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Robbi Silver lo Visit South 
Africa In June 
DR. LOWY DISCUSSES 

PROBLEMS CONFRONTING 
S.A. ZIONISM 

RABBI HILLEL SILVER, the famous American Zionist 
~ea.Gier and one of the leading personalities in World 

Jewry to-day, is expected to arrive in Johannesburg early 
m Jume to participate in the Jewish National Fund Jubjlee 
celebratiions, which will be held on a country-wide scale. He 
will stay for some three weeks in the Union and will visit 
the mam centres. This information was given to a confer
ence of Jewish pressmen, held at the S.A. Zionist Federation 
Office , ,Johannesburg, by Dr. ·S. Lowy, of the Jewish 
National Fund bead office, who is at present on an extended 
visit to the Union. . . , ~ 

Dr. Lowy, who during the last 
few months has visited small and 
large cenbcs of the Jewish com
munity throughout the country, 
had high praise for South African 
Jewry. Acsimi'ation had not made 
any sub~t:mtial inroads here, he 
said, and the community repre
sented a homogeneous whole. 

"But there is a danger of losing 
this howcgencity," he stressed. 
"You have to watch after the 
educatiory of the community. They 
are ti1 e·l of 'pep' talks and 
pamphlet propaganda. They want 
cultural stimulus. Some of the 

country places 
visitor except at campaigns. 
must feed your community with 
real and vital material." 

Turning to the "party non
party;, controversy at present 
mging in S.A. Zionism, Dr. Lowy 
said that without entering into 
the p1 bs aml cons of the problem, 
he found that most people die] 
not know the differences between 
the various parties; even party 
people wci e 01ten ignorant ot 
what their parties stood for. On 
many occasions he ha:l to give 
short adch·eses on the subject. 

He felt that if parties had a 
claim, at least they should inform 
thei1 1 supporters what they stood 
for. 
Of Jewish education 

country, Dr. Lowy said 
found the position was improving. 

He emphasised that greater 
stress should be laid on Chalutziut 
among the youth. Many were in
terested in settling professionally 
in Israel. 

Speaking of the I.U.A., Dr. Lowy 
said that this fund-raising machine 
was a powerful instrument in 
assisting Israel. "The Zionist Move- ' 
ment has to be made aware, how
ever, that in order to keep this 
machine working, the spirit of the 
community has to be stimulated. 

"We have to put something into 
the community if we expect 1·e
turns, and this is the problem 
which the Zionist Movement faces 
here," he said. 
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Dr. Hillel Silver May Launch 
J.N.F.Jubilee Celebrations In S .. A. 
AT a press conference held before his departure to Israel, Dr. S. Lowy, 

who has been visiting South Africa on behalf of the J.N.F., disclosed 

that there was every likelihood that Dr. Hillel Silver, veteran American 

Zionist leader, would be visiting the Union to inaugurate the Jubilee 

«ielebrations of the Jewish National Fund in June. 

Dr. Lowy. who visited more 

centres in South Africa than 
other emmisary from Israel. said 

that the "human material" in South 

Africa was different from that in 

any other community he had yet 

met. Jewish feelings were definite

ly stronger and the Jews tended to 

stick together much more than in 

America. for example, and the 

process of assimiliation was not as 

quick as in other countries. He 

felt that the strength of the South 

African Jewish community lay in 

its homogeneity and its Zionism, 

which was much more deeply 

rooted than in any other Anglo

Saxon country. 

Dr. Lowy was impressed by the 

large proportion of youth, especi

ally in the professions, who were 

showing a keen interest in migrat

ing to Israel. 

About the I.U.A. Dr. Lowy had 

this to say: It was definitely 9-

powerful force, but the difficulty 

lay in the question of how to 

keep up the spirit. He suggested 

that South African Jews should 

undertake to support some institu

tion in Israel. They would in a 

sense. adopt it and see that it 

received all the necessary assis

tance. By having something con

crete to work for. Dr. Lowy felt 

that local Jewry would be given 

an impetus. 

Dr. Lowy said he had found 

that the J.N.F. had some very 

warm supporters, but most of the 

praise was due to the women who 

were keeping the J.N.F. alive in 

this country. 



RABBI SILVER'S 
SOUTH AFRICAN 

VISIT 
Rabbi Hillel Silver, the famous 

American Zionist leader, will leave 
the United States on June 21st for 
his coming three weeks' visit to the 
Union. Rabbi Silver will visit the 
main centres of South Africa in 
connection with the Jubilee cele
brations of the Jewish National 
Fund. 



ON THE MOVE 
TEL AVIV, Wednesday. 

SEVERAL Israel ministers and 
other promtnent world Jewish 

figures are at present on visits 
oversea. 

Word has been received that 
Rabbi Hillel Silver will leave for 
South Africa on June 21 for a three 
week's visit in connection with the 
J.N.F. Jubilee. 

The Minister of Labour, Mrs. 
Golda Myerson, left Israel by air 
on Thursday for the United States, 
after which she will visit Buenos 
Aires. 

MR. GERI 
Mr. Yaacov Gerl, Israel Minister 

of Trade and Industry, arrived in 
New York on Sunday: He is one 
of the first of Israel's Cabinet 
Ministers who are to visit the 
United States in connection with 
the flotation of the Israel Govern
ment's 500 million dollar bond 
Issue. He will report on economic 
development in Israel and is to 
visit at least twenty of the major 
American cities. While in the 
United States, Mr. Gerl will also 
consult with leaders of the United 
Jewish Appeal. , 

MOSHE SHAPIRO 
Mr. Moshe Shapiro, Israel Minis

ter of the Interior and Immigra
tion, arrived In New York yester
day. 

DR. JOSEPH 
Dr. Dov Joseph, Israel Minister 

of Communications, has also 
arrived in the U.S. 

"My trip Is connected mainly 
with the bond issue campaign to 
raise money vitally needed for the 
further development of the State 
and the absorption of unpreceden-

I HERE IN JUNE 

Rabbi Hillel Silver, American -
Zionist leader, will leave the 
United States on June 21 for a 
three week's visit to the Union. 
He will visit the main centres of 
South Africa in connection with 
the Jubilee celebrations of the 
Jewish National Fund. 

......... HIIIHIIHllll ■ llllllllll■ltHlllllllll_,..NI .. HUftJIII> 

ted mass Immigration," Dr. Joseph 
told a J.T.A. correspondent. 

A message from London says 
that ·the Marchioness of Reading, 
President of the World Jewish 
Congress British Section, sailed on 
board the "Queen Elizabeth" for 
New York. She will be the guest 
of honour at the ceremony of dedi
cating the Stephen Wise Congress 
House of the American Jewish 
Congress next month. 
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RABBI HILLEL SILVER, the 
famous American Zionist· leader, 

will leave the United States of 
America on June 21 for a three 
weeks' visit to the Union. 

Rabbi Silver will visit the main 
centres of South Africa in connec
tion with the Jubilee celebrations 
of the Jewish National Fund. 



Rabbi Silver L Monday IF eaves 
NEW YoR • ' or Israel • 

Abba Hill n::, Thursda Israel on eMl Silver will YI. - Dr. a f onday A eave f our-week t , pril 23 or guest of . s ay as the h rd, for there ·t the Gen onoured , 1 wa eral z· last time D s announced h ionists was two r. Silver vis· ere. The From Isr and a half ited Israel 
visit t ael he will years ago o South Afr· proceed on h" • 1ca. 1s 



Plans for J.N.F. Jubilee Celebrations 
' 

RABBI SIL VER TO SPEAK 
AT CITY HALL 
PLATE DINNER 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER and Mrs. Silver will be the 

g·uests of honour at a Plate Dinner to be held at the 
Johannesburg City Hall on Monday, June 25, to mark the 
inauguration of the South African celebrations of the Jewish 
National Fund's Jubilee year. Rabbi Silver's three-week visit 
will highlight the South African celebrations, which will extend 
over June and July. A special Jubilee Tree Drive will take 
place, a J.N.F. Shabba,th will be declared and an ambitious stage 
presentation, "Israel, My People," will be held at the City Hall 
of Johannesburg as part of the Jubilee celebrations. 

Rabbi Silver, who is making 
his first visit to South Africa. Is 
tod,ay perhaps the best-known of 
the leading American Zionists. 
An orator of unusual gift, he was 
the Chairman of the American 
section of the Jewish Agency for 
many years, and his contribution 
to the development of the Zionist 
movement the world over can be 
assessed only by the future his
torian. As representative of 
powerful American Jewry, Rabbi 

Silver has visited many parts of 
the world, Including Israel, and 
in coming here, during these times 
of Zionist crisis, shows the depth 
of his Zionist conception. 

Throughout the many years of 
his active Zionist life Rabbi Sliver 
has alwayi'l extolled the ideals of 
the Keren Kayemeth as the moral 
basis for Zionist work in Israel. 
He is one of those who, even in 
the turmoil of the last few years, 
has refused to abandon these 
ideals and. remains an eloquent 
advocate of the principles of social 
justice upon which the Keren 
Kayemeth, no less than the entire 
Zionist movement depends. It is 
to be hoped that his presence here 
wlll introduce into the South 
African discussions on the J.N.F., 
that element of stability and per
mancy without which the J.N.F. 
and Zionism cannot long survive. 

Jubilee Tree Drive 
The South African Jubilee Com

mittee of the J.N.F. has decided to 

set aside a special Tree Month 
from the middl,e of June till the 
middle of July. In Johannesburg 
the Women's Zionist League will 
undertake Its house to house can
vas on June 24th for our special 
Jubilee For-est, and societies 
throughout the country are asked 
t0 make a special effort on that 
day. 

J.N.F. Sabbath 
It is the intention of the Com

mittee to declare Shabbath June 
23 a special J.N.F. Shabbath, and 
it Is hoped that congregations and 
their Ministers will co-operate 
fully with this scheme. 

On Friday, June 22, Ministers 
of Jewish congregations through
out the country will remind their 
congregants of the eternal values 
of the Keren Kayemeth, no less 
than of its remarkable achieve
ments during the first fifty years 
of its existence. 

"Israel My People" 

The pageant originally planned 
to take place in Johannesburg on 
April 25 has be-en postponed for 
technical reasons. Instead an 
ambitious stage presentation, 
"Israel, My People," will take 
place In the City Hall, Johannes
burg, on July 18, 19 and 21. con
cluding the J.N.F. Jubilee celebra
tions. Mrs. Taube Kushlik, the 
well-known producer, and Mr. 
Yaacov Orland of the Head Office 
of the Keren Kayemeth 
operating In this pro:}ect. 

Zionist Record 
The Organ of South African Jewry 

''Zionism alms to· est bl' ,1 . 
secured ho a ts l a pubhcly-assured, legall;f-

me for the Jewish people iu Palestine." 

-Basie Programme . 
• 110 President Street Johannesbur·g 

Telegrams: "Kadimah" 1 
----;ni;;:;--;;;.~~;;-;;:::;-::-;::-:'::c:-le_:_p_h_o_ne_2_2_-2_903-4 P.O. Box 150 

THE ZIONIST RECORD, FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1951 



JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
Rabbi Silver to Inaugurate 

S.A. J.N.F. Jubilee 
Celebra·tions 

Plate Dinner Tree Drive, J.N.F. 
Shabbath and Stage Presentation 

to Highlight Festivities 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and Mrs. Silver will be the guests of honour at 

a Plate Dinner to be held at the Johannesburg City Hall on Monday, 25th 
June, to ,mark the inauguration of the South African celebrations of the 
Jewish National Fund's Jubilee year. Rabbi Silver's three-week visit will' 
highlight the South African celebrations, which will extend over June and 
July, A special Jubilee Tree Drive will take place, a J,N.F. Shabbath will 
be de{llared and an ambitious stage presentation, "Israel, My People," will 
be held at the City Hall of Johannesburg as part of the Jubilee celebrations. 

Rabbi Silver, who is 'making his first 
visit to South Africa, is to-day per
haps the best-known of the leading 
American Zionists. An orator of un
usual gi~, he was the Chairman of 
the American section of the Jewish 
Agency for many years, and his con
tribution to the development of the 
Zionist movement the world over can 
be assessed only by the future' his
torian. As 1epresentati,e of powerful 
American Jewry, Rabbi Silver has 
visited many parts of the world, in
clu~ing Israel, and his coming here, 
durmg these times of Zionist crisis, 
shows the depth of his Zionist concep
tion. 

Throughout the many years of his 
active Zionist life Rabbi Silver has 
always extolled the ideals of the Keren 
Kayemeth as the moral basis for Zion
ist work in Israel. He is one of those 
1d10, even in the turmoil of the last 
few years, has refused to abandon 
these ideals and remains an eloquent 
advocate of the principles of social 
justice upon which the Keren Kaye
meth, no less than the entire Zionist 
movement depends. It is• to be hoped 
that his presence here will introduce 
into the South African discussions and 
the J.N.F., that element of stability 
and permanency without which the 
J.N.F. and Zionism cannot long .sur-
vive. 

ANTIQUITIES 
REVEALED ON J.N.F. 

LAND. 

During the course of daily work, 
remains of Palestine's past have come 
to light. Among the recent finds an
nounced by the Government Depart
ment of Antiquities were several on 
land reacquired for the Jewish people 
by the J.N.F. The existence of the 
ancient Roman highway to Jerusalem 
was dramatically verified by findings 
near Jerusalem and at Shaar Hagai 
(formerly known by its Arab name of 
Bab el Wad). 

Down in the Negev, a trench for 
water pipes being laid by Mekorot 
Water Company uncovered remains of 
ancient buildings, and pottery of 
various periods; from the Early 
Bronze Age (3rd millenium B.C.E.) 
to the Persian period (6th to 4th 
centuries B.C.E.). 

"ISRAEL, MY PEOPLE." 
As has been stated earlier the 

pageant originally planned to' take 
place in Johannesburg on 25th April 
has been postponed for technical 
reasons. Instead, an ambitious stage 
presentation, "Israel, My People," will 
take place in the City Hall, Johannes
burg, on 18th, 19th and 21&t July, 
concluding the J.N.F. Jubilee celebra
tions. Mrs. Taube Kushlik, the well
known producer, and Mr. Yaacov Or
land, of the Head Office of the Keren 
Kayemeth, are co-operating in this 
project and an early announcement 
regarding the nature of the stage pre
sentation may be expected. 

FOREIGN CREDITS FOR 
J.N.F. SPEED ISRAEL 

DEVELOPMENT. 
Equipment to double cement pro

duction will soon reach Israel follow
ing recent negotiations by Dr. Josef 
Weiss, DirE-ctor of the Financial De
partment of the J.N.F., with three 
leading Swiss Industrialists. The 
equipment will be delivered on a four 
and a half year <'redit basis. • 

With the credit assured, Dr. WE-iss 
signed contracts amounting to 
3,100,000 Swiss francs, with two large 
industrial firms in Switzerland to sup
ply the mechanical equipment needed 
to expand the Nesher works near 
Haifa and to equip a new cement 
plant which will be erected near 
Ramle. 

SPECIAL J.N.F. 
SABBATH. 

It is the intention of the Committee 
to declare Shabbath 23rd June a 
special J.N.F. Shabbath, and it is 
hoped that congregations and their 
:Ministers will co-operate fully with 
this scheme. 

On Friday, 22nd June, Ministers of 
Jewish congregations throughout the 
country will remind their congregants 
of the eternal values of the Keren 
Kayemeth, no less than of its remark
able achievements during the first 50 
years of its existence. 

11ewi 
FOOD AND FRAME 

HOUSES FROM SWEDEN 

In Sweden the J.N.F. has concluded 
an agreE-me11t for the purchase, on a 
credit basis, of goods, amounting to 
30,000,000 crowns (about $6,000,000) 
from the large export firm, G. L. 
Beijer, in Stockholm, on terms of 3½ 
per cent. interest, repayable within 
five years. This granter of the loan 
has already received bids from various 
suppliers totalling over $3,000,000, and 
a Beijer representative will shortly go 
to Israel to make final arrangements 
for the delivery of the goods, which 
include food (fish and dairy products) 
and a bout 6,000 prefabricated wooden 
houses for new immigrants. 

Dr. Weiss also succeeded in over
coming delays in the implementation 
of the 300,000,000 Belgian franc 
(about $6,000,000) credit in Novem
ber, 1950, by three Belgian banks. 
The difficulties arose from the greatly 
increased general demand for goods 
and the panic buying by American im
porters. 

Thus the J.N.F is contributing sub
stantially to Israel's over-all economic 
development while, at the same time, 
ensuring the successful implementa
tion of its enhanced land improve
ment programme. 

JUBILEE TREE DRIVE. 

The South African Jubilee Com
mittee of the J .N.F. has decided to 
set aside a special Tree Month from 
tlrn middle of June till the middle of 
July. In Johannesburg the Women's 
Zionist League will undertake a. house 
to house canvass on 24th June for our 
special Jubilee Forest, and . societies 
throughout the country are· asked to 
make a speci:d effort on that day. 

African Jewish Chronicle 
ESTABLISHED 1902, 

Head Office : 
BURLEIGH HOUSE, 24, BARRACK STREET, C1APE TOWN, 

PHONE 2·7995, 
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5ouTH AFRICAN Jewry will shortly welcome Rabbi Hillel Silver, who is coming 
to the Union to launch the major Jubilee celebrations of the J.N.F. In By A. ABRAHAMS 

Israel, where he was recently granted the freedom of Tel Aviv, Rabbi- Silver has 
called for an intensification of the Zionist Organisation's activities to counter the 
renewed efforts of anti-Zionists in western chancelleries. As Mr. A. Abrahams 
points out below, Rabbi Silver's recent revelations and warnings in Israel about 
the internal and external dangers facing Zionism bear out all the Revisionist 
Movement's previously disregarded warnings. The question now is--

.-... -..... .,.. ...... -..... -·-·- --... -... --- ... ..,. .. ~ ....... ---........ ...,.,.-.-.----. 

RABBI SILVER'S visit to Israel, 
the circumstances of his 

arrival and what he has had to 
say since, are worth enlarging 
upon. They serve as a vivid illus
tration not only of the ethics of the 
regime, but also the general atti
tude of those in power to those 
it regards as its opposition. We 
of the Revisionist Organisation are 
entitled, more than any others, to 
deal with this particular aspect of 
Jewish national life. No other 
movement has been so victimised 
by the fact of being in opposition 
and no other taint of character in 
the dominating regime is likely to 
prove more dangerous, if not actu
ally fatal, to the Jewish future. 

Whatever one may say of Rabbi 
Hillel Si1ver, it cannot be derued 
that he has played a meritorious 
and particularly effective part in 
the culmination of Jewish State
hood. Over a period of years he 
dominated the Zionist political 
scene in America, actively compe
ting with Wise for Jewish leader• 
ship in the New World, and finally 
ousting him as the champion of the 
larger demands of the Movement. 

It is true that Rabbi Silver never 
over-stepped the mark in the sense 
of aligning himself with the revo-
1 utionary side of Zionism, although 
it is gratifying to· be able to say 
that he stood against those who 
openly maligned it or were pre
pared publicly to condemn it. 

It is true that he vacillated, com
promised, and occasionally took the 
_easier path. But it is also true 
that, at the decisive moment, he 
contributed out of all proportion 
to the American Government's de
cision in the matter of r:cognition. 
exploiting his own position in the 
Republican Party for influencing 
the Democrats in support of Israel 
at the right moment. 

Whatever the facts of the inner 
conflict in American Zionism since 
the rise of the State, one would 
have expected Silver to be re
garded as a figure in the Move
ment, to be honoured as such, to 
be received by the State with no 
less respect than a man like Mr. 

' Berl Locker, a personality like Mr. 
Montor, or one like Mr. Henry 
Morgenthau. 

These three names are mentioned 
not without reason. None of tnem 
was on the seen~ in Israe1 dur,ng 
the period of the struggle. They 
were ail Diaspora leaders. But is it 
possible in any way to compa.-e 
their contributions with those 
of Rabbi Silver within the limns 
of "respectable" Zionist policy, in
side which Silver was no less 
·'respectable" than any of them. 
Yet the first was made the Chair
man of the Zionist Executive, the 
second the leader of Israel Appeals 
in America, and the third a kind 
of official angel and statesman on 
behalf of America. All of these 
have been honoured without stint. 
The last two were officially in
vited and officially received, being 
accorded receptions at Lydda air
field, sometimes with bands play
ing, and graced by representatives 
of the President and the Prime 
Minister, when they themselves did 
not turn up to meet them. 

A DANGER OVERNIGHT 
FAR different was the case of 

Silver. Once he had done his JQb 
his exalted position in America 
became a danger overnight. He 
had uttered heresies which looked 
like disagreement with the Ben 
Gurion regime. He had to be re
moved. 

Thereupon all the machinery and 
all the pressure of the State and 
the Zionist Organisation in com
bination were brought to bear 
against him. There was no room 
for opposition. Opposition had to 
be crushed. The President of 
Israel, the Chairman of the Zion;st 
Executive, and many others were 
mobilised. Weizmann, Ben Gurion, 
Locker and Goldmann-these were 
the four battering rams. And so 
it came to pass that Silver volun
tarily withdrew from the scene. 

This was the period when the 
regime in Israel had decided to 
destroy the Zionist Organisation. 
Silver was re11arded as one of the 
buttresses, and he had to be shifted. 
His sin was that he had opposed, 

he had disagreed, had offered other 
views. There was no room for 
such in the Jewish National Move
ment. We, of the Revisionist 
Organisation had experienced this 
same treatment for a quarter of a 
century, but never before had so 

respectable" a leader as Silver 
become first the target and then 
the victim. 

0£ course, when all this was in 
progress, 1t was we w11-J fi1s, r«
ported it, commented upon it and 
-:-.,n-.,emned 1t. We correcciy inter
preted it as a move, not so much 
against Silver, as against the Zion
ist Organisation in general. Of 
course, our reports were denied. 

~ 

We were accused of causing 
mischief, of malicious invention, 
and of playing the game of dis
ruption. In London, I had the 
pleasure on different occasions of RABBI HILLEL SILVER 
questioning both Locker and Gold-
mann at Press conferences about it. , down as a leader of an Opposition, 
Both of them, accustomed to use and as such there was no place 
the rather childish art of comic for him. Moreover, his own PO i
stories for countering an issue, I tical party which looked like re
tried to clown the questions away. solving into nothingness at the first 

Will Rabb • I 

was. He utters a warning that 
our enemies in the State Depart
ment are once again active with no 
one to oppose them. 

The non-political Montors and 
Morgenthaus are not the stuff to 
fight the State Department or 
oppose the President. Already it 
has become dangerously easy for 
Whitehall, the .._ ua1 1J O say ~1,a 
the Capitol to agree together, as is 
already seen in the case of the 
Hulsh issue. Silver now virtuall 
confesses the old error against 
which we alone warned him: tnat 
the surrender of Zionism's political 
activities may bring down the 
State and enable its enemies to 
crush it with ease. 

STERN WARNING 

FOR Zionists of all trends 
serves as a stern warnin;. .!_s 

so often before, it was our reading 
of the deve,opments and our 1-re
dictions that have been proved 
true. It was we who openly de
ciared that the first Israel govern
ment was a parochial affair, a 
single-party affair that was bent 
on reducing the Jewish National 
Movement to Levantine proportions 
and to give it a Levantine fi'.,ure 
on the world's stage. We warned 
ci,,.t the Di"spora was being cut 
away from the State, and +hat th~ 
danger was more to the State than 
to the Diaspora. Unfortunately, as 

Silver 
Step Into 

The Br 
They dismissed the "rumours." 
There was nothing in it. 

DARK INTRIGUE 

NOW comes Silver himself to 
substantiate what is shown to 

be a dark intrigue, a veritab1e con
spiracy. It is true that Silver him
self is more than a little to blame, 
but not to the extent that it can 
excuse or justify the conspirators. 
Like other American Zionist lead
ers, he caught cold feet when the 
State came into being. He was 
terrified at the idea of a Zionist 
Organisation with political funct
ions and was apprehensive of the 
possible suspicion of dual loyalty. 
He gave the impression that he 
was not at all happy about the 
continuance of the Zionist Organ
isatirn with its old authority and 
functions. 

Israel General Election had now 
sprung into prominence at the 1ast 
municipal elections. He might now 
become opposition with a capital 
"0." As such he was a danger. 
In democratic regimes the very 
fact of his possible moving into the 
position of the leader of the Oppo
sition would have ?irn 1-im a 
special status, and would have en
titled him to special award. NJt 
so in our Israel regime, or in th~. 
Zionist leadership as at present 
constituted. 

And what does Silver tell us 
when he gets io Israel? He publicly 
unfolds the whole sorry ·tory of 
the conspiracy against him. He 
tells how the non-Zionists were 
organised to displ c i ,1 and re
move him. He tells how measures 
were taken for br n1ing about the 
decline of the Organisat'on and 

It was this that rendered him replacing it with something non
vulnerable to the intriguers and political in the sense that it would 
conspirators. After all, in a move- raise and giv" money wi+'~ •·•t 
ment which was no longer po'iti- claim to any voice or any right 
cal or authoritative, what differ- to interf r'. It i n w een tu t 
ence could there be between Silver all the denials of Wei-zmann, Ben 

. . Gurion, Locker and Goldmann hai 
and Montor, or Silver and Mor - no substance and no foundation. 
g_enthau. There w_as, of course: the What we, the Rev;s'onist Move
dz~ffe:etnceth thaht S1lvfei: hwtas dshll a \ ment. and t'1e Pev'~io"lh~t .,-.,,.e~-

wm.5 · oug a ng ene on~. pondents had to'd the world at 
but Mont~r and Morgenthau w~u~d that. time now tur'ls o·•• tQ b• true 
~ever be mterested ~n'>ugh to Jom to the very hi't. It confirms to the 
m _the :'truggle aga1 nst. the Isnel letter our charge that an oranised • 
~-eg1me_ if_ s11ch looked like betray- effort was m~de t<) rf'ro~ve 1h~ 
mg prmc1ples. 7l -..,;5t -Organisation from tlie 

However, times chan,,.ed. The 
very intriguers and conspirators 
began to realise soon that th 0 ex
tinction of the Zionist Organisation 
might prove but the precursor to 
the decline of the State. They be
"an trying to turri the wheel back. 
They started talking of a Charter 
for the Organisation, of confirming 
it in some of its old rights and 
competences. 

NO WELCOME 

AT this stage comes Silver to 
Israel. He arrives without 

any invitation. No welcome tele
gram was sent to him to New York. 
No welcoming officials meet him at 
the airport. Neither the Preside.,t 
of the State nor its Prime Minister 
knows him any longer. There is no 
official reception at the presiden
tial palace for him. the man who 
fought the final political battle at 
Wiishin<!ton when the State c::ime 
into being. He had been marked 

scene. 
Silver's revelations have also 

been accompaniPd with a confes
sion, as important as his revela
tions. Not sufficient emphasis 
seems to have been laid on this 
confession. 

A WARNING 

COMING from the United States, 
where l>e is in c1ose touch wi+h 

nnli+iro!:11 p,,...,o,.....fq "'1''\'"~ +,-.onrlS. s~lver 
has warned the Jewish people th'l.t 
tho 7.;~ni~t. Or<>an;~,.+;on must be 
ret.'1inPd in it~ fnll powPr iind 
prestige at least for a generation 
tn cnme. Fe ~PPS t'-e s:•,,t., ~s 1-1:-,Q 
weak 1o ~hmrl bv i+•e1f no'it.i""'lv 
or economically. Since the vfrtual 
wit.hrlr"wal of the ()r,,-,,riis:atinn 
frnTY} t'ho nn1iti~~1 ~r-ono fl,o oT"le

mies of Zionism in the Ch:an<'ellor
i ,::i,c:: of fl,p ,~nrl~ hav 0 ,....nven "" 1 t 
thPir },e,ads ::,aain. 'l'hP.y h~ve 
fn11nn the old W'1t.1'hf111nPSS ~nd 
vigilance no longer where it once 

become a firm and sustained oppo
sition; that it should be associated 
with an economic and political pro
gramme-political in the Diaspora, 
and economic in Israel; that should 
be the outcome of his revelations 
and his confessions. The ground has 
already been prepared by the Is,.ael 
State itself for the rise of a new 
and powerful coalition between 
,..-,.+i 0 ~ ;n "'tate "nd Organisation 
for sweeping away all that stands 
in the path of fnll redemption and 
complete fulfilment. 

Will he step into the breach? 
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RABBI SILVER TO INAUGURATE" S.A. J.N.F. JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Tree Drive, ].N.F. Shabbath, Plate Dinner, 

Stage Presentation To Highlight Festivities 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER and Mrs. Silver will be the guests of honour at a plate dinner to be held 

at the Johannesburg City Hall on Monday, June 25, to mark the inauguration of the outh African cele
brations of the Jewish ational Fund' Jubilee year. Rabbi ilver' three-week visit will highlight the 

outh African celebrations which will extend over June and July. A special Jubilee Tree Drive will take 
place, a J. .F. habbath will be declared and an ambitiou stage pre entation, "I rael, My People" will be 
held at the City Hall, Johannesburg, as part of the Jubilee celebrations. 

Rabbi Silver, who is makiog 
his first visit to South Africa, is 
today perhaps the best-known of 
the leading American Zionists. An 
orator of unusual gift, he was the 
Chairman of the American section 
of the Jewish Agency for many 
years, and his contrib~ti~n to the 
development of the Zionist move
ment the world over, can be 
assesed only by the future historian. 
As representative of the powerful 
American Jewry, Rabbi Silver has 
visited many parts of the world, 
including Israel, and in c~mi~g 
here, during these times · of Ziom~t 
crisis, shows the depth of his 
Zionist conception. 

ELOQUE T ADVOCATE 

Throughout the many y~ar~ of 
his active Zionist life Rabbi Silver 
has always extolled the ideals of 
the Keren Kayemeth as the moral 
basis for Zionist work in Isra:l. 
He is one of those who, even 1n 
the turmoil of the last few years, 
has refused to abandon these ideals 
and remains an eloquent advocate 
of the principles of social justice 
upon which the Keren Kayemeth, 
no less than the entire Zionist 
movement depends. It is to ~e 
hoped that his presence here :¥ill 
introduce into the South African 
discussions on the J.N.F., that 
element of stability and perman
ency without which the J.~.F. and 
Zionism cannot long survive. 

JUBILEE TREE DRIVE 
The South African Jubilee Com

mittee of the J.N.F. has decided 
to set aside a special Tree Month 
from the middle of June till the 
middle of July. In Johannesburg 
the Women's Zionist League will 
undertake its house to house can
vass on June 24th for our special 
Jubilee Forest, and societies 
throughout the country are asked 
to make a special effort on that 
day. 

SPECIAL J.N.F. SBABBATB 
It is the intention of the Com

mittee to declare Shabbath June 
23rd a special J .N.F. Shab~at, and 
,;♦ ; _.,. 'h....nc 

RABBI ABBA ffiLLEL 

their Ministers wil co-operate fully 
with this scheme. 

On Friday, June 22nd. Ministers 
of Jewish congregations through
out of the country will remind their 
congregants of the eternal values 
of the Keren Kayemeth, no less 
than of its remarkable achieve
ments during the first fifty years 
of its existence. 

"ISRAEL, MY PEOPLE" 

As has been stated earlier, the 
pageant originally planned to take 
place in Johannesburg on April 
25th has been postponed for 
technical reasons. Instead, an 
ambitious stage presentation 
"Israel, My People" will take place 
in the City Hall, Johannesburg 
on the 18th 19th and 21st of July, 
concluding the J.N.F. Jubilee cele
brations. Mrs. Taubie Kushlik, the 
w 11-known producer, and Mr. 
Yaacov Orland of the Head Office 
of the Keren Kayemeth, are co
operating in this project and an 
early announcement regarding the 
nature of the stage presentation 
may be expected. 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
WILL BE THE GUEST OF HONOUR AT THE ,, 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 

JUBILEE BANQUET 
at the 

CITY HALL, JOHANNESBURG 
on 

MONDAY. JUNE 25 
A limited number of tickets, at £10 1 Os. per couple is still available. 

Apply to the 

BAN(j)UET COMMITTEE, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND, 

310, Commiisioner House-, Commissioner Street, 

Johannesburg. Phone 34-1941 . 

City Hall Banquet To Rabbi Hillel Silver 

19/24 Stability ~ /\ 
Buildings, ( a W.''EWHH 

J:~n:::b:;,_ \.JII •• 1.D 
l iHJO/lftJIUnNII "'FU Udo J/IOVr 

FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 1951. 

Phone: 
33-7815 

P.O. Box 
f-474 

Inauguration Of Country-Wide J.N.F. Jubilee Celebrations 

Israel Minister And Johannesburg 
Mayor To Attend 

THE Israel Minister Plenipotentiary, Mr. E. D. Goitein, and the Mayor 
of Johannesburg, Councillor C. F. Beckett, M.P.C., will be among 

the distinguished guests at the J.N.F. Jubilee Banquet in honour of 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver on Monday, June 25. The banquet will take 
place in the City Hall, Johannesburg, and Mr. Justice Leopold Greenberg, 
President of the S.A. Jubilee Committee for the Jewish National Fund, 
has been invited to preside. 

Rabbi Silver is at present 
sppending a few weeks in 
the United States after his recent 
visit to Israel. He is expected to 
arrive in South Africa on Sunday, 
June 24. 

Preparations for his visit are well 
under way and special emphasis 
is being placed upon meetings with 
youth groups in the leading centres 
of the Union, where an all-out 
effort will be made to restore the 
J.N.F. to its rightful place in Zion
ist life and activity. 

TREE DRIVE TO BE LAUNCHED 
ON JUNE 24th 

Co-incidentally with the inaugu
ration of the Jubilee celebrations, 
the J.N.F. will launch tv.eir 
greatest South African Tree Drive 
on Sunday, June 24. The target 
is for 100,000 trees-one tree for 
every Jew in the Union - and 
early indications are that the drive 
will form the nucleus of a Jubilee 
Forest in Israel, marking South 
Africa's tribute to the Jewish 
National Fund's 50 years of 
achievement. 



RABBI SIL VER TO 
VISIT MAIN CENTRES 

Heavy Bookings For 
Jubilee Banquet 

Jewish National Fund sup
porters throughout the coun
try are stepping up their 
activities as the Yomtov of 

·the year approaches - the 
South African celebrations 
of the Jubilee of the J.N.F. 

A comprehensive itinerary has 
been drawn up for Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver, who will arrive here 
on June 24 in connection with the 
Jubilee celebrations. He is sched
uled to visit the Rhodesias in addi
tion to the main centres of the 
Union. 

The Jubilee banquet, 
Rabbi Silver will address at the 
Johannesburg City Hall on June 
25th, and which will be attended 
by the Mayor, Cir. C. F. Beckett, 
M.P.C., and leaders of the Jewish 
community, is being regarded as 
the social event of the season. The 
banquet committee reports heavy 
bookings. 

A fine programme of Israeli 
music has been planned to enliven 
the evening. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
WILL BE THE GUEST OF HONOUR 

at the 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 

JUBILEE BANOUEJ 
at the 

CITY HALL, JOHANNESBURG 

-on-

MONDAY, JUNE 25th 

• As ac1;iommodation is limited, those wishing to 

attend should book immediately. 

COUVERT: £5/5/- PER PLATE. 

All Communications to the 

BANQUET COMMITTEE, 
JEWISH NA TJONAL FUND 

310 Commissioner House, Commissioner Street, 

Johannesburg. Phone 34-1941 
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BANQUET COMMITTEE, 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND, 

310 Commissioner House, Commissioner Street, 



J.N.F. JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
and Mrs. Silver 

will be the 

GUESTS OF HONOUR 

at a 

JUBILEE BANQUET 
to be held on 

THURSDAY, JULY 5th 
at the 

CITY HALL, CAPE. TOWN 
at 7.15 p.m. 

£ 5/ 5/ - per couvert. Tickets available at the Western Pro
vince Zionist Council Office, 3rd Floor, Burleigh House, 

24, Barrack Street. 



RHODESIA 
ALSO 
\

CTIVITY amon 
.f National l'und lJ]20rters and 
Zionist bodies which are planning 
the South African celebrations of 
the JNF Jubilee increases as the 
projected visit of Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver draws near. 

An extensive programme 
activities hr. J been planned for 
Rabbi Silver's several weeks' visit, 
during which time he will address 
meetings in Bulawayo and Salis
bury as well as in the leading 
centres of the Union. ,.. • 

The inaugural functicm of the 
Jubilee celebrations, a; banquet at 
which Rabbi Silver will be guest of 
honour. will tak,e place on Monday, 
June 25 at the Johannesburg City 
Hall. Early indications are that it 
will prove to be the social event of 
the Jubilee season and the Banquet 
Committee report heavy bookings. 

A fine programme of Israeli 
music has been planned for the 
banquet. 

Th,ere will also be a JNF jubilee 
banquet in Pretoria at the Jewish 
1\Iemorlal Hall, on Tuesday, July 
2 under the patronag•e of Mr. and 
Mrs. Goitein. Tickets are available 
at the Pretoria Zionist Council 
office, Phone 25-715. 

Zionist Record 
The Organ of South African Jewry 

"Zionism aims to establish a publicly-assured legally St'CUrt'd home for the Jewish People in Palestine." 
-Basie Programme. 

Johannesburg 
P.O. Box 150 
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J. N. F. GOLDEN JUBILEE 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER 

and Mrs. SILVER 
will be the guests of honour at the 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 

JUBILEE 

CITY 
CAPE 

at the 

HALL 
TOWN. 

on 

Thursday, 5th July 
at 7.15 p.m. 

This is your 
Listen to 

World 

opportunity to 
Orator of am 

Renown 

Accommodation • IS .Limited· 

Reserve your seat now at the 

The Western Province Zionist Council Office, 
3rd Floor, Burleigh House, 
Barrack Street, Cape Town. 

£5-5-0 PER PLATE 
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THE UNITED NATIONS 
Memories Of An Historic Week 

At Lake Success 
By LEO FELDBERG 

("Editor < " ) 
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Zionist Record 
The Or~an of South African Jewry 

"Zionism aims to establish a publicly-assured legally 
socured home for the Jewish People in Palestine." 

-Basie Programme. 

Toronto House 110 President Street Johannesburg 
Telegrams: "Kadlmah" Telephone 22-2903-4 P.O. Box 150 

FRIDAY, June 22, 1951 

Welcome To Rabbi Silver 
JN the galaxy of great Jews who have visited South Africa, 

the star of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver is certain to be among 
the brightest. The Community awaits his arrival on Sunday 
with delight and expectation. Rabbi Silver comes to us trailing 
clouds of achievement. He has given ,fire and zest and vigour to 
the Zionist movement in America, whose most towering fig·ure 
he is; and his words have been eagerly read and scanned 
wherever Jewish communities live and have their being. 

Rabbi Silver comes to South Africa with two advantages 
of recent origin. He has recently visited Israel where he was 
given a great reception. What he saw there will enable him 
all the better to say what he has to say about the purpose of his 
visit to this country-the launching in South Africa of the 
J.N.F. Jubilee celebrations of the Keren Kayemeth L'Israel 

It is certain, too, that Rabbi Silver's views will be sought 
on the big Zionist questions of the day-for instance over the 
challenging issues posed by Mr. Ben Gurion in his re 1i 
.Waldorf-Astoria. speech. 

We are certain that Rabbi Silver's views will bring clarity 
to many problems that now seem confusing. For several 
reasons, then, he is a most welcome visitor and the community 
joins in hearty greetings to him. 



·Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
-- Towering Figure Of 
U.S. Zionism 
TJI THE MIDDLE OF BEN GURION MONTH DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER RETURNED 
.I...,,. TO NEW YORK AFTER HAVING SPENT A BUSY PERIOD IN ISRAEL. THE JEWS OF 
OW YORK HAD JUST ATTENDED A SERIES OF MASS MEETINGS AND CELEBRA
Tl01'8-PERHAPS THE GREATEST ZIONIST MASS GATHERINGS EVER RECORDED IN 
DB HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT. 

l'irst there h ad been the Ben 
Ounon par ade in the street s and 
a ues of 'ew Y ork, the m ayor al 
aceptton, the numerous banquet s. 
Ille tnten. Ive B ond Oriic cam
paigning, m eetings of l elftler.·, of 

1 .............................................................. , 

= By C. GERSHATER = 
E E ••••••••••••u·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

worker s, of officials. conf er ences 
in high t ension. On May 10, 
25,000 people attended the Inde
p ndence Day c e I e b r a t 1 o n s 
or gani~e<l by the Bond Drive at 
Madison Square Garden; th r ee 
days later another 20 ,000 people 
cam e to the same M adison quare 
G a r d e n for t he celebr ations 
o r ganised by the Z ionist Organisa
tion of A mer ica. T hat w eek too 
the n!.'wspaper i; wer e full of an
nouncement:; anti reports of more 
m eetings and f unctions In var ious 
suburbs of :Xew York celebra
t ions arr anged by par ties, by 
:synagogues, by district br anches 
of the Z .O.A .. of H adassah. o f the 
l'nited Jew ish Appeal. H al f a 
dozen of I sra Ii cabinet mlni!-lter s 
had been addr e!-lslng Z lonl.·t meet
ing.· antl It seemed as If ever y 
me!.'ting-goer In New York was 
u ttl'rly !.'xhausted by the middle 
of t h f' month when Dr. Silv r 
r et urned from his t r ip to Isr ael. 

A comparatively .·mall hall wa 
therefore hi r l'd for the report of 
his Impressions. Yet th!' Hotel 
New Yorker Hall was crowdPd to 
capaC'l t y long before Or. liver 
was due to give hi. acldres,-. Two 
t housand pt'opll' \H' re inside, 
anoth!.'r :l,000 \\'!'re lt'ft out. or 
1·emalned to hear the spPe<"h 
t hrnugh lou<lspeake1s In the cor
rlrlors. 

It spoke \'olumes for the popu
larity of Dr .. liver in the ' .S.A. 
He remain,- lht• outstanding figure 
In American Zionism. A man of 
courag!.'. a powerful person3 lily. 
he Is known to all as onP of 
America·::: most brilliant orators. 
t he man with lhc :11\•er tongue. 
But he Is not a mere orator. Be
hind his ora ory ther!.' ts a r cord 
of clo e on :;1j years of Z ionist 
ser nce. 

He started his Zionist "career·• 
at the age of 10. He Is not. as 
1s generally 1maglncd. the assimi
lated Reform Rabbi who turned 
t o Zion ism when It became a 
popular cau,-,,_ His Z ionist Ideal 
Is in his blood. ,-o to speak. HI' 
was nine yPars old when his 
father , a Taln 1dlst and a M asktl, 
brought him to New York from 
the little Lithuanian t own of 
Neinstadt. 

East Side Beginnings 
They Jiv d on lht> East ide and 

young Abb, Hill I n<l hi. br other, 
l\-!J:•(\\ ell, Jo;ned the Volosh<>ner 
Y<>shh•a, ..i p1·ima1y . chool wh('re 
the pupil,; wne taught secular 
l'Ubjeets as . 11pplem ntary to the 
Ol'thorlo. !.'ihl('atlon which was the 
main nu·,iculum of the school. 
The boy of 10 Imm diatt>ly 01 a
nised a H 'bl'<'\\ - ·p akmg- lub at 
tht' :=; hool. Thi:< wa.· ahout the 
vear 190 I. at the time Herzl di ii 
and it 1s hehen•,l that the Club of 
the , IJ\·pr hovsa wa.· thl' fir,t 
Z1onl"t youth org-anlsation In the 
United ·'late,:. The old fa,:hioned 
t!.'ache1. of the .•chool di,I not like 
the new-fang-led ideas of modern 
Hebn•w . p< <'ch, hut th1' father . 
Rl.'b 1\.to,:he ::-;i1ve1·. h i m "e If a 

:·····························································: 
I March Composed i 
i For Dr. Silver i 
~ \ lH. :-.olh rononslo·, the§ 
§ ..... l \H•ll-1."non n . outh • . \fri - i 
~ l.'an <'Ondudor and , iolinist, ha-, ~ 
E C'Ompo ed a .. ,,,.<'ial march in ~ 
: honour of Ruhhi .\ bb Hillel : 
~ ," iln•r, \\ho i-, due to arrht' on~ 
~ , undaf. Th t> 111ar(')1 will be 1>er- % 
: formed for tlw fir t tlm a t th : 
E J wl h . ·u tiona l Fm1d' Juhllt' ! 
f bunquet at the ' itv Hall, Johan- i 
~ n e.'burg, on "onda)· Jnnt> '.!=>, i 
E t \\ hil.'h Hahhl :ilv r n ill be i 
: the gue),t or honour. : 
: : ................................................ -. ...................... , 
H brew l!.'a!.'h r, stood by t he 'lide 
of the boys. lax , e blgg 'r 
of the t wo, \\ Js t h presid n t. 
Th n cam th tur ba H ill I. 

Th club w s In th 
traditions of the Ide. The 
boys i1tudi I Zion! arned all 
about Jewi hfe and I ts pr 
in m er wher 
wa in 
an Im 
A 
playwright, 

\'I 
The Edu
d lo ,-Ive 
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I Dr. Silver Here I 

I On Sunday I 
Q R. A bba Hille' Silver, nesburg City Ha ll. On ue d~y 

America's most o utstanding he will address a va" ue rn 
Zionist, arrives at Pa1.,,ietfon- Pre o6a , on Wed nesday he ..-ill 

be in Bulawayo, on T ursda I in 
t ein on Sunda y. In the we.. Salisbury and on F•iday he will 
that follows he will span the be bac in Johannesburg. 
African sub-continent. H What ma nner of man is is 
arduous programme opens o" fowering fig ure of American 
Monday, June 25, when he wi ,I Zionism? In this ariicle Mr. C . 
address several meetings. Gershater, editor of he Zion-

The hig hlight of Monday's ist Record , offers a g limpse of 
programme will be the JNF rf I d f f I 

~ Jubilee banq uet in the J ohan- a powe u an orce u per- -~ 
sonality • 

Club\. It hu, Ir m, h•'· in Hai I ,, 
Xew Je1 ,, y .;n, otht.:r pl-l e,-. 

" A Cradle " 
That Jilli, b1lY,, t l•1b on th, F. 1,• 

!';Hie wal' r.ot \\ 1th()ut igmt 1, 11 e 
for the tu• u11• f American Zfur.• 
ism. It secJll . to have be( •1 the 
na1lle of "ome 01 the leadin~ pub
lic fig-un·.· nf A mer 1ean Je,, 1 y 
Eman1,1el :--,,,,.,1,mn, tht'orltiuan 01 

American ZI• m. Ill, \\' l, one 01 1t-: 
membe1·.- So \ .i,- Bn nt Mark, who 
lat ·r rn.•c,1 it: 1•1 nor of a d.11ly 
newspap r. and lst,lel hipkin, th 
prominent uh1<•.i tlonall t. and D1·. 
Reuben Hollanll. tht' famon-< 
physician. and Rn1h n Gros.·man 
first A mn rcan-born Hebrew po,•t, 
and G!.'ori::e i:-olrnli;ky, the' column
i t of th . '1:,\ York un. 

The littk E ,. t Side club, un
k nown at tht• tune to anybody l':\.

c pt ing t he lrnte p1 esiu~nt ot llw 
Educational Alliance whos Ame, 1-

ca.n patnoll;;m wa • ~hock LI by the 
i n t r o<lu lion of a foreign language 
Into t he SIX'llll al'llvllies of the 
school, be am• the nurl-\ ry of 1·eat 
talent:. and llw1 can be no doubt 
t hat the young hopeful , 1111 ltttle 
boys In th Ir tl'en,.:. were inl-lpir d 
by the dynamic fol'ce and by th' 
ambition of llwlr equall ng 
p denl !I. th llver broth 
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:1 Cle,· I rn h It·.- 1•1 to : eform • 
hi.· T•mple. He intro 1t ed mor • 
.·eter Torah.· :'alila~h . t'n <.C, m-
,t,·· d of Sun<i.ty l \ kes, mor 
edu,•at10nal attn II \ ". mon• . oeral 
,., • If 1r work . J-'.;,, o t' Ion:._ Dr. 
~'ilver bt't'ame a not 1h!t• per nahty 
rn1ong the ci\· , ,111 1 ph1l.inthrop1 • 
a11thontle~ of Cltn I 11 ,I. 

He .·pon~o t'd h" 111. • 11nemploy
m1 nt insurance la,\ m Ohio. wa" • 
nwmber of the Boa, ll 1,f Dire, tor 
of the Ameri,an <.'t\11 L1bert ie 

·mon, tool a kt·en 111t1 active 
lnter!.'st m t·hild lahour leg1 latlon, 
·poke up from plaltorm.· aga\ru t 

\.' ry kmd of IIIJ\l~t1, I' HI~ fa.me 
,-.preaJ throughout th, l..'nit u 
,'tate . 

H1, z,om.·t in 1'rt'!' ,-. grew from 
year to year. H, o...-upled. un ti l 
h<' became pre,.1d••nt. numerou 
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m o , powerful 1 .,llunal or ani 
t ,on. 
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MR. BEN 
DEFINES 

ZIONIST 

GURION 
TASK OF 

M·OVE·MENT 
Rabbi Silver Welcomes Message 
to Z.O.A. Convention as Complete 
,Reversal of Previous Statement 

Atlantic City, 
Mr. Ben Gurion sent ·a message to the 54th Annual Convention of the 

Zionist Organisation of America defining the tasks of the Zionist Movement 
as the upbuilding of the State and its security, the fulfilment C!f the plan 
for the ingathering of the exiles, the expansion of the pioneering movement 
and Hebl'ew culture. He said that Israel had created the possibility for full 
realisation of the Zi'onist vision, but they still had a long way to go, and the 
continuous effort of the entire Jewish people, directed by the Zionist itlea, 
was still needed to reach the final goal, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver welcomed the statement as evidence of a com· 
plete reversal of the position which Mr. Ben, Gurion expressed at a meeting 
of Uontst leaders in New York and which created consternation In Zionist 
ranks all over the world. 

Pres. Truman sent a message expressing the hope that Israel would 
lead the way toward freedom of opportunity In the Middle East and said 
that a prosperous Middle East was essential to the stable order they all 
sought. 

Paying tribute to the role of the 
Zionist Organis.ation of America in 
the creation of the State of Israel and 
in safeguarding its future existence, 
three members of President Truman's 
Cabinet-Oscar Chapman, Secretary of 
the Interior, Charles F. Brannan, Sec
retary of Agriculture, and Charles 
Sawyer, Secretary of Commerce -
voiced confidence that Israel will over
come its economic difficulties with the 
help of America. 

The Secretary of the Interior, Oscar 
Chapman, expressing his appreciation 
"as an American, for the great work 
the Z.O.A. has done on behalf of the 
State of Israel," declared: "Israel's 
achievements in the few short years 
of its existence has been an inspira
tion to the troubled world. Its ac
complishments in establishing the new 
nation on the firm foundation of de
mooracy merits the acclaim and whole
hearted support of all men of good 
will." The Secretary of the Interior 
further voiced confidence that the 
Z.O.A.'s efforts will not diminish in 
the years to come. "Your aid to Is
rael will result in strengthening the 
cause of freedom throughout the 
world." 

From the Secretary of .Agriculture, 

Charles F. Brannan came the message 
that the United States and other de
mocratic nations of the world "look 
with deep interest and sympathy upo11 
the magnificent efforts the new State 
of Israel is making to solve not only 
the heavy problem inherent in the 
birth of a nation, but in addition, to 
provide a homeland for hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish refugees from 
other countries." Secretary Brannan 
Pmphasised the fact that "within re
cent months the United States and 
Israel GoYernments have concluded a 
Point Four general agreement under 
which American experts will co
operate with Israel personnel in pro
grammes of economic development." 

While listing Israel's economic ac
complishments in the last three years, 
the Secretary of Commerce, Mr. 
Charles Sawyer, however, asserted 
that Israel is still confronted with dif
ficult tasks before it can establish itself 
as a "productive economic member in 
the family of free nations." The Ca
binet official said that "the new na
tion had progressed steadily from de
pendence on emergency relief to an 
interim programme of large scale 
public works," and in recent months 

( Continued on t1ext page.) 

Johannesburg 
Musician Dedicates 

March to Rabbi 
Silver 

Mr. Solly Aronowsky, the well
:known South African conductor and 
violinist, ha~ composed a special march 
in honour of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
who is due to arrive in this country 
next week. The march will be per
formed for the first time at the Jewish 
National Fund's Jubilee banquet at 
the City Hall, Johannesburg, on Mon
day, 25th June, at which Rabbi Silver 
will be the guest of honour. 
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Cape Town Eagerly 
Arrival of 
Silver 

Awaiting 
Rabbi 

Banquet at City Hall on 5th July 
Rabbi Abba Hill I ih· r. the re

l'Owned Zioni t I adt•r, who i. du to 
arri,·c in Johann ,burg on . 'unda~ 
with )fr . ih· r, will pend a few days 
iu Cape Town and will participate in 
the J wi h Xationa\ F und Juhi\1•t• 
eel •bration here. 

The highlight of hi bri f vi. it to 
( ap Town will be the Pl<1tt• Dinn r 
al th' ity Hall on Thur day night. 
;jth Jul~-. It ha be<'n a lonj! tinw 
ince Cap Town ha o eag•'rl~· look<'d 

forward to an e,· nl as this crnni11i; 
Plate Dinn r. and booking h·1 ht•t>n 

Te 

\\"ith n•gard to th• rP. l'rrntion o 
. Pal . 1t will he a que,tion of "fir,t 
t'ome. fir. t ern-•d.'' and tho. e who 
h:ll'e not. a. yet, hooked :in• au,·i Pd 
lo do o imm;•diatl.'IY at tlw \\ •. tPrn 
l'rOl·im:l' Zioni l cduncil the<' , 3rd 
Floor. Rnrll'igh H ou t'. :!L Barrack 
~tr ct. 

The commiltel• i11 c-hargr of the 
c <'lcbration. will b me,,tmg shortly 
to finali. <' arrangeml.'nt. and they ,lrl' 

c·onfidl•nt that the Jl'wi h , •. tional 
Fund Juhill•t• hanq1wt "ill h on of 
lhC' mo. t out. tandinµ: funf'tion to h 
hl'ld in ( apt> Tm111. 

DJln e 
. The fiftieth nnni,·er,ai • of th founding of the K rt>n Ka:r<>mC'th . thC' 
rn t'.um.ent of re_ i:-ttl1•111ent of th J w on thC'ir . oil. i heing crlC'hratt>cl lJ~ 
~e"'.1 h commumt1C' _throughout ~he world. Tht> cl.'11.'b~ation nre hkinp; 
'anou form bul. n. 1s wholly fitt111~, the effort of tho C' rn who,o hand I.ht> 
a:r!lngc•ment ar , arc• lwmi:i: larg h· direct<'<l toward the pract1cnl r,'cou:
mbon o~ the rol that th<> J wi h • 'ntional ·Fund ha played in thC' life of 
the ! ew_1 h p opll.' nn<l the ta . k that till Ii ahead of it for the romplet <> 
redemption of th land of th<> Jewi h people. 

. " ' , hould <'?mm morat thi. hi torir orra ion not only in word and 
trJbut hut al <? m tani:i:ihl<> form. and it is to thi end that th" ''Plntt' 
Dmn r. ' at w)11ch Rabbi .\ hhn Hillel , ih· r will bl.' th szu st of honour. ha 
b n arra_ng d fol' 5~h July . Thi function pro,·id ap, Town J e11ry with thC' 
opportun1~_y ~f h nrmg om• of t he great orator !lnd out tanding p r c,nalitie. 
of th Z!o111 t l\Io,· mei:it and, a th "am t1m , of d mon trnting th ir 
upport, rn a. very prnclirnl wny, of the K eren Kayemeth and it work. , ~ 

tru t, .ther fore, that Pe1~in ula. J wry will iz thi opportunity and mnk<' 
th Dinn r he !>ucce 1t de rv to . 

J. N. F. GOLDEN JUBILEE 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER 

and Mrs. SILVER 
will be the guests of honour at thL 

JEWISH A TIO AL FU D 

JUBILEE 

at the 

C ITV 
CAPE 

HALL 
TOWN 

on 

Thursday, 5th July 
at 7.15 p.m. 

This is your opportunity to 
Orator of Li ten to an 

World R no n 

Accommodation • 
IS Limited 

Reserve your seat now at the 

The W tern Pro inc Zioni t Council Office, 
r Floor, Burleigh Hou e, 

Barrack treet, Cap To n. 

£5-5-0 PER PLATE 
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A DISTINGUISHED VISITOR 
SOUTH AFRICAN Jews have. been privileged to welcome in their 

midst many leading personalities of the Zionist movement, and 
within a few days we shall have the opportunity of greeting one of the 
most distinguished contemporary Zionist leaders-Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver, leader of American Zionism, who comes here in connection with 
the J.N.F. Jubilee celebrations. 

The respect and esteem in which Rabbi Silver is held by Jews 
throughout the world, his courageous fight against petty Zionism and 
the British Mandatory Government for Palestine, his association with 
those who opposed partition in 1937, his contribution to the political 
struggle at UNO before November 29th, 1947, and his recognition of, and 
support for, the Irgun's fight for liberation have marked him as a 
dangerous character in the eyes of Ben Gurion. 

This may, of course, only be a passing phase and the possibility of 
an alliance between Mapai and the General Zionists after the next 
Knesset elections should not be excluded. They are the traditional 
partners of the past and were jointly responsible for many of the 
disastrous events and policies before the State's emergence and in the 
early days of its existence. 

At the moment, however, Silver is not one of the "favoured ones" 
and his criticism of the regime and policy in Israel have led him into 
open conflict with Ben Gurion and Mapal, who have made every effort 
to oust him from his position and to eliminate his powerful influence 
over American and World Jewry. 

In fact, only a few days ago Ben Gurion was reported to have said 
that he would "never agree that Rabbi Silver should become President 
of the Zionist Organisation." This Statement is only a symptom of the 
overall Mapai plan to reduce the Zionist movement to a meaningless 
and lifeless institution-which would not question or criticise their 
actions-and the indifference to last week's Congress Elections in Israel 
is an indication of the success that they have already achieved. 

There were occasions in the past when we thought that Rabbi 
Silver might have gone further in his stand, but then again, he shone 
as a brilliant exception amongst his colleagues of the Jewish Agency 
leadership in the days of the heroic Irgun struggle-refusing to share 
in the servile condemnations of their valiant actions and the campaign 
of insult and vilification launched against those patriots. On the con
trary it may be said that Silver's frank and fearless utterances in 
America, were often the echo of the Irgun's actions in Palestine. 

Since the State came into being, Rabbi Silver has helped to coun
teract the practise of distorting history, which has been popularised by 
Mr. Ben Gurion in Israel, who seeks to deny the role played by the 
lrgun-and incidentally, also Rabbi Silver's part-in the struggle for 
Freedom. On the occasion of Mr. Begin's visit to the U.S.A., Rabbi 
Silver gave it, as his considered opinion that "the Irgun will go down 
in History as a fador without which the State of Israel would not have 
come into being." • 

In welcoming Rabbi Silver to South Africa, we express the hope 
that he will arouse South African Zionists to the dangers facing the 
movement,' that be will not refrain from being outspokenly critical of 
conditions in Israel-as we have been at all times-for we believe that 
it is necessary to tell the Jews of the world the truth for the sake of 
Israel and the Jewish people. 



RABBI 
ON 

SILVER .ARRIVING 
SUNDAY 

Will -Visit Principal Centres Of 
Union And Rhodesia 

QN Sunday afternoon, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, accompanied by Mrs. 
Silver, will arrive in the Union for a brief visit in connection with 

the South African Jubilee Celebrations of the J.N.F. A crowded pro
gramme has been arranged for him, including visits to the principal 
centres of the Union and Rhodesia. Rabbi Silver will also address a 
meeting of the South African Zionist Council which is to be held o:i 
Saturday evening, the 14th, and Sunday, the 15th of July. He will meet 
the Executive of the S.A. Zionist Federation on Monday and will be the 
guest of honour at the J.N.F. Jubilee dinner on Monday evening. His 
Wdrship, the Mayor of Johannesburg, Councillor C.F. Beckett, is tender
ing a luncheon in ,Rabbi Silver's honour on Tuesday, June 26. 

Rabbi Silver was born in Nien
stadt, Lithuania. He emigrated to 
the United States with hfs parents, 
as a lad of nine, and soon proved 
himself to be a proficient scholar. 
He studied at the University of 
Cincinnati, where he received his 

RABBI HILLEL SIL VER 

B.A. degree in 1915. and gradu
ated from the Hebrew Union Col
lege as a qualified Rabbi in the 
same year. 

Following his graduation, he ren
dered special war service with 
the armed forces in France and 
was subsequently decorated by the 
French Government with the 
medal of the Officier de L'Instruc
tion Publique. 

Since 1917 Rabbi Silver has made 
his home in Cleveland, Ohio, 
whence he received a call to be
come spiritual leader of the "Tife
reth Israel," then the largest Re
form Congregation in the United 
States. 

Rabbi Silver is married and has 
two sons. 

Acknowledged one of the fore
most orators of the day, Rabbi 
Silver, both as speaker and spiri
tual leader, has done much to 
elevate the platform of Jewish 
leadership. 

SOCIAL LEGISLATION 
In the field of planning social 

legislation in the ·United States, 
Rabbi Silver has made a signifi
cant contribution and was the- first 
to sponsor the unemployment law 
in Ohio. President Hoover had 
placed him on the National Com
mittee to Alleviate Unemployment, 
and Rabbi Silver followed this pro
ject up with intensive work on 
unemployment relief among both 
White and Negro in his State. As 
a member of the American Civil 
Liberties Union he has also evinced 
a particular interest in legislation 
affecting child labour. 

Rabbi Silver served as Chair
man of the American section bf 
the Jewish Agency for Israel. In 
addition he was Chairman of the 
American Zionist Emergency 

Council, and it was in this capa
city that he put the Zionist case 
before the Assembly of · the United 
Nations in 1947. 

As President of -the Zionist Or- ' 
ganisation of America he piloted 
that body through some of its 
most difficult years. He has held 
the position of National co
Chairman of the United Jewish 
Appeal, 'in addition to serving as 
the National Chairman of the 
United Palestine Appeal, which 
combines the fund-raising efforts 
of the Palestine Foundation Fund 
with the Jewish National Fund. 

A man of outstanding energy, 
Rabbi Silver has been a member 
of over 30 committees and boards 
devoted to Jewish, Zionist and 
Civic interests, among them the 
Near East Relief Committee and 
the Executive Board of the Larger 
Regional Government of Cleveland. 
So broad, in fact, are his civic 
activities that John Gunther, 
writing of Dr. Silver in his book 
"Inside U.S.A.," refers to him 
"the first citizen of Cleveland." 



Eminent Rabbi 
to Visit Rand 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi of the largest Jewish Reform congregation in America and an outstanding orator, will arrive in I Johannesburg on Sunday on a brief visit to the Union. Rabbi Silver was appointed Chairman of the Israel Corporation of America in 1949. He is also Chairman of the American i Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and of the American Zionist Emergency Council; and is Vice-President of the Jewish Academy of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Silver is the author of a number of religious works. 



U.S. RABBI'S 
TRIBUTE 

TO SMUTS 
"THE notable support of the late 

General smuts remains one 
of the important chapters in the 
history of the World Zionist 
Movement," Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
a prominent leader of the move
ment, said when he arrived in 
Johannesburg last night from the 
United States. 

Dr. Silver is Rabbi of the 
largest Jewish Reform Congre
gation in America, and has 
helped in the planning of 
modern social legislation there. 
His advocacy of the Jewish 

case before the United Nations 
,Assembly in 1947 largely helped 
to secure a favourable decision on 
the independence of the State of 
Israel. 

Dr. Silver told the "Rand Daily 
Mail" that the World Zionist 
Movement was very grateful to 
south Africa for its support when 
the issue of the establishment of 
the State of Israel was discussed 
by the United Nations. 

"I am happy that the. lJnited 
States still shows great interest in 
Isrll.el, and am sure that it will 
continue to give its support in 
the future," he said. 

DR. SILVER ROUSil~G 
JOH.ii.NNESBURG TENDERS OFl<1ICili.L RECEPTION. 

Dr • .t~bbo. Hillel Silver on his n.rrivo.l in South .. i.frica vms 
nc~orded the most enthusinstic ~elcomc ever given a. Zionist lender from 
a.broad in this country. The 11ayor of Johannesburg tendered an official 
r eception for the .t'unericnn Zionist l ender. 

In his tour of the mnjor South lu'ri.cn.n J ewish communities, 
Dr. Silver VJill n.ddres~ meetings of the J e,Jish No.tiono.l Fund and the 
Zionist Organisntion. ,<-In a speech deliver ed nt n 50th Ar.niversnry dinner~ 
of the Je,,wish Nntioru.,l Fund, he so.id, "Israel is still surrounded by enemies 
drerurdng of a seconct round - o.nd rearming for it. The position of 
Jeruso.lem is still not defined, and the United Nations is evading 'ti.he 
question." 



UNITED JEWISH REFORM 
CONGREGATION OF 

JOHANNESBURG 

will deliver the 

SERMON 
at 

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
on 

FRIDAY EVENING 
(JUNE 29) 

at 6 p.m. (Six o'clock) 
ALL ARE 

Rabbi's tribute 
to Israeli 

people 
" Israel shows what a nation inspired by an ideal can do," said Dr. A. H. Silver, Rabbi of the largest Jewish Reform Congregation in America, at a Press conference in Johannesburg to-day. Dr. Silver, who was in Israel four weeks ago, said that he had a tremendous admiration for the people who, with the problem of absorbing 600,000 immigrants and under semi-military mobilisation, were facing a period of austerity and hard work to establish their countrv and were doing a magnificent ·job. 



Rabbi Says Israel Faces 
Economic Crisis 

THE great development of lsrael 
is due to the determinea and 

unfaiUng efforts of the Jewish 
National I<'und, Rabbi Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver said at the Golden 
Jubilee Banquet of the fund in 
Johannesburg last night. 

Dr. Silver is visiting South 
Africa from America and 
recently he made a tour of 
Israel. 
He paid a tribute 

African Jewry for their contribu
tion to the J.N.F. Their unswerv-
ing loyalty and unbounded 
generosit,y had contributed 
largely towards the establishment 
of the State of Israel. 

SMUTS TRIBUTE 
"I would also like to pay a 

tribute to that great South Afri
can. General Smuts, who at 
U.N.O. helped pave the way for the 
formation of the State of Israel. 
We in America admired him for 
his great qualities as a leader and 
world statesman." 

Dr. Silver said that a tremen
dous amount of work was being 
done in Israel. 

Large - scale Irrigation 
schemes were in operation and 
a new scheme was being 
launched for the reclaiming 
of about 15,000 acres of land 
which was marshy and 
malaria-ridden. In the past 
year 7,000,000 trees had been 
planted. 
There were many difficulties still 

to be overcome, however, and the 
continued support of all Jews was 
needed. 

"Thf' enemies of Israel are 
gathering on all sides:· said Dr. 
Silver, "and we must help the 
country to be strong enough to 
resist. The people are determined, 
and will fight to preserve their 
independence. 
FEAR ECONOMIC BREAKDOWN 

"They do not lack courage or 
determination, but what they fear 
most is an economic breakdown, 
which would give their enemies 
the chance they are waiting for. 

"It is up to us to see Lhat 
breakdown never occurs." 

:.fr. Justice Greenberg presided. 
Other speakers were the MaY.OI.: 
of Johannesburg, Mr. Claude 
Beckett, M.P.C., Mr. S. M. Kuper, 
K.C., Chairman of the S.A. Zioni ·t 
Federation. Mr. I. A. MaiselsL K.C, 
President of the S.A. Jewish J::So rd 
of Deputies, and Mr. E.G. Go1tein. 
Minister Plenipotentiary for Israel. 



Israel Sal 
5· milj. kan 

Onderhou 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, een van 

die mees vooraanstaande S1oniste 
1n die wereld, en Rabbi van die 
grooLSte Joodse hervormingsgemeen
te in Amerika, het gister op 'n 
perskonferens:e 111 Johannesburi 
verklaar dat Israel na volle ont
wikkeling van sy nywerhede en 
landbou tussen 4,000,000 en 5,000.000 
mense sal kan onderhou. 

Die ekonomiese toestand 1s deur 
die geweld1ge immiirasie wel erns
tig, maar die bevolking is vol ver• 
troue en hoop vir die toekoms. 
Hoewel die lewenstandaard deur die 
instroming van duisende immigrante, 
wat meestal arm was. moes daal, 
was die bevolking bereid om die 
offer te bring ten einde hul • ras
genote 'n tuiste te verskaf. 

Met die geleidelike verminderinf 
van die stroom immigrante en die 
opbou van die nywerhede en land
bou. sc1l die land sander twyfel 
se:fonderhoudend word, het hy ver
klaar. 

Dr. Silver is in die Unie as gas 
van die Joodse Nasionale Fonds, 
·n organisasie wat die profetiese 
plan van Theodor Herzl om 'n Jood
se staat te herstig, deur die aan
koop van grond in Palestina moont-
11.k gemaak het. 

Die fonds is vyftig jaar gelede 
gestig, en gisteraand 1s die jubi
leum feestelik in die stadsaal her
denk. 

Dr. Silver het in 'n indrukwek
kende rede in die Stadsaal beskryf 
hoe die Jode in Israel deur hul 
onoorwinlike wil, hul geesdrif en 
trou aan hul jong staat sal wen. 
en die byna onoorkomelike moei
likhede baas raak . 

Hy het nadruk daarop gel~ dat 
dit no~ altyd die klein volkles was 
wat die grootste bydrae tot die 
menslike vooru:tgang gelewer het. 

Volgens dr. Silver sal die klein 
herstigte staatjie Israel nie slegs 
vir rlie Jode, maar vlr die mens
dom nog baie beteken. 

Die Joodse nasionale fonds wat 
vyft1g jaar gelede gestig is, het 
d ie aankoop van grond vit neder• 
setting in Palestina moontlik ge~ 
maak . Die grond word bewerk en 
orals in die kaal landskap word 
bome geplant wat sal bydra tot die 
herstel van die grand. 

Die spreker het beklemtoon dat 
die Jode juis deur hul werk op die 
grond die kenmerke van 2.000 jaar 
se vervolging en onderdrukking van 
hulle afskud. Hy het 'n beroep op 
die Jode in die w~reld gedoen om 
Israel deur die paar jare wat voor
le, te help, dan sal hulle stellig 
vc rsterk deur hul moeilike jare, 
daarin slaag om 'n self.standige 
nuwe staat te s)cep. 





Beroemde Leier 
Van J odedom In 

Stad Onthaal 
GE ESDRI FTIGE aantal Jode het Ma an

dagaand ,n die s adsaal 'n banke by
gewoon ter ere van dr. Abba Hillel Sil er I in 
die middel op ons foto). een van die beroemd
st leiers van die Amer1kaanse Jodedom. Or. 
Silver is rabbyn van die grootste gemeente 
in Amerika en is na Suid-A.frika uitgenoo1 
ter geleenthe1d van die 50e erjaardag n 
die Joodse asionale Fonds. 

In 'n indrukwekkende rede het dr. Sil r 
Suid-Afrika geloof v1r die bystand wat hy 
aan lsr el gegee het tydens die tots and-

oming van die staat en sy versekerdhe1d 
uitgespreek dat die Unie s 
houding on eranderd al bly. 
Dr. Stiver het verklaar d t 
die Fonds die groot te aan
koopstelsel 1n die wereld is 
wat nte staatsondersteuning 
ontvang nae. 

,,Elke rewolusie is 1n wese 
maar die herontde king van 
ou begrnsels, ' het dr. Silver 
verklaar en die idec v n die 

DIE VADERLAND * 

Fonds teruggevoer tot 
optrede van 
grond buit ~ ant 
gekoop het. 

Die ander persone op on 
foto is mev. E . D. Goitetn, 

oens ag, 2 uni 95 . 

eggenote van die gevolmag-
1gde minister en bui enge

wone ge&ant an I rael en 
regter Leopold Greenberg. 

a voor i tter opgetre 
he . 
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RABBI SIL l ER VERSUS 
BEJV- GURIO 

From th• Pre, · in ten ic\, gi, ·n b~ Rabbi ilver. appe.iring ~[ ·e
\,her • in thi • i!---;ue. it is apparent that all i • not \\ell in the relation 
hetween the I -ra I Go,emmcnr and the ,vorld Zioni't movement. 
\ e an: lt\ing through a period of great change. and a certain 
:1mount of grating in th machinerv is under ·tandable . F r all that, 
"'e f d th;t wh:1tcvcr th tran.irion that ha to be made. this 
,houl<l be done \\ithout a peritv r ran our. I ·rael and world 
Zionism need each ther. It ,, uld be di ·a trou • if the ontenti n 
hetween the tw 1 amp· were allowed t get ut of hand. a it 
appear · to be doing. to judge b. the far well addn! • o[ Ben 
Gurion in •~w or . and Rabbi ilver· Pre int r ieY. dore u . 

The not of anger pdvading Rabbi iJv r' • interviev. i under
:-tandable. He would be I , • than human if he did n t P ' nt the 
manner in \lthich the Zioni ·t movem nt, which play d a ignal role 
in th fight for our independenc . i • now being r legated to a 
·ub rdinate pla e. We can well y mpathise with Rabbi ilver wher 
he ·~,v that "y,.ithin the Zioni t Organisation f mt:rica. all 
, ecti n, to-duy f el a en ·e of outrage ;t the way the mov ment i • 
bl·ing treakd." F r all that. we mu ·t curb our entimen . for W:! 

ar moving through perilou: day · when hard realtti , have to be 
faced. nd one of the realiti • i, that th f u • of Jewish 
endeavour ha · ince the winning of our independ n e hift d to 
"~ithin the b rdcr of I rael. away from the Dia p ra. If .,.. may 
borr w from phiJo phical idiom. the ri ·e of the tate f I ra I 
i.~ not ju t on point of many in th volution of the Jew· ·h race: 
it r pre ·ent • a qualitative ·hange. ailing for harp reorientation of 
policy .. • we hav aid. it hould be effected a· ·m thly a · 
r ible, :t'ld \\ith th I :ht ct· location. But it h • t • d ne. for 
:di that. e \\-Ould ascrib...: che • mewh! t har h tone of B n 
Gurion.·s addre • ·, not to any lac-k of ~ titu to ..... ard 
Zioni ·m. or bad manner:, bur to the ingular imp nan 
b~ue • at hand. 

Rabbi ilver· · harge i'. in fa·t. that Ben Gunon Y.a b1ting th•! 
hand that f d him. It i a verv • riou • harge. ln defence f Ben 

,urion, it ha· to be aid that ft fall· away, ince l'rael h..1 · opened 
it · ct or y,.ide ·o that any Jew ·an nter the ountry and immediate
ly njoy the full right · of an} other I ' ra Ii ·niz n. R..1 b1 th.er 
ould be ·ome the Pnm1; ~ m,.,cer of l:rad. if th1 • hould • the 1 ' h 

l,f the pe pie. but nly n the ·ond1ti n that he .,..ent to h1,-e in 
I ·rael . 

De ·pite Rabbi 111,-er' • a'i ·ertil,n that all the cal about p 1lttic1l 
int rf rence in the affair of I rad i:- nothing m r th..1n .1 reJ 
h rring, we ·till bdie\ • that it 1: a . altent 1 • ue. and wr. real 
trtdced. tran!?eh n ugh. Rabbi iher ·ee, this 
·nrerft.:n:n..:e ~H~>ugh .1~1 1111,0:neJ ,,.._.r,i: ·..:t H! In ..i..:..:,,n.lan..:,: " th 
111. p,,1,9 of H.1fr:1J.1h. mern a L•I ti1c vo1r ·rnment houlJ n, t 
at the amc ume e mern er l'f th• J •y. 1. h ~en.:, E,e..:ut1\ •. a 
the world \\.Ollld JCCU e the Zi OI { mo1rr:m1: nt ot 
1un from I racl . He would ov ·r·ome thi.· difficult1,
f,ra I to gi,e the 21 m t Organ 1. at1on • Charter • a 1 '1h,cr 
ecm) to •ndO\\ the Cham:r \\.1th r 1.1.,:.11:al quahuc, TLl the "'orld 
1t lar!.!e . th1'i Charter \H>u!J 1:.:1 11\ th.It th,: Z1L,11e- t r .!.ani :Hi n 
i, JerT\ Ill!! It .1utlwrll\ lnim I rad. tnJ th,: .:h,tr!!C ,,1 I ~ad 1nter
ten:n.:e .~ \\LlrlJ L,,,m,m \\,\lUIJ C 'l.lJI.' 1rri: r~.:tl\C ,,1 Y. h..:ther 
1111..•rnhi:r L'l th· I r.1 ·I Li \ ·rm 1,.:1 It I thi: ;.en... l .... ·uu,. • 
LlC Ill)[. 

But \\h..Jl 1, n1l,rc 1mp,1rt.1nt. 1 ,1' .:.: 
danger f l,rael' p ,1tu..:al mti:rfi:r •111. • 

!.!l ,c, o,er .1 • ,1 r,hantn, th' or!" r al d 1 !.! ~ l' 

,., ,,, 1 .... 11 .1ftair ot I,racl \\ h..1t I the ~ur 
1. Pr·" 11 t ·n1e\\' It I a pntc--t .It the ..1, all 

, \\ ·r 1..1.. 1 t.1' .:n ,1\\,1: frnr 1 the \\Orld Zt 'Ohl m1. \ •m..:1 t. 
, J i-: \a1 t tl, n:-i:,t.1 11,h 1t thwugh I rael grantm!! ll a C'1..1ni:r. 

But l) \ ·r I. llllt :IL ,tra.:t. 1.1r j ll') h) pl.1~ nh. Pre um..ib 1... R..1 i 
·11\a \ 1ulJ h c 11.1 u i: t'w, r ""er tL, .11.:t a a p,,ht1cal o.:~,rr •1.t1\C 

11 I rad l h1--. \\ • tat· n1l"t ·mrhat1ealh,. H1ulJ e ighl~ 
l,111_;1.'wu • anJ 1 111.•t to he .:1..,untenane ·J • 

\.'It er Jo \\e ,l(.' rmc l)l he rm e1rk ,r J (' artcr fr). rad. 
I he /1,111i l m,1\ernent ill gro,\ ,tnJ fh,un,h. w the c tent that 1t 

.1. le to md,it ,, • \H,rlJ J ' r) elp he 
'1lf11.:ulc1e It ·an ,inl\ 1.· 1d • hr ,u 
Lilli 1,t thi:r d\1.·, .• ,· ,I 11 t J ( 

1uth\,n the Zi ni--t n h1 ·h 
R ,I l I 1 , l 'l Id 111 l l 
·11ent I D1..1 p,,r 1 1 \l\Cf 

c,1( anl ,.: p ..,1ltllll ,1 I an 
Lro1w,t ·mcnl 1, to fu •ff..: 
1ho..,c knee '-"h1t·h hut It 1 lar" • , 
•av. the trugglc y, 1th m Je H_ 1, n,, 1L1~l.! 1.: 

light fl.1r tat..: ,,r 111.ll. I h.n 1, ue 1" -

mu t aet ,anguard in the cm aJ a1J hr:.iel. 
.:l m,t1tut .i, the h le ar m " tr t,, c up ti 
..!e1 an.:at ( 21001 t and n n-Z1l1~11..,t hm J f) 



MAYORAL RECEPTION 
TO RABBI SILVER 

Councillor Beckett's Tribute 
To Jewish Achievements A GLOWING tribute to Jewish achievements was paid by the Mayor of Johannesburg, Councillor C. F. Beckett, when he extended a civic welcome to Rabbi Hillel Silver at a Mayoral luncheon held at the Mayor's Chambers, Johanburg City Hall, in honour of the distinguished visiting Zionist leader on Tuesday. The luncheon was attended by cJty councillors and leading personalities. The Mayor provided a stric-tly Kosher meal for the occasion and called on Rabbi Dr. M. C. Weiler to offer grace. 

It was not often, said the Mayor, that he had the privilege of welcoming so distinguished a guest. " You, sir," he said to Rabbi Silver, " have beei\ credited with three great accomplishments-as a fighter, a worker and a leader. We feel honoured that you have won these attributes in both the spiritual and the temporal spheres. We think with gratification of the progress of the great work of Zionism which you have so signally assisted to the triumph of the Jewish State. We can join in your rejoicing on this fiftieth anniversary of the Jewish National Fund. 
"Fifty years ago world Jewry certainly had little on which to base its faith that there would ever be an Israel State or nation. Now that State and nation exist again. Never in history, I think. has anything as splendid in achievement been brought to fruition. When you started off, the world sat by on the sidelines and watched. I know the difficulties and frustrations you have had to contend with over the past 50 years. The battle has been won. The world that looked on with incredulity when you began is now prepared to applaud the magnitude of your achieveme!}t. As a non-Jewish Zionist I pray that the' things you have worked for so long will all be brought to fruition ihrough the labours af the Zionist Organisation and the support which world Jewry accords them." 

Rabbi Silver Replies 
Rabbi Silver, in reply, expressed his deep appreciation of the honour accorded him at this civic welcome I and said that the City of Johannesburg was fortunate in having as its administrative head a man of such gcrodwill and tolerance as the Mayor. 

" If there is any hope for this troubled world of ours, it lies with people like you who hold true to the basic spiritual conception of life and who can see that the source of all proper adjustments in life must lie in the moral and ethical code common to all men of goodwill and especially to those privileged to share in the Judeao-Christian tradition," he said. 

Rabbi Silver said he found many parallels between South Africa, and his own home country of America, and Israel. In all three lands there was the same spirit of pioneering and faith in the future. Johannesburg especially had much that was common to America and Israel. "The growth of your city from a town of tents to a great metropolitan community reminds me so much of many of our cities in America; and so, too, in Israel we see a country rapidly rising from a community of tents and huts and transforming itself, by its spirit, its will and initiative into a country which will be a credit to humanity. 
"I don't think that the little State of Israel will ever rival the great countries of the world in terms of material progress. I don't think there is even any widespread desire there for such rivalry. But I like to think that that little country will again come to hold an honoured place in the world in terms of social justice, in terms of the great ideals of humanity, of culture, and of civilisation. We created the great spiritual treasures of mankindin the past, and I am persuaded that Israel will make a similar contribution again and will prove worthy of the confidence which mankind has reposed in it," he declared. 

RABBI SIL VER TO 
PREACH AT TEMPLE 

ISRAEL 
R a bbi Abba Hillel Silver who, ir, addition to being the outstanding figure in American Zionism today. is also the Rabbi of the largest J ewish Reform Congregation ir the U.S.A., will preach the sermoh at the Sabbath Eve service of the Johannesburg United Jewish Reform Congregation ort Friaay, 29th June. 
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''GIVE ISRAEL HALF A CHANCE 
AND THE WORLD WILL ·aE 

ASTOUNDED" 
Rabbi Silver Receives 

Stormy Ovation At J.N.F. 
Jubilee Banquet 

Warns Thal Its Batlle-Days 
Are Nol Y·et Over 

IN sculptured sentences, charged with poetry, Rabbi IOllel 

levels of achievement. What 
made this possible? Ein breire 
-no alternative-is the explana
tion often advanced. But it is too 
negative and facile an explana
tion. For it takes no account of 
the amazing dynamism and 
ebullience of spirit being mani
fested on all sides. The indomit
able urge that animated Joshua 
before the ramparts of Canaan is 
driving Israel forward to master 
the seemingly • unconquerable 
heights. 
" They could have settled down to 

a comfortable existence-who could 
have dared deny it to them after 
all their privations; they need not 
have complicated their lives by 
allowing in an inrush of im
poverished immigrants. But they 
have a sense of loyalty to their 
nation, and they only regarded 
themselves as the vanguard of a 
great people resolved to build a 
civilisation. 

"The whole country . is throb
bing with life. The Yemenite 
Jew, sitting on top of an American 
bulldozer and ploughing his way 
through all ob-stacles, is the 
symbol of Zionist sweep, combin
ing with the most advanced tech-

Rabbi and Mrs. Silver on their arrival at Palmietfontein airport on 
Sunday night, where a guard of honour was arranged by the 

Bnei Zion. 

notable achievements in many fields 
of human endeavour. The celebra
tion of the J .N.F. Golden Jubilee 
was of special significance to him, 
said Justice Greenberg. During his 
recent stay in Israel, his vi~it to 
the settlements had outweighed 
other disappointments. While the 

• Silver, guest at the Jubilee J.N.F. celebration, held at the 
City Hall on Monday night, ·told the story of the renaissance 
of our • people. Effective presence, beautiful rhythm of 
phrase, and wealth of imagery- have rightly earned for Rabbi 
Silver the reputation of being one of the great orators of 
this age. Those who were fortunate enough to be in the 
audience will not readily forget a rich and rewarding ex
perience. Sheer eloquence could not have created such a 
profound impression; no master of words and phrases could 
have so inspired and galvanised, if it were not that behind 
these words there was a soul totally merged with the aspira
tions and destiny of his people. And the ovation Rabbi 
Silver received at the end of his ~dress was not just the 
acclaim of a great speaker, but it was also a heartfelt tribute 
to a great Jew who occupied a key position during the most 
critical and stormy period of our history, and neither wav
ered nor flinched in the face of the overwhelming dangers 
that everywhere beset us. 

. effervescent activity of Tel Aviv 

Mr. I. A. Maisels \Yelcomed 
Rabbi Silver as a pre-eminent 
leader in the Zionist movement, 
saying that in South Africa the 
Board of Deputies had always co
operated with Zionism on the 
closest terms. They would continue 
to look to American J ewry for 
guidance and inspiration. 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Greenberg 
presided. Mr. S. M. Kuper, Chair
man of the S.A. Zionist Federation, 
and Mr. I. A. Maisels, President of 
the S.A. Jewish Board of Deputies, 
i>rought greetings from their organ
isations. His Worship the Mayor, 
Councillor C. F. Becltett, welcomed 
Rabbi Silver on behalf of the citi
zens of Johannesburg, and the 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Mr. E. D. 
Goitein, brought a message of good
will from Israel. 

At the commencement of his 
address Rabbi Silver spoke with 
deep feeling of General Smuts, 
whose services to the cause of 
"zionism would remain for ever en
graved in the annals of our people, 
and he thanked those at the head 
of affairs in South Africa who at 
UNO had helped in the rebirth of 
Israel. He then paid a glowing 
tribute to the Jews of South Africa, 
who through their unfailing loyalty 
and exemplary generosity had 
played a notable part in the re
establishment of the State of Israel. 

" I first learned of the J.N.F. 
as a boy living in the East Side 
of New York, and began my 
Zionist career selling the white 
and blue stamp at meetings and 
in the Synagogues," went on 
Rabbi Silver. " It was a star
studded dream of my childhood. 
But the stars that shone so 
brightly in my youth have acom
panied me through all my years. 
"At one time, the J.N.F. stamp 

was the symbol of a people's hope; 
to-day it is the authentic symbol of 
a sovereign State occupying an 
honoured place in the comity of 
the nations. It is the emblem of 
Israel. Behind the stamp there is 
an invincible idea. 

" Stateless and landless, it was 
not enough for the Jew to fight for 
freedom in the abstract sense; we 
had to acquire land and soil from 
which to launch our fight for in
dependence, and on which to 
regenerate a people whose lives 
had been blighted by centuries of 
exile. The soil has -become the 
central theme of our national 
renaissance. Through the J.N.F., 
the masses of the Jewish people are 
participating in the work of re
deeming our people. 

They Created 
"The pioneers, who poured 

their life-blood into the arid and 
forbidding wastes of Palestine, 
did not wait for success or the 
prospect of success. They created 
it. The J.N.F. represents the 
patience and endurance of a 
people, prepared to struggle to
wards the ultimate goal through 
lean and unrewarding years. They 
fought on, urfdismayed, in the 

•face of political disturbance and 
economic crisis, and the J.N.F. 
became the greatest non
Governmental land• purchasing 
agency in the world." 
Rabbi Silver then spoke of the 

monumental achievements of the 
J.N.F. in forestry and agriculture. 

Malaria-ridden regions had been 
cleared; and transformed into 
healthy land on which human 
beings could now be settled. The 
seven million trees planted in a 
country, denuded of its fertility 
through centuries of neglect, had 
completely transformed the land
scape. The Negev, vast and for
bidding, had been reclaimed for 
human habitation. 

"No campaign surpasses the 
J.N.F. in popular appeal," de
clared Rabbi Silver, "for it em
bodies the essential genius and 
social vision of a people. That is 
why it stands above partisan 
ideology, and serves the needs of 
a whole nation." 
Rabbi Silver warned against the 

Sabbath mood of celebration that 
had overcome large sections of 
Jewry. It was understandable after 
all the frightful exertions to 
achieve victory. But an eternal 
Sabbath could only remain the 
dream of a distant future, in the 
face of the perilous times through 
which the world is moving and the 
burdensome tasks ahead. 

Unprecedented Problems 
" Israel must become strong, 

stable and secure. Everywhere it 
is surrounded by truculent, un
reconciled enemies yearning for a 
1,econd round. The U.N. is still 
evading a final decision on Jeru
salem. There is a tremendous mili
tary budget to raise. Economic 
problems have become staggering 
with the large-scale immigration 
initiated since Independence Day. 
Let us not recoil from our tasks. 
Let us give all we can of patience, 
loyalty and self-sacrifice to sustain 
this tiny people grappling with un
precedented problems. 

"Their battle-days are not over. 
Girdled as they are by an array 
of hostile Arab armies, and with 
the Great Powers switching 
policy as international tension 
mou,ita, they must remain con
stantly on the alert, and we must 
be ever-ready to spring to their 
aid in any contingency that may 
arise. What we have helped to 
build, let us make secure through 
a glorious comradeships of the 
enduring fellowship of labour till 
peace and security are abidingly 
theirs.'' 

Visit to Israel 
Rabbi Silver then described the 

thrill he experienced as he recently 
set foot on the soil of Israel. 
Despite the hard and rugged things 
he had seen;it had been a Yorn Tov 
for him during every moment of 
his stay there, as he watched 
another exciting act in this grand 
drama of Israel-one of the most 
exciting in the history of the world. 

" Give them half a chance, and 
the world will be astounded at 
their prodigious conquests. In 
the face of heartbreaking circum
stance and hopeless odds they 
fought on. They rose above 
hardships and suffering to higher 

Rabbi Silver addressing the J.N.F. 
Jubilee Banquet at the City Hall. 

nique, to lay the foundation for 
the growth of a people. There are 
difficultie,,s - economic, political 
and spiritual. There is no need 
to gloss over them, or to imagine 
they don't exist. But with patience 
and the right leadership, these 
will be eliminated, .and the nation 
will go forward unitedly." 

Independence Day 
Rabbi Silver described the cele

bration of Independence Day in 
Israel, .which he witnessed during 
his stay there. He ·was taken to a 
spot where 36 urns containing the 
ashes of Jews from the Nazi con
centration camps were kept to re
mind us of the martyrdom of our 
people, and the via dolorosa we 
had to tread before our exile came 
to an end. 

And he was also taken to Mount 
Herzl, where the remains of our 
immortal leader are interred. "In 
the presence of the leading figures 
of the land, the flag of the new State 
was raised. A bonfire was lit, and 
all at once a chain o'f bonfires began 
to illumine the neighbouring hills, 
the flames shooting upwards to a 
sky massed with stars. Ecstatically, 
they danced through the streets of 
every city and village. They have 
every right to celebrate, for they 
have built well and soundly on ten 
thousands defeated hopes. They 
are proving a blessing not only to 
themselves, but to countless genera
tions to come. 

"Out of this tiny country will 
once again come light and learn
ing to startle the world," con
cluded Rabbi Silver. "We have 
given to the world men of un
exampled intellectual stature in 
the past; we wi II do so again. The 
next few years will be critical. 
Give them the help they require, 
and they will come through 
strengthened. They have fought 
and won through sacrifice, and 
through sacrifice they will defend 
what they have won." 

Gratulatory Messages 
Mr. Justice Greenberg, in wel

coming Rabbi Silver, spoke of his 

and the stateliness of Jerusalem 
were admirable he felt that only 
through the land would the Jew 
shed the undesirable consequences 
of persecution and the ghetto. The 
Keren Kayemeth was responsible 
for the advances made on this 
front. 

Mr. S. M. Kuper, in bringing 
greetings to Rabbi Silver, also 
tributed Mr. Janower, who was 
present, for the part he had played 
in J.N.F. work since its inception. 

He was specially beholden to 
Rabbi Silver for accepting the in
vitation to come to South Africa 
after his strenuous stay in Israel. 
He felt sure that "this legendary 
figure in Zionism " would prove an 
inspiration to the Zionist moveml!nt. 

His Worship the Mayor. Coun
cillor C. F . Beckett, expressed 
appreciation of the fr iendship 
always shown him by the Jewish 
people. He believed that the 
pioneering role of the J ews in 
Israel was worthy of the highest 
praise. The vision and foresight 
they had displayed had borne fruit, 
and Israel to-day stood firmly. A 
job had been well and unostenta
tiously done over many years. 

Mr. E. D. Goitein, in a happily 
worded address full of scintillating 
humour, noted that, while the 
J .N.F. was celebrating its fiftieth 
anniversary, the love of the land 
was already an outstanding Jewish 
characteristic since the d ay~ of 
Jeremiah. 
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hocked By Ben Gorion's Attitude, 
Rabbi Silver Tells S.A. Press 

Outspoken Comment On Current Zionist 
Problems 

SIAEL PABTIES IND CONGRESS: 
ABSTAINING GBOUPS MUST 

GET IEPBESEITATION 

,f ye 
thou 

ic p 
ent 
a J w 
to h 

probab 
11 pr 

·ng Wor 
ch I ho 
0 rE tim 

of the convl 
r the political n 

e economic functions of t 
orld Zionist Movement ha 

been accomplished fully or h 
reached the st ge where a small 
or wea er World Zionist Orga 
lsatlon Is c lled for. On the co 
trary, both for the sake of t 
DI spor nd of lsr el, we ne 
a continued strong Zionist org 
Is tion. 

''Would be Catastrophic" 
"Politically. th Stat oI lsra I i 

in xi t nc du to th ffort oI the 
World Zioni t Movem nt. But th 
po ition of the Stat is far from 
bein 1ther politically or economic
ally ecure. I i young St te, 

u r r o u n d d by unreconciled 
en mi . and it n every possibl 
support which organi Jewry and 
th d mocr c1 of th world can 
giv it. ny withdrawal or diminu
tion of effort on tb part of world 
Jewry ·ould be ca trophic to the 
Stat of I rael. 

- Thi does not m that we in 
be D1 por want to interfere in 

the political airs of the State of 
I ra 1. That i a red herring that 
I being pr ad around. Th politi
cal affair of I ra l are her own 
bu in , and none oI ours. 

ov mm nt of I ra I. 
ov rnment gives it 

• ion as th princi 
of Di. pora 
onnected with I 

ypa it a it 
• -thn 

Will C 
ice to t 
he Zion 

trea 
a 

organi 
m nt 
eople 

the world 'Zionism' on his visit 
to the U.S.A., except In his fare
well speech to American Zionists, 
when he said what you have al
re dy re d In your Jewish news
papers here - that the Zionists 
cannot speak for America n Jewry 
and that they should confine 
themselves to education and 
Chalutzluth. What do you think 
was the effect of that on organised 
Zionism In America ? " 
"Did not Mr. B n Gurlon sub • 

quently withdraw that statement in 
his m ge to th Z.O.A. Conv n
tlon?" Rabbi Silver was a ked. 

"H se med to have don o," 
th Rabbi r plied. " I aw the 
m he s nt to th Z.O.A., and 
th contr t wa o sharp that I did 
publicly ugge t it wa a r v r l 
o! hi po Ilion.',' 

In r pl . tg comment that th re 
wa no categorical reversal in the 
m a e, Rabbi Silver aid: "I'm 
int r ted in the w Uar of Isra l, 
not in looking for poin . If th 
Prime Minist r of Isrn I ms to 
want to change his ground on so 
important a matt r, I am Inter t d 
t help him along. That is why I 
w lcomed the m ag s a r v rsal, 
in t ad of criticisin it for what it 
may have omitted to say.'' 

Meaning of Hafradah 
A ked how he upport d th con

tention ascribed to him, that th r 
.hould b comp! t separation b -
tw n the Stat of Lrael and world 

"But we must still give Israel 
all th upport that can be mobili ed 
ln th Di pora, and in this work 
organised Zioni m must continue to 
take the lead. Rabbi Sliver in a typical pose. Next to him Is Mr. S. M. Kuper, K.C., 

"There Is only one existing body 
that c:an be charved with main
taining the standpoint of prlorltY. 
In all things for Israel, and tha 
Is the World Zionist Organisation. 

Need for Charter 
"From thl contention follows 

my and contention-that to carry 
out thi t k, the World Zionist 
Organi lion must have authority, 
pr ig and a deflrute status. It 
can on1y be given that by the 

Chairman of the South African Zionist Federation. 

i tion that has no authority. Th 
outh will walk away from us. And 

th t will b a rious loss to I ra l 
"In the work of Zionism to-day," 

•Rabbi Silv r affirmed, "ther ar 
two partners-the Government of 
Israel and the World Zionist Mov -
m nt. Each should have its own 
sphere of work and independence. 
One should not interfere with the 
oth r; both should l arn to co
oper te fully. I know that this i 
a difficult po ition to achieve, but 
it can be achieved with patl nc 
and goodwill. If, however, there is 
to be a feeling of competition b -
tween the Israel Government and 
the Zionist Organisation, w wilJ 
~et nowh r . Then th Zionist 
Movem nt will come out of the 
forthcoming Congress ev 
def ted than it f els 

Ben Gurion's Attitude 
A k <I lo f'I hor,, ,. in -.hnl n c 

th mov mf'nt abroad fl'lt • dt 
fe t d" R bbi Silv r .aid 

"Within the Zionist Oro nla tion 
of Amerlc , all section• to d y 
feel a • na of outrage at the way 
the movement la being treated. 
Take Ben Gurlon's visit s an 
e>C mpl . One would hav e,c 
pected- nd Indeed, we did ,c. 
pee th t he would expre11 some 
word of appreciation for what 
h • been done by American 
Zionists for the State of Iara I. 
After all, It was tremendous 
Job that was done. Tens of thou 
• nda worked to brlnq about the 
State of lar el. But Ben Gurlon 
uttered not a word of ppr cl tlon 
of that work. The Israel Prime 
Minister even failed to mention 

J wry. Rabbi Silver r pli d: "I 
n ver urged that. It would in any 
case be meanin.1(1 ss. How can you 

parate Israel from world Jewry? 
At the Actions Committee meeting 
I att nded, what I urg d was 
Hafradah-that is. that members of 
the Government o! Israel should not 
at th sam time be members of 
the Jewish Ag ncy Executlv . Any 
such alignment can only l ad u 
into great difficulties in the Diaspora 
and rais the bogey of dual loyalti 
all ov r again. Our enemies would 
say: • You see who is running 
Zioni m in the Com 
In Moscow ar , co .1." 
the U.S.A., and comm! ars in 
J rusalem or Tel Aviv are running 
Zionism in America. That is a 
position we cannot allow. That is 
why Hairadah is ab olut ly 
lial '" 

Ask d whether som 5uch fe linir 
m1pht not arise in any ca~<.'. Rabbi 
Rilvl•r mphali ally stat d : "No 
Not If the Gov rnment r Israel 
giv th., ZionL·t Ori;:anisalion th 
C"h rl<,r that is requlrl'd. And th 
m n who Orst propo. d thnt hart r 
wa'I Ben Gurlon him~ If-though 
unfortunately at a time when he 
was still a member of the Jewish 
As ncy l!:xecutlve." 

American Non-Zioniata 
Qut's ioned more clos Jy on thl' 

Am rlcan position. Rabbi Sllv r 
d scribed the Jewish . et-up th re 
H ~aid there had always be n ~ 
stron group ot non-Zioni. t.c;, re
pres n~ed by the American Jewish 
Comrrutt e. Ther had el. o always 
b en . a lar~c group of drift rs. 
Am rican Zionism had tried to 

• --Continued on page 9 

OCKED BY BEN GURION'S 
ATTITUDE· • • • 

Continued from page 3 
th mas . to support 
obJ cliv .. and m doing . o 

to fight the non-Zi ni and 
drif In th y ar 
1t a d th positio 

•a. g ly r cogni ed 
• of can Jewry in 

nect h I ra I. Ev 
rican ish ommitt a 
r non-Zionist bodi s ·upport d 

n this regard. 
"We hoped to maintain that 

position after 1943-and we could 
h ve done so if we had received 
the support of the Government 
of Israel. But once contrary In
dications had been given - and 
quickly snatched up by non • 
Zionists-naturally, Zionist stock 
began to slump." 
Support Exaggerated 

Ask d about th support of th<.' 
m riran Jew1. h Commilt e. Rabbi 
1lv r opm d that thi s body had 
ceiv d more recognition from th 

ernment of Israel than its wor 
ly rn rit d . 

ut would the non-Z1001s 
giv n their financial uppo 

out such r cognition '! ·• 
did th y iv th ir flna 

p rt b for th State w 
d?" Rabbi Silv r replied. 

th y? ., 
y certainly did. The U~itcd 

Appeal was stablish d 
th State cam into ist nee. 

only some two y ar ng . 
iration ot Mr. 

d his in pirali 
- that a m 

arted to bring n n
U.P.A., r ulting 

ment of th nit d 
The only r suit 
hat th non-Z1onis 

cir tr ngth. l s1" 
ing, and Zionism 

Unit d J wish 
5 local charil 
nd. or cours . t 
ted th 

A k d what wa his r action to 
B •n Gurion•s r nt stat m nt in 
America. that a Zi nt t m nt 
sp cifically on who w nt with his 
family lo ettl in I.-ra •I. and only 
th;rt, Rabbi Silv r r pli d: 

"I don't think that was ever 
definition of Zionism - and 
don't see why we need a new one 
at this time. A Zionist has always 
been one who is Interested in 
helping towards the upbuilding 
of a Jewish Stale In Israel. It 
was never part of Zionist propa
ganda or the Zionist credo that a 
Zionist must necessarily settle In 
Israel. I am not called upon to 
accept a new definition of Zionism 
from Ben Gurlon . There was an 
adequate definition of Zionism 
before Ben Gurlon." 

.,.,,.,-- Israel Parties and 
Congress 

S v ral que lions w re pu 
abbi ilver about the pos1 • 
rael con quent up 
n of the Gen ral Zi 

achi from th J • 
ion . He mad 
, that h did n 
a party point of v1 

as a gu st of 
National Fund on a 
mission;• he said. " I a1 
shar my views on lh W 
Zionist Organisation with y 
because they affect all Zionists. 
do not. however. wi h to b 

the po ition of a champion 
one point of vi w. So on t 

j ct 1 will merely . ay th11t it 
one ivable that a World Zio 
ngr ss can b h Id without 
ticipation of th ' 1:ra I 
nists and Mizrachi. 
representation wil 
nd for th m. Th 

difficulty in 
mula. and it may 

ail for th r suits or 
ctions and u the, 

Parties in Diaspora 
On the subj ct of parti within 

Diaspora Zioni ·m. Rabbi ilv r Faicl 
h did not agr that this involved 
th difficulti s on qu ti n r p ·
tulated. If Zioni t part, w r to 
be dissolved in lh Diaspor . th 
suggestion to that efT ct must com 
Crom Israel. But no such sugg ti n 
had come from any party in I.rael 
to dat . It wa per!eclly I gitnnat . 
within the fram work of a d mo
cratic movem •nt. that tho~e in-
t re t d in, say. a ocialisl or r '· 
Jigious State. shou ld have organi-
ations in th Diaspora to r pre

~ent their vi w. Th i w that 
had not be n formerly rC'pn, nt d 
on an organi. d basis wa. that ot 
th G n ral Zionists, to wl11ch th 
Zionist OrganLation of Am rira 
sub crib d . When th onf c:r:i
tion of Gen ral Z1oni~t. h d b en 
formed. the Z.O A. wa,; a~k~d tr 
join. They did o. They n v t 
approv d th su b ·eCJl' •nL b i :ik
away of th Progr •·~iVl". and the 
re.;ol ution adoµ : ,ct by th<' l'C'Ctm: 

Z.O.A. Con v ntion was m •n•'y t 
reaffirmation of th Z.O.A.· 
>0<;ition. 
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Congress: Search for a New Road 
W ITH the boycott of the Congress elections in Israel by the 

General Zionists and Mizrachi it is difficult to assess the 
incomplete results of the voting published last week. Polling 
was very low, amounting to little more than 40 per cent. and 
indicating general lack of interest in Congress. 

In the meantime there are doubts whether the Zionist 
Organisation of America which has definitely identified itself 
with the General Zionists of .Israel will be able to attend the 
Congress if their Israeli 'comrades do not attend. Mr. Browdy, 
the president of the Z.O.A., is reported to have stated that he 
would not attend if the . General Zionists of Israel are not 
present. Dr. Goldman, on the other hand, was quoted in London 
as saying that the American Zionists would definitely come to 
CongTess. Dr. Silver in a press interview this week suggested 
that some form of compromise might be found, enabling the 
abstaining bodies to be present at the -Congress. This is indeed 
the course which should be followed. 

For many reasons the forthcoming· Congress cannot be 
regarded as representative of the Zionist movement as it stands 
today. In many important communities, including the U.S.A., no 
elections were held at all. Delegates were appointed mainly on 
the basis of a previous election foug·ht on entirely different 
issues. There are also many complaints about the double vote 
enjoyed by the shekel-holders in Israel. In the past when 
Congress was regarded ·as the so-called parliament of the Yishuv, 
and the Zionist executive as its government, there was certainly 
much justification for a system whereby the Yishuv was given 
a representation whi_ch was proportionally double the shekel
holding community in all other parts of the world. Those in the 
Yishuv were more directly and more vitally concerned with 
affairs of Zionism than the Zionists in the diaspora. Today, how
ever, the situation has changed. Israel has its own parliament 
dealing with the political, social and economic affairs of its 
citizens. The Zionist Organisation is no longer concerned 
directly with the government of the country. In fact, a g·ood 
case could be made out to show that in the management of the 
Zionist movement the diaspora Zionist is much more concerned 
than the Israeli Zionist. 

There can be no doubt that the overall picture as we see it 
on the eve of Congress is one of dislocation, if not chaos. 
Fortunately this dislocation was not caused by any calamity, 
but by the happy event of the rise of the Jewish State. The 
movement had to adjust itself to an entirely new set of con
ditions. It had to reform its organisational system. It had to 
evolve not only new tasks and new duties, but perhaps even a 
new philosophy. At the same time, as a result of the arrangement 
whereby members of the Israel Cabinet could no longer serve 
on the Zionist executive, Zionism has lost in practice many of its 
most notable heads and leaders. It remained disorg·anised and 
leaderless. 

Under these circumstances the forthcoming Congress must 
be regarded as a "constituent assembly" of a new and different 
overall body. It must be an assembly of reformation, refusing 
to cling to past and established notions and traditions and de
vising new methods, new ways and a new system. 

'fhere is still some uncertainty reg·arding the date of 
Congress, but whatever the date it is the duty of all Zionist 
bodies in all parts of the world to begin immediately on prepara
tions for the CongTess by devising such reforms as may be 
necessary for the future of the movement. 
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This Week's News: Rabbi Silver in S.A.: Ben 
-Gurion Speech Revelations: The Elections 
THE reverberations of Ben became inevitable. Since Ben Silver in the first address he made Pagp 5 of this issue of the 

G • d h h in South Africa. A man of lucid Zionist Hecord contains what is 

Gurio"n's farewell speech ·,n urion ma e t at speec ' a ques- Ti th b 11 h • t 
thought, ht> said that mP, e pro a , ~• t e t1rst full inside s ory 

New York grow louder. This issue tion mark has became the symbol 11assage of the days and yea1·s, of Ben Gurion's Waldorf Astoria 

of the Zionist Record is full of of all Zionist thought. At stake are an essential element in the speech that has yet a 1,1)earpd in 

is the relationship between Israel disentangling of 1,resent con- any Jewish newspa11er. It is 

the echoes of that now much- and Jews outside Israel, between fusions. So he contented himself writt.E-n by :\Ir. C. Gershater, 

d• d h w·th th with cautious statement. He editor of the Zionist Record, who 
iscusse speec • 1 e pre- the Zionists of Israel and the 

sence in South Africa of Rabbi does not accept Ben Gurion's new was 11resent at the meeting. :\Ir. 
potential Zionists outside. definition of a Zionist as only one Gershater discloses many new and 

Hillel Silver, outstanding Zionist "I have no final answns to all who settles in IsraPl. He offers his revealing facls about that s1>eech 

leader of American Jewry, this these problems," said Rabbi own (see page 7). a_nd corre<;ts many false impres-

............................................................................................................................................................................................................... s
1ons der1,·ed from attenuated 

news cables. 

The ap11roach of the Knesset 
elections in IsraPI has ,,roduci>d the 
fantastic position that twenty-one 
party lists are to contest tM 
Knessi>l's 120 seats. It is JlOSSible 
that a ff'w will be weede<l out, but 
thi> 111·oblem of a multi11licity of 
splinter ,,arties and, therefore, of 
an evl'ntual coalitiou govi>rnment, 
seems certain. (Story on this 1>age). 

For South Africans the big new;i 
is that s.A. born cabinet minister, 
Gni, is not standing for re-elec
tion. Rabbi )laimon is also not a 
eandidatf". 

with its Jewish ,elements so diverse 
in the cultural 1nac·tic-e11 !mrround
illg the institutions of marriage, the 
Government has walkt>d waril.r. 
Bigam~• for Jews and Christians 
has bet>n made an offence, but in 
other res1,ects regarding marriage 
arrang,ementi., the religious conrtl'I 
have been left with their authorit~·. 
(Late stor~· on this 11age, aud early 
cable story on 11age 3). 

Twenty years ago lUr. Norman 
Lourie estahl'ished the Habonim 
movemPnt in South Africa. It 

started as a quipt little sc•out =:::i===. movement and developed into one 
of the most virile of Jewish vouth 
organisations in this country. 
l"rom its ranks came men who 
served South Afri<•a. well in war 
and who later settled in Israel. I 
They were fighters in Israel, too •. :_===.• 

Out of its ranks, too, c·ame men 
who today 11lay a prominent ro!e 
in the affairs of Israel. In the 

birthday. l\Ir. No1·ma11 Lourie is 
expected from Israel this week-

next two weel,s the Ilabonim :::_~=::=:_:=: movement will celi>brate its 20th 

The Knt>s<wt ls at present dis- Pnd to participate in the celebra
: cussing a Bill known as thi> Equal tions. (Story on pagi> 8; s11ecfal 
: Rights for \\'omen Bill. In a land arti<'le on l\loshav Habonim, with 
~ of so many strains and traditions, 11ictures, 1,age 10.) i 
................................................................................. ,,ot■••·················································· 



Rapt City Hall Audience Hears 
Silver on Israel Reborn 

Zionist Record Reporter 

MORE than a thousand people hung on to the word
music of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver when he gave the 

main address at the golden jubilee banquet of the Jewish 
National Fund at the Johannesburg City Hall on Monday 
night. It was an audience of familiar faces, people who 
have listened to the Zionist message of several great 
speakers who have visited this country, an audience thus 
"hardened" to the Zionist theme. Yet they left the City 
Hall with a heightened awareness of the drama of Israel 
reborn and of the great role which the Jewish National 
Fund has played in the redemption of the Jewish people. 

In a speech of sustained eloquence, three passages stood out. 
They were Rabbi Silver's description of the cavern of disaster on 
Mount Zion, his evocation Qf the "holiday of the spirit" whic~ 
animates Israel, and his vivid word picture of the bearded Yemenite 
Jew mounted on an American bulldozer creating the powerful force 
that was bound to issue from "Jewish theology combined with Yankee 
technology." 

The cavern of disaster came 
Into the speech when Rabbi 
Silver sought a symbol for the 
past 2,000 years of wandering. 
In the cavern of disaster in 
Mount Zion are 31 urns contain
Ing the ashes and unremembered 
and unidentified dead from 31 
concentration camps of Nazi 
Europe. There are six memorial 
lights- one light for each million. 

"We will never forget the 
past," said Rabbi Silver, his 
theme being that the Jewish 
people had built "on ten thousand 
defeated hopes"; and that 
triumph was the reward of the 
Joshua-spirit that only marched 
forward and never yielded to dis
may. 

The chairman was Mr. Justice 
Greenberg. Brief addresses were 
also given by Mr. S. M. Kuper, 
K.C., chairman of the S.A. Zionist 
Federation, Mr. I. A. Malsels K.C., 
president of the S.A. Jewish Board 
of Deputies, Mr. C. F. Beckett 
M.P.C., Mayor of Johannesburg, 
and Mr. E. D. Goitein, Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extra
ordinary for Israel. 

Tribute To Smuts 
Rabbi Silver said at the outset 

that one of the reasons he was 
happy to be in South Africa was 
because une of its great Jeaders 
and citizens had been General 
Smuts. His reputation had been 
world-wide and his services to the 
Zionist movement would forever 
remain inscribed in the annals of 
the Jewish people. He was also 
happy to acknowledge publicly 

the thanks "of those of us who 
had the responsibility for present
ing the case of reborn Israel" for 
the support given by the Govern
ment of South Africa. "I want to 
acknowledge our debt and ap
preciation. I am confident, know

" ing the spirit of this country, that 
this support will continue in the 
future." 

Rabbi Silver went on to say that 
he was happy to be in a commu
nity which had earned high dis
tinction and appreciation for its 
unfailing loyalty to all that was 
worthy and positive in Jewish 
life and for its exemplary 
generosity to Israel, not only in 
terms of money, but in terms of 
men, pioneers and fighters. 

Rabbi Silver went on to say that 
he had eagerly accepted the invi
tation to vislt the Jewish com
munity of South Africa on behalf 
of the J.N.F. He had come to 
know the J.N.F. when he was a 
young bOy on the East Side of New 
York. He had always been an 
energetic sales.man of the blue and 
white JNF stamps. forever coaxing 
and enticing sluggish customers. 
When his sales netted a dollar or 
two he returned home aglow and 
triumphant. It was a star-studded 
world in which he lived. 

"The stars of my youth accom
panied me In later life and the 
music and the grace have 
remained," Rabbi Silver said. 
"There has been no sweeter recom
pense, I assure you. It t-0ok _50 
years for that blue and white 
stamp-the sign of a people's hope 
and dream-to be acknowledged as 
an authentic symbOI of a sovereign 
state. 

A Comparison 
"We had faith In that little 

blue and white stamp. Behind 
It was an Invincible idea. The · 
idea was made manifest at the 
first Zionist Congress though it 
only received official sanction at 

e fifth Congress in 1901." 
Rabbi Silver compared the 

Jewish national struggle with 
that of other small peoples. Fifty 
years ago, other small peoples 
were also fighting for their inde
pendence, but at least they were 
fighting in their own land. The 
Jews were landless and stateless. 
They first had to get the land 
from which the campaign for 
political freedom could be 
launched. The land base for the 
J ewish political struggle had to 

e. built, and the. people them
selves had to be re-built through 
the soil. That was the central 
theme of the Jewish national 
renaissance. 

Rabbi Silver said this Idea of 
renewal through the soil of Pale
stine went back to ancient prece
dents. ·All revolutions were re
storations. 

"Men move forward by going 
' back to the insights and tradi

tions from which they had de
toured," he said. 

"Thus," Rabbi Silver said, "the 

This striking picture of Rabbi 
Silver was taken by Zionist 
Record photographer, Henry 
Jat•obs, at a banquet in Pre
tor:a. on Tuesday night, the day 
after the banquet in the Johan
nesburg City Hall. The gesture 
shown in the picture is 

characteristic. .................................................................. 
Jewish National Fund was pat
terned after old designs and by 
the guidance of prophetic echoes. 
For its materialisation it needed 
the people. Only the people could 
redeem the land for the people. It 
has never been the privileged few 
,vho have saved the many. Our 
movement was always a mass 
movement. The rich- with a few 
notable exceptions rejected the 
Zionist idea, resisted it, to the 
bitter end." 

Rabbi Silver said it was the 
poor and persecuted men who had 
sailed to America and had trans
formed it. The analogy was true 
of Israel, too. Pioneers are moved 
by the inner urge or the outer 
spur. Others wait for the pros
pect of success. The J.N.F. dicl 
not wait for success. It created 
It. It plodded through the unre
warding years. In 1920 it owned 
only 225.000 dunams. In lean times 
the tendency should have been to 
curb land purchases. In actual 
fact the fund increased its pur
chases, braced by the will of the 
people. Today the J.N.F. was the 
greatest non-governmental land
owning agency in the world. It 
created towns, villages and settle
ments. Its contribution to the 
Jewish people was monumental. 

The H uleh Marshes 
Project 

Rabbi Silver then went on to 
discuss the draining of the 
malaria marshes of the Huleh-
60,000 dunams of land on wh'ch 
human beings could be settled for 
creative life. In spite of the 
political manoeuvering now going 
on to prevent Israel undertaking 
this project, it would go forth 
to completion. 

Over 7,000,000 trees have been 
planted this year and trees meant 
to Israel whl).t human beings 
meant. The wastes of the Negev 
were also being irrigated. 

When Dr. Silver described his 
recent visit to Israel his first 
words were: "It Is a going_ con
cern." 
. He said the people had few 
comfo ·Ls and no luxurlcs. but 
they were not in search of these. 
What they wanted was more 
Jews to settle there. There were 
11-0 maabarot. Life was hard and 
almost primitive, yet one did not 
commiserate with the newcomer. 
First, It had not been easier in 
the lands whence they had come, 
and secondly, the Immigrants felt 
that they would be assisted by a 
people who were always thinking 
about them . They were home. 

Rabbi Silver went on to o:ay 
that Israel was surrounded by 

unreconciled enemies. But the 
Israelis were resolved not to be 
taken unaware. They would 
never be driven Into the sea. 
·what they feared most ·was eco
nomic breakdown. 

"In this struggle against econ
omic defeat we Jews of the world 
can give Israel the economic 
weapons she needs. I left the 
country persuaded that they would 
solve their problems given time 
and patfence." 

Dr. Silver said that of the many 
institutions created by the move
ment since the days of Chovevei 
Zion none surpassed the vision 
and popularity of the J.N.F .. 
There was always a Sabbath mood 
about its activities and in the 
grim work-a-day re a I i t i e s its 
ideals were never lost. 

He did not know of any small 
people that was confronted simul
taneously with so many problems, 
but "we must not recoil from the 
hard realities." Much ski 11, 
patience and self-sacrifice was 
demanded of all. The citizens of 
Israel were making sacrifices, but 
while there was not a man or 
woman in Israel who was relaxing 
he feared that Zionists abroad had 
begun too early to relax in their 
political and Zionist activities.-

"Economic relaxation will under
mine the economic life and also 
the potential s e c u r i t y of the 
country," he said. 

"What we helped to build we 
must now make secure." 

His recent visit to Israel was a 
holiday of the spirit. At the time 
of the war the achievements of 
Israel could be explained away by 
the statement that the Israelis had 
no other alternative, but to fight. 
This was epitomised by the 
famous saying ein brera, but when 
one looked at what was going on 
today one could not explain it 
away by the saying that Israelis 
had no other choice. Today they 
did have the choice of closing the 
g-ate.s the = ··.-,try to fu.-U:.cr 
immigration. Yet nowhere was 
such a proposition even contem
plated. The people were deter
mined to keep the gates open . 

Dr. Silver referred in moving 
terms to the cavern of disaster 
on Mount Zion where he saw the 
urns of unidentified ashes from 
31 concentration camps, and the 
six lights, one for each of the 
million Jews who perished. Our 
children must never forget it, he 
urged. "On the grave of 10,000 
defeated hopes the people of Israel 
will build well, and will be a 
blessing not only to themselves, 
but to the entire ~orld." 

In the past gr.eat people who in
habited little countries had made 
the biggest contribution to human 
progress. This was exemplified by 
ancient Jud-ea, Greece, Italy and 
England befor.e it became an 
Empire. It was in keeping with the 
Talmudic explanalion that Moses 
chose the smalle!St hill , Mount 
Sinai, and the humbl est tree, a 
thorn bush, for the granting of the 
Torah. 

If only w.e stood by the people 
of Israel they would achieve great 
things and would in turn be a gift 
to us and to the world, he con
clud·ed. • 
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Welcome to Rabbi Silver 
South Africa has been fortunate in the quality of the emissaries 

of Zionism who have from time to time visited our shores. Our latest 

visitor, who will be in the Peninsula next week, is an outstanding 

figure even among the great ones of Zionism and is a personality whose 

arrival .'1ncl acquaintanceship is awaited with eager anticipation for 

several reasons." 
In the first place, Rabbi Ab).,a Hillel Silver is the representative, 

perhaps the fo,:emost representative, of that great American Jewish 

community whose numbers, wealth and position perforce make it, 

outside Israel itself, the most important factor in the Zionist Move
ment, and we have not bad the privilege of welcoming many of the 

leaders of American Zionism. 
In the second place, Rabbi Silver's high rank and authority in 

Zionist councils allows him to speak with knowledge and insight on the 

problems that face the Jewish State and the Zionist Movement to-day. 

Perhaps as a result of his visit South African Zionism will see the 
road ahead in a clearer light. 

In the third place, Rabbi Silver has but recently come from a visit 

to Israel , and this latest contact with the State and its people, his 

discussions of its problems and his observations of its heroic achieve
ments, economic and otherwise, will inform bis speeches and illumine 

the message he brings to the launching of the Jubilee celebrations of 

the J ewiRh National Fund. 
Fourthly, put by no means last, we welcome Rabbi Silver for 

himself. We greet him as a man who bas devoted his lifetime io 

the ideal of the Jewish State and whose dynamic personality and 

boundless energy bas played so large a part in making American Jewry 

Zionist conscious, and so hastening the day of Israel's birth. His 
reputation as a brilliant orator bas preceded him and we look forward 

to bearing in person a man whose utterances we have followed with 
such close attent,ion in the press. 
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Hillel Silve1• Arrives in S.A. J 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and , 

Mrs. Silver arrived at Palmiet- j 
fontein Aerodrome last Sunday 

and were met by leaders of the 

S.A. Zionist Federation. The 

above picture, taken at the air

port, shows (left to right): 
Mr. I. Dunskv ,. .. _ Y l\f"r

shak, Mr. J. Daleski, Dr. S. 

L .1 v . lHr. Y ( 3U n, l'hrs. I. 

Gordon, Rabbi Silver Mrs. Sil

ver, Mr. S. M. Kuper and L. 

Tag-er. 
A report of Rabbi Silver's first 

major function and also of a 

Press interview appear on 

Page 7. 
On Tuesday Rabbi Silver was 

the guest of honour at a civic 1• 

luncheon tendered by Bis Wor

ship the Mayor of Johannes

burg, Councillor C. F. Beckett. 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER 

(Eminent Zionist Leader) 

will address a 

RALLY of the 
COMMUNITY 

at the 

CITY HALL 
JOHANNESBURG 

on 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11TH 
AT 8 P.M. 

ADMISSION FRfE Doors Open at 7 p.m. 



"THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL GAINED THE LAND BY 
'Ji, 

SACRIFICE AND BY SACRIFICE THEY WILL 

•_. )'~f:·_ 

:~~ 
l.,.· 

·HOLD IT'' 
Rabbi Silver's Eulogy to the Men 

. Women of Israel 

( 

and 

" GIVEN time, patience and the right kind of leadership, Israel will overcome its many and diverse 
problems," declared Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver in a brilliant oration, which was a powerful and 

striking eulogy to the men and women of Israel, and a tribute to the unprecedented tasks which are being 
performed in the young State. 

Rabbi Silver was given a great ovation when be r ose to address the Banquet at the Johannesburg City 
Hall, on Monday evening, in celebration of the Fiftieth Jubilee of the J.N.F. 

"I have faith in that little coun- before the State will be stab] • were, however the vanguard of a 
try and its brave little people," secure and safe." great civilisation."' 
declared Rabbi Silver, "but we Israel, he said, was surrounded He described Israel as ··one 
must stand by them in the dif- by enemies who are preparing for "d h 1 
f
. great workshop" and sa1 t at a -1cult, critical and trying years a second! round; the status of though life was hard and there 

which they still have to live Jerusalem still remains undefined; were few comforts and no luxu-
through. They will come through the resources of Israel are being ' t th aries, "Israel is a going concern.' s reng ened and enobled, bearing drained by the necessity of main- He recalled seeing an old, frail 
gifts for us and for mankind.'' taining an army and the State's Yemenite operating a huge Ameri-

Rabbi Silver speaking at the Banquet. Seated (riitht to left) are: Mr. After expressing his great plea
sure at being in South Africa, 
Rabbi Silver paid tribute to the 
memory of General Smuts, saying 
that, "his services to the Zionist 
Movement will forever be inscribed 
in the annals of our people." He 
also acknowledged publicly the 
substantial support received from 
the Government of South Africa 
at the time "when the case of 
reborn Israel was presented at the 
United Nations," and hoped that 
such support will be given in the 
future. 

economic problems-due largely to can bulldozer and recalled the 
the vast immigration, but also to thought which had occurred to him 
other reasons of which he did not that "Yemenite philosophy and 
wish to speak on that occasion- Yankee technology are an irrisist-

E. D. Goitein, Mrs. Silver, and Justice Greenberg. 

ISRAEL MUST RECOGNISE ZIONIST 
ORGANISATION AS SPOKESMAN OF 

WORLD JEWRY 

were grave and dangerous. able 'force." 
"I know of no small people "The people in Israel are re-

which faced and tackled so many solved not to be taken unpre-
problems simultaneously." he pared, and while they are doing 
stated. their utmost for peace, they will, 

"In Israel not a man nor woman if necessary, fight and they will 
is relaxing in effort because the win. They gained the land by 
State was established three years sacrifice and by sacrifice they will 
ago. In the Diaspora, however, hold it.'' 
there is a relaxation which is dan
gerous to the people. Political in
difference in the days of politica 
shifts and manoeuvering and ecc 
nomic relaxation may undermin 
the political and economic strut' 
ture of Israel. What we have helpe 
l:>uild we must now make secure; 
declared Rabbi Silver. 

ECONOMIC BREAKDOWN 

Rabbi Silver Meets the Press 
WUEN he met representatives of the Jewish Press, Rabbi Silver 

refused to be drawn into controversial questions, but preferred 
to deal with matters affecting all Zionists and with the future of the 
the Zionist Organisation in relationship to the State of Israel. He did, 
however, comment on the address delivered by Ben Gurion to American 
Zionists on the last day of his visit to the United States. 

"I have the conviction that people will walk away from the 
neither the political nor economic Organisation, the youth will tum 

Rabbi Silver expressed his hap
piness at being in the midst of 
South African Jewry which has 
earned the deserved appreciation 
of World Jewry for its devotion 
and exemplary generosity in every 
respect. He also paid tribute to 
Abba Eban. Arthur Lourie and 
Mike Comay - all former South 
Africans who were playing a dis
tinguished role in the service of 
Israel. 

Referring to his recent visit t, 
lsrael, Rabbi Silver said that h 
had seen "another act in one o 
'he most exciting dramas per 
formed on the stage of human his-

In Israel, he said, they fear an 
economic breakdown more than the 
military dangers. "We, the Jews 
outside of Israel, alone can give 
t.hem the weapon to fight this 
1>eril.'' There are many problems 
facing Israel-problems of educa
t.ion and their school system, poli
tical partisanship spiritual prob
lems--which will 'be solved given 
time, patience and the right kind 
of leadership. 

functions of the World Zionist 
Movement have been fully accom
plished and that we need a strong 
World Zionist Organisation to 
mobilise World Jewry to render 
the maximum support to Israel." 

Politically, the State is iri exist
ence through the efforts of the 
World Zionist Movement, but the 
State is far from secure politically, 
and it therefore requires the con
tinued efforts of World Jewry. The 
need for economic support is self
cvident." 

Rabbi Silver expressed the view 
that the political demobilisation of 
World Jewry .would be catastro
phic for Israel and cited examples 
of setbacks suffered by Israel be
cause World Jewry had not exer
cised its political influence. 

POLITICAL INFLUENCE 
"When we stress the need for 

political influence of World Jewry, 
it does not mean that we want to 
meddle in the political affairs of 
Israel. That suggestion is • a red 
herring which is being spread 
throughout the world," he stated. 

Rabbi Silver said that the World 
Zionist Organisation must be 
given authority, status and prestige 
by the Government of Israel, who 
must recognise the Movement as 
the spokesman of World Jewry. 
"This was the case in the past 
wheJl we assumed the right to 
speak for the genius and historic 
purpose of our ideal. At first we 
were a minority but progressively 
we won larger and larger num
bers of Jews to our side," he 
said. 

"When we spoke at the United 
Nations, we did so for a united 
World Jewry and few contested 
our rights." Rabbi Silver said that 
he could not understand why 
others-and in his own opinion 
they are non-existent groups -
should now be asked to take over. 

ZIONISTS AND NON-ZIONISTS 
Only Zionists could be depended 

on to stay alert and mobilised for 
the single purpose. The natural 
trend amongst non-Zionists is now 
to return to their original paro
chial and local institutions and in
terests. "We must look decades 
ahead and, in order to sustain our 
efforts, there is only one body 
which can be charited with the 
responsibilities of organising World 
Jewry to give priority to all Is
rael's tasks-the World Zionist Or-

• ganisation.'' 
"If the Government of Israel will 

cont.inue to by-pass the Zionist Or
ganisa.tion, or regard it as just one 
of many institutions in the field, 

"ory.' 
PAST AND FUTURE 

Rabbi Silver movingly described 
his visit to Har Zion, where he 
had seen the cave of Disaster and 
Destruction, containing 31 urns of 
ashes in memory of the martyred 
dead of Europe and a memorial 
light of six branches representing 
the 6 000 000 who had been done 
to d;ath'. "That was the Galut," 
he proclaimed, "that was the past 
which had been brought to Israel 
so that we may never forget. 
Never must our children forget." 
That same day he had been pre
sent on Mount Herzl when great 
fires were kindled to mark the 
advent of Israel's Day of Indepen
dence. "Those fires are the future 
which must be built on the past." 

Soon after his arrival Rabbi Silver spoke to members of the Federation Executive and other leading 
Zionists. Right to left are Mr. S. M. Kuper, Rabbi Silver, Mrs. Silver, and Mr. J. Daleski. 

Rabbi Silver said that every 
Zionist must be something of a 
mystic, and be felt that out of 
that little country, Israel, there will 
once again come forth great thin~s 
which will startle the world. 
There is no spot on the world_ 
where there is such a concentra
tion of intellectual forces and phy
sical stimulation to an attuned 
people. "Do not imagine," he said, 
"that it is a great people with 
great territories which make the 
greatest contributions. History bas 
'>hown that it is great people in 
little countries who have given the 
world their greatest values." 

from it and in time the Movement 
will disintegrate," said Rabbi Sil
ver. 

"There are two partners in the 
work of achieving the total Zionist 
programme," declared Rabbi Silver, 
"the State and the World Zionist 
Movement. Each requires its own 
sphere of influence, authority and 
independence. With goodwill and 
statesmanship a 'tnodus vivendi' 
can be achieved. If however a 
spirit of competition prevails then 
the situation is hopeless, we will 
get nowhere and the coming Con
gress will be of little moment and 
the Organisation may emerge more 
defeated than it feels to-day." 

Turning to Ben Gurion's visit to 
the United States, Rabbi Silver 
said that the Zionists of America 
had expected that he would, at 
some stage of hls visit, take the 
opportunity of expressing appreci
ation for the role they had played 
in establishing the State of Is
rael. "A word would have meant 
a great deal to the morale of the 
Zionist Movement, which made 
enormous efforts in all directions 
for many decades," he said. 

Ben Gurion failed even to men
(Continued on Page 11) 

Rabbi Silver recalled his first 
association with the J.N.F. when, 
as a young lad, he offered the 
early stamps for sale in the East 
Side of New York. "The star
studded dream which shone so 
brightly in my youth accompanied 
me in later life. Behind the first 
stamps there was an invinciblE
idea. Other people who had fought-
for freedom were at home and 
on their own soil, and their only 
problem was to free themselves 
from foreign domination. We 
neede<l land from which to launch 
the offensive for our liberation." 

Rabbi Silver outlined some of 
the achievements of the J.N.F. in 
the past and describing it as the 
greatest non-Government land pur
chasing agency in the world. he 
spoke of its great role in the State 
to-day. "In spite of all the political 
difficulties ahd manoeuverings, the 
Huleh drainage is going forth to 
completion," he declared. 

MUCH WORK STILL TO BE 
DONE 

"For many people the re-estab
lishment of Israel seemed the full 
accomplishment of the tasks of 
Zionism," continued Rabbi Silver. 
"Much work is still to be done 

"I saw what the Jewish people Rabbi Silver concluded his 
can do-given half a chance-in address with a striking peroration 
the face of collossal forbidding and saying that Zionists have done 
spirit-breaking circumstances. The marvellously to bring the State 
people in Israel could have done into being. "Carry on to build it 
what some 'realists' suggested to and make it safe and secure," he 
them. They need not have opened said amidst a great ovation. 
the door to immigration and could Justice Greenberg presided over 
have remained satisfied with what the function, and in a few well-

they had already achieved. They (Continued on Page 11) 
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tion the word "Zionism·' 
A.merica and on the contrary 
what he did, when he at last 
'lionlc:tc;;. 

DEFINITION OF A ZIONIST 
When asked to comment on RPJl 

(1urion's statement that a Zionist 
;., only a ner""" who settles Ir 
Israel Rabbi Silver said: "I atr 
>tot called on to accept Ben 
<!urion's definHion of a Zionist. 
'l'hAre were dPfinHions hPforP R .. n 

'¾urion's. A Zionist is one who is 
'n*erP.sted in thP unhuHdlng- of th" 
Jewish State and that never com
mitted one to e-o in nerson t1> 

<iettle in the countrv-alt},ouah, of 
course, that is desir>l ble. That wa.s 
never a credo in the nast and W"' 
require no new definitions to-day." 

Commenting on the Con<'res1' 
elections in Israel. Rabbi Silver 
said that it was inconceivable th,.+ 
a Congress could be held without 
the General Zionists and Mi7rachi 
of Israel and that it would be 
most emh,.rrassine: for American 
General Zionists to attend a Con
gress if their Israeli countero,.rt" 
11re not present. "Some formufa 
will have to be found to remedv 
this situation and with goodwill 
on all sides it can be done. Per
haos the results of the Knesse+ 
elections in Israel mie:ht serve as 
a basis for a settlement." 

Rabbi Silver declined to comment 
on the oossibility 01' a Maoai
General Zionist co,.Jition in far::,f'l 
after the forthcoming Knesset 
elections and also preferred not 
to deal w ith the cau.,es for Is
rael's economic plight. He Said that 
he reserved such matters for his 
addresses in America or when he 
had occasion to v isit Israel. 

Rabbi Silver's 
Eulogyt~1d 

( Continued from ~a!1,~ ,,{/ 

chosen words paid trlliute fo the 
speakers and to the distinguished 
g\lests of honour. He _sai_d that the 
presence Uf the Mayor of Johan
nesburg invested the gathering 
with the dignity which Rabbi Sil
ver deserves. He described Rabbi 
Silver as a valiant fighter and re
ferred briefly to his own recent 
visit to Israel. His impressions of 
the settlements and the land had 
filled him with deep satisfaction 
and outweighed some of the dis
appointment which he may have 
experienced. 

ZIONIST WELCOME 
Mr. S. M. Kuper, Chairman of 

the S.A. Ziionist Federation, wel
comed Rabbi and Mrs. Silver on 
behalf of the Zionists in this 
country. He also greeted many 
veterans of the S.A. Zionist Move
ment who were present at the 
function, and mentioned particu-
1_arly Mr. Janover, whose name is 
indelibly associated with the J.N.F. 
in South Africa. 

Speaking on behalf of the S.A. 
Board of Deputies, Mr. I. A. Maisels, 
President of the Board, gave the 
assurance that the efforts for Israel 
of South African Jewry in the 
future would be even greater than 
they had been in the past. 

His Worship the Mayor of 
Johannesburg, Cir. C. F. Beckett, 
conveyed the greetings of the citi
ens of Johannesburg and chose 
particu1arly to honour the older 
l!'eneration whose efforts over many 
decades had enabled the youth of 
today to achieve so much success 
in Israel. 

"Speech is Silver, Silence is 
Goitein," said Mr. E. D. Goiteiu, 
Minister Plenipoteniary and Envoy 
Extraordinary for the State of 
Tsrael in South Africa, when he 
associated himself with the J.N.F. 
celebrations and the welcome to 
Rabbi Silver. 

He said that the J.N.F. is al
most as old as the Jewish people. 

A cable was read from the head
quarters of the J.N.F. During the 
dinner which preceded the ad,dres
ses music was played by an or
chestra under the direction of Mr. 
Solly Aronowsky. The orchestra 
performed a march composed by 
Mr. Aronowsky in honour of 
Rabbi Silver. 



J. N. F. COLDEN JUBILEE 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER 

and Mrs. SILVER 
will be the guests of honour at the 

JEWISH ATIONAL FU D 

JUBILEE 

at the 

CITY HALL 
CAPE TOWN 

on 

Thursday, 5th July 
I 

at 7.15 p.m. 
1 

This is your 
Listen to 

World 

opportunity to 
Orator of an 

Renown 

s accom modation is limited, those wishing to attend should 

book IMMEDIATELY at 

The Western Province Zionist Council Office, 

3rd Floor, Burleigh House, 

Barrack Street, Cape Town. 

£5-5-0 PER PLATE 

RABBI SILVER AT J.N.F. 
JUBILEE BANQUET IN 

JOHANNESBURG 
Dangers and 

Israel 
Tasks Facing 

Stressed 

Struggle and Achievements of J.N .F. Recalled 

In the course of a brilliant address at the J. N. F. Jubilee Banquet i n 

Johannesburg on Monday night, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver said : " When we 
proclaimed the State of Israel, many seemed to think that with this histor ic 
fact the Zionist task was completed and none would begrudge the rejoicing, 
but many mistook it for the perennial Sabbath. I am afraid such hopes must 
remain for the distant future . They are not for these per ilous times in which 
we fln<l' ourselves, with burdensome tasks ahead. Much must be done by us 
before the young State of Israel is secure." 

Rabbi Silver recalled m glowing terms the long struggle and achieve· 
ments of the Jewish National Fund. He said: "The Fund relies on the 
masses of the Jewish people to redeem the land , not on the wealthy. A 
people must save itself or be unworthy of redemption." 
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Ilabb1 ,·ih·er wa !Jorn iu _ ·, n,tad 

Lithuania. He emigrated to the 
C:nitl'rl ~tat!.' wnh his parent, a, a 
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Following his graduati n. h1.' ren
dered IX,cial war en·i,e with the 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
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Rabbi Silver, accompanied by Mrs. Silver, seated with Madrichim who attended the Bnei Zion Seminar. 

Robbi Silver Soys General Zionism 
Must Fight Porty Spirit 

Reviews Youth's Responsibilities In 
Address To Bnei Zion 

"I Al\l very pleased to be among young people who are 
• General Zionists," said Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, the dis

tinguished visitor from the U.S.A., at the opening of the Bnei 
Zion Annual Seminar, on Saturday evening, June 30th, at 
the Coronation Hall, Johannesburg. Dr. Silver is the leading 
figure in General Zionism today, and received an enthusiastic 
ovation from the large number of Madrichim that were 
present. 

The opening address was de- ism in our own day." General 

livered by Mr. Israel Dunsky, Zionism held a great p·romise for 

Chairman of the United General I~racl, and at this important 

Zionist Party in South Africa. Mr. period in the history of Israel, 

I. Goss, Director of the S.A. Jewish General Zionism everywhere had 

Board of Education, 1'.fr. H. Stut- an important task to perform. 

zen, Menahel of Bnei Zion, and Mr. The youth could serve Israel in 

Dov Senderowitz also addressed the two ways - as Chalutzim, and 

Seminar, over ' which Segan in propagating the Hebrew 

Menahel Mervyn Isaacson pre- language.- History had shown that 

sided. any community that had not in 
Dr. Silver said that he was in- eluded Hebrew ultimately dis

terested in General Zionism be- app<:!ared. It was only with the help 

cause he was interested in the of Hebrew that greater cultural 

totality of -the Jewish people. We and spiritual values could be 

had to strive to be one people, created. Hebrew and Zionism 

and not a disorganised, frag- always went together, and one 

mentised group of people. At a time could never think of the develop

when every effort should be made ment of the Zionist movement 

to unify the people, there was a without the grea tHebrew poets and 

spirit of partisanship and other writers. The youth had to make 

fragmentisation in Israeli life and greater efforts to cultivate the 

politics. Israel to-day was a vast Hebrew language. 

melting pot of peoples from all Dr. Silver wished the Seminar 

parts of the world, who differed and the Bnei Zion movement 

radically in their background and success in their work and hoped 

outlook on life. that they would make a great con-
It was unfortunate that in the tribution to Israel and to the sur

face of this thorny problem, viva! and culture of the Jewish 
there was no unifiell system o1 people. 
education, as in the U.S.A. 01 
South Africa. Children were Mr. Israel Dunsky outlined the 

programme of the United General 
being indoctrinated from their Zionist Party and laid stress on 

young years into party ideologies the importance of Chalutziut. He 

an<l brought up to feel an<l be- said • that General Zionism con
lieve that their own point oJ 

. view ancl i<leas were more im- stituted a balanced approach in 
portant than the Ullity of the Zionist politics, and would give 

stability to Israel. 
nation. Mr. Dunsky deplored the trend, 

TASKS OF GENERAL ZIONISM among some sections in South 

General Zionists in Israel were African Jewry, to undermine thg 

those who fought against this prestige of the Youth movement. 

trend. "We in the U.S.A. and you The youth were doing vital work 

here are trring to pack up this which deserved greater encourage

fight," said Dr. Silver. Israel ment. 
needed the co-operation and good- Mr. Goss, in an impassioned 

will of all Jews of the Diaspora, address, appealed to "the Madrichim 

and private investors should be en- to embark on a "crusade of 

couraged and not frightened away Hebraising the Golah." Hebrew 

b meani ss slogans of " ocial- was the basis of our cultural work . 
.___ ....... _._ ...... = ,__...:..:..::"'-"::.;..=--=:....!;:.!~~~~:;.. 

The State of Israel would not be 
in a position to help the Golah 
unless the Golah could understand 
its language. The youth had to 
acquire the key to Israel, which 
was Hebrew. 

They Say in Town 
THA 'T Rabbi Silver has electri

fied Zionist audiences in this 
country, and that those who have 
not heard him speak should make 

effort to hear his next 

THAT his presence in this 
country for a brief while and the 
message he prings m~st_ serve to 
revitalise the local Z10mst move
ment in all its aspects. 

THAT they look forward to the 
return of the Chief Rabbi, Pro
fessor Rabinowitz, and are keen 
to hear his impressions of Jewish 
life in the land "down under." 

THAT the welfare of the Jewish 
deaf of the community has not 
received the attention it warrants, 
and that every effort should be 
given to the scheme to establish 
a suitable institution where these 
people will receive the care and 
attention they need. 

THAT the squabble that flares 
up f.rom time to time as regards 
the provincial "national" titles of 
our leading rabbis - this one 
claiming to be the chief of one 
thing, and that one claiming to be 
chief of another thing - is one of 
t.he really childish spots in our 
communal life. 
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Rabbi Silver's Plane Forced Down: Car 
Dash To Durban 

"GO-SLOW" STRIKE BRINGS 
UNEXPECTED TRAVEL 

DIFFICULTIES 
WITH the charter plane, engaged to carry him from the 

Rand to Durban, forced down by unfavourable weather 
conditions, Rabbi Hillel Silver made an exciting car dash 
from Pietermaritzburg to the Natal seaport on Sunday in a 
last-minute effort to reach Durban in time to "make" the 
J.N.F. Jubilee Banquet he was scheduled to address there. 
He reached the hall just a few minutes before the banq_uet 
was due to begin. 

Rabbi Silver's dramatic adven
ture occurred as a result of the 
effects which the S.A.R. "Go-Slow" 
strike is having on the schedule 
drawn up for his tour of South 
Africa. Dates were based on the 
regular Airways Orne-table; buf 
with the cancellation of various 
flights due to the strike, the S.A. 
Zionist Federation had to charter 
a special plane to carry Rabbi and 
Mr!t. Silver to provincial centres. 

The plane left the Rand in good 
time on Sunday, with Mr. S. M. 
Kuper, Chairman of the S.A. 
Zioni~t Federation, accompanying 
Rabbi and Mrs. Silver. Over the 
Drakensberg, however, the weather 
began. to get difficult, slowing 
down the flight. Weather con
ditions finally became such that 
the pilot was forced to ground 
the plane at Pietermaritzburg, 
with less than two hours to spare 
before the scheduled start of the 
Duvban banquet. Precious time 
was consumed making hasty 
arrangements for a car, and then 
the visitors went sweeping round 
the mountain curves in the dash 
that carried them to Durban just 
in time to keep tl:1.eir appointment 
with the Jewish community there. 

Calm and unruffled, -in spite of 
the trying ·experience he had just 
had, Rabbi Silver delivered an 
outstanding oration and was 
cheered to the echo by the large 
and distinguished gathering. 

Rabbi Silver was warmly wel
comed to Durban by the leaders 
of the Jewish community, and 
Rabbi Harris Swift, in an im
pressive address, stressed the need 
of unity among Zionists the 
world over. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Silver, accom
panied by Mr. Kuper, left Durban 
by pla'ne on Tuesday en route for 
East London and Cape Town. 

GLOWING RECEPTION IN 
RHODESIA 

L ast week, Rhodesian J ewry gave 
Rabbi Silver an overwhelming re
ception, when he and Mrs. Silver 
visited Bulawayo and Salisbury. 

At Bulawayo, the community 
packed the City Hall for the J.N.F. 
J ubilee Ba nquet on Wednesday 
night, the 27t h June. Mr. Sammy 
R abinovitz, Acting Chairman of 
the Rhodesian Zionist Council, pre
sided and extended the com
m unity's greetings to R abbi and 
Mrs. Silver . 

Rabbi Silver deliver ed an 
standing oration, im re.0 s ing 

centrality · of the Jewish National 
Fund in Zionist work, and he re
ceived an ovation that continued 
for several minutes. 

Other speakers at the banquet 
included Mr. L. Tager, Vice-Chair
man of the S.A. Zionist Federa
tion, who accompanied Rabbi and 
Mrs. Silver, Mr. A. E. Abraham
son, Mr. Barney Katz and Rev. 
Yesorsky. The Chairman proposed 
the toast of the King and Mr. C. 
I. Jacobs, Acting Chairman of the 
Rhodesian Boa,rd of Deputies, pro
posed the toast to the );'resident 
of Israel. 

. 

CAPITAL GIVES RABBI SILVER 
A GREAT WELCOME 
Enthusiasm At Pretoria 

J.N.F. Banquet 
THE Jewish Memorial Hall, Pretoria, was the scene of a 

momentous gathering on Tuesday, June 26, when Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver was the guest of honour at the Jubilee 
banquet of the Jewish National Fund. More than 400 of the 
community's leading members gave the -visitor a glowing 
welcome and listened with rapt attention to an outstanding 
oration from him. 

The hall was tastefully deco
rated, and after the Banquet M·r. 
H. Schewitz acted as toast master 
and proposed toasts to Israel, the 
King and the- Union of South 
Africa. He then called on Mr. 
Raymond Hellmann, the Chair
man of the Pretoria Zionist Coun
cil, to open the proceedings, and in 
a short, but very appropriate 
speech, Mr. Hellmann expressed 
the feelings of the community. He 
spoke on the importance of having 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of tlie 
State of Israel resident in Pretoria, 
the honour bestowed on the com
munity in having Rabbi Silver 
address the Banquet, the import
ance of Rabbi Silver's work in the 
ranks of Zionism and of the im
portance of the Jewish National 
Fund. 

Rabbi Dr. Neufeld welcomed 
Rabbi and Mrs. Silver and the 
Minister Plenipotentia:ry and Mrs. 
Goitein on behalf of the • com
munity. 

Rabbi Silver res:eived a great 
ovation when he rose to speak. In 
an inspiring address, he outlined 
to the audience the work of the 
Jewish National Fund, the reasons 
which prompted him to devote all 
his energy to the upbuilding of the 
State of Israel, and drew a com
oarison between the Jewish 
National struggle and that of other 
smaller peoples. 

He spoke of the aspects of the 
Jewish National Fund which re
mained with him all his life and 
the word picture portrayed by the 
speaker left an indelible impression 
on the minds of the audience. 

The sustained applause, after the 
address, was eloquent testimony of 
the audience's appreciation and 
prompted a Pretoria busines; man 
to make a substantial donation to 
the Israeli United Appeal and 
Hebrew University as a result. 

The inspiring evening concluded 
with a vote of thanks proposed by 
Mrs. Levi, the Chairlady of the 
Pretoria Women's Zionist League. 
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MEl.TING POT CAN'T 
AFFORD PARTISANSHIP, 
SAYS SILVER 

"I am very pleased to be among 
the young people who are General 
Zionists," said Dr. Abba H!llel 
Silver, at the opening of the Bnei 
Zion annual semina r on Saturday 
evening, June 30, at the Corona
tion Hall. Dr. Silver received an 
enthusiastic ovation from the large 
number of madrichim present. The 
opening address was delivered by 
Mr. Israel Dunsky, chairman of the 
United General Zionist Party. Mr. 
I. Goss, Director of the S.A. Jewish 
Board of Education, Mr. H. Stut
zen, Menahel of Bnei Zion and Mr. 
Dov Senderowitz also spoke. Segan 
Menahel, Mervyn Isaacson, pre
sided. 

Dr. Silver said he was interested 
in General Zionism because he was 
interested in the totality of the 
Jewish people. We had to strive to 
be one people, and not a disorgan
ised and fragment!sed group. At a 
time when every effort should be 
made to unify the people, there 
was a spirit of partisanship and 
other fragmentisation in Israeli 
life and politics. 

Israel today was a vast melting 
pot of peoples from all parts of 
the world, who differed radically 
in their background and outlook 
on life. It was unfortunate that 

• in the face of this thorny prob
lem, there was no unified system 
of education as in the U.S.A. 
Children were being indoctrinated 
in the ideology of parties, and 
brought up to feel and believe 
that their own point of view and 
ideas were more important than 
the unity of the nation. 

General Zionists In Israel were 
those who fought against this 
trend. "We in the U.S.A. and 
you here are trying to back up 
this fight," said Dr. Silver. 
General Zionism was neither anti-

, Socialist nor anti-Capitalist. All 
Jews, from whatever class, should 
be inade welcome in Israel. Israel 
needed the co-operation and good
will of all Jews of the Diaspora 
and private investors should be 
encouraged and not frightened 
away, by a meaningless slogan lik~ 
"Socialism In Our Own Day. 
General Zionism held a greater 
promise for Israel, and a~ this Im
portant period in the history of 
Israel Zionists • had an important 
task to perform. 

CHALUTZIUT AND HEBREW 
Dr Silver said youth could serve 

Israel in two ways, as Chalutzim 
and in propagating the Hebrew 
language. History had. show~ that 
any Jewish commumty without 
Hebrew had ultimately disap
peared. It was only with the help 
of Hebrew that greater cultural 
and spiritual values could be 
created. Hebrew and Zionism 
always went toget;her and one 
could never think of the develop
ment of the Zionist movement 
without the great Hebrew poets 
and writers. The Youth had to 
make greater efforts to cultivate 
the Hebrew language. 

Dr. Silver wished the Seminar 
and the Bnel Zion movement suc
cess in their work and hoped that 
they would make a great contri
bution to Israel and to the sur
vival and culture of the Jewish 
people. 

D~NSl{Y'S ADDRESS 
Mr. Israel Dunsky, In opening 

the seminar, outlined the program
me of the United General Zionist 
Party, which, together with other 
General Zionist groups, worked 
for the benefit of the whole Jewish 
people In Israel, and fought for a 
policy which would exclude 
politics from education, the army 
and the civil service. 

Mr. Dunsky stated that while 
Israel required workers, it also 

needed the co-operation of the 
middle classes. Most of the money 
collected by the Zionist Movement 
during the past fifty years, and 
the large sums collected today, 
came from the middle classes, who 
in this way play a large part In 
the upbuilding of the State of 
Israel. Centre Zionism constituted 
a balanced approach in Zionist 
politics 

General Zionism, Mr. Dunsky 
said, would give stability to Israel. . 
Mr. Dunsky emphasised that 
parties were Inevitable in. politics, 
as democracy made allowances for 
freedom of thought and the party 
was merely a group of people who 
combined on certain essential 
Ideological views. However, the 
General Zionist party believed that 
the party was a means to an end. 

Mr. Dunsky, in welcoming the 
Seminar, emphasised the import
ance of Information and knowledge. 
The youth had to know what they 
stood for. We had to raise our
selves up to a higher standard. 
There was a trend in South Africa 
to undermine the prestige of the 
Youth movement. It was only edu
cation and uplifting that could 
adequately answer this challenge 
to the Youth. The highest form of 
service, Mr. Dunsky declared, was 
chalutziut, which represented the 
peak of Zionist endeavour. He 
hoped that the United General 
Zionist Party youth would be in 
the vanguard of this practical 
effort. 

HEBREW TRADITION AND 
TORAH 

Mr. Goss appealed to the mad
richim to embark on a crusade 
of Hebraising the Golah. Hebrew 
was the basis of our cultural 
work. While he believed that Zion 
was the focal point of all our en
deavour, he regretted to note that 
there had been no spiritual 
awakening the establish-

mcnt of the State of Israel. The 
State of Israel would not be in a 
position to benefit the Golah un
less the Golah could understand 
its language. The Youth had to 
acquire the only key that fitted 
the Classics, and that is Hebrew. 
We had to try and bring Israel 
into the Golah. He looked to the 
Youth to be the vanguard of this 
spil'itual reawakening. Herzl had 
provided the form, we now had to 
turn back to Achad Ha-Am who 
offered the content. We had to 
cease to be marginal men, with 
no loyalties. The problem of dual 
loyalties was a mere fantasy. 

In conclusion Mr. Goss wished 
the seminar all success and ex
pressed the hope that the Youth 
would contribute to the important 
tasks of Geulat • Ha-Am. This 
could only be achieved through 
Hebrew, Tradition and Torah. 

OTHER ADDRESSES 

Mr. Harold Stutzen, Menabel of 
Bnei Zion (S.A.), referred to the 
Seminar as one of the most im
portant activities of Bnei Zion, 
and hoped that through such 
activities, and in particular 
through the means of the annual 
camp the Movement would go 
from strength to strength . 

Dov Senderowitz, Ti mo rim 
Shaliach, reminded the madrichim 
that the aims of the Youth move
ment was Aliyah and Chalutziut. 
This aspect has not been em
phasised sufficiently in the past 
and he hoped that Bnei Zion 
would provide the follow-up to 
aliyah to Israel, which was so 
necessary for Timorim and other 
settlements that would be estab
lished. He hoped that madrichim 
would provide the lead by estab
lishing a chalutz chavurah among 
themselve.s. The greatest f~to1· 
in education, he said, was 
example. 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver de

livered an eloquent sermon at the 

Reform Congregation Temple 

Israel, last Friday night, on the 

theme "What Effect Will the 

Establishment of the State of 

Israel have on World Jews and on 

Judaism?" 
Among the large crowd at the 

Temple of both congregants and 

those who came specially to hear 

Rabbi Silver were: the Mayor of 

Johannesburg. councillor C. F. 1 

Beckett, the Consul for Israel, Mr. 

Y. Gaulan and Mrs. Gaulan, the 

American Consul-General, Mr. S. 

B. Redecker, Dr. Lowy of the 

Jewish National Fund. Mr. Trope ' 

of the s.A. Zionist Federation, and 

represcntatiYeS of the Jewish 

Board of Deputies and other com

munal and civic organisations. 

6lli. 



Silver In 
Bulawayo 
BULAWAYO Jewry In their 

hundreds attended the ban
quet arranged in the Bulawayo 
City Hall last Wednesday nlgnt, 
June 27, to celebrate the Golden 
Anniversary of the Keren Kayemet 
a nd to listen to an address by 
Ra • r. Abba Hillel Silver. 

1V'er was greeted with a 
t.Jfdljfijijsalvo of applause on 

'hall, which was very 
-decorated with banners 

an li.ylly-auanged flowers. 
~! ·ng to the toast "The Jew

ish National Fund and the State 
of srael," Rabbi Silver painted a 
memorable word picture of the 
scene ln Israel today. 

In moving terms he traced the 
history of the Jewish National 
Fund during 50 turbulent and 
eventful years and stressed to the 
audience the valuable role the 
Fund has played in the establish
ment of Israel and the part it is 
destined yet to play in the future 
of Israel. 

Dr. Silver referred to the appro
priat~ness of the Biblical quotation 
printed on the menu card. "And 
the land shall not be sold in per
petuity; for the land ls Mine; for 
ye are strangers and settlers with 
Me." 

"That," said the speaker, "is the 
basis of the Keren Kayemet, and 
that is why the Keren Kayemet 
must continue to enjoy the support 
of the ,Jewish people In the future." 

Mr. Sammy Rabinowitz, acting 
chairman of the Rhodesian Zionist 
Council, presided and introduced 
Rabbi and Mrs. Sll.ver to the 
enthusiastic audience. 

After Rabbi Silver's address, a 
very successful Tree drive was 
launched to inaugurate the Rhode
sian Forest In Israel. 

Other speakers at the Banquet 
included Mr. L. Tager, vice-chair
man of the S.A. Zionist Federation 
who accompanied Rabbi and Mrs. 
Silver to Bulawayo, and Mr. A. E. 
Abrahamson who on behalf of the 
Rhodesian Zionist Council pro
posed the toast "The Jewish 
National Fund in Rhodesia" to 
which Mr. Marney Katz replied. 
Rev. Yesorsky proposed the toast 
"The Jewish National Fund and 
the State of Israel" to which Rabbi 
Silver replied. 

The chairman proposed the 
toast to the King, and Mr. C. I. 
Jacobs, acting chairman of the 
Rhodesian Jewish Board of Depu
ties, proposed the toast to Dr. 
Chaim Weizman, president of 
Israel. 

(Reports of other functions 
attended by Rabbi Silver on pages 
17 and 18). 

Silver Arrives 15 Minutes 

Be/ ore Durban Banqu t 
RABBI Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, accompani~d by l\Irs, Silvn and _the 

chairman of the S.A. Zionist Federation, Mr. S. M. Kuper, Just 
made the deadline for the Durban J.N.F. Jubilee banquet on Sunday 
when they arrived by car, fifteen minutes before the banquet was 
scheduled to begin. Their pace had been forced down by unfayourable 
weather conditions at Pietermaritzb1ug. 

Overflow audiences turned out to welcome the visitors and at the 
public meetings many people were turned away disapp?inted. ~II 
Jewish leaders joined in the official welcome and R~bb1 H. Swift 
delivernd a fine address urging unity among the commun1t~• and among 
Zionists the world over. . 

Rabbi Silver spoke forcefully on the urgency of strengthPmng the 
World Zionist Organisation and upon the necessity for closer harmony 
between the W.Z.O. and the Government of Israel. 

A Jubilee tree dl'ive was launched with every hope that the target 
of 5,000 trees would be reached. 

The party left Durban on Tuesday morning en route for East 
London and Cape Town. 

A Master of Oratory 
BY JOSEPH SACHS 

r-rALL and distinguished- look-
ing, with an ambassadorial 

air and an American manner, 
Rabbi Silver strikes you at first 
as aristocratic and aloof; but this 
Impression is soon dissolved by 
his charm and simplicity. The 
fine head, perched high on slightly 
stooping shoulders, meets you at 
a gracious angle. The eyes break
ing Into laughter radiate out to 
the temples, softenmg the Iron
grey hair with their kindly mes
sage. Soon the ,mobile face has 
broken up into congenial planes, 
making you feel at home, and 
putting aside any distance that 
may have come up between you. 

Rabbi Silver has a warm, per
sonal regard for the individual 
as well as an ardent love for his 
people. He is both th~ leader 
and the shepherd. His v01ce ofte_n 
stern in the council c~am ber. 1s 
soft and gentle In private life. 
You look In vain for the source 
of that stupendous oratory that 
can sway peoples and Powers; It 
seems to be securely hidden -
carefully stored away for safe 
keeping. 

On the platform itself the 
towering presence impresses you 
even more than the verbal 
eloquence. The face is full _of ex
pression; the gestur~s plastic and 
rhythmic, with a discipline t~at 
distils emotion into constructive 
design. The hands shap_e and 
mould and build. They conJure up 
the pattern of a people; they_ echo 
the beat of fate,. the music o_f 
destiny. You feel in those power
fully controlled movements the 
subdued strength of a great 
national effort- an effort bub
biing over with energy and. ~n
thusiasm yet chained to a defm1te 
purpose, harnessed to a historic 
mission. . 

The old irresponsible ge~ticula
tlon of the ghetto has vamshed. 
The shrug of contein:pt, the wave 
of dismissal have yielded to ~he 
pregnant sign, the . creative 
sy,mbol; the hand guides and 
directs; it no longer decries and 
destroys. 

The voice is a marvel of modu
lation with an enormous_ 1:ange 
and an even purity of diction
audible In every register. It Is a 
sea of sound rushing on tumultu
ously in waves and tides- now 
dying down to a confidential 
whisper, now breaking out like a 
peal of thunder. It is po~erful 
and persuasive in turn,. with a 
rhythmic alternation of light and 
shade- with the musical phrase 
followed by a well-earned rest in 
which the ear can savour the 
sound and the mind sort out the 
meaning. . 

The American accent one notwed 
at the dinner-tabJ.e seems to have 
faded out on the platform, leavmg 
that pure, flawless English that 
Americans admire. The language 
is simple and yet sumptuous, with 

the image sparkling in its many
faceted brilliance, J.eaving an 
Indelible impression on the listener. 
The cast of mind is western and 
eastern at the same time- He]l.enic 
and Hebraic. Every now and then 
a cluster of rugged Hebrew con
sonants rolls over the smooth 
Anglo-Saxon surface; yet both the 
sound and the sense of the diver
gent tongues seem to blend; for 
this dual stream has nourished the 
culture of the speaker. 

The hardened listener, harangued 
in and out of season by visiting 
orators, has grown to admire the 
manner more than the matter of a 
speaker; but Rabbi Si!v~r's mat~er 
is fascinating. His v1v1d descrip
tion of Israel is inspiring; yet it is 
not a glowing tribute but a graphic 
picture. Indeed all th>2 superlatives 
used about Israel are understate
ments; for the imagination can 
hardly keep pace with the actual 
rate of achievement. 

The criticism of certain aspects 
of life in the ne~ State is sound 
and constructive. Lack of unity; 
lack of uniformity In education 
and ideology-these are evils to 
be remedied. But Israel has the 
faults of her qualities. Steeped 
in an ancient culture she suffers 
from an overcrowding of Intellect, 
with Ideas and ideals breeding 
in an almost unhealthy profusion. 
But Jewish zeal so long confined 
to the mental plane is now being 
diverted to practical channels. 
This diversion Rabbi Silver de
scribes with an eloquence rarely 
heard In South Africa. 

Oratory seems to be a Jewish 
art. The great Jewish teachers 
have delivered their message In 
the spoken word, and it still 
echoes down the corridors of 
t ime. Hear O Israel! has been 
the eternal watchword of our 
seers. Yes, Israel will hear
and also the diaspora; but today 
the Jewish voice has also won 
the ear of the world. This Is a 
new turning point in Jewish his
tory; and Jewish speech thus 
assumes an added interest and a 
growing Importance. 

T1-1£ ,l,oms1 



South African Zionist Federation 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER 

EMINENT ZIONIST LEADER will address a 

~ .-

• RALLY. OF THE COMMUNITY ··_ 

at the CITY HALL, Johannesburg ·.• .. 
-on-

• 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11th: at 8p.m ·-
. ~ 

ADMISSION FREE . DOORS OPEN AT 7 p.m. 
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W.P. JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 

JU.BILEE CELEBRATIONS 

AMASS 
RALLY 

OF 

PENINSULA JEWRY 
will be addressed 

by 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL 
SILVER 

Renowned Zionist Leader 

at the 

ZIONIST HALL 
HOPE STREET 

on 

Saturday, 
7th July 

at 8.15 p.m. 

Reserved Seats 1 /-



Phone: 
33-7815 

P.O. Box 
4474 



~~~J~r !~P~~~a! .. ~ionist ludcheon Club 
Club next Friday, July 13th The Jun h g ·11 speaker at the Johannesburg Zionist Luncheon 

of 1 • c eon WI begin at 12 30 p • t p.m., and guests are asked to contact th S • .m. ms ead of the usual time 
seating accommodation. e ecretary to make their reservations early to ensure 

Rabbi Silver Delivers 
Sermon at Temple Israel 
RABBI DR. ABBA WLLEL SILVER, who, in addition to being a world 

Zionist leader, is one of the foremost Reform Rabbis, delivered the 
Sermon at the Friday evening Service of the United Jewish Reform 
Congregation of Johannesburg at Temple Israel. 

• Temple Israel was crowded to 
the doors, both downstairs and in 
the gallery. There was a distin
guished gathering of representa
tives from the leading Jewish and 
Civic organisations, headed by the 
representatives of the Board of 
Deputies and the S.A. Zionist 
Federation, and amongst those 
present were the Mayor of Johan
nesburg, Councillor C. F. Beckett, 
M.P.C., the Consul for Israel, Mr. 
Y. Gaulan, and the American 
Consul-General, Mr. S. B. Redecker. 

The Service was conducted by 
Rabbi D. H. Arrow, assisted by 
Mr. G. Phillips, and the Combined 
Choir of Temple Israel and Temple 
Shalom, under the direction of Mr. 
Jerry Idelson, Director of Music of 
the Congregation. The Chief Min
ister, Rabbi Dr. M. C. Weiler, in
troduced Rabbi Silver. 

In the course of his address, 
Rabbi Silver said: "The time will 
soon come when we shall be free 
to divert our energies largely to 
our Synagogues, our schools and 
our academies, whereas for a very 
long time now our energies and 
resources had, of necessity, been 
dedicated largely to the compelling 
emergencies of life saving and 
State building. We shall soon be 
able to put the emphasis on Jewish 
community life, where it belongs
upon religion, if we wish it. We 
should most earnestly wish it if we 
desire to give significance, content 
and dignity to our lives and life 
of our children. 

"To the thoughtful Jews it is be
coming increasingly clear that 
there are no substitutes in Jewish 
life for religion. Neither philan
thropy, nor culture, nor • nation
alism is adequate for the stress 
and challenge of our lives. All 
these interests can, and must, 
find their rightful p,ace within the 
generous pattern of Judaism. But 
the pahem must be Judaism. The 
Judaism of the Torah, the Syna
gogue, the Prayer Book. The 
Judaism of the priest, the prophet, 
the sage, the mystic, and the Rabbi. 

"Whether Jews will live as citi
zens of Israel, or citizens of the 
United States, or as citizens of 
South Africa, or of any other 
country of the world, they should 
not evade the great mandate of 
their prophetic religion and their 
history, which is to serve God and 
man, to strive for the establish
ment of God's kingdom and by the 
practice and the propaganda of 
their faith to be a light unto the 
nations. The mission ideal of 
Judaism which liberal Judaism has 
stlessed so. much and so correctly, 
is, my dear friends, historically 
valid. It is of the very warp and 
woof of prophetic Judaism to be a 
light unto the nations and to bring 
the -fmprisoned out of the dungeon 
and e who lives in darkness out 
into the great light. It was valid 
then. It is valid today. It is the 
real • burden of our destiny. God 
has permitted us to renew our days 
as of old with the establishment of 
the State of Israel. Let us in 
gratitude renew our faith as of old." 



E TO 
RABBI SIL VER 

Salisbury Jewry eagerly awaited the arrival of Rabbi and Mrs. Hillel Silver. accompanied by Mr. Harris, of the J.N.F. Department of the S.A. Zionist Federation. They were met at the aerodrome by Mr. I. Lasovsky, Chairman of the Regional Committee; Mr. L. E.' Banet, Chairman of the J.N.F. Jubilee Committee; Mr. G. Rosin, Chairman of the Regional Committee of the Board of Deputies. and a fully representative body of Zionist workers. 
Rabbi and Mrs. Silver had come to Salisbury to participate in the J.N.F. Jubilee. which was celebrated by a reception at the Sephardic Hall on Thursday night, 28th June. The reception was attended by six hundred people. The hall was attractively decorated in blue and white; the stage was decorated with trees, and in the 

centre was a giant replica of the Blue Box. Mrs. L. E. Banet and Mrs. S. Joffee were responsible for the decorations. 
Mr. Lasovsky and Mr. Rosin welcomed Rabbi and Mrs. Silver, and also extended a welcome to 

Haham Dr. Gaon, who had arrived on a visit from England. Dr. Gaon said he felt privileged to participate in the function and in the welcome to Rabbi Silver. 
The toast to the J.N.F. was proposed by Mr. L. E. Banet. after which Mrs. Silver lit the candles on the cake which was a replica of a Blue Fox. The cake wsa then cut by Rabbi Silver, who delivered an outstanding oration. 

The tree drive that followed was very successful, well over 2,000 trees having been sold in the hall. 

Cape Town 
Rabbi Hillel Silver preached the sermon at the Sabbath Eve Service at the Cape Town Jewish Reform Congregation's Temple Israel last Friday evening. The largest gather

ing ever to attend a service the.re listened, deeply moved, to the distinguished visitor's inspiring address from the pulpit. 

THAT what with "go-slow" strikes and bad flying conditions, Rabbi Silver must be finding his tour of South Africa quite a strain. 
THAT nevertheless he has brought amazing freshness and vigour to his platform appearances, and has proved a great inspirafio11 to South African Jewry. 



Rabbi Silver addressing the J.N.F. Jubilee Banquet at the Cape Town 
City Hall. With him at the main table are Mr. J. Gitlin, Mrs. J. 
Davidoff, Mrs. M. Segal, Mr. B. W. Hoffman (who presided ), Mrs. 

Silver and Mr. S. M. Kuper. 

RABBI SILVER BEATS BAD WEATHER, 
"GO-SLOW" STRIKE 

Strenuous· Car And Plane Rush To 
Complete Crowded Programme 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, accompanied by Mr. S. 
M.-Kuper, K.C., chairman of the S.A. Zionist Federation, 

and Mr. Lewis Hanis, organiser of the Jewish National 
Fund, landed safely at the Cape Town military aerodrome 
last Friday, after a strenuous and hazardous flight from 
East London. A private aeroplane was specially chartered 
for his use, in view of the "go slow" strike cancelling the 
regular airways flight. Despite bad weather conditions in 
the mountainous regions and despite the strain of flying, 
Rabbi Silver arrived "fighting fit," to embark upon a 
crowded schedule of meetings in Cape Town and environs. 

Within an hour or two of his 
arrival, he addressed a mass meet
ing at Paarl, to which he proceeded 
under "black-out" conditions im
posed upon the entire Province, 
owing to the power shortage. The 
entire Jewish community of Paarl 
and of the outlying towns and 
villages for miles around assembled 
to hear Rabbi Silver's first address 
in the Western Province. The Paarl 
Talmud Torah Hall was the scene 
of enthusiasm seldom witnessed 
among the Jewish communities of 
the small country areas in South 
Africa. 

Rabbi Silver delivered a brilliant 
address which drew a thunderous 
ovation from the audience. 

" Let us write a new chapter 
of the Bible," he said, strikingly, 
in the course of his speech. "An 
element of normalcy and spiritual 
tranquillity is returning to the 
Jewish people, which is now free 
of the tensions and strain of the 
past decades, and is again a people 
like any other people on the face 
of the globe. What has been bui It 
in Israel is significant for our
selves, our children and mankind. 
I have great confidence in• Israel 
and its future." 
But Israel, he sai<l, was not yet 

secure from danger, and Jewry dare 
not " demobilise " itself from the 
struggle to consolidate the Jewish 
State. 

CAPE TOWN MEETING 
Rabbi Silver's crowded Cape 

programme reached a grand climax 
at the mass meeting at the Zionist 
Hall, Cape Town, on Saturday 
night. The hall was erowded to its 
utmost capacity and latecomers 
were unable to gain admission. 
Rabbi Silver's masterly oration held 
the audience spellbound. 

In the course _ of his address, he 
referred to those who asked, grum
blingly, how long more they would 
have to contribute to Israel. 

"When people ask me ho)N long 
more they are expected to con
tribute, seeing how much they 
have already done for Israel, I 
say: stop and think what Israel 
has done for you. Israel is repay
ing us a thousand-fold for the 
help we have given her. The 
curse of exile and the psycho
pathological need to explain and 
apologise for ourselves is over for 
the first time in two thousand 
years. 

"There are people who say 
that what Israel has done is a case 

of 'Ein Breira' (no alternative). 
That is not true. Israel had an 
alternative: it could have closed 
the doors and restricted immigra
tion, and this would have alle
viated its problems. But it 
deliberately chose to keep the 
door open at all costs, and re
garded the easy alternative as 
unthinkable." 

Rabbi Silver said that excessive 
political partisanship was one of 
the most serious problems in Israel 
to-day. He pointed to the struggle 
between Israel's eighteen parties, 
with all its unnecessary consump
tion of time and energy, whereas 
in a great State like America, there 
were only two or three political 
parties. He deplored the system of 
political education of the young, 
which confronted Israel with "the 
danger of building tribes instead of 
one united people." These dangers 
Israel statesmen would have to 
tackle and overcome. 

Mrs. Mary Segal presided, and 
Chief Rabbi Abrahams proposed the 
vote oI thanks to Rabbi Silver. 

ADDRESS TO U.Z.P. 
Sandwiched into his crowded 

Cape Town programme was a 
luncheon given in his honour by the 
United Zionist Party. In address
ing this luncheon, Rabbi Silver re
ferred to the deep resentment felt 
in American Zionism at Ben 
Gurion's farewell address on his 
American tour, in which he had 
minimised the Zionist movement in 
the U.S.A. He said that the Govern
ment of Israel had to make up its 
mind whether it wanted a Zionist 
movement or not. There was no 
halfway-house between a strong 
Zionist movement and the complete 
collapse of the Zionist movement in 
the Diaspora. Zionists were not 
prepared to play second fiddle to 
the non-Zionists whom Ben Gurion 
had so extolled in America. 

He hoped that the Zionist 
movement would emerge stronger 
and more unified from the com
ing Congress, and he believed 
that the South African delegation 
to the Congress would help in · 
this regard. 

RETURN TO JOHANNESBURG 
Rabbi Silver left Cape Town by 

air on Monday and flew to Port 
Elizabeth and Bloemfontein for 
meetings, before returning to 
Johannesburg to address the mass 
rally on Wednesday night, of which 
a full report will appear in these 
columns next week. 
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When Silver Came To Bulawayo 

THOUSANDS ATTEND 
·s1LVER FUNCTIONS 

'Wben Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and his wife arrived in Bulawayo the above official photograph was 
taken at the airport. Seated from left to right: Mrs. D. Shapiro, Mr. L. E. Banet (chairman, J.N.F. 

Jubilee Committee), Mrs. Silver, Rabbi Silver, Mrs. L. E. Banet, Mr. I. Lasovsky (chairman, Regional 

Committee Rhodesian Zionist Council), Mrs. S. Joffee. Standing: Mrs. I. Lasovsky, Mr. Harris, Mr. 
S. Habib, Mr. S. Lasovsky, Mrs. M. E. Kaplan, Mr. A. N. Albadeff, Mr. G. Rosin (chairman, Regional 

Committee Rhodesian Jewish Board of Deputies), Mr. M. E. Kaplan, Mr. B. S. Leon and Mr. 

: A. Lessem. : 
~ ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ , 

IN CAPE TOWN 
RABBI Abba Hillel Silver has 

won the heart of Cape 
Town Jewry. From the moment 
he disembarked from the 
special chartered plane from 
East London last Wednesday, 
until the charter left on Sun
day at noon for Port Elizabeth 
the Rabbi's superb oratory 
thrilled and inspired the 
thousands who heard him in the 
great series of functions 
crowded into the four days. 

Included among the numerous 
functions which he addressed was 
the J.N.F. Jubilee Banquet, 
attended by 500 guests, a mass 
meeting at the Zionist Hall, at 
which 1,200 people were present, 
a rally of country communities at 
Paarl, attended by 500 Zionists 
from as far afield as Robertson 
and Malmesbury, a service at the 
Reform Temple, attended by 1,000 
worshippers, and a luncheon given 
by the United Zionist Party, at 
which a large gathering was pre
sent. 

Rabbi Silver also attended 
Divine Service at the Great Syna
gogue on Saturday. Chief Rabbi 

Abrahams welcomed him In the 
course of his sermon. A Brocha 
was held in his honour after the 
service. 

WITHOUT A ZIONIST MOVEMENT 
ISRAEL COULD BE 
DESTROYED /N ONE DAY-Rabbi Silver 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAPE TOWN, Wednesday. 
JN th~ course of his numerous addresses delivered in Cape Town, Rabbi Silver stressed 

. th_e importance of the J.N.F. and th~ contribution w~ich it had made to the up
bmldmg of Eretz Israel. He also dealt with a number of important issues in Zionist and 
Jewish life. 

In one of his addresses he made 
a plea for a unified system of 
education in Israel. The present 
system of five ideological streams 
of education militated against edu
cation towards one people, and 
might result in th-e division of 
Israel into tribes. 

He also stressed the importance 
of maintaining a strong Zionist 

. movement in the diaspora. The 
World Zionist Organisation crea
ted Israel and would work per
manently to make Israel strong. 
He castigated anti-Zionists in the 
U.S.A. who almost succeeded in 
making Palestine a United Nations 
Truste~ship instead of a Jewish 
State. Israel could be destroyed in 

one day without the existence of 
a strong body of organised 
Zionists. 

When he addressed the U.Z.P. 
Rabbi Silver criticised Mr. Ben 
Gurion's reoent statements. He 
also deprecated the rift between 
General Zionists and the Progres
sives, and stressed the need for a 
strong centr-e party in Israel. 

Addressing the same gathering, 
Mr. Kuper expressed the hope that 
the S.A. delegation to the Con
gress would create a united front 
on oertain organisational problems. 
He pledged the support of the 
U.Z.P. for all efforts towards unity 
both within the movement and 
among the General Zionists. 



PARTISANSHIP IS ONE OF ISRAEL'S 
MOST SERIOUS PROBLEMS 

- RABBI SILVER 
AT a big mass meeting, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver bade farewell to 

Cape Town this week after a crowded week-e~d. "When people 
ask me how long are they expected to contribute, seeing how much 
th~y h~d already done'. I say: 'Think what Israel has done for you,'" he 
said. Israel has repaid us a thousandfold in giving us pride and self
respect." 

Partisanship was one of the most 
serious problems in Israel, he said. 
He compared Israel's eighteen 
parties to America's two or three. 
He deplored the fact that the edu
cational system in Israel was on a 
political basis. He appealed for a 
strengthening of the Zionist organ
isation and for . unity. 

HAZARDOUS FLIGHT 
Rabbi Silver, accompanied by Mr. 

S. M. Kuper, chairman of the S.A. 
Zionist Federation and Mr. Lewis 
Harris, S.A. organiser of the Jewish 
National Fund, had earlier landed 
safely at the Cape Town military 
aerodrome after a strenuous and 
hazardous flight from East London. 
A private aeroplane was specially 
chartered for his use on • account 
of the go-slow strike throughout 
South Africa. Despite bad weather 
conditions in the mountainous 
regions and despite the strain of 
flying, Rabbi Silver arrived fight
ing fit to embark upon a crowded 
schedule of meetings at Cape Town 
and its environs. • 

Within an hour or two of his 
arrival he addressed a mass meet
~ng at Paarl to which he proceeded 
m a black-out imposed upon the 
entire Province owing to a power 
shortage. The entire Jewish com
~unity of Paarl and· of the outly
mg towns and villages for miles 
around assembled to hear Rabbi 
Silver's first address in the Western 
Province. The Paarl Talmud Torah 
Hall was the scene of enthusiasm 
seldom witnessed among the Jew
ish communities of the small 
country areas in South Africa. 

"We will write a new chapter in 
the Bible," said Rabbi Silver. "An 
element of normalcy and spiritual 
tranquility is returning to the Jew
ish people which is now free of 
the tensions and strain of the past 
decades and is now a people like 
any other people on the face of 
the globe. What has been built in 
Israel is significant for ourselves, 
our children and mankind. I have 
great confidence in Israel and its 

(Continued on page 11) 

ISRAEL'S MOST SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS 

(Continued from page 7) 
future.' But Israel, he said, 
not yet secure from danger. We 
dare not relax, we dare not demo
bilise. We must carry out our 
commitments. 

Speaking about the Jewish 
National Fund Rabbi Silver said 
that it was one of the greatest non
governmental non-political land 
purchasing agencies in the world. 

The Temple of national life in 
Israel was built through the 
pennies and dimes of our parents 
and grandparents. 

"But this jubilee is not a 
reminder of things of the past but 
of the work still to be done." Mr. 
S. M. Kuper, K.C., chairman of the 
S.A. Zionist Federation in a brief 
address with the J.N.F.' Tree Drive 
said: "I hope that we shall be able 
to plant a tree for every Jewish 
person in South Africa." 

GOVERNMENT MUST DECIDE 
"The Government of Israel should 

make up its mind whether it wants 
a strong Zionist Movement or not" 
said Rabbi Abba Hillel Silve~ 
SJ?eaking at a luncheon given ir{ 
his honour by the United Zionist 
Party in Cape Town. 

"When Ben Gurion visited 
America," continued Rabbi Silver 
h~ d~d not mention Zionists or th~ 
Z10mst Organisation of America. 
You can understand what that did 
to the morale of the movement 
Ben Gurion seemed to be reaching 
over the heads of the Zionist Move
ment to some anonymous Jewish 
group of Americans. In his last 
address he said that the Zionists 
of America were not speaking for 
the Jews of America. I did not 
expect to hear such talk from 
the spokesman of Israel." 

Rabbi Silver deplored the lack 
of forthrightness in the debate of 
'.'Party" vis-a-vis "Non-party." The 
idea was, it seemed to him, that 
OJ?-lY the General Zionists should 
yi~ld o~ party ideals, but not the 
Mizrachi or Mapai or any of the 
other Par-ties. Rabbi Silver 
referred to an article published in 
the Israel Press in which Mapai 
ope~ly stated that they did not 
desire to relinquish their pro
gra1:1me of . organising pro-Mapai 
sent~ments m the minds of the 
Jewish people of the world. 
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PARTISANSHIP IS ONE OF ISRAEL'S 
MOST SERIOUS PROBLEMS 

- RABBI SILVER 
AT a big mass meeting, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver bade farewell to 

Cape Town this week after a crowded week-e~d. "When people 
ask me how long are they expected to contribute, seeing how much 
th~y h~d already done'. I say: 'Think what Israel has done for you,'" he 
said. Israel has repaid us a thousandfold in giving us pride and self
respect." 

Partisanship was one of the most 
serious problems in Israel, he said. 
He compared Israel's eighteen 
parties to America's two or three. 
He deplored the fact that the edu
cational system in Israel was on a 
political basis. He appealed for a 
strengthening of the Zionist organ
isation and for . unity. 

HAZARDOUS FLIGHT 
Rabbi Silver, accompanied by Mr. 

S. M. Kuper, chairman of the S.A. 
Zionist Federation and Mr. Lewis 
Harris, S.A. organiser of the Jewish 
National Fund, had earlier landed 
safely at the Cape Town military 
aerodrome after a strenuous and 
hazardous flight from East London. 
A private aeroplane was specially 
chartered for his use on • account 
of the go-slow strike throughout 
South Africa. Despite bad weather 
conditions in the mountainous 
regions and despite the strain of 
flying, Rabbi Silver arrived fight
ing fit to embark upon a crowded 
schedule of meetings at Cape Town 
and its environs. • 

Within an hour or two of his 
arrival he addressed a mass meet
~ng at Paarl to which he proceeded 
m a black-out imposed upon the 
entire Province owing to a power 
shortage. The entire Jewish com
~unity of Paarl and· of the outly
mg towns and villages for miles 
around assembled to hear Rabbi 
Silver's first address in the Western 
Province. The Paarl Talmud Torah 
Hall was the scene of enthusiasm 
seldom witnessed among the Jew
ish communities of the small 
country areas in South Africa. 

"We will write a new chapter in 
the Bible," said Rabbi Silver. "An 
element of normalcy and spiritual 
tranquility is returning to the Jew
ish people which is now free of 
the tensions and strain of the past 
decades and is now a people like 
any other people on the face of 
the globe. What has been built in 
Israel is significant for ourselves, 
our children and mankind. I have 
great confidence in Israel and its 

(Continued on page 11) 

ISRAEL'S MOST SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS 

(Continued from page 7) 
future.' But Israel, he said, 
not yet secure from danger. We 
dare not relax, we dare not demo
bilise. We must carry out our 
commitments. 

Speaking about the Jewish 
National Fund Rabbi Silver said 
that it was one of the greatest non
governmental non-political land 
purchasing agencies in the world. 

The Temple of national life in 
Israel was built through the 
pennies and dimes of our parents 
and grandparents. 

"But this jubilee is not a 
reminder of things of the past but 
of the work still to be done." Mr. 
S. M. Kuper, K.C. , chairman of the 
S.A. Zionist Federation in a brief 
address with the J.N.F.' Tree Drive 
said: "I hope that we shall be able 
to plant a tree for every Jewish 
person in South Africa." 

GOVERNMENT MUST DECIDE 
"The Government of Israel should 

make up its mind whether it wants 
a strong Zionist Movement or not" 
said Rabbi Abba Hillel Silve~ 
SJ?eaking at a luncheon given ir{ 
his honour by the United Zionist 
Party in Cape Town. 

"When Ben Gurion visited 
America," continued Rabbi Silver 
h~ d~d not mention Zionists or th~ 
Z10mst Organisation of America. 
You can understand what that did 
to the morale of the movement 
Ben Gurion seemed to be reaching 
over the heads of the Zionist Move
ment to some anonymous Jewish 
group of Americans. In his last 
address he said that the Zionists 
of America were not speaking for 
the Jews of America. I did not 
expect to hear such talk from 
the spokesman of Israel." 

Rabbi Silver deplored the lack 
of forthrightness in the debate of 
'.'Party" vis-a-vis "Non-party." The 
idea was, it seemed to him, that 
OJ?-lY the General Zionists should 
yi~ld o~ party ideals, but not the 
Mizrachi or Mapai or any of the 
other Par-ties. Rabbi Silver 
referred to an article published in 
the Israel Press in which Mapai 
ope~ly stated that they did not 
desire to relinquish their pro
gra1:1me of . organising pro-Mapai 
sent~ments m the minds of the 
Jewish people of the world. 
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RABBI SIL VER ADDRESSES MASS 
RALLY OF PENINSULA JEWRY 
HUGE AUDIENCE 

BY BRILLIANT 
THRILLED

ORATORY 
Long before the opening time, the Major Zionist Hall was filled to capacity, and· an overflow audience packtd 

the Minor Hall, on Saturday night, 7th July, when Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver addressed a Mass Rally of Peninsula 
Jewry, , 

Rabbi Silver delivered a brilliant address and stirred the audience deeply as he described conditi'ons in Israel 
to-day, and emphasised the necessity for continued1 support of the State and for a strong World Zionist Organisation. 

Mrs, M. Segal was in the chair aml 
said that since the arrival of Rabbi 
and Mrs. Silver, the:re had been an 
atmosphere of Yom Tov in Cape Tow11. 
They had come to pay tribute to th0 
community for their work for th,J 
J.N.F., the fund which had helped to 
restore the dignity of labour ainon~ 
the Jewish people, and which had 
giYen them trusteeship over collective 
ownership. Tho community was 
greatly honoured by the visit of Rabbi 
and Mrs. Silver and were grateful to 
them for coming to this small com
munity. Rabbi Silver had cast a spell 
0l]. the community, who followed him, 
not just because he was a great orator, 
but because ho spoke as a man ·of 
Yision and had given them faith in the 
future. 

RABBI SILVER'S ADDRESS 
Rabbi Silver thanked Mrs. Segal for 

her remarks and for her many acts of 
kindness and hospitality towards Mrs. 
Silver and himself. He could now 
understand why the community occu
pied a position of eminence for its sig
nificant contributions to1 the upLnilcl
ing of Israel. He was gre~tly en
heartened by his contact with the Jew
ish community of South Africa, and 
greatly uplifted by the manifestation 
of strong Jewish loyalty and fine alert
ness to all that was going on in Jew
ish life to-day. 

THE J,N.F. 

He had come to South Africa in 
connection with the J.N.F. Jubile,1, 
and was happy to accept tho il)vita
tion, for to him the Fund had always 
epitomised in the most loving man
ner all we associated with 1 he ideal 
we· called Zionism. The Fund repre
sented the great hunger of our people, 
which they sought. to satisfy-th8 
hunger for land, the hunger for soil, 
the hunger for justice and demonacy. 
It had brought back the concept of 
land, the concept of soil, of normalis
ing the life of our people by hringing 
them back to the health-giving and 
stabilising influence of the sc,il. 'fhe 
Fund also represented the noble con
cept of justice. The world had been 
torn asu11der bv class conflicts. In the 
task of rebuiicling national life, the 
J.N.F. wanted to be sure that it would 
be a life built not on expropriation, 
but on social justice. This was a re
Yolutionary idea, but in a sense it was 
also the restoration of the older basic 
idea which came out of the Bible
"the land shall not be sold iii per
petuity." The J.N.F. embodies with
in itself the basic democracy of our 
people. It had been made possible by 
the contributions of the masses; it ap
pealed to the common people. Some 
had thought that salvation would 
come through "court Jews," through 
those that had political influence. The 
events of the past few years, culmi
nating in the great historic victory 
of tl~e establishment of the State, had 
demonstrated • that this was never 
true. What had brought about the 
result was the co-ordinated act of 
millions of the common people and not 
of the few. It was important to re
member for future times that it was 
the people as a whole that had the 

power for its own salvation. The 
J.N.F. 50 years ago had had the deep 
political insight to understand that 
salvation would have to come about 
through labours and sacrifices of the 
common people. It had begun with 
nickels a1}d dimes, with stamps and 
collection boxes. It had continued un
deterred, till to-day it represented one 
of the largest land4purchasing fund,; 
in the world. Its humble beginnings 
had led to monumental achievements. 
,vhatever one did for Israel, however 
humble the work was, it was wo1-'k of 
tremendous importance, just as tlio 
Jews in Israel, l].O matter what work 
they did, all felt they belonged to th-:i 
sacred fraternity of builders. 

The Jews of South Africa, said 
Rabbi Silver, should be proud of what 
they had done for the J.N.F. Israel 
could be proud of the .:f ewish people 
who had brought it into existence. In 
the last two decades it had given evi
dence of the magnificent qualities 
which i;esided in our people. 

The Jewish people would never 
have come through the fires of per
secution, and reached this clay, if it 
had not found within itself the power 
to rebuild its life in Israel. This was 
not the characteristic of a weak, but 
of a very tough people. He thought 
they were the toughest people on 
earth. They had a quality of hero
ism, of desperate resistal).ce, of un
willingness to resign themseh·es to 
the loss of their national independ
ence. This same quality was in the 
people of the- reborn State of Israel. 
The great hour had not found a small 
people. They knew how to close their 
ranks, how to bring sacrifices, how to 
match the hour in every way. 

CAUSE VINDICATED. 

The cause to which Jews had de
voted themselves for many years of 
their lives had been vindicatnd in 
many ways. The first, vi11dication was 
after the establishment of the Jewish 
State when, in three short years, Is
rael had emptied the concentration 
camps of Europe and had given a new 
hope and chance to the refugees who 
had been languishing in the camps. 
It had brought in not only Jews from 
Europe, but from Iraq, Yemen and 
North Africa, ai1d even from behind 
the "Curtain." The little land had 
given a haven to these people. The 
Jews had worked for something that 
had paid tremendous dividends. 

Their work had vindicated itself in 
other ways; it had falsified the myths 
and fables which had been spread 
about the Jews and repudiated lying 
charges. Experts who visited Israel 
returned full of praise for the colonis
ing and building work of Israel. A 
people not attJmed to colonisatimJ 
work were giving a most proficient 
lesson in the art of colonising anrl 
building, in a country where it was 
very difficult to build. What had been 
done, had been clone with sweat and 
hard labour. It had ·given a sense of 
pride in 01).eself and was a heroic de
monstration of the capacity to build. 
'!'he little State of Israel had com
pensated us a hundredfold for what 
we had given to it. There had been 
many setbacks, frustrations and un-

pleasantness, but we must not los0 
sight of the forest for the individual 
trees. We must keep before our eyes 
the totality of the building. "\Yhat we 
had built had tremend6ns implic::t
tions, and would be productive of 
great good. 

ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 
The Middle East, said Rabbi Silver, 

had become a centre of interest for the 
two great power groups, which had 
u1Jfortunately developed. The eyes 
of statesmen were watching wha1 was 
happening there. , It was an area 
where the feudal system still pre
,·ailed, where the population could be 
readily appealed to, for all forms of 
extremism. In that vast area of th,3 
world, there was but one little sphere 
that could be count€d on to remain 
loyal to the democratic ideal, to be 
the bastion of that freedom ·1.-hich the 
world was struggling to ronserve. It 
was not important for Israel to orien
tate itself with the ,vestern v\Torld. 
·we could be sure that tliese people in 
Israel had it in the 'warp al).d woof 
of their psycho to resist the suppres
sion of human rights. They harl gone 
there to be free; they were oriented 
to Sinai, where the proclamation of 
freedom had been given. The e;yes of 
the world were watching this little 
corner in the whole Middle East, this 
outpost of freedom which w;s of 
incalculable spiritual worth. Israel 
was to-clay the greatest single factor 
for peace and freedom in that part of 
the world. 

WHAT ISRAEL IS DOING FOR US. 
·when people asked how long we 

must contil).ue to contribute to Is
rael, said Rabbi Silver, he answered: 

, "Think what Israel is doing for us." 
The curse of exile was vanishing out 
of the hearts and minds of our 
people. What will it mean to us, and 
future generations, that we have be
come equal with other peoples and 
,rnre facing them without apology, be
cause of the psycho-pathological nee<l 
of explaining ourselves? Self-torture 
and self-hatred were passing out of 
the Jewish conscious!}ess for the first 
time in 2,000 years, as were the strain 
and tension of the obsession with a11ti
Semitism, which had been characteris
tic of Jews for so long. • Israel had 
given a new dignity to Jewish 
life, which could not be evaluated in 
terms of cents and dimes. It was re
paying their labours a thousandfold. 

Rabbi Silver then spoke of his re
r011t visit to Israel after an absence 
of two and a half years, He had 
travelled throughout the country from 
Metullah to Eylat, where the Jews had 
wisely decided to built a port. He 
had been present there when the first 
cargo ship from South Africa was be
ing unloaded. What was happeuin1~ 
at Eylat was characteristic of what 
was going on in the whole country; 
it was a vast workshop where every
body was working. Life, was harrl 
and rugged, but even in the rna-abarot 
where conditions were primitive, there 
was no spirit of dejecti01}. Throughout 
the country, in spite or the ,hardships 
and problems, one found a vibrancy 
and dynamism. It was a "going con
cern." • It had never occurred to the 

600,000 Jews in Israel to close their 
doors to the immigrants ; they looked 
upon themselves as the vanguard; 
but this immigration had created a 
terrific social problem. The spirit in 
Israel to-day was not that of "Ein 
Breira," but rather the spirit of 
Joshua al].d Caleb, who said: "'Vo will 
go up; we will build." This was the 
spirit-a spirit of confidence, a spirit 
of being able to rise above obstacles 
and difficulties. 

Serious problems confronted the 
State to-clay; the economic difficulties 
were caused not only by the new im
migration but by failure to welcome 
the private investor. There was in
tensive partisanship and the party 
system in the schools gave rise to the 
fear that· they might be building 
tribes instead of one m1ited people. 

IMPORTANCE OF STRONG 
ZIONIST ORGANISATION. 

Because of all the difficulties, it was 
important to maintain a strong ,vorld 
Zionist Organisation. It was -true 
that Israel did not belong to i';ioni,ts 
o_nly, but to the Jewish People, buL 
the World Zionist Organisation hatl 
created the State and it would have 
to help to make the State strong and 
sccnre. In the past, in political work, 
tho non-Zionists had resisted the 
labours and efforts of the Zionists, 
There had always been a hard core of 
loyal and alerted Zionists. The Zionist 
position had become mortally weak
ened. In the United States, on the 
economic front, the Zionists also had 
to battle with the non-Zionists, who 
wanted to give local needs priority. 
Only the loyal Zionists knew that a 
State could JJ.Ot be built in a da~', and 
would insist on priority for the State 
of J sra!>l in fund-raising and distribu
tio!Y. They needed a strong ,vorld 
Zionist Organisation, not because they 
wanted to interfere in the political 
affairs of Israel, not because they 
wanted to get praise for w~rnt they 
were doing, but because they were in
terested in a revitalised a11d strong 
Zionist Organisation, and because 
they were persuaded that Israel 
needed and would continue to need th0 
massive political and economic sup
port of a strong Zio1Jist Organisation. 
Without it, the State would find itself 
in very stormy waters. 

NO RIGHT TO RELAX. 
In conclusion Rabbi Silver said that 

he did not wish to imply that Jsrael 
was I}ot aware of tho problem, but to 
bring home the fact that we had no 
right to relax. He himself had re
refrod great inspiration from his visit 
to Israel. He referred in moving 
terms to the cavern on Hnr Zio11 
where he saw the urns with the a~hes 
of the victims from the concentration 
camps and the six lights, one for each 
of the million Jews that had perished. 
That was the Galut, that ,ms the. 
past, and it was right that Israel 
had derided that the child\·en must 
neYer forget the glory and tragecl)· 
of the past. Then again, on the 
eve of Y om Ha-atzmaut, he had been 
taken to Har Herz'l, where 'Il,eodor 
Herzl had found his last resting 
;plare. At dusk a great bonfire had 
been lit, and other bonfires on other 
!nils were lit-, until on every hill fires 
were burning through the darkness , 
and there was dancing tbrou.gl1out tl 
night. That was the future for our 
people. On the graves of yesterday, 
new lives were bei11g built, It was 
wonderful to be alive, It was won
derful to have had a hand in the 
building, and it "·as wonderful to have 
the privilege of continuing with their 
contribution to the building until the 
task was completed. 

Chief Rabbi Abrahams moved a vote 
of thanks to Rabbi Silver for his mag
nifirent address. 
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Dr. Silver at Opening of 
Bnei Zion Seminar 

"I am very pleased to be among the young people who are General 
Zionist,i;" sa~ Dr. Abba Hi'llel Silver at the opening of the Bnei Zion Annual 
Seminar on Sil u.-day evening, 30th June, at the Coronation Hall, Johannes· 
burg. 'Dr. Silver eceived an enthusiastic ovation from the large number of 
madrichim that were present. 

The opening' address was delivered by Mr. Israel Dunsky, Chairman of 
the United General Zionist Party. Mr. I. Goss, Dfrector of the S.A. Jewish 
Board of Education, Mr. H. Stutzeri, Menahel of Bnei Zion, and Mr. Dov 
Senderowitz also spoke. Segan Menahel, Mervyn Isaacson, presided. 

Dr. Silv,ti_r. ~aid that he was inter
ested in '013'ner r Zionism, because he 
was interested 'in the totality of the 
Jewish people. We had to strive to 
be one people, and not a disorganised, 
fragmentised, coagulate group of 
people. At a time when every effort 
should be made to UI}ify the people, 
there was a spirit of partisanship arnl 
other fragmentisation in Israeli life 
and politics. Israel to-day was a vast 
melting-pot of peoples from all parts 
of the world, who differed radically in 
their background and outlook on life. 
It was unfortunate that in the face of 
i.his thorny problem, there was no uni
fied system of education as in the 
U.S.A. Children are being i11doctri
nated in the very ideology of the 
Party, and brought up to feel and be
lieYe that their own point of view and 
ideas were more important than the 
unity of the nation. 

General Zionists in Israel were those 
who fought against this trend. "'Ve 
in the U.S.A. and you here are trying 
to back up this fight," said Dr. SilYer. 
General Zionism was neither anti
Socialist nor anti-Capitalist. All Jews, 
from whatever class should be made 
welcome in Israel. Israel needed the 
co-operation and goodwill of all ,J'1ws 
of the Diaspora, and private invesLNs 
should be encouraged and not fright
ened away by meaningless slogans of 
Socialism in our own day. General 
Zioni m held a greater promise for 
Israel, and at this important period in 
the history of Israel we Zionists had 
_an important task to perform. 

CHALUTZIUT AND HEBREW, 
Tho Youth could serve Israel in tw,) 

ways, as chalutzim and in propagating 
the Ilebrew language. History had 
shown that any community that had 
not included Hebrew ultimately dis
appeared. It was only with the help 
of Hel1rew that greater cultural and 
spiritual values could be created. He
brew and Zionism always went to
gether, and one could never think of 
the development of the Zionist move
ment without the great Hebrew ,poets 
and writers. The Youth had to make 
greater efforts to cultivate the He
brew language. 

Dr. Silver wished the Seminar and 
the Bnei Zion movement success in 
their work and hoped th~t they would 
make a great contribution to Israel 
and to the survival and culture of the 
Jewish people. 

CHALUTZIUT-HIGHEST SERVICE 
Mr. Israel Dunsky, in opening the 

Bnei Zion Seminar, outlined the ,pro
gramme of the United General Zionist 
Party, which, together with other 
General Zionist grqups, workecl for the 
benefit of the whole Jewish people ii, 
Israel, and fought for a policy which 
would exclude politics from education, 
the army and the civil servic,e. Mr. 
Dunsky stated that while Israel re
quired workern, it also needed the co
operation of the middls classes. Most 
of the money collected by the Zionist 
movement during the past 50 years, 
and the large sums collected to-day, 
came from the middle classes, who in 
this way play a large part j,1 the up
building of the Stats of Israel. Centre 
Zionism constituted a balanced ap
proach in Zionist politics. Ge:i,eral 
Zionism, Mr. Dunsky said, would 
give stability to Israel. Mr. Dnnsk:v 
emphasised that parties were inevit
able in politics, as Demociae;, ma<l.e 
allowances for freedom of thought and 
tho party was merely a group of 
people who combined on certain essen-

tial ideological views. However, the 
General Zionist Party believed that 
the Party was a means to an· end. 

Mr. Dunsky, ii, welcoming the Semi
nar, emphasisecl the importance of in
formation and knowledge. 'fhe Youth 
had to know what they stood for. We 
had to raise ourselves up to a higher 
standard. There was a trend in South 
Africa to undermine the prestige of 
the Youth movement. It was only 
education and uplifting that coulJ 
adequately answer this challenge to 
the Youth. The highest form of ser
vice, l\fr. Dunsky declared, was chalut
ziut, which represeiited the peak of 
Zionist endeavour. He hoped that 
tlrn United General ZionisL Party 
youth would be in the vanguard of 
this practical effort. 

HEBREW, TRADITION AND 
TORAH. 

Mr. Goss, in an impassioned ad
clress, appealed to the madrichim to 
embark o; a crusade of Hebraising 
the Golah. Hebrew was the basis, of 
our srnltnral work. While he believed 
that Zion was the focal point of all 
our endeavour, he regretted to note 
that there had been no spiritual 
awakening since the estahli_shment of 
the State of Israel. The State of Is
rael would not be in a position to bene
fit the Golah unless the Golah could · 
understand its language. The Youth 
had to acquire the only key that fitted 
the classics, and that is Hebrew. We 
had to try and bring Israel into the 
Golah. He looked to the Youth to be 
in the vanguard of this spir-itual re
awakening. Herzl had provided the 
form, w~ I).OW had to turn back to 
A_chad Ha-am, who offered the con
tent. We had to cease to be a mar
ginal man, with no loyalties. The 
problem of dual loyalties was a mere 
fantasy. 

In conclusion, Mr. Goss wished the 
Seminar all success and expressed the 
hope that the Youth would contribute 
to the important tasks of Geulat 
Ha-am, and this can only be achieved 
through Hebrew, Tradition and Torah. 

CAMP-CLIMAX OF BNEI ZION 
ACTIVITIES. 

Mr. Harold Stutzen, Menahel of 
Bnei Zion (S.A.), referred to tl1e Semi
nar as one of tho most important 
activities of Bnei Zion, and hoped that 
through such activities, and in parti
cular through the means of the annual 
Camp, the movement would go from 
strength to strength. 

BNEI ZION AND CHALUTllUT. 
Dov Senderowitz, Timorim Shaliach, 

reminded the madrichim that the aims 
of the Youth movement. was Aliyah 
a,nd Chalutziut. This aspect ha:,; uot 
been emphasised sufficiently ii) the 
past and he hoped that Bnei Zion 
would provide the follow-up to Aliyah 
to Israel, which was so necessary for 
Timorim and other settlements that 
would be established. He hoped that 
madrichim would provide the lead by 
establishing a chalutz chavurah among 
themselves. The greatest factor in 
education, he said, was example. 
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BANQUET 
LARGE GATHERING STIRRED BY 

ELOQUENT ADDRESS 
"DO NOT IMAGINE TH.AT BECAUSE THE STATE IS FORMED THERE IS NO MORE NBED 

•OR THE J.N.F. THERE IS STILL LAND TO BE BOUGHT AND JEWS HAVE TO BUY AND PAY 
l.• OR IT,'' SAID RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER AT THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND Jl:BILEE 
BANQUET IN THE CITY HALL ON THURSDAY EVENING, 5th JULY, WHEN RABBI AND MRS. 
SILVER WERE THE GUESTS OF HONOUR.. 

THE BANQUET WAS ATTENDED BY ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED GUESTS, AND RABBI 
SILVER'S ELOQUENT AND STIRRING ADDRESS, WHICH WAS LISTENED TO WITH RAP'J.' 
AT'I'EN'l1ION, MADE A PROFOUND IMI'RESSION. 

l\IR. B. W. HOJ!'FMANN WAS IN 'l'HE CHAIR, AND OTHER SPEAKERS WERE MR.. 
' M. KUPER, K.C., CHAIRMAN OF THE S.A. ZIONIST FEDERATION, AND CHIEF RABBI 
1. ABRAHAMS. 

MR. B. W. HOFFMANN 
The Chairman, in [proposing the 

t.Oast of the" S.A. Zionist Fedei-a
ion," said:-
"I know that you will want me to 

extend a very warm welcome indeed 
to our distinguished guests, Rabbi and 
Mrs. Silver. It is, however, not my 
function this evening to dwell upon 
the important contribution which 
Rabbi Silver has mada to the Ziol}ist 
cause or to the role which he play,, 
as a leading world Jew. That task 
i, in the capable hands of the Chief 
Rabbi, who will speak a little later. 

"But at the outsE)t I would like to 
ssnre Rabbi Silver how happy Cape 

Town Jewry is to have them in our 
lllidst and to do them honour. 

"It is just a few hours really that 
Rabbi and Mrs. Silver have been with 
us and they have endeared themselves 
to us, and it is our regret that they 
will be with us for so short a while. 
'I'hore is, however, another distin
guished guest in our midst, in the 
person of the Chairman of the S.A. 
Zionist Federation, our dear friend, 
i\Ir. Simie Kuper, as he is kl}own 
affectionately to all of us. To him, too, 
I extend a hearty welcome. Mr. Kuper 
is no stranger to us but I think it is 
the first official occasion that. he is 
Yisiting Cape Town at a banquet, since 
he became the leader of Sonth African 
Zionism, and I would like to take this 
opportunity of greeting him on becom
ing the leader of South African Zion
ism. 

"Mr. Kuper, whilst only a rnlatively 
young man, has a long and distin
guished career in Jewish communal 
service to Zionism in this country. He 
graduated from the ranks of 'the Zion
ist Youth :Movement :>..nd has held 
every important post in the Zionist 
11\Iovement, until to-day he is leader of 
South African Zionism in this country. 
Mr. Kuper is blessed with great quali
ties of leadership, and he has been 
able to make others give of their best, 
yea, even on occasion a little un
willingly. I feel very confident that 
with Mr. Kuper at the helm of South 
African Zionist affairs, Zionist work 
in this country will continue to pros
per. 

"The S.A. Zionist Federation, which 
i the co-ordinating body of all Zionist 
~deavour in this country, has, during 
ii· 50-odd years of Zionist work, 
e>arned for itself a reputation in 
t be ·world Zionist Organisation d 
\1)1i ch South African Jewrv can be 
j1 stly proud, and it is of those men 
who have served on that body that we 
tr -day can take notice and say that 
h,ey have done a good job. They 

h ·e done their job and done it well, 
ai d I think that on this occasion
tit re can be no better occasion than 
the celebration of the. GoldeP Jubilee 
of the Keren Kayemeth-it is fit.ting to 
reaffirm the loyalty of W. Province 

Jewry to the S.A. Zionist Federation 
and to pledge our support for the 
work that lies in hand and for the 
work that lies in the future. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, I give you 
the health, of the S .A. Zionist Feda
ratiol}. and its Chairman, ]\fr. S. l\L 
Kuper." 

Mr. Hoffmann also welcomed Mr. J. 
Gitlin and said that it gave him 
great pleasure to know that he was 
fit and well enough to have come that 
evening. "I would like Rabbi and 
Mrs. Silver to know," he said, "that 

ment here to remember that they were 
given the opportunity of !naking that 
contribution because of the rnpport 
they all received from the S.A. Jewish 
community as a whole and the Zionist 
movement in particular. lt is th,3 
movement which made these men and 
gave them their opportunity, and not 
the men who made the movement. The 
same thing applies throughout the 
rest of the country. 

"I am very glad indeed that the 
Chairman referred to Mr. Gitlin in 
this regard, because he, at least, as 

Rabbi and Mrs. Silver with the reception committee prior to the Banquet. 

it is an acknowledged fact throughout 
the length and breadth of this country 
that l\fr. Gitlin has played a large part 
in the prosperity of Zionism in South 
Africa, and I pray to God that he will 
have the strel}gth and the ability to 
carry on." 

MR. S. M. KUPER 
Mr. S. M. Kuper, in replying to the 

toast of the S.A. Zionist Federation, 
said: "I am very proud that my name 
shoulq have been associated with the 
toast [proposed to the S.A. Zionist 
Federation, and I am very grateful for 
the warmth with which you have re
ceived the kind remarks of the Chair
man about me personally. It is good, 
on an occasion such as this, to re
member some of the people who have 
made such outstanding contributio11s 
to the cause of Zionism in this coun
try, particularly in the leadership of 
the S.A. Zionist Federation, rmd it is 
right to recall names such as the late 
i\fr. Goldreich, l\ir. Brando, Mr. Kirsch
ner and Mr. Gering, who all made 
very important contributions to the 
movement as a whole. But it is 
equally right in paying our tribute to 
these stalwarts of the Zionist move-

much as any of the Chairmen I have 
mentioned, has made a contribution 
which will always be remembered in 
the history of the Zionist movement. 

"Now, as far as the Zionist move
ment is concerned, when you drank 
to the toast, you were drinking • to 
something created by you, the strength 
of the Federation depending el].tirely 
on the support given to it by the JewB 
of this country, and if to-day we can 
be proud of what the Federation has 
achieved and if we can look forward 
with confidence to what the Federa
tion can still do, it is owing to the 
response which the community has 
given to it in the past and in the 
future. 

"We have had in the past few years 
several prominent visitors from over
seas and what has especially impressed 
these overseas visitors about the S.A. 
Zionist Federation is that it is a body 
on which sat all shades of opinion
persons representing all types of move
ments within the Zionist movement. 
,ve were very fortunate that the 
womel} did not form their own inde
pendent organisation, as might have 
happened. They form the backbone 
of the Zionist Federation. The same 

thing applies to the Youth and, of 
course, to all the parties within the 
movement, and also to the non-party' 
section, by all of us sitting round the 
same table. 

"It is not the same in most other 
countries. Not the same il} England, 
where on the Zionist Federation two 
parties serve. Nor the same in the 
U.S.A. I do not know of any other 
country where there is a similar posi
tion and we are fortunate ir. having 
this organisation and in having shown 
its strength to visitors from overseas, 
because we are anxious, if possible, to 
enable the S.A. Zionist Federai ion to 
present to th e world, to the ,vurld 
Zionist Congress and to the Zionist 
movement as a whole the example of 
what we believe should be followed by 
other countries. 

"As far as the Jewish communitv 
itself is concerned, the Zionist :Feder;
tion acts as a m1ifying, factor. When 
we are able to achieve any particular 
result, the whole community is proud 
of that result and the whole commu
nity responds as one man to the 
achievement. You all remember the 
opening by South Africa of the sea 
route from iJ\.Iombasa to Eylat, the 
opening which took place only a few 
weeks ago, which was due to the pur
chasing by the F ederation of quanti
ties of goods from East Africa and the 
chartering of a special ship. The pur
chasing and the chartering of the ship 
was done by us in the closest consul
tation with the Prime Minister of Is
rael and three members of the. Cabi
net, who co-operated in the type of 
goods sent and in the decision that 
the ships should be sent. Only to
day I had a meeting in Cape •rown, 
where I was offered on behalf of the 
Federation the opportunity to purchase 
goods which are urgently required in 
the State of Israel ; goods to the 
value of ½ million pounds; and do you 
know that over the past two or three 
years we have sent goods to tho value 
of 3 million pounds? 

"The present Union Government has 
enabled us to send these goods instead 
of transmitting money. In the first 
six months of this year we were also 
able to transmit £200,000 convert
ible sterling. By our sending this 
money and buying these goods, we 
have found that the Federation has 
committed the Jews 111 this country 
until the end of this year on the 
present contribution made by the com
munity. But we are not .;toppfog at 
tliat. We are prepared to pledge the 
Jewish community of South Africa 
eYen before the end of the year and 
because the goods are wanted now and 
because the Jews of Israel cannot wait 
until next year, we are going to pledge 
your credit and it is up to you and 
the rest of the Jews in this country 
to rally to the support of the Federa
tion in the future as you have done 
so nobly in the past." 

CHIEF RABBI ABRAHAMS 
Chief Rabbi Abrahams, in proposing 

the toast of "The Keren Kayemeth 
and Rabbi and l\frs. Silver," said:-

cc·we belong to a privileged genera
tion. " 'e, who were spared the hell 
fires of the Nazi terror, have liYed to 
see, if not the complete redemption, 
at least the dawn of national salva
tion . "·e have been granted the in
effable zechut of creating new Jewish 
Festivals. 'Ihe greatest of 'f;hese is, 

ht£ .)OUTH 11~~IC4M 

ll/1<.0HICL ~ 



' den e--the 
bi r ·h. 

"Rut thi great fe tirnl al o ),ad an 
En•,· Yorn To,. It wa a mece t day; 
it w unherald,·d by the loud b< ·1tmJ! 
of drum or the jubilant fanfare of 
trumpet . It wa a day of mall h -
ginning , markl'd by the fa luonin~ 
of the Zioni t Blue Box t-0 holc.l thl• 
national tn,a. u1 -ye' , th pennit---
of a homele, peopl' kin!! to pur
C'ha,e n anre,tral Land and l•r,•edom. 
l t wa a wholly unglamorous d y 
C'alling for ,n'at and blood and tear,: 
in,·iting th !lower of our youth tn 
drain malarial amp and till th" 
de ,•rt, to arrrpt di ea l ' and want. 
heartbrl'ak and d,•ath, a th reward 
ol un,11ng lll'roi m. Tba wa tlw Ft•·
tirnl En•. the day of pH·r,:,ratio11 
whil'h he.,an 50 y ars ao,o wnh th in
augnratio~ of the • Je: i,h . • .nional 
Fund. 

"Tlw Jewi h p ople, in all it for
flunp; dwelling place·, i. t,,-uay t It,• 
ownn, in the ..;tale of I rnel. of two 
million dunam of hallowl'cl ,oil. R 1t 
we m11 t not mpa,nrtc tli, achi,,,,_ 
nl('nt of th K<·n·n Ka\'Cnu h I,, 1h,• 
dunam~ it ha r d ·mei It wou.ld t,,. 

for truer to ay that it "a~ the . oil 
that r d em d u . Halntziul-th,• 
,Jew1 h Pioneer )10\·emer: t - hron!!lll 
health and r1>j11n•nation to th ,Jcwi,h 
pirit. Our wamp draim·r, did not 

men•h- dn· countle,, ton . of mud. 
They 

O 

hE>l~-d to r,mon~ till' mire ot 
Ogi:!Y a, 1milationi,m, nrcumulat1•,l 

throup;h many tragic ge111·rnuon : th,·y 
contributed to th d1·an inc. ot lar ..?;• ' 

zom· of ])<· ti) nttal . anti- miti,111; 
thp, di,, .. on•rc•d and rar 'll, d th <' 
latt'.11t tr,•am, of Jewi h ,·nPr!!Y- ar
dour and kill. 

''The Jewi h d rt culti\'ator. nrt 
on!.,· f rtili,,·d the wa th p1oduced hy 
th 1wgl t ot C'<'ntnri,,.., , er at<'d by 
the culpnhle m<liff,•renrt' of c•·1 eration, 
of ·quatt r , who abused the land on,.,• 
flowinl! with milk and hon y Th,,y 
al,o irri!,!att•d the or idit, of ti<• J wi h 
pirit brou:.rht on by tl;1, a •r-long pr,,

c· of , oul rro,ion; th ,· irri!,!ated arnl 
fructifi d new tract~ or' Jl'wi. h life of 
1mn11 1 ural,Jp potl'ntinhti ,, 

" W, mu t not p ak of thE' C'on
q I<' t of th Lind . Rath<'r wa it th• 
land tha n tor.-. Enn· 
f'tt 1 ment wa a tron!!h~!d; nry 

kibbutz footpath "a a 'H ro< .- Road.' 
l"lt1111at1 h. he !,at J, r ,r I rapl wn 
won. not ·with h nrd l,ut with tht 
plough bare. Th ,Je"i h .·ational 
Fund lund 1~ t hr r <'al ha is of I rat•l', 
frel'dom and nn•n il!nty ; and it i 

th t land. too that hall H·t furni h 
th \H'npon "ith which. wr h 11 
achip,·e thP till izr at, r "idor~ < f 
,.,.onomir imlPp ndPn<·r , an,! the• .1h-
orption of 11111!,r,n of new in11n1gra111 , 

and t J,., c:n t hf>rllll! of t hr• 1 • 1lr . Thi 
111 !,rid, 1 th l!Ol,frn chapt, r of ,Jt \\-
1,h hi ton w ritt1·n hv the f II nd of th ,• 
(;old 11 n;,. k rn he 

0

ro11rsp of it first 
(,oldrn ,Juh1Jp1 . The B1blicnl law o 
he ,Juh1I , ha l,(' n , indiC'atcd; at 

th I ml of fh ,! rod of lnn<i redP111p
t ion th .Jc" 1111 rcturn11l a Ire' mnn 
to po ,. Iii <H,n hi • 
Ori( nil. 

• • u I an ,,,•f'nt call for rr oro tlmn 
r I, hn1tu n. J n<•<'<l, a Yoice a 
hum:in h1,far 1101 that . hall expre , 
wlia , , fiml Ot) dP1•p for word ~. 
\g 111 we 11,1\·r hC'Pn pri, ii gr-<l . \\'I' 
haH• I n ff, rrl ,I thf' hn11n11r 1111'1 t ltP 
d,•lii.:ht of 11 t, 111ng 11 <•nr rt t J,., 
cr,•.11 a11then t1c ,·oi , , nf Ztor I t 
J, p i11 t h1• p< r,011 ,,f Ra l1h1 ,\ hh·t 
J il l' c r . g11r t of hr,11011r 
11 t , ·11 Th lia-lftlfnt ; tl11 
J rnav r I'!! h, th ',t 

man of t11t11 n of uttr1-
I ' Dr. tP i11 J,i 
c i h I r rP , om-

of p litir ,. H, 
1 fori• ,tatiH• of 
, 11 .JC\H\0- tltf' .J,,w-1 h 

• • tl1t hnli 
o to-,Ja,·. 

.\ 111!'11-
1\f'IJH lit 

imul 
racl' 
and h with 1tic-
ally-ha of th world" 
J, •. din c,,.., and tate. men. 
Tim and again it wa hi '. ih·er ad
, oc·ac·y' that . and our pcopl • in the 
hour of cri i.. To-nip;ht. though he 
" ill p,•ak co but a l ::111• nt of a con -
pnratin•ly . mall J, 111,h community. we 
ham tlw thrillinp; a1,d .olemn aware
m·, that the whoh:- world will Ii ten. 
nn,J that all I r,wl "111 think and 
thank.'' 

RABBI SIL VER 
Re,pomlinp; to ti,<' toa-t of the K er 11 

Kay·,·nwth, Habb1 , i!H,r aid :-

''l ha,·e h11•11 _011 _ from plac-e to 
)Ila<·•• durinp: th, la,t t, n day acidre ·-
1 ·1~ ,h•wi,h conm11111it11·, in the rnion 
d ~outh .\ fri a am! h.1w been Ii ten-
1110!; to tlu ,,, mo, t :::racious and u11-

de,1·rn•<l word, ot prai, . 1 am 
dt>li:.rht,,d more than I rnn t II you 
to lw in Your 10i1I I t hi. c·, ,·nin~. 
I ha,·e k11.0\n1 nhon l hi.- u,mm•1-
111t ,· for a 11111g tin11• . . rn<l ri•ad about 
its· wo1 k. I k11011 ot it. p; nero. ity 

hest from our mi11<ls bt'c·:rns 
wav had with u tht• full r<':tli,. 
th~t the people. of thi. fur-f11111 :: 
pirc had be n and woulil c-unt, 111 
bo friend and ympathetic: to-11 01 
in our ju. t and worth., e·a11-.•. 
ne.-er forgot the' fac-t that ll \1 ,1 , 

thi. Empire that thl• Balfom D C't 

tion ram• and that ~onw of ti., 
de,oh-d <·hampion. of 0111· , .111-P 
l<>adPrs and state,111 11 of thi 
plex of p,•oplt• . ,nnll' h,•lor, • th,• 
of Balfour. and ,111111' ... in<•' t h, 
of Ilalfo11l'. i11rl11di1q .,·our own 
1t,ader "ho. P nanw ,1 ill fc,r C'I < 
,pokPn 011 ,)Pni h lip, 1111 "' d d 
with ~wrt•t1w. ,-C:, 111·1 al "11111 , , 

"~fa\' I ,a,· , too. th:it w 1•1 
l"nitt'<l. ~tat1·, 

0

h:11" alwa,, J.,,.k, d \\ 
p1·id,• nm! with a d,•g1,·1; of , 111, 11 " 
the qnaltt.,· Pl I lw (·111nnh11t i, 1 "I 1 1 
yon Wl'l'l' ma kin..( to J,ra,•1 11..i , 11 .'" 11 

tPrnl~ 1nt 1n 1 I., u ,1na11l· J, 1 , i}•J , t 
whil'h per ,·apita ,. 1·,·,·d, tl 11 h ,1, 1. 

,uppoll of ,,111 .-011 •111111r11, . 11 11th I 
not hr1•11 nic:c:anlly "' 1111 ,., .. 11, 11 11,. I, ll 

111 t<•rm, ol 111:111p1111, 1 whi, 11 ) on I, 
g1nn in p,•at·P autl i1 \\ ,I r to I 1t 

Rabbi Silver, in a characteristic pose, addressing his audience at the 
Banquet. From right to left: Mr. S. M, Kuper, K.C., Mrs. Silver, 
Mr. B. W. Hoffmann, Rabbi Silver, M~s. M. Segal, Chier Rabbi Professor 

I, Abrahams, Mrs. J . Davidoff and Mr. J G1 ttrn. 

111 tJ,., 11pport nm] mnintt-nunce of all h11il<l111c. cll'l <' n< L 11 1 
worthv J1·w1 h i11,t1tution , h r and . tah• of 1,, "I. 111 
aim d and pntt1 11,n ly m brol'l. I .111 1 ,.1111)111 .11ul .. 
hun know I for 111. 11,· ,ear of th<' Jp11 i,h 11Jll l111111 
!?l'I . , Z10111,t ,,1 \ u, , • or' \'Ollr di,tin- "orld. 
!? 111'h• d ft.l101,-c·11 1z, 11 who;n \'OIi han• ' ' I :1111 ., !, o 
• lw,, 11 to honour tl11 , 1 ,·e1i'111:.(. )Ir try II hid, 111 , , 
.J ac:oh Gitl111. I 1111 , kno\\ n tlwu ,IJ 1111' ot thP ,,,. Jr, 1 
11nt fo1 a 1011..( tilt", and I 

0

am n•7v i 1111 1101 , , !, 
j!ratdnl to lta\f• I HI t he oppo1t 111it~ l11•l0Hd rn11 11tn 1 

ol h, •,·0111111g nr·q11,1111t r,d with tl11• l'n·- lrt•n• , alt l,0 11..'.l • 11 , · 

id Ill of tilt " · \ Z1 llht F, ,J, I at OIi. ,1 ma ll (/Ill o r. 
a 111,,n of rnr, n • gr<'at ·It Im and 11f :uln I t 11 r 11 ~1 
grarc ol d1ai ar t, r \\ ,,, ha l!nl<'io11 ly hd!'ntly Ion 11 , "t 
,1c·<-0111pa1t1Pd 111, 111 I ,\fr,. , 1h·, r on ,L,n11::: a ncl d 11, 
our vi tt to sr,1111 , th1• r·o11111111nit ie· 111 111, 1"1111,•1I ,·,, t 
of _your • n1111tr~ d 1r r ..( the • I., f1•\\ J11, ,,1 "' 1tl ,11 I 
day a11d In· 111 111, 11 1 li1p :rnd e 11111- tl11 r, 1- 111 1 111 f' 
pa11y· 11:i 111 ,I p o 1r "i'rt 1· t rPn, h · 011 .. , fi r,d, l.11 k111 ::: 111 

)ll<•a ,111t , • ",·a1 ~ 11,11 t ,, f tl1t 

"l 11111 • the mid,t of "I am al,, I,, ,, 
.1 co111 ... who f' .Jt \\ fu,111 <, 1u • IJ1 h lu. 1 

Ii, '1• 1111111! lo, nit ; 111• 11,, 1111g I 11ul ., " 
t,, all ·11 ,Jt'\11 h

0 

hfo. !ti tle ,01111 t n , 
f J,:n· I!" and 01111 • 1111! laud t h, I 

11 .. ,11 ha,·,. t,,nwd 
3\\ • .!ratifi, 11t1n11 . 

Wh me ho" tJ,..r, 
l11d1 Ill\ \lith K l,,! 
Y i ol ,J,,111 h 111111~· 

TRIBUTE TO S .A. GOV ERNMENT. 

" I rn , fn 
t,011 of tl u 
h, •lp ~ 1111 •·r 
"" 1"•1'11l .1 
l,:1 air .. ,h 
,,,. \ 'Olli ( I 

"I , 1 I J , , , 111 011 h .\ fr,, 1 ,In I'll · 
Ji,., . r 111 ,·11 " 1 1 11 , , "hid 
tlic• 1 11 . ' 1tio11 to, , 11 " th 

• wn • pn11IC'11 l.1 rh 11ph111 
11 e•, n JO I k 11<1 1 • 111 Jill 

I for 11111,• , ,. " '1111• 
tt<·r t1 lilt rl,: "1ti1 f1 

(: n-11t Britain . 
I t onw proJil 

oppo 1l1011 to the 



whitt' r.nd hl11 tamp., 
t<l-d:n- r , in• nc-O!!•l;lion :n 

, H'n· !'on11t1·,. ,,f tlw l':lrlh. 
--Thi, nnd~, ho,,• l1t !!m11i•1g "n ,-..,n· 

h 11 111ltlf'. in tl11 first tw1•n1.,· :·,,ar of ih 
, ,i,ll·nc·,• " ,, ,,hi,• to h11\ h '- thn11 
:.;0.1~~1 d1111a111 .,f l:m,I i;, l'ali ,tnll' . 
Inn it t,11k ti,, p.11i,11c·,· ,,f th, J•• •oplt• 
to ,an~ on ~Par .,tu r ~• ar 111it1I to
da,· it 1, th, Jar.!• t 11 _I, 111 1-.:m·<•rn
iu~nt.11 la111l-p111, I, in..: ,, •••11 ~ in th 
,11,rld a 111.I tl1C' , op, t>I , ., ", 1 k to-cl.~
h 11101111111, llt,,I. T, ,I,~ th, n nrP 111,u
<ln•,I, ol , tl, 1111 • 11d , ,,lnnw thnt 
an• .. ,tnl li•lu ti nil I. 11<, l,o 1gl l h., ~ < 1r 

tlu 
th, 
111111 
Ill I 

<1111, T' ) I ti I• C' 
I Id It ii, II ( I h 

) < I < l.11111. J ''" 
hr·• - , . I, 

II ,I 111 111 
'I"'' t I r .. 11,.d 
I.! 1 I 1111dC' r
, )llllJIO• s. 
r , .u1ud on 
rk 1 .! ,1,1.! 

NO TIME TO RELAX . 

I I· 

till' 
,.,1 

T(lllt' 
II.( OI Zi11111,111 

Jj(I th111k I I, ,t 

a11<l 

t It< '-la lt 
ll I,, ,k 

h,1 -.. 
l, u1t1 J ~ 111 iu~ 
.\1 n o lj!ll 
a JI , a1 :q::n 
nit, r,• 1111n-<,111-
< al,·, Ill t )11 II' 
JIii• th,_ ,I 1'01111(1'. 
Th, l,0111~ 
ft .~1. 
th•• 
llw 

DANGEROUS POSITIO N, 

in 

two pownful g1 oup wl_1kh nrl' h_ard n
inl!. tlwr, i. d,•,· loping a fng;ht~ul 
do;!ll!nl i,111 of irn·<·onrilnhilit v "h1ch 
d,,, not alli!Ur "I'll for thl' pPac· of 
mankind. In tl11• lGth and litl, c·C'n-
111 ne the wt\rl,1 \\a· 111•r ·11adt-<l th. t 
ilw '"'rl.J 11111,t 111• ,-itlwr all ( at hohe 
or all l'rot<-,tant, and hlondy \\,tr: \\en• 
"ag, I 11111 ii thi irr,·<·mwtlah!t· doJ.!ma-

i-111 fo111 cl it ,ol11tio11 in 0011' form 
ol c·o111 111• 111i-C'. In tl11 · I th and lfl•h 
<• nt11n tl111•• wn tlu· ,1•e111inl!i~ irr -
, o 111t1,{l,J,, <ln)!ma1i,111 lwt\\l't'll 1·ap1tal-
1-111 and I. l,0111. and many r,•,ol11tio11.., 
,11HI 1..l,llw11 1a!!,cl u1111l a ,ornpro-
11 1 , "a• fo111ul on that ,ln!!tlla. 

''In Pllr , , 11111ry, 1111fnrl11n,1tdy. 
tl11 r, • 1, d,,, ),,p111g . 111•\\ <log:mati,111 

, , I' 111 •h 1ri.-·,rnnl 11,)e l11 t\\1·,•11 ('11111-
111 111 ,, ·.1111 1 J1011-l 01111111111i,111 dil'tatol • 
I ip 111! d, 1111 r., ~. ,,.,d 1111 :H'tinn ,, 

, !, a,111 • 1111r \\orld ap.,n. nri,,i:!nin:r 
, 11, l!ro 111 of l'""l'I" 1_,1111,t tlw oth•·r 
.1111! ) f, 1- 111 1·11111111,! f11,!l1tl11ll~ l• II,. 
.1 11,1 , \ 1•1, ,1t 11.1 1011 1 4')' ploit,·d h~ ont
' r h, nth, 1 gn, q, lo ,, , "hat .uh ,1111-
., •• - 11 , .,n dr,1\1 tn 11<'11 :!th II it, 
.. ~ ... ti,u u tli.,t t\tll 111, 0 ,11 1, • .uul 
d,11c 1.,ue <011•1 tl\ h:1, ha,! o ,,k 
1!1•,111 ,,, \\ 1111 ,h, 1:11, r ul th,• ),·ft ,\11<1 

11,1 11 •II, \\ 1th I Ito an•! l' n111t o. to 

I l ( 11.,:tl,, II ll I'·•-· 11111 ,_.1111 t tl11 
111, 11.11 ,, .,, it 1, !!,11 d tl11 .._,, i•·t B loc·. 
.\1ul 111 11,i, pohu .,! 11 1110111·,·rin!.., 
1)11 I i, 1!"'11.! 1111. tl11• litth , tat1• of 
l, 1,11 I "ill """'l all th, pn,t1'<·tio11 that 
rt, fri 11d, tl11011j!ho11t tlw \\orhl <·an 
'" • it Jtolitically. 

• 111 11, ""II (: ,,-1nm,•11t, thro11 h 
ti .. , ' tall• I), part111, 11. \\hi<-h l,a nP,· r 
1.,, 11 n, ndh lo onr rau ,. and hil'l1 
f11 q11, 11th Ir 1,I t" 1,. .. in·11111 , ·1•nt d b, 
p11l,)w pr,,.,un• a11.J !,., 111 JH•al to tlw 
( 111,•f 1; ,-.-11 tn·,•. tl11•1t• ha rll'n r lw •n 
., «111,i-t, 111 a111l po iti\'I• liru• o 1ard 
11, h<'<,11" thl'rt• hn al\\a~· l><'t'1t 01>
po I'll.! 1u-_.,,111t·, ,il int,•rt> t, ,ni inn
,1ry 1-:r1111p . 1111• \rah ·1at, . "111 h 
1011, d d,-, i:,11011 and ddom nnd z1~
za •1.d11~ of tl11• polit i<·nl lint 

" 111 thi 1h t11rht·o and 11nc·nta111 

m oth I part. of th world . 
"Thi i "hat I mean by not rf'lax-

ing. P olitical and t>c-onomie rda'(a-
tion i what th· .\ r· b , t,1t<• would 
hkt- to Pt•. Thi wo 1ld gin• tlll'm the 
opport1111ity .or a "1·m11l ro1111d. Thai; 
i what tlwv "a11t . Tl11·y wo11ld hkt• 
to i·C\ ha11ki11pt,·,· i1 ] ,rn !-.Ill 1•ro110-
111i< f'oll:11"-•' a11d that i, ,, h, th ,. Ii.I\ t• 
dela~, d 111·1kin!! p,·, ·<• 111 l ra I. 

SERIOUS ECONOMIC STR AI TS. 
• J 1.wl fillll, 11,, lf 10-<lay 1rr , no 1 

, .,1101111<' r,111 . Tinn• 1,-. i11tl t1011 Ill 
th,· c·11unt1~ . ' l hn, i, a d,.,..,ll dollar 
-h11rt11(!1•. T h,• r·it 7f 11 • ol (: 1, ll Bri
t.1i11 and )11, Iii it,,h En pin• , 1..:ht t,, 
k 1111,1 "·h,11 111, 1111 111,. ))oll.11 ,hm t
t(!t·, :111• 1101 1111i<1111• to thl' ,tat 0£ 
1 raPI. l,111 oth,•r tlllllltri,, lt,I\ • had 
tlw 111 Ip of tl11• .\I 11,l,all l'la11 .,nd l ,-
1.11 l ,h,l 111,t 11,t>h• 0111• 1·•·1111y fn1111 
it , ) , du! uht, 111 11 lonn 1111111 thl• 
l° llll• ,I "-tat, · hut 1l1i "ill l,a,·,, to 
he •• I ,i,I Th,, •'<-nnomic- tri11 •,·m·~· i 
<·a11 ,·d ln- th,• t, rrifi• i111111il,!1a111111 into 
tht• c·11111;t1T. It I an i1111••1\ ii,111-<l 
11111111:-:1 al i11;, \I 1111 h ,lo,·, nnt L:in!! \I it h 
11 tin,lllr·ial ,, . 11111•·• , ;ind , l1id1 h,1 
to l,c, hon,, <I. 111) f,·d . 11<1 • tl11~l a r 11 
!!I\ ,•11 he.alt h n,I , ,11\' \\", haH• 1111-
l"1,,·d 11pu11 hufl(lr 1 thou a11d 

111111 .. 111 h,·i1,_ .I., ,,. 11011 1bilit, of 
<·;11111g for :11101111·1 -i, l11111tln•d thou
... :, 11.I h11111a11 1,. 111~... 11t tl111· hort 
, .. a1 . a ,·olct ,a\ l111rii1 1 11 for an,· ·t.1t,•. 
·" "" tlu• ,J,•11, of ),rap) nn• 1;01 1·0111-
pl.1111111 •. 'fh y , 11·,·pt,·d thnt hnrd,·n 
l.!l nil) ,ind ,,. ith op, n e·~, . The~ rould 
h;iH• dom• \\ h,1 pr.11 t i,·al p1·oplP of the 
world miµ;ht haw ju tifi1'11-in 19-1 
wlu n ginn ind, p<•ndf'IH•I' t ht•y could 
ha,·,, aid, '11" lrnH• prohlem of our 
011 n . ,11• han• to our o\\ n hnn ,. 
in onh·r, 1\1' <·:1111111l , 111ha11a onr-
l'in· at th1· mom,•nt hv takin, in im

mil,!1,1111 "•' tl11·, , ct11ld i11"·•• t lo, d th,• 
doo1 . II th•·~· harl rlmlt' o tl11~· 110111'1 
hn, ,, h,·,·11 <111it, , .,Jj otf, J t n n•r oe-
1·11rn·cl to ,111:· of 111·111. it 11<.•,1•1· t•utpn•d 

It •ii' lllllHI \ t hi' n•n· nnt ,, th,,. 
pro11111lgate·d n law tllilt • tlw d 
1 1,11'! \\ 111 r 11mm op, n for any 
111~ part of t lw \\ orld \\ ho v, ,II 

1·01111> th1·11• .\ 11,l 111 n tl11·~ I 
that la\\ tl11 ~ kn .. ,, hat 1t 

••'th, 1, d.P nn1 Ju1 ltinn . 

\\oilrl in ,1hid1 w,• find 0111,dn , "'' 
h ,., to 1r-11rni11 pohti,·all~ al, rt a11<l 
1111,hrh ,,1. Our \\ork I not m,-r and 
th, 11111• J!l',.at fri1·1Hl of tl11 littlP 1·ot111-
t1 ~ lo-ti•~ n1HI h,• m•Nl fri1•11d in 
th,• ,odd Utt o 1• el,•p, nd.thl" tri1•11d 
1'111t ti" httl, ,1 ,, of I rad ha. m 
1111• \\oilrl i th,, , l ,·\IJ h pt•llpi<•. ]f 
th ,It" , f th .. f11·1• aud d,·mn<•rnti<· 
1·1111111111 "ill 1<"11·11 ho" to 11tili t• thC'ir 
ii •lit :1 f1t•f' l"iti.u-11 , to pu1k np 
fur , Jt,. JII t ,111d 111111 ,ti 011 all q11,• tin11 

1111·1111 to t hl'111: t n·d11c·1•d t nd· 
livin)t. 1-r,m,h d 111•11 in" ,·ond 
ratior1in~. <'fr T h(•~ ur n•1 ., inlt-lli

0

: 

~• nt folk II ho an• runninR; thl' 'ta <' 
of I HI<'!. " It< n tlw. 11101111ilgnt1·d tit•• 
la\\ th,· • k111 \\ 11 hnt 11 ,,,11t1d nwnn 

lll1t 1) and 1, li1.:io11 , 
\\ 1 h tu II .t, m 011 t of t hP 
'-lntr• ot 01111 I' ,. t. )') 11 ll 
1 a I o r1111 . \ 1 h 
Jtrnl ),,n, (an , . 

I 111,I. l111r11li,,I a11,l 
. \111 I ll•lllg< I' Ille ltl Ji 
c l'nl, t111" • . 11d 111 
I, 1111111 tlmt, mi111 
' I d ,\\ 1,· nm! r"11111 . 
hom,<l Im I 1 ,,,) . 
pa , thro1111,h thr 

Oil 

1 P•'<'iull) <111 thi •'"" 1 h q11c lion; 1f 
th"~ ,, ill l1•11rn to hri11 • to h ar IIJKm 

"1"'1, ,!, ,-r 1011 nre 111 d,•, 
1 IH ,le•\\ pf tlw \ ' 11it1-<l 

..J1 "ill 1·011t i11111• to I tlu• 
1\\1•1 111 d, t,·1111111i11~ thl' poh i-

utun, of t t•I • 1f 
t I It ., ('\\ I h ( • • I ; II d 
fru111 <loinµ; 11 
tl111~ Ill ,. 
! )11 In II JI 
Ill II 
Ill 1 
Irr 
1ft J 

to th1•111, to tl11•11 " · 11<! 
11·11 nnd hm111· . d1cl 
111td lonkl'd 111 
of tlw ,11·\\1 It 
I 1111•! \\ n <'1 r 
)11'0)11,', 1'11 Ill• <I I 
th<•) hop1·d ,, o 1ld 
!IOL \\ nt t 
\\ 111 
" JI · 
d o 
th 

full well that p ac will bring with it 
the r op ning of tradl'. But th y ar 
pr par d for war. and if th r \"l'r 
1·<>ffil' anoth r war th y will ' ·m it. 
T ht•,· will not h dr i,·t>n into th a. 
TIil'~- ar tht•rl' to tay. 

"They art> afr, 1<! of ·onomie collap o 
und ht>~ i wht>r<' w can lwlp tlwm 
II\ our <·ontrih11tion to the J .• -. F ., 
l<;an stll h a· Wf' an• trying to rai e 
in thP l" "- . nnd µ;rant-. rom Govern
m• nt : p:ntir ularly \\ C' <'illl <lo . o by 
indl\ idual ,J.,,, im e ... ti11g ,om of th •ir 
own re,ourc·, ,. om • ol thc>ir hrain 
into I he• <, ,momi<· •1phui)ding of our 
<·ountry. \\·111 n I tl11nk \\ h.,t tl11• ,JC'w • 
ha,·p do111 for th,• run, d "- t 111• in ti! 
11ph111ldi11p; ot th<• t-011ntr\". ,·ith thC'ir 
mitiatin•. 1•11 ,•rpri,!' a.id tlll'1r kno\\
how. th,·ir .-i 1011 - l would lik" to 
111or • and mort• ol that hrou~ht 111u1 
1 ra,•l-111d1nrl11al .J, ,1 m,1ki111-: indi,i
cl11al inn ,u111·11t, ot ,·It and ,nh ta:H·• 
and J hop,• that <·1111•lit1011 will ht' ,111'11 
111 hrad a, to \\1 •)1·0111,· pri,.,t • in,· 
tor. 111to l ,r:11 I 

FIRST RESPONSIBIL ITY . 
"Th,· fir t 1,·,111•11..,1l>1ht_,. !If l-1 a1•l 

tn-d,I\ 1, to h111ld a t t•· .111,l not to 
h11ild. ,,H"tilli,111. .\ t tit<• IIHlllll'llt. 
\\ht•a "" 11:l\1 t, hrml,! .1 tl,011,,111d 
.It'\\ a cl :I\. ,., l'r~ d ,1y, rntu th • Janel 
n11d intt•.!r:ttl' thP111 mto th1• , conumi" 
hf,, 11I tlw 1·011111ry. ,.,,•ry ,•11cn11ra~l'-
1111•111 ,honld l,p giH•1· to pri\"a capi-
tal 10 <•0111 imo the .-01111try. Th 
" ork i.., rwt rl >,11 poht1!'al1~· and e,·o
r uni, ,ill~ \\"c> rlan• not alhrn an~ P1·0-
11rn11i!' ,·ollap,1 ll o\\ t,111 "" lal'1' thf' 
\\oriel~ II , 11 \\{' hnH' 111,I to th,• 
world. •(;I\., 11, th,· rhann and"'' \\tll 
... 1t,m ,nu "l1.1t kind o a '- t t,• '" "111 
h11ild.: Tiu 1, th, ,11.._ 111 (•1 t th:1t w, 
11,1 I 11111,t .tr« tin•ly Ill th r11 1t,d :--. . -
1w 1 ThPy han •inn i-. t "' d anr 
Tht• '- t:1t1• i, h,•n•. Tl tnt1 i, ~Olli;! 
ti, n ll!h ;!ran• trouhl, W t ,1t an• 11 •' 
go111µ; to do aho11t it O \\·, will ... 1.rnd 
hv that -.. 1 te 1111t1l 1t he, lll , , ,tron~. 
,; <·nrl' and '"' hnn• 110 1nh n ion of 
"1tl11lraw111g 11 1r lwlp. 

•· It took .\ n 1•ri<·a 111111! 1 ;11 
,·om,· -,.)f- 11,t 111i11:,t; 11n11l th 'II 
\\,l n tit htor II, t1, II. (, n \\ ' (WC 
),nwl to lw,·0111c t•lt- 11pportmg \I 1th111 
tl11, ,. "'' r • \\" "111 not cm!\" c n
tin111• ~1111' .., 1pport ol l ,ra •I 1;,tt ,\e 
1111i...t 111aintni11 a t 11 n~ dia n-, !in!· 
111 th,• 1)111 pma .. \ w1,1kP1wd Din porn 
ult1111ut ·h· 111 an \\ Pak1 n d 1 ra I. 
TI1e 1111q>o e of th( 1 tahli hnwnt of 
tlw "- l,1 of ) ..,nil I "a to tr ·n.::th n 
and 1,11r111ali , • .Jn, i,h hf,. nil o,· r tl11• 
\\orld nut to 1\1•,1 ·pn 1t. l t '\\&. to 
)11 lp 11, 111 our 11n·I\ al a pl'OJII 
in 111111 out 1d1• of I rap) " 

THE DIASPORA . 
In t·ond i...mn. lfahh1 1htr tr 1d 

thP i11111111 ta11<· • 1 I tn .1 •thl'ni1 • ,h w
i ... h lifl' 111 t 111• D ia porn. Ev1•n "lwn 
thPn• or< :~ I milli, n in ] ru I in 
t hi' 111· t gl'n •ration llll'r \\ oulcl till 
n·main million ,,f ,hw Jinn~ in otlwr 
pail ol th,• \\Orl1l flu .J1•1d h 
,·01111111111iti,, lh·111g 011t,id1• c,f I ra I 
c·1111ld 1,•marn .J ,•11 i h ml r11•, ti,·l' 11(1 
n~·,•tn• timul,lltnn !rom I r Pl • nd 
'l\l' tin 11lati11n to I r wl did the 
propl11·1' from ll ,1h, 11111 111 hihlical 
time , n t o tl11• ·grPa n1ltur I 
ad1i1 n·m1•11t of 011r J •opl 1rom 
land of ,h•\\1 h c1111111111n 1t 1d 
P ait• ti1w 0111d ph ad . for tht•!n 

Hnhh1 1h ·r. 
and nuhll' J , 
II h •Ip 1t Ill 
11·1111omir, I 
11Hl nohh 
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• RABBI • SILVER DELIVERS. ''EXPLOSIVE"· 
ADDRESS IN JOHANNESBURG, , ASSAILS 

MAPAI, BEN GURION "My guess is that Ben Gurion 
will be coming out at Congress 
in favour of a charter for the 
Zionist Organisation, because of 
the pressure exerted upon him 
from all quarters - including 
sections of his own ,party-against 
the position he took up in 
America." 

Alleges Use Of Shekel As ''Cunning Tool 
For Minority To Become Majority'' Rabbi Silver then went into an 

analysis of the present issue be
tween the General Zionists and the 
Progressives in Israel. He said there 
was no essential difference on policy 
between the two groups; only 
personalities were preventing the 
reunion of the General Zionist 
forces from which the so-called Pro
gressives had seceded. He was 
happy to see • that the General 
Zionists of South Africa had joined 
those of America and other coun
tries in appealing for a reunion of 
the two sections in Israel. 

Why General Zionists And 
Mizrochi Abstained From Israel 

Congress Election 
A CROWDED Banqueting Room at the Carlton Hotel, 

Johannesburg, last Friday listened in tense silence as 
Rabbi Abba Hillel SiTver delivered the most explosive address 
of his South Afr.ican tour, assailing Ben Gurion and the 
Mapai, attacking the basis of Israel's two-to-one representa
tion at the coming World zjonist Congress, and alleging the 
abuse of the Shekel as " 'Cunning tool for a minority to 
become a major.ity." The ecasion was Dr. Silver's appear
ance as guest speaker at tne Johannesburg Zionist Associa
tion's Luncheon Club. 'The association is affiliated to the 
United General Zionist Party, and the leader of General 
Zionism in America utilised the occasion to expound the 
General Zionist attitude and explain why Israel's General 
Zionists had refused to participate in the recent Congress 
elections. ,_ 

:i\lTr. Israel Dunsky, Chairman of 
the United General Zionist Party. 
presided, and warmly welcomed 
Rabbi Silver as the outstanding 
leader of General Zionism in the 
Diaspora. 

Rabbi Silver, rising amids; 
applause, said he had been criti
cilsed by some people for not having 
engaged in polemics in his platform 
addresses here. 

" I came to South Africa on a 
n on-partisan mission for the Jewish 
National Fund," he said, "and I did 
not think it appropriate to make 
a partisan address from that plat
for m . To-day, however, I am on a 
General Zionist platform, and will 
speak my mind freely from the 
Gentral Zionist point of view. 
f " I do not anticipate, as some do. 
any fireworks at the forthcominf 
\Vorld Zionist Congress. I rather 
thin k that, given goodwill, it will 
be a fairly harmonious Congress. 
The basic issues on which there. 
w ere such sharp difference up to 
n ow are beginning to yield to a 
greater degree of like-mindedness. 
I expect a strong and unified world 
Zionist movement to come out of 
the Congress. 

Unfortunate Controversy 
"The controversy we have just 

w itnessed over the future ot 'fhe 
World Zionist movement could well 
n ot have taken place. Common
seme should have dictated that all 
sides should have upheld the 
principle of a strong Zionist move
ment. It was only shortsighted 
p olitical partisanship which cata
pulted this issue _onto the scene, to 
the hurt of our followers and the 
weakening of the Zionist movemem 
in· the Diaspora. 

" Three years ago Zionists in 
A merica were working togethe1 
h ar moniously. All sections were 
co-operating on the Zionist Emer
gency Council, of which I had the 
p rivilege of being Chairman up to 
the establishment of the Jewish 
State. American Zionists had 
succeeded in mobilising the support 
of Jews and non-Jews in the U.S.A. 
'Ih is was a big achievement. You 

ust r emember that not all of 
fu erican Jewrx is Zionist. Large 

numbers are not. The fortunate 
situation which you enjoy in South 
Africa never existed, and does not 
n ow exist, in the United States. 

"But the Zionists of America 
succeeded in mobilising large 
m asses behind the Jewish State. 
Th is mobilisation left the Zionist 
organisation in America in a most 
enviable position, and we could 
h ave carried on from there. If that 
h ad been the case, there would not 
have taken place that ·backwash 
and diminution that has occurred 
in the last three years. 

"Unfortunately, the dominant 
political party in Israel was not 
pleased with the strengtW of 
Zionism in the United States 
which was predominantly Generai 
Zionist. ( If it had been pre
dominantly Mapai, the whole 
dtuation would have been 
different.) Efforts were made to 
minimise the importance of the 
contribution which American 
Zionists have made to the estab
li~hment of the State of Israel; 

Zionist organisations in the United 
States were by-passed; an attempt 
was made to dislodge Zionists 
from leading positions in fund
raising organisations, and this re
sulted in my resignation and that 
of others from the Jewish Agency. 

Serious Repe~cussions 
"Non-Zionist bodies were wooed. 

When, for example, a most impor
tant statement had to be made by 
the Prime Minister of Israel, con
cerning the relationship between 
Israel and Jews outside Israel-a 
statement which should have been 
made through Zionist channels-it 
was made to the leader of the non
Zionist American Jewish Committee, 
thus showing that the Governmen t 
of Israel was more interested in the 
non-Zionists than the Zionists of 
America. This had . serious reper
cussions. The State Department in 
Washington, which has never wel
comed the representations of 
Zionists, took due note of the posi
tion and were pleased about it. It's 
always easier for them to deal with 
non-Zionis ls than with Zionist~ 
Zionists take a firm line, where the 
non-Zionists are always open to 
compromise. For example, just be
fore the proclamation of Israel, the 
U.S. State Department succeeded in 
getting Proskauer and his section 
in the American Jewish Committee, 
plus a few Zionists, to ask the 
leaders of the Jewish Agency not 
to proclaim the Jewish State but to 
substitute a new trusteeship. It wa~ 
only because of the unswerving re
sistance of American Zionist leaders 
that this move was frustrated. 

" The pressure against the Zionist 
Organisation went on. An effort 
was made-and successfully up to 
now-to put the 2'.:ionist Organisa
ion into the position of being just 

'Jne of many Jewish groups with 
which the State of Israel, at its 
choice, could or could not deal. This 
was a sharp reversal of Herzlian 
Zionism, and the principle of 
Kibbush Hakehillot. 

"All this came to a head with the 
1isit of the Prime Minister of 
[srael to the United States. The 
Prime Minister never once men 
tioned the word Zionism in his 
American addresses. He did not 
pay a single word of tribute to the 
work which American Zionists have 
done. That wasn't accidental. The 
Prime Minister himself explained 
. hat he did it deliberately. He told 
::i gathering of American Zionist 
leaders before he left that American 
Zionis ts did not speak for American 
Jewry. 

"The last time I heard that was 
from the mouth of the Chairman 
of the anti-Zionist American 
Council of Judaism, Lessing 
Rosenwald. That was his con
tention. And here the Prime 
Minister of Israel was proclaiming 
it from the house-tops! 

"Liquidation of Zionism" 
1' Mr. Ben Gurion said Zionists 

must not become a wall between 
American Jewry and Israel. The 
only wall I know Zionists to have 
formed in the United States was a 
wall against the enemies of Israel
a wall which has slood in defence 
of the in teres.ts of Israel. 

"Then he proceeded to give a 
new definition of what Zionism is. 
He said a Zionist was one who went 
personally to settle in Israel. Inter
preted in common parlance, this 
implies that those who do not settle 
in Israel cannot be called Zionists: 
it would imply, in short, the liquida
tion of Zionism in the United States. 

"Finally, Mr. Ben Gurion said 
that the tasks of the Zionist move
ment should be limited to the 
propagation of Hebrew and a sort 
of Chalutziut. All the other work Party Non-Party Issue 
-fund-raising, political work, the Finally, said Rabbi· Silver, he 
important work of Aliyah and thought he should say a few words 
Hityashvut 'in Israel-should be left on the party non-party i~sue which, 
in other hands. he was told, had become a con-

" The reaction to this speech in siderable one in South Africa. 
America - where many of our 
Zionists have been in the ranks as "The one non-party group- in 

Zionism has always been tpe 
long as or even longer than the General Zionists," he declared. "The 
Prime Minister of Israel - was a 
most violent one. At the convention World ZioniSt Orga1;1isa_tion beg~n 

of t~e Zionist ?rganisation of f~ea c:~~~~a~7 t~~:n~~!;~~~~ !~~~~ 
A~enc? a resolutwn was - adopted.- · -those who wanted to see a socialist 
which m so many words negated State, and those who wanted to see 

a concentration on religious issues 
-broke away and formed parties. 
They were at first small units. But 
they exerted increasing political 
pressure, until the tail began to 
wag the dog-until the major group 
within Zionist ranks became the 
smallest in influence, and the 
minority through their parties began 
to control the Zionist central bodies. 
All the funds went through their 
hands. True, they did not use them 
exclusively for their own interests 
-but they did not ignore their 
interests, I can assure you. 

"In this constellation of forces. 
the middle group of General Zionists 
was at a dfsadvantage, and that is 
why they finally decided to organise 
on the same basis as others and 
become a party. 

"We General Zionists are not 
enamoured of parties. But as long 
as parties continue, it would bt 
suicidal for the General Zionists 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER to disband as a party. 

the whole position taken up by Mr. 
Ben Gurion. That resolution wa. 
adopted unanimously. The same 
applies to the reaction among 
members of o her Zionist "~r•ip• 
and practically the entire Jewish 
Press. 

" I noticed that some of your 
papers quoted what the 'Jewish 
Daily Forward' in New York had 
to say in defence of Mr. Ben 
Gurion. I am surprised. Those 
who know the ' Forward' know 
that for years it was the most 
bitter opponent of Zionism and 
the Jewish State. Since the 
proclamation of Israel, the 'For
ward,' like so many others, has 
climbed on the bandwagon, and 
has arrogated to itself the right to 
speak on Zionist affairs. But it 
was alone in the American Jewish 
Press in supporting Ben Gurion. 

Exploitation of Shekel 
"I see that Dr. Dobkin has now 

come out in favour of single Zionist 
organisations in the Diaspora. Ii 
sounds pretty good, coming from 2 

member of Mapai. But it's not as 
Kosher as it sounds. Dr. Dobkin 
has made it clear that what he 
suggests does not preclude party 
organisation in the Diaspora 
Secondly, he wants membership of 
1hese single Zionist organisations to 
be on the basis of the Shekel. 

"We can never agree to a 
membership based on the Shekel. 
The Shekel has been used as a 
very cunning tool for a minority 
to become a majority before Con -
gress. Various Zionist groups 
have purchased b Io ck s of 
Shekalim to secure votes. That 
is not membership of the Zionist 
Organisation. That is a political 

"N Q h B d " manoeuvre, responsible for tht 
O t er O Y scandalous position which forced 

"American Zionists want a con- the General Zionists and the 
tinued strong Zionist movement- Mizrachi to abstain from 
because Israel imperatively needs recent Congress elections in Israel. 
it. There is no other body that can "I am in favour of federations 
)r is prepared to take over the taskf of Zionist organisations-but com 
of the Zionist movement. The World posed on the basis of Zionist 
Zionist Organisation doesn't want to membership, on Zionist work done 
')e an exclusive organisation, keep- from one year's end to ano.her. The 
ing other Jews out of the field. It principle of the federation of all 
never claimed that. But it want, parties is a sound one (I urged i. 
to be, as its work entitles it to be. • myself three years ago in relation 
the central force in Jewish life in rn extending the work of !ht 
relation to Israel. And for that it American Zionist Emergency Coun 
needs an authority and status it can cil), but it is only practicable on thE: 
get only from the Government of basis of the actual strength of al' 
Israel. If it does not get that status. Zionist groups . 
Israel will lose more and more vi 1a 1 

" I think that what you have ' 
support in the Diaspora. It would here in South Africa, with proper 
be a tragic mistake for the Govern- modifications, might serve a, ;-
ment of Israel to think that the non- basis for the future form of Zion is 
Zionist support will continue in- organisations. 
defini '. ely. The recession on thi, "The whole question of th 
~ector has, in fact, started already. Shekel requires overhauling Cer 
The only group in Jewish life tha· tainly the present position. in whicL 
has so far unfailingly shoulderec, Zionists in Israel have a two 10 om 
its responsibilities, rendering patien vote, is ridiculous. The centre o 
and loyal service day after day, ha gravity of the Zionist Organisation 
been the Zionists-the people wh ,;hould be in the Diaspora. not in 
render the service in America which Israel. What sense is there in 
you render here in South Africa." practically half of the delegates a 

Rabbi Silver said it was not a Congress coming from Israel '? ,. 
question whether or not the Zionis Rabbi Silver concluded by stating 
Organisation received some special that if General Zionists would p : ess 
charter-although the man who hac' hese ideas at Congress, he was 
fit·st suggested the charter idea had convinced they would carry the 
been Ben Gurion. It was the ques- Congress. 
tion of recognising its authority tc Mr. L. Freeman, Chairman of the 
peak in the Diaspora in relation to Johannesburg Zionist Associa,ion. 

Israel. proposed the vote of -thanks. 

r,., £_ 

Sou,11 J~,cllH k1s11 /;/V/£S 



RABBI SILVER ADDRESSING THE I.U.A. WORKERS' RALLY IN JOHANNESBURG ON SUNDAY NIGHT. 

"No Jewish Community Can Afford 
To Relax" 

RABBI SILVER ADDRESSES I.U.A. 
WORKERS 

RABBI ABBA lilLLEL SIL VER delivered a stirring 
address to a rally of Johannesburg and Reef Isr~li 

United Appeal workers, which took place in the Ballroom 
of the Carlton Hotel, Johannesburg, on Sunday night. The 
large gathering included workers from Pretoria, the Reef, 
Vereeniging, and many · smaller places in the Transvaal', and 
a remarkable spirit prevailed. 

Mr. L. Tager, National Chairman 
f>f the I.U.A., presided, and ex
tended a warm welcome to Rabbi 
and Mrs. Silver, and all the 
workers. He appealed to Johannes
burg workers to give up one or 
more days during the next few. 
weeks in order to finalise the 
Campaign in Johannesburg, as 
approximately 4,000 people who 
contributed in the last campaign 
have not yet made their contribu
tions to the present one. 

Rabbi Silver said that he was 
happy to be amongst I.U.A. 
workers, because he was happy to 
see the fulfilment of an ideal. . "It 
is only in the actual doing of a 
thing that one can claim a sense 
of spiritual satisfaction," he said. 

"It is fo:i;tunate that we have a 
State of Israel today," he con
tinued. There was no difference 
whether one was a Zionist or not 
2. Zionist. Before 1948 one could 
be a non-Zionist, but today we had 
our own State and we had no 
definition for a non-Zionist. 

"No Jewish community can 
afford to relax in view of the 
colossal needs of the State of 
Israel," he said. "We could do 
much better, although we have 
been doing quite well. 

"Cannot Stop Midway" 
"When the story will be told one 

clay of the first and second world 
wars to 1951, of the help and 
relief brought to our brethren 
from Europe and of the upbui!ding 
of the State of Israel, I think it 
will be a very difficult chapter. I 
I think that if we look into our 
inmost hearts, we will come to 
the conclusion that we have not 
done everything we could do," de
clared Rabbi Silver. "It is impos
sible to stop midway in this great 
historic enterprise. The Jews in 
Israel entered a war to defend 
their rights, relatively unprepared, 
militarily badly prepared. They 
entered the war not only because 
they had no other chance, but 
because they were determined to 
achieve their ideal. They felt that 
behind them were vast reserves 
on which they could draw in their 
truggle. 'I'hey made the major 

sacrifices. Naturally, the contri
butions from the Diaspora were 
not negligible: they were very 
important indeed. 

"It is in the same confidence that 
the Jews of Israel will rely on the 
Jewish people throughout the 
world. They cannot handle their 
problems without the Jews in the 
Diaspora. How else can they think 
of absorbing 200,000 refugees a 
year? With what? They naturally 
count on the Jewish people out
side Israel, on their sense of 
solidarity, to help them with their 
.:ountless problems. 

"We have not helped them as 
much as we could and should, 
or their problems would not be 
·o serious today in Israel. 'Cnless 
we help them more than we did 
Pconomically, conditions in Israel 
will worsen from day to clay. 

"A young country with few 
natural resources, with over
whelming problems: 20,000 to 
30,000 penniless new immigrants 
per month. Without help it would 
mean disaster. We do not want 
that to happen. I would still like to 
find one Jew who has given to the 
I.U.A. and has foregone a single 

item of luxury on account of his 
contribution. What we are asking 
people is to make a respectable 
contribution, but not a sacrifice: 
that is something which our people 
in Israel are doing," Rabbi Silver 
said. 

"We must not permit ourselves 
to lose sight of this heroic adven
ture - a drive of historic memo
ries and the lure of hope. If the 
Jews all over the world, in the 
countries where they are favoured 
with comparative prosperity, will 
remain keenly alert to the signifi
ance and loyal to our heritage, 
then the work which still needs to 
be done will be done," concluded 
Rabbi Silver. 

Mr. Harry Cohen, Chairman of 
the :Johannesburg Central Com
mittee, thanked Rabbi Silver for 
his moving address. The response 
to the Appeal for workers to go 
out in the next few days was good, 
and Mr. Cohen appealed to the 
public to accord the workers the 
respect and reception which they 
deserve. 

"EXPLOSIVE" 
ADDRESS 
LAST Friday, at the 

Hotel, Rabbi Silver 
what was perhaps the 
plosiYe" address that we h: 
heard from a visiting Zioni 
in South Africa. This w 
Silver's first "partisan" 
In his previous speeches 
himself pointed out -
devoted himself to propag" 
cause of the Jewish Natio 
(the object of his missio 
country) and had .steered 
party issu-es. But at the 
burg Zionist Associatio 
cheon Club he spoke u 
auspices of the Genera 
Party and as the leader 
party in America, he doub 
that it was the ap 
occasion to deliver a part~ 
He a!';sailed the Mapai ( 
that is wagging the 
Is1rael"); he railed aga· 
Gnrion ("he 12roclaims t 
of the anti-Zioiists from t 
tops"); and he denlored th 
in which the Shekel w 
used for party political 
("a cunning tool for the 
to become a majority.") 

Rabbi Silver's address 
a mixed reception. Some 
who attended the recept 
irritated and angered at 
harl said; others suppo , 
wholeheartedly, reasonin. 
a General Zionist leader 
nerfectly entitled to his 
view. and that there was 
why his attitude should 
a secret from South 
Jewry. 

Here are some comme 
countered:-

A Revisionist: "Becau• 
Silver. and because he is 
Zionist, he can say what 
But if any Revisionist lea 
a man like Beigin - had 
sp-:-ak this way from a J 
burg platform, he would 
have been hooted down." 

Another Rev[sionist: 
with most of what Ra 
said, and I feel that my 
<'Very 'I'Nlson to be gratef 
he could not have se 
cause better had he be 
our own propagandists 
out here and paid for b 
party." 

A non-party mcmbe~ 
audience: "I did not thi 
possible for an accredit 
leader to come out wit 
violent attack on the I 
,,rnment. This is the sort 
that could ~rupt our lo 
Movement. Rabbi Silver 
impression that there is 
war between Israel and 
Zionism." 

Yet another comment: 
obviously a large measu 
sonal strife between Silv 
Gurion, and now the 
Rabbi from Ame'rica h 
this personal issue onto 
basis and has tried to 
his auarrel with Ben G 
essence the quarrel be 
Diaspora and Israel. Mos 
Zionists prefer not to qu 



"EXPLOSIVE" 
ADDRESS 
LAST Friday, at the Carlton 

Hotel, Rabbi Silver delivered 
what v:as perhaps the most "ex
plosive" address that we have ever 
heard from a visiting Zionist leader 
in South Africa. This was Rabbi 
Silver's first "partisan" a<ldress. 
In his previous speeches - as he 
himself pointed out - he had 
devoted himself to propagating the 
cause of the Jewish National Fund 
(the object of his mission in this 
country) and had .steered clear of 
party is-rues. But at the Johannes
burg Zionist Association's Lun
cheon Club he spoke under the 
auspices of the General Zicnist 
Party and as the leader of that 
party in America, he doubtless felt 
that it was the appropriat(! 
occasion to deliver a party address. 
He assailed the Mapai ("the tail 
that is wagging the dog in 
Iserael"); he railed against Ben 
Gnrion <"he rroclaims the words 
of the anti-ZioJ\l"!ts from the house
tops"); and he denlored the manner 
in which the Shekel was bein'g 
used for party political purposes 
<"a cunning tool for the minority 
to become a majority.") 

Rabbi Silver's address m 0 t w'tli 
a mixed reception. Some of those 
who uttended the reception were 
irritated and anirered at what he 
harl said; others supportert him 
wholeheartedly, reasoning that as 
a Gcnl'ral Zionist leader he was 
nerfectly entitled to his point of 
view. and that there was no reason 
why his attitude should be kept 
a secret from South African 
Jewry. 

Herc are some comments I en
countered: 

A Revisionist: "Because he is 
Silver, and because he is a General 
Zionist, he can say what he likes. 
But if any Revisionist leader - sav 
a man lil~e Beigin - had dared to 
sp0ak this way from a. Johannes
burg platform, he would probably 
have been hooted down." 

Another Revlsionist: "I agree 
with most of what Rabbi S;lvcr 
!'laid, and I feel that my party has 
every 'l'l'n!'lon to be grateful to him: 
he could not have served our 
cause better 1\aa ne been . one cf 
bur own propagandists, brought 
out here and paid for by our own 
party." 

A non-prirty member of the 
audience: "I did not think it was 
possible for an accredited Zionist 
leader to come out with such a 
violent attack on the Israel Gov
•~rnment. This is the sort of address 
that could J!:'.;rupt our local Zionist 
Movement. Rabbi Silver gives the 
impression that there is an open 
war between Israel and Diaspora 
Zionism." 

Yet another comment; ''There is 
obviously a large measure of per
sonal strife between Silver and Ben 
Gurion, and now the venerable 
Rabbi from America has brought 
this personal issue onto a general 
basis and has tried to prove that 
his quarrel with Ben Gurion is in 
essence the quarrel between tht 
Diaspora and Israel. Most Diaspora 
Zionists prefer not to quarrel with 
Israel but to co-operate with it to 
the full. in its present grea.t 
struggle to consolidate its?:!lf as a 
State." 

Typical of the opinion expressed 
by those who reacted positively to 
Rabbi Silver's address is this com
ment: "Rabbi Silver is a g,reat 
Zionist who has played a leading 
".lcirt in t:-ie movement for manv 
years. He is an authority o~ 
Zionist -polit;cs, and he has the 
courage to state the position as he 
sees it. We need more such honest 
'lnd forthright leaders. \\'it'1 the 
establishment of Israel, it was in
~v'tablc that there would be 
divlslon among Diaspora Jews as 
el'gards their attitude to and their 
1('-nands oo the new State, and 
R".hbi Silver's sentiments are in 
,grePmcnt with a considerable 
sei::ticn of Diaspora Zionism. Does 
South African Zionism only like 
to hear . the nice happy things 
about its movement and the 
Jewish State in Israel? Sur~ly we 

must listen also to the other side 
of the story. \Ve must take a 
c:rltical inter,,st in Zioni~t affairs 
othe1·wisc, we are '£-s-d' Zionists, 
with no true part in the move-

TH1:. 
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THE COUNCIL MEETING 
DESPITE dislocations in transport the meeting of the S.A. 

Zionist Council held during the week-end attracted a large 
attendance. The agenda consisted of one topic only. It was de
voted to the relations between the Zionist movement and Israel 
and to a number of other problems regarding the brganisational 
structure of the movement which have come to the fore in 
recent months in view of the forthcoming World Zionist 
CongTess. 

It was generally felt at the meeting that on broader policy 
the South African delegation could speak in one voice and the 
resolutions adopted by the Council have indeed shown a measure 
of agreement on most major issues. 

Firstly, they stressed the need for a strong Zionist move
nient in the diaspora. Normally, this might be regarded as 
labouring· the obvious, yet it had to be emphasised for two 
reasons: firstly, because a recent speech by Mr. Ben Gurion has 
been interpreted, rightly or wrongly, as tending· to minimise the 
importance of the Zionist movement as the major force in the 
upbuilding of Israel; secondly, it is realised-and this point was 
elucidated very clearly by one of the speakers at the Council 
meeting-that if the Zionist movement becomes strong and well 
organised it would be impossible for anyone in Israel to ignore 
it as might have been the case in the past. 

The resolution reg·arding the strengthening of the Zionist 
movement will require further elaboration at Congress. Our 
delegates would do well to prepare and submit to Congress 
sugg·estions as to how this strengthening of the movement can be 
achieved. We feel that this must not be left to each territorial 
organisation. The movement itself, instead of working in water
tight compartments, should evolve an overall scheme for the 
entire Jewish world providing· for the extension of the organisa
tion throug·h large scale and united propaganda and enlighten
ment. 

Another resolution adopted by the Council asserts 
principle which is shared by all parties, that the movement 
must be recognised by the state as the agent of world Jewry in 
the upbuilding of Israel. This again will largely depend on the 
strength of the organisation in all parts of the world, as well as 
on the g·oodwill displayed by the Israel Government. There is 
one important point that is being overlooked in the controversy 
regarding Mr. Ben Gurion's speech. He had stated clearly that 
he was speaking in his personal capacity and that some of his 
views are not shared even by his own colleagues. We are 
satisfied that on the whole the people of Israel and their leaders 
are aware of that sense of brotherhood which exists between 
them and the Zionist movement. Through the platform of the 
Congress they should further be made a ware of the importance 
of the maintenance of a strong Zionist organisation both for 
Israel and for the diaspora. 

Finally, the Council affirmed its belief in the need for 
territorial federations in various parts of the world. In this 
respect the South African Zionist Federation is being held out 
as a model to other territories. We hope that our deleg·ation will 
exercise its influence on all delegates both throug·h their various 
parties and from the g·eneral platform of the Congress for the 
attainment of this goal. Based on the experience of South 
Africa, such federations must be org·anised so as to be able to 
take over the major activities of Zionism. We fear that there 
might be a tendency to adopt the federation idea in principle 
and to establish loosely bound federations which will exist on 
paper only and will leave the position as it was in the past, with 
each section pulling its own way. 

The Council has further affirmed the principle of demo
cratic elections, based on the shekel or on some other agreed 
form of franchise. Dr. Silver in the course of his remarks refer
red to the difficulties of holding such elections in the United 
States. We must emphasise, however, that there can be no sub
stitute for a democratic vote -in order to determine the compo
sition of cong·ress and of each territorial Federation. Given the 
necessary good will, the various federations eithe~ individually 
or jointly could work out a system of elections which should 
be neither costly nor cumbersome. 

Incidentally, while referring to Rabbi Silver we wish to pay 
tribute to the contribution which he has made to the delibera
tions of the Council. His presence and his addresses served a 
most valuable purpose. We have learned to know and to under
stand the attitude and the position of our biggest organisation 
in the world. Our delegates will therefore be able to come to 
CongTess with a clearer mind on the various issues involved, 
and our local public will better be able to understand the dis
cussions .at the forthcoming· Congress. 

The addresses at the Council _meetings marked the con
cluding phase of Dr. Silver's activities in this country. In sum
marising his work here we say without hesitation that he has 
made a distinct contribution to the Zionist movement in this 
country. Many thousands of people in all parts of South Africa 
came to hear him and his oratory has helped to stimulate not 
only the work of the J.N.F., but many other branches of our 
:work. 

RABBI SILVER TELLS I.U.A. WORKERS 

''Dangerous 
Complacent'' 

To Beco:ne 

ADDRESSING I.U.A. workers 
at the CiJ.rlton Hotel on Sun

day Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver gave 
wa;nlng of the economic collapse 
which threatens Israel and of the 
disastrous consequences for all 
Jews if full and immediate finan
cial support is not given the St3:te. 

"If all the Jews in South Africa 
were to look into their inner hearts 
they would have to admit that 
they have not given enough in 
face of the terrific emergency that 
exists. In the United States, too, 
we have not been niggardly, but 
we could do better. The conse
quences which may follow our 
failure to do our very best, will be 
disastrous not only to Israel, but 
to the Diaspora as well," he said. 

"What kind of a 'ponim' would 
we have if Israel collapsed?" 
Rabbi Silver went on. "We said 
to UN 'give us a chance. Remove 
the political difficulties and we 
will build the kind of state that 
will be an example to the rest of 
the world.' Well, after long resist
ance, reluctantly, grudgingly, they 
gave us a_ chance. And now, after 
three short years, we would have 
to admit we have fumbled and we 
have failed. And they would be 
right in saying 'you are not a 
people to create a state. You can 
only live on others.' " 

The only way to avoid this catas
trophe was to complete that share of 
building the State which the Dias• 
pora has undertaken. Israel can not 
do it alone, he said. Israel depends o_n 
the solidarity and on the economic 
reserve of the Jews of the world. 
Furthermore, he intimated that 
building a state cannot be accom
plished quickly and without a 
struggle. 

"We cannot do it in a day or a 
year. We will have to pay for a long 
time, and pay dearly. Throughout 
our history we have had to fight for 
every foot of ground, why should we 
expect our experiences to be different 
today? 

COLOSSAL NEEDS 

It is dangerous to become compla
cent Rabbi Silver warned. "No 
Jewi~h community can afford to 
relax in view of the colossal needs of 
Israel. We cannot retreat .from the 
battle until it ls won. And we must 
not lose sight of the perspective of 
the heroic adventure in which our 
people are engaged. 

We must be thinking of the total 
programme and the budget. Israel 
must have three to four million 
people to keep it secure. Only if we 
are keenly alerted to what is trans
piring, if we remain 10:,:al to our 
heritage and if we all give of our 
substance adequately, then all we 
hope for wm come to be," Rabbi 
Silver concluded. 

Mr. L. Tager, National chairman o! 
I.U.A., presided, and Mr. Harry Cohen, 
chairman of the Johannesburg com
mittee, called on the workers to 
complete canvassing Johannesburg. 

Rabbi Silver Addresses· 

Durban 
From Our Own Corresponclent 

DURBAN, Wednesday. 

THE visit of Rabbi Silver will 
long be remembered in 

Durban. There was no one 
among the many hundreds who 
heard him who was not person
ally affected by his magnetism. 

The opening function was the 
J.N.F. Jubilee Banquet held at 
the Durban Jewish Club. 

In his address Rabbi Silver said 
that our work for Israel was not 
yet done. "If a man begins a 
great deed he must finish it. If 
you leave it half done you may 
do great harm. We have laid 
the formal foundation of the 
State, but it is not ·yet safe." 

Mr. J. Goldberg, chairman of the 
Zionist Council for Natal, presided, 
and welcomed Rabbi and Mrs. Silver 
and Mr. S. M. Kuper, K.C., chair
man of the S.A. Zionist Federation, 
who accompanied them. 

Rabbi Harri;, Swift moved the 
toast of the State of Israel, Rabbi 
M. Miller that of the World Zionist 
Organisation, and Mrs. A. Savell, 
chairman of the Durban Women's 
Zionist League, that of the Jewish 
National Fund. 

The hall of the Club was beauti
fully decorated. At each place was 
a miniature tree and on the stage 
were huge replicas of the Blue Box, 
the Golden Book and a Tree. The 
floral decorations were the work 
of Mrs. A. Bear. Mr. W. Stone 
assisted with the symbols while Mrs. 

Jewry 
Rothschild, Mrs. Savell, Mrs. A. 
Levine and others undertook the 
table decorations. The seating 
arrangements were in the hands of 
Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Shagam and Mr. 
Alf Levy. Special mention must be 
made of Mr. and Mrs. Wacks of the 
Club, whose hard worl{ contributed 
towards making this one of Dur, 
ban's most notable functions. 

The following night Rabbi Silver 
aroused tremendous enthusiasm at 
the mass meeting held at the Club. 

Mr. J; Goldberg, chairman of the 
Zionist Council for Natal, presided. 
Mr. Silver, Mr. S. M. Kuper, chair, 
man of the S.A. Zionist Federation, 
Rabbi Harris Swift, Rabbi M,· 
Miller, Mr. J. J. Friedman, president 
of the Council of Natal Jewry, Mrs., 
A. Savell, chairman of the Durban 
Women's Zionist League, l\1:rs. A,· 
Levine, convenor of J.N.F., were 
present on the platform. Durban 
was also pleased to welcome that 
veteran Zionist leader, Mr. M. Kent, 
ridge, M.P. 

In welcoming Rabbi and Mrs. 
Silver, Mr. Goldberg referred to this 
"towering figure in American Zionisn, 
who ls remarkable for eloquence and 
clear thinking." 

Speaking for tl,e Jewish community 
of Natal Mr. J. J. Friedman, president 
of the Council of Natal Jewry urged 
a strengthening of the bonds between 
the diaspora and Israel, and Mr_. S. 
M. Kuper called on South African 
Jewry to see to it that . "it walks 
upon its ·path of destiny with d1gmty 
and self respect." 

Rabbi Silver spoke on the J.N.F. 
and the tasks facing world Jewry. 



Dr. Silver Criticises 
Mr. Ben 
Attitude 

Gurion's 
To Zionism 

A CALL for a strong World Zionist Organisation having· prestig·e and authority in all coun
tries, a revision of the shekel system and the establishment of territorial federations of all 

Zionist parties on the basis of their true org·anisational strength, was made by Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver in his address to the Johannesburg Zionist Luncheon Club last Friday. 

Referring to the recent visit of 
Mr. Ben Gurion io the United 
States Rabbi Silver strongly cri
ticised the manner in which "he 
attempted to undermine the Zionist 
movement in America." He said 
that during the past few years 
the Government of Israel had at
tempted to undermine the 
strength of the World Zionist 
Organisation and the visit 
of Mr. Ben Gurion to America 
merely dramatised a situation• 
which had been in existence for 
some time past. 

affiliated to the General Zionists 
in Israel. When the Zionist move
ment is ignored the State Depart
ment in the U.S.A. is pleased be
cause from the non-Zionists they 
could get concessions, but not 
from us. 

"As yet the State of Israel is 
not secure, either politically or 
economically. The World Zionist 
movement should remain the 
spoke_sman of the Jewish people in 
the diaspora. There does not exist 
any other body that is prepared 
to take on this task. The Zionist 
movement does not crowd out 
other Jews and it should be the 
responsible force of diaspora 
Jewry. It must be given this 
status by the Government of 
Israel. 

Last Thursday the Women's 
Zionist Council held a luncheon 
in honour of . Mrs. Abba Hillel 
Silver at the AutomobHe Club. 

.Seen below (from left to right) 
Mrs. J. Targowsky, Mrs. P. 
Jacobson, Mrs. I. Gordon, Mrs. 
Silver, Mrs. R. Missulawin and 
::\'lrs. S. Fredman. Approxi
mately 30 women, representa
tives of Ort Oze, Magen David 
Adorn and the Women's Zionist 
Le::i,gue' were present. 

In a short 'after-dinner' ad
dress Mrs. Silver spoke of the 

alert, informed and effident 
women she had met in South 
Africa and complimented them 
on their achievements. She said 
she was very impressed with 
the work they were doing and 
explained the various tn>es of 
communal work carried out by 
the women in Cleveland, Ohio, 
her home town. 

Mrs. Sadie Fredman, acting 
president of the ,v o m e n ' s 
Zionist Council, presided at the 
luncheon and greeted l\lrs. 
SilYer on behalf of the wonwn 
of South Africa: 

"Only once during his visit did 
Mr. Ben Gurion mention the 
Zionist m o v e m e n t and in the 
course of that speech he said that 
the American Zionists do not ~peak 
for American Jewry. The last 
time I heard such a statement was 
from the leader of an anti-Zionist 
organisation - Mr. Rosenwald of 
the Council of Judaism." 

"Mr. Ben · Gurion had said that 
the Zionists are not competent 
enough to handle many of the 
problems that now arise and that 
their work should now be limited 
to the propagation of Hebrew and 
chalutziut. The reaction in the 
United States, where some people 
have been in z;onism longer than 
Mr. Ben Gurion, was most vio
lent. Men saw in his statement 
that 'a Zionist is a man who 
settles in Israel' an attack on the 
Zionist movement, and of the 
American Jewish press his only 
champion became 'Forward' an 
anti-Zionist paper which sup
ported the policy of Mr. Ernest 
Bevin. During the recent Bond 
Drive it was the Zionists who 
went from door to door canvas
sing for Bonds. The only con
tribution of the non-Zionists was 
lip-service. It would be a foolish 
mistake on the part of the 
Government of Israel to think 
that the support of the non
Zionists will continue. They are 
already returning to their local 
communal affa'.rs with which 
they have always been preoccu
pied. 

"WHAT WAS GAINED THROUGH. 
A NECESSITY 

"A controversy has arisen over 
the future role of the W.Z.O., but 
common sense alone dictates that 
the needs of Israel are yet so 
great that a strong ~rganisatio1: 
is a necessity," contmued Rabbi 
Silver. "During the past -few years 
the Zionist movement has been 
working harmoniously and ~t 
succeeded in mobilising the maxi
mum sentiment from Jews and 
non-Jews for the support of 
Israel. Even at the United Nations 
no one challengect the right of the 
W.Z.O. to speak fo1' world Jewry. 
We were in an enviable position 
and with prestig,e and authority 
we could have achieved an intensi
fication of our work. We should 
have become th.e diaspora-arm of 
Israel. But unfortunately the 
Government of Israel did not give 
us any authority and there has 
been a weakening of the move
ment. The dominant party in 
Israel (Mapai) was not pleased 
with the strength of the Zionist 
Organisation of America which is "Ben Gurion said that the Zionists 

are trying to interfere with the 
sovereignty and lndepenclence of 
Israel. One is almost Jed to believe, 
then, that Israel must protect herself 
against the Zionists. If the Zionist 
Organisation of America had Mapai 
affillations (instead of being affiliated 
with the General Zionists), I am 
sure there would have been no dif
ficulties. Mr. Ben Gurion is erecting 
a wall between the Jewish community 
of America and that of Israel. He 
almost proposed a liquidation of the 
Zionist movement. 

THE CIIARTElt 
"A charter ls to be drawn up. But 

it is not the charter that is impor
tant, it is the attitude to the charter 
which counts. Congress should be 
homogeneous. A single approach 
should be found. There must be. a 
Jikemindedness.'' 

Referring to the non-party sugges
tion Rabbi Silver said that the 
General Zionists had begun as a 
strong progressive movement. In the 
course of time small g r o u p s 
broke away and formed their own 
parties; one group wanted a Socialist 
State another a State with a religious 
complexion, until the major bocly 
f::.,.-,,nllu 1-,.,...~,.T"'n,., +hi0 Tninn..,. O'T"n11n 'T'h~ 

COURAGE MUST BE RET AIMED 
BY PRUDENCE" ADDRESS AT MASS MEETING 

'I-,wo THOUSAND people came 
to the City Hall last Tuesday 

to hear Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
discuss ''What We have a Right 
to Expect from Israel and What 
Israel Has a Right to Expect from 
Us." 

The oratory and forceful de
livery for which Rabbi Silver is 
noted, made a deep impression on 
his listeners, many of whom were 
hearing the American Zionist 
leader for the first time. 

Clearly and precisely Rabbi 
Silver enunciated these mutual 
rights which, he said, constituted 
two parts of a single whole and 
which would be of great mutual 
benefit to both. 

World Jewry may expect from 
the Jewish State: 1, An open door 
for immigration, without any pre
ference for any particular group. 
2, The emergence of a unified 
nation with two or three strong 
political parties as, for example, 
in the United States, and not 20 
parties ,i.s are now appearing on 
the ballot for the Knesset. 3, That 
the State remain true to the noble 
traditions of the past-to the 
traditions of social and economic 
justice, to freedom, liberty, de
mocracy, and the inalienable right 
of the individual. Finally, that 
the Jewish people expected Israel 
to strive to maintain a high and 
eminent level of culture, with 
great words and great deeds 
emanating from it to the rest of 
the world. 

A HARD REQUEST 
"It is a hard request to make of 

Israel to keep its doors open,·• 
Rabbi Silver began. "It means a 
lower standard of living for the 
Israeli, more austerity and more 
economic problems. But no Jewish 
community in any part of the 
world may feel so secure that it 

with our lofty ideas. Now we <10 
have it and we must expect that 
those invaluable, indespensable rights 
of human llfe will be preserved and 
respected." 

Jewish tradition has never con
demned the private ownership of 
property he said, and has alwaye 
upheld the i m p o r t a n c e of the 
indi\'idual. 

\Yith reference to the last point, 
the Rabbi said, c1nality and not 
({l1anti1y, en1ine-nce an(l not 
O(l!Hllence should be Israel's aim. 
Dl''l'IES OF WORLD JEWRY 
In return, the State had a right 

to expect from the Jews of the world 
a fair sha.re of the economic burden 
invol rnd ln admitting daily masses 
of impoverished people, he said. "But 
it is not enough to contribute to 
I.U.A., J.N F., Jewish Appeal o.nd 
other campaigns, it is necessary for 
Jews to invest their capital, their 
skills and talents in Israel. It ls also 
necessary that they understand the 
teni.po and pace of their economic 
support. It cannot be done slowly. 
History does not wait. We neecl 
speed ·in building the country." 

The State had the right to expect 
cont in u e d polltical support and 
defence and also man-power in the 
largest sense, not only farmers for 
the land. but men and women with 
professional and technological skills 
who would give themselves to the 
State. . 

Sl'IRITUALLY STARVED 
Lastly, it was imperative to main

tain a strong Jewish life in the 
Diaspora, because a spiritually starved 
Diaspora could not be of much help 
to Israel 

To carry out this programme, to 
co-ordinate and give direction in the 
solution of the many grave problems 
which are still unsolved it was most 
urgent to keep alive a strong Zionist 
movement. Rabbi Silver declared 
emphrrtically. 

"There ls only one body who will 
do the back-breaking day by day 
work and that is the organisation 
v:hich has created the State - the 
W or 1 d Zionist Organisat:on. And 
those who believe they can do with
out the Zionist Organisation are 

beguiling and deluding theinselves. 
The non-Zionists, an amorphous mass 
Which can be drawn to give support· 
to Israel, is easily discoumged and 
falls away. To discourage the Zionist 
Organisation now would be clis
astrou.s to the State," Rabbi Silver 
concluded. 

Mr. S. M. Kuper, chairman of the 
S. A. Zionist Federation, presided. 
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THE CHARTER 

"A charter Is to be drawn up. But 
it is not the charter that Is Impor
tant. It Is the attitude to the charter 
which counts. Congress should be 
homogeneous. A single approach 
should be found. There must be- a 
Jlkemindedncss.'' 

Referring to the non-party sugges
tion Rabbi Silver said that the 
General Zionists had begun as a 
strong progressive movement. In the 
course of time small g r o u p s 
broke away and formed their own 
parties; one group wanted a Socialist 
State another a State with a religious 
complexion, until the major body 
finally became the minor group. The 
fragments had become the controlling 
force. 

Dr. Silver went on to say that the 
General Zionists were therefore forced 
to become a party and to save the 
middle man from being victimised. 
"So Jong as other parties are main
tained In the diaspora. we, the 
General Zionists. will not disband." 

Deallng with Mr. Dobkin'& plan to 
form an overall party In the diaspora 
Dr. Silver said that his suggestion 
was not foolproof. The Shekel would 

(Continued in next column) 

the Jewish people expected Israel 
to strive to maintain a high and 
eminent le,·el of culture, with 
great words and great deeds 
emanating from It to the rest of 
the world. 

A HARD REQUEST 
"It is a hard request to make of 

Israel to keep its doors open," 
Rabbi Silver began. "It means a 
lower standard of living for the 
Israeli more austerity and more 
econor:iic problems. But no Je\11,ish 
community in any part of the 
world may feel so secure that it 
need not look to Israel as a future 
haven. Whether volitionary or 
through economic or political com
pulsion, millions of Jews are still 
to come." 

Regarding the second "right", the 
Rabbi pointed out that placing 
loyalty to a political party above 
loyalty to the State, was a dangerous 
practice and that it was unfair to 
Impose such views upon the children 
In the schools. There were too many 
parties in Israel today, he said, they 
were too Intense and often lntole• 
rant. Drawing a parallel to a similar 
situation existing at the time of the 
destruction of the Second Temple he 
quoted. "What was gained through 
courage must be retained by pru
dence." 

"Israel must remain true to our 
basic social and spiritual traditions," 
Rabbi Sliver went on. "Our history 
did not begin In 1948, but for 2.000 
years we had no locale to centre our 
noble traditions or to experiment 

(Cont. from pre·vio1is column) 
still be used as a cunning tool by 
a minority to become a majority at 
Cono-ress . He added that the Zionists 
of A~erica would favour a territorial 
federation of all parties provided it 
ls based on legitimate representaEon . 

Rabbi Sliver also expressed opposi
tion to the dual vote enjoyed by 
shekel holders in Israel. 

Mr. Israel Dunsky presided at the 
luncheon and Mr. L. Freeman pro

osed a vote of thanks. 

m a strong Jewish life in the 
Di~Fpora , because a spiritually starved 
Diaspora could not be of much help 
to Israel. 

To carry out this programme, to 
co-ordinate and give direction in the 
solution of the many grave problems 
which are still unsolved it was most 
urgent to keep alive a strong Zionist 
movement. Rabbi Silver declared 
emphatically. 

"There ls only one body who wlll 
do the back-breaking day by day 
work and that ls the organisation 
which ha~ created the State - the 
W o r I cl Zionist Organisat!on. And 
those who believe they can do with
out the Zionist Organisation are 



S.A. ZIONIST COUNCIL MEETING 
Rabbi Silver's 
Attitude To 
Congress Issues 

i!, otl,, 

OPPOSES SHEKEL AS 
BASIS OF REPRESENT ATIO·N 
-''WE want a strong and secure 

Jewish State," declared 
;Rabbi Silver. "We all want a free 
and democratic State, a State 
where the rights of the individual, 
freedom of speech, and of the 
Press and of assembly and of 
worship should be safeguarded. 

"We all want a progressive 
State, not a reactionary State, a 
State that will incorporate within 
itself the best social, prophetic 
traditions of our people, a Stat•e 
which will make the individual 
citizens secure against the disa
bilities of exploitation, unemploy
ment, risks of ill-health, old age 
and dependency." 

Those ideals said the speaker, 
were not new in the Zionist 
Movement. They were incorpora
ted within our Movement and be
came part of the pattern of our 
movement with Dr. Theodor Herzl. 
Those were the fundamental 
things Which underlined all our 
Zionist loyalti,es. 

"And we all realise too, that a 
strong and secure State of Israel 
has not yet been achi-eved and 
that the Diaspora must continue 
to remain for a long time to come, 
the res-ervoir for the replenish
ment and the advancement, politi
cally and economically of the 
State of Israel. 

"The Diaspora must look after 
immigration and Chalutziut and 
the stimulation of investments. It 
must help the country Bl every 
way to sdlv,e its economic 
problems. 

"We all agree on the need of 
continu1ng and strengthening the 
World Zionist Organisation to do 
all this necessary work, to give 
direction to the work which needs 
to be done if for no other reason 
than the fact that there does not 
exist, anywhere in the world, any 
other body which can take over 
that work and we have not the 
time nor the ability to organise a 
new body to take over that work. 

OUTSIDE THE RANKS 
"There exists a vast amorphous 

mass of Jewish people outside the 
organised ranks of Zionism, but 
they are not available for the ex
clusive concentrated work which 
these tasks require, and they are 
unwilling to take over that work. 

"It is not as if we Zionists 
are preventing them from mov
ing in and taking over. It is 
not as if we are keeping them 
out. Some 1>eople have the im
pression that they are clamour
ing to come in and that the 
Zionists are preventing them 
from doing so. There has been 
no such demand and there is 
DQ such pressure. 
"And, finally, we all believe that 

it Is important for us to continue 
in the diaspora In a positive 
Hebraic Zionist education among 
the youth of our people, the rising 
generation, not only for the sake 
of Israel and not only for estab
lishing the channel of Inter
communications between Israel 
and the Diaspora, but for their 
own sake and the sake of the 
Jewish people, which is greater 
than the State of Israel." 

NEW DEFINITION 
Continuing, Rabbi Silver said 

that no new definition of Zionism 
was necessary or need be made 
at the forthcoming Zionist Con
gress, except to record the fact 
~ 

TRIBUTE TO 

that a major Item of the Zionist 
programme had been achieved, 
triumphantly achieved, the exist
ence of the State of Israel. 

"But as far as the fulfilment 
of the carrying out of the total 
Zionist programme, Kibbutz Ga
luyoth and all that that involves, 
that remains central to the 
Zionist creed and the Zionist pro
gramme ,and everyone who sub
scribes to the full support of 
Zionism and Is prepared to work 
for the realisation of that pro
gramme in all its manifestations, 
and is willing to channel his ac
tivities through the World Zionist 
organisation, is by that token a 
Zionist. He does not himself 
necessarily have to commit him
self to go to Israel before he can 
earn the title of Zionist." 

FREEDOM OF ACTION 
Everyone agreed that there 

should be a strong Zionist organi
sation to organise -and to give di
rection to this work. The World 
Zionist Organisation must be 
possessed of autpority and free
dom of action within its sphere. 
And this World Zionist Organisa
tion must be officially recognised 
by the Government of Israel as 
the representative of the Jew_ish 
people In all matters con?ermng 
the participation of the Diaspora 
in the upbuildlng of Israel. Any 
unwlllingness to accede to this 
basic conception of the role ?f 
the World Zionist movement will 
ultimately prove fatal to the 
World Zionist Movement and 
harmful to the State of Israel. 
~ 

S.A. ZIONISTS 
DURING the course of his remarks, Rabbi Silver expressed his 

admiration of the work of the S.A. Zionist Federation. 
"I am very much impressed with the quality of your Zionist 

activity in this part of the world. I have learnt much from the form 
of organisation which you have here and which, I believe, will help 
us in the United States. 

"I have found here a closer approximation to unified effort and to 
effective organisation than in almost any other country which I have 
visited. I hope that your wish that you may serve as a source of 
guidance to the forthcoming Zionist Congress will be realised, because 
I believe that you can give and you are warranted to give, by your 
own experience, a leadership and a direction to the deliberations at the 
forthcoming Zionist Congress," concluded Rabbi Silver, 

"The by-passing of the World 
Zionist Movement, either in its 
totality or in Its local units, spells 
irreparable harm to the Move
ment. The Movement can become 
effective only, the organisation 
can do Its work effectively, only if 
it Is given authority, recognition, 
and prestige on the Jewish scene. 
Any diminution of Its prestige 
and authority undermines Its 
effectiveness to accomplish these 
tasks on behalf of Israel." 

private capital, so that it would 
be known and the whole world 
would know what its authority 
was. It would be necessary to 
set up or to re-affirm the existence 
of a "o-ordinatlng body which 
would regulate the relationship 
between the World Zionist Organi
sation and the State of Israel. 

DEFINITION REQUIRED 
It was necessary to qefine more 

specifically the scope and com
petence of the World Zionist 
Organisation. Some Bill, some 
charter, some official document 
was required to define its scope 
and its authority In the fields of 
Aliyah, hityashvut, chalutzlut, 
fund raising and investment of 

Whilst none of the Z i o n i s t 
parties in America had as yet 
expressed themselves in favour of 
the setting up of a Zionist Federa
tion, which would include all the 
parties, he was inclined to believe 
that they would be prepared to 
move in that direction. Such a 
Fe de rat i on , however, in his 
opinion, could only come about on 
the basis of the relative organisa
tional strength of the respective 

(Continued on page 9) 

S.A. ZIONIST 
MEETING 

COUNCIL 

(Continued from page 5) 
parties and not on the basis of Dealing with elections to Con-
the Shekel. gress, Rabbi Silver s3:id that the 

"There are certain parties in Zionist Congress elections held m 
America " added Rabbi Silver, America five years ago proved so 
"who ar~ afraid of being majorised costly and so difficult and in
through the device of the Shekel. volved s? m_any abuses, that all 
Organisations representing, say, the Part1_es, m anticipat101_1 of the 
15,000 or 18,000 members, manage, forthcommg Congress, decided not 
when Congress comes around, to to have an election .. The ~ost of 
round up 100,000 voters by buying the first elections, _mvolv1ng no 
blocks of Shekalim and distri- fewer than 3,000 Jewish communl-
buting them among friends. tics, cost about 750,000 dollars. 

FED]!:RATION OF ALL He was personally of the 
PARTIES•? opinion, said Rabbi Silver, that, as 

"If the Shekel ts to be the basis far as America was conce:ned, the 
of membership in a Federation, I best !orr:n of organlsat~oil: was 
am afraid that some of the orgamsation through soc1et1es or 
A m e r i c a n delegations will parties and not through the 
violently resist it at the Congress, Shekel. 
but if It Is allowed to develop on "If a man wa1_1ts to hav~ t:ie 
the American scene, In other right to determme the Z1omst 
words, If local autonomy Is per- policy he should be a mem?er_ of 
mitted by Congress, there Is a a party and work for Zionism 
good prospect of bringing into through that party. The parties 
existence for the first time on the should not wait for Congress to 
American scene, a Federation of get voters. They must increase 
all parties, who will be able to their membership and when Co1:
meet around the table to discuss gress comes round register their 
common Zionist problems and strength through their member
common Zionist activity. ship. Included in the membership 

Rabbi Sliver said that the dues should be :3- ta_x, equal t? t~e 
American branch of the Jewish Shekel, to mamtam the Zionist 
Agency had been set up not as Organisation." 
a branch of the World Zionist 
Movement to work for the 
American Zionists on the Ameri
can scene but as a branch of the 
World Zionist Movement to carry 
on its work in the United States. 

After the establl&,hment of the 
State of Israel the American 
branch of the Jewish Agency be
gan to Intervene in certain activi
ties which rightfuly belonged to 
the American Zionists themselves, 
causing duplications, complica
tions and resentment. 

Many Zionists had, therefore, 
come to the conclusion that It was, 
perhaps, no tonger necessary, ot 
desirable, to have a branch of the 
Jewish Agency in the City of New 
York. 

"The territorial federations 
ought to be given full control of 
all Zionist work that has to be 
done in a given territory and no 
competitive bodies should be 
superimposed upon such Federa
tions. 



Rabbi Silver speaking at the I.U.A. · workers meeting. On his right are Mr. H. Cohen and 'Mr. M. 
Greenstein, and on his left Mr. Ta ger. 

''IT IS IMPOSSIB-LE TO STOP MIDWAY 
IN THIS GREAT HISTORIC ENTERPRISE" 

-RABBI SILVER 
Enthusiastic Response By J.·U.A. Workers To 

Call To Finalise CampaiRn 
A RALLY of Johannesburg and Reef I.U.A. workers took place in the ballroom of the Carlto:n iloiel on 

Sunday evening, July 15th. Workers attended from Pretoria, the Reef, Vereeniging, and many smaller 
places in the Transvaal. 

Mr. L. Tager, National Chairman 
of the LU.A., presided, and ex
tended a warm welcome to Rabbi 
and Mrs. Silver and all the workers. 
He appealed to them to give up 
one day or more during the next 
few weeks in order to finalise the 
Campaign in Johannesburg, as 
approximately 4,000 people who 
had contributed in the last cam
paign had not yet made their con
tributions to the present one. 

Rabbi Silver said that he was 
happy to be amongst workers, be
cause he was happy to see the 
fulfilment of an ideal, and it was 
only in the actual doing of a thing 
that one could claim a sense of 
spirit to one's satisfaction. 

"It is fortunate that we have a 
State of Israel today," he said. 
"There is no difference whether 
one is a Zionist or not a Zionist. 
Before 1948 one could be a non
Zionist, but today we have our 
own State and we have no defini
tion for a non-Zionist. No Jewish 
community can afford to relax in 
view of the colossal needs of the 
State of Israel. 

WE HAVE NOT DONE 
EVERYTHING WE COULD 

"When the story is told one day 
of the period from the first and 
second world wars to 1951, of the 
help and relief brought to our 
brethren from Europe and of the 
upbuilding of the State of Israel, 
I think it will be a very difficult 
chapter, I think that if we look 
into our "indoor hearts" we will 
come to the conclusion that we 
have not done everything we 
could do," declared Rabbi Silver. 
IMPOSSIBLE TO STOP MIDWAY 

"It is impossible to stop midway 
in this great historic enterprise. 
The Jews in Israel entered a wai 
to defend their rights, relatively 
unprepared, militarily badly pre
pared. They entered the war not 
only because they had no other 
chance, but because they were 
determined to achieve their ideal. 
They felt that behind them were 
vast reserves on which they could 
draw in their struggle. They made 
the major sacrifices. Naturally, 
the contributions from the Dias
pora were not negligible. They 
were very impor tant indeed. 

"Now it is in the same confidence 
that they will rely on the Jewish 
people throughout the world. They 
cannot handle their problems with
out the Jews in the Diaspora. How 

) 

can they think of absorbing 200,000 
refugees a year? With what? They 
naturally count on ·the Jewish· 
people outside Israel, on their 
sense of solidarity, to help them I 
with their countless problems. 

"Here again we cannot let them 
down. We have not helped them 
as much as we could and should, 
or their problems would not be so 
serious today in Israel, and unless 
we do help them more than we 
did economically, economic condi
tions will worsen from day to day. 

"IT MEANS DISASTER" 

whelming problems-and 20,000 to 
30,000 penniless new immigrants 
per month ... naturally it means 
disaster. We do not want that to 
happen. I would still like to find 
one Jew who has given to the 
I.U.A. and has thereby foregone a 
single item of luxury on account 
of his contribution. What we are 
asking people is to make a respect
able contribution, but not a sacri
fice-that our people in Israel are 
doing," said Rabbi Silver. 

"Our history has always been a 
life of swords. Fighting has made 
us survive, enabled us to meet 
these onslaughts. We are engaged 
in just that kind of struggle. Some
times we have to use all sorts of 
weapons-money or manpower. We 
cannot retreat until the battle is 
fully won. We may be called 
God's chosen people, but we are 
certainly not God's pampered 
people. We have secured the first 
major victory, but it will take time. 
We have to visualise Israel as a 
State of four to five million. We 
have to think along these lines and 
expect immigration into that 
country of 200,000 per year. 

"We have to prepare our people 
for such a problem. We should 
bring to our work both memory 
and faith. Jews must never forget 
our past and our dead, the millions 
that died in our lifetime because 
they were Jews. The Zionist ideal 
was kept alive until such time 
when the blessed moment arrived 
for what we hoped could be 
realised. The task of the future 
was to build a free people when 
we were given an opportunity to 
live a free, normal, creative life. 
We must not permit ourselves to 

"A young country with few 
natural resources, with over- ( 

lose sight of this heroic adventure
-a drive of memories and the 
allure of hope. 

"If the Jews all over the world 
in the countries where they were 
favoured with comparative pros
perity will remain keenly alert to 
the significance of, and loyal to, 
our heritage, then the work which 
still needs to be done will be done,'' 
concluded Rabbi Silver. 

Mr. Harry Cohen, Chairman of 
the Johannesburg Central Com
mittee, thanked Rabbi Silver for 
his moving address. The response 
to the appeal for workers to go 
out in the next few days was good , 
and Mr. Cohen appealed to the 
public to accord the workers the 
respect and reception which they 
deserve. 
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"Too Much Partisanship In 
Israel," Rabbi Silver Tells 

Rand Mass Meeting 
:\. N attack on tire political groupings in Israel which were instrumental in educating the youth towards 

- party and not towards unked nationhood, was made by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver when he addressed a 
crowded meeting of JohannesbuJ,'g Jewry at the City Hall last Wednesday evening. In the course of a 
striking address, Rabbi Silver called for a unity between Diaspora and Golab in the building of a united 
nation in Israel. 

On the platform with Rabbi ance, stubbornness and fortitude that 
Silver were Mr. S. M. Kuper, would do well for Israel," he said. 
Chairman of the South African Rabbi Silver emphasised that a 
Zionist Federation, Mr. L. Tager, young pioneering country would 
Mr. J. Daleski, Mr. I. Dunsky, and normally take in only the young 
Chief Rabbi Dr. L. I. Rabinowitz. so that the land could be built" up. 

In his opening remarks, Rabbi But of Israel Jewry demanded tha~ 
Silver said that many great prob- all be taken· in, sick, maimed and 
!ems still faced world Jewry in crippled. Sometimes he felt thai 
the years to come. The question wor,d Jewry had no right to ask 
often arose, when treating these . this of Israel-but need it be asked 
problems, of what Israel could ex- at all? The people of Israel saw 
pect from Diaspora Jewry and this task as part of its destiny. It 
what Diaspora Jewry could expect meant that the people had to go 
from Israel. To him, added Rabbi short of foods and that special 
Silver, Israel and world Jewry had departments had to be established 
always constituted two parts of one for these people, but the job was 
whole. done. 

VANGUARD OF MILLIONS 
"One thing we can expect from 

Israel is that her doors shall re
main open. Those who were in 
Israel in 1948 constituted the van
guard of the millions of our people 
to come. There are still millions 
more who will want to come and 
many who may have to come be
cause of the force of history. 

"Jewish history was unpredicta
ble and because of that the doors 
of the Jewish State would have to 
remain open for many years to 
come. 

"World Jewry could also expect 
that there would be no discrimina
tion between one type of Jew and 
another. To this dictum Israel had 
kept. But there had been remarks 
spread about the Oriental Jew, as 
if they had no right to come to 
Israel. They were the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac and Judas Mac
cabbeus, as was the rest of Jewry. 

"I saw these people come into our 
Holy Land and kiss the soil upon 
which their feet trod," he said. "I 
knew then they were my brothers, 
the same flesh of my flesh. 

"In these people there was a 
great inner strength of persever-

Turning to what he termed the 
second "right" world Jewry asked 
of Israel, Rabbi Silver said that this 
right was constituted round the 
demand that a unified nation be 
wr6 ~a in the small State. What 
was needed was a nation, a strong 
nation, not a • handful of political 
parties. Perhaps the reason why 
there are some 21 political parties 
at the coming elections in Israel 
was due to some of the things 
inherited from the Golah. 

"America went through such a 
period of the melting pot as Israel 
is going, and yet they find that two 
main political parties is enough," 
added Rabbi Silver. 

TOO MUCH P ARTISANSIDP 
Rabbi Silver made a bitter attack 

on the political groups in Israel 
who taught the young to prefer 
allegiance to party rather than to 
"Am Israel." He said that most of 
the leaders in Israel realised the 
wrongness of this today, yet it was 
allowed to continue. There was too 
much partisanship in Israel, too 
much for a young State. From this 
partisanship could come disaster, 
he warned. 

"What we have . gained with 
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courage and fortitude may be lost 
through imprudence," he declared. 

Rabbi Silver added that the 
Diaspora had the fundamental right 
to ask tolerance and understandmg 
from Israel, the right to build a 
united nation and the right that 
this nation be built on the founda
tions and traditions of Jewish his
tory. 

Jewish history did not begin in 
1948. It began many thousands of 
years. before. Among the basic 
,raditions of Judaism were toler
ance and democracy. America had 
the vision to take this tradition and 
embody it in its constitution. How
ever, this tradition given to the 
world through the Bible was being 
destroyed in many parts of the 
globe. The rights of man, basic 
and democratic rights, were being 
taken away . 

BASIC RIGHTS 

"We have the right to ask that 
these basic rights of the individual 
shall be entrenched in our life in 
Israel. Judaism never condemned 
the abuse of these rights. Judaism 
set our great principles of social 
justice for all men, principles that 
shoul~ be the basis of Jewish life," 
he said. 

Rabbi Silver stressed that his 
remarks about democracy should 
not be interpreted as an attack on 
Russia. He was a great friend of 
the Russian people and he did not 
wish to slander them. But Israel 
was not building a satellite of 
Russia. Israel was being created 
as a independent State on the basis 
of democracy. Israel would not 
strive for mass production, but for 
mind production; Israel would 
strive to foster those great values 
and great aspects of culture that 
would be of benefit to mankind. 

Rabbi Silver added that if world 
Jewry expected from Israel the 
various rights he had enumerated, 
then it was only logical that world 
Jewry should take upon its 
shoulders a fair share of the econ
omic burdens facing the country. 
The country must be helped with 
funds, with investments and with 
trained men. 

PERIOD OF TRANSITION 

"Israel lives in a period of tran
sition in which large States become 
insecure overnight. How careful 
has Israel to be in such circum
stances!" 

He added that the political sup
port from the Golah should not be 
under-estimated. In certain periods 
this support could be decisive. 

Rabbi Silver said that the third 
type of help the Golah could ex
tend was that of chalutziut-of 
manpower, skilled manpower, which 
would help Israel to develop and 
build the country. Israel _,;;.uld 
appeal to men who were po..,.,,cssed 
of the great spirit of adventure and 
who wished to witness great mira
cles done. Great satisfaction was 
drawn from this pioneering work 
and he was pleased to find many 
y01.u1g men and women from South 
Africa in Israel settlements all 
over the country. 

Rabbi Silver :,tressed that if 
world Jewry was to remain an 
equal partner in the responsibility 
of building up th<? Jewish State, 
then it was vital that a strong 
Zionist movement rE>main in the 
Golah. The road towards maturity 
and consolidation was still long 
and fraught with dangers. 

He maintained that Zionists were 
never a party or a distinct group, 
but a movement of revolution in 
Jewish life. This revolution was 
not confined to one aspect of life. 
It went to the very roots of Jewish 
life. Just as in previous decades 
of Jewish history, many Jew<; 
would continue to live in the land,; 
of the Golab. But those who did 
so would have to draw from Israel 
the light and meaning of their life. 

The Hebrew language, he said, 
was the only real link with Israel. 

Mr. Kuper extended a welcome 
to Rabbi Silver and paid tribute to 
his leadership. He also extended 
a hearty welcome to Chief Rabbi 
Rabinowitz, who had recently re
turned from Australja, where he 

,led the Israel United Appeal. 



S.A. Zionist Council Agrees On 
5-Point Programme for Congress 

"JT is essential that a strong World Zionist Organisation be continued as the only body representing World Jewry in all matters relating 

to Zionism." 
This is one point of a five-point programme which the ten delegates who will represent South Africa at the forthcoming World Zionist 

Congress are pledged to press for, on behalf of the S.A. Zionist Movement, at that Congress. 
This five-point programme was the World Zionist Organisation as portion to Its strength. of Israel. 

adopted at " meeting of the.. South I such must represent the voice of SHEER LUNACY "But as far as the fulfilment of 
African Zionist Council at the World Jewry on matters pertain- "The abolition of the pariies in the carryini:- out of the total Zion-
week-end. Each party, however, ing to Israel outside of Israel. the country." proceeded Mr. Kuper, ist programme, Kibbutz Galuyoth 
reserved to itself the right to for- "The greatest contribution we "without regard to the rest of and all that that involves, that re
mulate and move for the accept- can make in this direction is by the world Zionist Movement, is mains the central to the Zionist 
ance by Congress of its definition pointing towards the S.A. Zionist sheer lunacy. The abolition of creed and the Zionist programme 
of the- aims of Zionism. Federation as an example in the parties might be a desirable ob- and everyone who subscribes to 

The Council Meeting, which was hope that Zionist communities jective, but the question is whether the full support of Zionism is pre
addressed by Rabbi Abba Hillel throughout the world will adopt such a step is possible. It is only ::iared to work for the realisation 
Silver, began on Saturday evening similar systems." possible if all parties were unani- of that programme in all its mani
and continued all day on Sunday. Continuing, Mr. Kuper described mous on this question. festations, and is willing to chan
It was attended by well over 100 the framework of the S.A. Zionist Dealing with the Jewish Agency, nel his activities through the 
delegates and observers from all Federation and pointed out that Mr. Kuper felt that it should con- World Zionist Organisation, is by 
over Southern Africa, and Mr. S. in the Federation were grouped tinue to exist and that it should that token a Zonist. He does not 
M. Kuper, Chairman of the together parties . with . different be the implementing instrument of necessarily have to commit him
Fedcration, presided. viewpoints and different ideologies, the World Zionist Orgamsation in self to go to Israel before he 

The other points in the five- which all worked together in the the field of fund-raising, immigra- can earn the title of Zionist." 
point programme, adopted by the closest harmony and that all tion, absorbtion and immigration. During the course of his remarks 
meeting, are as follows: Zionist activity in the country, It should be incorporated under Rabbi Silver expressed his ad-

The World Zionist Organisa- fund-raising, J.N.F. work, educa- a special Act of Knesset as a miration of the work of the S.A. 
tion be recognised by the State tion, Aliyah, in short, all types public body, with wide functional Zionist Federation. 
of Israel as the only body of Zionist activity, was under the powers and special concessions, "I have learnt much from the 
through which world Jewry aegis of the Federation. without in any respect becoming form of organisation which you 
shall operate in Israel, fnd that This was in sharp contrast to a an agency of the State of Israel. have here and which, I believe, 
efficient forms of co-operation country like America, for example, "From an organisational point of will help us in the United States" 
and co-ordination between the where the different parties and view," concluded Mr. Kuper, he said. ' 
World Zionist Organisation and groups carried on Zionist activity South African Zionists can point "I have found here a closer ap
the State of Israel be estab- independent of, and sometimes in with pride to the S.A. Zionist proxirnation to unified effort and 
lished. competition with, each other. In Federation. This is something to effective organisation than in 

In each country a territorial addition, there was, in that coun- which should be duplicated almost any other country which I 
Federation be established re- try, a branch of the Jewish throughout the rest of the world. have visited. I hope that your 
presenting Zionists of all shades Agency doing the type of work If this is done, the administration hope that you may serve as a 
of opinion. While Parties and which a Zionist Organisation of the World Zionist Organisation ~,., .. ~~e o.., e:uidance to the forth
Groups maintain autonomy in should do. Too often . there was will be much easier and much coming Zionist Congress will be 
their specific spheres of activity actually a duplication of activities. smoother and the World Zionist I realised, because I believe that YQU 

and shall be entitled to main- Organisation itself will be very Cc1n give and you are warranted to 
tain contact with the respective THE SHEKEL much strengthened. give, by your own experience a 
World Headquarters and sister Dealing with the Shekel, Mr. RABBI SILVER leadership and a direction to the 
organisations in other countries Kuper again contrasted the posi- "We want a strong and secure d~lib_erations at the forthcoming 
the territorial Zionist Federa~ tion in this country to the position Jewish State," declared Rabbi Sil- Z10111st Congre~s," Concluded Rabbi 
tion as the branch of the World in some other countries, where, ver. "We all want a free and de- Silver. 
Zionist Organisation shall can- it was suggested, he said, and he mocratic State, a State where the 
trot all Zionist activities com- did not want to put it any sharper, rights of the individual, freedom 

• mon to all Parties and Groups. that parties -bought up thousands of speech, and of the Press and 
This Council believes it es- of Shekalim and then found the of assembly and of worship should 

sential that democratic elections voters just before the elections to be safe-guarded. 
to Congress be regularly held vote as directed. "We all want a progressive State, 
in which all Jews who affirm In South Africa there was a not a reactionary State, a State 
their allegiance to the Zionist United Shekel Commission on that will incorporate within itself 
Can e, either by the holding of which sat representatives of all the the best social, prophetic traditions 
the Shekel or through some parties and which ensured that of our people, a State which will 
other agreed form, shall be en- the disposal of the Shekalim was make the individual citizens secure 
titled to i,articipate. made to individuals by individuals against the disabilities of ex-

Zionist elections shall deter- and that proper voters' rolls were ploitation, unemployment, risks of 
mine the composition of the prepared and that elections were ill-he'llth, old age and dependency." 
governing bodies of the Terri- properly conducted. Those ideals, said the speaker, 
torial Federations. If the position in some other were not new in the Zionist Move-

One Non-Party m ember voted countries was as it has been sug- ment. T-hey were incorporated 
against the last point. gested, then there was something within the Movement and became 

At the commencement of the wrong, but it was not the system part of the pattern of our Move
meeting Mr. Kuper announced the that was wrong, but its adminis- ment with Dr. Theodor Herzl. 
composition of the South African tration. Those were the fundamental things 
delegation at the Congress. Mr. Kuper said that he was op- which underlined all of our 

The delegates are: Chief Rabbi I . posed to elections being based on Zionist loyalties. 
Abrahams, Mr. Israel Dunsky, and I membership of societies. "And we all realise too, that a 
:,\lr. S. M. Kuper, K.C. (all repre- "The Zionist Movement must be strong and secure State of Israel 
senting the United General Zionist a mass movement of the people. has not yet been achieved and 
Party); Mr. B. Kluk, Mr. A. Lewin There are many Jews who make that the Diaspora must continue 
and Mr. Leo Tager (all represent- contributions to the National Funds to remain for a long time to come, 
ing the Zionist Socialist Party ); but who have never joined a the reservoir for the replenishment 
:)Ir. J. Daleski, Mr. A. Golembo Zionist Society. Unless some suit- and the advancement, politically 
and Mr. H. Hurwitz (all represent- able alternative membership token and economically of the State of 
ing the United Zionist Revisionist can be found the Shekel is neces- Israel." ' 
Party) ; and Rabbi Dr. M. Kos- sary in order that a true deter- NO NEW DEFINITION NEEDED 
sowsky (Mizrachi). mination cal1 be made of the Continuing, Rabbi Silver said 

"Zionists throughout the w orld strength of the different Zionist that no new definition of Zionsm 
and outside Israel agree," said Mr. groupings in a particular country: was necessary or need be made at 
Kuper, in opening the meeting, It is necessary to hold elections the forthcomng Zionist Congress, 
.. that no matter wha t form the at regular intervals in order to except to record the fact that a 
World Zionist Organisation might determine the strength of the dif- major item of the Zionist pro
tak e, there must be a strong ferent groups to ensure that each gramme had been achieved, and 
World Zionist Organisation and group shall be represented in pro- triumphantly achieved, the State 



BLOEMFONTEIN'S GLOWING 
RECEPTION TO RABBI SILVER 

J.N.F. Jubilee Reception At 
City Hall 

"ISRAEL needs the sustained loyalty of the Jewish people 
• in the Dia.c,pora," were the closing words and keynote 

of Rabbi Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's address to Free State Jewry 
on Tuesday, July 10th, when Jeuish residents from Bloem
fontein, Kimberley, Kroonstad, Tweespruit, Thaba 'Nchu, 
Brancliort, ·wepener and Fauresmith met in the beautifully 
decorated City Hall to celebrate the 50th birthday of the 
Jewish National Fund. 

Dr. Silver traced the idea of the 
Jewish Land Fund from its begin
ning, and reminded his listeners of 
the early days when the most the 
Fund could expect was the sale of 
a few J.N.F. stamps tucked away on 
the back of a letter. 

In a general survey of Israel's 
position to-day, Rabbi Silver re
ferred to the significance of the 
Harbour of Ela,h, which would 
enable the Israel import and export 
trade to develop freely and to by
pass the Suez Canal. 

Israel needed a strong and well 
organised Galuth Jewry that would 
use its influence as skilfully as 
U.S.A. Jewry did during the most 
critical years 1947-1948, Rabbi Silver 
said. The audience was reminded 
that the United States were the first 
to recognise Israel and Rabbi Dr. 
Silver gratefully recalled that South 
Africa was the first Commonwealth 
country to do the same. 

Dr. M. Block, the Chairman of the 
O.F.S. and Northern Cape Zionist 

Council. presided over the recep
tion and welcomed Rabbi Dr. and 
Mrs. Abba Hillel Silver. He ,was 
followed by speeches of welcome 
by Mr. H. Bradlow, on behalf of 
the Free State Committee of the 
S.A. Jewish Board of Deputies; Mr. 
M. Ray and Rev. S. Coleman, on 
bchui.I' of the Bloemfontein Hebrew 
Congregation. 

Mrs. Rebecca Cohen gave . a 
beautiful rendering of two songs, 
accompanied by Mrs. Ettie Cartoon, 
and during the evening fifty candles 
were lit in honour of the occasion. 

Mr. M. Pencharz, one of the 
National Vice-Presidents of the 
J.N.F. Jubilee Committee, proposed 
the vote of thanks, whilst Gillian 
Pencharz presented Mrs:- Silver 
with a bouquet. 

Special thanks and appreciation 
were expressed to the Committees 
of the three branches of the Bloem
fontein Women's Zionist League for 
the excellent organisation in the 
City Hall for the reception. 
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RABBI SILVER AT BNEI 

First Bnei Zion Seminar 
MOVEMENT WILL REAP _ RICH REWARDS 
AFTER six years of activity Bnei Zion embarked upon a 

new project. The first Seminar of Bnei Zion, which took 
place from June 30 to July 9 at the Coronation Hall, afforded 
Madrichim and senior members of the Movement an opportunity 
to further their Jewish studies. 

ZION 

• A very impressive opening took place on the Saturday 
evening, whf'n Rabbi Dr. Abba Hillel Silver delivered a special 
message to the Seminarists: Mr. Israel Dunsky, Chairman of 
the United General Zionist Party, officially opened Seminar, 
and greetings were brought by Mr. Harold Stutzen, Menahel 
of Bnei Zion (S.A.), Mr. D. Senderowitz, Shaliach from 
Timorim, Israel, and Mr. I. Goss, Director of the S.A. Jewish 
Board of Education. Approximately fifty members of the 
Movement participated in the Seminar. 

Some of the topics covered 
were J.N.F., introduced by Dr. SEMINAR S. Loewy, Youth Aliyah by Mrs. 
J. Targowsky, S.A. Jewish 

""'"'~?- Affairs by Mr. G. Saron, Jewish 
History by Mr. R. B. Egert, 
General Zionism by Mr. Israel 
Dunsky, The Zionist Movement 
by Mr. H. Stutzen and the Bnei 
Zion Movement by Mr, M. Isaac-· 
son. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver addressing the opening of the Bnei Zion Seminar at the Coronation Hall, 
Johannesburg. From left to right--1\lrs. I. Dunsky, Mr. Israel Dunsky (chairman U.G.Z.P.), Rabbi 
Silver, .l\fr. Merv~·n Isaacson (Segan Menahel, Bnei Zion, S.A.), Mrs. Silver, Adv. Hamid Stutzen 

TRIBUTE TO ORGANISERS 

As a result of these lectures 
much discussion took place and 
a very high standard prevailed 
during the whole of Seminar. In 
addition numerous events were 
planned for the chaverim, includ
ing a bloscope evening, visits to 
Hachsharah, an all-day outing to 
Henley-on-Kllp and' a party. At 
a farewell function which took 
pl~ce on the Monday evening 
pr10r to the departure of 
Scmlnarlsts to their home towns 
tribute was paid by Mr. M. Glass: 
leader of the Cape contingent, to 
the Transvaal Madrlchim for the 
manner in which Seminar had 
been organised. He felt certain 
that the Movement would reap 
rich rewards from the educational 
stimulus that had been received. 

. (l\fenahel, Bnei Zion, S.A.). . 
~ ..................................................... ■ 11 ■ 11••• .................................................................................................... •·••••••• .. ••HN••• .. ••• .. • ......... 111? 

z ICN/,ST ..REco~ 

X.ty, Lj5".J. 

:\IUST BECOME REGULAR 
FEATURE 

Mr. M. Joffin, Mefaked of 
Transvaal Bnei Zion, called upon 
those who had attended Seminar 
to utilise the knowledge that they 
had gained and to realise that 
at best a Seminar could only 
serve as an introduction to the 
subjects that had been dealt with. 
He maintained that chaverim 
must continue to apply them
selves to the study of Jewish cul
ture and the Hebrew language, 
so that the Movement would 
benefit as a whole. 

It was unanimously agreed by 
all that Seminar must become a 
regular feature of Bnel Zion 
activities, and that the new ex
periment in their educational 
work would prove of benefit to 
the Movement and to the com
munity as a whole. 
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Silver Reiects Ben Guri~n 
DefinitiOn of ''Zionist'' 

Mrs. Silver Talks 
Aboitt Her Home 

WORLD ORGANISATION' 1rl\1 L ;-f. 

"WITHOUT STATUS ~~1 t1e 
DJSJNTEGRATE" - "HO~d~:s~ 2:.r:~11

be the (.S. 4-fh~ ·-J 
wife of a famous man?" 

Zionist Rec()rJ Reporter I asked lUrs. Silver, wife of 

WOULD 

A WARNING that if the Zionist Organisation is not granted a 
special status by the Government of Israel, the movement would 

lose all authority and disintegrate was made by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
when he addressed a press conference in Johannesburg this week. 

Dr. Silver complained that a red herring had been drawn across 
the Zionist scene by the allegation that American Zionists wanted to 
interfere in the political affairs of the State of Israel. Israel was a 
soyereign, independent State and the World Zionist Organisation was 
only seeking from the Israel Government a charter which would allow 
it to carry on independently within its own sphere of authority and 
remain the mouthpiece of diaspora Jewry. 
• 'There must be two partners- played by American Zionists and 

the State of Israel and the World I do not refer to any individual
Zionist Organisation. Each must in the establishment of the State. 
have its own sphere of authority It was American Jewry, through 
and not interfere in the province their mouthpiece the Zionist move
of the other. They should co- ment, who fought so vigorously for 
operate and with goodwill a the establishment of the State at 
workable form of activity can be U.N. and yet not once during his 
achieved. If there is a sense of visit to America had Ben Gurion 
competition we will g•et nowhere. mentioned the word 'Zionist.' 
If we do not become partners then "Although Israel is now an 
the work of the coming Congress established State, it is nevertheless 
in Jerusalem will be of little politically insecure, surrounded as 
moment and the W.Z.O. will come It is, by enemies; she still needs the 
out feeling much more defeated support of organised American 
than it does at the moment. Jewry. Any lessening in our 

A SLIGHT TO ZIONISTS support might end in catastrophe 
for Israel. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
She smiled with amusement. 

"I don't know. To me, my hus
bancl is still tke boy I married 
in 1923. The honour and 
acclaim that have come to him 
have not changed the essential 
person he was then." 

.Talking to Mrs. Silver is like 
talking to an old friend. You 
may drop your reserve and be 
yourself, for she is completely 
unassuming and speaks with 
delightful frankness. 

"We grew up together, I 
might say," Mrs. Silver went 
qn. "I met him when he was 
22, in my home-town, Wheeling, 
W. Va." Her eyes twinkled. "I 
was intrigued by this gangling 
youth who had just graduated 
from the Hebrew Union College 
and had come to us to preach." 

In the smug town of Wheel
ing where the American <lemo
cratic idea was a religion 
almost nothing was known of 
Zionism or of true Judaism, 

l\IRS. SILVER 

and Mrs. Silver admits that the 
young Rabbi brought some
thing fresh, invigorating, 
stimulating into her life and 
into the life of the c9mmunity. 

'.rhey were married in 1923 
• 'VVhen I say defeated." said 

Rabbi Silver, "I mean that Zionists. 
particularly those of America. feel 
slighted that no mention was mad-e 
by Ben Gurion of the great role 

DEFEATS AT LAKE SUCCESS ·================-, and have two sons, Daniel (23), 
a Rabbinical student also at 

Dr. Silver said that some of the 
diplomatic d e f e a t s suffered 
recently by Israel at the United 
Nations could be attributed to the 
weakening of Zlonl~t political 
activity. 

He sharply criticised the fact 
that Mr. Ben Gurion "by-passed" 
the Zionist Organisation of the 
U.S.A. during his recent visit .. He 
explained that to demobilise the 
Zionist movement today would be 
catastrophic. Mr. Ben Gurion had 
gone to the non-Zionists, without 
realising that the natural trend of 
t,he non-Zionist was to support 
local institutions. While caught up 
with the enthusiasm of the moment 
in supporting Israel, this en thus! -
asm of the non-Zionist would not 
be sustained without the stimulus 
of a Zionist Organisation. 

Dr. Silver said that he did not 
share the view of Mr. Ben Gurion 
that a Zionist was only he who 
settled In Israel. "I believe," he 
said, "that Zionists are those who 
work for the upbuilditlg of the 
State of Israel wherever they may 
be.'' 

NARROWED 
Dr. Silver also complained that 

Mr. Ben Gurion in his definition 
of the tasks of the Zionist 
ment narrowed down '· 
'"s to chalutzlut anc.. 

mmes. 
phasised t 

Replying to a question whether 
the General Zionists and the 
Mizrachi would boycott the forth
coming Co;ngress, Dr. Silver said 
that some compromise would have 
to be found whereby they could be 
r,epresented if Congress was to 
have any meaning. He did not 
think there would be any consti
tutional difficulties. In the past 
things were often done by mutual 
agreement in contravention of the 
Constitution. 

Asked whether he had recently 
met Mr. Ben Gurion, Dr. Silver 
replied in the negative, adding that 
"this .was common knowledge." 
Referring to party strife he said 
that he was not enamoured of the 
party bitterness, but parties 
abroad could be disbanded only 
if the headquart•ers in Israel deci
ded to this effect. 

the Hebrew Union College, and 
Raphael (21). • 

KEEPING HOME INTACT 
"I am not a public figure," 

l\lrs. Silver said. "I am very 
much a private individual, and 
I k,eep myself busy at home. 
I am active in the affairs of 
the Temple (Rabbi Silver's 
Temple in Clev,eland, Ohio) 
and I serve on civic boards.'' 

l\lrs. Silver said that she 
does not "lrnep up" with her 
husband's travels, but accom
panies him occasionally. "I 
try to retain th,e unity of our 
home. I dQn't want our sons 
to have two absent parents." 

Despite the Rabbi's frequent 
absences, his sons are very 
close to him, the mother said. 
"Their father has a very 
strong influence on them, not 
to the point, however, of rob
bing them of their initiative.'' 

l\lrs. Silver is in une with 
her husband's ideals which, she 
sa!·s, are two-fold - to make 
the American Jewish life 
richer and more meaningful, 
and to help build a national 
land for the Jewish l)eople. 
She is willing to give up some 
of her personal life to make 
sacrifices for those ideals. 
"And if he is away a good 
deal, :we are very much to
gether when he comes back," 
she said. 



J.N.F. CELEBRATIONS IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

Jubilee celebrations of the Jewish National Fund were recent/;• held in Salisbury, S. Rhodesia. From left to right: Mr. I. Laso, .kr 
(Chairman of the Regional Committee of the Rhodesian Zionist Council), Mr. L. E. Banet (Chaimian of the J.N.F. Jubilee 
Committee), Mrs. Silver, Mrs. I. Lasovsky, Dr. Sacks, Mr. Harris, Rabbi Hillel Si!,·er, the Rel'. M. Isaacs, and Mr. A. Allwde/j. 
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