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BORJ WOLFF 

l. know tnat you are acquainted w1 h th fact tha-c I am 
l•aving iiou ton. l. do •o with d pr gret. Our congrega~ion haa now 

reach d 700 familiea in two y.ara, and ita enthu~iaam is a powitiv• con

tagion. In• r apon of tae pc;.o_pld ha been moat rewarding, and I carry 

a~ay tn• sa'Ciwiac~ion of proving that a Lib ral Reform witn sympathy for 

the need and a. piration• 01' K' lal t1sra 1 can ■weep oack the tide ot 

Je'Wi.n nobbi nness, iaola-cioniam and "aalvation by low visibility". 

I know of your deep interest in. ma. Dr. freehof ha.a 
mentioned to • your desire to have me come to Cl vela.nd to build a 

new congregation; and I appreciate and dleriah your high regard. I 

have communicated with Max Schrayer and Maurice i1sendrath indicating 

that I would be interested in conaideri this seriously. So far I have 
not had any word frcm Maurice. 

Th re muat alao be other ooasibilitiea. I would deeply 
appreciate your help in finding another auit 9ble place where I can continue 
to work for a liberal, deeply-J 9wish Reform. 

lrances joins me in warmest greetin s and b at wiah sfbr 
auoceas in your great work, and for atrength and health and satisf cticnfor 

your, Mrs. Silv r and the boys, during the coming y r. 

Cordially your a, 

P.S. You may be intereated in what happaned here. Th• congr gation elected 

both of us aa rabb~s to serve on equal basis, both le.at December and again this 

May, with Bob's consent arxl without his raiaing any issue. e -worked tog•ther 

without dis1ention and with great auoce s. People complimented our team-work 

and Bob had publicly and privately expreased his happiness at w:>si.ng_with me. 

Recently Bob surpriaed me with the d•and that I be his subordinate in title and 

alary and that "he write the policy and I carry it out". He told a few key 

leaders of the Board that unless he had his way he would leave. They were upaet 

and asked me to give in to him. I conceded that he could have the fin&! aay in 

any difference in major policy, and agreed even to take the ti:tl• co-Rabbi, but 

refu~ed to go further. The 1 adera 11ympathi1ed with my refusal but felt that their 

firat obligation was to Bob since he was elected Rabbi first. I told them there

fore t~at I would find another positicn as aoon as poaaible, and that they hoold 

not raise th• iaaue further since it would only atir up a bitter fight &lld jeopar

dise the harmony and atrength of this congregation which I have given so much 

to build up. 
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.. SUBJECTS THAT Y BE corSIDERED AT EETI G OF APRIL 7TH: 

I. Agreement between eatablished temples to encourage formation 
of new Reform congregation in Cleveland: 

• To give spiritul support by speaking of it from pulpit and 
temple publications; and by urging their members to encourage 
the unaffiliated to join it. 

b. E 6 tablished congregations shall inform new applic nts for 
membership of the third congregation and encourage them to 
join it. They might also have liter ture and membership 
applications at their offices. 

c• Established congregations shallexplore possibility of helping 
make available cemetery privileges to members of new cong. 

d. Financi 1 contribution to be m de, during the first year . 

This will be dependent upon: 
l)Estimation of new congregation's budget. 
2)0utlingng manner of meeting it: 

a)Contribution of the Union. 
b)Contribution of the congregations. 
c)Estim te of amount that can be raised through dues. 

e. Help of fin ncial nature that may be asked for if needed, beyond 
the first year. 

f. Setting up the Temporary Bo rd: 
( uggested outline as ba ·s of discussion:) 

l)The Temporary Boards all be composed of fifteen members, 
five to be chosen by ax x •mmi~~•• the committee of 
The Temple from *%x the embers of the emple, and five 
similarly By the committ of the Euclid Avenue Templ • 
These ten sh 11 appoint five others from persons belonging 
to neither congreg tion. These last five shall be pr• 
sons interested in helping and in belonging to the new 
congregation. The first ten , however, shall be per-
fectly free to choose wh ther or not to remain members 
of the new congregation once the permanent board is 
elected. 

2) he T~mpor ry Board shall have power to appoint to its 
committees anyone hom it deems wise. 

3)The temporary Bo rd sh 11 be privileged to augment itself 
b y ppointing additional board members. 

4◊It shall be empowered to choose the name oft he new congre
g tion if it deems wise. 

5) It shall set 
congreg tion 
succeed it. 
ber. 

the date for the incoY"poration of the 
and the election of the Permanent Bo 
It is contemplated that such date be 

nev, 
rd to 
in D c 

g. The n w congregation is to be an independ nt congregation, whose 
a.ctions ar to be decided in the beginning by the T mporary 
Bo rd, and later b , the incorporated congregation and board . 

m .. 
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h. Since no institution can advance without cl ar purpose and 
program, we con ider it appropriate to decllre that then w 
congregation will seek to foster the spirit of Reform Judaism, 
and to win wider me bership to its ranks. It consider• 
Reform as a movement th t consciously fosters the adjustment 
or fewiah observances and education to the needs of each new 
age in order ther by to preserv Judaism as a living moving 
force in th lif of h whol Jewish people. The new congre
gation shall strive to deepen the personal religious faith 
of its membersJ to 1 ad them to acknowledge and fulfill their 
obligation to worship and observe Jewish r ligio s customs 
regularlyJ to encourag them to participate in all movements 
that hold promise of impr~ving the conditions of life 1azx .. • 

\ 

looally and elsewher, and specially of ringin r scue, 
r building and security'• for -the sorely tried eople or IsraelJ 
to de p the knowledGe of fud ism and of the H br w language; 
to enrich Jewish obs rvances b v the ut11·zation of Jewish 
traditions in joyous modern formJ to encourag a sense of 
the unity of th Household of Isr el and a friendly fellowship 

Dong all o may b ttr ct d to the religious and other 
activiti s of th co r gation, r g~rdle s of diff rences or 
opinion th a is a on th o Jewish national, politital, 
ands cular is u 

Then co gr ation ill also lend its sup ort to all 
worthy forts to p s rv n extend the influenc of Judaism 
as a reli 0 ion~ and w 11, through its own effort, and in 
cooper tion ith ota r J wi hr ligious organizations, trive 
to incr a t pro ortion of th fewiah ople hoar active 
partio pants 1 th S na o d its activiti s. 

II. att r of proc d r : 

a. Sue e te name fort he T mporary Board. 

b. Date of the first • ting of the Temporar Board. 

c. Su g tions that may be trans itted to that Boarda 
(Th se a y or a not••• b brought up at the me ting) 

1) Location of the T ple. 
2) anncr of winnin members. 
3) Fi din offic s ace. 
4) Finding a house forte rabbi. 
5) R co mending an Ex cutiv• Secretary. 
6) Recomm nding a usic Dir ctor. 
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