always have 
been, vitally concerned with Jewish edu
cation so fat· as general ideology and 
organization programs arc concerned, 
the interest on the part of individual 
Zionist has often been quite vicariou . 
Thi· hns resulted in numerous Zioni ts 
incer ly claiming an interest in Jewi h 
ducation, but doing very little about 

givin~ an ad .quate education to th ir 
own children. 

I need hardly slate that in these tryincr 
times when Jewish life must be intensi
fied in this country jf there are to be 
well-informed Zionists in the future, and 
when religious education is being stres ·ed 
by Jews and non-Jews alike, our own 
Zionists ought to take the lead in en
larging the enrollment in our Hebrew 
and Religious Schools everywhere. 

SYLVAN H. KOHN. 
ewark, .1. T . J. 

Joins Z.O.A. from Over ea 

To THE EDITOR: 

I received word from my son, Louis, 
who is now with the U. S. Army in 

England, that he 
wishes · to become a 
member of the Zion
ist Organization, and 
he requested that I 
fonva1·d to your or
ganization a check 
in the amount of 
$5.00, which is here
with enclosed. 

My son attended 
the University of 
l1linois, and studie<l 
Jewish history. He 
said that if every 

LOUl. su t.E tTZ Jewish youth would 
have the opportu

nity to study the J ewi!-ih past, he would 
have an entirely different conception of 
the Jewish problf'm and "truggl s. 

He wa • pr ·id •n t of Avukah there, 
and took hi. · duties much to h •art. He 
con ·tantly deplored and was d<•1n· s. d 
by th lack of unclersta:1ding of hi • fel
low cla, ·mates for the Jewi h culture 
and th ideal of Judab;m. Upou his 
saf arrival overs as h ask d me to 
contribvtc to the Amel"ican Re I Cross, 
which h ·onsiders the outstanding hu
manitarian organization, and to the Zion
i -t Organization, which in his opinion 
i doing much in keeping Judai ·m and 
it culture alive for the generations to 
come. 

If po sible he , ould like to receive 
THE EW PALESTINE regularly. 

ANSHEL SHULEWITZ. 
Peoria, IIL 

Lack of Enlightenment 

TO THE EDITOR: 

I 'm late, I know, but I have· just read 
the June issue of TIIE EW PALE "TINE, 
and in particular, Ir. Almi's article, on 
which comment is invited. A few 
writers, a few politician , a few others 
have taken the trouble to study the story 
of the Jews-but how about the millions 
of people? Not even a small portion 
know anythin about the Jews, the Pales
tin qu stion, Zionism. True, lying 
propa~anda has be n thru t upon them, 
and of this th y have believed pl nty. 
But th r is no central, constructive edu
cational force behind the organized ( ?) 
Jewi ·h community-a force to spread 
not "lying and harmful propaganda," 
but "true cnlig-ht nment." Quotinr.- Mr. 
Almi, "We do have something to t 11 the 
world." Why don't we hav a J>ropa
ganda agency, or to use the polit' phrase, 
a public 1· laiions ag ncy? 

I work d for years at the Columbia 
Broadcasting System in Washington. I 
aw 1· lease after r leas directed to the 

news room and commentator from th 
British Information Service, from the 
Finni. h L iation, from the Russian, Bel
gian, the i r ether land , Canadian, Korean, 

TIIE NEW PALESTINE 

etc.-all pleading their cause~. Nev r 
did Is e any from the Jewi ·h community 
of Palestine giving theit· sid of the pic
ture, or publicity to any of lh ir achieve
ments .... 

\Ve Zion is ls are organizec.l, but we must 
do more. Every other group does it. 
,vouldn't you think that the American 
Red Cro. s ,vould not have to re ·ort to 
publicity-but no-they maintain large 
public relations staffs throughout the 
world. \Vhy shouldn'l we? 

Yes, I definitely .agree with Mr. Almi. 
,ve must have a Central Agency for 
Public Relations for the Enlightenment 
of the People. 

ESTHER KRAVITZ. 
Washington, D. C. 

All Right-l\Jin«l <1 People 
TO THE EDITOR: 

Thank you fo1· the pamphlet, "Pales
tine- A Jewish Commonweallh In Our 
Time". You are doing a fine work. 
Surely all right-minded people hop that 
1.he Jewi h people who hav suffered so 
gl"eaiJy will soon have a national home
land. Time is so short when th re is so 
much suffering and so many innocent 
people are dying merely beca u • th y 
arc Jews that I tru t that all ffor • will 
be made to achieve alleviation of th ir 
su ffering- at the carlic:t po· ihle mom nt. 
Jn addition to a homeland for the Jews, 
I would like to see Olli" own Gov<'rnm nt 
set an example before the world hy 
having Congr ss appropriat funds for 
lh • s ltl 'm •nt of the persc ulecl on some 
suitable American soi l such a·, perhaps, 
1\ la !-i ka. 

SYLVESTBR J. lIEl\lLEUEN, Pu.D. 
Head, Dept. of History 

and Social Studies. 
Fordham University, N. Y. 

E.' p rt, in Palt•:-.tin • 

'l'o THE EDITOR: 

What 1·idiculous stat men s are mad 
in your edition of August 29. ln the 
article on page 20, ''Th Be ·t Kept 
. Peret", th re is a quotation: " ... the 

arl Zeiss works of J na having been 
transferr d to the Holy Land a few 
years pr viously." 

As much as I would like the 'arl Zei s 
works being in Palestine, cv rybody who 
knows anything about th se plants 
knows that they are still in Germany. 

R. A. MA DELBAUM. 
Yonk rs, N. Y. 

Editor1 Note: Th phy ical pro1>erti 
of th plant may remain in Germany, lmt 
many of the mo t Jii;;-lily . killed t chni
cian , including the gen rnl manag r of 
the works nre loday iu Pale~tin , at the 

rvi c of the Uuil •d Nation ·. 

To THE EDITOR: 

Our problem, I think, is not so much 
wilh those Jew , ho approach their 
Jewi. hne ·s with a negative attitude, as 
with those who approach it with no atti
tm.lc at all. In the army, where th 
i1lusion of los ing separate Jewi h iden
tity seems so close to these peopl , it is 
almost impossible to talk of Zionism to 
th m at a)J. ... 

ft is a tribute to the jus tice on r 
sid , tha.t in spite of our mall numbe s 
anJ the power of our enemi s, the cause 
of a Jewish nation lives on in courage 
and idealism. The ZionL-t may be ither 
a dreamer who glorie. in the word • of • 
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the Bible, or he may be a practical, 
hard-headed man who has read the les
son of the pas t few year!-, but he can not 
be faint-hearted enough to quail before 
injustice, even when backed by the force 
of the Briti~h Colonial Office and Ibn 
Saud. 

PVT. HARVEY :\!ILLER. 

Unin•rsity, :\1is,, igsippi. 

To TIil:: EDITOR: 

I wa::; made very happy yesterday by 
receiving THE NEW PALESTINE. IL really 
was swell to receive it. Since I have 
been here in England I have not seen 
any Zioni t publications besides THE 
NEW PALESTI~E. I woul<l appreciate it 
if you woul<l also gehd me . ome Zioni st 
pamphlets. 

PVT. l\IILTON ~CIIWAHTZ. 

Somewhere m England. 

To THI:: EDITOR: 
THE NEW PALESTINE JS more impor

tant to me than ever befo1·e. Afler I 
have read it, I pass it on to other sol
diers. It eventually reaches the local 
civilian community, where it is warmly 
welcomed. 

CPL. MORTON JARASH0W. 
Somewhere in England. 

To THE EDITOR: 
'I he article that appear d in the New 

York Times on August 31, rel a : ed hy 
the American Council for D<'f/J'ftding 
Judaism, was not only a slab in the back 
-but al. o a stab in the heart of world 
Jewry. Just when American .Jewry is 
striving· to achieve unity, and through 
their democratically elected repr •~enta
tives p1·esent the case of the Jews to the 
w rl<l, a ~-roup of self-upvoinft'cl lca<lcrs, 
including the Thnes per. onn I, who, by 
·the way, are not recognized by the J wish 
people as their leaders, attempt to block 
this .... 

S/ SGT. EDWARD STEINFELD. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Develop Plan for l\fu ·ic 
Colony in Pale tine 

During the past year the fund estab
lished by the Palestine Symphonic Choir 
Project has continued to grow, and plans 
are now being developed for the found
ing of an artist colony in Palestine com
posed of cantors and singers. Cantor 
Myro Gia s, of Indianapolis, chairman 
of the project, declared that the plan 
calls for the purchase of 2,000 dunams 
of land through the Jewish National 
Fund. 

It is hop d that the project will l'esult 
in the creation of a symphonic choir 
and the holciing of annual music fest ivals 
on the Salzburg cale. 'I he colony will 
bear the name A. aph, after the choit· 
leader of the Second Temple. During 
time of war, when implementation of the 
project is temporarily halted, fund of 
the organization are being inve led in 
U. S. War Bonds. 

Otl\er officers, in addition to Cantor 
Glas , arc Prof. Jacob Weinberg, Vice 
Chairman, and D1·. ,James G. Heller, 
'frea ure1-. 

Dr. Silver Heads 
Emergency Co1n1n. 
Executive 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, 
was summoned to active political leader
ship in the Zionist movement lm,t week 
when he was unanimously elected chair
man of the executive and political com
mittee of the American Emergency Com
mittee for Zioni st Affairs. 

He succeeds Judge Loui: E. Levinthal, 
who is also president of the Zionist 
Organization of America. 

Dr. St phen S. Wise of New York is 
chafrman of the Emergency Commit.tee 
and Dr. Silver ,vas elected to serve with 
him as co-chairman. The Emergency 
Committ'ee acts in behalf of the four 
major Zionist organizations in the United 
States, ihe Hadassah, ·women's Zionist 
Organization of America, Mizrachi Or
g-anization of America, Poale Zion-Zeire 
Zion of America and the Zionist Organ-
ization of America. ._ 

Dr. Silver has long been active in 
Zionist affairs. He is national chairman 
of the United Palestine Appeal, which, 
combining the fund-rai ing efforts of the 
Palestine Foundation Fund and the .Jew
ish ·ational Fund, is the central finan
cial instrument in this country for the 
rebuilding of Pales tine. He is national 
co-chairman of the Unil d Jewish Ap
peal for Refugees, Overseas N" eeds and 
Palestine, and a vice-president of the 
Z.O.A. 

A graduate of the Univer~ity of in
cinnati and Hehr w 11ion College in 
lHl 5, Dr. Silv ' r occupi<'<l a pulpit in 
Wheeling, West Virg;inia, and in l!ll 7 
became the rabbi of Th T 0 mpl in 

'.leve lan<l, wh •re he ha: been artiv in 
liberal and cial mo,·ements. 

ZiouL l Ji'ro1n Bcl 0 ·inn1 Acti c 

A Zioni st from Bclg·ium, now in •w 
York, who has pitched in with a will, 
and participated vigorously in every 

pha ·c of Zionigt 
activity in this 
country, is Charles 
Wolf, treasurer of 
th West Side Dis
tt'ict No. 7. In 
Belgium Mr. Wolf 
was treasurer of 
the Antwerp Fed
eration of Chari
ties, and an ac
tive figure in the 
Zionist movement. 

He has been in · 
New York for only 

CHAnLF. WOLF three years, but 
ha already set a 

record for American Zionists to aim at. 
In the past 24 months he has personally 
enrolled nearly 400 memb rs in the Z . . 0. 
A., and expects to boost the total ven 
higher. 

His activity in behalf of the .Jewish 
ational Fund was recognized by his 

Zionist colleagues, who have in cribed 
his name in the J. N. F. Golden Book, 
and plans a1·e now under way to plant 
a grove in his name. Fri >ndly, affable, 
energetic, Charles Wolf is one of the 
moc::t valued members of District 7 and 
of the Z. 0. A. in New York. He i 
one of a number of Zionists from B 1-
gium, now iii this country, who are tak
ing an active pa1·t in Zioni. t work and 
leadership. 

The lwginnint:" , f l! :.·· ! i , ·:c~ .,:.-
season on th• ti1·,. ti. . .. !~r· •· •··,\ 

monthof_Ellul (~l'jt, ·· : .. • : ·, ; .; !--: . 
1narkcd 1n 1nan\' r "" ,, • •, • , .. · • . 
out the nation h\· th: ,::: : . 1 .• • • :· , , ~ -~ :·1t· 
latest Jewi ~h ); a :11 .. t! . . · < - · • 
(reproduced abo\'t."). 1,. • .. .. t •· :: . , . 
vent of ihe X ,,. Y(:ar ;,: 11 : . , : :,·~- ~·•~ 
Ellul <-ea.on is ti.lwri l!' in.:·• ·•· . ~ .. 
of the Synag-ogu •. the 1-:t ,, :1 r,. .,, 1.-: ~ 
stamp is de. igned a, a t .. k,·n ,.~ _; ,. ,\ .. • 
faith in the victory of ti: , t·r: ,·,· : ·r :: . 
~nd_in the triumph 0f th ,· p: i r, . ,i. ," 
Justice and freedom "i11 •l :-i.: :1 . :, -.. • 
1·escue fot· the sun·iYing- r,·: :. : .. : : ,, ! 
European Jewry and tlw p,,u i,' ,• :: •·: • 
of a J wish Comm(1nwt•:dth :11 J• .. ••·-:: • ,. 

American J e,Ys 
Aided 1,800, ooo 
In Four Years 

In the four years ~in<·(• tlw ,. 11 : i, · •·.,' . 
of " 'orld \Var II, a periu,I in "h1 1"l1 t h, 
J ews arc estimat<•d to ha,·p -. i:!·, ,·, I 
3,000,000 civilian ca!-'ualtil':-:. in . • ;i n - i, i. ! 
Europe, Am rican J<•wry. thr11 u ;~11 .:, 

contributions to th nitl'd .J1·,,·i,- !1 .\ l' 
peal for Refugees, OYer:eas ); l·l·d :- a 1 d 
Paleslin , brought relil'f, n•habilitat 11 • : 

an,l resettl ment as~i~wnce to a t, ,, ._ I , ;" 
1, 00,000 hom less Jews and 1dug1•1·. 111 

F, urope, Pal . tine allCI lhe \Y ~~ 1·1 11 I k i-1-

isph 1· , it was announced last w<•l'k 1,y 
William Rosenwald, Rabbi Al.ha II ill, I 
Silver and Rabbi Jonah B. Wi :< <', . · a
tional Chairmen of the U. J. A. 

The large t rescue ampai~n <'\"<.•r or
ganiz d by the Jews of the Unit<.•<!. Lal<.•: . 
the U.J.A., has rai sed appro.·imatdy 
$15,000,000 annually . incc SeptemL<.•r 1. 
1939, for the over as war relief and r<'
hauilitation activities of the .Joint Dis
tribution Committee; for upp01·t of tht' 
war effort and rebuilding of th JC'wish 
national hom land in Pale tine main
tained through the United Palestin • Ap
peal and for the program of a!-gist.rnce 
to newcomers in the United Stat 0 s car
ried on by the T ational Refugee Ser\'ice. 

Mr. Rosenwald and Rabbis Silv r and 
Wi e estimated that during the pa~i four 
years the Joint Distribution om1nittee, 
whose war relief exp rience dat s back 
to \Vorld War I, provided various forms 
of a sistance from mergency r lirf to 

migration aid, to an average of more 
than 900,000 per ons in more than 52 
countries scattered over five contincntc; . 
In the past four years the war mobiliz:1-
tion program of the 584,000 Jews m 
Palestine and their activities in prodd
ing- for the settlenwnt and rehabilitation 
of refugees from war- hatter •d Europe 
w re supported by the United Pal •:tine 
Appeal. Here in the United tatcs, an 
overwh lming majority of the 253,000 
newcomers of all creeds who have fo 111d 
a haven in this country were help d in 
adjusting themselves to the American 
way of life by the ational Refug- e 

ervice. 



, · 
T, 1s is intended ,olel for 
f e reci • nt and must un 
d~r no circumstenc s b 

If here is ir.forma+ior, con
tained h rei on w ic you 
wish f I/er d etai'5 wri 

pul:. li:. ed or d istri ;.iied. to the E erge cy Council. 

I . Ut. for ri,acc. confi en i, I u e b) FM fRGL 'C COC: 'UL 41 Ea,t •t2n<l treec, ev. York 1 , •. Y. 

Vol. 1, No. 1 

ORGANIZATION: The Ameri can Zioni s t Eme r gency Council i s the n ev.• name for the organ
iza tion previous ly called the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affa irs. It 
comprises the Zionist Organiza tion of America , Hadassah, Mizrach i and Poa le Zion 
Under the recent reorganization, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver is Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, which directs activities. Dr. St ephen S. Wise and Dr. Silver are Co
Cha irmen of t he Emergency Council. 

The largest scal e program in the history of t he America n Zionist movement ha s been 
initia ted. It involves a n intensification of effort on a na tional basis and f a r greater 
respons ibility for local leadership. The committees which have been appointed and 
their cha irmen include: Community Contacts, Joel Gross, Ne ark; Finance and Person
nel, Cha rles J. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh; American Palestine Committee, Herman Shul
man; Press, Chaim Greenberg; Publicatio s , Louis Lipsky; Research, Mrs. Rose Jacobs; 
Political Planning, Ro bert Szold ; Intellectua l Mob i lization, Rabbi Milton Steinberg; 
Christian Clergy , Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein; Co tact wi th Allied Post-Wa r Groups, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin; Contact ith American-Jewish Re l igi ous Forces, Rabbi Wolf Gold; 
Economic Planning, Emanuel Neumann; Special Services and Events, Meyer W. We isgal. 
Henry Monter is Executive Director. 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS: Every Jewish community is being asked to create an Emer
gency Committee, small in membership, to serve as the local instrument of the Emer
gency Council. All forces in the community must be mobilized and the most effective 
personnel must be brought into the Emergency Committee. There will be regular, com
plete conta ct between the Council and each city, 'for the issuance of direc\.ives, tbe 
exchange of counsel and submission of political information and educational ma ial. 
A complete program for the establishment of such committees is available. Rabbi Leon 
Feuer is director for this program. 

POL 'T CAL PICTURE: The Je ish National Home is faced with its gravest crisis. The 
\hite Paper of 1939 is due to go into effect in April, 1944. Its terms would forbid 
the entry of Jews, except as Arabs might acquiesce. The efforts of the Emergency 
Council during the coming months will be concerned immediately with the menace of 
the White Paper. American Jewry ill have to mobilize its forces in extraordinary 
measure to help avert this blow to Jewish hopes. 

The recent gun-running trial in Palestine was a symptom of the attitude of the 
Pa lestine Government. What was at stake was not the guilt or innocence of several 
Jews accused of gun-running but the determination of the Palestine Government to use 
every means to ensure the final enactment of the White Paper. The trial was a political 
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t e Je ·ish r ecruiting effort . It .~ as intended t o incite pu lie op i1liou iu Gr;.c1t uri t
ain and the United States-as well as the Ara s - ag· i st t h3 Jews . 

A deli erate , co!1 inuous plan i s under way t o crea e t he impr ssion thc.1 t ctl 
~st ine ( ! L,,. ' 3 :.- c: I'· ec:- • np the whol _ ! i ddle Ec'\s t ) stand s on t1 e v ~r ge of r iot
i ng and civil •ar due to Je o:is1. viol~nce:. i n tr e 11· · ..,t ~ a orld w£1r. To ac iev f: t :h i r 
p rpose British Intelligence has been send ing out endless report s , the Governwe11t 
has been giving" ui dance" to the press. ad the g n- run1ing tria ls were staged . 

The purpose of these ef orts is apparently to force the United States to a?r~e 
to the White Paper, or, f a iling that, at l eas t to bring our country to a more "cn: ti
Zionist" point of view. It has not been found possible to influence the United States 
with political arguments. The effort is, therefore, being n•ade to put the issue O!l 

military grounds. 

The recent at tempt to force the issuance of a joint Anglo-American statec:ent on 
the problem of Palestine :as part of this picture. The British alleged t hat ther e • as 
i mminent dange r of bloodshed in the Middle East. This would have an ffect on Amer
ican fo rces stationed in that area. It is reliably lea rned that the American War 
Department gave 1 ts o n view that it was not convinced of the existence of such dan
gers. No joint statement was. t herefore, issued. But the British Foreign Office is 
still applying great pressure o the United Sta tes, insisting tha t a statement of 
policy or American support of the White Papar is necessary to "quiet• the Arabs. 

This whole plot ar ·ses from the fear in certain British circles tha t the Whi te 
Paper policy ill co a se . It is cons equently considered necessary to bolster it. 
It is also deemed possible that the frantic efforts being made by the British to 
spread fear about the situation in Palestine is to ensure the continua tion of British 
rule in Palestine. There may also be some intent ion of frightenin the United States 
and so deterring Americans from •poking their nos s• into "this unsavory and dan
gerous business." thus leaving Pales tine to Engl d's sole concern. 

The Palestine Government is subjecting the Yishuv to extraordinary provocation. 
A libel is being steadily spread that the Je s of Palestine intend to create a revolt 
or incite the Arabs to riot in the middle of a world war. This false accusation is 
used as a battering-ram to destroy Jewish hopes of overthrowing the White Paper by 
public political action. 

It is probable that the strength of British efforts to defame and demoralize the 
Yishuv arises from a basic conviction that the Jewish support of Palestine is so 
strong that extraordinary measures must be taken to combat it. 

The Emergency Council believes that it speaks for the Jews of America in the 
struggle hich it will wage with all means at its disposal to upset this cruel plot to 
bury the hopes for the reestablishment of the Jewish National Howe in Palestine. 

WASHINGTON SCENE: Dr. Silver does half his political work in New York, half in 
Washington. In two days recently he visited with Samuel Rosenman, counsel to the 
President; r. Justice Felix Frankfurter; Congressman Sol Bloom, Chairman of the 
House Foreign Relations Coumii t tee; Congressman Emanuel Celler; and Laurence Stein
hardt, American Ambassador to Turkey. Everywhere he emphasized that American Jewry 
expects the abandonment of the White Paper policy. He stressed that all responsible 
people felt it desirable not to add to anti-British tensions in the United States. 
But unless assurance was forthcoming from the British Government that the White 
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Paper would no t be implement ed , it would be imposs i ble to s uppress t he upwelling of 

outraged i ndignation fro m American Jewry. Jews would rega rd the announcement: "No 

mor e J ews a llowed into Pa le s tine" as an unforgivable climax to the massacre of mi l 

lions of J ews in Europe. It was for the Britis h Government to determine whe ther it 

was prepar ed c embitte r the Jewish people .... Herman Shulman, Cha irman of the 

American Palestine Commit tae of t12e Zionist Eruerge::1ey Council, visited with Senator 

Robert F. Wagner, Cha irman of the nationw ide American Palestine Commi t t ee, and with 

Sena tor Tom Connally, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. It -is 

hoped to create a small Executive Committee in Washington in which a group of gov

ernment officials could familiarize themse l ves wi t h Palestine problems as intima tely 

as some members of the Houses of Commons and Lords in England .... Dr. Israel Gold

stein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, and Chaim Greenberg, on behalf of the Zionist Emergency 

Council, ma de representations to the British Embassy in protest against the manner 

in which the Pa lestine gun-running trials were conducted. Sir Ronald Campbell heard 

the protests, which pointed out that it was common for Arabs to be convicted of gun

running, but that no publicity was ever given these cases. It was evident that the 

government was using these trials to •smear" the Jews. 

PALESTINE VIS TOR: Dr .. Bernard Joseph, Legal Adviser of the Jewish Agency for Pal

estine, is coming to the United States in several weeks. He is expected to be a source 

of great information and stimulation, considering his unique contact with the work 

in Palestine. He is also Cha irman of the Jewish Agency's recruiting effort. It is 

expected that he will spend a substantial part of his time in Washington. He will be 

asked to visit four or ftve major communities for large public meetings so that the 

general public may pay its tribute to the Yishuv through him, one of its foremost 

figures. But in view of the importance of his political work, it is most probable 

that he will not undertake an extensive spea king tour. 
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First Issue: This bulletin is issued by the American Zionist Emergency Council 
to keep friends informed of the background of events affecting Palestine and to 
indicate the policies which animate our work. The ability to present the case 
for Jewish Palest ine is dependent upon a knowledge of the facts, both those 
which are published and those which cannot yet be made generally available. 
The select group to whom this bulletin is distributed may have questions as sit
uations develop. Readers are invited to make special inquiries and the answers 
will be made availabl e through this bulletin. 

CONGRESS: The first objective of the reorganized Emergency Council is to mo
bilize the Jews of the United States and Christian sympathizers to prevail upon 
our Government to help in eliminating the British White Paper on Palestine, 
which intends to halt all Jewish immigration into Palestine by April, 1944. Under 
the White Paper, Jews will be excluded from Palest i ne on the sole ground of their 
religious belief. It is inconceivable that any person living in a free democ
racy can subscribe to that anti-Jewish and anti-democratic philosophy. Four-
teen committees have been set up by the Emergency Council through which to 
present the story to the various elements of American public opinion. The Com
munity Contacts Committee is the channel through which every Jewish community 
in the United States will be organized for the establishment of local emergency 
committees to represent a cross-section of the community. In the next five months 
every ~9mber of the House of Representatives and of the United States Senate 
is to be seen by local constituents. Congressmen are to be visited when they 
return to their home districts and by delegations going to Washington. This 
is to be done, without fanfare, as a basic educational job, so that Congressmen 
may understand the Jewish problem in order to act informedly and decisively. 

GOVERNMENT RESISTS RECRUITING: The recent gun-running trial in Palestine was 
staged by the Palestine Government as part of an extensive effort to discredit 
the Jewish Agency and the Jewish community of Palestine in order to help fasten 
the White Paper like a lid on a coffin. A confidential letter has just reached 
New York from Jerusalem giving the facts which a tight military and civilian 
censorship was not permitted to reveal. It throws new light on the attitude of 
the Palestine Government toward the efforts of the Jewish Agency to recruit 
soldiers for the fighting forces. 

"The hostile attitude of the Government to Jewish recruiting has been evi
dent since the early stages of the war," says this high official of the Jewish 
Agency. "The Government, which clings with all force to the White Paper policy, 
is afraid that if the Jews enlist in large numbers and take an honorable 
share in the fighting, they will thereby accumulate political credit which will 
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enable them after the war to secure a solution of the Palestine problem very 
different from tha e bodied in the White Paper. It follows that if military 
necessity re ders it unavoidable to recrui Jews, every effort must be made to 
cover up that fact in the eyes of the wold as much as possible. 

"The Government of Palestine goes further than this. For a number of months 
now the Government has been conducting a skillfully planned whispering campaign 
against Jewish recruiting all over the Middle East. Reports of it are reaching 
us from military headquarters in Cairo, from foreign journalists who visit Pal
estine and are being given the 'dope' by the government and from various other 
quarters. All these circles are told that the purpose of the Jewish recruiting 
campaign is not to assist the military war effort but to train the Jewish youth 
of Palestine for an eventual armed conflict with the Government and the military 
conquest of the country. Everything that the Jewish Agency proposes or demands 
in connection with Jewish recruiting is interpreted in the light of this insin
uation. If the Jewish agency demands all-Jewish units, if it asks that Jewish 
recruits should be given an effective training for combat service, if it urges 
that the various Jewish units should be formed into an effective fighting force, 
if it opposes the transfer of the Jewish infantry battalions to other parts of 
the Middle East for non-combatant duties (although everyLody knows that the 
Jewish Agency is most anxious that they should be so transferred for active ser
vice)--each and sundry of these demands is interpreted as flowing from the well
hatched scheme of the Jewis Agency to prepare 'the Jewish revolt."' 

BETE NOIRE: The same confidential source describes the campaign of the Govern 
ment to ensure the ''success" of the gun-running trials. From the moment American 
journalists were especially brought over to Jerusalem from Cairo by Government 
invitation "they were taken in hand and given clearly to understand that the 
real culprits in the case were not ~he two British soldiers accused of selling 
arms, or the two Jewish fellows accused of buying them, but the leaders of the 
Jewish Agency. The police were con"inced that at long last they had secured 
evidence to prove to the world at large the wicked designs of the Jewish Agency 
and the active participation of its leaders in the stealing of arms from the 
British Army, in setting up a Jewish subterranean organization within the 
British Army and, in general, preparing the 'Jewish revolt.' Nothing was too 
low to achieve that purpose. The evidence of two self-admitted criminals and 
of a prostitute was used in order to throw mud at the Jewish Agency in general 
and in particular at its Chairman (David ben Gurion) who has become a veritable 
bete noire to the Government because he is regarded as the soul of Jewish resis
tance to the White Paper. No one who attended the trial could fail to be im
pressed by the spirit of hatred to the Jews and of the Jewish public bodies 
evident from the utterances of the military officers conducting the trial." 

IBN SAUD'S SONS: The visit to the United States of two sons of King Ibn Saud 
of Arabia was preceded by a request to the Zionist Emergency Council by Govern
ment officials that no critical statements should be made during their stay in 
the country. It was said that the two princes are guests of President Roosevelt 
and it would be inappropriate to have their visit marred by political attacks. 
Zionist leaders, wishing to cooperate with the State Department, acquiesced on 
condition that the princes be advised at the same time to take no stand on Jew
ish Palestine. As a result, Jewish newspapermen were informed of this under
standing in order to guide their comments. A number of newspapermen of the 
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general press wante to interview Prince Feisal, Foreign Minister of Saudi 
Arabia, when he and his brother visited several American cities. The Prince's 
escorts remarked that the Zionists had requested that t e Prince give no inter
views since they did not wish any adverse comments made on Zionism. This dis
tortion of the facts served to turn the annoyance of these American journalists 
against the Zionist movement. A cooperative act on the part of the Emergency 
Council reacted against it, 

SECRET SESSION: Senator Brewster, one of the five globe-girdling Senators, 
mentioned Palestine during his report to the secret session of the Senate. Un
fortunately, the Senator, who has expressed his sympathy with Jewish Palestine 
on several occasions, had no opportunity to visit Palestine. He did stop at 
Cairo, however. He reported that British sources had talked to him at length 
about "tension" between Jews and Arabs in Palestine. These sources suggested to 
the Senator that Americans be told that Palestine is "a British problem" and 
that the United States "should lay off." Senator Mead flew to Palestine for 
interviews with a number of Jewish leaders. He returned with the feeling that 
Arab-Jewish relations can be satisfactorily resolved. He was impressed with 
the extent of Jewish achievements in Palestine. 

THE WASHINGTON SCENE: The Emergency Council has broadened the base of its approach 
in Washington. All of us are concerned in maintaining the best relations between 
America and England. It is obvious, however, that this desire on our part cannot 
be utilized as a cover under which our position will be impaired. It is clear 
that unless assurances are forthcoming, from the Mandatory Government, in def-
inite form, as to Jewish rights in Palestine, it is our duty and responsibility 
to give public expression to what we demand and what we expect in a world based 
upon justice and international law, and to appeal to all our friends to support 
us in our endeavors. Dr. Silver is now actively engaged in this political work, 
both in New York and in Washington. He has had interesting con-,ersations with 
Acting Secretary of State Edward Stettinius, Judge Samuel Rosenman, Adviser to 
the President. Herbert H. Lehman. Congressman Sol Bloom, Congreesman Emanuel 
Celler, Lawrence Steinhardt. American Ambassador to Turkey and others. Herman 
Shulman has met with Senator Robert F. Wagner and Senator Tom Connally and is 
engaged in organizing a small executive committee of the American Palestine 
Committee for the purpose of creating an informed group, familiar with the 
problems of Palestine, who will take an active part in the propaganda against 
the White Paper . . ... Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, and Chaym 
Greenberg made representations to the British Embassy in protest against the 
manner in which the Palestine gun-running trials were conducted. 

DANGER OF "BLOODSHED": The fact that the Persian Command (in which Palestine 
is included} contains a very large number of American troops is being used by 
!he Palestine Government in an anti-Zionist campaign directed at the United 
States. A deliberate, continuous plan is under way to create the impression 
that Palestine (and because of Palestine the whole Middle East) stands on the 
verge of rioting and civil war due to Jewish violence in the midst of a world 
war. To achieve this purpose. our correspondent at Cairo reports, the British 
Intelligence has been sending out voluminous reports to sustain the objective. 
The purpose is to force the United States to agree to the White Paper or, fail
ing that, at least to bring our country to a more "anti-Zionist" point of view. 
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It has not been found possible to influence the United States with political argu
ments. The effort is, therefore , being made to put the issue on military grounds. 

The recent attempt to force the issuance of a joint Anglo-Ame rican state
ment on the problem of Palestine was part of th is picture. Certain officials 
alleged that there was imminent danger of bloodshed in the Middle East. This 
would have an effect on American forces stationed in that area. It is reliably 
learned that the American War Depart~ent gave its own view that it was not con
vinced of the existence of such dangers. No joint statement was, therefore, 
issued. But the Foreign Office is still applying great pressure on the United 
States, insisting that a statement of policy or American support of the White 
Paper is necessary to "quiet" the Arabs. 

PALESTINE VISITOR: We anticipate the presence in the United States shortly of 
Dr. Bernard Joseph, legal adviser of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Dr. Joseph 
is one of the best informed men on political and economic conditions in the Home
land. He will spend a substantial part of his time in Washington. He may find 
it possible to visit four or five major communities for large, public meetings, 
but will not be able to undertake an extensive speaking tour. Arrangements are 
being made accordingly. 
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V/HITE PAPER POLICY NOT CHANGED: Nobody should be misled into thinking that 
any change has taken place with regard to the White Paper policy. An effort 
was made to blunt the edge of Jewish and non-Jewish attacks on the White 
Paper through the announcement in the House of Commons on November 9th that 
51,078 certificates, representing the unused balance of the 75,000 allotted 
in the White Paper for the five year period ending March 51, 1944, would be 
honored beyond that date. This "gesture" means nothing whatever so far as 
policy is concerned. The Zionist Emergency Council issued a statement, after 
receipt of this news, pointing out that the ban on future immigration has in 
no sense been lifted and that the statement of the Colonial Secretary, and 
the replies given by him to questions, make it clear that the policy of the 
rhite Paper remains essentially unchanged and the fight for its abrogation 
must continue. 

GOVERNNENT INVADES JEWISH COLONY; The lengths to which the Palestine Admin
istration will go to ensure the continuance of the White Paper policy have 
led to an incident even more provocatory and tragic than the recent gun 
running trials. On November 16th, the British police, supported by Indian 
troops and Polish military police, raided the village of Ramat Hakovesh to 
search for illegal arms, for "a training camp for an illegal armed organiza
tion", and for alleged deserters from the Polish Army. All the men in the 
colony were herded into a barbed-wire enclosure. Thirty-five of them were 
arrested. One of the men, Samuel v:olinetz, was mortally wounded by shots 
fired by the police officer in command. Wolinetz was removed to a government 
hospital in an Arab city, derpite the village physician's warning that it 
was dangerous to move him. The physician was later denied permission to see 
him in the hospital. Wolinetz died on November 21. 

During a protest demonstration in Tel-Aviv on November 20, twenty-one ci
vilians and eleven British policemen were wounded. Protest meetings have 
been held throughout Palestine demanding cessation of the Government•s per
secution of the Jewish Self Defense, release of the arrested villagers, and 
the lifting of the ban imposed on the Hebrew press since November 19th. "The 
Mufti•s gangs", said David Ben-Gurion, "are organizing again and purchasing 
arms, not for self-defense but for the resumption of their attacks against 
us. The few arms we possess are intended for our own defense and we shall 
guard them as the apple of our eye." 

PROVOCATION: Ever since the danger of invasion was removed by the North 
African victories, the Palestine Administration has consistently attempted 
to provoke the Yishuv to an armed uprising, hoping to prove to the outside 
world that Palestine Jewry is a menace to security in the Middle East and 
to the Allied war effort. The theory in Administration circles seems to be 
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that the Middle East is in an explosive condition an that t e Jews will 
pply the match to the fuse by starting a rebellion which will provoke a 

counter-rel llion ! the part of the Arabs. As the Emergency Council point
ed out in its statewent of rov~rr.ter 23rd: "This view ca~ only be described 
as utterly fantastic. There will be a rising in Palestine only if the 
Governr.ent wishes it ... The Administration of Palestine is to blame for the 
,.urder in Rur.at Irakovesh and it alone is to blame for the disturbances in 
Tel-Aviv." 

V:HY ARl{§ ARE_liOAR ED: The Ra.mat Hakovesh incident cannot be properly un
derstood unless it is recalled that this village was one of those most 
tragically affected by the riots of 1936-1939. Surrounded by Arab settle
ments, it was attacked incessantly by day and by night, its roads were mined 
and scores of its settlers were victims of the Mufti's terror. The Govern
ment is fully aware of the fact that it has in the past been unable to give 
the Jewish villages adequate protection and that Jewish arms have been used 
in the past, as they will be in the future, for self defense Emd not for 
aggression. The need for such arms is nowhere more rr.arked than in exposed 
Ramat Eakovesh. 

A letter which has reached us from an authoritative JeITish source in 
falestine throws light upon the question of the smuggling and hoarding of 
arms in Palestine today. It reads in part: •It is true that throughout the 
war period, there has been a considerable traffic in military arms through
out the Middle East, not only in PalestLne but also in Transjordan, in 
Syria, Egypt, and Iraq. Large quantities of military arms have found their 
way into the hands of Arabs in Palestine and Transjordan. There is an 
abuncance of cas amo~g the Arabs and a desire to get rid of it, and rifles 
are always an attractio:i. At any given moment there is a fixed quotation 
for the cost of a rifle on the Arab market, rising or falling with the 
supply and demand. In the light of these circUillstanccs, it is not surpris
ing that for their own self defense, Jews, too, are storing away such arms 
as they can purchase from the quantities offere1 for sale.• 

I)R. \\TIZ/A,JN MEETS GEN~RAL S ruTS. - ie learn from a London correspondent 
that Dr. Weizmann has had a long conversation with Field Marshal Smuts of 
South Africa. General Sm~ts was a member of the War Cabinet of 1917 which 
was responsible for the issuing of the Balfour Declaration. He has been a 
v:arm friend of the Jewish National Home ever since. His prestige in England 
was never higher than it is today. It is encouraging to lmow that he is as 
keenly interested as ever in our cause and is ready to be helpful in the 
present situation. 

AW.ERICA MID ARAB OIL! Little effort is being made to conceal the fact that 
the recent visit to this country of the Saudi-Arabian princes had something 
to do with the game of international oil. It is lmown that the reception 
for the princes at the Waldorf-Astoria on November 9th was arranged with the 
cooperation of the Standard Oil Compa.~y. A high official of the Interior 
Lepartment was to be sent to Saudi-Arabia in connection with the oil con
cessions previously granted to an American firm. The negotiations have been 
proceeding with the aid of the State Department on behalf of the California 
Arabian Standard Oil Company, and definite decisions may be expected short
ly . Y:hen the Arab princes were in Washington, the ~ashington newspapers 
gave a t7eat deal or space to a discussion of America and oil 1n Arabia. 



... 

-3-

Th , throur.h a cornr-- rcial y-path, a new and potentially significant factor 
has been intro uce in tre iddle E~stern political scene with important 
implications for the I'alestine question. 

1.-=. l:',ST IN LEr L rr;N. - It is generally a eed that the s and taken by the 
Lebanese Chamber of Deputies in insisting upon immediate and complete in
dependence from French authority was a move in the struggle carried on ever 
since the last wcr between British and French intereGts for dominance in the 
eastern Mediterranean. The proposal for an Arab Federation has been fostered 
throughout by the British with a view to bringing all the Arab countries as 
a single unit within their sphere of influence, including Syria and Lebanon. 
The New York Times correspondent in Beirut, A. C. Sedgwick, seems to be ex
pressing the British attitude in his cable of November 18: •This is a small 
country, but the events leading up to the crisis and those that followed 
indicating what might be considered a final solution to what appeared to be 
a hopeless problem, sounded with mighty resonance. A vast sounding board 
was provided by tte Arab world whose aspirations toward unity have the avowed 
encouragement of the British." 

ARP.B PRO AG.ANDA IN U. S. - Further indications of ar1 Arab propaganda offen
sive in the United States on the Palestine issue are: 1) the appointment of 
~ajor Haddad as Military Attache to the Iraq Legation. We have learned fro~ 
Palestine that Major Haddad's real function is to conduct propaganda against 
the Zionist cause in the United States. A feature article by him against 
Zionism appeared in the Sunday issue of the Herald Tribune several weeks 
ago. 2) The prospective opening of a Saudi-Arabian Legation· in Washington 
hinted at by Prince Feisal while visiting here. 3) The invitation which, 
according to the press, has been extended to five representative Arab 
journalists in Egypt to visit the United States. 

F.UUCRS OF PARTITION. - While the Palestine Administration adheres to the 
i~ite Paper as the blueprint for post-war Palestine, high British officials 
in Cairo, aware that some other solution will have to be found, have been 
feeling out both Arab and Jewish political leaders on the subject of parti
tion. There are persistent rumors to the effect that according to one pro
posed plan, Haifa, the Emek and Galilee would be included in the Arab sector, 
while the Jews would be left with the undeveloped southern half of Palestine, 
the arid Negev. Professor L.B. Namier of the political department of the 
London Office of the Jewish Agency, may be considered to have given a quasi
official Jewish answer to the partition rumors in a letter of November 16 
to the Manchester Guardian. In view of the vast extent of the Jewish trage
dy, and the scope of Jewish achievement in Palestine, Professor Namer 
writes, only one solution is possible - that Palestine become an independent 
Jewish state. Though in 1937 some Zionist leaders were ready to negotiate 
for a Jewish state on the basis or· a partitioned Palestine, "The reasons for 
partition, "Professor Namier states, "no longer hold good.• 
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DR. WEIZJlA1~1 SEES THE PRIME MINISTER: Censorship difficulties make full reports of 
Dr. Weiz~ann•s recent negotiations in London impossible. It is, however, knmm that 
he had several encouraging discussions with Field Marshal Smuts who had been acting 
as head of the War Cabinet in Mr. Churchill's absence. Moreover, prior to the Prime 
llinister's eerarture :for the-Middle East, Dr. Weizmann had a long and friendly con
versation with him. In the fall o:f 1940, when Dr. Weizmann had his first interview 
with Mr. Churchill after the latter's appointment as Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill 
approved a memorandum presented by Dr. Yleizmann on the subject of the Jewish Army. 
Outside pressure and Mr. Churchill's concentration on major strategic problems were 
later responsible for the rejection by the Government of the proposed Je\tlsh Army 
which was to taper off into Jewish units and the Jewish battalions of the Palestine 
Regiment. Such contacts as the Zionist leadership has had with the Prime Minister 
since 1940 have demonstrated that there has been no essential change in the sympa-

. thetic attitude towards Zionism he manifested in his anti-White Paper speech of May, 
1939, and on so many previous occasions. Dr. Weizmann's recent interview with 
Mr. Churchill has confirmed our previous impression that he is still a firm believer in 
the cause of the Jewish National Home. He is determined to take some positive action 
in its behalf but is concerned with choosing what seems to him an appropriate time. 

MORE Ctl THE AR1/S FRONT: Though the news of Dr. Weizmann's conversation with 
Mr. Churchill has naturally proved gratifying to Zionist circles, all indications 
tr.ake it clear that an intense struggle is being waged against us and that there is a 
concentrated effort to create a situation adverse to us before any intervention on 
our behalf is judged advisable or timely. The Palestine Administration, though it 
released the tdrty-four arrested settlers of Rarr.at Hakovesh, continues its attempts 
to break up the Jewish Self-Defense. In searching the village of Eulda some weeks 
ago, it again chose a settlement which by the very nature of its exposed situation 
and its tragic history during periods of unrest, could hardly be expected not to 
hoard arms against possible .future attacks. There was a particularly sinister note 
in the suggestion by the President of the Court, the same officer v:ho had presided 
over the Arms Trial of the summer, that if the two villagers who had pleaded guilty 
(ina~much as the defense or the village is their special responsibility) would re
veal where they had obtained their small "illegal" arms cache, their sentences would 
be "considered in another light" -- an obvious bid to them to name the Hagana as 
their source of munitions. Hulda, it will be recalled, was burnt down in the riots 
of 1929 and lost seventeen of its settlers in the 1936-1939 disturbances mainly as a 
result of German-made land mines strewn over the unpaved roads surrounding the 
village. In the case of Hulda, as of Ra.mat Hakovesh, the pretext for the police 
raid y,as the search for Polish deserters; none was found in either village. Though 
the village's precarious situation was made clear to the court by the settlers and 
attested to by a police inspector, the two settlers who had pleaded guilty were 
sentenced to six and five years imprisonment each, after declining to reveal how 
they ceme into possession of the weapons. Three other settlers were given sentences 
of two years each. 
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A SEfATOR REFUTES THE MAC~IC!IA.EL FO __ LA: The arms searches are of course intended 

to be conclusive evidence in support of the Palestine Administration's self-serving 

formula that Jewish armed aggression will lead inevitably to an explosion in the 

Middle East , and that Zionism is a mena e to the United Nations• war effort through

out the M. ddle st . ignifi at re ~tion of t his heory has been .furnished by 

one of the five United States Senators who toured the war fronts . This gentleman 

who had been given the background of the Zionist situation before his departure, 

visited the Arab countries of North Africa a~d also Palestine. Throughout his trip 

he discussed the Palestine question with British and Arab states en. Wherever he 

went the British representatives were at pains to impress him with the tensio~ in 

Palestine and the danger of an explosion throughout the Arab world because of the 

Zionist issue. On the other hand, none of the many Moslem leaders to whom the 

senator spoke in Egypt and North Africa raised the Palestine question. The Senator's 

own conclusion is that it should not be impossible to bring about a satisfactory 

solution of the Palestine problem if the Arabs are properly dealt with in the other 

Arab countries. 

THF PASTS OF OUR VlORK : The conference of leaders of local emerge cy com:nittees held 

in Cleveland on December 11 and 12 made clear the basic political principle under

lying the work of both the national Zionist Emergency Council and the local emer

gency committees. The political situation with regard to Palestine seems to b~ 

developing with great rapidity, and it is in fact believed that the Palestine 

problem r.as discussed at the Cairo Conference. At a time when ultimate decisions on 

the political future of Palestine may well be under consideration, we for our part 

cannot limit ourselves to a mere demand for the removal of the restrictive White 

Paper but must state our own case positively and comprehensively. Hence all our 

, .rork must be predicated on the Palestine Resolution of the American Jewish Confere~ce 

which demanded the withdra~al 1n its entirety of the White Paper and control by the 

Jewish Agency of in:rnigration to, and agricultural and industrial develoFment in, 

Palestine -- these measures constituting "the essential pre-requisites for the at

tainment of a Je~ish majority and for the re-creation of the Jewish Commonwealth.• 

THE ~11':ANTED AltBULAJCES: An interesting little sidelight on the Palestine Admin

istration is furnished by Congressman Celler who reports that the ten ambulances 

purchased by the Order Sons of Zion last year for the Red Mogen David (the equi

valent in Jewish Palestine of the Red Cross), were kept in this country for six 

months for lack of import licenses from the Palestine Administration. All neces

Eary papers had been secured at this end - an export license from the Office of 

tconomic Warfare, clearance from the Lend-Lease Administration, etc. It was only 

after great effort by the Order Sons of Zion and personal representations by 

Congressman Celler to a prominent American official attached to the Middle East 

s ~pply Center that the Palestine Administration granted the necessary import license. 

VR. LOW} AND THE STRUMA: In the course of Mr. Breckenridge Long's appearance before 

the Foreign Affairs Committee, he was asked if he had any knowledge of the fatal 

accident to the Struma in 1941. The congressman who asked the question stated that 

te was under the impression that the ultimate cause of the disaster was the refusal 

of the Palestine Administration to give immigration certificates for Palestine to 

the Rumanian Jewish refugees crowded on the boat. Mr. Long's reply was: "There was 

a ship in 1941 which approached Istanbul. The boat was rerouted back and something 

happened in the Black Sea." Why it was turned back, he said, he did not remember in 

detail. He could look up the details and advise Congressman Mundt who had asked the 

question. Ur. Long's general conclusion was that nothing could have prevented the 

boat from exploding. •It was a terrible thing to happen, but it was one 0£ those 

things that do happen.• 
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DR. SIL ER TO MR . Lo·s : In order to f urnish Mr. Long with the details he had vol
unteered to look up for Mr. Mundt's information, Dr. Silver, as chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emereency Committee, wrote to Mr. Long, 
encl ~ing a copy of the memorandum on the Struma submitte1 to the Actin Secretary. 
of State la~t 'a ch . That e .oar um ha rrade it clear that had the Palestine 
Administration given t e S ur:.a. pas s~e~rs immigration certificates w~ich were in 
fact available under the quota, the Turkish Government woul d have been willing to 
permit the refugees to leave their u..~seaworthy boat and remain temporarily on 
Turkish soil. Every attempt to secu e i mmigration permits from the Palestine Ad
~inistration failed desp·tc the r e eated warnings of the Jewish Agency that rejec
tion of these a '[)eals meant death by drowning for the passengers: hence on Feb. 24, 
194.2 the Struma was ordered out of port by the Turkish authorities and went to 
pieces on reaching the open sea. Only one out of ?69 on board survived. Dr. Silver's 
letter ends: "The recollection remains bitter that owing to the refusal of the 
Palestine Administration in the face of urgent humanitarian pleas from many 
quarters, to admit these refugees to Palestine, the boat with its human cargo was 
ordered back to Rumania. It was in the course of this return trip that the ex
plosion took place, as a result of which all aboard, with one exception, were 
drowned. One may be permitte1 the reflection that the explosion came perhaps as a 
merciful release for peopl e who had already suffered greatly and who ,1ere now faced 
with return to the death chambers and concentration camps of the Nazis." 

THE ARGID.'ENT TH T llUST BE ANSWERED: Increased contact with government personnel 
during the last few months has made it clear to those actively involved in the work 
of the Emergency Council, that a principal line of attack of those opposed to the 
Jewish National Home is to question its absorptive capacity. That so small a land 
can solve so large a refugee problem is deemed impossible. The Emergency Council 
now has in preparation suitable popular material on the economic potentialities of 
Palestine. Special mention must be made here of a book to be published by Harper•s 
in March: "Palestine, Land of Promise" by Dr. Walter C. Lowdermilk, Assistant Chief 
of the U.S. Soil Conservation Bureau. This is a detailed and convincing analysis 
of the great possibilities in Palestine for the absorption of millions of new im
migrants. 

JISS STARK SEES THE BEST PEOPLE: The Palestine Administration's campaign for the 
preservation and implementation of the lbite Paper policy is being carried on in 
devious ways in this country. The propaganda in the New York Times is only one 
weapon. For the last few months Miss Freya Stark, the enthusiastically pro-Arab 
British archaeologist and author, has been in the United States: her mission is to 
make propaganda for the Arab cause, to explain why the White Paper should be carried 
out, and to sound out "important" -- ergo, generally anti-Zionist - .AIT!erican Jews 
on their attitude to Palestine. She is doing little public lecturing but devoting 
herself to "seeing people" and expounding to them as an "expert" her favorite theory 
that all of Arabia - from the lowliest fellah to the highest effendi - is passionate
ly and primarily concerned with the sad lot of the Arabs of Palestine v1hom the Jews 
are allegedly depriving of land and livelihood. While visiting and "observing" 
Palestine before her trip to the United States, Miss Stark did not find time to see 
any Jewish village, institution, or undertaking and could not manage even to meet 
with representatives of the Jewish Agency. 




