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L 9.3.43 

N E W S 

********************** .... 
AMERICA 

.AMERICAN JEWRY D!XANDS JEWISH CaotONWE.ALTH IN PALESTINE 
Programa .tor Rescue of Jews And Postwar Status Described in Resolutions 

Adopted by .American Jewish Conference in New York; - - - -
Only 4 Out of 502 Delegates Dissent from Palestine Resolution 

New York (JPS) -- for the second time in twenty-five years the JeWish community cL the United States, represented by democratica1ly chosen 
delegates to the Jlnerican Jewish Conference, has gone on record as favoring the establishment of a Jew1sh Commonwealth 1n Palestine. The momentous action, its importance enhanced by the low political fortunes 
ot the Zionist movement and by the warnings against the decision coming from a small number of delegates representing the American JeW1sh Committee~ was the climax of the American Jewish Conference, which had brought 502 delegates from all parts ot the United States and representing every maJor national organization and Jewish community. 

Because the Palestine resolution had been the core of contention even before the Conference had opened and was the subject of the 
most intense debate during the proceedings, the atmosphere in which it was finally presented on the fl~or was charged nth the deepest emotion. As Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Palestine Committee, read the resolution that represented the composite of all the groups, an extraordinary burst of cheering, applause and finally the singing of Hatikvah 1n the very midst ot the resolution greeted his mention ot the phrase 1Jew1eh Commonwealth.' 

Other major resolution• adopted by the Conference before it oonoluded 1t1 aessione on ThursdaJ nighti September 2n4 included sever
al devoted to the reeoue of the Jewe ot liurope, outlining a progra 
tor the poatwar status ot European Jewry and demanding JeW1ah represen
tation on international bodlee to be aet up tq deal With relief, rehab-111tatlon and resettlement. 

It wae aleo deolded that the Oonterenoe wou14 be aubJeot to 
reoallf not later tban one 7ear tram the date of a4JOUl'Dll8nt, at the 
requa~ of a boa, Jmown •• tbe Interim OGIIIDlttee Whloh wu eet up to oonalat ot one bm' for nry ten 4elegat•• p1ua •lot at large. 
!he Int na Oolalttee (0oDilmae4 on Page 2) 
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would implement the decision of the Conterenoe. However, if pea~e should be declared, the JeWish delegates to any peace conference would have to be seleoted by another session of the entire Ame:rican ""'e-N'i. s::. Conference and not by the I~terim Committee, a name ohoeen in defe~ence to those who disliked the n&a1e Executive Committee on the ground that it implied broad powers to act. 

One ot the chief issues that dominated the behind-the-scenes discussion - and virtu.ally e~ery major deo1s1on was ironed out 1n com-mi t~;ee meetings rather than on the floor of the Conference --- r•evol ved around the question ot the permanence ot the Conferenoe. Several of the existing organizations felt that converting the Conferenoe into an established and permanent body would jeopardize their own scope of aot1v1ty. The only group whioh strongly favored making the Conr~rence an s.11-time assembly tor the expression ot Views by Ame~ioan Jews on all important Jewish p-oblems was the Zionist labor bloc. 

Resolution on Palestine 

Prior to the reading of the resolution on Palestine, Dr. Silver called attention to the fact that the Jewish Labor Committee and the National Council ot Jewish Women representatives were abstaining rom voting. He read a declaration by each. The Jewish Labor Comm1tee declared its solidarity with JeWieh labor in Palestine on the aubeote of Palestine immigration and colonization, demanded the revovat1m f the White Paper of 1939 and a guarantee of free immigration, land urohase and colonization 1n Palestine. As to the ultimate conet1 tu,~ ional status of Palestine, the Committee could not express any opinion eoause there is no unanimity of view among its members. The Council t Jewish Women statement pointed out that its membership 1s widely ivergent and that its program does not specifically cover the subject f Zionism. Under the ciroumstanoes the three delegates would havo to etrain from casting any vote. 

Three resolutions had been submitted, Dr. Silver observed. 1 had been incorporated into a single resolution. He did not report at was commonly known that 1n his committee the vote on the resolu-1on was 62 to 2. The resolution read as follows: 

•we, JeW1ah citizens of the United States dwelling in seour1-ty in this our beloved land, which, because ot its democratic institutions and just laws 1gives to bigotry no sanction and to persecution no assistanoe, 1 and dedicated 1n undivided loyalty to the noble spirit of our country, are gathered ~ere as an American Jewish Oonterenoe, a demoorat1oally elected body representative of American Jewry to cope with tho trag1o problems ot our fellow Jews all over the worlr\. We make the tollow1ng declaration of prino1p1Ge as to the relation between the Jew1eh people, the Homeland in Palestine and the world need tor postwar reconstruot1on. 
1Tlle Jew1ah problem has been made one of the central elements 1n the present assault on 01v111zat1on. In a world-w1de Naz1-raec1at oonap1raoy 1ta &21)lo1tat1on has oonst1tuted the 1n1t1al phase ot the as-• sault. Ita solution 1a an integral part ot the oond1 tlona needed for an enduring peace. 

1In the t1r1t World Var, the 01v111sed nat1ona pointed to a aolutlon of the J8111ah probl• through tbe reoone'tl'IIOtlon of the Jew1eh Ollleland 1n Pa1eat1ne (Oomlnued on Page ~) 
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1th which the Jew1.sh people has been bound up hietorioally and religi
ously throughout the oentur1ea~ This was expressed in the Balfour Dec
arat1on issued by the Br1 tish Gcvernment, af~er consul tat1on be·cween 
he Allied and Associated Powers, on November 2. 1917, and in the Man
ate for Palestine accorded to G.t•eat Britain in 1922, with the consent 
f the fifty-one member nations of the League of Nations and with the 
nan1mous approva1 of the Congress of the United States. 

"on the basis of this international covenant the Je ·-11 sh p~o
le set itself to the task of recreating its historic Homela!'ld in l' a1.
st1ne. In the course of twenty-five years, 1t has dGruonetrated a con
tructive capacity which has already had a profound effect both on the 
opes and outlook of the Jewish people, and on a country which had for 
enturies been regarded as one of the derelict areas of the world. The 
rogress of all sections of Palestine, Arab as well as Jewish, under 
he stimulls of the developing Jewish Homeland le one of the most nota
le phenomena of our time, the con·tribution of democratic Jewish Pales-
1ne to the victories of the armies of the United Nations in the Near 
ast has been a significant vind1oat1on of the policy initiated by 
orld opinion and oarr1ed out in the labors and eaoriflcee of the Jew
eh people. 

11 Thie period of reconstruot1on, however, has co1no1d.ed with 
general deterioration of world order and international morality. 

h1ef among the v1ot1me of this deterioration have been the millions of 
ewe in Europe. Yet despite the taot that the conditions which made 
mperative the re-establishment ot the Jewish Homeland a quarter of a 
entury ago have been intensified beyona the darkest forebodings, the 
1ghts internationally guaranteed to the Jewish people With respect to 
alest1ne have been progressively whittled down on grounds of adminis
rative and political expediency until, with the promulgation of the 
lte Paper of May 1939, the solemn promise made to the JeWish people 

as virtually nullified and the last hope of millions of homeless Jews 
hreatened with ext1notion. 

1The American Jew1eh Oonterenoe, meeting at a time when the 
policies ot the peace are 1n the malting, and oonsc1ous ot its historic 
~espons1b111ty and of its position as representative ot Amerionn Jewry 
and spokesman tor the silenced JeW1eh oommun1t1ea of Europe, oa1le 
for the loyal and faithful fulfillment of the covenant entered into be
tween the na ti one ot the world and the Jew1 ah people . 

'We call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, and 
of the Mandate for Palestine whose intent and underlying purpose, based 
on the 'historical oonneotion ot the Jelf1eh people With Palestine,' was 
to reconstitute Palestine as the JeW1eh Commonwealth. 

•we demand the immediate v1. thdraval 1n 1 ta entirety ot the 
Palestine White Paper of May 1939 With 1te unwarranted reatr1otiona on 
Jewish imm1grat1on and land settlement. The White Paper is a violation 
ot the rights aooorded to the JeViah people under the Mandate for Pal
eatine. lt was oharaoter1 zed by Mr. Winston 0huroh111 1n the House of 
Commons as 'a breach and a repud1at1on of the Balfour Declaration. t 
The Permanent Mandates Oommiaaion ot the League ot Nations refused to 
recognize 1ts legality or 1t1 moral Tal1d1t7. 

1The Oonterenoe demand• that the gates ot Jtaleetlne be opened 
to Jewish 1JUl1grat1cn, (Continued on Page 4i) 

I 
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and that the Jewish Agency, recognized under t':l~ }.e.ndate ae: t~a suthor-
1zed representative of the Jewish people, be ves·t,.;..l w~th autho:~::.. ty to 
direct and regulate immigration into Palestine, tc J.ove10, to t L.e m1~.·
mum the agricultural and industrial pose1b111 tie f-! -i.ne. the nE..t·i:i:- p.l ra
sou?'oea ot the country, and to ut111~e 1-ta unou:·~1. ~·:i·~ed and u 'lJrcL~1ed 
lands for Jewish oolon1zat1on and tor the benef1 t .: -e the coun·t:ry as a 
whole. 

1 '?he measures here urged oonst1tute tbe e~eer.tial prorequi
sitos tor the attainment of a Jewish majority ar:d !01• the rfi-c:reat1on 
of the Jewish Commonwealth. . 

"In the pursw.t ot its objective ot a Jewish Commo!r~ealth, 
the Jewish people has steadfastly held before 1 t the id.oale which shal:. 
integrate Jewish Palestine within the now democratic world structure. 
The Jewish people pledges itself to scrupulous regard for and preserva
tion of the religious, 11ngu1st1c and cultural rights ot the Arab popu
lation of Palestine, and to the a1V11 and religious equality of all itti 
inhab1 tan ts before the law. The 1nV1olab111 ty of the Holy Places ot 
the v~ioua rel1g1one shall be guaranteed. 

1Tbe Jewish people reattinns its readiness and oee~~e tor 
ful:. co-operation with 1te Arab neighbors in Palestine, and, :tn the 
-;.---~rk of 1te own national redempt1,;,n, welcomes the economic a.ncl poll t1-
-~tl '1evelopment ot the Arab peoples . ot the Near East. 

•on the baa1a both of the part 1t has played 1n tha history 
ot c1v111zat1cn, and of its present achievement 1n Palestine, the Jew-
1 ah people believes that the JeV1ah Oommonweal th to be e sta".lliehed will 
represent another fundamental oontr1but1on to the social and political 
ideals ot the world. It V1.ll finally answer the agonized cry of the 
most martyred of peoples, and enable it to take 1ts rightful place in 
that progress1 ve order of mankind whioh, we pray, may issue from the 
present struggle.• 

Throughout the reading of the resolution applause greeted 
virtually every sentence, until at the end the audience rose, cheered 
and broke into the a1ng1ng of Hatikvah. Henry Monsky, president of 
B1 na1 B•r1th, rose to say that the resolution would become an h1etor1o 
document Vital to the future ot the Jew1ah people and he wanted to 
claim the pr1v11ege, one he would cherish al.l h1 • lite, ot seconding the. 
motion. 'l'he vote was then taken by the showing of the blue delegate 
o'1.rda. ~ vast 1ea of upraised arma replied to the call tor affirmative 
vote a. There were tour negat1 ve wtea by Rabbi Louis Mann, ot Chio ago, 
and the delegate• of the Jmer1oan Jewish Oomnittee, Joaeph M. Proskauer, 
New Yo~, Jacob Blaustein, Balt1m1re, and JTed Lasarua, Columbus. 

Dr. Stephen a. ¥lee, who presided at the eesa1on, ell)reaaed 
grat1t1oatlon at the vote and noted that although be had voted against 
the re■olut1on tba Pre■14ent of the aerioan JeV1ah Com1ttee had re
mained 1n the ball aa a delegate. At this Kr. Prouauer received 
a r1■1ng 0Yat1on. lie then ~•ad the ocmm1tlee deolarat1on whioh said, 
in pal'tl 

1%t 1a nth profound NSNt that, tor the •er1oan Jev1ah 
Ooannittee aa4 a, two fellow 4e1egaua fNII tbat organlut1on, I muat 
reg1a1er 41, ... , ft-GIi the naolutlou 1dl1oh baft been 1ntro4uoed and 
wh1ah J baft no 4cubl ld.U NOeln tbe wt• of th1• Conterenoe. 

, (Oonllmaef on Page I) 
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These resolutions at this critical time call tor vesting in 

wish authorit7 the tull power to regulate and direct immigration into 
est1ne A.nd presently Call for the creation of a Jewish Commonwealth. 
te apart from the validity or invalidity of these proposals were 

ey to be considered 1n the interval between the cessation of host111-
ee and a Peace Conference, we believe that at this time, when the 
avest and most delicate military and world-wide pol1t1oal questions 

involved, the present issuance of thee~ proposals oontaine1 in the 
olut1ons 1a unwise because it may carry with it embarrassment to the 
ernments ot the United Nations, and is calculated to Jeopardize the 
tus of Jews and even prejudice the fullest development ot the Jewish 
tlement in Palestine itself .••• 

"In entering this Conference, the .American Jewish Committee 
ed on the condition that the then so-called 1Assembly 1 should be 
led the 'Conference' and that the right of any participating organi-
1on to dissent from and, so dissenting, not to-be bound by the oon
sions of the Conference was recognized. Pursuant to that provision, 
myself an~ for my two fellow-delegates and the .American Jewish Com

tee, and for the reasons I have mentioned, we regretJully dissent 
concurrence v1th these resolutions.• 

Al.though 1t was evident that there was resentment smong many 
agates at the phrases Mr. Proskauer used to describe hie ~issent, 
audience seemed to regard the action of the American Jewish Com

tee delegates in remaining part ot the Conference despite their 
sent as sportsmanlike. 

At other aeaaions of the Conf'erenoe, major addresses were 
ivered by Rabbi Irving Miller of Far Rockaway, L.I., Rabbi Ph111p S. 
nste1n of New York, Ra.bbl Wolf Gold and Halpern Le1v1ck, the poet. 

One ot the signitioant resolutions presented by Judge Levin
al at the closing session expressed the support of the Conference ot 
e labors ot Dr. Chaim Weizmann as President of the Jewish Agency for 
estine. A aeries ot tributes to individuals associated with the 

nference was heard at the final session, with Dr. Stephen· S. Wise 
1ng given a warm ovation and praise being given also to h1a tellow
bers of the preliminary praes1dium, Henry Monsky and Joseph M. Pros

uer. The mood of the Conference was also reflected when, after Judge 
ry M. Fisher of Chicago had delivered a speech 1n praise of .America 

d its blesa1nga, the audience broke into the singing of IrV1ng Ber-
n •a God Blase America. Rabbi Wise paid tribute to the aurv1vore of 
e first American Jewlah Congress peace delegation, whioh comprised, 
sides himself, Rabbi B. L. Levinthal, Philadelphia, and Judge Julian 

. Mack. At Dr. Wiae•a suggestion the latter two were elected honorary 
legates to the Conference and Bernard G. Richards was named honorRJIY 
cretary. The spirit of high resolve on whioh the Conference ended was 

anoed by a brief message apoken by Dr. Silver, who expreaae1 the hope 
at tba next time the Conference met 1 t would be in a time of redemp-
on and peace. 

Rf101ut1on1 0n Poatyar statu■ 
A 'Wide-ranging prop-• .atteoting the political atatua of the 

we in the poatwar wor14 vu a4opte4 bJ the Conference at the next to 
e laat aeaa1on. 1, rea4 aa to1101f■c (Continued on Pqe 8) 
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1 The catastrophe which has overwhelmed the Jews of E~r ope has 

s roots in the international anarchy which contr j buted to t h8 a:3sault 
the Axis powers on civ11 i~at lon .. No people a.nywbere can hens ·,o 

,tab11~h its life on peri.n~"leflt f ound.at i ons of S 3(il:1~~.ty ana. justice un
the same funnamental righ".;a a.?'C accorde equHl .l y to all .. 

11
We ear.q~Jlt1X . ..bf'J?'3 thn t ~ l:orld ora e~ bnr;ecl on the Fo~:r Fr.eei .. 

oms and the A~1ant1~~ QJ:.L_arte1 --~✓j) l ~ls o f~nd-£:-;,--(;·x-~csTc~Tnan ·I~-:--, 
·rnat ional Bill of Righ ~ s t?mh ~rl~~:i.ng; 

111. Full B:.~?- completJL.J2_rotect1on ot life and liberty for all_ 
ts of all C.?~:.n.:~~•ies without distinc·t i on of birth, ne.tionali +..y , 
race or rel1 ~on. 
112. Unequivocal egual1 ty of rights in law M1 in fact for Al1. 

a c1t!~ens of eve~y country. • 

. The 1 1ennble right of all rel 1g1ous nlc An-1. cul- • 
and fo ter their res eotive 111ent1·~1eii 1 

. 
11 Ant1-Bem1t1sm was a major instrument ueeri by the NJ:\.z1a in 

e establishment of' a totali tar1an regime 1n Germany M'l !ts a spe;u-
ead in the war:!are against the nemocrao1es of the world. Anti-Sem1•-
1so is 1~compat1ble with the demoorat1o way of 11f'e ann thrcatcno the 
rcedom an1 the very existence of liberty-loving peoples throughout the 
orld and consequently undermines the foundations of c1v111zed order. 

"Ant1.••Bem1 tism as an instrument of 1nterntl an~ international 
~-:'---~--=s::=h91Jl11 be outl a.wed. In order to be ma.de eff eoti ve, th1 a out 

should be implemented by 1nternRt1onal conventions an~ national 
t1on. 

"We urge that proper and adequate machinery be establ1shen to 
and safe ar~ these obJeotives. 

"A survey of conditions ore Ated in Ax1s-controlled or oooupied 
ountries, among which are countries of age-long Jewish settlem~nts, re
eals the undeniable fact that 1n ad11t1on to sharing all the d1sab111-
1es suttered by their non-Jewish fellow o1t1zens, Jews have been 
1ngled out tor ruthless extermination. We therefore ur~e thRt special 
ttentlon be given by the United Nations to the a1et1nct1ve Jewish pro
lems created by this policy in the appl1oat1on by the United Nations ot 
he following measures to repair the ravages caused by the war. 

•1. · Immediate abrogation with retroactive ettect ot all 
easures d1acr1m1nating on racial, religious, or political grounds 
ga1net any section of the population, including all acts ot denatural.1-
at1on. 

•2. Recognition of the right of all refugees, deportees, and 
ther Victims ot Ax1a persecution, 1t they desire to do so, to return 
o their plaoea ot de taoto rea1denoe and to the opportun1t1ea of wh1oh 
hey have been deprived, and prov111on ot financial and other measurea 
nabling them to do ao. . 

•S. lleoogn1t1on ot the right to 1ndemn1t1oat1on tor all tboae 
ho have ntteN4 the lo•• ot property (Continued on Page '1) 
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/or livelihood as a result of 11scr1m1natory measures, 1ncluriiP-.g the 
s or communal property by Jewish or ganizat i ons such innemn1f1oation 
be a charge on public funds. ' 

14. Detention of persons char~c w~th crimes agR1nst inte~
ional law and human1 ty, such crimes t o be ·ur1c'"lerstood to 1nc1ude all 
.: committed ~~ the Nazis and ".;he~.r f o:10,?e:,3~ designed to de spoil 
~ ac.e and dea ,. I oy civilian popul av i ons U!!d et· i he1r control, ar~d t h -c; 
pletion of al'ra."lgements for the trial of Ba•!~1 per.3cu.EI j .mr:iedla ely 
. .LOl41r.g the u~ ~sat ion of host!J..i ~~cs j n accorciance wl th p:cot;e i u.re s 
·, eed upon by the governments or the Un~ ted Nations." 

A six-point program was submitted by the Rescue Committee. 
read as follows: 

°More than three million Jews have been done to death by the 
od stained Nazi tyranny and the f cu~ million Jews who aur7i ·e in 
s Europe 11 ve daily in the shadow of an 1nexo1·able doom. The .Amer1•
Jewish Conference solemnly declares that if the Nazis and their 

ompl.1ces are pel'mitted to achieve "..;heir avowed purposeD which is the 
al dest11 uct1on of Jewlsh ] 1fa in the territories unde1~ their contr·ol, 
ilization will have . suffered an over~ .. whelming dtea.stor beyond the 
e.r of victory to repa1~. Military victory cannot reoall a murdered 
ple from their mass graves. 

1The Conference records its deep concern that, four months at~ 
the Bermuda Conference, and eight months after the Collective Decla

t1on of the United Nations condemning the mass murder of the Jewiah 
ople in Europe, the democracies have ae yet failsd to inst1 tute sue
lned and vigorous a,(rt.ton to rescue those who may yet be saved. The 
s!. ti on remains unchaI!ged, save that in the meaniJ.me many arldi t1 bnal 
ns of thousands of Jews have been hurried to unnatural death. 

1The Conference asks in the name of the common faith in the 
therhood of God Md of the ideals for which the United Nations are 
ghting that the Governments shall recognize that a d1stin,,t1ve Jewiel:l 
oblem has been create,1. J.n Europe which imposes an inescapa·o1e moral 
ligation on the democracies, and that such moral obligation must tin~ 
.. re9s1on in spec1al praotioal measures which must be commensurate wi ~!') 
c gra\""ity anti urgency of the situation. The Conterenoe aocor11ngly 
·gee that the following measures be taken immediately: 

11. A solemn warning addressed by the leaders of the ~emoora
ee to the Axis governments and their satellites must make it clear 
at the inet1gatore of crimes against the Jews, as well as the accom-
1ces and agents of the criminals, will be brought to justice; that all 
o prevent the release of Jews from Axis captivity and their departure 
havens of refuge will be punished tor their canplic1ty in the policy 
extermination· and that res1st4!l08 to the policy of extermination 

d aid given to'viot1ma of Nazi policy will be telten into oons1derat1on 
the day of reokon1ng. 

"'l. Thia warning should be given force and substance by the 
ediate oonatitut1on of the Al.lied C01111111a11on on War Crimea 1n London . 

1oh, though 1t1 formation waa announced ne,u'ly a year ago, has no, yet· 
t. And 1 t should be a pr111larY task of the Commie al on to bring home to 
e people ot Germany the enormity ot the or1me1 committed ln the1r nm• 
d the oerta1nty ot retribution. (Continued on Page 8) 
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"3. The demoorac1ee should recognize and proola1m the right 
empaary asylum for every surviving Jewish man, woman and child who 
escape from the Hitler1te fury into the territories of the United 
ons. 

11 4. There should be public acknowledgment of the right of 
y Jewish refugee who can reach Palestine not only to find a haven 
to establish his permanent home in that count rv . .., 

ne. The neutral nations bordering on Axis occupied territori~ 
ld be encouraged by financial help, by additional supplies and by 
opriate guarantees on the ultimate disposal of the refugees brought 

o their territories, to secure the release of Jews, espeo1ally ch11~ 
, and give them hospitality in their own lands or the right of tran-
to havens of refuge. 

16. A special intergovernmental agency should be created 
ch, working in consultation with Jewish organizations, should be 
vide_d with the resources and armed with the author! ty to seize every 
ortunity to send supplies through appropriate channels, provide the 
ns for Jewish self-defense and co-ordinate and expand the work of 
eue through the underground. 

1The Conference recognizes that all the victims of Nazi opp
s1on, irrespective of raoe or f ,a1th, are entitled to aid and succor 

the United Nations. But the situation of the Jews in Europe is 
que in its tragedy. They have not only been more deeply wounded 

any other people, but alone among all the subject commun1t1es 
Y have been doomed to total destruction by an act of state. For 
ry one of them - men, women and children - the alternative to ree
ls deportation and death. 

1 In the name of the Je~s of .America, the Conference respect
lly addresses a most earnest appeal to the President of the United 
ates not to suffer democracy to go down in defeat on the first front 
ened by Hitler in his war on civilization. The Conference affirms 
s faith that democracy has it in its power to deny victory on this 
ont to Hitler and take the fate of the Jewish people 1n Europe out of 
s hands. 

1It 1s not yet too late. But time presses.• 

A resolution asking tor Jewish representation on United Na
one assistance agencies was adopted after presentation by Dr. Hay1m 
neman of Philadelphia. 

It requested •recognition by the United Nations of the jus• 
oe of the JeWiah claim for representation for the purposes of advice 
d co-operation on agencies that have and will be set up by the United 
t1ons to deal with problems ot relief, rehabilitation, resettlement 
d other aspects ot postwar reconstruction.• 

Interim cm,rn\ttee 
Pen41ng tbe completion ot aelectlon by each of the blocs, the 

ea ot the Imerta C0flll1ttee aembere include the following: 

(Continued on ~age 9) 




